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SOLDIER
to soldier

It's just not
fun any more

“I’VE enjoyed my 16 years in
the Army but I wouldn’t join
it if I was starting out now”
was the gist of an unsigned
bluey from Kosovo addressed
to this office.

Anonymous letters invari-
ably end up in our bin, but
given the massive efforts to
improve retention, we felt the
author (revealed only as a
senior NCO in 1st The
Queen’s Dragoon Guards)
deserved a wider audience.

Expressing a degree of
scepticism about the report
“Action to ease tour inter-
vals” (Westminster column,
Sept), he listed his own regi-
ment’s recent and future tour
commitments and reckoned
its tour interval during that
period was ten months, “not
including training and exer-
cises”™.

The consequence was, he
wrote, under-manned tours,
missed trade courses, lost
trade pay, and the loss of
adventurous training oppor-
tunities and qualifications.

NO TOURNAMENT

“The fun is gone . . . no
tattoos, no Royal Tourna-
ment. The Army was about
fun, while in or out of camp,
on or off tours. Today you
aren’t allowed to have fun.”

His words recalled those of
the Chief of the General Staff
who, in an interview with Sol-
dier two years ago, spoke of
the importance of sport and
adventurous training and his
strong belief that “the Army
needs to be fun”.

On Page 7 we report the
launch of CGS’s Briefing
Team, which might well cross
the path of “SNCO QDG” in
person. If that was to
happen, his views could be
conveved straight to CGS.

In the meantime, our anony-
mous correspondent might
consider sharing his opin-
ions, confidentially, with the
Army Retention Study team
(HQ Adjutant General,
Upavon, Pewsey, Wilts SN9
6BE), set up with the specific
aim of improving retention
by making the Army a better

place to be.

More fun, perhaps?




Special report

RMP officer with UN
smuggled villagers

out under the noses
of murderous militia

MILITARY policeman Maj John Petrie
has told how he and a Brazilian colleague
smuggled terrified East Timorese people
to safety through roadblocks manned by
murderous pro-Indonesian militia.

The AGC (PRO) officer, who was
working for the UN Mission in East
Timor (Unamet) preparing the island for
its fateful independence ballot, risked his
life to save members of a family with
whom he and other Unamet staff had
been staying.

In all, Maj Petrie, seconded from HQ
London District, made four trips through
militia and Indonesian army checkpoints
to carry 30 villagers to safety in his UN
Land Rover.

On each occasion, adults were con-
cealed in the back of the vehicle under a
tarpaulin covered with boxes of bottled
water, while women and children were
squashed into the well between the front
and rear seats. On one occasion he turned
up the volume of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons on
the stereo to drown out the whimpers of a
terrified little girl as militiamen prowled
around the Land Rover.

Maj Petrie, who made the trips on the
day before the result of the referendum
were announced, told a national newspa-
per that if his passengers had been discov-
ered he and they would have been killed
by the militia.

He and his Brazilian colleague had felt
responsible for the people with whom
they had lived in the town of Manartuto,

N | &

Relief all round: Maj John Petrie is delighted to find the villagers he rescued safe and well

where he worked as a military liaison offi-
cer. The families feared that once the
ballot result was announced they would
be singled out and slaughtered by the pro-
Jakarta militias and their Indonesian
army allies.

Maj Petrie was in the UN building
when the result was broadcast at 0900
hours. By 0945 the first of three attacks
had begun and the next day the Unamet
staff were evacuated.

Weeks later, when he returned on a UN
flight, Maj Petrie was able to establish
that the people he had rescued were still
safe and well.

Helping hand:
British Army doctor
Lt Col Hem Goshai,
left, from 2 RGR,
administers first aid
to Dili residents

Watchful: Soldiers
from 2 RGR, right,
guard a post over-
looking Dili, capital
of East Timor. The
Gurkhas were
responsible for the
security of the hills
around Dili and the
United Nations com-
pound in the city

Pictures: Sgt lan Liptrot

Picture: Popperfoto/Reuters

Scarlet Pimpernel of East Timor

Gurkhas open fire .
as militiamen flee

GURKHAS deployed in East Timor
opened fire for the first time while pursu-
ing armed militiamen who had been ter-
rorising ~thousands of refugees in a
quayside shantytown.

A patrol of 20 men from the 2nd Battal-
ion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles, under the
command of company commander Maj
Tim Warrington, was despatched to the
eastern port of Com to capture the thugs
who were holding about 3,000 terrified
refugees.

The Gurkhas fired warning shots to
prevent the gang fleeing into surrounding
hills and captured four militiamen during
the two-day operation. The Gurkhas had
earlier escorted a humanitarian convoy
into Los Palos, where they had been told
of the dangerous situation in Com.

The Gurkhas chased the militia into

Investigator joins warcrimes team on island

WO2 John Harvey of the RMP’s Special
Investigation Branch is in East Timor to
assist Australian investigators looking
into alleged war crimes on the island.

He is one of a number of different cap-
badges serving with the peacekeeping
force. Others include 18 soldiers from
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Blandford-based 30 Signal Regiment
unc}er Capt Alexander Fennell, two
senior NCOs from 33 Engineer Regiment
(EOD) and Gurkha sappers from 35
Engineer Regiment. Maj Graham Olley
has relieved Maj Alistair Mack from the
Civil Affairs Group at Minley, Surrey.
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the forest but were
thwarted when they
found large numbers
of refugees, mainly
women and children,
hiding among the
trees. At last light the
Gurkhas re-deployed
to Com to secure
the area and prevent
the militiamen from
returning. Four were
captured the follow-
ing day and their
leader handed him-
self over to the local
pro-independence Falintil guerrilla
group.

A 27-vehicle aid convoy escorted into
Los Palos by the Gurkhas was the first to
reach the militia-infested extreme east of
the island. It took two days to grind its
way up the rugged north coast and was
greeted by jubilant refugees streaming
back from the hills to their badly damaged
town. Every shop in Los Palos was report-
ed to have been destroyed.

Some Gurkhas arrived ahead of the
convoy on board Black Hawk helicopters
to secure the area in which militia gangs
had murdered nuns and church workers a
few days before.

The aid operation coincided with the
launch of a major drive west by Australian
forces into the region along the border
with West Timor.

While the remainder of the Gurkha

Kids’ play: Sgt Taff Jones, REME, serv-
ing with 2 RGR, in the village of Cairui

UN pra|se _for

UNITED Nations staff have prhlsed the
efforts of British Forces contributing to
_the peacelwepiﬂg mission in..ga_st Timor.

Gurkha Rifles was smgled
‘men and women from all tt
and a wide range of cap

good reiationshlps on
‘the ground. This led to
_arapid transfer of

security control at the
_UN aid compound in

ly than anticipated.
€130 Hercules pilots
from 30 Squadron RAF ferried in troops
during the initial stagu 2 insertion

 supplies of water and gen
equipment.
British participation included the Royal
Navy 's HMS Glasgow, movement con-
 trollers from 29 Regiment RLC based at
South Cerney, and a contingent from 30
Signal Regiment at Blandford.
Hundreds of journalists in theatre kept
Media Ops representatives from HQ :
Land Command at Wilton and HQ 4 Divi-
sion at Aldershot busy on the ground in
Australia’s Northern Terrttory capita!
Darwin, and in Dili itself. i
As the peacekeeping mission gained
momentum, Maj Debbie Noble, RLC, and
Maj Lucy Giles, RLC, from 4 Div and
Capt Nigel Best, GRL, were among those
briefing the press corps, while a mobile
news team from Wilton was deployed
with the Gurkhas to provide stills and
television footage

company returned to Dili, from where
they deployed to the border area under
the command of the airborne-trained
Australian 3rd Battalion, a platoon
remaining at Los Palos discovered
1,600 refugees hiding in a cave near the
town of Tuala on the eastern tip of the
island. They were running out of food
and water and were in a desperate state
when the Gurkhas got to them. The
platoon later returned to Dili to resume
humanitarian aid duties.

Moving: LCpl Amanda Prentice, right,
on the runway at Darwin. An air trans-
port liaison officer with 29 Regiment
RLC, she is one of two movers dividing
their time between Darwin and Dili to
help the flow of troops and equipment
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Opinion seekers: Cpl Dan Dare, left, Sgt Maj

They want to hear
your point of view

THE Army wants to hear your opinions
and those of your family. That is the
message from the Chief of the General
Staff, Gen Sir Roger Wheeler, who has
created a team to see that it happens.

The Camberley-based CGS’s Brief-
ing Team will visit every unit to seek
views, particularly from junior ranks and
their families, on Army-wide topics.

Announcing the launch of his briefing
team following a pilot held this summer,
Gen Wheeler said: “Good communica-
tions lie at the very heart of any success-
ful organisation. We, the Army, use our
chain of command at all levels to com-
municate information.

“I want to improve that essential
channel by using a specially chosen team
not only to convey my message to the
Army but to relay the Army’s views back
to me. I am sure that 1s exactly what the
team will achieve.”

The formation of the team follows
similar initiatives introduced by the
Royal Navy and Royal Air Force.

The three-man team — Lt Col Adrian
Foster RA, Sgt Maj Steve Wall, 2 PWRR
and Cpl Dan Dare, 36 Engr Regt — will
tour units and produce three reports a
year directly for CGS.

Steve Wall, centre, and Lt Col Adrian Foster

Lt Col Foster_said anyone giving an
opinion would be guaranteed anonymi-
ty. Names and units will not be included
in the final reports which go to CGS.

“We are there to pick up themes,” he
said, “not simply to listen to soldiers’
gripes. If we identify a theme across a
number of units we will report it up
directly to CGS. For example, soldiers
may have a view on Pay-As—You-Dine
(PAYD).”

The team has been set up to assist, not
undermine, the chain of command.

“We are also keen to have the views of
soldiers’ families. They have valid points
to make and this will provide a forum for
them to be heard.” he said.

“However, people should not expect
changes overnight as a result of the
reports. It will take time.”

The first team tour plan is being
drawn up and scheduled for this winter.
It will include visits to units in Northern
Ireland, Germany and the UK main-
land.

® To contact the team write to: CGS’s
Briefing Team, The Cottages, RMA
Sandhurst, Camberley, Surrey GUI15
4PQ (tel: 01276 417009 or e-mail
apt.mod@btinternet.com).

Simply the
finest -
Robertson

IN a message to soldiers as he prepared to take
up his new post as Secretary General of Nato,
Defence Secretary Lord Robertson described
British Servicemen and women as “some of the
finest, most professional, dedicated and commit-
ted people anyone could hope to meet” He said
their reward was to make the world a safer place.

Lord Robertson, pictured, acknowledged the
huge strain put on soldiers and their families by
operational commitments and said that the Strate-
gic Defence Review had been
designed to tackle what was a
chronic problem. As well as 3,300
more soldiers being recruited and
the formation of a sixth deployable
brigade, troop levels in Kosovo,
Bosnia, the Gulf and the Falkland
Islands were being reduced to ease
overstretch.

When the British Government
took on fresh operational commit-
ments time limits would be imposed
at the outset.

He said the validity of Territorial ‘
Army reforms — which made the TA more relevant,
usable and integrated with the Regular Army —
had been increasingly recognised within the TA.

“The bulk of the TA was trained for a Soviet inva-
sion when there wasn't even a Soviet Union.”

To coincide with Lord Robertson'’s departure to
Brussels, every Army family is to receive a pam-

phlet outlining specific
measures introduced to | N@W Iman
tackle overstretch, sup- at ﬂ" h"lll g
port dependants during
overseas deployments, EE‘OLF Hml 'ml'
ensure fairer schools Lord Robiait .
admission and eligibility Def
for student loans for the !roms"thol etary,
children of Service per- e and Corn
sonnel, help  with Foreign
monwealth Office,
access to NHS dental where he
practices and medical e
o : appointed Minister
waiting lists, and easier of State in May. His
entry to Jobseekers previous pos
Allowance on postings include .pmuw“'
within the UK. :
al position in the
® Latest measure on Lotd Chancelior's
the welfare front is a Department. Bef
doubling of free tele- I ing MP for
phone call time from Ashfield in 1992 he
operational theatres to
i lectured in law at
20 minutes a week. Leds Unl
Where operations pre- i Univerein.

vent the allowance being used, troops will be
allowed to accumulate it. If there are no tele-
phones they may use military communications.

g

® More than 2,000 troops from the new
Colchester-based 16 Air Assault Brigade
took part in its first major exercise last month.
The nine-day test of airborne and air assault
capability was held on Salisbury Plain.

® One hundred soldiers from 1 RGBW, who
‘e

were among the first troops to enter Kosovo,
have returned to their barracks in Colchester.

® A parade at RAF Laarbruch, Germany
was held to mark the closure of 220 Signal
Squadron (Air Formation). The name will
return to the squadron’s parent unit, 21 Signal

Regiment (Air Support) :
personnel will transfer to othemmi

® Half a century of British
Germany ended on October 31 with the
closure of the Survey Production Centre
(Royal Engineers) at Monchengladbach.
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Car-park Apache
steals limelight

Double first: Britain’s first Apache WAH-64
and Maj Erik “Bloo” Anderson, first British
Apache instructor Picture: HQ Land Command

Next AG to have
three-star rank

THE appointment of Adjutant General is to
be reduced in rank to lieutenant general
when Gen Sir Alex Harley leaves the Army
next May. His successor, Maj Gen Tim
Granville-Chapman, Commandant of the
Joint Services Command and Staff College,
will assume his new post on promotion to
lieutenant general.

The change is part of the measures recom-
mended by the Bett Review of Armed
Forces’ pay and conditions three years ago.
At the highest level it resulted in the Army
losing the rank of field marshal for its peace-
time Chiefs of the Defence Staff.

All senior officers’ ranks were evaluated
two vears ago and, on the recommendation
of the Senior Salaries Remuneration Body
(SSRB), it was decided that the Adjutant
General’s should be a three-star appoint-
ment. The change will bring it into line with
the principal personnel officers of the Royal
Navy and the Royal Air Force.

Northern sappers form up

THE first new Territorial Army unit to be
formed as a result of the Strategic Defence
Review, 71 Engineer Regiment, held its for-
mation parade in Edinburgh.

® Call-up — Page 11; new TA - Pages 27-29

HQ Joint Helicopter

Command launched

EVERYONE who attended the official
launch of HQ Joint Helicopter Com-
mand at Wilton had eyes for just one
thing: Apache.

The Army’s new attack helicopter, 67
of which will be introduced to the Army
Air Corps over the next few years, made
its public debut at HQ Land Command.
It was not overhead with other examples
of the huge tri-Service fleet which now
comes under the control of HQ JHC,
but sitting rather coyly in one corner of
Land Command’s car park.

Even flightless, Britain’s first WAH-
64 Longbow Apache was impressive,
attracting an admiring crowd of VIPs,
including Armed Forces Minister John
Spellar and senior officers.

The 30mm cannon pointed to the
ground and missile pylons were mount-
ed with dummy weapons, but Apache
had, in its matt green-and-black war-
paint, a remarkable aura of menace.

Mr Spellar, who launched HQ JHC,
which brings together the rotary wing
support and attack assets of the Royal
Navy, the Royal Air Force and the

Army, did not seem to mind his lime-
light being stolen. Indeed, Apache gave
credence to his words. He spoke of the
new purple organisation and its recent-
ly-unveiled combat arm — 16 Air Assault
Brigade - as giving Britain one of
Europe’s best war-fighting capabilities.

He expressed pride in the achieve-
ment of having a new force of 12,000
personnel drawn from all three Services
with 350 helicopters and an annual
budget of £300 million, launched
within 16 months of the idea emerging
from the Strategic Defence Review.

® Maj Erik “Bloo” Anderson, OC
671 Squadron AAC and the corps’ first
qualified Apache instructor, presides
over the training in the United States of
the Army Air Corps’ next 21 Apache
pilots.

Maj Anderson, who went to the US in
1991 for training on the early A-model,
recently completed a seven-month con-
version to the more advanced British
variant.

The one-time Para, who gained his
wings as a sergeant, completed two
tours as a display helicopter pilot and
was the first aviator to “roll” a Lynx, a
manoeuvre usually confined to fixed-
wing aircraft.

Three new operational
medals given approval

BRITISH troops involved in the
liberation operation have been given the
Queen’s approval to wear Nato’s
Kosovo medal.

Those who complete more than one
tour will be eligible for a numeral on the
ribbon. Numerals on ribbons will also
be introduced for multiple tours for the
Nato Medal with clasp “Former
Yugoslavia”.

The Queen has also approved the
Operational Service Medal (OSM) to
replace the General Service Medal 1962
for operations after January 1, 2000. It

will be used where a separate campaign
medal — such as the Gulf Medal — is not
warranted and where the operation in
question does not qualify for a UN or
Nato medal.

The monarch has also approved the
concept of a humanitarian-peacekeep-
ing medal for issue to military and civil-
ian personnel who take part in
humanitarian or peacekeeping opera-
tions which do not warrant the OSM
and do not attract the issue of a UN or
Nato medal.

Details will be published in a DCI.

P

@ Recruits joining the Army after November
1 will have to sign up for a minimum period
of four years instead of the current three-
year commitment period. The change will
not affect soldiers already in the Army.

® A 12-man team from 101 Provost
\COmpany Special Operations Unit RMP

(G) swept the board in the Army Rifle
Association’s 5.56mm shooting events held
in poor weather at Haltern Ranges, Germany.
The 12-strong Rheindahlen-based team
won the King Edward VIl Cup and ARA
Shield as minor unit champions, the Artillery
Cup, the Hopton Cup and the Squadron
Shield for winning the 25-yd rifle match.
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Thar she blows: The first public firing by Challenger 2 in Britain takes place at Imber
Clump on Salisbury Plain. The tank, from the RTR-manned Armoured Squadron of the
Combined Arms Training Centre battle-group, was taking part in a mock battle last month

More soldiers eligible
for families’ tax credit

MARRIED soldiers ranging in rank
from private to lieutenant may by eligi-
ble for a new benefit available from last
month, according to the Directorate of
Personal Services (Army).

The Working Families’ Tax Credit
(WFTC), announced in the last
Budget, is wider-ranging than the old
Family Credit which it replaces, and it
applies to middle-income families with
children as well as those on low
incomes.

All married personnel with a child or
children in the ranks of private, lance
corporal, sergeant, second lieutenant
and lieutenant, stationed home or
abroad, may be eligible.

Soldier readership survey

A big, big thank-you to the thousands
of you who told us exactly what you
think of us. Sacks of Soldier reader-
ship survey forms are now being pro-
fessionally processed and the results
will be published in due course.
Winner of the £100 prize for the first
form drawn out of the hat will be
announced in a forthcoming issue.
You can visit us at our new website

at www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
NSRS S

WPFTC consists of four parts: a basic
tax credit of £52.30 a week; an extra 30
working hours’ tax credit of £11.05 a
week; a differing rate of tax credit for
each child; and a childcare tax credit
worth up to 70 per cent of eligible child-
care costs up to a maximum of £100 a
week for families who pay for childcare
for one child and £150 for those who
pay for two or more children.

Tax credits for each child are £19.85
from birth; £20.90 from September fol-
lowing the 11th birthday; and £25.95
from September following the 16th
birthday until the child turns 19.

DPS(A) has calculated that some
Service personnel may still be eligible
for WFTC even if their spouses are
working. Those already receiving
Family Credit will continue to do so
until the end of the current 26-week
period but will then need to apply for
WETC. Families not previously eligible
for Family Credit are being urged by
DPS(A) to apply for WFTC as soon as
possible.

Families based in the UK should call
Freephone 0800 597 5976 for an appli-
cation form. Those stationed overseas
should see their admin officer.

® The Logistic Support Group has
received Investors in People accreditation.

. Ninety-six per cent of MoD systems
critical to maintaining defence capability
had been declared free of the Millennium
Bug by September. Work on the last few
critical systems would be completed by the

~

end of the year, according to a review of
progress on Year 2000 compliance.

® Brig Cedric Burton, Signal Officer-in-
Chief (Army), watched pre-Kosovo training
during a visit to 280 Signal Squadron,
which is based at St Ténis, near Krefeld, in
Germany.

>
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Tax concession
on HQ mess
subs to go on

A DECISION by the Inland Revenue to
allow the continuation of the current tax
concession for headquarter mess subscrip-
tions has been welcomed by the Army. On
current salaries, brigadiers will benefit by
£73.92 a year, colonels by £63.52, lieu-
tenant colonels by £54.65 and majors by just
over £41.

The concession, last reviewed nearly 40
years ago, is one of a range of MoD
allowances and benefits which the Inland
Review is studying.

Uniquely, Army officers pay two mess sub-
scriptions: annually to their respective head-
quarter mess, whether they are members or

You're better off paying tax on

ops - see Issues, Page 41

not, and monthly to their local mess. Head-
quarter mess funds, received as subscrip-
tions from all officers on the Active List, are
used to fund events to preserve ésprit de corps.
Subscriptions — a day’s pay less food and
accommodation charges — are normally
deducted direct from the pay of the officer,
who has no option but to pay when levied.
Funds of headquarter messes fall under the
umbrella of the Service charities and are run
by regimental trustees.

They are entirely separate from local mess
subscriptions. Every officer in the Army is
required by Queen’s Regulations to be a
member of his or her local mess, which levies
its own subscriptions on a monthly basis.

King Charlie

King of the karaoke: Bryan Adams-singalike LCpl
Charlie Brown, serving with Aldershot-based 4
Field Ambulance RAMC, won Naafi's XL Leisure-
sponsored “Search for a Star” finals at Princess
Royal Barracks, Deepcut. A regular karaoke
singer, Charlie earned a holiday worth £1,200.
Regional heats were held in Germany and Cyprus.
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BRITISH Service personnel who helped
once bitter foes in South Africa to inte-
grate into a unified military force are to
receive a Wilkinson Sword of Peace spe-
cial award.

The tri-Service British Military Adviso-
ry and Training Team in South Africa
played a key role in fashioning the South
African Defence Force from seven war-
ring conventional and guerrilla armies,
Lsays a citation. Individual BMATT mem-

South Africa team wins Sword of Peace |

bers operated at an unusually high politi-
cal and military level, ensuring even-
handed, impartial and consistent
implementation of the rules. :

In a country beset by violence and sus-
picion they set an example of how to
cross racial barriers by inclination rather
than compulsion. While acting as refer-
ees in potentially volatile disputes they
exercised tact, diplomacy and, occasion-
ally, physical courage, said the citation.

A N SN e T

Lucky: Cpl Dave Richmond, left, and Lt Mark Nooney, of 2 PWRR, who escaped unscathed

\
e\ )

Helicopter quartet walk
away from jungle crash

FOUR soldiers walked away from a heli-
copter crash in dense jungle in Belize after
their Gazelle from 25 Flight, Army Air
Corps came down in the only safe area for
miles around.

The aircraft, carrying the pilot, a jungle
warfare instructor and two soldiers from
the 2nd Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment, was on a routine exercise
support flight when it crashed on the bank
of the Macal River in the remote
Chiquibul Forest Reserve.

Although their Gazelle helicopter was

totally destroved, the soldiers suffered no
significant injuries and were able to hack
their way through the jungle to a road
from where they were picked up by a
second helicopter and returned to Airport
Camp.

Lt Mark Nooney and Cpl Dave Rich-
mond of C Coy, 2 PWRR, normally based
at Tidworth, were back at Sibun Gorge
training camp within days of the ordeal.
Both have trained before in Belize and are
experienced jungle warfare instructors in
their own right.

Charity cheer

T-Day: Just back from a six-month peace-
keeping tour in Bosnia, these soldiers were
among 400 troops, mainly from 10 Transport
Regiment RLC, who turned their parade
square at Colchester into a giant kitchen in
support of SSAFA Forces Help's Big Brew
Up. The troops added their cuppas to the Ser-
vice charity's target of 25,000 cups which it
hoped would be consumed on the same day
by Service personnel all around the world

Frank exchange

! :

Chinwag: Army boxer LCpl Michael Con-
nelly, Irish Guards, gets well within range of
Frank Bruno during the former World
heavyweight champion’s visit to the regiment
at Minesavo, Kosovo. During his theatre-
wide trip, Frank also called on Camp Arctic
Circle where he met soldiers of 74 (HQ) Sgn,
3 (Tank Transporter) Sgn and the REME
Workshop, all part of 1 (UK) Logistic Support
Regiment RLC Picture: Sgt Dave Miles

Compulsory Territorial Army call-up under consideration

PROPOSALS to mobilise Territorial
Army units for peacekeeping tours in
Bosnia and Kosovo are being assessed by
the MoD.

The compulsory call-up would be
aimed at relieving overstretch in the Regu-
lar Army and at the same time giving the
TA a higher profile and more integrated
role with the full-time Army.

SOLDIER November 1999

Under proposals being considered,
members of formed units, such as infantry
companies, signals squadrons or gunnery
batteries, could be ordered to leave their
civilian jobs for up to six months.

Although individuals who refused to
obey a mobilisation order could be taken
to court, there are no legal restrictions on
part-time soldiers wishing to leave the TA.

The MoD would have to make up each
soldier’s loss of earnings under an existing
compensation scheme. Employers are also
entitled to compensation for costs arising
from the call-up of TA employees.

@ At present more than 500 TA soldiers
are on peacekeeping duties around the
world, most of them in Kosovo.

® The new TA - Pages 27-29
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People, places, events

ABF minibus on
road at Tidworth

CHILDREN at Tidworth will be among
the first to benefit from the Army Benevo-
lent Fund’s gift of a minibus to the garri-
son.

The £20,000 wvehicle, painted in the
charity’s red-and-blue livery, was handed
over by the Controller of the ABF, Maj
Gen Mike Regan, to the Adjutant Gener-
al, Gen Sir Alex Harley, at Mooltan Bar-
racks.

Among many uses, the minibus will
ferry youngsters from the Beeches Fami-
lies’ Club to after-school sporting and
social activities.

The ABF is hoping to provide a minibus
in each major garrison for soldiers, ex-sol-

diers and their
dependants.
The handover
was marked with
a fanfare played
by trumpeteers

from the Army
Air Corps and
the 2nd Battal-

ion, The Princess
of Wales’s Royal
Regiment, the 1st
Battalion, The
Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
Regiment and the 2nd Battalion, The
Light Infantry.

Suntan Dragoons save
boy bleeding to death

SUNBATHING soldiers saved the life of
five-year-old Nicholas Savva when he ran
through a plate-glass window at a Curium
Beach restaurant.

The screams of the badly lacerated
youngster, who lost a considerable quanti-
ty of blood after crashing through the
pane, alerted members of The Light Dra-
goons sunbathing nearby. They quickly
placed the child on a table while applying
pressure to stem the bleeding as bar staff
telephoned the emergency services.

“It took four of us to hold the main
injuries and slow the blood-loss,” said WO
Mark Thompson. “The little lad was in a

terrible state and we had to commandeer
towels and cloths as dressings. It was a
time for us to remember our training and
just get on with the job of giving first aid.”

Others involved in the incident were
Cpl Alan Ruddock, Cpl Bob Cooper-
waite, Tpr Jamie Bower and Tpr Karl
Lambie.

Maj Malcolm Russell, an Army doctor
who arrived at the scene six minutes after
being called, said: “The prompt action by
these men probably saved the child’s life.”

B Squadron of The Light Dragoons was
on exercise in Cyprus at the time. It is
usually based at Hohne in Germany.

Laid to rest: Former Paratrooper Tom Harding pays his respects to the Colours of the dis-
banded 10th Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, before they are laid up in Oosterbeek, during
ceremonies to mark the 55th anniversary of the Battle of Arnhem. They are the only Colours
laid up outside the Commonwealth. Soldiers from 4 Para, through whose 10 Company the 10
Para name will live on, jumped on to Ginkel Heide, just as their forebears did 55 years ago.

