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No crowding. No seab reserved for 
season-ticket holders. Ambush graod- 
stond is more comfortable than that 
on many-an English football ground. 

XF'ERIENCE of road ambushes Is fairly common among 
soldlers In Malaya. But a growing number are getting E their ffrst taste of ambushing - and their knowledge 

of what to do about It - from a grandstand seat. 
Part of the curriculum of the FARELF Training Centre in 

Johore is a demonstration of ambush drpl,  which shows both 
the right way and the wrong way to drive through a danger 
area and act in an ambush. This procedure is not new - it 
originated in Burma in World War Two - but it remains 
the best answer to the bandit by the' roadside. 

Nor is the drill purely defen- canopy, M a routine run. This is 
sive. The Communist bandit is a all wrong far a start: the vehicle 
sneak-raider, and an ambush is one should not travel without another 
of the secvrity forces' few chances to give it support; it should not 
of coming to grips with him have a canopy, for a canopy stops 

There are three ambusher to the men inside seeing what is 
the demonstration. and in each happening. prevents them return- 
cfse  the ambushed vehicle is pre- ing fire, and makes it hard for 
rumed to have had the worst of them to get out; and because it 
luck and had its engine knocked is on a routine run. the bandits 
out with the first valley. so that knay when to expect the vehicle. 
the driver cannot drive out of The lorry reaches the bend and 
trouble as quickly as possible. a fusillade crashes out. Thevehicle 

The Scene for the first ambush skids to a standstill and the men 
is laid on a bend, with a cut bank in the back jump out over the 
rising like a small cliff to one tailboard. an easy target for the 
side and the jungle falling gently attackers. They are shot down 
away on the other. Just before and whooping bandits rush down 
the bend. a grandstand has been to the road. seize the weapons, 
cut in the banking for spectators. loot the bodies and disappear 
The first victim approaches. a back into the jungle. Curtain. 
single three-tomer, wearing a Scene Two is the same, Two 

more three-tanners approach. 
well-spaced: as they near a cutt- 
ing. the leader accelerates to get 
,through while the second slows. 
if necessary - they are never in 
the cutting at the same time. 

The bandits open up on the 
first vehicle and bring it to a 
standstill. Rom the canopy-less 
rear, troops return the fire and 
jump out. One or two are hit, but 
m i h t  qvl  dway into the jungle 

Meanwhile the second. v d e  
has stopped and a Bren gun and 

covering fire on thi. ban 
a grenade-firing rifle are gi 

positions while the rest of ' e 
men jump out and begin to en- 
circle the bandit position. Mean- 
while the men who escaped from 
the ambushed vehicle try to turn 
the bandits' other flank. 

The bandits are now caught: 
they can either try to break out 
backwards into the jungle - 
their most likely line of escape - 
or across the open road. Since 
the spectators could not see them 
in the jungle (and what would go 
on there is part of another lesson) 
the bandits choose the road and 
are all shot down, to bring Scene 
Two to a haPDv endina. 
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In the interval which follows, 
Major W. S .  Tee, chief in&uctor 
in jungle warfare at the centre. 
explains some of the anti-ambush 
gadgets. There is a smoke geaer- 
ator fitted either to the front or 
the rear of a three-tonner and 
operated by a switch in the 
driver's cab, linked with the 
vehicle's battery. There is the 
grenade-firing rifle and a special 
adapter to fire an "80" phosphor- 
ous smoke grenade: this, explains 
Major Tee, is particularly un- 
pleasant for bandits because if 
they get a phosphorous burn they 
just have to put up with it as 
they have no medical facilities. 
The grenade also sets the jungle 
on fire round them and provides 
smoke to make a screen and mark 
their position. 

Next there is The Bastard, also 
known sometimes as the Sweat 
Box, a three-tonner completely 
armoured against small-arms fire, 
which is all the bandits can pro- 
duce, and carrying a flame- 
thrower, a Bren gun and other 
small arms to fire through its 
little weapon slits. It travels in 
the Iear of a convoy and in the 
event of an ambush moves for- 

ward into the heart of the rrouble. 
Now to Scene Three, a deep 

cutting with a grandstand on one 
side and bandits, in theory. on 
the other. 

A convoy approaches. The Sirst 
three-tonner is fired on and the 
men in it return the fire before 
they leap for cover; one of them 
throws a phosphorous grenade. 
When the bandits see The Bastard 
approaching, they will lie quiet, 
as they know they can do noth- 
ing against an armoured vehicle. 
The smoke from the phosphorous 
grenade will tell The Bastard 
where they are. 

From the rear of the convoy, 
covering fire is descending on the 
bandit positions, while the men 
from the later lorries begin to 
push through the jungle to en- 
circle the haadits. The Bastard 
pushes forward, past the station- 
ary vehicles. and as it gets into 
the cutting its Bren starts to fire. 
and then the flame-thrower comes 
into action, It a n  lap the crest of 
the cutting, which would mask 
direct-fire weapons, and swamp 
with flame all the positions from 
which the bandits can fire at the 
convov. For obvious reasons. this 

For* larry.dnwr. dwklttg thk usoknffnen .la OS 
rimph a8 witdune 'm hla h d l l e k  tk. &... 
guuroior is 

time nobody plap  he pu.. ,,V.uLa Y Y L .  .~-. s-Lyyy.-, 
bandit. forestalling .them. A convoy. ap- 

Says Major Tee: "The flame- proaching a good ambush posit- 
thrower is a moraledestroying ion, stops short and the.men get 
weapon which made the Germans out to search the jungle, 
and the Japanese break cover "The bandit is not a fighting 
more quickly than anything else. type," says Major Te6. "He does 
And the morale of these bandits not want a batile. He likes easy 
is nothing like so tough as that meat. If he knows a unit searches 
of the Germans and Japanese." ambush positions, he does not lie 

A d  so, with the jungle aflame in ambush in that unit's area:' 
and counter-attacking troops NOTE: A platoon of the let 
searching the area to kill or cap- Battalion, 6th Gurkha Rifles. act- 
ture any bandits, Scene Three ing as demonstration platoon at 
comes to an  end. the centre for six months, ran 

But there are other ways of Ihrough the demonstration spec- 
cooino with ambushea. Maim Tee iallv fnr SOLDlER'r cameiaman~ 
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