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INDUSTRIAL BANKERS

SERVICES CREDIT SCHEME

This scheme provides specially reduced Hire Purchase
Terms for Commissioned Officers and Senior N.C.0O.’s
wishing to buy Motor Vehicles

FULL DETAILS FROM HEAD OFFICE "
QUAY HEAD HOUSE — BRISTOL 1 Tel. Bristol 24979

THE FINEST TOBACCO PERFECTLY PACKED




£l,0_00 INSURANCE AFTER x|
% 16 YEARS IS WORTH £1.500

A tax-free annual income for your dependants of £100 can be had from an Insurance Policy into
which you pay only £8 each year. A Life Insurance can be changed over later on so that you will

get a sum of money for your retirement. A house can be bought through Insurance—it is economical i
(because of tax relief) and it is safe because you are insured; this isn’t so with a normal mortgage.

These are typical of the Insurance details people want to know, and we are here to answer their |
questions. We don’t act on behalf of any particular Company, we act on your behalf to select the

best insurance for you, to tell you about all kinds of insurance and it costs you not a penny more

to use our experience.

No one is trying to sell you anything. We are here to advise, to study the best way to put your
money to use, to answer your questions. Our job is to know what every Insurance Company offers
—bonus, tax relief, methods of payment, cover for War and Service risks, and so on.

Today, many Insurance Companies are giving superb terms and they have made it worth while .
everyone using Insurance as a method of saving. You pay no extra if we arrange your Insurance, 5
in fact, we guarantee to save you time, trouble and, we think, a lot of money. |

A word from you giving as many details as possible regarding your requirements, including date of
birth, and we’ll see if we can think of a plan that will interest you. Do not delay, we all need Insurance
and an uninsured man can only leave tragedy behind him. |

DOUGLAS KING & COMPANY LTD.

Insurance Brokers, Specialising for H.M.F. Personnel :
SHEEP MARKET HILL, BLANDFORD SQUARE, BLANDFORD FORUM, DORSET, ENGLAND i

i ﬁ 1

NAAFI
1921-1961

Forty Years of Service to the Services

Credit Sales Soar

The phenomenal success of the instalment credit sales scheme of 174 years. Units and messes may also take advantage of it.
introduced by Naafi in November, 1959, is telling proof of the Jividend jor discount is payable on the majority of items and
extent to which it is appreciated by men and women of the the maximum credit charge is only one penny in £1 each month.
Services. And no wonder. Highly favourable terms make it 2" Payments may be made weekly, fortnightly or monthly. There
possible for them to buy from a vast range of household and - is, no problem about postings; an agreement signed in the
personal goods without the need of ready cash. United Kingdom can be transferred to any Naafi shop anywhere.
The scheme is open to all officers and other ranks over the age Ask your shop manager for details.

IMPERIAL COURT, KENNINGTON LANE, LONDON, S.E.II. H.M. Forces’ Official Trading Organisation
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REGULARS

“We want a stronger Army.”

“We want a stronger Air Force.’
“We want a stronger Navy.”

“We all want more Guinness’’—

GUINNESS makes all the forces stronger

G.E.3407.G

Something HOME IS
to write home about! WHERE YOU
") | TAKE IT!

The sensational Ronson Varaflame—most
advanced gas lighter in the world.

Worried about the next move? Take your home with you from
posting to posting! A caravan home is transportable and comfort-
able, giving privacy and independence. We provide a comprehensive
caravan service—sales or hire, towing, exclusive sites, insurance,

Wherever you go you'll be proud
to own a Ronson lighter. Each
one is precision engineered and
handsomely finished. Choose a
Ronson from the wide range
at your NAAFL

easiest of terms, etc.

CAR
ALL LEADING 4 VA NS
Telephone:

MAKES SUPPLIED
Waltham Cross

J 26309 or send
i coupon for details

To: EDMUND J. GREEN (CARAVANS) LTD.
Breach Barns, Galley Hill, Waltham Abbey, Essex.

ONSON

' Please send full details of your Forces caravan service without obligation.
I would require a caravan to accommodate .................. people.
RIE . s e o T R el

World’s Greatest Lighters
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TR B PRI XS K ARMY M AGA AZINE

Libya, 4 piastres; Cyprus, 40 mils; Malaya, 30 cents; Hong Kong, 60 cents; East Africa, 75 cents; West Africa, 9d.

g T e DR BT O S RN BN A T - DA e R AR ST

: the Royal Navy’s mew
assault ship in action. It

Y this time next year the British Army
M A ‘ ‘ E R_ ' will be only 198,700 strong—31,000
fewer than at present and the

smallest Army since the 1930s.

But it will be a more mobile and a harder-
hitting Army, equipped with more powerful
weapons, ocean-going tank landing ships,

more helicopters and light aircraft and
better and longer-range communications.

And, in the not-too-distant future, it will
have a new battle tank—the Chieftain,
which will be superior to any other tank in
the world; a more lethal Infantry mortar; a
revolutionary type of assault bridge; 105-

OVER...

MORE FIRE-POWER AND GREATER MOBILITY — THESE ARE THE TOP PRIORITIES FOR THE ARMY AS
IT RAPIDLY APPROACHES THE DAY WHEN ALL ITS SOLDIERS WILL BE REGULARS. THIS YEAR IT WILL
GET MORE POWERFUL WEAPONS, NEW TANK LANDING SHIPS AND MORE AIRCRAFT — AND IT WILL
ALSO BE BETTER CLOTHED AND HOUSED — AT HOME AND ABROAD — THAN EVER BEFORE
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The active strength of
the Army on 1 January,
1961, was 246,028, includ-
ing 6042 members of the
Women’s Services and
7220 boys.

The number of male
officers totalled 23,208
and male other ranks
209,558, of whom 79,611
were National Servicemen
and 6321 on short-service
engagements.

By 1 April next year it
is estimated that there
will be 166,200 Regulars
(officers, other ranks and
boys), 26,500 National
Servicemen and 6000
members of the Women’s
Royal Army Corps and
Queen Alexandra’s Royal
Army Nursing Corps.

millimetre self-propelled guns to replace the
25-pounder and a new tracked armoured
personnel carrier for the Infantry. A new
surface-to-air guided weapon similar to the
Thunderbird, new infra-red equipment and
ultra high-frequency combat radio sets are
also being developed.

As the Army’s striking power becomes
greater so, too, will its ability to deal quickly
and effectively with emergencies in any part
of the world. The Royal Air Force is to
expand its fleet of troop-carrying aircraft
and the Royal Navy will build within the
next five years 11,000-ton assault ships
which, carrying troops, guns, tanks, heli-
copters and assault craft, will patrol the
coasts in areas where trouble is likely to
break out. )

There is good news, too, on the building
front. In the coming year more than
£46,000,000 is to be spent on works ser-
vices, most of it to provide new barracks and
married quarters at home and overseas and
including a new Army town to be carved
out of the desert near Aden. 3

The soldier will also be better dressed, for
more than half the troops will receive the
new “officer-style” Service dress and a rain-
coat this year and all other ranks will be given
a suitcase to use on leave instead of the kit-
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bag. It is understood that all troops will have
one suit of Service dress by 1963 and their
second suit by 1965.

Announcing this cheerful news for the
future in his memorandum to the Army Esti-
mates, the War Minister, Mr. John Profumo,
emphasised that fire-power and mobility
must be increased if its many and varied com-
mitments are to be met by the smaller all-
Regular Army which would also have to be
trained to a higher state of readiness than
ever before.

Other details announced by the War
Minister were :

FIRE-POWER

The deployment of Honest John missiles
in Rhine Army will be completed and a new
forward area radar for locating hostile mortar
positions will be brought into service. The
new FN general-purpose machine-gun to
replace the Vickers and the Bren will com-
plete its trials and production will begin this
year.
MOBILITY

Deliveries of the air-portable Italian
105-mm howitzer and the Malkara anti-tank
guided weapon will continue and improved
types of bridging and engineering plant will
come into service. The Army Air Corps will

The Army Air Corps will soon
be getting the Scout (left), a
five-seater helicopter for use in
all climates. It cruises at 100 knots
and will carry a load of 15 cwts.

SMALLER—BUT
STRONGER AND SWIFTER

continued

Below: An artist’s impression of
part of the town which will be
builtin the desert near Aden. Work
on this imaginative project will
be started during this summer.

be getting the Scout helicopter, Beaver light
aircraft and a small number of French
Alouette helicopters and the Gunners will be
re-equipped with the wheeled armoured
command post. Trials will also begin of the
Gillois Bridge (a series of amphibious pon-
toons each with a portion of bridge decking)
and of the first of the new 5000-ton tank
landing ships, which will be manned by the
Merchant Navy and in peacetime used for
ferrying military stores.

TRAINING

There will be more training overseas for
troops in Britain and exercises are planned
for units of the Strategic Reserve in Europe,
North Africa and Kenya.

Adventure training, introduced to develop
character and leadership, has been remark-
ably successful and it will eontinue. As an
experiment, the Army will this year provide
volunteer instructors at civil youth camps.

RECRUITING

Regular recruiting in the past year was
disappointing but the percentage of men
enlisting for nine years has risen steadily and
more National Servicemen are becoming
Regulars.

The enlistment procedure is being stream-
lined and the standard of recruiting and



the War Office.

It will cost the taxpayer £500,700,100 to pay for the Army this year—£25,149,990 more than last year and the largest
sum ever in peacetime.

The largest single item is £133,170,000 for pay and allowances (£3,029,990 more than last year, partly due to the end
of Western Germany’s contribution towards the local costs of Rhine Army). Next comes £108,310,000 in pay and
allowances to civilians (£5,520,000 more than last year).

Other expenses include £71,400,000 for stores; £39,610,000 for supplies; £46,100,000 for works, buildings and lands;
£27,650,000 for movements; £19,680,000 for the Reserve forces, Territorial Army and Cadet forces; and £6,790,000 for

Above: A sergeant wearing the
new “officer-type’ Service dress,
which all other ranks will have
in the near future. He carries a
suitcase, the kitbag’s replacement.
Right: A pontoon of the new
French amphibious Gillois bridge
enters the water. Each pontoon
carries decking hydraulically ex-
tended to fit to the next pontoon.

liaison staffs will be improved. Forty-six
recruiting teams will be formed from most of
the major Corps and all Infantry brigades
and next summer all major units in Britain
will spend a week or ten days on intensive
recrmiting activities. Television advertising
will be extended.

BARRACKS AND QUARTERS

£46,100,000—nearly £11,000,000 more
than last year—is to be spent on major works
services, most of the money providing new
barracks and married quarters.

In Britain, 12 of the 14 new brigade depots
will be under construction and work will
begin on 14 battalion or regimental barracks
and barracks for static units of several Corps.
About 2500 married quarters are now being
built and a further 4000 are planned. By this
summer married quarters at home should
reach a completion rate of 1500 a year.

Big projects are scheduled for abroad. In
the desert, 20 miles out of Aden, work will
begin this summer on a new military town,
complete with air-conditioned accommoda-
tion for married and single officers and men
and their families, a church, cinema, shops
and a sports ground. Air-conditioned
barracks for an armoured car squadron and
British troops serving with the Trucial Oman
Scouts will also be built in the Persian Gulf.

In Rhine Army more flats built by German
contractors will be hired and by March, 1962
some 3000 families will be housed in this
way. More schools will be built and barracks
improved.

Other projects include a 17-storey hospital,
400 married quarters for the Gurkhas, which
will be ready for occupation during the year,
and new barracks for two major units in
Hong Kong. Barracks, working accommoda-
tion and a further 600 married quarters at
Fort George, Malacca will also be completed
in 1961-62 and a start will be made on a new
Gurkha training depot in Singapore.

The Kahawa cantonment in Kenya for two
Infantry battalions and their families will
be completed by the summer of 1962 and
another 155 married quarters and barracks
for 500 men will be finished at Gilgil this
year.

In Gibraltar’s new military town, 28 flats
will be completed this summer and work on
a further 24 married quarters and a new
Infantry barracks will begin. In Cyprus,
new barracks for an Infantry battalion and
a Signals regiment, more married quarters
and schools are planned and in Libya bar-
racks will be modernised and more quarters
provided. More married quarters will also
be built in Malta GC.

WOMEN'S SERVICES

More officers and other ranks are needed
for both the Women’s Royal Army Corps
and Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing
Corps. The current rate of recruiting needs
to be doubled to offset the losses caused by
girls leaving to get married.

AIR TROOPING

More aircraft are being used for trooping
and this year routine moves of complete
units will be made by air. The troopship
fleet will be reduced to three.

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION

There are 19,400 primary schoolchildren
and 7500 secondary schoolchildren in Army
schools overseas. Over the next few years it
is expected that this total will increase by
more than 4000.

CLOTHING

The first issues of the new Service dress
will be made to staffs of depots and training
establishments in Britain, the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst, Mons Officer Cadet
School and recruiting staffs, then to regi-
ments and Corps in order of seniority and
finally to junior leaders and apprentices.
Other ranks in the Women’s Services will
also be getting new uniforms.
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An acetylene welder goes to work on the hulk of a Saracen armoured
personnel carrier, one of dozens overhauled at Wetter each month.

A bird’s-eye view of 23 Base Workshop’s gigantic shed where soft-skinned vehicles are dismantled, tested and made fit for the road again.

ROCKET LAUNCHERS, TANKS OR RADIO

ARMY’S BIGGEST REME WORKSHOP WHICH

o W
59

% I

. T ‘3
4

Fitters and engine technicians overhaul a dismantled Centurion tank
during ome of its seven stages on the continuous assembly line.

HAS THE JOB OF MAKING THEM LIKE NEW

SETS —- THEY'RE ALL THE SAME TO THE

SAVES MILLIONS

of Wetter, which lies in a bend of the
Ruhr river—the British Army is a
highly popular institution.

Small wonder, for the immense 23 Base
Workshop, Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers—it covers 48 acres—is the biggest
employer of civilian labour in the town. Its
wage bill is more than £1,000,000 a year.

