






















IT WAS THE GREATEST DAY IN THE LIVES OF ITS THIRTEEN “HEN” WHEN A COMMANDO V.C. OF 

WRITTLE’S LITTLE 
HEAtbollHiBblsndashrd 
WbeglnflSbiabhg* 
dnymorea, fa their d.la 

in Britain fns b&a disputed. 
The challenge comes from 

Writtle, an Essex village near 
Chelmsford when 60 years ago 
Marconi sent out his first wireless 
message. Today, Wrinle is the 
home of The Back Road Army- 
a small, selfzquippd fora keyed 
to a high degree of efiiciency by 
strict discipline, Commando-style 
training and frequent exercises. 

This is an Army of young (very 
young) soldiers, only 13-strong 
and the average age of its five 
offian, two non-commissioned 
officers and six privates U only 1 I 
years. Its Commanding O k ,  
“Major” Anthony J. Rowlands 
is just 12 years old; “Sergeant” 
Roy Lowe at 13 is the old sweat 
and “Private” Raymond Windley, 
@ nine, the youngest recruit. 

With Lieutenant-Colonel A. C. 
Newman VC, hero of the St. 
Nazaire Commando raid in 1942, 
SOLDIER recently visited the 
Back Road Army at its head- 
quarters at Daws Farm in Back 
Road, Writtle. From the start it 
was clear that this private army 
takes its soldiering seriouly. 

Two sentries, wearing Military 
Police bnwsards, gave the Colonel 
a smart butt salute with their 
wooden riks and then marched 
in front of his car to the parade 
ground in the farmhouse garden. 
On the lawn, the Army stood to 
attention in two ranks, the Com- 
mandingOffiar, in“serviccdrss” 
bearing a major’s crowns, in front. 

Behind the Army the Union 
Jack Rnu over HQ, a wooden shed 
which as a stores depot, 
command post and an “enemy” 
position. At Lieutenant-Colonel 
Newman’s approach two buglers 
in the Army Cadet Fora, sounded 
the General Salute and “Major” 
Rowlands stepped forward with 
a crisp invitation to inspat his 
men. 

T to be the wily private nnny 

Briskly the “Major” put his 
army through its showpiecc 
drill movements, unarmed corn- J: 

~t, bayonet and target practice, 
ossing a river by rope and 

assembling a wn emplacement. 1 
In a spaafular  attack on an 
mmy post the Back Road Army 
crawled from cover. firing home- 
made weapons, and charged the 
post, blowing it up with an 
explosion that sent a farm cat 
scurrying for cover. The demon- 
stration ended with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Newman taking thesalute 
at a smart march past. 
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THE ST. W I R E  RAID INSPECTED 

ARMY 

Lieutenant-Colonel Newman 
then addressed the troops, signed 
autograph books and promised 
to pay another visit, with his 
Victoria Cross. 

The Back Road Army started 
four years ago under the corn-‘ 
mand of the present “Major’s” 
elder brother, Petex Rowlands, 
now a bugler in his school’s Com- 
bined Cadet Fora band. The top 
age limit for the Army is 13 and 
some 50 boys have passed through 
its ranks, many of them later 
joinrng the Cadets. The original 
force, the Royal Writtk Com- 
mando Corps. began witb only 
three members but the number 
quickly gm to IS. 

Last year “Major” Rowhda 
mreaniscdtheGmunand0 Corps 
BS the Back Road Army and 
began an extensive progRrmne 
of toughening up and re-eqUlp- 
pine. Parading cmy Saturday 
and on summu evenings, the 
Army holds cxemises in the fidds 
at Dawa Farm, making we of a 
wide brwk, a quarry and the 
”Ma@not Line,” a trarh system 
based on an old archneological 
site. In summer the troops have 
camped out in an old Am& m t .  

Most of the Army’8 wooden 
rim and m@ineguns have teen 
fashioned by the boys thanalves 
in workshops at the farm. Cloth- 
ing c o w  mainly from jumble 
saks (“Major” Rowlnnds’ mother 

The Back Road Army’s enthus- 
iasm is nRected in its strict 
discipline. After the demomitra- 
tion for Lieutenant-Colonel New- 
man VC, the boys dashed off 
h o m  for a quick meal and wrc 
back again for another driU 
session and andther cxerck. 

OneoftheofFicers, “Lmtemant” 
Lkmk Baincs (then two 
“captains,” two “3ieutemants;’ a 
“Oolour+ergeant,” “sergeant” and 
six “privates”) cut his forehead 
falling from the rope during the 
morning rehearsal, but with a 
plaster over the wound he gamdy 
carried on for the rcst of the day. 
In previous mishaps a “‘captain” 
broke his wrist on manrmvm 
and “Major” Rowlands frachued 
hia arm uwinging on an iron bar. 

