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Sappers rescue Croat general 
BRITISH sappers basea near Tomislavgrad res- 
cued the 76-year-old commander 01 the Crcatian 
army and 20 of his soldiers from tM snowdrifts in a 
howling blizzard on March 30 

At least live Crcats had frozen to death by the 
hme the Bntish soldiers, from 28 and 35 Engineer 
Regiments. reached the military convoy stranded 
on a mountam section 01 Route Triangle The t t 
vehicle convoy was discovered eight hours after a 
ha#-frozen Croat soldier stumbled into a Bntish UN 
camp to ask for help Gen Janko Bobetko was still 
alive when the sappers broke through huge snow- 

drifts. At least ten other Croat soldiers were missing 
presumed dead. 

The snowplough rescue team also dug out a bus 
containing 50 civilians. The general's convoy, 
returning from a visit to central Bosnia, took the 
mountain road after it had been closed by British 
engineers in charge of maintaining it. 

Lt Col Barry H a w g d ,  a British Forces 
spokesman in Bosnia, said two 12-man teams had 
been involved in the rescue. Several vehicles were 
towed to Camp Redoubt. where the survivors were 
fedand given medical care. 

E 

WO2 Mark New with Chantress, the chocolate Labrador puppy he has named after the Angola operation 

Mission Angola 
aets areen Iiaht 
BRITISH expertise rn logiwi 
wpport is agam providing the 
essential base for a United 
Nations humanitarian mission 
-this time in Angola. 

A force of 625 soldiers based 
on 9 Supply Regiment at 
Hullavington is due to leave for 
Operation Chanuess dunng 
Apd, and BRITLOGBAT is 
expcted to be declared opera- 
tional at the end of the month 
for a 9O-day deployment. 

The situation at the begin- 
ning of April was still tense fol- 
lowing a cease-fire between the 
Msrxist Popular Liberation 
Front of Angola (MPLA) gov- 
ernment and the National 
Fmt  for the Total w a t i i q n  
of Angola (UNlTAJ . 

British forces, with a wealrh 
of international credibility, 
may well prove the catalyst for 
defusing tension by deploying 
in blue berets. They will pro- 
vide the infrastructure to allow 
the vehicles and eauioment of 

111 - - - i  

_ _  
m--- w -  t., 

field hnspit:il from Girhcr COUII- 

mes to deploy in theatre. 

Lt Col H a m  O'Hare, CO 9 

rcccmciliation of factions, dis' 
haniin&ent of guerrilla forcesi, 

The force is commanded by :md collection of heavy 
ucawns. . 

Supply Regt; and already has 
in situ Capt Lyanne Maclean, 
i ts  local resources commander. 

tbird UN Angola Verification 
Mission (UNAVEM IIQ. Pre- 
vious missions supervised the ia 
withdrawal of Cuban and vidc 
South African tmops, and the 
1992 elections. The Current the 
mandate is to supervise the 

Tkoops will be protected by 

T l i c  Marxist gove rn  
Op Chantress will be the said be pleased at con 

niaiic by the Educational 
Training Services of the Ad' 

70  Wlsh Guardsmen. 

ni:x. 

ROUTINE Army patrols in west ilfast. An Army presence 
Belfast have been halted ' " . wiii mntinue in all current Belfast 

Security Force bases for as long 
Constabulary that milii as required. Unit administrative 
for police patrolling *as er '~ End resupply journeyswill wntin- 

ue, and bomb disposal teams 
This f o l l m  a a& may be called out 

The last rwtine patrol was car- 
ried out by soldiers from 1st Bat- 
alion. The Parachute Regiment 

-, --  -- ~- ~~~ 
- 

reductwn since me IRA cease 
fire which has already Seen Army 
mobile and loot patrols 
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RAF Hercules using British 
PX4 parachutes. The British 
soldiers were accompanied by 
RAF parachute jump insmc- 
tors Flt Lts Chris Heathershaw 
and Rob George. 

Cpl Mick Burke had a 
narrow escape when the Czech 
parachute he was using failed 
to open. He pulled his reserve 
'chute in time. 

Royal Marines Comman- 
dant General Lt Gen Robm 
Ross said If someone had 
told me five years ago that I 
would be sitting in a Hip heli- 
copter flying over the Czech 
Republic, sting an RPG 7 and 
watching my men jumping 
with Czech 'chutes, I would 
have said they were mad." 

Next year the Czechs are 
expected to visit Britain to take 
part in more exercises. 

Highland 
Gunners 
adopt tiger 
A SIBERIAN figer named 
Amur has been adopted by 
73170 (Imjin) Battery, Royal 
Artillery. 

The first year's sponsorship 
of the animal at Colchester 
Zoo has been privately funded 
by Capt James phillips and Lt 
Nick Andrew, who are leaving 
the battery. 

h j i n  Battery, which has a 
tiger as its emblem, will spon- 
sor Amur for as long as it is 
based at Colchester. The unit 
is part of 19 Regiment RA, the 
Highland Gunners. 

Coldstream get their goose - - 
JACOB, a Hungarian goose, nised Brigade during an exer- 
has taken up his position as the cise in Hungary last year. 

A goose saved the 2nd B new regimental mascot of the 
Coldstream Guards. He was talion in Canada in the 183-- 
ure-ted to the reniment bv bv al& soldiers to an attack 
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For people on the move the Open Universityoffers you an oiportunfiy to 
study a wide range of courses and other options leadlng to certlRcates, 
diplomas or degrees tailored to develop your career or personal 
ambitions. Computing, management. social sciences. the environment 
 choose from more than 130 coursesand shorter self-contained packs. 

The University is working with the Army to visit bases in the UK, 
Cyprus and Germany during May and June to talk about OU study. Your 
base Education Centre will have details of when and where you can 
learn more about what the OU can do for you and your future. 

OU SUPPORTED OPEN LEARNING 
Our proven method of teaching allows you to study wherever you live 
Ond at your own pace. Specially wrmen texts and audioh'ldeo materlals 
we backed up by counselling and personal tutorial support and the 
apportunlty to work with other students. 

To find out more before our visli, send for a copy of Studfling with 
Me OU by completing the COupMl below or 'phoning 01808 379199. 

c l e a s e  send me a copy of Studying with the Open UniVerSny. 
1 Name OBF5D 1 

r, 

:<' 

i:.. 

. .  .~ 
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' I Address I 

11111111111111111 

I I 
L 1 l l ~ ~ ~ l l ~ l ~ I 1 l ~ I I J  

Postcode 

Return to Central Enquiry Servloe, PO Box 626, M i m  Keynfm MK1 1TY 

THE STATE TRUMPETERS AND MASSED BANDS 
OF 

THE HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY 
celebrate 

200 YEARS 
OF THE 

BAND OF 
THE LIFE GUARDS 

at 
THE ROYAL 

F 
FESTIVAL HALL 

LONDON SE1 
on 

THURSDAY 4 MAY 
at 7.30pm 

TICKETS f6.00 TO 
f 18.00 

Details and tickets 
available from 

the ticket office : 

0171 928 8800 

1 I NEWSLINE 
(NI peace dividend for the Army] 

AWAL of troops from Answering a writ- and commissioned would be at Camberley. He said it 
Northern heland will not mean a ten question from officers classifying would open in late 1997, when 
further reduction in the overall the colleges at Greenwich and 
strength of the Army, Defence added that the MOD or Asian. Bracknell would close. 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind told would take into Based on the 57 Greenwich, he said, was being 

per cent of respons- considered as a possible location 
ring Commons ques- of Dr Roger Sut- es to the survey for a restructured Defence School 

lions on March 28 he said: "I can cliffe, of Glasgow received by October of Languages but had been 
state categorically that, if the University. who had A Of Defence 1, there' were 64 rejected as a possible site for a 
position in Northern Ireland were black and 40 Asian 

troop levels in Northern Ireland, Up to the rank of captain or 
,' that would not lead to any reduc- e . .  equivalent the figures were 59 New MOD hospital units will 

lions in the size of the Services. There is no evidence that and 94 and from major to colonel be at Frimley Park Hospital NHS 
Id enable us to provide chemical or biological warfare or equivalent. 31 and 66. trust in Surrey and Peterborougt 

more time for training, ueate a agents were used during the Gulf Figures for ranks between Hospitals NHS trust in Cam 
position in which there was less War, Dr David Cla*, Shadow brigadier and field marshal or bridgeshire. 
pressure on our troops and Defence Secretary, was told. equivalent were not given Army vehicle storage will be 
enable them to have more time concentrated at Ashchurch when 
with their families." the depot at Ludgemhall closes 

Cases of miscarriage, still Chemical and Biological Defence five," stated a written answer, "fig- 0 The Army's Technical Equip 
birth, birth defects and infant mor- ments Division, Donnington, anc 
bidity among families of Gulf vet- Vehdes Spares Divison. Chilwel 
erans are no higher than the 0 . .  0 . .  will be wllocaed in Teffird, neat 

~. national average and the ligures Figures based on an ethnic In a written reply Armed Forces Donnington. The divisions will 
changed since the Gulf origin survey of the Regular Minister Nicholas Soames con- amalgamate to form the Equip 

conflict. said Armed Forces Min- ment Support Provision and Pro 
ister Nicholas Soames. of warrant officers or equivalent Command aml Staff Col!ege curement Authority (ESPPA). 

Mr Tam Dalyell, he 

account the views 

themselves as black 

proposed a study of "piCS from 

01 Gull veterans. 

Tri-Service Chaplaincy School. 
to permit further reductions in such problems among offspring warrant officers or equivalent. e . .  

Other points from Parliament: 

' 

The conclusion was contained 
in letters from Dr Graham Pear- 

because there were fewer than 
live in each category 

ures are not given in order to avoid 
individuals being identified." 

0 . .  son, director general of the "Where numbers are less than on March 31, 1997. 

Establishment. Porton Down. fol- 
iowing written questions. 

Armed Forces shpw the number firmed that the new Joint Service 

:.. 'I .~ 
il I+ Portland Bang goes another Chieftain tank 

hails EOD 
operation 
AN ARMY bomb disposal 

' expert who defused a 1,1001b 
German wartime bomb in 

, ' . Portland, Dorset, was hailed as 
a local hero after residents were 
allowed to return home. 

~ Capt Michael Inbb, serving 
, ;. with Wimbish-based 33 Engi- 
i neer Regiment (EOD), worked 
I .  throuh the niht of A D ~ ~ I  1 

Remember your first crush 

1 , 
and 21 the fozowing day to 
make the huge bomb safe. 

It was discovered under. a 
disused football pitch on the 
Isle of Portland and led to  the 
evacuation of 4,000 nearby 
residents from their homes. 

The 33 Regiment team 
spent more than six hours 
drilling rhrough the case of 
the bomb. The explosive was 
then steamed out and burned 

cm$+**lu Military police joined civil 
police in an operation to pre- 
vent looting while homes in a 
2,000-yard exclusion zone 

Capt Lobb revealed that he 
had had in his breast pocket 

wkEnd-6cbuY throughout the operation a 
lener fmm a Portland school- 
girl. It read  "I think you and 
your Army are very brave and I 
would like to thank you for 
your help." 

upuYXSF+ScI 
Ib.YI-3,*-law 

nQRw4am 
, 
! 

Ib.mdrmcI1 Off .  

('1 
.#Jlmcd€ilromrihl 

rnivnrnr -- 
.Nbnd(kura 

.mtuMmCVT 

.Pn-nkor were empty. 

. S a p p m  placed 30kg of artlltarv DI.CBI and 900 combat aWr& - 

Cdpt Camwon Thonuon and Mal Andy F N T ~  
check th. wmckaga of a ChloHaln on Slllsbury 
Plain. wham uppen from Tldworth-bnd 5 Fleld 
Squadron RE donroyed 36 tanlu and Inn Humber 
armoured m r s  under the terms of 1h .  w o n  
ConvanUonal Armed Forma in Europe (CFE). 

Th. lr&y requim Brlmln to destroy 183 maln 
banla tanks. 30 armoured combs1 vahkler and 

axploshn, In ten chargea on each tank, cutting 
gun banat., cmklng open hatch- splining 
hulla and blowing off whwla. 

Only 20 tanb nrrmln to be destroyed by the 

ment, hignad In 1988, the U n k d  Kingdom la per- 
mmeda maxlmum ot 1,015t.nlU,3,176armound 
combat v a h k b .  384 attack hdlmter% 636 

bsptv dedine Of Nowmbw. U* the agree- 
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Only 20 tanb nrrmln to be destroyed by the 

ment, hignad In 1988, the U n k d  Kingdom la per- 
mmeda maxlmum ot 1,015t.nlU,3,176armound 
combat v a h k b .  384 attack hdlmter% 636 

bsptv dedine Of Nowmbw. U* the agree- 
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Colchester brigade takes to the wing at Stanford 
COLCHESTER-based 24 
Airmobile Brigade has been 
exercising on Stanford training 
area in Norfolk. 

Exercise Gryphon’s Lift 
involved 2,000 troops, 400 

- 
vehicles and 30 helicopters cised as a whole. It was moved 
plus a company of US Army from pick-up points south of 
soldiers from the lOlst Air- the training area back to Stan- 
borne Division (Air Assault). ford. Soldiers and equipment 

After a week of individual were airlifted by RAF Puma 
unit training, the brigade exer- and Cbinook helicopters. 

Commanded by Brig Robin 
Brims, 24 Bde is part of a for- 
mation assigned to NATO’s 
Rapid Reaction Corps 
(ARRC), and is capable of 
rapid deployment worldwide. 

Armour 
HQs in 
battle of 
planets 
ALMOSTevery unit in the 
21,000-strong 1st (UK) 
Armoured Division was 
involved in a seven-day com- 
mand post exerciie in northern 
Germany. 

Climax of Exercise Rhino 
Sword .involved a divisional 
attack on Objects Mars, 

’ About 2,500 soldiers took 
@Dart. movinn their beadauar- 

-Jupiter and Venus. 

E  s son scripted Danish sold& 
would come under command 

HE BETT Review is reammen- 
ing the merger of the ranks of 

tenant general and major general; 
brigadier and colonel; lieutenant 
and seoond lieutenant. - Daily 
Te/egraph. The Ben Committee is 

&so advising that the Armed 
Forces should switch to perfor- 

I mance related pay and that some 
+llowances should be cut back. - 
Times 

U Anyrecruitensay @percent 
of hopefuls are rejecied because 
they areunfit, fat andgenerallytoo 
soft for life in the Forces. - Dally 

OThe Armed Forces’ 600-year- 
: old courts martial system is to be 

reviewed. - Times 

i .  OMicitors acting for veterans 
! ’ claiming to suffer from Gulf War 

syndrome have been granted 
legal aid certificates and say writs 
seeking compensation will be 
issued against the MOD. - 
Guardian. A soldier who has spent 
years pmbing Gulf War syndrome 

I 
relegraph (see Page 28). 

on by the intelli- 

The GOC 1 (UK) Armd Dlv, Mal 0.n Roddy Cordy-Bhnpaon (left), 
plctund wlth Gen Jorgn Lyng, the Danieh Chief of Defence Slaif, 
during Exercise Rhlno Sword In northern Germany 

of 1 Div on operations with 
NATO’s Rapid Reaction Corps. 

The 9th German Panzer- 
Lebrbrigade also had a 
response cell in the exercise 
control HQ at Deunold. 

Up to 900 soldiers at the 
headquarters passed a series of 
pre-planned orders and inci- 

Armoured Brigade, the DRB, 
HQ The Iight Dragoons and 
HQ 1 Regiment AAC. 

