SOLDIER

FORTNIGHTLY MAGAZINE OF THE BRITISH ARMY JULY 7 1997

In school with Kings of :':.?siv'éff' ¢

Part 3 of our

Euro-engineers Egypt el




THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE
ARE TAX FREE!

DETAILS OF THE TAX FREE VOLVO $70 /V70 RANGE, AVAILABLE NOW

(Call for full information pack giving details of our Special Military Tax Free Prices,
Yolvo Finance, Part Exchange and European / Worldwide delivery options,

or complete and return the coupon below.

VOLVO

Tourist & Diplomat Sales

UK 01707 262388

f' __________________________________________________________________________________________ R |
| Title/Rank;....ccocveuvereeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenne Initials;..eeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens LS TH g g =T =TS i
' Vs [ [ (=T =SSOSO |
' o= RO [ ——— =3 N o B :I
. S40/V40 s7ov7o[ | seonveo[ | 940 | RHD[ | LHD[ | |
l Country OF US ;e rorrerereeeeeeoeeeooooeeeeeeeeeeseseeeeseseeseeseeeereseeeeeseseeeeseemsssomme e Approx. Dellvery DALEe.eeveveeeee e eeesmesesee e i
' Fmance Details; i Yes z No Part Exchange Quote; Yes F‘_‘ No [ |

P—
-
=
:
—
=
ot
E
=
=
=1
7
—_
=)
=
=
=
=
=L
wn
&
—
)
m
=]
—
5]
<)
=
S
[
—
(7T
=
=
)
—
—
o
—_—
=
=
)
=
—
=
=
(=5
2
E‘
=
o
—
—
=
-3
J;b
-
]
=
S
o
=
=




Incorporating the Territorial Army magazine

July 7, 1997 Vol 53/14
CONTENTS

10 People

12 Lifestyle

Hair-raising stunt
by 1 DWR wives

14 Euro-sappers

NATO engineers
go back to school

17 In Egypt

Kings exercise
in the desert

18 Gowakr Sty

Picture: Terry Champion

-Wz oy
LCpl “H” Harris pre-
pares for the water at the
Defence Diving School
in Portsmouth harbour
21 Hong Kong
Final part of our
farewell series
29 Reviews
Battle of the main
battle tank makers
30 Caring Army
Le Tiss unveils Royal
Hospital scanner
32 Your letters
‘Heroic’ Canadian who
died in Hong Kong
34 Diary
PWRR honours
the hero of Suio
44 Sport

Tigers hammer 300
off Worthy attack

J

Squadrons of 101 (London) Engineer Regiment
(EOD) (Volunteers) recover a four-ton “Upkeep”
Dam Busters’ bomb from the shoreline off Recul-
ver in Kent. In all, four bombs —trial versions of the
bouncing bomb used in the famous Lancaster
bomber raid led by Wg Cdr Guy Gibson on the
Mohne, Eder and Sorpe dams in Germany in 1943

Bouncing back:

— were retrieved from the bay by Territorial Army
engineers based at Rochester and Dartford.

Throughout the weekend operation they were
supported by colleagues from 101 Regt’s Plant Troop
at Catford and its REME Workshops at Croydon.

Dropped in the bay 54 years ago, the bouncing
bombs had become visible at low tide. They will be
cleaned up and displayed in museums.

BRITISH military pageantry at its best was
preparing to go on show to the world as massed
bands and guards of honour from all three
Services gathered in Hong Kong to mark the
end of 156 years of sovereignty on June 30.

On the military programme
for the farewell ceremony on
the East Tamar waterfront site,
attended by 10,000, was a
massed bands performance by
musicians from the Royal
Marines, the Scots Guards and
the Highland Band, with the
Pipes and Drums of the Ist
Battalion, The Black Watch
and the Brigade of Gurkhas.

Coverage planned by more
than 8,400 media personnel of
this and the July 1 ceremony
handing Hong Kong back to
China included live global
satellite transmission.

Among official events sched-
uled to precede the formal
handover ceremony was a
spectacular British 22-minute

firework display lighting up
Victoria harbour, from where
HM Yacht Britannia was later
to make a symbolic departure
with the Prince of Wales and
the former Governor of Hong
Kong, Chris Patten on board.
As this edition of
Soldier went to press
a full house of
40,000 was expected
at the Hong Kong
Stadium on June 25
for a Programme of
Military Music join-
tly organised by the
British Garrison and
the Hong Kong
Government.
Farewell special —
Pages 21-28
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TWO special covers will mark the
departure of the British Garrison
from Hong Kong in the biggest pro-
ject attempted by the Defence Postal
and Courier Services Agency’s Phi-
latelic Bureau. Most will be sold in
South East Asia, but 2,500 of each
will be avallable from the bureau
from June 30 at a cost of £2 each.

Cheques, payable to DPCSA Enter-
prise Fund, to the Philatelic Officer
(HK Cover), DPCSA, BFPO 777.
Covers will be on sale at the Philatel-
ic Stand at the Royal Tournament.
Proceeds will go to Service charities.
Right: Maj Gen Bryan Dutton,
CBFHK, signs a cover, watched by
Philatelic Officer Capt Donna Peak
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mNEWSIEINE

basic training at Army Training Regiment Glencorse, near Edinburgh

ARRC’s recce
brigade formed

RECCE capability of the
Allied Command Europe Rapid
Reaction Corps (ARRC) has
been enhanced with the cre-
ation of Headquarters 1st
Reconnaissance Brigade, at
Netheravon, Wiltshire,

Established on April 1 under
the command of Brig Johnny
Torrens-Spence, the multi-
capbadge unit will be 69-
strong when fully manned.
Fourteen posts will be filled by
Territorial Army personnel.
War role of the headquarters is
control of mechanised advance
recce units.

Main unit to come under
control of the new brigade
headquarters is the 9th/12th
Lancers, currently based at
Swanton Morley in Norfolk.

British general
heads AMF(L)

MA]J] GEN John Reith was
taking command of the Allied
Command Europe Mobile

The Lancers will be joined by
the Royval Yeomanry (Volun-
teers) and the Queen’s Own
Yeomanry (Volunteers).

Badges already represented
in the brigade HQ include the
LG, RHD/G, Scots DG,
RDG, 9/12 I, KRH, LD,
QRL, RTR, R WX Y, AGC,
RLC, R Signals and REME.,

When on deployment with
ARRC, the Household Caval-
ry Regiment and The Light
Dragoons will also be con-
trolled by HQ 1 Recce Bde.

Brigade insignia is an alert
orange fox on a black back-
ground.

Following low-level training
on Salisbury Plain during the
summer, the headquarters will
run a major exercise in Sep-
tember involving 4,000 troops
operating over an area from
Newecastle-upon-Tyne to Scot-
land’s West Coast.

Provost post opens on Rock

Maj Gen Jonnie Hall, GOC Scotland, inspects new recruits who had just completed the first stage of their

Picture: Mark Owens

A former Chief of Staff of
United Nations forces in
Bosnia has returned to the
theatre to take command of
British troops. Maj Gen
Angus Ramsay (pictured) has
taken over from Maj Gen
Evelyn Webb-Carter as com-
mander of the Multi-National
Division (South West).

Gen Ramsay, who commis-
sioned into The Royal High-
land Fusiliers, was last in
former Yugoslavia three
years ago.

Gen Webb-Carter is to
become GOC London District
and Major General of the
Household Division.

big way
ARMY medics set up the
largest field hospital since the
Gulf War to test equipment
and capability. The huge
tented complex at Elvington
airfield near York had a capaci-
ty for 200 beds.

Normally staffed by 506
people, it included a dental
department, psychiatric unit,
physiotherapy department,
laboratory, X-ray department,
laundry and a welfare depart-
ment and padre.

The week-long exercise was
organised by 34 Field Hospital
based at Strensall, near York,
and began with the delivery by
DROPS lorries of 59 ISO con-
tainers. Tents were installed
with beds and equipment as
they would be under opera-
tional conditions.

To give the exercise reality,
water and electricity were laid
on by Royal Engineers who
erected water tanks and a
purification system, and gener-
ated power for lighting and
hospital and operating theatre
equipment.

Website is
the best

A BRITISH Army website
launched last year beat 35 top
contenders in industry to win
the prestigious advertising and
promotions category in the
1997 British Interactive Multi-
media Association awards.

Judges said the British Army
“combined a great deal of infor-
mation with an elegant interface
in a site which makes a valuable
contribution to a total commu-
nications strategy.”

Maj Nick Sharples, who mas-
terminded the launch, com-
mented: “More than half a
million visitors can’t be wrong.”

GIBRALTAR’s new Provost and Security Unit was opened by Maj
Gen Simon Pack, Commander British Forces Gibraltar. Elevated to Lords
The new unit is collocated with the Gibraltar Services Police and FIELD Marshal Sir Peter Inge,
includes the Royal Military Police, the Intelligence Corps, the who retired as Chief of the
Royal Air Force Police, and the Royal Naval Regulating Branch. It Defence Staff, was made a life
is now the focal point for all military police and security issues peer in the Birthday Honours.
within British Forces Gibraltar. See military honours in Page 32.

Force (Land) at Campbell
Barracks, Heidelberg, Ger-
many on July 1. He is the first
British commander of
AMEF(L) since 1983. Gen
Reith was succeeding Maj Gen
Henry A Kievenaar, US Army.
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When vehicles are part exchanged, 'the
trade' work on the principle that "There's
only so much in a deal" - a good new car
discount means less money for your old one and
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Fortunately, with Natocars you get no vice and
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Soldiers from G Battery, 7 Parachute Regiment RHA, get to know children in the village of Ripac, Bosnia

1\

during the battery’s six-month deployment. They are battery commander Maj Peter Bates (kneeling), Gnr
Sean Gallagher (centre) and Gnr Jody Elliot

Airborne Gunners
return from Bosnia

Scottish
Cavalry
four over

MEN and equipment of The
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards
have returned to their base at
Fallingbostel, Germany after a
six-month tour of duty in Bosnia.
They have been relieved in the
NATO-led Stabilisation Force
(SFOR) by The King's Royal
Hussars.

Commanding officer Lt Col
Austen Ramsden described the
tour as a success. “Everyone
learned how vital this peace-
keeping operation is. You watch
footage of Bosnia on television
news, but to actually see and
work in it on a day-to-day basis
makes you appreciate just how

important the role of SFOR is.” J

AFCENT party

HQ Allied Forces Central
Europe (HQ AFCENT)
marked 30 years in Brunssum
in the Netherlands on May 31.
It is to implement the first
NATO Combined Joint Task
Force HQ trials this year.

THE ONLY “maroon” unit in
Bosnia, G Battery, 7 Parachute
Regiment, Royal Horse
Artillery, returned to Alder-
shot last month at the end of a
six-month tour during which
its soldiers did the opposite of
what their training tells them.

Natural inclination of the
gunners is to lie low and keep
out of sight, but in Bosnia they
had to maintain as high a pro-
file as possible.

And as the most mobile unit
in theatre, the gunners were
seen all over the British-led
Mult-National Division (South
West) area, from Gornji Vakuf
in the south to Bihac in the
north-west.

Their 105mm light guns
were regularly seen beside

Signallers’

TROOPS serving with 14
Signal Regiment (Electronic
Warfare) put on displays for
their Colonel-in-Chief when
the Princess Royal visited them
at their Cawdor Barracks base
in Brawdy, Pembrokeshire.
Princess Anne was met by
the Master of Signals, Maj Gen
Archie Birtwhistle. Accompa-
nied by commanding officer Lt

major roads, evidence that
NATO’ Stabilisation Force
(SFOR) was not only a friend-
lyv and visible force, but one
with bite should the need arise.

Battery commander Maj
Peter Bates said: “The soldiers
feel they have done a great job
here. Operationally, the hard-
ship of living in the field in the
Balkan winter and the role of G
Battery in theatre has given
them an insight into working in
a war-torn environment.”

Bdr Dave Thomas summed
up the feeling of his colleagues:
“It is good to see the country
returning to a more peaceful
existence, but you still have to
feel for the children and old
people who survive on a day-
to-day basis.”

royal visit
Col Ian Mackenzie, she watched
an abseil descent by members
of a light EW team from a Lynx
helicopter.

Princess Anne unveiled a
plaque to mark the opening of
the new Regimental HQ com-
plex and met soldiers and their
wives, and members of a troop
which had just returned from a
tour of duty in Bosnia.

topics from Westminster

Veterans’
doctor
returns

GROUP Capt Bill Coker, previ-
ous head of the MoD'’s medical
assessment programme (MAP),
i to rejoin the work into ill health
among Gulf War veterans,
Armed Forces Minister Dr John
Reid announced.

Gp Capt Coker's departure
from MAP was a source of dis-
quiet to many veterans and was
raised by them at recent meet-
ings with the minister. He has
agreed to return regularly from
his present post in the USA.

Dr Reid said the current head
of MAP, Lt Cal Banu Bhatt, had
left at his own request. He
regretted the criticisms that had
been levelled at Lt Col Bhatt.

o o a

The Govemnment has no
plans to introduce an official
award for National Service. In a
written answer, Parliamentary
Under Secretary John Spellar
said National Servicemen were
eligible for the full range of cam-
paign stars and medals avail-
able to the Armed Forces.

In a separate written answer,
Mr Spellar said that, in the event
of funding by private donation or
public subscription, the MoD
would be “happy 1o assist” inthe
identification of a suitable site
and to provide representation at
any dedication ceremony for a
National Service memorial.

a o a

Otner written answers: Armed
Forces Minister Dr John Reid
said that on June 1 there were
749 UK Service personnel on
attached duties in 41 countries.

® Mr Spellar said the MoD
had purchased 35 Tactica
armoured vehicles. None had
an offensive capability.

® Asked by the Countess of
Mar if reports that a £1,000 cash
prize was being used as an
inducement to fill in question-
naires into Gulf War iliness, and
if the practice was ethical, Pro-
curement Minister Lord Gilbert
said in a written answer in the
House of Lords that it was the
intention of researchers at
King’s College, London, to enter
veterans’ names in a prize draw.

“Although the MoD did not
commission this research, we
are co-operating with it and are
satisfied that appropriate medical
ethical clearance for the study
has been obtained,” he said.




Nigel Young served 7
years in the Brigade of
Guards. In 1988 he
joined the financial
services industry.

Today he is an Executive
Consultant enjoying an
annual income of £40,000.

Nigel runs a successful practice with over 300 clients, many of
whom are ex service personnel returning to civilian life. Services
include: lump sum investments, retirement planning and all types
of insurance. As a licenced credit broker he can also assist with
general mortgage advice and forces property sell offs. For your
financial health check ring or write to Nigel Young:-

Lincoln
6th Floor, 296-302 High Holborn,
London WC1V 7JH

Telephone: 0171 405 6907
Fax: 0171 831 9419, Mobile: 0802 583641

Alternatively, vou may be at a crossroads, as he was in 1988.
Send us your CV. We have 50 offices nationwide and are
looking to expand further.

Appointed Representative of Lincoln, a marketing group
regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and

authorised in that capacity only to sell and advise on
Lincoln lite assurance, pensions and unit trusts.
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Six words, brought together by
two more - Hyundai and Natocars.

From the versatile, ecanomical Accent, via the

stylish Lantra and exciting Coupé, to the generously
equipped and luxurious Sonata - Hyunda
range of cars to suit all tastes and needs

And we, at Natocars, are the experts when it
comes o supply.

We'll ensure you get the best possible deal on your
new Hyundai, the best part exchange, finance and
free protection insurance. We'll also shop around to
get the lowest quate for your car insurance.

If that isn't enough, we look after all the paperwork
and arrange hassle free delivery to you - anywhere

in the world!
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Brave men: From left to right are SSgt Phillip Weaver, Cpl Richard Jones, PC Brown and Deputy Chief Fire

Officer Richard Elliott of the Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service

NCOs rescued injured

soldier from
blazing vehicle

Feeling better already: Six-year-
old Daniel with Fus Joe Walker

Fus Joe to
the rescue
once again

FUS Joe Walker put his Army
medical skills to good use for
the second time in a month
when his patrol went to the
assistance of a boy who had
badly injured his hand.

Fus Walker, a member of a 1st
Battalion, The Royal Highland
Fusiliers patrol in the Poleglass
area of West Belfast, cleaned
and dressed a deep cut in the
six-year-old’s hand using the
patrol’s medical pack.

The boy’s father had been
unable to stem the bleeding.

Less than a month before, 19-
year-old Fus Walker, who has
learned first aid techniques
since joining the Army, had
helped to save the life of a
motorist badly hurt in a road
traffic accident in Belfast.

Ambulance crews praised his
actions.

TWO soldiers serving with
Shropshire-based 95 Signal
Squadron have received
awards for their bravery follow-
ing a serious road traffic acci-
dent last November.

SSgt Phillip Weaver and Cpl
Richard Jones were presented
with Certificates of Distin-
guished Conduct from the
Society for the Protection of
Life from Fire, and GOC’s
Commendations from Maj
Gen Robin Searby, GOC 5
Division.

Both men were in an Army
Land Rover in convoy to an
exercise in Germany when it

was struck from behind by a
heavy goods vehicle near
Twywell in Northamptonshire.

The Land Rover was pushed
into the vehicle in front and
caught fire. The two NCOs in
the front escaped, but a soldier
in the rear of the Land Rover,
Sig Jamie Walker, was engulfed
in flames.

SSgt Weaver and Cpl Jones
dragged him clear, sustaining
burns as they did so.

Sig Walker received serious
injuries. He was found to have
multiple fractures of both arms
and legs as well as severe burns
to his face.

Firemen stand down

EMERGENCY Army firemen
were not called on to fight any
major blazes in Essex during
the strike by county fire ser-
vices. Military crews provided
cover on seven occasions over a
six-week period.

Fourteen temporary fire sta-
tions were set up in locations
ranging from Territorial Army
centres to police stations.
Operation Fresco was co-ordi-
nated from a joint civilian,
police, fire and military control
centre at Chelmsford.

Twenty-ecight Green God-
desses were manned by troops

from 24 Airmobile Brigade
based at Colchester, including
28 Squadron, Queen’s Own
Gurkha Transport Regiment
(part of 10 Transport Regi-
ment RLC), 19 Regiment RA,
47 Regiment RA, 210 Signal
Squadron and B Company, 1st
Battalion, The Royal Scots. All
were trained in fire-fighting
techniques at the Defence Fire
School at RAF Wattisham.

Fire-fighting became the
main focus for 10 Transport
Regiment, which committed
367 British and Gurkha sol-
diers to Op Fresco.

