


b It passible for me to %any an 
A&&n girl! Ifso. what arethe formali- 
ties to be complied wHh before 
can marry out here? - Pte., & 
(nonw ond add- supplhd). * No nambw ot :he B N d  A m y  i s  dba- 
ed lo u a y  4(1 Arrlrio*.-Ed.. SOLDIER 

UNIFORM WANTED 
Receniiy a NAAFI girl waa iven her 

chanca to ray her place In !OLDER 

ARMY'S Q S - A - Y E A R  PLAN 
ERE are details of the shod-term engagements for volunteers H as announced in the HOUK of Commons this month: - 

a r .  Hi her paid d g  or t e m p k y  
rank m a y k  Maj until the A m y  mvwia 
to m a d m e  Dmmo8h. 

These ora Eligible 
Engagement Is opm to:- 
(1) Men still on eme engage- there ahor&rmengagunenfr-for 

offkm and other mnkr-are Intended 
to tide aver the mriod till the Army ia 

menh-who have S W V ~ I O I S  than 

"Right y w  am - now exhale." 

UNITY IN PEACE 
May I thank di mnb who reptld to 

my latter in ruppcd d fwning an 
opoddion to perpehtate the Angle 
Amdcan unity which we knew i n  
SHAEF. Unfonrwn d-es have 
arisen. which b why I onnd &er d 
wp+"L w a recent 

ka m e t o ~ a v e t h d ~ ~  
011 beovwumm in whichcmeall who 
have acpnrd int8red will be wn- 
taded.-JohaHonis,ugit.RSigl. 

Snapshot (14 
a.. 

BAKERY I 

controlled. 
T h e ~ r o l o r * r i n t h e  

tmde are paid to men who have 
become uperh In their pafii- 
cular %Id. "There ON hun- 
dreds d varMionr in hr." a 
trade &do1 d d a d ,  "and all 
these hme to be token hrto 
accovnt. Then the yeasl-cantent 
and tempemlure d the dough 
must be considered In dation 
to the time of baking, sa %at 
even the bakl d bread J h d f  
becomes a "$My technieai 
opeptlon. wh er smoll or 
large quanfities are lnvdved." 

TRAINING SCHEMES 
Man membera of the RASC 

and A& will find their Army 
experience invaluable: but for 
the unskilled and semi-skllld 
there am various training 
xhema. The Ministry of La- 
bour vacat io~ l  training course 
(for which Senianrm ma 
apply throu h the Ministry1 
gives a round%orktmining). and 
candidates who do well in this 
may later have the opportunity 
to take mora advanced training 
leading to a "Notional Dlplo- 
ma" or "Cily and Guilds Certi- 
fkatc" 
Trademmpeti t ionsare~ - ed to e4lcourage 

technique and akill In b 
making, and mac than 50 
cmtrma throughout the country 
hdd rt-tllm or evening bak- 
ery A L .  The subjec+staught 
Indude phph. dmmiatry, ml- 
Elobldogl. cemmeretal pmc. 
lice. decomHon and design. 

Minimum mta of pa are 
bored on a &hour wee[ and 

fmm $4 7s WrJdl far a 

U 18s. for a foreman. Halidaya 
with py-om Induded. In many 
largo COIK.M then are op 

nma to advance from 

w M c h ~ ~ b d c m t h l x a l a r i u  
~ b o k r r r w h o m m o n r n  
Wr onrn business darted OS 
opCimtirrr In the bakery. 

: i  nand or Confa(1- to 

E hg to adminirhotlve pon 

HERE was once a Divisional 
Commander who, a t  a before- c battle conference. introduced 

E Signal Officer with the words: 
;entlemen, this is your Signal 

Officer. Take a good look at  him! 
For without good communications a 
division cannot fight." 

What is true of a division is true of 
every formation. 

Thus. Signal planning for D-Day 1944 
was as intense and intricate as any. 
Long before the assault the initial plans 
were made. The stores were collected. 
the frequencies allotted. On VE-Day 
Second Army announced, "Linemen in 
Second A m y  have laid enough cable 
to go four times round the world." 

Messages Went Through 
Throughout the campaign,DRs at Mi 

HQ of Second Army alone covered 
distance equal to 20 times round the 
world, carrying 1,500,OM) despatches. 
Ten million cipher groups (words or 
groups of letters andlor figures) were 
handled. The witch-hoard aperators 
at Second Army HQ put through 
1.25o.ooO calls; the signal office handled 
370.000 messages; between the crossing 
of the Rhine and the Cease Fire in 
Europe 1,173.217 words-equivalent to 
1,ooO columns in the newspapers-were 
sent over Royal Signals channels on 
behalf of the Press. 

