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Celebrate 2 years

o« SOLDIER

COLLECT THIS HISTORIC REPRINT

To mark the 50th anniversary of SOLDIER this year
we have commissioned a limited reprint of the first
issue, dated March 19, 1945.

You can order your own copy of this historic magazine
now — for despatch in the week beginning March 6.
The cost is just £1.50*, plus 50p postage and packing.

o4

AND THIS SELECTION OF
FRONT-COVER POSTCARDS

Twenty SOLDIER artwork front covers
reflecting Army life from the late 1940s to the
C | *| mid-1960s have been reproduced in a full-colour
— book of souvenir postcards.

They will make an amusing and prized addition
to any collection of military memorabilia — or
you can just post them to your friends!

Price: £3* plus 50p postage and packing.

SAVE £1 BY ORDERING THE REPRINT
AND THE POSTCARD COLLECTION.
Purchase the reprint issue and the postcard
book and we'll pay the postage! Make your
cheque/PO for £4.50* per set pavable to
Soldier.

IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO CUT f
- & YOUR MAGAZINE SEND YOUR |
R A RN AT T T O : DETAILS ON A PIECE OF PAPER |
Watne (block coplepleRgel .. . i e B

e
-
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I wish to order the following:
............... reprint issue(s) @ £2.00 inc p&p. ..................... souvenir postcard collection(s) @ £3.50 inc p&p

eeeeneeeen. TEPIiNt issue and postcard collection(s) @ £4.50 post free
Europe reprint £2.40 postcard £3.95 set £6.20

OVERSEAS RATES Elsewhere reprint £3.60 postcard £4.70 set £7.00
I enclose my cheque/PO in £ sterling only for £...........ooounnnn. payable to Soldier.

Return to: Soldier Magazine, Reprint/Souvenir Postcard Collection, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.
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OUR ROYAL FIRST

F -y

Pictures: Imperial War Museum

WHEN the King and Queen visit-
ed No 1 Army Motor Training
Transport Centre ATS in the
South of England in the spring
of 1945, one of the denim-clad
girls they saw with her head
under the bonnet of a truck was
18-year-old Second Subaltern
Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Wind-
sor, the Heir to the Throne. The
Queen was told by the Comman-

dant: “The Princess is an excel-
lent and considerate driver.”
Princess Elizabeth, who took
the course as part of her training
to be an ATS officer, passed out
as a fully qualified and compe-
tent driver.

These photographs, the first
Royal pictures to appear in Sol-
dier, were published in the fifth
issue of the magazine.

- SOLDIER
MAGAZINE

YEARS ON

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

6th February, 1995.

In March 1945, as the Second World War was drawing to its close, Field Marshal Montgomery
launched Soldier magazine for the men and women of the British Liberation Army in Europe.
It soon became the magazine for the British Army as a whole, and for half a century has reported the
nation’s military achievements in peace and war to a worldwide readership of soldiers and civilians.

I'have long been a regular reader of Soldier, and have always found it both interesting and

informative. It gives me great pleasure, in this 50th Anniversary edition, to send my congratulations
to the many contributors to Soldier, past and present, and my good wishes to all its loyal readers.

ELIZABETH R




A NEW CAR Tax Paid

AT TAX FREE DISCOUNTS

Natocars are renowned for the generous
discounts given to entitled personnel for

Tax Free car purchase.

NOW, MANY OF THESE DISCOUNTS
ARE AVAILABLE FOR PERMANENT
U.K. USE!

Natocars have negotiated a pricing
structure with their manufacturers that is
lower than that used by conventional U.K.
dealers, giving Tax Paid savings of up to

19% on a full UK. specification vehicle.

Some savings are also available to past

army members.

There is a choice of over 700 models from
Audi, Ford, Hyundai,

Mercedes,

Land Rover,

Peugeot, Rover, Vauxhall,
Volvo and Volkswagen, and many models

have additional special offer discounts.

You can part exchange your car, even if you
are away (we value by post and collect);
enjoy a lower monthly payment finance

plan with repayment protection; receive an

extra insurance discount; re-establish your
lapsed no claims bonus, and have your new
car ready to drive away from your home,

base or U.K. arrival point.

Everything can be conducted with complete
confidence through Natocars’ telephone,
postal and fax service, perfected by more
than 27 years' experience.

Full details are contained in the new
Natocars Guide to Car Buying, sent free

together with your choice of car brochures.

‘ " NATOCARS

W A Rewarding Experience B

Telephone - 01278 455555 « Fax: 01278 450396 or post the coupon to:-
Natocars Ltd., Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, England. TA6 4DG.

e o i o o v s e i i s e et
| Please send the NEW Natocars Buying and Price Guide, car brochures of my choice, plus other information as shown M SOUTENE
Title: itials: = - - - :
—Inliels Tax Free Cars 1 | am particularly interested in: Make / Model
Surname: ; i : == = i
| Address: el Tax Paid Cars | | 21 S AL T RO WL

Part Exchange | |

I = — UsedCars ik S
I Finance Plans | |

Tel. - work:
home:

NATOCARS

Car Insurance | |
Anticipated delivery date: - Car Deposit | | WYLDS RD-BRIDGWATER-SOMERSET-TA64DG.
| For use in (Country): # Tel:01278455555-Fax: 01278450396

~ Savings Plan
| < @ 2. ﬂAudi &3 VOLVO

VOLKSWAGEN VAUXHALL PEUGEOT MERCEDES-BENZ

B — — — — — — — — — e
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set for
Angola
mission

BRITISH support troops are
expected to deploy to Angola
next month on Operation
Chantress.

As part of a United Nations
Angola Verification Mission
(UNAVM) they would moni-
tor the cease-fire between
forces of the the Popular Liber-
ation Front of Angola (MPLA)
and the National Front for the
Total Liberation of Angola
(UNITA).

The British formation would
be based on 9 Supply Regi-
ment RLLC from Hullavington.
Details, however, will not be
confirmed until a reconnais-
sance by 25 key personnel,
who flew out on February 28,
has been completed.

The force is expected to
include elements from 17 Port
and Maritime Regiment, 27
Regt RLC, 29 Regt RLC, 20
Fd Sgn RE, 33 Engr Regt
(EOD), 30 Sig Regt and 8 Fd
Wksp, with a Welsh Guards
detachment for local defence.

“The UK has been asked to
provide a self-supporting for-
mation of 600 for three months
from April,” said Lt Col Harry

Checking one of their laundry skids destined for Angola are members of 91 Supply Squadron’s Bath and
Laundry Troop, who provide an important element in the health and morale of soldiers on deployment

O’Hare, CO 9 Supply Regt
and commander of the force.
The regiment was formed
two years ago for logistic force
projection with just this kind of
deployment in mind. Its task is
expected to be to provide logis-
tic infrastructure for six or
seven battalions from other
countries. Air resupply and
port operations would form a
major part of the operation.
Once the recce has been
completed, a training pro-
gramme will begin. Individual

training is already going on at
earmarked units.

Troops can expect to carry
out the kind of work they have
done in Bosnia, under condi-
tions experienced in Rwanda.
Some soldiers have been on
both these operations.

If the recce proves the opera-
tion feasible, the force would
provide logistic support for the
UN force and the British con-
tingent by establishing a base
at the port of Lobito and
detachments elsewhere, incl-

Gurkha sappers rebuild drug unit

GURKHA sappers based in
Hong Kong have extended and
refurbished a drug rehabilita-
tion unit on a remote island in
Sai Kung country park.

In one of the biggest com-
munity relations projects to be
undertaken by Hong Kong
Garrison this year, members of
C Troop, 67 Gurkha Indepen-

dent Field Squadron, The
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers,
built two accommodation

blocks for Operation Dawn, an
international charity.

For two weeks, Wessex heli-
copters of No 28 (AC)
Squadron based at RAF Sek
Kong made up to 15 daily
shuttles to fly in underslung

loads of construction materials
and rations.

Maj Alistair Sheppard, OC
67 Gurkha Ind Fd Sqgn, said:
“This is exactly the type of
work the Gurkhas do as part of
their training. What we are
doing at Town Island is what
we are expected to do in a mil-
itary situation.”

uding Luanda, the capital. A
primary task for the sappers
will be to provide clean water
for UN troops.

“But the main problem will
be mines, up to 20 million of
them,” said Maj Chris Rose,
OC 20 Fd Sqn.

He hopes to take an EOD
sub unit to identify mines and
clear areas which affect UN
troops.

This will be the third
UNAVM deployment. Hostili-
ties officially ended in Novem-
ber, but it was not until
February that fighting qui-
etened sufficiently for the UN
to consider sending in soldiers
without a significant danger of
them being caught in crossfire.

There has been fighting
since 1961 and banditry is a
more serious problem than in
Bosnia, but the force does not
expect to be targeted as it col-
lects weapons and establishes
conditions for peace and sub-
sequent elections.

i

Picture: Mike Perring
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NO further merging of Scottish
regiments is planned, Armed
Forces Minister Nicholas Soames
told the Commons during the
Army debate on February 23.

Paying tribute to the support
given to British troops serving
with the United Nations in former
Yugoslavia, he said: “The logis-
tics operation in Bosnia has been
a brilliant success and the Royal
Logistic Corps deserves the
greatest praise and credit.”

He also singled out the Royal
Signals and REME.

Referring to a Sunday Express
article on the future of the Infantry
(see Page 11), Mr Soames said
the suggestion that the regimen-
tal system was under threat

was nonsense. ‘It
is quite untrue,” he
told Opposition
defence  spokes-
man Dr John Reid.
Mr Robert Key
said he had learned

into the police nation-
al computer.

Mr Key also raised
the question of civil
rights of Service
communities threat-
ened by civilian activ-

from MoD that it A Summary of Defence jjios He said the

had 109.279 vehi- topics from Westminster

cles and 246,926 personnel, a

ratio which raised serious issues -

about procurement of vehicles
and the way in which they
were maintained, registered and
used.

He said the registration of mili-
tary vehicles was arcane and that
it might be time for it to be amal-
gamated with the Driver and Vehi-
cle Licensing Agency and linked

Department of
Transport was proposing to build
a dual carriageway within 100m
of married quarters at Larkhill.

“l hope very much that it will not
be a case of ‘Oh, they are only
soldiers’ married quarters, so we
need not pay attention to their
concerns’ in  circumstances
where, | suggest, a road simply
would not be considered if it were
to affect one of the villages that

‘No more cuts in Scottish regiments '

we have the honour to represent.”

Pracurement Minister Roger
Freeman confirmed tha} deliver-
ies of AS90 would be completed
this year and that testing of the
Rapier missile system would con-
tinue at Benbecula.

e e o

A war pension award has been
made in one case for a condition
related to immunisation pro-
grammes carried out on Service
personne! during the Gulf War,
Social Security Junior Minister
James Arbuthnot said in a written
answer on February 24.

In another written answer Mr
Soames said an estimated 7,500
Army families would return from
Germany this year.

J

Quality
service
is aim
of new
housing
body

THE DEFENCE Housing
Executive (DHE) which comes
into being on April 1 will bring
under single management the
three separate Service housing
organisations.

The new body, announced
by Defence Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind in November, has been
created to provide families
“with a quality service in line
with the best practice in other
housing management organi-
sations”.

All tasks involved in the
management, maintainance
and upgrading of Service fami-
lies’ accommodation will be
brought together under one
roof. :

This will include responsibil-
ity for allocating accommoda-
tion, day-to-day management,
managing irregular occupants,
planning and commissioning
upgrades, dealing with surplus
properties and maintaining
the condition of married quar-
ters.

Line management control of
the executive will pass from

John Stibbon cuts the tape to
mark the official opening of the
Cloutman Building at Gibraltar
Barracks, Hawley, Surrey.
Named after Maj Brett McKay
Cloutman, who was awarded
the Victoria Cross in 1919, it is
the first of several new building

headquarters te seven regional
controllers and 25 area man-
agers. Regional staff have
already been appointed and
interviews for area managers
have been completed.

To allow continuity of ser-
vice, all appointees are existing
experienced staff.

Little change will be seen on
April 1.

It has been recognised that
the DHE could not assume
immediate responsibility for
ongoing activities such as
major development works and
the provision of carpets and

Chief Royal Engineer Gen Sir

projects within the barracks to
be completed. Pictured with
Gen Stibbon is the Engineer-
in-Chief, Maj Gen John Drew-
ienkiewicz.

They are flanked by Mus
Noel Trimble and LCpl Colin
Anderson from the Band of The
Corps of Royal Engineers.

curtains. These services will
continue as at present until the
new executive has had a
chance to review the situation.

A number of measures will
be implemented to replace
existing single-Service proce-
dures, including the licence to
occupy MQs, currently differ-
ent for each of the three Ser-
vices.

Computer systems to
streamline the management of
MQs are being sought and a
contract is expected to be
placed by the end of this
month.

Picture:Mike Weston

New move
to raise

shooting
standards

A NEW system: of shooting
training comes into effect on
April 1 to improve what a
recent Adjutant General called
the “abysmal” standard of
Army marksmanship.

Results in all-Arms annual
weapons tests before the Gulf
War were not as high as they
should have been, but now, for
the first time, a new training
pamphlet lays down opera-
tional marksmanship stan-
dards.

The new pamphlet — Army
Operational Shooting — is the
result of an Army shooting
policy paper accepted by the
Executive Committee of the
Army Board in July 1993. The
Director of Infantry was then
tasked with reviewing all small
arms shooting standards and
conduct of shooting practices.

The pamphlet recognises the
different requirements of the
Infantry compared with other
Arms and Services and empha-
sises the priority of operational
shooting.

Much greater emphasis is
laid on field firing, particularly
for the Infantry, but all Arms
will be assessed at the
fire—team level.

Firing from trenches or in
the prone position is reduced
and greater emphasis is laid on
the full spectrum of firing posi-
tions.

9
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volunteer for a special mission ot

YOUR DUTCH
PARACHUTING WINGS
IN A FEW DAYS!

Paracentrum Texel organises weekly courses for
novice parachutists.

After five jumps you qualify for the internationally
recognised A-licence and receive the Dutch wings.

Call your military contact for information and
prices daily:
Simon Woerlee
010 31 2220 11464
or write to
Paracentrum Texel, Postweg 128,

1795 JS De Cocksdorp, Texel,
The Netherlands

Ds
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special enrolment form . -
to experience a special test drive \\
in the mazda 626, please read these details \\
then complete your own. |
special NATO forces prices, full warranty cover for 3 years, /

free 3 year Mazda European roadside assistance, driver’s airbag, /

seat belt pretensioners, ABS, power assisted steering g

~
and side impact bars, tailored finance s

packages available (subject to status), Fd ~

/ part exchanges welcome. \\
/ h
[ . : \
[ i’'m interested in \
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special )

tax free

send to Mazda Cars (UK) Ltd, Freepost ND 1507, Tax Free Car Sales, 77 Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 8BS or telephone 0892 511877
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Gruelllng test for East Anglia’s Terriers

THREE hundred Territorial
Army soldiers drawn from
units across East Anglia took
part in a gruelling military
skills competition at the Stan-
ford Military Training Area

Fourth
title for
Army’s
top phot

COL Roger Thompson is the
Army’s photographer of the
year — for the fourth time.

His 1994 portfolio earned
him the top accolade, and the
prize for the image of the year,
a Challenger 1. K ;

Col Thomp-
son (right), who
is secretary of the
Army Rugby
Union, has a :
remarkable record in Lhe com-
petition. He won it outright in
1988, 1989 and 1991, and
took the honours for the best
amateur photographer and
the Soldier-sponsored “own
choice” category in 1993.

The Army title was his
second major trophy of 1994.
He also won the Martini Royal
international competition for
pictures of the Royal Family.

Soldier writer Laurie Man-
ton, a captain in 6/7 PWRR,
improved on his 1993 runner-
up position by becoming TA
photographer of the year for
1994. He also won the mono-
chrome photograph category.
Winner of the Soldier prize was
Maj Peter Griffiths LI(V), a
TAPIO working in the UKLF
Media Production Centre.

The best colour photograph
was taken by WO2 Kevin
Capon RLC, chief photogra-
pher in the Public Information
office at HQ UKLF.

Other main winners includ-
ed LCpl Patrick Quigley (mili-
tary ops or training), Capt
Dave Chrystal (best amateur
photographer), Maj Martin
Figura (aspect of Service
family life), and WO2 Dougie
Young (Army sport or adven-
turous training).

A feature on the competition
will appear in Soldier following
the awards ceremony at the
beginning of April.

from March 10-12. Fifteen 20-
man teams were competing for
the Veal Trophy.

They were tested in military
skills, which included shoot-
ing, map-reading, field craft,

assault course and navigation.

“We were looking for leader-
ship, initiative, teamwork and
stamina in the winners,” said
Brig Tony Calder, Comman-
Anglia)

der of 54 (East

Brigade, who presented the
trophy. The trophy is named in
memory of Maj Mikg Veal, a
former commanding officer of
the 5th (Volunteer) Battalion,
The Royal Anglian Regiment.

Regiments ‘face axe’

DOZENS of British regiments
could disappear under a radical
plan to form a single 25,000-
strong Corps of Infantry within a
decade. Project BA2000 will
create a “new army” for the 21st
century. — Sunday Express.

J British commanders in Bosnia-
Hercegovina have taken part in a
computer-based NATO exercise
to simulate the withdrawal of UN
peacekeeping troops. — Times.

1 Pte Lee Clegg, the paratrooper
serving a life sentence for shoot-
ing dead a joy rider in Belfast, has
received formal notice that he is to
be dishonourably discharged from
the Army. Legal advisers are con-
sidering an appeal to the Army
Board. — Daily Mail. More than 2
million letters of support for Pte
Clegg have been received. — Sun.

J The MoD has appealed against
a court order obliging it to disclose
documents relating to its policy of
discharging pregnant Service-
women. — Daily Telegraph.

O Phoenix, the pilotless surveil-
lance aircraft, could be aban-

What the papers have been saying

doned ten years and £264 million
after the project began. It sustains
damage when it lands too often
and could be scrapped in favour of
a foreign alternative. — Times.

J Two hundred ex-soldiers are to
meet in Trafalgar Square ten
years after having the reunion
date and venue tattooed on their
shoulders. All were regulars in the
Pigs Bar at Herford near Hanover.
- Sun.

Q The MaD is to fight an attempt
to overturn long-held rules ban-
ning homosexuals from Britain's
Armed Forces. A former Royal
Navy sailor has been granted the

legal right to challenge restrictions
on gay Servicemen and women. —
Mail on Sunday.

3 Figures released on February
24 reveal the MoD has underspent
by £600m its allocated budget of
£22.7 billion for this financial year.
- Financial Times.

(1 Egyptian soldiers have found a
Second World War British Army
lorry in the middle of the desert,
1,200 miles south of El Alamein.
The vehicle was in perfect working
order and ammunition on board
was intact. — Daily Telegraph.

J A 40,000-signature petition to
save Cambridge Military Hospital,
Aldershot was delivered to 10
Downing Street. — Aldershot News.

1 Comedian Jim Davidson is
paying for Mrs Barbara Edwards,
mother of the late LCpl Wayne
Edwards RWF, to make a pilgrim-
age to Gornji Vakuf in former
Yugoslavia. LCpl Edwards, who
was attached to 1 Cheshire, was
killed in crossfire in the town in
January 1993 while escorting an
ambulance. — Daily Mirror.
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Many hands make light work of repainting a classroom

.

Maj Farren Drury (seated centre, rear) with appreciative children at Sti
dier to his right is Maj David Fassallo RAMC
12

po Derek school

WHILE the greater part of the
1st Battalion, The Royal
Gloucestershire, Berkshire and
Wiltshire Regiment (BRIT-
BAT 2) has spent its Operation
Grapple tour stationed inside
the Gorazde pocket, other ele-
ments of the battalion have
been busy elsewhere.

Commanded by Maj Farren
Drury, C Company, 1 RGBW
has been based in a disused
shoe factory at
Bugojno. When the
battalion arrived in
the area, close to the
confrontation line
between the Bosn-
ian Serb Army (BSA) and the
Muslim BiH, it was compara-
tively quiet.

That situation changed
rapidly when more than 7,000
Muslim reinforcements
arrived in the town and the
BiH launched an offensive
against Kupres, then held by
the BSA.

The Serbs retaliated with
heavy artillery against Bugo-

Report:

i

. The smiling sol-

Laurie Manton

Pictures:
Terry Champion

jno. Operation Thin — the evac-
uation of all but essential per-
sonnel — was implemented
twice as shells rained down on
the town. On both occasions,
more than half the company
was withdrawn to Gornji
Vakuf. Town patrols were sus-
pended for two months.

“We were fortunate nothing
landed in our camp, although
some shells exploded only 25
metres away, caus-
ing damage and
giving us a fright,”
said Maj Drury.

“We spent a lot of
time in bomb shel-
ters. On one occasion, four
large surface-to-air missiles,
each packed with high explo-
sive and ball bearings, were
fired at Bugojno.

“Soldiers at one of our
observation posts on a hill
overlooking the town saw them
launched and were able to
count them in. One broke up
just over our base . . . it
smashed all the windows and
made everyone run for cover.”

As the situation calmed, sol-
diers from 1 RGBW were able
to devote more time to improv-
ing living conditions in the
town.

Troops were particularly
affected by the plight of the
young, especially after patrols
rushed two young children hit
by shellfire back to base to
receive treatment from a
British Army surgical team
then co-located with 1 RGBW.
Both died despite the best
efforts of the medics.

Three primary schools, one
of which had been used as a
barracks, were restored by 1
RGBW. Bunkers protected the
entrances and a defensive
system of trenches had been
cut through sports fields and
playground.

Lt Simon Stilwell said the
walls were covered with graffiti
and human excrement fouled
every classroom.

Troops wore protective suits
and used special disinfectant to
clean up the mess.

“It took nearly a month to

clear away the entrance
bunker. We soon realised it
would take us for ever to finish
the job, so we organised a
Challenge Anneka-style day
and more than 100 UN per-
sonnel, including sailors from
HMS Invincible, turned up. All
the windows were glazed and
four classrooms painted in a
day,” said Lt Stilwell.

The US aid agency AICF
supplied plaster, cement, paint
and clear plastic window
panes.

The Brandywine Challenge
sparked off a number of school
projects throughout central
Bosnia.

C Company was supported
by children in British schools,
many of which provide sup-
plies and are twinned with the
three schools restored by 1
RGBW.

Sailors arranged for desks
and chairs to be carried by a
Royal Fleet Auxiliary supply
ship bound for Split. Comput-
ers and chemistry equipment
are being sent from London
and Edinburgh, and a Roman
Catholic priest in Liverpool
arranged a collection of school
exercise books, pens and pen-
cils.

The battalion’s Echelon is
based at Kiseljak in a former
hotel. It acts as an administra-
tive base for the remainder of
the battalion in Gorazde. The
adjutant, the quartermaster
and the regimental administra-

Wwo2 (TQMS)
Brian Stanley
polishes off
another batch
of paperwork
at Kiseljak

Soldiers and sailors joined forces to help restore schools at Bugo-

jno. From left to right are Lt Simon Stilwell, LCpl Alan Pocock and
Petty Officers Dave Cox and Graham Forrest

tion officer are all based there.

“We demand all the equip-
ment and spares required by
the Gorazde Force,” said quar-
termaster Maj Mike Godwin.
“It arrives here in containers
and is carefully manifested
before being carried by con-
voys into Gorazde.