What the papers have been saying

MoD hunt
policy for
review

FOX hunting may be banned
from more than half a million
acres of MoD land after a review
of policy. A ban would affect
around 60 hunts and force a
dozen to close. — Mail on
Sunday

-l Defence ministers are
studying an internal report to
determine whether they should
meet the “debt of honour” to
imprisoned doctors, nurses,
ambulance drivers and padres
who continued to care for those
in the PoW camps. British
authorities docked their pay,
believing they were being paid
by the Germans and ltalians. —
Sunday Times

A The “boot camp” for young
offenders at the Military Carrec-
tive Training Centre at Colch-
ester will continue for at least the
rest of the year after the Govern-
ment decided not to scrap the
experiment. — Times

1 The Armed Services are to
get a new £500 million detection
system aimed at preventing
them from falling victim to
“friendly fire”, the Government
announced. — Financial Times

Highland
Gunners
on parade

THE people of Colchester,
Essex, braved the elements to
cheer soldiers from 19 Regi-
ment Royal Artillery — The
Highland Gunners — when the
gunners paraded through the
town centre to celebrate the
granting of the borough’s Free-
dom.

Pride of place went to
105mm light guns which saw
action on Mount Igman over-
looking Sarajevo in 1995.

The  regiment  recruits
throughout the Highlands and
celebrates its tenth anniversary
this year.

9



Services .

with a sm

Three for one and one for all . . . celebrating
the reopening of the refurbished Army
Careers Office in Portsmouth are (left to
right) CPO Paddy Moran RN, Sgt John
Edney PWRR and Sgt Bill Marshall RAF.
Opened by Maj Gen Christopher Elliott,
the establishment in Cambridge Road is
now a tri-Service Armed Forces Careers
Office. Although situated in a Royal Navy-
oriented area (it backs on to the Navy's HMS
Temeraire PT corps headquarters and
sports stadium), the office will still be spon-
sored by the Army.

Also there for the opening were Com-
mander Recruiting Group, Brig John Milne,
and Lt Col Barney Rolfe-Smith, who heads
recruiting and liaison in the south.

e

Tpr Matthew Millington, on attach-
ment from The Queen’s Royal Lancers,
has just completed the intense House-
hold Cavalry riding course. And he did

§ SO in style, winning the Lockheart

Trophy for being best on course.

Matthew, who had to achieve the
standard set by Riding Master Maj
Sandy Sanderson, had never sat on a
horse before joining the regiment. Now
he can ride in full state uniform, perform
intricate cavalry drill moves . . . and
clean the vast jackboots, uniform and
saddle to exceptional standards. His
18-month attachment to the Household
Cavalry Mounted Regiment in Knights-
bridge will include the Queen’s Birthday
Parade, State visits, Queen’s Life
Guard and the Pageant of the Horse.

10

LIGHT
TRAINING

All set to take their turns
on the rifle range at
Cullybraggan Training
Camp near Perth are
Katherine Prudhoe (left)
and Rachel Morton,
both members of Tay-
forth Universities Offi-
cers’ Training Corps.
They were taking part in
Exercise Northern Lights.

At the cutting edge

Two Indian brothers are carrying on a family
tradition of cutting the hair of British Service-
men the world over. Abdul Joya, pictured at
his barber shop in Devils Tower Camp,
Gibraltar, and brother Haiji, based at Palace
Barracks in Holywood, Northern Ireland, are
following in the scissor-clips of their grand-
father, barber to British
Forces on the North
West Frontier during

the 1919 Afghan war.

AMC's FLYI N’G_S:FA\RTJ—
Heralding a faster, more user-friendly ser-
vice, Maj Gen Martin White, Director Gener-
al Log Sp (Army), reopens the Air Mounting
Centre (AMC) at Duke of Gloucester Bar-

racks, South Cerney. An extensive refur-
bishment programme has included
installation of new check-in desks, air
conditioning, Naafi kiosk and vending
machines.
Other changes include new processing
procedures, reducing the time most passengers have to spend at the centre, and security
arrangements which will allow passengers to travel direct to a waiting aircraft if necessary.

moves

Col Sylvia Quayle has
become the first Ter-
ritoritorial Army
member of the Queen
Alexandra’s Royal
Army Nursing Corps to 1’

a&i;-ﬂiﬁé—-ﬁﬂﬂi

command a field hospi-
tal. She is the new CO
of 256 (City of London)
Field Hospital (Volun-
teers). Until recently
she was matron of the
hospital. In civilian life,
Col Quayle is manag-
ing director of a group
which owns and man-
ages nursing homes
throughout the United
Kingdom.

from Peterborough-based 6th

Battalion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment joined drummers from The
London Regiment to play at the Chang-
ing of the Guard at Buckingham Palace.
Left to right are WO2 John Bradshaw,
Cpl Graham Coakes, LCpl Adrian

Ge These Territorial Army drummers

Howe, Dmr Andrew Richardson, Dmr
Paul Bottomley, CSgt Dave Jordan,
LCpl Adrian Hudson, and Cpl Brin
Clarke. They escorted the new guard
on parade and the old guard back to
Wellington Barracks, a role normally
filled by the Regular Corps of Drums
from the Household Division.

Cheshire grins

The Cheshire Regiment connection
was in evidence when Brig Keith
Skempton (left) and Lt Col John
Thompson were invested with New
Year Honours at Buckingham Palace.
Brig Skempton, now Chief of Staff and Deputy Commander British Forces Cyprus, is a former comr_n_and-
ing officer of the 1st Battalion. He received a CBE. Lt Col Thompson, who was awarded an OBE, Jomed
the 3rd Battalion as a Territorial Army officer and rose to command the unit. He is a teacher by profession.
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RESEARCH into cases of alleged
Gulf War Syndrome continues
with three major new studies
adding to the growing pool of
information. The new initiatives
(reported in Soldier, May 12) are
based on information collected by
questionnaires which will be sent
out between now and Christmas.

On BFBS we devoted a whole
Counterpoint programme to the
issues raised by research so far.

Two of the studies will be based
on guestionnaires sent out on a
random basis to those who
served in the Gulf as well as those
who did not. The forms are quite
long and detailed, and include
requests for information about
current state of

Gulf sickness
papers vital
to big picture

or given any details about you. In
two of the three studies, the
names have been chosen in a
completely random manner, and
in the third everyone will have a
copy.

The information will be sent
back to the research group
involved and held by them. It is
completely confidential and there
is no way in which information
about particular individuals can
be retrieved now or in the future.

This isn't diagnosis by post,
either. The information will not be
used to look at an individual's
health.

All the forms will have explanato-
ry notes and a freephone number
so that you can call in

health, any symp-
toms you may or may
not have had, and
about your experi-
ences.

It is an attempt to
obtain as much infor-
mation at one go as
possible and, to give
as accurate a picture
as possible, it is vital
that people who are
well and have had no
symptoms respond.

Everyone will get a form from
the London School of Hygiene,
where Dr Pat Doyle is researching
reproductive health. Again, she
needs as many replies as possi-
ble from all sections of the Service
community whether they are con-
nected to service in the Gulf or
not.

There will also be questions
about the health of children born
to Service families.

In all cases the appearance of
a questionnaire has no sinister
connotation. It doesn’'t mean that
anyone has suggested your name

if you need more
information.

As to the final out-
come, this will be
published in scientific
journals and the
press, so everyone
should have a chance
to see the results.

Having talked to
the researchers |
urge you, if you get
one or more forms, to
fill them in. Veterans
who insist their illnesses are relat-
ed to service in the Gulf need to
know where they stand, and the
information may prove vital for the
future.

It is a difficult area to talk about
without bringing in emotional
arguments, so this scientific work
will enable us to conduct future
discussions with more hard facts
and fewer subjective judgements.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO
786; or c/o Soldier.

Mrs Catherine Reid with Cpl Stuart McInnes and his son Callum
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ence to help families of the Preston-based 1st Battalion, The Duke
of Wellington’s Regiment raise money for charity. Her contribution
in sponsorship accounted for more than half the £600 which they
collected for the Foundation for the Study of Infant Deaths. First
snip was made by Cathy Bailey (above left), who co-ordinated the
families’ fund-raising efforts, and the “extremely short back and
sides” was completed by Carol Beetham (top right).

ADVENTURE training huts at Dun-

donnel, Tulloch and Kingussie are
being taken over by HQ Scotland
from the Joint Services Mountain
Training Centre. They will be avail-
able to units for adventurous train-
ing and may be booked through
Inverness TC.

The hut at Newtonmore is to
close.

J O 0

A new insurance portfolio aimed
at the needs of Service personnel
has been announced by United
Services Mutual Insurance Agency
(USMIA), a different branch of the
company behind the PAX range of
insurance.

Products offer flexibility to meet
the needs of military personnel and
MoD civilians and their families
waorldwide.

Call 01233 211334 for a brochure
or USMIA direct on 01227 593138.
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TV Gladiaters Vogue and Falcan
put in an appearance for the open-
ing of Naafi's first sports bar,
Rocky's, at Gibraltar Barracks,
Minley. The themed bar will pro-
vide young sappers with a place to
relax and watch their favourite

Tidworth launches
anti-crime project

A SCHEME designed to cut crime
in the military garrison of Bulford
and Tidworth has been launched
by the Chief Constable of Wiltshire.

Known as Patchwatch, it will
provide a system for the military
community to report suspicions
and concerns to the military and
civilian police.

The scheme is felt to be particu-
larly valuable at a time when Ser-
vicemen and women are being

called upon to spend weeks, and
sometimes months, away on train-
ing and operations, and when the
towns themselves are poised to
enter a period of growth.
Patchwaich is part of a larger
garrison community plan aimed at
improving facilities and quality of
life. There will be more sporting
and saocial events and more social
and community facilities for chil-
dren, parents and single soldiers.

CHILDREN from both communities in North Belfast
spent a fun-packed open day at Girdwood base where
they were entertained by soldiers of the 2nd Royal Tank
Regiment nearing the end of a six-month deployment.
The tankies organised games and provided lunch. Maj
Charlie Hunt said: “It's a bit of a tradition in Girdwood to
invite children from as many schools as possible, and the
feedback from the schools has been very, very positive.”

Safe and sound in new playground

SUNSHINE and smiles were much
in evidence when Mrs Catherine
Reid, wife of Armed Forces Minis-
ter Dr John Reid, opened a new
playground for Army children on
the Fugglestone Estate at Wilton.

The facility was the idea of Cpl
Stuart Mcinnes, a father of two
who lives on the estate and works
at nearby Headquarters Land
Command.

He was concerned that smaii
children were having to be taken
across the busy main road to reach
a play area on the other side, and
thought a new playground would
bring the community of 32 houses

closer together. Cpl Meclnnes
approached the Defence Housing
Executive (DHE) which agreed to
the scheme.

Work started in January to create
a brightly-coloured  playground
specially designed to be virtually
vandal-proof. The latest type of
safety surface provides a soft land-
ing for any child who falls from a
piece of equipment.

“I's been a definite success,”
said Cpl Mclnnes as his three-
year-old son Callum tried out the
climbing frame. “It was ready in
time for the first warm weather and
it has been really superb.

- sports on large TV screens. Sport-

N
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Getting ready for one of a series of Army Families
Federation roadshows are (from left) Sue Hyslop
(editor, Army Families Journal), roadshow manag-
er Sue Bonney, AFF area co-ordinator Alison
Neate, and chairman Cherry Milne.

They set up stall in the Connaught Centre in
Aldershot Garrison to meet wives and families and
listen to their concerns. Other roadshows to pro-

“My original thought was to ask
for some goalposts, and then |
thought why not go the whole way
and ask for a playground. | thought
it would be rejected, but the DHE
was really helpful.

“It has brought the whole com-
munity together as well. Everyone
is starting to speak to one another
and it has become a focal point for
people to meet up.”

The DHE has provided several
similar playgrounds for Army quar-
ters. Mr Brian Harrison, the area
manager, said the organisation felt
the facilities were an important part
of any community.

mote the work of the AFF have or will be held at
Swanton Morley, Colchester and Northern Ireland.

“It gives us an opportunity to talk to wives at first
hand and to see if the issues we think are the main
concerns are also their main concerns,” said
Cherry. One issue raised frequently was the prob-
lem of employment opportunities for wives accom-
panying their husbands on posting.

Adventure
huts In
Scotland
available
to units

ing memorabilia will be displayed
thoughout the bar and the staff will
dress in sporting outfits.
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The Royal British Legion has
launched itself on to the Inter-
net. Features include a “Lost
Trails” facility for veterans to
make contact with each other.
The RBL site address is
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk.

a O Q

Plans for a Bill on pension shar-
ing on divorce, to come into force in
the year 2000, have been
announced by Harriet Harman,
Secretary of State for Social Secu-
rity and Minister for Women.

J O 0

BT is to provide the Union Jack
Club in London with ISDN lines
and direct dialling capabilities from
bedrooms. The system will allow
calls to be accurately billed, and
improve efficiency in the Union
Jack’s reservation system.

Jd O 0

The 1997 National Franchise
Exhibition is to be held at the NEC,
Birmingham from October 3-5. Vis-
itors can buy tickets and register
for a free information pack by ring-
ing the Franchise hotline on 01203
426461. Tickets bought in advance
quality for discounts.

A computer disk advice and
information facility called Fran-
chise Explorer has been devel-
oped by Enterprise Advisory
Service based at Petersfield,
Hampshire. Details on 01730
269300.

J O 0

A Certificate of Higher Educa-
tion in War Studies has been intro-
duced by the University of
Birmingham. Details on 0121 414
5607/7259.
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7 37:V0 V[ 3 NATO ENGINEER TRAINING CENTRE HAS EXCITING FUTURE

PICTURE the scene: a multi-national
peacekeeping operation somewhere in the
world. As a combat engineer you have to
build a new bridge to join together a village
cut in half by a war-damaged river crossing.
To do this you have to collapse the danger-
ous old one in order to construct the new.
The question is, how much explosive do
you need to get the job done? Would 63
kilograms do the trick? Maybe 105.8kg?

interoperability in NATO’s Allied Com-
mand Europe.

Initially for platoon leaders and instruc-
tors of the nations of the Northern and
Central Army Groups, it was extended
after two years to engineer commanders.
The battalion commander and senior engi-
neer staff officer course was introduced
later. Further expansion resulted in the

Attending the instructors’ course were
two British sappers, Cpl David Foley from
22 Engr Regt based at Tidworth and Cpl
Roy Dobbs from 35 Engr Regt at Hameln.

“There is a lot of operational experience
on this course,” said Cpl Foley. “Getting
used to the French and German translation
after every few sentences took a few min-
utes, but it’s a great chance to find out the
way other sappers from around NATO

Possibly 1,265kg?

There are many factors to consider:
length, width, design, construction,
foundations, stress points . . . the list
goes on and on.

The answer, depending on whether
you are Norwegian, British, or German,
is “Yes”. Each nation has its own combat
engineers who are taught their own solu-
tions to such problems — and solutions
vary.

Further questions arise from this
principle. If you are a British Royal
Engineer working on the bridge and you
are required to hand over to a German
Army combat engineer who is taking over,
what happens to your carefully planned
and precisely positioned 105.8kg of explo-
sive? You are a good 1,100kg too light, at
least according to your German colleague.
Or maybe you are taking over from him.
Too heavy by the same
amount.

“Welcome to the world
of Interoperability,” said
Lt Col Klaus Op De Hipt, course director
at the Euro NATO Training Engineer
Centre (ENTEC).

“Combat engineer principles remain the
same — mobility, countermobility, surviv-
ability — but the practice varies across
NATO,” he added.

The quote you hear everywhere
you go throughout the training Engi-
neer centre in Munich is: “Interoper-
ability is a question of attitude”.

The prevailing attitude in this
Bavarian school of excellence is most
definitely positive.

Located at the German Army
Engineer School in  Munich,
ENTEC is the only NATO training
centre for engineer officers and
NCOs.

It was founded in 1977 by eight
nations signing a memorandum of
understanding, Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, Germany, Netherlands,
Norway, United Kingdom, and the
United States of America. All con-
tribute to the running and decide on
the activities of ENTEC.

14

Report: Chris Kinsville-Heyne
Pictures: Terry Champion

i

Lt Col Mark Norbury (left) and Lt Col

junior staff officer courses as well as the
export of ENTEC training in engineer
interoperability through the deployment of
a mobile training team and a shift towards
NATO’s rapid reaction corps (ARRC) and
the multinational LANDCENT. It is an
acknowledgement that
engineers are now more
heavily committed to
operations other than war
than at any previous time.

Mobile courses were run almost weekly
during the latter part of 1995, when models
of mines found in former Yugoslavia were
taken to NATO bases throughout Europe.

=y
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Its mission is to promote engincer Back to school: sappers from several NATO countries pa

Klaus Op De Hipt

do the same job.”

Cpl Dobbs added: “We already find
ourselves working shoulder to shoulder
with NATO engineers, and we may well
be doing that more and more in the
future. It’s only sensible to find out how
everyone works and there’s nothing
better than first-hand experience. The
Americans have told us about their expe-
riences in Bosnia and the French are
about to discuss Africa.”

SSgt James Mitchell from Connecti-
cut, USA, is a squad leader with Alpha
Company of the 94th Engineer Battal-
ion. In 1995 he was in Zagreb and in

1996 he was located at Eagle Base in Tuzla,
Bosnia-Hercegovina.

“I thought I knew a lot from my experi-
ence in Bosnia,” he said “but after arriving
here I realised I didn’t. You have to keep a
totally open attitude to the course as there
is so much to learn from the instructors
and everyone else on the course.”

Those sentiments were echoed by the
British Army instructor on the multi-
national staff, QMSI Will McDonald.

“We are constantly updating all our
information. This comes from personal
experiences of Norwegian, German,
British and American engineers in Bosnia,

y close attention to an ENTEC lecture

Cpl Roy Dobbs (left) and Cpl David Foley (centre) examine a fuse on a
German anti-tank mine at the NATO school in Munich

the French engineers in Africa, and the
Brits and Americans in the Gulf. When you
think that an engineer’s main reason for
being is either to create a problem for an
enemy or to solve a problem that the enemy
has created, there is always something new
to learn. That may be a technique or the
working of a new piece of kit,” he
explained.

An anonymous military observer once
said: “You will usually find that the enemy
has three courses open to him, and of these

-r.——":q‘ﬂf—:»:-‘ i

he will adopt the
fourth.” It is this variable
that keeps Dutch Army
Lt Col Jan Hogenboom
a very busy man.

In keeping with the
forward thinking of
ENTEC, Lt Col Hogen-
boom is the co-ordinat-
ing officer for creating a
database of lessons
learnt. This has rapidly
become a focal point
for the ENTEC
member states look-
ing for the latest
updates, solutions,
and information on
engineering systems.