A Royal Signals detachment accom- 
panied every Infantry battalion, every 
RA regiment and every Armoured 
regiment in every assault throughout 
the campaign in NW Europe. This, 
therefore, is not a technical account. 
nor an array of facts and figures. nc 
indeed, a "history." but a story of mi 
-of the linemen who walked fro 
Normandy to the Elhe, of bhe wirele 
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I ., '!J 



b It passible for me to %any an 
A&&n girl! Ifso. what arethe formali- 
ties to be complied wHh before 
can marry out here? - Pte., & 
(nonw ond add- supplhd). * No nambw ot :he B N d  A m y  i s  dba- 
ed lo u a y  ,w Arrlrio*.-Ed.. SOLDIER 

UNIFORM WANTED 
Receniiy a NAAFI girl waa iven her 

chanca to ray her place In !OLDER 

ARMY'S Q S - A - Y E A R  PLAN 
ERE are details of the shod-term engagements for volunteers H as announced in the HOUK of Commons this month: - 

a r .  Hi her paid d g  or t e m p k y  
rank m a y k  Maj until the A m y  mvwia 
to m a d m e  Dmmo8h. 

These ora Eligible 
Engagement Is opm to:- 
(1) Men still on eme engage- there ahor&rmengagunenfr-for 

offkm and other mnkr-are Intended 
to tide aver the mriod till the Army ia 

menh-who have S W V ~ I O I S  than 

"Right you am - now exhale." 

UNITY IN PEACE 
May I thank di mnb who reptld to 

my latter in ruppwt d farming an 
opoddion to perpehtate the Angle 
Amdcan unity which we knew i n  
SHAEF. Unfonrwn d-es have 
arisen. which b why I cannot &er d 
wp+"L w a recent 

ka m e t o ~ a v e t h d ~ ~  
011 beovwumm in whichcmeall who 
have acpnrd int8red will be wn- 
taded.-JohaHonis,ugit.RSigl. 

Snapshot (14 
a.. 

BAKERY I 

controlled. 
T h e ~ r o l o r * r i n t h e  

tmde are paid to men who have 
become experh In their pafii- 
cular %Id. "There ON hun- 
dreds d varMionr in hr." a 
trade &do1 d d a d ,  "and all 
these hme to be token hrto 
accovnt. Then the yeast-canteni 
and tempemlure d the dough 
must be considered In relation 
to the time of baking, sa %at 
even the bakl d bread J h d f  
becomes a 9 y  technieai 
opeptlon. wh er smoll or 
large quanfities are lnvdved." 

TRAINING SCHEMES 
Man membera of the RASC 

and A& will find their Army 
experience invaluable: but for 
the unskilled and semi-skllld 
there am various training 
xhema. The Ministry of La- 
bour vocational training course 
(for which Senianrm ma 
apply throu h the Ministry1 
gives a round%orktmining). and 
candidates who do well in this 
may later have the opportunity 
to take mora advanced training 
leading to a "Notional Dlplo- 
ma" or "Cily and Guilds Certi- 
fkatc" 
Trademmpeti t ionsare~ - ed to e4lcourage 

technique and akill In b 
making, and mac than 50 
cmtrma throughout the country 
hdd rt-tlme or evening bak- 
ery A L .  The subjec+staught 
Indude ph-. dmmiatry, ml- 
Elobldogl. cemmeretal pmc. 
lice. decomHon and design. 

Minimum mta of pa are 
bored on a &hour wee[ and 

fmm $4 7s WrJdl far a 

U 18s. for a foreman. Halidaya 
with py-om Induded. In many 
largo COIK.M then are op 

nma to advance from 

w M c h ~ ~ b d c m t h l x a l a r i u  
~ b o k r r r w h o m m o n r n  
Wr onrn business darted OS 

: i  nand or Confa(1- to 

E hg to adminirhotlve pon 

In the bakery. 

HERE was once a Divisional 
Commander who, a t  a before- c battle conference. introduced 

E Signal Officer with the words: 
;entlemen, this is your Signal 

Officer. Take a good look at  him! 
For without good communications a 
division cannot fight." 

What is true of a division is true of 
every formation. 

Thus. Signal planning for D-Day 1944 
was as intense and intricate as any. 
Long before the assault the initial plans 
were made. The stores were collected. 
the frequencies allotted. On VE-Day 
Second Army announced, "Linemen in 
Second A m y  have laid enough cable 
to go four times round the world." 