But the Back Roed Army’s 
mothas never worry about their 
sons. The “Major’s’’ father, Mr. 
L. A. Rowlands, an cx-Captain 
m the Royal Army scrvics Corps, 
keeps an .cyc on the boys and 
other fathas, most of them cx- 
S e r v i  and fellow members 
of the British Legion, passe t i p  
to the young Army. ~T i l cy  go OtT 
down the Mds for the day and 
comebacktiredandhappy. But 
they always come back @ether 
as an army,” said Mr. Rowlands. 

FOOTNOTE: Thirty-odd miks 
from Writtk, ninayear-dd Noel 
O’Mahony, of hiarylebone, is 
another younpstez with a keen 

is the Army’s Commissariat) and intenst in soldking. In a plastic 
equipment, such as haversacks suit of Roman-style armour he 
h h ~ t e d  from tack tnvlsmrt take a weeklv turn “m mar#’ 

15shiUings.wonbytheArmyina visits military museums and 
Villaee. fancy drcss parade, was watched Army films on tckvision. 
mveacd in water bottles. PEmR N. WOOD 
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SOLDIER to SOldl.ER‘ 
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E A R L Y 1 4 g a d s ( L e h d d & W s l h l Y 1 ~ &  “ ’  

~ - a r ~ n b a r h n a n e r r r y b o d g m t o  
rogait ksllrph*g to lan clrtflLa.bpt it ere 

most s d d  fih wclc all British and all about thc Army: 
‘The Bri&s on the River Kwai,” “Dunkirk,” and “Carry On, 

film about war, notably “Ice Cdd in Alwc” and “I Was Monty’s 
D o u w  all of them biggw pmrchons ‘ thanhorrororsuxfilmk 

whieh all gcc3toPvethat thopeis 
sofdjar. * * *  

N dio &top b o x - o l & e . m r e t h a a t e l r c . . s b l ~  
A recent sumy o f 4 o o o ~ s h o r m  that in I958 the three, 

sorlloaat.” Theia IURC many 0 t h  only slightly lssa popular 

. -  
LL too rerelydo lords of the realm discuss the Army, 

W wimthav do they geavally have soolemiag sensible 

Take Lord Auckland-a private soldier once himself. 
During a reant debate .in the House of Lords, he admitted that 
there were “aggravating items of spit and polish and so-called 
petty tyrannies” in every unit. But, in his opinion, it did not hurt 
anyone to polish his boots and make his toecaps shine or to press 
his uniform: in fact, it was good for him. A civilian wore a clean 
wllar and pressed suit to the office and there was no reason why 
a soldier should object to going on parade with blancoed webbing, 
clean brasses and clean boots. 

For saying this, Lord Auckland was headlined in one daily 
newapaper as an advocate of “bull.” If that is what “bull” 
means then SOLDIER and every self-mpecting Serviceman is 
in favour of it. * * *  

W E A R  AND TEAR- IT ’S AN ORDER!: 
OWN in Hampshire are 
a score of Infantrymen 
who wear out ia 12 

boots th.a even the most heavy- 
footed old sweat could get thrrmge 
in a lifetime. 

And, for g w d  measure. they 
somimes run through two 
battledresses in a week. 

Such mrs-use of Government 
property would qualify them for a 
long stretch in the guardroom if 
they belonged to any ordinary 
unit-but they don’t. They are 
members of the Field Trials 
Section of the Ministry of Supply’s 
Clothing and S t o m  Experimental 
Establishment at Farnborough 
and their job is to test Army 
clothing, equipment and stored, 
if nawssary to destruction. 

When the Army decides it 
w e t s  a new type of boot, for 
instance, the Ministry of Supply 
designs them and prototypes are 
made. They may look right but 
will they do the job? Are they 
fireproof and waterproof? How 
long will the soles last? Are they 
dangerous to wear on slippery 
surfaces? 

That is where the “guinea-pig” 
soldiers at Farnborough come in. 
They put on the new boots and 
begin to march round and round 
the 600-yard boot track at the 
Establishment’s testing ground. 
On their marches-ften up to 
IS miles a day-they walk over 
every type of surface a soldier is 
likely to meet anywhere in the 
world: over sand and mud, 

D laonths more pin of 
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,through water, across sharp 
rocks, smooth boulders, cinders, 
gravel and wocrete. They climb 
wooden stiles, clambv up wn-  
mete steps and Degotiate a log 
framework designed to test the 
Rexibility of the boots and the 
strength of the stitching. On and 
on they go, day after day, until 
the boots are worn out. 

