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FRONT COVER: Red Devils
Pte Finbar Molloy (left) and Cpl
Dave Mitchell of The Parachute
Regiment pictured at Alder-
shot before flying to Moscow
before attempting a 12,000ft
parachute jump onto the North
Pole. Air temperature when
they leave a Russian 1I-76 air-
craft is expected to be minus
60 C. A Russian helicopter will
stand by to recover them from
the Pole. (Picture: Mike Perring)

Sappers rescue Croat general

BRITISH sappers based near Tomislavgrad res-
cued the 76-year-old commander of the Croatian
army and 20 of his soldiers from 10ft snowdrifts in a
howling blizzard on March 30.

At least five Croats had frozen to death by the
time the British soldiers, from 28 and 35 Engineer
Regiments, reached the military convoy stranded
on a mountain section of Route Triangle. The 11-
vehicle convoy was discovered eight hours after a
half-frozen Croat soldier stumbled into a British UN
camp to ask for help. Gen Janko Bobetko was still
alive when the sappers broke through huge snow-

N

drifts. At least ten other Croat soldiers were missing
presumed dead.

The snowplough rescue team also dug out a bus
containing 50 civilians. The general's convoy,
returning from a visit to central Bosnia, took the
mountain road after it had been closed by British
engineers in charge of maintaining it.

Lt Col Barry Hawgood, a British Forces
spokesman in Bosnia, said two 12-man teams had
been involved in the rescue. Several vehicles were
towed to Camp Redoubt, where the survivors were

fed and given medical care.

WO2 Mark New with Chantress, the chocolate Labrador puppy he has named after the Angola operation

Mission Angola

gets green light

BRITISH expertise in logistic
support is again providing the
essential base for a United
Nations humanitarian mission
— this time in Angola.

A force of 625 soldiers based
on 9 Supply Regiment at
Hullavington is due to leave for
Operation Chantress during
April, and BRITLOGBAT is
expected to be declared opera-
tional at the end of the month
for a 90-day deployment.

The situation at the begin-
ning of April was still tense fol-
lowing a cease-fire between the
Marxist Popular Liberation
Front of Angola (MPLA) gov-
ernment and the National
Front for the Total Liberation
of Angola (UNITA).

British forces, with a wealth
of international credibility,
may well prove the catalyst for
defusing tension by deploying
in blue berets. They will pro-
vide the infrastructure to allow
the vehicles and equipment of
six infantry battalions and a

field hospital from other coun-
tries to deploy in theatre.

The force is commanded by
Lt Col Harry O’Hare, CO 9
Supply Regt, and already has
in situ Capt Lyanne Maclean,
its local resources commander.

Op Chantress will be the
third UN Angola Verification
Mission (UNAVEM III). Pre-
vious missions supervised the
withdrawal of Cuban and
South African troops, and the
1992 elections. The current
mandate is to supervise the

reconciliation of factions, dis-
bandment of guerrilla forces,
and collecion of heavy
weapons.

Troops will be protected by
70 Welsh Guardsmen.

The Marxist government is
said to be pleased at contacts
made by the Educational and
Training Services of the Adju-
tant General’s Corps to pro-
vide appropriate  briefing
material for the soldiers before
the Op Chantress deployment.

® See also Pages 13-17.

ROUTINE Army patrols in west
Belfast have been halted follow-
ing a decision by the Royal Ulster
Constabulary that military cover
for police patrolling was no longer
required.

This follows a progressive
reduction since the IRA cease-
fire which has already seen Army
mobile and foot patrols with-
drawn from the city centre and

Army patrols in Belfast halted

east Belfast. An Army presence
will continue in all current Belfast
Security Force bases for as long
as required. Unit administrative
and resupply journeys will contin-
ue, and bomb disposal teams
may be called out.

The last routine patrol was car-
ried out by soldiers from 1st Bat-
talion, The Parachute Regiment
and attached Royal Marines.

Picture: Mike Perring
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As he closed the door behind him
and stepped into the street, the bomb
exploded. We collected him after his
discharge from hospital.

A bomb can do a lot of damage in
a narrow Belfast street where danger
was a way of life for over 25 years. -

We now look after him in our - z
residential home. He will never leave it because of his fear of the outside.

His brain connects the outside with pain, terror and danger. He can now only
look at the outside world from the safety of four walls.

The Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society has nearly 4,000 ex-Service men
and women to look after and there are more still on the waiting list.

Please do help. We have need of every penny urgently.

They tried to give more than they could.
Please give as much as you can.

To protect those concered. thisis an amalgam of several such case histories of patients in our care

COMBAT
. STRESS ;

I [ Please find enclosed my donation for £50/€20/£10/£5/

" EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY
ay, Wimbledon SW19 1RL. Teleph

0181-5436333

Dept.S , Broadway House, The B
[ Please send me details of Payroll Giving Reg. CharityNo 206002 I
Name/Rank/Number ; |
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—NEWSLINE

Exercise Martial Merlin is infantry swansong for 8 LI

BRITAIN’s largest military
skills competition for TA sol-
diers took place at Catterick.
Exercise Martial Merlin was
organised by 15 (North East)
Brigade, the largest TA brigade
in the country. It was the final

Gunners
jump
with
Czechs

COMMANDO gunners have
become the first Western
troops to parachute on to
Czech soil for 50 years.