No other Army establishment has a higher
proportion of civilians on its staff. German
employees number over 2000, compared
with a British military staff of 47—19 officers
and 28 warrant officers. There are nine other
British staff, all civilians.

It is the largest REME workshop in the
world and it overhauls or repairs all types
of Army equipment, from binoculars to
Centurion tanks. Its output is prodigious.
In a typical year it overhauls thousands of
assorted vehicles—tanks, armoured cars,
most types of lorries, diesel and petrol
engines, major assemblies, such as trans-
missions and gear boxes, field guns, Honest
John rocket launchers, machine-guns,
mortars and rifles, instruments of various
kinds and radio equipment.

To achieve this, more than 100,000 differ-
ent items have to be kept in stock, from tank
engines down to the smallest screw for a
radio set. Working conditions are compar-
able to the best that German industry can
offer and three accountants of the Royal
Army Pay Corps do continual costing, so
that the return on labour and costs is com-
parable to the most competitive commercial
concern.

In fact, 23 Base Workshop more than pays
for its keep—to the tune of several million
pounds a year—by saving costly equipment
which would otherwise have to be replaced
at vastly greater expense. Centurion tanks,
for instance, cost about £50,000 each to
make. At Wetter they are completely over-
hauled and made fit for another 3000 miles
of life at a cost of only £5000.

Recently the Workshop completed the
overhaul of its 1000th Centurion and, as
SOLDIER went to press, the 30,000th
wheeled vehicle was expected to arrive for
treatment. :

The Base Workshops has been at Wetter
since 1945, operating in the early days from
two requisitioned factory buildings, one of
which was once the Harkort-Eicken Works,
founded at the time of Waterloo and the
first steel factory in Germany. It was here—
in the same workshops where Centurions
for Rhine Army are now overhauled—that
in the 1820s Boulton and Watts’ famous

steam engines made in Birmingham and
exported to Germany were assembled and

IN the former arms-manufacturing town

later copied. In World War Two the Har-
kort-Eicken Steel Works produced armour
for the German Tiger tanks and the original
rollers on which the steel plate used to travel
are still to be seen—set in the floor of the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps stores sec-
tion. The factory was flooded to a depth of
17 feet when the Royal Air Force “Dam-
Busters” smashed the nearby Mohne Dam
in 1943. :

One of the two requisitioned buildings has
now been returned to the Germans and re-
placed by a superb new building which cost
£1,500,000 and embodies all the latest re-
finements in equipment and machinery.
Most of the work done here involves
overhauling vehicles and technical stores,
stripping, checking and cleaning, recondi-
tioning or replacing spare parts and then
re-assembling, testing and repainting.

Overhauling Centurion tanks—in seven
stages—is the biggest job. Many are serviced
at the same time on the same production
line and it takes only 46 days to make an old
tank like new.

Five hundred skilled Germans work in
this shop, 18 of them on the assembly line.
First, the tanks are taken to pieces and the
engines removed, inspected and overhauled.
The turret is lifted off by crane (most of the
crane operators are German women), the
gun dismounted, the tracks removed and the
turret stripped of paint.

Sometimes there is * “up-gunning”—
replacing the old gun by one of heavier
calibre—and the guns are sight tested. The
gunless hulk is then given a gruelling short
run on the testing track, the gun is added to
the hulk and the tank returns to the track for
the severest test of all—a full-speed trial 20

Story: DENNIS BARDENS. Photographs: PETER O'BRIEN.

~ THIS REME WORKSHOP

N |

This is a job for a very steady hand. An
expert files the scores of cogs on a Centurion turret
ring, which is held in position by a giant clamp.

times round the track, a distance of five miles.

Morale at the Workshop is high and rela-
tions between the military and civilian
staffs excellent. “For one thing,” Colonel
J. Meyrick Neilson, REME, the Command-
ing Officer, told SOLDIER, “we have a
system of incentives to encourage the worker
and a strong work-study section, which is
constantly on the lookout for more efficient
methods of planning and produggion. Every-
thing we do is subject to the same financial
control that industry imposes. We run an
apprentice school for 80 pupils, and periodic-
ally hold a party and prize-giving. We've a
good tennis court and the Nuffield Trust
recently gave us the money to buy two boats,
which the British staff are constructing from
‘do-it-yourself’ kits.”

Colonel Neilson recently left to take up
his appointment as DDEME of 1 (British)
Corps, and has been succeeded as Com-
mander of 23 Base Workshops by Colonel
F. C. Faulkner, REME.

A once worn-out Centurion tank, now like new, is put through a gruelling test on the speed track.
If vehicles are not in perfect condition when they leave 23 Base Workshop they never will be.
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Each year, on the anniver-
sary of the Battle at Ramnug-
gar, the officers and senior
ranks of the 14th/20th King’s
Royal Hussars drink, in the
Sergeants’ Mess, to the memory
of the 14th Light Dragoons.
The toast -goes on until the
last dregs are drained from the
silver cup which a sister
regiment presented in honour
of those long-dead heroes

Right: The Colonel of the Regiment—Colonel
R. J. Stephen—takes the first drink from the
Ramnuggar Cup. Below: After the final drink,
Sergeant Eric Hill—the junior member of the
mess—lifts the Cup above his head, a custom
the Regiment has followed for 112 years.

2

T was a glittering spectacle and a time
for remembering heroes.

In the flower-bedecked, gaily-lit
Sergeants’ Mess of the 14th/20th King’s
Hussars the magnificent blue mess dress of
officers, warrant officers and non-commis-
sioned officers of the Regiment mingled with
the brilliant scarlet jackets of officers and
senior ranks of the affiliated territorial Army
regiment—The Duke of Lancaster’s Own
Yeomanry.

Suddenly, as the clock struck ten, the
doors opened and in silence the handsome
silver Ramnuggar Cup was borne aloft into
the mess and filled with champagne. Then,
amid cheers, Colonel R. J. Stephen, Colonel
of the Regiment, lifted the cup to his lips,
said, “To the heroes of Ramnuggar! May
they never be forgotten!” and drank.

In turn each man in the mess took the cup
and repeated the toast, three sergeants
replenishing the trophy so that it was never
empty until the last man had drunk.

Ramnuggar Day, which the 14th/20th
King’s Hussars, at Hohne, in Germany, was
celebrating for the 112th time, ensures that
the heroes of Ramnuggar will never be
forgotten.

It was during the Second Sikh War, in
India, that the 14th Light Dragoons (one of
the two regiments from which the 14th/20th
King’s Hussars was formed) made its
memorable charge at Ramnuggar on the
River Chenab.

ot

e

Under withering fire, two squadrons of
the 14th Light Dragoons, led by Lieut-
Colonel Havelock, and supported by the
5th Light Dragoons, routed a Sikh outpost.
Then, seeing that many of the dry channels
in the river bed were swarming with Sikhs,
Havelock reformed his men for another
charge, contrary to the orders of the
Commander-in-Chief, Lord Gough.

Realising the danger, Brigadier Cureton
(who had risen from the ranks and once
served with the 14th Light Dragoons) went
forward but was shot dead before he could
deliver his warning.

Under murderous fire the 14th Light
Dragoons charged a second time and a des-
perate mélée took place on the sandy river
bed. Though the Dragoons cut their way
back to safety more than 40 of them were
slain, among them Colonel Havelock whose
action was later described by Lord Gough
as “headlong valour.”

To commemorate this action the 5th
Light Cavalry presented the Ramnuggar
Cup to the 14th Light Dragoons and each
year since then the anniversary of the battle
has been celebrated with the drinking cere-
mony and a Regimental Parade and Ball.

This year, for the first time, the tradition
that only officers and senior ranks of the
14th/20th drink from the cup was broken
when The Duke of Lancaster’s Own Yeo-
manry was invited to participate. The close
link between .the two regiments is

HEROES  #

F
4

W

strengthened by virtue of the fact that the
14th/20th King’s Hussars is Lancashire’s
only Regular Army Cavalry regiment and
draws it recruits from that county.

Ramnuggar Day at Hohne had been
opened by a parade at which the Colonel of
the Regiment presented Regimental Medals
to the Quartermaster, Lieutenant R. Boulter,
and to Armament Sergeant-Major J. W. C.
Vickers, Royal Electrical and ‘Mechanical
Engineers. Sergeant V. Coles, who joined
the Army as a band boy in 1923, and whose
father served with the 20th Hussars, was
presented with a bar to his Long Service and
Good Conduct Medal.

The 14th/20th King’s Hussars was
formed from two famous regiments amalga-
mated in 1922. It received its present title in
1936. Among its many treasured relics is a
silver chamber-pot—called “The Emperor”
—once the property of Napoleon’s brother,
King Joseph. It was captured by the 14th in
the rout after the Battle of Vittoria in the
Peninsular War. .

The Regimental cap badge is the Prussian
Eagle. It 1s the crest of the Royal House of
Prussia and was conferred on the 14th Light
Dragoons in 1798 by Princess Frederika of
Prussia, later Duchess of York. The Regi-
mental collar badge—the royal cipher
within the garter—was conferred on the
14th by William IV in 1832.

In World War Two the Regiment fought
alongside the 2nd/6th Gurkha Rifles at the
capture of Medicina, in Italy. To com-
memorate this and other close links with the
Gurkhas, officers and men of the 14th/20th
King’s Hussars now wear the crossed kukris
as a shoulder flash.

HE 14th/20th King's Hussars® Regimental

Medal, instituted by Colonel E. D. Browne-

Synge-Hutchinson VC, in 1909, is a reward
to officers and men who conspicuously contribute
to the military efficiency or honour of the
Regiment.

It is in silver and bears the recipient’s name on
one side and the Prussian Eagle and Regimental
battle honours on the other.

Since 1909 only 95 medals and three bars have
been awarded.

i

i a s
Above: The charge of the 14th Light
Dragoons at Ramnuggar, led by Lient-
Col Havelock, who was killed. This
painting hangs in the Officers’ Mess.

Right: Major M. A. Urban-Smith with
the silver “Emperor,” once a royal
chamber-pot, which the 14th Hussars
captured from Napoleon’s brother.

The obverse side of the
Regimental Medal —a
recognition of outstand-
ing work. Only 95 have
been awarded in 52 years.

Beln'w: Provost-Sergeant R. Wallace studies the Regimental stuffed eagle, crest of the Royal

Household of Prussia in the 1780s. Note his silver eagle, now

L

worn by all ranks of the Regiment.
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Above: Between a fissure in the
rock the Sapper pot-holers come
up for air after spending hours in
the labyrinth of the Warstein
Caves. Note the rope ladder, an
essential part of their equipment.

Right: Corporal Neal Henson, the
founder of the Club, crawls on his
stomach along a narrow passage-
way 300-feet helow ground.
This is not the sport for you if
you suffer from claustrophobia!
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SAPPERS

IN THE

HHIWORLD

covered in slime and mud, slithered

on their stomachs along a two-foot-
wide tunnel, anchored their rope to a rock
and lowered themselves through a tiny
hole—to drop in the midst of a party of
astonished German tourists being shown
the wonders of Germany’s famous Warstein
Caves, near Lippstadt.

It was one of the lighter moments of an
exhausting and hair-raising underground
journey made by members of the 44 Field
Park Squadron, Royal Engineers, Pot-Holing
Club who, every week-end, explore one or
other of the many eerie and uncharted
caverns which lie below the surface of
Germany.

The Sappers’ Club—the only one of its
type in Germany—was formed three years
ago by Corporal Neal Henson, who had
acquired a taste for speleology (the technical
name for pot-holing) in Yorkshire. It now
boasts 30 highly-accomplished members.

Apart from the Warstein area, which is
honeycombed by many caves and passages,
the Osterode district, near the East German
border, has offered the Sappers’ Club the
most scope for their activities. Here, during
the exploration of one cave, about half a mile

Q. GROUP of bedraggled Sappers,

Admiring the fascinating rock structures in the
Warstein Caves is Sapper Anthony Fairey, resting
on the edge of a sheer underground -cliff.

deep, two yellow and black salamanders,
each about four inches long, were captured.

Pot-holing is an inexpensive sport, for the
equipment is simple and cheap—metal hel-
mets, torches, rope, matches and candles are
all a speleologist needs. But the rewards are
thrilling: breath-taking climbs into fantastic
grottos and caverns, often clustered with
stalactites and stalagmites which have taken
millions of years to grow; discovering under-
ground lakes and streams and seeing, per-
haps before any other human being, the
weird and age-old secrets of the underworld.

 INTELLIGENCE
il CORPS

“This job is so secret that even
I don’t know what I'm doing."
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smuggler patrol had done its work. But the natives (in the background) don’t seem to object.

A SMASHING
TIME IN THE
CAMEROONS

Taking time off while searching for smuggled goods, men

of The King’s Own Royal Border Regiment rest on one
of the giant mahogany trees in which Obenigang abounds.

RITISH troops watched
impassively as a score of
men with hammers and

axes laid into a huge pile of
crates, smashing every ome of
the 14,000 bottles of gin, brandy
and palm wine.

It was all in the line of duty.
“C” Company, The King’s Own
Royal Border Regiment-with
Sappers of 59 Field Squadron,
Royal Engineers, Signallers and
men of the Royal Army Medical
Corps and civil police—were on
anti-smuggler patrol in the
Southern Cameroons and the
alcohol was part of their haul.

The operation—part of The
King’s Own Royal Border
Force’s task of keeping law and
order while the inhabitants of
the Southern Cameroons decide
their future (SOLDIER, Feb-
ruary)—began when the troops
and police boarded four lighters
at Bota and sailed through the
night to the swamp-ridden
Obenigang Peninsula where,
for years, the local fishermen
have done a roaring trade in
smuggled goods. It was thought
that arms were entering the coun-
try illegally through this area.

The troops landed at dawn,
half of them cordoning off the
Peninsula to prevent canoes and
boats slipping away, while the
police and the rest of the force
searched the villages, bringing
to light huge quantities of illicit
alcohol, large quantities of
smuggled drugs, tobacco and
perfume—and, by mine detector,
a miser’s hoard of money hidden

" in the earth below his hut! Of

the supposed hidden arms and
ammunition, however, nothing
was found except four 9-milli-
metre rounds!
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1911. A Sapper officer takes the air in a Dmme'lli-phllle_, one of the first to ﬂy;n Britain.

