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Take a look at what comes as standard.... 
.... ABS, Driver's Airbag, Split Folding Rear Seat, Colour Coordinated 
Bumpers and Mirrors, Power Mirrors, Power Windows Front di Rear, 
Volvo Alarm, Headlight W a s W ? ,  Heated Front Seats, Load Cover, 

Power Steering, Remote Central Locking, RDS Stereo Radio Cassette, SIPS, 
SIPS Bags, Tinted Windows, Air Conditioning, Integrated Child Seat, 

Five Three-Point Seat Belts 
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Bririsn rroops serving wirn TasK Force 
Alpha, part of the United Nations multi- 
national brigade, came withln hours of 
launchlng an operation to break the 
Bosnian Serb blockade of Sarajevo. The 

plan became unnecessary when a major 
advance In the new peace negotiations 
brokered by the United States was 
announced on September 14. 

Full story In Pages 8-9. 

Bounty boost ' y  
for Front Line 'ba 

YOUNG soldiers in some teeth arms are to be 
offered an immediate E1,400 (E1,OOO after tax and 
ERNIC) incentive remain in the Army for an 

tra year. 
In a move to improvc recen- 

tion of qualiry soldiers wirh 
two years' scraice under their 
hclts, the rc-engagrmenr 

is designed ro change 
ds of those thinking of 
mice and of those who 

'Spccifically targeted are per- 
ne1 wirh less than three 
s' service in rhe Household 

'alry, Royal Armoured 
ps, Royal Artillery and 
nrry (less the Gurkhas and 0 Those not already time 
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nable service for engage- 

kcn 11) persuade young s o l -  

for two years, starts 

shortage of soldicrs in the 

indentifred despire reductions 
of the Army. A dip in 
on top of the redun- 
m e  has created 

a situation which i 
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or duty free overseas 

SOLDIERS of the 2nd Battal- 
ion, The Light Infantry & 
preparing to deploy to Bosnia to 
relieve the 1st Battalion, The 
Devonshire and Dorset Regi- 
ment. Both units are based at 
Padetborn, Germany. 

Commanded by Lt Col Ben 
Bartie, the 800 fight Infantry- 
men are being put &mu& 
e&t weeks of training t a i l od  
to their peacekeeping role. 

Realistic .yenarios have been 

........................... ..................... late situations the men are likely 
to face in former Yugoslavia. 

The Op Grapple p a c k  is 
co-ordinated by Training and 

For information on models available with no minimum order 
requirement please tick 
For full details complete the coupon below and send to: ...................................................................................... 
W A INGRAM AssoclATEs LTD., UNIT27 GRAND UNION CENTRE, 

3368 LADBROKE GROVE, LONWN W10 5AX 
Pleare~ndmafulldMilaabouthowtooMainZlppolighterr~npravad 
Wm, my Regimental Crast. 

NAME .............. : 
ADDRESS ........ ..................... created at Seonelager to simu- 

I-- - Brig Alan Behapg talks to soldim of the 2nd Batslion, me LlgM 
lnhntw In tralninp tor servlw In Eoanla 

whst Ihe pspws have been saying I 
THE Army is suffering from a 
severe shortage of surgeons as 
senior ~y cutbacks, medical leave staff, tor unsettled well-paid 

obs in the National He& Ser- 
lice. - Times 

2 Public A National Servants Union of (NUCPS) Civil end 

motion to the Trades Union 
Congress in Brighton described 
Ihe blanket ban on homosexual- 
ty in the Armed Forces as "an 
insun to the many lesbians and 
gay men who have exemplary 
Service records". - lndepen 
den! on Sunday. 

0 Confidential governmelll 
papers newly released have 
revealed how Japan stole 
nearly f12 million of British 
money from a wret Swiss 
bank account in an elaborate 
wamm sting. Whitehalloffktals 
were duped into believing thc 
funds would be used to helF 
prisoners bath.  The on money, the which Raihvay n w l  a 

reached !he PoWs. was eventu 
ally recovered and returned tc 
the Treasury. - Sunday Times 

P  reed paratrooper Lee Clegg 
did n d  tire the shot that killed I 
teenager Belfast, a in ballistics a stolen expert car hm ir 

concluded. The Rndlngs an 
part of a report prepared b! 
lawyers seeking a third appea 
against pte Clegg's murder con, 
viction. - Times 

. 

Support Command (Germany? 
under Brig Alan Behagg. 

Meanwhile, 107 members of 
B Squadron, The Light Dra- 
goons, based at Hiihne, have 
joined Task Force Alpha. 

It is the fiftb dme that the 
Light Dragoons have deployed 
m o p s  to Bosnia and brings to 
nearly 3,000 the number of 
Germany-based soldiers oper- 
ating in former Yugoslavia. 

During a recent visit to 
Hijhne, the Princess of Wales, 
Colonel-in-Chief of the regi- 
ment. wished the ssuadron 0 

ben c m  are part d a n g e d ,  
'the adc' work on the principle 

Is only sn much in a deal" - a 
1. 

good n m  car discount means less money 
for your old one and vice versa. 

Fommafely, with Nntours you get no vice 
and plenty of versa! Our saaight dealing 
gives you the choice of over 900 models, 
with our discounted wim published 'up I -  -- - 
bent' in our  pedal COmpmGmive BU& 

We then offer the best &-in price based 
on real market values and you continue to 
use your car until your new one is ready. If 
your car is tax free, you may not ham to pay 

until mU S--ld In 'the m m  Guide. 

TOCARS 
I A  Re warding Experience- 

Wvlds Rd. - Bridowater - Somerset * TA6 4DG * TeI: 01 278 455555. F a :  01278 450396 

14 I I 
mns .h.p In 
I a filpht from Oermay to Spllt - 

&&ing tour and s& r e m .  

*From P a p  3 
.%: iclup downgraded will not be 

eligible for the bounty until they 
J are upgraded. 
I The L1,400 bounty, before 
i cm and ERNIC, is payable as 
i soon as possible &r the accep- 

m c e  certi6cate has been 
signed. AU commanding offi- 

1 cers of relevant teeth a r m s  units 
i are being encouraged to identi- 
1 f y  suitable soldiers within their 
1 Eommands and to persuade 

them to stay on. 
Meanwhile, the 6rst soldiers 

to sign on the Open Engage- 
ment introduced on January 1, 
1981 have only three months to 

1 ~~ - VAT when selling to NatocaA. 

You have the option of a lower monthly 
I payment h a n c e  plan with credit 

protection, an expa discount on your 21 insurance premium, re-establishing your 
2 I lapsed no d.ims bonus, plus special 

, concessions for 6a imvel and domstep 

@ @ Audi VOLVO @ - 
I ~ o r i  pad nchngo munuts on your pnsent 
vuhicIE. plea= complete this suction. 

C i f  M i h  6 ModEl (GL GTi atc) 

I..___.___.. .......... 

I ____..__ . ,  .. 

W I g M  kind drh l  (&l#!e) 

.____--___ A,+- 

Eo.lHlon7 6WAmmn8/B6W clck) new car discount prices and 
brochures of wur choice or our used car I 

, 

wait before receiving a L2,OOO 
bonus. The Financial Reten- 
tion and eight Incentive, years' payable reckonable at ser- five 

vice, was brought in as a reward 
for those not giving their notice 
before those points. 

The Financial Retention 
Incentive is open to all a r m s  and 
provides a higbly attractive 
reason for soldiers with four 
years' service to stay on a bit 
longer. A further bonus of 
IJ2,OOO before tax is payable at 
the eight-year mark for person- 
nel on Open Engagements. 

Brig Peter Besgrove, Director 
of Manning (Army), said "We ; 

are now at the end of the 
Options and Defence Cosn, 
Study as busy drawdown. as ever on operations The h Y  all 

over the world, and we have 
some shortage ofyoung soldiers 
in certain Combat A r m s .  

"The recruidng organisation 
is working very hard to attract 
new people but we want to 
rerain as many of our m y  
trained young soldiers as possi- 
ble by paying them a decent 
bounty. 

"This is just one of a number 
of measures to encourage 
young soldiers to stuy a little 
longer in the Army." 

1 delivery. .. 
I . .  

So, send or fax &e form for a 'no obligation' 
estimate for your present car and receive 
vour k e  c o w  of N 8 t a u s '  Guide to Car 

I 
I 

3 me MOD has taken 
ive first step towards 
amatic monitoring of 
iarassment in the 
%rms in the wake 01 
rtantial payout to a 
mman subjected to p 
sbusa by male soldim 
Dendent 
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Send your cheque/PO in f sterling only, payable 
to “Soldier” and quoting ref 

“4 free offer” to: 
SOLDIER Subscriptions, Ordnance Road, 

Aldershot, Hants, OUll 2DU 
Telephone 01 252 347353 
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Flag to come down on QEMH Woolwich 
BUGLERS sounding The Last Post will by Cambridge Military Hospital, Aldershot. 
marktheclosure on September27of Queen in February. About 1,000 posts are to be 
Elizabeth Military Hospital, Woolwich. the lost, 75 per cent of them military. 
first of three major military hospitals in the Medical redundancies are due to be 
United Kingdom to shut down in the next announced on October 26. Up to 15 per cent 
six months. of the medical staff at QEMH Woolwich are 

In a ceremony to be attended by senior understood to have applied for voluntary 
medical officers and civic leaders, the keye redundancy. 
of OEMH will be handed over to the Green- Some Woolwich faculties are to be MO- 
wich Healthcare Trust by Brig Guy Ratcliffe, cated to Gosport, Hampshire, by April 1, 
last commanding officer of the hospital. when the Royal Naval Hospital at Haslarwill 

Th- Wnnlwirh clos~we “art of the Front become the core UK tri-Service hosoital. 

created in National Health Service hospitals 
in areas with significant numbers of troops 
and sald the changes would lead to greater 
integratlon between the Armed Forces and 
the NHS. 

0 The O w n  Elizabeth, completed In 
1978 on the slte of the former ShtUIYnel Bap 
racks, was Itrenthe result of a drewdown. It 
replaced the functlon of five militnry hospl. 
181s -the Millbank (London), the Royal Her- 
bert and the Mllltary Maternity Hospital 
(both Woolwichl. Colchester, and the Royal 

~~~~ ~ ~ - . .  .. 
Line First programme, will be followed by 
Wroughton before the end of the year and 

The Defence Costs Studyearlierthis year 
identified three regional military units to be 

inctorla(Netley)-leavlng theUKArmydth 
three, Aldershot, Catterlckand OEMH. 

- 

I Drivers 

Army m Northern Ire 
s takmg road safety s 
sly that Its annual drlvln 

II ~ =skills comoetition include< 

I 

Royal visit 
to Armagh 
THE DUK6 of York spent 
spent m r a l  hours with sd- 
dim of de 8th Battalion, The 
Royal Irish Regiment d w i q  a 
visit to Northem Ireland. 
Prince Andr@w> Colonel-in- 

Chief of the regiment was met 
by Lt Gen SLr Roger Wheeler, 
GOC Northem Ireland, and 
flew to Magilligan to be greeted 
by Lt Col Kenn Hodgeson, CO 
8 RInsh. 

The b a d o n  is based at 
Drumadd Barracks in Annagh. 

From left are Pte Stephanis Willlams, Pte Clark Denton and Cpl Peter The toured a new 
Johnaton of 1 ~ p t  Sqn RLC attached to 1 BW In Belfast. mey formed museum at the r w e n t a l  
one of the youngest teams in the Northern Ireland driving competition depot at BaUymena. 

Salerno pardons p k  

~~ ~ 

~~~~ 

many aspects of fist aid. 
Twenty-six teams took part 

in an event which involved dri- 
ving over sand dunes and a skid 

Winners were the 1st Battal- 
ion, The Statfordshire Regi- 
ment B team. Last year’s 
winners, 26 Squadron Ru3, 
won the command mad safety A PARDON for three Durham 
quiz. LCpl Anne Marie Light Infan~y sergeants sa- 
Goodacre of 226 Ambd tenced to death in 1943 is called 
Sqn RAMC won the for in a new book on the largest 
the Competition awar 

SSgt Stwie Baird, 

U K  H O T L I N E  0 1 3 6 7  2 4 1 2 2 5  
( A L W A Y S  PLEASED TO C A L L  B A C K  TO SA.VE FOUR CHARGES) I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
SCE Ltd. FREEPOST, Faringdon Oxon SN7 5BR UK 

I1 .-. 4D reviews policy, 11 on homosexuals I1 

join unfadar units. In 
September 1943, rein- 
forcements Were 
needed at Salerno, 
where the beach-head 
was in danger of being 

C o n v a l e E i g h t h  
Atmy veterans and 

recdts  waiting to 

]OnI their units were Sgt Wally Innes, DLI. drawn 
camp in N o d  Africa. 
Not unnl they were half-way to 
Italy were they told they were to 
land at Salerno and ioin the 
46th Division. 

Mr David uses de-dassi6d 
mal papers and eye-wtness 
accounts to make a strong case 
against “one of thc greatest 
iniquities in the history of 
British military justice”. 

He condudes that the trial 
was a charade. Only after the 
intervenuon of the Adjutant 
General were the “draconisn” 
sentences suspended. Subs& 
auenrly, many f 

OVXIllIl. 

a transit sentenwd to death 

labowreim 

The men, many of 
than heKKs of ear- 
lier actions in Sicily, 
North Africa and 
Dunlrirk, were not 
released from 
demtion until after 
the war. But they 
remain stripped of 
their campaign and 
gallanfry m e a ,  
and were branded 
as cowards. 

Mr David illustrates how the 
fierce loyalties of the Durhams, 
Highlanders and several other 
unin were stronger than a fear 
of One death. Black Watch officer per- 

suaded 100 fmm his regment 
to In go an with open him. letter to de Secre- 

tary of State for Defence, Mr 
David calk on him to grant par- 
dons, thug releasing the s d v -  
mg mutineers and th& families 
from the torment they have suf- 

*MutlnyatSalemo,bySaul D a d .  
Brasssyr, hardbaok, fl9sS. 
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Flag to come down on QEMH Woolwich 
BUGLERS sounding The Last Post will by Cambridge Military Hospital, Aldershot. 
marktheclosure on September27of Queen in February. About 1,000 posts are to be 
Elizabeth Military Hospital, Woolwich. the lost, 75 per cent of them military. 
first of three major military hospitals in the Medical redundancies are due to be 
United Kingdom to shut down in the next announced on October 26. Up to 15 per cent 
six months. of the medical staff at QEMH Woolwich are 

In a ceremony to be attended by senior understood to have applied for voluntary 
medical officers and civic leaders, the keye redundancy. 
of OEMH will be handed over to the Green- Some Woolwich faculties are to be MO- 
wich Healthcare Trust by Brig Guy Ratcliffe, cated to Gosport, Hampshire, by April 1, 
last commanding officer of the hospital. when the Royal Naval Hospital at Haslarwill 

Th- Wnnlwirh clos~we “art of the Front become the core UK tri-Service hosoital. 

created in National Health Service hospitals 
in areas with significant numbers of troops 
and sald the changes would lead to greater 
integratlon between the Armed Forces and 
the NHS. 