Testing boots is only part of the 
work carried out by the men of 
the Field Trials Section which is 
commanded by Major A. C. 
Grecf MC, of the Suffolk Regi- 
ment, and wntains the only 
Servicemen on the staff of the 
Establishment. 

For “accelefawd” mar terts on 
clothing, and some equipment, 
they go into action on an k u l t  
wurse, clambering over wallr, 
through a bombed building, omr 
a log fence, through a narrow 
concrete tunnel, over a brushwood 
fence and up a steep railway 
embankment. A battledress which 
should last for at least 18 months 
under normal conditions does well 
to stand up to three days of this 
kind of treatment. 

After each circuit of the boot 
track or the assault course, 
Captain C. V. Harding, Royal 
Artillery, and Sergeant-Major 
1. R. J. Kemp, of The Buffs, 
examine the articles k i n g  tested 
and with the assistance of a 
lengthy questionnaire compile a 
‘‘war” SU)R--B numerical rating 
devised for various types of 
failure. A half inch fray on a 

stage may count half a point, a 
t e a r o f t h e ~ L n e t h w o u M ~  
samh,cpoints. 

whol testing waterprod 
C l o t h i  the mn of the seaion 
do not have to wsit for a rainy 
day. They put on the garment 
and pop into a 23-ft.aquare rain 
shed where they are subjeaed to 
tropical downpours and blown 
about by winds of up to 30 miles 
an hour. They also test shirts, 
socks, pants and vests. 

Two important men in the 
Section are a tailor and a laundry. 
man of the Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps. The tailor w i r s  and, if 
nmxaan’, modifice clothing and 
m u m  evay garment before 
it goes od kat. The laundryman 
W M h p  them before and during 
the tests and any shrinkage is 
warded. A eannsqt which 
ihrinLs excessively may.bt  even 
asin tcsts. 

The men of the Fiehi Tripls 
ssction work clo&iy with the 
Establishment’s other five sec- 
tions - Applied Psychology. 
Physiology, Statistics, Bio-physics 
and Materials-and are so- 
times called upon, with men from 
other local units, to take part in 
experiments to discpver ways of 
reducing noise and vibration in 
vehicles, how various types of 
vehicle seating affect physical 
dfciency, to develop new t y p s  of 
fabric and generally to provide the 
soldier with the most efficient 
clothing and equipment wherever 
he is servina. 
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Above: Ir the n i m  shed two men 
try WI  P HW motor-cycling 
Unform in a tropimi d o w p o u .  
Any fwh will be nctifid so 
tht  the suits are perfect when 
they become D gememi issur. 

N the same debate another noMe Iod-Lord m e .  
famerty of the Welch R&nent - to ld  a recruiting story that 
m#t wt to go meaorded. I Just after World War One a very poor, very hungry little 

man went to the depot to enlist and was turned away beaus 
he was half an inch too short. 

With only ninepemx in his pocket, he entered a public house 
opposite the depot qnd bought a flagon of beer. He wrapped it 
in some sacking and asked another man at the bar to hit him over 
the head with it. The man hit him as hard as he wuld and 
knocked When him he came unconscious. to, the little man had an enormous swelling 

on top of his head. He went back into the depot and told the 
medical officer he had made a mistake. The medical officer 
measured him again and found he was exactly the right height! 

The man served for many years but was always half an inch 
under the minimum regulation height. 
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C '  
GREAT BRITAIN 

TRE FINAL ROUND AT WEYBOURME 
. 

c m u s  
7 

DIEHARDS HOClOUR A BEET 
N Army knc rkh a kmnd and two bulk hdr 

naw occu)*l a pkcc d honcur In the munwm a the 
M i U v e n  R&nemtd Depu in t l Y I  HMI. 

Th. beret bdang~ U, Lieutenant J d m  Hewmn. d the 
M i d d l e m ~  R.giment. wha waa h r i n g  k when a %.-men patrd 
ha w a  iwding was ambushed by termrho In Cypw.  

He was standing up In a truck when tha terrorlro opened (k. 
from 20 yards renge. One bu l k  razed his left umpk, rnxuhed 
-ha tha C8p c.mc r d h k  bwa. diced a# a tuft d 
hair. and reappek%trough the bock of tha kruc. 

mounted a o~unter-%c& a d  drow tb urro'*o 

during theencaulrur IJwWMIM HrnoA hr 
X h a m  cmo. 