Messages Went Through 
Throughout the campaign,DRs at Mi 

HQ of Second Army alone covered 
distance equal to 20 times round the 
world, carrying 1,500,OM) despatches. 
Ten million cipher groups (words or 
groups of letters andlor figures) were 
handled. The witch-hoard aperators 
at Second Army HQ put through 
1.25o.ooO calls; the signal office handled 
370.000 messages; between the crossing 
of the Rhine and the Cease Fire in 
Europe 1,173.217 words-equivalent to 
1,ooO columns in the newspapers-were 
sent over Royal Signals channels on 
behalf of the Press. 

A Royal Signals detachment accom- 
panied every Infantry battalion, every 
RA regiment and every Armoured 
regiment in every assault throughout 
the campaign in NW Europe. This, 
therefore, is not a technical account. 
nor an array of facts and figures. nc 
indeed, a "history." but a story of mi 
-of the linemen who walked fro 
Normandy to the Elhe, of bhe wirele 

(CONTINUED ON ?AGE 

I ., '!J 



k" 

Undaunted DR 

Massive Network 

. . _  

--. 

aur@t and of tbe 

were mch the1 thq 
- .  turrianonthedk 

Above all, perbap. should be empha-. . - 
siKd tha venatility of the corpr The 

Signal lines in Seetlan. Norpundy far 

on D-ay. took cables a m u  tbe.'Rbine 

~ 

Narg. "ASSU" (ta Alr Support Signal many. 

* jnw 
hbanwbtte, the ram acnm the plains 

of Prance and throunh the Im'Coun- 
tries h.d soileagthswd the lina of 
commuuication thst the problem of 
maintehing ihem was no carp one. The 
SmulSmthatateh..f~~otP.tionh9 
d them tecbdciana of a high order. 
were in the same wft of podtkm es 
the GPO wonld be if all the communi- 

. 

Training the Germans I 
NOTHER important fork falling on the broad shoulders of Royal A Signals is the training of Germons in the use of British radio 

and line equipment, which i s  being used in increasing quantity in 
the speed-up of communications in the British Zone. 

Under the control of Royal Signals officers o number of schools 
have already trained severol hundred German students in the use 
of thel'brood-bond"system-by which200people can speakat the some 
time on one cable, each through the medium of o 5 mm-thickwire- 
in installation, odjurtment and servicing of equipment. 

Al l  Germons now being trained are former Wehrmocht, Luflwaffe 
o r  German Reichspost personnel with knowledge of communications 
before and during the war. so that after their course they orecapable 
of relieving British soldiers at most communications centres. Even- 
tually. when sufficient hove been trained in British methods and the 
use of British equipment, ver few Royol Signals men wi l l  be re- 
quired, and demobilisotion wii l  be greatly assisted in many of the 

technical branches. 
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SOLDIER MISCELLANY I 
PRING has bmugbt a msh of colour, not only to the cbnntryside. 

sb U: to the boolrstslln of Britain. Many once-monochrome magazines 
are coming oot in rainhow ioLs. 

T the beginning of this year Subaltern Eva NyLlova, ATS. petite, viva- 
&bus, blue-eyed Qechoslovakian girl, laid &de her acquittance mlls 
in her Marylebone c&my office and Wrote to the War Office for per- 
'mission to' trad to Prague. na reaam: to go ice-sliating. TO further 
euqutri+. %haltern Nyklova explained that the Czech championships 
were on and she wanted to compete. Had she done 80 before?, Well, yes. .. ..., 
in faet she had woo the Czech senior.championnhip twice before. . > :: .rl. ' y  ~. . - t. 

~ t e  a k~ .readers h v e ,  won- 
how SOIDIERk'colonra are prodnced in this way. the Copies 
(some have seen the pmcess SP Ham. 
burg). The answer's pretty technEEsl 
so Wke a deep breath. 

Work on a ftlll-eolour page (ie. a 

before pnnting. The 
originals, which are 

ender, are re-photc- 

an isrue of SOLDIER k m  ~ a e n  treated 

etched on one printing q W 1 .  the 

and red on the a Haet second. on a the fonsth. bhm Eaeh on a cyh- thid 
der runs in a bath of cotauai ink. 