SOLDIER November 1090

Key moment: Gen Sir Alex Harley, right,
presents the keys of the ABF minibus to
Garrison Commander Col Robin Faulkner

Family feat

Picture: Steve Dock
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Like father: Lt Marcus Butlin, right, carries
the new Colours of the 3rd (Volunteer) Bat-
talion, The Princess of Wales's Royal Regi-
ment (Queen's and Royal Hampshires).
Soldiers from the old 5th and 6th/7th Battal-
ions, merged under the Strategic Defence
Review, paraded in front of Queen Mar-
grethe |l of Denmark, Colonel-in-Chief of the
regiment, at Ardingly, West Sussex. Nearly
25 years ago Marcus’s father, Michael
Butlin, carried the new Colours of the old 5th
Battalion, The Queen’s Regiment, also pre-
sented on that occasion by Queen Mar-
grethe. "It is a sad occasion to see a chapter
of our history close," said Mr Butlin, “but | am
so proud of Marcus. This could turn into a
family tradition.” Picture: Chris Fletcher




Exercise report

Gunners find the Iberian way to their liking

Report: Dennis Barnes
Pictures: Kevin Capon

GUNNERS from Thorney Island helped
to promote Nato harmony and create a
better working relationship between the
Spanish and British Armies during an
exercise in Pontevedra, northern Spain.

Seventy-eight soldiers from 47 Regi-
ment RA were involved in the exchange
exercise, Iberian Way, with a similar
number of Spaniards from the Groupo de
Artillera.

When the gunners arrived at the Gen-
eral Rubin Barracks at Pontevedra they
found things a little different from their
lot on the South Coast. They were accom-
modated in a single large dormitory with
bunk-beds and bare floors, lockers locat-
ed in a separate room . . . and French-style
squat toilets.

Battery commander Maj Alistair

 Hamer-Philip said: “The idea of the

exchange was for us to explore links and
develop friendly relationships with anoth-
er nation. What better way to do this than
to go to Spain.” '

Galicia is a beautiful region, wooded
and with a rough, rocky coastline reminis-
cent of Ireland. Another similarity is the
rain . . . for much of the visit the skies
opened and it poured, “The rain in Spain
certainly does not stay on the plain,” said
Gnr Christopher Hammill after complet-
ing a testing 15km march with the
Spaniards.

During a programme which balanced
military exchanges with an experience of
their hosts’ culture, the
Close Air Defence Battery
gunners were eager to use
the Spanish Mistral missile
system simulator. They also
got a chance to fire rifles,
pistols and heavy weapons.

Gnr Alex Ransome said: “T
prefer our weapons but the
Spanish have a better set of
cleaning tools.”

It became a standing joke
that whenever the British
artillerymen fired Spanish
weapons, there always seem-
ed more guns to clean than
they had actually fired. Gnr
Nigel Beacock reckoned the
armourer was taking the op-

Riveira, left, and Bdr Marc Davies of 47
Regiment Royal Artillery show solidarity in
front of a plaque of the Groupo de Artillera,

Spain’s equivalent of the Royal Artillery
This is how you do it: Right, Gnrs David

Barker, left of picture, and Peter Newman
are shown how Spanish soldiers clean
their weapons after a live-firing session

portunity “to get us to clean his entire
armoury’. :

Galicia has historic links with Britain’s
Army and Navy. It was there that the tide
began to turn against Napoleon in the
Peninsular War, with the Battle of Corun-
na in 1809 proving to be an early chink
in his invincibility. Gen Sir John Moore’s
force of 30,000 was withdrawing to-
wards the port when it was forced to fight
Marshal Soult’s 70,000 French regulars.
Both sides claimed victory, although the
British inflicted the heavier casualties.

Togetherness: Spanish SSgt Garcia

The Galicians have never forgotten
Gen Moore, who died of shrapnel
wounds sustained at Corunna, and a
large-scale model of the battle forms the
centrepiece of a military museum in the
old barracks at the Casa Jardines de
Carlos. Sir John’s remains lie in a raised
sarcophagus in a beautiful formal garden
within the grounds of the museum.

Soldiers from both
countries held a cere-
mony at the tomb. Gnr
Kevin Hartley, the young-
est member of the bat-
tery, laid a wreath and Lt
Charles Anderson, who
gave a short address, said:
“It was a joint ceremony
and even Spanish civil-
ians who were passing
stopped and paid their
respects.”

The immaculate gar-
den haven was in direct
contrast to the shabby
and unkempt state of the

Big guns: Soldiers of 47 Regiment RA look out from one of Gen Franco’s British naval cemetery
152.4 calibre coastal batteries, now rusting in the salt-laden Atlantic winds

near Vilagarcia, with its
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Tribute: Gnr Keith Hartley lays a wreath on
the tomb of Gen Sir John Moore in the
beautiful memorial gardens at Corunna

row of 14 graves, mostly the final resting
places of boy sailors, dating back to 1906.

Of the many highlights on the
exchange, General Franco’s “Ring of
Steel” — the huge artillery pieces of his
coastal batteries — made a lasting impres-
sion on the gunners. The emplacements,
squat and brooding above the grey
Atlantic, were dug into the wild and
craggy northern coast and their 152.4 cal-
ibre monsters made in Britain by Vickers.

They are linked by underground tun-
nels and secret passages. Last fired in
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anger during the Spanish civil war, the
huge guns have fallen into disrepair, their
rusting dereliction a testament to another
age.

The gunners were hosted superbly by
the Spanish, but one aspect of the visit
particularly impressed LBdr Steve
Wenham. “Every afternoon the whole
nation stops at 1.30pm for a couple of
hours. It is the siesta . . . and I think the
British Army should introduce it as a trial.
On the downside, the evening meal was
served at ten o’clock at night, which
wasn’t such a good idea,” he said.

Back in England, the Spanish artillery-
men visiting Thorney Island on the
Hampshire coast were treated to a tour of
Portsmouth’s historic dockyard, the
Changing of the Guard at Buckingham
Palace, and some weapon-firing on Salis-
bury Plain.

Maj Hamer-Philip summed up the
exercise: “We have cemented relations
and experienced the working of one of
our Nato allies, and at the same time had
a relaxing time in Spain. This has pre-
pared us for a full programme over the
next few months.”
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Tappet and see:
TA soldier Cpl
lain Dunn at work
on an engine

REME soldiers based
In Sipovo are making
a big contribution to
the Army’s efforts in
former Yugoslavia

Reports: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston

SIPOVO is familiar territory for the sol-
diers of 15 Field Workshop, 5 Battalion
REME. They have been there before.
Now on their second tour in three years,
the Catterick-based troops are again
operating from their main workshop in
the town.

Their operational briefis to support the
British contribution to the SFOR opera-
tion in Bosnia and to provide second-line
equipment support to the
British-led Multi-National
Division (South West).

In practice that means
they are there to keep the
Army running, replacing
tank and Land Rover
engines and gearboxes if
necessary, as well as
optronics ranging from
simple electronics to com-
plicated telecommunica-
tions equipment.

The REME specialists
man five outstations up
and down the country,
including detachments in
Sarajevo and Split, and
cover all the main supply
routes. They also provide
support for forces deploy-
ed in Kosovo and Mace-
donia.

Capt Tony Parkinson, 2iC of 5 Fd Wksp,
explained REME’s three-pronged role.
“First comes equipment support, which
we see as sustaining and generating
equipment held by BRITFOR units
within the MND(SW). But we also have
an important role in advising units how to
look after equipment and we have a role
to play in peace-building in Sipovo.”

To ease the strain on manpower and
lengthen gaps between tours, four local
civilians have been employed to work
alongside 5 Fd Wksp personnel in Sipovo,
said Capt Parkinson. “It has allowed us to
reduce the amount of time our soldiers
spend in theatre, and we also make use of
Territorial Army and Regular reserves.”

If push came to shove, soldiers held in

Rebuilding Sipovo

BEFORE the war, Sipovo was a prosper-
ous community of 15,000, built on agri-
culture and light industry. The town, in
which Serbs predominated, was largely
untouched by the fighting. That changed
in 1995 when Croat forces moved in and
“ethically cleansed” 35,000 people from
it and the surrounding area. Following
the peace accord, the Croats left, burning
as they went.

By the time SFOR arrived, much of the
town had been torched. Today the popu-
lation is roughly what it was, although
the ethnic mix is different. Some Mus-
lims have returned and the few Croats
who went back are not made welcome.

Community projects taken on by
REME units, including the repair of the
town’s sewerage system, renovation of a
primary school and the construction of
playgrounds, have gone a long way to
rebuilding Sipovo. Current schemes
include the refurbishment of a kinder-
garten play area.

REME is bringing hope to Sipovo.

readiness at Catterick could be on the
ground in Bosnia within six days.

The employment of local people in the
workshops (following a rigorous selec-
tion process) has also allowed 15 Fd
Wksp to put something back into the
local economy.

REME’s facilities in Sipovo are impres-
sive. The stores section holds several thou-
sand different items with an inventory

valued at £6.5 million. Supplies from UK
depots at Donnington and Bicester arrive
by sea, air, or road, depending on priority,
the majority within five to 14 days to
Kupres, where they are broken down for
distribution in theatre. In an emergency,
spares can be delivered within 24 hours.
All stores are bar-coded and can be quick-
ly traced via Logtrack, the satellite system
which is proving enormously useful.

Massive engines and gearboxes from
the Army’s largest vehicles can be
repaired in the workshops, which also
provide repair packs for vehicles deployed
to Kosovo. There is also a section that
carrys out the Army’s version of the
annual vehicle MOT.

EXPENSIVE ITEM

The General Purpose Digital Test and
Diagnostic Facility (GPDTDF), operat-
ed by the enthusiastic Cpl Daz Levay, is
used to repair the most sophisticated elec-
tronic equipment. “It is the single most
expensive piece of land equipment in the-
atre and worth about £5 million,” he
explained.

“The equipment we cover includes the
gunnery control on the AS90 gun, Chal-
lenger 2, Javelin and a host of other vehi-
cles. They break it, we fix it.”

Morale is high and Capt Parkinson
aims to keep it that way. “Responsibility
and empowerment, career advice and
education, recognition of achievement,
and variety in tasks of work are all part of
the Investors in People initiative and we
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Box of tricks: Cpl Daz Levay,
REME, left, uses state-of-the-art
electronics to diagnose problems

In at the
deep end
WHEN Cpl Roy Christie
‘was last in Sipovo in 1996
he and his colleagues built
| a swimming pool for local
children while constructing
a road beside a river. '
“It took ten of us about a
week,” he explained. .
“Over the past three years
the logs we used to make
the dam have been taken,
probably for firewood, so
we are doing it again. This
time it will be reinforced.”
The pool will have a seat-
ing area so parents can
watch their children at play.

have managed to transfer a lot of those
objectives into what we do here.” He is
particularly pleased with his soldiers’
involvement in community work such as
the refurbishment of the local technical
college. In conjunction with the Bosnia
Aid Relief Foundation, they brought in
lathes and other equipment which were
refurbished in-theatre and installed by
REME personnel at the town’s technical
college.

“We must be sure that the projects we
take on are going to be beneficial to
people and we look for a positive impact
on hope, family, and freedom.”

In safe

SIPOVO boasts a facility that most sol-
diers deployed in Bosnia are glad is there
but don’t everwant to see.

The town is the home of a military sur-
gical hospital which serves the Multi-
National Division (South West). And it
is precisely what it says it is — multi-
national.

By any standards, the Sipovo facility is
impressive, a smaller-scale version of
what you would expect to find in a large
NHS hospital at home. The hospital is
headed by the British contingent and
when Soldier visited 4 Field Ambulance
was in charge.

Its role is to provide surgical resuscita-
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Dalma Warehouse is to close

DALMA Warehouse, a key storage facility at
Split, main entry point for soldiers and
resources serving the British elements of
SFOR, is to close its substantial doors.

Under a project codenamed Basha, every-
thing will be moved five miles from Dalma to
North Port, where, at the same time, facilities
are to be improved. Project officer Lt Vince
O'Brien, of 5 Field Squadron, 22 Engineer
Regiment, said the scheme had not been with-
out its challenges.

“The original plans were changed late on
when the port authority altered the use of one
of the warehouses,” he said. “This resulted in
fundamental changes to our plans.”

And the local power company could not pro-
vide sufficient mains power to meet all North
Port needs, so is upgrading the supply. In the
meantime, temporary generators are making
up the shortfall.

Closure of Dalma Warehouse has been on
the cards for some time. Lt O'Brien said: “Pro-
ject Basha has been in conception now for

Sipovo field hospital
provides medical cover
... and peace of mind

tion and stabilisation of casualties to
make them fit for transfer to appropriate
facilities or return to their units. The staff,
all military, are drawn from the UK, the
Netherlands, Belgium and Iceland, and
will soon be joined by a contingent from
Canada. Language, it is a relief to discov-
er, has not proved a stumbling block.
The hospital has an operating theatre,
intensive-care unit, an accident-and-

Raising the roof: Sprs Danny
Warhurst, Dixie Dixon, LCpl Dan
Springett and Spr Lee Gorbutt pre-
pare new Split North Port facilities

several years with the object of reducing the
size of the two logistic elements that we have
in Split, one responsible for the transport and
one for stores.

“The transport element has always been
based in Split North Port while the stores were
based five miles away at Dalma Warehouse. It
seemed logical to close down the Dalma facil-
ity, move the stores squadron into Split North
Port and save £1 million a year.”

At the same time, the sappers are upgrad-
ing accommodation for all personnel based at
North Port. RFA Fort Grange, for so long a fix-
ture at Split, is to depart at the end of the year
and the officers who live on the vessel will be
moved into the new quarters.

“We've had a great deal of help from a spe-
cialist team of engineers from Banja Luka,’
said Lt O'Brien. “At the end of the project we
will have closed down the Dalma complex,
saved a lot of money, and built a 350-man
camp inside the port as well as excellent work-
shops and stores.”

hands at Sipovo

emergency cell (the work of which
involves mostly road traffic accidents), a
ward which can handle up to 12 patients,
a physiotherapy department, a dentist,
and for emergencies its own dedicated
Sea King helicopter and flight crew.

Capt Claire Adams, in charge of the
ward, explained that the hospital’s routine
surgical work mostly involved fractures
and lacerations. Medics help occasionally
in the local community, but only in urgent
or life-saving situations.

“We recently operated on a local man
who had to have an appendectomy,” she
explained. “The two-hour journey to the

® Turn to Page 19
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Bosnia briefing

The war in Bosnia
may be over, but for
the HCR promoting
harmony and taking
weapons off the
street is a full-time job

FOR two squadrons of the Household
Cavalry Regiment deployed in Bosnia,
maintaining the stable environment that
will encourage civilians to return to their
homes is a fundamental part of the job.

Despite the friendliness of the local
population, Maj Tom Thorneycroft, who
commands C Squadron, is convinced this
would change if SFOR were not present.
“The wounds of the war run deep and
people need the security of SFOR in the
area,” he said. “If we left it would become
a serious flashpoint very quickly.”

Although the war largely bypassed the
area there was a huge movement of Serb
refugees from the north in 1995, Many
were killed by Croatian artillery which
shelled the main road.

Maj Thorneycroft said: “The Serbs in
our area look on the British favourably.
They know where they are with us. We
provide a credible military presence and
our Scimitars, which to the untrained eye
look like tanks, make people feel secure.”

Lt Rupert Lewis is a platoon comman-
der with C Squadron (Blues and Royals),
which operates in the north in an area
between Banja Luka and the border and
as far east as Prijedor. Based in Mrkonjic
Grad, he and his men patrol six days a

week in their Scimi-
tars. “It’s to show a
presence as much as
anything,” he said.
“We discuss issues
with the mayor and the chief of police,
deal with displaced persons and collect
guns under Operation Harvester.”

The population in the C Sgn area is
about 90 per cent Serb, with pockets of
Bosnians and a few Czechs and Sloveni-
ans. And they could not be more friendly,
according to Lt Lewis.

Unlike most people in Bosnia, he and
his soldiers do not have to worry unduly
about mines. They still have to take care,
however, because although relatively few
were laid in the area and then only along
river banks, floods can and do flush the
deadly devices all over the flood plain.

In the south, B Squadron, The Life
Guards (HCR) is based at Jacje under
Maj Crispin Lockhart.

His patrols checked on a returnee

Here to help: Soldiers of the HCR on patrol to keep the peace in
the village of Doribada, near Jacje. Maj Tom Thorneycroft, inset left

Muslim woman while Soldier was there.
Lt Johnny Rees-Davies, communicating
through an interpreter, learned that she
was grateful to SFOR. “A German chari-
ty helped her rebuild her house and she’s
been back for four years in this Croat and
Muslim village and not had any trouble,”
he said. “People are moving back all the
time thanks to SFOR.”

MUNITION HARVEST

Meanwhile, under Op Harvester, car-
ried out in support of the civil authorities,
B Sgn has collected several weapons,
thousands of rounds of ammunition,
more than 200 grenades, 100 mines,
some rocket-launchers, a surface-to-air
missile guidance kit, and a burned-out
T55 tank.

The HCR soldiers are taking weapons
off the streets and putting people back
on them by maintaining a high profile
and a trustworthy presence. And it seems
to work.

In safe hands

® From Page 17

civilian hospital at Banja Luka was
considered life-threatening.”

An out-patients’ clinic, which runs
from Monday to Friday, receives sol-
diers from widespread locations who
are seen by the doctor and surgeon.
Many of these referrals from unit med-
ical officers are orthopaedic cases and
the clinic frequently undertakes small
operations to sort out the problem.

One of the Army’s most cost-effec-
tive posts in the hospital has been
that of the full-time physiotherapist.
Whereas soldiers requiring physiotherapy
were once sent home, much of the treat-
ment can now be done in Sipovo.
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Legging it: “Casualty” Cpl Lisa Cribson is treated by
Maj David Hinsley, Lt Darryl Stearn, LCpl Foppo Wal-
ters, Lt Denaouda Karim and LCpl Sharon McCourt

The hospital’s Incident Response Team
(IRT) is a vital element of the facility.
Team leader 2nd Lt Dan Searson ex-

plained: “We provide emergency cover
across MND (SW).”

One recent incident involved a
Scimitar that had rolled off the road.
The IRT had to assume there was a
mine threat so had themselves
winched to the site from the Sea King
helicopter, which is always kept at 45
minutes’ notice to scramble.

Crash ambulance teams positioned
at out-stations around Bosnia, aug-
mented by the Sea King, cover the
military’s main supply routes. Because
the country is heavily mined, the Sea
King is an ideal emergency aircraft
with its size, range and winching capa-
bility.

Soldiers in Bosnia can rest assured that
if they ever need a hospital they are in
good hands.




MOFFATS SCHOOL
for BOYS & GIRLS 4to 13 +

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families

* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

* Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress

« Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs

* Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama

* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

® Our own escorts to and from major stations and all UK. airports
 Hospitality and fun for children in at half-terms and exeats
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DYSLEXIA

Do you have a dyslexic child?

Please contact us for details
of our inspirational and
widely respected school for
dyslexic children.

East Court School,
Victoria Parade, Ramsgate,
Kent, CT11 S8ED.

Tel: +44 (01843) 592077
Fax: +44 (01843) 592418

Happy and successful children at
an outstanding, effective school.

3 Military 1

Marketing
Interndtional

Suppliers of Plaques, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

Falklands,
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:

74-77 STEWARD STREET,
SPRING HILL,
LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM

B18 7AF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Minimum order 25 shields — £10.95.
\ No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50 /
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Anniversary

A and SH passes
another milestone
in its proud and
distinguished history

THEY earned their famous nickname,
the Thin Red Line, in battle and now their
regiment is 200 years old. So it was appro-
priate that 200 officers and soldiers of
The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
(Princess Louise’s) took part in a parade
to mark that special anniversary.

They marched out in the ancient town
of Stirling in a celebration of two cen-
turies of illustrious soldiering.

The regiment was formed in 1799 as
the 93rd Regiment of Foot but it was in
1854, at the Battle of Balaclava, that 1,500
men of the 93rd Sutherland Highlanders
repulsed a charge of massed Russian cav-
alry, and earned their famous name.

The Times correspondent William Rus-
sell witnessed the attack and described

the Sutherland Highlanders as: “A thin

red streak tipped with a line of
steel.” The Thin Red Line
was born.

In 1857 the regi-
ment won six Vic-

toria Crosses in
24 hours at

3
i
R

Lucknow during the Indian Mutiny, and
in 1881 it amalgamated with the Argyll-
shire Highlanders and formed two battal-
ions under its present title. After service
in India the 2nd Battalion
was sent to South Africa,
where it served with dis-
tinction during the Boer
War.

Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders saw action
in France, Flanders and
the Mediterranean during
the Great War and in
Malaya in the Second
World War.

The 2nd Battalion,
the old 93rd Suther-
land Highlanders, was

disbanded in 1948.

The Thin Red Line: Soldiers of 1 A and SH put on a Battle of Balaclava demonstration

Regulars and TA — were joined on parade
by cadets, retired soldiers and the regi-
mental mascot, a Shetland pony called
Cruachan I1I. Lord Provost Tom Brookes
and the Lord Lieutenant
of Stirling, Col James Ster-
ling, accompanied Colonel
of the Regiment Maj Gen
David Thompson in taking
the salute. Stirling is the
home of the regiment and
the RHQ is housed in Stir-
ling Castle.

The Edinburgh-based
regiment has long-stand-
ing traditions, including a
cap badge designed by the
regiment’s first Colonel-
in-Chief, Princess Louise,
a daughter of Queen Vic-

In more recent times,
men of the regiment
have served in Palestine,
Korea, Suez, British
Guiana, Borneo, North-
ern Ireland, and per-

Slice of the action: LCpl
William Davers, pictured left,
baked a special cake which
was presented to Bobby
Steel of Erskine Hospital,
Bishopton, by Lt Col Bruce
Russell, CO 1 A and SH, right

toria.

Celebrations to mark
the special anniversary
were open to the public
and included an historical
re-enactment of Balaclava,

highland games, Army life
demonstrations, a regimental reunion, a
performance by the massed pipes and
drums and the presentation of a birthday
cake to the residents of Erskine Hospital,
Bishopton, Renfrewshire.

haps most famously,

Aden, where they will forever be

associated with Lt Col Colin “Mad
Mitch” Mitchell.

In Stirling’s King’s

Park, today’s soldiers —

On parade: Members of the 1st Battalion proudly display their colours
on the streets of Stirling during their 200th anniversary celebrations
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EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

For an information pack
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Professional Bodyguard Association
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“Just checking your luggage labels
to see where you'll lead us next!”

RMP_NOTCE
IT IS AN OFFENCE
O IMPORT WARLIKE
EQUIPMENT INTD

“Good grief: .

- - How did that get there?”




Kitstop

Reports: Graham Bound

DEFENCE Systems and Equipment
International, the major new
exhibition held at Chertsey, boasted
enough heavy weaponry to start a
medium-sized war.

Soldier was there, but instead of
heading for the big guns and missile
systems, we looked for the smaller
bits of kit which promise to make
soldiers’ jobs easier and safer

Tucker tins
in titanium
CONCERNED about weight in your
bergen? You will be next time somebody
points at a line of hills and tells you to
“climb 'em”. At that stage you might like to
consider replacing your old eating irons
with a mess kit made of titanium.

It is remarkably durable, stainless and
very light kit. And the price? Well, not
cheap . .. but what can you expect from the
same material that keeps Apache and the
Eurofighter in the air?

Cardiff-based BCB International, which
specialises in personal kit, has created
mugs, mess tins, knives and forks (pic-
tured above). The knife, fork and spoon set

costs about £30. But you do get quality.
“You buy these once, and you don’t need to

buy them again,” said sales execu-
tive Paul Ames. Quite. -
- SCOPE
BCB is also mar-
keting the Owl-
scope, a night
vision monocular
(pictured right).
Retailing for £199
(similar, if higher-
spec, military kit
can cost three
times as much),
the scope intensi-
fies tiny amounts of light, enabling the user
to get a good idea of the lie of the land, and
who might be inhabiting it, on the darkest
of nights. For BCB products try Naafi or call
029 20464463 for details of stockists.

Pictures:
Steve Dock

Fresh water, and
fast, from new
portable kit

PROVIDING a rapid supply of plentiful
fresh water can be a major headache for
any operational unit. The Army has water
filtration kits which do the job, but the
equipment is heavy and relies on the slow
process of reverse osmosis (forcing water
through a membrane). It also requires
specially-trained operators.

Clearwater International, a Scottish
company targeting military needs and
those of humanitarian organisations oper-
ating in the third world, has come up with
a compact new system which promises to
change all of this.

Their model 42 purification kit is about
the size of a jerrycan or “Norwegian”
insulated food container, weighs just 15
kilos and produces drinkable water from
water supplies which are biologically and
chemically contaminated: the kind of
water that most of us would not want to
step in, let alone drink.

TEN MINUTES

An untrained operator, simply follow-
ing the directions on the kit, can use a
hand or electric pump to produce up to
three litres of safe water a minute, filling a
jerry can in ten minutes. Equally attrac-
tive is the equipment’s cost: about £700.

Revolutionary copper-zink alloy ele-
ments extract dangerous heavy metals
(such as those left by pesticides and herbi-
cides) before the water moves through
charcoal and ceramic filters which extract
99.99 per cent of bugs and other biologi-
cal elements. This is the same standard
achieved by industrial domestic water
suppliers.

The kit, being tested by the Army, is
said to have met one vital requirement:
the water it produces makes good tea.

Picture: Steve Dock

Picture: Alvis

nnovation is name ©@

Picture: Arkonia

Going with the flow: Clearwater Interna-
tional’'s new portable kit, above, being
tested by WO2 (MPF) Jake McQueen

No buts robots: A range of tools gives the
new Mk 8 Plus lI-T Wheelbarrow, left, from
Alvis Logistics far greater capability

Security without savagery? Hornet, pic-
tured below in a woodland setting, may
give the early warning once provided by
the now banned anti-personnel mine

W

Alvis’s new Wheelbarrow Plus II-T is far from armless

ALVIS Logistics Ltd, has produced a
major improvement to the Mk 8 Plus
Wheelbarrow, the remotely-controlled
bomb disposal device which has been a
vital tool for EOD teams for more than a
decade.

The Mk8 Plus II-T, on show at Chert-
sey, shares a chassis with the older model,
but is a much more capable machine,
rather spookily resembling the robots of
science fiction.

Sporting a large articulated hydraulic
arm, the new model has much greater
dexterity and the ability to change tools
without returning to an operator who
could be as far as one kilometre away. The
Plus II-T should be able to rumble into a
danger area and remain there until the job
is done — a useful skill when the clock is
ticking down.

So far the robot’s tool box consists only
of a gripper and a disrupter — a powerful
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jet of water which blasts a bomb to bits
before it has a chance to explode. But
Alvis says that other tools, including a
flame-thrower and explosive device, can
be developed according to customers’
needs.

The MK8 Plus II-T is so new that the
MoD has not indicated whether it will be
considered for the Army, but the manu-
facturers hope that the Ministry will con-
duct trials.
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Hostile feet
could stir up a
Hornet's nest

HORNET, a new product from Arkonia
Systems of Hampshire, is an easily-con-
cealed sensor system which uses radar
and infra-red to detect and identify
approaching individuals, wvehicles and
even helicopters.

The MoD has just purchased 24 of the
devices for early operational deployment.

According to the manufacturers,
Hornet is relatively simple to use and may
give soldiers an alternative to anti-person-
nel land mines, now banned for humani-
tarian reasons. Now soldiers may have a
much better and humane way of telling
whether they are under threat from an
approaching enemy.

INTERLOCKING ARCS

Each unit is sensitive through 40
degrees and the system is designed to be
deployed with interlocking arcs.

Once an approaching object has been
detected, it will be “interrogated” with a
burst of radar. Hornet then compares
the returned radar signature with com-
puter profiles of enemy and friendly assets
and transmits the information to the
operator.

A conventional pocket pager held by an
operator will tell him the nature of the
contact and the direction in which it is
moving. The defenders can then decide
whether or not to engage.

Second generation Hornet is already
under development. This will use “detec-
tor scouts”, widely dispersed sub-sensors
to radically increase the system’s range
and sensitivity.

Increased range for

forward air controllers

FORWARD air controllers can look for-
ward to a slightly easier life now that a
new radio system from Hunting Engi-
neering has been introduced.

Unlike the 344 Clansman system,
which it replaces, PRC346 has an anti-
jamming capability, and comes complete
with a GPS positioning system, enabling
operators to give attacking pilots very
accurate target positions. Range is around
15 nautical miles.