-» -+ |t All Began With The Sappers

The man on the flying
trapeze had nothing
on the Army officers
who  experimented

with Britain’s first
" military  reconnais-
sance balloons. This
picture, taken in 1893,
shows Lieutenant
H. B. Jones, RE,
precariously perched
ontheballoon’sstrings
observing during
Army  manceuvres.
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N the first day of April 50 years
ago the Royal Engineers formed
an organisation which, though it

. existed for only a few months, did much to

revolutionise the art of warfare.

It was the Air Battalion, Royal Engineers,
Britain’s first air arm, from which sprang the
Royal Air Force and the Fleet Air Arm.

The Sappers have fostered many far-
reaching projects in the history of war but
none more valuable than their contribution
to aerial warfare.

It was a Sapper who persuaded the War
Office to experiment with balloons for mili-
tary reconnaissance; Sappers who built the
Army’s first airship; a civilian employed by
the Royal Engineers who flew Britain’s first
military aircraft; Sappers who first experi-
mented with aerial tactics, communication
and photography; and Sappers who piloted
many of Britain’s fighter and bomber air-
craft in World War One. And the first “air
ace”—Major George Hawker, who won the
Victoria Cross for gallantry in the air—was
a Sapper.

The Army’s interest in aerial warfare
began long before the Air Battalion was
formed. In 1862 Captain G. E. Grover, RE,
urged the use of balloons for aerial recon-
naissance, but an unimaginative War Office
and a pinchbeck Treasury thought the idea
too revolutionary and costly. In 1878, how-
ever, they gave their blessing—and £150 to
build a balloon—to a Sapper scheme for
experimenting with balloons at Woolwich.
There, in the next few months, the Royal
Engineers made a balloon which, filled with
coal gas, made several successful ascents.
The following year the experimental unit
became the Balloon Equipment Store and,
in 1882, the School of Ballooning at Chat-
ham, as part of the School of Military

Engineering.

One of the pioneers was Captain J. L. B.
Templer, of the Middlesex Militia (and later
The King’s Royal Rifle Corps) who (as
Colonel) subsequently commanded the
Army Balloon Factory and started military
balloon training at Aldershot. He dis-
covered the method of making balloons
with goldbeater’s skins (from the lower
intestine of the ox) and began the building
of the British Army’s first airship—Nulli
Secundus. This project was continued by
Colonel Templer’s successor at the Balloon
Factory, Colonel J. E. Capper, RE, who, with
Mr. S. F. Cody as co-pilot, took the airship
on its first flight from Farnborough to Lon-
don. They flew it round St. Paul’s but, meet-
ing strong headwinds, crashed in the grounds

P

A naval officer takes off in a Cody man-lifting kite at Farnborough, in Lic;lienam-Co[onel J. L. B. Templer (second from right) supervises the testing of

1904. Cody, the first man in Britain to fly, is the man on the horse,

of Crystal Palace. Later the Balloon Factory
made several more airships which took part
in military manceuvres. Colonel (later
Major-General Sir John) Capper died in
1955, aged 93.

Meanwhile, other enthusiasts were going
ahead with experiments in man-lifting kites
and “heavier-than-air” machines. The first
of these was Samuel Franklin Cody—a pic-
turesque cowboy from Texas who sported a
beard and always wore a Stetson hat. In 1904
he was attached to the Balloon Factory where
he built and demonstrated observation kites
for the Army. In one of Cody’s kites Lieuten-
ant (later Brigadier) P. W. L. Broke-Smith,
Royal Engineers, broke the world record by
rising to 3000 feet.

The first Army officer to design and build
a military aeroplane was Lieutenant J. W.
Dunne, of The Wiltshire iment. He
began to study the possibility of mechanical
flight in 1900 when he was invalided home
from the Boer War. He experimented with
models of soaring gliders and showed one to
Colonel John Winn, of the Royal Engineers’
Balloon Committee, who was so impressed
that he persuaded the War Office to allow
Dunne to be attached to the Balloon Factory.

Here Lieutenant Dunne worked side by
side with Cody, each perfeciing his own
experimental aircraft. Each named his
machine “British Army Aeroplane No. 1.”
Cody’s was a down-swept wing machine,
nicknamed “The Cathedral,” which was

-
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gas for Britain’s first balloons at the Royal Engineers’ Balloon Factory.
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Britain’s first military
airship, the Nulli
Secundus, in flight in
1907 on her record run
from Farnborough to
London, with a Sapper
Colonel as the co-pilot.

srenone wee It All Began With The Sappers

driven by the engine from the old Nulli
Secundus. Its main spars and outriggers were
of bamboo. Dunne’s machine was a V-shaped
bi-plane, powered by two 12-horse-power
Buchet engines.

Cody was the first man to fly an aeroplane
in Britain when, at Farnborough, on 16
October, 1908, he piloted his machine for
1390 feet at a height of about 30 feet, crash-
ing and wrecking the plane at the end of his
momentous achievement.

But the Army was not far behind. In the
summer of 1907 Dunne and a party of
soldiers from the Balloon School at Farn-
borough (dressed in civilian clothes for
secrecy) moved to Blair Atholl in the Scot-
tish Highlands to carry out trials with
Dunne’s machine. It was flown first as a
glider by Colonel Capper and then, in the
autumn of 1908—with Lieutenant L. D.
Gibbs, Royal Field Artillery, as pilot, and
after modifications—made its first mechanic-

ally-assisted flight—a “hop” of some 40
yards. Later, Dunne himself piloted the
machine for much longer distances.

In spite of these successes the War Office
was not impressed, and when it learned that
Cody and Dunne had together spent £2500
improving their machines, it ordered further
experiments to be stopped and told the two
men their services were no longer needed!
This was at the time when Germany was
spending £40,000 a year on military aviation.
Not for the first time military progress was
halted by lack of funds and lack of
imagination.

An historic moment. A Bristol boxkite bi-plane. being prepared for take-off during the Army’s autumn manceuvres on Salisbury Plain in 1910. This
aircraft, which was piloted by Captain Bertram Dickson, is said to have been the first military aeroplane to fly successfully as a reconnaissance machine.
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This machine, piloted by Samuel Cody, made the first flight — lasting 27 seconds — in Britain. It is seen here after it had crashed at Farnborough.

But Dunne’s work lived on. Machines of
his design were flown until 1913 by a private
syndicate, which included Colonel Capper,
and some of his ideas in tail-less types of air-
craft with swept-back wings are still in use
today. Cody continued.his experiments at
his own expense and achieved success when
he won first prize in the British military
aeroplane trials in 1912 and his machine was
purchased for the Royal Flying Corps.
Tragically, Cody was killed in a flying acci-

One of Britain’s nine-machine air force in 1911: the Bleriot meonoplane owned by
Lieutenant R. A. Cammell, RE. At one time the force was down to two aircraft !

dent in 1913. One of his greatest contribu-
tions to flying was his achievement in making
Britain air-minded.

The War Office soon repented of its
decision to halt work on aircraft and in 1910
ordered the Balloon School to include
research into and training on aircraft in its
syllabus.

Then, on 1 April, 1911, the Balloon School
was re-formed as the Air Battalion, Royal
Engineers—No. 1 (Airship) Company at

Farnborough to develop airships, man-lifting
kites and balloons; No. 2 (Aeroplane) Com-
pany at Larkhill, to concentrate on heavier-
than-air machines.

There was no doubt which was the more
popular. For every volunteer to the Airship
Company 40 applied to join the Aeroplane
Company.

When the Air Battalion was formed it had
no serviceable aircraft (all but two had been

OVER...

Officers of the Independent Air Force in France in 1918. The pilots
were a mixture of Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force officers.

THE FIRST
AIR-RECCE

THE first military reconnaissance made
L by an aircraft in the field is believed to
have taken place in Hyderabad in January,
1911, when General Sir Douglas Haig ordered
the crew of a boxkite aeroplane to find the
“enemy”’ troops during Army manceuvres in
India.

The aircraft—the pilot sitting on the
leading edge of the lower plane and his feet
on a rudder bar through which he looked
between his knees into space, and the

observer behind with his legs round the pilot
for support—took off at dawn.

The observer spotted the “enemy” 20
minutes later and the aircraft flew round the
position for ten minutes while he sketched
the company and section positions on an
artist’s drawing block! Forty-five minutes
after the aircraft had taken off the
reconnaissance report was in the hands of
General Haig, who was said to have been
“meost impressed.”
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destroyed in crashes) but by August, 1911,
it boasted six Bristol Boxkite bi-planes, a
battered Henri Farman pusher bi-plane, a
reconstructed Howard Wright bi-plane and
a Bleriot XXL monoplane, the private
property of one of the Sapper pilots!

Because of accidents the number of ser-
viceable aircraft during the short but exciting
life of the Air Battalion never exceeded nine
and was generally only four or five. Few
machines had any instruments apart from an
engine revolution counter and height was
judged with aneroid barometers, tied to the
aircraft with string!

But in spite of these difficulties the Air
Battalion contributed much to the art of
flying and provided many trained pilots,
observers and ground crew for the war. that
was to come. Many were later to achieve
high rank in the Royal Air Force which was
formed from the Royal Flying Corps in 1918.

The Army retained its close links with
military aviation when the Royal Flying
Corps—a separate air arm embracing sol-
diers, sailors and civilian recruits—was
formed on 13 May, 1912, absorbing the Air
Battalion, RE. Most of the officers and men
of the Battalion transferred to the Corps and
formed the Military Wing of 112 officers and
893 other ranks drawn mainly from the Royal
Engineers and the Brigade of Guards.

In high places, too, the Army was con-
cerned with aerial warfare. Lord Haldane,

SOLDIER HEROES
OF THE AIR

*

Lieut. A. McLeod (18), was

Maj. W. G. Barker, another

the Secretary for War, was chairman of the
Air Committee and one of its members was
the Director of Military Training at the War
Office, Brigadier-General David Henderson,
who fought with Kitchener at Khartoum and
learned to fly at the age of 49. The Sappers
also built the Royal Flying Corps barracks
and constructed airfields, aeroplane sheds
and workshops at Larkhill, Montrose,
Farnborough, Dover, Orfordness and Ports-
mouth.

The Central Flying School of the Royal
Flying Corps at Upavon was staffed largely
by Army officers and many of the students
were soldiers, among them Major Hugh
Trenchard (later Lord Trenchard, the first
Marshal of the Royal Air Force) of the Royal
Scottish Rifles. Lord Trenchard probably
did more than any other man to shape the
modern RAF; vet he almost missed being an
airman. When he applied to join the Royal
Flying Corps—aged 49—he was told that he
had only ten days in which to learn to fly. He
did it in seven!

The lessons taught—and learned—by the
Army stood the country in good stead when
Britain went to war in 1914 and soldier pilots
became the world’s first air aces. Today’s
Royal Air Force owes much to the Military
Wing of the Royal Flying Corps for its
development of aerial strategy and tactics,
radio, bomb-dropping and gunnery and
co-operation with ground forces.

The fabulous “Billy” Bishop,

the youngest pilot in the RFC Canadian who won the VCas a —later an air marshal—had
to win the VC. He joined the pilotin the Royal Flying Corps. 72 kills to his credit. He won
Canadian Army attheageof14. He shot down 53 aircraft. the VC, DSO (twice), MC, DFC.

F the 19 Victoria Crosses awarded

for gallantry in the air in World War

One eight were won by British Army

officer pilots and two by Canadian Army
officers.

The Army also provided the first air ace—
Major George Hawker, a young Sapper
officer who passed through the Central
Flying School in 1914,

On 18 April, 1915, he took off in a BE 2¢
to bomb the Zeppelin hangar at Controde, in
Belgium, carrying three French bombs and
a haversack full of hand-grenades balanced
on his lap. When Hawker arrived over the
target the observer of a manned kite balloon
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opened fire, causing him to miss with his first
two bombs. Hawker then turned to the bal-
loon’s blind side and lobbed two grenades on
it, bringing it down in flames. He threw the
remaining bomb at the hangar below and
scored a direct hit. For this single-handed
exploit he won the DSO.

Three months later, on 25 July, he shot
down three German aircraft in a single
action and was awarded the VC.

The man who shot down more enemy air-
craft than any other pilot was also an Army
officer—Major Edward Mannock—son of a
Regular soldier in the Scots Greys, and who
had served in the Royal Army Medical Corps
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THE Army’s  observation
balloon detachments first
went into action in the Bechuana-
land expedition of 1885 and in
the eastern Sudan where camels
were used to carry the equip-
ment.

But they did not make
any valuable contribution to
warfare until 1899 when three
detachments of the Royal Engin-
eers Balloon Section (later in-
creased to six) went to South
Africa and did good work in
reconnaissance and gun-spotting.
Information obtained by obser-
vers in balloons played a vital
part in the British advance on
Paardeberg and the capture of
Cronje, the Boer leader. One
section was beleaguered in Lady-
smith and for 30 days supplied
valuable information on enemy
troop movements,
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and the Royal Engineers. Although he had
only one good eye he had 73 kills to his
credit. He died in aerial combat in July, 1918,
and won the VC posthumously.

Another famous soldier air ace was Lieut-
enant James McCudden VC, DSO and three
bars, MC and two bars, MM, who was born

‘in an Army barracks and joined the Royal

Flying Corps as an NCO pilot from the
General List.

Yet another was Albert Ball, a young
subaltern in The Notts and Derby Regiment,
who specialised in flying Allied agents into
enemy territory and later, after transferring
to a fighter squadron, brought down 43
enemy aircraft. He, too, was killed in
combat.

Captain W. Leafe-Robinson, who won the
VC for shooting down a German Zeppelin
over Hertfordshire in September, 1916, was
also a soldier, joining the Royal Flying Corps
from The Worcestershire Regiment.

Three other British Army airmen who
won the Victoria Cross were Captain L. W.
Rees, Royal Artillery; Captain J. A. Liddell,
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders; and
Lieutenant A. Jerrard, South Staffordshire
Regiment.