0 The O w n  Elizabeth, completed In 
1978 on the slte of the former ShtUIYnel Bap 
racks, was Itrenthe result of a drewdown. It 
replaced the functlon of five militnry hospl. 
181s -the Millbank (London), the Royal Her- 
bert and the Mllltary Maternity Hospital 
(both Woolwichl. Colchester, and the Royal 

~~~~ ~ ~ - . .  .. 
Line First programme, will be followed by 
Wroughton before the end of the year and 

The Defence Costs Studyearlierthis year 
identified three regional military units to be 

inctorla(Netley)-leavlng theUKArmydth 
three, Aldershot, Catterlckand OEMH. 

- 

I Drivers 

Army m Northern Ire 
s takmg road safety s 
sly that Its annual drlvln 

II ~ =skills comoetition include< 
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Royal visit 
to Armagh 
THE DUK6 of York spent 
spent m r a l  hours with sd- 
dim of de 8th Battalion, The 
Royal Irish Regiment d w i q  a 
visit to Northem Ireland. 
Prince Andr@w> Colonel-in- 

Chief of the regiment was met 
by Lt Gen SLr Roger Wheeler, 
GOC Northem Ireland, and 
flew to Magilligan to be greeted 
by Lt Col Kenn Hodgeson, CO 
8 RInsh. 

The b a d o n  is based at 
Drumadd Barracks in Annagh. 

From left are Pte Stephanis Willlams, Pte Clark Denton and Cpl Peter The toured a new 
Johnaton of 1 ~ p t  Sqn RLC attached to 1 BW In Belfast. mey formed museum at the r w e n t a l  
one of the youngest teams in the Northern Ireland driving competition depot at BaUymena. 

Salerno pardons p k  

~~ ~ 

~~~~ 

many aspects of fist aid. 
Twenty-six teams took part 

in an event which involved dri- 
ving over sand dunes and a skid 

Winners were the 1st Battal- 
ion, The Statfordshire Regi- 
ment B team. Last year’s 
winners, 26 Squadron Ru3, 
won the command mad safety A PARDON for three Durham 
quiz. LCpl Anne Marie Light Infan~y sergeants sa- 
Goodacre of 226 Ambd tenced to death in 1943 is called 
Sqn RAMC won the for in a new book on the largest 
the Competition awar 

SSgt Stwie Baird, 

U K  H O T L I N E  0 1 3 6 7  2 4 1 2 2 5  
( A L W A Y S  PLEASED TO C A L L  B A C K  TO SA.VE FOUR CHARGES) I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
SCE Ltd. FREEPOST, Faringdon Oxon SN7 5BR UK 

I1 .-. 4D reviews policy, 11 on homosexuals I1 

join unfadar units. In 
September 1943, rein- 
forcements Were 
needed at Salerno, 
where the beach-head 
was in danger of being 

C o n v a l e E i g h t h  
Atmy veterans and 

recdts  waiting to 

]OnI their units were Sgt Wally Innes, DLI. drawn 
camp in N o d  Africa. 
Not unnl they were half-way to 
Italy were they told they were to 
land at Salerno and ioin the 
46th Division. 

Mr David uses de-dassi6d 
mal papers and eye-wtness 
accounts to make a strong case 
against “one of thc greatest 
iniquities in the history of 
British military justice”. 

He condudes that the trial 
was a charade. Only after the 
intervenuon of the Adjutant 
General were the “draconisn” 
sentences suspended. Subs& 
auenrly, many f 

OVXIllIl. 
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The men, many of 
than heKKs of ear- 
lier actions in Sicily, 
North Africa and 
Dunlrirk, were not 
released from 
demtion until after 
the war. But they 
remain stripped of 
their campaign and 
gallanfry m e a ,  
and were branded 
as cowards. 

Mr David illustrates how the 
fierce loyalties of the Durhams, 
Highlanders and several other 
unin were stronger than a fear 
of One death. Black Watch officer per- 

suaded 100 fmm his regment 
to In go an with open him. letter to de Secre- 

tary of State for Defence, Mr 
David calk on him to grant par- 
dons, thug releasing the s d v -  
mg mutineers and th& families 
from the torment they have suf- 
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I NEWS that Bosnian Serb 

By Laurla Manton 
RICK chimney topped by 

United Nation; flag 
ted the site chosen by 

of A Company, 1st 
Battalion, The Devonshire and 
Dorset Regiment to complete 
d ~ i r  preparations for action. 

In Brick Works Camp - 
on the site of a once- 

industry - Wamor 
fighting vehicles were 

p hear the Idtns, a cav- 
ernous maze of tunnels and 
wens which attracted the 

For days, British soldiers 
serving with Task Force Alpha 
bad prepared to secure a mute 
through Bosnian Serb posi- 
tions around Sarajevo. 

They were to be accompa- 
nied by AMX 10 light tanks 
from the 1st Cavalry Regiment 

French Foreign Legion. 
e objective was maximum 

,. 1 suece98, niinimum casualties. 

their part in the operation. 
Commanders pinned up 

maps and marked battle plans. 

, attention of troops. 

e, 

gathered to discuss 

m u c h - n e e d e d  -g 
Iwrurv." 

AVAE plus fawine being prepared to bridge gaps in the road during theTaak Force Alpha advance observauon teams .on Mount 
, .. Igman overlooking Sarajevo. 

light across the battlefield." sions available to them,:-&+ ;:,:;$, The observers were provided 
ning praise from the trobfls.. , . . :,.'by 19 Regiment RA, whose The 2iC of the infantry com- I the m p s  that they 

took no notice of a 
burst of macbine-gun 

The previous few 
days had tested the 
patience of the force. Aircraft involved in NATO's 105mm Light G u n s  had also 

been in action. Jets were 

an OP on the confrontation 
onh of Zavidovici saw a 
an Serb radar tower, one 

of several key points in 
area, destroyed in fronr 
them by NATO aircraft. A p 
of smoke over the target could 
be seen from BRITCAVBAT 
headquarters at.Zepce, 11 
miles away. 

On Momit Igman, a compa 
ny from the 1st Battalion, Th, 
Devonshire and Dorset Regi- 
ment exercised with French 
Foreign Another Legionnaires. element of the UN 

Rapid Reaction Fmc,  Britain's 
24 Airmobile Brigade, was also 
prrpsrine Soldiers for from operations. the 1at Battal- 

ion, The Royal Anglia Regi- 
ment manoeuvred with RAF 
Chmook and Puma mws. 

A number of recces haw 
taken place in Sector Soutl 
West, most notably by kq 
members of the 2nd Batdon,  
T h e  Light Manuy which is 
due to relieve 1 D and D nex- 
month (see Page 5).  

At Bugojno, the 1st Battal 
ion, The Royal Regiment of 
Fwiliers has taken over from 1 
RWF. 

It was anticipated that units 
from 1 RRF would be permit- 
ted by the Bosnian Muslim 
command to enter Doqi 
Vakuf, from which BosniPn 
Serb forces had been driven. I 

pany was, unusually, a cavalry BFBS reportr 
officer. Capt Rupert Alers- Young recorded " It m e d  for hours Op Deliberate Force roared 

and a damp, chill mist over the camp day and night. 
enveloped the camp. Sappers fitted mine-clearance 
Conversation inside 1 ploughs CO their armoured 

vehicles and general purpose 
machine-guns to nurers. 

agmst canvas. ' p! Bridee-laven and AVREs in 

tire h m  a nearby 
Bosnien Army post. 

Command vehicles 
formed a cruciform, 
wthin whch the bat- W Jon wawon. the tents was d & d t  
talion's key personnel IMdmmnym- as rain hammered 
interpreted the overall mander 

1 

I 

LCpi Alun Davha, 4 Fd Sqn RE, 
ppara8todragmlnasfromthe 
path of advancing hoop. plan. Helicopters clattered to 

and from Rapid Reaction 
Force Operations StaEHQ. 

A Company, commanded by 
Maj Jon Watson, was tasked 
with leading the operation. 
The unit had just swapped 
duties on Mount Igman with 
another D and D comuanv. 

Although most of the camp 
bad been surfaced with hard- 
core which drained away the 
worst of the rain, parts of the 
camp were boggy. 

As the weather improved, 
washing lines, imptwised from 
"cam" poles and bungee 
suaus, m m  UD. 

UN Ate-were  repainted in 
otandard British Army green 
and black camoutlage. 

The 31 Squadron AVREs 
took on fasdnes, rolls of class 
60 matting and a 'dozer blade 
or mine plough. 

As A Coy wsited at Kiseljak, 
1 D and D's two other compa- 
lies stood by elsewhere. 

At Vitez, C Coy were on a 
state of readiness, while B 

deployed on Mount 
, protected the 19 Regi- 

105mm Light Guns 

I 

: 

which had been pot 

positions around Sarajevo. 
When a BSA koanr  team 

was seen prrpating to fire? two 
F m c h  snipers used .50 calibre 
rines to deal with it. The 
3Omm W d e n  cannon of a B 
Company Warrior destroyed 
&e weauon. 

_. Bosnian Serb Army 

~, h .  

: i*.i ..I ,> . ,,,. .... i.: ?.' 
Troops were briefnl on the.6ne 
detail. , ,. e 

mfB" - MoD-speak for 
reters - practised their 

'We intend to pass your 
I checkpoint", "Do not obstruct 
. us" and "Put down your 

., - - .~  __.=_ --.A weapons or we will open fire" 
3ary Herben and Pte were just tbree of the firm 
' Pomeroy did wonders smtements being prepared for 

Kith the limited range of urovi- translation. 

lines. 

1 
Royal Engineers' combat 

engineer tractors (CETs) 
threw up a protective berm 
around the base. Gaps were 
sealed by coils of razor wire - . -  _ _  
and guarded by soldiers. "Since transferring here, we The scream of engines and 

the distinctive rattling squeal 
of tank tracks announced the 
anival of 31 Atmoured Engi- 
neer Squadmn RE, one of sev- 
eral Britisb units blistered on 

the task force. No one 
led as the lumbering 
dge-layers and Armoured 
ucles Royal Engineers 

, 7RE) wereparked. 
Cpl Gary H m y ,  looking 

after the A Coy armoured 
ambulances, recognised a pho- 
tograph of his grandfather, 
who fought with the Chindits 
in Burma, in one of Sddrer's VJ 
issues. 

E x m  medics arrived to rein- 
force the 1 D and D regimental 
aid post, and a medrcal evam- 
tion chain was set up. 

The post was manned by 
medical officer Capt Clare 
Albon and a aoop from the 
Force Medical Squadron. 
Based on 3 Armoured Field 
Ambulance. They had earlier 
provided cover to gunners of 

1 
i 

Pallets of mortar ammuni- 
tion were moved around Brick 
Workn Camp by fork lift truck. 

Capt Nick Banon, in com- 
mand of a 40-strong platoon- 
equipped with 81mm mortars 
mounted in FV 432 armoured 
~ W ~ ~ n n e l  c k e r s ,  said he had 
five mortar tuba at his dispos- 
al; "Each can fire high explb- 
sive, white phosphorous smoke 
or illuminpron munds which 
thmw 400,000 candle power 

ospt Clare Albon RAMC (fourth from left, front) wlth medical p 
nel from the Force Wlcal Squadron. Sakibr8 ol2 Platoon, A Company, 1 D and D, go Ovw the details of their part In the operstlon plan 
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LCpl Lyndon Webb 
checks that the Royal 
Standard IS in order 
before taking a VIP (Very 
Important Passenger) on board. A driver with 26 
Transport Squadron RLC, Lyndon was handed the 
keys of a custm-built Land Rover to drive the Duke of 
York past thous nds of veterans during the VJ Day 
ceremonies in $rihern Ireland. "It was nerve-racking, 
but His Royal Highness appeared to enjoy it," he said. 

Iiding 
iiah 
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a-. “It is brilliant, it is 
British and it is five years ahead 
of anything else,” said Tim 
Wilson, a former battery com- 
mander of 22 Locating Bat- 
tery, RA. 

His last appointments with 
the Director Royal Artillery 
were to establish what equip- 
ment waa available and work 
become the project develop- 
ment officer. 

“I have been a locator for 11 
yenrs and this is the best bit of 
!=it I have ever seen,” he said. 

“If you want to stop somebody 
shellingyou, thefirstthingisto 
find out where it came k m .  
Crater analysis can give a bear- 
ing, but not a location.” 

While he was at Tomislav- 
grad, there was a bombard- 
ment  of more than  120 
152mm shells in three hours. It 
took three days to find where 
the Bbells came from, he said. 

Acoustic detection was 
examined in the early 1980s 
but w88 abandoned as having 
no potential. Only Roke 

Manor Research in Hampshire 
continued working on the 
problem and was the obvious 
choice when an urgent opera- 
t i ona l  r equ i r emen t  was 
announced by the Ministry of 
Defence. 

In six months the project 
moved from theory and 
demonstrator to a trial in 
November 1994. By Janumy 
this yutr the equipment was in 
Bosnia. 
Bdr Wawe BraQley, part of 

the Royal Artillery Export 

P 

“New power steering vastly 

21 Battery, lance requirements. fatigue,” he said. 
“Soldiers will also notice the 

the bole contenders to replace capahility.” 
the British Army‘s Beet of Drivers from the the 3rd 
quarter- and three-quarter ton Banalion, Tbe Royal Gurkha 

very good for the 

Developed &er exhaustive ian firm and he had chosen battle.” 
consultations and trials, they 
have passed the Ministry of 

Land Rwer before continuing 
with his officers’ long aeronau- .. 

At the start of the demon- 
stration of nearly 60 vehicles, 



2 PARAS RETURN MARKS END OF LONG-RUNNIING REGIMENTAL 

- 
I -  

Ptes Steve Coope 
Michael Beynow keep guard 

. . ._ _. . - . _. - 
Sgt Paul Ellis sharpens D Company's NBC drills by Provost Sgt Bar Kenny and Cpl Karl Mitchell 

Back home 
. .  

better 
tour his men achieved more Roberr Spikins, who was run 
than he would have believed down by a joy rider. 

LCpl Ned Kelly was serious- possible. It was a source of sat- 
ly injured in a terrorist attack isfaction to him, because hP 
while patrolling the Wood- well knows the adjustmen 

necessary when assuming i bournc area before the cease- 
firr, and inspired B Company new role. 
and the rest of the battalion by During the Falklands' War hl 
his dcterminarion to recover. was signals o5cer for the bat- 
He made several return visits talion, which had returned 
to Palace. from a two-year resident tour 

Following the cease-fire. 2 I ofBaUyMerin March 1981. 

AFTER two years as the resi- 
dent battalion in Belfast, the 
2nd Battalion, The Parachute 
Regiment has landed on its feet 
back in Aldershot. 

The peace dividend allowed 
the Paras to concentrate on 
training, with the result that 
they have honed skills they 
could not otherwise have prac- 
tised in Northern Ireland. 

They are now quickly and 
easily switching back to their 
traditional 5 Airborne Brigade 
role. 

Despite the battalion's recent 
emphasis on skills and adven- 
turous training, its four com- 
panies were still ready when 
required. That flexibility was 
apparent during the Province's 
marching season this summer 
when tensions rose, leading to 
several riots. Soldiers just back 
from exercising with 1 Para 
were ready for operations 
within an hour. 

The 2 Para tour at Palace 
Barracks, Holpood, ended a 
presence there of six-and-a- 
half years for The Parachute 
Regiment's three battalions, 
probably the longest continu- 
ous service for any British regi- 
ment in Northern Ireland. The 

3rd Battalion deployed to 
Belfast in February 1989, was 
replaced by 1 Para in January 
1991, and 2 Para took over in 
June 1993. 

At the same time, the regi- 
ment deployed for roulrment 
in many other locations, from 
Ballykinler to Fermanagh and 
most points in between. 

The 2nd Battalion itself has 
completed 12 tours in the 
Province, four of them as a resi- 
dent battalion. Having served 
duringthe height ofthe terrorist 
activities, the battalion had a 
year of changed priorities fol- 
lowing the cease-fire announce- 
ment on August 31, 1994. 