The exercise, codenamed
LIPNO 95, is one of a number
taking place under the Partner-
ship for Peace programme and
involved troops from the
Czech 4th Rapid Reaction
Brigade and the Royal Marines
of 3 Commando Brigade.

Gunners from 29 Comman-
do Regiment, Royal Artillery
trained alongside Czech air-
borne troops in a package
which included weapon train-
ing and parachuting, as well as
preparation for joint missions
such as peace-keeping.

Defence Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind flew to Prague to visit
the exercise. It was the first
time British and Czech forces

infantry act for the 8th Battal-
ion, The Light Infantry before
re-roling as a reconnaissance
unit. The event was won by X
Coy, 6 RRF who beat off a
strong challenge from Newcas-
tle UOTC and Z Coy, 6 RRFE.

The Other Arms Trophy was
won by 64 Sig Sqn. Military
skills and march and shoot sec-
tions were won by Sheffield
UOTC and 17 Coy, 4 Para. A
navigation prize went to New-
castle UOTC and Leeds

The Chief visits SOLDIER exhibition

soldier

Field Marshal Sir Peter Inge, Chief of the Defence Staff, toured the Soldier 1945-1995 exhibition when he

UOTC had the best female
team. Taking part were 4 Para,
7 and 8 LI, 3 DWR, 4/5 Green
Howards, 6 RRF, Sheffield,
Leeds and Newcastle UOTCs,
38 Sig Regt, QOY and 150 (Y)
Tpt Regt.

‘_

visited the National Army Museum in Chelsea on March 24. Here, the magazine’s picture editor, Terry
Champion, who helped organise the visual displays, guides him past a selection of pin-ups from the
back pages of the first 20 years. The exhibition continues throughout the summer, with free admission

@ Half acenturyon. .

have trained together since the
Second World War.

The gunners jumped from
Mil7 HIP helicopters using
Czech  parachutes, while
Czech soldiers dropped from

gl

A Royal Artillery bombardier is put through his parachute drills

before jumping from an Mi17 helicopter

. a message from Montgomery. See Pages 26-27

RAF Hercules using British
PX4 parachutes. The British
soldiers were accompanied by
RAF parachute jump instruc-
tors Flt Lts Chris Heathershaw
and Rob George.

Cpl Mick Burke had a
narrow escape when the Czech
parachute he was using failed
to open. He pulled his reserve
‘chute in time.

Royal Marines Comman-
dant General Lt Gen Robin
Ross said: “ If someone had
told me five years ago that I
would be sitting in a Hip heli-
copter flying over the Czech
Republic, firing an RPG 7 and
watching my men jumping
with Czech ‘chutes, I would
have said they were mad.”

Next year the Czechs are
expected to visit Britain to take
part in more exercises.

Highland
Gunners
adopt tiger

A SIBERIAN tiger named
Amur has been adopted by
25/170 (Imjin) Battery, Royal
Artillery.

The first year’s sponsorship
of the animal at Colchester
Zoo has been privately funded
by Capt James Phillips and Lt
Nick Andrew, who are leaving
the battery.

Imjin Battery, which has a
tiger as its emblem, will spon-
sor Amur for as long as it is
based at Colchester. The unit
is part of 19 Regiment RA, the
Highland Gunners.

Coldstream get their goose

JACOB, a Hungarian goose,
has taken up his position as the
new regimental mascot of the
Coldstream Guards. He was
presented to the regiment by
the 62nd Hungarian Mecha-

nised Brigade during an exer-
cise in Hungary last year.

A goose saved the 2nd Bat-
talion in Canada in the 1830s
by alerting soldiers to an attack
by French settlers.
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NEWSLINE

WITHDRAWAL of troops from
Northern Ireland will not mean a
further reduction in the overall
strength of the Army, Defence
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind told
MPs.

Answering Commons ques-
tions on March 28 he said: “| can
state categorically that, if the
position in Northern Ireland were
to permit further reductions in
troop levels in Northern Ireland,
that would not fead to any reduc-
tions in the size of the Services.

“It would enable us to provide
more time for training, create a
position in which there was less
pressure on our troops and
enable them to have more time
with their families.”

® o o

Cases of miscarriage, still
birth, birth defects and infant mor-
bidity among families of Gulf vet-
erans are no higher than the
national average and the figures
have not changed since the Gulf
conflict, said Armed Forces Min-
ister Nicholas Soames.

Answering a writ-
ten question from
Mr Tam Dalyell, he
added that the MoD
would take into
account the views
of Dr Roger Sut-
cliffe, of Glasgow
University, who had
proposed a study of
such problems among offspring
of Gulf veterans.

e & o

There is no evidence that
chemical or biological warfare
agents were used during the Gulf
War, Dr David Clark, Shadow
Defence Secretary, was told.

The conclusion was contained
in letters from Dr Graham Pear-
son, director general of the
Chemical and Biological Defence
Establishment, Porton Down, fol-
lowing written questions.

® o o

Figures based on an ethnic
origin survey of the Regular
Armed Forces show the number
of warrant officers or equivalent

A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

and commissioned
officers  classifying
themselves as black
or Asian.

Based on the 57
per cent of respons-
es to the survey
received by October
1, there were 64
black and 40 Asian
warrant officers or equivalent.

Up to the rank of captain or
equivalent the figures were 59
and 94 and from major to colonel
or equivalent, 31 and 66.

Figures for ranks between
brigadier and field marshal or
equivalent were not given
because there were fewer than
five in each category.