The two outstanding Canadian airmen of
World War One were also Army officers—
Captain W. A. (“Billy”) Bishop, of the
Canadian Cavalry, and Major W. G. Barker,
Canadian Mounted Rifles—both of whom
won the Victoria Cross.

Bishop, who became an Air Marshal and
Director of Recruiting in the Royal Canadian
Air Force in World War Two, destroyed 72
enemy aircraft. Barker, who was killed during
an action in which he shot down six German
aircraft, had 53 kills to his credit.

Between them, Ball, Bishop, Mannock,
McCudden, Barker and Captain Andrew
McKeever, another Canadian Army officer,
destroyed 329 enemy aircraft, and won five
VCs, 14 DSOs, ten MCs and one MM.



RAF (and RN
Ribbons
On Khaki

Fusiliers is the latest to join that

select company of soldiers who wear
the gallantry awards of one of the other two
fighting Services.

He is Captain John Chandler—now an
instructor at Sandhurst—who has been
awarded the Air Force Cross for courage,
skill and devotion to duty as a pilot with
656 Light Aircraft Squadron, Army Air
Corps, in Malaya. The citation says that in
nearly three years’ service he obtained much
valuable information about terrorist activi-
ties. “He often flew . . . 50 hours a month
over remote and mountainous jungles in very
adverse weather conditions.”

Captain Chandler is the fourth Army
officer to win the Air Force Cross since 1943.
Three soldiers have also won the Air Force
Meda] since then.

During and since World War Two,
soldiers have won both Royal Air Force and
Royal Navy awards for bravery or devotion
to duty in action and airmen and sailors have
similarly been awarded each other’s and the
Army’s gallantry medals.

The practice of a Service awarding decora-
tions to members of another began in World
War One when Royal Navy and Royal
Marine officers became eligible to win the
Military Cross ashore. A Naval doctor won
the MC and bar.

It was not until World War Two—in
1943—however, that soldiers, sailors and
airmen were able to win one another’s
medals for bravery. The first Distinguished
Flying Crosses awarded to Army officers
went to air observation pilots and, later in
the war, to glider pilots.

Among the air observation pilots who
won the DFC was Captain A. Young, Royal
Artillery, who, in a raid on Ravenna, Italy,
deliberately drew fire on to himself to show
the bombers where the enemy guns were.

Others were Captain E. M. Bruce, Royal
Artillery, who continued to spot enemy guns
at the Elbe crossing in Germany while being
attacked by a fighter; and Captain I. M.
Dallas, Royal Artillery, who flew his
Auster through an anti-aircraft barrage to
direct the fire of one of our own guns
enfilading a bridge in Italy.

Many glider pilots won the Distinguished
Flying Medal and four members of the Royal
Army Service Corps wartime air despatch
crews were similarly honoured.

Soldiers who won Royal Navy gallantry
awards in World War Two included
Gunners of the Maritime Anti-Aircraft
regiments, Royal Artillery. For bravery in
beating off enemy air attacks on a Malta
convoy Lieutenant C. E. Wilkinson, RA,

Q.N officer of The Royal Inniskilling

For gallantry in the
air or at sea soldiers can
win the medals of the
other two Services. The
latest to do so is an
Army Air Corps pilot
for skill and courage

in Malaya

won the Royal Navy’s Distinguished Service
Cross and a sergeant and three bombardiers
the Distinguished Service Medal.

Since World War Two more than 30
soldiers—most of them Auster or helicopter
pilots in Malaya—have won the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross and nearly 20—
many belonging to the RASC air despatch
crews—the Distinguished Flying Medal.

Citations often pay only a general tribute
but occasionally they reveal acts of great
courage. Captain V. K. Metcalfe, Royal
Signals, won his DFC in Malaya for dis-
covering the hide-out of nine terrorists who
were killed by troops he directed to the posi-
tion by air. Captain F. C. Russell DFC,
Royal Artillery, was one of the first of the
Army’s light-aircraft pilots to discover a
technique for discovering terrorist camps
deep in the jungle. Another to win the DFC
was Captain R. O. I. Woodbridge, Army Air
Corps, who in more than 2000 hours’ opera-
tional flying obtained information which
contributed directly to the elimination of 49
terrorists.

Among the non-commissioned officer
Army pilots who have won the DFM for
services in Malaya are Staff-Sergeant J. L
Ford, Glider Pilot Regiment, and WO K. A.
Mead, of 651 Squadron, Army Air Corps,
who first flew with the Glider Pilot Regiment
in 1943 and was captured at Arnhem.

Bravery on operations in Malaya also won
the DFM for three corporals of 55 (Air
Despatch) Company, Royal Army Service
Corps. One, Corporal Derek Wade, flew on
107 operational supply drop sorties.

Airmen, provided they are serving on land,
may win any of the Army’s gallantry decora-
tions and since World War Two two Royal
Air Force officers have been awarded the
Military Cross for bravery while serving with
the Aden Protectorate Levies.

Squadron-Leader R. J. Jennings, RAF, a
liaison officer with an Indian Infantry
brigade in Burma, won a war-time MC when
he accompanied troops in an attack on the
Japanese personally killing four men and
being wounded three times.

Another Military Cross went to a Royal
Air Force pilot who crashed in France in
1944, linked up with the Maquis and helped
to round up German troops. Another air-
man, Corporal S. R. Jackson, won the Mili-
tary Medal for staying at his radio set after
being badly wounded, and directing aircraft
on to enemy targets in Burma.

SOLDIER can find no trace of any sailor
who, during or since World War Two, has
won an Army award for bravery. But in both
Korea and Malaya Naval officers of the Fleet
Air Arm won the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Cnpluiu John Chandler, one of only four
soldiers 1o win the Air Force Cross. He
was decorated for bravery in Malaya while
on operations against Communist terrorists.

Captain J. M. G. Stenson, RA. won the Dis-

tinguished Flying Cross last year for gall-
antry while serving as a pilot with 656
Light Aireraft Squadron, AAC, in Malaya.

Warrant Officer K. A, Mead shows a ptoud
wife the Distinguished Flving Medal which
he received from the Queen at Buckingham
Palace for outstandingly fine work as a re-
connaissance pilot with the Army Air Corps.
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“No, we're
not calling
- in a man

to paperhang
the inside!”

“The boffins have come up with something that’s
going to make nonsense of the recruiting drive.”’
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“I'm recommending you for promotion because a2 ﬁ @
you're smart, keen, intelligent—and my son.’’ 6%3’
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“l want you to look on me as
your friend—jyour only friend!"’
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In the shadow of Edinburgh
Castle the new Regiment
carries out its first public
duty as the new guard (left)
takes over from the last
guard of the Camerons.

At this moment a Regi-
ment was born. Lieut-
Colonel N. Baird lifts his
quaich to toast “The
Queen’s Own Highlanders™
and senior ranks of the
two dead regiments echo
his words over a dram.

A TOAST IN DOUBLE WHISKIES—SCOTCH, OF
COURSE—HERALDED THE BIRTH OF A NEW

REGIMENT, FORMED FROM THE AMALGAMA-
| TION OF TWO FAMOUS HIGHLAND UNITS

MOMENT of history was at hand
as the officers, warrant officers and
sergeants of two famous Scottish
regiments stood in silence in the Officers’
Mess at Redford Barracks, Edinburgh—
each man holding a glass containing a
double Scotch whisky.
On the stroke of 9 am. four Second-
Lieutenants marched in, bearing the Queen’s

The New Regiment—
God Bless '’Em”

and Regimental Colours of the two regi-
ments, uncased them, placed them side by
side, stepped back and saluted. _
Lieutenant-Colonel Niall Baird raised his
quaich (a two-handled drinking cup) and
said: “Gentlemen, I give you the toast. The
Queen’s Own Highlanders. God bless ’em.”
In silence the gathering drained their glasses.
In these few minutes two of Scotland’s

Off with the old, on with the new as, at a rebadging parade, men of the
new Regiment affix the Highland Brigade badge to their tam-o’-shanters,
They wear the Mackenzie kilt and the Menzies hose of the Seaforths.

finest regiments—The Seaforth Highlanders
and The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders
—died, and a new regiment—The Queen’s
Own Highlanders (Seaforth and Camerons)
—was born.

An hour later, at Edinburgh’s historic
Castle, the new Regiment performed its first
public duty.

As the clock struck 10 the last guard of
The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders
marched across the drawbridge. A new
guard marched up the Esplanade slopes,
formed up, presented arms and, as the Edin-
burgh Castle Guard of The Queen’s Own
Highlanders, took over. A bugler sounded
the farewell and, to the skirl of the pipes, the
old guard marched into history. -

Though the two old regiments have fade
away many of their traditions will live on.
The uniform of the new Regiment incor-
porates the Mackenzie kilt and the Menzies
hose of The Seaforths and The Cameron
trews of The Cameron Highlanders, and the
Regimental Pipes and Drums will wear the
Cameron kilt (in full dress) and the
Mackenzie trews.

The Queen’s Own Highlanders will wear
the Highland Brigade cap badge which
includes The Seaforth’s stag’s head; a collar
dog bearing The Seaforths’ Assaye elephant;
and Regimental buttons embossed with the
stag’s head and The Camerons’ thistle. In
their glengarries (worn with No. 1 Dress)
and tam-o’-shanters (with battledress) the
men of the new Regiment will wear the blue
hackle inherited from The Camerons and the
new Regimental march will be the old Sea-
forths’ and Camerons’ air “Pibroch o’ Donal
Dhu.”

The former Regimental cap badges will
continue to be worn by the Territorial Army
battalions of both The Seaforths and The
Camerons. —

Appropriately, the first Colonel-in-Chief of
the new Regiment is the Duke of Edinburgh
and the Colonel of the Regiment General
Sir James Cassels, Commander-in-Chief of
Rhine Army and Northern Army Group, and
a former Seaforth Highlander. The 1st Bat-

1937. Second-in-Command is Major David
Lochhead MC, lately of The Seaforth
Highlanders.

Few regiments have amalgamated more
happily than The Seaforth Highlanders and
The Cameron Highlanders, which, in their
350 years of illustrious combined service,
often fought side by side. In the officers’
mess hangs a painting depicting the Battle
of Atbara in 1898, when the Seaforths and
Camerons led the assault and slew 3000
Sudanese warriors. Two Seaforth High-
landers and one Cameron Highlanders bat-
talions fought in 152 Brigade of 51st (High-
land) Division from Alamein to Germany in
World War Two.

“It is a happy marriage,” Lieutenant-
Colonel Baird told SOLDIER. “Many of us
are old friends and there have always been
strong links between the two regiments.”

As SOLDIER went to press the new Regi-
ment was preparing to sail to Singapore to
take up internal security duties.
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The first man in the Regiment to receive the new badge, hackle and history
booklet was Sergeant Chalmers, here seen presented with it by General
Sir James Cassels, a former Seaforth, and now Colonel of the Regiment.
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The Seaforth Highlanders
claimed to have had the first
Sergeants’ Mess in the British
Army.

According to a Regimental
history the 72nd Regiment
(raised as the 78th by the Earl
of Seaforth in 1778 for service in
the American War of Independ-
ence and renumbered the 72nd in
1786) “had mot enough officer
vacancies to provide for all the
relations of Lord Seaforth.

“These whom he could mot
make officers he made sergeants
and those who were sergeants
organised a Sergeants’ Mess so
as not to be outdone by members
of the family who were in the
Officers’ Mess I”
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At Munster, in Germany, the Seaforth Highlanders march proudly past their Colonel on their
last ceremonial parade. The Seaforths and The Camerons had often fought side by side in war.
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talion’s first commanding officer, Lieutenant-
Colonel Niall Baird, joined the Camerons in

Four Second-Lieutenants—two from the Seaforths, two from
the Camerons—regroup the Queen’s and Regimental Colours.
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HOURS OF GLORY

An heroic subaltern tipped the scales at Badajoz, 149 years ago.

Alone and badly wounded, he tore down the enemy flag and hoisted his
tunic to give Wellington’s men new courage and a famous victory

Under a storm of shot and shell and a shower of missiles the men of General Sir Thomas Picton’s Third Division assault
the almost impregnable ramparts at Badajoz. The first man over the top was a Corporal Kelly, of the 45th Foot.

THE EPIC OF A
SGARLET TUNIG

ROM a nearby hilltop the Duke of
Wellington watched the carnage with
a sinking heart as his army strove in
vain to break into the fortress of Badajoz, in
Spain, on the night of 6 April, 1812.
Suddenly, illuminated by the glare of
battle, a tattered scarlet tunic fluttered from
the flagpole on one of the towers. A mighty
cheer broke out from the deep ditch below
the walls, and the men of Sir Thomas Pic-
ton’s famous Third Division rose and
attacked with renewed zest, swarming up
the ladders they placed against the walls.
The story of Badajoz—one of the most
desperate battles in the history of the British
Army—is also the epic story of the courage
of one man—a young subaltern of the 45th
Foot (now the 1st Battalion, The Sherwood
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Foresters) who, badly wounded, fought his
way to the tower, tore down the French
Colours and run up his own tunic.

Twice before Wellington had stormed
Badajoz, to be repulsed each time. Yet
Badajoz, the key to offensive operations by
the Allies in the Peninsula, had to be taken.

Eight weeks after the capture of Cuidad
Rodrigo in January, 1812, the British
marched south to the frontier fortress of
Badajoz, where General Phillipon, the
French commander, and 5000 troops
awaited them. The fortress stood at the
junction of the broad River Guardiana and
a stream called the Rivillas. The castle itself
was perched on a high rock and walls and
bastions up to 30 feet high protected the
town. It was almost impregnable.

Wellington was in a hurry, for Soult was
already on the move against him. For 12
days some 40 guns pounded at the solid
walls, and on the evening of 6 April 19,000
men formed up to storm the citadel.

The 4th and Light Divisions were to
attack the three breaches in the wall between
the La Trinidad and Santa Maria bastions
on the south and simultaneously Picton’s
3rd Division was to attempt an escalade
(scaling by ladder) of the castle walls at the
north-east corner.