in'black on the Ih 
verse shle af tha 

cover) st+s 10 drip atiwq1llnacr panis 

either colowd p i e  Paw- w- ibt 
turea or tranapar- colonrpfchuesnkrr 

graphed four times p . p s r - I p  
throngh fdtus of contiauaulund over 
dlfferent coloun. The d - 4  

tnnlaud.bY- fau plates d t -  
ing from thia coiclur d adbstahk ill*- 
.Bprratia w-t mediate rotlyr the 

redeYlindabmRd0 the amounis of 

those alrradvwiMd original. Lster when 
by the yellow 9h- 

printed one on top of 
the olher in approp LI nntilafdly-rolcmred 
riate inks the pk- P - h - u p  
turexiUhebuJkagafn.Intheoryitia This adjmtmePt may take h- to 
possible to make any colour hy a d t -  effect, and during that H o d  all 
able combination of the primaries - copies printed are nsed for aOIvWE 
red, yellow, blue - hut in practice these When SOLDEit is h d l y  printing the 
give a poor Mack, so black ia printed pacer thromJh the msehlnt at 
separately. Anotbu snag is that Rlters abwt four fnUe8 an hour. t n v e W g  
pield only a partial sepantion of the over 75 yards arql arriving at the last 
colours. and w each plate must be re- printing cylinder podtimed correct to 
touched later by a skilled amst-arfhn. I. m ~ .  
(In the case of an 'pinup" The accuracy of tbe to& dependa 
this work would appear to be no hard- not merely on the man r h o  takes the 

they will fit one ou top of the other. cyI&der to jnst the right dapth. the 
men who a#ljnst the e t e r  and the This needs S C N ~ U ~ U S  checking. 

yellor. black present d. blue in and the to+tit.- exactly on top of 

theae images M . &er. and 60 on, 

must .hip.) he w exactly four eop*r the same of each rig. Pm- CQ that p b o t e  but on the or craftsman sr*er who ths eiches pdntiql. the 

When all the colour pictnres for men who turn on the W. 

Tha war oftice allowed SUhaItern 
Nyklwa to go to Prague, and wished 
her lnck. She won the Czech senior 
ehaapionrhip again. Then she came 
back to her qcqdtmue mlls 
"I cannot memher the time when I 

did not want to skab," 8ap Subaltern 
Nyklwa. "A. a child I was called 

. 

~paad-tnin'. U, f a W .  a pragne'ss;ld 
company director, could not ondentand 
it I was the odd penny. There were 
no othar skaters in the f d y n n d  no 
one was interested in it. I found I 
could skate quite easily lithout tnmh- 
ling aronnd like the others." 

Eva contest4 many internatloMl 

ATS Subultern Eva 
Nyklova cuts a 
pretty figure on the 
ice. She wan the 
Czech senior cham- 
pianship this year. 
and is a potential 
world ChamDion. 

hard for three montba 
more. 1 don't want 
to fade out until 1 
know whether there 
is a charier that I 

T .is fashionahle to he funny J at the expense of the @wan 
"Join the Army and see the 
worId.'* Indian troops DoW 
vidting Britain on conducted 
toon have no can- - or 
nish - to join fn the WHti- 
cuma, hwevni they End the 
dogan even more apt than its 
originator intended i t  
hy These their men, unit.. &ally am lodged chosen 011 

arrival fn Britain at the Indian 
Form Leave Camp at Roe- 
aapipton. From bare they are 
taken on visita to Wkrbr 
Castle, the I-Ionsss of Parlfa- 
men$ S#. Panb. T- 
Ford'. Keston work ,+craft at F.aorY. Dapcnb.n. a 

modelfarmandmany@aws of amusement, In a forWht 

they get a fall idea of how 
Bdtain Ilrrr 
--*of- 

& not great - Uvwpn it N 
mfedent in the case of one 
p a r t v t o e n ~ t h e d f o ~ a  
about the Bloody Tower. There 
W 6 1  Ioma slight h c d h  in sa- 
fridge'. hecause tbs G e r W  
for "shavhg hmA" haa -- 

kwt mnst hands; he able very to pick important. up the right that Thcy glass 

for the right drink automatidly. TheY 
ant pull beek with that steady down- 
wad tbwt, w that the beer - 
for rw1 h.lf just pints, enough pfnts, head. quarts'and Rnmn @Ions. varies 

?hey mnst know the Merent w m  of 
pouring riner and rpirita. They must 
b w  how to kaep bsar in the cellar. 

jnst right and yon're made," MY. Mr. 
Castle. (He .hwM know. He has 
tlw naitfng to invest in another 
hotel.) Mr. Cadle holds that a girl witl never 

learn unless her misl8kes are pointed 
OM ai once. It's the old Army prfqdpk. 
Hs 5s rilllng to teach Am. 7n ease 

"Get a good #or h a m  YQUI beer 

theq th&k there% wmaaing odd about 
he&g alJandd. I oan tell them it i.. 

HEN cfa led castle, REME, left 
W. T d  the C u t b .  Army badlord recently of and the beeore Dover 

Castle Hotel in Dcptford'a Br0adr.y. 
again, he forud. among hfs othu tronhb 
thathecouldnotgetbsrmaf&So,ba 
ing stUI a hit A r m y d m ,  he de- 
cided to run a barmaidr' me. 