Exercise director Maj Gen 
Roddy Cordy-Sipson, GOC 
1 Div, said ”It has been a great 
success. AU the brigades have 
actually been fully tested and 
many people in Divisional HQ 

Eastern 
training 
on the 
horizon 
ERlTlSH troops could soon 
find themselves training in 
former Warsaw Pact countries, 
according to Land Com- 
mand’s Brigadier General 
Staff, Brig Ashley Truluck. 
As a result of restrictions on 

field Paining at home and in 
Germany, the Army is looking 
at options to switch training for 
armoured formations to the 
massive eastern European 
exercise areas on which the 
Red Army once trained. 

Poland and other countries 
are keen to host British units. 

“Negouations are still in the 
early stages, but one possibility 

dents to test u n i t s  from HQ 4 der consideration is to base 
Armoured Brigade, HQ 7 about theu profession.’ ks and APCs in such COUII- 

ies on a seasonal or perma- ._ I I nent basis.” said Brin Truluck. 

have learned a great de 

gence services. - Today. British 
and US defence officials knew that 
victims of Gulf War syndrome 
were exposed to chemical 
weapons agents. acmrding to 
previously unpublished military 
documents - hdependent on 
Sunday 

OAbout 100 former Servicemen, 
mostly Falklands veierans. plan to 
sue ifm MOD as a result of Post 
Traumatic Stress Syndrome 
allegedly contracted during ser- 
vice. - Daily Telegraph 

0 Fears of an “environmental 
time-bomb” caused by the dump 
ing of thousands of tons of chemi- 

‘‘Troops could the; be flown ‘to be m erg ed ’ mtotakepartmexerclses” Armoured batdegroup tram 

ma at BATUS m Canada wl. 
cal weapons in the Irish Land Command 

expect to take pan in 1950s were strengthen 
emerged that some pla 
contained up to ten in tiuure. In the next 1: 

months, 130 exercises are 

are talking to each other on the 
radio in their native tongue to con- 
fuseeavesdroppen.- TimesThe keep in touch 
head of the SAS and three other 
SAS oflicers were robbed at gun- FOLLOWING deployment of 
point in Sarajevo. - Dai/y Mail. 20 of his soldiers the 
Bosnian seized a lands for four months, Lt Col 
machinegun and 1 .000 rounds of ~ ~ ~ f f  M~~ has established 
ammunition from a British UN 
vehicle near Sarajwo, - Daily links with families of the 3rd 

Battalion, The Staffordsbir 
Regiment soldiers involved. Te@wh 

While Regular Arm) 0 Blind war heroes are being 
moved out of their refuge in lies arefamiliarwithlor 
Brighton. The Si Dunstan’s Chari- ods of separation, TA are not. 
ty is selling off Peanon House and The soldiers are with th 
shifting 40 veierans to another first TA company provid, 
home. - Sun ground defence for the islands. 
0 Service chiek are preparing a The families have 
Significant funher withdrawal of been invited to battalion HQ in 
troops from Northern Ireland - up Wolverhampton to record 
to two battalions - over Easter. - video and tape messages for 
Mail on Sunday dispatch to the Falklands. 

Staffords TA 

I 

I 

t 
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Chcra ; 
PRIZE 1 
Overall TA Scotland win- 
ners and also winners of 
the rnilitaly phase of Exer- 
use Combat Caterer t 995 
at &any Ruddon Camp, 
ScotlarM. were (back row) 
Sgt Tony Igoe, LCpl John 
Gourlay, with R e  Gordon 
Law and LCpl Ben 
Taylor. who also won best 
driver trophy. Best novice 
mphy went to LCpi Susan 
Player (above). 

essage, led by WO2 Pete Hammond. 
er a team shirt to Ponreath Surf Life 

Commander Engineer 

Mcolll presents SSgt 
Nall Mulholland with a Long Service 

to Bosnia. On Op Grapple with 522 
STRE team from Hameln-based 28 Engineer Regiment, Ne1 
takes up a post in Nepal this month. 

andGoodConduct Msdalduringavisit medal 
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AN UPDATED concept which con- 
solidates the operational role of the 
Educational and Training Service of 
the Adjutant General’s Corps has been 

Educators play vital role to allowsoldiers to jump thclanguage 
harrier and communicate wirh people 
by pointing to words. in preparing so Id iers for “Because ofthe nature upUN ouera- 

I 

proved at Tidworth. 
For the first time an integrated oper- fore i g n de p I o y me n t s I ational briefing unit (OBU) has car- 

tiuns the soldiers are going to mcct 
c i r h  and the whole idea behind 
operational briefing units is that when 

soldiers arrive on deployment, they have 
thc information which allowes them to 
work with the local community,” said Maj 
Woods. 

Communicating with families back 
home was also important. During the exer 
cise a garrison information m e  was set 
up tO channel information coming back 
down through the chain of command. 

Centresarenotdeaignedtotakeerthe 
work done by HIVES 
(Help Information Vol- 
unteerExChanges) and 
other bodies, but to 
ensure that the welfsre 
support hlction can 
be carded out. 
Families need a point 

of contact to find out 
what is happening 
where their nearest and 
dearest are,” said Mnj 
Woods. “Much of the 
information coming in 
is indigestible and a 

ordinator wo 

rird out an cicrcise pulling together lhe 
operarional facets of the ETS ro prcparc for 
an imaginary out-of-area dcployment. 

Many of the rasks were related to the 
normal pcaccrime work of the ETS but 
educarion officcrs developed and for- 
malised procedures in linc with thc ncw 
Army doctrine. 

The former Royal Army Educational 
Corps long provided briefings far soldiers 
deploying overseas. Many still remember 
the,inucductory briefs to Berlin or Cyprus. 
Todav. educational sldlls are sometimes 

I mation with background tips and general 
information. 

Later editions in theatre, such as the 
Sund), linm in thc Gulf, would hclp main- 
tain morale hy passing on local news, home 
ncws and sports reports. 

Highlighting culturd differenccs in for- 
eign countries wirh a fundamcntal religion 

could prove a vital 
srrvice. 

“Soldiers have to 
he “cry careful 
about what they say 
and do,” said Maj 
Alastair wwds, oc 
10 and 78 AECs. 
“Gesturrswhichwe 
use are considered 
very rude in some 

A--’ ”- cultures and soda1 

d l  
I 

Y 

i b  at very short notice to cope with 
en UN deployments to unfamiliar 

carried out their 
one roof at 10 

a consolidated 

The unit’s task is to brief evervbodv from 

second session was spent in translating the 
words, and by the third session, soldiers 
were being taught. 

With a unit such as 23 Parachute Fie 
Ambulance,~a language card was esSenti- 
to allow them to build up a c ~ s e  history.of 
patients. 

Without this much more of the medicine 
practised by soldiers in Rwanda would 
have been “veterinary” - poke a patient 
and ifhe grunts, something is wrong. 

In practice, Capt Louise Bates hardly 
used her card. A fluent French, German 
and Serbo-Croat speaker, she preferred to 
find a Rwandan who spoke Fre 
carry on a four-way conversation, 
doctor through her in French to 
speaking Rwandan, then to the pa 

Capt Bates is one of the most 
enced polyglot interpreters in the Arm 

tion time proved vital for Col Rupert Ward, 
Commander ETS 4th Division, when 
preparing a brief on Rwanda last year. 

”The British Army had not been in 
Afxica for a long time, especially the 
French-speaking part of it, so we were 
really starting from scratch,” be said. 

Preparing for deployment to Rwanda 
was hectic. Col Ward was told on a Thurs- 
day morning that the 
move was on. By 
that afternoon initial 
material from the 
Prince Consort’s 
Library was being 
sifted, by Friday a 
language card had 
been translated, an 
idiot’s guide was 
produced on Satur- 
day andsent outon has a wealth of 
Sunday morning. PnctiCPl 0p.n- 
Some soldiers were tiond exparienm 
briefed at B,+~ from Rwanda and 
Norton before flying Bosnia 
out that day. 

Soldiers rushing about packing kit only 
need a very simple background brief plus a 
few words of the language and a few basic 
facts on customs to understand the all- 
important body language. 

The first session preparing a language 
card was devoted to talking to a native 
speaker and working off drawings; the 

Above: Capt Sharon 
Oartiand discuLses a 
daploymnt with a 801- 
dler’r wlt. conventions have to 

be understood and respected because sol- 
diers could be surrounded by 70 refuse- 
or a whole villaae.” 

Lefk Capts Yorgan John 
and Tlm Conning pre- 
pare tha first edition of 
an exarcise newaMwr 

, .  
field commsnders to ordin& shdicrj?~,>:,-~.. .Lnv-level L&uage cards are produced 
a b n t  the backmound to the areas thev ‘. :.‘:::: ><. . .  

I . - ,  . i l  

% getting involved in, support them 
Rth basic language skills, provide a 
&spaper, and set up a families’ 

information centre. 
The bric6ng agenda is largely set by 

the brimde commander, and during I ,  

bulletin h x d  background work to 
whichwould put keep our bands in,m said 
out whet is going Maj David Hazel of 30 
on.” AEC in. Chelsea Bar- 

from the brigade “When something 
would normally be - blows up we drop every- 
in theatre and thing and produce an 
would send back operational infornu- unclassified onri which can be used by 
tion as well as videos, photographs and ’ anybody.” 
messages which could be passed on to He was heavily involved in producing a 
families. booklet and language cards for British 

“We want to create an atmosphere i mops deploying to Angola and was 
where families can feel relaxed, where gratified at the response of the Mandst 
they can come and talk to us and ask Angolan embassy, which was delighted he 
any questions they may have,” said should want to teach soldiers about their 
Capt Shamn Gartland, of 12 AEC at society. 
Larkhill. But it was only by luck that Maj Hazel 

Because the Army is becoming’more learned that the deep blue seas off alluring 
involved with UN operations in areas beaches which British soldiers may visit are 
which were never in the British sphere infested with sharks. 
of influence, some officers have watch- In situations where fighting is endemic it 
ing briefs on different areas of the may not be possible to use local resources 
world. to glean information, but the Prince Con- 

“I have a team of researchers whose sort’s Library at Aldershot can be relied 
peacetime jobs are working in educa- upon to produce reams of writing on any 
tional centres, but we do a little bit of given area in a few hours. This quick reac- 

An a r s  team racks, London. 

~ 

&-&e like6 options he might have 
considered so that material could be 

having also set up an interpreter cell of 1 

for The Duke of Wellington’s Re 
Bugojno in Bosnia. 

Capt Bates’s interpreters had to 

Central to an OBU’s task is an out- 

It is not intended as a sophisticated 
guide book. It is more of a survival the ethnic groups in Bosnia. If soldiers 

were patrolling either side of a confronta- 
tion line, one side could well cause serious 
trouble for an interpreter from the other - m e  history, an idea of the sort of 

likely to meet, and 
adon such as the local 

VOItage, BBC World Service freqnen- 
des, and currency derails. c side. 

Not everyone appreciates that education 
oacers have an important operational role; 
interpreters in particular run the same 
gauntlet as forward mops during con- 
frontations. Capt Bates herselfhad to deal 
with horrendous situations both in Rwanda 
and Bosnia, and on one occasion was con- 
fronted by mops who threatened to kill her. 
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&portant part in complementing offi- :a* 

cial briefings. Prior to deployment, a - I first edition could be a mine of mfor- revlow aanm of th. WRw nmhrbl 



hforth flyers 
a11 set  for Bosnia 
MO& members of 664 
ssauiron, 9 Bcsiment, Army 
Air Corps and tbcir helicopters 
arc p o i s e d  to join the peace- 
keping operation ia former 
yugosw% d t w  phll 
wuccn. 

At their hose dose to the 
bueyAl tNnkdinNorth  
Y o w ,  the soldier-sirmen 
ur -by to  
join 5 4 : e O n ~  
h d y  in theatre - 

d the need 

go to be oenieed, 
aithafonwdoper- 
&g. bsSe at Gornji Vakuf, 
de the helicopms for task- 
Iilg * ‘am* said Lt Col 
cMi.walc6, iligbt comman- 

PIISiiDbility of heli- 
is mddy due to the 
tension in Norther! 

Britain offered to send up to 
18 Army and Royal Air Force 
helicopters plus about 200 
men to Bosnia-Hercegovina. 
Six Lynx and Six Gazelle heli- 
copters from the Army and six 
RAF Chinoob, three of which 
would remain on 72-hour 
standy in Britain, were made 
available. 

Four Lynxes are 
currently in theatre. 

“There was a 
request from Sector 
South West HQ in 
Bosnia for heli- 
copter support for 
carrying person- 
nel,” said Lt Col 
Walch, who, before 
joining the regiment 
in December, was 

commander of BATUS in 
Canada. 
“The Royal Navy was pro- 

viding four Sea Kings for that 
purpose, hut the need was 
more appropriate for Lynxes. 

“Now that Northern Ireland 
is not soaking up so much of 
the helicopter effort, and con- 

I d 

- 

ATpr Nobby Harding and Cpl P e w  Levelton haW t 
engine at the ready at Dishforth for any fllght to BomII 

sequently draining our 
resources, we can fulfil our 
commitment in Bosnia. 

“We had upwards of a 
brigade in Bosnia without heli- 
copter support: now, that can 
be r e d e d .  

“There is a good job for us to 
do, and, as regimental com- 
mander, as soon as we get the 
nod, I am keen to get the whole 

of our Lynx flight out there. I 
am also keen to ger the 
Gazelles there to complete the 
whole squadron.” 

For the moment, it is a- 
cult for those on standy to do 
anything more than “to antici- 
pate and he prepared”. 

In the meantime, the mem- 
bers of 664 Squadron - motto 
“Kit glows, it goes” - arc all set. 

if you are in the UU 

or 
0044 115 
9354126 

if you are serving in 
Germany 

Wee kdavs 
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if you are in the UU 

or 
0044 115 
9354126 

if you are serving in 
Germany 

Wee kdavs 



PICTURE, if you will, a place 
just uuom the Scottish boder 
CalledGrema. 

A tranquil location, immor- 
talised by, until compmtively 
recently, countless runaway 
marriages? 

Notsoin 1916,when,under 
the orders of munitions minis- 
ter Lloyd George, a hugefacto- 
ly was built in the area to 
re&@ the shorrage of shells for 
the Army which had, i! was 
claimed, contributed to the 
Wure of the Loos offensive the 
previous year. 

From the rime the factory 
opened until the end of the 
First Wodd War, its 30,000 
mainly female workers pro- 
d u d  vast amounts of high 

the establishment was closed in 
1919 and the site sold off five 
years later. 

In the months preceding the 
outbreak of the sefond World 
War, a large part of the former 
site - located around the end of 
the Soiway Firth and mad- 
dling the border - wus re-pur- 
chased for use as ammunition 
A-nt. 

arplosive and propellant, until 

become U fd ly  accredited CDmmOdify to be moved by the B a t n e a s h  
holder of the Invearm in rail, butthereare fewer places CendA@%nU- sft - Cpl Sem HwmwMona weigh8 up a shell 

advise on any other requir People standard. nition Depot af 

ter fence encompasses 40 miles Once the ammunition Fi posed of. role of the unit. Under project ments. Further assessmen 
And what of that manager Maj Ron Ball, the werecaniedoutand,inFebn 

internal railwav. the thousands of tons already o Invrnm in Peonle mP1 Denot olanninn officer. a com- BN 1994. BAD Lonetown wi 
of internal road and 53 miles of 

to be beyond repair  re dis- forklift drivers upwards, of the 
one can deliver by that means, 

Lougtown’s 27-mile -e- so we receive by road.“ Kinetgap CO1 

comes in, it is stored alongside 
~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~ 

“We used to be totally rail- 
served now it is half by rail, 
half by vehicle,” explained Col 

in the BAD’S 28 rows of store- 
houses or, in the case of equal- 
ly vast amounts of inert items The War Office established 

. .  