In pitch darkness, soon after 9 p.m,
Picton led his men across the Rivillas.
“Some think the attack on the castle will
not succeed,” he told them, “but I will
forfeit my life if it fails.”

Silently the Division—The Sherwood
Foresters (nicknamed the “Old Stubborns”
after their valour at Talavera) in the lead—
crossed the stream but Picton’s hopes of
surprising the French in the darkness were
dashed. Suddenly, fire-balls soared up
from the ramparts and brilliantly illumin-
ated the silent marchers. Immediately every
gun was brought to bear on them.

The tribulations of the “Fighting Third”
had just begun as, in face of a storm of fire,
they plodded doggedly on encouraged by

the catch-phrase of the Foresters’ brigade
commander, General James Kempt: “Keep
at it, lads; there’s One above sees all.” When
Kempt was wounded, Picton himself roared
encouragement. He, too, went down with a
painful wound, but gallantly re-entered the
tray 20 minutes later.

Despite heavy casualties the British
troops crossed the stream and, under heavy
fire, dashed up the slope and leapt into the
deep ditch below the fortress wall.

As the ladders went up the defenders on
the ramparts, each with six loaded muskets
at his side and a man behind to reload, let
fly with an astonishing variety of missiles.
Down came heavy rocks, broken wagons,
massive logs, showers of grenades and coils
of blazing rope impregnated with tar, pitch
and oil. From the flanks grape and case shot
swept the attackers off the walls, and from
above a storm of musketry poured down.

As quickly as the ladders went up the
French flung them away with their long
pikes. “With incredible courage,” wrote
Napier, the historian, “the men ascended
amid the storm of shot and showers of mis-
siles; and all was attended with deafening
shouts and the crash of breaking ladders, and
the shrieks of the crushed soldiers.”

Lieutenant John Macpherson, of the 45th
Foot, was among the first to mount a ladder.
He got to within a few feet of the top of the
wall, found the ladder was three feet short,
and called for his comrades to raise it. It went
up so suddenly that Macpherson shot to the
top of the rampart and found himself
staring into a French face! From point-blank
range the Frenchman fired his musket into
Macpherson’s chest, the ball striking a silver
waistcoat button and smashing two ribs.

Macpherson fell 25 feet into the ditch and
lay unconscious among dead and dying.
Some minutes later he came to and, as if
possessed, swarmed up the ladder again and
gained the wall. He overpowered the tower
guard, climbed to the flag pole, lowered the
French Colour and, for want of a British flag,
took off his tunic and hoisted it.

Next day Macpherson offered the French
flag to General Picton. The General refused
to take it, telling him to take it to the Duke of
Wellington and “show him what the Third
Division can do.”

First soldier over the wall is said to have
been a Corporal Kelly of the 45th Foot.
“Hurrah! There’s one over; follow him!”
bellowed Picton. A bugler leapt on to the
ramparts and there, silhouetted against the
glare, he was shot dead as he sounded the
advance.

With Macpherson’s tunic fluttering from
the tower, the Third Division fought
savagely to gain a foothold in the castle.
Slowly the French were forced back, and by
midnight the castle was in British hands.
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The 4th and Light Divisions had had
a terrible time at the breaches, the Light
having missed the Santa Maria breach and
become hopelessly intermixed with the
Fourth around La Trinidad. Time and again
the parties reached the top of the breach only
to fall back before withering fire. Crowded
together, bewildered by the glare, the British
troops exhausted themselves in a series of
futile rushes and, in the confusion, neglected
the centre—and easiest—breach.

The recall was sounded and, as the last of
the survivors came in, an aide galloped up.

“Who's that?,” called Wellington, sharply.

“Lieutenant Tyler of the 45th,” came the
reply. “General Picton has taken the castle!”

At first light the 4th and Light Divisions,
aided by the Fifth, which had broken into the
town earlier, burst through the breaches.
Badajoz was won—but at the terrible cost
to the British of 4000 casualties, including
six generals wounded and four battalion
commanders killed.

To Picton that morning Wellington
remarked: “The Third Division has saved
my honour.” It is recorded that when the
Duke heard the number of fallen, he burst
into tears.

“Never in the history of the Army had
British soldiers shown such utter contempt
of death and such resolution to conquer,
no matter at what cost,” wrote the Army
historian, Sir John Fortescue.

K. E. HENLY
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COVER PICTURE

SOLDIER’s front cover, by Staff
Cameraman FRANK TOMPSETT,
is a reproduction of a painting by
Sydney Kendrick depicting a scene
at the storming of one of the
breaches by men of the Fourth and
Light Divisions.

Time and again the attacks on
the breaches were thrown back but
finally the British troops burst
through. In this action more than
4000 British soldiers, including six
generals and four battalion com-
manders, were killed or wounded.
Badajoz was one of the most bitter
battles in the history of the British
Army.

A soldier scales the gates of the Bishop’s Palace at Badajoz as his comrades give him
covering fire. The troops in the left foreground are believed to be of the 60th Foot.
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—Courtesy Parker Gallery.
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. HERE was no medal for Lieutenant Macpherson, the hero hand that will never forsake you. Henceforth your promotion 2
of Badajoz. shall be my lookout.”
* Though he served for five-and-a-half-years in the Peninsular Years later Macpherson, still a subaltern and despondent *
War, took part in ten major battles and was twice wounded; about his future in the Army, saw Picton coming in his direction
¥ though he served gallantly for 34 years and finished his career in Pall Mall. He prepared to pass unnoticed, but Picton grabbed ¥
as a lieutenant-colonel in the Ceylon Rifles—Macpherson came  his arm and said: “Damn it, sir, are you going to cut me?”
* out of the Army without a decoration. “I thought you might have forgotten me, sir,” said Macpherson. 4
On the morning after the storming of Badajoz, Sir Thomas “I have not forgotten you,” Picton replied, and took him
Picton congratulated him on his bravery and said: “This is a home to tea. Within a week Macpherson was gazetted a captain, %
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HE Sappers clambered up the last steep
rock and stood on top of the Greek
mythological world.

They were perched on the tip of Mount
Toubkal, the highest peak in the High Atlas
Mountains, where Atlas, the Titan, was
doomed to carrg' the weight of the heavens on

his shoulders for daring to defy Zeus, the
father of the gods.

But the Sappers—from the Fortress
Engineer Regiment, Royal Engineers, in
Gibraltar, on a climbing expedition in
Morocco—had more prosaic things to think
about. Their climb up the 13,655-foot
mountain—one of the highest in Africa—
had taken them longer than they had bar-
gained for and they could stay only for a few
minutes before hurrying down to base camp.

The Sappers—a team of seven led by
Lieutenant P. F. Fagan—motored the 400
miles from Tangier to Marrakesh in a hired
bus, taking their own food and equipment,
and set up base camp on a spur at 5500 feet.

Royal Scots Take .To The

The next day they established an advance
camp 2000 feet higher up Mount Toubkal
and on the third day Lieutenant Fagan led
one party on the final assault, first over easy
ground and then across steep, loose and ice-
covered rock and finally up almost precipi-
tous rock to the summit. The view was worth
every minute of their arduous and exhausting
climb. To the north, 45 miles away, could be
seen Marrakesh and to the south the plain
leading to the Anti-Atlas range and the
Sahara.

The other members of the party climbed
to the top of Mount Toubkal two days later
and the rest of the expedition in this area was
spent climbing smaller peaks and visiting a
nearby Berber village where the Sappers
drank mint tea with the friendly inhabitants.
They then moved on into the heart of the
Atlas range some 40 miles away, climbed
more small peaks and before returning to
Gibraltar took time off to visit the ancient
city of Marrakesh.

The Royal Scots practise an assault landing on the rocks in St. George’s Bay, Malta. At the end

of their 14-days’ course they could even capsize their craft and come up none the worse for wear.
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FOOD NEWS

OR a fortnight recently Captain O.

Dansie, of 22 Special Air Service Regi-
ment, lived on nothing but three plates of
soup, an occasional glass of beer and a new
powdered food which, the makers claim,
can replace all other foods.

And at the end he said he had never felt
fitter.

The powder—called complan—is the
invention of scientists who, after three years’
experiments at laboratories in Greenford,
Middlesex, say they have produced an all-
sustaining food, composed of 20 ingredients,
a few spoonsful of which, they claim, are
equal to a meal of bacon, egg and toast and
a cup of tea.

The powder is now being used in military
hospitals to feed patients who cannot eat
solid foods, and tube-fed patients, many of
them unconscious for weeks, have survived
without any loss of weight.

All three fighting Services are showing
interest in the new food as a possible
replacement for the present emergency
ration.

Captain 0. Dansie,
who lived — and
thrived—for a fort-
night en the
powdered food.

Boats

S a near-gale-force wind whipped the
waves into creamy foam four two-man
canoes struggled inch by inch acress St.
George’s Bay, near Valletta, in Malta, GC.
Straining at the paddles were eight mien of
The Royal Scots who had come from Ben-
ghazi, in North Africa, to learn the art of
canoeing from No. 6 Special Boat Section,
3 Commando Brigade, Royal Marines.
Before The Royal Scots arrived in Malta
not one had even been in a canoe before.
But by the end of the two-week course they
had become efficient canoeists, able to
manceuvre their craft in confined spaces, to
paddle singly and in pairs, to make an assault
landing on beaches and rocky foreshores
and even to capsize a canoe and roll over
again upright without losing their seats.
Finally, in rough weather, they paddled
completely round the island. Most of the
training was done in St. George’s Bay, Royal
Marine Commandos shouting instructions
from the shore through megaphones.
Now back in Benghazi the eight Royal
Scots are hoping to form a battalion canoe-
ing club and become instructors themselves.



Two blind African students put the finishing

touches to a wooden attaché case, one of the
many items made at the Blind Trades Centre.

Other students prepare skins for tanning. This
work has never before been taught to the blind.
Some ex-students now have their own tannery.

THE TROOPS BRING
HOPE TO THE BLIND

HANKS largely to British Servicemen
in Kenya blind Africans are being given
new hope and a new way of life.

The Africans are students at the Blind
Trades Training Centre at Machakos, near
Nairobi, which was built and is maintained
partly by money donated by British troops
during the Forces’ Broadcasting Station’s
Christmas appeal for the blind. They are
being taught carpentry and tanning and
some are now earning their living at these
trades.

The scheme began at Christmas, 1957,
when £100 of the money pledged by
troops to hear their favourite records
played, was given to the Kenya Society for
the Blind. Since then half the amount
raised has been given to the Society (the
other half goes to organisations for the blind
in Britain) and the total now handed over
exceeds £5000.

ATEST recruit to the 1st
Battalion, The Rhodesia
Light Infantry, in Bulawayo,
is “Cheetah,” the cheetah,
here seen with his temporary
handler, Captain J. L.
Thompson, the Adjutant.
Like all other recruits, two-
year-old “Cheetah,” from
South-West Africa, has to do
basic training—in his case
learning how to get along
with humans and getting used
to the sounds of martial
music. If he makes the grade
he will be signed on as the
Regimental mascot.
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The Kenya Government has contributed
the same amount on a pound-for-pound
basis with the Forces’ Broadcasting Station’s
donations.

The Trades Training Centre was set up
in 1958 and has trained scores of blind
Africans, most of whom come direct from
their tribes on the recommendation of mis-
sionaries. One student walked all the way
from the Ethiopian border—400 miles away
—t0 join.

Tanning has never before been taught to
the blind but after a slow start the students
learn quickly and soon become adept at
producing tanned hides and skins. Some of
the techniques have been passed on to
schools for the blind in the Philippines,
Aden, India and South Africa. The work
of some pupils learning carpentry is so good
that the Centre is now making bookshelves
for the Macmillan Library, Nairobi.

And Now

Workshop

HE Royal Electrical and Mechanical

Engineers have invented a new midget
workshop which can be carried in one air-
craft and yet undertake field repairs to all
the vehicles and equipment of a parachute
brigade during an airborne operation.

Until now a parachute brigade workshop
has consisted of five Land-Rovers and
trailers needing two-and-a-half aircraft to
carry them.

The new workshop was demonstrated for
the first time recently at 16 Parachute
Brigade Workshops, REME, at Aldershot,
when it was shown that both the half-ton
generator trailer and the half-ton welding
trailer can be dispensed with by using a

Armament Sergeant-Major W. Packer, o

operates the electric welding transformer, which
is carried in the back of a Land-Rover.

Land-Rover engine to drive a generator
from the centre power take-off and by carry-
ing an electric welding transformer in the
back of the vehicle.

The generator supplies power for the
43-inch lathe machinery  trailer towed
behind and a small rectifier beneath the co-
driver’s seat facilitates the charging of radio
and vehicle batteries. Heavy duty springs
and shock absorbers fitted to the Land-
Rover enable it to carry its normal load in
addition to the equipment.

Fitting the telecommunications test equip-
ment to the second Land-Rover overcomes
the need for the half-ton telecommunications
repair trailer and drop-side benches and
pent-houses built on to the sides of the
vehicle enable repairs to be done under
cover. The second Land-Rover tows a half-
ton store binned trailer with spare parts for
vehicles, guns, radio and small arms.

Major J. M. Rogerson, the Commanding
Officer of 16 Parachute Brigade Workshops,
REME, emphasised that in addition to sav-
ing vehicles the new midget workshop would
also need fewer drivers and result in a con-
siderable saving of weight without sacrific-
ing efficiency.

Also demonstrated at Aldershot were a
parachutable winch weighing only 39 lbs
which hauled a Land-Rover, weighing
nearly a ton, up a 45-degree slope, and a
manpack welding equipment which can be
dropped with a man in his weapons
container.
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THE

OUTSTANDING

CIGARETTE

OF THE DAY

VIRGINIA TOBACCO AT

WELL MADE - WELL PACKED

1TSS BEST

SENIOR

The Perfection of Cigarette Luxury

A Constable’s pay
now rises
to over

£1000

with allowances

Now —top pay for one of Britain’s
most important jobs. Asa Constable in London’s police you can
earna four-figure salary, and promotion is open right to the top.
Get your application in right away while there are still vacan-
cies. Remember, too, there’s a generous pension for you while
you’re still young enough to enjoy it. If you’re 5 ft. 8 ins. and
physically fit, between 19 and 30, and want a life of adventure,
fill in this coupon at once.