“Qur biggest problem is fuel.
Qur two companies need
40,000 litres each week to
operate vehicles, generators
and field kitchens. The Bosn-
ian Serbs allow only 10,000 in.
Sometimes they use bayonets
to slash open boxes of stores
while checking our loads.”

Valuable equipment, includ-
ing more than 70 Dewliner
cold weather tank suits worth
£2,000, has been “liberated”
during checks. It is not unusu-
al for soldiers to lose personal
kit such as cameras and tran-
sistor radios ,during these
searches. ‘

But troops have come up
with their own solution to the
problem. When forced to give
up items at Serb checkpoints,
some smash their cameras or
radios before handing them
OVer.

Conditions in Gorazde are
said to be primitive. The only

Soldiers used plastic sheeting
to make shattered windows
draughtproof

toilets are pits on the edge of
camp. A shortage of fuel for
generators means accommo-
dation blocks are freezing.

The force has been so short
of fuel at times that food has
been cooked over open fires.

WO2 Stephen Traveller is
one of seven RGBW soldiers
based at Sarajevo assisting the
movement of stores through
BSA checkpoints.

He and his men submit bids
for vehicle movements to the
BSA in Pale 48 hours before
convoys are set to roll.

“Sometimes the  Serbs
impose restrictions on what
stores can be taken to Gorazde.
Occasionally, there are prob-
lems and we have to act as
troubleshooters. We liaise with
checkpoints through which
convoys will pass and monitor
their movement along the
route,” he said.

As Soldier went to press, 1
RGBW was in the process of
handing over its responsibili-
ties in Gorazde, Bugojno and
Kiseljak to 1st Battalion, The
Royal Welch Fusiliers.
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“IT’S very cold here, espe-
cially when the wind blows,”
says Cpl Stuart Davies, fore-
man of the engineering
workshops in Tomislavgrad,
writes Susan Coulthard.

“There are no trees, just
miles of frozen wasteland.
Tomislavgrad means ‘town
of the wind’ and, if you ask
me, it’s aptly named.”

Back in Germany, Cpl
Davies is based
in Hameln’s
REME Work-
shops.

He and 19
other British
engineers  are
based in 64
Engineer
Squadron’s workshops
where they have been work-
ing a six-day week in some of
the worst winter weather
experienced in  former
Yugoslavia.

Their job is vital: to repair
and maintain the heavy plant
equipment used to keep
open the main routes into
central Bosnia. When they
are not doing that, they turn
their hands to clearing snow
or rebuilding fragile road
surfaces.

Officer commanding the
workshop is Capt Helena
Bacon.

Everyone agrees that the
weather is the worst trial
faced by the soldiers.

“We’ve got two coolant
bottles positioned outside
the guardroom,” explained
Cpl Davies. “One is set to
freeze at minus ten degrees,
the other at minus 27. When

i[hey are both frozen, we

British soldiers in Bosnia have been working in exirem old

In the town
of the wind

Cpl Stuart Davies (left) :
and LCpl Stuart Handley =~ DUnUies the

know we are in trouble . . .

“When the temperature
drops that low we start up all
the engines on site and keep
them running over, other-
wise they would freeze up
and crack the cylinder
blocks.

“And the next thing we do
is get back inside, quickly.”

LCpl Stuart Handley, a
vehicle mechanic, said: “We
saw a civilian car
stuck in ice out-
side the gates.
Suddenly  the
wind started
blowing and in
less than ten

vehicle had dis-
appeared completely. There
was no sign of it at all.”

Despite the intense cold,
he is quick to remember the
good moments, such as
when, in treacherous condi-
tions, he recovered a bus tee-
tering over the edge of a
mountain road.

The people in the bus
prayed for the soldiers as
they were rescued.

Capt Bacon says of her
mixed REME/RE team:
“There is exceptional talent
here. Each man pushes him-
self to the limit, and their
enthusiasm is incredible.

“Learning curves get very
steep here, especially as
many of them are working on
vehicles they have never seen
before.

“They leave here after six
months more knowledgeable
and confident than six years
of training would have

achieved.” )
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South

A TERRITORIAL Army
company has for the first time
taken over a Regular Army
operational task by deploying
to the Falkland Islands.

The composite company of
220 troops has 22 different
capbadges and is supported by
a handful of Welsh Guardsmen
for administration.
It will have sole
responsibility  for
the military ground
defence of the
islands.

Most of the sol-
diers are drawn from the
Army’s Wales and Western
District, which stretches from
Carlisle to Cardiff, but a pla-
toon from The London Regi-
ment and soldiers from eastern
England and the Highlands are
included.

The company is command-
ed by Maj Adrian Walton, 2iC
of the 3rd Battalion, The
Staffordshire Regiment (V). A
range officer at Swynnerton,
he said that having smaller
groups of soldiers proved

Report:
Gordon Skilling

Pictures:
Mike Perring

Kgn Eddy Brown, a former Scots Guardsman, and LSgt Robert Owen WG

Terriers take
over wa

easier for unit cohesion
than three or four large
groups.

“A lot of the guys have given
up their work for this, which is
an operation of a lifetime for
them,” he said.

They were determined to
make the experiment work fol-
lowing the success-
ful deployment of a
platoon from the
Royal Irish Rangers
last year as part of an
experiment to give
Britain’s part-time
soldiers a greater role as a gen-
eral reserve to the Army.

The volunteers provided
four rifle platoons and a sup-
port weapons platoon, easing
the burden on Regular troops
who have so many operational
commitments they find it diffi-
cult to find time to train, said
Maj Walton.

“Providing this group would
have taken two companies
from a Regular battalion,
which would have made it very
difficult for that battalion to

y

carry out any other tasks.”

Helping the TA prepare for
the Falklands deployment was
a clutch of Welsh Guardsmen,
three of whom are accompany-
ing the company south to pro-
vide administrative support
during the whole four-month
deployment.

“It is an enormous adminis-
trative task to organise the
company so we have effectively
become a fifth company of the
Welsh Guards for administra-
tive purposes,” said Capt
Harry Lloyd, who recently
returned from training the
Mozambique Army.

Although the tour is for four
months, preparations have
extended the volunteers’ ser-
vice to six months. Training
included a week on Stafford-
shire’s moorlands to confirm
basic revision and ensure the
correct standards in signals
and first aid.

Support from the Welsh Guards is provided by Capt Harry
Lloyd, CSgt Adrian Davis and Drill Sgt Peter Evans

Another two weeks at Swyn-
nerton concentrated on basic
section level skills and support
platoon work, and a final two
weeks at Sennybridge in Wales
included a five-day field firing
package.

Taking the part of the TA’s
normal  permanent  staff
instructors were four lance
sergeants. “If anything was
lacking within the TA experi-
ence or training we slotted in
and took that particular lesson
or gave advice,” said Capt
Lloyd.

Fitness, so that they would
be able to patrol, was an essen-
tial first requirement. Difficulr
navigational circumstances on
featureless moors meant that
map-reading was also essen-
tial, as were communications
skills, first aid and weapon
training.

The Falklands are one of the
best places for an infantryman

to train, said Capt Lloyd. A
rotation of tasks would cover
patrolling, guards and duties,
training, and firing at the unri-
valled facilities on Onion
range.

Opportunities for battlefield
tours and a wide range of
adventurous training were
available, with particularly
well-informed guides.

Drill Sergeant Peter Evans of
the Welsh Guards was a section
commander on the RFA Sir
Galahad when it was hit, and
CSgt Adrian Davis also sur-
vived the attack.

Drill Sgt Evans will lay a
wreath and visit the mother of
Paul Green, one of the guards-
men who died in the disaster.
She lived near him in North

Volunteers from 4 Kings Own Border, 3 Cheshire, 5/8 Kings, RRF
and RA pull together in one section

Wales but moved to the Falk-
lands after the tragedy and
lives there with her two daugh-
ters and one son. They write to
each other every Christmas.

Liverpudlian Kgn Eddy
Brown took part in the Scots
Guards’ attack on Tumble-
down as part of the Left Flank
company, which took the
brunt of the casualties once the
Argentinians recovered from a
brilliant deception plan which
allowed G Company to reach
its first objective with little
trouble.

“l have never been back
since and want to lay a wreath
on Tumbledown on June 14,7
he said. “I lost a couple of
mates there and hope 1 may
bury a ghost.”
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Water, water
everywhere . . .
and every drop
fit to drink &

OPERATING a water purification plant in
pouring rain in the middle of the Welsh
mountains should have been good training
for sappers of 9 Parachute Field Squadron
— except that most of them had
done this for real in equatorial
Rwanda five months before.

The sappers were taking part in
the first deployment of 36 Engi-
neer Regiment as a whole since
October 1993. Operational commitments
in Bosnia had until then had priority, but
the combat engineering exercise gave an
opportunity for the squadron to shake out
and prepare for the 3 (UK) Divisional engi-
neering concentration, Exercise Iron Hold-
fast, this summer.

Providing clean water was one of the pri-
mary tasks of the sappers in Rwanda, said
Maj Iain James, Sqn OC. The plant could
produce up to 100,000 litres a day, vital for
the health of the British troops in theatre,
and an enormous bonus for doctors treat-
ing intestinal illnesses often caused by con-
taminated water.

Only one troop of the squadron was at
Sennybridge, as the second was in Kenya
and half of the third in Cyprus.

The exercise was in four phases. Deploy-
ing a week before the exercise proper was

Report:
Gordon Skilling

Pictures:
Mike Perring

61 Field Support Squadron, commanded
by Maj Leslie Wastie. It unloaded 2,000
tons of stores into the exercise area, which
would be the squadron’s war role, said
Capt Dominic Hargreaves.

During the exercise the sap-
pers may have seemed an easy
target, but an infantry unit’s
recce patrol was spotted and
LCpl Ginge Harden took out a
fighting patrol which approached from the
rear and took four prisoners.

After giving them a cup of tea back at
HQ, the sappers’ kind offer to drive them
back to their unit was not taken up . . .

Duly prepared, the sappers gave a
good account of themselves during a
company attack on their position.

The aim of the exercise was to prac-
tise the regiment in its general support
role. The second phase concentrated
on squadrons doing their own train-
ing. Basic skills had to be refreshed before
the regimental field training exercise
from February 19-23.

The following three days were taken up
in physically demanding tests, for which
earlier marches carrying 40lb up a moun-
tain was good preparation.

The return to barracks took 61 Fd Spt

Members of Gl
61 Fd Spt Sqgn, supervised
by Cpl “Sting” Ray Byrne, guide a paliet

Sgn a final week, with the regiment ready
to face a much larger task in supporting
three regiments during the 3 Division con-
centration.
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Gurkhas of 6

‘Gurkha sappers put down'
new roots %%

9 Gurkha Fd Sqn take the strain

-

as they construct a medium girder bridge

A NEW home has been start-
ed for 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron — and the Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers — at Invic-
ta Barracks, Maidstone.

Spr Dhanjit Limbu cut the
first sod of the £4.5 million
project with a plated spade
presented by the contractors,
Trafalgar House.

The project, which will
take a year to complete, is in
four parts. As well as accom-
modation for 105 Gurkhas, a
new garage is being built in
the technical area, and exten-
sions are being made to the
sergeants’ mess and to Park
House, the Grade 2 listed
officers’ mess.

Invicta will become the
new heart of the QGE, said
69 Sgn OC Maj Tim Tre-
anor.

The regiment was based

Qrst in Malaya before moving

to Hong Kong where
it stayed for many
years before moving
out at Christmas
1993.

First construction
for the Gurkhas at
Maidstone was their
temple and Maulo
totem.

It has been a turbu-
lent period for the reg-
iment. Under Options
for Change the squad-
ron lost its indepen-
dence and was taken
under command of 36
Engineer Regiment. It
lost its old home at
Kitchener Barracks,
Chatham, and was
squeezed into Invicta
with 50 HQ Squadron, 20
Field Squadron and 61 Field
Support Squadron, which
were given three purpose-

built accommodation blocks.
Invicta Barracks lost a slice of
land when Kent County
Council constructed a feeder

First installation for the
Queen’s Gurkha Engi-
neers at Invicta was
their Maulo totem,
flanked here by Maj
(QGO) Judbahadur
Gurung and Spr Dhanijit
Limbu

road from Maidstone
to the M20, 61 Sgn
losing its home at The
Barracks, Maidstone,
to make room for the
new road.

New barrack blocks
were completed in
January 1992, and a
new office block for
20 Squadron in Sep-
tember 1992, with a
new technical area
and workshop added
in May 1993,

The dust will not be
allowed to settle at
Invicta Barracks for a while
yet. Next year 240 married
quarters are to be mod-

ernised. /
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BERKSHIRE

REME MUSEUM

Arborfield
Garrison, just off
the A327

Open: Mon-Fri
09.00-12.30 and
14.00-16.30
(Fri — 16.00)

For information: REME Museum,
Isaac Newton Road, Arborfield,
Reading RG2 9LN

Tel: 01734 763567
Fax: 01734 763255

CORNWALL

DUKE OF CORNWALL'S
LIGHT INFANTRY MUSEUM

The Keep, Bodmin, Cornwall PL31
1EG. Open Mon-Fri 08.00-17.00,
Closed Bank Holidays. 257 years
of a proud County Regiment's
history. Includes an outstanding
military reference library. Tel & Fax:
01208 72810.

DORSET

ROYAL SIGNALS MUSEUM, Blandford
Camp, Dorset DT11 8RH. Telephone
01258 482248. Open 10.00-17.00
Monday to Friday all year, weekends
10.00-16.00 June to September.

HAMPSHIRE

ALDERSHOT MILITARY MUSEUM &
RUSHMOOR LOCAL HISTORY GALLERY
Queens Avenue, Aldershot GU11 2LG
Tel: 01252 314598
Witness the daily life of both soldier and civilian
through the past 140 years, as Aldershot and
Farnborough grew up around the camp.
Photographs, models and an original Victorian
barrack room with period uniforms and furniture
reveal the life behind the scenes in the home of the

British Army.
Shop « Car and Coach Park * Open Daily
Admission Charges: Adults £1.50, Children 50p.
Group rates available.

AIRBORNE FORCES MUSEUM
The history of Airborne Forces and their
campaigns from 1940 to the present day.
Weapons, equipment, uniforms, dioramas
and original briefing models.

Open 7 days a week 10.00 to 16.30pm.
Facilities for the disabled. Free car parking.
Admission £2 adults, £1 children and
0APs.
Browning Barracks, Aldershot, Hants.
Tel: 01252 349619

'SOLDIER

THE ROYAL HAMPSHIRE REGIMENT

MUSEUM, Winchester. Tel: 01962
863658. Displays, lifesize figures,
medals, photographs and regimental
artefacts from 1702-1992, especially the
20th century. Free admission.

RAMC HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Nr
Aldershot, Hants GU12 5RQ. Tele-
phone 01252 340212. The pro-
gression of medical treatment from
1660 to the present day. Includes
Corps Memorial Chapel. Open
Mon to Fri 08.30-16.00. Bank Holi-
days and weekends by appoint-
ment. Admission free. Facilities for
the disabled.

LONDON

THE NATIONAL ARMY
MUSEUM

Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea,
London SW3 4HT.
Tel: 0171-730 0717

Open daily 10.00 am to 5.30pm.
Closed Jan 1, Dec 24-25,
Good Friday and early May Bank
Holiday (May 8). Admission free.

SOLDIER MAGAZINE -
o0 YEARS ON

Visit The National Army Museum,
Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea,
London SW3 4HT and see an
exhibition in celebration of the 50th
anniversary of Soldier, the British
Army Magazine. See above for
opening times.

and mail order. Open Bank
Holiday Mons, Tues to Sat
10.00-17.00 hrs. FREE PARK-
ING. Admission: Adults £1.50;
children/senior citizens 75p.

SOMERSET
THE GURKHA MUSEUM Catch the Spirit
Peninsula Barracks, Romsey of Naval Aviation
Road, Winchester, Hants S023 <)
8TS. Tableaux, Dioramas, shop FLEETAIRARM

MUSEUM

e
CARRIER

Fleet Air Arm Museum
RNAS Yeovilton, lichester,
Somerset BA22 BHT

Tel: 01935 840565 Fax: 01935 840181

SURREY

THE MUSEUM OF THE ROYAL ARMY
CHAPLAINS' DEPARTMENT, Bagshot
Park, Bagshot, Surrey. Open daily
Monday to Friday from 10.00-12.00 and
14.00-16.00 by appointment. Admission
Free.

SUSSEX

NEWHAVEN FORT

East Sussex

Open daily
April 1st - October 1st

New exhibits and events for 1995
Tel: 01273 517622

ROYAL MILITARY POLICE
MUSEUM

Roussillon Barracks, Broyle Road,
Chichester, W Sussex P019 4BN.
Tel: 01243 534225. Worldwide
activities of the RMP from Tudor
times to Bosnia. Opens Tues to Fri,
10.30-16.30. Summer weekends
14.00-17.00. ADMISSION FREE.

TYNE & WEAR

YEARS ON

MILITARY VEHICLE MUSEUM
Exhibition Park Pavilion, Newcastle
Upon Tyne NE2 4PZ.

Tel: 0191-281 7222.
Housing up to 50 vehicles, mostly
pre-1945, 60 cabinets displaying
WW2 artefacts, WW1 mock-up
trench and artefacts. 1995 theme —
VE Day/VJ Day. Show in park, 20th

August.

YORKSHIRE

EDEN CAMP MODERN HISTORY
THEME MUSEUM - Malton, North York-
shire — A unique museum covering all
aspects of life during WW2. Yorkshire &
Humberside's Visitor Attraction of the
Year 1992. Tel: 01653 697777.

SCOTLAND

THE BLACK WATCH MUSEUM
Balhousie Castle, Perth. Two and a half
Centuries of Treasures of The
42nd/73rd Highland Regiments. May to
September, Monday-Saturday (includ-
ing public holidays) 10.00-16.30
(except the last Saturday of June);
October to April, Monday-Friday 10.00-
15.30. Admission free. Donations to
Museum Fund.

WALES

SOUTH WALES BORDERERS
MUSEUM
The Barracks, Brecon, Powys LD3 7EB.
Tel: 01874 613310.

VE/NJ day picture exhibition in summer.
New video on Zulu wars £10.50
including postage.

Open 09.00-17.00 April to September,
every day. October to March weekdays.
Admission £1.

THE ROYAL WELCH
FUSILIERS

The Castle, Caernarvon, Gwynedd
LL55 2AY.

Tel: 01286 673362.

Open Summer 09.30-18.30. Winter
(end Oct to end March) 09.30-16.00.
Winter Sundays 11.00-16.00.

15th/19th THE KING’S ROYAL

HUSSARS AND NORTHUMBERLAND
HUSSARS
Fenham Barracks,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 4NP.
Tel: 0191-239 3140.

Both museum collections include:
pictures, silver, swords, musketry,
uniforms, medals and accoutrements
of the two regiments and their
forebears.

If you require more
information on any of the
above museums please
contact them direct on the
telephone number in their
advertisement

SOLDIER MAGAZINE

Too good to dismiss
Order your copy today from your Newsagent
Or contact our subscription department on

01252 347353
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1945-1995: THE MAGAZINE MONTY LAUNCHED

SOLDIER,
an essential
source of
information

WHEN Soldier Magazine came into
being in the closing months of the
Second World War it answered a
pressing need to keep those who
were away from home and involved
in an enormous enterprise, often
facing great peril, informed about
and in touch with their comrades
around the world.

Over the intervening 50 years it
has become an essential source of
information, not only for those who
serve and for their families, but also
for all those who give their spare
time to the Territorial Army and
Cadets.

The archives of Soldier and its
library of 400,000 photographic
images are a fascinating record of
the nation and its Army. For half a
century it has chronicled the activi-
ties of soldiers in both war and
peace. Today its pages show our
commitment to an Army fully capa-
ble of a wide range of tasks, notably
the peacekeeping operations which
are such a feature of our unstable
world.

This 50th anniversary demon-
strates that Soldier Magazine con-
tinues its tradition of illuminating
stories both big and small with
humour, concern and enormous pro-
fessionalism. | am delighted to have
this opportunity to pay tribute to all
those who have been involved with
this magazine over the last half cen-

Malcolm Rifkind
Secretary of State for Defence

J

AS THE nation prepares to mark the
anniversary of the end of the Second World
War, Soldier, the magazine Monty launched
for the troops liberating Europe but which
extended its influence far beyond, is cele-
brating its own 50th birthday.

By 1945 more than 20 major Army news-
papers existed around the world. As the
Allies closed in on Hitler, Field Marshal
Montgomery endorsed the idea of a maga-
zine to bring news from home as well as
from other theatres of war.

Army records were scoured, journalistic
and artistic talent called in — and the uni-
formed members of the British Army’s No
1 Newspaper Unit, including Fleet Street
men who would return to national dailies
when the war ended, put

squaddie with literary pretensions (later to
be more than realised) even Les Dawson
submitted articles.

The real stars have always been the sol-
diers, at peace and at war. Teams of writers
and photographers have reported from
almost every mission in which the British
Army has been involved since 1945 — from
Aden to Armagh, Borneo to Bosnia, Korea
to Kuwait, Palestine to Port Stanley, the
Rhine to Rwanda.

The magazine has never lost sight of its
original aim — to serve soldiers and their
families. It has always been conscious, also,
of its many loyal readers in the ex-Service
community around the world and others
who want to keep in touch with what the
British Army is doing.

together the first fortnightly
issue.

Printed in Brussels, its
striking front cover bore the
cover-date March 19, 1945,
the face of an airborne soldier
— and a “good luck” message
from the Chief himself.

Later that year the maga-
zine took over captured
colour presses in Hamburg
on which Goebbels’s Signal
had been printed.

Colour had already come

Copies are sent out every
fortnight to subscribers in
more than 50 countries —
including Albania, Argenti-
na, Australia, Botswana, Bul-
garia, Canada, China, the
Czech Republic, Denmark,
Eire, Estonia, Finland,
France, Greece, Hungary,
Israel, Italy, Japan, Lebanon,
Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malaysia, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Oman,
Pakistan, Poland, Romania,

to Soldier’s front cover with a
special VE-Day edition on May 8, 1945 —
and the issue which celebrated victory over
Japan that August featured the first back-
page pin-up in a famous series that was to
run for 20 years.

The following month the magazine beat
the world with the first news and pictures of
Britain’s frogmen. Another exclusive gave
details of Operation Sea Lion — Hitler’s ill-
fated cross-Channel invasion plan — a year
before Parliament heard the news officially.

In one staff man’s words, “scoops fell like
confetti” and the wily Soldier newsmen,
making the most of a certain privileged status
conferred upon them, scooped them up.

In 1953, having widened its circulation to
Army units around the world (the original
intention) and switched to a monthly, Sol-
dier transferred its whole operation to the
UK and went on sale to civilians. Almost 30
years later it would revert to a fortnightly.

‘Over the decades the magazine has fea-
tured many celebrated names, from car-
toonists Friell, Finch, Wiles, Larry and Jon
to old soldiers Harry Secombe, Spike Milli-
gan, Denis Healey and Enoch Powell. As a

<] South Africa, Singapore,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Switzer-
land, Taiwan and USA.

During its lifetime Soldier has had several
homes. Brussels, Hamburg and a requisi-
tioned house in Eaton Square, Belgravia
were replaced by a converted warehouse in
Holloway Road, London, which had once
stored AT'S underwear.

In 1975 the magazine moved its head-
quarters to its present purpose-built block
in Aldershot.