Hunting’s new radio is fitted into back-
packs which are fully compatible with
Combat 95 clothing. A thousand sets are
now being delivered.

that digest the TNT in explos

What the
papers say

in the gene which makes jellyfish glow. The
result is that minefields sprayed with a solu-
tion containing the bacter
the surface. Ultra-violet light t
the position of individual mi

@ MoD researchers have found a way of
resetting soldiers’ body clocks so they can
go without sleep for up to 36 hours. Tiny
optical fibres embedded in special specta-
cles fool the brain into thinking it has just
woken up. — Sunday Times

® The Afrikaner community is accused
of hijacking events marking the start of the
BoerWar 100 years ago to promote an anti-
British view of the conflict. — Sunday Tele-
graph

® Despite pressure from South Africa,
the word “sorry” did not appear in a speech
by the Duke of Kent after he visited graves
of some of the 50,000 innocent victims of
the concentration camps used by Britain
during the Boer War. The omission has
angered some Afrikaners and black Africans.
— Sunday Express

® The US Army has announced the cre-
ation of two highly mobile brigades able to
deploy anywhere within 96 hours. The units
are a response to criticism that the army is
too cumbersome to take on the role of
world policeman. — Daily Telegraph

@® Government plans to hold an annual
day of commemoration would be unaccept-
able without similar events to mark atroci-
ties carried out against British citizens.
During the Second World War, British sol-
diers in the Far East were caught up in suf-
fering almost as grotesque in its cruelty as
that perpetrated in the Nazi concentration
camps . . . we should also honour those
who died on the Burma Road and else-
where in Japanese prisoner-of-war camps.
— Leader column, Express

@ Britain is the worst offender in Europe
for being the only country to send under-18
“child soldiers” into combat, an internation-

al conference in Berlin was told. — Guardian
o




READER OFFER

The part played by the British Army, both in war

and at peace, can never be underestimated. Its ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
place in history is now being celebrated by a

new video release, Century of Army. S[JRVIV Q I
Century of Army, a boxed, two-hour video set, is

part of a series specially commissioned by W H
Smith.

This unique record* of the Army is avail-
able to Soldier readers at a special price of
£17.99 - including free post and packaging.

Barry Davies BiM

SAS Encyclopedia of Survival
By Barry Davies, BEM
Recommended Price £25.00
Special Offer Price £20.00, inc. P&P

H The most comprehensive survival guide
ever written

E Building shelters, sourcing water, finding

food, hunting, firemaking, first aid -
includes details on the very latest
procedures and equipment

CENTURY OF

ARMY |y

NARRATED BY ROBERT POWELL H leadingelnemons“m'al

“ Other videos in the series feature Century of Navy, Century of RAF, Century
of Spart and Century of Golf and are available in all W H Smith stores, priced
at £19.99. Century of Army is made to full broadcast quality and is produced
for W H Smith by Green Umbrella. For details of other titles in the “Century
of " series, please call Green Umbrella on 01483 223022.

i Please send me ..... set(s) of the Century of Army video at;
1£17.99 each. i

SPECIAL OFFER

To purchase your copy of SAS Encyclopedia of Survival

‘| enclose a crossed cheque/postal order for £...

your credit card to hand and call 01206 255 800.

'Please add £4.99 for overseas postage. NTSC copies

| payable to GREEN UMBRELLA. at a discounted price of £20.00 inc. pap, please have

iavailable — please specify “NTSC” if required. 1]
iPIease allow up to 2| days for delivery from receipt of} "
torder. Send to: Green Umbrella, 3 Tannery House, Tannery.

iLane, Send, Surrey, GU23 7EF Sol 11.'99'
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Order of battle

A year on from the
Strategic Defence
Review and the TA
restructuring, a new
force has emerged

Report: Graham Bound

TERRITORIAL Army units across the
country felt the full force of the Strategic
Defence Review (SDR). But initial fears that
the TA was to be cut indiscriminately were
unfounded.

Some will continue to say-that reducing
the size of the TA by 13,000 was an ill-con-
ceived way of saving money, but in reality the
review was driven by three principles: the
new TA had to be more usable, better able to
integrate with the Regular Army and, above
all, more relevant to the country’s defence
needs in an increasingly volatile world.

The result is that while the infantry and
the veomanry have been reduced in strength,
medical and combat support services have
been radically enhanced.

TITLES PRESERVED

For disbanded units, SDR brought sad-
ness, but it must be some consolation that,
wherever possible, regimental titles have
been preserved at sub-unit level.

It is also good news that units are embark-
ing on training programmes which could not
have been expected in the days before SDR.
TA soldiers are now, or soon will be, gaining
experience on the Challenger 2 main battle
tank, Rapier anti-aircraft systems and the
Royal Artillery’s AS90 guns.

A year on, there is some proof that the new
TA is working: proving itself both more rele-
vant and a vital partner to the Regular Army.
Although smaller, at any time about 400
reservists continue to work with Regular
units on operational tours; a figure which has
not changed significantly since the days
when the TA was very much larger.

Listed here are the Territorial Army’s regi-
ments, battalions, companies and squadrons

and their approved locations; a broad view of

the independent units and sub-units that
make up Britain’s new part-time army.
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This is the NEW
Territorial Army

P

Changing of the garb: When the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry, formerly B Squad-
ron, The Queen’s Own Yeomanry, re-titled S Squadron, The Royal Yeomanry, some
soldiers retired from the ranks. Others, such as Shaun Feereday and his com-
rades, pictured above, went through a ceremonial changing of their cap badges

Royal Armoured Corps

Royal Yeomanry: RHQ
London; squadrons at Swin-
don, Leicester, Croydon,
Nottingham, London

Royal Wessex Yeomanry:
RHQ Bovington; squadrons
at Bovington, Salisbury,

Cirencester and Barnstable

Royal Mercian and
Lancastrian Yeomanry:
RHQ Telford; squadrons at
Dudley, Telford, Chester and
Wigan

Queen’'s Own Yeomanry:
RHQ Newcastle; squadrons
in York, Ayr, Belfast, Cupar,
Newcastle

Royal Artillery

Honourable Artillery Com-
pany: RHQ and five
squadrons based in London

100 Regiment: RHQ Luton;
batteries at Luton, Bristol
and Nottingham

101 Regiment: RHQ
Gateshead; batteries at

Blyth, Newcastle and South
Shields

103 Regiment: RHQ St
Helens; batteries in Liver-
pool, Manchester and Bolton

104 Regiment: RHQ
Newport; batteries in
Wolverhampton, Newport
and Worcester

105 Regiment: RHQ
Edinburgh; batteries at
Newtownards, Glasgow
and Arbroath

@ Turn to next page

Picture: Gareth Griffiths
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Order of battle

The new

Vital statistics

BEFORE SDR, the TA had
a target strength of 54,000,
although actual strength was
50,000. The new target
strength is 41,200.
Draw-downs, redundancies
and retirements will bring
the actual strength down to
that figure.

New regiments

NEW Territorial Army infantry
regiments and battalions have
been formed by troops from
disbanded units. And the old
units should not be forgotten.
As far as possible these names
will be transferred to compa-
nies, and many of the soldiers
will retain their old cap badges.

The new regimental names:
Tyne Tees, King’s and
Cheshire, 51st Highland, 52nd
Lowland, East and West
Riding, East of England, Royal
Rifle Volunteers, Rifle
Volunteers, West Midland,
Royal Welsh, Lancastrian and
Cumbrian Volunteers, Royal
Irish Rangers.

Prognosis is
good for TA

medical units

OVERALL TA numerical
strength has been reduced
radically, but in one crucial
B e bty Snreo
up. The Army Medical Staff
TA is increasing its strength
Before SDR, there were

® From Page 27
106 Regiment: RHQ London;
batteries at Bury St Edmunds,
London, Leeds and Southampton

Central Volunteers HQ RA:
London

Royal Engineers

Royal Monmouthshire RE
(Militia): RHQ Monmouth;
squadrons at Cwmbran, Swansea
and Warley

71 Regiment: RHQ Leuchars;
squadrons at Paisley and
Newcastle

73 Regiment: RHQ Nottingham;
squadrons in Sheffield,
Nottingham, Chesterfield and

St Hellier, Jersey

75 Regiment: RHQ Failsworth;
squadrons in Birkenhead, Stoke
on Trent and Walsall

101 Regiment: RHQ London;
squadrons in London, Rochester
and Tunbridge Wells

131 Independent Commando
Squadron: London

135 Topographical Squadron:
Ewell

412 Amphibious Engineer
Troop: Hameln

Central Volunteer HQ RE: Cam-
berley

Royal Signals

31 Signal Regiment: RHQ
London; squadrons at Coulsdon,
Eastbourne and London

32 Signal Regiment: RHQ Glas-
gow; squadrons in Aberdeen,
East Kilbride and Edinburgh

33 Signal Regiment: RHQ
Huyton; squadrons in Manches-
ter, Liverpool and Runcorn

34 Signal Regiment: RHQ
Middlesborough; squadrons in
Leeds, Darlington and Middles-
borough

35 Signal Regiment: RHQ
Coventry; squadrons in Birming-
ham, Newcastle-Under-Lyme,
Rugby and Shrewsbury

36 Signal Regiment: RHQ liford;
squadrons at Grays, Colchester
and Cambridge

37 Signal Regiment: RHQ
Redditch; squadrons in Cardiff,
Stratford-Upon-Avon, Manchester
and Coventry

38 Signal Regiment: RHQ

Sheffield; squadrons in Derby,
Sheffield and Nottingham

39 Signal Regiment: RHQ Bris-
tol; squadrons at Uxbridge, Ban-
bury and Gloucester

40 Signal Regiment: RHQ
Belfast; squadrons in Belfast,
Limavady and Bangor

71 Signal Regiment: RHQ
London; squadrons at Lincolns
Inn, Bexleyheath and Chelmsford

72 Signal Regiment: RHQ
Oxford; squadrons in Bath,
Windsor and Aylesbury

1 Signal Squadron: Bletchley
2 Signal Squadron: Dundee

5 Communications Company:
Chicksands

63 Signal Squadron (SAS)

Infantry

The Tyne Tees Regiment: Bn HQ
Durham; companies at Scarbor-
ough, Middlesbrough, Bishop
Auckland, Newcastle upon Tyne
and Ashington

The King's and Cheshire
Regiment: Bn HQ Warrington;
companies in Liverpool, Warring-
ton, Manchester and Crewe

51st Highland Regiment:
Bn HQ Perth; companies in
Dundee, Peterhead, Inver-
ness, Dunbarton and Stir-
ling

52nd Lowland Regiment: Bn
HQ Glasgow; companies in
Edinburgh, Ayr, Glasgow and
Galashiels

The East and West Riding Regi-
ment: Bn HQ Pontefract; compa-
nies at Huddersfield, Barnsley,
Hull, York and Wakefield

The East of England Regiment:
Bn HQ Bury St Edmunds; compa-
nies in Norwich, Lincoln, Leices-

ter, Mansfield and Chelmsford /

The London Regiment:
Bn HQ Battersea; companies
in Westminster, Edge-
ware, Balham, Camber-
well, Mayfair and West
Ham

3rd (Volunteer) Battalion,
The Princess of Wales's
Royal Regiment (Queen’s
and Royal Hamp-
shires): Bn

HQ Canter-
bury; companies
at Farnham,

V 1]
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Territorial.

Brighton and Canterbury

The Royal Rifle Volunteers: Bn
HQ Reading; companies in
Oxford, Reading, Portsmouth and
Milton Keynes

The Rifle Volunteers: Bn HQ
Exeter; companies in Gloucester,
Taunton, Dorchester, Truro and
Exeter

The West Midlands Regiment:
Bn HQ Wolverhampton;
companies in Birmingham, Kid-
derminster, Burton upon Trent,
Stoke-on-Trent and Shrewsbury

The Royal Welsh Regiment: Bn
HQ Cardiff; companies at
Wrexham, Swansea, Cardiff and
Colwyn Bay

The Lancastrian and Cumbrian
Volunteers: Bn HQ Preston; com-
panies at Barrow in Furness,
Blackburn, Workington and  Pre-
ston

The Royal Irish Rangers: Bn HQ
Portadown; companies at
Newtonards and Newtownabbey

4th (Volunteer) Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment: Bn HQ
Pudsey; companies in London,
Pudsey and Glasgow

Army Medical
Services

201 Field Hospital:
RHQ Newcastle upon

" SpclAl CLVB Y
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Tyne; squadrons at Newton
Aycliffe, Stockton-on-Tees and
Newcastle upon Tyne

202 Field Hospital: RHQ
Birmingham; squadrons in Birm-
ingham, Stoke on Trent, Oxford
and Shrewsbury

203 Field Hospital: RHQ
Cardiff, squadrons in
Cardiff, Swansea and Aber-
gavenny

——— 204 Field Hospital:
RHQ Belfast;
squadrons in Belfast,

Ballymena, Newtow-

nards and Armagh

205 Field Hospital:
RHQ Glasgow;
squadrons in Glasgow,
Aberdeen, Dundee
and Edinburgh

207 Field Hospital:
RHQ Manchester;
squadrons at Stock-

port, Blackburn and
Bury

208 Field Hospital:

RHQ Liverpool;
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Getting real: Soldiers of the new 1st Battalion, The East of England
Regiment (1 EER) brush up their house-clearing skills during the
battalion’s first field exercise at Imber Village on Salisbury Plain

squadrons in Liverpool, Ellesmere
and Lancaster

212 Field Hospital: RHQ
Sheffield; squadrons in Sheffield,
Bradford, Nottingham and Leeds

243 Field Hospital: RHQ
Keynsham; squadrons at Keyn-
sham, Exeter, Plymouth and
Portsmouth

256 Field Hospital: RHQ
Walworth, London; squadrons at
Walworth, Hammersmith,
Kingston and Bow

253 Field Ambulance: Belfast

254 Field Ambulance:
Cambridge

152 Ambulance Regiment: RHQ
Belfast; squadrons in Londonder-
ry, Belfast and Bridgend

C (144) Parachute Medical
Squadron: London

B (220) Medical Squadron:
Maidstone

B (250) Medical Squadron: Hull

B (225) Medical Squadron:
Dundee

C (251) Medical Squadron:
Sunderland

C (222) Medical Squadron:
Leicester

HQ Army Medical Service TA:
York

Royal Logistic Corps

150 (Northumbria) Transport
Regiment: RHQ Hull; squadrons
in Hull, Tynemouth, Leeds and
Doncaster

151 (Greater London) Logistic
Support Regiment: RHQ Croy-
don; squadrons at Croydon,
Romford, Sutton, Barnet and
Southall

156 (North West) Transport Reg-
iment: RHQ Liverpool; squadrons
in Liverpool, Birkenhead, Salford
and Bootle

Y 7/

157 (Wales and Midland) Logis-
tic Support Regiment: RHQ
Cardiff; squadrons in Cardiff,
Telford, Swansea, Carmarthen
and West Bromwich

158 (Royal Anglian) Transport
Regiment: RHQ Peterborough;
squadrons in Peterborough,
Kempston, Ipswich and Loughbor-
ough

Scottish Transport Regiment:
RHQ Dunfermline; squadrons in
Dunfermline, Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Glenrothes and Irvine

168 Pioneer Regiment: RHQ
Grantham; squadrons at
Grantham, Cramlington and
Coulby Newham

CVHQ and HQ RLCTA:
Grantham

Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers

101 Battalion REME: Bn HQ
Queensferry; companies at
Prestatyn, Coventry, Clifton and
Grangemouth

102 Battalion REME: Bn HQ
Newton Aycliffe; companies at
Newton Aycliffe, Rotherham,
Scunthorpe and Newcastle upon
Tyne

103 Battalion REME: Bn HQ
Crawley; companies in
Portsmouth, Redhill and Ashford

104 Battalion REME: Bn HQ
Bordon; company in Northampton

HQ REME TA: Bordon
Adjutant General’s Corps

4 Regiment, Royal Military
Police: RHQ Aldershot; compa-
nies at West Bromwich and Brixton

5 Regiment, Royal Military
Police: RHQ Livingston;
companies at Livingston and
Stockton-on-Tees

CVHQ AGC: Worthy Down
Intelligence Corps

3 (Volunteer) Military Intelli-
gence Battalion: BHQ London;
companies in London, Edinburgh,
York, Keynsham and Birmingham

Special Air Service

21 and 23 Regiments SAS
Army Air Corps

7 Regiment AAC: Netheravon
CVHQ AAC: Netheravon
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Feature

Age shall not
weary them

Unique memorial
commemorates
200,000 Scottish dead

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Mike Weston

ON a bright autumn morning high inside
Edinburgh Castle, tourists pose for pho-
tographs and chat in the sunshine before
making their way to the entrance to the
Scottish National War Memorial.

As soon as they step over the threshold,
the talking peters out and the only
sounds remaining are the echoes of
gentle footfalls reverberating from the
massive stone walls. Young and old walk
in respectful silence, the dignity and
peace of the building drawing them to
quiet contemplation.

The memorial has an atmosphere as
real and profound as the inscriptions and
plaques that bear witness to the ultimate
sacrifice of Scots —men and women — who
fell in the First and Second World Wars
and of those who have
been killed since while
serving with Scottish
regiments.

This is a Scottish
memorial, paid for with
Scottish money and built
by Scottish hands from
Scottish materials. The
only exception is a huge
block of green Italian marble which serves
as the Stone of Remembrance upon
which is cut the Cross of Sacrifice and
the words “Their name liveth”.

Architect Sir Robert Lorimer and 200
craftsmen transformed a barrack block in
the castle into a Hall of Honour, a place of
record where the names of the dead are
on permanent display. Every branch of
the armed services and their civilian aux-
iliaries are represented.

The idea for the memorial was first
mooted in 1917 and eventually came to
fruition ten years later with the official
opening. The building is rich in symbol-
ism and it would take a scholar to fully
understand the significance of some of
the arr.

But what is readily accessible to all is
the architect’s vision, which has achieved
a delicate balance between proportion
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Healing hands: This panel is a memorial to all nurses. It shows stretcher-bearers and a

wounded man. The inscription reads: “They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old”

and light and shade to create a monument
of dignified beauty.

Brig Hughie Monro, Commander 52
Lowland Brigade, has a special affinity
with the memorial. His great-great grand-
father, Gen Sir Spencer Ewart, was GOC
Scottish Command throughout the 1914-
18 war and was a moving force behind the
project. During the Great War a larger
proportion of Scottish Servicemen and
women were killed than any other nation
of the British Empire.

“Whenever I go into the memorial my

Hall of Honour: The entrance to the
Scottish National War Memorial

Picture: Trustees of Scottish Memorial

spine tingles,” said Brig Monro. “When I
take visitors from all parts of the world
round it they are amazed at what they see
and feel when they get there.”

The numbers of the fallen are difficult
to comprehend: nearly 150,000 Scottish
casualties in the Great War and more than
50,000 in the Second World War and the
campaigns since 1945,

Brig Monro said: “It is a very poignant
memorial and I think it should have
greater visibility, not only in Scotland, but
in the Services generally.”




Historian Stephen Dance describes in his

final instalment how a nation was subjugated

MANY people thought the war was over
when the Boer capitals of Bloemfontein
and Pretoria were occupied in March and
June 1900 respectively.

They were wrong. A new phase of guer-
rilla warfare began with small bands of
mounted Boers hitting British columns
hard and disappearing as fast as they had
appeared.

The slow-moving convoys drawn by
oxen were particularly vulnerable, as were
isolated garrisons and towns.
Boer leaders like De Wet and
De La Rey became famous
for their ability to keep the
might of the British Empire at
bay.

But the Boers did not have
it all their way. The introduc-
tion of fortified blockhouses
made of stone or iron — a Boer
War version of the pillbox — barbed wire
and “drives” by British columns across
set areas of country combined to reduce
the commandos’ ability to come and go as
they wished, and would eventually force
the Boers to the negotiating table.

SURRENDER

The “bags” could often be large. In July
1900, for example, Gen Hunter cornered
4,000 Boers in the Brandwater Basin area
and forced them to surrender by closing
off the passes. The surrender went on for
days with columns of Boers coming in to
hand over rifles and ammunition.

Aid provided by Boer families also
became a thing of the past as farms were
burnt and women and children taken into
refugee or concentration camps. The
huge loss of life in these civilian camps —
some 20,000 due to typhoid and other
diseases — has left a legacy of Afrikaner
bitterness to this day. It provoked strong
condemnation in Parliament, with the
then British Government being accused
of pursuing the war through methods of
barbarism.

It is necessary, however, to see it in the
context of the Army’s own losses from ill-
ness: some 22,000 soldiers died in South
Africa, about two in every three as a result
of disease. If this was happening to an
army on the move, what chance civilians
herded into crowded camps? Soldiers’
letters and diaries show that few took
pleasure in evicting families, although
most were only too well aware of the prac-

tical aid civilians were offering to Boers
still in the field.

To prevent escape, Boers captured in
action were not only interned but also
transported to faraway British colonies
for the duration of the hostilities. Camps
were established in places such as Bermu-
da, St Helena, India and Ceylon. For
many Boers it was the first time they had
seen the sea.

In the guerrilla phase of the war the
British taxpayer had the dubi-
ous pleasure of paying for
both sides as the ragged Boer
commandos relied on cap-
tured weapons and ammuni-
tion picked up in British
camps, ammunition which
had fallen out of ill-fitting
bandoliers.

But increasingly their pos-
ition was desperate; one old veteran
who had been captured when De Wet
launched a surprise attack on a yeomanry
camp at Tweefontein in the early hours
of Christmas Day 1901 told me of the
Boers he had seen wearing old sacks and
women’s bonnets. Firefights such as that
became relatively rare as the war pro-
gressed, but when they did occur they
served to show that the Boers were still a
force to be reckoned with.

Many personalities served in the war.
The political career of a young war cor-
respondent by the name of Winston
Churchill received a significant boost
when he was involved in the defence of a
wrecked armoured train and subsequent-

Pictures: National Army Museum

ly escaped from a Boer PoW camp. The
creator of Sherlock Holmes, Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, worked in a hospital, and
the Indian pacifist, Gandhi, served with
stretcher-bearers in the Natal Field Force.

Total war: Boer women and children in a British concentration camp, described as “barbaric”
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No way through: A line of cheap,
mass-produced blockhouses
devised by Maj (later Maj Gen Sir)
Spring Robert Rice, RE, severely
restricted the effectiveness of
Boer commandos and raiding
parties on the South African veld

1900
February 27 Relief of Lady-
smith.

March 31 After the defeat
of Cronje at Paardeberg,
Gen Lord Roberts with a
reinforced army defeated
the Boers and drove them
out of Bloemfontein, capital
of the Orange Free State.
Advancing north, Roberts
seized Nroonstad on

May 12.

May 17 Relief of Mafeking
by cavalry column under Col
Mahon. Cronje, with a force
of 5,000 Boers, had
besieged the town in Octo-
ber 1899. The defenders
were some 700 irregulars
and recruited townsmen
under Col Baden-Powell.
The bombardment was con-

Milestones

by Brian Jewell

June 5 Revers Buller occu-
pies Pretoria, capital of the
Transvaal.

July 4 Roberts’s and
Buller's forces meet at Viak-
fontein.

July 27 Louis Botha defeat-
ed at Bergendal.

July 31 Johannesburg
occupied by Roberts.

October 6 President Paul
Kruger, now in Europe, is
refused audience
by Kaiser Wil-
helm Il, who
had hitherto
supported the
Boer cause.

October 25 Britain formally
annexes Transvaal.

November Boer guerrilla
activity against British out-
posts intensifies in both
Orange Free State and
Transvaal.

1901

January Kitchener builds
chain of blockhouses and
devastates farms to combat
Boer guerrillas

February Invasions by
Louis Botha in Natal, and
Christian de Wet and James
Hertzog in Cape Colony all
fail.

February 26 Meeting of
Kitchener and Botha at Mid-
dleberg, but there is no
agreement on amnesty for
Cape rebels.

Many of the generals of the Great War of
1914-1918 came to prominence in South
Africa. The Anglo-Boer War is all around
us but few people notice. There are many
towns with roads named after the famous
sieges of Kimberley, Ladysmith, and
Mafeking and the leaders of the day such
as Roberts and Buller, just as there are
Army barracks at Larkhill and Aldershot.
There is also Liverpool FC’s famous
Kop, which recalls the losses to Lan-
cashire regiments during the battle of
Spion Kop.

MEMORIALS

But perhaps the war’s most enduring
legacy are the memorials scattered
throughout this country and overseas.
These range from statues and columns in
public places to personal memorial brass-
es in churches. My own preference is for
the more lifelike representations, such as
the memorial by the river at Bedford.

Here you find a Boer War soldier in full
marching order resting on his rifle. As
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tinuous but only one deter-
mined attempt to penetrate
the defences was made.
This was on May 12 when
300 Boers succeeded in
getting through the lines,
but were surrounded and
captured.

May 24 Orange Free State
annexed by Britain.

with many such memorials,
it is remarkable to note the
variety of units recorded.

The Victorian Military
Society’s Anglo-Boer War
Memorials Project, under
the direction of Meuriq
Jones, has to date located
1,100 individual memo-
rials in Australia, Ber-
muda, Canada, the Channel
Islands, Eire, England, New
Zealand, Scotland, South
Africa, Sri Lanka and Wales.
Nearly 18,000 names have been
recorded, thus providing inter-
esting possibilities for cross-
referencing with casualty
returns and other data sources.

Two-thirds of the memorials loc-
ated do not appear in Colonel
Gildea’s book on the subject, pub-
lished in 1911. The majority of the
memorials are to those who died from
wounds or disease, but some simply com-
memorate the men from particular dis-
tricts who served.

In a very real sense, the Anglo-Boer War
was Britain’s Vietnam. Up to 500,000
men from virtually every regiment had
to be deployed to subdue an irregular
army which could draw aid and suste-
nance from the civilian population. It
was not uncommon for a Boer woman
to be handing water to British patrols
one minute and uncovering rifles for a
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May 31 War ends with

Peace of Vereeniging. Boers

accept British sovereignty

and in return are promised
representative government
and compensation of £3
million to restock devastat-
ed farms.

commando the next.
The “click-clack”™
double report of a
sniper’s Mauser rifle
was often the response
to soldiers who drop-
ped their guard in areas
thought to be “friend-
ly”. The war has often
been called the last of
the gentleman’s wars.
Such a claim has to be
treated with some caution
but there is evidence that,
on the whole, both sides
had confidence in leaving wound-
ed men to the care of the enemy.
The Anglo-Boer War has been
consigned to the sidelines of history,
due largely to the fact of two world
wars. The horrendous casualty lists of
the Great War made even the fiercest
Boer War battle look like a skirmish and
people have forgotten the achievements
of soldiers, both the Regulars and the vol-
unteers, who, often dressed in rags and
miles from decent food and clean water,
stormed up kopjes in the face of a brave
and determined enemy.

It is to be hoped that the centenary
brings a reappraisal of the war: it is long
overdue.

The Anglo-Boer War Memorials Project web-
site is at http:/members.acl.com/abwm
® See My Army, Pages 34-35; Books 66-67
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My Army: Lo

This dirty

In his new book on
the Boer War, Field
Marshal Lord Carver
expresses the view
that we should not
be proud of the
British Army's
conduct in southern
Africa. But lessons
were learned

Interview: Graham Bound

“THE Boer War was trumped-up by the
British: there isn’t any doubt that the dis-
pute could have been settled peacefully
if the Government had been prepared to
do so0.”

Listening to Field Marshal Lord
Carver, one rapidly gets the impression
that Gladstone’s government was very
foolish indeed.

The country embarked on its first real
war for 50 years completely under-esti-
mating the bloody price the Boers would
extract for the conquest of their Orange
Free State and Transvaal.

But with the British Empire at its peak,
London wanted, as Lord Carver puts it,
to see the map of Africa “painted red from
the Cape to Cairo”, and a group of farm-
ers living a life straight out of the Old Tes-
tament was not going to stop them.

Boer leader Paul Kruger was rather
more canny. When he heard that troops
were being mobilised in the UK, he
ordered modern weaponry from Ger-
many and began organising rural Boers
into the famous commandos.