To Dept. 3630, New Scotland Yard, SW1
Please send me details about the Metropolitan Police

Name ...
Address ...

...Age.

PAGE 28

The Governor and Company
of Adventurers of England
Trading into Hudson's Bay

INCORPORATED a4 MAY 1670

It's the best you can get
—and you can get a bottle
in the N.ALALF.L




HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ?

’I‘HERE are six prizes to be won in this general knowledge quiz.
All you have to do is answer the questions set out below and send your entry to
reach SOLDIER’s London offices by Monday, 22 May.

The winner will be the sender of the first correct solution to be opened by the Editor.
He (or she) may choose any two of the following recently-published books : .

“The Giant Killers” (the story of the Merchant Service Fighter Unit), by Kenneth Pool-
man; “Galapagos” (the tale of these Pacific Islands) by I. Eibl-Eibesfeldt; “Fate is the
Hunter,” by Ernest K. Gann; “Australia Felix,” a novel by Henry Handel Richardson; “My
Father, Charlie Chaplin,” by Charles Chaplin, Jnr.; and “Great Moments in Battle,” by
Ronald W. Clark.

The senders of the second and third correct solutions may choose whole plate monochrome
copies of any three photographs and/or cartoons which have appeared in SOLDIER since
January, 1957.

The senders of the fourth, fifth and sixth correct solutions will be sent SOLDIER free
for 12 months.

landic Army; (b) a ship in the Panama
Canal, travelling from Atlantic to Pacific,
sails from west to east; (c) a penguin
cannot fly; (d) the African kangarco can
leap 20 feet at one bound.

1 Laughter is to tears as (a) star; (b)
comedy; or (c) acting; is to (d) tragedy;
(e) drama; or (f) film.

2 If a brick weighs 3% Ibs. and half a brick,
how much do a brick and a half weigh?

7 Name (a) a battle; (b) a capital city;
(c) an Army rank; (d) another battle;
(e) another capital city, all beginning
with the letter B.

8 Pair these: (a) pig; (b) onions; (c) cat;
(d) treacle; (e) hare; (f) whistle; (g)
mouse; (h) brimstone; (i) hounds; (j)
tripe.

9 Sort out these famous military gentle-
men: (a) NICK THREE; (b) WHERE
NOISE; (c) NOW TELLING; (d) CHUCK
A LINE; (e) A RUT MARCH.

3 This Cyprus street called *Murder Mile’
was regularly in the headlines in the
emergency. What is its proper name?

4 Who is the intruder here: (a) Walter
Widdop; (b) Beniamino Gigli; (c) John 10 In which force
McCormack; (d) Paul Robeson; (e) does this officer
Webster Booth? serve!

5 Fish is to sea as (a) bird; (b) tide; or

(c) thunder; is to (d) gust; (e) hurricane;
or (f) air.

e

6 True, false, or what!? (a) A corporal
ranks higher than sergeant in the Ice-

S EEEENEESEESEEENERS

> COMPETITION 35

RULES

1. Entries must be sent in a sealed envelope to:
The Editor (Competition 35), SOLDIER,
433, Holloway Road, London, N.7.

2. Each entry must be accompanied by the “Competition
35" panel printed at the top of this page.

3, Competitors may submit only one entry.

4. Any reader, Serviceman or woman and civilian, may
compete.

5. The Editor’s decision is final.

The solution and names of the winners will appear in
SOLDIER, July, 1961.

11 Is this helicopter {a) a British Whirlwind;
(b) a British Wessex; (c) an American
H.34; (d) a British Skeeter?

12 Would Tetrazzini be (a) a Syrian seaport;
(b) a sub-floor between ground and first
floor levels; (c) an Italian operatic
soprano; (d) a venomous spider; (e) a
mosaic tiled floor?

13 Which is the intruder here: (a) walrus;
(b) dolphin; (c) whale; (d) polar bear;
(e) porpoise; (f) seal?

14 The words abstemious and facetious are
unique in the English language. Do you
know why?

15 Careful, now! (a) If a man stands at the
North Pole which way is he facing? (b)
When do Christmas Day and New Year’s
Day fall in the same year? (c) How many
months have 30 days?
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These two pictures look alike, but they vary in
ten minor details. Look at them very carefully.
If you cannot detect the differences see page 38.

* HOW OBSERVANT ARE
)
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BOOKSHELF

“IF ONLY THERE HAD
BEEN MORE OF US”

December, 1941, an intelligence officer

on duty in Fortress Headquarters,
Hong Kong, tuned a wireless set to Radio
Tokyo. A harsh voice interrupted the pro-
gramme to tell the world that Japan was at
war with Britain and America.

That was how the news came to a garrison
that was to suffer more than any from its con-
sequences. By Christmas Day, 17 days later,
its battle was over.

In “The Fall of Hong Kong” (Blond, 21s),
Tim Carew (formerly a SOLDIER staff-
writer) tells of that bitter campaign which,
in less than three weeks, reduced the British
garrison and colonists from the world’s most
luxurious standard of living to miserable cap-
tivity in the hands of the most bestial con-
querors of this century.

This is no book for the armchair tactician
to pore over with maps. Rather is it a series
of individual stories fitted together with a
novelist’s skill. The result is a vivid and
highly readable account of the battle as the
soldiers saw it.

The campaign was hopeless from the start.
The garrison was short of just about every-
thing except courage. The plan to stop the
Japanese on the famous Gin-Drinkers’ Line
was, in the author’s picturesque phrase,
“about as feasible as planning to hold the
approach to London with forces strung
across Ascot race-course.” The line needed
at least two divisions. It had one under-
strength brigade.

This brigade included two Canadian bat-
talions which, “not recommended for opera-
tional training,” had been sent to the Colony
for garrison duty. As units they did little to
hold up the Japanese, but some individuals
brought credit to Canadian arms. Their
brigadier died with a revolver in each hand
and eight dead Japanese around him.
Company Sergeant-Major J. R. Osborn won
a posthumous Victoria Cross for leading a
small party in an attack on a hill.

The battalion that died with the greatest
glory was the 1st Battalion, The Middlesex
Regiment (“The Diehards”)—tough Cock-
ney Regulars, trained to the last man. With
their machine-guns, they manned pill-boxes
and took a huge toll of the Japanese. A com-
pany of “odds and ends” hurled the invaders
back from Leighton Hill time and again.

IN the small hours of Monday, 8

Capt (now Brigadier)
Christopher Man, one
of the heroes of Hong
Kong. He commanded
the company of The
Middlesex which hurl-
ed the Japanese inva-
" ders off Leighton Hill.
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His arms and helmet held aloft in surrender, a
British soldier submits to his Japanese captors
on Hong Kong Island on Christmas Day, 1941.

When stiffening was needed, The Middle-
sex provided it, if they could get there. A
corporal bullied a Canadian sergeant into
taking his men into a counter-attack. An ex-
officer of the Regiment, released from prison
on the day of the invasion, commanded an
improvised force which included prison
warders who had watched over him for the
past 12 months—and the official hangman.

The Hong Kong Volunteer Defence
Corps, doughty part-time soldiers, gave of
their best. The Eurasian company held a
position for 16 hours before being over-
whelmed and cost the Japanese 800 casual-
ties. The Scottish company and the Portu-
guese company fought hard. The “Hughesi-
liers,” a group of men over 55, defended the
power house when it was surrounded, helped
by half a dozen of The Middlesex—the only
survivors of a relief party. The power house
was held until ammunition ran out.

There were two Indian battalions in the
garrison, the 2/14th Punjabis and the
5/7th Rajputs, mainly reservists and raw
ymlllngsters, and they acquitted themselves
well.

As the fighting neared its close, the
Repulse Bay Hotel, one of the world’s most
splendid, was crowded with civilian refugees
and garrisoned by a motley collection of
soldiers and naval ratings, all in various stages
of exhaustion and all bewildered. It was sur-
rounded by Japanese when a coast artillery
officer went to take charge of the garrison.
The Japs broke into the west wing and set
up a light machine-gun at the end of a cor-
ridor. They were driven out by a party who
rolled hand-grenades along the beautifully-
carpeted corridor as though they were in a
skittle-alley .

When the battle was nearly over, a havildar
of the Punjabis summed it all up to his
officer: “It was good fight, sahib. If only
there had been more of us. . ..”

Bravery On The
Birkenhead

i} OMEN and children first!” This
humane tradition of the sea was
established jointly by British sol-

diers and sailors in February, 1852, when

the troopship Birkenhead struck a rock off
the coast of Africa.

As she broke up, her captain ordered that
the women and children be got away in boats,
while the troops fell in on deck in a display of
disciplined courage which was to fire the
imagination of the world. The German
Emperor was to order that the story of the
Birkenhead should be read to every regiment
of his army.

Every one of the seven women and 13
children on board was saved. Of the 618
officers and men—which included the ship’s
company—454 died.

“The Unfortunate Ship” (Harrap, 15s)
by J. Lennox Kerr, is an account of the Bir-
kenhead from the drawing-board to the con-
troversies which followed her end. It is a
splendid tribute to the British soldier.

The bearing of the soldiers on the Birken-
head in the face of death is the more remark-
able since they were the greenest recruits,
reinforcements for ten different regiments,
who embarked at Spithead and Queenstown
in Ireland. They had only two experienced
officers, the senior of whom, Major Alexander
Seton, was to die with many of them.

For a fortnight the Birkenhead ploughed
through Atlantic gales, but once she had
reached calmer waters, Seton began to instil
the military virtues into his men. That was
why, instead of rushing in panic for the boats,
they fell in on the deck of the doomed and
breaking ship, and calmly obeyed orders to
help the sailors who were trying to organise
escape.

Only three boats got away. Though the
Birkenhead was only a mile from the shore,
darkness and a difficult coast made it impos-
sible for them to land their passengers and
go back to the wreck for more. Two of them
managed to attract the attention of a schooner
which went to the place where the Birkenhead
had sunk. She rescued men who for 14 hours
had clung to a mast, frozen during the night
and scorched in the day-time sun.

Other survivors reached the shore by
swimming or by paddling pieces of wreckage.
Some even kept above water with the aid of
bales of straw. Several horses, which had
been forced overboard to prevent a stampede,
also reached land.

Many of the less fortunate swimmers fell
victims to the sharks that swarmed around
the wreck. Others, having nearly reached the
shore, died in the cruel rocks and entangling
seaweed.

Why the Birkenhead struck the rock now
called after her is a mystery which the author,
despite patient research, has had to leave
unsolved. The probability is that her com-
pass was to blame. Compasses in iron ships
were notoriously unreliable at that time.

When the Birkenhead was converted from
warship to trooper, the water-tight bulkheads
which the builders had provided for her
safety were pierced, to give access from one
troop-deck to another. This ill-considered
convenience may have been the cause of her
filling and breaking-up once she was holed,
and the deaths of so many brave men.



Life In The Old-Time Army

Programme is not the sort of job to

which many Regular officers would
aspire, but that was where one of them
fetched up.

He was John Morris, formerly a major in
a Gurkha regiment, who records his military
experiences in “Hired to Kill” (Hart-Davis
and Cresset, 255).

The author had no ambition to be a
soldier; he wanted to be a musician. An
obstinate father made him a bank clerk, but
he saw the way to escape when World War
One broke out.

After three attempts, and despite bad eye-
sight—almost a military crime in those days
—he enlisted in the London Rifle Brigade.
He made an inefficient rifleman but became
an officer and went off to the Western Front,
- where he was wounded. Then he transferred
as a Regular to the Indian Army.

He was, he admits, neither particularly
efficient nor really at home in the Third
Gurkhas, but his commission was confirmed
and he rose to field rank before ill-health
intervened. In the Afghan campaign of 1919
he was with the Gurkha Scouts who demon-
strated their ability to a sceptical general by
presenting him with the head of a trouble-
some sniper.

The Third Gurkhas’ depot, at Lands-
downe, where the author spent much of his
time, had been built by the Regiment and
was an architectural oddity. Arrival and
departure there was marked by a routine of

CONTROLLER of the BBC’s Third

card-leaving on the 100 or so “top” families
which, since their bungalows were separated
by altitudes of as much as 1000 feet and
linked by rustic paths, took several weeks.

The formality of life in India in the
"twenties. was illustrated even better by a
political agent who, like the author, was
camping in uninhabited country. He sent an
invitation to dinner, and a riding-mule to
convey his guest, and marked the invitation
“black tie!”

The author fought on the North-West
Frontier, but was unable to profess any
enthusiasm for that turbulent region—which
did him no good with his superiors. He pre-
ferred other mountainous areas, and took
part in the famous 1922 attempt to climb
Everest and explorations into Chinese
Turkestan and Tibet.

Soldiering and Society
the Western world luxuriates in its
television sets, washing-machines

A

and motor-cars, many thinkers are
worried about its ability to stand up to the
perils that face it.

What has its armies to offer, not merely as
fighting machines but as parts of society?
A great deal, in the opinion of Colonel
G. M. C. Sprung, of the Canadian Guards.

In “The Soldier in Our Time” (Dorrance,
Philadelphia, 2 dollars 50 cents) he analyses
the military way of life, examining and ex-
plaining many of those vital aspects of an

army which most soldiers take for granted
and most civilians obstinately misunderstand.

He does not pretend that national prob-
lems can be solved by military methods, but
points out that the military way of life is
built on the experience of the ages in the art
of survival.

“In it,” he says, “is preserved, alive and
vital, the record of what qualities of vigour
and discipline must grace a people who would
survive in this world.”

That, he believes, will be its value when
the time comes for the Western world to set
about eradicating the creeping ills of society;
when it faces a crisis of survival which may
come suddenly as war or slowly as a growing
awareness of peril.

He is, however, chiefly concerned with
North America. In a passage on the British
Army, he classes it as one of those which have
exerted least influence on their own people.
It “has not been an important factor in the
past three hundred years of British social
history.” On the contrary, the class structure
of British society has been perhaps the most
important factor in determining the char-
acter of the British Army.