Yon and I might think that to he a 
~ y o u n e e d o n I y t o b s r e d l y  
attractive, to be rymplthetic and to he 
able to draw a pint without too mac4 
froth on it Ted beneres otherwh. 

A n ) l . I h C -  wuhg to laam a new . bade, fOr&W o5ajng 
€3 .week (tr&edbumsld...mmom 
than that). In sfx weeh he tnlocd &e 
girls, The sixth had to he R l V d  'She 
couldn't thinL for heme&- ..id Mr. 
castle, shaking his head aorrbwfnlly. 

On his first visit to Britain, Subadar Mqc 
Chanan Singh spends busy days as infer- 
preter to Indian troops going sighkeemg. 
He speaks English fluently. and IS never 

stumped for an apt translation. U 
I 
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"Get a good #or h a m  YQUI beer 

theq th&k there% wmaaing odd about 
he&g alJandd. I oan tell them it i.. 

HEN cfa led castle, REME, left 
W. T d  the C u t b .  Army badlord recently of and the beeore Dover 

Castle Hotel in Dcptford'a Br0adr.y. 
again, he forud. among hfs othu tronhb 
thathecouldnotgetbsrmaf&So,ba 
ing stUI a hit A r m y d m ,  he de- 
cided to run a barmaidr' me. 

Yon and I might think that to he a 
~ y o u n e e d o n I y t o b s r e d l y  
attractive, to be rymplthetic and to he 
able to draw a pint without too mac4 
froth on it Ted beneres otherwh. 

A n ) l . I h C -  wuhg to laam a new . bade, fOr&W o5ajng 
€3 .week (tr&edbumsld...mmom 
than that). In sfx weeh he tnlocd &e 
girls, The sixth had to he R l V d  'She 
couldn't thinL for heme&- ..id Mr. 
castle, shaking his head aorrbwfnlly. 

On his first visit to Britain, Subadar Mqc 
Chanan Singh spends busy days as infer- 
preter to Indian troops going sighkeemg. 
He speaks English fluently. and IS never 

stumped for an apt translation. U 
I 
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hddging aluipseDt and -was i n t U  for n m  o& in &cltered 

rrter.hntixmLdakobedbdmgedfrotaaI.Ni(Maaft. 
U o l r h d a  crew of 20 and was driven by a -.&ybach eaginu Some of 

the rdWi?s .nrapmof q$&ut .mall-arnutire, and towar& the end of the war 
*Were tued as- with buoyant decks shmg between two tags. The craft 

water.Tbo "daeL" had a b a t  on it to enclose the crew cornput- 
ment, ed at the M W  a powerdriven bollard uinclrto take e IW-inCh wire 
rope, md a touin,# book running on a curved tr& Por towing on I d  there 
was a -tml hook. Tbe engtne. mounted aft of the centre, waa fitted 
wilb a .(ufcr driven by a handle from the M of the arpentr(lcture. and 
ehtfbsd tn by the drlwr through a control on his left. The vehicle welghed 

was fully QrcLsd #en by twin .nm and steered by twin rndden in the Three Freaks on wheels B u t  h e r e ' s  n o  f r e a k : - T H E  A.RMY'S NEW 
- 

, 
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~ . Gnr. A. W. Field, who wants to become a market 



rhis holiday camp housed 
)f units during the war years. 
'Thumbs up" from a Pioneer. Rig 
rroops march out past the deserted 

fun fair I- . - . . . -. . . 
L r 4  . j 

Did Camm 
NCE upon a time - on 8 April 1946 to he exact - 12 men, who 
had been released frOm the Army just two days, cheerfully went 
back to the camp in which they had been serving, and SPENT 

There's a catch in thir story. of course. The camp to which these 
A HOLIDAY THERE.  

s.. 
&&; 

bore the coy dgnS "Lads" and "~asscs; 
and inside, over the wash basins. hung 

Parade outside Battery Office." Con- 
q e n f l Y  most Of them amused them- 

-p ea* week will win a free holiday. '' 
country and be as quiet as you like. If 
you want the orgahised hilarity of  cam^ 
life, then everything is laid loud bangiw 

commands "getouta-vil" at 0630. venger hunts, dandng. table t d s  tb-.- 
Instead just before eight, a song namentr or ht you A bge per- 

centage of campen prefer it this way. gushed over the camp Tannoy:- 
answering Radio Butlin's shout of "Hi- "floli art oi bed in the mornin' 