The magazine’s Army sponsorship,
under the aegis of the Adjutant General,
passed in 1948 from Welfare to Education.
Since 1963 its staff of Ministry of Defence
civilians have been responsible to the Direc-
tor of Public Relations (Army).

Meanwhile its production methods have
been transformed from wartime typewrit-
ers, paper layouts and hot metal presses to
the exciting and sophisticated computer
wizardry of the 1990s.

As with any 50th birthday, this is a time
to reflect and celebrate — and to look for-
ward to the next half-century.

Monty would have been proud.
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When Fd Marshal Montgomery, who had launched Soldier with a good luck message earlier

that year, opened the British Army Exhibition in Paris in 1945, Capt Charles Tresise, the maga-
zine's circulation officer, presented him with a copy of the special issue marking VE Day

1941-2: Magazine conceived by
Col Sean Fielding while serving
in the Western Desert.

1943: Fielding, Lt Col Philip
Youngman Carter and cartoon-
ist Capt Peter Ender draw up
dummy issue of “Fact” magazine in Middle East.

1944: Dummy brought back to UK in January
and “hawked” around War Office until Decem-
ber when Col Archie Chisholm (then head of
AWS 3) was urged by AG (Sir Ronald Adam) to
produce an Army magazine for BLA.

1944-45: Project agreed by Fd Marshal Mont-
gomery. Army records trawled for journalistic
experience and small establishment set up in
Brussels. HQ shared with British Army News
Unit in Eaton Square, London. Title Soldier
taken from similar project planned years before
in War Office by A E Williams (ABC) and Maj
Gen Harry Willans (DAW).

March 19, 1945: First fortnightly issue printed in
Brussels. This and second issue distributed free
to British Liberation Army troops.

May 8, 1945: VE day edition with colour cover.

May 26, 1945: Soldier present when 11th and
last hut in Belsen burned, just 35 days after first
British troops had arrived.

June 23, 1945: Secret of PLUTO — Pipe Line
Under The Ocean — one of Britain’s greatest
engineering feats of the war revealed in Sol-
dier. It stretched from the south coast of the Isle
of Wight to the Cherbourg Peninsula.

August 18, 1945: First back-page pin-up.

September 1, 1945: Printed in Hamburg, on old
Signal presses, with regular colour covers and
scoops world with news of Britain's frogmen.

January 5, 1946: Details of Operation Sea
Lion, Hitler's master plan for invasion of Britain,
appear exclusively in Soldier.

SOLDIER 5
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July 1946: Magazine switches
to monthly publication.

January 1947: Circulation
extended from Europe to com-
mands around the world.

November 1948: Sponsorship transferred from
Welfare to Education.
June 1953: Special Coronation issue.

October 1953: Printing transferred to UK and
circulation extended to general public.

December 1963: Sponsorship transferred from
Education to Public Relations.

1971: Moved to Clayton Barracks, Aldershot.

1975: Moved to purpose-built offices in Parsons
House, Ordnance Road, Aldershot.

July 1977: Supplement to mark Silver Jubilee
of Queen's Succession.

May 1994: 84-page to mark D-Day 50th.
1995: Golden jubilee year coincides with intro-

duction of computer publishing technology.
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WESTERN
DESERT
DREAMS
CAME TRUE

Most of the original Soldier team were
already experienced journalists who had
donned the uniform of their country to
serve in the Second World War.

SSgt Robert Blake was the only one of
nine reporters who had never worked for
the press - until Col Sean Fielding made
his dream come true. Here is his story . . .

THE ROAD to the faded elegance of No 60
Eaton Square where | found the offices of Sol-
dier in 1945 began for me, as it did for its
founders, in the Western Desert.

Pre-war journalist Sean Fielding (later
Colonel) was dreaming of a British Army mag-
azine around 1941. The American Army had
its Yank, but we had nothing to equal it. In the
Middle East there were Gen
and Parade, Trunk Call in
Iraq, later Eighth Army News
and Union Jack in various
editions following troops
from Africa to Italy. One of
the editors was Warwick
Charlton, later a Soldier
writer.

In 1938 | was in the desert "pobart Blake
sitting (when | could) on a
petrol can and dreaming of a future, if | sur-
vived, as a journalist. | was 19. As yet there
was no war. Later, between tank battles (as
driver and gunner), | wrote stories and articles
which | sent to Army PR in Cairo.

Soon Sean Fielding and Youngman Carter
were putting together ideas for Soldier, first
while serving in the desert, later in Iraq.

After Alamein | joined them there, working
as a staff writer on Trunk Call and the Irag
Times. Fielding had managed to get me out of
my tank battalion into PR. Then, in 1943, after
five years' foreign tour, | was sent home.

Meanwhile Fielding was trying to get War
Office blessing for Soldier, and when he did |
joined his team at Eaton Square. There |
became one of Soldier's nine reporters. We
had three subs, four artists, four photogra-
phers and even our own cook — Pte W White.

It was all new for me, because | was the
only reporter who had never been a reporter!
But the professionals helped me all the time
and without them | would have been lost.

Because Soldier was unique for the British
Army many tightly shut doors suddenly
opened. Scoops fell like confetti. . . the gun
that shoots round corners. . . how David Stir-
ling organised the SAS. . . the secrets of
PLUTO (Pipe Line Under The Ocean). . .
how the first commandos operated in Europe.
Soldier was at the first War Crimes trials and
told the full story of how Army frogmen blew
up undersea defences on the D-Day beaches.

Fielding and Youngman Carter are gone. |
am nearly 77. But I'm glad to have seen Sol-
dier survive and prosper after such a long and
sometimes painful birth. Long may it continue
to flourish. Finally let me say that | was only a
very small part of a very experienced and tal-
ented team of journalists and it was they who
made Sean Fielding’s dream come true.

@ Robert Blake went on to spend 36 years as a
reporter and then news editor with the Daily
Express in Manchester.
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When Churchill decided

Nno Nnews was bad news

TO the RAF it was the gen. To the
Royal Navy, the buzz. The Army
called it the griff — short for The
True Griffin. It simply meant news,
information . . . facts.

To the common soldier, sailor or
airman, it was a priceless commod-
ity. This need to give the troops
bull-free information — and quickly
—was one of the principles on which
Soldier was founded in 1945.

For many years it was a need
which had motivated the men who
produced military newspapers. The
Gibraltar Chronicle, edited in its
early days by British Army officers,
brought out a special edition [§8
in1805 to scoop the world with the [
result of the Battle of Trafalgar and
the death of Nelson. |

One of the more unusual Army
news-sheets was The Emigrant Sol- |
diers’ Gazette and Cape Horn Chron-
icle, published weekly in 1858 on
board the clipper Thames Ciry, ©
which took six months to transport

Among officers in this relaxed lunch-party picture taken
near Tripoli are (seated from left) Capt Jock McLellan, Lt

122 officers and sappers with 31 pgioparg Elley, who loaned the photo, and Capt Edward
wives and 34 children via Cape Ardizzone (war artist). At the rear are (from left) Maj Tony
Horn to launch a new colony in Milne, who printed Eighth Army News on a mobile press
British Columbia. The editor was in the desert, Capt (later Lt Col, now Lord) Hugh Cudlipp
Cpl Sinett and the Gazerte, written (seated, smoking cigarette) and Capt Warwick Charlton

on sheets of cardboard, was read
out each Saturday evening by the senior
Royal Engineers officer on board.
Sugar-bags were the only paper available
when Gen Lord Baden-Powell ordered the
production of a news-sheet for his besieged
troops during the South African War. The
paper did not make the contents any sweet-
er, but the soldiers got their Mafeking Mail.
In 1919 the Cologne Post and Wiesbaden

Times, daily newspaper of the first British
Army of the Rhine until 1929, published
the Versailles Peace Treaty a day ahead of
the remainder of the world’s press.

Within its first few issues in the 1940s
Soldier was producing scoops, including
retrospective but exclusive details of
Britain’s D-Day frogmen and Hitler’s plans
to invade England. In 1952, Canal Zone

News was produced at
Ismailia when Egyptian
newspapers were banned
during the emergency. Four
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years later the troops
involved in the Suez land-
ings could read the RAEC-
produced 2 Corps News
(later renamed Musketeer
News), almost as soon as
their feet touched the
ground.

In 1957, the Mid-Pacific
News, the Army mini-news-
paper on Christmas Island,
perhaps not surprisingly
reported the explosion of
Britain’s first H-bomb 24
hours before any other
newspaper.

Though other Second
World War soldier-journal-
ists had long since been
giving the troops the true
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Frank Owen, cartoonist Jon
and Hugh (now Lord) Cud-
lipp and his brother Percy.

It had a desk at the Reuter
offices in Fleet Street and,
with the prefix Forcereuter,
transmitted hot news over the
agency wires, over Royal Sig-
nals channels, by cable, and
through Army and commer-
cial radio. Pictures, cartoons

“and features were sent by air-
mail.
] Even before Churchill’s
v| trip to Africa, the concept of
| an Army-wide magazine
called Fact had been mooted
in the Eighth Army, with
Capt (later Col) Sean Field-
ing and Lt (later Lt Col) Pip
Youngman Carter producing
a dummy with the help of car-
toonist Capt Peter Ender.
Their dream took a few

griff, the hunger of the sol-
dier in the field for reliable
news was not officially recognised until that
great war correspondent Winston
Churchill, as Prime Minister, visited the
Eighth Army in North Africa in 1943.

He was impressed with local efforts to
bring news to the troops but shocked that
they received no help from the War Office.

On his return he gave orders that com-
mand newspapers should be encouraged
and assisted in every way with a “proper
and constant” supply of badly-needed
news from home. Soon, under the Direc-
tor of Army Welfare, the London News-
Issuing Department (later to become the
British Army News Service and operate

Army newspapers of the Second WOrId War loaned to us by ex-SSgt Robert Blake

until 1969) was supplying home news, fea-
tures, pictures and cartoons to newspapers
published in overseas theatres.

These included Crusader, the Eighth
Army weekly in Africa and Italy, Parade
and Gen in the Middle East, SEAC, Burma
Star and Contact in the Far East, Trunk Call
in Persia-Iraq and Tripoli Times in Libya.
Later came Union Fack in Italy, Vienna
Morning News in Austria, Gazette in Greece
and the News Bulletin in Trieste.

The News Service, BANEWS, was
staffed by experienced journalists and
included such famous names as William
Connor (Cassandra of the Daily Mirror),

years to come true, but when
it was finally launched with a
new title in March 1945, combining with
BANEWS to form the No 1 British Army
News Unit (BANU), it became the
youngest and longest-surviving member of
a large family of Second World War Army
newspapers and magazines (and countless
newsletters) throughout the world.

The magazine’s new title was Soldier —
living proof, 50 years later, of the durabili-
ty of the true griff.

@ The story of BANEWS and Soldier is told
in the book Oh, To Be a Soldier! by the late
George Hogan, who was Deputy Editor of
this magazine for three years (Merlin Books
Ltd, Braunton, Devon, 1992)

An informal story of Army newspapers the siege — not an official Army
in the Second World War — based on a newspaper, but an example of how
radio script by Richard Elley, one of soldiers with a duplicator and
Soldier’s first reporters paper could turn out a news-sheet.
Then there was the Tunis Téle-

IRAQ, May, 1941. On orders from graph. With no authority other
than his own, Jock McLennan,

Berlin, the country is plunged into
revolt. The British garrison at Habbaniya is
besieged. Reinforcements are sent to Basra
to secure for the Allies a port later to
become a vital link in the plan for supplying
Russia.

For those troops, factual information is
in short supply. What is going on in other
theatres of war? Have the Germans been
cleared off Crete? Has Wavell returned to
Tobruk?

What’s the “true griff ”?

In the First World War the port had had a
newspaper called the Basra Times. In 1941
a port engineer, realising the need to give
the troops the griff, revives it.

Within six days the British Army has taken
it over.

B &A=

The new Basra Times was a pioneer
effort. The paper was handset, letter by
letter, by Indian compositors. The news
service was poor and the old flatbed press

creaked out its thousand copies an hour
just as it had in the Great War. Editor Eric
Cooper’s duties were almost endless. Get-
ting up at 3.30 am when it’s already hot and
sticky and not very safe. The night guards —
“chokydahs — would pull the bolt of their
rifles as soon as look at you.

By 7 am, drawing on copy from the
Reuter newsagency, the editor had filled
seven columns of late news for the paper, a
summary of about 1,000 words for Area

HQ and the main news headlines for the
British Consulate. Then back to the mess
for a quick breakfast before going to the
press.. . .

That was how the Griffin started — from
a one-man show in Basra. By the end of the
war the British Army owned and operated
23 newspapers published in all parts of a
world at war.

The newspapers just grew.

Take the Tobruk Truth — put out during

observer officer with the 7th Armoured
Division, simply walked into the first news-
paper office he found in Tunis when the
town fell and said he was going to start an
Army paper.

“I was there for the Tripoli Times, so he
asked me to help him put the first issue to
bed,” said Richard Elley.

“We got the paper out all right, but it was
a bit hectic. The printing staff kept accus-

@ Turn to next page
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ing each other of having col-
laborated with the Germans
and they used our type to
throw at each other.”

The start of the “Trip” Times
was also a classic, recalls Elley.
Warwick Charlton (a pre-war
journalist also later to join Sol-
dier) went into Tripoli with the
first armoured cars, discovered
the owner of the local printing
works, sent him off to round
up some staff and then tried to
get news for the first issue.

His wireless set had broken
bouncing over the desert into
the town and no one else
seemed to have one that
worked. But he scraped up
some second-hand news, got
the manager of the Grand

Hotel to trans- §
Snap!

late it into Ital-

ian, had the
< In Tunis, a lance-cor-
poral ran his own mili-

Italian version
censored by an

tary commentary in
Union Jack.

American war

correspondent 5 . HLS tl:ig
who knew the eadache was whether

Monty would criticise
language and

his analysis of the fight-
the next morn- y 9

ing. Monty never did.

ing had the first
edition of a bi-lingual paper on the streets.
Then there was the first edition of SEAC in
the Far East. When Singapore was relieved,
SEAC staff reporters found some Srraits
Times staff in an internment camp. They
all went to the Times office — and two news-
papers were soon produced.

Gradually a big Army newspaper organi-
sation evolved. When Italy was invaded,
complete Army newspaper units, from
editor to cook, were ready to go into cap-
tured towns and start producing editions of
Union Fack within a few hours.

Back in London a co-ordinating body
was led by Col Sean Fielding, who
dreamed up the idea of Soldier in the West-
ern Desert in 1941. The team discussed
possible content but the final decisions
were left to the editors, who with their staff
had all served in ordinary units and knew
what their readers wanted. They were not
interested in the private lives of film stars or
any other “bull”. They wanted to debate
the issues that concerned them.

But the newspapers had to be accurate.
Every detail had to be right. Then as now,
the smallest slip was jumped on, especially
24

The soldier
journalists

the omission of names of units on opera-
tions. Good staff were not easy to come by.
Editors had to pick up recruits as they
could, sometimes by chance meetings.
New talent was discovered, including Capt

Snap!

# The Algiers edition
of Union Jack was
edited in a corset
shop, full of tall mir-
rors and fitting
rooms. In the Italian
printing works there
were never enough
Ks or Ws. Whole
sentences had to be
made up without
them.

a front-cover message explaining its raison
d’étre: “We believe that the soldier wants
and requires his own platform and that this
cannot be made available in any other way.

“We believe he needs that platform so

W J Jones (Jon), who joined the
British Army Newspaper Unit
after Anzio thanks to his famous
cartoons of the “Two Types”,
based on officers he saw in Sicily.
The “Types” appeared in Union |of
Jack, Eighth Army News, Crusad-
er and Soldier as well as at home
in the Sunday Pictorial. Jon later worked on
the Daily Mail.

When Col Fielding’s dream of an all-
Army magazine finally came true in 1945,
Army records were scoured to pool some of
the best journalistic, artistic and photo-
graphic talent in uniform.

A dummy issue of Soldier printed (but
never circulated) in February 1945, carried

Snap!

< Monty distributed
he Hellfire Edition
Eighth Army

News himself.

that facts as he knows them and
facts as they are likely to affect
him may be stated thereon.

“So Soldier magazine comes to
life — not, it may be added, entire-
ly without background or pedi-
gree.

“It comes of a family now
numbermg 23 major Army periodicals and
newspapers of one sort or another pub-
lished in almost every country where the
British soldier serves; and it is largely pro-
duced by soldiers who have founded,
edited, written for, printed or otherwise
helped to produce that family.

“We give you Soldier magazine. Read it,
write to it. It is yours.”

Picture; BBC



The Americans had Yank, the
Germans had Signal. But Soldier,
the late starter, outstayed them all

Brussels,
Belgravia,

by Ernest Turner, Editor 1946-1957

IN LIBERATED Brussels, in 1945, the
girls wore British Army flashes and ear-
rings made from officers’ pips.

It was there, on March 19, that we drank
to the success of Soldier as the first issues
slid off the presses. The mood was high,
but not high enough for anyone to proph-
esy that the magazine would still be around
half a century later.

The American Army already had its
magazine Yank and the German Army its
many-editioned Signal. Both were highly
professional jobs. But if Soldier was a late
starter it was to prove a long stayer.

It was produced for the “British Libera-
tion Army”, better known as the British
Army of the Rhine, which still had tough
battles to fight, though the outcome was
not in doubt.

Extracted from a London anti-aircraft
site, I found myself a minor cog in the
Brussels launch of Soldier.

In command was Major A F (“Andy™)
Anderson, a resourceful Gordon High-
lander who, on demob, would rejoin Daily
Mirror Newspapers.

The editor, then styled editor-in-chief,
was Colonel Sean Fielding, formerly of the
Daily Mail. He was enthroned in London’s
Belgravia, where the Army had “mouse-
holed” through the Duke of Westminster’s
costly terraces along the south side of
Eaton Square. Earlier in the war Fielding
and Lt Col Philip Youngman Carter, artist
and writer, had worked on a “dummy” of
Soldier in Cairo and Baghdad.

Of those former newspaper men pulled,
like me, from the various arms in which
they had been soldiering, some had already
served on Army newspapers like Union
Fack and Eighth Army News.

Producing a lively magazine within a dis-
ciplined military framework was quite a
challenge, but how agreeable it was to be

Hamburg
and Hollowa

Soldier's predecessor on its Hamburg
presses was Goebbels’s Signal magazine

paid by the Army to pursue one’s own
trade!

I am somewhat surprised to find that we
had more than 40 men on strength, includ-
ing four packers, three drivers and a cook.

Soon after the war in Europe ended we
moved the production unit from happy-go-
lucky Brussels to devastated Hamburg,
there to print on requisitioned colour
presses which had turned out Dr
Goebbels’s Signal. Most of the editorial
copy was flown out from London (faxes
would have been welcome).

This was a time when the rush to demob
brought swift and even startling promotion
for those still in uniform. After a brief spell
as Hamburg editor I moved to London
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Eaton Square, in London’s
fashionable Belgravia, where
Soldier shared its HQ with the
British Army Newspaper Unit

and, early in 1946, became third “editor-
in-chief”. My two predecessors, Fielding
and Youngman Carter, became successive
editors of The Tatler, as fundamental a
switch as could be imagined.

I stayed with Soldier for eleven enjoyable
years before leaving to freelance and write
books.

Others initially on the strength fell out
gradually to become novelists, biogra-
phers, thriller-writers, editors, cartoonists,
society photographers, advertising men
and much else; one, I seem to remember,
resumed a successful career as the racing
correspondent “Sir Harry”.

Sean Fielding, the founding figure,
wrote at the end of 1945 that his dream of
Soldier becoming the Army’s permanent
magazine had proved impossible of fulfil-
ment. Luckily, he was dead wrong; but he
was a man to whom we all owe a great debt.

In July 1946 we relaunched Soldier,
which had been a fortnightly, as a monthly
devoted exclusively to the Army. The earli-
est issues had run general interest articles
on life in Britain.

Henceforth the Army was the real story
and the whole story. Its standing had never
been higher and its achievements cried
aloud to be honoured.

Inevitably it became a tale of shrinkage
and amalgamations. The proud divisional
odysseys and the secrets of the special units
gave way to reports of last troops in Italy,
last troops in Palestine, last troops — incred-
ibly — in India, last troops in Egypt.

But while an empire was being wound up
a robust new role was being forged for the
Army in NATO. And “trouble spots™ still
abounded, calling for old-fashioned
infantry skills — not least in Trieste, Malaya
and Cyprus. Soldier’s reporters and cam-
eramen were there to tell the story.

Reporters have more fun than editors,
but I snatched the occasional overseas tour.

® Turn to next page
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HAMBURG DAYS

by John Grove, Editor 1957-1962
A 50th anniversary is a reason and an
excuse for remembering.

I remember the excitement of leafing
through the pages of the first issue of Soldier
50 years ago and discussing its content and
layout with my colleagues.

None of us could have known then that
Soldier would become the envy of every
other army and, 50 years on, would still be
alive and thriving,

I remember how Soldier scooped the
world by revealing the German plan for the
invasion of Britain and many other wartime
secrets. In those early years rarely a month
went by without one or more of the nation-
al newspapers lifting stories first told by
Soldier .

I remember the War Minister (Anthony
Head) stoutly defending Soldier in the
House of Commons against an MP’s com-
plaint that our back-page pin-up girls were
“too scantily dressed”.

I remember the seven years I spent in
Hamburg as Local Editor when my col-

Editor John Grove and former PoW Karl-Heinz Bottger

leagues and I covered the achievements
and activities of British troops serving in
every country from Norway in the north to
Austria in the south and from Holland in

the west to Czechoslova-
kia in the east.

It was my job, too, to
proof-read and put the
magazine to bed on the
same presses that printed
the wartime German
Army magazine Signal.

We had to overcome
many problems: the
presses often broke down
for lack of spare parts and
shortage of equipment to
maintain them; materials
needed to carry out the
photogravure etching
processes were always in
| short supply and paper
was invariably of poor
quality. But somehow we
coped and met the print
order on time every month.

I remember with affection and gratitude
for their help and friendship those of my
old colleagues who played a significant part

From Brussels to Holloway
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Hamburg, September 1945, Sgt Norman Courtman-Davies, Sgt Jimmy Friell and
Maj Ernest Turner discuss the layout of a story Courtman-Davies had written

York.

Picture: Imperial War Museum
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I saw Berliners swarming to watch a British Army
tattoo in Hitler’s Olympic stadium; I flew in an Army
Auster over the abysses of Eritrea; I tried to find the
elusive site of the battle of Omdurman; and I inter-
viewed a British general in his perch on — of all places
— the 62nd floor of the Empire State Building in New

As editor until 1957 I was pleasantly surprised at the
free hand I was given, first under Army Welfare and
then under the Royal Army Educational Corps.

Obviously we could not sit in Eaton Square indefi-
nitely, nor could we print in Hamburg for ever. It was
a lowering moment, though, when we had to leave the
Duke of Westminster’s fiefdom for a converted ware-
house in Holloway. The magazine was printed in
Britain from October, 1953.

In the interests of the taxpayer we had long been
accepting advertisements. They were not all for boot
polish and razor blades. To those whose Army service
was ending Dirk Bogarde had a message: “If you want
to get ahead — get a hat!” Other suggestions were:
“Join the Palestine Police — It’s a Man’s Life” and
“Join the Prison Service”. Puritanically, perhaps, we
did not accept football pools advertisements.

It took my successors a long time to scrap the back-
page pin-up, which in the early days had sometimes
been corny to a degree.

I have to congratulate them on developing a maga-
zine with a polish, a range, a cohesion and a durability
that should see Soldier through the next 50 years.