The author carries this point no further,
but SOLDIER can. Only 20 years ago, after
Dunkirk, Britons showed that they still had
the robust qualities necessary for survival.
The years of National Service that followed
brought the country’s young men close to
the reservoir of those qualities that the Army
is. Who can say what the influence of the
Army on the nation is now, or will be for
the next half-century until the last of those
National Servicemen is a doddering septua-
genarian?

BOOKS IN BRIEF

RANCIS CLIFFORD sets

the scene of his sixth novel

—*“A Battle is Fought to be

Won” (Hamish Hamilton,
135 6d)—in the jungles of Burma
in World War Two during the
Japanese advance.

It is the story of Captain
Anthony Gilling, fresh from his
job as a bank clerk, who had two
battles to fight: one leading his
company of Karen soldiers, the
fierce lirtle hillmen from East
Burma; the other against fear and
the fear of being seen to be afraid.

The author describes vividly
and sensitively Gilling’s mental
agony during the desperate
attempt to hold up the enemy . ..
the terror of capture. .. the fear of
mutilation and, above all, the fear
of failing to live up to the stan-
dards of his second-in-command,
an inscrutable, silently critical
Karen subedar. He fought alone
against his lack of military experi-

Capt:
Sgt:
Capt:
Sgt:
Capt:

Sqt:

Capt:

Sergeant! That man there!
Private Smith, Sir.

What's he got in his pocket?
Book, Sir.
Forces Bookshop, Sir.

Good Lord! Have they got books on bayonet
practice there too?

They've got books on practically everything,
Sir.
ery as well, Sir.

Jolly good. Well, keep "em at it, Sergeant.

He must have got it from the

Magazines, periodicals, gifts and station-

For BOOKS, MAGAZINES,
PERIODICALS & STATIONERY of all kinds, visit your Forces Bookshop

Sy a8 his failmesasaman; i LrANbpi SERV'GES GEN RAL BUOK DEPO
he conquered in the end and | I
found courage in death. (W. H. SMITH & SON, LTD)
NDREW  MILBOURNE, 195200 PENTONVILLE ROAD, LONDON, N.
who lost both arms fighting | rorces BooksHoOPS AT
with the Parachute Regi- B.A.O.R. HUBBELRATH (Y M.CA) GIBRALTAR NORTH AFRICA
ment, uses his old unit as back- BERLIN (Y.MC.A) KREFELD (Y.M.CA) WESLEY HOUSE (M.U.B.C)) BENGHAZL (Salvation Army)
: Church of Scotland
ground for the characters of his Y AT A‘_‘)‘C'A') LIPPSTADT (Church Army) CYPRUS O O ach of Scottand)
l. “The H : Eagles” CELLE (Church of Scotland) fa{osu%l;‘iﬁzw -Glfk‘l%ﬁ?[‘-? AKROTIRI (Y. W.CA, TRIPOLI (Y.M.C.A.)
novel, e Hovering Lagles COLOGNE (Y.W.C.A.) Main HQ. ( DT ‘,} oG EAST AFRICA
(Hales, 125 6d). DR IMUNS £ ot Co ) MONSTER (Charch of Scotiand EP[SKOP ﬂgé wCh) GILGIL, KENYA (M.M.G.)
b bt b g e TR T L B e L
P.
group of parachutists in 31 © u& %&gpmﬁ&nﬂ SENNELAGER (Quuréh Army) POLEMEDHIA (M.M.G.) ThcAy . :
North Africa, Sicily and Italy an HERFORD (Y MC.A. ind VERDEN (Toc H) e DU EAST SINGAPORE (Union Jack Club)
at Arnhem, with intervals for T n?.uc e PR RORNTARL (e ADEN (MM.G) NG (Chm«smswlmm)

fighting in places of entertainment

and other main centres

and for sketchy love-affairs.
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Happy days, Dad

It’s quiet and calm to be eighty and in
your own corner of the pub on Satur-
day morning. There’s your pint of
mild-and-bitter—familiar sight, familiar
taste, you've had how many thousand
in your time ? And the draughtboard-
same pattern of Kings and men, over
and over. That young fellow playing
you may be clever one day . .. Well,
drink up! There’s a lot of noise-cheer-
ful noise: laughter, glasses clinking,
darts going plunk. Ah, the pubs you’ve
known, the pubs of a long long life.
And the beer, the lovely beer !

Beer,
it’s lovely!

ISSUED BY THE BREWERS' SOCIETY, 42 PORTMAN SQUARE, LONDON, W.1

It’s a great advantage wherever yow're posted . . .

open an account at the

National :
Provincial

THE BANK FOR FRIENDLY SERVICE

filter tips
By using RIZLA Filter Tips, you can save enough tobacco
to make 20 extra cigarettes with every 8d. box of tips.
With a Rizla Rolling Outfit and Rizla Papers you can
enjoy hand-made cigarettes that are fresher, more satisfying
and made with the tobacco of your choice. And with
Rizla Filter Tips your cigarettes will be cooler, smoother ;

and more economical, too. Ask any tobacconist for:
RIZLA CIGARETTE PAPERS, ROLLING MACHINES AND FILTER TIPS

Tnbac%onist for‘z‘nk
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SPORT

Army skiers swept the board in the inter-
Services ski-championships at St. Moritz

and Gunners won almost all the awards
in the Army and Rhine Army events

A CLEAN SWEEP
FOR SOLDIERS ¢
ON SKIS

OLDIER skiers will long remember their recent visit to the
S world-famous slopes of St. Moritz, scene of the Army’s
overwhelming victory over the Royal Navy and the Royal

Air Force in the 1961 inter-Services ski championships.

One who will never forget it is Lieutenant R. A. Montgomerie,
of the 9th/12th Royal Lancers, who, competing for the first time,
won both the individual downhill and slalom races, became inter-
Services ski champion and led his unit in winning the team title
with the astonishing score of no penalty points.

In the downhill event, Montgomerie skied brilliantly to beat

OVER...

g

Inter-Services and Army ski champion, Lieutenant R. A. Montgomerie,
9th/12th Royal Lancers, ncgotiates a “gate” in the Army slalom.

swoops down the final stretch in the Rhine Army downhill event

| 4 Perfectly balanced, Lieutenant Evans, 3rd Royal Tank Regiment,
at Winterberg, won by Sec-Lieut. J. Hunter, 40 Field Regiment.

T ST O R R I R T B R SR R S AR A

A. R. FABB BROS. LTD.
- FP5 i

BLAZER POCKET BADGES
Hand embroidered in gold and silver wire and silk for the following:
CAVALRY ° YEOMANRY * GUARDS COUNTY REGIMENTS
SCOTTISH, WELSH and IRISH REGIMENTS - CORPS
TERRITORIAL REGIMENTS, ETC. Price from 30/~ each

. REGIMENTAL TIES

In all the above services in two qualities
Pure Silk 16/6 each Terylene or Silk and Rayon 12/6 each

1517 MARKET STREET, MAIDENHEAD, BERKS

Established 1887 Telephone: Maidenhead 3533
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Above: Whoops ! A competitor in Rhine Army’s
slalom race comes a graceful but undignified
cropper as he fails to negotiate one of the “gates.”

Below: Shooting on skis, too. A competitor in the
Rhine Army biathlon event takes aim at balloon
targets after a gruelling cross-country chase.

It’s a goal ! Imside-left Pater-
son fires in a hard left-foot
shot to put the Signals one up.

Signals
Tame The

Scots

APPY VALLEY, Episkopi, is indeed a happy place for 15 Signals Regiment,
Royal Signals, for on the sportsfield there they recently won the Army
(Cyprus) Soccer championship, beating the 1st Battalion, The Black Watch.

Their victory put an end to the Scottish monopoly of the Cup for the champion-
ship has never before been won by a unit south of the border.

In a hard-fought match, the Signals moved the ball about more rapidly and
accurately and scored after 15 minutes when inside-left Paterson fired in a low
drive. Despite some clever and determined attacks the Signals defence held out and
half-way through the second half went further ahead when centre-forward Camp-
bell ran half the length of the field to lob the ball over the advancing goalkeeper.

By no means disgraced, The Black Watch can console themselves with the know-
ledge that five members of the Signals team were Scots!
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The Army Slalom Champion: L/Bombardier J.
Lupton, of 40 Field Regiment, RA, after his bril-
liant win, despite an ankle injury, at St. Moritz.

SOLDIERS ON SKIS continued

Flying-Officer I. D. Tite, RAF, by more than
8 seconds, completing the course in the fine
time of 2 mins. 15.3 secs. This performance
places him among the leading ranks of
British skiers and makes him a strong can-
didate for the British Olympic team at the
next Winter Games.

Montgomerie’s win in the slalom event
was equally outstanding. He covered the stiff
course of 51 gates eight seconds faster than
any of the other 17 competitors.

Other soldiers also skied well, particularly
Second-Lieutenant A. S. G. Drew, 2nd
Green Jackets, The King’s Royal Rifle Corps,
who was second in the slalom and third.in
the downbhill race; and Captain D. S. Carey,
Royal Horse Guards, third in the slalom.

Lieutenant Montgomerie’s achievement
followed rapidly on his success in the Army
Downhill Ski Championships, also held at
St. Moritz for the first time, when he became
Army champion by winning the downhill
event (ten seconds faster than Lieutenant
Drew, the runner-up) and being second in
the slalom.

A record field of 118 soldiers competed
and outstanding among them was Lance-
Bombardier J. Lupton, of 40 Field Regi-
ment, RA, who, despite an agonising ankle
injury the previous day, won the slalom in
the excellent time of 2 mins. 2 secs. and led
his unit to victory in the team and Corps
events. The slalom team event was won by
1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards.

Despite a minor heat wave which pushed
temperatures into the 70s and melted the
thin layer of snow, the cross-country and
nordic events of the British Army champion-
ships which were held in conjunction with
Rhine Army’s ski championships at Winter-
berg, in the Sauerland mountains, produced
some very fast times and good ski-ing.

Competing against a record entry of 255
competitors, Captain John Moore, 19 Field
Regiment, RA, the 27-year-old Olympic
skier, won the British cross-country race
over 15 kilometres in 1 hr. 1 min. 31.6 secs.,
followed by Lieutenant R. Tuck, Royal
Marines, more than a minute slower.

- W “%“:‘e

Lieutenant R. Dent, of 40 Field Regiment,
RA, last year’s Army champion, was third.

The Gunners also excelled in Rhine
Army’s 4 by 10 kilometres cross-country
relay event, the holders, 40 Field Regiment’s
“A” team, led by Lieutenant Dent, winning
by nearly six minutes. They also won both
individual and team awards in the Rhine
Army downhill event, Second-Lieutenant
J. Hunter passing the finishing line barely
a second ahead of joint runners-up, Second-
Lieutenant M. Ingall, 3rd Green Jackets,
The Rifle Brigade, and Lieutenant J. Fortier,
8th Canadian Hussars.

The combined Army and Rhine Army
biathlon event was won by Lieutenant Tuck,
Royal Marines, with Lieutenant Dent, RA,
second and Captain John Moore, this year’s
best all-rounder, third.

Rhine Army’s champion novice downbhill
skier was Sapper K. Andrews, of 1 Division,
Royal Engineers, with Gunner J. Rushan, 19
Field Regiment, RA, second.

One of the 105 competi-
tors in the Army Slalom
championship at St
Moritz was Tpr. 8.
Henderson,The(Queen’s
Dragoon Guards. Here
he is seen carefully en-
tering the final “gate.”

Burdened with rifle and
pack, a competitor in
the Army cross-coun-
try race sweals up a
steep hill during the
13} - kilometre trial.

Your
Anniversary Gift
for less than £1-0-0

Send HER Carnations or Roses next time and every time.
The most personal and acceptable gift of all.

Just send your order and remittance to

POST ROSES,
WALTHAM CROSS,
HERTFORDSHIRE,
ENGLAND.

Ca) Ay 3
BY APPOINTMENT TO
H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH II
FLORISTS
A. B. STEVENS LTD,

WE will send choice, fresh cut hothouse Carnations or
Roses DIRECT FROM OUR OWN NURSERIES to
any relative or friend—your wife, girl friend or mother
to any address in Great Britain (excluding Eire).

Send your order NOW for ANY DATE in the future.

STERLING
Min. 17/6 1 doz.
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NORMAL PRICES

SEASONAL PRICES
For delivery July 1 to August 31 .. Min. 15/- 1 doz.
27/6 2 doz.
For delivery December 1 to January 1 .. Min. 17/6 8 blooms
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45/- 2 doz.

During latter period rose season is coming to an end and, whilst all
orders for roses will be executed if possible, carnations may have to
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are not in production— BUT CARNATIONS ARE AVAIL-
ABLE AT ALL TIMES.

Complete the coupon provided and send it with your remit-
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TO POST ROSES, S/Ap/6l
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A Fine Life and Good Prospects
in a Land of Sunshine

FEDERAL ARMY OF RHODESIA & NYASALAND

requires SINGLE Young Men in Infantry,

N.C.O.s (married or single) with recent

which reads “these are to authorise you to

about to be completed.

Territorial armies.

proclamation.

In future, the Army Emergency Reserve will be reformed to include
28,850 volunteers, most of whom will be formed into units, recruited
regionally and affiliated to units of the same Corps in the Regular or

The 13,000 men in Category Il will form units and pools needed at home

other regiments have adopted.

An All-Volunteer AER

ITH the reorganisation of the Army Emergency Reserve the final
stage in making the British Army all-regular and all-volunteer is
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ment to employ negro musicians at this
period, as the enclosed illustration of
a negro tambourine player of the 3rd
Foot Guards (Scots Guards) shows.—
A. V. Whittaker, 42 Colborne Road,
London, SE18.

COMMISSIONS

When did the practice of buying com-
missions in the British Army cease ?—
E. V. Belcher, Beeston, Notts.

% The Royal Warrant abolishing the

MENTIONS

~ LEARN ~

RADIO & T/V

SERVICING
for your OWN
BUSINESS/HOBBY

recently introduced to this country.

one of these remar -
Simply choose YOUR pet subject

A:chiu::u;n V:ntilniul

Article Writing Hlum’ing Eng.