___... - . ..I . .- , 
recogoition? 

Col Field, U keen 
climber who, before taking 
over as Longtown’s com- 
mandant in 1992, w88 an 
instructor at Zimbabwe’s 
Army Staff College, said 
“IIP is a govunment mi- 
ative to improve the s m -  
ards of mining carried 
n to ensure work forces 
re well-suited to the job. 
“I wanted to see how w 

as a Civil Service-milita 
J1 &nes that there will be a- organisation compared to t€ 
-to the user,” the aCpot’s best practice in commerce: 
&id ammunitiou &cer genuinely believed we could d 
(CAO), a lieutenant colonel, certain thinw better than ou 

. 

k e n  isa Ioegtrsd$tiw ofem- 
*b. 

“Thh is all psn efrgein- 

told Soldier. 
O$cr in Shed 2, one of the 

b&&ngs in the ordnance stor- 
epot, row upon row of 

eels e t c h e d  as 

some of them =-Army person- 
ad - in this iqtert items area is 
to dr3l into mortar bombs, 

and replacing the 

- 
side organisations.” 

Since the depot had been 
@&markad for market-testing, 
he was anxious to demonstrate 
that Longtown was on top as 
far as civilian paining was con- 
cerned. 

In March 1 9 9 3 2 ’ k ~ ~  
with Cumbria Training and 
Enterprise Council (TEC) and 
his organisation was ---.i- 
nised in depth by outsi ’1- 
sultanu, on asnew sue ie 

that s&icient progress had 
been made to approach the 
TEC to review progress and 

BAD Longtown commandant 
Col Chrh Fleld He a180 m- 
man& the small Cumbrla Gal- 

officiab &CO@% 
as an Investor 
People. 

“Not only were we 
the first unit in the 
Army to become a 

holder of the standard, but we 
achieved it in under a year, as 
opposed to the usual period of 
two to three years:’ said Col 
Field. 

The benefits have been enor- 
mous, he added. Communica- 
tion had improved throughout 
the depot, and there had been 
much interest from other mili- 
tary units and commercial 
organisations. 

“With increased responsibil- 
ities as U result of the Defence 
Costs Study, and with so much 
ammunition coming into the 
counuy as a result of draw- 
down - which has to be stored 
somewhere - this depot has a 
very secure fume,” the com- 
mandant said. 

There is u t  least one well- 
lmown British manufacturer of 



50 years of 
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MAuAZINE 

Lt Col Richard Blrd checks an Index of names of offlcers and warrant offic 
awarded the M l l i t q y  Cross 

I - =  

I FOR 
NATIONAL SERVICE? 1 co@ttee decides 

which names go for- 
ward. Obviously 

’ there is not an infi- 
investiture with King nite amount of 

awards. We have m 
allocation &at is 
divided between the three Ser- 
rim,” he said. 

‘I try not to push quotas 
ndon, MSlb is the branch down to individual theatres 

ce of Arabia - turned 

rge V more than 75 years 

f the Military Sec- 
Depart- [z? responsible 

or processing the 
my’s honours 

nd awards. 
Through it pass 

recommendations 

- 
I or the Queen’s 

nepon: 
Laurie Manton 
Terry Pictures: Champion 

for knighthoods, Commanders 
of the Bath and Commmders 
of the British Empire, while 
recipients of, as Col Bird puts 
it, “stratospheric” level awards 
- such as Grand Commanders 
- are decided by the Mitary 
Seaetay and the Chief of the 
G t n d  staff. 
After MSlb has done all the 

paper work and a list has been 
drawn up, names are put up to 
the Secretary of State before 
being submitted to the Queen 
for final appmval. 

Oncc that has happened, 
CSl Bird and his staff arrange 
for the names to be published 
in the Ladon Gazene. The 
chosen few are informed a day 
before the details become 
public. 

As lists are prepared months 

officers at MSlb have to keep 
“ck of recipients. 

“It’s no good asking HQ in 
fiong Kong to no* a soldier 
when he or she has already 
been posted to Germany:’ said 
Col Bird. 

registers for awards includinp;‘j.-,,~ 
the Victoria Cross, the 
and Distinguished 
Medals. Atmost 140 
daring deeds are rec 
the bulky, leather-bo 
umes. 

T h e  branch also maintaim,;;,,: 

because I am keen 
that citations should 
fail or succeed on 
metit. 

“Occasionally, 
soldiers are put up 
for a mednl they are 
not eliible to 
names ceceive, and so we details.” check 

A d s  for meri- 
torious service, 
unlike gallantry 
awards. mav not be 

YOU CAN SHARE IN OUR SUCCESS - TAKE 
OUTA SUBSCRIPTIONAND RECEIVE YOUR 
OWN COPY EVERY FORTNIGHT 

IF SO, A COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL HA: iN 
STRUCK ON BEHALF OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

WITH 10% OF THE NET COST BEING DONATED TO 
THE POPPY APPEAL FUND 

..Irs Llr Whaimore 
half- MS i b  executlw 

rant was discwered durin 
review of archives. 

AWARD PROOUCllONS LTD DM BL, 

SURREY GU2B BUT UK 
Ta:01428607287 FU:Olu8606(112 

PO BOX 50, H A S L ~ E .  

operationai g a b t r y  

Richard Bird RA is 
in charge. He has a 

awarded posthuiou~l;, so if a 
soldier dies before an award is Nations’ commitments 
announced, his name has to be 
removed from the list. 

With several ongoing Unit ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
LJK k23; OVERSEAS k32.20 (surface mail) 

l M l  

Birthday and New 
Year Honours lists 

T E Lawrence’s DSO war- 
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ALL IN A GOOD CAUSE 

GURKHA MARATHON IS NOT PLAIN SAILING 
MORE than 800 runners from 13 coun- 
tries took part in the second British 
Gurkhas Nepal half marathon to raise 
money for Nepalese charities. 

organised by Sgt Fergus Anderson of dogs and erratic drivers present hazards and the Gurkha Welfare Trust. 

Nepal Signal Troop, the 12.8-mile course 
has more t h q  enough obstacles to make 
up for the missing miles of the classic 
marathon distance. 

not experienced on other marathons, and 
significant hills add to the difficulty. 

The British Ambassador signalled the 
start, and 30,000 Nepalese rupees were 

Sponsored by local companies and Pollution, ducks, pigs, cows, packs of raised for child workers, a leper hospice 

Tonne-up LADS 
RHF team weighs in 
SIX members of 1 RHF serv- 
ing in Bosnia have been throw- 
ing their weights about. . . for 
the sake of a good cause. 

They set themselves the 
spectacular target of lifdng 400 
tonnes in WO hours, and 
amazed themselves by manag- 
ing an incredible 790 tonnes. 

Capt Chris Mitchell (EM) 
and Cpl Kev Bumett (1 RHF 
LAD) hatched up the project 
and were joined in the muscle- 
busting attempt at Vitez by 
WO2s John Neilan (FRG 2 
Bn) and Paddy McLellan (1 
RHF), and LCpls .Ritchie 
Middleton and Dave Camp 
bell (both 1 RHF LAD). 

Their massive physical dort  
resulted in an average weight- 
loss of 3‘Mb a man over the 
two hours of squats, calfraises, 
shoulder presses, pull downs, 
dead lifts and bench presses. 

The Foundation for the 
SNdy into Infant Deaths will 

for charity 
benefit by more than 
DM3,400. * * *  

Also in former Yugoslavia, 
ten gallant runners pounded 
round the 77Om-long perime- 
ter of their camp at Bugojno to 
raise L1,300 for the Children’s 
Liver Disease Foundation. 
Based on 32 Ed Sqn from 
Ripon-based 38 Engineer Reg- 
iment, the runners included 
soldiers fmm 21 EOD Sqn 
RE, REME and hUl Sw. The 
run was organised by-LCpl 
Paul Nelson. 

Body armour and helmets 
were kept ready because of the 
security situation, but they 
were not needed as the runners 
clocked up 250 miles around 
the camp complex in 24 hours. 
BBC T V  reporter Martin Bell 

... 

following a 48-hour snooker potted d,5i7 points. S& Dave 
marathon in the 2 RTR WOs’ Couzens, Steve Dennis and 
and Sergeants’ Mess at Lums- Colin Peall refereed. 
den Barracks. Fallinhostel. InsDiration for the event was ,, i.i‘S!. 51 

TEN YEARS ago Cpl Mike 
Robbins was a man going 
places. Recently married to 
Monika, a German girl he 
had met in Osnabriick, he 
had been posted to a busy 
stores section in Deunold. 

It had been a hectic 
period, with a heavy work- 
load and many exercises. 
One day, while warming up 
for a Workshop Cup football 
match, he noticed a peculiar 
tingling sensation in his legs. 

Over the next few months 
it got progressively worse 
until Mike could hardly 
walk. His eyesight deterio- 
rated dramatically. 

Nothing obviously wrong 
could be diagnosed so he was 
sent to the Queen Elizabeth 
Military Hospital, Woolwich 
for further checks. Multiple 
sclerosis (MS) was found to 
be the cause of his problems. 

MS attacks the central. 
nervous system, affecting the 
motor functions and, in the 
worst cases, causing paraly- 
sis and blindness. 

organise money-raising 
events for ARMS, the self- 
help Action and Research for 
Multiple Sclerosis and the 
MS Society. 

Fellow-sufferer Flt Lt Kim 
Bartlen RAF got in touch to 
tell Mike there were others - 
serving and dependants - 
with MS in the Armed 
Forces, and that a Service 
group called MuNal Sup- 
port had been formed to pro- 
vide encouragement and 
support. 

Mike became Mutual 
Support’s BFG contact. Maj 
Gen Mike Grey, SSAFA 
Controller, gave the group 
his backing. 

Now promoted WO1, 
Mike Robbins is proof of 
what can be achieved by a 
positive outlook and a deter- 
mined refusal to give in when 

ication and a strong determi- keen sportsman, he adapted Anyone who wants to 
nation not to let the disease his capabilities to fit in with know more about MuNal 
get the better of him helped, Support can contact him at 
and Cpl Robbins returned to 12 Supply Regiment, BFPO 
his unit in Germany to followed, and he started to 44, or Wulfen Mil ext 22212. 

A course of steroid med- rebuild his life. Always a MS strikes. 

his day-to-day activities. 
Postings and promotions 

WO1 Mike Robbins (left) 01 12 Supply Regimen1 MLL presents a 
cheque for DM2,7t0 (E1,226) to Flt Lt Kim Bartlett (right), chair- 
man of Mutual Support, the Armed Forces branch 01 the MS 
Society. In the centre is LI Col Michael Southworth, CO 12 Sp 
Reot. Mike. who sutfers from multiole sclerosis. raised the 
money by making a sponsored parachute jump at Bad Lipp- 
springe in Germany 

sponsored them for E50. A team of six - SSgts Rick’ , 3 * * *  
pledged to the British Diabet- 
i n  Association children’s fund 

Burch and Geoff Austin, and 
.More than I1,OOO has been Sgts Taff Andenon, Al 

Armitage, Pete Glen and Izaac 
Hunt - olaved 11 3 frames and‘ 

SSgt Burch’s daughter, Anna, 
who has been diagnosed as 
dial$&. * *.* 

In appreciation of SSAFA’s 
supporr during their six- 
month tour in Northern Ire- 
land, the Munster-based 
King’s Royal Hussars raised 
DM 1,000 (about E450) for 
the welfare organisation. The 
money was presented by Lr 
Rick Kalewski and SSgt SN 
h a v e r  t?om the families’ oftice 
to SSAFA social worker SNart 
Annitage. 

S ~ a r t ,  who has been posted 
to Dortmund, has received the 
hemfelt thanks of the regi- 
ment for his helo and kindness 

* 
Appeal. Fund-raising was 
ordKsaated by CO’s wife M r s  
Snrah Jane Shirreff and the 
Families’ Of6ce and Kceived 
prmendous support from the 
wives of the regiment and the 
mpsrtg. * * *  

Dishforth-based 9 Re@- 
menf AAC has given E500 to 
the Yellow Brick Road Chil- 

, dren’s Hospice Appeal inNew- 
castle upon Qne. 
‘Ihe E5 million appeal aims 

to build three children’s hos- 

. pices in the Nonh East. 
a * *  

Lt Col Bripn Pickup, CO 4 
QLB, handed aver a cheque 
for E7,OOO to Lr Col Mike 
Hardy, North West regional 
organiser for &e Army Benev- 
olent Fund. The presentation 
was d e  at a uainmg night 
attended by the Brigade Com- 
mander, Brig Je~emy Gaskell. 
Events m raise &e money 
included abseiling down 
Blackpool T-, a Krypton 
Factor assauh course run and 

the Thrre Peaks cycle race. 
a * *  

Several local charities, 
including the Girl Guides and 
the County Air Ambulance, 
have received cheques raised 
by &es pf the Electronics 
Brpnch, REMB m Malvern. * * *  

-hers of Cokheser- 
based 19 adpiment RA pre- 
sented cheques totalling 
~ 2 , 2 0 0  to East Anglian 
SCOPE and a local boy who 
suffers from cerebral palsy. 

The gunners raised the money 
throughout at a series East of Anglia. gun disp 

Nottingham and cadets from 
Nottingham and Derbyshire 
ACFs canoed 145 miles of the 
Grand Union Canal and raised 
about E1,500 each for Help 
the Aged and the Kite Appeal 
which is providing money to 
build a new children’s hospital 
m Derby. 

I 

’ !  
I 



Half a century 
from Montgom F- 'rr efY 
VISCOUNT Monfgomay of 
Alawin, son of the wartime 

F3&e. Its readershp is now 
spread acmes all soldkm and 

found ex-mldkm and their families B 
1' withsubsaiimmmethan-* 

A superbly decmted bitth- ' 
50 years OIL + c a k e p r e p . n d b y t h e h y  

school of Catering's Technical 
matkboth themnkmcyand Training Division, St Omrr 
theopeningofthe Bprredrs, Aldershot, 

exhiiition of the "cur" by the bdp- 
National Army 

assisted by Emma 
fatherhaddeprvim -9 Y 0 l u W . s  
about soldiers. member of the Sd- 

longest-saving 086- The cake, des- 

B u r b e m r a n d d e d  

'1 
Speaking at a receptlol, to 

soldisr 1945-1995 was ceremonitpy 

"He was the 

E~T' in the British ignod by hb Jm 

L 

P -...-. 
I 

1.2 ROsieE, bad been piped into the 
reqnionbythemsgsdne'sart 
editor Les Gwyer, wearing tbe 
uniform of the pipe band in 
which he plpss. 