Scoops, scandals. . . and
the envy of other armies

in those early days in making So/dier an out-
standing success:

Ernest Turner, a brilliant editor, whose
leadership, enthusiasm and journalistic
skills were recognised by the award of the
OBE. A regular contributor to the fate and
much-lamented magazine Punch, 558
he even found time while editor of | |
Soldier to write the first of his
highly-successful books on social
history.

Richard Elley, probably the
most-travelled and prolific feature
writer, who covered the British
Army activities in Europe, Africa,
the Far East and the Middle East.
After leaving Soldier he became
Chief Public Relations Officer to
Far East Land Forces in Hong
Kong.

Ted Jones, feature writer, who
later went to Uganda as The
Observer and News Chronicle corre-
spondent, was given 24 hours to
leave the country for criticising
President Obote and retired as
chief sub-editor of the New
Zealand Herald.

Charles Smith, feature writer, Richard Elley

who emigrated to Canada, wrote a

book on the history of military weapons
and became an assistant editor of Reader’s
Digest.

Peter Lawrence, another feature writer
and pre-war reporter, who left to join the
Nezws Chronicle and then emigrated to work
on newspapers in South Africa.

Desmond O’Neill, our senior photogra-

Peter Lawrence

Russian soldiers enjoy a look at Sol-
dier at Helmstedt in 1945. The maga-
zine became the envy of many armies

pher, whose graphic cine film of British
troops storming the Normandy beaches
was published world-wide. He worked with
all feature writers while on Sol-
dier’s staff and left to become one
of the leading society photogra-
phers.

Frank Finch, art editor from
1948 to 1976, one of the longest-
serving members of Soldier’s staff,
whose work still appears regularly
in the magazine. His design skills
and witty cartoons have embell-
ished most of Soldier’s editions
over the past 50 years.

Karl-Heinz Bottger, former
prisoner-of-war of the Allies, who
as my secretary in Germany had
an enviable knack of smoothing
ruffled feathers and finding
answers to apparently insoluble
problems. When Soldier left Ham-
burg, he re-joined the German
Army and ten years later came to
London as Colonel Bottger, West
German military attaché.

Finally, I remember with grat-
itude all those happy and rewarding years I
spent with Seldier, particularly when I was
fortunate enough to be its editor.

It is no small pleasure to know that Sol-
dier has entertained, informed and helped
sustain the morale of generations of British
soldiers.

Long may it continue to do so.
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A word
spelied
new life
for Mir B

ONE 13-letter word made all the difference
to former Allied prisoner-of-war Karl-
Heinz Bottger when he appiied for a job
with Soldierin Hamburg in 1947.

An Afrika Korps officer captured by New
Zealanders at Ruweisat Ridge, Alamein, in
July 1942, he had spent almost five years
“as a guest of His Majesty” in Canada,
behind barbed wire and working on farms.

On his return to Germany he heard the
British were looking for a “reliable, trust-
worthy, non-Nazi” to liaise between Sol-
dier’s local editor and the German
printers.

“l reported there on March 24, 1947 in
my oid green Army uniform, without rank
badges, of course; | had nothing else,” he
recalled.

“Mr Grove, the local editor, asked me
about my past experience and qualifica-
tions. | gave him my Army particulars.

“Then he asked me to spell “accommo-
dation”. | did so, correctly. His prompt
reply: ‘You are employed. Start tomorrow.”

The Soldier journalists may have known
how to spell one of the most commonly
misspelied words in the English language,
but they had difficulty in pronouncing
Béttger's name. He became known by
everyone as “Mr B”.

He and chief sub-editor Lt Charles
Smith RTR, who had also been a prisoner-
of-war, married sisters. Smith later emi-
grated to Canada, where he became an
editorial executive on Reader’s Digest in
Montreal.

After Soidier pulled out of Hamburg and
concentrated its operation in the UK in
1953, Bottger joined the new West German
Army — and went on to become military
attaché in London from 1970-74 in the rank
of colonel.

From his Norderstedt home, Karl-Heinz
said: “ Soldier gave me a new life after cap-
tivity. | spent a very happy six years there.”
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u Joke went |
fdown like a
| wood balloon

| A snippet of new i
:: issue:pp s from the first
|| . “Totrick British airmen into wast-
il ing bombs, the German Armyasr.:f
§ Occupation in the Netherlands built
|| 2 vast fake airfield of wood, with
. hangars and airplanes painted on it.
& The next night a lone British
| bomber flew overhead and dropped
|| — one wooden bomb. The Germans
|| were most annoyed.

| They couldn’t see the joke.”
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® Souvenir
postcards
showing 20
examples of
Soldier
artwork
covers from
the late
1940s to the
mid-1960s
have been
reproduced
in a full-
colour book.
@ Details of
how to
order this
collection
and a
reprint of
the historic
first edition
appear in
Page 2.

ONE MAN has the distinction of having
served Soldier —both as a staff member and
latterly as a freelance contributor — since
1945.

This half-century of achievement
belongs to the artist Frank Finch, who
joined the magazine as a staff sergeant
shortly after VE Day and produced some of
its most memorable illustrations before
retiring as Art Editor in 1976.

Now, at the grand age of 80, though suf-
fering from arthritis in his hands, he still
contributes to the popular “How Obser-
vant Are You?” competition, a series which
he started in 1956.

Frank, a Lancastrian, who worked as a
commercial artist in the 1930s, spent five
years with the RAMC in East Africa draw-
ing foot-wide illustrations of parasites for
the command malariologist as well as con-
tributing to the Army magazine, Fambo.

On disembarkation leave in 1945 he was

IN the days before hi-
tech graphics, the
task of producing
lively and relevant
front covers often
fell to the art depart-
ment.Over the years
Soldier has been
blessed with several
exceptional talents,
who, as in these
examples by long-
serving Frank Finch
(left and below) and
Alec (right) painted
onto board.

summoned to join Soldier at its
Eaton Square HQ by the assistant
editor, Lt Col Pip Youngman
Carter, himself a talented artist.
Over the years Frank’s free-
lance work has been published in
a number of magazines such as
Tatler, London Opinion, John Bull
and the much-lamented Punch, to
which he sent a speculative car-
toon from East Africa in 1944.
He is believed to be the only
staff member to have been fea-
tured on the front cover of Soldier.
In 1946 the back view of his uni-
formed figure featured in a design
by Eric Earnshaw. “I always felt
sorry for Eric because most of us
were of commissioned rank but he

only had two stripes. Although there was
little feeling of rank by among us by then,
there was this brilliant artist, mooching

SOLDIER R T
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Frank Finch - half
century of artistry

Life in a barrack room, by Alec. The cover of Soldier on the bed, bottom
centre right, has a cover which carries the same artwork in miniature

Frank's own half-century

about in the corporals’ mess!”
Frank has fond memories of those
Eaton Square days - of the
unnamed staff member who
would go mysteriously AWOL
every lunchtime and return
refreshed to his labours at about
3.30 pm - until a camp bed was
discovered in the attic; and of
summer picnics on the green in
the centre of the square (“You
wouldn’t get away with that nowa-
days — it’s high-grade property
now.”)

He also has favourable person-
al recollections of the military
leaders Slim, Wingate, Harding,
Anderson — and Montgomery. Of

the “good luck” message by
Monty on the cover of the first issue, Frank
said: “That was typical of the man. He was
genuinely interested in the magazine.”
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The - '
Legendary @‘J
Aldershot Tattoos

Now on Compact Disc

The Aldershot Command Searchlight Tattoos
of the 1930s are brought to life again cour-
tesy of 1990s technology.

(See review - Soldier Magazine 12/12/94)

Original 78rpm recordings from 1932-1938.

Experience the atmosphere as you listen to
the sounds of 1000 bandsmen in full
regimental ceremonial dress under the stunning
lighting effects, counter-marching the sodden
turf that was the Rushmoor Arena.

For all lovers of military music - a C.D that's
essential to your collection.

Only £9.95 post free from:
FAME (Dept S 50)
PO Box 608
HAILSHAM, SUSSEX
BN27 3UN
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1945-1995 CELEBRATE VICTORY

WITH THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF VICTORY MEDAL

THIS COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL STRUCK IN NICKEL SILVER HAS BEEN PRODUCED
TO CELEBRATE THIS YEAR'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE AMD V].

An opportunity to show your pride in the part you took, overseas or
on the Home Front, in securing freedom for all in the final victory.
Orders are now being taken for delivery prior to this year’s
celebrations. The cost of this medal, complete with a uniquely
designed ribbon for suspension, is £29.95 plus P&P (£3.50 for UK,
£5.00 overseas). PLEASE SEND YOUR ORDER TO SERVICE AWARDS (UK),

This is a commemorative medal and like all commemorative
medals it is unofficial

PO Box 190, RICKMANSWORTH, HertrorDSHIRE WD3 3TU.
TeLepHONE: 01438 811657, Fax: 01438 813320
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO SERVICE AWARDS (UK)
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A DONATION FROM THE NET COST WILL BE MADE TO BLESMA
(BriTisH LIMBLESS EX-SERVICEMENS’ ASSOCIATION)

Lakeside |
Living, |

Exclusive offers

for Army and
MOD personnel.

Hieat yourself to a new home, including lounge with feature fire surround, fitted kitchen, double
olazing and gas central heating. Set beside idyllic Birchmere Lake.

Complete with 100% Home Exchange for existing homeowners. And a 4% mortgage offer.
Which means we'll subsidise your mortgage interest rate down to 4% for 2 years
saving you almost £4,000 on a £50,000 mortgage when compared to today’s
market variable rate of 8.35%.*

Visit now for free fitted carpets, oven, hob and hood, curtains, and light fittings.
PLUS a special armed forces discount which could save you £1,000 or more.

(@W Lakeside Park, Roman Road, off Central Way,

for 2 years.

Thamesmead.
BARRATT Lakeside development 1Y miles from Plumstead BR
SBrivains Lremicr House Budder (21 mins London Bridge). Convenient for the shops and

amenities of Woolwich and Bexleyheath.
1, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes from £44,995 to £94,995.

Huuswuth | m

cach operating area only. *Offer ends April 16th 1995
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Sales office open Thurs to Mon from 10am to 6pm.

Tel: 0181 310 0947

selected properties only. Figures are based on a 2 year fixed mie of 5.99% for first time buyers (6.99% for others) over a 25 year repayment period, net of rax re licf. Barratt to pay a subsidy on morggges up o £50,000, to ensure
.m : N (or 6.99%) interest rate is brought down to 4% for the first 2 of the mortgage, thereafter the lenders' variable base rate will apply. Offer ay u\ ble approved leading lenders operating |_’ year fixed rate of 5.99% for first
time buyers (6.99% for others) or lower, the Barratt subsidy does not apply to the capital element of your mortgage. Offer subject to status, contrace and normal Iim att House Exchange conditions. 100% Home Exchange available within
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NEVER in the field of human conflict or all the
annals of military matters had there been such a sen-
sation as hit the front pages one Thursday in January,

1966.

“Soldier casts off its pin-up girls” mourned the
Daily Telegraph, over a story about the magazine’s
decision to drop its famous pin-up feature after 20
years. “Today marks the end of a Service era” was the
solemnly tongue-in-cheek opening sentence.

“The Army gives its pin-ups the boot”
shrieked the Daily Mirror.

“Soldier cuts the cheesecake”  be-
moaned the Daily Mail, whose gossip
columnist intoned: “Pin-ups...ah, the
word bulges with savoury memories and
evocations.

“Vera Lynn, Naafi cakes, Kiss Me Good-
night Sergeant Major, Come on, let’s be
‘avin’ yer! and all that.

“Where the boys were, there were the
pin-ups. And one great source of supply
was the back page of Soldier, the monthly
magazine of the Army.

“But not any more. Soldier has decided
to abandon the back-page pin-up.”

The Mail noted that the top shelves of
bookstalls were by then crammed with
increasingly more explicit glamour mater-
ial and quoted LCpl Tony Norman as
saying: “Most of Soldier’s pin-ups were too
well-dressed. Lots of clothes, little cleav-
age and girls like Doris Day.”

Cheekily, the Mail columnist added:
“Faced with the competition, Soldier has
given up. After all, it’s published by the
Ministry of Defence. You have got to have
some standards.”

Soldier had carried “glamour” pictures
in most issues, starting with the very first
on March 19, 1945 — the leggy Ida

.
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First glamour pic — Ida Lupino, from the
first edition of the magazine

Lupino, clad in figure-hugging jumper,
hotpants and fish-net stockings. It would
set any red-blooded male’s pulse racing
even now.

First pin-up to occupy the back cover —
and thus start an institution — was the 20-
year-old Cherry Richards, of Doncaster,
Yorkshire. She wore a swimsuit, made from
a vest, which caused a sensation.

Almost half a century later she unwit-
tingly caused more excitement when the

August 18, 1945: first back-page pin-up —
Cherry Richards, in “vest” swimsuit

Imperial War Museum announced it was
trying to trace her in connection with its
1993 “Forces Sweethearts” exhibition.

This set the newshounds howling once
again — packs of them scoured the country
in an undignified hue and cry until one
national newspaper tracked the unsuspect-
ing grandmother down at her home...in
Doncaster.

Back in 1945 the pin-up reflected the
common soldier’s longing to get the war
over and get back home. After Cherry, the
girls featured were mainly from publicity
stills of the major film companies —
demure poses (by today’s standards) of
most of the stars, from Jane Russell to Eliz-
abeth Taylor and Marilyn Monroe to
Raquel Welch.

Back-cover glamour shots were usually
ripped from the magazine and stuck up on
squaddies’ lockers and walls — hence the
word pin-up. It was an astute piece of pub-
licity for the film companies, not to men-
tion for Soldier, whose logo was discreetly
though unmistakably placed in a corner of
the page.

® Turn to next page
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" PIN-UPS

® From Page 31

Other people wanted to
rip the back page from
the magazine for different
reasons.

In 1957, Soldier was
banned from the public
library at  Eastleigh,
Hampshire, because of “a
picture of a young lady
rather scantily dressed”.

The local Army Infor-
mation Centre  had
offered the library free
copies of the magazine.
Perusing its pages, coun-
cil committee members murmured approv-
ingly as they studied articles on the Defence
of Lucknow, Lord Nuffield, and old recruit-
ing posters. Then they reached the back
page — to be startled by the lovely, blonde,
smiling, “girl-next-door” face of Jeanne Fer-
guson.

Library committee chairman Councillor
Albert Lee (30) told the Daily Express later:
“There was this picture on the cover of a
young lady wearing, I think, a bikini. That
was our main objection.”

Sir John Simpson, Controller of HM Sta-
tionery Office, confessed to being “most sur-
prised” by the ban and a puzzled spokesman
for the Army Information Centre agreed,
protesting with hurt pride: “The Queen is a
subscriber. The magazine is read by old sol-
diers and serving men everywhere.”

Opposition to the pin-up there may have
been (and a few schools were less than

banned from
Library in 1957

Jeanne Ferguson - g
Eastleigh Public

enthusiastic), but it was
not until 1965 that editor
Peter Wood decided it
was out of date and
steeled himself to end the
tradition.  Film  star
Shirley Jones, in the
October issue of that
year, was the last before
the axe fell.

An editorial in a subse-
gquent issue confirmed,
like a headmaster dishing
out punishment for
offences committed
behind the bicycle shed,
that the pin-ups indeed
been banished from the
pages of Soldier.

And in what sounded
suspiciously like a recital
of misdemeanours, the
writer added the gratuitous statistics that
since 1945 covers had featured “a pan-
tomime star, a ‘Star in Battledress’, a Wind-
mill girl, eight girls of the Auxiliary
Territorial Service and Naafi, 12 models and
222 film stars.”

It was too good a story for the press to
ignore. After all, it involved our boys in
khaki, a hint of official censorship...and 245
beautiful women.

Apparently surprised by the media outcry,
Soldier was stung into a response in a page
feature in March 1966 which offered an olive
branch to the pro-pin-up lobby.

“Soldier’s decision to give its pin-ups their
marching orders created, to put it mildly,
something of a stir,” said the editorial.

“Journalists all over the world harked back
to their old Army days, wiping away the odd
tear at the thought of the lads being deprived
of the traditional ‘bird on the back’.

Soldier

Left — Pulling the heart-strings — Marilyn
Monroe

Below — Pan’s person - Diana Dors

“There were
suggestions that officialdom
had banned the pin-up. There was no such
ban. The decision to oust the pin-up was
taken editorially and was not influenced by
any outside source.

“The main reason for the decision was
simply that without the pin-up there is more
scope to use the only full colour pages the
magazine is allowed with double-cover pic-
tures of the Army throughout the world.

“It was felt that Soldier’s pin-ups were not
in fact being pinned up, probably because
they were too decorous, and it was not
thought that readers would genuinely miss
them...

“Now, prompted by the publicity, protests
are coming in. IF the demand to bring her
back is really strong, then the pin-up will
again grace the back cover
from time to time. For Sol-
dier is, above all, YOUR
magazine.”

At the foot of the page,
Soldier printed letters from
readers.

“It is with a feeling of sad-
ness and regret that I read
about the disappearance of
our pin-ups...If this diaboli-
cal liberty is to be taken I
shall have to seriously con-
sider cancelling my order.”
— P J Whiley, Taverham,
Norfolk.

“May I offer my sincere
sympathy to the young sol-
diers of today..now their
traditional relaxation is with
them no longer.” — C ] Shirley Jones

Last back-ag pin-up

McKay, Whangerei, New
Zealand.

“As the mother and sister of
a serving soldier, may we say
how sorry we are that you
have seen fit to stop pub-
lishing pictures of young
ladies...We think they
were extremely attractive
in the nicest possible
way.” — Mrs E Hodge
and Miss C Hodge,
Cardiff.

“Do you seriously believe
that any soldier would rather
look at a group of infantile car-
toons than an attractive pin-up? If
so, you are badly mistaken.You are out
of touch; even clueless.” — M W Learey,
Herne Bay, Kent.

“Congratulations on getting rid of the
pin-ups...they were rather boring. What
about pin-ups of gener-
als?” — Alison Kinnis,
Hastings, Sussex.

Pin-ups, even of
generals, never did
return to the back
page or any page of-
Soldier  magazine.

But there is a foot-
note to this story.

Between October 1978
and October 1981, in addi-
tion to the monthly maga-
zine, the Soldier staff in
Aldershot produced a fort-
nightly tabloid newspaper,
Soldier News.

Its later issues included
full-page colour pin-ups of a
more explicit nature, though
far from pornographic,

19
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Pillar of showbiz — Elizabeth Taylor

hidden away on an inside page. Reaction to
them is not recorded, though by then such
illustrations were becoming commonplace
in some sections of the media.

When it was decided to close the newspa-
per and turn the magazine back from a
monthly into a fortnightly (which was how it
started in 1945) the pin-ups disappeared
again.

And as far as we know, they have not been
missed.

Unless, of course, you know better . . .
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'HAMBURG DAYS

Climb of 96 steps kept circulation going

BREAKFAST in bed on Sundays - and a
climb of 96 steps up to the office — are vivid
recollections for Doug Watson, of Nuneaton,
who worked on the Soldier circulation staff
in Hamburg in 1947-48.

Doug, who was a corporal in the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment by the time he was
demobbed, had seen service in the RAF and
the Glider Pilot Regiment before being
posted to No 1 British Army Newspaper Unit
in Hamburg.

“During my time with Soldier we lived in
civilian billets at 24 Binder-strasse, where

JOHN PREBBLE, the distinguished writer
now in his 80th year, joined No 1 British
Army Newspaper Unit and Soldier in
rubble-strewn Hamburg in the autumn of
1945.

He was there “throughout a hard, bitter
and relentless winter” and into the spring,
when demobilisation took him away.

A Beaverbrook journalist before the war,
he had been conscripted into the Royal
Artillery in 1940.

After the war he resumed his career as a
newspaperman and has since
achieved considerable promi-
nence and acclaim as a novelist,
historian, film writer and
author of dramatised documen-
taries for TV and radio.

His trilogy The Highland
Clearances, Glencoe and Cullo-
den are classic works of Scottish
history. In 1993 he was award-
ed the McVitie Prize for the
Scottish Writer of the Year.

In his highly-recommended
“intermittent biography”,
Landscapes and Memories*, he
crafts an evocative collage com-
prising Scotland, its scenery
and history, and his personal
recollections of a life which

on Sundays we were usually served break-
fast in bed.

“Unit transport was housed in the nearby
telephone exchange, where the usual rou-
tine in the mornings was to push the Volk-
swagen until it started, tow the Humber with
that, the 15cwt with the Humber, and the 3-
tonner with the 15cwt.

“The staff of about a dozen then piled in
for the trip to our office in Grossebleichen-
strasse — which involved a climb of 96
steps!”

Doug worked with Sgt Charlie Ogier, ex-

Right: John Prebble (greatcoat, right) and pho-
tographer Desmond O’Neill research a story on
Hamburg’s orphans living in the ruins of the city

1940s photographs loaned by John Prebble and Doug Watson

Cameronians. As well as distributing the
magazine to north and south Germany a
large number went to London, via train to
the Hook of Holland.

“Another monthly chore was to take a
load of old magazines to the meal halt at
Bentheim, where they were sold to the
incoming soldiers.

“At the leave centre at Scharbeutz on the
Baltic Coast we had a small ‘shop’ and every
so often a couple of us were detached from
Friday to Monday morning to sell Soldier
and have a good time.”

family home in the last cen-
tury. It occupied a corner
7| with Schiuter-strasse,
opposite a telephone
exchange. This was brave-
ly manned by a corporal of
the Royal Engineers and a
polyglot flock of young girls,
released slave-labour from
Western and  Eastern
Europe.

At the end of the street
there had once been a syn-
agogue, according to an old
map | found in the office,
but no one | spoke to could
or would remember it.

The house also over-
& looked the green square of
Ansucht Garten in which
every tree of any size had
long since been cut for fuel.
Not many of the city's trees
survived the last black
winter of war and the first of
peace. Old men and
women now gathered meagre
twigs in the parks, and chil-
dren stood on the stumps of
once magnificent lindens,
bargaining for cigarettes and
coffee.

There were three storeys to
the greystone house and we —
sergeants and sergeant-

included six years in the Army.

As a soldier based near Duisburg in the
hot German summer of 1945 he began
writing his second novel, The Edge of Dark-
ness, but admits that he “gave more care
and placed more hope in the pieces I also
wrote for Soldier, the BANU magazine I
wished to join in Hamburg.”

Eventually he achieved his wish, leaving
34

his unit to become a sergeant-reporter with
No 1 BANU in the devastated city centre.

%We produced our magazine Soldier in a
ruined print-house on Grossebleichen-strasse
but were quartered in Binder-strasse to -the
north, beyond Loigny Platz in the district that
had perhaps suffered least from Allied raids.

The house was large, built as a comfortable

reporters - lived on the first
floor. Below us were the unit's drivers, mechan-
ics and clerks...Our vehicles filled the small front
garden, wheels and petrol tanks locked at night
against black-market thieves.”

Prebble writes eloquently of people and
events in those transitional, immediate
postwar times.

“Burckhardt was a journalist and had

attached himself to BANU before | arrived in
Hamburg. He rarely came to Binder-strasse,
preferring to meet us in the office of Soldier, per-
haps because he had been long denied any
access to the noise, the smell and the tension of
a print-shop.