And that was as unusual as 
the long, warm summcr of 
clear, sunny skies, said Pte 
Robert Marshall. 

The Army's commitment to 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
at Woodbourne ceased at the 
end of November, the police 
carrying out their duties without 
escorts from Palace Barracks for 
the first time in five years. 

Since then attachments have 
reduced drastically, though 
deDlovments to the 

I 

"We had a lot of work to do 
r e m  to Aldershot to build 
up for the South Atlantic," 

Para was able to enjoy the 
remainder of its tour in a more 
relaxed atmosphere. 

There were superb training 
opportunities, companies par- 
ticipating in exercises which 
would typically involve a low- 
level drop on the mainland, 
followed by a week's exercise. 

Before returning to Aldershot 
$%e battalion had already con- 
Wted  to the new low-level 
parachute, and was well on its 
way to being fully operational. 

This was also true of Support 
Oxupany, probably the first 
such company to return from a 
residential tour trained, ready 
and raring to go. 

The commanding officer, Lt 

said that in the last 
seven months of the 

'One must he careful about 
oladng the Northern Ire- 

erience to other the- 
o not believe that 
soldiers here u a i n s  
anything else than 

much more to do witl 
h ethos of training flex- 

. ,  Col David Benest, the ability to adapt to 
cular circumstances when 

Finds made by 2 0 mm t0 nextpga 
Maze continued. 

'4 .. . . 

Lt Col David Benest, 
Commanding Officer 

Para before thc cease-fire 
included weapons, ammuni- 
tivn and explosives, a 1,1301b 
bomb, and a suspected terrur- 
ist discvvered at one end of n 
command wire. 

Quick action by Cpl Stacey 
after a shooting incident in the 
New Lodge area led to the 
arrest of two suspected terror- 
ists, for which he was men- 
tioned in despatches. 

The regiment lost four sol- 
diers killed, including Pte 

Suppon Company bid farewell to the clock tower 
15 







Stepping in where 
civvies fear to tread The Military Works Force 

has had a team in Bosnia 
from the UUtSCt.  

A full STRE deployed 
with the Cheshires’ batral- 
ion group to arrange con- 
tracts to repair facilities In 
Split, design and supervise 
construction of camps, help 
classify bridges on the 
supply routes and advise on 
construction of fortifica- 
tions. 

Since then, a reduced 
team has remained in the 
country to assist with devcl- 
opmrnt and maintenance of 
those facilities. 

A small iMWF team in 
Rwanda was involved in 
Op Cahricl from the hegin- 
ning, providing technical 
advice to 9 Parachute 
Squadron who supported 
the operation directly. 

The team also assisted 
the rebuilding of the Rwan- 
dan infrastructure and 
helped charitable organisa- 
tions. 

During the Falklands 
conilict, the fvrcr had a 
small team based in Ascen- 
sion Island, to design and 
supervise works connected 
with the task of reorganising 
stores hurriedly shipped 
from the UK. 

Another team, in San 
Carlos, was mainly rrspon- 
sihle for ship-to-shore fuel 
transfer, vital to helicoprer 
and Harrier operations. 

team was responsible for 
the design and supervision 
of a 50km fuel pipeline to 
supply the Army. 

After the war, a team 
moved from Saudi Arabia 
to Kuwait to help re-estah- 
lish essential services dam- 
aged by the Iraqis. 

In peacetime, the MWF 
conducts trials, such as thc 
assessment of the protec- 
tion provided by bastion 
shelters constructed in 
Bosnia, and undertakes 
studies. 

These have included 
seismic shock resistance 
calculations and water 
mains leakage surveys in 
various Service facilities in 
Cyprus. 

Energy surveys have also 
been carried out, to give 
commanders an indication 
of a range of measures 
which could be introduced 
to reduce their costs. 

Another study covered 
options and guidelines to be 
used when deciding how 
bcst to provide accammo- 
dation for Services in the 
field. 

Operations carried out for 
the Home Ofice include 
design for the construction 
oftemporary prisms in mil- 
itary training camps and 
other projects, where securi- 
ty  and sensitivity have pre- 
vented the use of civilian 
contractors. 

Until 1959, the Corps of 
Royal Engineers was 
responslble for all works 
aervlcas tor the Army, 
although much of the work 
was carried out by clvlllan 
labour wlth RE supervlslon. 

Responsibllky for works 
services transferred to the 
Minlstry of Public Bulldlngs 
and Works (later to become 
the Property Services 
Agency) that year. 

However, the Corps 
retelned responslblllty for 
works In areas where, uau- 

ally hecause of hostlle 
action, the civllian organi- 
sation was unable to oper- 
ate. 

Followlng experlence In 
Borneo and Saudl Arabia, it 
was decided to form spa 
clallst units which could 
plan and organise works 
throughout the world. 

In 1978, these units were 
brought together as the MII- 
itary Works Force, based at 
Barton Stacey, Winchester, 
untll movlng to Chllwell in 
1986. 

i l  
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Carrying out a water leakage survey in Episkopi, Cyprus, ear- 
lier this year was SSgt John Currie (Clk Wks M), attached to 
524 STRE (Wks) from 527 STRE (Wks) 

At the end of hostilities, a 
larger team ~ which aubse- 
quently grew to a full CRE 
commanded by a lieutenant 
colonel and remained for 
two years ~ was set up a t  
Port Stanley. 

They provided support 
for rcstoration of essential 
services. airfield repair and 
planning of accommoda- 
r i m  for the future garrison. 

Since then, the MW’F has 
had regular tasks to improve 
and maintain the infrastruc- 
tllrr. 

I n  t h e  G u l f  W a r ,  
Chilwell deployed a CRE 
with two works STREs and 
an STRE (BP), enhanced 
by technical elements nf 
other engineer units. 

One team, based in AI 
Jubayl, was mainly respon- 
sible for civilian contracts tn  
develvp the administratirr 
area, and another deployed 
with the forward Army ele- 
ments to help with water 
supply and mute mainte- 
nance. 

The Bulk Petruleum 

, L 

0 From PQW 23 In war, or on operations. 
each STRE (Wks) - c 

Both 62 and 64 CRE have a manded bv majors who 
om- 
are 

small headquarters, two works chartered e&ineers -takes its 
specialist teams, a drawing share of the drawing office, 
office (now handling almost survey department, materials 
exclusively computer-aided laboratory and drivers. 
draughting) and a survey “We prepare and train for 
department equipped with our role in two ways which are 
state-of-the-art instruments. not dissimilar to militarv train- - 

I ~~~~~~ 

A military plant foreman ing, that is individual and col- 
advises on the capability and lective training,” said Maj 
employment of construction Bayliss. 
plant. “Individually, all of the Reg- 

Additional teams - each with ular commission officers have 
a particular specialisation -are qualified in their speciality on 
attached to both CREs: a long courses which include a 
Water Development Team civilian attachment, and are 
(521 STRE) for 62 CRE and a intended to lead to chartered 
Bulk Petroleum Team, 516 status in an appropriate engi- 
STRE, for 64. neering institution.’ 

If necessary, both could split Senior NCOs in MWF are 
in two to give each CRE a min- clerks of works who are experi- 
imum capability. enced tradesmen who have 

The water develop- been given additional 
ment STRE is capable training in the design 
of providing a full ser- and supervision of 
vice to develop under- work;, and are highly 
ground water sources. qualified technicians. 

It has been utilised Within MWF, this 
(by all three Services) training is confirmed 
by several camps in the by collective training, 
UK, as well as in achieved by taking on 
Bosnia, where wells a wide variety of pro- 

jects for any Service or 
ensure Secure water MWF, Chllwell government client. 
supply for all British “In general, the 
camps and some other nation- tasks are selected for their 
alities. training value, although costs 

The hulk petroleum CRE andor time savings sometimes 
provides a design, supervision influence the decision,” Maj 
and limited construction capa- Bayliss said. 
bility. Few military operations take 

Top picture - Cpl Alex 
Ashworth makes calcula- 
tions in the Military Works 
Force soils laboratory 

I Paving the way for the rest of the Army1 
Lefi - A worldwide source 
of information for sap- 
pers: MWF‘s library, with I librarian Judith Seaman 

“I AM delighted that our 
teams are contributing to work 
which is improving the training 
of the rest of the Army,” said 
CUI ‘Mike Foster, Commander 
Military Works Force. 

On top of an already busy 
schedulc, h a c  and overseas, 
mrmhcrs of the force had been 
involved, among other pro- 
jccts, in constructing roads on 
Salisbury Plain and developing 
and building adaptable demo- 
lition training bridges for sap- 
pers at Minley and Tidworth, 
he explained. 

Col Foster, who served an 
earhcr stint at Chilwell as com- 
mander of one of the STREs 
before returning in 1993 after 
a period with SHAPE, agrees 
with Maj Tnny Bayliss, SO2 

he used to help the Hon 
Office or Foreign Office. 

“The work so closely mirrors 
the  problems we might 
rncvunter in war that it should 
be considered as valuable 
training.” 

On operational deploy- 
ments, he added, one did not 
know what to expect. 

“You deal with what you 
find, and work out which solu- 
tion can be adoptcd.” 

Next year, Military Works 
Force members are due to be 
involved in three-month 
squadron Construction exercis- 
es in Belize and Kenya. 

“Overseas exercises a r e  
invaluable for thc men, and it is 
vital we keep them.” said Col 
Foster. 
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aspect of the Nottingham 
organisation’s versatility. 

In Kenya, for example, Mili- 
tary Works Force designed the 
structure of a new workshop 
and supervised its construc- 
tion by a local work force. 

A series of development pro- 
jects at the UK training areas 
was also masterminded by 
MWF, which provided the 
project management function 
and design, with other sapper 
units providing the work force. 

These included a grenade 
range constructed by 53 Fd 
Sqn at Warcop and an emer- 

place without MWF’s input, so 
the force is “constantly being 
tested” by operational deploy- 
ments, he added. 

Chilwell also provides a civil, 
mechanical and electrical 
design service, normally in 
support of RE unit training 
exercises in, for example, 
Canada, Norway or Belize, or 
in support of real tasks such as 
construction of a desalination 
facility in Cyprus or replace- 
ment of a burnt-out accommo- 
dation faciiity in the Falklands. 

A project management ser- 
vice in various forms is another 

grncy shelter designed to 
blend in with the local mviron- 
men1 - built by 20 Fd Sqn at 
Fcldom Defensive Position at 
Cattcrick Infantry Training 
Centre. 

The emblem of the Military 
Works Force is a Martello 
Tower, a sturdily-built histori- 

Highly appropriate for a 
bndy which, for as long as 
there is a need far rnginecring 
professionals, both at hams 

! and overscas, should continue 
m qo from strength to 

i 

! cal fortification. 

_.I. 

Col Mike Foster, Commander 
Military Works Force 

Plans a t  HQ MWF, char assist- 
ing with disaster relief in the 
UK and overseas is a logical 
area in which the force should 



& RESETTLEMENT- 

Add it io n al 
visits for 
children 
approved 
EXTRA schaol children's 
visits (SCVs) have been 
san&ned because more 
Service parents are being 
deploying abroad on oper- 
alionaitours. 

me MOD mncegsion to 
illcrease SCVs for OCCB- 
slons other than the three 
main school holidays was 
agreed on the basis mat an 
increasing number of oper- 
atlonal, unaccompanied 
tours requires a more Rexi- 
bleappfomh. 

It follows demands on 
the ~ n n y  to take on mom 
UN peaoekeeping duties. 
Recent examples include 
Angola, Rwanda and, of 
course, k n i a .  

Newgui&llneswillal~ 
parent children before to see an a service opera- 

tionai deployment. 
Under the new arrange 

ments, commands may 
authorise SCVsto betaken 
for half-tem visits where 
operalional or other excep 
tlonai ClrcumsIences apply. 

me overall entitlement 
remains at three v k i i  
during each school term. 
I i m i i  to one vi& per 
school term. 

Not the end of t L  I:--: for DIYSO iW m 
THE LATEST bulletin from 
the Jdni Housing 
Advice Oflice at Wlton 
indudee the news that 
they have been ta!d there 
will be no separate funding 
for the Sew& Do it Your- 
self Shared Ownership 
scheme for the financial 
year 1985-96. 

1s this the end of the line 
for DIYSO? 

Not a bit of it. Service 
familiss may apply to the 
national scheme, ahhough 
they will be competing with 
dvilien families. 

This isn't as *it as it 
appears. It is possible to 
get on the scheme; those 
who have have nothing but 
gwd to say about it 
am'rding to In Housing, 
the JSHAO magezine. 

This is a gmd publlca- 
tion to get hold of. The 
1995 edition is the third 
and includes an article 
from the Defence Housing 
Executiie (DHE) explain- 
ing a little of its philosophy. 

The JSHAO seems to 
be going fmn strength to 
strength. In his intmduc- 
tion. Cdr Bob C r i b  high- 
lights the Wie's 
increasing involvement in 
the work of the Tri-Service 
Resettlement Organisa- 
tion's brieflng programme 
at home and abroad. But 

whatofDIYSO?Whetisit 1 = 
and how does ii work? 

I Shared ownmhip is a 
viable alternative for t h w  
who may rmi be able to 
afford to buy a house out- 
right. In essenca, the own- 
ership of a prqmty is 
shared belvveen a housing i 
corporation and the indi- 
vidual. 

Usually the corporatian 
builds hWsm and offers 
the buyers a propotion of 
the ownership so that they 
buy part of the equity and 
pay rent on the balance. At 
various intervals the 
buyers can purchase a 
bigger percentage of the 
equity with the ultimate 
aim of outright purchase. 

The beauty of ' DIY 
shared ownership is that 
the prospective buyer can 
find a property and ask the 
housing corporation to 
help buy t. For Service 
families this is a real bonus 
as it gives them an eie 
ment of control over where 
they can settle after they 
leave the Serv'w. 

If you need housing 
information I really do urge 
you to get in twch with the 
team at the JSHAO at OM 
Sarum. Whenever I con- 
kact them they are unfail- 
ingly helpful and kind and 
no question is deemed too 

oyer the future use of its 
housing stock. I think, in 
identifying this point. Kimty 
has hitthenailonthehaad. 

More and more I hear 
from wlves w m e d  at 
the apparent disintegrah 
of a feelhg of mhesion. 
Any suggegtion that how- 
iIlgmlghtbehivedOffand 
dealt with on pur@ CMR 
merdal tsm Mwld m881 
withastonyreoeption. 

There are factws in Ser- 
vice Me that would, and do, 
bsfRe civUlan familles. The 
~ ~ o f ~ ~ i n  
and our of a house contin. 
u88 to be athom in the side 
of many harassed women. 
How many- and I indude 
myself in this -can daim to 
have marched out of a 

marched in (In w r  
absence) to wimt we 
regard as a mffy and ill- 
prepared quarter? 

As someone saM to me 
recenUy, where do all the 
clinically dean quarters 
go? What happens to them 
after webe left? I twice took 
over quarters where the 
workman had moved in the 
day after the last occu- 
pants left. 

Did fag ends in the Im 
andtheodddkardedbeer 
M e  reaiiy consUluie a 
heaiih hazard? The FAW is 

spdless house only to be 

pressing the DHE to con- 
sider ma@ changes to 
help the s9aUon. They 
want spouses to be wel- 
come at m@ing in and 
out and to have the p e r  
to act as proxy-il the Ser- 
via, partner is away on 
duty. 