With o great big amiie ond a good de-HL" with a cheerful "Ho-de-Ho.:' 
good mornin' Whlchever way you wish to spend 

your holiday the accommodation and 'Get up with a grin 
There'# a new day thal's tumbling in. food are always there and both are 
Wake with the sun and the rocwter, good and cheap, 
Cock~-doodltdo like the rooster 

This was followed by the camp an- 

It's Irresistible 
Reveille, too. was different. No more 

On Cmet doon and paradn. bobbly-k,,ee con- I 

usler:' Golden Voice 
The "oldest" inhabitant of the camp 

nouncer's voice intoning: "Good morn- is the telephone operator. She is a 
lng, campen. Come along and join us young, pleasant, auburn-hairrd girl 
in another lovely day. Put the sleep named Lorraine. For four-and-a-W 
out of your eyes and prepare y o w l f  yean during the war she was in the 
fofi a day of grand fun." camp as an ATS telephonist. In 

Night-time. too, w a ~  pieasanter. LyiW December 1945 she was released and 
in bed they heard not the accustomcil went on leave. Somebow she coulddt 
noise of ammunition boots scraDing the get used to C i w  Street;coul&t settle 

was Butlin's Luxury Holiday Camp, apparently crazy people went back 
Clacton-on-Sea 

Like a lot of other stories, this one 
started on 3 September 1939. On this 
date Butlin's Holiday Camp, Clacton-00- 
Sea, went to waT; that & t o  MY, the 
Army took it over. During the next SIX 
years it served as an internee camp. a 
Pioneer Corp. Training Depot, a Light 
Ack-Ack e g  prkctice cam Finally it 
housed 16 HoldingRe@+oughout 
this time the main building of the camp 
bore the ironic words "Butlin's LUNIY 
Holiday Camp." In February of this 
year these words came back to life. 
B u W s  was free. The Army marched 
out and civilian workmen stepped in. style. 

Novelty proved to be the right word. 
No quick-change artist worked fester 

h6d M idea. Suggested he, in a polite UR&-~W are 
letter to Butlin's: "Why not re-open 
Butlin's Holiday Cimp with a gesture Arriving at Clacton Station the men 
to the men of the regiment who handed found not "redcaps" waiting to inspect 
it back to your their passes. but "redcoats" - B u W s  

Publidtv-minded Botlin's cottonid on entertainment stafl - waitina there to 

"quiet little cottage on the Cornisb 
Coasr' - the idea of going from the 
regimentatlon of Army life straight into 
the apparent "regimentation" of holiday 
camp life must seem crazy. 

A talk with the men who made the 
experiment proves that the idea, far 
from being craay. was b-ghly success- 
ful, for the following reasons: (1) the 
holiday was "huckshee"; (2) with 
30,OOD.oOO people trying to get holidays 
this year, accommodation-hunting for 
a release holiday is not easy; (3) it was 
a noveHv seeins the c a m  in its c i w r  

, ~~ 

to-the idea. Resulk-12 men of 16 Hold- welcome them. At the entrance 
ing Regt. whose release coincided with polite. blue-coated commissionaires, 
the reopening of the camp on 6 Apnl standing where the sentry box used to 
were invited to spend a holiday there be, brought out the inevitable "Wot, no 
with their families, Butlm's camp foot- Sentryl" In the mam ball the orderly 
ing the bill. Competition for vacancies room clerk had changed into a blonde 
was keen. Places picked by ballot receptionist vlth an at-your-service 
resulted in the choice of slx gunners smile. Down the rows of chalets-the 
and six serjeants with their complement one-time company iiaea - walked 
of wives and children. kid& with theu mothers a 
To any serving wldier who is brown- not to mention their grown-up 

ed off with living in close contact with Outs~de the chalets (painted 
hundreds of other men-whose one idea blue and orange) hung not 
of a holiday is to find that elusive woollen. long, but stackings. Si 

concrete pathr. but the shh; of b. mi.Hd "the friendship of Army 
civilian shoes, girlish giggles. and soft Hearinq that Butlin's Camp was 
late-to-bed maiden voices uooning to reopen she wrote in offering her ser- 
"l'm a little on the lonely side." vices as a telephonist. Taken on 

One thing, however, they found had promptly. she went back to the same 
not changed - the organised "every- job in the same camp. Only this time 
thing laid on'* atmosphere of camp life. she answered the phone cooingly with 
The day was mapped out in tlme "Good Morning. Thia is Butlin'B HoU- 

periods almost identical to those in day Camp.'' Lorraine d d : .  yl'm happy 
Training Programmes and Battery here. I like my work an& I t s  just like 

Our ex-soldiers' attitude to being In the Amy sgaiq plenty .of 
Few of 

friends and compan c.h. WITH (Capt.) followed the entertainment organ- 

life." 

n. 
was one of indifference. 