The damaged building had once produced
Signal, a photogravure magazine for the
Wehrmacht, and some of its machinery had sur-
vived to be of use to us. A falling bomb had cut a
large slice from roof to basement, leaving most
of the floors open to the air. Some attempt was
made to board the gaps, but elsewhere a false
step meant a fall into an inner pit of twisted metal
and ice-covered masonry. On the worst days of
winter great icicles hung from the wounded
stone and iron, and the misted view from above
was like looking into an Arctic inferno.

The type-setting room was unboarded, and

Above left: Sergeants’ Mess, Binder-strasse. O'Neill took this picture of (from left) Johnny
Rankine, John Prebble, Ken Pemberton-Wood and Ray Head. Above centre: 24 Binder-
strasse, where the ORs and Sergeants’ Messes were housed on different floors. Above
right: Doug Watson and colleagues in the Soldier shop in Scharbeutz on the Baltic coast

his office with a 1947
issue of Soldier
which he remembers
being prepared in
Hamburg

ASK Col Mike Young to recall one of the
most uncomfortable moments of his life
and he will take you back to 1947 to a build-
ing in Hamburg.

There, as a 12-year-old schoolboy, he
was suddenly asked by his teacher to make
an impromptu speech of thanks on behalf
of his fellow classmates.

The venue was Soldier magazine’'s
offices hidden away in a back street off the
city’s fashionable centre, where the school
party had been taken on a tour.

“lI remember it was pretty chaotic and
there wasn’t an inch of space, but | was fas-
cinated by the paste-ups, and how the staff
put the ‘jigsaw’ together,” he says.

He and his brother had not been in Ham-
burg long, and were attending the British
School. They had travelled from England to
join their father, a Royal Artillery officer who

Col Mike Young in =% 1 i

was Hamburg’s town major.

When he subsequently joined the Army,
he broke his father’s heart by opting, flot for
the gunners, but for the Royal Army Ord-
nance Corps.

His visit to the magazine was one of the
seeds that led to an interest in writing, says
Col Young.

These days, he is to be found at Deepcut,
Surrey, where he edits the Royal Logistic
Corps Journal, following six years in the
editor’s chair of the Royal Corps of Trans-
port’s magazine, The Waggoner.

He has collected copies of Soldier for
many years.

“l look on it as a vibrant publication,” he
says, “and | read every word about the RLC
and its predecessors. The Army has
changed, and Soldier has to — and does —
reflect that. Its speed of reaction to events
is admirable: | pick up more about the Army
in the magazine than anywhere else.”

He remembers vividly that day in Ham-
burg 48 years ago: it was the first time he
ever had to make a speech.

an enduring picture in my mind is of snow spi-
ralling on the up-wind from the pit. It was drawn
into the floor where it fell gently upon hunched
shoulders, the scarves, coats, caps and woollen
mittens of the printers.

They were mostly middle-aged men, and
because they did not want Occupation Marks

they too were paid in kind, in cigarettes, tea,
coffee or other barterable commaodities.

Having no English, they set type letter by
letter and made fewer mistakes than | have
known in Britain.*™
*Landscapes and Memories by John Prebble.
HarperCollins, paperback, £7.99.
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Above: THE GULF (1990) - Key players on a
Challenger 2 are Defence Secretary Tom King, 7 Armd
Bde commander Brig Patrick Cordingley and Gen Sir
Peter de la Billiere, Commander British Forces

Left: ADEN (1957) — British armoured cars in the
Khreba Pass, Western Aden Protectorate

Right: NORTHERN
IRELAND (1969-95) -
An end to the Troubles
in sight at last?

Top left: PALESTINE — British soldiers
search for arms hidden among food
entering the old city of Jerusalem

Left (inset): BERLIN (1961) — Cold War

Left: BOSNIA (1992) - British armour
escorts a United Nations aid convoy

Left: MALAYA (1956) —
A Royal Hussar
examines the identity
card of a Chinese lorry
driver’s mate

Below: THE FALKLANDS (1982) -
Troops file ashore as a Royal Marine
watches for Argentine aircraft

Above: KOREA (1952)
— More prisoners

Below:RWANDA
(1994) — British Army
medics treat a child
caught up in civil war

Café Gondrée, Pegasus Bridge

Close to Pegasus Bridge, this café was the first building to be liberated in 1944 by the
6th Airborne Division. It remains unchanged, the walls covered with mementoes, a
living monument to the invasion. Monsieur and Madame Georges Gondrée and their
two daughters were the first French family to be liberated and the café became a first-
aid post. Casualties were brought in and the dining-room was used as an operating
theatre. Georges Gondrée dug up ninety-nine bottles of champagne which he had
buried in the garden adjacent to the café, to celebrate and give to the sick!

The café is now owned by the Gondrées' daughter, Arlette, who was only 4 at the
time of the landings. She is always delighted to tell the history of her special home,
which she feels is a shrine to all the veterans. Outside the cafe is a plaque
commemorating its liberation in the last hour of June 5th 1944. Tel: 31.44.62.25.

WITH ALL GOOD WISHES TO SOLDIER MAGAZINE ON THEIR
50TH ANNIVERSARY 1995

e —

SUEZ (1956) — British soldiers dig in at a forward position on the
Canal Road at the EI Cap Station. Port Said is 35km away

Café Gondrée, Pegasus Bridge, Bénouville 14970
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'EATON SQUARE/HAMBURG DAYS
Cameramans story
a real cliff-hanger

Desmond O’Neill, founder photographer

AMONG Soldier’s founder photographers
was Desmond O’Neill, who the previous
year as a young cine-cameraman had
scooped the world with his pictures of the
British D-Day landings.

Sgt O’Neill, of the Lancashire Fusiliers,
was one of six stills and cine men of No 5
Army Film and Photographic Unit who
landed with the 3rd Division on Sword
beach.

Soon afterwards he was shot in the arm
and was evacuated back to England. His
film was collected and stills were released to
the press.

Former Soldier writer Richard Elley, who
accompanied O’Neill on many magazine

assignments, says the D-Day incident did
not dampen the young photographer’s
enthusiasm.

“In 1948 in Gibraltar he wanted to shoot
down the runway, so we went to the top of
the Rock and, as I held his ankles, he
crawled to the edge of the sheer north face
and poked his camera over.”

O’Neill worked for Soldier until 1951.
Now, at the age of 72, he is still active as
one of Britain’s leading society photogra-
phers.

Another of the magazine’s first photogra-
phers was the late Monty Berman, who in
later years produced The Sainr and other
drama series for television.

Ken smoked out
a delivery truck

KEN Pemberton-Wood,
who was to become Soldier’s
longest-serving staff man,
was not in Brussels when the
magazine started. He was up
at Luneburg “getting on with
winning the war”, he says
with a grin.

While Admiral Doenitz
was discussing uncondition-
al surrender with Monty,
Ken and other members of
the Forward Press Camp
were in the adjoining tent
reporting on the most
momentous event which the
magazine was to report in its
early days.

Having enlisted in the
Royal Artillery and been
commissioned in the field

When eventually he
joined Soldier, first in
accounts and then in circu-
lation, he pulled off some-
thing of a coup in Hamburg
when he got wind of a
British Fordson 15cwt
truck still in its desert cam-
ouflage, languishing in a
German private garage.

He approached the
owner with a free-issue tin
of cigarettes, made an offer
the owner did not refuse,
and scooped up his bargain
transport. Thereafter
the truck, with its special
V8 engine, was regularly
packed with thousands of
copies of the magazine to
be taken to Hamburg sta-

from staff sergeant to cap- Ken Pemberton-Wood, longest tion and on to the many

tain, Ken commanded the serving member of staff

No 1 British Army News

Unit (of which Soldier was part) after join-
ing 2nd Army public relations section at
Eindhoven in the Netherlands.

He had worked in public relations, news-
papers and magazines before the war and
his job now entailed conducting the Press
around battlefields (and, he hoped, bring-
ing them all back).

He helped all the press or observer offi-
cers such as Richard Dimbleby and Rex
North as well as all the war correspondents
of the national press through the Ardennes
offensive, the Reichswald campaign and
the crossing of the Rhine.
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sales points in BAOR, UK
and overseas theatres.
Hamburg left an indelible impression on
Ken, who recalls many acres of rubble. But
he had also been in Coventry with 59 Bat-
tery (AA) (TA) when his home town was
blitzed.
However, he felt no elation during the
final surrender.
“It was all very low-key, because we did
not expect the surrender to stick,” he said.
"Fortunately it did last . . . and so did
Soldier. Ken went on to become the maga-
zine’s advertisement manager, giving 33
highly successful years’ service before retir-
ingin 1978.

John McGuirk, a ona Soldier reader sine he first issu

Oon a Copenhagen
paper run-by
@;lowf'le\IEI b om .e.__._ .

Charles Tresise recalls the early
days of the circulation department

THE setting up of the distribution chain
around the 21st Army Group in Europe, let
alone collecting the sixpences (the first two
issues were free, but thereafter they had to
be paid for), took some organising.

I remember getting a call from Copen-
hagen, recently liberated, asking for sup-
plies for our chaps there.

I asked the French air force if they could
fly me there and they promptly supplied a
bomber — I think it was a Boston — and I
flew up in the rear gunner’s seat with a con-
signment of copies at near zero altitude,

which the French crew thoroughly enjoyed
as we skimmed over streams of returning
PoWs and refugees

There were similar trips to Vienna and,
eventually, Berlin.

A few days before VE Day we entered
Hamburg and with a few war correspon-
dents I found the wrecked offices of the big
German shipping line Nordeutscher-Lloyd.

In the cellars were thousands of cases of
wine. I was wading ankle deep in booze and
watched the late Christopher Buckley, cor-
respondent of the Daily Telegraph, selecting
priceless bottles of wine and, for lack of a
corkscrew, simply knocking the necks off, in
order to taste them.

One of the correspondents, Dick McMil-
lan of British United Press, had liberated a
magnificent black limousine specially built
for Admiral Doenitz [overall commander of
German forces since Hitler’s death] by the
Zeppelin Company.

A plaque on the engine read “In the event
of mechanical problems, telephone Frei-
drickshaven 1 [where they built the Zep-
pelins] and a mechanic will be flown to you
anywhere in the world.”

The booze that we acquired was used for
my stag party the night before my wedding
on VE Day to my Belgian girlfriend, Jackie,
at Waterloo.

SOLDIER &
MAGAZINE

p marks

yalty . . .

COMPETING for the record for the
longest unbroken readership of the maga-
zine are Mr John D McGuirk, of Reading,
and Mr Len Oliver, of Colchester.

Mr McGuirk was 16-year-old member of
the 1st Royal Berks Army Cadets when he
bought the first issue of Soldier from the
newly-opened Naafi Club in Mytchett
Woods near Aldershot in 1945.

“I enlisted at Reading in October 1946
and was demobbed in April 1969 — and I
am still reading Soldier,” he said.

Mr Oliver, a frequent correspondent to
the Letters pages, has also been a loyal
reader for 50 years, ever since seeing the
first issue while serving near Nijmegen.
Running them all a close race are Mr
Percy S Pearson, of Great Yarmouth, and
Mr H Merritt, of Godalming, Surrey, who
have been continuous subscribers since the

autumn of 1945. s R Lo o
...but

@ AT the age of
90, former national
newspaperman
Reg Foster, who
worked with Soldier
in 1945, can lay
claim to being the
magazine’s  oldest
reader. S

One of a group of | {
five ex-Servicemen |°
who pass each copy
of the magazine
around to one
other, he was highly
complimentary
about Soldier when
he spoke to us from :
his home in Pevensey Bay, Sussex, as this
issue was being prepared for the printers.

And that was high praise indeed from a
man who was never far from the headlines
in a long career which included spells on
the Daily Mail, Daily Herald, News Chroni-
cle, Sunday Despatch and Daily Sketch.

It was while he was working for the
Skerch in the early 1960s that he was one of
two reporters sent to jail for refusing to dis-
close their sources of information to the
Vassall Tribunal (the other was the late
Brendan Mullholland).

His three-month sentence was reduced
to two for good behaviour — initially in Brix-
ton, then in Ford Open Prison, Sussex,
where he spent his time gardening.

During the Second World War as an offi-
cer in the Intelligence Corps, Reg worked
on the Army publications Contact and
SEAC in the Far East before joining the
British Army Newspaper Unit staff who
worked alongside the Soldier team at Eaton
Square in 1945 (see picture, Page 24).
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TASK OR RESOURCE SCHEDULES?

.... Plan, Present and Communicate effectively with the “NEW GENERATION” Bfficients systems....

A SYSTEM TO MEET EVERY REQUIRE-
MENT

Modular panels mounted into dedica-
ted wall tracking, linked together for-
ming a planning board of any size.
Information is displayed by unique,
non-slip magnetic signals.

APPLICATIONS

® Project Planning

@ Training Schedules

@ Personnel Movements
@ Production Planning
® Timetables

#» Maintenance Plans

People who need to visualise and com-

municate their plans EFFORTLESSLY,

choose this UNIQUE, modular, magnetic

system...

An &iE187E% information package, S
including details of the FREE PLANNING  GShaseZ
ADVISORY SERVICE is available on

request.

Eurocharts 0ld Bell Works, School Lane, Pilling, Lancashire PR3 6HB,
the planning and information board people ~ U.K., Tel: 01253-790111 Fax: 01253-790122

World War Il Commemorative Series - UK
VICTORY IN EUROPE

WE HAVE WON THE WAR
LET US NOW WIN THE PEACE

@ L. NeBgominy
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21st Army Group Combined Operations Combined Operations 50th Anniversary
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U.K. DISTRIBUTORS:
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HALF CENTURY OF SPORT e . SOLDIERE

FLYING Officer Eddie Hapgood, the England and
Arsenal full back, started it. Extracts from his auto- & i
biography, Football Ambassador, appeared in the 3 : :

first issues of Soldier to set the high standard for agozf 'AI:‘GF c::rcr:yina?:;nit“:::
sports'coverage which has remained a feature of Hal‘l’ 1945. Below: Action from
the magazine’s content. : s i I

Today’s sports pages reflect Army endeavour grr‘zf‘?"; n%‘:;ci :ﬁmﬁmﬂﬁh
from corps to Inter-Service and international level. coub aP e.h ave not changed, but
In 1946 the magazine carried news of the British safetygmeasures have = the
Empire cricket “Test” matches between England form of head-guards
and Australia, the 2,000 Guineas at Newmarket, A e
and the state of teams in the Football League -
anything that would interest men deprived of news
from home.

CSM Paul Irwin, a Sunday Express sports editor
before the war, produced stories from the White
City athletics track, Lord’s, Wembley . . . and the
Albert Hall boxing match that pitted the Army
against the combined Royal Navy-Royal Air Force.
Nothing changes . . . the Army won. The pictures
reproduced on this
page are a snap-
shot of a few of the
faces that made
the sports news.

Soldier-athlete: K
Akabusi, world class
400m hurdler

Left: The supreme Olympian: Capt
Jim Fox REME, the Army’s finest pen-
tathlete, competed in four Olympic
Games between 1964 and 1976
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- - llustrati lorn rtile in.
ic Earnshaw's illustration
gﬂlgti:tli 946 on the Scarlet Pimpernel of Bafu:u:'ent_::a :
Capt F A Clarke of the Int Corps, the man the In c:in e
sians called “The Snake With The Four Heads t
Unarmed, he bullied, cajoled and th.realened t{: 19:
hundreds of Europeans and Eurasians out of the

Indonesian hell-camps

“An idea of my own,
Sir, to keep the fire pic-
quet out of mischief!” -
the whimsical humour
of Frank Finch. This
cartoon appeared in
October 1946. Frank's
incredible contribution
to the magazine spans
all of its 50 years. His
HOAY competition
drawings still attract
hundreds of entries

Love is in the air.

Detail from a page
of cartoons pub-
lished in June 1946

“Aw, don’t
be like that,
Sir! | just got
interested in
reading the
notices. . .”
- Sgt Jimmy
Friell, Sep-
tember 1945,
one of the
originals
with his reg-
ular cartoon
featuring
“Smudger”

The words listed below can all be found in our word
square. If you would prefer not to cut your copy
photocopied entries will be acceptable. Send your
entry to SOLDIER Magazine Word Square, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU; to arrive no later
than Friday April 7. The first four correct entries to be
drawn will be the winners. The Editor’s decision is
final, and no correspondence will be entered into.

WAR LETTERS
ARMY ALAMEIN.
FIELD CARTOONS

PIN UP NATIONAL
WORLD NEWSPAPER
SECOND LIBERATION
MUSEUM CHURCHILL
BRITISH EXHIBITION
WINSTON MONTGOMERY
MARSHAL ANNIVERSARY

FOUR SETS OF FAMILY TICKETS TO THE 1995

Royal Tournament

to be won

Enter our 50th anniversary wordsearch competition, and you could win a set of
family tickets to see the 1995 Royal Tournament, a spectacular show celebrating
the 50th anniversary of Victory 1945 and the end of the Second World War.
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August 18, 1945: Sol-
diers dramatic front
cover records the
surrender of Japan
and the end of the
Second World War

matic illustration

August 4, 1945: Ja

captured war scen

“Of course, you boys are lucky to get your leave in the
summer.” - Jon’s famous Two Types enjoy a holiday back
home in August 1945. The characters achieved “star” status

ot

i

panese trecery captured in another d
_ ra-
by Eric Earnshaw, whose drawings vividly
es from Normandy to the Luneburg trials

Detail from Lelts Page

| artwork, 1945-46

B Jungle fun by A F Wiles, a reg-
@ ular in the cartoon pages. This

one appeared in July 1949
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SOLDIER

MAGAZINE {
YEARS ON

AND FINALLY . . .

( gm———E T ‘ e The Rt Hon J Enoch Powell
P o ~ : v : (below), late Royal Warwick-
shires, revealed in an inter-
view a few years ago that he
had asked to be buried in the
brigadier’s uniform he wore
in the Second World War

OVER the years a host of famous military names have
appeared in the pages of Soldier, from Montgomery,
Wavell and Slim in the early days to Bramall, de la Bil- n
liere and Rose in more recent times. : L y L
Old soldiers who have since achieved fame in other ured here leafing through an

fields have talked about their Service days — and even The late Les Daiwsznéﬂg:a magazine in his back garden,
taken up the pen themselves. ' early bound volum but it was not used.

? - icle as a squaddie, 4
Sir Harry Secombe (above) signed a photo: “To Sol- submitted an artic of our ways and pub

| | i e 1970s, we saw the error v
R ll-i::\eerc,ilz 'It'lri‘larious piece by him, complete with cartoons

Spike Milligan
talked openly
about his hor-
rific experi-
encesasa
gunner in the
Italian cam-
paign of major and |

EN AND NOW

winter of 1945 set in the but when Sgt Sil- s : o o
German printing staff would verside took the | :
be wrapped up against the cold picture  (below

left) of a compos-
itor making-up
a page it was
still September.
This man and
his colleagues
had wuntl re-

: i : itish Army Ma-
Lord (Denis) Healey told readers of the British /

g:zin(e of hi)s time as a beachmaster at Anzio in thc_z rank
ater as a battling politician at Westminster

IN battered Hamburg the
building in which they pro-
duced early issues of Soldier

was largely open to the ele-
ments, cut through by a falling
bomb. By the time the icy

 significant part played for
- 17 years by Anne Arm- cently produced
 smongMBE. Goebbels’s

colour magazine
Signal in the
same building,
on some of the
best equipment
in Europe.

The hot-metal
printing process
was then the

~ Her famous column
- was part of a tireless and
 hugely successful person-

~ al campaign to improve

- thelotof Service men and -
 women and their families,
~ particularly those down
_ ontheitlpeck,. @~

 Anne, nom-de-plume

L

~ taking on all-comers and
| battling until she got a

- of Mrs Jacqueline Mayo,
~ offered a fortnightly page
_or two of vital, no-non-

sense advice to readerson
~ a wide range of subjects

 she is still greatly missed
by soldiers, their wives
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Picture: Imperial War Museurmn

;-"cﬁisﬁdii‘xg'zeai@be. gained = norm. Operators
 a formidable reputation | working on huge
_ for fearless independence, American Inter-

type  machines
set copy typed on

to paper by the Soldier journal-

then slotted the lead type and
photographic plates into page
forms and an impression was
made which was turned into
plates ready for printing. Ger-
man printers producing a mag-

Fifty years on, much of Sol-
dier’s production is carried out
with the benefit of state-of-the-
art computer technology. Text
and headlines keyed in by edi-
torial staff are called-up on

 result. She was once  from the mid-70s untl _ azine in English rarely posed a screens, where page layouts are

 described as “a peptic  her untimely desth in ists. : : Problem. Soldier employed bi- designed.

Lulosrin fie bellv ofthe My 1988 - composuors fo_llowmg sub- lingual “go-betweens” and The final page images, com-
 Miningy of Defence” Ak e v o editors’ and artists’ layouts there were few errors. plete with scanned-in pictures,

are then copied on to floppy
disks and sent to the printers.
In our 1995 picture (above)
Soldier art editor Les Gwyer
designs a colour front cover
on-screen.
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Fd Marshal Montgomery and Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, whose belief in troop information led to
the creation of Soldier, pictured looking at Dragon’s
Teeth on the Siegfried Line during a visit to the
Front. On the left is Fd Marshal Sir Alan Brooke,
Chief of the Imperial General Staff, on the right Gen

# Simpson, US Army. Churchill spoke to men of the
51st (Highland) Division, chalked a message — “Hitler
- personally” — on a 240mm shell, and fired it across
the Rhine at retreating Germans. This picture
appeared in the first edition of Soldier.
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The pictures here are from our Frank
Finch cartoon archives. Find ten dif-
ferences in detail and you could be
£50 richer or win a new book. Circle

the differences in the right-hand
picture, cut out the whole panel,
add your name and address and send
to HOAY 607, Soldier, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot GU1l1 2DU by

April 7. Do not include anything else

in your envelope. More than one entry
can be submitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The first correct
entries drawn will be the winners. No
correspondence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the winner of the
£50 first prize and two runners-up
will be announced in the May 1
issue.

Name: (Give rank or title)

Address:

Competition No 604 (February 6 issue): Congratulations to WO2 M Blake, 1st Bty, 14 Regt RA, Larkhill, Salisbury, who wins £50.
Book prizes go to runners-up Mrs L Williams, of Burry Port, Dyfed, and Russell King, of Barnstaple, Devon.