A 

w i n d e d  by Mood from t h . d p w u l n d .  Lkuunont H.*lon 

zxly2e. 
Far hb k o v  

the Hong ppss Kong of h a r h ,  the IWO 

regi-"1s. LefI: An of "A" Compmy, Earl 

On the quayside officers from - the East Lancashire Regiment 
met their o p p i t e  n u m h  in 
the South Lancashires and each 
of the newlv arrived fomilia Two 

HEN the troopship 
Oxfordshire steamed in- 
t o  Hong Kong harbour W recently twa regiman- 

tal flags flew from the masthead 
-the flags of the East Lancashire 
Reqiment and the South Lanca- 

On board were the South 
Lancaahires coming to jdn  the 
East Lancashires with wham 
they are now amalgamated aa 
the Lancarhire Regiment (Prince 
of Wales's) Voluntean. It waa 
the fim amalgamation of In- 
fawtry m@mm~ autside Eurape. 

__ . . -. .- . . . , -. . . . . . . -. . . .. . .. 
As the ship entered dock it was taken under her wing by 

was met by Lieutenant-Colonel a wifc of the East Lancashira. 
C. W. Griffin MC. the Command- Theamalgamation ceremonies 
ing Of6c.x of the East Lanca- took place later when the new 
shires, bearing .his regimental Regiment paraded wearing i ts  
flag. and the East Lancashira new cap badge and shoulder 
band struck up the regimental titles and new C d w n  were 
march of their *er regiment. 

. , . ~  . . r . * ~ ~ ?  ~ . .  ,. 

dedicated. 
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i The News YOU ~ & h t  
rYrrve) Missed 

VICTORIA CROSS 

4 THE RIGHT D M S S  smock) and baa and lhcir bad- of 
n n k  are no1 Vlub ouy to W. 

Par&n!.e EIrigadc js hi- than j n  
mart mits or foryuoas and no mldm 
rmu faluta a mUll8l rapaat- 
major by mirUke%utinr U M out. 
wrrd sisu of .Mna. Anc the 
majority of a o l d i i  m m0-t 
that UMir o h  must. w m  diUemt 
drsrr in order to be 

YOL the . l a lmor  UlUtiO8 in the 

THE RIFLE 

I 
WM a compuatiwly "silent" one. U 
far U 8nillery WM mIIFoIIKd, at lean 
in its initial itam 

WUSOLDIER thinkin oftheattuck 
on the Mainca ndpc 0.7 June. 1917, 
whsn m k s  WOIC uscd on a minor slk 
and in which thwc wu M artilkry 
hrnscofwb.blYZqmnnwnda 
number of mine u p h n r - o n  a rronl 
of rou8hb mn mik-W. Greu 
(u-a4.r IH R&.), 7 
Chrler, Wnt 
*SOLDIER IU -. Ilk artilkrrv 

....... 
h& wc.r .the t ~ o  hltlcdrcas (or I haw always undmtmd that the 

?AY ?AMDES 
h t  kttw in SOLDIeR, hve 

cxprrracd a for roorgantnuon of . thetnditiaulnnhodofpyim~imps. 
I haw dcrivd a nnhod. without 

inlrodqcine the $ay kec whkh ku 
provedin m x i c e t o ? Z o s t ~ a t  
the pay ~ I e M d M r ~  the otl*a 
.pian having to make up daecita 
The nnhod is  simp!h A c q u i w  

rolh are m& out rn al hak t id l  
order Warml1dllenMdJm5nl. 
n e  hies are put into m p :  A-E; 
F-M; and N-Z The Imprart Holder 
hmks  do- the told py mto amounts 
rrcdcd for each Md the 0Wkm 
mlkaiw the~numey from the bank 
checks each slip and lrer the amounts 
in &p.Rte'b.lp. %ha, the p y i  
oWkm, witb an adsiml, the 8 
nota lKodcd for each follo of Acquit- 
1- Rolh, to the top M-hand 
wmr the 10s. nota at the hom. 
To ea& block of f o l h  is cli 
showin the tow amount ovk%% 

&kn nII bh& haw brrn dult with 
a check cm be nude with Up lmpreu 
holdcr's ?latnncnt by comparing with 
the slap m uch bbck. 

Just before p y  purdc the py ins  
offiecn for uch p u p  collea the 
money and check it, includiap the mini 
ththweto be paid out (thae am kspi 
in -1. on pv p.Ra the hoop linc s p  

be it."*. 
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+xumnalba rn MusB 1959 and March 1960: .la0 kir(..t Rorah. 
Wra (cltolad Exh 19-21, mth allorsmc for F- -- 
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aGIMENTAL BLAZER BADGES 
WALL PLAQIJEB ' REGIMENTAL TIES . BLAZERS' 

CREST92D CUFF LINKS. TIE HOLDERS 
CAR BADGES . CRFS4TD FTW"ER TANKARDS 

ETC. ETC. 

Fdl d M f l s a n  npuul. .by brgc 4@ied. OririnJ 

CASTEW CLUB COLOUR CO. 
aket&8wpied. Enplrlr*rfmm Mczs h m i a  veleomd 
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