?Below. left: The children happily accompany the hostess as they 
set out from Clacton station to the camp. Right: Revelry by night 
as the conductor steps up the rhythm and the fun gets faster. 

at the 
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HE plight of the garrison was desperate. Food stocks had given 
out and ammunition was running low. It was decided to sneak a 
party through the besiegers' lines to try to bring back sheep and t a'- s 

! Greek Mountain Brigade in the Middle 
East, NZs sneaked into Greece to fight 
with the guerillas. NZs of the LRDG 
carried out raids nn the Greek islands, 
an N f  ship was the first to arrive in 
Athens with relief supplies. It was a 
bitter disappointment to the Greeks 
that NZ troops did not land in Greece 
when the country was liberated by the 
Germans. but the friendship between 
the countries continues and New Zea- 
land has invited Greece to send children 
to be brought up in the Dominion. 

Back in Middle East. NZ troops took 
part in the relief of Tobruk and the 
battle of Sidi Resegh. where one brigade 
war so badly cut up that it had only 
34 Infantrymen left unharmed out of 
four battalions. Another brigade went 
on to Garala and fought back with 
Eighth Army. 

Five-Day March 
When Tobruk fell to Rommel. iwo 

NZ brigades which were in Syria made 
a-five-day forced march from Syria to 
Mersa Matruh and fought an action 
at Minqar Qaim which helped to give 
Auchinleck h e  to consolidate at 
Alamein. 

Sustaining heavy casualties in the 
battle of Alamein, 2 NZ Division broke 
through with 7 Armoured Division, and 
two brigades swept forward to storm 
Halfaya. From then on they carried 
out Monty's famous "left hooks" and 
fought to the end of the battle in 
Tunisia when their old. opponents. 
Rommel's crack 90 Light Division, 
surrendered to them. 

During this time a third brigade was 
training as the nucleus of an armoured 
division and for the Italian campaign 
New Zealand fielded a division that 
comprised some 200 Sherman tanks 
and three Infantry brigades. Fighting 
with hotb Eighth and Fifth Armies, the 
Kiwis plugged victoriously up the 
length of Italy. adding Orsogna. Cassino. 
Florence, Faenza and the Senio to 
their list of triumphs. and ending their 
campaign at Trieste. 

Meanwhile in New Zealand, another 
division, the 3rd. was formed when the 
Japanese came into the war and 
undertook the garrisoning of Allied 
Pacific islands - Tonga. New Hebrides. 
New Caledonia and Fiji. They provided 
officers and NCOs for a force of 
Fijians and they sent units to fight the 
Japane,se on Villa la Villa. the 
Solomans, the Green Islands and the 

cruit on me rignr, gave ga 
and loyal service during 

war. 
Below: 1914-18 War photo 01 
New Zealanders watchin 
shellhurst on Messines Ri ia  ge. 

cattle. 

story, they were released and sent back inside their defences. 
The forage party was captured and interrogated. When they had told their c r 

tinaent to OCCUDV the German island , .. Next morning enemy war-ctaft a p  
peared op the river that flowed through 
the town. flying white flags. They 
brought the defenders food and ammu- 
nition. y1 that they might continue the 
fight. 

F w y  s k y l  No. Part of a Salisbury 
Plain exercise? No. The incident 
occurred at the little town of Waitara, 
in the North Island of New Zealand. 
during the Maori wars of 1860-10. The 
garrison of Waitara were white sett- 
lers, the besiegers were the Maoris. 

The Maoris had their own strict code 
of warfare and, though they were 

.fighting because white settlers had 
broken pledges made in the name of 
the Great Queen in 1840, they were 
determined to stick to it. 

_. 
of 3amoa. 

The 1st fought in North Africa. 
wainst the Senoussi at Siwa. with 

i ~ ~ ~ 

Allenby in Palestine, at Galliphi. In 
1917 it wa6 moved to the Western 
Front where it made history at 
Passchendaele. 

Out of 120,MO men enlisted and 
trained in the First World War. 1OO.ooO 
New Zealanders served overseas); they 
suffered 55,OOO casualties. including 
16,Mx) killed, and their awards included 
seven VCs. Between the wars New 
Zealand maintained a compulsory terri- 
torial service until 1930. when this 
was changed to a voluntary service 
during the depression A regular army 
was gradually evolved consisting of 
the cadre for a division. to he embodied 
from territorials and volunteers on the 
outbreak of war, and in 1939 New Zea- 
la!d undertook to maintain a division 
in the field. 
In January 1940 the first brigade of 2 NZ 

Division arrived in Egypt. The 2nd was 
diverted to Britain on the fall  of France 
and served throughout the Battle of 
Britain, and the third arrived in Egypt 
in October 1940. 