Sexist it may be, but it 
has to be admiaed - by 
men - that women who 
areanterqualWedtojudge maintaii and run the home 

whether it isdean or not. 
The FAW also wants 

"back to back" moving in 
and w t  of occupsms to be 
avoided. I'm not too sure 
about this. It would only 

in service wives' 
favour if their third suggee 
tian is adopted. mat ~ y l -  
W o n  is that, a more 
sensible polioy be sdopted 
if it is la\own Ub q&ier is 
to be upgraded betore the 
next family is moved in. 

I would like to seaare& 
ical change in the 
approach to chning quar- 
ters. It may m m  like a little 
thing, but if you've never 
taken a mtton bud to the 
locks of doors and tied all 
theplsof thecmiw up in 
cleaning a Medr RUM pl- to bag ensure of 

near surgical cleanllness, 
you're not in a posllion to 
understand. 

Ifthe providonofM@is 
to be privatised, why not 
the cleaning of them as 
well? In a recent survey a 
lage number of WEVes sa!d 
they W n t  mind paying 
asmailarountofmoneyto 
have the quarter deaned. 

When I left Germany a 
few years ago there was a 
thriving business in con- 
tractdeaners. 

While we're changing 
the business of macaging 
wr housing stock why not 
gotowhoiehog? 

The FAW does have the 
ear of the DHE. il you have 
views on theMure of hous 
lng p~ovision. let them 
know. 
Yw mht drop them a 

Hnewhenywvdeonthe 
change Federation$ of name-see pmpased your 

Amy whres Jannal for 
details. Two WeS. the Fsd- 
eration Of Amy wives and 
FBmihssortheAnnyFami- 
lies' Federation, have been 
suggested. 

BoMadmw%gearni!- 
itary wmmunity which now 
includes single mothers 
andmslespouses. 

0 c U l R o b . r b p ~  
Coun(rrpolnton BFBS 
radl0. WMe to her at 
BFES, BFPO 11)8; or do 
somw 

K 

i 

/ /  

GHy or trivial to be dean 
With. 

Meanwhile, the Federa- 
tion of Army Wives contin- 
ues to keep a watching 
brief on housing for Service 
families. In the Ietest edi- 
tion of the Amy Wwes 
Jwma/, hwsing represen- 
taiive Kirsty Dudin sounds 
a note of caution. While 
acknowledging the march 
of privatisation, she says 
that it might be sensible, 
financially, to move more 
gradually in that diredon. 

But it Mwld not, she 
says, bein the best inter& 
of Servb families if, by 80 
doing, MOD lost all control 

out to play 
EVERY year the familiar plumed hel- 
mets and cuirasses of the Household 
Cavalry disappear for a month from 
the front of Horse Guards to be 
replaced by the busbies and frogged 
tunics of The b g ' s  Troop RHA, 
writss Bob Higson. 

This is the outward sign of the 
m u d  migration of the horses and 
men of the Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment from central 
London to the Norfolk countryside; a 
h e  when city streets and the restric- 
ions o f  ceremonial duties are 
*eplaced by open fields and a sense of 
kedom. 

low-key training in equitation skill$ 
they progressed to handy huntei 
courses, dressage, show jumping and 

High point of the annual camp is 
the open day: this year's attracted 
nearly 4,000 spectators who werr 
entertained to seven hours of show 
jumping, mounted football, musical 
rides, obstacle course races and 
mounted music. 

This year for the first time a dozen 
youngsters from Essex and London 
joined the Bodney party for work 
experience which included helping 
the soldiers to muck out, set up jumps 
and harness the horses. There was 
even a chance for them to learn to 
ride. 

At least one expressed a wish to join 

All too soon the camp was over and 
the horses were re-adjusting to the 
more sedate pace ofcity life. 

ridin& out. 

Men and homes relish the chance of 
iome real equitation. They gallop - an 
ictivity forbidden on daily exercises in 
Hyde Park - they jump and they ride 
xoss-counfry. the Household Cavalry. 

They even go, troop by troop, to the 
qorfolk seaside, where the horses are 
iivided among those who want to 
iWim and those who feel rhat 
iipping a hoof in the water is 
luite sufficient. 

Their holiday home is at 
Bodney Camo, near Watton on 
he  Standford uaining area. 
Iknpornry stables o&r the 
>ccupants a more interesting 
liew of the world than the blank 
walls they face in Hyde Park 
kuracks. 

About 200 horses and 350 
nen went on their "hols" this 
rear. From an intial week of Horae Hma: HdWy horns trmn ham, at 6- 

Holiday charity 
needs helpers 

Jacko's on his way 
for Write reasons . .. 

A CHARITY which pm- 
vides quali i holidays for 
people with severe physi- 
cal disabiliies - including 

LSGT Maurice Jackson, of exchange, between Kelford horizons and motivating 
the 1st Battalion. Irish School. Rotherham ~ I W  themtoimproveMirm- 
Guards, is on the run . . . for Lisanaliv SChool, Armagh. munications skills. The 
Wnie Away. 

Currently serving in 
Northem Ireiana., Jacko 
took part in the Lisbum hail 
memthon and hopes to 
reise E1.000 for the charity. 

Write Away is a pen- 
friend duo for children and 

ex-service personnel - Is 
appealing for volunteers. 

The Winged Fellowship 
Trust wants to hear from 
personnel with leave to 
spare, or who lniend to quR 
the Services for a career in 
the canng professions. 

Teams of 25 or more vol- 
unteers and permanent 
staff are required for spells 
of one and two week at hol- 
iday centres in Hampshire, 
Surrey, Chigweii, Essex, 
Nottingham and Swthpm, 
Lam. 

Accommodation and 
food are p r o m  free. Vol- 
unteers must be over 16. 

If you can help, write or 
telephone the Votunteers 
Department WFT Angel 
House, 20 Pentonville 
Road, London N I  9XD 
(0171 8332594). 

Nine- children t;om 
Rdflerham are to visit 
Northern Ireland to meet 
and spend time with their 
penhiends. 

Write Away has more 
than 4,000 members who 
mmnd using Drint. 

charily also ananges for 
the children to meet. 

The class-match project 
enables students with 
learning ditfiuliles to make 
new friends through a pint 
class letter. 

Since featuring In Wdier 
in July, Write Away has had 
a number of approaches on 
behalf of miliary chlldren. It 
covers all aspects of spe- 
cial needs, from dyslexia 
and asthma to the visually 
and hearing impared, phys- 
ically disabled and other 
learning diffkxities. 

Anyone wanting to sup 
port LSgt Jackson, or find 
out more about the charity, 
should contact Write Away, 
29 Crawford Street, 
bndon WIH IPL (tei 0171 
724 0878, fax 0171 723 
5277). 

! 
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4 young peopre with special casseite or braille- ' 

needs. LSgt Jackem's Penfriends are arranged 
, sponsorship money will go between children wRh 

towards financing the char- learning diffiiuities or dis- 
itY.8 first class-match abilities, widening their - 

ry .Mvice Is avail* 
from Lloyds Bmk pk 
Cox'a and Klng'e, PO 
Box I IW,  w Mall, 
LondonSWiV5NA 
[01713B95162or 
FnephorvOBOO 
317053) and Holts Sar- 
vlma Agency LM, 
L m r k  HOUSE. Vktoda 
Road, Fmbwough, 
HmteGU147NR 
[OIWZ 521975). 

Mal RonaM Mowy nc 
(right) &M. a B r b h  
Safety Cwndl'a Diploma 

an awards a n m o n y  In 
the wax Chnndlen' Hall, 
eentatlon London. Maklng is Jamu the Qa, prr 

dlmdor general of the 
6%. MaJ Moody was ono 
01 a8 d e t y  prohulon- 
ab who nahred dlpb 
mas, having s u w l l y  

In Srrtny MaMgemalll at 
I tlon exam noognkad all 

OVWthEWOM.  
g r m m  The BSC *- dlploma w=- pro- 

USE In techniquea used to 
P- P-Ph Propnty 
and materlal and finan- 
cial msourcea. R Isaw -- WMPed to 
make hug. mavlngs for 
thelr oganisanons and 
companko. 
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I Open a new chapter 1 
A NEW franchise selling children's books to independent 
retailers has been launched 

Called Spellbound Publications, the franchise sup 
phes quality books and related.merchandise for children 
up to 12 years old, a group that makes up about 17 per 
cent of the populatbn The company's prospectus is 

t 



Charity’ that riiiid 1- - 

‘Inside’ story A warm, SUMY day early in Follovnng a discussion with 
Gen Su John Dd1, then Clnef of 
the Imoerial General Staff. Lt Col 

June 1940 the butler opened the 
door of a large London house to 
admit a stockily-built gentleman 
dressed in a well-cut blue suit and 
carrying an attache case. 

“The Charity Committee meet- 
ing is being held here, I believe?” 
asked the caller. “That’s right, sir, 
please come in,” replied the 
butler, and led the way to the spa- 
cious drawing room where already 
half a dozen other men and a tall, 
dark-haired girl had gathered to 
attend the first meeting of the 
Charity Committee. 

’ !  The door closed behind the 
butler, who went on his way, won- 
dering perhaps why so many 
healthy-looking men should be 
more interested in a charity meet- 
ing than digging anti-tank ditches 
round London, or helping to man 

line to guard against the 
g German invasion. 

e been able to look inside 
that drawing room he would have 
found the answer. He would have 

n the girl, daughter of a British 
assador, in whose home the 
ing was being held, produce 
tebook and pencil and pre- 
to rake down notes of all that 

e would have seen the man 
the blue suit open his 

attach6 case, take out some 
sheets ofpaper, and begin pro- 

~ pounding his views not on a 
1 charity but on the formation of 

a new amphibious guerrilla 
! band and his plans for the &ut 

‘ i  Commando raid8 on occupied 
Eurooe. 

k. 
L 

.~ , 

So &ote staffwriter John Grove 
in August 1945, revealing to Sol- 
dier readers, and the world, the 
&ide story of the British Army’s 

“T.., -..-..., _-.......- ...”...... a .- ..”.-, . _..-.-, _.- _, 
DUdly W Ciark to the butler. ThIS dnwlrlg, flnt pUbilahed In A1 
1845, wa8 by SoM/nrstatf illualrstor Cpl Eric Earnshaw, 5th Bmi 
The Royal Berkshire Regiment “IrregUlarS”. 

The man in the blue suit was Lt 
Col Dudlev W Clarke. entrusted 
with the formation 0; the Commandos 
immediately after the repeat from 
Dunkirk. 

The ”Charity Committee” gathenng 
WB* in fact, the first of a series of planning 
mi which culminated in daring raids 
ac ie Channel, raids to keep German 
mops stationed along the North Sea at a 
high state of nervous tension. 

The raids also, as Grove wrote: * . . . gave 
heart to every man, woman and child m 
our l-hguered little island at a time when 
th’ of Britain huns bv a thread - a 

legend, but it was So&, and John Grove, 
who first told the story of the formation of 
the Commandos, a “&in scYeen of offence 
while the British Army was licking its 
wounds, re-equipping, and tralning for the 
evenmal all-out assault. . .” 

Most things have small, apparently 
insignificant beeinniogs, and so it was that 
a few notes pencilled on a sheet of paper in 
a London flat gave rise to the birth of this 
force, which within a fortnight of its con- 
ception carried out a small raid on the 
enemv-occuoied coast of France. 

th 

Clarkh had thought hard about 
how the British Army, forced out 
of France and deprived of much 
of its weaponry and equipment, 
could recapture the offensive 
spirit vital to building a new army. 

Drawing on his own experi- 
ence of the stabbing “mosquito” 
tactics carried out by guerrilla 
bands on the North-West Frontier 
and in Palestine, and what he had 
read of the Boer irregulars who 
had so embarrassed the might of 
Victoria’s army during the South 
African war, he laid plans for an 
amohibious force capable of 

;sing the Germans. 
:lark analysed the guerrilla 

campaigns, adapting them to suit 
the British soldier. His aim was to 
combine the essentials of the 
irregular bands with the superior 
training, equipment and intelli- 

of how the 
British Army’s 
Commandos 
were formed 
first appeared 
in Soldier 

I : of modem troops. 
[is Commandos would have 
ale cliffs like a Pathan, live 
)ut support like a Boer and 
)pear like an Arab before he 
1 be pinned down by the 
lY. 
asic units of 50, led by three 
r s  who had the right to 

choose and dismiss their men 
without question, were to be 
based on seaside towns. Each unit 
had to include an irregular naval 
element, and all the men had the 
right to return to their own regi- 

I 

themselves on a daily allowance. 
They were to start free of all the 
conventions of a traditional corps, 
and team spirit was to go by the 
board. 
Every man would have to 

m on by himself when in ,. 
action, kgarmesi of the fate of hia 
Wendand neighbour- “Always attack, 
never defcnd; run to 5ght another 
day”, waa the new watchword. 

Clarke showed his notes to Dill, who sent 
h e m  to the Prime Minister. Two days later 
Clarke was oKlered to organise hs “Special 
Service’’ troops, to set up a section in the 
War Oi%ce, and to carry out a raid as soon 
as possible. An experienced s t a E  officer, 
Clarke nnmediately formed MO 9 Branch 
and explained his ideas to the Admiralty. 
Caot Garnons-Williis DSC, RN was 

I 
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appointed to assist him with planning the 
raids. 

Garnons-Williams began to gather small 
craft and men to sail them while Clarke 
mvelled to Scotland to visit the six inde- 
pendent companies formed, but never 
used, for the Norwegian campaign. 

From them he chose two officers, Capt 
J F Todd, A and SH (by 1945 he was 
brigadier leading a Commando Brigade), 
and Capt W A Rice of the Sutfolk Regi- 
ment, with whom Clarke had served in the 
Trans-Jordan Frontier Force. 

He asked them each to select 100 men 
from the independent companies to Win 
for the first raid. With a few days the two 
officers moved south to Southampton with 
200 hand-picked soldiers. Headquarters 
were set up in a yacht club at the riverside 
village of Hamble, just off the main 
Southampton to Powmouth road. 

WO night exercise.attacks were carried 
out in the Solent, the faces of those who 
took part blackened by theamcal make-up. 

With the first real action little more than 
a week away, Clarke was worried by a des- 
perate shortage of weapons. But in the nick 
of time he managed to borrow, for a few 
days, 40 T o m y  guns - the only ones in 
Britain - on condition he returned them 
after the raid. 

On Tune 22. 1940. the Commandos, 
dressed in plain dothis so as not to cause 
comment, moved to three embarkation 
ports on the South Coast. At the last 
moment Garnons-Williams secured eight 
RAF “crash-boats” which he placed under 
the control ofLt Cdr J W F Milner-Gibson 
RN, who had been ashore on the coast of 
France nine times in the previous three 
weeks to spy out the land. 

On June 23 - incredibly, just 14 days 
after Clarke had been ordered to form the 
Commandos - the first raid went ashore 
between Cap d’Alprech, near Boulogne, 
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lough team. These Commandos trainlng “somewhen in the soulh of England” in 1945 had to 
cross a reservoir In full fighting kit before scaling the wall wlth improvised ladden 

and the Pointe du Hautbanc, near Berck. 
The assault was a success, information of 

military d u e  was obtained . . . and the 
foundations of Combined Operauons, so 
vital to the war effort, were laid. 

John Grove learned the “inside story” 
from the best source of all, Brig Dudley W 
Clarke. 

Seated at the desk in his Whitehall 
offlce, Clarke told Soldier’s newsman 
the secrecy surrounding each raid had 
been so great that invitations to the 
“Charity Committee” meetings at the 
ambassador's tlat were by word of 
mouth only. 

The niece of a general had been used as 
“cover” during the raids. One of her tasks 
was to collect all personal idendfication 
from the raiders before they boarded, and 
to dismbute them on their return. 