The net is cast
far and wide, from
NATO engineers in
Cambodia, Cyprus,
Croatia, and the
Lebanon, to Iraq,
Kuwait and Mace-
donia.

Advancing tech- a British bar mine
nology, especially in
the field of data transfer can cause par-
ticular difficulties. The basic problems
of interoperability were highlighted by
Belgian Army combat engineer Capt

This one’s mine: QMSI Will McDonald, a British Michel Pihard.

Army instructor on the multi-national staff

“Something as simple as a plug can

almost bring a multi-
national operation to a
standstill,” he said.

“Suppose the Danes
took over from the
Americans on an oper-
ation and went to use
the electrical circuits
they had set up. The
US voltage runs at 110.
The Europeans use
220. A potential prob-
lem, especially if it’s not
been thought through
previously.

“It's not insur-
mountable, but it is
time spent on some-
thing other than getting
the job done.

“A  standardisation
agreement — known as a
STANAG - can be
drawn up once the
format has been
agreed. A form is then
designed by each
nation which presents
the relevant informa-
tion in a standardised format. This is usual-
ly in the three main European languages:
English, French, and German.”

It is reassuring for the British that Eng-
lish is the native language of more than 350

® Turn to next page
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On screen: film plays its part in the learning
process for NATO engineers

Language is
first hurdle

for sappers
to overcome

® From Page 15

million people and has official status in 70
countries.

Sod’s law, unfortunately, suggests that
on a cold, wet, night you will find yourself
trying to understand an Italian combat
engineer talking about a condotrora sopraele-
vata, a Norwegian describing an overjordisk
rorledning,a German remonstrating about
his oberirdische Rohrleitung,and a French
Canadian becoming animated about la
canalisation de surface. Not everyone refers
to an “aboveground pipeline” in the same
way.

Capt Arild Hopstad of the Norwegian
Army is currently undertaking the task of
preparing the 3,000 terms and phrases in
the Combat Engineering Dictionary in all
NATO languages.

A CD Rom version of the dictionary is

16

presenting it to their students

-

under way as is a handbook of equipment.

“Language is often the first hurdle to
cross,” he said. “Although English is widely
spoken, the technical words may not be
known. The dictionary, CD Rom, and
handbook would at least start to solve the
problem.”

The British liaison officer to the German
Army Engineer School, Lt Col Mark Nor-
bury, provides a focus for people wanting
information on the British or German
armies, their equipment and potential joint
ventures.

“The diplomatic fostering of relations
could well describe the job,” he said. Born
in Germany and a former chief instructor
at RMA Sandhurst and CO of 12 Engineer
Regt, Lt Col Norbury is also liaison officer
to the Nuclear, Biological and Chemical

Cpl Roy Dobbs (left) and Cpl David Foley set about solving an engineering problem before

OMSI Will McDonald gives a lecture on different types of mines encountered around the world

Warfare and Military Police schools at Son-
thofen and the German Army University in
Munich. “Each country that has signed the
memorandum of understanding provides
an officer for the working group. The group
decides the direction for training and
courses.”

Spain, Portugal, and Italy wish to join
and the Partnership for Peace nations are
interested in the developments at ENTEC,
having sent observers to several courses.

The future holds some excitement for
ENTEC. The possibility of becoming a
NATO school, and therefore answerable to
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers
Europe (SHAPE), depends on a number of
factors. But a better understanding of
ENTEC would certainly result in a greater
use of its staff and their undoubted skills.



737\ Y[ 3 KING'S REGIMENT EXERCISES IN EGYPT

ASKED what they thought of exercising in
Egypt, members of the 1st Battalion, The
King’s Regiment — from private soldier to
commanding officer — responded: “It’s dif-
ferent.”

Based in Dhekelia Garrison, Cyprus, the
battalion deployed its headquarters, C
Company and elements of D Company to
the desert for a ten-day joint exercise with
the Egyptian Army.

They were there to pass on British Army
experience during internal security exercis-
es in a United Nations context.

At all levels, from battalion commander
in exercise control to rifleman on the
ground, there were British and Egyptian
soldiers working shoulder to shoulder . . .
depending on the hour. Some negotiating
by Lt Col Clive Hodges, CO 1 Kings, was
necessary to impress on the hosts that war
is a 24-hour commitment.

LANGUAGE

Two major challenges throughout the
planning and implementation of Exercise
Golden Shield III were the language diffi-
culties and the top-heavy rank structure of
the Egyptian Army, which was addressed
with several promotions in the field.

But it was not captains that were needed
so much as brigadiers and generals.

Lt Col Roy Paterson, AGC(ETS), who
is fluent in Arabic, said it had been “good
to learn a new language” after finding that
many of the Egyptian soldiers used local
dialects which varied considerably.

Visitors to the exercise included the
British Ambassador, Mr David Blather-
wick, Air Chief Marshal Sir John Willis,

, 1 Kings

Cpl Bob School

P

and Commander Dhekelia Garrison, Col Col Mike Brooke, Commander Dhekelia Garrison, is briefed in a sangar by Kgm Richie Gleave.
Mike Brooke. Inset: Lt Col Clive Hodges, CO 1 Kings, in the land of the Pyramids. Among the regiment's
battle honours is “Egypt 1882”
WEAPONS ' gypRT s
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SAB80s and AK47s were exchanged as
the troops familiarised themselves with the
their different weapon systems. A challenge
was issued to C Coy to race the Egyptians
at stripping and re-assembling the general
purpose machine gun . . . and duly won by
Cpl Flemming.

The hosts laid on a cultural evening
before the exercise began. Officers were
invited to dine at the Officers’ Club in
Cairo, and later joined the rest of the exer-
cise personnel at the El Galaa Theatre to
watch the traditional Ra Da dance troop
perform.

Sport was also on the agenda, and a 1-1
football score was the diplomatic outcome.

For many, highlight of the deployment
was a visit to the Pyramids and the trea- - i :
sures of the Egyptian Museum in Cairo. LCpl Paul Atherton briefs Kgm Paul Johnson on his arcs of fire
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ROYAL ENGINEERS EARN THEIR WATER WINGS IN PORTSMOUTH HARBOUR

Report: Laurie Manton
Pictures: Terry Cham

A SALT water lake at Portsmouth once
used to test experimental torpedoes is pro-
viding an ideal underwater training facility
for Army divers.

The 1km stretch of water, at Horsea
Island in Portsmouth harbour, is part of the
Defence Diving School (DDS) created by
collocating the single-Service diver training
organisations at the site.

Among the organisation’s main roles are
responsibility for training Regular and TA
divers and providing advice on all Army
diving matters and the maintenance of air
breathing equipment.

Providing that ad-
vice i1s Maj Tom
Flowers RE, who
wears several hats.

He is the Diver Train-

ing Officer (Army),

Chief Instructor, o

Head of Service and [ :
Superintendent of ‘1 ; ‘
Diving (Army).

In the last-named
post — distinguished by its abbreviated title,
SOD (Army) — he provides the Engineer-
in-Chief with advice on diving policy
including operations, the trial of new
equipment, diver records and, through the
Diving Inspectorate, monitors the stan-
dards of operational readiness of unit
diving teams.

“Most people are slightly surprised to
find the Army has divers and, even more so,
that the Royal Engineers pioneered mili-
tary diving before the Royal Navy,” Maj
Flowers told Soldier.

“Effectively, we are commercial divers in
uniform. The Paras use parachutes to get
to their place of work, our divers use diving
suits to get to their workplace.”

Army diving tasks fall into three broad
categories: underwater demolition, under-
water construction and direct support to

water-crossing operations.

These might include the use of underwa-

Maj Tom Flowers

“

Novice divers prepare to undergo another dive in the lake at Horsea Island during Exercise Hard Fin. At the height of the three-day endurance

test they were subjected to sleep deprivation and spent up to six hours at a stretch in the water

ter tools ranging from a hacksaw to sophis-
ticated thermic lance cutting equipment; a
chainsaw to — if a degree less precision is
required — explosives.

Underwater construction tasks might be
as basic as simple sandbagging or as techni-
cal as the emplacement of reinforced con-
crete foundations.

Sappers’ support 1o water-crossing ops
includes river-bed profiling and the search,

The type B re-compression chamber forms an img ortant part of the Army’s safe diving strategy. Sgt
Les Levick (left) checks the controls, while LCpl Jc hn Janion prepares to enter

recovery and the neutralising of land
mines. The corps also offers specialist
diving support skills in the areas of land
explosive ordnance disposal, ship-to-shore
fuel handling equipments and sewer
searches.

Tasks are carried out in all weathers and
in all underwater conditions using simple
self-contained breathing apparatus or more
sophisticated surface demand gear.

The Royal Engineers have about 300
divers based with operational
units, formed into 17
teams. Typically, a 500-
strong engineer regiment
might have a team of 12
divers on its strength.

Before being accepted
for training at the Royal
Engineers Diver Training
Wing (REDTW), candi-
dates have to pass a rigorous
medical examination and
aptitude test. Three main
levels of qualification provide
the framework of expertise
required by units: com-
pressed air diver, advanced
diver and diving supervisor.

“The six-week basic A
course for compressed air
divers qualifies them to dive as deep as
30m,” explained Capt Dom Digby.

“Once they have accrued 50 hours of
diving time and are recommended to do
so, they can attend the advanced course.
After that they can dive down to 50m.”

novice diver enter
water feet first

Staple ingredient of every basic diving
course is the much-unloved Exercise Hard
Fin, which involves a three-day endurance
test during which novices are deprived of
sleep and spend up to six hours at a stretch
in the water, where they are tested on basic
skills such as buoyancy control, fin and
breathing techniques.

Each diver has to learn to cut and bolt
together pieces of metal while underwater.
To help them, metal work benches, com-

plete with vices, have been
placed on the bed of the lake.
Later in the course, sol-
diers gain fast-water diving
experience in strong tidal cur-
rents off the Dorset coast,
carry out underwater demoli-
tions, search the sea bed
under the hulls of warships
moored in Portsmouth har-
bour, and — using special
breathing equipment — look
for bodies in sewers and
other polluted water sources.
Although the RE Wing

& lost its single-Service
S autonomy when it com-
s the bined with its Royal Navy

counterparts, Maj Flowers
has no regrets.

“Collocation was a big plus for Army
diving and our ability to provide quality
training has been increased,” he said. The
Defence Diving School is a brilliant fac-
ility, and we have to keep pinching our-
selves and asking if it is for real.”
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Headquarters of the British Garrison in Hong Kong are in the Prince of Wales Barracks (bottom right), which occupies one of the most expen-

sive harbour-front sites in the world. The swimming pool alone is valued at billions of pounds, and land has been reclaimed between the HQ
building and the harbour to add further billions to the value of the barracks

WOlunitaea@rSaas
an exclusive club

CAPT Dennis Cheung is a member of an
exclusive club. The plaque on the door in
the main building of the Hong Kong Jockey
Club reveals only that RHKR
Association Ltd conducts its
business in the rarefied atmos-
phere of one of the world’s best-
appointed race courses.

Inside, the ambience derives
from that special brand of famil-
iarity that exists in a community
of ex-Servicemen, writes John
Elliott. :

Dennis, who has worked for Capt De
the British Garrison for close to
quarter of a century, was also an officer in
The Royal Hong Kong Regiment (The Vol-
unteers), the part-time force which dis-
banded on September 3, 1995.

Now the Volunteers, an extraordinary
cross-section of Hong Kong society, meet at

nnis Cheung

Happy Valley in their squadron groups on
different nights of the week. Government
officials, architects, doctors and dentists,
artisans and artists . . . more than
900 in all when their 141 years of
service came to an abrupt end.

Dennis, a clerk in the garrison
from 1977-81, and an informa-
tion officer on the Joint Service
Public Relations staff from 1984,
misses the involvement he had
with the regiment for more than
18 years.

The exercises in the New Ter-
ritories, the challenge of helping
to secure the border with China, the attach-
ments to British Army units . . .

In its early days the Volunteers were
dominated by British and Portuguese per-
sonnel; when it disbanded, 99 per cent were
Chinese. They were commanded by a

British Army lieutenant colonel, whose staff
included a training officer and a regimental
sergeant major from the Regulars.

It all began in 1854 when 99 men
answered a call from the colonial authority
on the outbreak of the Crimean War: their
mission, to defend lives and property in the
absence of the fleet. It was a short-lived
force, stability in Europe leading to its first
disbandment eight years later. “The Ninety-
Nine”, the originals, are still toasted today.

Re-formed within months, the Volun-
teers lasted four more years in their second
incarnation before settled times once more
undermined their usefulness.

In 1878 they were raised again, this
time as the Artillery Volunteers, existing
from that time, give a name change or two,
until the autumn of 1995 when Britain’s
Hong Kong Garrison began the process of

@® Turn to next page

21



| THE REFUGE

Troop accommodation on Stonecutters Island

island
the su

SNAKE FARM, gunpowder magazine,
prison, smallpox refuge, hospital, military
base . . . Stonecutters Island has been many
things to many people.

No longer an island — the world’s busiest
harbour has “reached out” and engulfed
one end of it — Stonecutters has most
recently provided a barracks for the final
resident British battalions and a headquar-
ters for the Hong Kong Military Service
Corps.

Its buildings, a patchwork of ancient and
modern, reflect the many purposes to
which its now peaceful acres have been
subjected.

Even in the presence of an infantry bat-
talion, the island remained a tranquil place.
In its last days as a British territory it
appeared worlds away from the sky-scrap-
ered city shimmering out of the harbour
haze just a short ferry-ride away.

Named after the peasants who quarried
its resouces centuries ago, Stonecutters was
claimed for the Crown in January 1861,
when the Chinese Manchu Empire ceded it
and Kowloon in perpetuity. As Hong Kong
had been established in 1843, the island

Pictures: Terry Champion

was immediately drawn into the colony.

A gaol was built on Stonecutters in 1866
and a prison hulk anchored off its shores.
Someone had a change of mind and the
cells were never used for their intended pur-
pose.

A powder magazine was started in 1870,
a forerunner of what was to be the Royal
Navy Armaments Depot. Subsequently it
became an Army depot, later known as the
Ammunition Sub Depot RAOC.

When smallpox threatened to decimate

the colony in 1870s, the government
attempted to isolate carriers of the dreaded
disease by placing them in quarantine on
Stonecutters.

A legacy of the time is the grave on a
grassy bank in the north-west corner. It is
the last resting place of William L. Anning-
son, an inspector of police who contracted
smallpox and perished on the island.

While the bodies of Chinese patients
were claimed by relatives, European victims
were buried at sea in an attempt to contain

Above — World apart. This short stretch of water has preserved the tranquility of Stonecutters
Island from the frenetic pace of Hong Kong in the distance
Left - The flag of The Staffordshire Regiment flies above the 1st Battalion’s headquarters on

Stonecutters

the disease. Why Inspector Anningson was
buried on the island is not known.

Before the turn of the century a hospital
for poor people was built, and gun batteries
were constructed for the defence of the
island. In 1980 it was designated a military
reserve area and thereafter closed to the
civilian population.

By the outbreak of the First World War
Stonecutters was predominantly Royal
Navy, but with Royal Artillery personnel
manning its gun batteries. Much of its use
was recreational.

A large Chinese population — mostly
amahs and boys working in the quarters,
messes and barracks — moved in. Stallhold-
ers and small businesses opened for busi-

ness along Range Road, enabling residents
to do most of their shopping on the island.

Underground storage chambers for the
RN armaments depot were completed in
1935, and Wuthering Heights quarters,
used for officers’ accommodation, dates
from that time.

When the Japanese attacked in Decem-
ber 1941, troops stationed on Stonecutters
withdrew by ferry after practically every
building had been hit. The Japanese held it
for the next 3!/> years, using it mostly for
rest and recreation.

They also introduced a snake farm to
produce and collect serum. A gun mount
on Wuthering Heights is Japanese, but little
other evidence of the occupation remains.

Trough times
in the
Eagle’s Nest

IN the early Seventies, the old Hong Kong
Hilton — subsequently flattened for offices —
introduced a lunchtime promotion in their top
floor Eagle’s Nest restaurant. No one thought
it could last long, believing that it would bank-
rupt the hotel.

Not only could you eat as much as you liked
from the vast hot and cold buffet, but you
could also drink as
much as you
wanted . . . and this
wasn't limited to the
house wine.

One tended to
start with a few G
and Ts, followed by
wine with lunch and
coffee and cognac
or lIrish coffee to
follow.

The young bloods
of the military, when
not on border duties, tended to take the place
over every Friday. Saturday was left to the
banking set.

They were the only lunches I've been to
where everyone turned up on the dot for a
midday start. A few minutes from closing
time, at 3 o’clock, the standard operating pro-
cedure was to order two, three or four more
Irish coffees. Amazingly, this was allowed.

| remember some great lunches in the old
Eagles’ Nest, especially with the lIrish
Guards, who were usually led by their genial
RC padre. We were all, no doubt, subsidised
by the many genteel Chinese ladies who also
lunched there, but sat on an orange squash,
for the Hilton kept the deal going for a couple
of years.

And the cost . . . a whopping HK$18, about
£1.25. — Capt George S Mackenzie, 7th
DEO Gurkha Rifles, on the staff at HQ 48
Gurkha Infantry Brigade.

George Mackenzie

-
Exclusive club
® From Page 21
disbanding itself. Regimental archives
reveal that the Volunteers were called out
in 1864 to subdue an outbreak of rioting
between British and Indian troops, and in
1899 they were ordered to defend Kowloon
during what turned out to be an unfounded
war scare following the extension of British

administration to the New Territories.
With the recall of British Forces to
Europe during the First World War, the

Volunteers were the only military unit left in
Hong Kong.

Chinese were gradually recruited in the
1920s, starting with Sir Mankam Lo, an
Oxford-educated barrister who enlisted as a
private soldier.

In 1933, the regiment acquired its first
armoured car, complete with two machine-
guns. Four more followed.

Although the original was scrapped
before the outbreak of the Second World
War, the others all played a part in the
battle for Hong Kong in December 1941.

The Hong Kong Volunteer Defence
Corps, as it was then known, mobilised
2,200 of all ranks, including three rifle and
four machine-gun companies, five batteries
and the usual ancillary units.

When the Japanese invaded, 289 Volun-
teers were listed as killed or missing. Many
others were wounded or captured. A few
escaped to mainland China and joined the
British mission to the Chinese nationalists,
others served with Orde Wingate’s Chindits.

Many were taken prisoner and, like
Arthur Gomes (see Page 23, June 9 issue),

spent most of the next four years in captivity.

After the war, the Volunteers reorganised
to become part of the Hong Kong Defence
Force, which had integral air and naval ele-
ments. In recognition of their services, sol-
diers of the regiment were awarded 19
decorations for gallantry and good service.