\-- 

Cheered the Enemy 
Their admiration for a brave man 

outweighed the circumstance that he 
might be on the enemy side, and, when 
besiegers of another garrison shot down 
the garrison's flag and one of the white 
defenders gallantly exposed himself to 
the full view of the Maoris while he 
climbed up to hoist another. the Maoris 
stood np and cheered. 

Natural warriors. the Maoris had a 
knowledge of tactics that was as sound 
as their individual performances were 
courageous, and the wars ended in 
stalemate. But they brought about the 
white man's respect for the Maori and 
they gave birth to New Zealands 
army. To aid the regular troops from 
Britain, militia units were formed from 
the settlers and from these sprang New 
Zealands forces of today. 

The first overseas campaign in which 
New Zealanders took part was the 
South African war. when roughly a 
mounted brigade. including Maoris, was 
sent to fight the Boers. After the South 
African War New Zealand's unpaid 
militia flourished until 1914. when the 
Dominion formed 1 NZ Division for 
service overseas, in addition to a con- 

Basis of LRDG i 
Nearly 3oo.oM) New Zealanders. 

about a fifth of the population of the 
Dominion, joined the colnnn in the 
war. They had about 40,OOO casualties, 
35,OOO of whom were in the Army. 
New Zealand soldiers won five VCs. 
the last being a posthumous award to 
a Maori officer in Tunisia. 

Dance before Bottle 

troops and they prefer the spectacular 
in battle and delight in a bayonet 
charge. In Greece and Crete they 
charged German tanks with rifles and 
grenades. and got the better of the 
encounter. 

The white New Zealander, usually 
stocky and sturdy. is more like his 
cousin from Britain in speech and out- 
look than any other Dominion soldier. 
But he is strongly individualist and 
resents any suggestion that he is any- 
thing but a New Zealander pure and 
simple. 

Conditions in hi9 sparsely populated 
homeland have made him practised in 
many trades. full of initiative and 
thoroughly independent. Given a job to 
do, he will Pet on with it b his own 

Supply and technical troops served 
in Wavell's Western Desert campaign, 
though no brigade was committed in 
that action. The Long Range Desert 
Group was formed about that time and 
was basically New Zealand in com- 
position; it remained 30 to U )  per cent 
New Zealand until the end of the 
Mediterranean war. 

The first time the Kiwis went into 
action as a division was in Greece, 
where they bore the brunt of the fight- 
ing, and in Crete, where two brigades 
without supporting arms faced the 
German airborne might with rifles. The 
Greek and Cretan campaigns cost the 
New Zealanders about 5.500 casualties. 

Later. NZ instructors- trained the 

The Maoris, those gentlemanly 
enemies of last century, have taken 
their full share in New Zealand's war 
effort. Though there was conscription 
for the white men in this war, there 
was none for the Maoris. whose rights 
are laid down in the treaty of 1840. 
But Maori volunteers were plentiful. 
Maoris were scattered throughout the 
white units. on equal terms in every 
way with their white comrades, as 
they are in tin-lian life. In addition 
a Maori battalion. officered completely 
by Maoris. fought with great gallantry 
in the Mediterranean campaign. 

The Maoris. descendants of a great 
warrior-race. prepare themselves for 
battle with a jubilant,dance they call 
the Hakaa; exhibitionists by nature. 
they are admirable, parade-ground 

way and res& any attempt to tell him 
how to do it. 

He dislikes ceremonial in the Army 
unless he sees good reason for it. 
Then. as when Mr. Churchill inapeaed 
New Zealanders near Tripoli, he puts 
up a first-rate show. 

matriculation standard Many have 
taken commissions in the British and 
Indian armies. 

I 
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m i ~  ~ n p w n  JIIWIS.  UII ~ii>rruoress or m e  mrmingnam ~oiiegc. expiain 
design to a student. She is  an ex-WRNS officer and served on the stafs 
Lord Louis Mountbatten and the late Admiral Sir Bertram Ramwy. 

, AWW: Marching is thirsiy work, so the stores 
include extra milk. 

i ' Below: Ween-rounds refresher for n 
~ competi the Cadet boxing trials. 
6 - -~_  _ _ _ _ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  .~ i ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ I  ,~ ~, 
j l i  r -  

me main Lomrnon K w m  at the Birm- 
gharnCollege.which is co-educational. 
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BAOR 

"I say, has anyone seen my batman?" "Now I know why Blenkinsop 
didn't want o bowler hat." 

I 
" A l l  I've got 10 declare is that it's 

3od to be home again." 

-7 
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