Other assisme with the 

I Part of the exhibltion, whlch is open through the summer 

I 

RELIVING HISTO1 IY 
TIMED almost 50 years to the day after 
the first issue of .So&~appemd, the 
reception to mark the opening of an exhi- 
bition t & i  the fnalagpzine's life story took 
p k e  in.impoaing sucruundipgs. 

associated withboih the British &my plrd 
the magazine. 
Former S& stdP included kve previ- 
ous editors, two ofvAmm, (Maj) Emeat 
' kner  and (Capt) John mq 

team. StaE fmm later years who 
induded Peter N Wood (edi 
P e t a  Levrrence, Rim 
De&Bardens. 

c 
d of the toast I 

m w e ,  which is U) 
Soldier, 50 Years (1 3 

exhibition, which is .open to the 
Opening the &ition, 

Defmce under scuemry Lord 
Henleysnidthatsinceits 1945 
Bnascls launch hsd 
come a long way L o€ 
its prcduction technology? 
appearance, imape and market. 

zinc fa the mti&4rmy of the 
26 

d to return on another 



Time to stop apologising 
for being in the Forces! 
IMAGE is a key word at 
the moment. Latest salvo 
has come from 
"recruiters" quoted in the 
press as saying that 
today's youth are far too 
soft for the Army. 

I was delighted. I could 
not agree more. 

Of course, the goot" 
haven't let the accusation 
pass without comment. 
One 23-year-old cleaner 
from Peckham said he 
thought he was fit. He had 
even thought of joining up 
but didn't fancy taking the 
oath of allegiance to the 
Queen. 

It all started when Army 
officials said that 43 per 
cent of those who wanted 
to join the Army were 
rejected because they 
were unfit or "mentally 
less than robust". 

They added that people 
are fatter than they used 
to be and many had no 
concept of how far a mile 
is, let alone running it. 

Back in Peckham a 
young man thought the 
problem lay in the lack of 
travel. '"Years ago people 
warned to join the Army to 
see the world. Now all 
they get to see is Northem 
Ireland," he said. 

Whatever the reason, 
recruiting is down and by 
April next year,we're told, 
there will be significant 
shortfalls in manpower. 
So what's to be done? 

From my safe position 
on the sidelines I would 
suggest that it has a lot to 
do with that word - image. 

Starting this month a 
new recruiting and promo- 
tion campaign aims at 
presenting soldiers as 
less macho and more 
ordinary, committed 
people living up to their 
potential and doing a valu- 
able job. 

Now that's all very well 
and good but I think it will 

take more than that to AS regular readers will 
attract the sheii-suited know, I live in a village 
softies currently being dominated by the pres- 
rejected by the Army's ence of US Forces. they 
rewuiters. are so proud of being 

I recently took part in a American Service people. 
Radio 5 discussion pro- They make no apologies 
gramme which aimed to for their allegiance. Their 
look at women's role in the Government recognises 
Forces. One focus of the their loyally in a lifelong 
discussion was the way in commitment to them. 
which the military retired Service 
operated as a com- people have 
munity. One of the access to the local 

bases with all the 
amenities they 

contributors was a 
woman currently 
involved in legal have to offer. 
arguments about In Britain. we 
lesbianism in the .. seem to wheel 

out our exdervice 
people once a year 
or so. This year ''I they Will Qet lots of 

Services. 
Setting aside that 

particular argument 
I have to say I was 
impressed 6 y  her dignity 
and her eagerness to say 
that she had enjoyed Ser- 
vice life and understood 
the position of those who 
had to interrogate her. 

She seemed anxious 
that everyone understood 
that her argument was a 
legal one. There was no 
question of her being 
unhappy with Service life. 

Another contributor 
talked about her experi- 
ence of being sacked on 
becoming pregnant. 
Again, putting aside that 
dispute, the impressive 
feature of her testimony 
was her love of life with 
the Services and a long- 
ing to return to it. 

So why should these 
women wsflt to get back 
fflba a llfs that civflfsns 
stfff SOBm to ses as one 
of unthfflfrirfo ohdfenca 
and boot-bulllng? 

I suggest it is because it 
is a life which is ordered 
and directed, where 
everyone is accountable 
for their actions and 
everyone has to consider 
the common good. 

attention being picked up 
and put down at the whim 
of the media. 

 ut what ofnaxtyser? 
Whst Mff happm when 
them's no mflvmient 
eflnlvsrsery for the fffm 
crew and /ournsffsfs to 
pfn thefrsloriea on? 

I can guess. The ex- 
Service men and .women 
Wiii be relegated to the 
end of the snug bar where 
their war stories are toler- 
ated by the kindly regu- 
lars. 

If the new recruitment 
campaign succeeds in 
portraying Servicemen 
and women as people ful- 
filling their potential and 
attracts fit and healthy 
applicants in vast num- 
bers I shall be the first in 
the audience to give them 
a standing ovation. But I 
don't hold out much hope. 

What's needed. in my 
opinion, is a gutsier 
approach. There has to be 
less wooing and more 
showing off. It really is 
time to stop saying that 
the Forces are a reflection 
of civilian life. It's time to 

start promoting the Ser- 
vices as a model for 
modern life. To do that the 
Government - and by that 
I mean the Government of 
the day, not just this one - 
should reward those who 
join up with privileges. 

Women who renounce 
their independence to 
follow their husbands 
should have special con- 
sideration. When they 
can't construct a career 
and a pension plan 
because of turbulence 
they should not have to 
face the accusation that 
they have given up their 
jobs Iroluntarily". It's not 
like being the wife of an 
industrialist who moves 
for economic reasons. 

Young men and women 
who want to join up should 
be rewarded with extra 
help with their education. 
Ex-Service people should 
be given priority when it 
comes to housing and job 
opportunities. 

The time has come to 
stop apologising for being 
in the Forces. It is time to 
be militant about the mili- 
tary. Never mind the 
Lycra-clad lobby who 
want the "yoof" to fulfil 
their potential. Those in 
uniform have to start 
shouting about their suc- 
cesses. 

I for one hope that the 
new campaign says that 
we've got something you 
won't see every day. 
We've got energy, we've 
got challenges and we've 
got small, spherical objects 
-even the womeni 

And I hope that, above 
all, it will promotethe mes- 
sage that we're proud to 
say so 

0 Car1 Robem pmaents 
Countepff l t  on BFBS 
radlo. Wrlte to her at 
BFBS, BFW 786; or d o  
Sofdhw. 

HARD work has paid off 
for five estate wardens 
working with the Families' 
Housing and Welfare Ser- 
vice. 

They are among the 
first in the country to 
achieve a number of units 
of the housing National 
Vocational Qualification 
(NVQ). 

The five wardens are 
Dougie Vidler and John 

FHWS wardens hit the NVQ trail 
Matthew. both former 
Royal Engineers. Gary 
Gibbs of the NW Kent 
FHWS, and Frank Flan 
and Brian Hearn. based at 
Marchwood. 

All five were appraised 
by Chatham assessment 
centre manager Maj 
(Retd) Ron Gocdin and 

joint co-ordinator Lynne 
Holland. Both are asses- 
sors and verifiers. 

The Chatham centre 
has gone from strength to 
strength since it was 
approved to offer the 
housing NVQ a year ago. 
After an initial pilot opera- 
tion, the NVQ has spread 

throughout the FHWS. 
with more than 130 candi- 
dates now in the system 
and 45 undertaking the 
assessor qualification. 

A sister centre has 
been created in York to 
handle candidates from 
the North, Midlands, 
Wales and Scotland. 

Both Ron Gadin and 
Lynw Holland have put a 
considerable effort into 
making the Chatham 
centre one of the most 
successful in the United 
Kingdom. It is set to 
expand into other NVQs 
and is close to achieving 
the Investors in People 

award which demon- 
strates the organisation's 
commitment to training 
and development of staff. 

The Defence Housing 
Executive,, which came 
into being on April 1 to run 
the married quarters 
estate for all three Ser- 
vices, has already 
expressed its commit- 
ment to the training initia- 
tive. 

SINCE its formation a 
year ago, the Joint Ser- 
vice Travel Centre has 
developed into the 
Armed Forces' very own 
"one-stop" travel shop. 

The JSTC now p ro  
vides a 24-hour opera- 
tions room, teams at 
three of London's air- 
ports. afamilytravelcell. 
a visa service and a . 
booking operation which 
handled about 250,000 
transactions in the first 
year. ... 

Movements. booking . 
and administration are 
managed by three sew- 
rate squadrons withie , . 
the JSTC, which was 
formed from the old Ser- .:, 
vices Booking. Centre 
and the Joint Services 
Air Trooping Centre. 

The movements per- 
sonnel. drawn from all 
three Services, handle 

. the Uperational aspects, 
including the support of 
MOD staff using airports 
for air trooping or sched- 
uled commercial flights. 

They also help indi- 
vidual passengers 
needing special assis- 
tance, ranging from 
VlPs to compassionate 

staff form a vital link 
in the comDassionate 

9.. 

cases. 
Movements Squadron I 

travel system: arranging 
travel from the UK point 
of anlval to the final des. 
tination -using anyihing 

WAR widows have won a mons, the cost of restoring Me of loneliness. In 1933, relationship.Thewidowofa Air reservations from 
bauleinlheircampagnover pensions to war widows one in 100 war widows man who left the Armed theUKaretheresponsi- 

who have been bereaved or under the age of 50 took the Forces before 1973 bility of the Booking 
Lord Freyberg's amend- divorced from their e n d  finanaal riskof remarrying. m i v e s  only a fhird of her Squadron. This includes 

ment which would restoreto husband is estimated to be travel by RAF Air Trans- 
divorced widows the right to about f40 million. port Force, MOD charter 
a war pension was War widows' pensions rules,shewouldbeallowed after 1973). and mast and civil chartered 
approved by the House of are forfeited on remarriage to change partners every widows who married Ser- flights. 
Lords, a defeat for the Gov- or cohabitation. a penal and week without jeopardising vicemen after they left the The h k i n g s  staff 
emment. If the Pensions Bill widely-resented constraint her pension - but was Forces receive no Forces also provide quotations 
is not reversed in the Com- for flights, special facili- 

One war widow has said late husband's milkary pen- 
that under present pension sion (as opposed to half 

that condemns many to a barred from having a stable Family Pension at all. 

ties for VIP travel, surface 
travel bookings and indul- 
gence flights. 

Most JSTC business 
customers prefer to travel 
using fully Nexible airline 
tickets. The centre reck- 
ons to provide the lowest 
fares available on the 
market on 95 per cent of 
occasions. 

Bookings on the Chun- 
nei train by Eurostar and 
Le Shuttie are offered by 
the JSTC and it is negotiat- 
ing for corporate dis- 
counts from both 
companies. 

Chances of getting an 
indulgence flight are said 
to be better than ever. 
Indulgence staff can also 
give advice on alternative 
methods of travel. Their 
number is MOD Main 
Building extension 81477 
or 81478. 

Leisure fare facilities are 
available to Service and 
ex-Service personnel, full 
and part-time MOD civil- 
ians and dependants. 

More than 75 per cent of 
bookings are made by 
telephone. and a new. 
more flexible system has 
been installed. 

From September 1 this 
year a daily part-charter 
will repiace the Monday 
and Friday VCtO flights to 
Washington. The new ser- 
vice will include onward 
travel to other destinations 
in the USA at discounted 
and. it is hoped. leisure 
fare arrangements for 

Wlng Commander John'YacdOnnld RAF, commandlng officer of the JSTC, pictured wlth a cross-sactlon of his 111 

0 USA, Tokyo end Hong Kong destinations (Vlrgln 

0 Europan destlnatlons Alr UK, Stansted) - 
0 BA Travel Shops hollday hotllne - 0171 730 

Atlantic) - 01293 747747. 

01603 487171. 

lfi79 

I 0 BA mllltary sales hotllne, Including car hlre and I hotel mservatlons-0141 2264321. 

MOD personnel and their largest corporate ~ U S -  
relatives. tomer; 

Constructive comments 0 More than 180 differ- 
on the centre's services ent airlines are used a 
are welcomed by the Cus- year; 
tomer Relations Desk on 0 Half the indulgence 
MOD Main Building exten- passage applications are 
sion8141t successful; 

Some facts you may not 0 MOD has negotiated 
discounted fares with more know about the JSTC: 

0 The MOD is now BA's than 30 airlines worldwide. 

SSAFA and the Royal SeMce an0 civilian war- the Second World War. 
British Legion are among time population. August 20 has been set 
leading welfare, charitable The Tribute and aside as the day for the 
and voluntary organisa- Promise campaign was community to pay its own 
tionswhich havesignedup launched by Dame Vera tribute to the elderly. The 
to the Tribute and Promise Lynn as part of the nation's project hopes to raise mil- 
banner to highlight the 5Mh anniversary events lions of pounds to help the 
needs of the surviving ex- commemorating the end of wartime generation. 

HOUSING TRUST 
MANAGERS LEAVE 
HOUSING TrJsl chief lone management. he sa8d. 
execut.ve Mr Mike Aobin- TrJst proposals naa to 
son is expected 10 receive oe abandoned wnen it 
aoout f200.000 n sever- was concldded that the 
ance pay following tne (or- 
mation 01 tne Defence 
Housing Executive on 
April 1 

He and another senior 
manager. Mr Man Taylor, 
apponled on three-year 
contracts to oversee the 
creation 01 a housing trust 
for MOD quarters Were 
made redmoant on March 
31. 

Mr Tayor is to receive 
about Et70.00. Said 
Armed Forces Minister Mr 
Nicholas Soames in a 
House 01 Commons writ- 
ten answer. Payments to 
both men will oepend on 
the final assessment of 
performance against ml e- 
stones agreed with theor 

proposed new body could 
not properly be classitied 
to the private sector, and 
would not therefore be 
able to gain access to pri- 
vate sector capital to fund 
its operations and improve 
the housing stock. 

Mr Soames revealed 
that in addition to the 
Defence Housing Execu- 
tive initiative, the MOD was 
continuing to consider 
alternative possibilities for 
transferring the married 
quarters estate to the pri- 
vate sector. 

The third manager 
recruited to the trust, Mr 
Colin James. has been 
appointed chief executive 
of the new housing body. 
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NATOLOAN Elect i s  
7001 models in the NATOCARSV 
years old, giving a greater cho 

gives you the option of part exch 

PHONE NATOLOAN HELP 
or complete the coupon, and find out just how little you need 

E 
Rewarding Experience 
. . I  , ~ ; ~ .  

r_ ,. 1 

Abova: Swinglng and prancing In the rain 
sponsored aembh al ATR Pirbrlght 
I.& Handa-on experience for Sgl Chrle 

IT IS us plain as the nose on your face 
that when there's money to ,be raised 
for charity, the British Anny wil l  mm 

AS our mplll picture shows, 'there 
w a  no ahortege of dwtecrs nt Army 
Training Regiment, I'irbngbt, when 
LSOO was raised for Comic Relief on 
Red Nose Dey, March 17, by 
Ll ea& for 30 minutes of 
other evens ;bRol& * 
L L M .  

Red -S & (uausualty) in evi- 
dence on the F%bright p-de puncl 
w h a  soldiers of ATR's 76 Battery 
~n-t their final nhePrsnl.befm 
pr€s+Out. 

And the Officers' Food Manage 

OutinSUel@. 

ViaueUing Depamncnt end diaaib- 
d them at I d  schools and Amv 
unitsinewhaweforasmsll dm&m. 

These were just a few of the &"a 
conuibuh.  As to how many otha 
events took place, and how m u e h w ~ ~  
raised ... whonose? 
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I ElTERS . Wrlte to : SOLDIER Ordnance Road Aldershot Hants Gull 2DU 
b 

Stick men 
1 I Stirring the pot I 

What was I 
tooka bit 
of stick 

highest I 
v z r  ‘ks,l chefs 

in Bosnia’ claim 
NSrank? I 
AS A regular contributor 
to Duty Fir% official jour- 
nal of the Royal Australian 
Regiment Association, I 
have been asked to write 
articles on National Ser- 
vice in the British Army. 