In 1957 the regiment was granted the
battle honour “Hong Kong”, to be carried
on the Queen’s Colour. Its first Colours,
awarded in 1928, were buried in 1941 to
prevent them falling to the Japanese.

Their remains were unearthed in the

Central Districtin 1957 and put on display.

The force was granted its “Royal” title in
1951. Later the naval unit was phased out,
and in 1970 the Defence Force was dis-
banded to make way for the Royal Hong
Kong Regiment and the Royal Hong Kong
Auxiliary Air Force.

An infantry regiment until the early Six-
ties, it was than given a reconnaissance role
with infantry and home guard companies.
Equipped with Land Rovers, it trained reg-
ularly, supported 48 Gurkha Infantry
Brigade in internal security and anti-illegal

immigration operations, sent officer cadets
to Sandhurst, and relieved the British Army
on the border for a week every November.

All that is gone . . . but not forgotten.
Dennis Cheung and his comrades see to
that in their Happy Valley clubhouse.

And the spirit of the Volunteers lives on
in the form of what was once its Junior
Leaders’ section, now the backbone of the
Hong Kong Adventure Corps.

Dennis and his family are preparing for a
new life in the West. He is about to begin a
job as a sports journalist in America.
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Life on

AS politicians negotiated the future of Hong Kong in the mid-1980s and its stock market fluc-
tuated alarmingly, life in Gun Club Hill Barracks, situated in the heart of teeming Kowloon,
remained reassuringly stable, writes Judith Stares.

Gun Club Hill, long since closed, was then home to the Gurkha Transport Regiment and
the Queen’s Gurkha Signals. With their cheerfully tranquil natures, the Gurkha residents

Modern quarters in Hong Kong are a far cry
from village homes in Nepal

Standard issue mortar and pestle
used by Gurkha wives to prepare
the spices for the daily bhat

refused to be troubled by uncertainty over
the future.

Gurkha soldiers worked a three-year con-
tract before returning to Nepal for six
months’ leave. While the first two tours were
unaccompanied, wives and families were
allowed to join their husbands on subsequent
tours, accommodation permitting.

Modern quarters at Gun Club Hill Bar-
racks, now handed back to the Hong Kong
Government, were regarded with great pride
by Gurkha families thrown into a dramatic
cultural somersault when they arrived from
primitive Nepalese hill villages to live in one
of the world’s most exciting cities.

A senior Gurkha officer was on hand to
watch over them in a fatherly way, helping
them to adapt. There was a fine line to tread,
because it was felt unwise for families to
become too “westernised”. They faced a
return to Nepal and would need to be
accepted by, and accept for themselves, their
old communities.

Most would return as relatively wealthy
people, in a position to build their own
houses. A typical Nepalese dwelling was con-
structed as a show house in the grounds of
the barracks. While it had all the outer charm
of a thatched English cottage, visitors were
reminded that in its native surroundings, the
floors would be of bare earth, there would be
no running water and no electricity.

Smoke from a central fire percolated
through the roof, fumigating pests.

The barracks’ smart quarters were a far cry
from this, and in 1984 there were 116 wives
and 300 children enjoying “innovations”
such as television sets. Their immaculate
bathrooms and kitchens were filled with
every kind of cleaner and abrasive, all of
which were considered to be of great novelty
value.

The Nepalese influence was represented by
a giant mortar and pestle for grinding spices,
a standard issue item from Army stores.
Wives used it to make the famous bhat, or
Gurkha curry.

Brian D

Helping with the cultural challenges of
families at Gun Club Hill Barracks was
someone from the WRVS, an essential link
between the Gurkhas® domestic and military
lives.

A shy, retiring people by nature, it could
take a long time for welfare staff to build a
rapport with them. Some from rural areas
had never been to school and could neither
read nor write.

The WRVS organised shopping trips and
leisure activities, even introducing the
Gurkha women to the “terrors” of the escala-
tors on the underground.

Younger wives were soon playing bad-
minton, swimming and absorbing the latest
fashion trends - although under strict
instructions to wear only their saris or
lunghis. The rules at Gun Club Hill Barracks

Gun Club Hill Barracks, once home to the Gurkhas stationed in Hong Kong

,

were upheld by the Gurkha Major, who had
spent a lifetime in the Army.

Girls were allowed to wear jeans or casual
dress until they got married, but afterwards
anything less than formal attire was not con-
sidered suitable, and would be unacceptable
in Nepal.

Another essential part of the Gurkha
entourage was the goldsmith. In Gun Club
Hill it was run by Bekha Ratna Sakya and his
family, a long-established business within the
barracks. In Nepal, banks were viewed with a
certain amount of suspicion, and the
Nepalese traditionally had their money trans-
formed into gold which wives wore as jew-
ellery around their throats, and in the ears
and noses.

A tiny hospital in the barracks acted as a
half-way house between the families and the

— A ©

The golds
24

mith’s shop. Mr Bekha Ratna Sakya with his wife and son

A Gurkha family in front of the shrine and temple used on feast days

main British Military Hospital in Hong
Kong. For many newcomers, used to walking
for several days to the nearest medical facili-
ty, this was truly wonderful. Not surprisingly,
most Gurkhas wanted their families with
them so that they could take advantage of
facilities so superior to anything in Nepal.

Curiously, a major problem was teaching
young Gurkhas to drive in the statutory eight
weeks. Those from the mountains had rarely
seen a wheel, let alone a vehicle, and they had
to learn to cope quickly with Hong Kong
traffic capable of testing the stoutest nerves.

The pleasure of Gurkha families trans-
planted to be part of the British Army in
Hong Kong was all too obvious. Despite the
fact that the Indian Army had room for ten
times as many Gurkhas, their first choice was
invariably the British colours.

How Big Wave
Bay lost its

‘feeling’

Good beaches abound in Hong Kong. At the
end of a single-track road, Big Wave Bay fea-
tured soft sand, big waves, a marked
absence of the hordes that plagued other
beaches . . . and a “feeling”.

| had swum off Big Wave Beach in 1958 and

1959, and in 1964
returned to the Colony
and found myself, with
others, on a hillside
overlooking the beach,
under canvas for a week
of adventurous training.
Always that “feeling”.
The successful exer-
cise was repeated in
1965 when we saw the

lan Leggat

northern end of the beach and adjacent land
being excavated for the foundations of a
leisure complex and marina. Mechanical dig-
gers uncovered about 30 skeletons, at first
indicating a forgotten cemetery.

Later it emerged that the skeletons were
wired together, and the proliferation of British
military equipment and badges evidenced a

wartime atrocity.

The bones were re-interred elsewhere. And
Big Wave Bay lost its “feeling”. — lan Leggatt,
who served in Hong Kong for about five
years between 1958 and 1966, as a corpo-
ral with 56 Coy RMP, and as sergeant in
charge of the Legal Aid Bureau, HQ Land

Forces.

Tank tunnel

In December 1972 a squadron of Centurion
tanks drove through the newly-opened Lion
Rock Tunnel in the middle of the night en
route from Clearwater Bay to Sek Kong.

C Squadron, The Royal Hussars (PWO)

was based in Tidworth
and was the last
squadron to fly out to
Hong Kong for five
weeks to exercise the
tank stockpile.

(The late mark, low
mileage Centurion tanks
were sold in 1973 and
tanks from the British
Army did not serve east

Maj Gen John
Friedberger

of the Suez Canal until the Gulf War in 1990-

91.)
The squadron's 15

Centurions had

embarked at Gordon’s Hard on LSL Sir
Lancelot for the short voyage through Hong
Kong harbour to Clearwater Bay, but no suit-
able ship was available for the return voyage.
— Maj Gen John Friedberger (Colonel of
the Regiment, The King's Royal Hussars),
Peninsula Barracks, Winchester.

25




| THE OUTPOST

A Scout helicopter of 660 Squadron AAC is refuelled at Sek Kong before making a sortie along

the border to look for illegal immigrants. The photograph was taken by Soldier’s Paul Haley in
January 1985, at a time when the helipad at Sek Kong was reckoned to be the Army’s busiest
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SEK KONG’s “advanced” position in the
New Territories caused some tooth-suck-
ing when it was first chosen as the site of a
British military airport in 1939.

No sooner had work begun at Pat
Heung, as it was then known, than it
became obvious the airfield would be well
within artillery range of hostile troops on
the border. Work was discontinued and Sek
Kong became a refugee camp untl the
Japanese invaded in the dving days of 1941,

At the time, the Royal Air Force was
based at Kai Tak in Kowloon, where it was
fast outgrowing its accommodation.
When, on December 8, 1941, Japanese air-
craft strafed and bombed Kai Tak, it was
promptly abandoned by the RAF.

Nearly four years later the air force
returned on board the Empress of Australia,
and within 48 hours Kai Tak was again
reverberating to the thunder of British
fighter aircraft.

Sek Kong airfield was eventually con-
structed in mid-1950, speeded by the out-
break of war in Korea. Tension in Hong
Kong highlighted the need for more effec-
tive air defence of the Territory. Over the
following two decades the base was to be
home, in turn, to Spitfires, Venoms and
Hunters. Since the early Seventies the base
has echoed to the beat of helicopter blades.

Sek Kong Station also became home to a
Gurkha battalion when 1 RGR moved into
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Malaya Lines after
many years in Cassino
Lines near Fan Ling.
The Gurkha con-
nection was broken on
November 1 last year
when the 1st Battalion
deployed to the
United Kingdom as
the base was run down
before being handed
over to the Hong
Kong Government.
Another long-
established unit sta-
tioned at Sek Kong
was 50 Hong Kong

Workshop REME, The garrison church in the families’ village at Sek Kong. The picture

which, until ‘it dis- ™88 takenin 1966

banded last August, repaired and main-
tained the garrison’s vehicle and electronic
equipment. :

A combat engineering capability was
provided by 67 Gurkha Independent Field
Squadron, Queen’s Gurkha Engineers,
also on the station books.

But perhaps the best known Sek Kong
institution — certainly the most popular —
was also its least prepossessing. From a
rusty tin shed wafted the tantalising hint of
Eastern spices: Shaffis was to become a
legend in its own lunchtime. Famed for the
excellence of its curries, served up at

budget prices, Shaffis is a name familiar to
thousands of Servicemen who worked in
the New Territories.

By popular demand, a Shaffis II was
opened at Kowloon Tsai. Last November it
moved into nearby Osborn Barracks and
came under the control of Naafi. New
restaurants subsequently appeared in Vic-
toria Lines and in Yuen Long. Many old
Hong Kong hands will be hoping that
attempts to “export” Shaffis to the UK are
successful.

Will the taste of Sek Kong live on . . .
perhaps as Shaftis of Blandford?

Hill station: married quarters at Sek Kong. When the photograph was taken in 1956 there were
200 families and 300 children living in the “village”

From the Buffs’ scrapbook

there with the battalion until 1950 and recalls having “a good time”

In loo of an
enemy
sighting

NIGHT after night 19-year-old Bdr Paul Pig-
gott peered inte China from the observation
post he had helped construct under cover of
darkness.

Every time a light moved across the border
from Hong Kong's New Territory he logged it
and reported it
on his radio.

“Twenty-two
hundred hours:
light moving
east...” Arou-
tine was soon
established.
Inevitably the
light made the
return journey
a few minutes
later. Months
afterwards
Paul was to
find out exactly
what he was
radioing back
to base.

By then the
analysts had :
worked out that i
what he was Paui Piggott
so diligently recording were the border post
guards making their nocturnal ablutions, or,
to put it another way . . . Chinese troop move-
ments.

“We climbed Crest Hill to see if we could
spot the Chinese hordes coming at us, but |
never saw a Chinese soldier in all my time
there.”

It was June 1949 when Paul, now a retired
lieutenant colonel, arrived in Hong Kong with
23 Field Regiment RA, part of three brigades
tasked to hold up the anticipated Chinese
attack on the Territory.

With the Communists in Canton, it was
widely believed that China would move on
Hong Kong.The British guns, 25-pounders,
were dug in four or five miles further back;
Paul's battery was sited at the end of what
was to become Sek Kong airfield.

Young Bdr Piggott actually turned the first
sod in the observation post on Crest Hill,
overlooking the border at Lo Wo, on Christ-
mas Eve 1949.

Back in Hong Kong as a “dependant” — his
wife Ann is the Civil Secretary in HQ British
Forces — Paul recently visited Shenzhen, the
skyscraper city built by the Chinese in the
then unpopulated valley he observed so
carefully nearly 47 years ago.

Looking back at the OP from “the other
side”, he was surprised at just how visible it
was.
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_THE UNFORGOTTEN

There is a corner of a foreign field . . . the cemetery at Stanley Fort will continue to be maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Cemeteries will be cared

for after handoveér

BRITISH military graves — both war
and non-war — in Hong Kong and the
New Territories will be maintained
after the Garrison has left.

In the weeks leading up to the han-
dover, cemeteries in the colony were
visited by Lt Col (Retd) Paddy O’Con-
nell and Mr George Papadopoullos
from the Army’s casualty cell at
Upavon, which is responsible for co-
ordinating tri-Service policy on mili-
tary graves in Hong Kong.

On the ground the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission (CWGC)
ensures cemeteries are in pristine
order, while a contract for the upkeep
of non-war graves, and graves of
dependants, has been awarded to
Serco Guardian, a long-established
UK company experienced in facilities’
management.

A report on cemeteries revealed:

Gurkha Cemetery (0Old): Adja-

THIS GROUND WAS SET APART FOR
* . CHRISTIAN BURIAL OF MEMBERS OF
THE ARMED FORCES IN HONG KONG
= 29 AUG. 1967

Sign outside Cape Collinson Military Cemetery
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cent to Cassino Lines in the New Ter-
ritories, contains the remains of 65
Gurkha dependants. In the middle of
dense jungle, access is difficult.
Gurkha Cemetery (New):
Accessed through Cassino Lines, with
an assurance from the People’s Libera-
tion Army general that visits will be
allowed to continue uninterrupted.
Happy Valley: Area is so polluted
that porous Portland stone headstones
have to be replaced every five years.
Stanley Military Cemetery:
Beaurifully maintained, close to Stan-
ley Fort. Many non-war graves cared
for by CWGC to same standard as war
graves. No new burials since 1948.
Cape Collinson Military Ceme-
tery: The current “in use” British mil-
itary cemetery close to the Sai Wan
Bay CWGC cemetery at the eastern
end of the island. Of 65 graves, 35 are
of locally engaged personnel, whose
families enjoy much
“face” from the excel-
lent feng shui offered
by this prime site. In
need of some serious
gardening attention.
Sai Wan Bay: This
cemetery epitomises
the CWGC at its best.
A “great tribute” to all
who have been laid to
rest there.

T SR
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Cpl Gangaram Subba of the Queen’s Gurkha Signals
stands guard at the Cenotaph during the last occasion
in Hong Kong on which British troops marked St
George's Day

Picture: JSPRS Hong Kong
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Abrams M|

In the lead: Abrams M1 with 105mm main gun, as illustrated in Greenhill's Modern Battle Tanks =t

Tank-building heavy ==
hitters locked in battle {§

QUESTION: Does the main
battle tank have a future, or
will new anti-tank weapons
point the way to obsolescence?
Answer: Who knows?

Some years ago, research
centred on lightweight, fast
vehicles which hugged the
ground. Today, if Greenhill’s
manual Modern Bartle Tanks
and Support Vehicles 1s anything
to go by, heavyweight designs
with huge guns are the order of
the day.

It seems that the USA,
France, Germany and the

Modern Battle Tanks by Alan K
Russell. Greenhill Books, £12.99.

United Kingdom are locked in
battle to design tanks for world
markets. Success depends on
sales, which in turn depend on
whether a tank can meet the
demands of customers.

Armour, gun size, fuel con-
sumption, speed, plus a whole
lot of other factors — not least
cost — are considered when
buying these awesome
weapons systems.

Heading the field, according

to this manual, is the Abrams
built by US General Dynam-
ics, which has sold well in
Egypt (M1A1 version),
Kuwait (M1A2) and Saudi
Arabia (M1A2).

These sales, plus the
upgrading of the US Army’s
own MBTs, has safeguarded
American tank production into
the next century.

Second in the league is the
French Leclerc, which recently
won an order from the United
Arab Emirates for a diesel-
engined version, confirming

Giat Industries as one of
Europe’s major heavy armour
producers.

Germany’s improved Leop-
ard 2 version, too, has sold well
to the German Army, Switzer-
land, the Netherlands, Sweden
and Spain.

Last in the league is the UK
with the Vickers Defence Sys-
tems’ Challenger 2 which, says
the book, is “definitely not cost
effective when compared to the
others”.

The battle of the tank manu-
facturers is not over yvet. — JM

Hitler’s invincible army

THE Versailles Treaty that set-
tled the Great War left Ger-
many in a state of economic
ruin and internal disorder.
The new Weimar Republic

in WW II, John Pimlott, head
of the Department of War
Studies at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst, has col-
lected more than 200 pho-

until Hitler issued his directive
for the invasion of the Soviet
Union. It was “an enormous
undertaking, involving three
million soldiers, 600,000 vehi-

considered declaration of war
on the USA.

Even so, the end was a long
time coming. Despite defeats
and retreats in Russia, North

was desperate to establish law tographs of the Weoh ht: The i t 3 cles, 3,580 Africa, Italy and, after the Nor-
and turned to right-wing vol- Wehrmacht in OHImacht: e ustrate tanks in 17 mandy landings, in North-

its that had . X ; History of the German Army in divisi West E he Weh h
unteer units that had grown up action, in tri-  waw " General Editor Dr John Panzer divisions est Europe, the Wehrmacht

under the name Fretkorps. umph and  pipott, published by Aurum and 7,184 fought bravely for the Father-

Manned by dissatisfied ex- defeat, drawn pregs, hardback £19.95. artillery pieces, land. As late as the end of 1944
military officers and men, the from archives backed by a it was amazingly strong, with
Freikorps were by no means the recently found in Warsaw. Luftwaffe of 1,830 aircraft”. more than ten million men in

ideal choice as a law-enforce-
ment body: they had no central
direction and lacked proper
discipline.

In 1921 the Weimar Repub-
lic set up a 100,000-strong
force, the Reichsheer, the bulk
of which was composed of ex-
Freikorps units. This was the
forerunner of the Wehrmacht,
established in 1935 by the
Nazis and destined to become
one of the most formidable
armies in history.

For Wehrmacht: The Hlustrat-
ed History of the German Army

Dr Pimlott’s accompanying
text provides a concise and
clear history of the Wehrmacht
from its foundation, the blood-
less occupation of territories
before the outbreak of war to
the blitzkrieg invasion of the
Low Countries and France.