* DPM SAS SMOCKS

* PLCE BERGENS

* SAS BERGENS

* SNUGPAK S/BAGS

* 58 S/BAGS

* DPM PARA SMOCKS

* BERGHAUS VULCAN

* KITBAGS

* BIVVI BAGS

* KIP MATS

* DPM COMBAT JACKETS
* BERGHAUS ROC

* MILITARY SLEEPING BAGS
* FLEECE S/BAG LINERS
* MERAKLON S/BAG LINER
* DANNER BOOTS

* BRITTON BOOTS

* HI-TEC MAGNUM

* ASSAULT BOOTS

FREE CATALOGUE

“BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIERS OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS”
MARCH IN - KIT OUT

BRITTON BOOTS
(GO FAST)

Leather lined £48.99 — Cambrelle lined £58.99
Assault boots (illustrated) Special offer £40

* DESERT BOOTS

* JUNGLE BOOTS

* AMMO BOOTS

* KSB BOOTS

* SORBOTHANE INSOLES
* SPECIAL FORCES BOOTS
* GEORGE BOOTS

* 58 WEBBING

* PLCE WEBBING

* PLCE CHEST RIGS

* COMBAT VESTS

* US WEBBING

* Q/R BELTS

* 44 W/B POUCHES

* SUIT POUCHES

* RATION POUCHES

* SAS POUCHES

% SA 80 SLINGS

* BERETS * BADGES * SOCKS * PTI TOPS (OLD PATT) % PTI VESTS * RON HILL TRACKSTERS * TRANGIA COOKERS

* KARRIMOR RUCKSACKS * MILITARY TENTS % QUICK ERECT TENTS % KFS * SHEMAGHS * MAGLITE * PELICAN

® US ARMY TORCHES * G10 WATCHES & GREY WATCH STRAPS * SEIKO MILITARY WATCHES & CASIO WATCHES

* TIMEX WATCHES * COMBAT GLOVES * GORE-TEX SPLIT PALM MITTS * PONCHOS * FACE PAINT * OFFICERS’ KIT
* SURVIVAL KIT * NBC KIT @ BARBOUR ¢ HELLY HANSEN

POST & PACKING ALL ORDERS ADD £2.99

PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION PHONE 0717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN’S (DEPTS), MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS

" E @® Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm e @

HITEC
~
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EMPLOYMENT & |
RESETTLEMENT

" SOLDIER MART

NEED ACV?
For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

C ‘ ] ~« We specialise
in HM Forces

CV - Compilation, Presentation, Updating

and Laser Printing. Military CVs. Résumes. Forces Dept
Application Letters. EC
Competitive Price. Quality Content. Free Weél?gﬂgéa:ds
Storage. Express and Fax Service Available. 023.358 2187
SERVICE - CV SERVICES ..

Dept (a), 2 TERN GARDENS,

PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ

TellFax: 01752 344842 (2 hrs) . Please mention SOLDIER when

replying to advertisements

NORTH SEA MEDICAL CENTRE
3 Lowestoft Road, Gorleston,

Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 65G
OFFSHORE MEDIC
TRAINING
Are you SRN, SEN, CMT! or RMAI,

about to leave the Services and interested
in working as an Offshore Medic?

MILITARY CV SERVICES
The original CV service for HM Forces;
established in 1984
Your CV written by a former ARMY
OFFICER and current full time
CAREER CONSULTANT. Since
1984, over 1,500 satisified Service
clients, many of whom now hold

good civilian jobs.
®CVs
@ Applications
@ Job search skills
@ Interview coaching
Why not write or telephone for full details to:

Course commences: May 1995
(Statutory training is required prior to
employment offshore)

This Course is available via Resettlement.
Advice and assistance given on
employment.

To enquire further, contact: Anthony Jacques MC
Wendy Riseborough 66 High View Road, Guildford,
Tel: 01493 600011 Surrey GU2 5RU.
Fax: 01493 656253 Tel: 01483 69391 D8

D7

IS THE RECESSION OVER?

The media have been reporting for
sometime that the general view is the
recession that has affected many, is
now over. Unfortunately, this is not
the view shared by all and there are
many people who have seen no
improvement in their overall financial
position for sometime, and in some
cases the situation may continue to
deteriorate--

If you find yourself in a position
whereby you are unable to cope with
your finances, don't let your creditors
force you into Bankruptcy. If you are
adjudged Bankrupt this will no doubt
affect your position within society, put
a greater strain on family life and may
effect your career and benefits that you
have accrued to date.

COMPANY

INSOLVENCY & BUSINESS
S ERVICES

SALISBURY OFFICE:
Albany House,

5 New Street, Salisbury,
Wiltshire SP1 2PH

TELEPHONE:
01722-330688

If you find yourself in these
Fax: 01722414546

circumstances and wish for independent
professional advice, please call us for a
free consultation and ask for lan Davey
or Barry Knights on 01722 330688.

REGIONAL OFFICES:
Southampton, Ashford
& London

CO

CABOUCHON

A serious income opportunity
Full or part-time
UK FRANCE GERMANY

Retailing, party planning, and net working quality designer costume jewellery.
New men’s collection.

Unlimited earnings potential.
FREE TRAINING AND SUPPORT.
For further information telephone
Valerie Pertwee 01895 822124 (24 hrs)

Please leave your name and phone number (independent distributor)

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE

All new advertisements are accepted on a pre-paid
basis only. Cheques/POs payable to “Soldier”.
Monthly accounts will be opened subject to
approval and satisfactory references. Otherwise
prepayment applies.

D4

SOLDIER Advertising
01252 347352

HAVERING HOSPITALS NHS TRUST
OLDCHURCH/HAROLD WOOD/RUSH GREEN

LOCUM CONSULTANT IN
ANAESTHETICS

Locum Consultant in Anaesthetics required as soon as possible
for 3 months. Havering Hospitals Trust provides presently on
three sites, a wide range of general and specialist services,
including Neurosurgery. A recently upgraded 7 bedded ITU is
situated on one site with high dependence bed on another site.

Job share welcome. good road/rail links with Central London.

Informal enquiries to: Dr. P. McComish, Clinical Lead
Anaesthetics on 01708 708443 or Mr. C. Constable, Group
Manager, Surgery on 01708 708430.

Application with 4 coples of CVs with names and addresses
of 2 referees to the Recrultment Centre, Oldchurch
Hospital, Waterloo Road, Romford, Essex. RM7 OBE. 01708
708003/708186, quoting Ref.No. 485.

Closing date: 31st March 1995.
Only shortlisted candidates will be notified
Working towards equal opportunities
Havering Hospitals is a Non Smoking Environment

UNBEATABLE Eic
SERVI E o
C

:

i
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VOLVO

e German or UK delivery
e RHD or LHD programme
e Used Car Sales in Germany

e Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

o Finance — dm. or Sterling

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

NAME AND RANK .......cccoovirmmnmmesssnneessissisissesssanssssssmmssrosssssssnsssiasssesss
ADDRESS .........ccoiviivienrinorsionssconsmsnsabsssisssivaaninnannsssssnasssonacssnasness "
.................................................. 3 NSRRI R e S P e
U1 || OO B e P R DEL. REQ. BY......iciiitinninin e

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

HOTLINE

Germany 0130-8544-96




- SCHOOL POOL

WARMINSTER SCHOOL

Coeducational, Day and Boarding

4 to 18 years old
% Pupils can join at any age
* Long experience in caring for Service families
* Bursaries available, plus 6th Form Scholarships, and awards at 11+
* Continuity of educaton across the whole age range, within a caring,

friendly community
% An opportunity to keep the whole family together
* Small class sizes, excellent facilities
* High standards, and clear expectations
Prospectus and further details may be obtained from
Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8PJ
(Tel: 0985 213038; Fax: 0985 214129)

Warminster School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girls Be

Kinlet'Hall Bewdley Worcestershire
A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families

* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

% High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline

@ All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

% Our own escorts to and from airports and stations

® Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats.
Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn.
Telephone: Kinlet (0299) 841230. Fax: 0299 841444

SCEA SCHOOLS ADVICE SECTION

For informed advice on boarding matters, contact:

Service Children’s Education Authority (SCEA)
Schools Advice Section

HQ DGAGC

Worthy Down

Winchester SO21 2RG

Tel: 0962 887933
Winchester Military Exchange Ext 2933

The staff of this section are happy to answer written queries or to
discuss over the telephone any matter related to school selection
or problems with boarding education in general. A range of
helpful pamphlets is available.

The section also helps parents with other problems, including
state day school admissions, grants and awards.

Normanton School

Normanton School, Buxton is in the heart of the Peak District National
Park and since 1877 has aimed at offering a suitably well balanced
education to all our pupils. Normanton is inter-denominational and
welcomes pupils from the UK and overseas.

Boarding and Day school for boys and girls 8-18.

Small classes (average 12) in care of fully qualified staff to A’ level.
Entry by interview and report. Excellent academic results. Good sporting facilities.

ST. JOHNS ROAD, BUXTON, DERBYSHIRE SK17 65J
TEL: BUXTON (0298) 22745

07
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HOMEFIELD

Independent Day and Boarding School
for BOYS and GIRLS

Preparatory Dept Senior Dept
Tuckton Winkton
BOURNEMOUTH CHRISTCHURCH

HEADMASTER:
A. C. Partridge, Dip.Ed., A.C.P., F.R.G.S.

Homefield is a Co-educational DAY/BOARDING School
offering places to pupils of all ages between 3 and
16 plus.

Forces Personnel are particularly encouraged and
FEES ARE COMMENSURATE WITH SERVICE
ALLOWANCES.

The School enjoys a very good reputation for producing
well educated, responsible young people who can take
their places in Society leading by personal example.
There is a wide range of Academic, Practical and
Recreational subjects available, and the School boasts its
A.C.F., AT.C. and Sea Cadets Organisations, also good
Sports Teams and a fine Orchestra.

For Prospectus and details contact:

The Admissions Secretaries
Christchurch 476644 and Bournemouth 429483
A registered charity that exists to provide education for children.m

BEDSTONE COLLEGE

Bucknell, Shropshire SY7 0BG.

Senior College: 11-19 years
Preparatory Department: 7-11 years
Pre-Preparatory: 3%-7 years

THE BOARDING SCHOOL FOR THE
WELSH BORDER COUNTIES

® Fully Co-Educational
® Boarding & Day School
® Teaching to University Entrance |
@ Wide range of extra-curricular activities
® Beautiful surroundings
® Scholarships and Bursaries are available
® Special allowances for Services

For further details and a copy of the prospectus please

contact:
The Headmaster’'s Secretary, Bedstone College,
Bucknell, Shropshire SY7 0BG.
Tel: Bucknell (05474) 303 Fax: (05474) 740

Bedstone College is a Charitable Trust established for the
education of young people

Stratford-upon-Avon
College

Offer a two-year residential ‘A’ Level programme studying in the
beautiful surrounds of Stratford-upon-Avon.

The College promotes learning within a relaxed and informal
atmosphere and actively encourages individuals to reach their full
potential.

Students may select from 26 ‘A’ level subjects supported by:-
® Small tutorial groups
@ Specialist resource areas
® Professional and committed teaching staff
® A new fully equipped library
® College restaurants, Coffee Shop and Fitness Centre
® ‘Drop-in Centres’ for private study and additional help
@ Opportunity to access additional programmes complementary
to students’ chosen selected ‘A’ level package
@ Social events and activities
® Excellent track record of Higher Education progression
Students are accommodated within host families and will also enjoy the
benefits of the College’s support and guidance programme.

For further information please contact:

The College Marketing Office, Stratford-upon-Avon College,
The Willows North, Alcester Road, Stratford-upon-Avon,
Warwickshire CV37 9QR

Tel: 01789 266245 Fax: 01789 267524
International Tel: 44 1789 266245 Fax: 44 1789 267524
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NCARICATURES
) Hilarious caricatures
‘Groups’ or ‘Singles’
2 ( from photos in colour
or B&W by a
: professional
“cartoonist. A unique
g gift for all occasions.
by Also cartoonists for
3 7 parties, etc. For samples
Bl and prices or a quotation
Rz( k's Caricatures: 081-441 ():‘J()?

ROVER

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
Nuvartwork or setting up W
High quality. compet
BFPO 1
Send for cur
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52HIGH STREET, LINCOLN LNS 8AP
Tel: 0522 513333 Fax: 0522 530383 1464

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Embroidery &
Insignia Ltd.,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 051-546 5161/2

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

TAILORING

g

For your
MADE TO MEASURE p
Uniforms Suits ete
we offer
E 14 day Make or
B 48 hr EXPRESS
Keen prices
B First class fit
H?Hngh quality
& Excellent payment terms

Local agent to measure in most areas

Please te\ephone 01449 766088)

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET SUFFOLK

ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS

53A HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS WD2 1EE
T 081-9500500 Fax: 081-950 8511

PEUGEOT APPOINTED EXPORT AGENTS

“Excellent semce &
unbeatable prices’

“Colleagues were amazed at your
cheaper prices”
Maj Harrison

TAX FREE & TAX PAID
TRY US FOR THE BEST PRICES ON OTHER MAKES, TOO!!

Full Finance, Insurance & Part-Exchange facilities

PART-EXCHANGE YOUR RHD CAR IN THE UK AND

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW REGULATIONS!!
CLIP COUPON FOR FULL DETAILS AND FREE COLOUR BROCHURE

TELEPHONE
I am interested in a new (make & model)
TAX FREE FOR EXPORT [ TAXPAID FORUKUSE [J FINANCE [
INSURANCE [ DELIVERY DATE

PART-EXCHANGE
Please post to: ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS, 53A High Rd, Bushey Heath, Herts WD2 1EE. i

YOUR OWN DESIGN

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS

LOST MEDALS

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
RAYMOND D. HOLDICH

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre

+ LOTS MORE

If you find the same garment cheaper
we will refund the

difference.
PROMOTIONAL MARKET

7 Whitcomb Street : flSL& Bﬁﬂﬁn‘v Mlcmrs mh e
London WC2H 7THA ork Lone, Wolverhompton WV10 §
Tel: 071-930 1979 Telephone: (0902) 724421
0374 133493 18127

r 1
| BE BATTLE READY! |

You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS |
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND
THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George's
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

i
!
|
i e, # v o v Pl e i L S IR T

Setting the standard

in Embroidered &
Screenprinted Work
& Leisure Wear

Wide range of top quality
garments, badges, crests
and personalised
promotional products.

Suppliers to British, NATO and UN Forces

Call Tracy Firth
Our Army Representative
Tel 01746 712563. Fax 01746 712264

Ask for your FREE copy of our latest
catalogue & list of Army motifs.

HARGREAVES
—  Promotions Ltd———

Hargreaves (Promotions) Ltd, Rodney Road,
Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants P04 8SY.
Tel: (01705) 822436. Fax: (01705) 822177.
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UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE

Mess Dress P.O.A

Officers No. 2 Dress £365.00
Army No. 1 Dress £285.00
Barrack Trouser £49.00
S.B. Blazer £130.00
D.B. Blazer £150.00
Evening Suit T/Wool £165.00
Evening Suit Wool £185.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject to V.A T, where applicable

48Hr or 2 Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 1JS

TEL:0449 766088  FAX:0449 766606

Vince Peltier

Turf Accountant

INSTANT BETTING
WINNINGS SAME DAY

2 N

* SOLDIER MART =

AT
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports Shirts

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0602 274469

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES ¢s.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES
£10.00
(1945 - VE DAY - 1995)
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO
KNIVES (Black) £21.50
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
All prices include p&p

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.

Telephone 01706 846648

GULF WAR MILITARIA
BOUGHT BY HISTORIAN

Badges, propaganda leaflets,
photographs, printed ephemera
and souvenirs etc.
Laurie Manton, c/o Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU ,

VISTA TIES

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

TZES

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Sitk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645133

FAX 01737 645892

D7

PHONE

01954 251340 _

. . 9 -
Britain’s toy soldiers
made in England for 100 years
Hand painted. 54mm metal figures.
Limited edition sets of the:

Cheshire Regt, The Royal Marines, The Parachute
Regt, The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, The Royal
Welch Fusiliers, The Honorable Artillery Coy, The
US Army Band, The Kings Own Border Regiment,
9th/12th Lancers, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers,
The Blues & Royals Band, The Staffordshire Regt
and The Royal Anglian Regiment Band
For catalogue and price lists send
cheque or PO for £3.00 to:
Trooper Military Models,
PO Box 3510, Bracknell,
Berks RG12 3XW.
Mail order
See us at the Aldershot Show
4 Lovedean Courts, Forest Park, Bracknell, Berks RG12 .})(YUB

FREE

SAMPLE
SHIRT

U.K. MADE OLIVE
GREEN T-SHIRTS

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR
& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &

SWEATSHIRTS

* Ties * Sportsbags
* Golf umbrellas
* Baseball caps

Embroidered garments — Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36
Badges — embroidered — min gty 25
Enameilled - min 100
Blazer badges — min 5
Ties — woven — min 50, printed min 36
Baseball caps min 50
Sports bags min 50

Golf umbrellas min 25

Write phone or
fax for colour

L
Ensign ;o
Kilcreggan,

MOTIFS Dunbartonshire

G84 0JN
Tel 043684 2581/2716 Fax: 043684 2854

Hodges
&l

CIVILIAN, MILITARY, SPORTING AND LADIES’
BESPOKE TAILORS UNIFORM SPECIALISTS

HODGES & (0
Claro Court Business Centre, Claro Road, Harrogate, North
Yorkshire HG1 4BA
Tel: 0423 560369 Fax: 0423 520996
Also at Cambrai Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire

Hodges & (o bespoke tailors
since 1935, offer the very best
in quality and service using
only the finest materials
tailored by experienced
craftsmen. All garments are
supplied with a full fitting
service. A full range of
accoutrements are available
from stock, including mess
dress shirts, spurs, mess
wellingtons, George boots,
ties, blazer badges, miniature
medals and badges of rank.
For further details
contact:

please

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLOSHIRTS
RUGBY SHIRTS
SWEATERS
BASEBALL CAPS

For free full colour brochure and
information pack from the UK's
leading supplier to H.M. Forces

contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett, :

Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB
TEL:(01793) 849888




GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,

Singlets, {
Baseball Hats, Ties, ¥

Embroidered Badges
& Jumpers, Pennants,
Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS

Room 32. 94 Blackhorse Lane

" SOLDIER MART

Garrison Cobbler
Prop T. D. Northern

Block 103 MT Section
(near Fire Station)
STC Sennelager, BFPO 16
Tel: 05254 1539 (Shop)
05234 1378 (Home)
Open Mon—Fri 08.30-12.30
New shop:
Mon-Fri 14.00-17.00
Tel: 05234 69902
Callers from the UK —drop first
0 and precede number with 00 49
Repairs to military and civilian
footwear.

Cost of repairs at less than half
U.K. prices.

For postal repairs send SAE for

Sfurther information. o7

MINIATURE MEDALS
Return of post Service
Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £10;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £8; MSM: £8; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £7; UN Cyprus: £6;
S/Atlantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with clasp:
£7, GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal with
clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.I.Y. mounting: 1 space —£1;
2-£1.10;3~-£1.20;4-£1.30; 5-£1.40; 6 -£1.50;
7-£1.60; 8- £1.80; 9-£2.00; 10 - £2.20.
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage
® 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary' and
‘court’ style.
® Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges
* Mess Kit Badges
* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(25p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (0455) 239262

SOLDIER
MAGAZINE

Too good to dismiss

Order your copy today from
your Newsagent

Or contact our subscription
department on

01252 347353

Just a few reasons
why you should subscribe to

Army Quarterly
and Defence Journal

AQ informs — not just on Britain and NATO Defence
Strategy — but over a whole range of international defence
topics.

AQ entertains: accounts of past battles, historic
campaigns, personality profiles ensure that you will always
find something in the Journal to absorb you.

AQ keeps you up to date. We publish around 800 items of
army news in the four issues each year. The Army
Quarterly Diary gives a continuing picture on current
military, diplomatic and political problems world wide.

AQ has the most interesting features, the best writers and
a wide range of book and video reviews.

There 1s more. If you take out a subscription before July 31,
1995, we will give you a complimentary set of the 224-
page Volunteers Pocket Book and the 88-page Skill at
Arms and Shooting Pocket Book with your first issue of
the Journal.

Subscription 1995 £49.80. Three-Year contract £132.00.
Write now plus your remittance to:

Army Quarterly and Defence Journal
1 West Street, Tavistock, Devon PL19 9DF
Tel: 01822 613577 Fax: 01822 612785

D&

RAMGERS

3

TAX FREE CAR SALES

THE NEW PEUGEOT 306

BUYING IT WON'T
HURT YOUR POCKET

Right now, we'll offer you the kind of
finance you've only ever dreamt of on a
brand new Peugeot!

* Forces discounts on full Peugeot range*

*17%2% more on your part exchange*

*German or UK delivery*
SOUNDS LIKE A DREAM COME TRUE

Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 980 653434 or write to:
Rangers TMS, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury, Wilts

SP4 8BR, England (No stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR QUR FREE INFORMATION PACK

NAME AND RANK............cooocene.
ABERDRESE = .. L

Part exchange details .................

Countryohuse: i aanai s

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
EN 2

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

Catalogue and Price List
free on request

MemoFile Military Systems
CHURCH HOUSE

MILITARY

- LONDON E15 3JA

Telephone: 0181-534 3851
Fax: 0181-5585 7567

WE'LL GIVE YOU THE CREDIT FOR BEING WELL DRESSED

)

UNIFORMAL

For Warrant Officers, Sergers and JNCO:s

MESS DRESS WITH
CHEVRONS, SHIRT & BOW TIE

52

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps please contact us (see below)
UK: Uniformal Ltd., Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds 526 ONU. Tel: (0113) 282 6102,

Germany: Tel: 05751 15087 7pm - 9.30pm Mondays-Thursdays or answerphone other fimes.
Fax: 05751 14889. (For credit card orders the UK number gives fostest despatch of goods.)




HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

Consult the experts. We can
replace full size medals and

supply miniatures. A fast efficient

service with the minimum of fuss.
Also a full cleaning and
mounting service is undertaken
by our master tailor.
THE VETERANS’
MEDAL OFFICE
P.O. Box 1 DH, LON D(\\\\I\\l)ll.

T leh me: 0171-493 1675 or
Muobile: 0836 746604

CORAL ™~

' CREDIT, DEPOSIT OR
SWITCH/DELTA BETTING.

FOR SAME DAY DECISION

JRING JIM HAYDEN (EX WO2)

‘@044 181 504 3822

SOLDIER MART

We would like to congratulate
SOLDIER Magazine on its
50 years of service, help and
comfort given to the British
Army over the years.
Good luck
from
Trooper Military Models
PO Box 3510, Bracknell,
Berks RG12 3XW

o VISIA

® English-made
sweat shirts
@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs
® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

NBC
OFFICER’S COURSE

Were you a student or an instructor on the
OCTOBER 1969 Course at Winterbourne Gunner?
If so, please contact:

Lt Col (Retd) W A Lyons BEM
The Post Office, Newton Tony,
Salisbury SP4 OHF

D8

FAX YOUR AD
01252 347352

REIMENTAL WATCHES

BADGE/CREST IN FULL COLOUR
IN THIS DESIGN AND MANY OTHERS

£32.50 post free
(UK & BFPO addresses)

MessKit Products

P.0O.BOX 20
EVESHAM, WORCS., WR11 4YY
Tel: 01386 443852

PRI enquiries welcomed

1 PICTURE?
YOU CAN PURCHASE COPIES OF PICTURES
TAKEN BY SOLDIER MAGAZINE PHOTOGRAPHERS

COST OF PRINTS

7"x5"£4.00 8" x 6" £5.50 12"x 8" £9.50
POSTAGE 60p per order — £2.00 on orders over £30.00.

VAT TO BE ADDED TO ALL ORDERS

COMMERCIAL USE
Photographs that are reproduced, displayed or used in any way for
commercial purposes will be subject to a copyright fee.

For further details and to place an order please contact our
PHOTOGRAPHIC DEPARTMENT on 01252 347357 or Ald Mil 2357
SOLDIER Magazine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

o7

COSTELLO
A \ \
. & SONS LTD.

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE UNIFORM TAILORS.

LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS

SPECIALISTS
INTEREST FREE CREDIT.