“To start with,” explained Lord Carver,
“the Boers could put more men into the
field. Every man was accustomed to using
a rifle, riding a horse and living life in the
field. By their very lives they were natural
soldiers.”

Coming from a man who spent his mil-
itary life working according to strict doc-
trine, it seems strange to hear Lord
Carver admiring a military system which

GARVER

MICHAEL Carver, a descen-
dant of the first Duke of
Wellington's brother, was
born in 1915, just 13 years
after the Boer War ended. He
was commissioned in 1935

Peer, field marshal, author

of the 4th Armoured Brigade.

He eventually rose to the

posts of Chief of the General -

Staff and, in the rank of field
marshal, Chief of the
Defence Staff. He was made

War.

Top job:The
then Gen
Carver, pictured 4 ; ¢ ¥
on his appoint- paign, commanding his regi-
ment as Chiefof ment there as well as in Italy soon. He has since written

the General
Staff in 1971

had virtually none. After a year or more
spent poring over contemporary accounts
of the conflict, he is still amazed at the
way the Britain’s enemies went about
their deadly business.

“They had an extraordinarily democra-
tic system. When they were called up,
each man would trot off to form a tempo-
rary commando, which could be between
300 and a 1,000 strong, and elect a com-
mander. Rather like Che Guevara’s fight-
ers, military decisions were taken by a
council of officers.”

RUTHLESS CAMPAIGN

Not only were the Boers highly mobile,
they were in crucial respects also better
armed. Mauser rifles bought by the thou-
sands from Germany were superior in
almost every respect to the rifles carried
by British soldiers during the first half of
the war. Using smokeless ammunition
from defensive positions, the Boers were
often able to pick off their enemy at will.

Artillery was crucial, and here too the
Boers had the upper hand. Although they
had far fewer guns, theirs had much
greater range and fired high-explosive
shells rather than the shrapnel emploved
by the British.

It became clear to Kitchener, Buller,
Roberts and the other British comman-
ders that the war would be won only if
Britain could mobilise substantial reserve
forces but, according to the law, only the
Militia could fight overseas. Yeomanry
and the Volunteers could be used only in
the defence of Britain itself. To get

— PR ¥ ey

and was with the 1st Royal
Tank Regiment at the out-
break of the Second World

He served in armoured for-  duced the first comprehen-
mations throughout the
North African desert cam-

and Normandy. At the age of 11 more books and edited
29 he was put in comrmand

a life peer in 1977.

Lord Carver wrote his first
book, a regimental history,
soon after the war, and pro-

sive account of the Battle of
El Alamein, a second paper-
back edition of which is out

two others.

around this, Yeomanry and
Volunteer regiments were
encouraged to form special
companies prepared to fight
overseas.

Sheer force of numbers and
a ruthless campaign of almost
total destruction and incar-
ceration, which Lord Carver
does not hesitate to describe
as “a dirty war”, eventually
defeated the Boers.

Fuelled by imperial brava-
do, Britain portrayed this as a
great victory, but Lord
Carver sees it differently.

Picture: Steve Dock

“The British did not come  compiler of mories: Lord Carver leafs through his latest book

out of it well in any respect,”

he says. “The soldiers fought bravely and
put up mth a rough life, but in no respect
can you say that it brought great honour
to British arms.”

He gets into his critical stride easily. “I
can’t put my finger on any general who
did well. The medical and transport sys-
tems did not work well; the artillery had
inadequate range and fired the wrong
shells; the cavalry — still equipped with
sabres and lances — couldn’t make up
their minds what they were meant to be
doing.”

Must our national memory of the Boer
War be totally negative? No, not entirely,
says Lord Carver. “If there was any good
to come out of evil, it was the reorganisa-
tion of the War Office and the Regular
and Reserve Forces following the war. As
a result, he insists, the Army was fit to
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fight when the First World War began in
1914.

It is, however, hard to imagine a soldier
who fought the unforgiving, determined
Boer taking any solace from the likely-
hood that the Army would learn from his
suffering.

Instead he would probably share the
feelings of one low-ranking eyewitness,
whose poignant letter home is repro-
duced in Lord Carver’s book. “It is a
beastly country here,” wrote 17-year-old
midshipman James Menzies, a member of
a naval gun team attached to the Army.
“The Boers are quite welcome to it all.

The National Army Museum Book of the Boer
War by Fd Marshal Lord Carver is published
by Sidgwick & Jackson at £25.

® ‘Sporting war’ myth exposed — Page 66

SOLDIER November 1999

Grand
Daddy

ASKED if he had
known any veterans
of the Boer War, the
field marshal
responded with a
slightly prickly “I'm
not that old, you
know” before recall-
ing that he had
indeed served with a
veteran of the veld
during the Second
World War.

“I had a soldier in
my HQ called Daddy
Phillips, who had fal-
sified his age to join
the Royal Signals.
God knows how old
he was.”

At the end of the
war, Daddy was
concerned that he
should say goodbye
to the Army wearing
all the medal ribbons
to which he was
entitled from the
Boer, First and
Second World Wars.

The young Michael
Carver, then sta-
tioned in Germany,
called at Spinks,
the medal special-
ists, during a brief
visit to London and
returned to BAOR
with the vital rib-
bons. The heavily-
decorated Boer War
veteran finally retired
from the Army a
happy man.

WE have three hardback
copies of Lord Carvers
new book to give away,
including a signed copy. To
win one, answer the fol-
lowing question correctly:

What was the name of
the German rifle used
by the Boers?

Send your answer on a
postcard or the back of
an envelope to Soldier,

| fﬂ‘lj 1‘/ N
W Him ’,- I\

Boo UJ of The Bo

Ordnance
shot, Hants

reach us by December 1.
The first three correct

entrants

random wil
books. The
entrant  will
copy signed

Only one entry per person
is permitted. Soldier staff
and their families may not

enter, and
decision is fi

L[J/&____!l?

Road, Alder-
GU11 2DU, to

selected at
| receive the
first correct
receive the
by the author.

the Editor's
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Chris slips in at last minute to take top prize

CPL Chris Redford, RL.C, arrived in
Northern Ireland just ten days before
entries to the province’s tri-Service
photographic competition closed,
just long enough for him to walk
away with one of the top prizes.

His simple but eye-catching digital
manipulation was the unanimous
choice of all three judges as the over-
all image of the year. It was the first
time an entry in the digital category
had been selected as the overall
winner.

His efforts earned 25-year-old
Chris, who also did well in the mili-
tary portrait category, a cheque for
£250 and a top-of-the-range, photo-
graph-quality printer.

But whisper it softly, the Army’s
long-running claim to the Northern
Ireland professional Photographer of
the Year title was sunk by Royal Navy
leading photographer Steve Lewis,
whose portfolio shot during six
months on patrol in South Armagh
with 42 Commando, Royal Marines,
earned him the coveted trophy. Steve,
the Navy’s only representative in the
competition, produced a consistency
and quality that singled him out.

Judges Linda Salem, regional
chairman of the British Institute of

Winning smile: Sgt Fiona Stapley’s entry

won her the best military portrait category

Professional Photographers, Stephen
George, the MoD’s Principal Photog-
rapher Northern Ireland, and Flight
Sgt Nigel Burton, Chief Photograph-
er RIC, RAF Aldergrove, were con-
fronted by 300 images, a big increase
on previous years, entered by more
than 50 professional and amateur
snappers.

Sgt Shane Wilkinson, RL.C, made a

o W o

big impact on the compettion. He
won the monochrome and colour cat-
egories, finished as the runner-up in
the portrait, image of the year and
Soldier-sponsored own choice cate-
gories, and was highly commended
for -his entry in the sports section.
LCpl Ian Woods of the 1st Battalion,
The Cheshire Regiment retained the
amateur title for a second year.

Serious: Sgt Shane Wilkinson's
prize-winning monochrome entry

Right: Amateur Photographer of
the Year LCpl lan Woods was
clearly shooting on the right track

Making a splash: Cpl John Skillen’s picture won the Soldi
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Mirrored: By Amateur Photographer of the Year runner-up Capt Sam Potter
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Left: Digital Image of the Year,
taken by Cpl Chris Redford RLC

Below: A flaming good eniry
from LCpl Bobby Nelson RLC,
who finished as the runner-up in
the overall category for Profes-
sional Photographer of the Year

\&

4

All the results

Professional Photographer of the Year
(sponsored by Kodak): LA (Phot) Steve Lewis
RN (£250 and trophy); runner-up, LCpl Bobby
Nelson, RLC (20 rolls of film); highly
commended, SSgt Dave Bridges, RLC.

Best monochrome photograph (liford): Sat
Shane Wilkinson, RLC (£150); runner-up, LCpl
Alan Scott-Brown, 4 R Irish (£50); highly
commended, Cpl Mark Jones, RLC, and LCpl
lan Woods, 1 Cheshire

Best colour photograph (Agfa): Sgt Shane
Wilkinson (£125); runner-up, LCpl Bobby
Nelson (£50); highly commended, Sgt Paul
Taylor, RLC, and Cpl Rob Leyland, RLC

Best military portrait (KJP): Sgt Fiona
Stapley, RLC (£125); runner-up, Sgt Shane
Wilkinson (£50); highly commended, Cpl Chris
Redford, RLC, and SAC Mike Davies, RAF.

Amateur Photographer of the Year (Fuji):
LCpl lan Woods (£250); runner-up, Capt Sam
Potter, RAMC (20 rolls of film); highly
commended, LCpl Scott-Brown and LCpl
Geoff Clampin, Gren Gds.

Own choice award (Soldier): Cpl John
Skillen, RLC (£125); runner-up, Sgt Shane
Wilkinson (£50); highly commended, SSgt
Dave Bridges and Cpl Rob Leyland.

Best sports photograph (Jessops): Cpl
John Skillen (£125); runner-up, LCpl Bobby
Nelson (£50); highly commended, Sgt Shane
Wilkinson and Sgt Fiona Stapley.

Best digital image (Photo Maintenance
Services): Cpl Chris Redford (Epson printer);
runner-up, Cpl John Reid, RAF (Photoshop 5
Bible); highly commended, Cpl Paul Taylor, 2
Para.

Image of the Year (GOC NI): Cpl Chris
Redford (£200); runner-up, Sgt Shane
Wilkinson.




Feature

How
wish

If you have a great
idea for improving
the welfare of
soldiers and their
families, the Army
Central Fund could
help make it happen

Report: Anthony Stone

A STAGGERING £10m is being spent
on special millennium welfare projects as
a result of grants to improve the quality of
life of soldiers and their families. The
huge sum already agreed by the Army
Central Fund is in addition to £1 million
in grants spent annually by them on pro-
jects ranging from building play schools
and all-weather sports pitches to equip-
ping gyms.

There is a very large pot of cash out
there and if you are a Regular serving sol-
dier with an original idea about how to
make life better for you and your family,
some of it could end up in vour unit.

The man responsible for administering
the funds is Lt Col (Retd) Nick Clay-
poole, who does so from his office at
Headquarters Land Command, Wilton.
He is the secretary of the Land Command
Welfare Trust, which decides how the
money is allocated.

Lt Col Claypoole explained how the
system operates: “The funds are made up
of money from the Army Central Fund
(ACF), the Nuffield Trust and the Land
Command Trust Fund.

“We have a yearly cycle where units
apply for money, the applications are
processed and considered at divisional
level and then go before a meeting of the
trustees at HQ Land Command.

“The trustees decide on the merits and
make an award and the unit is given the
instruction to go ahead and spend the
money. If we feel it will benefit the well-
being of the garrison we’ll go for it.”

Land Command’s area of responsibility
is vast, covering every unit in the United
Kingdom as well as overseas detachments
based in Kenya, Belize, Brunei, Nepal
and Canada. It also provides welfare
funds for troops deployed in Bosnia and

to make your
s come true

It could be you: Lt Col Nick Claypoole is happy to discuss possible grant ideas with units

Kosovo, where welfare funds have recent-
ly helped finance a cyber café. In fact, the
only areas not covered are Cyprus,
Gibraltar, the Falklands and Northern
Ireland.

Money available varies from £2,000 to
£20,000 for the more usual grants up to
around £3million for the one-off millen-
nium grants. But the one thing they have
in common is that they must be used for
welfare.

MANY SOURCES

During the past year smaller grants to
units have been used to buy ski and fitness
equipment and musical instruments.
Larger sums have gone on commercial
clothes washers and dryers, the refurbish-
ment of a junior ranks club and the build-
ing of a créche.

The largest non-public fund grant at
the moment is for the extension of Alder-
shot Garrison’s swimming pool.

Lt Col Claypoole said: “We also admin-
ister Army Central Fund millennium
grants of about £10 million and the
Nuffield Trust. There is a lot of cash
being spent at the moment, mostly for the
welfare of soldiers and their dependants.”

Money from non-public funds comes
from many different sources, but mainly
from donations, bequests, the Naafi and
SSVC. It is invested and the grants are
taken from the profits. Booming stocks
have meant there is plenty to go around.

Naafi’s dividend and gaming machine
income is also ploughed back into the
Army. In recent years this ‘has been low
because of poor trading performances as
a result of the drawdown of the Army in
Germany and elsewhere, but the corner
has now been turned. Naafi’s next six-
monthly dividend payment to the Army is
expected to be around £700,000. Half
the profits from gaming and amusement
machines in Naafi clubs around the world
are returned monthly to units. ¢

If you would like to find out more,
Lt Col Claypoole is happy to offer
advice, but formal applications must
go through the chain of command.

“The trustees are always on the look-
out for innovative welfare bids,” said Lt
Col Claypoole. “The only proviso is that
welfare money should not replicate public
money. We also expect units to show a
commitment by making a contribution
themselves.”
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- On the box

§

In charge: WO2 Phil Jeffries, 2 RGJ, above, and actor loan Gruffudd, inset right, as Lt John Feeley

Warrior heroes

Report: Ray Routledge
SOLDIERS from the Paderborn
2nd Battalion, The Royal Green Jackets
¢ to feature in a BBC TV drama
about the conflict i ysnia.

Two 90-minute episodes of Wa
tell a fiction-based-on-fact story o
group of soldiers and the dilemma they
faced while servi vith the United
Nations Protection Force (UNPRO-
FOR) in the early 1990s.

Starring Ioan Gruffudd, best known
to television viewers as S Forester’s
eponymous midshipman in the Horn-
blower series, it is the latest production
from BAFTA award-winning director
Peter Kosminsky.

His previous work includes docume
taries about the Falklands War and
Cambodi '
ing Heights starring Ralph Fiennes.

plaining the background the
Wars storyline, he told fier of the
important role member RG] had
playved in its production.

Woritten by Leigh Jackson, Warr
a storv about the emotional conflict

fered by a group of soldiers who wit-

d dramas such as Wuther-

nessed the Ahmici massacre in the early
days of Operation Grapple, the United

A tale of British troops
powerless to save
civilian lives during
the war in Bosnia is
the subject of a new
BBC television drama

Nations peacekeeping mission in Bosnia.

“Right at the outset I decided to focus
the story at platoon level,” said Peter
Kosmins ‘T was interested in what it

red neighbour and yet be power-
s to prevent it.
“The soldiers were stopped from
ng action because they were working

ir weapons only if their
own lives were directly threatened. It

1 deployved the

would be going in to save lives. None of

them expected to be touched emotional-,
ly. We wanted to show the effect that can
have on young s S

Kosminsky spent several years on the
project and his research includes hun-
dreds of interviews with soldiers. He is
fully aware of the sensitivity of the sub-
ject and has aimed to be sympathetic.

Much of the filming took place in the
Czech Republic, where the set for the
village was built, partly with the assis-
tance of the RG]J. It was then burned to
simulate an attack by Bosnian Croats.

Kosminsky was full of praise for the
efforts of the Greenjackets and said the
film could not have been made without
their help.

“WO2 Phil Jeffries was the senior figure
with the RG] and he and his men were
fantastic. We ran into all kinds of diffi-
culties and it was only their resourceful-
ness and support that enabled us to
complete the film,” he said. :

Also featured in the production are
nine Warrior infantry fighting vehicles
and their crews from Paderborn.

“In making the film we grew to
respect the RG] soldiers who effectively
became actors. It is a better and more
accurate film because of their input.”
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Dependants’
funds will
merge Into
single charity

TWO Army charities are to merge on January
1 when the Army Officers’ Dependants Fund
and the Soldiers’ Dependants Fund become a
single charity to be known as the Army Depen-
dants’ Trust. Its aim remains the relief of
immediate financial hardship for the family on
the death of a member.

The fund for officers’ dependants traces its
origins to the Army in India in 1820, while that
for soldiers dates back only to 1964. Each cur-
rently pays discretionary grants up to £8,000
for married personnel and £5,500 for single
people. Of 110 serving officers and soldiers
who died last year, 98 were members of the
funds and their dependants received grants.

Funds secretary Maj (Retd) Tony Bettaney
said: “We would like to pay grants to the
dependants of all who die, for whatever
reason, while serving. Just a few pounds a
year can make all the difference to depen-
dants going through a most traumatic time.
The idea is to provide immediate help. Longer-
term support is available from regimental
charities and the Army Benevolent Fund (ABF).

“Any surpluses we have at the end of the
year from investments are given to the ABF for
longer-term assistance.”

SUBSCRIPTIONS

As the new trust will be a charity and not an
insurance scheme, a three-tier subscription
with discretionary grant levels will continue.
Annual subscription for officers and soldiers
will be just £5 a year for those who are mar-
ried, widowed, separated or divorced, and £3
for singles. Retired officers (ROs) in post may
also be members of the trust on payment of an
annual subscription of £10.

Under the new trust, discretionary grants
will be raised to a maximum of £6,000 for
single members and £10,000 for other cate-
gories. Payment is normally made within two
working days of the member’s death.

Ninety-five per cent of serving officers and
soldiers are already members of the two funds
and the trustees hope to sign up the remaining
five per cent. Membership runs from the day of
joining until the last day of paid service in the
Army. The new trust will be open to all Regular
Army personnel, including retired officers in
RO or Army Careers Officer posts; full-time
members of The Royal Irish Regiment;
Gurkhas; non-Regular permanent staff
(NRPS); reservists recalled to full-time ser-
vice: and members of the TA on full-time Reg-
ular service.

With the exception of ROs, the annual sub-
scription is normally paid through a deduction
from the January pay. The new trust will be
administered from offices collocated with the
Casualty and Compassionate Cell in the
Directorate of Personal Services (Army) at
Upavon, Wilts (tel 01980 615734).

Full details of the existing funds can be
found in DCI (Army) 44/98. A DCI containing
details of the new trust is in preparation, while
Chapter 88 in Vol 3 of AGAls (Rules of the
Trust) is also being rewritten.

If you would like to
share a problem, write
to Cari c/o Soldier, or
BFBS, BFPO 786

We are moving to Germany
and have a three-year-old

daughter who has special needs. I've had
a lot of assurances about how we will be
looked after but I'm still really worried.
One of my neighbours says it would be
better if | remained in the UK with my
daughter. — Army family in UK.

Cari replies: Your neigh-
bour doesn’t sound very
helpful. This  summer,

SSAFA Forces Help and the
Forces Special Needs and
Disability Support Group
held a seminar which was
attended by more than 100
people from the UK and
abroad. It covered just about
all the worries I know you
haves While I would not presume to sug-
gest that you will encounter no prob-
lems, I would say that SSAFA Forces
Help and the Army Families Federation
can help you, both in the practical sense

A quick word on the subject of pen pals. If
you have been writing to someone and
you want to put a stop
to it, please do the kind
thing and tell them. Be
as diplomatic as you
want to be, but don’t just stop writing. |
get a fair amount of correspondence from
people (usually young women) worried
that their pen pal has suddenly disap-
peared. They sometimes ask if | can trace

the person to see if everything is all right.
.

Help’s about

Please don't just dump your pen pal

| Cari comments |

and with support. If you haven’t seen the
latest Army Families Journal (dated
Autumn 99), do try to get a copy. You
can call AFF Central Office on 01980

615525.
I recently put an ad in the
Pen Pals section of Sol-
dier but had only one reply. | have written
to him a couple of times since but have
heard nothing from him | want to write to
Service people around the world, particu-
larly those without close family because |
want to let them know someone cares
about them and appreciates their work. —
Single mother in UK.

Cari replies: I can tell from read-
ing your letter that you genuinely
want to support the work of those
who serve in the Army. You know
quite a bit about the environment
and you know how much this
kind of support means to soldiers.
But I'm not sure that the pen pals
route is the right one for you.
Have you thought about contact-
ing your local branch of SSAFA
Forces Help or the Royal British Legion
to see what vou can do to help them? It
would give you contact with the world of
the Armed Forces and a real chance to
do something practical.

Unfortunately, | cannot. And if your part-
ner is serving away from home, don't
underestimate the power of
a note. You don’t have to
write a book; just a few lines
to say you are thinking of
him, or her, will lift the spirits. When |
asked for ideas some time ago, postcards
of favourite places and children’s paint-
ings and drawings cropped up a lot. If
you’ve been thinking you must write to a

loved one, take a break and do it now.
gl

~
Usaful numbars

Army Benevolent Fund 0171 591 2000

Army Families Advice Bureau 01722

436569

Army Welfare Service 01722 436565

Army Families Federation 01980 615525

British Limbless Ex-Service Men'’s

Association 0181 590 1124

Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880
Germany 0800 1827 395
Cyprus 08091065

Bosnia 0800 731 4880

Others UK 1980 630854

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 0181 543 6333

Family Escort Service UK 0171 463 9249,

]

Germany JHQ Mil 2272 or 02161 472272
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
Joint Service Housing Advice

Office 01722 436575

National Gulf Veterans and

Families Association 01482 833812
RBL’s Legionline 0345 725 725
Samaritans 0345 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980
618244

Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 0171 403 8783
SSAFA Forces Help housing

advisory service 01722 436400
Veterans' Advice Unit 08456 020302
War Pensions Agency 01253 858 858
WRVS 01235 442954

——
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BRITISH soldiers are better off being
taxed while on operational duty overseas
than they would be if they were NOT
taxed, according to the Directorate of
Personal Services (Army).

After fielding an increasing number of
queries on why British troops deployed
on operations in Kosovo have to pay UK
income tax while soldiers from other
Nato armies are tax-exempt, DPS(A) —
which is responsible for policy on pay
and financial conditions of service — has
responded at length to the paratrooper’s
letter (see above).

The topic has caused heated debate in
messes far and wide and a Royal Signals
lance corporal was so concerned he
wtote directly to the Secretary of State
for Defence. He received a reply, appar-
ently, via his commanding officer.

DPS(A) staff keep a watching brief on
the financial conditions-of-service of
other armies and had already noted that
some countries allowed remuneration to
be income tax-free for Armed Forces
personnel deployed in specified opera-
tional zones. Earlier this year the direc-
torate investigated the feasibility of
non-payment of income tax by UK Ser-
vicemen and women during operational
deployments.

At the same time, DPS(A) staff con-
ducted a direct basic pay comparison
with the US Army. The results were
staggering. In almost every case they dis-
covered that the British soldier was

S

b

The question ]

WHY do Service personnel pay tax while on
operational tours? While serving in Kosovo |
have met soldiers from other nations within
Nato who are tax-exempt while in operational
theatres. They also receive additional pay-
ments.

Service personnel within operational the-
atres may be away for anything up to six
months at a time, so why are those who do not
benefit from tax-related services during that
period required to pay such a high amount of
tax?

With our commitment in the Balkans no
longer confined to Bosnia, it is apparent that
soldiers will be out of Britain more frequently. It
appears the British soldier is the poor relation of
his or her Nato cousins in terms of benefits in the
operational theatre. — C Smith, 1 Para, Kosovo.

® More readers’ letters — Pages 68-69

You're better off
paying tax on ops

In almost every
case the British
soldier is better paid
and has better pay
prospects than his
US counterpart . . !

better paid — and has better
prospects — than his US counterpart.
Add to this the requirement for the
US soldier to complete an annual tax
return (something his British counter-
part would have to do if the law was
changed to allow income tax to be
reclaimed) and it can be argued that the
British soldier has quite a good deal.

ANNUAL PAY RATES

The issue is far from simple. Payment
of UK income tax is governed by the
Income and Corporation Taxes Act
1988 (ICTA 88) — a piece of primary
legislation — and the Armed Forces Pay
Review Body (AFPRB) acknowledges
the continuous pavment of UK income
tax when recommending the Army’s
annual rates of pay.

The 1988 Act covers all aspects of
income tax and ensures common tax
provisions for British Service personnel

pay

worldwide. In this respect it protects
personnel from local taxation laws when
serving outside the UK.

The Act also applies to a whole range
of remunerations (allowances, charges
and so on) and not just to basic pay.
ICTA 88 covers all Crown servants, not
just Service personnel, so to waive pay-
ment of income tax during operational
deployments would require a change to
primary legislation, either as an amend-
ment or in the form of new legislation.

Because this would require Parlia-
mentary time and backing from the Sec-
retary of State for Defence and the
Treasury, it could be a lengthy process.

Adoption of such a policy could also
have an effect on the AFPRB’s recom-
mendations for the Army’s annual pay
award. The Review Body, which recom-
mends daily rates of pay, bases its assess-
ments on comparisons with civilians,
who, of course, pay UK income tax. So
to give Service personnel an-advantage
by exempting them from paying tax
could have a knock-on effect in terms of
daily pay . . . and subsequently pensions.

Non-payment of income tax while on
operations may sound attractive, but
when the big picture emerges real disad-
vantages begin to reveal themselves.

This explains why British Servicemen
and women will continue to pay income
tax while on operations abroad. Believe
it or not, says DPS(A), you are still
better off.

N
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Save up to £25 on RAC membership

e Cover as a driver or passenger in any vehicle
» 4 out of 5 breakdowns repaired on the spot
+ Roadside repairs completed in an average of just 22"/ minutes

Soldier readers can save up to £25

0800 581 077

Please quote reference GEO0O08
Offer also available to existing
RAC Members - call 0980 722

leisurewear

HEAVYWEIGHT KHAKI
T-SHIRT
EMBROIDERED FROM £4.70
NO SET-UP
OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE

111 HUBERT ROAD
SELLY OAK
BIRMINGHAM

B29 6ET

TEL: +44 (0) 121 472 5300
FAX: +44 (0) 121 472 8017

E-MAIL:peter@rsfarmah.freeserve.co.uk

urance Premium Tax at the standard rate on VAT exempt insurance and joining fee if applicable.

Suppliers and
manufacturers of
specialist
SPORTS STRIPS.

® RUGBY @ HOCKEY
® SOCCER ® NETBALL
® CRICKET
® TUG-OF-WAR

@ SWEATERS @ SWEATSHIRTS
@ T-SHIRTS @ POLO SHIRTS
@ SKI HATS @ BASEBALL CAPS
@ TIES ® BLAZER BADGES
® SPORTS BAGS @ POLAR FLEECE
@ TRAINING TOPS/TROUSERS
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Superbike road test

Stinned
shalsen

SOME bikes lead to a soggy mind and
mental impoverishment, but the Suzuki
GSX 1300R Hayabusa provides a single
ticket to Gomorrah - it’s that wicked,
writes Syd Taylor.

Raising the stakes in the hyperbike
arena, Suzuki has picked its shot and pro-
duced the most horsepower-intensive
bike yet. This behemoth bristles with 173
bhp and tractor-like torque to make it the
fastest production street-bike ever built,
with performance to leave seasoned
testers slack-jawed in amazement.

How, you ask, does a motor cycle so
unashamedly fast fit into this pseudo-life
of disinfected cling-film-covered apples,
where whining blockheads worry them-
selves sick at every turn?

Well, the sad fact is that it doesn’t.
We've seen things happen in other coun-
tries where paranoia over BHP has result-
ed in powerful bikes being muzzled — but
the most ironic thing of all is that the
Hayabusa is one of the safest bikes I’ve
ever ridden. Sure, it’s fast, but you haven’t
got to go 100 per cent all the time.

HARD-WEARING

Over the years Suzukis in general have
never been the very best when it comes to
quality of fit and finish, but the Hayabusa
sets new standards for the marque. It
is downright excellent, exuding deep
hard-wearing quality in the
same way that Hondas and
BMWs -do. This is a bike
that looks and feels worth
every penny of the £7,699
price-tag.