The overwhelming of the
Allied armies in May-June
1940 was “stunning in its
speed and impact”, and no
doubt caused the Nazi leaders,
and the Wehrmacht to believe
theirs was an invincible force,

Success followed success,

The invasion took panzers to
the gates of Moscow and Stal-
ingrad, but Russia’s oldest ally,
winter, brought the German
advance to a standstill.

Old photographs show the
Wehrmacht first in elation and
then in agony as it was bled of
its strength and resources, not
only in frozen Russia but
through fighting on too many
fronts, including North Africa.

The failure of Operation
Barbarossa coincided with the
extension of the war through
Pearl Harbour and Hitler’s ill-

uniform, many recruited from
occupied countries.

When the war ended the
once great Wehrmacht ceased
to exist. Its victories and its
determination to continue the
fight to the end had achieved
nothing other than an estimat-
ed loss of three and a half mil-
lion men in five years,

Time has been less than kind
to their memory but John Pim-
lott has emphasised pictures of
ordinary Germans fighting for
their lives, their homes and
their families. — BJ
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Le Tiss
assists
in an

ENGLAND and Saints foot-
ball star Mart Le Tissier paid a
visit to the Royal Hospital
Haslar to officially unveil a
new Gamma camera in the
Department of Diagnostics.
The camera, which cost
£300,000, will be used for
diagnostic and research pur-
poses in the tri-Service hospi-
tal at Gosport, Hampshire.
After the ceremony, Matt
was ambushed by a panto cow
collecting money for the Hos-
pital Chaplains’ Department,
which is raising funds to buy a
cow in calf to send to Bosnia.
Lucy will be the second cow

Benefit

Matt Le Tissier with Brig Guy
Ratcliffe and Haslar the cow

paid for by the hospital and
sent out to former Yugoslavia.

Commanding officer Brig
Guy Ratcliffe and “Haslar”,
the fund-raising cow (aka the
Rev Chris Luckraft and part-
ner), were on duty to referee
and see fair play.

The Gamma camera is the
first in a military hospital any-
where in the world and only
the second to be installed in
the United Kingdom.
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Wye the
loggies
made a
big effort |

SIXTY intrepid teams, includ-
ing one from 6 Supply Regi-
ment RLC based in Gutersloh
tried their luck in the annual
River Wye raft race.

The challenge was for a ten-
strong team to paddle 100
miles in three days, 34 miles on
the first day, a tortuous 42
miles on the second and a
slightly easier 24 miles on the
last.

The loggies’ racing raft was
constructed from two thin alu-
minium beams in parallel, kept
afloat by 56 empty 25-litre
drums, and joined together by
six aluminium poles. Paddle-
power was required to move
the raft, sometimes for up to
nine hours at a stretch.

A total of DM 2,000 (£738)
was raised for Great Ormond
Street Children’s Hospital as
the team completed the race in
nine minutes under 19 hours,
earning them a well-earned
35th place overall.

The loggies took 22 hours to
finish the race when they last
attempted it in 1995,

Proving that a bit of mud will not stop soldiers
helping out a charity — or enjoying themselves -

Loggles from 6 Supply Regiment RLC set out on the famous River Wye raft race

Gunner power pulls
iIn cash for hospice

THE IDEA of pulling a 25-
pounder field gun from
Cwbran to Newport appealed
to 12 gunners from Newport-
based 104th Regiment RA
(V), who completed the four-
mile course for charity.

The Territorial Army gun-
ners, from Headquarter Bat-

tery, have been collecting
money for the Ty Hafan Chil-
dren’s Hospice for months.

They raised more than
£1,000 for the Barry-based
charity.

o a o

If you saw “The Merry Men

of Essex” with “The Menage 4

motor-cycle endurance race. Sgt Norman Greeves
and his team raised more than £600 for SSAFA,

Trois” in Paris recently you
would have to thank the Royal
British Legion.

They were the names of two
of the 250 teams which cycled
to the French capital to raise
money for the Legion.

Many riders were sponsored
by their companies including
BT, Thames Water and Drap-
ers.

It was the second London-
Paris ride organised by the
Legion and it raised more than
£250,000 for the charity which
cares for ex-Servicemen and
women and their dependants.

4 O 0

As part of the 50th anniver-
sary of the Territorial Army in
Northern Ireland, soldiers
from 152 (Ulster) Ambu-
lance Regiment RLC (V) hit
the road after being flagged off
by the Lord Mayor of Belfast.

More than 30 members of
the regiment drove around the
United Kingdom during Exer-
cise Grasshopper, visiting 50
towns and cities to raise money
for Save the Children.

They used four Discovery
off-road vehicles loaned to
them by Land Rover for the
exercise.

A cheque for more than
£13,000 was presented to the
Princess Royal in her role of

president of the charity and
Colonel-in-Chief of the Royal
Logistic Corps.

Childline and the Army Benevolent Fund. Exercise
Enduring Help was held at Bordon, Hampshire and
involved Regular and TA units.

are nine Territorial Army members of Peterbor-
ough-based 200 Squadron RLC. They were among
) 31 teams who got stuck, literally, into a 24-hour

30 31

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other RAC offer. Discounts only apply to certain service levels. Prices include Insurance Premium Tax at the standard rate on VAT exempt insurance and joining fee if applicable. All details correct ]
at the time of publication. Full membership details in RAC Terms Of Membership.



We owe a lot to
our soldiers who
fight for us...

...guarding our freedom and protecting our
children’s future. Some fall on hard times.
We need your help to help them.
A donation, a covenant, a legacy or through

the Payroll Giving Scheme to

help those of them who are in need.

| enclose a donation of

| Please charge my Access/Visa/CharityCard No.

CIITTTITTII Il

The Army Benevolent Fund will help soldiers,
ex-soldiers and their families in need.

To: The Army Benevolent Fund, Dept. SOL, 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR

We owe a lot to the soldiers who fought so hard for our freedom and our
future and continue to protect us. | would like to make this contribution to

10 JesJe25 ] Other£

Expiry Date

[] Please send me details on making a legacy or how | could donate through Payroll Giving.

[ Piease send me
of Today's Army. | enclose £

Address

A2 colour posters showing cap badges
(E2 per copy inc. p&p).

Name

P %

Data Protscti
|f you would prefer that we do nat, plesse tick the box [ ]

| Signature

|_T HE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND
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ion Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you about our work.

Registerad Charity No 211645

_

BIRTHDAY

HONOURS

Order of the Bath

CB
Maj Gen B H Dutton CBE, late D
and D.

Order of the British Empire

KBE
Lt Gen C B Q Wallace OBE, late
RGJ.

CBE
Brig A D Ball OBE, late REME; Col
H H Ham, late R Signals; Brig J D
Moore-Bick OBE, late RE; Col P S
Purves, late AGC(ETS); Brig A E
G Truluck, late R Signals.

OBE

Lt Col (Retd) J H Brunt TD, REME
(TA); Lt Col R | S Burgess, 9/12 L;
Lt Col | M Caws RE; Lt Col A J
Hayhurst AAC; Lt Col J M May
RLC; Col R A M S Melvin MBE,
late RE; Lt Col N J Newell, Int
Corps; Lt Col P Norrington-Davies
RRW; Lt Col R W H Purdy MBE,
RA:; Lt Col R M J Rollo-Walker LI.
MBE

Maj R J Aquilina RTR; Maj S R
Armstrong RLC; Sgt (Retd) K G
Bailey AGC(RMP); Maj (Retd) M F
Barlow RLC; WO1 W J Barr
AGC(SPS); Sgt R D D Brown RLC;
Maj E A Butler RGJ; Maj D T
Cartwright AGC(ETS); WO2 M |
Collarbone RE; Capt J R Crouch
BEM, RLC; WO1 P A Cutforth, R
Signals; Sgt P T Davies, R Signals;
WO1 C Doming APTC; Maj S C
Freeland RE; Maj G R J Glanville
RGR: Lt Col B Greaves REME.

W02 S L Guest, Int Corps;
WO1 Omparkash Gurung, QG
Signals; WO1 R Hallam REME;
Maj W G Herlihy AAC; Maj B J Hill
AGC(ETS); Cpl R F Hirst RE;
SSgt B H Hobday REME; Maj | A
Horn APTC; Cpl D Huddart RE;
WO1 M B Hunt RLC; WO2 R
Ingham, R Signals; Maj R J
Ladley, R Anglian; Maj D N Lam-
bert, Para.

Maj (Retd) A H Leeson RLC
(TA); Maj J G Lorimer, Para; Actg
Capt C Macdonald, BW Bn ACF;
Lt D R Matthews LI; Maj | R McAl-
ister, A and SH; SSgt T McKay
RLC (TA); WO2 B Milne, Para;
Maj T N Mouat RLC; WO1 M C
Newsome RLC; Maj A Peedle TD,
AGC(RMP) (TA); Lt Col (Retd) R
Plenderleith RE; Lt Col D |
Richardson DWR.

Actg Capt B A Shanahan,
Shropshire ACF, Maj W M
Sharpe, D and D; CSgt R N Smith,
Green Howards; Maj J W Storey
TD JP, AGC(SPS) (TA); WO1 G
Thompson BEM, AGC(SPS); Maj
G H Thorneycroft RE; Maj D H
Toler, Coldm Gds; Capt S Wallis
RA; Maj J H Ward AAC; WO1 P D
Woodcock, R Anglian.

Royal Red Cross
RRC
Maj K Davies QARANC (TA); Maj
K R Davy QARANC.
ARRC
Cpl A E B Urquart QARANC.

Cheers and tears at
Falklands reunion

THERE were poignant scenes
of renewed friendships, shared
memories and grief at a reunion
of Falklands War veterans in
Gosport on June 14-15, writes
Graham Bound.

On the Saturday, 2,500 ex-
combatants with their families
converged on HMS Sultan,
where rows of marquees served
as meeting places for regiments,
corps, ships and squadrons.

But long before the after-
noon was over, the veterans
were mingling as one group,
just as they had in the Falk-
lands 15 years earlier. In the
beer tent and before the open
air stage where bands played
and comedians entertained,
they renewed old friendships.

Although some units had
organised their own reunions
in the years since 1982, this
was the first occasion when
men of all units were able to
meet in one place. For many, it
was an emotional occasion,

bringing back the camaraderie
and spirit of the time, and
many painful memories.

Veterans applauded when
Sir Rex Hunt, the Falklands
Governor in 1982, stepped up
to the stage. On behalf of the
Falkland Islanders, he thanked
the men for their sacrifice.

On Sunday, Baroness
Thatcher and Armed Forces
Minister John Reid were the
guests of honour at a ceremony
of remembrance on the town’s
sea front. Within sight of the
harbour from which the task
force sailed, Baroness Thatch-
er said: “Times may change,
but courage, honour and
steadfastness endure. Today
we remember and salute all
who fought there and everyone
who died.”

The final act in the celebra-
tions belonged to the ex-com-
batants. They marched proudly
through Gosport behind the
band of the Royal Marines.
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Nazi saboteurs
With reference to John Hopley’s
question (June 9), | can confirm
that in 1944-ish, in the push for
Bremen, motor-cyclists were
taken off the road for the rea-
sons mentioned.

| was in 52 (L) Division RASC
and some jeeps had the vertical
angle iron fitted to the front of
the vehicle to protect the driver
in the event stretched cables
were encountered, night or day.
| assume it was expected the
cable would snap on impact,
although | did not know of any
driver having this experience.

| served in a workshops pla-
toon and | feel quite sure that
the modification was carried out
on advice from “higher up”, not
as the result of a whim.

Regarding sabotage, howev-
er, the Nazis recruited youths
into small units nicknamed
“werewolves”, the function of
which was to harry and harass
advancing troops. | never saw
any, but no doubt they could be
anuisance if nothing else.—J C
McCarthy, Liverpool.

| served 1939-46 with the RASC
and well remember the period
when Nazi fanatics began oper-
ating from large forests. | can
assure Mr Hopley that these
fanatics used piano wire fas-
tened to trees either side of the
roads, as despatch riders were
very vulnerable at night until the
steel angle iron — usually 2in x
1'/2in or 2in x 2in — were welded
on to the front of small vehicles
such as jeeps which patrolled in
trouble spots.

Wires were placed by “were-
wolves”, fanatical Hitler youth
groups, and a special Canadian
unit was formed to track them
down. | remember one area
where many troops were
brought in to “beat out” the area,
just like game beaters in the
United Kingdom.

| do not know who ordered
the fitting of the angle iron
devices, but | can confirm it was
not a joke and had become a
serious problem. Anyone who
recalls the Dorethan Klippen
area will confirm this. — Ron
Wood, Wolverhampton.

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

“Quartermaster says it cost abomb . .. so we’re taking it with us.”

Hong Kong farewell — Pages 21-28

Canadian brigadier
‘fought so heroically’

YOUR articles on Hong Kong
(June 9) referred to the Cana-
dian Brig J K Lawson’s death
there in December 1941.
While serving in Canada I
found the Japanese records
which described this incident.
Lawson’s headquarters at the
Wong Nei Chong Gap were
almost surrounded when he
telephoned to say that he and
his staff were “going to get out-

side and fight it out rather than
be killed inside like rats.”

Japanese machine-gunners
caught sight of him in his dis-
tinctive brigadier’s uniform
and he was seen to stagger and
fall. Lawson “had died of a
wound to his right leg and loss
of blood”, reported Col Shoji
Toshishige, the Japanese com-
mander.

“l ordered the temporary

Rights and lefts

ON THE morning of June 4 I
had the privilege to be at the
Royal Chelsea Hospital in
London for Founders Day
when the reviewing officer was

Suez zone petition forms

FOLLOWING publication of
my letter in Soldier (June 9), I
have had a good response to
the appeal to Suez veterans.
But I failed to mention in my
letter that if any individual or
regimental association requires
petition forms they should

contact me, and I will send
them by return.

The more signatures I get,
the better for our cause. — Tom
Radford, 29 Leighton Road,
Tranmere, Birkenhead,
Wirral L41 9DY (tel 0151
647 8288).

the Duke of Edinburgh.

I was most impressed with
both march-pasts by the In-
Pensioners; the first included
an “eyes left” as each veteran
saluted with the right hand, the
second an “eyes right”, but
with the salute given with the
left hand.

I asked the hospital RSM
why the left-hand salute was
given, and if it had its origins in
the First World War. Is there
anyone who can throw more
light on it? — P A Reader,
Ascot, Berks.

burial of the officer on the bat-
tleground on which he had
fought so heroically.”

Had Lawson not been
chosen to command this
brigade in Hong Kong, he
would certainly have reached
high rank in the Canadian
Army that took such an impor-
tant part in the defeat of Ger-
many in the North-West
Europe campaign of 1944-45.
— Col (Retd) Oliver Lind-
say, Brookwood, Woking.

~ Fortherecord...
Korea VCs

| would like to offer an amendment
to Lt Col Whitamore's interesting
letter (June 9): Pte W Speakman
was KOSB attached Black Watch,
rather than the reverse, as stated.
— Ken Forsyth, Fairlie, Ayrshire.

Soldier welcomes letters for publica-
tion from all readers, whatever their
status. Letters must be brief, typed or
written clearly and include the corre-
spondent’s name and address in
block capitals, not necessarily for
publication. Anonymous letters will
not be considered. Acceptance or
rejection of letters is the decision of
the Editor, who reserves the right to
edit for length, clarity or style.
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Coolk’s
tour to
honour
Ernie

ADJUTANT'S Bugler LCpl Steven
Cook of the 2nd Battalion, The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regi-
ment, dashed from duty in North-
ern Ireland to play his part in the
ceremony at Suio, ltaly, honouring
the late Pte Ernie Foster.

As reported in these pages
(June 23), Pte Foster saved the
life of a baby caught in cross-fire in
1944 when British and German
soldiers battled for the village in
the Aurunci mountains between
Naples and Rome.

Suio’s inhabitants never forgot
the incident, and on May 25 the
main square was renamed Piazza
Ernest Foster in memory of the
soldier of the 5th Battalion, The
Hampshire Regiment who, aged
19, risked his life to help a young
mother hit as she dashed across
the square.

The woman died in Pte Foster’s
arms, and as he laid her down he
found in a shawl her 18-month-old
baby, Alessandro Lefeno, wound-
ed by the same bullet that had
killed his mother.

Years later Emie Foster, who
lived at Bedhampton, near
Portsmouth, Hants, traced the boy
and made contact with his family.
When Ernie died five years ago,
Alessandro, now a father himself,
attended his funeral.

As soon as news of the civic
ceremony reached 2 PWRR in
Omagh, it was felt the occasion
should be marked by the regiment
and LCpl Cook, a member of the
Drums Platoon, was dragged from
his bed in Clogher Security Forces
base and dispatched at very short
notice.

A combined effort by Battalion
Headquarters and staff at the
British Embassy in Rome ensured

Tigers in
the sky

FALLING tigers could be a feature
at a show near you this summer.
The free-fall parachute display
team of The Princess of Wales'’s
Royal Regiment is back from train-
ing in the blue skies of Florida and
is raring to go.

Focal peint for the team, nick-
named the Tigers, will be more
than 60 displays throughout the
recruiting area of Middlesex, Kent,
Sussex, Hampshire, the Isle of
Wight, and the Channel Islands.

With the free-fallers will be the
regimental recruiting and youth
teams. All three are commanded
by Capt Bill Bilner under regimen-
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the bugler reached Suio in
time, and that he was looked
after when he got there.
Villagers fell silent as LCpl
Cook (pictured above), looking
splendid in full dress scarlets
despite a long day of high tem-
peratures, took up his position
to play the Last Post in the

ERNEST FOSTER
SOLDATO INGLESE CHE DURANT
IL 2" CONFLITTO MONDIALE
CON ATTO EROICO SOTTO
LE GRANATE IL 17-02-1944
A RISCHIO DELLA PROPRIA VIT|
SALVO QUELLA DI UN BAMBING

PIAZZA

IN SUIO PAESE"

sun-drenched village square.

Contingents from the Italian
Armed Forces, boy scouts, the
mayors of 14 local towns, Ernie
Foster's widow Sylvia and chil-
dren, and media representatives

tal secretary Col Paddy Panton.
Jumpmaster is Sgt Roly Coleman.

Highlight of their year will be 1
PWRR's Colours parade on June
30 in the presence of the Colonel-
in-Chief, Queen Margrethe Il of
Denmark.

were there to see a British sol-
dier’s bravery honoured.

“It was,” said LCpl Cook, “an
amazing experience.”

We ARE the best

BRITISH ARMY entries swept
the board at the annual Insti-
tute of Practitioners in Adver-
tising (IPA} and Institute of
Personnel and Development
(IPD) Recruitment Advertising
Awards.

The Army picked up several
awards for a series of ads pro-
duced by Saatchi and Saatchi
for the Central Office of Infor-
mation.