“Where numbers are less than
five,” stated a written answer, “fig-
ures are not given in order to avoid
individuals being identified.”

® © o

In a written reply Armed Forces
Minister Nicholas Soames con-
firmed that the new Joint Service
Command and Staff College

NI peace dividend for the Army

would be at Camberley. He said it
would open in late 1997, when
the colleges at Greenwich and
Bracknell would close.

Greenwich, he said, was being
considered as a possible location
for a restructured Defence School
of Languages but had been
rejected as a possible site for a
Tri-Service Chaplaincy School.

® o o

Other points from Parliament:

@ New MoD hospital units will
be at Frimley Park Hospital NHS
trust in Surrey and Peterborough
Hospitals NHS trust in Cam-
bridgeshire.

® Army vehicle storage will be
concentrated at Ashchurch when
the depot at Ludgershall closes
on March 31, 1997.

@® The Army’s Technical Equip-
ments Division, Donnington, and
Vehicles Spares Divison, Chilwell
will be collocated in Telford, near
Donnington. The divisions will
amalgamate to form the Equip-
ment Support Provision and Pro-
curement Authority (ESPPA).

Portland
hails EOD
operation

AN ARMY bomb disposal
expert who defused a 1,100Ib
German wartime bomb in
Portland, Dorset, was hailed as
a local hero after residents were
allowed to return home.

Capt Michael Lobb, serving
with Wimbish-based 33 Engi-
neer Regiment (EOD), worked
through the night of April 1
and all the following day to
make the huge bomb safe.

It was discovered under a
disused football pitch on the
Isle of Portland and led to the
evacuation of 4,000 nearby
residents from their homes.

The 33 Regiment team
spent more than six hours
drilling through the case of
the bomb. The explosive was
then steamed out and burned
off.

Military police joined civil
police in an operation to pre-
vent looting while homes in a
2,000-yard exclusion zone
were empty.

Capt Lobb revealed that he
had had in his breast pocket
throughout the operation a
letter from a Portland school-
girl. It read: “I think you and
your Army are very brave and I
would like to thank you for
your help.”

Bang goes another Chieftain tank

. 55

Ll

Capt Cameron Thomson and Maj Andy Ferrie
check the wreckage of a Chieftain on Salisbury
Plain, where sappers from Tidworth-based 5 Field
Squadron RE destroyed 36 tanks and ten Humber
armoured cars under the terms of the Treaty on
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE).
The treaty requires Britain to destroy 183 main
battle tanks, 30 armoured combat vehicles and
five attack helicopters. Sappers placed 30kg of

explosive in ten charges on each tank, cutting
gun barrels, cracking open hatches, splitting
hulls and blowing off wheels.

Only 20 tanks remain to be destroyed by the
treaty deadline of November. Under the agree-
ment, signed in 1989, the United Kingdom is per-
mitted a maximum of 1,015 tanks, 3,176 armoured
combat vehicles, 384 attack helicopters, 636
artillery pieces and 900 combat aircraft.

Picture:Mike Weston
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COLLECT THIS HISTORIC REPRINT

To mark the 50th anniversary of SOLDIER this year
we have commissioned a limited reprint of the first
issue, dated March 19, 1945.

You can order your own copy of this historic magazine
now — for despatch in the week beginning March 6.
The cost is just £1.50*, plus 50p postage and packing.
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AND THIS SELECTION OF
FRONT-COVER POSTCARDS

Twenty SOLDIER artwork front covers
‘ reflecting Army life from the late 1940s to the
OCW | mid-1960s have been reproduced in a full-colour
: —  book of souvenir postcards.

They will make an amusing and prized addition -
to any collection of military memorabilia — or
you can just post them to your friends!

Price: £3* plus 50p postage and packing.

SAVE £1 BY ORDERING THE REPRINT
AND THE POSTCARD COLLECTION.
Purchase the reprint issue and the postcard
book and we'll pay the postage! Make your
cheque/PO for £4.50* per set payable to
Soldier.

IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO CUT
YOUR MAGAZINE SEND YOUR
DETAILS ON A PIECE OF PAPER
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Europe reprint £2.40 postcard £3.95 set £6.20

OVERSEAS RATES Elsewhere reprint £3.60 postcard £4.70 set £7.00
I enclose my cheque/PO in £ sterling only for £............. «...... payable to Soldier.

Return to: Soldier Magazine, Reprint/Souvenir Postcard Collection, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.
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Colchester briga

COLCHESTER-based 24
Airmobile Brigade has been
exercising on Stanford training
area in Norfolk.

Exercise Gryphon’s Lift
involved 2,000 troops, 400

Armour
HQs In

battle of
planets

ALMOST every unit in the
21,000-strong 1st (UK)
Armoured Division was
involved in a seven-day com-
mand post exercise in northern
Germany.

Climax of Exercise Rhino
Sword involved a divisional
actack on Objects Mars,
Jupiter and Venus.

About 2,500 soldiers took
part, moving their headquar-
ters from one area to another.

For the first time, the Danish
Reaction Brigade (DRB) was
attached to 1 Div. The mainly
conscripted Danish soldiers
would come under command

Ranks

THE BETT Review is recommen-
ding the merger of the ranks of
field marshal and general; lieu-
tenant general and major general;
brigadier and colonel; lieutenant
and second lieutenant. — Daily
Telegraph. The Bett Committee is
also advising that the Armed
Forces should switch to perfor-
mance related pay and that some
allowances should be cut back. —
Times

T Army recruiters say 43 per cent
of hopefuls are rejected because
they are unfit, fat and generally too
soft for life in the Forces. — Daily
Telegraph (See Page 28).