The styling and seating
position tilt this motor cycle
to a clientele that wants
zippy looks and a riding
cant that goes with them, so
this exacts a small toll in
city riding functionality.
The comfort of the riding
position, though, depends
on rider height and build. Being about
6ft, I loved the Hayabusa just the way it is.

Switching on the ignition, you're faced
- with a battery of lights on the instrument
- cluster as the rev-counter and speedo
- needles come to life and spin round their

e

dials as if in anticipation of what’s to come

nosecone.

The style of the Hayabusa
has obviously been
determined by the need for
aerodynamic efficiency
with the result that,
although distinctive, it is
by no means universally
regarded as beautiful.
Seen, as it will surely be,
as a rapidly-growing image
in most rear-view mirrors,
there’s a hint of Darth
Vader in the mean and
menacing-looking

Suzuki GSX 1300R Hayabusa

before settling back to zero. An on-board
computer with two trip-meters and a
clock and fuel gauge enable you to keep a
wary eye on consumption, which averages
about 37 mpg.

The engine is a product of evolution
and refinement and the 1298cc DOHC
16-valve “four” makes awesome power
and torque. It’s difficult ever to be caught
in the wrong gear — such is the flexibility —
but if you do enjoy using the gears, the
ratios follow one another with typical
Suzuki slickness. If you
open the throttle wide,
though, you appreciate be-
ing wedged in by the tail
hump, since otherwise you
would simply be dangling
from the bars as the speed
rapidly builds up.

Without ceremony this
rolling reservoir of power
is inscrutably forceful and
capable of taking the aver-
age rider to a top speed of
185-190 mph. One tester
wearing racing leathers and
small enough to get right down behind
the low fairing has managed a timed run
of just over 200 mph at Bruntingthorpe
test track.

It is, however, the sheer obedience and
courtly manners that impress as much
as the electrifying performance. Going

through its paces with such magnificent
ease you are taken to a kind of Nirvana of
all the thrills and sensations that make
riding powerful bikes so worthwhile.

A Hayabusa is as calm and assured on
the road as most other bikes would be at
half the speed. It’s certainly not to be
ridden at full bore and nothing less: it’s
equally at home chugging around town.

WRIGGLE-FREE

With a massive twin-spar aluminium
frame and box section swinging arm,
strong inverted front forks, hollow-cast
aluminium alloy wheels carrying huge
Bridgestone Battlax tyres made specially
for the Hayabusa and twin discs with six-
piston callipers at the front, the whole
predictable platform inspires great riding
confidence. You can run the big Suzuki
deep into tight bumpy corners and the
bike always retains its composure and
through fast sweepers — whether bumpy
or smooth — it is wriggle-free.

The Hayabusa (Japanese for peregrine
falcon) is a bike to soar high in the firma-
ment of all-time greats, giving you a
riding experience that leaves you thor-
oughly stirred, but supremely unshaken.




PROFILE: LCpl Ricky Nicholson

Interview: Anthony Stone
Picture: Mike Weston

KICKBOXING has a bit of an image
problem in this country, admits LCpl
Ricky Nicholson of the Ballykelly-based
1st Battalion, The Royal Welch Fusiliers.
And that is something he is trying to
change.

“It is no more violent or aggressive than
normal boxing but people don’t usually
see men kicking one another unless it is in
a street fight,” he said. “They have this
idea that it is horrendously vicious, but
there are actually fewer injuries in kick-
boxing than in normal boxing.”

The sport is one of the world’s fastest-
growing martial arts and can be taken up
by women and men, not only for self-
defence but as a way to keep fit.

He hopes his success will spur on others
to take up the sport. He won the super-
heavyweight crown — that’s anyone over
15 stone — by knocking out his Lithuanian
opponent in the fifth round of their con-
test at Worcester. At 6ft 5in Rolandus
Digrys weighed in at 17st 21b, somewhat
dwarfing the 6ft Nicholson who tipped
the scales at a mere 15st 7lb.

FULL-CONTACT

Nicholson, nicknamed “The Tank”,
can now add the crown to a fistful of other
titles including that of European super-
cruiserweight champion.

It is easy to be cynical about claims that
this sport is not only for hard-as-nails
headbangers. The world title contest was
a full-contact bout with the fighters wear-
ing ten-ounce gloves and groin protec-
tors, but nothing to cushion blows to the
head.

That makes good sense as far as The
Tank is concerned. “I honestly think a
head guard gives a false sense of security
once you are in the ring because you don’t
rely on your defences as much as you
should,” he said.

“You think because you have padding
on you can take twice as many blows. It
clouds your judgement.”

Nicholson’s long road to the title began
when he was six years old and being
picked on by older boys.

“My mother was keen that I learned
how to defend myself because when I was
young I was bullied quite a bit,” he said.
“I have been involved in martial arts all
my life, starting with tae kwon do.”

Self-discipline is the key to understand-
ing the sport. People who
know nothing about kick-
boxing think it is a free-
for-all. But it is
actually skilful and
technical. That goes
some way to explaining
why Nicholson is treated
with something approaching
awe in Japan, where people appreciate the
iron will required to rise to the top of any
martial art, This is a country where
children train for martial arts before
they go to school.

Earlier this year the Army lance
corporal fought in front of a crowd
of 40,000 in Japan. The sport is also
very popular in Thailand and the
United States.

Nicholson has tried his hands and
feet at most martial arts but as far as he
is concerned kickboxing beats the others
by a TKO.

“It 1s a technical sport,” he said. “A lot
of the moves are very complicated com-
pared to most other martial arts.

“Kickboxing is a combination of kicks
and punches and the aim is to knock your
opponent out or to win by points. It is the
same point-scoring system used as
boxing.”

Nicholson has sparred many rounds
with professional boxers and is apprecia-
tive of their skill. His knowledge of both
sports allows him to make this compari-
son.

“The techniques we use, if executed
correctly, can be far more devastating
than a professional boxer’s. The arsenal is
far superior because we use our feet as
well. A kick to the head can produce a
quick knockout.

“But in kickboxing most stoppages are
done with kicks to the legs. A kick to the
top of the thigh deadens the leg. Once
your opponent’s legs are getting tired and

Hard act to fo

LCpl Ricky ‘The Tank" Nicholson has been crowned
kickboxing super-heavyweight world champion

sore,
A /4 thatts
when you
start
M using
t h. e
boxing.
“In boxing,
fighters get
conditioned
to the head
and body
shots and it
takes a while
to wear oppo-
nents down.

“In  kick-
boxing there is
a lot more to
consider, with
kicks coming at
your legs, body and head as well as the
punches.

“The idea is not to hurt people.
Because I am fighting someone of a pro-
fessional standard I have as much respect
for him as hopefully he has for me. My
main aim is to win and get out of there
without too many injuries.”

Despite being incredibly conditioned,
win or lose, The Tank always goes away
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from a contest with some damage, mostly

bruising, which usually means he has to

take a week off after a bout.

“Most of the punishment is done with
kicking to the shins and whether I con-
nect with a good or a bad kick it takes its
toll. I have not broken any limbs yet, apart
from my nose.”

Bouts are fought over 12 rounds. If you
have two good tacticians in the ring it is
rare to get a knockout — unless someone
gets lucky.

Nicholson hopes to persuade the Army
Martial Arts Associa-
tion to endorse kick-
boxing by raising the
ancient art’s profile

and explaining its rules.

His favourite kickbox-

ing style is Thai, which

allows the use of knees, elbows
and bare feet. Believe it or not,

there is a shortage of opponents. “I

went through a stage for two years with-

out finding an opponent to fight me
under kickboxing rules,” he said.

Bouts are regulated, there is medical
supervision and refereeing standards are
high. “As soon as you get caught with a
shot the ref will step in and give you an
eight. In the past 25 years there has been
one death from kickboxing.”

SELF-DISCIPLINE

When he is not soldiering, Nicholson
instructs children and adults in the art of
self-defence and fitness. “I have women,
kids and grown men who come to my gym
purely to keep fit. Training consists of
aerobics, circuits and self-defence. If they
ask me how to beat people up I show them
the door.”

The Army’s lifestyle and that of a mar-
tal artist are well-suited. Both revolve
around large doses of self-discipline and
self-control. “At the end of the day we are
trained to kill in a war situation, not on
the streets. My life revolves around self-
discipline.”

Ricky Nicholson attributes his success
to the support he has received from his
regiment and he believes, with their back-
ing, he can go even further.

“It was hard enough winning the world
championship, but now it is even harder
to keep it within my grasp.”

But rest assured, The Tank won’t relin-
quish it without a fight . . .
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BOXING

Promising start

HOPES for success are high for the Army
boxing team on the eve of a new season
after a month of intensive training, writes
Ray Routledge.

The 26-man squad under coach Sgt
Neil McCallum includes 12 new fighters.
They got off to a winning start by beating
London District 4-2 at the Royal Lan-
caster Hotel.

Sgt McCallum, who has his sights
firmly set on the Combined Service
Championships at HMS Nelson in
Portsmouth next February, is grateful
once again to the commanding officers
for releasing the soldiers to the squad.

High on the agenda this year are the
ABA Novice Championships and the
ABA main tournament.

“Last year the novices lifted six titles
and we hope to continue that success this
time,” he said.

It has been a busy time outside the ring
too as the team has signed a sponsorship
deal with equipment supplier BBE and is
arranging some international trips, to
Cyprus, Jersey and, subject to negotia-
tion, South Africa. This will follow their
busy domestic season.

“But there is a lot of work to get
through first,” said McCallum.

In training: SSgt Neil McCallum, centre, leads out members of the new Army boxing team

Bessey moves up rankings

ARMY light-middleweight boxing champion Cpl
Chris Bessey, 27 Transport Regiment RLC, failed
to lift the title at the World Amateur Boxing Cham-
pionships in Houston, but improved his ranking to

number five in the world.

The five-times ABA champion and Common-
wealth gold medallist from Portsmouth, lost in the
quarter—finals of the competition to the eventual

winner from Romania.

Although he still has to qualify, Bessey is now in
undergoing acclimatisation training
ahead of next year’s Sydney Olympic Games.
Qualification starts with a tournament in Finland
in November. With only eight boxers at his weight
qualifying from the whole of Europe, it is a tall
order, but coach SSgt Neil McCallum is confident

Australia

his star fighter will pull through.

Climate training: Cpl Chris Bessey




No one makes buying leisurewear simpler

CHARITY

Embroidery
& Screen
Printing
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Sweatshirts
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HARGREAVES
PROMOTIONS

Rodney Rd, Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants PO4 85Y

« On orders over £500 (Including BFPO)
Phone NOW for our latest catalogue, price list and Armed Forces flyer.

Tel: 023 92 822436 Fax: 023 92 822177

email sales@hargreaves-promotions.co.uk
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Military Livery and Civilian Tailors

Whatever you do
for good causes,
don’t forget to
support the one

close to home
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Our Representative will call at your

request. Ring (01727) 841321 - The Army Benevolent Fund
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................. ‘ remember those closest to you.
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Please state your p.o'hculor requirements below The Army Benevolent Fund
l_ B R Dept SOL, 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR
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Warrior
Cup up
for grabs

Army hockey has
greeted with
delight a £4,000
sponsorship deal
with Warrior, spe-
cialists in providing
financial services
to the military. The
money will boost
the Hockey Cup,
the Army’s premier
domestic knockout
competition, which
will bare the name
of the new benefac-
tors. Col Peter
Cook of the AHA
described it as
“great news”.

e

Action highlights: The Army retained the
Inter-Services hockey title in Aldershot
earlier this year by beating the Royal Navy
4-0 and the Royal Air Force 5-4, and also

took the honours in the Under-23 and vet- |

eran’s tournaments. Army hockey is in a

robust state going into the new millennium |

=

]

Players keep eyes

on th

ball for new millennium

ARMY hockey is in great shape going into
the next century. Plans for seven more
Astroturf pitches in the United Kingdom
and a new pavilion at Aldershot have been
matched by success on the field.

‘The Army will go into 2000 as the
reigning Inter-Services outdoor champi-
ons and with three players involved on the
international scene. They will also be
defending their Services’ indoor title at
Larkhill this month.

Key players have made their mark for
club and country. Lt John Evernett, LI,
played for Canterbury and England while
Lt Richard Forsyth, KOSB, was selected
for Scotland. Lt Guy Fordham, RAMC,
appeared in both the England and the
Great Britain squads and looks a good
bet to win a place in the 2000 Olympics
team, If he makes it to Sydney he will be
following in the Olympic footsteps of
Capt Simon Hazlitt, LI, a member of
Britain’s successful Atlanta squad.

WO2 Ian Jennings, APTC, continues
to inspire National League side Guildford
as player and coach. Even officials are
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making an impact at the highest level,
with Bdr Martin Hunt, RA, close to selec-

tion as a Narional League
umpire.

But perhaps the most sig-
nificant progress is being
made in the infrastructure of
Army hockey. More than 12
Astroturf pitches have been
laid in the UK, three in
Cyprus and one in each
major garrison in Germany.
Seven more are planned
throughout the UK and the
Army’s hockey centre of
excellence at Aldershot is to
get a £700,000 pavilion.

The major Aldershot
facelift includes a water-base
surface to replace the sand-
base number one pitch. It should be ready
for the Army to host the Inter-Services
tournament in two year’s time,

Despite the upbeat prognosis there is
no reason for complacency, warns Army
Hockey Association chairman Lt Col

Sydney bet: Lt Guy Fordham

David Proctor. “The aim of the Army
Sport Control Board and the Army
Hockey Association exec-
utive committee is to con-
tinue to develop hockey
from grass roots, provide
the facilities and structure
through divisions and
corps to play regularly
and, importantly, qualify
coaches and umpires.”

In the 1998-99 domes-
tic season, the Royal
Artillery won the indoor
competition for the fourth
successive  year while
REME triumphed out-
doors for the seventh time
in eight years (their only
blemish in that time was in
1997 when they lost to the gunners).

The Army major and minor units and
women’s cup finals are pencilled in for
Aldershot on March 29 and 30, and the
inter-corps tournament takes place at the
same venue on May 3-5.




Spor't

Sonia’s personal best

FRESH from achieving a personal best
and third place in her age group at the
world triathlon championship in Mon-
treal, Canada, Army champion Sgt Sonia
Hurst is now starting a training pro-
gramme which she hopes will take her to
success at the 2000 competition in Aus-
tralia.

Hurst, who competed in her first
triathlon nine years ago, has been Army
women’s champion for the last six years,
and recently achieved second place in the
Inter-Services championships.

The Montreal event was, she says,
thrilling, if rather crowded. The 1,500m
swim involved being “kicked, thumped
or swum over — a real fight for water”. By
comparison, the cycling was peaceful:
“flat and fast but demanding special bike
skills”. The triathlon ended with a 10km
run.

Whistle for referees

THE Army Basketball Association is
compiling and updating a database of
referees and coaches. Capt (Retd) Dave
Maw would like to hear from grade one,
two and three referees and national assis-
tant table officials, grades one, two and
three. He would also like to hear from all
grades of basketball coaches. Capt Maw
can be contacted at the Training Stan-
dards Branch, HQ Combat Engineer
School, Gibraltar Barracks, Blackwater,
Camberley, Surrey GU17 9LP.

Snow shortage on slope

A DISTINCT lack of snow at Monetier
in France meant the Exercise Spartan
Hike race programme had to be impro-
vised. Despite the difficulties, a full
schedule of races was completed in
alpine and Nordic disciplines. A down-
hill race was out of the question so an
extra Super G was skied instead.

The meeting started with 124 racers
comprising 21 unit teams, which includ-
ed nine members of the Army women’s
team.

Events were dominated by 4 AAC,
who won all four team races and went on
to win the Army championships. Second
place in all four races went4o 19 Regt
RA, with 3 AAC finishing third in all but
the slalom, where 1 BW took third place.

The 4 Division prize went to 4 AAC,
with 19 Regt RA runners-up. Winners of
the London District prize were 1 Coldm
Gds and Scotland District winners were
1 BW.

Fortunes varied in the Ville Neuve
competition, but the overall winners
were HCR with 9/12 L runners-up and 1
SG third.

FOOTBALL

From killing fields
to playing fields

Thumbs up for new strips: Capt Rick
Kalewski (right) and Sgt Farrell, of the
Kings Royal Hussars, with new supporters

SOLDIERS of The King’s Royal Hussars
used their Challenger tanks to bring
peace to the town of Podujevo and its sur-
rounding villages in the northern region
of Kosovo. Now they are using football to
bring the town’s youngsters some fun.

It was clear the local children needed
something to help them recover from the
trauma of refugee life and persecution by
the Serb army and police, so the soldiers
laid out a pitch, put up goalposts and
used the sympathetic British press and
local radio to appeal for kit.

Team strips, boots, balls and other
equipment poured in, including, rather
incongruously, a shipment of skipping
ropes, which were eagerly grabbed by the
girls.

“The kids had lost everything,” said
KRH Quartermaster Capt Rick Kalews-
ki, who has organised similar “football
therapy” for children in Bosnia. “All their
kit had been burned or looted. We're
trying to make life as normal as possible
for the children and football is something
they are all interested in.”

Now the youngsters are wearing the
football strips of such famous teams as
Arsenal and Liverpool and playing regu-
larly on a pitch next door to the KRH
base. There is a steady stream of lads
knocking on the gate of the ammunition
depot asking for their ball back.

Football is a national obsession in
Kosovo, and the soldiers regularly play
the semi-professional Podujevo teams . . .
with, to put it politely, limited success.

Late goals see off Middlesex

Army 3, Middlesex 1
MIDDILESEX met the Army in a tough
game of football at the Military Stadium
in Aldershot, writes Derrick Bly.

The Army won 3 — 1, but it was well
into the second half before they managed
to pull ahead.

Spectators enjoyed a fast and entertain-
ing game, with the first goal being scored
in the sixth minute by Cpl Craig Wall. But
Middlesex equalised in the 24th minute.

By half-time there had been a number of
anxious moment in the Army defence

It was not until ten minutes before the
final whistle that Cfn Chris Ashurst took
the Army into the lead again. A few min-
utes later Sgt Lee Dyson scored the final
goal of the match.

It was a good-humoured and clean con-
test, and referee Maj Tony Rock enjoyed
one of his least stressful games of the
season.

Would contributors please remember to write the full first
name, surname, rank and unit of anyone mentioned in reports.
It would also be useful to include a contact telephone number.
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Riders get the j ® jump on pposmon

TOP military riders from five countries
competed at the equestrian International
Military Event at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst, with the British
team winning two gold medals.

None of the riders had seen their
mounts before, let alone ridden them.
But the horses from the Household Cav-
alry and The King’s Troop proved their
versatility, taking a break from ceremoni-
al duties for a day out at Sandhurst.

For the first time since the competition
was introduced in 1976, the British team
included a rider from the Royal Navy.
The other members were WO2 Richard
Waygood, Life Guards, LCpl Sue
Roberts, RAVC, and Capt Chris Hay-
wood, Blues and Royals., who won the
individual gold.

Waygood was presented with a pair of
spurs for the best dressage score.

Sultans of swing
raise their game

Four out of four: SSgt Dave Sanby, AGC(SPS)
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ARMY golfers kept their nerve to see offa
strong challenge from the RAF to become
Inter-Services champions at Little Aston
Golf Club near Sutton Coldfield.

The tournament produced some out-
standing play, with Maj Steve Kaye, AGC
(SPS), steering his team to victory

Format of the event is similar to the
Ryder Cup. Each team can select from a
squad of ten nominated players; four pairs
play foursomes in the morning and eight
singles matches follow in the afternoon.

On the first day the RAF beat the Royal
Navy 7'/2 points to 4'/2. The Army played
the Royal Navy the next day and were well
placed at 2'/z to 1'% after the morning
foursomes. In the afternoon singles, the
Navy played well, winning by five points
to three, which gave the Navy victory by a
single point.

To win the event overall, the Army had
to beat a strong RAF side, Inter-Services
champions for the past two years, and win
with at least 7'/2 points from the 12 avail-
able. The final scores were Army 13, RAF
12 and Royal Navy 11.

SSgt Dave Sanby, AGC (SPS), was one
of only two players from the three teams
to win all four of his matches.

Racers end
season with
great splash

ARMY canoeists have retained the Inter-
Services marathon championships at
Nottingham to cap a triumphant national
and international season. They also suc-
cessfully defended the sprint champi-
onships trophy.

The men’s 12-mile K2 marathon event,
held at the National Water Sports Centre,
was dominated by Army paddlers, who
took the first two places and six of the first
eight spots. Overall they beat a strong
RAF team into second place.

Leading the way were Maj Duncan
Capps, RLC, and LCpl Richard Astridge,
30 Signal Regt.

In the women’s KI - competition,
former junior international Capt Sue
Fowler (TPMH Akrotiri) took top spot
while Capt Clare Hanlin and OCdt Sarah
Clifford (32 Engr Regt/RMCS) were first
home in the women’s K2 event.

In the sprint events Army canoeists
took first place in nine of the 11 races to
win the championships, again beating the
RAF into second place. Fowler complet-
ed a clean sweep in the women’s events
with victories in K1 and K2 together with
Hanlin in the 200m and Webster in the
500m.
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First correct entry drawn
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! Do not include anything announced in the January
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September issue result (No 694): First correct entry drawn was
from Mrs J McEvoy, of Runcorn, Cheshire, who wins £100.

Runners-up Mr K | Brumpton, of Eastleigh, Hants, and Mr D
Cornick, of Alton, Hants, each receive a £10 gift voucher. The

ten differences were: Lines around sun; funnels of motor craft;
nght-hand boat sail; headwear of man on pier (left); adult run-
ning on pier; diving board; left-hand figure on beach; basket
handle; inflatable toy; sea around steps.
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C Appraisals
Writing
V Updates

plus much more from the leading

HM Forces oriented CV specialist
For a FREE Info Pack — Write or Call
SFRVICF CvV
Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS
PL \\'I(ll TH, PLT 2HZ.
Tel/Fax: 01752 344842 (24 hrs)

C.Y. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master
Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, over
2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different Mediz
Presentation types available. Complete package
providing Unbeat: Quality

For an Information Pack

please Phone or e

\lr MacDonald
101 Market Place, South Cave,
Brough, East Yorkshire HU15 2AS8
Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week)

OIL RIGS

- The E: Guide
FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND
DOESN'T KNOW WHERE TO START.

PACKED FULL OF ALL THE INFORMATION
YOU WILL EVER NEED ABOUT OIL RIGS.
@® BOOKS TODAY @

= 01 253 869808

Avenue, Thornton-Cleveleys
Lancs FYS 1BJ. UK.

MILITARY CV
SFR\ ICES

The original CV service for
HM Forces; established in 1984
A world-wide C \ firm run by a former

Army officer and current full-time
career consultant. Past clients include
men and women of all ranks from every
part of the Army.
Also
* Applications
* Job Search skills
* Self Marketing
* Interview Coaching
Full derails from
66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RI
Tel: 01483 823766
Fax: 01483 534518
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Groups, singles still available by normal meth
ods contact:
Rick Coleman
M,mu 1s Hall, Warrengate Lane, South
Mimms, Potters Bar, Herlfordshire, EN6 3NW

01707 658 853
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Woven up to 30 letters/spaces - Choice of BLACK
RED or NAVY lettering on White 100% Polyester

Able-LABELS™

1000 self-stick labels | Black on White
Name, Address, & or £4 75

any words up to 6 lines |Black on Yelow

. Orange, Red
Gold or Silver | Black on Clear Blue, Green

£5.25 £6.45 £6.30

PERSONALISED PRODUCTS SINCE 1954
Luggage Strap £6-95 (2 or more £6 each)
100 Correspondence Cards £10:95
240 Piece Stationery Set £14-95
Self-Inking Printer only £7-95
100 Personalised Golf Tees £8-75

UK prices include Post/VAT.
Payment with order please.

Delivery
14 days
Able-Direct Centre Ltd - Dept SO
Earls Barton - Northampton NN6 OLS
@ 01604 810781 - Fax 01604 811251
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EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments - Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25
ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
/]| GOLF UMBRELLAS - min 25 o f
WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure Z38

l‘/a; Em%gn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN / \ \ \
~ TEL: 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854
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You've planned your new business.
Now write your business plan.

Page 18 shows you how.

NatWest's comprehensive Business Start-Up Guide covers many of
the things you should consider before going it alone.

Everything from writing a business plan to legal considerations.

Call 0800 777 888

MONDAY to FRIDAY 8.00am to 8.00pm
SATURDAY 9.00am to 6.00pm

For your free copy, fill in the
coupon or call us on 0800 777 888.

Better still, why not contact your local Small Business
Adviser? With at least one in every High Street branch, you've over

3,000 to choose from.

—

Fill in this coupon and return to: NatWest Small Business Services,
FREEPOST (SCE6319), PO Box 104, Aldershot GU12 4ZQ.

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Initials

|
|
|
|
|
|

|
|
|
|
|
|

Ref. No. 96963

|_llll L}
«» NatWest

More than just a bank
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PEGASUS SHOULDER FLASHES

The exclusive Pegasus insignia of 5 Airborne Brigade is available from
7 Para RHA's PRI shop - but only while stocks last.
Blue on maroon, the cloth badge measures 212" X 212",

Write to: Bdr Paul Boyd, PRI, 7 Para RHA,
Lille Barracks, Aldershot GU|1 2ZNQ with your payment.
The cost is £2 each plus 25p p&p per order, cheques payable to 'Central
Bank 7 Para RHA'. Maximum of five badges per order.

VISTA TIES

are Tie Manufacturers and can supply
your existing tie or design you a new one.

Please send us a picture of your badge

or cy pher and we will post a free coloured
visual with a quotation.......OVER 300
DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN STOCK

X
*

*'l: VISTA TIES

# 28 HIGH STREET
* MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

| 4\ 'LET'S

occasion in style.
Book now for the millennium
balloon sculpting specialist.
For all your party require-
the party people.
Tel/fax: 0181 655 3616

“'We are the UK’s
‘\\
ments call g, :_;
MBL: 07932 640077

lebrate that special
premier theme event &
‘Let’s Party’ {
Email: party @ chadl.netlineuk.net j

NO WIN - NO FEE

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

SERVICE PERSONNEL HAVE EXACTLY
THE SAME RIGHTS AS
CIVILIANS WHEN IT
COMESTO
COMPENSATION

@ All Personal Injuries

® RTA Driver/Passenger

@ Criminal Injuries

@ Industrial Injuries/Diseases/Deafness/RS.|

® Includes all Service personnel and their
families, at home or abroad.

J.Arnold & Company

Tyson House, 29 High Street,
Heckmondwicke,
West Yorkshire WF16 0JA
Tel/Fax: 00 44 1924 411121

0800 214086

LOST OR NEW
MEDALS

Full size & miniature supplied
Profesaionalty mounted

Hand-s

M .. MOT glued

K & D Medals

53 The Crescent,
Wickham, Rent BE4 OHB
Tel: 0181 777 2428 or

0411 435 913

West

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,
T/Shirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many
other items. All can be printed or
embroidered. Send for a free colour
catalogue and price list.

VIST
28
M
SUR

SPORTS LTD
IGH STREET
RSTHAM

EY RH1 3EA
Tel: 01737 645113
Fax: 01737 645892

s L ?:r(egrw'('t'

Why not surprise her
¥ with a subscription to
Isis Lingerie?

Each month we send your loved one a
matching set - hand gift-werapped with |
a personal message.

Phone or fax for further details
and a free colour brochure.

Isis Lingerie
PO Box 10595, London SWI1V 4ZH
[ Tel: 0171-834 8899 Fax: 0171-834 8833

“The Monthly Gifi Lingerie People®

QOutdoor

>~ Emporium

Authentic Outdoor Goods

Original Sleeka in black or olive

"W POLARTEC
I8 POLARTEC

Phone orders on 0171 428 9533
or alternativley fax us on
0171 428 9534
P&P £5.00

Karrimor Rona in black

GTX 300 black/black

I sofiie 9 Hawk

£10.99

Lita botom™ -

Weighs 1400g. Packs to 42 x 22cm
(uncompressed). Comfort at-5°C

N WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE LTD

56 Broad Street, Sidemoor
Bromsgrove B61 BLL
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals and
Medal Mounting either for wear or display.

Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of  ——

B Full Size & Miniature Medals. yisa

Credit card orders accepted by phone or fax

HELLY HANSEN

UK customers please add 17.5% VAT -

FOR THE VERY LATEST STOCK UPDATE
AUDI.VW JUST CALL US - NOW!
CHRYSLER 01367 241 225

JEEP. MG. MAZDA

ROVER.VAUXHALL

To get the very best
all-round package, you need |
all the latest facts and ,
figures - now they're here “w,
in the brand new, 1999 Tax Free
Buyer’s Guide- and it's yours

ABSOLUTELY FREE! For your copy
just call the SCE Information line
on(UK) 01367 -241225 now!

OR WRITE TO US AT DEPT 5119, PO BOX 177,
FARINGDON, OXON, UK, SN7 7EW

auto international
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MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive H‘\'\J[)(L]

g
TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS

offer
INCLUDES "

‘”duy Hake or |
M 18 hr EXPRESS [
B Lowest prices |
B Rest fit

Highest quality

B Best payment terms

Local agent to measure in most areos

Tel 01370 783 736 Fax01379 783 898 |

SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY
AND PRINTING

n. . Tee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos
4 Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets
Base Bal Hats

Notlln ham Streeu Pmlts 10, Park Road.
“uaﬁlharpe Nottingham, NG5 4HR
Tek: ONS 9676262 Fax: 0115 9263599

do cost iess from

Advanced Car
Exporits
Established in 1979,

and renowned for supplying

For details of
and publishin.
Soldier Magazin

WANTED

96 men and women looking to

LOSE WEIGHT!

With naturally derived products
Call: +44 (0)1543 432474

30 day money back guarantee
Herbal Life Distributor

both new and used cars
at the lowest prices,
with low-cost finance and

As our customers say

The service is simply inbeatable
% TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK X

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return-of-post Service

excellent part-exchange
allowances.

Advanced Car Exports|

Tel: 0181-444-55 55
Fax: 0181-444 5 444
FREEPOST LON 11498,
London N2 9BR

Examples of prices.
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £12,
OBE/MBE/BEM:; £10; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £7;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £9; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Nato (Ifor) medal with clasp.
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM:
£7, S/Atlantic + rosette: £7.50; GSM G.VI.AR

Miniature Mounting Bars for D.LY. mounting:
1 space - £1.10; 2 - £1.20; 3 - £1.30; 4 - £1.40;
5-£1.50,6 - £1.60, 7 - £1.70; 8 - £1,90; 9 - £2.30;
10 - £2.50 plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage
@ 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style

MADE TO MEASURI
OR's and Officers Mess Dress
Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
Officers British Warm Overcoats
S B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
@ Display Cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars, etc.

FULL SIZE MEDALS SUPPLIED
Please write for quotation

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS
P.O. BOX 4, HINCKLEY
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 32T
Telephone: (01455) 239262 ‘ ELD

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

'\Iu hael J: 1y l |||u| ing

with clasp: £10; CSM with clasp: £7.50: Gulf e ¥y -
Medal with clasp: £7.50; Second War Stars: ’ ITRl 4
£2.50 each; Defence/War Medals: £5 each. I\'ll(AHAEL JA‘

~ UNIFORMS

TAX FREE CARS

MOST MAKES SUPPLIED

BEST PART EXCHANGES
LOW RATE FINANCE
FREE INSURANCE™
USED CAR SALES

* Subject to makes and models.

FREEPHONE GERMANY
0130-8544-96

Telephone U.K.: 01980 600 400

UNBEATABL
DEALS for

For either UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot’s No. 1 supplier to HM Forces.

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call
Colin Clubley on UJ .

Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST, Bulford Rd, Durﬂngmn SP4 8BR

h{r\l\'l.lq-l{)

MILITARY SALES

SOLDIER November 1999

maZba
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low,/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery
* Demio from £7,600 * MX5 from £11,099
* 626 from £10,199 * Premacy from £10,949
= 323 from £8,549 * 4 Action (4x4) from £15,099

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:

323 [ 6261 MX5[] Xedos[] Demio [
Premacy (| 4 Action [_] Other makes [ | LHD/RHD
Naitia ..k Rank ........coovvvennn.
AdAress ..o s s s adusnsiahn i R
............................... Tal NG s S




LOST
° MEDALS

Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H 7THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979 Fax: 0171-930 1152
E-mail: Rdhmedals@aol.com

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER
Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock
Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERB DIAMOND SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

J M.BICKERTON
23 Vyse Streel, ;iirn}i;{_ﬂ](iuu BI8 6LE

or List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366
Callers at our

h from £140 f

9ct brooc

it welcone
HIGH QUALITY ASSUREI

E.mail jmb@ regimentalbrooches.co.uk

visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

TIES, BADGES & PLAQUES

The Eastern Service Medal|

This superb die-struck commemorative medal
is available in full size and miniature
to all who served in Near, Middle and Far East.

Send s.a.e. for your application form today.

DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961,

Bromsgrove B61 S8LA

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISURE WEAR

TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS SWEATERS TIES
RUGBY JERSEYS CAPS & MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE

FOR QUALITY WEAR - SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place, Northan Court, Basford
Nottingham NG6 ODE Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469
E-mail: sales @ jenkins-wear.co.uk
www.jenkins-wear.co.uk

by mail order

REGIMENTS,
SHIPS,
SQUADRONS
Clubs & reunion associations.
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc
SAE appreciated

The Heraldic Co (GB), Dept S
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End
Coleford, Glos GL16 7HA
Tel/fax: 01594 832200 (Bam/10pm)

LOST YOUR MEDALS?
WE CAN REPLACE THEM

FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN
IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

TOAD HALL MEDALS
NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH
DEVON PL8 1DH

EMBROIDERED
LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments.
Low minimum order.
Full colour brochure,
Caps & Printed garments also

available,
Banana Moon Workshop

48 Old Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford,
BD11 24X
Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524
www.bananamoon.co.uk

e-mail: banana@Ilegend.co.uk

Tel: 01752 872672
Fax: 01752 872723
e-mail: th.medals @virgin.net

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY
GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6™x 6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £20.00
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £25
BRASS INSERTS £16,

GREEN BERET - PARA REGT RED
BERET. PEGASUS 1942-99 £2.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 BTJ.
Telephone/Fax: 01706 846648
E-Mail: robroy@lineone.net

‘Regal Tailors Ltd

/ Service, Price and Quality | f\T
-1 Officers & Senior NCOs Eﬁ\ l\.
A Male and Female Ev

For all uniforms, Mess Dress, Suit and blazer
requirements are made to measure
We also offer a self measure service.
For more information‘please contact our Leeds Office.
Discount is given on bulk orders.
Interest Free Credit
3c Westfield House,
Broad Lane,

Bramley,
Leeds LS13 3HA

R

Tel/Fax: (0113) 2361091

“Cold cast bronze’
MR115
(25cm)
£55.93

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and
“cold cast bronze” figurines to
COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
437 Valley Drive, Gravesend,

Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.

suit your needs.

S.A.E. for Brochure.

Kent DA12 5UE.

Fax: (01474) 537166.

COSTELLO

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 0181 478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631

UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Ilford Essex 1G1 4BS
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1l offer to HM Fx«

Leatherman Original Worktool ..
Gerber Multi Plier Worktool .....
Buck Standard Worktool .
Buck Workman Worktool ...
Snugpak Softie 3 S/Bag .....
Snugpak Softie 6 S/Bag .....
Snugpak Softie 9 S/Bag ...

Snugpak Sleeka JAcket ...oeiiissriicsnsenss
Snugpak Airpak Rev Jacket .......coeee..... £76.00

Forces and
x-Service Personnel

3 Do you suffer from:
Wounds, diseases, injuries or any other
‘conditions as a result of your service?
You may be entitled to

COMPENSATION

7‘ stance already given in the recovery of over
£50 million
freephone- 0500 22 20 22 NOw!!!

- For a free no obligation initial interview
in the comfort of your own home.

= Thorn Compensation Services Ltd
Marsh House, 92a Marshland Road, Moorends,
Doncaster, DN8§ 4SZ.

Established 1988

ELLISON & CO

SOLICITORS
Headgate Court « Head Street « Colchester CO1 1NP
Tel: (01206) 764477 Fax: (01206) 764455
E-Mail: ellison_co@msn.com

SERVICE LAW SPECIALISTS

*  Court martial representation in UK and
abroad.

P&P inclusive. Cheques / postal orders to:

®* Free advice and representation at Police
interviews.

® Use our unique experience of military life to
protect you.

* Immediate free advice.

*  We know the military system, its rules and
regulations.

Ask for David Howell Solicitor Advocate

= 20 years’ military experience.

= Higher rights of audience in Crown Cour
and Court of Appeal.

= Regular trial advocate in Magistrates’
and Crown Court.

, =« Extensive court martial experience.

" Members of the Forces Legal Network

SOLDIER November 1999

MILITARY ID ENTITLES YOU TO
EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS
ON YOUR
NEW

Our special Tax Free new car discounts on a wide range
of makes are also available on many medels for
Tax Paid UK use, giving exceptional savings.
Of course, you will enjoy the NATOCARS' renowned ‘take care of it all
service which is also extended to our Guaranteed Quality Used Car Scheme.
Can you afford not to buy from NATOCARS?

CALL US NOW! Tel: 01278 455555
GTW@ s @ E@ﬂ M“@ @ @vouro

EA mcTESMAT AN FUGKDT AL AUMAL VOWADEN GHOU  VOICRGIN VOO

. N NATOCARS

W A Rewarding Experience MR
Natocars Lid * Wylds Road * Bridgwater ® Somerset » TAS 4BH
Tel: 01278 455555 » Fax: 01278 450396 * E-mail: sales@natocars.co.uk

SS5K2

5 === =2

THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS |

ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 FAX: 01752 872723
Credit Card Holders - 8am-7pm. Monday to Saturday.

Bnx=e |
OR BY POST:
CITADEL AWARDS, NEWTON FERRERS, PLYMOUTH,

DEVON. PL8 1DH
ENGLAND




LOW LOW LINE RENTAL
& FREE CONNECTION

CONNECTION
WORTH £35

£25 WORTH OF CALLS
PER MONTH

ERICSSON 628
WORTH £9.99

PORTABLE HANDS
FREE KIT WORTH £19.99

J

.

TR
bl E

CARRY CASE
WORTH £14.99

EEEEE

PLUS & o

50% OFF YOUR 10
FAVORITE NUMBERS OFF PEAK

PLU

o CREDIT CHECKS

anweelinet

12 month contract including notice period. Calls 32 pence per min peak - 10 pence off peak & 2 pence weekend.

s, FREEPHONE ;s
DIRECT %
i oam 01 8 8200 m?&,% PHONING

WHEN YOUR
JOB DEMANDS
MORE!
WILL YOUR KIT
MEET THE
| CHALLENGE?

The SASS
Catalogue No
14, is NOT
just another
kit list.

It offers you exclusive innovative items and selected issue
equipment. Optional extras, after sales, repair service. . .

For your FREE colour catalogue, write, telephone or fax
to the following address, or send the coupon below to:
SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George’s Quay,
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 5QJ
Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524 844239

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

NI oot et

1 %Address: )

UNIFORMAL

MESS KITS
“The Highest Quality and Value for Money
in Military Tailoring for Over 50 Years’

® INTEREST FREE CREDIT @ VISITING SERVICE
CALL FREE

0800 980 3551

VAN DUNGIE HOUSE
MEYNELL AVENUE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS LS26 ONU
TEL: 0113 282 6102 FAX: 0113 282 1457
INTERNET WWW.UNIFORMAL.CO.UK

S

5

-7 & Flowers

Flowers sent to any address in the U.K. & N.I,
For all occasions — Births/Birthdays/
Anniversaries, or to show that you have
your loved one in mind.

Someone, somewhere is waiting to hear from you

12 RED/YELLOW/PINK/GOLD/WHITE ROSES..........coooicmimimissusisniseniarasasinns £13.85
18 RED/YELLOW/PINK/GOLD/WHITE ROSES..........ccrvcvnirinseraneerersnsneneseenens £ 18.50
SPECIAL BOUQUET — ROSES OF ABOVE COLOURS/SP CARS/

CARS MXD/FREESIA & GYPS (50 BlIOOMS) .......ccovuimierererarmssssasnsssasesasassnsssnss £22.50
SPECIAL BOUQUET - ROSES OF ABOVE/CARS/FREESIA & GYPS

(30 BIOGITBY o..c0.0iisraskcassbiiinainbiiivimassnnsaes e iovsga il g el e R £17.50
BOUQUET — FREESIAS & CARNATIONS MXD OR ONE COLOU

(30 BloOMB)) :..civeiiiisisasbsssisinansin PR A L L PR A e A a1 0 S v £16.50
BOUQUET - FREESIAS & FERNS (40 BIOOMS) .......c.cccooriceneminimssinisnicniniessn £ 14.75
BOUQUET — CARNATIONS MIXED OR ONE COLOUR & GYPS

BOUQUET — SPRAYS & FREESIAS (20 BlOOIMS)......cuimssumsssssrarmsssansusnanraresci | 100

Hotline: 01481 246708
CHRISTMAS SPECIALS
BOUQUET - RED/PINK/YELLOW ROSES/WHITE SPR/GOLDEN YELLOW

CARS/FREESIASIBYPS .......cocoiiumsunismsunirssampssasinivisstifusissmsssenpeassssrins sty gl /o

BOUQUET - RED/PINK/YELLOW/GOLDEN CARS/FREESIAS/GYPS

(30 PO ....covseensiis ras tduansmshinesssio s fobs cath ka3 s SER RIS bt Sues o s R ce s USRI LT SO
““*MILLENNIUM BOUQUET *** FOR 1% & 2"° WEEK JAN 2000

BOUQUET — 50 MXD WHITE FLOWERS ...i.....ciiaviniiaimisivivinmisismsivinssssiinsais a0

BOUQUET - 30 MXD WHITE & YELLOW FLOWERS.........c.ccoveeransusrseseneren. £18.50

PLEASE ORDER EARLY. (MILLENNIUM - C/C WILL NOT VE!E DEBITED UNTIL
JAN 2000. *** MUST BE ORDERED PRIOR TO CHRISTMAS.) )

¢
USE THIS AD AS AN ORDER FORM PLEASE Q‘?‘? Iay
N S sl I
¥ R ¥y
. ALL C/C ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE /s
N AND ISSUE NUMBER /
=) "n,” Please make cheque or PO. payable to:
i %, Joy's Roses & Flowers {_S“h
. Toala . & ’ﬁg,? Flamingo, St Sampsons, &
&N 75, Guemsey, C... GY2 4WB dg’

¢ Telephone: (01481) 246708
Fax: (01481) 243406
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World CHALLEN GE

E X P ED O N S
EXPEDITION LEADERS REQU!RED

Would you like to lead a four week educational expedition
of 16-18 year-olds to South America, Africa or Asia in 20007
IDEALLY YOU WILL:
@ be at least 24yrs old
@ have relevant developing world experience
® have your JSMEL or UEL
ALL EXPENSES PAID
To find more, come to an OPEN EVENING to meet leaders past & present
Apply now for your FREE place on a World Challenge Expeditions December/
February TRAINING COURSE.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION & AN APPLICATION FORM
CALL JANE ON 0181 961 1122/ 0181 728 7220 TODAY!
(E-mail: jhenry@world-challenge.co.uk)

BODYGUARD TRAINING

Thinking of a career change? or Want to have an
E insight into the world of Close Protection?
This is an Excellent Opportunity to train in the skills and
procedures of the modern close protection industry.
This intensive Two Day basic Introduction Course includes:-
CQB, Impact, bladed and improvised weapons, basic firearms

procedure, Solo and team escort drills, electronic counter
surveillance, etiquette and administration, etc

For further details: Tel: 0207-644-3075(24hrs)
or Write to: The Elite Protection Group, Dept (S),
P.0. Box 2112, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 1QY U.K.

CIVIL, MILITARY & LIVERY TAILORS

MESS KITS

High Quality ¢ Competitive Prices
Easy Payment Terms
GERMANY-TEL:

0173 2992845

ENGLAND-TEL:

0113 2 880 880

VERNON REES & GOODALLS = CIVILMILITARY & LIVERY TAILORS
UK = LEEDS = TEL: 0044 113 2 880 880 = FAX: 0044 113 2 880 804

MIDLAND CD CLUB
Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs
To obtain our free colour catalogue conract us on
Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
Fax: 0121 680 9018
E-mail: sales@ midland-cd-club.co.uk
www.midland-ed-club.co.uk

EPAULETTE
- SLIDES

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit

dESIQnatlon' Bands who have CDs they would like to
also see included in our catalogue. please
contact us for further details.
NAMDERTAPES LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE
(in sets of six)

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
twaork or setting-up cost
goods. High quality, con

prompt delivery. BFPO -
Send for our new price list
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGH STRE LINCOLN LN5 BAP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

Any quantity supplied
S.A.E. for price list

Lancashire Embroidery
& Insignia Ltd
Knowsley Industrial
Park North, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161
Fax: 0151-549 1128
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7" x 5"-£5.60%=
8" x 6”-£7:50%
12" x 8"-£1 ;.gb
Digital Prints
@ (up to A4 size) £7.00 @B
Other sizes on a
request.

All enquiries to:

The Photographic Department
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU
Tel: 01252 347357
Fax: 01252 347358

E-mail:solmag@btinternet.com

PEN PALS

Betty, 49, 52", cuddly with brown
hair. Likes reading, crosswords, going
for a drink and 60s music. Seeking a
single or divorced pen pal with similar
likes and interests. and a GSOH. P578

Jan, 5'4", smiling, hazel eyes and
brown hair. Likes pubs, singing, danc-
ing, skiing, swimming, reading, photog-
raphy, painting and walking and is
seeking non-smoking pen pals, any age.
P579

Kathy, 5'7", 37-year-old blonde with
medium build. Enjoys eating in/out,
going to the cinema, car boot and
antique sales and gardening. Would like
to hear from pen pals, 30-40. P580

Alan, 5'11", 18-year-old soldier with
medium build and green eyes. Likes
keeping fit, pubs and clubs, reading and
generally having a good time. Seeking
female pen pals, 18-25. P581

Janie, 32, voluptuous blonde with
piercing blue eyes and VGSOH. Enjoys
wine-making, holidays abroad, pub-
bing, clubbing and living life to the full.
Seeking male soldiers, 25-40, to corre-
spond with. Will reply to all letters.
P582

Julia, 38, bubbly, blue-eyed blonde
who enjoys the cinema, rtravelling,
music, socialising and getting the most
out of life. Seeking sincere and caring
pen pals with GSOH who are serving at
home or abroad. P583

Paula, 5'8", 28-year-old with brown
eyes. Enjoys pubs, eating out, going to
the movies, reading, socialising and for-
eign travel. Would like to hear from pen
pals, 24-34. GSOH a must. P584

Melissa, 5'2", 25-year-old, petite
blonde with a friendly and caring per-
sonality. Main interests are dancing and
aerobics classes. Would like to hear
from pen pals, 25-40. P585

Julie, 32, 5'4", blue eyes, brown hair
and bubbly personality. Interests
include music, reading, the cinema,
travelling within the UK, relaxing and
cooking. Seeking pen pals, any age and
will reply to all letters. P586

Could you be the millennium man for
me? Are you single or divorced, 40ish,
with a GSOH? Perfect - this profession-
al lady with one child would love to hear
from you. P587

Nicola, 20, 5'4", brown-eyed blonde.
Enjoys pubbing, clubbing, ten-pin
bowling, football and going out with
friends. Would like male soldiers as pen
pals. P588




Jennifer, 17, 5'6" — a slim and intelli-
gent blonde with a love of horse-riding.
‘Would like replies from soldiers, 18-25.
P589

30-something female, petite, fun-
loving, blue-eyed blonde. Single
mother of two. Enjoys sports, the
cinema and theatre and eating out.
Seeking pen pals, 30-something.
P590

BOOKS

"The Territorial Army". An in-
depth look at TA regiments pre-SDR.
This 300-page, hardback book contains
profiles, 350 action photos of serving
volunteers and past histories of all 50
TA units from the Infantry, Yeomanry,
Royal Artillery and Army Air Corps. If
you have served with one these units in
the past two years, or you are interested
in the TA, you cannot afford not to
have a copy! Price: £22.50 + £2.00
p&p. R & F Defence Publications, 1-2
Barker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.
Tel: 01743 241962. 12199

Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially military
and history. We collect! TLON
BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills, Meran-
tum Way, London SW19 2RD. Tel:
0181 540 4371. 12199

Books for Soldiers contact the
experts. Free catalogue. The Outdoors-
man’s Bookstore, 27 Monument
Industrial Park, Chalgrove, Oxon
0X44 7TRW. Tel: 01865 400256. Fax:
01865 400257. 12790

Military history books. Please send SAE
for current catalogue. Free specialist
booksearch. McKenzie, Town End Farm,
Brampton, Appleby, Cumbria CA16 6]S.
Tel/fax: 017683 51384, 12199

FREE MILITARY CATA-
LOGUES/ books wanted. Will collect.
Arttic Books, Sandowne, Tiverton
Heath, Tarporley, Cheshire CWo6
9HN. Tel: 01829 732524 12/99

Military history bargains - books
bought and sold. SAE brings catalogue.
15 Woodlands, Saltley, Birmingham
B8 3AG. Tel: 0121 328 2878. 1199

“Head-dress Badges
of the British Army”
by Kipling & King.

The Collector’s Bible
Volume One: (1800-1920) £65
Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45.
Post free
H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.
Tel: 01252 716303

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET
BOOK?” 380 pages of info all sol-
diers need to know. Includes: Basic
Barttle Skills, Fieldcraft, Orders,
SOPs, Scouts, Emergency Alarms,
Routines in the Field, Tank Target
Indication, Working with Heli-
copters, Map Reading, Orienteer-
ing, First Aid, NBC, Adventure Trg,
Skill at Arms SA80, LSW, Tests and
APWTs, GPMG Light Role, Sig-
nals, Mines, MT Driver, AFV and
Aircraft Recognition, etc. ISBN No:
1-874528-02-0. £7.50 (inc p&p
UK/BFPO). Available from selected
Naafi Branches, Bookshops or by
Visa or cheque from publishers:
MILITARY POCKET BOOKS, PO
Box 28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks
HU17 5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878.
Visit www.milpkbk.demon.co.uk

12/99

BUSINESS OPPS

Rewarding business opportunity —
Bioflow Magnotherapy. For all animals
and humans. F/P time. Agents required
all areas including Europe. Tel: 01978
861598. Independent  distributor
Ecoflow Ld. 11/99

Leaving the Forces? Need to start
earning minimum £1,000 per week
clear? Why not run our 30-bedroom
hotel in the centre of Leeds? Owner's
accommodation, residents' bar, sepa-
rate restaurant, in prime location. This
is a rented, leasehold property for sale
at £170,000 — or we will exchange for
vour freehold property anywhere
abroad or in the UK, for our retire-
ment, with cash adjustment either way.
Phone Jan or Tony for full details on
0113 2941 456(UK). 1199

For all services and all ranks — join The
List. It is there to help you find a job.
"There is not one person on The List
that didn't find time to help me," said
one member who joined The List. Visit
our website www.the-list-sbn.co.uk or
e-mail: pac79@dial.pipex.com or call
020 7924 5007. 1299

Ten good people needed. Work from
home — f/t or p/t — without risking your
current job. Call 0171 864 6876 for
more details.

CARS

12/99.

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES
MINI BUSES/VANS

Any condition

Cash buyer

Tel: 0181 534 4016
(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

FOR SALE

US water-activated ration heaters.
Will heat MRE or boil-in-the-bag. Very
compact. Really works. Pack of 12 for
only £3.99, postage paid. Frary's, 10
Broad Street, Bungay, Suffolk NR35
1EE. Tel: (01986) 892555. 11/99

Regimental jumpers - very good reg-
imental jumpers in regimental colours
and other military gifts. For further
information please call 020 7924 5007
or e-mail: philip@smartturnout.co.uk

12/99

Spode plates — Parachute Regiment,
Cheshires, RWF, Glosters, KOSB,
RCMP, USMC, OBE, RN. Boxed.
Certificates. Offers to 01757 701536,
late evenings. 1199

First World War soldiers' records
and war diaries researched. For further
information send SAE to Mark Offord,
80 Aysgarth Park, Holyport, Maiden-
head SL.6 2HQ. 1199

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES.
Many scarce. Send (3 x 1st) stamps for
list to Anthony Webb, 84 Merritt Road,
Greatstone, Kent TN28 8SZ.

British Army cap badges for sale,
wanted, exchange. SAE for lists to R C
Smith, 6 Tavistock Streer, Bletchley,
Milton Keynes MK2 2PF. 12199

Regimental Keyrings and Clocks
Badges in Full Colour

Keyrings £3 Clochs £12.50
post free

M. J. Buckland
15 Hardy Road, Poole BH14 9HW

@;‘m- Magnotherapy Prodt

for people and pets.
A drug-free approach
to easing aches and pains

ﬁ SIXTY-DAY MONEY-BACK Gw\mm

For product brochure
and more information contact:
Joanne Clements
INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR
Tel/fax: 0181 650 5010

E-mail: jsbcOO7@aol.com

M EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTORS \wwm

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines avail-
able in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring
for information/brochure. Tel/fax:
01380 828382, 12199

Embroidered badges, wire blazer or
silk print, pennants for all events — all to
your own design. Contact B.S.S. on
01656 654440. 1199

A title plus land for only £20. Makes
a unique gift. Details from SM Sur-
vival, Norcot, Lybster, Caithness, Scot-
land KW3 6AQ 0500
Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £3.50 for Edition 7, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 20+ SAS). Cheques
payable t G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523. 12199
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your regimental
and operational shields. Write for a full
colour brochure to: Military Marketing
International, 74-77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham BA18 T7AF.
Tel/fax: 0121-4545393. Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95, no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50.
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Quality makers of Army, Navy and
Air Force hand-embroidered badges,
family crests, pipe banners, sashes and
regimental flags in bullion wire of silk.
MELODIUS brand bagpipes and
accessories, practice chanters, flutes in
cocus, sheeshamwood or African black-
wood, drums, bugles and tambourines.
Old classical Indian instruments,
tablas, tota, bansari sitars, etc at rock
bottom prices. Topflyz Industries,
21/414 Majidpura, Sialkot-51310, Pak-
istan. Tel: 0092-432-508913. Fax:
0092-432-588547. E-mail:
topflyz(@skt.comsats.net.pk  Website:
www.topflyz.com 12100

Visit the Elizabeth Joyce Art Gallery
at  www.ejartgalleryv.com. Portraits,
prints, directory. 0300

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (8), 18 Castle
Street, Dover CT16 1PW. 1299

British military insignia. Fully illus-
trated catalogue, 1999 — £2. Dealer
since 1981 (ex-1RGJ). Mike Lapworth,
26 Southdown Road, Bristol BS9 3NL.

1299

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to INKER-
MAN Badges, PO Box 1022, Couls-
don, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 12199

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to Clans and Regiments, 14
Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and generous
discounts. 1299

Hand embroidered quality wire
blazer badges. Send design for sample |
and quote. Gemini Insignia Company,
4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan.