The “irregulars” learned quickly, but the 
essential features of the first plan and of the 
organisation of the Commandos remained 
unchanged throughout the war. 

As the imagination of the public was 

caught by tales of violent actions launched 
bv small bands of raiders on the Donderous 

was passed to the United States militar 
leading to the formation of the L 
Rangers, America’s own Commandos. 

His Commandos would have to Scale Cliffs like a Pathan, live without support like 

b&k of the German Army, Cugges ’ 
flooded in to the War Office. 

One such idea, that the employme 
real, dyed-in-the-wool, To 
gangsters from the United 
Britain’s back streets, would 
successful than soldiers, was 
sidered by MO 9. 

were not reliable and would fight onl 
when cornered. The suggestion w 
dropped. 

A long-term occupant of one of 
Majesty’s Prisons offered to fo 
victs’ Commando, and even 
O5ce his detailed plans for 
Continent. Interestingly, it 
good many ideas which had 
adopted by the Commandos. 

But the experts concluded that gangsters 

The experience gained by Clarke’s uni 

~ 

n which they fo&;d a strand of J Groves concluded “To those men 
:el.” 
Anions at the Lofoten Islands, Vaagso, 
unewl, Dieppe, North Africa and 
mnandy have passed into Commando 

who sallied forth at night With blackened 
faces ‘to win honour from the p a l e f a d  

on’, Bntain and the world owe a gre 
I t  that cannever be fully repaid.” 

I 
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I 1- 
Above - Rounded nobs from 
the French 42me R6glment de 
Transmissions 

Ldt- LCpi Willlam Renton, bass 
drummer with the 1 A and SH 

Right - Drum Mal Robert Young 
SO hsade the Masd Bands 

and DNmS 
L I 

Edinburgh 
Tattoo i s  a I packed Edinburgh Military Tattoo audience 

Below - Members of the Egyptian Military Musical 
Group we- a colourhd attraction 

FOR enthusiasts of the pipes 
and drums, the 1995 Edin- 
burgh Military Tattoo was a 
winner. 

Set against the evocative 
backdrop of the castle, the 
pageant took as its theme the 
history of Scotland up to 
Bonnie Prince Charlie's ill- 
fated 1745 Jacobite rising. 

Riding horses from the 
Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment, the monarchs of 
Scotland were portrayed in a 
series of tableaux outlining 
the nation's royal history. 

These poruayals were 
linked by a spectacular variety 
of music from pipes and 
drums and military bands. 

Alongside the more uadi- 
tional elements of Scottish 
regiments were the bands of 
the Egyptian Military Musical 
Group - very colourful in 
pharaonic uniforms, and the 
swinging style adopted hy 
their pipers; La Musique du I 

winner 
Under the baton of Direc- 

tor of Music Maj Stuan Watts 
WG, musicians from the 
Welsh Guards, The King's 
Own Scottish Border Regi- 
ment (whose predecessors 
fought the Jacobites), The 
Argyll and Sutherland High- 
landers, The Royal Irish Reg- 
iment, The Royal G u r h  
Rifles, the Highland and Low- 
land Bands of the Scottish 
Division, and the Waterloo 
Band of the King's Division 
brought the tattoo to a fitting 
close. 

42me Rigiment de Transmis- 
sions, celebrating the "Add 
Alliance" between Scotland 
and France; and, from South 
Africa, the Witwatersrand 
Rifles Pipe Band. 

Before the grand finale, 150 
Scottish countq dancers 
t h m  the Tattoo Dance Com- 
pany recreated the ball held in 
honour of Bonnie Prince 
Charlie on his arrival in Edin- 
burgh before he led his army 
south towards London. I The grand flnele on the Edinburgh CasUe Eapianade 



Write to : SOLDIER Ordnance Road Aldershot Hsnts G u l l  2DU LElTERS 
- ~ 

AFTER nearly 23 years in 
mufti and having been an 
ardent reader of Soldier since I 
was called up in 1950, it has 
saddened me that the Army 
Catering Corps has been swal- 
lowed up with others in the 
Royal Logistic Corps. 

Chefs now have no recognis- 

completely anonymous. After 

we were never even recognised 
ACC ‘had a raw deal’ allthe hard worksince 1941, 

I with the prefix “Royal”. 
able identity in our excellent from the lists published. We do I feel we have had a raw deal. 
magazine unless in kitchen not know if G y  of our caterers - Ken W h n  (NS and Reg- 
dress or named as caterers. have been honoured by the ulat, 1950-72; TA and 
One cannot keep abreast of Crown. CVHQ ACC, 1973-89), 
retirements or promotions In fact, we have become Leicester. 

3 discord I 
THE massed bands at the 
Edinburgh Tattoo were excel- 
lent. However, it was sad they 
had to lower their standard by 
playing American high-school 
type swing music on the 
march, to a well-known Welsh 
tune. 

I was also sorry to see the 
Guards bandsmen using their 
trombones as oars while the 
bands played the Eton Boating 
Song. 

Then we had The Lart Post 
played on the &pet or 
comet when by British Army 
tradition it should have been 
sounded on the bugle by a 
bugler. 

It all helped to spoil the m- 
ditional image appreciated 
worldwide as the best. - D J 
Macleod, Lancing, Sussex. 
e see Pages 24-25 

TALL STORY 
WAS TRUE 
YOUR reviewer regards a story 
in my book, To Be A Chindir, as 
hard to swallow. 

He refers to my account of 
how the 6th Battalion the Som- 
erset Light Infantry was so 
poorly armed that its Bren guns 
and light mach inews  were 
passed on from company to 
company to fool Churchill into 
believing the unit was better 
armed than it actually was. 

Often the truth is stranger 
than fiction. Putting on a show 
for the top brass was all part of 
the old-fashioned Army 
“bull”, and our brigade did 
just that. 

Even Churchill could not 
have found us more g u n s  - 
there were none available. 

If Hitler had invaded after 
Dunldrk we would have been 
overwhelmed; our sea defences 
consisted of just a few stakes at 
low tide and coils of barbed 
wire. - Phil Sharpe, Bath, 
Avon. 
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badge reminder 
YOUR back-page capbadge 
feature on The Royal Glouces- 
tershire, Berkshire and Wilt- 
shire Regiment (September 4) 
did not take account of the fact 
that this regiment has two 
badges. 

The prkcis of our history 
refers to the battle of Alexan- 

the Wiltshire Regiment and its 
famous victory at the battle of 
Ferozesha. - Maj (Retd) C P 
T Rebbeck, Regimental 
Secretary, The Royal 
Gloucestershire, Berkshire 
and Wiltshire -Regiment, 
Gloucester. 

CONGRATULATIONS to all 
concerned on your back-cover 
series on the new regimental 
and corps badges. I would like 
to think this came about as a 
result of the suggestion I made 
to you some time ago. - G W 
Hazeldine, Swindon, Wilts. 

dria, which was the first action CONGRATULATIONS on 
in which a British army met a your series featuring the 
French army in the badges and customs 
Napoleonic Wars, of the new Regular 
and decided the fate regiments formed 

and (conceivably) Change - it:>i&:: ‘ $ B Y E s ,  there wme Chinese lab- 
India as well. simply excellenfl’:,.:;+. i%wers servine with the Allies 

The battle was However, the Ter- 
narrowly won, due ritorial Army yeo- 
to the resolution of manry and infantry 
the 28th (North are also undergoing 
Gloucestershire) RGBW backbadgm change, with new 
Regiment, who units being formed 

First Wor 
of the Middle East under Option8..,for..,,~, , ,2 . ,v  

COLLEGE’S COLOURS 
FURTHER to correspon- 
dence on the general topic, 
Christ’s College Combined 
Cadet Force was presented 
with Colours at Inglis Bar- 
racks, Mill Hill, in 1952. 

The Colours were conse- 
crated by a chaplain to the 
Forces and the parade was 
supported by the Corps of 
Drums of 1st Bn Grenadier 
Guards. 

The Colours are those of the 
Middlesex Regiment, to which 
we were affiliated at the time. 

Headpm=ri  Christ’s Col: 
lege CCF, London N2. 

denied the key position to the 
French and ensured a famous 
victory. 

Hence the back badge, origi- 
nally a back-plate on the shako. 
(Only since 1940 has it been 
worn on a beret.) 

Almost no mention is made 
of the Royal Berkshire Regi- 
ment, heroes of Maiwand, 
Kohima and Mandalay, or of 

and others re-badged 
May I suggest that a simiiar 

series on the TA would prove 
to be very popular with many 
readers (especially myself) who 
are interested in the history 
and trappings of the British 
Army. - R A Hamilton, 

Your suggestion is noted, Mr 
southport. 

Hamilton - E d h r  

Although our amation is 
now to The Parachute Regi- 
ment, by tradition the Regi- 
mental Colour is still carried 
on ceremonial parades by the 
junior officer of the unit, 
escorted by colour sergeants 
with bayonets fixed. 

We look forward to the day 
when we will have the oppor- 
tunity to parade our Queen’s 
Colour. - Lt Col J I Walden, 
Commanding 0 5 c e r .  

in France andBelgium during 
the First World War (Letters, 
September la), but they were 
strictly non-combatant. 

According to research con- 
ducted by Elizabeth A Tan- 
cock, of Islington, Ontario, at 
the Department of National 
Defence, Ottawa and the 
National Archives of Canada, 
Britain and France negotiated 
a conuact with the Chinese 
Government in Peking in Janu- 
ary, 1917. 
This was to supply men to 

work in France and Belgium as 
railway and general labourers, 
but not to fight as members of 
the military forces. 

In fact they served in the 
Chinese Labour Corps as 
bricklayers, millwrights, car- 
penters, plumbers, black- 
smiths, boilermakers, riveters, 
electricians, tailors, shoemak- 
ers and general labourers on 
railwav maintenance and uort 
construction. 

Between March 1917 and 
March 1918, 82,244 Chinese 
men were transported h m  
China via Vancouver and I 

acmss Canada in strict secrecy 
for trans-shiljment to the war 1 

I zone. 
The Canadian Government 

d War Chinese force 
did not fiaht 

used 13 CPR liners and two of record of 31 war graves of men 
the American Dollar Line to of the Chinese labour Corps 
transport them across the located in a separate section of 
Pacific to Vancouver from Wei- the Baileull Community 
Hai-Wei and Tsingtau in Cemetery Extension in France. 
China. These were originally buried 

Although no actual casualty in Reninghelst Chinese Ceme- 
figures are reported I have a tery in a field iust south of the 

Poperinghe-to-Bradhoek road 
between November 1917 and 
March 1918 and were moved 
to Bailed after the Armistice. 

I sailed for the Middle East 
between April and June 1941 
on one of the 13 CPR liners 
mentioned earlier, the Empress 
of India, with 50th (Northum- 
brian) Division to join the 
Desert war in North Africa. - 
Laurie whittle (ex-WO2 
ORQMS), Hull. 

THE LETI’ER from Mr James 
Ellard (August 21) expressed 
exactly the attitude which led 
my colleagues and me to the 
view that it was necessary to 
start an independent campaign 
for the restoration of war memo- 
rials. 

The memorials are on parade 
to remind us of the bravery and 
s a d c e  made in combat. It is 
surely a mark of respect to 
ensure that they are fit for their 
purpose. 

Mr Ellard, who says this cam- 
paign is unnecessary, asks where 
in the UK one can see a poorly 
cared-for memorial. 

I have a list of numerous 
examples. Derek Boorman, in 

bkbookArrheGuingDmofrhe 
Sun (1988) andDrAlanBorgin 
the amply-illustrated War 
M&k (1991) list even more. 

But it would better if readers 
themselves were to check their 
local memorials and write to the 
Editor. 

Just at the time Mr Ellard’s 
news were published in Soldier 
there was a letter in The Wmm- 
der paper, not written by me or 
my colleagues, criticising the 
state of the Royal Marines 
memorial in The Mall. 

I have had many letters 
expressing a similar viewpoint. 
It was only a few years ago that 
James Kilroy-Silk wrote a aiti- 
cal letter to The Timer concem- 

ing war memorials. 
In some cases it is just ques- 

tion of standards; in others it is 
neglect. It is our new that war 
memorials should set a stan- 
dard, regardless of their sur- 
roundings. I am sure that 
everyone can imagine the 
derisory voice of a well-remem- 
bered sergeant major shouting: 
“You call that well cared for? 
Sir.” 

Mr Ellard ended his letter: 
“Credit where it’s due, gentle- 
men.” I am sure we would all 
agree with that but, lads, ir it 
due? - Ian IJock) Duvidson 
(Founder, Armed Forces 
Memorials Association), 
London NW9. 

Don’t let 
them 
get you 
down! 
DON’T let the get 

frequently used by all the 
many warriors, both Regular 
and National Service, who 
served with the British Forces 
in the Canal Zone. 

There has been much corre- 
spondence in Soldier over the 
years on this subject. Without 
going into detail about the 
actions, casualty figures and 
conditions in which we had to 
live, let it just be said that we 
should have been awarded a 
medal. 

Remember and apply my 
opening sentence. Keep on 
writing and discussing it. 
Many Soldier readers in high 
places are in a position to do 
something about it. - Maj 
(Retd) D Simson, Colinton, 
Edinburgh. 

you down! This statement was 

Anything you 
canoe.. . 
ANY competitor who com- 
pletes the 125-mile Devizes- 
Westminster canoe race is to be 
congratulated. 

This is especially true of the 
winning team from the 2nd 
Battalion, The Wessex Regi- 
ment, considering the time 
achieved in their shiny new 
glass-fibre canoe (People, 
August 7), but I fear to some 
extent the praise is overstated. 

The Artists Rifles would be 
the last to point out that their 
main effort concentrates on 
the use of wood-and-canvas 
Klepper collapsible canoes, 
acquired second-hand. 

It should be obvious that 
with no concession for finish, 
weight or shape, there is no 
way they can compete on level 
terms with the hi-tech glass 
fibre. 

It should be borne in mind, 
however, that the Artists Rifles 
crew broke the 1961 record for 
this type of canoe by one hour 
in 1994 with a time of 22hr 
26min llsec, within two min- 
utes of the Wessex Regiment’s 
1995 time. -John Bloxham 
(RJ3,lst Bn “Infantry” Div, 
1943-46), London SE26 
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corner, and 
nurtured, which, as he toid saMler,wae to read to him 
~vlngoneofthemorounllwal Annya~c  athmeaf 

modsst amount of fame half a century kter. 

thetfn eoudl  sdrod Fn Notkfhgham he attended as 
a chd Every Frlday, pupils were allowed to do as 
they liked. On one ocoaoion,the mastw handed him a 
tin of pastels, took a trllby otf the hat-stand In the 

I 
1 

the Sscond World War and, indlractl ac ”R ievlng a , 

I U 

k 

who had been with him for more than three 
years, for lieutenant. 

But events overrook them both. 
W e  got back to HQ and a message was 

waiting for me fiwm the War Office: T i e  
ill - child needs care’. 

By the time he got to Noningham he was 
shocked to find his wife had died. 

Given nine months’ compassionate 
leave, Fred transferred to a RE section 
dealing with the construction and design of 
items such as ack-ack units and plumb-. 

“I received a lmely letter from 
Barter e x p r e h g  hir condolences. 
Then, almost the next day, another one 
arrivedspyineth.the hedbeeptllled 
in action after the ceptw of l h i a  
while sumeying with the 21st Army 
Group for the Sicily landings.’’ 

A message of another sort sent Fred to 
Tunbridge Wells, where, in tb+ build-up to 
D-Day, he, like many others, moved under 
canvns in Eridge Park. 