[ The Armed Forces' 600-year-
old courts martial system is to be
reviewed. — Times

(7 Solicitors acting for veterans
claiming to suffer from Gulf War
syndrome have been granted
legal aid certificates and say writs
seeking compensation will be
issued against the MoD. -
Guardian. A soldier who has spent
years probing Gulf War syndrome
is being spied on by the intelli-

vehicles and 30 helicopters
plus a company of US Army
soldiers from the 101st Air-
borne Division (Air Assault).
After a week of individual
unit training, the brigade exer-

cised as a whole. It was moved
from pick-up points south of
the training area back to Stan-
ford. Soldiers and equipment
were airlifted by RAF Puma
and Chinook helicopters.

of 1 Div on operations with
NATO’s Rapid Reaction Corps.

The 9th German Panzer-
Lehrbrigade also had a
response cell in the exercise
control HQ at Detmold.

Up to 900 soldiers at the
headquarters passed a series of
pre-planned orders and inci-
dents to test units from HQ 4
Armoured Brigade, HQ 7

200,000 Nee as floods threaten Dutch dykes

‘wiarare

Eﬁ dz_ s'":lllr;!'hh
5 What the papers have been saying

gence services. — Today. British
and US defence officials knew that
victims of Gulf War syndrome
were exposed to chemical
weapons agents, according to
previously unpublished military
documents — Independent on
Sunday

7 About 100 former Servicemen,
mostly Falklands veterans, plan to
sue the MoD as a result of Post
Traumatic  Stress  Syndrome
allegedly contracted during ser-
vice. — Daily Telegraph

A Fears of an “environmental
time-bomb” caused by the dump-
ing of thousands of tons of chemi-

& Ceitile . 4 5
The GOC 1 (UK) Armd Div, Maj Gen Roddy Cordy-Simpson (left),
pictured with Gen Jorgn Lyng, the Danish Chief of Defence Staff,
during Exercise Rhino Sword in northern Germany

Armoured Brigade, the DRB,
HQ The Light Dragoons and
HQ 1 Regiment AAC.

Exercise director Maj Gen
Roddy Cordy-Simpson, GOC
1 Div, said: “It has been a great
success. All the brigades have
actually been fully tested and
many people in Divisional HQ
have learned a great deal more
about their profession.”

‘to be merged’

cal weapons in the Irish Sea in the
1950s were strengthened after it
emerged that some plaice caught
contained up to ten times the
normal levels of arsenic. —
Guardian

7 Royal Welch Fusiliers in Bosnia
are talking to each other on the
radio in their native tongue to con-
fuse eavesdroppers. — Times. The
head of the SAS and three other
SAS officers were robbed at gun-
point in Sarajevo. — Daily Mail.
Bosnian Serbs seized a heavy
machine-gun and 1,000 rounds of
ammunition from a British UN
vehicle near Sarajevo. — Daily
Telegraph

O Blind war heroes are being
moved out of their refuge in
Brighton. The St Dunstan’s Chari-
ty is selling off Pearson House and
shifting 40 veterans to another
home. — Sun

O Service chiefs are preparing a
significant further withdrawal of
troops from Northern Ireland - up
to two battalions — over Easter. —
Mail on Sunday

NEWSLINE

de takes to the wing at Stanford

Commanded by Brig Robin
Brims, 24 Bde is part of a for-
mation assigned to NATO’s
Rapid Reaction Corps
(ARRC), and is capable of
rapid deployment worldwide.

Eastern
training
on the

horizon

BRITISH troops could soon
find themselves training in
former Warsaw Pact countries,
according to Land Com-
mand’s Brigadier General
Staff, Brig Ashley Truluck.

As a result of restrictions on
field training at home and in
Germany, the Army is looking
at options to switch training for
armoured formations to the
massive eastern European
exercise areas on which the
Red Army once trained.

Poland and other countries
are keen to host British units.

“Negotiations are still in the
early stages, but one possibility
under consideration is to base
tanks and APCs in such coun-
tries on a seasonal or perma-
nent basis,” said Brig Truluck.

“Troops could then be flown
in to take part in exercises.”

Armoured battlegroup train-
ing at BATUS in Canada will
continue. Land Command
units can expect to take part in
many more Overseas exercises
in-future. 'In “the next 12
months, 130 exercises are
planned in 25 countries.

Staffords TA
keep in touch

FOLLOWING deployment of
20 of his soldiers to the Falk-
lands for four months, Lt Col
Geoff Moss has established
links with families of the 3rd
Battalion, The Staffordshire
Regiment soldiers involved.

While Regular Army fami-
lies are familiar with long peri-
ods of separation, TA are not.