SOLDIER

THE BRITISH ARMY CALENDAR

WWW.ROTHIEMURCHUS.CO.UK
The Services Activity & Holiday
Centre, AVIEMORE. Tel: 01479
861288. 09/00

Brecon Beacons National Park.
Refurbished Victorian holiday villa. CH,
pool table, sleeps 9. Close to mountains,
lake and rope centre. Ring for details,
bookings, etc. Tel: 01874 658472 -
leave message or after 8pm. 05/00
Tatra Mountains — Slovakia. Excel-
lent accommodation and sports facili-
res. Rafting to skiing. Great
team-building. Tel: 01229 588546. E-
mail: dbarry@fhv.umb.sk 1199

Holmhurst Hotel

14 Reads Avenue
Blackpool FY14BD

* Bed & Breakfast
* Bed, Breakfast & Evening Meal
* Close to promenade & all amenities
* Tea & coffee making facilities
* Late keys ¥

Proprietor
Chris Hopkinson

Telephone:
(01253) 625977




CHARITY COMMISSION

CHARITY: The Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Military Aid Fund

REFERENCE: 202363/108926

The Charity Commission proposes to make a
Scheme to amend the trusts of this charity. A

v of the draft Scheme can be seen at The
Royal H.1mp\h|re Re-funcm MuxLum Serle’s

to Thg Lh.ml) (umml on,
V House. Tangier, Taunton,
Somerset TAl 4BL. quoting the above

PERSONAL

Condoms and adult supplies by post.
Full ranges of exotic gear despatched
under plain cover. Contact Ebba Trad-
ing, P O Box 94, Royston, Herts SG8
5YE. Tel/fax: 01763 245762. E-mazl
ebba@globalnet.co.uk.

Mag 2000 for pen pals — friendship —
soul mate. UK & worldwide. Free ads.
Adults only. For details send SAE to
Mag 2000(S), PO Box 4, M40 3DB, UK.

SERVICES

FREE MILITARY KIT and home
contents insurance quotations. Inex-
pensive and comprehensive cover. Are
you currently paying too much? Don't
wait for your renewal date. Find out
now. Call Elite Insurance Services free
on 0800 0963058. We are impartial
and independent. 1299

WANTED

Wanted - Falklands conflict 1982,
collector wants original items including
letters, maps, reports, photographs.
Anything Argentinian considered. No
bayonets/uniforms. Send details to; So/
dier Magazine, P O Box 002, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

11/99

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE~
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
COST: 55p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £11.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
2 sspplicd, Advertizameitb it NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST AND ONLY ONE WORD
B foiouing beadings ; SHOULD BE INSERTED IN EACH BOX.
: Cars, Ci IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER ADD £3.00 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX O
WORDS AT 55p g
X INSERTIONS = &£ CLASSIFIED ADS
; - VAT AT 17.5% = £ ; IER
! shall_amount 1o an BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT) &£ uHIlNANCI: ROAD
e f('"“[‘{_o“s and. any. TOTAL ENCLOSED = £ ALDERSHOT
vaid insofar us they are in conflict with CHEQUE/PONumber ~ (Payable to SOLDIER) HANTS GU11 20U

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

Send to
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Cyprus lays on
tour treat for
Roger’s return

CYPRUS “old boy” Roger Price was given a
guided tour of Episkopi Garrison after his wife,
Pauline, set up a surprise visit.

Roger, who lives in Bristol and retired
recently, had spent his National Service days
with the Royal Army Ordnance Corps on the
then very troubled island.

He was whisked off by
WO1 Jeff Ashton, the
Garrison Sergeant Major,
and WO2 Ewan Bowie,
RLC, formerly of the
RAQC, for a trip around
the garrison followed by
lunch in the Sergeants’
Mess. It was a far cry from
his posting there between
1956 and 1958, when
Roger was billeted under
canvas and found himself

in the middle of the Eoka

Back on the ;

island: Roger Laipa gh. A

Price, right, Roger experienced ter-
with GSM Jeff rorist attacks at first hand
Ashton and when he wasn't
Picture: SSgt transporting supplies to
Geordie Hay units at Troodos Camp

was called to active ser-
vice on patrol in Nicosia. He recalled one
attack which destroyed the cookhouse, power-
house and water pumping station, leaving the
troops with no amenities for three weeks.
Holding the garrison plaque presented to
him by the GSM, Roger said: “Ever since my
service days 41 years ago | have loved Cyprus.
The hospitality from the garrison was out-
standing. We never expected this and they
have made an ‘old boy' very happy.”

Howards star on screen

THE Green Howards Museum features on
a new screen-saver which can be down-
loaded free from the Internet for a 14-day
trial period. It features 41 photographs
portraying the history of The Green
Howards and can be obtained at

www.natureimage.com/greenhowards.htm

- =

DATES

OCTOBER

22: Royal British Legion’s Isle of Thanet
Festival of Remembrance, Winter
Gardens, Margate. Contact D Stokes
01843 292882.

NOVEMBER

6: Concert by Band of the Light Division in
aid of Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal,
Bicester Garrison Theatre. Tickets on
01865 553151,

13-14: Salisbury Militaria Society annual
exhibition, Red Lion, Milford St, Salisbury,
1030.

27: British Model Soldier Society annual
show, The Pavilion, North Parade Road,
Bath, 1000-1630.

® To include public events, contact the Editor,

Running

reverends
head for
wilderness

TWENTY Army chaplains are to take part in
one of the more esoteric millennium projects
planned by the Army. They are in training to
run a combined 2,000 miles (one for every
year since the birth of Christ) across the Sinai
Desert.

Exercise Millennium Pilgrim’s aims include
raising £50,000 for children’s hospitals in
Jerusalem and Bethlehem and another
£50,000 for SSAFA. The runners, who will
each log up 100 miles, will also have time to
reflect on their faith as they visit St Catherine’s
Monastery, Mount Sinai, Nazareth, Caper-
naum, Cana and Jerusalem. A third goal is to
highlight the unique work of the Royal Army
Chaplains’ Department.

The running reverends, whose mission has
the personal backing of Gen Sir Roger Wheel-
er, Chief of the General Staff, plan to fly to Tel
Aviv on November 18 and begin their epic
journey on the Taba border the following day.
God willing, they will achieve their 2,000th mile
on December 4.

To become involved by direct sponsorship,
donation of equipment, gift aid or deed of
covenant, contact the Rev Clinton Langston,
Exercise Millennium Pilgrim, BFPO 804,

Marching: 50 Inf Div veterans at Ver sur Mer

Town honours 50 Inf Div

A STREET in the Normandy coastal town of
Ver sur Mer has been dedicated to the
memory of soldiers of the 50th Infantry Divi-
sion, who went ashore there at H-Hour on D-
Day, June 6, 1944.

Survivors of the Gold Beach landing
watched the mayor unveil a commemorative
pillar. Driving force behind the project was the
comrades’ association of 86 (Hertfordshire
Yeomanry) Field Regiment RA, whose veter-
ans were helped on the day by serving soldiers
from 201 (Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire Yeo-
manry) Battery RA(V).

Other units represented included 4th/7th
Royal Dragoon Guards and the 5th Battalion,
The East Yorkshire Regiment.

On parade: The Parachute Regiment's
Shetland mascots, LCpl Pegasus and
LCpl Falklands (or Dodger, as he is known
to his friends), pictured with Pony Major
Cpl Stephen Osborne, Para, had a star-
ring role in what was said to be the largest
pony show in the world. The trio made
guest appearances at the two gala perfor-
mances of the British Show Pony Soci-
ety’'s 50th anniversary championship
show at Peterborough.

They took part in the opening sequence
and reappeared for the closing ceremony,
during which Sgt Peter MacFarlane of F
Coy, Scots Guards, played a lament and
Cpl Darren Tucker and Musn Peter Bayley
of the Minden Band of the Queen’s Divi-
sion played the Sunset call.

More than 5,000 spectators, not to men-
tion 2,000 ponies and their assorted han-
dlers, were treated to a display of
impeccable discipline by the Parachute

Regiment’s Shetlands.

Pride of the Pa|

d

Picture: Anthony Reynolds
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Sharpshooters medal
will mark 100 years
The Kent and County of

London Yeomanry
(Sharpshooters), the
Bexleyheath and
Brighton branch of the
Kent and Sharpshooters
Yeomanry Old Com-
rades’ Association has
commissioned a millen-
nium silver hallmark
medal to mark 100 years
of continuous yeomanry
service to Crown and
country.

The limited edition of
200 medals, costing £40
each, and including a
Sharpshooter green
suede pouch, are to be
launched during the
Alam EI Halfa Day cele-
brations next July.

Details from Capt
Tony Jewell, 7 Goodge
Place, London W1P 1FL

Pilot scholarship
CLOSING date for a Guild of Air Pilots and
Navigators’ airline transport pilot’s licence
scholarship is Nov 15. For an application
form, send an sae to GAPAN, Cobham

‘House, 291 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1X

8QE, marking your letter “Scholarship”.

Bored in Berwick? Never!

A rather splendid new 36-page full-colour
guidebook to Berwick Barracks and the
Northumberland town’s fortifications sug-
gests that drink and boredom were the garri-
son’s main enemies. It adds, somewhat
euphemistically, that “many men were drawn
into a culture of excess”.

Given its strategic position at the eastern
extremity of the long-disputed border
between England and Scotland, it is not sur-
prisingly that Berwick became one of the
outstanding fortified towns in Europe. The
quide, Berwick Barracks and Fortifica-
tions, is worth a read in itself. It is available
on site or by post from English Heritage
Postal Sales, PO Box 229, Northampton

NN6 9RY, price £2.25.

Sign up to a cover story

NO 10 Squadron RAF is marketing flown and
signed “Soldiers’ Tale" postal covers for chari-
ty. Each will bear a full set of stamps, have a
special handstamp, flight cachet and squadron
crest. Signatories include Prime Minister Tony
Blair (£25), former Defence Secretary Lord
Robertson (£20), Nato spokesman Jamie
Shea (£15), CDS Gen Sir Charles Guthrie and
C-in-C KFOR Lt Gen Sir Mike Jackson (£10).
You would also pay £4 for the pilot's signature
and £50 the lot. Orders, with cheques made
out to “SIF RAF Brize Norton” to Philatelic
Officer, No 10 Sgn, RAF Brize Norton, Oxford
OX18 3LX.

Two become one ...

TWO regiments within the Army Cadet Force
were merged at Cameron Barracks, Inverness
when the Queen’s Own Highlanders and the
Gordon Highlanders were renamed as the 1st
and 2nd Battalions, The Highlanders.

November 1999 SOLDIER

C-in-C puts b

THE car slewed round the corner, =
narrowly missing a Range Rover
approaching on the Surrey country
lane. Rain hammered down. The
car shuddered to a sudden stop,

(tel 0171 580 3921).

iInd faith

In Kuston Kid

causing the navigator's -~
finger to score across his
braille notes, obliterating
valuable instructions.

A slight exaggeration,
but this was the first time
blinded ex-Servicemen
had been in the annual
braille rally run for the visu-
ally impaired by Kingston-
upon-Thames Lions Club
in association with
Malden and District Motor
Club and in co-operation
with St Dunstan’s, the
charity which cares for
blinded Servicemen and
women.

Braille notes giving
mileages, speeds and instructions — for exam-
ple: TL (turn left) at traffic lights — for the 76-
mile course were given to the blind navigators
just before take-off.

Of the 24 competitors, four were St Dun-
staners, teamed up with drivers from their
former regiments or corps. Ray Hazan, who
served with 2 R Anglian and lost a hand and
was blinded by an IRA parcel bomb in London-
derry in 1973, was driven by Gen Sir Michael
Walker, C-in-C Land Command and Colonel of
The Royal Anglian Regiment.

The Grenadier Guards Association donated
a trophy — a statuette of a Grenadier Guards-
man in 1925 uniform with Lee Enfield rifle — for
the winning St Dunstan's navigator and a
bonus came in the form of WO2 (RQMS)
Neville Bould, Gren Gds, who added presence
to the occasion in ceremonial uniform.

St Dunstaner Sid Doy, 82, an ex-Grenadier
who was blinded at Dunkirk in 1940, had spent
several weeks brushing up on his braille. He
was driven — and kept in order — by former
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Rallying to the cause: From left, back, are the C-in-C Land Com-
mand, Gen Sir Michael Walker, John Gilbert, Sid Doy and WO2
Neville Bould; and in the front, Terry Walker and Ray Hazan

Capt Don Ashworth, Gren Gds; ex-sapper
John Gilbert was driven by Maj Tom Wye, RE;
and Terry Walker, ex-REME, joined forces with
Kevin Hayat, a civilian attached to a REME
workshop in Aldershot.

For four hours the teams battled it out, often
passing other competitors going in the oppo-
site direction.

Ray, who earned the nickname “Kuston
Kid", explained: “You try reading the difference
between the ‘U’ sign in braille and the ‘ing’ sign
in a car flying over sleeping policemen.”

Gen Walker gave each of the 25 navigators
a certificate. Of the St Dunstaners, Ray Hazan
beat John Gilbert to the Grenadier Guards
trophy, while Sid Doy received an award from
the Institute of Advanced Motorists for the
most game first-timer.

Next year's Braille Rally will take place on
September 17. Anyone interested in taking
part as a driver should contact Ray Hazan, St

Dunstan’s, 12-14 Harcourt Street, London,

W1A 4XB.

Fusiliers’ Museum, Lancash
Wellington Barracks, Bury

Scorched: Detail from a print of “The
Capture of the City of Washington”

House
of fire

EVER wondered how the White
House, one of the most famous
facades on the planet, got its
name? Look no further than the
Fusiliers’ Museum, Lancashire, at
Wellington Barracks in Bury.

One Col Robert Ross, whose
uniform resides in the museum,
led the 20th Regiment of Foot
throughout the Peninsular War
and was promoted to brigadier
general just before being wounded
at Orthes in February 1814.

Six months later the Duke of
Wellington selected Ross to lead an
Army expedition to Chesapeake in
America to avenge the sacking of
York, now known as Toronto.

PRESIDENT'S MEAL

On August 24 he defeated the
American army at Bladensburg
and entered Washington the same
day. He and his officers ate a meal
laid by President Madison, who
had fled across the Potomac.

Ross ordered the destruction of
public buildings, including Madi-
son’s residence, then marched on
Baltimore, where he was killed by a
sniper on September 12, 1814.

The Americans painted the exte-
rior of the President’s Residence
white to cover the scorch marks.
Although it was completely rebuilt
in 1817, it has been know as the
White House ever since.

® The museum is open at Wellington Bar-

racks from 0930-1630 daily except Wednes-
days and Sundays. Tel 0161 764 2208.




Bulletin board

Seventh heaven: SSgt Mario Reid, pictured
with proud wife Sarah, has just received his
seventh medal, the General Service with
Northern Ireland clasp. He is one of only three
serving Royal Engineers to have achieved that
number. Mario, from 62 Cyprus Support
Squadron RE based at Dhekelia, has just
learned he is to be promoted WO2 and posted
to 32 Engineer Regiment at Paderborn, Ger-
many. His other medals were awarded for ser-
vice in the Falklands (1982), with the UN in
Cyprus (1987-89), in the Gulf (1990-91), with
the UN and Nato in Bosnia (1995-96), and the
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (1996).

'Now you can grow |
your own poppies

Once the Royal British Legion’s sole fund-
raising operation was to sell paper poppies
on street corners. Now, thanks to modern
marketing technigues, you can buy the
seeds to grow the real thing.

Packets of 2,000 are being sold by the
Legion’s energetic merchandising arm RBL
Industries through a 32-page Millennium
catalogue.

Goods on offer range from militaria such
as regimental ties and medal-holders to
CDs, videos, bone china, jewellery, kitchen
and garden ware and golf balls, many of
the items bearing the famous poppy motif.

There's even a poppy credit card, which
you may wish to use use to book a 15-day,
£1,299 tour of Australia through the
Legion’s own holiday brochure.

Readers can obtain the catalogue from
RBLI, Aylesford, Kent, ME20 7NL (tel
01622 717202, fax 882195, e-mail:

supplylines@rbli.co.uk).
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APPOINTMENTS

Senior appointments: Maj Gen C F Drewry,
late WG, to be Commander ARRC in the rank
of lieutenant general, Jan; Maj Gen A D
Pigott, late RE, to be DCDS (Commitments)
in rank of lieutenant general, March; Maj Gen
T J Granville-Chapman, late RA, to be Adju-
tant General in the rank of lieutenant general,
May; Maj Gen P V R Besgrove, late REME, to
be ACOS (Resources), HQ Regional Com-
mand South (Naples), Dec; Maj Gen R G
Reith, late Para, to be ACDS(Policy), Jan; Maj
Gen J D Moore-Bick, late RE, to be Mil Assist
to High Representative in Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina, Jan; Maj Gen B P Plummer, later RWF,
appointed DGTS, HQ Land Command, Aug
31; Brig | T Houghton, late RAMC, to be

@ Three winners of copies of The Korean
War, Michael Hickey's account of the 1950-
53 war against communism (July issue),
were: H Tomlinson, Halifax; Ms A Tilley,
Windlesham; | Chapman, BFPO 26.

® The ten Delph sunscreen and after-sun
combinations (July issue) were won by D
Klein, Cheshire; Mrs M K Newport, Oxford,;
Cpl D Gracey, High Wycombe; SSgt A J
Moutray, BFPO 19; Mrs E J Lett, London; L
Mathews, Essex; Ms Louise Spalding,
Solihull; M Wingate, Malvern; Mrs J Foley,
Abingdon; K Russell, Swindon.

® Winners of the eight Thorpe Park family
tickets (July issue) were: J de Hoop, Brighton;
Sgt G Knighten, Bulford; D J Boltwood,
Waterlooville; D McDonald, Bulford Camp; R
Winter, Hythe, Kent; Mrs J Foley, Abingdon;
G Chandler, South Cerney; B R Marshall,
Sunderland.

@® The four family day tickets to Butlins family
entertainment resort, Bognor Regis (July
issue) were won by Mrs D Stoyles, Bordon;
Mrs J Clement, c/o 7 Signal Regt, BFPO 35;
Cpl D Wilson, 5 Bn REME, Bordon; Mr and
Mrs M Astin, Mansfield.

SEARCHLINE

Anyone wishing to join a new King's Own
Scottish Borderers Association branch in
Lanarkshire is asked to contact Robert
Cruickshank, 5 Hillview, Kirkfieldbank, Lanark
ML11 9JX (tel 01555 665180).

Families of soldiers who won meritorious
service awards during the Boer War are
sought by historian Mike Hardisty, a member
of South Africa’s central steering committee
for the Boer War centenary commemoration.
In particular he wishes to trace relatives of
three VC winners, Lt H E M Douglas RAMC,
Capt E B Towse, Gordons, and Lt F N
Parsons, Essex Regt, and to correspond with
families of any of the 78 soldiers of the Boer
War who received VCs. Replies to Mike
Hardisty at PO Box 3241, 2121 Parklands,
Johannesburg, South Africa.

George Gregory of Belper, Derbyshire, who
served with the RAOC and was a prisoner of
war at Moji, Japan from 1941 to VJ Day,
wishes to trace relatives of Sgt Joseph
Maloney of 85 Anti-Tank Regt, also held at
Moji. Sgt Maloney, who died in captivity, may
have been an Irishman living in Blackpool. Any
information to David Stringer on 01332
291111 ext 6456.

Former members of A Troop, 1st
Commonwealth Division Signals, Korea
1951-52 sought by ex-Cpl Tex Atkins. He also
wishes to contact Eric Bestwick, his best
man while serving with 16 Para Bde Signals
at Farnborough in 1950. Replies to 4 Scotch
Court, Sunbury, Victoria, Australia 3429 or e-

mail satkins @ corplink.com.au

Son of the late Syndey Coombs, who served
as a signaller in 5 Command Signals (1940-
42) and in the RAOC (1942-46) at 17 and 15
Ordnance Depots, and took part in the D-Day

appointed Honourary Surgeon to the Queen
from Sept 1 in succession to Col R S P
Tamlyn, late RAMC.

Colonels: C A Atkins — to be Dental Officer,
Dental Centre Lichfield, Sept 13; H M Fletch-
er — to be Deputy UKMILDEL WEU Brussels,
Sept 13; J J Little — to be PM LLV Abbey
Wood, Sept 13; | R Liles — to be Dep Comd 39
Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn, Sept 13.

Lieutenant Colonel: M A Armstrong,
REME - to DEME(A), Apr 4; T W Canham,
R Signals — to SHAPE, Oct 4; J W Clark,
R Signals — to CJPS, Sept 27; A C Cuthbert,
QRH - to JSCSC, Aug 31; J G Davies, REME
— to DESS, Aug 31; L | M Dawson, RLC - to

landings on June 6, 1944, seeks photographs
of him in uniform. Replies to Mr M P Coombs,
7 Wood Stanway Drive, Bishop's Cleeve,
Cheltenham, Glos GL52 4TL (tel 01242
673484).

Undergraduate researching the Malayan
Emergency 1948-60 seeks information on all
aspects of civii and military campaigns.
Contact Mark Tunnah, 9 Edward Street,
Dudley, W Midlands DY1 2AE.

George Henderson wishes to obtain a copy of
the film Tunes of Glory, starring Alec
Guinness and John Mills and set in a Scottish
garrison after the Second World War. It is no
longer available from commercial sources.
Replies to 8 Elford Crescent, Plympton,
Plymouth PL7 4BT (tel 01752 339944).

Anyone who knows the locations of or has
pictures of surviving Chieftain tanks in any
form in the UK is asked to contact R Griffin, 63
Redwell Road, Matson, Glos GL4 6JJ (tel
01452 381736, fax 01452 416995) or e-mail

Rob6@compuserve.com

Information on militia, territorial and service
battalions’ regimental colours, 1900-1999,
sought for book. Details of when and where
presented and final laying-up required.
Contact D O'Brien, 45 Winchester Avenue,
Kingsbury, London NW9 9TA.

J Winterbottom seeks news of National
Service colleague Roy Freeman, who came
from Birmingham and served with him in the
RAOC from 1954 to 1956. They did basic
training at Hilsea Barracks, Portsmouth and
were stationed at No 1 Returned Stores Coy,
No 4 GS RSG, 20Bn RAOC, Vinnhorst,
Hannover, Germany. Replies to 55 Newhey
Road, Benchill, Manchester M22 9NB.

Unicom, July 19; R W Dennis, PWRR - to
DGD&D, Sept 21; M F Dixon, REME -
to DGES(A), July 19; G A Douglas, A and SH
— to DPS(A), Nov 8; C J Drapper, REME -
to DESS, July 26; J M Edwards, REME - to
SES(A), Aug 23; R N M Eggar, RA - to
DGD&D, Sept 23; R J L Fellowes, KRH —
to RAC Centre, May 1; R J Good, R Signals
— to DRUMM, Aug 1.

B W Hamilton, REME — to RMCS, Sept 27;
M A Hughes, REME —to HQ Land, Sept 13; A
D K Inkster, RA — to HQ Land, June 18; C H
Jackman, RLC —to BOD Bicester, Oct 27; AR
Law, RLC — to DSDA, April 2; A J E Malcolm,
WG —to JSCSC, Oct 4; F G Moss, Staffords —
to HQ NI, Sept 27; J R M Palmer, KRH - to
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MUSIC/Gordon Turner

LARI Gurans (the Red Rhododendron)
is the national flower of Nepal, home of
those wonderful fighting soldiers, the
Gurkhas. It is also the name of the folk
group of the Band of the Brigade of
Gurkhas, who recently recorded a pro-
gramme of traditional music.

In addition to the folk group, a few
tracks are performed by the military
band. While the tunes are Eastern in
sound, the various arrangers must be
complimented on the skilful way they
have harmonised them.

Simply titled Lali Gurans, this CD
is available from Droit Music Ltd, PO
Box 2638, Eastbourne, East Sussex
BN20 7H], price £12 incl p&p.

Possibly the finest British military
band recording I have heard for many,
many years is An Edwardian Band-
stand, played by the Band of the Cold-
stream Guards. There are 12 tracks,
including such classics as Die Felsen-
muhle Von Etaliers, Der Geist Der
Wowoiden, The Bamboula and La Taran-
tella De Belphegor.

More familiar tracks are Softly
Awakes My Heart, The Bond of Friend-
ship, Steadfast and True and the delight-
ful overture to The Arcadians.

Playing and recording are superb

.

A flowering
of Gurkha music

throughout. Available from the Band of
the Coldstream Guards, Wellington
Barracks, London SWIE 6HQ, price
£12 plus £2 p&p (overseas customers
add 20 per cent).

A newcomer to the recording market
is Midland CD Recordings. Their first
issue features the Band of The Para-
chute Regiment in a programme that
features the military band, fanfare
trumpets, big band, German band and
the various other combinations that
bands of today are required to produce.

Titled Portfolio, it has something
for everyone and I am sure it will be a
great success, especially selling at con-
certs. For traditionalists like myself,
who prefer a good helping of military
bands or big bands, the styles and types
of music change too frequently, but it
does live up to its title and is indeed a
portfolio of music. Available from Mid-
land CD Recordings, 201 Callowbrook
Lane, Rubery, Birmingham B45 9TG.

Finally, for those who still prefer the
vinyl to CD, the International Military
Music Society issued four LPs with
recordings from old 78s. They still have
a few for sale. Anyone interested should
send a sae to IMMS, c/o PO Box 2638,
Eastbourne, E Sussex BN20 7H].

S

The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt
(London Branch): Christmas social, Dec 3,
Victory Services Club, London W2. Details
from Veronica Joel Newton on 0181 888 9739.

Royal Artillery Association, Exeter Branch:
Dinner-dance at St Luke’s College, Heavitree
Road, Exeter, on Dec 17. Details from John
Seatherton, 8 Seabrook Avenue, Countess

BMM Kuwait, Jan 5; S L Porter, R Anglian — to
PJHQ(UK), Sept 27; P A Shewry, REME — to
D Army Plans, Sept 13; M R Shimmings,
REME - to ACDS(OR) Land, July 28; P A
Richardson, Int Corps — to SHAPE, July 5; M
B D Smith, RGJ — to HQ Inf, Nov 1; KA P
Stevenson, RA — to DST, Oct 18; G M
Thomas, Cheshire — to RASU, Jan 4; GHR
Tilney, KRH — to HQ MND(SW), Sept 13; M J
Tudor, REME - to DLO, Feb 28; M Tugby,
REME —to DHSA, Apr 12; P A Wallace-Tarry,
RE - to HQ 5 Div, Aug 22; J N Watt, GH - to
CGS, Aug 2.

Retirements
Colonels: R R H Clayton, late RA, Sept 19.
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Wear, Exeter EX2 7DW (tel 01392 874072).

723 (CS) Squad RM (1959-60): All ranks
reunion at RMA Club, Eastney, on March 18.
Contact Dave Prichard on 01222 790233.

4 Coy, 3 Bn, Coldm Gds (1950-55): Eighth
reunion dinner in Birmingham on April 15.
Details from Harry Westgarth, 49 Rokeby
Park, Hull, HU4 7QE. (tel 01482 503649).

Parachute Regiment Band: With a reunion
planned in June, former members of the 1, 2
and 3 Para battalion bands, the Falklands and
Pegasus Bands and the Para Band are asked
to contact Sgt Andy Ellis, Para Band, New
Normandy Barracks, Aldershot or e-mail
reunion@paraband.freeserve.co.uk (web
page at www.paraband.freeserve.co.uk).

St George’s School, Hong Kong: Next
reunion takes place at Falcon Hotel, Chapel
Street, Stratford-upon-Avon on Aug 18-20.

Arborfield Army Apprentices Intakes 50A
and 50B: Reunion planned for Oct next year.
Contact Clem Clements on 01604 712128 or
Tom Lennox on 01423 865225.

Videos

100 reasons
why Army
is the best

TOWARDS the end of the second half of
the Century of Army video boxed set an
Army Training Regiment major passes on
to his spruce young recruits a rarely
challenged claim.

“The British Army is the best army in the
world,” he declares, “because it has the
best trained soldiers in the world.”

There is no reason why his statement
should be challenged. As we are remind-
ed in this “newsreel history”, since the
Boer War the Army has had 100 years of
hard experience to learn some difficult
lessons well and with great courage and
sacrifice, as on the Western Front, at Dun-
kirk, Dieppe, Normandy, Anzio, Arnhem,
Suez and, crucially, in Northern Ireland.

It has also had the kind of wide-ranging
experience — the Western Desert, Burma,
Malaya, Aden, Cyprus, the Falklands, the
Gulf and the Balkans — to enable it to fight
the battles and keep the peace anywhere
in the world, in any conditions.