”That was when I started to pamt. We 
were fit as fiddles but bored to tears.” 

Working from small pen-and-ink sketch- 
es, he comuleted eight watercolours of the 

“WHEN I got my call-up in 1940, I asked 
the recruiting sergeant what I could do in 
the Army to make use of my drawing abili- 
ties,” said Fred, now in his 85th year. 

He had passed the entrance examination 
to the Nottingham College of Art at the age 
of ten, and was already director of a small 
commercial an agency when he enlisted. 

“I was advised that, if1 joined the Royal 
Engineers as a Regular, they had a unit 
which prepared maps. So I got my uniform 
at Chatham and joined thousands of sol- 
diers flooding into the bmcks.” 

Fred was asked if his office experience 
included using a photosopier, was 
appointed accommodation clerk and 
notched up a stripe as a lance corporal. 

He was sent for a test at the Royal Engi- 
neers’ school 88 a draughtsman and found 
himself specialising in camouflage. 

“The whole of the South Coast was 
being turned into one big camp,” said 
Red. “For the next two years, I worked on 
hiding pill-boxes and ack-ack units, getting 
them covered so they would not be seen by 
the Germans we were expecting.” 

In October 1942, he was summoned to 

Fml with w ol hh pslntlng. ol scorn on 
bcwd HMTS Fort Wr&ky 

Scotland to prepare for active service in 
North Africa with the innovative 1st Army 
Deception Unit, comprising a captain, a 
lieutenant and a sergeant, under the com- 
mand of Cmt  F G (Bob) Baxter. . .  

“He had idea to get a tank made like a 
tent and place it on a three-ton lotry to 
confuse any aerial surveillance. He put it to 
the powers that be, and it was all very 
secret, with a big exercise involved.” 

Fred, by now a sergeant, moved to Tunis 
by way of Algiers to take part in the rout of 
the Germans. 

Bob k t e r  was promoted lieutenant 
colonel and promised to recommend Fred, 

Even as  a student, Fred was showing an interest in the Army: the picture he is holding is signed H F Darking, March 3,1928 

was like going from hell to heaven. You 
don’t forget a thing like that.” 

Later he crossed the Rhine. 
Fred was loaned to thc RAEC to estah- 

lish an a m  and crafts collegc for troops 
awaiting demobilisation. 

Early in 1945, he sent some of his 
wartime sketches and watercolours to the 
National Gallery for possible purchasr by 

the Artists’ Section. 

small gallery in Nottingham.” Last year, 
Fred’s daughter, loan, suggested submit- 
ting thc pictures for valuation on BBC 
TV’s Aniiqws Road Shorc 

“I laughed, saying it was all antiqucs on 
thc programmc. She rrmindcd me that the 
paintings arc antiques: thay’rc 50 years old.” 

Frcd duly applied, w a s  sccrptcd for the 
recording in Derby (which went out in 
February) and interviewed by thc pro- 
gramme’s paintings expert. 

The expert was astonished to find 
that, for the first time in the show’s 
history, he was face-to-face with an 
artist who had actually painted the 
items being discussed. And Fred was 
astonished to find his watercolours 
valued at  more than L500 each. 

A visir from a television crew to his house 
in a Nottingham suhurh, crammed from 
floor to cciling with painrings of anything 
from cattle to trawlermen, followed. 

This summer he had the accolade of 
having his war-time paintings shown in Not- 
tingham’s prestigious city centre Angel Row 
Gallery, complete with a glass case display- 
ing his battered watercolour tin and jorter 
containing original notes and sketches. 

Now he finds himself something of a 
local celebrity. 

However, should the prcssures uf being 
under the public glare get to him, given 
Fred’s talent for Camouflage, he should 
have no difficulty in disguising himself. . . 
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held out for another month), Fred painted 
the Normandy landscape when his Army 
duties allowcd. But he was kept busy 
instructing front-line units on camouflage. 

Slogans were used to stress the impor- 
tance ofstaying one step ahead. 

“The HQ lorry doesn’t look pretty 
dressed up as a shed, but it keeps longer that 
way” and “A general under a net is worth 

were two examples. -. The brusque, 
nvo in the open” ~~ 

ca&p area and its activkies 
- ranging fiwm the Naafi 
marquee on a windy day to 
the corner of an officer’s 

. .  Eh . .  . . .  patronising, repl) 
read -I cannot of 
course oronu\c that 

Fred Darlqing After Caen; Fred 
e n c o u n t e r e d  
scenes at Falaise talks to Phi1 Wilcox ~~ ~~ 

they wil l  buy any of w h i c h  d e e p l y  
shocked him. thcm, in fact I think 

“The Allied air force was a t  its peak, it rather unlikely that they will, but they 
shooting the enemy to hits: we were thc vic- ought see any meritorious work doni by 
tvrious army. On either side of the road a serving soldier.” 
were dead horses and drad Germans. Fred never heard another word, and 

“It  was raining, the mud was about a foot there the matter might haw ended. 
deep, and I was on the motorbike. I fell off 
four times, once landing on a dead horse. 

Worse, in an area visited by Fred and an 
officer, a German horse artillery section 
had been shot up and the corpses shoved to 
the corner of a field with their horses, to he 
cleared up later.” 

Frrd latcr drew a detailed sccne of the 
carnage from memory. 

“I can’t believe that 1 painred it now, but 
I did it to get it out of my system. 

“As we continued on the road, the 
rain stopped and the clouds lifted. It 

But there was an intriguing post-script. 
After the war, he resumed his career at 

the art agency and srored the 30 paintings 
in his house, whrrc they lay ail but forgot- 
tcn on top of a cabinet fur years. 

“I happened to bc talking about the war 
to someone who was selling some paintings 
I had recently completed. and I showed 
them to him. 

“Hc advised mc to do something about 
them, so we put mounts around them and 
they looked damned good, to he honest. 
They were later put on private show at  a 

couldn’t land because of ~ 

the weather, so we floated 
about for a couple of days. 

“Luckily, there was no 
action, and it gave me time 
to go around the ship 
sketching.” 
After landing at Arro- 

manches, Fred headed 
inland towards Caen, 
“shuttling along in first 
p s  behind the rest of the 
party” on the Norton 500 
motorbike which he had 

* 

been handed at Tilbury - 
e v p  thou@ he had newt 
ridden one m his Me. 
During the waic f a  

Caen to fall (the Germans F W B  canwy - on. put th. &veatatbn at ~awu: ha h pdnkd himelf, tollowfng on motorbike (cmtre) 
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to Soldier I 
War to break 
out at RMCS 
ABOUT 60 players, including sev- 
eral from Europe and America, are 
expected to lock horns at a war- 
gaming wnvention to be held at 
the Royal Military College of Sci- 
ence, Shrivenham, near Swindon, 
from November 3-5. 

Competitors have the chance 
on the Friday atternwn to visit the 
collegetankshedsandsmali arms 
armoury. Actual wargaming takes 
place over the weekend. 

Organiser Neil Stevens says 
the convention will cater forfriend- 
ly and competitive play and that 
full board and accommodation is 
available. Because the venue is 
on military property, advance 
booking is essential. He would 
particularly like to hear from mili- 
tary wargamers. 

Neii can be contacted at 18 
Bower Green, Longcot. Faring- 
don, Oxon SN7 7TU (tel 01793 
783230). 

Eastern vets' 
health survey 
A SURVEY into tne current health 
of veterans of the Korean War an0 
the occJpat!on of Japan IS being 
moenalcen oy Asnley Cunning 
ham-Bwthe. who wants to estaw 
6sn tne degree of diseases. 
disorders and mystery llnesses 
prevalent among tne old soldiers. 

Mr CJnnmgham-Boothe IS a 
founder an0 past national chair- 
man of the British Korean Veter- 
ans Association. and founder of 
the Briiish Commonweaim Occu- 
pamn Forces (Japan) Association. 

He wants veterans willing to 
complete a confiaential health 
stwy questionnaire to wnte to nim 
c/o PO Box 115. Priory Terrace. 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 

'There is an unusbally high 
presence of cancer. heart dis- 
ease, renal and respiratory aisor- 
ders, too many mystery disoraers. 
an0 an excepoonaily hgh nJrnber 
of anhritics within oar ranlcs."said 
Mr Cunntngham-Boothe. 

CV31 1GH. 

Climbing into 
cyberspace 
THE Army Mountaineering ASSO- 
ciation (AMA) has followed the 
Royal Signals on to the Internet. 

Climbers with personal wmput- 
ers can get in touch by logging into 
the Information Superhighway via 
a modem and telephone. The 
AMA's "pages", to be found on part 
30 
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Thls impresslve birthday cake baked In the kltchens of the 1st Ban 
Ion, Grenadier Guards at Wellington Barracks, London, by RLC cool 
Sgt Mark Plckering (left) and Cpl Lee Bldie (rlght) grauxl a ceremony 
In Crystal Palace Park, south London, to mark the 125th annlversary 
of the Red Cross. Also present for the lightlng of a beacon - a scene 
repeated all over the Unlted Klngdom -was the Band of the Brlgade 
of Gurkhas from Church Crookham. 

Between the cooks, Greenwlch Red Cmss organlser Mrs Sylvia 
Werlow prepares to cut the 54ib fruit caka wHh a military sword. 

of the lnternel called the World 
Wide Web, are aimed at anyone 
interested in climbing or hill walk- 
ing. They can be accessed by 
pointing the browser at: 
httpf/www.open.gov.uk/armyf 
ma/ama.htm 

AMA's Capt Andy Parsons tells 
us the pages allow those on the 
Internet to submit their interests 
and register as on-line members, 

which means "a forms-capable 
browser such as Mosaic or 
Netscape would be an advan- 
tage". Most of the information can 
also be accessed using a plain 
text browser. 

Or you can return to Earth and 
contact Andy himself at 8 In1 Bde 
HQ and Sig Sqn, BFPO 807 (Lon- 
donderry Mii 34223). or email to 
t00305.3036@compusewe.com. 

That about 
covers i t .  . . 
FOUR new wvers in the series of 
20 featuring the history of Army 
signalling have been issued by the 
Royal Signals Museum. Two more 
are to follow soon. 

Among the latest are a number 
of limited editions signed by distin- 
guished people. 

They include Gen Sir Peter de 
la Billibre, who has autographed 
the Special Operations in France 
1944 cover; Viscount Montgomery 
(Banie of Ei Alamein 1942); Gen 
Sir Anthony Farrar-Hockley (Imjin 
River 1951); Gp Capt K G Hub- 
bard, captain Of the aircraft that 
dropped the bomb (first British H- 
bomb test, 1957); and Gen Sir 
Charles Guthrie (Royal Signals in 
BAOR, 1945-94). 

Each envelope, sold to raise 
money for the corps' ambiious 
museum project, has a unique 
BFBS handstamp and contains 
historical notes. 

Details are available from the 
New Museum Project Team, 
Royal School of Signals, Biand- 
ford Camp, Dorset DTll  8RH (tel 
01258 482258). 

Cottage 
hospital 
MARCUS Newton keeps a military 
hospital close to home. In fact, he 
has one IN his home. 

Military enthusiast Peter has 
created the 408th British General 
Hospital (circa 1944) in a spare 
room at 19 Weston House, Bor- 
ough Road, Petersfield, Hants 
GU32 3LE. 

Although no actual 408 Gen 
Hosp existed, the uniforms and 
instruments on display in his 
home-made museum are genuine 
enough. 

Marcus passes any donations 
he receives to the Army Benevo- 
lent Fund, British Red Cross and 
SI John Ambulance. 

Cutting 
remarks 
A NEW gallery opening at the 
National Army Museum in Chelsea 
on November 2 wiii wntain the 
only detailed display of British mili- 
tary swords in the country. 

Stories of the weapon in action 
are toid, none more graphically 
than Sgt Charles Ewart's descrip- 
tion of hand-to-hand combat at 
Waterloo: 

"He made a thrust at my groin, I 
parried it off and cut him through 
the head. Afier this a lancer came 
at me; I threw the lance off by my 
right side and cut him through the 
chin and upwards through the 
teeth. Next a f@ soldier fired at 
me and then charged at me with 
his bayonet, which I also had the 
good luck to paw and then I cut 

c 

CunCLesS TULK 
COSTS LI- 

War posters 
to go under 
-the hammer 
A FINE collection of nearly 400 
Second World War propagan- 
da pastera covering aspeas 
of the war on tha home front, 
the famous careless talk cam- 
palgn (see above) and the 
BackThmUpserlesaretobe 
M i d  at auctlon by Onslow's of 
London on October 6. 

Estimates range from f20 to 
p2M). 

Vlwvlng, on the afternoon of 
October 5, and the sale the fol- 
lowlng morning, take place In 
Carisbrooke Hall at the Victory 
Services Club, 63 Seymour 
Sreai, London W2. 

Catalogues are avaliable, 
f5.50 port paid (f10 over- 
ears)), fmm Onslow's on 0171 
371 0505 

him down through the head; thus 
ended the contest." 

Key exhibits include the sword 
carried by Lt Wiliiam Gordon in the 
Charge of the Light Brigade and 
Fd Marshal Kitchener's Royal 
Engineers sword. 

A revised edition of Brian 
Robson's Swords OF the British 
Amy, the standard reference 
book on the subje.ct is 10 be pub- 
lished by the museum to coincide 
with the exhibition. It will feature 
new illustrations, many in colour, 
and a re-examination of contro- 
versial topics. 

Ice Station 
Fusiliers? 
A'capbadge'that bearsa remarx- 
aole similari to their own is pbz- 
ziing the Royal Welch Fusiliers. In 
place of the regimental ttle arobnd 
the Prince of Wales's Feathers in 
the centre of the badge, there, 
appear the woros: ICE STATION 
SONNETI. 

Lt Co, Peter Crocker. curator of 
the RWF Mbseum, wowd be inler- 
ested to hear from anyone who 
can snea light on what or who is 
Ice Station Sonneti. and why its 
badge shoulo bear such a striking 
resemblance to that of rhe RWF. 

He can be reacneo at the RWF 
Musem, Caernarfon Castle, 
Caernadon. Gwyneda LL55 2AY 
(le, 01286 673362). 

Front runners 
SOLDIERS horn me 6th Battalion, 
The (Somerset and Cornwall) Light 
Infantry (v) nave Deen closely 
invoived wh the fictiiious 91h ' 

Battalion. The Cght Intanby, star of 
tne BBCs Preston Fmntsenes. 

Now the Radb Times is runn;ng 
acompetitionbasedon thesenes- 
and me .U* (I) winner wll loin 6 LI 
on exercise during the battalion's 
annual camp. Actor and former TA 
soldier Davia MacCreedy (Cpl 
PoIson) wil a,so be on parade. 

Thls picture ofthe Princess Royal Inspecting veterans at a D h y  cem 
mony lsrt year, plblWled In the Flemish newspaper Het Vok caught 
the eye of M n  Marlette R w .  a Bclglan. She thinks she met, as a 12- 
year-old, the two old ~ M l e r r  clrclad. She belleves they lhrsd at 
Vanonan, workad at a workshop In Jabbeka (Nov 1944 - April 1945) 
and were kind to her and har mother. Yr Charlea Ctasys, Elizabetlaan 
257,68301 KnokbHelst, Belglum, wants to arrange a reunlon. 

Alrboma Englneers Associa- 
tion, with branches throughout 
the UK, seeks ex-Regular and 
TAVR airborne engineers. Contact 
Chris Chambers, 24 Longfield 
Road, Ash, Aldershot, Hants 
GU126NA(tel01252316579). 