The soldiers are with the
first TA company to provide
ground defence for the islands.
The 3 Staffords families have
been invited to battalion HQ in
Wolverhampton to record
video and tape messages for
dispatch to the Falklands.
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CHEFS’
PRIZE

Overall TA Scotland win-
ners and also winners of
the military phase of Exer-
cise Combat Caterer 1995
at Barry Ruddon Camp,
Scotlarfd, were (back row)
Sgt Tony Igoe, LCpl John
Gourlay, with Pte Gordon
Law and LCpl Bert
Taylor, who also won best
driver trophy. Best novice
trophy went to LCpl Susan
Player (above).

|k Sponsoring a surf rescue boat is a first for the Army, but

the Redruth-based Armed Forces Careers Office wanted
§ to put across the message, led by WO2 Pete Hammond,
seen handing over a team shirt to Portreath Surf Life
§ Saving Club chairman Richard Whiting while Tony
i Davies and Gavin Vendergeissen look on.

. e i P -

Commander Engineer
HQ UKLF Brig lan

Ly : :
Sz & Mulhollanc
eil Mulholland with a Long Service
medal

and Good Conduct Medal during a visit
to Bosnia. On Op Grapple with 522

STRE team from Hameln-based 28 Engineer Regiment, Neil
takes up a post in Nepal this month.

This trio from the 4th
Battalion, The King's
Own Royal Border Regi-
ment are among eight
drivers from the regi-
ment who have success-
fully retrained to meet
revised legislation for a
new category of licence.
Left to right they are LCpl
Amanda Wearing, Sgt
David Middleton and
Pte Mark Neate.
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& raini . ds are
Star training at Bury St Edmun
Field Bat-
§ 202 Suffolk and Norfolk Yeomanry
igfymgir?\?), complete with technical equipment. Left to

right are Bdrs Yanusanskas and Gillespie, CSgts
Ditchford and Pocock, SgtS

"

Pictured on “M

heppard and WO2 Piercy.

giment's affij;
deployment, but di

ated warshj

verted to Somalja,

Maj Gen Walter Courage, Chief JLSO and External
Affairs Division, donates blood at Rheindahlen as part
of a session which involved Rheindahlen Support Unit,
16 Signal Regiment, 3 Base Ammunition Depot and
101 Provost Company, following an appeal.

KNITTY GRITTY

oY
Sgt Geoff Martin, second-in-
command of the Enlistment
and Documents Processing
section of the Regimental Pay
Office in York, turns his hand to
a spot of knitting — all in the
cause of charity. He and four
other men in the office were
roped in by clerk Anne Cas-
sidy to produce jumpers for
refugee children in Rwanda. A
satisfying total of ten finished
products was the end result.

evonshi
p HMS EX;;Zra'Ej_quseg Regiment, who sailed wi
initially on 5 five-month Guif pa'-:nﬂ:
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QUICK call-out powers to use
reservists outside the United
Kingdom for peacekeeping,
humanitarian and disaster
relief operations are suggested
in draft legislation which has
been presented as a basis of
discussion until June 15.

The Reserve Forces Bill is
the first major revision of
reserve forces legislation since
1966 and introduces changes
in five main areas:

@ Main call-out powers;

® Voluntary employment of
reservists;

® Two new reserve cate-
gories;

® New safeguards for
reservists and their employers;

@ Rationalisation and con-

rights, a highly complex area
still being considered.

A significant feature in the
bill is the introduction of a
High Readiness Reserve to
provide skills in short supply in
both the Regular and reserve
forces. Specialists — such as
interpreters, intelligence staff
and public information officers
— are not in constant demand
in peacetime but are often
required early in a crisis and
their availability and willing-
ness to be called out has to be
established.

A special agreement must be
signed, with the consent of
employers, which carries with
it a liability to be called out for

Soldlers of The London Regament trammg at Sennybridge for deployment to lhe Falkland Islands

be eligible to receive payments
as compensation.

A number of support func-
tions could be carried out by
civilians and so release Regular
personnel for fighting roles.
Such sponsored reserves (SR)
could carry out equipment
maintenance or logistic supply,
key functions in war zones or
operational areas.

This would permit the MoD
to allow more support activi-
ties to contract, in the knowl-
edge that they could be
provided by reserve elements
in uniform during operations.

The essential relationship
between MoD, individual
reservists and their employers

employer must offer a reservist
his or her old job back if practi-
cable remains, as does protec-
tion from a family being evicted
and a limit on the frequency
and duration of call-out.
Employers and reservists
will have the right to seek
exemption or deferral of a call-
out. A reservist’s service pay
can be topped up, as in the
Gulf conflict, to reflect civilian™
pay, which may be significantly
higher than military pay. A tri-
bunal will consider appeals if
there is dissatisfaction with the
MoD’s decision on safeguards.
The proposals follow a comp-
rehensive study into the mix of
Regular. and reserve forces in

sistency.
Present
apply to times

call-out

preparation or in
progress. A new call-out
provision allows for the
use of reserves in peace-
time operations which
may not fall under the
warlike definition.

The frequency and
duration of present call-
outs is limited, and a
limit of nine months in
any 27-month period is
proposed for the new
humanitarian call-out.

The tortuous process
for calling out reservists
is to be scrapped in
favour of allowing them
to volunteer for periods
of full-time service with
Regular forces while still
retaining their status as
reservists. There would,
however, be no pension
12

powers
of national
danger, great emergency or
when warlike operations are in

permanent service anywhere in
the world when required. An
enhanced bounty would be
payable, and employers would

is acknowledged by the cre-
ation of new safeguards for
reservists and employers.

The provision that an

Important

THE consultative document on the draft
Reserve Forces legislation marks an impor-
tant watershed in the way in which the UK
Armed Forces are formed and used in the
defence of this country and the world, said
Defence Secretary Malcolm Rifkind.