As well as winning the
Advertisement of the Year
award ~ a first for a radio entry
— the Army scooped top
prizes in another four cate-
gories and had seven finalists
at the ceremony sponsored
by the Guardian newspaper.

=0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, July 1947

AT THE CROSSROADS

The Indian Army of Kitchener
and Kipling - the proud fight-
ing force which pillared the
British Raj during five reigns
and fought the King-Emper-
or’s cause in two World Wars
— is halted at the crossroads,
awaiting orders: one arm of
the signpost points to Hin-
dustan, the other to Pakistan.

>Z3YEARS AGO
From Soldier, July 1972

GET AHEAD ... GET ALIFE

Be in fashion, but retain your
Military Requirements by pur-
chasing one of our Trendy
Male Wigs, which are manu-
factured in Human Hair or
Man-made Fibre. Cost:
Human Hair £8; Man-made
Fibre £6. Discount on 2 or
more 5 per cent. — Extract
from an advertisement.

ltaly Stars
on coach
pilgrimage

ITALY campaign veterans were
touched by the warmth of their
welcome when they completed a
3,518-mile pilgrimage by coach to
Second World War battlefields
and memorials.

A highlight for the ltaly Star
Association members was a tour
of Rome with a commentary by a
member of the British Embassy
staff, followed by a meeting with
the Ambassador and a meal in the
embassy.

Wreaths were laid at 23 ceme-
teries during the 16-day trip, which
took in Anzio and Monte Cassino,
and the veterans paraded in sev-
eral locations.

A private tribute was laid on
behalf of association national
chairman Maurice Cheadle for his
driver, Joe Morley, at the Forli
cemetery.

Mr Cheadle was unable to
make the trip because his wife
was ill.

Way for

ward for corps,

regimental museums

THE announced reduction of 12.7
per cent in Ministry of Defence
funding for regimental and corps
museums, currently running at
£1.68 million a year, has brought
into sharp focus the absence of an
official MoD policy for museums,
and the absence of an agreed
methodology for apportioning a
cut in funding between museums.

Antony Makepeace-Warne, the
Director of the Army Museums
Qgilby Trust (AMOT), says both
deficiencies are being addressed
with some urgency. A policy paper
is being drafted by a working party
which includes representatives of

the Museums and Galleries Com-
mission (MGC), Area Museums
Councils and AMOT.

It is likely that eligibility for MoD
funding will be based on three key
issues for a museum: that it be
open to the public; registered with
the MGC; and subject to a service
agreement between MoD and the
museum trustees. Mr Makepeace-
Warne believes trustees will prob-
ably have to offer improvements in
access, education and staff train-
ing in return for undertakings by
MoD on security of tenure and
provision of services.

The measures should serve to

Not-so-Green Howards
Museum scoops award

YORKSHIRE-based museum of
The Green Howards has won
second prize in the White Rose
awards presented annually by the
Yorkshire Tourist Board.

Situated in Richmond, the
museum was runner-up to the
Ryedale Folk Museum in the cate-
gory of attractions receiving under
50,000 visitors a year.

“This is a marvellous recogni-
tion of the money spent (almost
£90,000 from regimental funds
over the past two years), and a
compliment to the efforts of our
development officer, Maj Roger
Chapman, to enhance the
museum,” said curator Lt Col Neil
Mclntosh.

“Not only that, but it is a tremen-
dous boost to be judged to the
same standard as the winner and
runner-up in the over-50,000 cate-
gory, when you consider that they
were the Royal Armouries

Museum in Leeds and the Nation-
al Railway Museum in York.”
Improvements at the museum
have included the installation of a
stair lift for disabled visitors. Fur-
ther improvements to lighting are
mooted by the end of the year.

G R Dowson would like to hear
from anyone who was a prisoner-
of-war with his brother, Pte John
“Jack” Dowson 5837302, 2nd
Bn, Beds and Herts Regt. He
was captured in North Africa April
1943, and imprisoned in Camp
PG65 near Naples, Stalag XV11A
at Kaisersteinbruck near Vienna,
and Stalag XV11B at Gneixendorf.
Finally transferred to a working
camp at Pottenbrunn, he died in
Melk general hospital on August
25, 1944 from injuries sustained
during an American air raid on the

widen the appeal of regimental
museums and improve profes-
sional standards. Once eligibility
for MoD support is established,
the scale of support will be decid-
ed by an assessment panel.

Some indication of the nature
and scale of the 12.7 per cent cut
is expected in July.

MoD intends to establish an
Army Museums Panel chaired by
the Director of Personal Services
(Army) with representation from
the National Army Museum,
AMOT and MGC to manage day-
to-day policy and ensure cohesion
for the whole family of regimental
and corps museums.

B Contenders for the 1997 Young
' Woman Engineer of the Year title
I are invited to apply to the Institu-
; tion of Electronics and Electrical
Y| Incorporated Engineers (IEEIE)
& for a nomination form. The

| winner will receive £1,000 and a
5| silver rose bowl. Forms from the
" secretary, IEEIE, Savoy Hill

g House, Savoy Hill, London WC2
" 0BS (tel 0171 836 3357; fax 0171
1 497 9006) should be in by Oct 7.

airfield at Markersdorf two days
earlier. Replies, particularly from
anyone who was with him during
the fatal air raid, to 69 Fircroft
Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 6PU.

RAMC OTTs and ORAs: If you
served or are serving in the Army
as an operating theatre technician
and are interested in a reunion in
Portsmouth in September, please
send a 5in x 9in sae to Tony
Valeisa, Operating Theatres,
Royal Hospital Haslar, Gosport,
Hants PO12 2AA.

JULY

4. Evening lecture by Maj Gen
Anthony Deane-Drummond CB
DSO MC, Italy and Arnhem. Air-
borne Forces Museum, Alder-
shot. Tickets on 01252 349614.
6: 30 Signal Regt, open day,
Bramcote, nr Nuneaton, featur-
ing White Helmets, R Signals
and Brigade of Gurkhas bands,
APTC display (01455 222551).

15-27: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court. Tickets: 0171 244-0244.

20: Aldershot Military Museum
special events day, 1.30pm.
Details: 01252 314598.

27: Middle Wallop Challenge 97
air show. Tickets: 01980 674421.

SEPTEMBER

6-7: Berwick Military Tattoo, The
Barracks, Berwick-upon-Tweed.
13-15: Military Survey 250th
anniversary, Hermitage.

OCTOBER

7-8: Cyprus Walkabout.

12: Military Historical Society
annual exhibition at the National
Army Museum.

24: Isle of Thanet Festival of
Remembrance. Tickets: 01843
292882.

® 7o include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

Alamein
battle-cry

UP TO £35,000 is expected to be
paid for the original manuscript of
Fd Marshal Montgomery’s per-
sonal message to the Eighth Army
before the Battle of ElI Alamein
when it is auctioned at Sotheby’s
onJuly 17.

Written just hours before the
start of the battle that stopped
Rommelin his tracks and changed
the course of the Second World
War, the message is written in
pencil on both sides of a single
sheet of paper.

In it, Monty exhorted his Desert
Rats: “And let no man surrender
so long as he is unwounded and
can fight” He told his 150,000
troops that the battle would be one
of the decisive of history.

WFR Regimental Association:
Crich dinner, July 5, pilgrimage to
memorial, July 6. Details: RHQ
WFR, Foresters House, Chetwynd
Barracks, Chilwell, Notts NG9
5HA (tel 0115 9465415).

Army Catering Corps Sunday:
St Omer Barracks, Aldershot July
6. Tickets and passes from AAC
Assaciation on 01252 340893/4.

Brotherhood of Veterans of
Greek Campaign: Reunion at
Clacton on Oct 3-5. Details: E Hor-
lington, 163 Walton Road, Walton-
on-Naze, Essex CO14 8NE (tel
01255 677178).
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Customer Notice For Investo

Z_LL=:‘_4

The following rates of interest will apply on Skipton Services
Home Savings Scheme from Wednesday 14th May 1997.

Grossp.a. 6.50% | Netp.a. 5.20% |

Interest will be paid or credited after deduction of income tax at 20% or, subject to the required
certification, gross. Where the tax deducted exceeds an investor's tax liability (if any), a claim may
be made to the Inland Revenue for repayment of tax. For individuals whose income falls within
the lower or basic rate bands, the tax deducted will match their liability to tax on the interest and
they will have no more tax to pay on it. Individuals who are liable at the higher rate of income tax
of 40% will have to pay additional tax on the interest to cover the
difference between the tax deducted and the higher rate of tax due.

Head Office, The Bailey, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 1DN
Telephone: 01756 705030

A member of the Building Societies Association

GENERAL SERVICE CROSS
LOST YOUR

!@l MICHAEL JAY

=
o 2] _ Srt eyt E
S  MEDALS? < [dEERA—
= Wecanreplace N UNIFORMS
¥ themNow! MADE TO MEASURE
I = OR'’s and Officers Mess Dress
< ey Officers No. 2 Dress
w T L OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
m Officers British Warm Overcoats
X N S.B. Blazers
S.. “[nnls % Regimental D.B. Blazers
% m Sports Jackets and Trousers

Full size & Miniatures = Dinner Suits
= Mounting Service & Ribbons 7y Lounge Suits
M SAE. for Replacement List 3
E TOAD HALL. NEWTON FERRERS J> aabir-lor MWeskiMake Up
j— PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PLB1DH I Michael Jay Tailoring

TEL 01752 872672 FAX 872723 5 TOMO Hussdrgigf;ﬁﬁjSSAZQWMARKET

BRITISH ARMY OF THE HH’NE TEL:01379 783 736 FAX:01379 783898

_ R
* NO HIDDEN COSTS »
ARGREA 5 * FULLY STOCKED SERVICE *
* SWEATSHIRTS » T-SHIRTS o
PROMOTIONMNS ,pgioSHIRTS « RUGBY SHIRTS *
Telephone: 01705 822436 -+ DRILL TOPS AND TRACK SUITS »

Hargreaves Promotions Ltd., Rodney Road, Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants PO4 8SY

BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIER OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS

HI-TEC Magnum leather /
ko cordura lightweight combat boots,

PRO-BOOTS

Latest issue Goretex severe
weather boots. Speed lace.
Waterproof. Durable.

Breathable. Special
¥ once only offer.
RRP £150.00

Bargain £99.00

ideal for tactical use.

Magnum Boots
£40.00

Magnum Sympatex
100% w/proof £70.00
Magnum All Leather
£50.00

} Danner & Matterhorn Boots
Severe weather. Thinsulate.
Goretex. Vibram soles.

1) Army Issue
Assault Boots
New £39.99

2) Goretex Army
Issue Boot Liners.
(Mid calf length)
New £16.99

3) Army Issue 80% m
. LA )

wool socks. £2.99

PLCE Bergen 125 | Soldier ‘95 PLCE DPM Tactical Ops.
litre. Side pouches | Assault vest. 8 assorted pouches plus 2 large
make a 35 litre day i map/storage
patrol pack. Cordura
outer, lightweight
§ and durable.

Only £160.00

pockets. Holster
attached inside.
1 size fully
adjustable
mesh vest,
quick release
fastening
front. Built to
last. NEW £125.00
Unly available Jfrom Silverman’s

Full range of Berghaus and Military
issue rucksacks in stock.

Berghaus Vulcan £175  Berghaus Munro
Berghaus Atlas £175 £f|4.9')

CWC are genuine Military
Issue & offer a two year
guarantee. Available
exclusively from Silverman’s.

Genuine Issue. 3 ammo, 2 utility

Pouches. Main body of rig is a large General service General service
storage area. Built to last. with date £68.00 £55.00
DPM or Green £47.99 (not including strap - (not including strap -

\ smocks.
Stay Warm All Nléc.\. .
and comfortable. enuine

DPM

o -' Genuine SAS,
BW 0 y PARA and
£ {‘#ll = ! GORETEX
_)\ A 5
4. 99

Buffalo Sp6 Shirts: £8: Light- |
Olive or Black + weight
Original Mountain Shirts | &= _Tropical ig
£79.99: Olive | 3 - dﬁﬁ‘éﬁ.‘iﬁ‘, oy
All other Buffalo kit stocked i gy

18mm grey £6.99)

18mm grey £6.99)

The 4
Mer.lin ‘9!{,&3;";
Softie 3

sleeping bag.
Insulates down to
zero degrees, Packs
very small. £59.99

: Special Boat Pilots Chronograph

Full range of SnugPak and Military ?:";“'Elgm_’m Quartz - £220.00

cue sleeping S et . . /ater Resistant  Also available with
Issue sleeping bags available. Goretex £199.00 Méchanieal minveniént)
Military Issue Bivvy Bags also in stock. £299.00

SILVERMAN'S L

2 HARFORD STREET
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COMPETITION 665

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 665, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by July 25. Do
not include anything else

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

in your envelope. More
than one entry can be sub-
mitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The
first correct entries drawn
will be the winners. No
correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.

The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
August 18 issue.

Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

Address

Competition No 662 (May 26 issue): First correct entry
drawn was from Miss T Slater, of Woolwich, SE 18, who
wins £50. Book prizes go to runners-up Mr T Edwards, of
Denbigh, Clwyd, and Mr J G McAvoy, of Putney, SW15. The
ten differences were: guard's helmet; leaded window;
turret cross; moon; ghost’s cuff and shoe; saddle girth
strap; door plaque; stable notice; diamond stud on door

(bottom right).

————————————— e

One year
Two years

£23.00
£40.00

Send your cheque/PO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to:

Subscribe to

SOLDIER

The official magazine of the British Army

OVERSEAS
One year £32.20 d
Two years  £60.00 d

SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

NAME:. ===

ADDRESS: S

POSTCODE: S

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
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% ; BEDFORD SCHOOL 34 ‘; Confidential Cagx‘:tmlif.,ligEi?i)mh & Master K VAL ES
@ seeks to appoint a m Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, over
o &5

A 2N SCHOOL STAFF INSTRUCTOR 2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different Media

Presentation types available. Complete package
Bedford School is an HMC day and boarding school for 1150 boys between the ages of

pmuldmg.lnhtala.hl:‘()ud]u» [)al(] ior )_-’01[1‘ used car

For an Information Pack

. .
7 and 18. It has a thriving CCf with Navy, Army and RAF sections. The present SSI please Phone or Write to 4X4S as eClalltV
retires at the end of August 1997 and the School intends to appoint a successor as soon Mr MacDonald p o
afte 5 Bl A b ccihla 3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull, 2 !
after the closing date as possible. o o B Vorkahre HUGOUA ca l l C o l in C l u b l ey
The SSI will be expected to take on the present SSI's responsibilities, which include Tel/Fax: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a week) g *

managing the School’s transport and supervision of the Security Staff in addition to
acting as the SSI of the CCF.

e \
Applicants should have a background in the Regular Armed Forces and have reached ‘ \ / - for Military

Warrant Officer rank or equivalent.

SCE

personnel UK HOTLINE

For further details and an application form please write to: The Bursar, Bedford Schol, Professionally prepared. Compelling styles. .
10 Glebe Road, Bedford MK40 2PL or fax 01234 217268 or E-Mail to Quality content. Impeccable presentation. 01 3 6 7 241 225
106247 2634@compuserve.com Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service.

Laser printing. Free client CV storage.

CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A). 2 TERN GARDENS,

(.‘IDSinp, date is Friday July 25.

Regimental Blazer Badges,
Plaques, Car Badges,

CHILTON

PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ Ties & Key Fobs
CANTELO Tel/Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 nrs) Grrleae i,
SCHOOL g T \ o D] Parkinson (5
arkmson (c
Yeovil, Somerset Tel: 01935 850555 — i 186b Lewes Road, Brighton
Independent Co-ed  Day/Boarding School W] MICHAEL JAY Sussex BN2 3LD

Tel: 01273 686877 (a.m. only)

@ Exclusive HAND CUT
: TAILORING
Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS ;

Preparatory: 8-11  Senior: 11-18
An Individual Education for Individuals in a small ‘family’ setting.
Termly fees from £200 + B.S.A.

Certainly worth a call! »
: wowoss  °ffer CARICATURES
— ; H 14 day Make or ;J'; £ \
An €xciting opportunity to run your own ﬂ 48 hr EXPRESS [ ) singies. doublaiﬁq";“ﬂs or the

® Lowest prices

® Best fit

/4 | Highest quality

B Best payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areas
Tel 01379 783 736 Fax01379 783898 |

As our customers say

The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 SAY

B

VISTA TIES

Ask for samples and prices

business in quality food retailing ...

Elegant Cuisine is an established business
retailing gourmet frozen foods with delivery g
direct to the customer’s door. We’re looking for
highly motivated people to join our franchise
operation with exclusive territories available 2
through the UK. -

For details call Elegant Cutsine notw:
Tel: 01743 465533
Head Office: Unit C5 Greenwood Court

Cartmel Drive, Shrewsbury SY1 3TB.
Over 300 individual Regimental

M I CR OQ UI Z designs held in stock in Silk

Computer Software for sale: and Polyester.

‘Question Master’ /'
Store, edit, save and print questions. Produce computer ‘
generated tests. Ideal revision tool on Screen or Paper (MCQ 4
or SAQ) tests/answers/qUizZzes. . . . ...........un.... £6.50 ~

For your own design we offer a

Y -
L, S-THE -SPOT

Y} Quick fun caricatures
® 3 at your gvent

Over 40 Mess Cartoons to date

GET THE BEST

0181- 441 6607

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE

Full size and miniature medals

supplied and mounted for wear

or display. Send for full list of

miniature medals, emblems,
clasps, etc.

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 OLG
Telephone (01527) 835375
Access/Visa welcome

D5

b35mm Slide SerVice’ free coloured visual by return.
. . o i Pri igns.
MicroQuiz can convert computer slide shows to pa,,,eer?'iﬁﬂLZ‘j’,Zi,"efif'gﬂi Cloth. THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

35mm photographic slides at realistic prices

Minimum order 25 printed ties.
GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00

E . VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET, FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
. ) _ Call: 01909 479603 . MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA. WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50 :
MicroQuiz, 35 Shrewsbury Rd, Worksop, Notts, S80 2PA | bevezobiibin ks FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES

(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES (e TR npows et
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS ~ ONE OFFs, A SPECIALITY

11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
\ Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
printed sweats and T-shlrts, min. qty. 36\~ Fax/Tehhons 01700 816648 g,

BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25
ENAMELLED - min. 100

BLAZER BADGES - min.5 [\~ & 7 CASH’S NAME TAPES
_ =t ~ D For marking children’s clothing
TES - WOVETI. min. 50 Mailed in 28 days from receipt.
Printed - min. 36 3 doz (same name) £6.60
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50 162%0022(555‘”’9 "f;%?;%?siafo
. ame
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50 ' State RED/BLACK/BLUE/GREEN
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25 Please enclose Cheque/PO

WRITE. PHONE or FAX for colour brochur b e
E sn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN ‘Doodles’, Cannons Lane
MOTIFS

(WE _ Hatfield Broad Oak
= TEL: 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854

Bishop’s Stortford,
Herts CM22 7THX

D5




REGIMENTAL
BROOCHES

MADE IN OUR OWN WORKSHOPS
Details & price list write, phone or fax
01215517366
J.M. BICKERTON

Manufacturing Jewellers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
“Presents that last a lifetime”

D12

[@w, Regal Military /|
YJW% Tailors a1

€22 The Hallmark of fine military tailoring -3

oy

ciEnTameg

A personal handcut tailoring service for Officers and Senior
NCOs.