Elghth Army 1941-45: Military 
historian seeks Eighth Army veter- 
ans' personal memories to sup- 
plement official and published 
accounts and produce the first 

Royal Army Veterlnary Corps The Cheshlre Reglment Associ- 
Associatlon: Annual reunion at atlon: Birkenhead and District 
Defence Animal Centre on Sep- Branch annual social will be heid 
tember30 (not Sept 3 as previous- at the Royal British Legion Club, 
ly advertised). Details from RHQ Hesketh Hall, Port Sunlight, on 
RAVC, DAC, Melton Mowbray November 10. Details from Bill 
LE130SL (telO16644118tl). York, 60 The Channel, Burbo Way, 

Wailasev ftei 0151 -630 29171. , I  
BlackCats(56 DlvSlgs(to 1961) 
OCA Former memoers of SJCC~S- Cyprus Servlces Rambllng Club 
sor regiments and squadrons are 
invited to contact secretary Steve 
Biandon018t 6569740orwriteto 
him at 222 Wickham Road, Croy- 
don CRO 6BJ for membership 
details. Next reunion dinner is at 
the Union Jack Club in London on 
October 20. 

Christmas Island reunion: 
Reunion planned October 27-30 
for members of all three Sewices 
who took part in British nuclear 
tests in the 1950s. Details and 
bmkinas on 01 924 622548. 

celebrates its 25th anniversary in 
November. Details for former 
members wishing to attend from 
Phlyn Simpson, EEF, RAF Akrotiri. 
BFP057(telOt0357527661t). 

1996 
Royal Tank Regiment: Ex-WOs 
of the regiment interested in a 
reunion in Meriden, near Birming- 
ham on a date to be decided in 
1996, please wntact J "Charlie" 
Welchman. 29 Northmoor Way, 
Wareham, Dorset. BWO 4EE (tei 
01929 553466). 

S 
Brlgadlers: I DTMcGili-TobeE- 
in-C(A), Sept4 I H McNeii -To be 
DPS(A). Sept 5; M Huntley (pro- 
moted brigadier)-To be DGES(A) 
(des). 

Colonels: J G Finlay - To HQ 
Scotland, Aug 26; J C W Gillman - 
To RAC Cen, Sept 1 ; C A  Hewitt - 
To MOD, Sept 4; T B Thomas - To 
24 Airmob BdeMQ Colchester 
Gar, Sept4; C J Walters-To RHQ 
R Signals, Sept4; BA Hopkin-To 
be Commandant HQ and Central 
Gp RADC, Sept 11. 

Lt Cols: A G Bain RRF - To 
MOD, Aug 29; 0 R St J Breakwell, 
Coldm Gds-To HQ Land, Aug 29; 
P R C Dixon, R Anglian - To 
DNBC Cen, Aug 29; S C Hall RLC 
-To be CO 2 Close Sp Regt RLC, 
Aug 28; J M Harcus PWRR -To 
DRA Mil Manpower, Aug 28; RA B 
Ramsden, Scots DG -To be CO 
Scots DG, Aug 28; A A Rawlings 
AGC(ETS) -TO RAS, Sept 1; I A 
Vere Niwii RA - To MOD, Aug 29; 
A G Whidden, R Sigs -To Royal 
Sch of Signals, Aug 29. 

D A Barretl RLC -To MOD. Sept 
9;MDCooperRE-ToHQRSME, 
Sept4 A AGilbert LI -To be BMM 
SANG Saudi Arabia, Sept 7; B J 
Scon-Morton. R Sigs -To be CO 
36 Sig Regt, Sept 5 ;  G C Taylor 
AGC(ETS) -To MOD. Sept 4; R M 
Thurston. R Sigs - To be CO 35 
Sig Regt, Sept 5; K Vasey RAChD 
-To HQ 4 Div, Sept 9. 

Retlrements - Brigadier: A J 
Sandford, late RE, Aug 31. 

Colonel: M B Mounde, late RE, 
Aug 29. 

single volume history of Eighth 
Army. Contact Richard Doherty 
(author of Clear the Way!, the 
story of 38 (Irish) Brigade in the 
Sfmnd World War, and Oniy the 
Enemy in Front, the history of the 
Reconnaissance Corps) at 27 
Hillview Avenue, Prehen. London- 
derry BT47 2NU. 

Aian Robinson, ex-platoon serg- 
eant and CSM of E, F and K Coys, 
2nd Cadet Bn, Middlesex Regl- 
ment ACF, seeks former cadets 
1939.60, from Middlesex and 
London areas, particularly 
Uxbridge, Rayners Lane, Kings- 
bury and Wiliesden. Tel 01206 
549617 or write to 43 Rudsdale 
Way, Colchester CO3 4LP. 

Les Swindale (ex-Dvr) wishes to 
contact members of MT Section, 
164 Rly Opr Coy RE (1939-45), 
particularly Frank Sheppard. Capt 
Tyrell, Jock Lythgoe and Cpl 
Furmur. Replies to 6 Yewiree 
Crescent, Stapenhiii, Burton-on- 
Trent, Staffs DE15 9QL. 

Maude Williams wishes to trace 
LCpl Luther Taylor RA, from 
Short Heath, Wiiienhali, Woiver- 
hampton. He was stationed at 
Kingsbury, Middlesex, during the 
Sewnd World War and went to 
Tobruk and El Alamein with the 
Desert Rats. He had two sisters, 
Doris and Emma. Replies to 38 
Byland Close, Willingdon Trees, 
Eastbourne, East Sussex. 

Gunners (May 1948-51) who 
returned to the UK on the 
Empress Aostralla are asked to 
contact Charles W Humber, 23 
Tavistock Road, Swindon, Wilts 
SN3 2QD (telOl793 435583) for a 
reunion at Mapplewell. 

Sidney Allinson, 3444 Karger Ter- 
race, Victoria, BC V9C3K5, 
Canada (email:ub076@freenet.- 
victoria.bc.ca) wants to know if an 
old comrades association exists 
for the Fleld Security Police. a 
branch of the Intelligence Corps 
during the Second World War. 
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I..a&i~ Corps and its prrdc 
C C L I M I ~  s b p n  a single aim -the 
sux~pon oftheBritish tkrmy in 
pcaee and war, w+~erever it 
suye8 in the world. This 2ac8- 

comes over loud and depr 
5vm both these books. - BJ 

.nLCb.dg.-b.cLpg. 
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COMPETITION 621 

i r l  
LI 

These pictures are from 
our Frank Finch cartoon 
archives. Find ten differ- 
ences in detail and you 
could be E50 richer or win 
a new book. Circle the 
differences in the bottom 
picture, cut out the whole 
panel, add your name and 
address and send to 
HOAY 621, Soldier, 
Ordnance Road, Aldershot 
Gul l  2DU by October 20. 
Do not include anything 

else in your envelope. 
More than one entry can 
be submitted but pboto- 
copies cannot be accepted. 
The first correct entries 
drawn will be the winners. 
No correspondence of any 
kind can be entered into. 

The names of the 
winner of the L50 first 
prize and two runners-up 
(awarded book prizes) will 
be announced in the 
November 13 issue. 

Name : (Givs rankar title) 

IUS PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS 
- - A l i i  , , I  0 .rnmlm%KU d HAVE YOU LOST 

YOUR MEDALS? 
Consult the experts. W e  can 
replace full size medals and 

supply miniatures. A fast efficieni 
service.with the minimum offuss 

Also a full cleaning and 
mounting service is undertaken 

by our meter tailor. 

I THE VETERANS' 
MEDAL OFFICE 

L.. , - 
WRITE PHONE of FAX n o w  
to Kilcreggan Dunbartonshire G84 OJN I P.O.BoxIDH,LOSDOS\\IAIDH. 

Telephone: 0171-493 4675 or 
Mobile: 0836 146604 

Competition No 618 (August 21 issue): Congratulations 
to T R Silk, of Seaford, Sussex, who wins f50. Book 
prizes go to runners-up Miss W Turney, of Leighton 
Buzzard, Beds, and F R Taylor, of Hove, Sussex. 

A SOLDIER MART EUGEOT 

DRAB 
NAME TAPES 

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES) 

S.A.E. FOR PRICE UST. 
Lancashire Embroidery 6 

ANY au*wTiTy SUPPLIED 

I MernoFile I UNIFORMAL L P  

.Qrrrmn WuKdellVsy 

U..d Cars*.. in QHnruy 

~ h n o I u w ( (  .... ; .... " ................................... ~ .......... " ..................... 
ADDmsa ........ " ...... " ................. " ............ 

......................... N: ...... 
W T  .............. ̂ _ " ........ ~ ~ . m Y  ........................................ 
I am wrr*d h ................................................. .. ............... 
F u w -  ....................................... ~ ........ ".." .............. 
Qnndu .___._ ..l....ll....._.._......_.._.._..- ...- " .. 

.......................... 

-_ - 

I MILITARY I MemoFik Military System 
CHURCH HOUSE 
CHURCH STREET 
LONDON E15 3JA V AUDl 3 Civil, Military and Livery Tailors 

for Officers, Warrant Officers, 
Sergeants and Corporals 

Insignia Lld.. 
Knowsley InduStrlal Park North, 

Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA. 
Phone: 0151-546 516112 I Systems I Telephone: 0181-534 3851 

Fax: 0181.555 7567 

r GET 
PROMOTION! MESS DRESS UNIFORMS 

and Civilian Clothing 
Substantial discounts for bulk purchase. I 

T-shirts. Sweatshirts 
Poios, Rugby Shirts, 
Hwded Tops, 
Singlets, 
Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered Badges 
&Jumpers, Pennants. 
Mugs, Sports Bags 8 Holdalls. 
Jflrack Suits 8 Shell Suits. 

For P quotation for your Regiment or Corps, 
please contact us (see below) 'I 35 

FREEPHONE 
INSTANT ACTION Germany 01 30-8544-96 

A S PROMOTIONS 
Room 32,94 Blackhone Lane 

London E l 7  6 M  
Teleohone: 0181-5233283 

Drrmany: Annnrphonc (W7Si) IS& Fax: (05751) 
UK: TeI: (8113) 282 6102 Fu: (0113) 2S2 1457 
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The AcadeMy of International 
M a n a a e m e n t  

A Vacancy for the post 01 

ias arisen at short n o b  wth the Greater London TAVRA, h 
nanage stores, vehicles, utilities and furniture, including pur 
hasing and budgets. An ex-regular QM would be preferred. 
Wary range f 15,000 to f25.500 depending on experience and 
wformance. 
4ppliibon forms and furthr details can be obtained from: 

Association Quartermaster 

The Deputy Secretary 
Greater London TAVRA 

Duke of York's Headquarters 
King's Road 

London SW3 4RY 
Tel: 0171-730 8131 ext 5504 

lntewtews fw shdstsd candide$s will be hdd on oczober 26 1995 

MAINTENANCE/ 
DRIVING 

Camberley &99-13k 
SGS United Kmgdom Lmited is pan of the SOS &up, thr 
World's largest indepmdent inspection. testing and q d i  
servlces orgmsatlon. 

Due to the imminent rewernent of the person responsible fm 
building maintenddnving we are loolung for someme ta 
undertake these duties. 0 t h ~ ~  tusks will include apming the 
offices, chauffeuring, security cover in the absence of tka $ea& 
Officer, mhive storage and assisting in the pogtmom. Normol 
hours of work me 7.M)am to 4.3Opm. although some lak workirya 
will be necessary. 

The successful can&date. aged 40 plus wlll have an exem&ry 
track record. mechaNcal/elecaical skills, clean driving licence, be 
versatile, willing and able to turn their hand to anything, and take 
pnde in the smmth running of the building. 

In return we offer a competltive benefits package which includes 
pension, life assurance, and pnvate health scheme. 

Detailed cv pleasc t0:- 
Mrs AMe Wright, SGS United Kh@m Limited, 
217-221 Landon Road, Csmberky, Surrey GUM 3EY 

~ Cable ITV & Telephone Sales 
Exciting opporlunities - significant OTE plus benefits -T% 

Cable is the fastest growing business in the UK today and you 
can be part of its success story. As the licensed provider of 
cable telephone and television to residents in our North 
London franchises of Enfield, Camden, Haringey, Hackney 
and Islington, we are looking for new refruits to our teams of 
Cable Advisors. 

We will ask vou to convince us that VDU have the 
I ~ ~ ~~~~ ~ 

potential to iucceed - whatever your background. 
You will demonstrate enthusiasm, consistent 
performance and a commitment to the highest 
levels of customer care: we want quality and 
quantity. As you will be required to visit potential 
customers in their homes, high standards of 
personal presentation and good interpersonal skills 
are vital. Experience of working within the 
community of our franchise areas is desirable. 
Living within commuting distance of our franchise 
and car ownership is essential. 

Cable London is an equal opportunities employer 
and welcomes applications from men and women 
of all ages and races. We offer a competitive basic 
salary plus a commission structure geared to 
rewarding consistent achievers of quality des and ' 
provide one of the most comprehensive training 
programmes in the industry C A B L E  

LONDON 

apply in writing 
now, enclosing 

lane your first 
step onto the 
super 
information 
highway and 

your CV and a 
contact phone 
number, to: 

Harvey Rigby, 
Sales Trainer. 
Cable London 
Plc, 2 Stephen 
Street, London 
WIP IPL. I 

t 
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EMPLOYMENT & SOLDIER MART 
RESElTLEMENT 

5WtATEXS SWEATSHIRTS 
POLO \HIKE BAOGta 

JOHN BULL 
Military Clothing for the 

Professional 
PRICE -QUALITY- ASSURANCE 

PRI CONTRACT PRICE LIST 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30 
cai/ in at: 

17 Hiidyard Row. Caheiick Garrison 
[Nr M#l#lary HorpiIai) 

01748833614 
A C C ~ S S N I S ~  taken 

Mail Oidsi- 3sp SAE lo'TsllFax 01765 moll 
M,,l,ary cm,n,ng, John BY,, Schooi 01 Adumlre. 
12Lm,efhorpePah,RipanN,YorlsHGIiU@ 

's"op!,ers ,o PRI MOO Pdnr zz ~ , ~ e a i s i r n d S X E , o , , " l c ~  E l  

- 
1 
1 

4re you 
leaving the 
Army in the 
near future? 
Are you unsure of 111 
your next step? 

- for Military 
personnel 

- .  
Oept [A). 2 TERN GARDENS, 

PLYMPTON PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ 1 I Tel/ Fax 01752 - 344842 1 2 4 h l i l  T-shirts 
Sweatshirts 

A-ONE DESIG% 
55 Brook Street Chester 

Tel Chester (0244) 3 1  1028 

Have you ever considered 
the challenge and 

opportunities of running 
your own successful 

business but were unsure 
of how to go about it? 

Do you relish a chance to  
prove that with plenty of 

hard work and commitment 
you can be successful? 
If the answer is  

IN EXCHANGE FOR 
COMFORTABLE TWO 

BEDROOM GROUND FLOOR 
APARTMENT (CIH) 

Near Alston, preferably for 
mature couple. 