Reserve forces were not simply an add-
on to the Regular forces, but an integral
part, with good skills and training and a
tremendous enthusiasm to use their experi-
ence in the service of their country. He said
he was very conscious of disappointment
among reservists that apart from a relatively
small number of civilians, reservists were
not used in the Gulf, although other coun-
tries did have a significant contribution.

Under existing legislation, volunteers can
train only in peacetime. The new provisions
will allow them to be involved in the wider
sphere of activities.

watershed

The new call-out for peacekeeping,
humanitarian and disaster relief operations
was highly relevant at a time when the
Armed Forces are involved in essential
operations far more than in the past. There
should be the opportunity for our reserves
to make a contribution too, said Mr Rifkind.

Chairman of the National Employers’ Liai-
son Committee Sir Alexander Graham said
the bill was excellent news, not least
because it would lead to better understand-
ing of the role and liability of the reserves.

He was struck by how ignorant many of
the public and employers are on their liabili-
ty and even existence.

The element of certainty and a contractu-
al relationship was welcomed, and for the
first time the government has been persuad-
ed to consider compensation for both
reservists and employers.

1992 and a consultation docu-
ment in 1993 which explained
the need for flexible legislation
to allow the wider use of

reserves while safeguard-
ing the interests both of
the reservists and their
employers.

They are made in a fur-
ther attempt to stimulate
debate and generate
comments to help refine
and improve the legisla-
tion before it is intro-
duced into Parliament.
TAVRASs, reserve units,
commanders, trade asso-
ciations, employers and
individuals are invited to
respond before it is
adopted, possibly in the
Queen’s speech to Parlia-
ment in the autumn.

® For details, write to
NELC, Duke of York's HQ,
Chelsea, London SW3
4SS (fax 0171-218 4888).



Members of 20 Fld Sqn prepare to set up

A British logistics force is heading

for United Nations duties in

Angola. Gordon Skilling reports;

pictures by Mike Weston and
Mike Perring

FIRST THE ARCTIC, now
Africa. The Bakery troop of 9
Regiment Royal Logistic
Corps returned from support-
ing the Allied Mobile Force in
northern Norway to discover
they were earmarked for
United Nations service in the
considerably warmer climes of
equatorial Angola.

Sgt Mark Leck, in charge of
the Bath and Laundry Troop,
did not have such a big mental
adjustment to make, having
just returned from running
ranges in Cyprus.

The 600 men destined to be
the initial third-line support for
the latest United Nations
Angola Verification Mission
carried out contingency train-
ing while waiting for confirma-

tion of the plan to

send them to
Africa.
Their task in

Operation
Chantress will be
to support 7,000
UN troops from
other nations who
will be gathering in
weapons from the
Marxist  Popular
Liberation Front
of Angola and
UNITA rebels if their fragile
ceasefire holds. Renewed fight-
ing in March slipped the pro-
jected deployment in April by
several weeks.

Having adjusted to the pos-
sibility of a deployment, the
loggies needed little special

Lt Col Harry 'Hare, co

of 9 Supply Regt and
Force Commander

professional
preparation for
their mission,
said 91 Supply
Squadron OC,
Maj Paul Winch-
combe.

“Most of the
guys  we are
taking are trades-
men, technicians,
bath and laundry
Operators,
bakers, supply
specialists and supply con-
trollers, and they will do the
same day-to-day work in
Angola as they do anywhere
else, though the environment
will be slightly different,” he
said.

Hullavington’s

o

9 Supply

Regiment Royal Logistic
Corps will provide its regimen-
tal headquarters and 91
Supply Squadron as the nub of
the British deployment.

In Maj Winchcombe’s
squadron are elements from
911 Ration Troop, 912 Bath
and Laundry troop, 913
Bakery troop and 914 Local
Resources Troop, but he will
also draw on other parts of the
regiment to provide a stores,
ammunition and petroleum
function.

The commander of the
British Force, Lt Col Harry
O’Hare, has a range of cap-
badges contributing to his
command. It includes ele-
ments from 17 Port and Mar-

® Turn to next page
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® From Page 13

itime Regt, 27 Regt RLC, 29
Regt RL.C, 20 Fd Sqn RE, 33
Engr Regt (EOD), 30 Sig
Regt, 8 Fd Wksp, 4 Fd Amb
and 22 Fd Hosp plus two pla-
toons of Welsh Guards for
local defence.

He is very clear about his
mission — and its limitations.

“It is fairly straightforward,”
he said. “We have three
months to prepare for a variety
of nations and their equipment
arriving, set up the logistic
infrastructure and hand it on
either to another UN contin-
gent or a contractor.”

This will include an in-
survey of all the equipment
provided by the various

nations by air and sea, storing
it and warehousing it, then
moving it to the owner units.
The force will also provide the
national support element for
the UK contingent.

Unlike in Rwanda, where
British drivers made a signifi-
cant contribution to the con-
tingent’s effort, little road
travel is envisaged because of
the threat from mines.

“We will have to rely very
heavily on air transport to
move equipment,” he said.

One problem he foresaw was
the difficulty of moving heavy
armoured fighting vehicles
from the various nations to
their deployment areas.