SEAMLESS

Bryan Wolfe’s lucid script and Robert
Powell's smoothly modulated and
seamless narration turn film and video
footage of inevitably inconsistent quality
and sometimes disproportionate length —
less than a minute to cover 30 years in
Northern Ireland - into a concise overview
of events which also serves to capture the
spirit of the Army's century.

It would be dishonest to argue per-
fection and there are other faux pas, but
only in detail. See if you can spot them.

The set, commissioned by W H Smith
as part of a series of nine including the
Royal Navy, RAF and Sport, was
produced by Leading Edge for Green
Umbrella and retails at £19.99 (Soldier
reader offer, Page 26).

Other releases:

Forgotten Men. A real scoop for military
history buffs — rediscovered 1934 film on
the First World War, introduced by
Gallipoli commander Gen Sir lan Hamilton
and featuring interviews with many
Western Front veterans as well as
uncensored combat footage. (DD Video,
£12.99.)

World in Flames. Comprehensive film
history of the Second World War. (WH
Smith, DD Video, £19.99.)

The World War Two Collection. Series of
16 bargain-priced titles covering the war,
including D-Day Eyewitness, Desert
Victoryand Burma Victory. (DD Video,
£10.99 each.)

The True Glory. Footage shot by 700
Allied combat cameramen (32 of whom
died in action) from D-Day onwards. (DD
Video, £10.99.)
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Challenger tanks,
inside and out

INTRODUCED in the early
1980s, the Challenger main battle
tank had its finest hour — or 100

CHALLENGER
SQUADRON

hours, to be precise —
during the 1991 Gulf
War, destroying a
considerable quantity
of Iragi armour, and
has also played a
significant role with
Nato in the former
Yugoslavia. With
Challenger 2 now
establishing itself in
service, military
photographer and historian
Simon Dunstan has woven an
authoritative text around almost
100 internal and external, static
and operational colour pictures of
both versions in Challenger
Squadron (The Crowood Press,
paperback, £10.95).

Irish who supported
Britain’s war effort

HOW many Irish men and women
served in the British forces, 1939-
457 Contemporary newspaper
figures ranged from
150,000 to 300,000.
Searching for the
answer, Richard

Ll Doherty found that
more than 98,000
served in the Army
alone. The 320 pages
of Irish Men and

i Women in the
Second World War

| (Four Courts Press,
Dublin, £19.95) were
not enough to describe such a rich
pageant of groups and individuals,
S0 a companion volume will
include the experiences of the
Irish serving with Commonwealth
and US forces.

Over the top and

into oblivion

ESTATE workers from Sandring-
ham sent to Gallipoli in 1915,
King George V's Own Volunteer
Company of the 5th
Norfolks advanced
from their trenches
one day and simply
vanished. Now Nigel
McCrery's readable
story of their fate, All
the King's Men
(Pocket Books,
£6.99), is reissued
as a 125-page
paperback to
coincide with the TV
production starring David Jason.
The narrative is packed with
personal detail but lacks the
warmth to bring the soldiers to
life, so that when they disappear
you find yourself saying: “So did
millions of others.”

‘Sporting war’

myth exposed

AS IF the people of Lady-
smith during the famous siege
were not having enough of the
sound of artillery, a century
ago, on November 9, 1899, a
21-gun salute was fired to cel-
ebrate the Prince of Wales’s
birthday.

On the same day, Lewis
Childs tells us in Ladvsmith:
The Siege, the Boers asked the
British for chlorodyne to treat
dysentery — and were given it.

Days later the Gordon High-
landers were playing football
against the Border Mounted
Rifles when a shell passed
overhead. The game went on,
the shelling ceased and the
Boers were seen on their para-
pet watching the match.

As with the Christmas truce
of 1914, when British and
German soldiers on the West-
ern Front played football in
no man’s land, chivalrous
incidents were apparently rare
and the impression of a “gen-
tleman’s” war an illusion.

Ladysmith’s siege popula-
tion, described in the discrim-
inatory statistics of the time as
consisting of “12,500 officers
and men . . . locked up along
with 5,400 civilians and 2,400
Blacks and Indians™ (the last

Ladysmith: The Siege by Lewis
Childs (Leo Cooper, paperback,
£9.95). The Boer War by Tabitha
Jackson (Channel 4 Books,
£16.99).

grouping, writes Childs, pre-
sumably not counting as Ser-
vicemen or civilians) was
destined to endure nearly four
months of bombardment.

As the author puts it, “it
seems strange that even in this
war when there were so many
uses and abuses of the conven-
tions of chivalry, the Boers
found the shelling of civilians
to be acceptable.

“But then, later in the war,
the British hierarchy did not
believe that conditions in con-
centration camps were as ter-
rible as they had allowed them
to be.”

The siege began on Novem-
ber 2, 1899. When Buller’s
relief force entered the town
the following February he
found just four days’ food
rations left and 800 sick and
wounded.

The myth of the “gentle-
man’s war~ is blown away by
Tabitha Jackson in The Boer
War, published to accompany
the recent Channel 4 TV

series. She unearthed many
unpublished photographs, let-
ters, diaries and eye-witness
accounts, including those of
black South Africans, and
exposed acts of barbarism on
both sides which today would
be termed war crimes.

She describes not only the
manner in which the British
failed their black soldiers and
communities who were active
against the Boers, but also the
burning of more than 30,000
Boer farms, the looting, the
rapes, and the destruction of
crops and livestock.

In the concentration camps
(invented not by the British
but by the Spanish during the
Cuban insurrection of 1897-
98, when the system resulted
in 200,000 deaths), almost
28,000 Boers are said to have
perished, 22,000 under the
age of 16, while 14,000 black
South Africans died in the 60
British camps allotted to them.

Jackson describes atrocities
committed by the Boers. But
for the sake of perspective it
has to be said that, in the jin-
goistic mood of 100 years ago,
attitudes to actions which
would now be judged horrific
were very different. — BJ

The Territorial Army 1999, Vol
1 compiled and edited by M A
Heyman. A comprehensive and
heavily illustrated snapshot of
the TA before the changes under
the Strategic Defence Review.
This first volume covers the
Yeomanry, Infantry, RA and
AAC. Available to Soldier
readers at £22.50, p&p free from
R & F Defence Publications,
Barkers Chambers, 1-2 Barker
Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.

All books mentioned on these
pages are available from Helion &
Company, who can also supply
14,500 in-print military books and
operate a free professional mili-
tary booksearch.

Helion & Company, 26 Willow

Why the Germans Lose at War
by Kenneth Macksey. Analysis of
flawed briliance, originally
published in 1996. (Greenhill
Military Paperback, £11.95.)

Gunner Green's War (1938-
1946) by L J Green. A story rich
with squaddie humour, which
follows Les “Dodger” Green's
war from Tobruk to the occupation
of Germany. (Pentland Press,
hardback, £19.50.)

Soldier ordering service

Road, Solihull, West Midlands
B91 1UE, England (tel 0121 705
3393; fax 0121 711 1315).
E-mail address:
books @ helion.co.uk
Website:
http://www.helion.co.uk

Pegasus Bridge: Merville
Battery by Carl Shilleto. The
story of the attack told with the
help of many personal accounts
and many illustrations. Latest
in the Battleground Europe
series. (Pen & Sword Books,
£9.95.) ”

Dictionary of Napoleonic Wars
by Stephen Pope. Blockbusting
569-page guide to two decades
of Napoleonic warfare. (Cassell
Military, hardback, £35.)

The Heat of Battle: 16th
Durham Light Infantry by Peter
Hart. Latest in the Pen & Sword
Regimental Action series based
on the Imperial War Museum’s
unparalleled sound archive.
(Hardback, £19.95.)
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More, please: Detail from the cover of The Irish Regiments 1683-1999, one of many excellent pictures

Humour in uniform

WHAT a pleasure it is to
review the second edition of
this standard work on the Irish
regiments.

Brig Henry Wilson’s revi-
sion of R G Harris’s book
retains the style of the original
while updating it to take
account of amalgamations
and developments since the
fall of the Berlin Wall.

The enthusiasm, humour
and resilience of Irish troops
shines through in the light
touch of the text and the mar-
vellous range and variety of
illustrations.

The illustrations are one of
the book’s greatest strengths.
Photographs, paintings and
drawings, they are so numer-
ous and well chosen that they
bring life to the history of
every regiment, though only a
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The Irish Regiments 1683-1999
by R G Harris, revised by BrigH R
G Wilson (Spellmount, £29.95).

few pages of text is devoted to
each.

Indeed, one is left wishing
that there were even more
illustrations, and in a bigger
and clearer format — but that
would be prohibitively expen-
sive.

It would also be good to
include in a future edition a
brief record of the early Irish
regiments which transferred
to the French Service in 1690
(and in at least one case briefly
re-entered the British Service

Review by Brig Sebastian
Roberts, Director of Corpo-

" rate Communications (Army)

after the French Revolution).
Currently there is just a tanta-
lising footnote.

The great thing is that one is
left wanting more — and to this
end a fuller bibliography
would be welcome.

In his original introduction,
R G Harris wrote: “It is my
hope that by the inclusion of
anecdotal material, uniform
notes and with some emphasis
on bands and pipers, that a
little more than just the
abridged story of a regiment
may emerge.

“It would also be nice to
think that here and there the
Irish character appears, with
possibly a gleam of Irish
humour showing through.”

R G Harris and Henry
Wilson have certainly
achieved their aim.

More anecdotage
in aid of the ABF

ANYONE looking for an
inexpensive Christmas stocking-
filler would do well to consider

The Orderly THE
Sergeant, retired ORDERLY
brigadier Charles SERGEANT <™

Millman'’s latest set of
light-hearted career
reminiscences. The
96-page paperback,
which will strike a
chord with many who
served from 1948
onwards, costs £4.99
(postage 42p UK, £1.60
overseas) and a donation from
the proceeds will go to the Army
Benevolent Fund. The last book
raised £2,400 for charity. Money
with orders to The Press on the
Lake (to which cheques are
payable), Stonar, Sandwich,
Kent CT13 9ND.

Impressive start to

new warfare series

CHARLES Messenger's The
Second World War in the West,
one of the first of Cassell's
attractive new 24- >
volume History of
Warfare series edited |
by John Keegan, is
well laid out, with
excellent illustrations
and a lucid text. It is
particularly good on
the political strategic
ebb and flow and
land warfare
development at the tactical level.
There is little discussion of other
aspects, such as naval, air and
special operations. Jeremy
Black's Warfare in the
Eighteenth Century and
Gunther Rothenberg's The
Napoleonic Wars maintain the
impressive quality. £20 each.

Will we ever say
goodbye Gurkhas?

IN THE words of the admirable
Gurkha Welfare Trust, if there
was a minute's silence for every
Gurkha casualty from
the Second World
War alone, we would
have to keep quiet for
two weeks. In The
Gurkhas (Headline,
£17.99), John Parker
reviews the proud
history of these
fighting men,
addresses their ever-
topical social issues
and poses the prospect of a
British Army without them. He
claims that a Soldier feature in
1982 about their lethal battlefield
skills helped shorten the
Falklands War by striking fear
into the Argentine Army.




Mailbag

Too free with
the red beret

| AM serving a six-month tour in Kosovo
and learned that the new 16 Air Assault
Brigade will be wearing the red beret,
which | think is wrong. Paras have to do
the gruelling P Company course to quali-
fy for it. The beret is recognised all over
the world as belonging to an élite, but
now it is being handed out to anyone.
How would Royal Marines feel if the
Admiralty handed out green berets, also
respected throughout the world, to the
ships that supported them during armed
conflict? — Spr J D Hart, 32 HQ Sqgn (Sigs).
38 Engr Regt, 19 Mech Bde, Op Agricola.

Loggies sustained
the lot of them . ..

| AGREE with the D Squadron KRH sol-
dier (Sept) who said the Paras were not
the only troops in Kosovo. The fact is that
23 Brigade Support Squadron RLC,
which deployed in February after only
four months back from Bosnia, sustained
the 4 Armoured Brigade battle group as
well as 101 Brigade and 4 Airborne
Brigade and units from other KFOR
nations requiring water, fuel and rations.

All this as well as supplying water and
fuel to local communities in Macedonia
and Kosovo. The young men and women
in the squadron kept their enthusiasm
and positive attitude to ensure the KRH
and Irish Guards were able to get into
Pristina on time, and they continued to
provide until they departed on September
5. Without them no one would have got
anywhere. — SSgt (name and address sup-
plied).

Recruiter's role is
to assess, advise

IT is commendable that J Ashman (Aug)
is promoting his former regiment by
introducing potential recruits. However,
he mentions that he has fallen foul of
some recruiting offices.

All potential recruits must, at some
stage, go to an AFCO or ACIO where they
will be assessed for suitability by a
trained recruiter. Only a trained recruiter
with years of military experience and an
intense five-week course at the Army
School of Recruiting may assess for suit-
ability.

It is not the job of a recruiting sergeant
to allocate a potential recruit to a specif-
ic unit, but rather to advise the individual
on what career options are open to him
or her. For example, an applicant with
good GCSE results may be suited to a
technical trade. Applicants with A-levels
would be advised to consider officer
entry, and so on.

Keep up the good work, Mr Ashman,
but be aware that many factors are taken
into consideration as we assess a poten-
tial recruit for a suitable job. — S Cameron,
Sergeant Recruiter, AFCO Leeds.

What's for breakfast when
PAYD goes on the table?

AS a mother of four young children, I
relish the arrival of Pay-As-You-Dine
(PAYD).

My married life has been spent scan-
ning supermarkets for bargains so I can
put decent meals on the table.
At the same time I have had to
listen to countless “whingeing
singlies” moaning about the
standard of their three daily meals, all for
£2.18 a day, of which £1.54 goes towards
the food.

For my family of six this would equate
to a monthly food bill of less than £290,
something I could achieve only with the
help of Jesus and a few loaves and fishes.

Although they don’t know it yet, the

Prize letter 5
1er —

single soldier will curse the day PAYD is
introduced and they see the reality of their
monthly beer money disappearing in spi-
ralling meal costs.
I may be too late, but I have a sugges-
tion that may be of benefit to
the Army and the single sol-
get rid of the cooked

breakfast. After all, the wvast
majority of the country goes to work on a
slice of toast or a bowl of cereal.

It’s good to see the Army is responding
to the voice of single soldiers and provid-
ing what they want — PAYD - although
personally I don’t think it is the right solu-
tion. — Cpl P J McFarlane, 1 WFR
LAD REME, Tidworth.

FURTHER to my letter about PAYD
(“We rejected hash for cash”, Aug), I have
remembered a third reason for the Army
[following a 1970 feasibility study] coming
down very firmly against getting soldiers
to pay for their meals.

Logic dictated that once you estab-
lished the principle, the next step would

lead to the soldier paying for food actual-
ly eaten. You could not, in fairness, make
a soldier who ate only cornflakes pay the
same as his mate who consumed a full
English breakfast. The caterer would have
to price every dish, leading to an unac-
ceptable administrative burden. — Lt Col
(Retd) P A Winter, Alcester, Warks.

Joint Para-RM force could
adopt the winged dagger

IN Vox pop (Sept), Soldier raised the issue
of Paras losing the famous Pegasus
emblem. Of the people questioned, only
one was of officer status and the views of
the Army’s middle management at WO-
SNCO level were not represented.

It is felt that the Paras need to be mod-
ernised and if this means the loss of the
famous emblem, so be it. After all, their
peacetime role is the same as many other
regiments, including my own.

I am not ignorant to the fact that the
Para selection course is exceptionally
hard and personnel who have completed
it wear their wings with pride. However,
all the furore about the loss of the Pegasus
is over the top.

I feel that now is the correct time to
streamline the Army and guide it towards
the challenging roles it will face in the
furure.

Having discussed this subject at length
with my peer group, I feel the amalgama-
tion of the Royal Marines and The Para-
chute Regiment would create a force with
dual employability . . . a force to be reck-
oned with in the new millennium. And for
the insignia of the joint Para-Marines,
how about a winged dagger badge. —
WO1 (RSM) ] A M Hood, 22nd Regi-
ment RA, Gainsborough.

WITH reference to the controversy over
the Paras losing their Pegasus badge, I
agree it is a shame to see heritage disap-
pear. However, 1 disagree with many
changes that have taken place in our
Armed Forces . . . perhaps because I'm of
the old breed and coming to the end of a
full career.

I think I know a way to save the Pegasus
without affecting the identity of the new
air assault brigade. Has anyone thought
about replacing the new brigade’s collar
dogs (badges) on No 2 or No 1 dress uni-
form with the Pegasus badge, thereby
saving the famous emblem and allowing
the changes in the brigade’s identity to go
ahead? — Cpl A R George, 1 RRW.

Great service for veterans

I would like to express, through your
magazine, my thanks to the Veterans’
Advice Unit. I’ve availed myself of the
service on two occasions and both times
they’ve sorted out my queries quickly and
courteously. A most excellent service. —
Charles Caldow, Guildford.

® We are happy to give Mr Caldow’s appre-
ciation a wider audience. The VAU can be con-
tacted on 08456 020302. — Editor
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High up in Stirling |
Castle, left, gate- |
way to the High- |
lands, a few men of the Argyll and |
| Sutherland Highlanders sleep in |
the parliamentary building erect- |
ed by James lll of Scotland over |
g 400 years ago. Once a garrison of
several hundred held the keys to
g the Forth crossing, now a depot
%4 | party keeps the old stones warm. |
AT RO ST el A pe

| ZZ3YEARS AGO|

| From Soldier, Flashpoint eye-wit-
Nov 1974 ness: “l saw two
squadrons of Turk-
ish tanks with APCs drawn up in |
battle formation in a shallow |
| valley. Lt Col lan Cartwright, CO 3
| RRF ... met the unit commander.
After pointing out how close the
tanks were to the British base, |
the formation left. Smoke from
Famagusta formed a backdrop.”

| From Soldier,
Nov 1949

Time for another
bar to the GSM

FURTHER to the letters and enquiries
you have received on the subject of a
medal for service in former Yugoslavia, I
would like to make a suggestion. If a
medal is not in the pipeline, would it not
make more sense to add another bar to
the Campaign Service Medal 1962 to
cover deployments to the Balkans theatre?

As an avid historian and collector of
British campaign medals (to the King’s
Own Scottish Borderers), I would rather
see a soldier wear a medal which is named
to the recipient than unnamed versions

such as the UN and Nato medals. I've got
absolutely nothing against soldiers who
have served in a theatre which entitles
them to such medals, but the fact that
most medal dealers quite openly advertise
them in their lists for berween £10 and
£12 slightly undermines the true nature
of such issues.

Is it not about time another bar was
issued for the GSM, last given in 1991 for
service in Northern Iraq and Southern
Turkev? — Sgt G O’Neill, KOSB, ACIO
Hamilton, Southclyde.

Long service unrewarded by medal

AS a warrant officer I am disgusted with
what appears to be double standards. Back
in 1980 as a young lance corporal I was
convicted in a military court of drink-dri-
ving. Recently I put in a plea of mitigation
and asked to be honoured with the Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal, but my
reporting officer was advised not to submit
my plea due to the nature of my offence.
The LS and GC is awarded after 15

years’ unblemished service and to date I
have completed 19 years’ unblemished
since the offence. Yet Tony Adams, the
England and Arsenal footballer, was
awarded an MBE not that long after serv-
ing a custodial sentence for an offence of
the same nature as mine. Double stan-
dards or what? I now feel the LS and GC is
worthless. — WO2 R Murhy, 26 Cadet
Training Team, Manchester.

SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether you are an officer or other
rank; serving or civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep
them brief and to the point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if they
| are handwritten, please put names, addresses and in block capitals (not necessarily

for publication). A prize from the Soldier gift collection will be awarded each month if we judge that a
letter, serious or humorous, merits it. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor,
who reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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Uncomplaining TA

HOWARD Robson (“TA has more to offer
than pay rewards”, July) has misunder-
stood me . . . | was not complaining about
pay. | did state it would be nice to receive
something at the end of 22 years, but my
main point was that people should stop
knocking the TA soldier. Most Regular
battalions would be grateful to have them.
— Capt Michael Blake, 4 RGJ, London.

PS -1 did invest my bounty over the last
21 years — my wife had it.

AS a permanent staff instructor with the
TA | agree with Capt Timer (“It all adds
up”, Aug). No one has picked up on the
TA bounty. Capt Blake (“Terrier gives up a
lot to serve”, June), has presumably been
a captain for the last three or four years of
his 22, so using Capt Timer’s calculations,
Capt Blake has earned: Daily rate of pay
£68.17 x 12 (days) x 3 (years) = £2,454.12.
Add 14 (days at camp) x 3 (years) =
£2,863.14. Total pay over three years =
£8,467.26. Add three years' bounty of
£3,150 = £8,467.26 in total, not bad for
what most people class a hobby. Over 22
years, Capt Blake could have earned
£23,800 tax free. If he had wanted a nice
hand-out or pension he should have
joined the Regulars. - WO2 (PSI) G Bates.

| WAS disgusted at how Capt Timer (Aug)
tried to belittle the TA soldier’s dedication.
| never thought of a big hand-out, but |
would like to see something from a grate-
ful nation. In 30 years I've only known one
MBE in the battalion in which | served,
and of five Jubilee Medals allocated to my
unit in 1977, four went to Regulars serving
with us. A friend once worked out a Regu-
lar’s annual attendance in this way: 365
days minus 6 weeks’ leave, 26 sport after-
noons, seven day's Easter break, five
bank holidays, five long weekends, 26
weekends, ten days at Christmas and 14
days of adventurous training, leaving a
grand total of 189. Over 22 years, that
adds up to 11.39 working years, which
should quell ideas that they are over-
worked. | think anyone who gives up 22
years with the wife and kids should get
something, and | suggest one day’s pay at
his highest rank per month for life. - WO2
J P Bright, Sittingbourne, Kent.

Framed, by 10 Para

WHO is responsible for choosing the
photo (Pages 8-9, Aug) of the disband-
ment of 10 Para (V)? | was privileged to
command the old comrades’ detachment
and | cannot understand why a publica-
tion known for the quality of its pho-
tographs has published such a
ridiculous effort, in my view an insult to
the battalion. We are angry at what many
of us feel was the unnecessary disband-
ing of this fine parachute infantry unit.
Media Ops (V) had better look to their
laurels or their days could be numbered.
—Maj N J McKay, Westerham, Kent.

@ The photograph, which we considered
unusual and worthy of publication, was sup-
plied by the battalion. — Editor
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The regular feature in which we ask
soldiers for their views on an issue

Setting
standards

A recent letter to The Times noted that
Britain's Armed Forces, which enjoy a high
reputation, continually have to change their
standards to match those of the civilian sector.
Was it not time, the correspondent asked, to
try it the other way round? We spoke to
soldiers at the British Army Training Unit,
Suffield (BATUS) in Canada for heir views.

Tpr Alastair Davis,

2 RTR

Some of our rules,
particularly on
discipline, would be
good for the public,
but there would not be
the manpower to
support or police
them. Because of the
lack of discipline in society, many of our
new recruits find it hard to accept our
standards when they join up.

Padre Mark
Christian, 2 RTR
The British Army runs
on a tried and tested
method that has
evolved over the years
to form the best army
in the world. What
drives the Army is
community and
comradeship. Soldiers don't die for Queen
and country, they die for their mates. That
sense of community is lacking in the outside
world.

Cpl Alan Walker,
(RAMC attached

2 RTR)

Civilians don’t have
the camaraderie that
we have in the Army -
it's why | joined. That
part of the Army
system would
undoubtedly do civilians a lot of good.

/

Gdsm Lee Davis,

3 Coy, 1 WG
Discipline seems to be
breaking down in
society and some of the
rules and enforcement
we have in the Army
would do it good. Some
of the old standards
should return.

Tpr Trevor
Hopkins, 2 RTR
The code of
discipline is
something we have
to accept; it is part of
the job and it would
be difficult to impose
it on civilians. But
society would be better for it.

Capt Kath Hurley,
42 AEC

Because of the job it
does, the Army should
not relax its disciplinary
rules but should be
open-minded about
policy. Some changes
here have been
positive. | think the
Army’s zero tolerance policy on adultery
would do the public some good.

Cpl Gary Palmer,
2RTR

When | joined the
Army, we already had
an element of respect
for rules and
authority within us
from school. When
new boys come in

COMING SOON

A small team of British Army instructors is
helping a former member nation of the Soviet
Union to turn out a new generation of
military leaders. The defence academy at
Vilnius is Lithuania’s equivalent of Sandhurst

Interviews: Ray Routledge Pictures: Steve Dock

Up to standard: British soldiers have earned worldwide respect

now, discipline is something new to them.
Society should be harder on offenders
and criminals. They should be tougher in
schools.

CSM Terry Harman,
3 Coy, 1 WG
Civilians feel that equal
opportunities are a
problem for the Army.

| feel it has never been
an issue. Everyone in
my regiment is a Welsh
Guardsman no matter
what their background.

| think society should use the Army as an
example of how equal opportunities works.

Cpl Craig Arnold, 2 RTR

Civilians have the perception that we are
a bunch of bullies in
the Army and so they
have forced
unnecessary rules on
us. Our discipline has
become softer
because of that and
it's not good for the
Army. Society should
take our rules and
enforcement, not
make us do what they do — pander to the
weakest all the time.

Gdsm Mark
Kristiansen,

3 Coy, 1 WG

The Army does not
tolerate illegal drug use
yet it seems to me
society panders-to
users, giving them
needles and so on.

| feel they should be less tolerant.

Also:

Inside Britain’s
deadliest room.
Report and
pictures from
Porton Down
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VOLVO

BRITISH MILITARY SALES

SURPRISINGLY,
THIS VOLVO IS WITHIN
YOUR REACH.

THE VOLVO S40 1.6 XS FROM £10,985" OR £203 PER MONTH

Whichever way you look at it, the new Volvo $40 1.6 XS is surprisingly affordable. Especially when you consider it comes with Alloy wheels, CD player,

air conditioning and alarm all fitted as standard. Add to this Volvos tailored military finance package with

APR FROM JUST 9.3%

and we think you'll agree, it brings Volvo quality, safety and comfort closer than you ever thought possible.

WWWVOLVO.COM VC(4TDSUK@MEMOVOLVO.SE

If you are posted overseas and are elligible to purchase a tax free car, complete and return the coupon below for a comprehensive information pack with
details on Volvo's special HM Forces Tax Free Prices, Volvo low-rate finance, top part-exchange price and our world-wide delivery options.

For immediate expert assistance, call our UK sales hotline on on +44 1707 262388:

VOLVO

British Military Sales

*Recommended British Military Sales price Volvo S40 1.6 XS, excludes delivery. Price correct at time of going to print.
Repayments of £203 per month assume initial deposit of 10% and 60 monthly repayments at 9.5% APR.

Title) e cecrerersnerescnsesrenssnssne e IS e SUrNAME;,
Vo s [0 P e e L I

Post Code; .Tel No;

Other models of interest = creeeeneneene APProx. Delivery Date;

Volvo Car UK Ltd, British Military Sales, Freepost 30, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7BR England.

Tel: 01707 262388, Fax: 01707 261712, E-Mail: vcc4.tdsuk@memo.volvo.se British Military Soles




Reach for new heights with
sour Datta Services

The sky's-the-limit, in terms of speed and flexibility, now that INCA have set new high
standards with a fully integrated Data Service.

In partnership with DCSA, INCA is enhancing operational effectiveness by
linking DFTS users in a resilient and cost effective way. ]

The LAN Interconnect Service provides a flexible and feature ‘
rich service specifically designed to handle LAN based IT systems E
and Intranet applications in two separate security domai

The Packet Switched Service offers X.25 Gf! -
Frame Relay protocols for wide area connectivity to a
range of information systems. In addition, the
Point-to-Point Service provides a permanent
voice, data and video link between any two
user points within the UK.

Common to all three data
Services is INCA's commitment to
provide a 24 hour management
and maintenance Service to
guarantee information transfer
365 days a year.

When added to the other

DFTS Services, INCA is
ensuring that our Defence
Forces are always one
step ahead in terms of
communication power.

That's the spirit of INCA

For more information call the

DFTS Helpdesk on 0800 731 4122

INNC O

Designed to deliver DFTS

o

INCA is a trade mark of British Telecommunications plc'for DFTS