All uniforms, Mess Dress, suit and blazer requirements are
made to measure and fitted by our craftsmen.

Only regimentally approved materials are used and all work is
carried out on our own premises.

A full range of complementary accessories is offered.
Discount is given on all bulk orders.
Interest free credit.
Contact your personal military tailor:
Germany - Tel: (0541) 2021058
UK — Tel/Fax: 0113 236 1091
Regal Military Tailoring
3c Westfield House, Broad Lane, Leeds LS1 3HA

D1

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE /
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU /
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT /
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

OOKS

/AFTER THE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life

of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions

or whatever your career may be. When

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,
or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,
peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes,
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. |
For larger orders please ring for trade
prices.

SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE

LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, (SM).
Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WSI113PU. Tel: 01543 450064 FaxL 01543 279738.

... 8oz cans @ £10.50 per can

NaMe..oiiiiniiiiississinssasssm. Total cost of cans

P&P £2.50 per can

S e e TOTAL ENCLOSED.............
DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER.

Sol 7/07,

ENGRAVING
Service Available

GLOSSOP TROPHIES

b tm;?‘;r‘manuiacture Pewter Tankards, Trophies, Goblets and
\ 3 Hip Flasks

#Tankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT
SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE
t TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377

" GLOSSOPS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS
LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS

SPECIALISTS §
INTEREST
FREE CREDIT.
All Accessories
Supplied.
For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer
Requirements
Contac@.
284-294 Ley St.
Ilford Essex. IG1 4BS
UK 01814782780 &
GERMANY 05252 4631

29 High Street, Polegate, East Sussex BN26 5AB
Tel: (01323) 488844 Fax: (01323) 487799 for enquiries & sales

Simply fill in the

Mo, 9 cataLogu
o

Free!4 =
NEW 1997 2
No 9 Catalogue‘

coupon below or ring
for your copy

% Fully illustrated
and full colour

% Classified list of
many other items

% Order Form and
pre-paid Order
envelope

|

Popular
regular lines

ARKTIS, WYVERN, P.L.C.E. BERGENS & WEBBING,
(TS0 1S Y CROVENRN 131 FFALO, BERGHAUS, SNUGPACK, GORE-TEX,
1510) 0 (8 31 8) ({0 5 VLX) SRS WATCHES, SILVA, MAGLITES, SOLDIER ‘95 MILITARY
FOR MILITARY EQUIPMENT, KIT & CLOTHING, OUTDOOR GERAR,
PERSONNEL SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, BIVIS, SLEEPING BAGS,
WINDPROOFS, N.B.C. KIT, BADGES, FIRST AID,

MATTERHORNS & MUCH, MUCH MORE!
Please send = =

me your new NAME
- |
st | ADDRESS
illustrated No 9 i
Catalogue. i

e
i
I
'
1

Send to:
Stringtown
Supplies
29 High Street
Polegate
East Sussex
BN26 SAB

POSTCODE
If you would like to order goods please order
using a separate letter.
Cheques/POs to: Stringtown Supplies.
Credit cards by phone or mail,
cash by registered post.

e e
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I BE BATTLE READY! -:

You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS |
| UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.
& FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND

THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE.

|

|

For your FREE |

36 page colour catalogue

write or telephone |
i
|
|

¢0 ~ Joy’s Roses
& Flowers

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to
an address in the UK. or N. Ireland

) Include your own special message
7 to show that you bave your loved one in mind

u@ : FEASONAL BOUQUET MIXED - £1 5.oﬂ
|

//" SEASONAL BOUQUET - £20.00 J ‘ X\

N

\

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES Use this advert as an order form
ROSES /Pink (K 13.
St. George's Works, St. George's ‘ oyHOeEe ReciBink (leye) Eisae
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large! £18.50
Ouay, Lancaster, 12 CARNATIONS RedPinkined £12.50
H 40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
#arcar?h” e LA1 5QJ JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
Bouquet special mixed - 50 flowers £22.50
L e ep one (01 524) 64204 o Buuque&s.’?mk Cargatians:Frees»a/Fern — 30 flowers £16.50
I I Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern = 30 flowers £17.50
EEN S SN SN SEEN SEEE SEEE GEEE SEEE SN S TS S——— | iris (Blue) Camnations/Freesia/Fern ~ 30 flowers £14.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern — 20 flowers £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG + 3 PIGLETS (Pale Pink) 10"+ 7" long £24.75
BERTIE BADGER (Black & White) 22" long £22.60 |

EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/
LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/ALOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter.
Chaice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red
(Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
(Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £22.75
Prices and order forms available upon request.
Prices include P&P + VAT

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER

High quality pewter tankards,
hip flasks, goblets, plates and
much more. Engraved with
Regimental Badges, Crests and
Logos to your own designs.
Competitive prices.

9 Full colour brochure.
;, A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD

l Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield S1 3JA
‘ Tel: 0114 272 5676 & 0114 2754168 Fax: 0114 272 6651

T R T T S
B e e s
T L e T

\ §] THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS Z/

WINSTON BEAR
WINSTON BEAR

N.B. Peak periods - flowers may be used from other sources
VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED — INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE
Piease make cheque or P.O. payable to:
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey C.l. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 46708
Fax: (01481) 43406

on

e ey

PRINTED oR Ewubrocdered.
TO YOUR OWN DESIGN V4 @wf
s * T-SHIRTS @ P .

BYETISHIRTY @S, it 23y
RUGBYSHIRTS £22.50 * FIEERE SS '
DRILL TOPS £22.50

~ DRILL TOPS
FROM TEES TOTAL BY MAIL ORDER ONLY A RANGE
OF EMBROIDERED GARMENTS WITH BRITISH FORCES
LETTERING & A CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING EMBLEMS.

\Tl SFOR BADGE, NATO FLAG,
Q™ 1S,

T-SHIRTS
POLOSHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS

{on arders

U.K. MADE OLIVE GREEN

! For FREE colour brochure from e
the U.K's leading supplier to
" H.M. Forces contact:

POLOSHIRTS AND CAPS.

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

TSHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS, | NGl % . SWEATERS - CAPS

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB
TEL:(01793) 849888

FAX:(01793) 849890 §

UNION JACK (UJ),
SCOTTISH FLAG (SC),
WELSH FLAG (WELSH),

S He N N
F K3 O EMBLEM (NE). RETURN YOUR ORDER FORM ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO TEES TOTAL, 153 HIGH STREET,
' O SHIRT COLOURS AVAILABLE:- WOOTTON BASSETT , SWINDON , WILTSHIRE SN4 7AB. PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES / POSTAL
R B3 T-SHIRTS (WHITE,OLIVE,NAVY) ORDERS PAYABLE TO TEES TOTAL. ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY.
A 6 POLOSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAVY) FILL IN YOUR ADDRESS DETAILS BELOW OR IF YOU WISH TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD ( ACCESS,
O e SWEATSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAVY) VISA, MASTERCARD,EUROCARD ) PLEASE COMPLETE IN FULL.
RC RUGBY SHIRTS (BOTTLE,NAVY)
DRILL TOPS (BOTTLE, NAVY) CARDHOLDERS FULL NAME (Please PrNt) © ... s
SIZES:~ MEDIUM (36-38) , LARGE (40) , EX-LARGE (42-44) DELIVERY / CREDIT CARD BILLING ADDRESS ....ccuinummusmmmninisinmmssremsessssssssssstss s ssssssssssss
EX-EX-LARGE (46) BUT N/A IN OLIVE POLOS & SWEATS.
GARMENT
TYPE COLOUR e EMELEn L [ OO
weneonmeenss [ | [ [ [ [ [ [ [[T[T][[]]]
VALID FROM i-.ocviiiraersnssessessssisssssssssssassssssssssinss VALID TO tuuiiunnessvsiesseesenssssssisassssssesseesssnins
CARD ISSUE No. (Where more than one person is authorised to use card) ...
| AUTHORISE TEES TOTAL TO DEBIT MY CARD AS PAYMENT FOR MY ORDER TO THE VALUE OF £.......cooocoiiiiinnns
ALL PRICES INCLUDE P & P. TOTAL COST CARDHOLDERS SIGNATURE .......ccootiiiiminenniressssinssessemsmnessnessssannsmmeneserss DATE woitiirisisness i ssnsssssnsinssans

40
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ma“Zba
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
% Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental delivery
x 323 from £9,149 * 626 from £3,9993
MX5 from £10,099

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (B5) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467
Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:
323[] 626[] MX3[] MX5[] MX6[] Xedos[]

Other makes [......ooveevieiieieiic e, LHD/RHD

wy
mMa<bDa
tax free for export
or tax paid return to Britain

SCE

UK MAZDA HOTLINE
01367 241225

or write: SCE Ltd PO Box 177 Faringdon Oxon SN7 7TEW

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports
Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
FREEPOST, P.0. BOX 470, BUSHEY, HERTS WD2 1WD
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or Fax: 0181-950 8511)

RANGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

== Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*

1= Finance at competitive rates

= A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER

Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK
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'UNBEATABLE
% SERVICE

German or UK
delivery

UK Tel.
(01980) 843333

SAAB
CITROEN AUDI FORD 1

* | am interested in
: Part-exchange details
. Country of use
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NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Embroidery &
Insignia Ltd.,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

D4

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS

BASEBALL CAPS TIES
AND MUCH MORE

FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIsT

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 Vernon Place Northern Court
Basford Noftingham NGé ODE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D HOLDICH

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H THA

Tel: 0171-930 1979
Fax: 0171-930 1152 o4
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® English-made
sweat shirts

® T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers

also many other items
VISTA SPORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 JEA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,

Embroidered Badges
& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 8SU

Telephone: 0181-523 3283 -
Fax: 0181-531 7298
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|' Pamn Pals

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the
envelope. Your envelope must be no
larger than 8" x 4" and should contain
only a letter plus a photograph if
requested. Replies received more than
three months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.
TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a stamped self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Cherrie, 32, 5°7”, with brown hair
and eyes. Enjoys writing, travelling,
quiet nights in and noisy nights out.
Seeking replies from mature and gen-
uine men (possibly officers or senior
NCOs). P022
Sarah, 24, 5’8", with brown hair and
brown eyes. Enjoys pubbing, clubbing,
socialising, swimming, reading and
travelling. Seeking male pen pals aged
22-30. P023 1497
Sarah, 30, 5’°1”, hazel eyes and fair
hair. Divorced with young son. Enjoys
socialising, eating out, the theatre,
dancing, walking and travelling. Seek-
ing genuine, honest male pen pals aged
28-40. P024
33 year-old female, young-looking
and attractive, with GSOH, nice home
and one child. Would love letters from
guys with great sense of humour! P025

14/97

14797

Janet, 30, 5’117, a brown-eyed
brunette who enjoys the cinema, walk-
ing, occasional nights out and DIY.
Single mum of one. Seeking male pen
pals aged 30-40. P026
Helen, early 30’s, 5’5", slim with
blue eyes and blonde hair. Lively and
outgoing, with a ‘zest for life’. Enjoys
sport, especially football and rugby.
Seeking male pen pals aged 30-43.
P027 1497
Kelly, 21, long, brown, curly hair and
green eyes. Enjoys nightclubs and
keeping fit. Bubbly personality. Seek-
ing male pen pals aged 20-30. ALA.
P028

14107

THE BRITISH ARMY 1997/1998 - A
Pocket Guide by Charles Heyman. Sixth
Edition with 180 pages of comprehensive
information on the Regular and Territorial
Army organisation, defence budgets,
career profiles, Teeth and Support Arms
with present and future equipment. £4.95
and SOLDIER TALK - A Squaddie’s
Handbook by Simon Cullen MBE, 240
pages. A dictionary that covers slang,
equipment, speech, regimental nicknames,
officers and men, (women tool). £6.95
postage included, both books £10.00.
Cheques to: SCOTZART, 3/2 Academy
Street, Edinburgh EH6 7EE EOI

Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253 2597

A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info on
SABO/LSW, Tests and APWTS,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft Recog-
nition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price
£7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO). Trade
terms on application. Available from
selected Naafi Branches, Bookshops
or direct from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878. TC

MILITARY
ACCOUNT BOOKS

Wellington series available from stock
G SHEPHERD
(PORTSMOUTH) LTD
Ridgeway House, Unicorn Road,
Portsmouth.

Tel: 01705 820635
Fax: 01705 824386

Also manufacturers of book specials to order

SCE HOTLINE
UK 01367 241225

Second-hand bookshop requires

books on all subjects, especially
military history and politics. We
collect! TYLON BOOKS, Merton
Abbey Mills, Merantum Way,
London SW19 2RD. Tel: 0181 540
4371. EOI

“Head-dress Badges
of the British Army”
by Kipling and King. The collectors’ Bible.
Volume One (1800-1920) - £65
Volume Two (1920-1995) - £42.50
Post Free. Almost 3,000 illustrations.
H L & P King,
3 Saxon Croft, Farnham GU9 7QB.
Write or telephone 01252 716303

| Businass ©pps |

LAW ENFORCEMENT BODY-
GUARDS ASSOCIATION INTER-
NATIONAL: College accredited courses
including home study courses. Also
quarterly magazine title “Bodyguards”
£3.00 per issue. For more information
contact David Sea-Borne Tel/fax:
01284 700565 or mobile 0850 453824,

2597

{ Gars

Absolutely urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). e

| Gars Wamded |

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823, Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days. Tic

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
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If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
COST: 35p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £7.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VVAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []

WORDS AT 35p
X INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number
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[Payable to SOLDIER)
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GUTT 2DU
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SCE

HOTLINE
UK 01367 241225

Conneione

Entertainment
Function Bands,

Disco & Karaoke
Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows
For all ranks,

Sgt/ Officers” Mess
Wedding & Private functions
Tel: 0181-789 7227 / 6645
Fax: 0181-785 3533
Connextions The Name

You Can Trust! ,‘_|

| Fer Sala |
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia

and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.

Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£9.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £17.50. TiC

e e A g e e e ke e e e ok e e e e e e ke e e e ke ke ek

Nato medal with clasp, former
Yugoslavia. Full size £18.85 (UK),
£16.25 (BFPO). Miniature £9.80
(UK) £8.50 (BFPO). Post paid.
Miniature Medals, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics, LE10 2HP. 197

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks. 2507
A TITLE! WHY NOT? Unashamedly
affordable elitism. A unique
gift/presentation idea. Free details: Survival,
Surn Cottage, Scotscaller, Scotland KW12
6X] 2497
World-Wide Parachute =~ Wings
Catalogue listing wings to over 60
countries. Send £1.00 to: Mike Lapworth,
26 Southdown Road, Bristol BS9 3NL.

EOQ1

SCE HOTLINE
UK OI1367 241225

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 2597

Military uniforms in cross-stitch.
Kits from £7.00. Commissions gladly
undertaken. Middlemarch Designs.
The Mill House, Chatton Alnwick,

Northumberland NE66 5RA. Tel:
01668 215465.

Military Insignia British and
Colonial, Victorian to date. No re-
strikes, 50p for 32-page listing.
Shotton, 7 Peak Road, Clanfield,
Hants. EO!

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in
resin bronze and silver. Commissions

always considered. Ring for
information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382. 2597
Military and Police postcards.

Scots Guards, Infantry, Gurkhas, etc.

SAE for details: Geoff White,
Rushmoor Lane, Blackwell, Bristol
BS19 3]JA. 14/07

QARANC, Officer’s Mess Dress.
New pattern, worn thrice. Size 12/14.
£500. Ms McAleese, 95 Brachead
Road, Paisley PA2 8NFE. 197

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers. Hundreds of
original items also available. Catalogue
£3.00 + A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G
Jennings-Bramley, 5 Feversham Road,
Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3PP, Tel: 01722
328523. EO1

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Street, Dover CT16 1PW. 2597

Cannon Curios, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts. Militaria, deacts,
prints, furniture, glass, china, books,
medal cases, etc. 10-5 daily, closed
Wednesday. Tel: 01980 655099 EO)

Commemorative Documents of
Military Service. Suitable for all
branches. Designed for wall or desk
top display or portfolio. Sen SAE for
descriptive list and request form
AFSO, Outer Ardoch, Kilwinning,
Ayreshire, KA 13 7QL. EO1

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. TIC

First (508 runs, £2,500):
Whatton, ATR Pirbright.

Second (507 runs, £1,250): Maj DA
Fagg, 2 Trg Regt AAC, Middle Wallop.

Third (503 runs, £750): Sgt WM Cope,
1 Cheshire, BFPO 802.

Fourth (499 runs, £500): Cpl PW
Gausden, MOD AMD, Ash Vale.

Fifth (493 runs, £400): Cpl NG Rees, 3
Tk Tptr Sgn RLC, BFPO 16.

Sixth (489 runs, £300): Capt M Young,
399 Signals Unit, RAF Digby.

Seventh (483 runs, £200): Lt Col PC
Tomlinson, HQ Land, Wilton.

Eighth (471 runs, £100): LCpl JM Kerr,
3RHA, Topcliffe.

LBdr PG

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

JUNE 7, 1997

JUNE 14, 1997

First (510 runs, £2,500): Capt D Nichol, 24
Airmob Bde CSS Bn, Colchester.

Second (491 runs, £1,250): Maj BW
Bragger, HQ QMG, Bicester.

Third (482 runs, £750): Sgt IP Reading, 1
Regt AAC, BFPO 47,

Fourth (478 runs, £500): SSgt N Paton,
ATDU, Bovington.

Fifth (469 runs, £400): Sgt WI Willetts, 25
Int & Sy Coy (V), York.

Sixth (468 runs, £300): Cpl KP Hibbert,
DDA Region 10, Aldershot.

Seventh (459 runs, £200): W01 GB Letson,
HQ 160 (Wales) Bde, Brecon

Eighth (455 runs, £100): Cp! AF Greenhill,
Catterick.