All Accessories Supplied. Ties, Shirts, George boots, etc.
For All Your Uniform, Suit & Blazer
Requirements Contact:

UK: 284-294 LEY ST, ILFORD, ESSEX IG1 4BS
U.K. TEL: 0181-478 2780
GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631

GROUP EXPORT

ESTABLISHED [ESTABLISHED 1908 DIVISION
BLACKPOOL ROAD, PRESTON PR2 6BX

= 0772 793054 /

IF YOU DON'T CALL
PERRYS IT CAN

i GIving you the complete
8 export sale treatment we
[y take care of all the
t & paperwork, and the
O worries making your export
ss‘(syug;ct R;o ost;tusl W sale simple and worry free.
__EXPERIENCE & IT SHOWS! _ RETURN THE COURON

— Ll i I e——

TO PERRY'S GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD,
PRESTON, PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:-

VAUXHALL (]| CITROEN ] NAME

FORD ClfpRotoN [ RaNK UNIT
ROVER CJ| OTHERMAKES (] appRess

RENAULT  [CJ|usepcaRs [

LANDROVER  []| LHD O

Voo () ReD O

PEUGEOT [ FINANCE (] APPROX DEL DATE REQUIRED.
NISSAN (1] PART EXCHANGE [ ] HOME TEL NO.

Torork ]| PUORATARANG.  work
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“ARM BADGES of the BRITISH
CAVALRY REGIMENTS?” by Peter
Seaman. The only book available deal-
ing with cavalry NCOs and WOs arm
badges. Illustrated with 300 black and
white photographs and four colour
plates. 164 pages, A4 format. A must
for all military collectors and enthusi-
asts. £28 post paid, direct from the
author at: 47 Armoury Road, Selby, N.
Yorks YO8 0AY. 0506

£1 on each book to Gurkha Welfare
Trust. Britain’s Brigade of Gurkhas
(£5), Johnny Gurkha (£4), Even the
Brave Falter (£3.50), Wars Bring Scars
(£6). All by E D Smith, 2 Balfour
Mews, Station Road, Sidmouth EX10
8XL.

05-06

THE PIPER IN
PEACE AND
WAR

New edition of this scarce
classic. A must for everyone
with an interest in military
history. Includes a new fore-
word by Pipe Major Angus
MacDonald MBE, Scots
Guards.
£19.95
(postage free in UK)
Hardwick Press (SM)
12 Woodstock Road
London NW11 8ER
Tel: 081-455 4789
Fax: 081-458 3774

“HEAD-DRESS BADGES OF
THE BRITISH ARMY?” by Kipling &
King. The badge collector’s bible. Set
of two books — Volume One (1800-
1920) and Volume Two (1920-1979)
at £107.50 packed. Only 25 sets in stock.
Single Volume One (£65.00) still avail-
able. H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB. Tel:

05-09

01252 716303.

‘Lasersport Clay Pigeon Shooting’!
Qutdoor day or night (luminous).
NEW indoor target shoot. For all
ranks: summer balls, games nights,
open days etc. Book now. Tel/Fax
01925 575683. 03-06

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £23.00 FOR A YEAR'S SUB-
SCRIPTION IN UK, £13.80 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £32.20 (OVERSEAS SURFACE

MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-
SCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE
ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GUII
2DU. (Cheques to Soldier).

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2 % 25p. stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside L[41
ZSY. 01-11
Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London El
4PS. TC

Free 34 page list containing over
1,000 items of badges, buttons, c/dogs,
s/titles, militaria. Please send 2Xx25p
stamps to: Wessex Militaria, PO Box 6,
Okehampton, Devon EX20 1YT. o405
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VOLUNTEERS POCKET BOOK.
Valuable info on wide range of subjects.
Every soldier should have one. Includes
Plastic Wallet Cover. Price £4.75 each
plus 50p p&p (UK). THE
SAS0/LSW - SKILL AT ARMS
AND SHOOTING. Training Tests
and APWT conditions — pass first time.
First class diagrams and explanation of
the weapons. Fits into Volunteers
Pocket Book Plastic Wallet. Price
£3.25 each plus 30p p&p (UK). Spe-
cial prices for ten plus copies. Order
direct from publishers. Cheques or POs
payable to MILITARY POCKET
BOOKS, PO Box 28, Leven, Beverley,
Hull HU17 5LA. Tel: 01964 542878.

TC
Military, airborne and police
insignia. Extensive catalogue. Send £2
blank PO. Briody, Box 30, Elwood,
Ontario, Canada NOG 1S0. 03-08

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. 04.09
Mountain Fabrics. We are now open
Tue to Sat 10am to 5.30pm. We sell
waterproof fabrics, breathable to
8,000g/m2/24hr, fleece, Pertex, Ventile,
Cordura, ripstop, tent fabrics, Thinsu-
late, down, buckles, Velcro, zips, studs
and much more. Patterns for all out-
door gear. Clothing, camping, climbing
gear. Discounts up to 15%. For cata-
logue/prices send stamp to: TOR(So),
42 Widnes Road, Widnes WAS 6AL.
Tel: 0151-424 2225, 0207

SOLDIER Magazine 1995 Calen-
dar.This year Soldier Magazine cele-
brates its 50th Anniversary and our
1995 calendar takes a nostalgic look at
the British Army over the past 50 years.
The calendar costs just [£5.50
UK/BFPO, £7 Europe and £8.50
overseas (airmail only). Send cheque or
postal order, £ sterling only please, to:
Soldier Calendar, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU 0695
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. T
e e e e e e v e e e ke gk ke e ke ok ok ok ok ok

82nd Airborne, US Special Forces,
Trag, Fort Bragg. Quality printed
authentic sweatshirts, t-shirts, baseball
caps. Send SAE for price list. Spartan
Clothing, 302 Wellingborough Road,
Northampton NNI 4EP. 01604
230161. 05-08

SOLDIER Magazine Binders — collect
your copies of Seldier in our easy to
use binders. Sold in sets of two, the
binders feature a full colour magazine
style cover, and will each hold up to
thirteen magazines. Cost per two
binders, inclusive of VAT and p&p, is
£8.75 UK/BFPO/overseas surface
mail, and £11.50 airmail. To order
your binders send your name, address
and cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to
Soldier Magazine Binders, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

TC
Printing at low prices. For free
quote, on any form of printing, call
01305 835150. 17185
Can-Am, Bombardier and Arm-
strong. Motorcycles. MoT. Tax. Age
related, spares and repairs. Suppliers to
groups and companies. Tel: 0181-450
0505.

05-08

CLASSIFIED

SOLDIER Shield - the ideal gift for
the military enthusiast, or to add to a

« collection. The Soldier shield shows the

magazine’s official insignia on a dark
wood base, and measures
180 X 140mm. The cost of the shield,
inclusive of VAT and p&p, is £17 UK
and £19 elsewhere. Send your
cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to Sol-
dier Shield, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. ”"©
Largest Manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, Schools, Colleges, Clubs etc.
Flags, Banners, Sashes, Coat-of-Arms,
Family Crests and all military accou-
trements. Also leather gloves, footballs,
track suits, Contact: J Arthur (PVT)
Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot 51310, Pak-
istan. Fax: 92 432 558605.
Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
50p for lists to; Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. "

'@OSLEY’S}

Military Auctioneers and Valuers
FORTHCOMING TWO-DAY SALE

10th & 11th April
1995

to include over 1,000 lots of
fine military head-dress,
uniforms, badges, medals,
swords and books.

Colour illustrated
catalogue £5.00
(inc postage)
42 West Street
Marlow
Bucks SL7 2NP

Tel: 01628 488188
Fax: 01628 488111

02-21
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Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

23/95

Tune Belt, the original Radio Cassette
Holder, £14.95 inc p&p. From Tune
Belt UK, Belle Vue, Hornby, Lancs
LA2 8LX. Tel/Fax: 05242 21259, osos

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art distributor. Access
to all British publishers. Hundreds
of original items also available. Cata-
logue £2.50+A4/50p sae. Cheques to:
G Jennings-Bramly, 5 Feversham
Road, Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel:
01722 328523.

Full/miniature size medals mounted
for wear or display. Send for full list of
new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars,
clasps, etc, and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. SAE appreciat-
ed. Worcestershire Medal Services,
25 Golden Cross Lane, Carshill,
Bromsgrove B61 O0LG. Tel: 01527
835375. As9s

ASO5

Aberdeenshire.

Fur-
nished two bedroom cottage, all ameni-
ties. Six month let or holiday lets 1
April - 30 September 95. Ideal for tour-
ing Highlands. 01464 861684.

Lumsden,

05-06

Wyvern & Sarum. With offices in
Salisbury and Warminster and 200
properties, our ex-Service staff are very
experienced in managing properties for
Service Landlords. Telephone 01722
421701 or 01985 846905. TIc

Aldershot. Four bedroomed semi,
24ft lounge/dining room, fitted kitchen,
gas ch, double glazed throughout,

garden. £74,950. Telephone day:
01252 347352/Ald Mil 2352, evening:
01252 331384.

Secretarial service, CVs, reports,
theses, letters, etc. A complete typing

service, competitive rates., Contact
01375 480821 after 5pm,  ask for

Maria. 06-07

Joint letting income?
Spouse not in employment?
You may be able to set 95% against an

unused tax allowance!
Greater tax saving even if you have opted out
of MIRAS?

Contact the experts:
TAXATION SPECIALISTS LTD
112 Gales Drive, Crawley, Sussex RH10 1QE
Tel/Fax 01293 547750

Lost touch with friends or colleagues
from your service days? We are dedicat-
ed to helping you get back in touch.
SAE please to: Forces Connect Associ-
ation, 57 Norwich Close, Lichfield,
Staffs WS13 7S]. 03-06

GOTTLIEB & CO.

Buying/Selling/Letting property?
Making a will?
Expert Legal Advice
Attentive, Personal Service
Extremely Competitive Fees

60 Queen Anne Street, London W1M 9LA
Telephone 0171-486 4405

D7

Best impressions with top quality
CVs and professional application let-
ters. Full drafts for only £8.50. Free
information. BGL IT Services, 36
Wolsey Street, Heywood OLI10 3AU.
Tel: 01706 621504. 03-08

The New Accumulated Campaign
Service Medal in miniature, now avail-
able. Full medal mounting service. SAE
for quotation or give us a call. Rapid
service. C&J Medals, 14 Fairford Road,
Tilehurst, Reading RG3 6QB. Tel/fax:
01734 425356. 0306

Car loans and motor insurance. Try us
first, quoting reference 7132. Tele-
phone 01273 746846 or 01903
204409. Quick decisions, strictly confi-
dential. : 05-06

Address Labels. 38x21mm, blk/wht,
blk/gld. £2 per 100, minimum £5, post
free worldwide. Cheques payable: R G
Taylor, 35 Cowgill Close, Northamp-
ton NN3 8PB. Tel: 01604 406401. 0215
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LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

FORCES, TENANTS & HOMEOWNERS

— No interviews, confidential service by post
- Good benefits if you settle your loan early

For quotes, written details and free advice

Tel: 01929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days

(from overseas 0044-1929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE

Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers 4

Intensive Driving Courses in Tay-

side. Learn to drive in one or two
weeks. From £325. Accommodation
can be arranged. Challenge Driver
Training 01382 504930. 04-06

LGV, five day courses. NVQ/SVQ
Level II in transporting goods by road.
Car and LGV instructor training.
Agency and full time contracts avail-
able. Write for further details. The
Drive Centre Ltd, 7 Dowanside Road,
Glasgow G12 9YB. 05-06

Drummers/flute players — vacancies
in The Honourable Artillery Company

Corps of Drums, London EC1. Age
18-35. Leave details, for the Drum
Major, on 0171-606 2521. 0607

Grenadier ACF Detachment in
Putney SW15, looking to expand. Needs
ex-drummers/bandsmen to help recruit
and train cadets. Starting Corps of
Drums almost from scratch. Must have
patience! Tel: 0181-680 0963. 06-07

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

CONDITIONS OF
ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are
accepted on a prepaid basis only and
are subject to the following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to
decline any copy material of which
they may not approve whether an
order shall have been accepted or not.
All advertisements are accepted subject
to approval and conditionally upon
space being available. The Publishers
reserve the right to make any alteration
they consider necessary or desirable in
an advertisement to meet their
approval. The Publishers also reserve
the right to cancel or suspend any
advertisement without stating a
reason.

While every endeavour will be made to
meet the wishes of advertisers, the Pub-
lishers do not guarantee the insertions
of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for
any loss or damafe occasioned by any
total or partial failure (however
caused) of publication or distribution
of any edition in which any advertise-
ment is scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for
errors occurring after the first insertion
of an advertisement in a series. It is the
responsibility of the advertiser to
inform the Publishers of any such error
in sufficient time to allow amendment.
A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under
the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportu-
nities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertain-
ment, Exhibitions, For Sale, Gift
Services, Holidays, Houselets,
Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions,
Services, Situations Vacant, Situa-
tions Wanted, Training, Wanted.
Other headings will be applied if
deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion
of an advertisement shall amount to an
acceptance of the above conditions and
any conditions stipulated by an agency
or advertiser shall be void insofar as

they are in conflict with them.
D4

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

FEBRUARY 18, 1995

Five-way tie for first prize (20 goals, £840
each) Capt S C Bailey, 1 RGBW, Catterick;
Maj C R Clarke, 26 Regt RA, BFPO 113,
SSgt M R Greenberry, ATR Pirbright; Capt
J A Inglis, - Military Works Force, Chilwell;
LCpl R Thompson, HQ TSG(G), BFPO 16..

17-way tie for sixth prize (19 goals, £17.65
each) Capt D G Barrington, AGC Trg Centre,
Worthy Down; Cpl A Breen, 1 Bn REME,
BFPO 36; Spr M R Chalmers, 1 RSME Regt,
Chatham; SSgt G M D Fost, 7 Tpt Regt RLC;
Maj M G Hobday, HQ UKLF, Wilton; Pte C
Hutton, 40 Regt RA, BFPO 30; Sgt S A Lane,
2 LI, BFPO 16; WO1 C Miller, SEE,
Arborfield; Capt S R Neath, 1 DWR, Bulford;
Maj D S Raleigh, Royal School of Signals,
Blandford; Col M J N Richards, RHQ RA,
Woolwich; LCpl J R D Roche, QRL, BFPO
36; Tpr P J Rowe, QDG, BFPO 16; CpIM C
Spencer, HQ RSME, Chatham; Lt Col R M

McQ Sykes, 3 RHA, Topcliffe; Sgt M R
Twigge, 161 Army Youth Team, Chilwell; Maj
DV Watson, HQ ARRC, BFPO40.

FEBRUARY 25, 1895
First prize (22 goals, £2,000) Cpl J E Lynn,

BFPO 802.

Two-way tie for second prize (21 goals, £750

each) Cpl M Armstrong, 5 Regt AAC, BFPO
808; Lt G P J Buxton, 3 (UK) Div HQ & Signal
Regt, Bulford.

Nine-way tie for fourth prize (20 goals,

£111.11 each) Maj B J Bathurst, 1 WG, Temn
Hill; Sgt P B Bishop, Camp Comdt (AD),
London; Sgt R J Cummings, 1 WFR LAD
REME, Tidworth; Sgt R W Hannah, HQ
Episkopi Garrison, BFPO 53; Capt G H
Hume, 259 Signal Sqn, BFPO 53; Tpr AJ Le
Gallais, HCR, Windsor; SSgt N Paton,
ATDU, Bovington; SSgt | Pierce, BFPO 809;
Capt N A Young, BFPO 809.

OVING?

IF YOU ARE A SOLDIER SUBSCRIBER, PLEASE

REMEMBER TO

INFORM US OF YOUR NEW

ADDRESS — AT LEAST FOUR WEEKS BEFORE

YOU MOVE.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER SUBSCRIPTIONS, PARSONS
HOUSE, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS
GUIT 2DU OR TELEPHONE ALDERSHOT (0252)

347353

This applies to units and individual subscribers.
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(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

PASIEAde e

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

DEINIE s iiin, cotsonis oo e Rl et e SR O S B M s s e et Al
ALIEIRES e b e i e R e R e e s e e e
CLASSIRICMTOINC IS S i, - ¥ T st Dol e SRRSO i

26 27

28

29

30

WORDS AT 30p
X INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

COST: 30p PER WORD, |

Mmoo h

(Payable to SOLDIER)
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

Send to:

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
y VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []

CLASSIFIED ADS

SOLDIER

ORDNANCE ROAD

ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU11 2DU

COSTS QUOTED ON THIS FORM ARE VALID UNTIL SEPTEMBER 1995
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LETTERS
Listening with mother . .

WITH Mr Morgan’s interest
in wireless telegraphy proce-
dure (Letters, January 23), I
wonder if the Z code, plus a
few abbreviations as wused
between a mobile Golden
Arrow high-speed wireless sec-
tion and its mother “P” station

at GHQ would be of use to
him.

ZOK - Conditions good for;
ZNG - Conditions no good.

With morse punched tapes
running fast through auto
heads, bad conditions resulted
in BK — Break your transmis-

Our paver
has style

YOUR article on Berril Valley
(February 20) included a pho-
tograph of the last.remaining
BK paver in the Army.

This, I am glad to say, is not
true. As I write, Plant Troop,
62 Cyprus Support Squadron
RE is busy using the Army’s
other last remaining BK95

paver!
“What!” I hear you cry,
“Another last remaining

paver?” As our picture shows,
it certainly does exist and you
will agree that due to local
modifications, ours is the more
stylish of the two. - Lt S M
Massetti RE, Plant Troop
Commander, 62 Cyprus Spt
Sgn RE, BFPO 58.

IT WILL COME

Write to: The Editor, SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU J

sion, followed by ZBY -
Return tape back a yard. If bad
conditions persisted, ZST -
Transmit slips (taped mes-
sages) twice.

As conditions improved it
would be ZSO - Transmit slips
once. Others were GA - Go

to the Z code

ahead; TFC — Messages; NW —
Now; ERE — Here; and INT -
Interrogate.

In good conditions, these
stations could pass between
them up to 64,000 groups in a
24-hour period. - R W Green
(ex-Sig, 26 “M”), Norwich.

All mod cons — the other “last remaining” paver at work in Cyprus

Die Hards
and guns
of Nery

A BOOK review on The Royal
Hussars ( February 6), men-
tioned the capture of guns at
Neryin 1914.

In books of my regiment
(Die Hards) in the 1914-18
war, the 1st Battalion reported
to the Cavalry Brigade and
attacked the guns. D Compa-
ny, with two Vickers, drove off
the enemy, went in with bayo-
net and captured the guns.

The Hussars came in to
hitch their horses to drag the
guns back to our lines. — Eddie
Byatt (ex-8th Middlesex),
Hayes, Mddx.

Kohima Memorial was
designed by a sapper

I WAS interested to read the
reference to the Kohima
Memorial (Seldier to Soldier,
February 6). In late 1944 or
early 1945 the Indian EME

Admit it, Suez was an

IF THERE is nothing on the
files regarding the decision not
to award a General Service
medal to Suez veterans, why
doesn’t the Government make
a decision to recognise the
troops who served there in
1951-54 for Active Service.

56

Men served in the Zone for
three years, and National Ser-
vicemen for up to 18 months. I
was there for two years.

Fifty-four troops were killed
and 69 wounded, so it was cer-
tainly an Active Service post-
ing from Port Said to Suez. I

magazine, IEME Notes, pub-
lished details of the memorial.
While it did not record the
acquisition nor transporting of
the stone, it did quote the well-

Active post

enclose a propaganda leaflet
(above left) scattered in the
zone at the time.

It is shameful that the Suez
veterans are not recognised for
service to their country. — T
Radford (ex-1 Cheshire),
Birkenhead, Merseyside.

known text and mentioned
that the memorial was
designed by Lt ] W Ferrie RE.

Construction began in Sep-
tember 1944 and was nearly
complete by the time of the
report.

Most of the engraving was
carried out by Cfn M Cress-
well REME, assisted by two
gunners, W Copeland and I W
Jones. I wonder if any of them
are still around. — B S Baxter,
Deputy Curator, REME
Museum, Isaac Newton
Road, Arborfield, Reading
RG2 9LN.



REVIEWS

STEPHEN Hastings’s
autobiography, The Drums
of Memory, is a fast-moving
and detailed story of a man
who has had the good fortune
to enjoy what could be
described as a favoured exis-
tence — that of soldier, secret
agent and politician.

The son of BBC war
reporter Lewis MacDonald
Hastings, he was educated at
Eton, entered Sandhurst in
1939 and joined the Scots
Guards. From then on his life

was all-action, especially with
the SAS in the Western Desert
and the Special Operations
Executive in Europe.

When his time came to leave
the Army he tried the BBC,
but a personality clash with
the interviewer led to him
turning them down and he
joined the Secret Service
instead for 12 years to wage

A life of excitement

war against the KGB. This
took him to Finland, France,
Cyprus and many other politi-
cal hot-spots around the
world.

It seems almost natural that
he should have become a Tory
MP, being elected for Mid-
Bedfordshire in November
1960 and remaining in the
House for the next 23 years.

His description of his initial
interview with the local
Conservatives makes amus-
ing reading: “What is your
rank?  asked a brigadier.
“About brigadier, Brigadier,”

he replied. “And what about
fox hunting?” asked another.
He scored ten for his answer,
he says.

An excellent read. — JM

The Drums of Memory by
Stephen Hastings. Leo Cooper,
£21.50.

Dragons mauled at Arnhem

REGIMENTAL histories on
the whole interest mainly those
who served in the unit, histori-
ans and those with a propensi-
ty for all things military.

So it makes a change to pick
up a book confined to the
wartime experiences of a soli-
tary battalion — in this case the
1st Battalion, The Border Reg-
iment — and not one that tells
the whole regimental story
from the year dot.

Such a book is When Dragons
Flew, a reference to the cap-

badge which depicts a Chinese
Dragon awarded to the regi-
ment for service in China in
1841. But this book, by a trio
of authors, relates the 1st Bat-
talion’s experiences from 1939
to 1945, especially their ten
days in the battle for Arnhem.
One author, Canon Alan
Green, who became a priest
after the war, brings a personal
view of the battle as he com-
manded a platoon in the thick
of the fighting, was wounded
five times and taken prisoner.

Their losses were high, more
than any other battalion in the
battle, say the authors, but they
managed to evacuate more
than any other unit, emerging
from the battle as a battalion.

But there could not have
been many left as 115 of the
775 other ranks had been
killed and 391 captured, many
of whom were wounded.

Of the officers, only ten
returned across the Rhine with
27 captured, many of them
wounded, and ten killed.

This book has more than
200 fine photographs and has
been written not just by histo-
rians, but includes the first-
hand recollections of many
of the survivors of this ill-
conceived  battle scheme
which developed into one of
the most savage battles of the
war. — JM

When Dragons Flew By Stuart
Eastwood, Charles Gray and Alan
Green. Available from The Border
Regiment Museum, The Castle,
Carlisle. £19.95.

A Mistory Of
World W.

lar

= -
ORDER FORM A History of World War 1l
FREE P&P on UK/BFPO orders over £20 |

| by General Sir Anthony Farrar-Hockley
NO TITLE PRICE | QTY
LP2337 A History of World War Il Boxed Set £39.99 I % St
LP2338 Overture and Beginners 1918-39 7.99 | recmf';ng i
LP2339 Trials of Strength 1939-40 7.99 I Shdleicesaties
LP2340 The World will Hold its Breath 1941-42 7.99 | taking the
LP2341 The Battles of the Oceans 1940-44 7.99 listener from the
LP2342 Parry and Riposte 1942-44 7.99 | causes of World
LP2343 The Long Journey Home 1944-45 7.99 War [I to its

Orders less than £20, add £1.50 P&P | ‘é?}‘;f;“f:]‘;;r
TOTAL campaign is
I included, as are
music and

Mok, | authentic sound

I effects. Narration
Address: is by the author
Town: | with Ludovic

Kennedy and Individual volumes available separately
]Poﬂdcc’de:h ATARS i B } Martin Jarvis. Order the complete set and
enclose c. ue, [OF Evucasnvsisnsnanssar pONEADIE TO ening ros
or please de%?t my Access/Visa No. " | SAVE £ 7¢ 9 5
[T T TIITIIL] il e
Expiry Date I Li;‘t::l?ng ;;i G LlstenlngPOST Credit Card Hotline
Signature Greatness Lan
e s o | e TN14 580 | THEAUDIO BOOK MAIL ORDER SeRvicE (01732 743732
Please tick if not purchasing wish to receive our
catalogue of Audio Books and Comedy Titles. | Please allow 28 days for delivery
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Imperial War Museum
Until August 31: D-Day to Victo-
ry exhibition.