To complete the series I 
am trying to uncover the 
total number of NS oficers 
who were awarded a com- 
mission between the com- 
mencement of the 
National Service Act of 
July 1947 through to the 
discharge of the last con- 
scripts in 1963. 

I am also seeking the 
most senior rank that was 
achieved by a National 
Serviceman. Can readers 
help? - Jim Jacobs, IS 
Angus Close, Fareham, 
Hants PO15 6BA. 

TO me the position of stick 
man (Letters, February 20) 
was a myth. I was always of the 
opinion that the guard duty 
had to be extra smart, particu- 
larly if they were to be in view 
of the public. 

Any man not quite up to 
scratch would be chosen as 
stick man. After all, you don’t 
get rid of the smartest man on 
parade. 

Any soldier who mentioned 
to me how many times he had 
been made stick man got the 
same reply: “It couldn’t have 
been nice to know you weren’t 
the smartest man on parade.” 
Some got rather miffed. -A W 
Cregan, London. 

ALTHOUGH I found your 
article on the chefs at Tomis- 

wood to fuel their 

lavgrad, “Their guests are in 
for a treat” (March 6) a good 
read I feel I must complain 
about the wording of the final 
paragraph, which has caused 

Each catering troop meets 
its own problems and attempts 
to cope with them accordingly. 

Likewise, many chefs 
throughout the theatre feel 
they produce the best they can 
with the rations provided, 
without making such bold 
statements. - Op Grapple 
reader (name and address 
supplied). 

controversy. 
Master chef Sgt Paul Bailey 

said “We have a reputation as 
the best cooks in theatre, 
which could be why we get so 
many visitors.“ 

I am sure Sgt Bailey and his 
team are doing a sterling job 
catering for those stationed in 
and passing through TSG but 
the comment about being “the 

best cooks in theatre” upset 
the remainder of the catering 
element in both Croatia and 
Bosnia. 

Chefs, as we know, work 
long hours in sometimes ardu- 
ous conditions and have to be 
adaptable. As just one exam- 
ple, in Gorazde, due to supply 
difftculties, the chefs have 
often resorted to using locally 

THE writer of your article, 
“Their guests are in for a treat” 
has obviously not visited the 
small dingy hole that civilians 
call Koncar. 

We are thankful to have 
three rather worn-out shells to 
help us in the preparation of 
the most magnificent food. 

Word has been passed by the 
“belly-load” to such faraway 
places as Sarajevo, from where 
they come and gorge them- 
selves on what we consider to 
be the best food available any- 
where in theatre. 

The Royal Navy in Divulje 
Barracks have often indulged 
in the excellent delights served 
by Cpl Jim Kearney, R e  
Dougie Hall and , & W e ~ .  
(Bomber) Brown. ’~ 

If this is not enough to set 
your mouth watering, ask any 
of the Canadians or New 
Zealanders near Zepce, or var- 
ious visitors from UK. - Sgt 
Andy Comfort (and 
others), Vehicle Electrician 
Section, Force ES Coy, Gen 
PI, BFPO 544. 

Secret Army “It‘s the Falklands thls timo Edna. . .we’ve had 
tours sinca he left the Regular Army and Jolned the Terrltorlals.” 

aRe6er*eFo#cBsBI -Page13 
YOUR “Secret Am$ article 
(February 6) heightened my 
respect for these potential 
resistance fighters. 

What was the strategic plan 
behind this formation? Were 
they to fight to the last bullet or 
lump of explosive, or fight a 
drawn-out battle with an occu- 
pying enemy force? - H E 
Clarke, Ipswich. 

No shcrtage of work 
for Remount Centre 

THANKS FOR 
SUEZ FORUM 

Info, please 
I ENLISTED in the Army 
in December 1946 into 
The Royal Welch Fusiliers 
and did my initial training 
at the 28 Inf Ldr Trg Bn in 
Palace Barracks, Holy- 
wood, near Belfast. 

I understand there were 
three such establishments 
in the UK for training 
potential leaders. Can any 
reader give me informa- 
tion on 28 Trg Bn and 
what eventually happened 
to the unit? - R J McCor- 
mack, No 2, The Smyth 
Flat, The Masters 
House, St Johns WTB, 
St John Street, Lich- 
field, StatrS WS13 6PB. 

LAST year Soldier letters 
included a selection of thought- 
ful comments on the matter of 
medals and the recognition of 
service. Or, more correctly, the 
lack of either. 

The exclusion of Suez ser- 
vice from formal recognition, 
and the hurt and anger which 
that decision engendered, have 
been well aired. For a Suez vet- 
eran who has been out of touch 
these many years, it has been 
encouraging. 

May I, therefore, offer my 

appreciation to all those earlier 
contributors for their efforts to 
right an injustice. My thanks, 
also, to the magazine for pro- 
viding a forum. 

One day justice will be done 
and we shall receive our medal. 
Perhaps the 50th anniversary 
will provide a stimulus and a 
change of heart. Meanwhile, 
the case for obtaining privately 
minted commemoratives 
seems more legitimate as the 
years go by. - D Atkinson, 
British Columbia, Canada. 

towns and dock areas. 
It will be apparent that there 

was considerable work for the 
Remount Centre at Melton 
Mowbray which, during the 
war, was largely and efficiently 
staffed by a branch of the 
Women’s Land Army. 

The total number of equines 
was small compared to foreign 
armies. The Russians started 
the war with about 30 horsed 
cavalry divisions and built up 
to more than 70 by 1945. The 
German Army had one cavalry 
division in 1939 and later 
formed the notorious Cossack 
Cavalry Corps. 

In addition, each of their 100 
or so infantry divisions had an 
establishment of more than 
900 horse-drawn vehicles and 
about 4,800 horses. 

With an average loss of 865 
horses a day for every day of 
the war it is evident that the 
German remount problems 
must have been considerable. - 
Maj (Retd) R A  Hill, Melton 
Mowbray. 

IN YOUR article on 
tation School at 
(March 6), fiere, ih 
the Long Course 
months and not six, the‘ques 
tion was asked in reference to 
the Armv Remount Centre. I 

land) Division in the north of 
Scotland. 

This division was trained in 
ountain warfare for two main 
,sons. First, to take part in 
invasion of Norway should 

is be necessary, and secondly 

I Candy cannon 
CHIP’S cartoons in the Janu- 
ary 23 issue making fun of 
Army cost-cutting reminded 
me so much of soldiering in 
the UK in 1930. I have a pho- 
tograph showing soldiers of 
2nd Glosters grouped around 
a Tare sugar box with an 
attached pipe representing an 
anti-tank gun. - F E Wright 
(late Glosters), Devon. 

Melton Mowbray, as to to keep the Germans guessing 
did it remount in 1941. as to the area of the landings 

remounts were reauu Apart fmm a few riding 
At that time the ’ for the second front. 

mountain a m l l e j  and pa horses, the mountam artillery 
had mules while the pack com- 
panies used mostly Highland 
ponies and Welsh cobs. There 
were also a number of Canadi- 
an horses which were being 
shipped to the French Army 
but diverted to the UK before 
the fall of France. 

The total horse and mule 
strength of the mountam &vi- 
sion was about 3,000. 

In addition to the RASC 
Animal Transport Training 
Wing at Aldershot, a number 
of horse-drawn wagon compa- 
nies were formed throughout 
the UK to save fuel on short- 
haul transport work in garrison 

IN response to J S Sulli- 
van’s reply (February 20) 
about the 53rd Dinsmn, I 
accept he was iust makng a 
pomt that the 53rd was a 
Brinsh division. 
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IWM exhibit could help Suez cause 
I THINK Laurie Milner’s plan 
for a permanent Suez display 
in the Imperial War Museum 
(fetters, February 6) is excel- 
lent and I am sure it will be 
very useful to our medal cam- 

I have dug into my memories 
and sent on a few newspaper 
cuttings and observations, and 
I am sure other Suez veterans 
have done the same. It is con- 
jectured that when all these 
“bits and pieces” are consoli- 

paign. 

Tattoo scenery took a tumble 
dated‘the injustice of the non- 
award.41 be overwhelming. 

I do hope Fd Marshal Lord 
Bramall stays in touch as the 
exhibition will throw light on 
the “original political ratio- 
nale’’ (fetters, February 8, 
1993). - C L Golder, Bolton. 
0 PS forJ B Adams (Letters, 

February 20): an ACC cook 
once told me a veteran is an 
old soldier who doesn’t eat 
meat - sausage doesn’t count. 
CLG. 

LT COL Rodney Bashford’s 
glowing review of the new CD 
of the great Army showbiz 
days of the Aldershot Tattoo 
1932-8 (Reviews, December 
12, 1994), reminds me of 
something he mentions - the 
“fantastic representation of 
the Field of the Cloth of 
Gold”. 

A giant backdrop scenery of 

peeping over the Rushrnore 
Arena fence, was in fact blown 
down in a gale and smashed a 
few days before the tattoo was 
due to open, 

But the sappers undertook a 
crash project and made anoth- 
er one half the size - just in 
time. - Capt (Retd) W A 
Ewbank MC RE, Upland, 
Indiana, USA. 

the Palace of Ardes, which I 
saw and photographed by 
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I E'TTERS 

Romance and 
a rusted-up 
tank officer 

50 years of reading 
CONGRATULATIONS on 
your 50th anniversary edition 
of S&er - a splendid way to 
celebrate the milestone. 

Like others you mention I, 
too, can claim to have read 
every copy published. I joined 
what was then the Boys Bat- 
tery Royal Anillery at Wwl- 
wich in June 1945 and was 
able to get hold of the editions 
published previously. I have 
bought every one since. 

One point in your 50-year 
sport round-up - Keith Miller 
was not a petty officer but a 
pilot, aying night tigilters in 
the RAAF. 
Keep up the good work. I 

look forward to receiving Sd- 
dipt for many more years. - 
Graham Day, Port G h  
gow. 

I AM happy to have been a 
reader of Soidw throughout 
your first 50 m. 

I doubt that there is a Ser- 
vice magazine in the world 
that cnn touch the standard 
that people like me enjoy. 

The old eyes, like the old 
soldier, are getting dim, but I 
hope to'enjop the company of 
your most acellent magazine 
for many y e p  to come. - 
Doanld R Hadlc, North- 
*k, ix?&ire. 

IN THE run-up to its 50th anniversary, Soldier was able to per- 
suade many surviving members of its 1945 staff to share their rec- 
ollections. One who escaped the net was former Lt Charles Smith 
. . . until we received this letter. faxed from Canada: 
I JOINED Soldier around Sep- 
tember 1945. I had just spent 
three years in a prisoner-of-war 
camp in Germany, having been 
captured in the Western 
Desert in 1942 while serving 
with the Royal Tank Regiment. 

Since no one seemed to 
know what to do with rusted- 
up tank officers, I was sent on a 
eort of indefinite leave, during 
which I met M old pal t?om the 
London Eming Standard who 
suggested I might find it a lark 
if I could wangle a transfer to 
the British Army Newspaper 
Unit, then run by Army Wel- 
fare 3, at its London HQ. 

This I did, and a couple of 
months later I was back in Ger- 
many on the Soldier editorial 
team, where my boss in Ham- 
burg was Capt Jack Hallows, a 
former DaCy Mat7 news editor. 
Another writer at the time was 
John Prebble, later ro become 
author of CuUoah, Tke High- 
land Clearam and several 
novels, while a senior w e  
was SSgt  Haig Gudenian, who 
later became my editor atJohn 
Bull magazine. 

After my demob in 1946 I 
was invited to carry on working 
for Soldier as a civilian, 6mt in 
London and then in Hamburg. 

Emest Turner - author of Ems 
Wil Be E q s  and What the 
BuJer Saw - <as the London 
editor and John Grove the 
editor in Hamburg. 
On arriving in Hamburg, I 

was greeted in the editorial 
office by a very beautiful girl 
named Hilde Weber. Bom in 
Danzig, she had worked after 
the war for a German newspa- 
per set up by MilGov in 
Lubeck, which she later left to 
work as an editor and transla- 
tor for the Canadian Army 
newspaper Maple Laf. 

When that folded, she took 
off for Hamburg and a job with 
Soldier. For me, it was love at 
first sight. Three days later I , 

proposed and much against '.' 
her better judgement she final- , I 

ly accepted. 
This family can offer. you 

50th birthday greetings from 
rhne exSo[dier editorial d 
Hilde, myself, and my bruther- 
in-law, Karl-Heinz Bottger, a 
former German officer who 
met and,, married my wife's 
sister Gerda while he was 
wor- ia 'Hamburg 'for Sol- 
did .~-awuks  w Sd& 812 
F;cderick Road, North 
Vaneou~, British Col~m- ' ' 

bin, CIoSds V7K 2Y3. 

A growing number of 
professional soldiers, some 
from regiments with which 
he has close connections, 
are using their Army 
expertise to help the Prince 
of Wales with a personal 
development programme 
which has changed the 
lives of thousands of young 
people between the ages of 
16 and 25. 

PRINCE Charles beliepea that the 
British Army produces rhe best lead- 
ers in the world, so soldier3 are mtist- 
ed as teem leaders to undenake en 
80-day secondment which includes 20 
days of nnining and course prepara- 
non. 
The 6mt soldiers recruited to the 

Prince's TNS~ Volunteers 0, 
foundedin 1991,rangedinrankfmm 
corporal m captain. 
mid of those wrkbg for the 

organisation, whose lenders train both 
unemployed people &ing psn an6 in emplqred a doaay netion- ywng 

al programme, is WO2 Roy h a  of 
The StafFordahire R@nent. 

A veteran of the Gulf War and six 
tours of duty in Northern Ireland, 
WO2 Barren, who has 24 year$' ser- 
vice and a mention in despatches to his 
credit, jomed the PTV on prx-release, 
having read about it in a csnt .lark r__ 
reseuiement bulletin. 

"I am interested in 
youth work, so it seemed 
me. almost I jumped tailor-made in, and for L, .  
have never regretted it," 

J 
TG programme h i s  so 
many management qual- 
ines, and any solher - - - - - - 
thmhng of a ciwy sueet 
career m human 
resources management, 
for mstance, could do 

'I 
worse than have a look at 
what PTV offera and see if it is for 
them." 

Sgt Ken Fudge, Roysl Signals, who 
was discharged in Mnrch &er 22 
years' service, and his predecessor as a 
team leader on Teesside, Gordon 
Highlander Lt Lbugie Graham - sec- 
onded at the end of five years' d c e  - 
have also both gained an invaluable 
experience of civilian life. 

It was a culture shock for Lt 
Grahsm m have three team members nemployed, through experience in conmu- t 

depnvation course and night activities. 
It was the 6mt opportunity the 

cadets had had to lead others, and 
there wps a m u d  benefit, with botb 
laming much about leadership tech- 
niques. 

Employers realise that rele168siag 
people for programmes is one of the 
best things they have done in human 
resource management because of the&! 
mployecs' enhanced abilities, while 

unemnloved enter the lob market mth 
who were on probation but it in- 
duced him m an alien and sometimes Soldiers fmm c-d to captain gain 
diilicult environment which has has also helped by presenting four teams of immense satinfaction ftom watching a posi- 
helped him in a psychology course at tive snitude develop under their leadership, 

wirh young people learning to face up to the Newcastle Univmity. 
The aim of the Trust is to build up toughchaUengessethytheArmy. 

the self-esteem and canlidace of Company, devised 24horu programmes 0 Information fwrm T h e  Wnce's T ~ s t  
young people, both employed and Veluntem is adable on.0171- 430 0378. 
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nity work. boosted c&fikence and skills. 
The Royal Military Academy, Sandhnrst, 

Trust volunteers with a challenge set by the 
Rowellan Company. 