Tel Agent Syd Scott 

., iilUEslOif noad 
Grri i  Yrimuud!. Norloih N K j l  iSG 

OFFSHORE MEDIC 
TRAINING 

,Are you SRK, SEX. C l l l  o r  K h I A l ,  
about to l e a ~ e  the S e ~ c e s  and lnieresred 

in w r k i n g a s  an Ofirhore Med~c' ,  
Cuurxcommcnres: F e h r u i q  1996 

*Me% Kit Badges 
Display cases. medal r8bbon. mounllng 

bars. ribbon barselc 

Compe~five Pricer F~rsl-claarc qualily and 
delivery gmranleed 

Send 101 comprehensive catalogue I0 the 
Medal SpeC8ali519 

(25p $lamp appreciated1 
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SAILING TRIATHLON WINTER SPORTS ROUNDERS PARACHUTING RUGBY 

Army's clean sweep on - ~ 

ARMY yachts put in very competitive per- and sailed by a Royal Logistic Corps crew. 
formances and made a clean sweep over the Redcoat 111 and Secuwn IIL both Sigma 
Royal Navy and Royal Air Force during 389, were particularly competitive, the 
this year's Fasmet Race. latter crossing the finish first after five days 

The three-yacht team was made up of at sea. Redcouf had been first to round the 
Redcour III, skippered by Capt Nick Bate Fasmet Rock. 
and crewed by the Army offshore team; Bwadnuord was the first Service Nichol- 
Secuwn III, chartered by Maj Ben Archer son 55 to finish, achieving a creditable 31st 
with an RA crew: and ISASTC's outof81inDivision 1. 

the Fastnet 
was the first Service yacht around the Fast- 
net on corrected time to win the Culdrose 
Cup, and finished an excellent 14th out of 
37 enmes in her class. 

Securica III picked up the Inter-Regi- 
ment Cup (awarded to the first Service 
yacht on corrected time), and Redcouf 1II 
the Seth Smith Trophy for winning the 
inter-club competition for bee-yacht 

Bmadsword, skippered.by John-Lawrence The RE Sigma 33, Right R ~ y d  of Upnor, teams. 

Kings 
Own 
Border 
skiers 
excel in 
Argentina 
A SKI team from the 1st Bat- 
talion, The King's Own Royal 
Border Regiment took part in 
the Argentine Army's interna- 
tional Championships at San 
Carlos de Badoche in the 
Patagonia region of the coun- 
try. 

Chile, the USA and Italy 
were also represented. 

The Kings Own Border 
party, representing the UK, 
consisted of four Alpine down- 
billers and a five-man Nordic 
team. Lt Col Dennis Flynn, 
last CO of the 1st Battalion, 
attended as head of delegation. 

Pte Colin Hayton, who has 
been released from Army 
duties to train full time with 
the British junior Nordic 
biatblon squad, fmished 21st 
in a world-class field, while the 
Alpine team finished first in 
the giant slalom with Lt Sasha 
Zvegintzov (AAC) thiid. 

In the final event before bad 
weather curtailed the competi- 
tion, the young and inexperi- 
enced Kings Own Border 
Nordic skiers defied atrocious 
conditions to finish a cred- 
itable seventh in the 25km 
four-man patrol event. 

Career golfers 
WO2 Alasdair Macaulay (A and 
SH) from Dunfermline AClO won 
the Tayside and Flfe Challenge 
Shield at the Army Careers Tay- 
side and Fife golf championships 
held at Kinross Goif Club. Sgt Tom 
Wilson (SG) from Dundee AClO 
returned the best scratch score. 
44 

A ground-brsaklng four- 
match tour of EnglanU and 
Wale8 by a South African 
NLltlOnal Defence Form rugby 
team Is due to klck ofl egalnat 
the Royal Artillery at Wwl- 
Wich on September 20. 

Other games haw been 
arranged agalnst Caerphilly 
and Pontypool In Wales, and 
agallut Blackheath in 
London. 

Apart from rugby, the North 
West Command Rugby Club, 
an Army slde from one d 
South Afrlca's new provineas, 
wlll be vlsltlng famous mllC 
tary venues In the Unlted 
Kingdom, lncludlng me 
Klng's Troop, Royal Horn 

London. 
The tour has been w-ordi- 

'ated bY Mal Huw 
RA, a keen rugby player and 
the M'lltary A d v l ~  
end 

tstiveatmeAdlle~ Potchefatroom, South Aklca. 

slg& a three-year sponsorship 
deal which will help Army athletes for w i n t e r 
traln and compete at Service, 
national and international levels. 
Wlth hlm is Mr h r e k  Bell, Chief 
Executlve of Christchurch Hold- 
ings, the Ciwbased insurance broklng end flnancial servim group, 
which is providing f25,OW for each of the next three years. The 
AWSA, preparing to celebrate its 50th annlversary next year, has 
been well represented at World Cups and Wlnter Olymplcs In a 
number of dlsciplines. Army sportsmen have formed the backboned 
recent Brltish bobsleigh and biathlon ski teams and are expected to 
feature prominently in the 1998 Wintar Olympics In Japan. 

sportsmen ArtillMy, and the Tower 

Gen Sir John Wilsey, C-in-C Land 

Army Winter S~orts Association. 
Command and President of the Good deal 

Triathletes warm up 
for Mexico in Jersey 
ARMY atbletes dominated the 
tenth Jersey mathlon, with the 
squad's three Great Britain 
representatives filling the first 
three places. 

Cpl Russ Clash crossed the 
line 18 seconds clear of Capt 
James Amy, with SSgt Stu Din- 
woodie in third place and Capt 
Pbil Dove fiifth. 

Amy was among the leaders 
after the 1,500m swim, which 
he completed in 23min O.Ssec, 
nearly a minute ahead of Clash. 
Dove and Pte Nick Saunders 

were a further two minutes 
behind, and Dinwoodie, in his 
weakest event, four minutes 
adrift of the leaders. 

Clash put in rhe fastest cycle 
split of the day, recording a 
time of 59min 35sec and over- 
taking Amy on the 40km cir- 
cuit. His superb effort left him 
a minute and a half ahead of the 
field. 

Dinwoodie also improved, 
pulling himself up to eighth 
with a superb ride as Dove and 
Saunders lost more ground. 

Amy worked hard to reduce 
Clash's 90-second lead overthe 
final disapline, the lOkm run, 
but could not quite close the 
gap. Dmwoodie produced the 
fastest run to claim third place. 

Dove also finished strongly 
with an excellent run which put 
him in overall 6fth place. 

The race was a good indica- 
tor of the form of the top three, 
who have all gained GB selec- 
tion for the world champi- 
onships to be hosted by Mexico 
in November. 

, .. 

-m I -2< 

. 
nams and ahleldebetore the game 

SSgt Llnda Cummings, player 
of me Army tournament 

Golden Tiger bows out 
THE TIGERS, the freefall It was a successful culmina- 
parachute team of The tion to a busy season for the 
Princess of Wales's Royal Regi- Tigers, who completed 48 
ment, made their mark at the public displays. 
Army championships by win- The team's jump master, Sgt 
ning the four-way formation Ian Casbman, who hps made 
event. 3,400 descents and was a 

in triumph 
member of the Joint Services 
team which beat international 
opposition in the Rhine Army 
Championships, left last month 
to become chief instructor at 
the Joint Services Parachute 
Centre in Cyprus. 

England 
nearly 
meet 
their 
match 
HIGHLIGHT of the Army 
rounders championships at 
Worthy Down on September 
11 was a match against the 
England team. 

National captain Linzi Hall 
won the toss and asked the 
Army to bat. WO2 Gill Rich 
scored the first rounder with a 
mammoth hit, and Cpl Julie 
Blades scored a second when 
she showed speed and determi- 
nation to beat the fielder to the 
fourth post. 

SSgt Lynda Cummings, like 
Rich and Blades serving with 
the AGC(SPS)), made two 
excellent hits but was prevent- 
ed from scoring by slick bowl- 
ing and fielding. 

Pte Naomi Burden (RLC), 
smashing the ball over the 
heads of the deep fielders, 
scored two more to take the 
Army's final score to 5.5. 

With the batswoman having 
only one chance to bit the ball 
before she has to run, the com- 
bination of bowler, backstop 
and fmt post is crucial in run- 
ning out as many as possible of 
the nine-strong opposition. 

The Army mo  of team cap- 
tain SSgt Carol Matten 
(AGC(SPS)), WO2 Marion 
Bastow (APTC) and Cum- 
mings made sure misses were 
punished, two of the England 
players being run out without 
scoring. 

Despite excellent catching 
by Rich, the national side had 
reached seven rounders with 
three batswomen remaining 
when rain stopped play and 
prevented a second innings. 

The England players nomi- 
nated Julie Blades as player of 
the match. 

Lynda Cummings received a 
signed England shin on being 
named player of the Army 
championships, which were 
won by H Q  Northern Ireland. 

The Army, which would 
provide strong opposition for 
county sides, has been invited 
to put its best players forward 
for England selection. 
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- 
PTE Lse Bradbury, IbOW playing 
Endslelgh mUe f O O h l l  at 
Portsmouth, Is the on 1 
growing IM of Army players to 
make a llvlng In the pmfsclslon- 
a1 game. 

Eleven former soldiere am on 
the book. of league clubs, onn 
of them north of the border. 

I Ex-Army star swells the professional ranks 1 

Missed 

Bradbury attracted the 
m’ lttsntlon last -n by 
.coring 18gonls In lSgamesfor 
the Army wnlor slde. Serving 
wllh The Princess of Wales’s 
Royal Replmellt, h. €4.0 8 C O d  
nlne tlmes In aIx Army Youth 
appearances. 

Hem& rrtantlmpra 

don on trlal wlth Pompsy, .cor- 
Ing aerarnl tlmes In the First 
Dlvlalon club’s pm-waeon p 
gramme Mora algnlng a 
year contract 

Another to move on durlng 
the summer wm goalkwpor 
Cfn Malk Tsylor (REME), nOw 
holdlng down a flnt team p l a a  

chancc - 
prove sc 
costly 
Army 1, Carshalton Athlatlc : 

THE ARMY outplayed 
young Carshalton Athletic siae 
at the Military Stadium, Alder- 
shot, but put away only one of 
the many chances they created 
and lost by the odd goal in 
three, writes Derrick Bly. 

LCpl Jim Straits, fresh h m  
his exploits with Dover Athlet- 
ic, pulled the strings in mid- 
field, ably supported by the 
diminutive Cpl M e  Alford 
and Cpl Tosh Williarns. 

Sig B m e y  Bambrook, in his 
f i s t  appearance of the season, 
was the pick of  the attackers. 
At the back, stalwarts Sgt Tony 
Wright and LSgt Paul Fagin 
were as reliable as ever. 

The Army went ahead after a 
period of  pressure on the Car- 
shalton goal when Wright 
scored with a brilliant blind 
side header from a free kick. 
In the 80th minute Carshal- 

ton’s Davy was brought down 
by Cpl Andy Taylor and the 
resulting penalty was conven- 
ed. Davy scored the second 
when h e  was first to a rebound. 

Uxbrldge 2, Army 0 
A tughly entertaining fixture 

at Uxbridge allowed the Army 

Key dates 
KEY dates in the football calendar 
this winter include the Army’s 
Inter-Services opener at a Royal 
Air Force venue on March 13 and 
the game against the Royal Navy 
at Aldershot a week later. 

Aldershot will also host the 
Minor UnB final on April 3, the 
women’s sixes on April 10 and the 
Army Challenge Cup final on April 
15. 

SoUm West Counties Champi- 

wfthBarna,managedbytMma 
UVapoDl and England ‘kwm 
Ray Clemenw. 

Rest known of the Anny “old 
boys”currentlylnpr0fwtball Is 
striker Guy Whlttlngham, now 
WHh ShMeld Wadnn8day In the 
Pmlenhlp after splls wlth 
Portsmouth and Aston Vllla. 

Army opening batsman apt Jlm Cotterill RA gets 
the ball away durlng the Royal School of ARIIIeq 
Innings In the Major Unb Cup Flnal at Aldershot 

proved far beyond ths Infantry Tmlnlng Centre, 
Cattorlck who were dlsmla& for 79 (L A Grln- 
n o m u  35; Lt Col M Andarson 4-20). 

ATR Llchlfeld won ths Mlnor flnal, bestlng 42 
Survey Englnwr Group by 66 runs. ATR .wnd 
172-9 (Lt G McDade ge; Mal J Stamp 4-22) and 

S KnOtt 3-27). 
Both compsmlons are sponsored by Naafl 

Flnanclal senrlcee. 

RSA .cored 1864 In thelr 40 ovm, a t.rget whlch b0wl.d Out 42 S q  for 108 (Cpl D Rsnala 3-20, WO2 

management to assess their 
squad in the opening fixture of 
the new season. 

Although the Servicemen 
appeared to be in control for 
most of the game they failed to 
take advantage and it was the 
young Uxbridge side which 
took the honours, scoring 
twice in the second half. 

Camberley Town 0, Army 1 
For their second pre-season 

friendly, against Camberley 
Town of  the  ICIS League, the  
Army made several changes. 

On a dustbowl of  a surface, 
Pte Steve Bowey tested the  
home goalkeeper early on and 
LCpl Darren Glenister bit the 
side netting after being put 

in the football diary 
onship action matches the Army 
away to Dorset on November 14, 
home to Hampshire (December 6) 
and Gloucestershire (February 3), 
and away to Sussex and Middle- 
sex (February 20 and 26). 

First domestic competition to be 
mncluded wiii bethethe Armysix- 
a-side finals at Aldershot on Oclo- 
ber 4. 

The date of the annual Civil Ser- 
vice fixture, to be played at Aider- 

shot, has been put back a day, to 
November 23, and the Army-Terri- 
torial Army clash is set for the Mili- 
tary Stadium on Sunday, 
December 3. 

The Army Youth team has fix- 
tures against several counties 
before taking on the Boys Clubs of 
Wales in February, the Royal Navy 
at Portsmouth on March 3 and 
Scottish Schools and Youth FCs 
on March 16 and 23 et Aldershot. 

through by Rh Steve O’Hara. 
Glenister scored the  only goal 
of  the  game after 20 minutes. 

At the other end, Cfn Ian 
Elliott kept a clean sheet with a 
neat one-handed save to deny 
Camkr ley in  the  18th minute. 

Substitutes LCp l  D-y 
Proctor, Cfn Alan Woodall 
and Pte George Russell 
replaced Glenister, O’Hara 
and Alford after the break, and 
Elliott made way for Pte Car1 
Murray. 

Bowey, who had an excellent 
game, was involved in most of 
the Army’s best moments. 

0 Curiously, the Uxbridge 
fixture gave QMSI Paul 
Holden the  oppomuuty to 
pick his first and last team 88 
coach. Promoted WO1 and 
posted to Gibrnltar, he has 
handed over the job to QMSI 
Pat Russell. 

We don‘t just cover you for the 

~ E R R O R I S T S  IN NORTHERN IRELAND, I 
BUT I DIDN’T SPOT THE SOAP!’ 

training ond on the ploying field, 0 8  - 

on o bor of soop in the shower. tof. cover thot-suitqaumcis.. 
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The Royal Logistic Corps 

--= 

The Royal Logistic Corps was formed on April 5,1993 b~ rhe 
d g a m a t i o n  of the Royal Corps of Tmnsport, Roypl Am#' 
Ordnance Corps, Royal pioneer Corps, Army Catering COTS 
and the Postal and Courier Serpice af the Royal Hngineas. 
The capbadge is a star, upon which ree.ts a silver laurel wreath 
surmounted by two axes. A centrnl shidd of urma of the Boprd 
of Ordnance is encircled by the Garter. The motto, "We Sus- 
tain", is inscribed on a smU at the base. The repimcntal 
cpkk mar& is On Purde. The Ru: -8 muted to form a 
&&e corps which combines the complw logistic skills and 
equipment n d e d  to support a modern mny opemrhg in the 
field. Uniformed support troops were fnst esddkhed in 
1794, when the Royal Wasgoner8 provided aonspat and sup 
plies in Flanders. Th& suwfssora, the RoPplWa@m Tnln, 
served Welhgton's army in Spainand ut Waterloo. 
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