A GREAT GENERAL
AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE s NE of Britain’s most brilliant soldiers was
L E T T E R s o born 100 years ago on St George’s Day,
23 April.
& ELECTRIC COMPANY LIMITED bt o ey T i 4. Ficld-Marshal Viscount Allenby.
nown throughout the Army as “The Bull”’ because o . 7 &
his physical s::ture and strenlgth and explovae bursts s]it“tal:nceh:::lm::t:ubns' ]li::l:.n Turks
- f — , by masterly strategy and tactics, career.
ELECTRONIC LABORATORIES, LIVERPOOL . S e aleour the defeas of the Turkish Army in World
COLOURS FLYING @ SOLDIER welcomesletters. Thare A GOOD OLD ENGLISH ¥ imund Allenby was commissioned inco the nniskilling
space, however, to print y 1 have noticed, with disgust, the Dragoons in 1882. His skill as a Cavalry divisional com- Despite his temper, Field-Marshal Allenby had a keen
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1961 Superfine Cloth.

MOST SUITS ONLY
£1 DOWN

{ all details.

LONDON W.C.1.

For YOU—A Quality Suit, Latest
London/American Style and made in a

FREE—1961/2 Style Guide,
3 books, Cloth Samples and
For a perfect fit and a square
deal write NOW (Servicemen welcome).

J MEN’S FASHION CENTRE
{'\ (DEPT. $.0.37) 273 GRAYS INN ROAD,
y

Bifts for Home

Don’t let them pay duty!! Your choice of Gifts, Chocolates, Biscuits
or Flowers can be delivered on any day desired accompanied by
personal messages or greeting cards through the Bernard Direct
Despatch Service. A Gift List and details gladly sent on request.

C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD., Anglia House, Harwich, Essex, England.

more
letters

* Enfield rifle and the maximum range of
a .22 bullet and the maximum distance
at which it will kill >—T. Cairn, 8 Clyde
Street, Witton, Blackburn, Lancs.
% The maximum ranges and lethality
of the 303 and .22 bullets depend on
trajectory and atmospheric conditions. A
303 bullet will penetrate a one-inch thick
oak board at 3000 yards and a .22 bullet
can kill up to 1760 yards.

IT HURTS

I am a regular reader of SOLDIER,
and at times it hurts to see the British
Army having it so good. We in the
Sydney University Regiment have to
glod on with the old .303, 1944 Stude-

aker trucks (unpacked 1958) and other
museum pieces.—G. A. ite, 96
Mossman Street, Armidale 5N,
N.S.W., Australia.

BRIGADE BADGES

In SOLDIER’S article “Your Badge
Is Here” (February) the names of
two Infantry regiments—The King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry and The
Lancashire Regiment—were inadver-
tently omitted from the list of those
regiments which wear the Light
Infantry Brigade and the Lancastrian
Brigade cap badges respectively.

Our apologies to both regiments.

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?
(See page 29)

The two pictures vary in the following
respects: 1. Farmer’s hatband. 2. Truck
driver’s breast pocket. 3. Front end of
rear mudguard. 4. Tail of cow second
from right. 5. Left foreleg of cow om
right. 6. Lower edge of truck body above
rear wheel. 7. “G” in “BRIDGE.’
8. Dust cloud between fromt and rear
wheels. 9. Left hand of passenger in cab.
10. Length of farmer’s stick.

WHAT DO YOU KNOW?

The winners of SOLDIER’s
“What Do You Know About Bat-
tles” competition (January) were:

1. Lance-Sergeant D. Allan, Regimental

Headquarters, Grenadier  Guards,

Birdcage Walk, SW.1.

2, Mr. H. V. Shuffiebotham, “Baroda,”

Trench Lane, Oddingley, Droitwich,

Worcester.

3. Mr. G. F. Bryan, 39, Gilton Road,

Catford, London, SE.6. »

4. Mr. A. C. Sherwoed, “Contraband,”

Rosemont Avenue, Pembroke, Bermuda.
Mr. John E. Harrington, 1934

Mission Avenue, San Diego 16,

California, USA

6. Mr. A. G. H. Clapham, 39 Knowsley

Road, Norwich.

The answers were: 1. Wellington.
2. Edgehill. 3. Crecy. 4. 2nd Y pres.
5. Loos. 6. Solferino. 7. Albuhera.
8. Mons, 1914. 9. Crimea. 10. Somme,
1916. 11. Machine-gun. 12. Corunna.
13. El Alamein.

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS

Executive Class examination for ex-Forces candidates, June 1961 and 1962 (Basic
grade rises to over £1,100); good promotion opportunities. Clerical Class

Officer of Customs and
, 18-22, with allowance for Forces service (Basic grade rises to over
(Customs
wance for Forces service—examination in February

examination for ex-Forces
Excise
£1,300)—examination in March 1962 : also Assistant Preventive
and Excise), 19-21, with allo
1962. Write stating age, Forces service, etc., to.-

CIVIL SERVICE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL

candidates, October 1961.

10 STATION PARADE, BALHAM HIGH ROAD, LONDON S.W.12

prospects, exist for:—

Experience to;—

VACANCIES IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE

A number of male vacancies, offering good career

RADIO OPERATORS

Write giving details of Education, Qualifications and

Personnel Officer, (RO/2), G.C.H.Q.
53, Clarence Street, Cheltenham, Glos.

IT'S EASY TO STOP SMOKING WITH

FOLLOW THE TENS OF THOUSANDS WHO HAVE ALREADY
TAKEN NICOBREVIN THE ORIGINAL ANTI-SMOKING
CAPSULES

Ask your chemist for NICOBREVIN today or write for free details to (Dept. S.)

MILLER OF GOLDEN SQUARE LTD.
13 GOLDEN SQUARE. LONDON, W.l. Tel: GERrard 6533

district (shooting, fishi;
at valuation (approx.) 5&

FOR SALE in an EAST RIDING MARKET TOWN

First-class Grocery and Cooked Meat Store, taking £230-£250 per week. All cash

trade, no credit or delivery. Property £2,000

shop with good livinL;mommodnion and garage. Excellent profits. Good sporting

. Property, fixtures, etc., £3,000, Business £1,500, Stock

. Full mortgage on property if required, or would let on

rental. Every help given by vendor, who will be remaining in the town. Present staff
will stay on if required. Reason for sale, other full-time business activities.

Box 1462 c/o COWLISHAW & LAWRENCE gldvertising) LIMITED
16, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.4

; modernization 1960. Double front

I’___—_—--—-—--_---— ‘

A FINE CAREER AWAITS YOU IN
SOUTHERN RHODESIA’S POLICE FORCE

Single men, 18-15, are ired for
i Rhodesia)

physically fit (minimum height, 5° 8*;
than four years’ secon
under 20, £483, over 20, £525, ri

¥ rising to £861. Sergeants, £890-£1,050. -Inspectors, £1,100-
£1,460. Chief Inspectors, £1,550-£1,650. ALL PROMOTIONS FROM THE RANKS.
Free uniform, quarters, 3

passage.
Apply: Police Recruiting Officer, Rhodesia House, Strand, London, W.C.2.

P as Constables in British South Africa
ia). A varied career in a land of sunshine is open to young men,
perfect vision without glasses) and with not less
education, preferably to G.C.E. standard. Pay: Constables

GENERAL PORTERS

required at West Park Hospital, Epsom, Surrey. Rate of pay £9 5s. 8d.
per 44-hour week. Residential accommodation available for single
applicant. Wages and conditions of service subject to Whitley Council
agreement. Pensionable. Apply at once to the Chief Male Nurse at
the Hospital.
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Make sure of SOLDIER

|F you are a serving soldier, you will be able to buy SOLDIER

from your canteen. Presidents of Regimental Institutes
should enquire of their Chief Education Officer for re-sale
terms.

If you are a civilian, you may order SOLDIER at any book-
stall in the United Kingdom.

Those unable to obtain the magazine through the above
channels should fill in the order form below.

To Circulation Department,
SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road, London,

... copies of SOLDIER each month for .........

N.7

Please send ......

(BLOCK  TO:
LETTERS
PLEASE)

losed.
U.K. Cheque or Postal Order value .o oy oo er and
Cheques or P.O.s should be made paya 6d. for one year (12 copies)

£ ** SOLDIER costs 10s.
cro“i.:dl::i‘fngoplﬂsze. a:do packing. Stamps cannot be accepted.

‘."...l.............

*® o o @& & o

SOLDIER, the British Army M ine, is published for the War Office by HM Statione:
SOLDI v i LDIER, 433

PO Box 569, London, SE 1. Army inquiries: Circulation Dept.,

ry Office, and printed by SUN PRrINTERS LTD., Watford and London. Trade distribution
Holloway Road, London, N 7 (ARChway 4381). Editorial inquiries: Editor: SOLDIER,

inquiries :
433 Holloway Road, London, N 7. ARChway 4381. © Crown Copyright 1961. Requests to reproduce should be addressed to Controller, HM Stationery Office, Atlantic House,
Holborn Viaduct, London, EC 1. Advertisement inquiries : Messrs, Cowlishaw and Lawrence (Advertising) Ltd,, Memorial Hall Buildings, 16 Farringdon Street, London, EC 4 (CITy 3718).
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FACTS you should know about

BRANDARIS MOTOR INSURANCE

to save you money and inconvenience

ates vary from Company to Company—so does coverage and, most important, Claims Service. The BRANDARIS have not
the lowest rates, considered in terms of premium only, but theirs are the LOWEST compatible with the excellent service and
special conveniences offered to their Policy holders.

Il drivers are rated on their merits—the “good’’ should not pay for the “bad’’'! The BRANDARIS scale their rating according
to claims experience and, whilst no Serviceman is refused cover, they do offer lower rates to those over 25 years of age, driving
with a full Licence and owning the smaller family-type car. The younger sports car enthusiast with limited driving experience
must pay rather more; that's reasonable, isn’t it?

ot all Compdnies can provide prompt Claims Service anywhere in Europe. The BRANDARIS are licensed in U.K. and nearly
every country, and where they are not, they have good Agents. They can pay in any currency and you get your car back on
the road without unnecessary delay. If the car should be a write-off, you are paid out as soon as the reports are in. The
unfortunate Third Party?’—no need to worry, he will be treated promptly and fairly.

o you qualify for a Bonus for safe driving? The BRANDARIS grant most generous annual No Claim Bonuses, increasing
every year.

re you leaving your overseas station on a home posting or returning to civilian life in England? You will be interested in the
special BRANDARIS “'split’’ annual Policy, which is rated in respect of your stay overseas and the remainder is based on
U.K. District rates. So convenient, and look what you save! Certificates of Insurance are issued where you are, if possible,
or arrangements.made for you with our London Office.

eal Service is offered by all BRANDARIS Offices and Agents. Cover Notes are issued on the spot, rates agreed and firmly
adhered to, Policies issued within four weeks at the latest and—MOST IMPORTANT—

nternational Green Insurance Cards are issued, free of charge, with every BRANDARIS Cover Note, for the entire duration

of your Policy. This means only one application for car registration and you are covered anywhere in Europe (except “iron-
curtain’’ countries).

pace is too short here to explain all the advantages of a BRANDARIS Policy; why not write and let us quote and advise you
generally, whether you are staying in Germany, other overseas station, or taking your car home with you! The BRANDARIS
Offices in Germany, lersey and England are under British management; we all understand the Serviceman's problems.

N=—=p> O Z>=

OUR POLICIES AVAILABLE TO YOU WHEREVER YOU ARE SERVING, PROVIDED THEY ARE ACCEPTABLE
TO THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES, AND WILL ALWAYS BE SUITABLY ENDORSED TO MEET THEIR

REQUIREMENTS.
IT ALL ADDS UP TO= ;
B. RANDARIS — THE SERVICEMAN’S COMPANY EVERYWHERE.
REQUEST FOR PREMIUM QUOTATION
IF IN GERMANY IF IN U.K. IF OVERSEAS

Brandaris Insurance Co. Ltd., Brandaris Insurance Co., Ltd., Overseas Insurance Brokers, Ltd.,

38—40 Hohenzollernring, Stafford House, Burlington House,

KOLN am Rhein. Norfolk Street, St. Saviour’s Road,

Tel. 234161/234162 London, W.C.2 St. Helier, Jersey, C.l., U.K.
T T R e S G S MR . e R M S e e e Bonk. =2 ooy Dote ol BIvth...........oocoiviiniiin
T DT R e SO e e R L R e st U e S e e R SO A,
Present Policy No................... COMPENY ...l i s esah s B 4 e cndoteof BRPIY. s
Type(s) of Driving Licencet...........cc...cccivimmnnericiininnses First Driving Licence issued (Date)........................
Make and Type of :
CariMotor-Cele . i i G e e e b T e A R SN (including P.T./not including P.T.)

| do/de not wish for quotation for purchase tax/import duty contingency Estimated coverage required to cover purchase tax/import duty contingency

insurance (in event of loss by fire, theft/total loss and such duty being (rate £3.0.0 per £100). £
payable on replacement car due to expiry of eligibility to tax free import). S R R R R A
Home/Overseas/B.Z. POLICY FROM................... o o SRR e A FOR 12/6 MONTHS
“SPLIT” POLICY BZ/OVERSEAS FROM..............cocivvinininiinnns N e L e SR t::g‘l’d
IN THE UK. FROM.............coooevimnnnnnnn.. TO oy

....................................... 12 months
B MV a ) Do SRS AR e B St e SR R e S e TR T e S e R R e e et e LS

TowmandConnky. - ol s o nailn i danaaala Dl il L e e e i R R et
Insurance required: THIRD PARTY /| THIRD PARTY, FIRE and THEFT /| COMPREHENSIVE

Please send Proposal Form and quotation as indicated above. (Strike out where inapplicable.)

o R SRR S e R IR o e SR BRA G e S i S SRR e e H e o e

No Liability is undertaken by the Company or the Proposer until the Proposal Form has been accepted by the Company and the
Premium paid, except as provided by an official Cover Note issued by the Company.
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