He did not expect British

troops to be

LCpl Peter Fornall and LCpl Graham Bright ~ Ficld

check into the Ops cell of 91 Sqn to receive
their passports and dogtags from Cpl John

Hamlet
14

involved away from
their rear bases at
the two main ports
and the airhead,
and was anxious to
avoid the “mission
creep” syndrome
where a force can
easily be drawn into
tasks outside its
mandate.

This was a possi-
bility the Royal
Engineers element
may have to con-
tend with. Maj
: Chris Rose, OC 20
Squadron,
will have resources
and skills at his dis-
posal which might

:}é.«-;
s

be seen to have a humanitarian
use. His priority, however, will
be to provide the British con-
tingent with its own infrastruc-
ture within its own camps.

Even before its move was
confirmed, the squadron took
the opportunity of tweaking its
normal combat engineering
training at Sennybridge into a
pre-training  package for
Angola.

A series of internal briefings
was carried out, as well as more
specialist lectures on mines
awareness, health and hygiene
and improvised bridging.

Whereas the squadron would
normally have devoted only an
afternoon to water purifica-
tion, the work took up a day
and a half. As in Rwanda, the
provision of clean water, basic
plumbing and elementary san-
itation will be a vital part of
their task.

Lt Bob Walton-Knight,
Troop Commander of 1
Troop, supervised four stands
to practise aspects of water
purification.

One concentrated on the
new purification unit for water
contaminated by nuclear, bio-

s b
L

Fit to fight — should the need arise — are these soldiers of the Princ

o Y

e of Wales's Company, TWG

"

Above'— 2nd Lt Alex Blake briefs the men of 91 Sqn on what to expect in Angola

Left — Cpl George Drysdale and LCpl Sully O’Sullivan test the chlorine content of water

logical or chemical agent. New
to the Corps of Royal Engi-
neers, the kit was used in the
Gulf and was operated by 9
Parachute Field Squadron in
Rwanda.

The squadron was lucky in
that its quartermaster’s
accounts clerk, LCpl Sully
O’Sullivan, normally a refrig-
eration technician, was the
authority on this type of purifi-
cation equipment in Rwanda.

“From the engineering point
of view this was one of the most
important aspects,” he said.
“The chefs could not have

operated without it because
bottled water was restricted
and in a hot country, a soldier
needs four litres of water per
man per day.”

Rather than concentrate on
combat engineering before
their deployment, the sappers
refreshed their secondary
trades. Much of the work is
liable to be in the construction
of camps and reconstruction of
buildings, and each combat
engineer is required to have a
trade such as plumber, carpen-
ter or electrician.

With all the basic necessities

in short supply, providing raw
material and local resources is
likely to be a considerable
headache. said Maj Rose.
Basic materials like rolled

steel joists, sheet metal, bricks,
mortar, good quality wood and
even screws will probably have
to be freighted out to them.

An essential element in the
British Force’s make-up is a
company of infantry to provide
local protection while the sup-
port troops are carrying out
their function.

There is a severe banditry
problem in Angola, with gangs

of marauding and ill-disci-
plined gunmen operating in
the interior.

The Prince of Wales’s Com-
pany of the 1st Battalion,
Welsh Guards is well skilled in
high intensity or internal secu-
rity operations, but in training
for operations in Angola it has
concentrated on revising basic
skills, fitness, unarmed self
defence techniques, as well as
mines and weapons awareness.

In training Sgt Paul Davies
ran a specially-contrived sce-
nario involving an attack by
robbers to put guardsmen into
the correct frame of mind for
defending the logisticians if
necessary.

What Sgt Davies did not
want to see was the use of
excessive force on the attack-
ers, and this point was empha-
sised by the company 2iC, Lt
Charlie Morgan.

“We do not yet know the
capabilities of the indigenous
people, whether they are
armed and how aggressive or
receptive they may be to our
presence there, so it is very
important that when we arrive
we react appropriately to any
incidents,” he said.

“If we over-react it might
give the wrong impression.”

After two-and-a-half years in
Ballykelly, the Guards’ drills
required a change of emphasis.

One thing is clear. The
deployment will prove one of
the most interesting experi-
ences of their Army careers.

15




A textbool
operation

AN UPDATED concept which con-
solidates the operational role of the
Educational and Training Service of
the Adjutant General’s Corps has been
proved at Tidworth.

For the first time an integrated oper-
ational briefing unit (OBU) has car-
ried out an exercise pulling together the
operational facets of the ET'S to prepare for
an imaginary out-of-area deployment.

Many of the tasks were related to the
normal peacetime work of the ETS but
education officers developed and for-
malised procedures in line with the new
Army doctrine.

The former Royal Army Educational
Corps long provided briefings for soldiers
deploying overseas. Many still remember
the introductory briefs to Berlin or Cyprus.
Today, educational skills are sometimes
needed at very short notice to cope with
sudden UN deployments to unfamiliar
areas.

For the first time staff carried out their
wartime function under one roof at 10
Army Education Centre to provide a
brigade commander with a consolidated
package which would inform both soldiers
and their spouses about an imaginary
deployment.

The unit’s task is to brief everybody from
field commanders to ordinary soldiers
about the background to the areas they

Educators play vital role
in preparing soldiers for
foreign deployments

mation with background tips and general
information.

Later editions in theatre, such as the
Sandy Times in the Gulf, would help main-
tain morale by passing on local news, home
news and sports reports.

Highlighting cultural differences in for-
eign countries with a fundamental religion
could prove a vital
service.