Maj David Pointet, RA, OC Rowallan 

includhg field& navigation skills, a senee 
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I E'TTERS 

Romance and 
a rusted-up 
tank officer 

50 years of reading 
CONGRATULATIONS on 
your 50th anniversary edition 
of S&er - a splendid way to 
celebrate the milestone. 

Like others you mention I, 
too, can claim to have read 
every copy published. I joined 
what was then the Boys Bat- 
tery Royal Anillery at Wwl- 
wich in June 1945 and was 
able to get hold of the editions 
published previously. I have 
bought every one since. 

One point in your 50-year 
sport round-up - Keith Miller 
was not a petty officer but a 
pilot, aying night tigilters in 
the RAAF. 
Keep up the good work. I 

look forward to receiving Sd- 
dipt for many more years. - 
Graham Day, Port G h  
gow. 

I AM happy to have been a 
reader of Soidw throughout 
your first 50 m. 

I doubt that there is a Ser- 
vice magazine in the world 
that cnn touch the standard 
that people like me enjoy. 

The old eyes, like the old 
soldier, are getting dim, but I 
hope to'enjop the company of 
your most acellent magazine 
for many y e p  to come. - 
Doanld R Hadlc, North- 
*k, ix?&ire. 

IN THE run-up to its 50th anniversary, Soldier was able to per- 
suade many surviving members of its 1945 staff to share their rec- 
ollections. One who escaped the net was former Lt Charles Smith 
. . . until we received this letter. faxed from Canada: 
I JOINED Soldier around Sep- 
tember 1945. I had just spent 
three years in a prisoner-of-war 
camp in Germany, having been 
captured in the Western 
Desert in 1942 while serving 
with the Royal Tank Regiment. 

Since no one seemed to 
know what to do with rusted- 
up tank officers, I was sent on a 
eort of indefinite leave, during 
which I met M old pal t?om the 
London Eming Standard who 
suggested I might find it a lark 
if I could wangle a transfer to 
the British Army Newspaper 
Unit, then run by Army Wel- 
fare 3, at its London HQ. 

This I did, and a couple of 
months later I was back in Ger- 
many on the Soldier editorial 
team, where my boss in Ham- 
burg was Capt Jack Hallows, a 
former DaCy Mat7 news editor. 
Another writer at the time was 
John Prebble, later ro become 
author of CuUoah, Tke High- 
land Clearam and several 
novels, while a senior w e  
was SSgt  Haig Gudenian, who 
later became my editor atJohn 
Bull magazine. 

After my demob in 1946 I 
was invited to carry on working 
for Soldier as a civilian, 6mt in 
London and then in Hamburg. 

Emest Turner - author of Ems 
Wil Be E q s  and What the 
BuJer Saw - <as the London 
editor and John Grove the 
editor in Hamburg. 
On arriving in Hamburg, I 

was greeted in the editorial 
office by a very beautiful girl 
named Hilde Weber. Bom in 
Danzig, she had worked after 
the war for a German newspa- 
per set up by MilGov in 
Lubeck, which she later left to 
work as an editor and transla- 
tor for the Canadian Army 
newspaper Maple Laf. 

When that folded, she took 
off for Hamburg and a job with 
Soldier. For me, it was love at 
first sight. Three days later I , 

proposed and much against '.' 
her better judgement she final- , I 

ly accepted. 
This family can offer. you 

50th birthday greetings from 
rhne exSo[dier editorial d 
Hilde, myself, and my bruther- 
in-law, Karl-Heinz Bottger, a 
former German officer who 
met and,, married my wife's 
sister Gerda while he was 
wor- ia 'Hamburg 'for Sol- 
did .~-awuks  w Sd& 812 
F;cderick Road, North 
Vaneou~, British Col~m- ' ' 

bin, CIoSds V7K 2Y3. 

A growing number of 
professional soldiers, some 
from regiments with which 
he has close connections, 
are using their Army 
expertise to help the Prince 
of Wales with a personal 
development programme 
which has changed the 
lives of thousands of young 
people between the ages of 
16 and 25. 

PRINCE Charles beliepea that the 
British Army produces rhe best lead- 
ers in the world, so soldier3 are mtist- 
ed as teem leaders to undenake en 
80-day secondment which includes 20 
days of nnining and course prepara- 
non. 
The 6mt soldiers recruited to the 

Prince's TNS~ Volunteers 0, 
foundedin 1991,rangedinrankfmm 
corporal m captain. 
mid of those wrkbg for the 

organisation, whose lenders train both 
unemployed people &ing psn an6 in emplqred a doaay netion- ywng 

al programme, is WO2 Roy h a  of 
The StafFordahire R@nent. 

A veteran of the Gulf War and six 
tours of duty in Northern Ireland, 
WO2 Barren, who has 24 year$' ser- 
vice and a mention in despatches to his 
credit, jomed the PTV on prx-release, 
having read about it in a csnt .lark r__ 
reseuiement bulletin. 

"I am interested in 
youth work, so it seemed 
me. almost I jumped tailor-made in, and for L, .  
have never regretted it," 

J 
TG programme h i s  so 
many management qual- 
ines, and any solher - - - - - - 
thmhng of a ciwy sueet 
career m human 
resources management, 
for mstance, could do 

'I 
worse than have a look at 
what PTV offera and see if it is for 
them." 

Sgt Ken Fudge, Roysl Signals, who 
was discharged in Mnrch &er 22 
years' service, and his predecessor as a 
team leader on Teesside, Gordon 
Highlander Lt Lbugie Graham - sec- 
onded at the end of five years' d c e  - 
have also both gained an invaluable 
experience of civilian life. 

It was a culture shock for Lt 
Grahsm m have three team members nemployed, through experience in conmu- t 

depnvation course and night activities. 
It was the 6mt opportunity the 

cadets had had to lead others, and 
there wps a m u d  benefit, with botb 
laming much about leadership tech- 
niques. 

Employers realise that rele168siag 
people for programmes is one of the 
best things they have done in human 
resource management because of the&! 
mployecs' enhanced abilities, while 

unemnloved enter the lob market mth 
who were on probation but it in- 
duced him m an alien and sometimes Soldiers fmm c-d to captain gain 
diilicult environment which has has also helped by presenting four teams of immense satinfaction ftom watching a posi- 
helped him in a psychology course at tive snitude develop under their leadership, 

wirh young people learning to face up to the Newcastle Univmity. 
The aim of the Trust is to build up toughchaUengessethytheArmy. 

the self-esteem and canlidace of Company, devised 24horu programmes 0 Information fwrm T h e  Wnce's T ~ s t  
young people, both employed and Veluntem is adable on.0171- 430 0378. 

35 

nity work. boosted c&fikence and skills. 
The Royal Military Academy, Sandhnrst, 

Trust volunteers with a challenge set by the 
Rowellan Company. 

Maj David Pointet, RA, OC Rowallan 

includhg field& navigation skills, a senee 



SOLDIER I 
to Soldier 

Gurkhas given 
actor B r i an's 
blessing 
OTHER projects permitting, actor 
and mountaineer Brian Blessed is 
hoping to be in London on May 20 
to run an auction in aid of the 
Gurkha Welfare Trust. 

The auction will be part of the 
fun at a Kukri Bail at Cadogan 
Hall, Duke of York's Headquar- 
ters, Chelsea. In true Gurkha 
style. the evening will be based on 
raksi (drink), bhat (curry) and 
nautch (dancing). About 250 
guests are expected to attend. 

A champagne reception with 
Gurkha pipes and drums will be 
followed by dinner, tombola, raffle 
and magicians. Tickets are 2,500 
rupees (about f35). 

Cover marks 
new command 
LAND Commands birth on April 1 
has been marked by a special 
commemorative cover produced 
by the British Forces Post Office. 

All profits from the sale of the 
limited edition cover, which bears 
the insignia of Land Commands 
principal formations, will go to Ser- 
vice charities. 

Themverbearsthe24pspecial 
edition stamp issued in 1992 to 
commemorate the 40th anniver- 
sary of the Queen's accession. 

Only 2,450 covers have been 
produced, 2,000 "standard" at f2 
each and 450 in a silk finish bear- 
ing VIP signatures. 

Fifly each of the silk edition are 
signed by Defence Secretary Mal- 
colm Rifkind (f15), Armed Forces 
Minister Nicholas Soames ( f t  5), 
and Chief of the General Staff Gen 
Sir Charles Guthrie (f12);lOO by 

Land Commands first C-in-C, 
Gen Sir John Wilsey ( f l0) ;  and 
200 by Lt Gen Sir Michael Rose 
(fto), the Deputy C-in-C. 

Orders should be sent to the 
Philatelic Olficer, HQ Land Com- 
mand, Erskine Barracks, Wilton, 
Salisbury, Wilts SP2 OAG. 
Cheques payable to Central Bank 
HQ Land Command. Please 
include 50p p&p. 

Another commemorative 
cover marks the closure 01 the 
NCOs' Tactical Wing at Brecon. 
which became the infantry Train- 
ing Centre (ITC) Wales on April 1. 

Of the 3,000 covers printed, 50 
have been signed by the Director 
of Infantry, 50 by the Commander 
Infantry Training and 50 by the 
Commandant ITC Wales. 

Signed covers cost f5 and 
unsigned covers U, pius 30p 
postage. Proceedsgotothe Army 
Benevolent Fund and local chari- 
ties and covers may be obtained 
from OC PRI, ITC Wales, Brecon, 
Powys, 181 Brecon mii 2518/26t 8. 

Victory Club 
pays fribute 
IN 1944 the Victory Services Club 
in London was given its present 
name as a tribute to the expected 
outcome of the war. 

During that year an appeal for 
funds was launched from Mansion 
House with the support of the Lord 
Mayor of London, Sir Frank 
Newson Smith. 

The fund-raising enabled the 
club, formed in 1907, to move in 
1948 from small premises in Hoi- 
born to its present site in Seymour 
Street, near Marble Arch. 

Appropriately, the present Lord 
Mayor, Alderman Christopher 
Walford, visited the club on March 
21 when at a luncheon the Victory 
(Services) Association affirmed its 
support to the concept of Tribute 
and Promise, designated by the 
Government for the nation's mm- 
memoration of the 50th anniver- 
sary of the end of the war. 

Ald Walford, who was a Nation- 
al Serviceman in the Royal 
Artillery, subsequently served for 
many years in the Honourable 
Artillery Company. The club, 

You won't get a bet ter  dea l  on a car t h a n  from 
Natocars. New or u s e d  p l u s  part exchange. Buy 

before you go - Dr ive  away w h e n  you arrive. 
CALL YOUR NATOCARS HOTLINE 

'i 

for the 
Royal 
Scots 

mandlng offlcer of the 1st Benallon, The 
Royal Scots, presents a cheque for =,WO 
to Lt Col leln Shepherd of the Army Benevo- 
lent Fund et Redford Barracks, Edinburgh. 
The Royal Scots raised the money by 
organlslng a variety of events, Including a 
sponsored bed-push,an aerobothon andan . , 
l8Dmile run from Edinburgh to Inverness 

: 
. 

whose fine facilities include 
double and single bedroom 
accommodation for300 members, 
is open to all ranks of the Armed 
Forces, serving and retired, and 
their spouses, as well as widows 
of ex-Service personnel. 

Medallions for 
Anzio veterans 
WHEN members of the Italy Star 
Association (ISA) and the Sher- 
wood Foresters Association 
attended events to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the landings at 
Anzio last April they received a 
special honour. 

At an impressive ceremony the 
veterans were presented with a 
commemorative medallion by the 
town mayor on behalf of the citi- 
zens of Anzio and Nettuno. 

Since then. requests have been 
received from veterans and 
widows unable to attend the cere- 
mony but who wish to obtain a 
medallion, 

Through the efforts of an Italy 
Star Association member who 
lives in Rome, the Anzio town 
council has agreed to supply 
medallions to those who took part 
in the campaign at Anzio. at a cost 
of f6.50 each, including postage. 
provided at least 50 are ordered. 

The bronze medallion, suitably 
inscribed in Italian, is for souvenir 
purposes only - it cannot be worn 
as a chest decoration. Any veter- 

an who is qualified and, who 
wishes to buy a medallion .can 
apply to the ISA with particulars.of 
service at Anzio (regiment, b a y -  
ion, etc) with a cheque:payabie to 
the association. Cheques will be 
returned in the event of insufficient 
support. 

Applications should be made to 
G Swain (27 En Queens Royal 
Regt). National Secretary, Italy 
Star&s@ation, 76 Manor Road, 
New Miiton, Hanp EH25 5EN. 

Your poetry 
in print. . . 
THERE is rarely room in Soldierto 
pLblish more than a shon quota- 
tion in verse - but oudding bards 
need not aespair. 

Suzy Gowa.., 01 Peterbor- 
ough's Arrival Press, is collecbng 
verse from members of the Armed 
Forces and tneir families about 
their lives and how servca of their 
codniry affects them. 

Readers are invded to submit 
LP 10 two poems, each no longer 
tnan 30 lines, tor an antnology. 

Tne worn should be sent. wtth 
self.addressed envelope. by May 
31 1995 10 Arrival Press. The 
Armed Services, 1-2 Wainman 
Road, Woodston. Peterborough 
PE2 7EU. 

And tnere's a bonus - Arrival 
Press tell us all tnose who have 
work published will be onered roy- 
ailies. 

. 

,on 68: Pubiiceventactivities, Hyde 

7 Service at Si Paul's Cathedral 
7 or 8: Servlces In Belfast, JUNE celebration, Dunstabie (telO1582 

SEPTEMBER 
2.3: Bewick on Tweed floodld 

Lodge VC's 
headstone 
is restored 
AN HONOUR guard of ten from Q 
(Sanna's Post) Headquarters Bat- 
tery, 5 Regiment, Royal Artillery, 
took part in a service of redediia- 
tion of a restored headstone for 
Gnr lsaac L&ge VC on the 95th , 
anniversary of his gallantry on 
March 31. 

Battery Commander Maj 
Edward Grace had been 
approached by Lt Col Mike Dar- 
mody, general secretary of the 
Royal Artillery Charitable Fund, 
about the bad state 01 disrepair of 
Gnr Lodge's grave in Hendon 
Park Cemetery, London. and the 
battery had taken on the task of 
restoring it as a project. 

At the service The King's Troop 
was represented by two swords- 
men and six trumpeters who 
played the Last Post and Reveille 
as the youngest gunner, Gnr 
Damien Turner, placed a wreath. 
Also present was Maj Gen Tony 
Stone, Regimental Honorary 
Colonel and a former commander 
of Q Battery. 

A reception was held later at St 
John's Wood, where Gnr W e  
joined a service battery' before 
going to lndiawith E Battery, RHA. 

Gnr W e  stuck to his guns 
during an action in the &er War 
despite accurate sniping which 
picked off all other members of his 
section near Eioemfontein. Three 
other VCs were awarded, to Q 
Battery's Maj Edmund Phipps- 
Hornby, Sgl Charles Parker, and 
Driver Horace Glass&. 