From March: London at War
exhibition; Home Front Memorial
Gallery roll of honour; special film
season.

From April: Channel Islands
occupation and liberation exhibi-
tion.

May 4-6: 1940s fashion shows.

From August: Victory in the
Far East display.

VE Day — MAY

6: Reception and banquet, Guild-
hall, City of London.

6: VE Day Freedom parade of

Camberley by Royal Logistic
Corps.

6-8: Public event activities, Hyde
Park.

7: Service at St Paul's Cathedral.
7 or 8: Services in Belfast, Cardiff
and Edinburgh.

7-8: Belsay Hall, Northumber-
land, English Heritage public
events.

8: VE night concert, Hyde Park.
8: Dover Castle salute to victory,
English Heritage's main VE Day
event

27-29: Victory Show rally by Mili-

50th ANNIVERSARY EVENTS

tary Vehicle Trust, Southsea
Common (tel 01489 572582).

28: Battle Abbey, E Sussex, Eng-
lish Heritage public events.

JUNE
24-25: Tynemouth Castle, Tyne
and Wear VE commemoration.

VJ Day - AUGUST

12-19: VJ week in Pwllheli, Wales
(tel 01758 614066).

19: Open-air service in central
London; Tribute and promise
parade, central London; firework

display along the Thames.

20: Tribute throughout the nation,
including services in Belfast,
Cardiff and Edinburgh, and culmi-
nating with a Beating the Retreat
and Sunset ceremony in these
cities and London.

26: South Bedfordshire RBLs cel-
ebration, Dunstable (tel 01582
663166).

SEPTEMBER

2-3: Berwick on Tweed floodlit
tattoo.

® Entry to Government-spon-
sored events free to veterans

@ To include public events in this
diary, contact the Editor.

SOLDIER

to Soldier

Running for
the Gurkhas

GURKHA welfare funds will bene-
fit from every weary step 55-year-
old ex-soldier Howard Johnston
takes in the London Marathon on
April 2.

Not that he won't know the way

. it will be his seventh London
Marathon and his 17th over the
classic distance.

Howard, now with the Royal
Regiment of Wales TA after Regu-
lar service with the Welsh Regi-
ment, hopes to do better than the
£1,400 he raised last year for the
Gurkha Welfare Trust. He also
wants to arrange a reunion of
Junior Leaders from IJL Plymouth,
where he trained in 1956.

On both counts he can be con-
tacted on 01222 891274,

Also pounding the streets of
London on behalf of the Gurkha
Welfare Trust will be 2nd Lt
Charles Timmis (21), who is being
sponsored by the Gurkhas to read
history at Nottingham University. It
will be his first attempt at a
marathon.

Charles has trekked in Nepal to
see for himself how land grants
provided by the Trust help ex-
Gurkhas and their families return
to one of the world’s poorest coun-
tries.

® Pledges may be made to the
Gurkha Welfare Trust on 0171
218-4395.

Top canine
Cobb retires
with a stripe

ONE OF the Army’s top North-
ern Ireland search dogs has
been promoted — just days
before retiring. Dog LCpl Cobb
(pictured right) received his
first, and last, stripe from the
Duke of York.

Cobb, a black Labrador,
unearthed thousands of pounds
of explosives during his Service
career.

In 1991, an Army patrol spot-
ted a command wire, but search
teams were unable to locate a
device. Cobb was sent in and
soon pinpointed 1,200lb of
home-made explosive. Later,
his discovery of a balaclava and
gloves proved a crucial link
between suspects and an
armed robbery at Lurgan.

After the IRA cease-fire,
Cobb sniffed out a terrorist hide
during a routine search of open

fields. From it, 600lb of explo-
sive were recovered in one of
the most significant finds in the
area for some time. Cobb was
given to the Army by a family in
England and served most of his
career in the border counties of
Armagh and Tyrone, first with
the UDR and then 3 R Irish.

Special holiday from Hosanna

NOMINATIONS for places for the first group to take a week's holiday in
France, with the help of the newly-formed Joint Service Hosanna Housing
Trust family group, are being taken. Volunteer helpers on a one-to-one
basis, for the nominees are also required.

The group, aimed at helping all male and female ex-Service personnel
with special needs, will travel to Tarbes in September. Costs will be £400

for nominees and helpers alike.

Replies, by April 1, to Ann McDonald, JSHHT Secretary, 37 Barn Park

Road, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 4LP.

58

RSM’s good
guide to drill

WHEN SCOTS-born Regimental
Sergeant Major Kevin  Wood
joined the Royal Irish Regiment,
he didn't expect his first drill
parade to involve Girl Guides.

The RSM, who has just moved
to the 3rd Battalion, The Royal
Irish Regiment from The High-
landers, was asked to polish the
girls’ performance before they
paraded their Colours at a service
in St Margaret's Church, West-
minster.

Mr Wood put the girls through
their paces at the Regimental Drill
Hall in Portadown. “They were
very keen and quick to learn,” he
said.

The girls, Helen McClean, Zena
McConnell and Andrea Foreman,
represented Northern Ireland's
Girl Guides at a special “Thinking
Day” service commemorating Sir
Baden and Lady Powell. RSM

Wood has since been asked to
tutor three more Belfast Girl
Guides due to provide a Guard of
Honour for Ulster's Guide Com-
missioner.

Music legacy
perpetuated

A HUGE collection of military band
memorabilia accumulated over 27
years by the late Jerome Gate-
house of Newport, Gwent, is to
live on in his memory.

The Jerome Gatehouse Collec-
tion — thousands of photographs,
programmes and recordings of
bands and concerts from all over
the world — has been given to the
Ogilby Trust in Winchester.

A fund appeal launched by his
widow, Anne, to cover essential
expenses and upkeep, has raised
almost £600.

Donations, in the form of items
or money, may be sent to Col
Peter Walton, Army Museums
Ogilby Trust, 2 St Thomas Centre,
20 Southgate Street, Winchester
S023 9EF. Cheques should be
made payable to the Jerome
Gatehouse Collection.

Les’s last duty

LT COL (QM) Les Wilson's final
duty after 48 years’ full-time ser-
vice to Queen and country was to
turn the page of the Book of
Remembrance in the Warriors'
Chapel, Canterbury Cathedral.
Col Wilson was retiring on his
65th birthday. He enlisted in the
Queen’s Royal Regiment in1947,
rose through the ranks, and, as a
retired officed, was responsible for
setting up the Queen'’s Regiment's
superb museum in Dover Castle.

PILGRIMAGE |

A pilgrimage to 12th Bn, Devon-
shire Regt (6th Airborne) glider
landing sites and cemeteries in
Belgium and Holland is planned
for June 6-12. All veterans are
welcome. Details available from
Mrs Ada Follett, Rosemount,
Exmouth Road Exton, near
Exeter, Devon EX3 0PQ.

RIEFINGS

Brigadier — M Kerley — To be
Commander Headquarters CSSG
(UK), Feb 20.

Colonels — A C Farmer — To
Headquarters UKLF, Feb 20; H D
C Duncan — To be DA/MA Muscat
(as L/Brig), Feb 25.

Sennelager, June 16-18. Details
from {UK) Capt P B Widdows, 19

Tank Transporter Squadron RLC,

Ward Barracks, Bulford Gamp_
its

Lt Cols — R G Cartwright, Gren
Gds — To MoD, Feb 20; P J Locky-
er REME - To HQ SDist, Feb 20; S
F Sherry RE — To MoD, Feb 20; G
M S Shipley, R Signals — To MoD,
Feb 20; P R Woods RLC - To
MoD, Feb 20; S C Reed RA - To

HQ UKLF, Feb 20; R K Rowley
RLC - To BMM Kuwait, Feb 22; M
J Varley RLC — To RAF Coll Cran-
well, Feb 20; J Q Anderson RADC
—To 4 Wh Fd Amb RAMC, Feb 20
A D Thomson RAMC — To 4 R
Irish, March 1.

DIARY

MARCH

15: Soldier 50th anniversary
exhibition opens at the National
Army Museum. Admission free.
APRIL

28-30: The Aldershot Show,
Rushmoor Arena (tel 01252
347152 or 347009).

MAY

21: Cavalry Sunday annual
parade and service of Com-
bined Cavalry Old Comrades in
Hyde Park. Salute to be taken
by the Queen.

JUNE

11: British Mule Society’s Mule
Day at Defence Animal Centre,
Melton Mowbray.

JULY

18-29: 105th Royal Tourna-
ment, Earl's Court.

® 7o include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

SEARCHLINE

9 Armoured Workshop REME
TA 1947-57, late of Cromwell
Camp, Baskin Lane, Chilwell.
Past members sought for quarter-
ly meetings, annual dinner, visits.
Details from M J Coates, 25
Denewood Avenue, Beeston, Not-
tingham NG9 3EU (tel 01602
282847).

Mr Alf Avison is arranging a visit to
Fayid, Egypt this year including a
week in Cairo and visits to the
camps in the Canal Zone. He
wishes to contact anyone who
served in Fayid in 1950-55, espe-
cially GHQ Fayid. Replies to PO
Box 99, Spalding, Lincs PE11
3NS.

651 Air OP Squadron, including
flights: Proposed reunion-associ-
ation. Contact Nigel Driver, 41
Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds
SG19 1HG (tel 01767 682451).
Please enclose sae.

Brian Robinson, 261 Thornaby
Road, Thornaby, Cleveland TS17
8PD (tel 01642 614622) wishes to
hear from ex-1st Royal Dragoons
and ex-RAMC, BMH Fayid, who
served in Suez area, 1950-52.

David Williamson, PO Box 1886,
Toowoomba 4350, Australia
wishes to contact Bernard
Thomas “Nick” Nicholas, late 2
Green Howards, with whom he
served in UN Forces Cyprus in
1981.

Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent: W
G Allen, Trelone, 13 Poplar Lane,
Lydd, Kent TN29 9LA is preparing
an article on the long and friendly
association between the Army
and the townspeople of Lydd and
would like to hear from soldiers
who have stories of their time in
the area.

59



Krug-Baimen
ADVENTURER

A unique opportunity to own this
exceptional time piece at less than a
quarter of the recommended
retail price.

Krug-Baumen’s “Adventurer” is an exquisite, all activity,
wrist watch that combines multi-function facilities with
robust reliability and styling. The “Adventurer” usually

retails for £450 but this ‘Forces Offer” brings it to you for

an incredible £99.

Complete with 5 year warranty* and dispatched in a
elegantly designed, padded, presentation case, this watch
i outstanding present, especially if its for you.

The Adventurer is currently worn by members of the
world famous Red Devils free fall parachute team. The
official display team of the British Army. And men of
action everywhere.

Gentlemen’s Adventurer 1916 KM usually
£450 now £99. Ladies Adventurer

1916 KL usually £410 now £95.

Only with this coupon

! or via the credit

card hotline.

NT TO 3 ATM
L CONCEALE
J ; / QUARTZ MOVEMENT
R UNLIMITED MOVEMENT WARRANTY
{DIT CARD HOTLINE: 0181 452 7222

Your Order will be fulfiled by Ashurst Direct Marketing
112 Cricklewood Lane, London NW2 2LA.

FORCES OFFER - FORCES OFFER - FORCES OFFER

| Please send me: ___ Gents Adventurer 1916KM @ £99 each  TOTAL[ | |

o[ ] :

| enclose a Cheque or Postal Order for £ __________ (inclusive of
handling charges) made payable to Ashurst Direct Marketing or
please debit my Access/Visa/Barclay Connect Card.

CardNo.[ | [ [ [T [ [ 1] B

i andler ____ Ladies Adventurer 1916 KL @ £95 each

Address

Postcode

I

! 7

I Name Initials Rank
I

|

Return this coupon with your payment to: I
I ASHURST DIRECT MARKETING, 112 CRICKLEWOOD LANE, LONDON NW2 2LA. I
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. @_, 503 J

—
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50 years of

SOLDIER
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MARCH 20
1993

EVERY
FORTRIGHT
60p

YOU CAN SHARE IN OUR SUCCESS - TAKE
OUT A SUBSCRIPTION AND RECEIVE YOUR
OWN COPY EVERY FORTNIGHT.

SOLDIER MAGAZINE.

ONLY THE BEST WILL DO.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
UK £23; OVERSEAS £32.20 (surface mail)

SOLDIER MAGAZINE, ORDNANCE ROAD,
ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU. TEL: 01252 347353




England
HEL LGS
Tim makes
their day

Signs good

for Twickers \\l

THE Army began cautiously
against Cambridge University
XV but were clearly ring-
rusty and determined, initially,
to keep things tight, writes
Roger Thompson.

The students on the other
hand, led by Richard Dix,
surely an England fly half of
the future, ran everything with
great expectations on a beauti-
ful pitch at Grange Road.

The Light Blue frenzy was
short-lived in the face of pro-
found Army tackling, and their
confrontation with the Army
“thin red line” returned the
match to its fundamentals.

Indeed, the Army pack
absorbed the students’ flam-
boyance in its stride, and supe-
riour, bludgeoning power laid
the foundation for an 8-3
advantage at the break.

This 1995 pack is very
mobile and only marginally
short of ballast. The back row
of Pete Curtis (2 Sig Regt),
Chris Rushworth (22 Regrt

RA) and the evergreen Gary
Knight (DWR) worked in close
harmony in initiating attacks
and supporting the midfield.

Hooker Julian Brammer
(RE), the skipper for a second
year, is growing in stature,
while Rob Hunter, another
sapper, is developing into an
aggressive all-round athlete.

Scrum half Simon Pinder,
another recycled Duke, blends
well with the back row.

Full back Rob Abernethy
(RGR), Brian Johnson (7 Sig
Regt), Howard Graham and
Rushworth scored tries in a
purple passage in the third
quarter, enabling the Army to
win by 37 points to 13, the
largest margin for years.

With pacey backs hungry for
the ball, this is an exciting
Army XV and the signs are
good for the Willis Corroon
(AFFAS) Inter-Services cham-
pionship at Twickenham,
against the Navy on April 1
and the RAF on April 12.

Naafi backs refs
NAAFI Financial Services
have agreed to sponsor rugby
referees from all three Services.
The money will be used to pro-
mote training schemes to
develop the potential of Ser-
vice referees so that they have a
chance of gaining recognition
at national level.

1000pc JIGSAW PUZZLE

el D ,Afy/

Picture: Mobile News Team HQNI

Commemorating the 50th anniversary of V.E.Day. The jigsaw
measures 19" x 27" and is boxed to fit neatly on your bookshelf.
. For every jigsaw sold £1.00 will go to The Royal British
Legion Poppy Appeal, registered charity No. 219279.

Post the coupon below to: Sabre Cartons Ltd., P.O. Box 536, Wolverhampton WV2 4UT

YES Please send me 1000pc. Jigsaw Puzzle/s
@ £8.95 + Postage and Packing (U.K. £1.50, Overseas P.O.A.). Please allow 28 days for delivery.
[ | enclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable to Sabre Cartons Ltd.

[ Please charge my Access/Visa/Mastercard on despatch

G ERRING: . o 5 s DR h m ---.Expires__________.___.
R e e o L L AR - P N
Adddress, _ ____._ L R eam s et U TR
PostCode Tel. No. Date

Post this coupon to: Sabre Cartons Ltd., PO Box 536, Wolverhampton WV2 4UT

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE: (01902) 27373
61



[CROSS COUNTRY FOOTBALL SKING

YACHT FOR HIRE

Army final
blown away

The Army 0, Sussex 2
STRONG wind and an uneven
surface at Aldershot Military
Stadium made ball control dif-
ficult for both the Army and
Sussex in their group decider
for the finals of the South West
Counties Championship, wri-
tes Derrick Bly.

After a blank first half,
Sussex looked the more likely
to score in the second period
and SSgt Nigel Wiscombe
twice had to spread himself to
save dangerous situations.

With ten minutes remaining
Sig Joe Collins, who had a

Referee Maj Peter Pittaway
(centre), who was officiating in
his last game before retiring, is
flanked by team captains Sgt
Donna McQue (Army UK) and
Sig Pat McGrail (Army UKSC
Germany) before their match at

UK girls
too good

for UKSC
Germany

superb game, was harshly
adjudged to have brought
down a Sussex player. Wis-
combe saved the penalty but
could do nothing when Sussex
struck twice in the 89th minute
to book their passage to their
second consecutive SWC final.

Sgt John Scott was named by
Sussex FA president Mr John
Davey as the home side’s
player of the match.

The Army were without top-
scorer Pte Lee Bradbury and
Sgt Tony Wright, but wel-
comed back Scott, Collins and
Pte John Wills.

the Military Stadium, Aldershot.
The UK-based team won 2-0.
The women’s “international”
was Maj Pittaway’s 33rd game
in the Military Stadium and
ended a career which started in
1963. He refereed all over the

ARMY. football history was made in the Military
Stadium, Aldershot, on February 23 when the
first full representative women’s match was
played between the Army (UK) and the Army
UKSC(G), writes Derrick Bly.

Two hundred spectators saw the UK open the
scoring in the 16th minute when LCpl Supiot
(121 Int Sect) created a chance which Cpl Ben-
nett (243 Sig Sqn) fired home. Bennett was again
on target in the 37th minute, controlling the ball
neatly before giving L.Cpl Knight ((99 PC Sgn
RLC) no chance in the Germany goal. The visi-

world, was appointed a Foot-
ball League linesman, held the
fourth official slot at the 1983
Charity Shield game at Wemb-
ley and ran the line in the San
Siro for an Inter Mitan-SV Ham-
burg European Cup tie in 1984.

Picture: Mike Weston

Pictures: Mike Weston

RUNNING PROUD

VICTORY by Scottish inter-
national Lt Cdr Chris Robison
(Royal Navy) in the senior

men’s Inter-Services cross
country at RAF Halton on
February 17 failed to prevent
the Army’s first clean sweep in
an event dominated by the
Royal Air Force for the past 22
years, writes Peter Marsh.

Team spirit has never been
higher. Training weekends and
coaching seminars — assisted
by international athletes John
Mayock and Lisa York with the
support of Asics (UK) Ltd,
sponsors of Army athletics —
and appearances by Army run-
ners in prestige events such as
Gateshead’s Safeway Interna-
tional and the South of Eng-
land Under 23 championships,
ensured the teams arrived at
Halton in peak form and brim-
ming with confidence.

The Army won the senior

tors had more of the play in the second half but
were denied by UK ’keeper Cpl Sutton (12 Arty
Sp Sgn RLC).

Players and officials received medals to mark

the occasion from Mr Rodney Aldridge of Man-

drake Associates, sponsors of women’s football.

® Duchess of Kent (A) beat NI Women’s Ser-
vices 2-0 in the Southern Distict (West) six-a-side
football final at Warminster. Twenty-one teams
entered, with Duchess of Kent beating PCD
RLC 2-0 in one quarter-final and NI beating 8
Arty Sp Regt RLC 2-1 in the other.

race by 24 points, with the
nine-man team - including
1994 European indoor 3,000m
bronze medal-winner Sgt Rod
Finch - packing strongly to
finish in the first 14 places.

This team, possibly the
Army’s finest for 30 years, has
an ideal balance of experience
and youth, and a blaze of red
vests at the front of the field
stamped their authority on the
race from the gun.

SSgt Ray Keeney, a cross
country specialist and one of
the Army’s top runners over
the past 15 years, ran an
inspired race to push interna-
tional Cpl Mark Flint RAF all
the way to the line and improve
on his fourth position in the
1993 championships.

Behind their epic battle, his-
tory was in the making as Cpls
Alan Shepherd (4th), Colin
Palmer (5th) and Paddy

Cairns (6th) crossed the line in
quick succession. With WO2
(QMSI) Geoff Wade (8th)
competing in his 11th Inter-
Services, and Rod Finch
(10th) filling the next two scor-
ing places, a calculator was not
required to determine the
overall result.

Such was the quality of the
team’s performance that the
non-scorers, Sgt Peter Cawse
(12th), Army champion Bdr
Barry Stoddart (13th) and Cpl
Craig McBurney (14th), who
was earning his first vest, all
finished ahead of the RAF’s
fifth and sixth scoring runners.

The women also won com-
fortably, even without injured
European and Commonwealth
star Sgt Kelly Holmes and
Welsh junior international
Mellisse Watson, undergoing
basic training.

Cin Nicky Hawkins, a new-

Qoldstféa

pces.

comer, took the silver medal
after being in contention for
most of the race. SSgt Mel
Bradley (3rd), Sig Sharon
Elder (4th) and SSgt Betty
Gash (7th) filled the other
scoring positions ahead of
LCpl Sonia Hurst (8th), last
year’s Army triathlon champi-
on, and Capt Fiona Gordon
(11th).

The Army juniors filled the
first six places in their race to
win emphatically. Nineteen-
year-old Pte Nigel Bamford,
the only survivor from the
1994 team, celebrated his
return from UN duty in
Rwanda with a fine win ahead
of Pte Noel Gambling, who
was ninth in the 1993 National
Boys’ Clubs championships.

Pte David Canning just got
the better of 2nd Lt Tom Mid-
dleton for third place, with Pte
Chris Busby (5th) and App

Cpl Christopher Rhodes (6th)
finishing the job two minutes
clear of the next finisher.

Despite losing Northern Ire-
land international Capt Alex
Rodgers with a torn muscle
just after the start, the veterans
also won, although Wg Cdr
Keith Brackstone upset the
form book by beating Sgt Bill
Bailey, current British veter-
ans 3,000m indoor champion.

WO2 Brian Johnson, who
leaves the Army in July, distin-
guished himself by finishing
ahead of Lt Col Glen Grant to
take the bronze medal. LCpl
Paddy Malone ensured team
success by finishing ahead of
the RAF’s fourth-placed man.

New vest SSgt Jeff Baker ran
into ninth place, justifying his
selection following his fine per-
formances in the 800m and
3,000m at the British veterans
in Birmingham.

Sapper sloop for charter

A CINDER 22 sloop owned
by 71 Engineer Regiment (V)
is available for private or
adventure training charter.
The four-berth Sapper of Upnor
will be launched on April 2 and
remain in the water until mid-
October. She will be based in
the Queen’s Harbour, Gare-

loch. The regiment has a limit-
ed number of instructors avail-
able. Derails are available from
Maj P S Ashcroft RE, Training
Major, 71 Engineer Regiment
(V), Clyde Lines, 15 Dilwara
Avenue, Glasgow Gl14 0QS
(tel Glasgow Mil 5329 or civil
0141 224 5329.
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Pte Colin Simmons of the 1st Battalion, The i
Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and Wiltshire &
Regiment, keeps watch from the safety of a
Saxon at Bugojno, Bosnia. See story inside.

Picture: Terry Champion