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. Tie
Genuine British Commonwealth
cap/collar badges, metal, cloth, s/titles,
divison trade, badges, monthly lists.
50p single list, £5 twelve lists. E Kelk,

Sweechgate Cortages, Broadock,
Canterbury, CT2 ORA. 13597
Military, sports, coronation,
police, school, masonic and
miscellaneous medals and badges.
Send 2x26p stamps for list: 18
Hollybank Road, Birkenhead,

Merseyside L41 2SY. 1397
For quality hand-embroidered wire
and silk thread badges, emblems,
crests and pennants send design or
pattern for return of sample and
quotation to: “Kalsara Internatonal”,
PO Box 1034, Sialkot, Pakistan 51310

24/97
Golf Equipment at Factory Prices.
Huge discounts on golf equipment
direct to Servicemen and women. For
a catalogue please telephone 00 44
1738 812727. PRI shop enquiries
welcome. 14197
Largest manufacturers and
exporters of  hand-embroidered
bullion badges for Army, Navy, Air
Force, Police, schools, colleges, clubs,
etc. Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-
arms, family crests and all military
accoutrements. Also leather gloves,
footballs, track suits. Contact: ] Arthur
(PVT) Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432 588605.

E Heliclays |

GOLFING HOLIDAYS IN
SCOTLAND. Golfing holidays
catering specifically for small to
medium-sized groups (6-12). Play
Gleneagles, St Andrew, Carnoustie
and other championship courses in
East Scotland. For a brochure call : 00
44 1738 812727, 1497

DELIGHTFUL
BLACKPOOL HOTEL

in Prime Location

Run by ex-Serviceman
Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays,
breaks and functions. Prices include full
English breakfast and five course evening

meal.
Holmhurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue,
Blackpool Central

Telephone: 01253 25977
Proprietor: Tony Salvin

Torquay, GLENROY HOTEL
comfortable, licensed, ex-Forces run
hotel. Excellent home cooking.
Friendly atmosphere. All rooms colour
TVs, tea making facilites, cosy bar with
Sky TV. Telephone:01803 299255, 1047

Blackpool self catering flats. Off
promenade or rural, luxury bed and
breakfast. All with private facilities.
Tel: 01253 696145.

\ s rRance)

House Contents, Kit, MSQ and
Building Insurance. Tel: 0800
626604 (Freephone). Household and

general. Freepost SE8601,
Beckenham, BR3 4BR. Overseas
callers dial UK code then

1816582549. We can call you back. 2007

| Propardy |

For Sale: Gosport, Hants, 2-
bedroom semi-detached house.
Built January 1997 with garden.

Available January 1998, Offers over
£63,000. Price includes carpets and
extras. Tel: 0181 658 2549 or 0956
283902. 1497

Back issues of SOLDIER are
available for £1.25 each
Tel: 01252 347353.

I'M WORRIED AB
GEORCE! HE'S
ALWAYS IN

T0 FORGET
HE DRINKS /|
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Darren’s worthy effort
sinks the champions

DEFENDING champions
AGC Worthy Down were
resoundingly beaten in the first
round of the Army Cricket
Cup by the current Infantry
champions, the 1st Battalion,
The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment at Canterbury.

Star of the match was Sgt
Darren Cornhill, who smashed
the Worthy Down bowlers to
all parts of the ground in a
majestic innings of 184 out of
308.

Neither side was at full
strength because of other com-
mitments, and nearly half the
PWRR team had deployed
during the Zaire crisis to
Congo on Operation Determi-
nant.

Worthy Down won the toss,
put the Tigers in to bat, and
were rewarded with an early
wicket. But Cornhill stabilised
the innings and quickly raced
to a half century.

A second-wicket stand of
180 between Cornhill and
Capt Stuart Houghton put 1
PWRR in control. After the
departure of Houghton for a
stylish 67, lower order support
pushed the PWRR score to an
impressive 308 for five in 40
overs, Cornhill finishing on
184.

It was a tall order for the
AGC batsmen, and, as the run
rate rose, they were put under
increasing pressure. They were
finally all out for 118, Cpl
Adam Dodman finishing with
three wickets for 31.

1 PWRR 308-5 (Cornhill 184,
Houghton 67). AGC Worthy

3

Top scorer: Sgt Darren Cornhill
(1 PWRR) scored 184 in the
first round of the Army Cup

Down 118 (Dodman 3-31). 1
PWRR won by 190 runs.

Army v Middlesex I

With the previous week’s
game against Wiltshire at
Marlborough abandoned with-
out a ball being bowled
because of a waterlogged pitch,
the Army side was looking for-
ward to playing the Middlesex
2nd XTI at Aldershot.

At 57 for three (effectively
four as a broken finger forced
Wellings’s retirement), Middle-
sex were struggling against
some good fielding and bowl-
ing, particularly by Capt Paddy
Logan (AAC) in his first spell.

Had LCpl Lenny Hutton
(RDG) not been in no-ball
bowling mode — he had Dutch
out twice in one over, both off
no balls, before the score was

80 — the Middlesex total may
have been reduced and the
whole tenor of the match
changed.

In the end, the young profes-
sionals played extremely well
and, due to some weak batting
by the Army, won with ease.
Middlesex 285-7 (Dutch 144).
Army 113 (5t George 25). Middle-
sex won by 172 runs.

Army v Kent Il

The Army bowling and field-
ing was good for most of the
match and Kent were strug-
gling at 84 for four after two
hours’ play which, by any stan-
dard, reflected a decent bowl-
ing performance.

Immediately after lunch,
Kent were deep in trouble at
110 for six. But the tail played
sensibly, while the Army bowl-
ing and fielding became
ragged.

The Woolwich pitch is not
difficult to score on. But for
some poor shot selection by
some of the Army batsmen (St
George and Fielding being the
only ones to have been gen-
uinely dismissed by fine bowl-
ing), the result could have gone
either way.

Kent 242-8 (Logan 2-31). Army
123. Kent won by 119 runs.

Combined Services v
NAYC England U-19

Two days of good weather at
Vine Lane produced batting
performances and fine bowling
by Capt James Carr-Smith
(RY).

The RAF opening pair dem-

SGT Tony Morland (1 ADSR)
lifted a combined total of
557.5kg to win the 1997
British Army (Germany) pow-
erlifting championship.

Although most of the com-
petitors were first-timers, the
standard of lifting was very
high. For the three lifts
involved — squat, bench press
and deadlift — scoring and
positions are worked out on a
weight lifted to body weight
ration to decide overall posi-
tions.

The squat is probably the
most difficult lift of three. An
excellent effort by 56kg LBdr
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Pressing

NEWEIES

Mike McDermott (4 Regt RA)
in lifting 120kg took him to
third place. However, it was
the heavier lifters who came
out on top, with RAF
Bruggen’s Jason Coulthard
(190kg) having to accept the
runner-up spot after being
edged out by Sgt Morland’s
205kg lift.

First place in the bench press
went to SSgt Andy Garner

(FSST) who pipped LCpl Lois
Pulham (35 Engr Regt) by
virtue of his lighter body
weight.

The deadlift proved an excit-
ing round with 90 per cent of
the competitors achieving per-
sonal bests. Heaviest lift, at
225kg, went to Morland, but
the winner was the lightest
man in the competition,
McDermott.

Overall, the competition
proved a closely-fought con-
test. Morland was eventually
declared winner ahead of team
mate Cpl Bob Kirby (1 ADSR)
and Garner.

onstrated their cricketing
talent, Glyn Lumb’s tech-
nique, patience and all-round
excellence setting a fine exam-
ple to both sides and Mark
Bray showing what an exciting
batsman he is by playing a
chanceless innings of high
quality.

Carr-Smith bowled with his

usual mixture of flight and
guile and, when the seventh
wicket fell, NAYC played out
for a draw.
Combined Services 243-7 dec
(Lumb 114) and 267-2 dec (Bray
117). England U19 XI 252-5 dec
and 242-7 (Carr-Smith 6-73).
Match drawn.

Army 32, GB U-19 18

AFTER a notable victory over
the Civil Service at Bath and a
tight win against an improving
Royal Air Force side, the Army
rugby league squad made it
three in a row with a good win
over the Great Britain Under-
19s, writes Steve Tranter.

Early pressure paid off for
the Army as the GB side was
forced into some uncharacter-
istic errors. Paul Roberts
(SEME) opened the scoring in
the third minute after hard dri-
ving by the forwards. Stand-
off Shaun Fanning (RAMC)
missed the conversion.

Making the most of the
good start, the Army turned
up the heat. Collecting a ball
on the GB 20m line, Sgt Tim
White (REME) stormed
through a static defence to
score on 11 minutes.

The British juniors finally
woke up and laid siege to the
Army try line.

Having defended well on
their own line, the Army final-
ly ran out of cover and the GB
winger raced into the left
corner to score.

With both sides squander-
ing chances, the Army edged
further ahead when Fanning
went over, the conversion

Sgt Tim White (REME) tries
desperately to keep the ball.
Spot the offending hand

opening the gap to 14-8. The
Great Britain side scored a try
on the stroke of half-time and
went into the interval within
four points of the Army.

From the restart they piled
on the pressure and levelled
the match at 14 points each.

Great resultkpu‘t‘s Army
in the selector’s eye

Army captain Cpl Wayne
Braddock (R Signals) got his
side moving forward again and
scrumhalf Kevin White cheeki-
ly dummied his way over to put
his team in front again. Fan-
ning converted to put some
breathing space between the
teams.

After good work from White
and Roberts, Sgt Rick Nelson
(RE) burst through two tackles
to score and Fanning’s kick
made it 26-14.

The Army were on a roll and
man-of-the-match Fanning
went flying over for his second
converted try.

The game ended with a great
interchange between Cpl Bob
Hinton and full back Steve
Emm (RE) which resulted in a
try being disallowed for a dubi-
ous forward pass.

Final score of 32-18 did not
reflect how close the game
actually was. Although this was
a deserved victory for the
Army, in the end they were
pushed all the way to the final
whistle.

Jackie Reid, chairman of the
international selectors, said he
was surprised by the skill and
strength of the Army team and
would be casting an eye over
the squad in future.

An Army player (centre) is
intercepted during the inau-
gural match on the Army’s
second synthetic hockey
pitch at Aldershot, which was
opened by the Adjutant Gen-
eral, Gen Sir Alex Harley. The
Army beat the President’s XI
3-2

Lightning
Lancers

NINE teams representing
units within 4 Armoured
Brigade, based in Osnabruck
and Munster, took part in an
offshore racing regatta organ-
ised by the Army Sail Training
Centre at Kiel.

The Queen’s Royal Lancers
won the overall honours with a
convincing performance on
board Stork, skippered by John
Curran. Race for second place
was a close contest between
brigade commander Brig
David Richards aboard Perrel,
who just managed to beat the
second HQ 4 Armd Bde yacht,
Grebe, Skippered by Capt
Gary Deakin.

Skippered by Maj George
Waters, the 1st Battalion, Cold-
stream Guards finished fourth,
a creditable performance from
its novice racing crew.

The regatta consisted of a
number of “round the cans”
races and longer passage races
between ports in Germany and
Denmark.

Now the brigade plans to
take part in the 1997 Fastnet
Race.

Sappers on course

SIXTY-FIVE players took part
in the British Army (Germany)
inter-corps  golf  champi-
onships at Sennelager, the
largest field for six vears.

In the qualifiers, defending
champions the Royal Engi-
neers swept to an impressive
122 points for their best four
scores in the Stableford round.

LCpl Jim Taylor’s 40 points
off scratch, with a round of 69,
three shots off the course
record, was a fine display of
powerful hitting and excellent
putting. His albatross on the
par five second was the high-
lighlight of the day.

The afternoon strokeplay
round to determine the final
placings for day two was close-
ly fought. Only five strokes in
an aggregate of nearly 1,000
separated the top three teams.

The RLC, with good perfor-
mances from SSgt Brian
Martin and WO1 A C Storey,
led the way into the top seeded
semi-final berth. The sappers
continued their fine perfor-
mance and narrowly held off
the REME for second and
third places respectively. The
signallers, led by Sgt Sam

to victory

Prince, took the fourth semi-
final place.

Day two saw the Signals
progress to the final, beating a
lacklustre RLLC team 3-2. In
the other semi-final, current
BA(G) golf captain Taylor was
held to all square after 18 holes
by McMillan (REME), but a
birdie on the first extra hole
was enough to win his game,

With the scores level at 2-2,
WO1 Lance Rosie held his
nerve to sink a testing putt on
the 18th to level his game with
Maj Jacques Lemay (RE).
Once again, the REME lost
out to the sappers when Lemay
sank a long putt on the first
extra hole.

In the play-off for the Plate,
the REME players proved too
strong for the RLC.

In the final, the sappers
always seemed to be in control
of the match against the sig-
nallers.

A scratch bogey competi-
tion, contested by the remain-
ing teams, was won by the RE
B team.
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[SKY-DIVING FENCING

TARGET RIFLE SHOOTING

Sky-
winni
ways

A NEW Army four-way for-
mation sky-diving team is
being sponsored by five British
defence companies.

Calling themselves Quiksil-
va, Maj David Tyler (RLC),
2nd Lt Alastair Macartney
(RLC), LCpl Wayne Thomas
(RG]) and Pte Jase Baxter
(PWO) completed 60 jumps
during a training camp in
Florida.

Coached by the South
African national team captain,
Solly Williams, they made an
excellent start in the Southern
regional championships, fin-
ishing third.

A week later they were
second at the Scottish nation-

als during which they com-
bined with another four-way
team to win the Scottish eight-
way competition.

Quiksilva have been
promised support by Vickers

plc, In Flight Refuelling, Alvis,
Avimo and GEC Marconi.

The 1997 Army Parachute
championships will take place
at JSPC Netheravon on Octo-
ber 4-12.

Nicky puts the rest to the sworad

FOR the first time the Inter-
Services fencing champion-
ships were held at the Army
School of Physical Training
at Aldershot rather than at the
Royal Tournament.

Lt Nicky Chester (AGC),
a former Commonwealth
Games fencer, swept the
women’s individual weapon
titles by consistently showing
the power of her accurate,
aggressive attacks and almost
impenetrable defence.

That is not to say the other
Service fencers were a
walkover. One of Chester’s
keenest foil fights was against
Lt Cdr Maggie Myers, whose
penetrating left-handed close-
encounter weapon handling
almost tipped the balance in
her favour.

With the scores level at 4-4,
tension mounted as the decid-
ing hit was given to Chester,
securing her third individual
win of the competition and the
Inter-Service = Champion-at-
Arms trophy. She went on to
win the Champion Swords-
woman Shield, which will be
presented to her at the Royal
Tournament.

Cpl Ian Stewart had his eye
on the men’s novice sabre title
and fought tenaciously to over-
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Master Swordswoman Lt

come strong opposition from
Royal Navy and Royal Air
Force fencers and win the
Wilkinson Sword gold medal.

In the Master Swordsman
competition some finely-
judged cuts to arm dispatched
the RAF Champion-at-Arms,
Sqn Ldr Steve Jackman, while
an inspired series of running
attacks defeated the Navy
champion, Lt Cdr Graham
Oliver.

However, after several close
matches, the three Service
fencers were level on points.

In the deciding sabre com-
petition Stewart was over-

Nicky Chester and (right) Wilkinson Sword
gold medal winner, Cpl lan Stewart
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whelmed by the ferocity of the
Navy atrack and was unable to
match Sgn Ldr Jackman’s well-
judged arttacks.

It was still a good result for
Stewart in his first major
championships and he can be
well satisfied with his bronze
medal in the Master Swords-
man competition.

Other successes included a
gold medal win for Maj Tony
Williams (RE) in the senior
foil, a silver medal for Capt
Rebecca Harrison (AGC) and
a silver medal in the Champi-
on-at-Arms and bronze in the
foil for Col Neil Sutherland.

Low turn-ou
for inter-corps
anniversary
rifle match

JUST five divisions, including
one infantry regiment or
corps, managed to support the
25th inter-corps target rifle
match at Bisley.

In contrast, three units — the
Royal Irish, Royal Signals and
REME - entered B teams.

The weather was hot and
sunny, with the haze at the
longer ranges proving more
difficult than the light, variable
wind. Scores overall improved
on the previous two years.

On Century range, the
morning details saw the R Irish
establish a lead of ten points at
300yds over the Army Air
Corps, making a return after
their absence last year. This
lead was extended to 15 points
at 600vyds.

In the afternoon, on Stickle-
down Range, the R Irish lead
was cut back to ten points at
900 yds, with the RE and
REME tied in third on 536
points each. At 1,000yds the
AAC encountered problems,
leaving the R Irish clear win-
ners by 24 points. REME fin-
ished third, ten behind the
AAC.

Highest individual score was
by LCpl G Clarke (R Irish)
with 191.21 out of a possible
200. The Reserve Prize was
won by Capt H Woods (R Sig-
nals) with a score of 185.11.
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INFLATABLE BUILDINGS

FOR THE MILITARY

Provides emergency all weather cover in minutes

Urgent request from the Royal Unit can be made in a multitude of Unit can be erected in any weather
Electrical and Me: ic ineers sizes and colours it can also be on any terrain in minutes.

for quick erect [ constructed in

YET STRONG, FLEXIBLE YET ROBUST AND DOESN'T INCREASE IN WEIGHT (%

WHEN WET, YOU'LL FIND AIRESHELTA THE IDEAL SOLUTION.

KNITE LINK LIGHT SYSTEM

Aireshelta’s revolutionary new lighting system 110V, 220V or 240V, 36 watt compact fluorescent
lights with tripod will give you extensive floodlighting capacity with minimum energy consumption.
Each lamp consumes only 36 watts. The light output is better than a 500 watt Tungsten equivalent,
with up to 50% more usable light and up to 20% larger footprint than any other similar system. It is
also cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5000 hours of life.

TELEPHONE: 44 01484 646559 FACSIMILE: 44 01484 644450
Email Richard@airshel.demon.co.uk
AIRESHELTA, JUBILEE WORKS, 10 DALE STREET, LONGWOOD, HUDDERSFIELD, HD3 4TG

WE WILL TAILOR MAKE UNITS TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS

Royal Air Force Aircraft Recovery
and Transportation Flight RAF ST.
ATHAN. On Ex. Lame Duck, at the
scene of a downed aircraft these
people need to be seen
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| Relief all round as 11 members of |
E Squadron, 2nd Royal Tank &8

Regiment reach the end of a week-
long 2,000km relay run around the

Maze prison in Northern Ireland. |

They had taken turns to carry a
baton around the perimeter. The
tankies, who have been providing
a guard force at the Maze, raised
about £7,000 for two charities,
Children Nationwide and the Royal
Belfast Hospital for Sick Children.
More Good Causes, Pages 30-31.
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