Ball will aid 
SSAFA 
VE-DAY events in London indude 
a Victory Ball at the Cafe Royal on 
May 5 for 3,000 younger guests 
and 500 veterans. Pan of the prc- 
ceeds will benefit SSAFA. 

lickets are w8 until April 23, 
when the prim goes up to f40. 
Details from 0171-931 8849. 

2nd Banalion, The l l ~ ~  

mouthehlre REglmem OCA 
(London Group): Annual 
reunion, May 6. at the Plough, 27 
Museum Street, London WCI. 
Details from SJStapieton on 
0181 560 2203. 

ID5 Provost Commnv RMP. BT -- , ~~~~ 
.. ~ 

Ausbl8: Membirs' reunion. B i i -  
ingham. May 20. Details from Bill 
Taylor 01252 548693 or 01252 
524826, 

Royal Scots Dregwn Guards' 
Asnoclatton: Annual reunion at 
the Union Jackclub. London, May 
20. Details from J L Foreman, 
Secretary London Branch, 1134 
Eastern Avenue, Newbury Park, 
Ilford. ESSBX. 

1st The Qwen'l Dragwn 

tlon: Reunion buffet lunch in the 
Victory Services Club, London 
on May 21.. Details from Regi- 
mental Secretary, Home HQ, 
QDG, Maindy Barracks, Cardiff 
CF4 3YE (tel 01222 227611 ext 
8213). 

Harts and Beds Yeomanry: 86th. 
135th. 191st Fd Regts; 79 HAA 
Regt, 148th Fd Regt and 52nd Hy 
Regt; post-war Hem/Beds Ye0 
units. Annual nmeting and reunion 
at TA Centre, Marsh Road, Luton, 
June 3. Enquiries to Hon Sec R J 
Currell, 28 St Margaret's Close, 
Old Fletton, Peterborough PE2 
9EA. 

Guards RegimMtll A M d &  

of 2nd Battalion, The Queen's 
Regiment are to M a i d  up in Can- 
terbury Cathedral on June 1. A 
reception and luncheon will follow 
the service. All former Queens- 
men welcome. Details and tickets 
from the Secretary on 01227 
818054. 

Motor cycle despatch rlden: 
Reunion on June 17-18 to coin- 
cide with South Devon Railway 
Trust 'Railway at War" weekend, 
Euckfastieigh. Details from W A 
Wriaht. 31 Hillcron Crescent. 
ox& watford WDI 4PE (tei 
01923 22929962). 

Prince Ruper( Schwl, WII- 
helmshaven 1047-72: The Wii- 
helmshaven Association is 
planning a reunion in June for ex- 
pupils and staff. Details and 
newsletter from Mrs Hilary 
Seabom, 37 Daking Avenue, Eox- 
ford, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 5QA 
(telOt787210177). 

El Adam Redio Service 
(TEARS): Third reunion planned 
for June. Presenters. controllers. 
librarians, technicians and listen: 
ers sought. Contact John Moir on 
01705 595489. 

SWfordshlre Regiment: Annual 
reunion combined with celebra- 
tion of 5Mh anniversary of VJ Day, 
August 19, Lichfield City and Whit- 
tinglon Barracks, Lichfield, Details 
from RHQ. The Staffordshire Reg~ 

field, Staffs WS14 9PY (enclose 
sae please). 

40th Reglment Royal Artlllery: 
Lowland Gunners regimental 
reunion, August 26-28 in Edin- 
burgh. All past and present mem- 
bers welcome. Details from WO2 
( E M )  K G Doyle, Tac a s ,  40th 
Regiment RA, Girdwwd Roule- 
ment Battalion, BFPO 806 (tel 
01 232 429507). 

RE- Darland Boys' Association 
1939-41: 15th reunion at King 
Charles Hotel, Gillingham. Sep- 
tember 8. Details from Jim Win- 
chester. 8 Durham Road, Luton 
LU2 ORE (tal 01582 27569). 

lMBattallon,The Wesaex Regl- 
memt (Rlfle V o l u n t ~ ) :  
Farewell parade before amalga- 
mation on September 17 in 
Devizes. Final officers' dinner, 
September 30. Final WOs' and 
Sgs* dinner, September 2. All 
former members of messes and 
regiment wehme. Details from 
Chief Clerk, 1 Wessex, Le 
Marchant Bamcks, Devizes, 
Wilts SNIO 2ER (tel 01380 
723145). 

W o n  Hlghlanden London 
Aeeoclation: Reunion dinner in 
London on November 17. Details 
from M H Eurge, 19 Earricane, 
Woking GU21 1 RE. London Asso- 
ciation covers all of southern Eng- 
land 

Senior a p p o l n m t a  - Maj Gen 
S Cowan to be Inspector General 
of Doctrine and Training in the 
rank of lieutenant general from 
March 20 in succession to Lt Gen 
Sir Peter Duffeil. 

Maj Gen R J Hayman-Joyce to 
be Master General of the Ord- 
nanca in the rank of lieutenant 
general from April 28 in succes- 
sion to Gen Sir Jeremy Blacker. 

Maj Gen M I E Scon to be Mili- 
IarySecretaryfmm April 13insuc- 
cession to Maj Gen R J 

Maj Gen J M F C Hall to be - To HQ UKLF, March 27; R N 
GOC Scotland from April 12 in Kendeil, RTR - To be CO 4 5  
succession to Maj Gen M I E Rangers March 29; J W Lanham, 
scott. AGC(PR0) - To RMP UKLF, 

Maj Gen A I G Kennedy to be March 27; P Morgan, REME - To 
Senior Army Member Royal Cot- EL0 Germany, March 27; S F 
lege of Defence Studies from April Sibley, RAVC - To MOD April 1. 
21 in succession to Maj Gen D P 
Thompson. RmREYENTS 

Colonele - C R Langton - To Colonele - A J Dobson. late Int 
HQ LONDIST. April 1 ; M E Romilly Corps. March 30; P A Goddard. 
- To CEDE, March 29; A E late LI, March 31; W E  Ibbetson, 
Thompson - To 1 M e d  Ede HQ & late OH, March 31 ; J L Longman, 

late RTR, March 31 ; B G G Nichd- Sig Sqn, April 1. . . - . . . . -. 

I More Briefings on Page 39 
37 



REVIEWS - 
Small-screen 
documentaries 

This Rat’s 
tale is 

SIX  hour-long “Victory” 
videos released by  British 
Path6 News have joined the 
fast-growing Library of titles in 
t h i s  medium marking the 50th 
anniversary o f  VE-Day and 
documenting the Second 
World War in general. 

The f i r s t  three in the Pathe 
series, entitled Soldier, Sailor 
and Airman, tell the story o f  
ordinary Servicemen in their 
own words, with narration by  
Michael Elphick. 

Soldier follows “the great 
British Tommy” fmm the 
trenches o f  France to the 
deserts of North Africa and 
traces h i s  progress from call-up 
through to  h i s  f i r s t  taste of 
active service and o n  to  the joys 
of demobilisation. 

The second group o f  three 
tides, narrated by  Willie Rush- 
ton, focuses o n  Home Front 
memories, dealing with The 
Blitz Years, The Long Years 
and The Victory Years. 

Each is priced at L12.99, or 
in two boxed sets of rhree at 
634.99 each. 

Six historical documentaries 
fmm Polygram Video to mark 
the VE-Day anniversary cover 
the battles o f  France, Britain, 
Midway, Stal inpd, Nor-  
mandy and Berlin. 

Their archive film includes 
rare colour footage and is 
enhanced by  “3-D” graphics. 
Each two-hour tape costs 
L12.99. 

From DD Video comes 
Britain’s Victory in Europe, 
which again uses rare colour 
footage as well as black-and- 
white film as it charts the 
progress o f  the AUies across the 
Rhine and into the heart o f  
Germany. 

This 65-minute tape, which 
also records victory celebra- 
nons at home, is priced at 
L12.99 or is available direct 
(plus E1 postage) from DD 
Video, 5 Churchill Court, 58 
Station Road, N Harrow, 
MiAA” H A 2  7SA. 

same company is also 
n ig two long unavailable 

VIDEOS I 
feature films from the war 
years. 
Now It Can Be Told fea- 

Nres wartime heroes of the 
resistance and Special Opera- 
tions Executive, including 
Capt Harry Roe and Jacque- 
line Nearne, showing how they 
were trained and recreating 
their hazardous missions o n  D- 
Day. 

Journey Together, a bril- 
liant documentary-drama with 
a very young Richard Atten- 
borough alongside Edward G 
Robinson, describes the ardu- 

bombers and navigators. 
Both are available at 612.99 

or direct from DD Video (see 
above). 

ous training o f  RAF pilofs, 

Other recent video releases 
include: 
South Africa’s Fighting Forces. 
Review of the major campaigns 
and battles from Isandlwana. 
Rorke’s Drift, Ladysmith, the 
Somme, Tobruk and Korea to the 
bush wars of recent years. Takes 
a look at the country’s special 
forces. DD Video. 53 min. colour 
and hrw, ft2.99 or (with El 
postage added) direct from DD 
Video (address in column 1). 

Rlumph Over the WIII. Leni 
Riefenstahl’s famous film record 
of the 1934 Nuremburg Rally, 
banned for 50 years, plus recent- 
ly-rediscovered Day of Freedom 
showing Germany’s pre-war mlli- 
tary might. DD Video, 127 min, b/w. 

The Bame of the Bulge. rare 
footage helps tell story of this c w  
cial episode of the Second World 
War. DD Video. 55 min, Colour 
and hrw. 

FOR old soldiers there will be 
a distinct feeling of &a vu in 
the introducrion to My Mm’ng 
Tent - Diary oja Desen Rat. 

I t  will not he illusory, either, 
as many wartime soldiers will 
recognise A A Nicol’s descrip- 
t ion of h i s  call-up in 1939 and 
his induction t~ the Army. 

For them, his words will pro- 
vide an ins tan t  flash-back. 

This  hook i s  an impression 
ofwhat conditions were like for 
the average soldier in Nor th  
Africa and other theatres - 
rough and tough. 

There was sadness when 
comrades became casualties 
hut there were laughs, too. 

As M r  Nicol’s story of sol- 
diering throughout the war 
unfolds, so it improves. 

H i s  account was compiled 
from his wartime diaries as he  
moved around the world. 

It i s  interesting and read- 
able. - JM 

My Moving Tent by A A Nicol. 
Pentland Press. fl9.50. 

SOBERING STORIES 
OF GALLIPOLI VCs 
EIGHTY years ago, Gallipoli, 
the Turkish peninsula o n  the 
western shore of the Dard- 
anelles, was the scene of a 
massive blunder which cost 
thousands o f  lives. 

As First Lord o f  the Admi- 
ralty, Winston Churchill’s a im 
in sponsoring a naval action 
followed by  a full-scale inva- 
siononApril25, 1915, wasto 
knock the Turks out of the 
First World War. 

As we know only too well, 
the plan failed and by  January, 
1916, when the last man was 
evacuated from the peninsula, 
Allied casualties totalled 
205,000, o f  whom 43,000 
died. 

Of the 410,000 Brit ish 
Empire troops who took pan, 
39 were awarded the VC. 
Their stories are told by 
Stephen Snelling inVCs ojthe 
Firsr Mrld War - Gdlipli. 

Some stayed in the Forces 

and achieved promotion, 
while othen, like many 1914- 
18 heroes, died young from 
their wounds or faded into 
obscurity. 

The  chapter about 1st h- 
cashire Fusiliers, six o f  whom 
won their VCs “before break- 
fast” on invasion day, s tands 

The banalion stormed the 
heavily-defended beach at 
Cape Helles with little chance 
of success and within less than 
24 hours could muster only 
16 officers and 304 men out 
o f  a total of 1,029. 

This slaughter o n  a grand 
scale was to  he  repeated many 
times with other units. 

Eighty years on, it is difficult 
to  imagine what the VCs 
thought and felt at the time. 

Or is it? The author took 
four years to research their 
stories and his vividly detailed 
and well illustrated accounts 

out. 

make com&sive if sobering 
reading. 

H e  also he& to put the 
events o f  April, 1916 into 
strangely ironic perspective. 

As he writes in h i s  introduc- 
tion: “To the majority of the 
39 VC winners, the acts o f  
valour performed on the bat- 
tlefields o f  the Gallipoli 
Peninsula or in the waters of 
the Dardanelles marked the 
zenith of their military careers 
and, for some, their whole 
lives. 

“Their experience was 
probably hest summed up by  
Leonard Keysor, the London- 
born Australian bomb-thmw- 
er of Lone Pine fame, who 
once confessed ‘The war was 
the only adventure I ever 
had’.” 
VCs of the Flrst World War - 
Galllpoll by Stephen Snelling. 
Alan Sufton Publishing, hard- 
back, €17.99. 

I ARE YOU. 9 COMPETITION 609 

Finch canoon archives. Find ten dif- 
ferences in detail and you could be 
L50 richer or win  a new book. Circle 
t h e  differences in the right-hand 
picture, cut out the whole panel, 
add your name and address and send 
to  HOAY 609, Soldier, Ordnance 
Road, Aldershot G u l l  2DU by  
May 5. Do nor include anything else 

can be submitted but photocopies 
cannot be accepted. The first correct 
entries drawn wil l  be the winners. No 
correspondence of any kind can be 
entered into. 

The names o f  t h e  winner of the 
L50 f i r s t  prize and two runners-up 
wil l  be announced in the May 29 
issue. 

I EFINGS 

News sought of Sgt Frederick H 
Lovell RA, from Sunderland. sta- 
tioned in Brussels in 1944. Replies 
to N Bicknell. 9 Loring Road, 
Sharnbrook, Bedford MK44 1 JT 
(telO1234781711). 

D Swan would like to hear news of 
Sgt T 8 (Benle) John, Coldm 
Gds. with whom he served at RAC 
OCTU Sandhurst in 1944 Replies 
to 101 Penallta Road, Ystrad 
Mynach. Hengoed, Mid Glamor- 
gan CF8 7GN (le1 01443 815439). 

Research student researching 
period of National Service wishes 
to interview anyone in Essex area 
who served in Armed Forces 
1945-63 as a National Service- 
man or Regular. Of particularly 
interest are those who saw active 
service in Malaya, Korea and 
Cvorus. Contact S J Martin d o  
Dgpartment of History, University 
of Wales, Lampeter, Dyfed. Wales 
SA48 7ED. 

James Blackstock wishes to trace 
his stepbrother. Anthony Bennitt. 
with whom he has lost touch since 
Tony was posted fromn Teiford to 
Germany. Replies to 27 Lime 
Grove, Ryion, Tyne and Wear 
NE40 3RH. 

Dirk Aerts of De Mosten 21. 9255 

hear from anyone who has news 
of Hugh Bell (REME or RAOC). 
believed to be from Ireland. who 
was stationed in Buggenhout 
1944-45 

Colin Gifford seeks ex-Devon and 
Dorsets with whom he served in 
1972-81, especially Band C Coys 
and MT Platoon. and Mike 
(Nobby) Clarke, Ernie Chapple 
and Kevin and Lyn Rickson 
(Turner). Replies to him at 19 
Tramways, Plainmoor, Torquay. 
Devon To1 4RZ. 

Elderly lady living in Flushing, 
Netherlands. seeks newsof Gnr H 
Bamforth and Gnr H Hill (both 
serving with 394 LAA Battery, 
120th Regt RA) who billeted there 
in 1944-45 and visited her and her 
family frequently. Gnr Bamlorth 
came from Huddersfield, Gnr Hill 
from Wolverhampton. Replies to J 
Tuyman, Oude Vlissingseweg 47, 
4336 AB Middelburg, Nederland. 

Military historian seeks written or Doctoral student (ex-Regular sought Of lives and careers of pay- 
verbal accounts from soldiers who RAMCRA RAPC) researching early masters, paymaster clerks and 
were present at the Battle of Wadi- military garrison New South schoolmaster sergeants. Replies to 
Aharit, April 6,1943. Replies to B S Wales, Australia (1792-1825). Reg- John Black, Associate Lecturer. 
Barnes, 3 Mansfield Court, Newland m a n t  involved were NSW Coros Bristol Business School, Universitv __ ~ 

Park, Hull. N Humberside HU5 2DF (102nd Regt). 1173rd Regt. 46th 
Regt, 48th Regt. In particular, details 

of the West of England, Frenchai 
Campus, Bristol BS16 1QY. 

39 iuggenhout, Belgium. wishes 



REVIEWS - 
Small-screen 
documentaries 

This Rat’s 
tale is 

SIX  hour-long “Victory” 
videos released by  British 
Path6 News have joined the 
fast-growing Library of titles in 
t h i s  medium marking the 50th 
anniversary o f  VE-Day and 
documenting the Second 
World War in general. 

The f i r s t  three in the Pathe 
series, entitled Soldier, Sailor 
and Airman, tell the story o f  
ordinary Servicemen in their 
own words, with narration by  
Michael Elphick. 

Soldier follows “the great 
British Tommy” fmm the 
trenches o f  France to the 
deserts of North Africa and 
traces h i s  progress from call-up 
through to  h i s  f i r s t  taste of 
active service and o n  to  the joys 
of demobilisation. 

The second group o f  three 
tides, narrated by  Willie Rush- 
ton, focuses o n  Home Front 
memories, dealing with The 
Blitz Years, The Long Years 
and The Victory Years. 

Each is priced at L12.99, or 
in two boxed sets of rhree at 
634.99 each. 

Six historical documentaries 
fmm Polygram Video to mark 
the VE-Day anniversary cover 
the battles o f  France, Britain, 
Midway, Stal inpd, Nor-  
mandy and Berlin. 

Their archive film includes 
rare colour footage and is 
enhanced by  “3-D” graphics. 
Each two-hour tape costs 
L12.99. 

From DD Video comes 
Britain’s Victory in Europe, 
which again uses rare colour 
footage as well as black-and- 
white film as it charts the 
progress o f  the AUies across the 
Rhine and into the heart o f  
Germany. 

This 65-minute tape, which 
also records victory celebra- 
nons at home, is priced at 
L12.99 or is available direct 
(plus E1 postage) from DD 
Video, 5 Churchill Court, 58 
Station Road, N Harrow, 
MiAA” H A 2  7SA. 

same company is also 
n ig two long unavailable 

VIDEOS I 
feature films from the war 
years. 
Now It Can Be Told fea- 

Nres wartime heroes of the 
resistance and Special Opera- 
tions Executive, including 
Capt Harry Roe and Jacque- 
line Nearne, showing how they 
were trained and recreating 
their hazardous missions o n  D- 
Day. 

Journey Together, a bril- 
liant documentary-drama with 
a very young Richard Atten- 
borough alongside Edward G 
Robinson, describes the ardu- 

bombers and navigators. 
Both are available at 612.99 

or direct from DD Video (see 
above). 

ous training o f  RAF pilofs, 

Other recent video releases 
include: 
South Africa’s Fighting Forces. 
Review of the major campaigns 
and battles from Isandlwana. 
Rorke’s Drift, Ladysmith, the 
Somme, Tobruk and Korea to the 
bush wars of recent years. Takes 
a look at the country’s special 
forces. DD Video. 53 min. colour 
and hrw, ft2.99 or (with El 
postage added) direct from DD 
Video (address in column 1). 

Rlumph Over the WIII. Leni 
Riefenstahl’s famous film record 
of the 1934 Nuremburg Rally, 
banned for 50 years, plus recent- 
ly-rediscovered Day of Freedom 
showing Germany’s pre-war mlli- 
tary might. DD Video, 127 min, b/w. 

The Bame of the Bulge. rare 
footage helps tell story of this c w  
cial episode of the Second World 
War. DD Video. 55 min, Colour 
and hrw. 

FOR old soldiers there will be 
a distinct feeling of &a vu in 
the introducrion to My Mm’ng 
Tent - Diary oja Desen Rat. 

I t  will not he illusory, either, 
as many wartime soldiers will 
recognise A A Nicol’s descrip- 
t ion of h i s  call-up in 1939 and 
his induction t~ the Army. 

For them, his words will pro- 
vide an ins tan t  flash-back. 

This  hook i s  an impression 
ofwhat conditions were like for 
the average soldier in Nor th  
Africa and other theatres - 
rough and tough. 

There was sadness when 
comrades became casualties 
hut there were laughs, too. 

As M r  Nicol’s story of sol- 
diering throughout the war 
unfolds, so it improves. 

H i s  account was compiled 
from his wartime diaries as he  
moved around the world. 

It i s  interesting and read- 
able. - JM 

My Moving Tent by A A Nicol. 
Pentland Press. fl9.50. 

SOBERING STORIES 
OF GALLIPOLI VCs 
EIGHTY years ago, Gallipoli, 
the Turkish peninsula o n  the 
western shore of the Dard- 
anelles, was the scene of a 
massive blunder which cost 
thousands o f  lives. 

As First Lord o f  the Admi- 
ralty, Winston Churchill’s a im 
in sponsoring a naval action 
followed by  a full-scale inva- 
siononApril25, 1915, wasto 
knock the Turks out of the 
First World War. 

As we know only too well, 
the plan failed and by  January, 
1916, when the last man was 
evacuated from the peninsula, 
Allied casualties totalled 
205,000, o f  whom 43,000 
died. 

Of the 410,000 Brit ish 
Empire troops who took pan, 
39 were awarded the VC. 
Their stories are told by 
Stephen Snelling inVCs ojthe 
Firsr Mrld War - Gdlipli. 

Some stayed in the Forces 

and achieved promotion, 
while othen, like many 1914- 
18 heroes, died young from 
their wounds or faded into 
obscurity. 

The  chapter about 1st h- 
cashire Fusiliers, six o f  whom 
won their VCs “before break- 
fast” on invasion day, s tands 

The banalion stormed the 
heavily-defended beach at 
Cape Helles with little chance 
of success and within less than 
24 hours could muster only 
16 officers and 304 men out 
o f  a total of 1,029. 

This slaughter o n  a grand 
scale was to  he  repeated many 
times with other units. 

Eighty years on, it is difficult 
to  imagine what the VCs 
thought and felt at the time. 

Or is it? The author took 
four years to research their 
stories and his vividly detailed 
and well illustrated accounts 

out. 

make com&sive if sobering 
reading. 

H e  also he& to put the 
events o f  April, 1916 into 
strangely ironic perspective. 

As he writes in h i s  introduc- 
tion: “To the majority of the 
39 VC winners, the acts o f  
valour performed on the bat- 
tlefields o f  the Gallipoli 
Peninsula or in the waters of 
the Dardanelles marked the 
zenith of their military careers 
and, for some, their whole 
lives. 

“Their experience was 
probably hest summed up by  
Leonard Keysor, the London- 
born Australian bomb-thmw- 
er of Lone Pine fame, who 
once confessed ‘The war was 
the only adventure I ever 
had’.” 
VCs of the Flrst World War - 
Galllpoll by Stephen Snelling. 
Alan Sufton Publishing, hard- 
back, €17.99. 

I ARE YOU. 9 COMPETITION 609 

Finch canoon archives. Find ten dif- 
ferences in detail and you could be 
L50 richer or win  a new book. Circle 
t h e  differences in the right-hand 
picture, cut out the whole panel, 
add your name and address and send 
to  HOAY 609, Soldier, Ordnance 
Road, Aldershot G u l l  2DU by  
May 5. Do nor include anything else 

can be submitted but photocopies 
cannot be accepted. The first correct 
entries drawn wil l  be the winners. No 
correspondence of any kind can be 
entered into. 

The names o f  t h e  winner of the 
L50 f i r s t  prize and two runners-up 
wil l  be announced in the May 29 
issue. 

I EFINGS 

News sought of Sgt Frederick H 
Lovell RA, from Sunderland. sta- 
tioned in Brussels in 1944. Replies 
to N Bicknell. 9 Loring Road, 
Sharnbrook, Bedford MK44 1 JT 
(telO1234781711). 

D Swan would like to hear news of 
Sgt T 8 (Benle) John, Coldm 
Gds. with whom he served at RAC 
OCTU Sandhurst in 1944 Replies 
to 101 Penallta Road, Ystrad 
Mynach. Hengoed, Mid Glamor- 
gan CF8 7GN (le1 01443 815439). 

Research student researching 
period of National Service wishes 
to interview anyone in Essex area 
who served in Armed Forces 
1945-63 as a National Service- 
man or Regular. Of particularly 
interest are those who saw active 
service in Malaya, Korea and 
Cvorus. Contact S J Martin d o  
Dgpartment of History, University 
of Wales, Lampeter, Dyfed. Wales 
SA48 7ED. 

James Blackstock wishes to trace 
his stepbrother. Anthony Bennitt. 
with whom he has lost touch since 
Tony was posted fromn Teiford to 
Germany. Replies to 27 Lime 
Grove, Ryion, Tyne and Wear 
NE40 3RH. 

Dirk Aerts of De Mosten 21. 9255 

hear from anyone who has news 
of Hugh Bell (REME or RAOC). 
believed to be from Ireland. who 
was stationed in Buggenhout 
1944-45 

Colin Gifford seeks ex-Devon and 
Dorsets with whom he served in 
1972-81, especially Band C Coys 
and MT Platoon. and Mike 
(Nobby) Clarke, Ernie Chapple 
and Kevin and Lyn Rickson 
(Turner). Replies to him at 19 
Tramways, Plainmoor, Torquay. 
Devon To1 4RZ. 

Elderly lady living in Flushing, 
Netherlands. seeks newsof Gnr H 
Bamforth and Gnr H Hill (both 
serving with 394 LAA Battery, 
120th Regt RA) who billeted there 
in 1944-45 and visited her and her 
family frequently. Gnr Bamlorth 
came from Huddersfield, Gnr Hill 
from Wolverhampton. Replies to J 
Tuyman, Oude Vlissingseweg 47, 
4336 AB Middelburg, Nederland. 

Military historian seeks written or Doctoral student (ex-Regular sought Of lives and careers of pay- 
verbal accounts from soldiers who RAMCRA RAPC) researching early masters, paymaster clerks and 
were present at the Battle of Wadi- military garrison New South schoolmaster sergeants. Replies to 
Aharit, April 6,1943. Replies to B S Wales, Australia (1792-1825). Reg- John Black, Associate Lecturer. 
Barnes, 3 Mansfield Court, Newland m a n t  involved were NSW Coros Bristol Business School, Universitv __ ~ 

Park, Hull. N Humberside HU5 2DF (102nd Regt). 1173rd Regt. 46th 
Regt, 48th Regt. In particular, details 

of the West of England, Frenchai 
Campus, Bristol BS16 1QY. 

39 iuggenhout, Belgium. wishes 
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* RUGBY SHIRTS * SWEATERS 
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CIVIL &MILITARY BESPOKE UNIFORM TAILORS. 

SHIRT 1 
LADIES & GENTS 1 

MESS DRESS I U.K. MADE O L I W  
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STOCK DESIGN!' 
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informarion pack from rhe U.K's 
leading supplier to H.M. Forces 1 
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Qm Sir Peter de le BiiIUre sprays Champagne over hlmself and the 
Ught infantry’s new Sadler 34 yacht at Whale island, Portsmouth 
while naming the vessel. The Llghf InianW, bought jolntly by the 
Llght infantry and the infantry Sailing Association, is Ideally sultad 
(rr adventurous training, cruising a d  imhoCs racing. it was built by 
Omvman Yachts of Southampton. 

Regulars 
+oo I strong 

- 

I ‘or .errier 
CPL Kenny Butler (BAD Sigs Kw Conlon and Charlie opposition, as did Capt Fiona 

smngly into team medal posi- had her best run of the season 
tions alongside Cpl Paul Goble to finish ninth. 
(42 Svy Fhgr Gp) and North- ‘ But the depleted women’s 
ern Ireland-based LCpl Mark and junior squads missed out 
McLean (25 Engr Rea). on team medals, although Pte 

Sgt Bill Bailey led the Rep- Nigel Bamford (23 PFA) beat 
lar veterans to victory over the two of the strong Welsh junior 

--‘neton) sacrificed an oppor- Ellis (all from 2 Sig het) ran Gordon (27 ~ e g t  RLC), who Pete I eads 
lity to run for his club in the 

....Lional cross country champi- 
onships to represent the Regu- 
lar Army against the Territorial 
Army and Wales in a triangular 
match at Mill Hill, London. 

In finishing third, Kenny was 
the first Army runner to cmss TA. New faces WO1 PaulKur- team. BRlTISH M40. orienteering 
the line and ahead of the whole jeza (23 PFA) and Capt Cpl Alan Shepherd (23 champion Capt Pete 
Welsh team. He was closely Fryer (ACO Deepcut) ) won the Fleet half Blomquist, Cpl Jock McIvor 

(ATR Bassingbourn) and 
WO2 Geoff Wade (3 RHA). 

Army sqqad strength mani- 
fested itself in a flood of red 
vests as the Regulars comfort- 
ably took the senior men’s tional Angela Tooby-Smith. m e  with 11 control 
match. Col Lee Boston and 6hr I7min to finish 

Germany 
wal kabo,ut 

1 followed by Cpl Paddy Cairns earned medals with fine 

in which SSgt Melanie Bradley 
(HQ 3 Dental Gp) finished 
second to former GB interna- 

Bradley saw off some auality 

‘s Royal Hussars were 
and 35 Engr Regt 

ne of the 36 teams 

country championships run on 
a bitterly cold day at Hohne. 

The women’s race was won 
by 2 Annd Fd Amb whose 

2 rhree scoring runners finished 
2 in the top six. BMH Rinteh, 

+he only AMS static unit entry, 
s ok the Talbot Memorial 

Paddy Cpims irs minutes ahead 

12 Months Cover 

0 Available to Members of 
HM Forces and the TAVR 

0 Saving you up to f 33 
0 Ongoing discounts 
0 Choice of services to suit your needs 

To join or for furlher information, d i  the RAC Free on: 

158 1077 
Please quote r& GE 0098 when you phone. 
8om-6pm Monday-Friday: 9am-5pm Saturday. 

If you are a Current RAC Member ring: 

0345331133 
( L O ~  rote) 

Please quote code GE 0008 when you phone. 
8am-8pm Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm Saturday 
and mke a h n m g e  of discounts at nex? renewal. 
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Eventual winner Country Member (No l l) ,  ridden by Maj Oliver Ellwood 
LD, in the lead in The Horse and Hound Grand Military Gold Cup at 
Sandown Park on March 10. Buckboard Bounce, ridden by Capt Adam 
Ogden LG, finished second in the three-mile steeplechase. Inset: 
Before the race the runners and riders were led out by Cpl Mike 
Thompson and Tpr Dean Gibbs, both RSDG. Their mounts were 
Trooper, provided by the Blw and Royds, and Robecu (Life Guwds). I 