“Soldiers have to
be wvery careful
about what they say
and do,” said Maj
Alastair Woods, OC
10 and 78 AECs.
“Gestures which we
use are considered
very rude in some
cultures and social
conventions have to
be understood and respected because sol-
diers could be surrounded by 70 refugees
or a whole village.”

Low-level language cards are produced

Maj Alastair Woods

are getting involved in, support them
with basic language skills, provide a
newspaper, and set up a families’
information centre.

The briefing agenda is largely set by
the brigade commander, and during
the week-long exercise simulating a
deployment, ETS officers examined
all the likely options he might have
considered so that material could be
provided.

Central to an OBU’s task is an out-
line briefing booklet giving low-level
unclassified information.

It is not intended as a sophisticated
guide book. It is more of a survival
guide giving a little geography so that
soldiers know where they are going,
some history, an idea of the sort of
people they are likely to meet, and
mundane information such as the local
voltage, BBC World Service frequen-
cies, and currency details.

As well as a booklet, a newspaper
produced by educators can play an
important part in complementing offi-
cial briefings. Prior to deployment, a
first edition could be a mine of infor-
16

L oI David Bowman and Col Rupert Ward (seated)
review some of the briefing material

to allow soldiers to jump the language
barrier and communicate with people
by pointing to words.

“Because of the nature of UN opera-
tions the soldiers are going to meet
civilians and the whole idea behind
operational briefing units is that when

soldiers arrive on deployment, they have
the information which allowes them to
work with the local community,” said Maj
Woods.

Communicating with families back
home was also important. During the exer-
cise a garrison information centre was set
up to channel information coming back
down through the chain of command.

Centres are not designed to take over the
work done by HIVEs

(Help Information Vol-
unteer Exchanges) and
other bodies, but to
ensure that the welfare
support function can
be carried out.

Families need a point
of contact to find out
what is happening
where their nearest and
dearest are,” said Maj
Woods. “Much of the
information coming in
is indigestible and a co-
ordinator  would
need to prepare a
bulletin board
which would put
out what is going
on.”

An ETS team
from the brigade
would normally be
in theatre and
would send back operational informa-
tion as well as videos, photographs and
messages which could be passed on to
families.

“We want to create an atmosphere
where families can feel relaxed, where
they can come and talk to us and ask
any questions they may have,” said
Capt Sharon Gartland, of 12 AEC at
Larkhill.

Because the Army is becoming more
involved with UN operations in areas
which were never in the British sphere
of influence, some officers have watch-
ing briefs on different areas of the
world.

“I have a team of researchers whose
peacetime jobs are working in educa-
tional centres, but we do a little bit of

Picture: Mike Perring

Above: Capt Sharon
Gartland discusses a
deployment with a sol-
dier’s wife

Left: Capts Morgan John
and Tim Conning pre-
pare the first edition of
an exercise newspaper

background work to
keep our hands in,” said
Maj David Hazel of 30
AEC in' Chelsea Bar-
racks, London.

“When something
blows up we drop every-
thing and produce an
unclassified brief which can be used by
anybody.”

He was heavily involved in producing a
booklet and language cards for British
troops deploying to Angola and was
gratified at the response of the Marxist
Angolan embassy, which was delighted he
should want to teach soldiers about their
society.

But it was only by luck that Maj Hazel
learned that the deep blue seas off alluring
beaches which British soldiers may visit are
infested with sharks.

In situations where fighting is endemic it
may not be possible to use local resources
to glean information, but the Prince Con-
sort’s Library at Aldershot can be relied
upon to produce reams of writing on any
given area in a few hours. This quick reac-

tion time proved vital for Col Rupert Ward,
Commander ETS 4th Division, when
preparing a brief on Rwanda last year.
“The British Army had not been in
Africa for a long time, especially the
French-speaking part of it, so we were
really starting from scratch,” he said.
Preparing for deployment to Rwanda
was hectic. Col Ward was told on a Thurs-

day morning that the
move was on. By
that afternoon initial
material from the
Prince Consort’s
Library was being
sifted, by Friday a
language card had
been translated, an
idiot’s guide was
produced on Satur-
day and sent out on
Sunday morning.

from Rwanda and

briefed at Brize -
Bosnia

Norton before flying
out that day.

Soldiers rushing about packing kit only
need a very simple background brief plus a
few words of the language and a few basic
facts on customs to understand the all-
important body language.

The first session preparing a language
card was devoted to talking to a native
speaker and working off drawings; the

Report: Gordon Skilling Pictures: Mike Weston

Capt Louise Bates
has a wealth of
practical opera-
Some soldiers were tional experience

second session was spent in translating the
words, and by the third session, soldiers
were being taught.

With a unit such as 23 Parachute Field
Ambulance, a language card was essential
to allow them to build up a case history of
patients.

Without this much more of the medicine
practised by soldiers in Rwanda would
have been “veterinary” — poke a patient
and if he grunts, something is wrong.

In practice, Capt Louise Bates hardly
used her card. A fluent French, German
and Serbo-Croat speaker, she preferred to
find a Rwandan who spoke French and
carry on a four-way conversation, from the
doctor through her in French to a French-
speaking Rwandan, then to the patient.

Capt Bates is one of the most experi-
enced polyglot interpreters in the Army,
having also set up an interpreter cell of 41
for The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment at
Bugojno in Bosnia.

Capt Bates’s interpreters had to balance
the ethnic groups in Bosnia. If soldiers
were patrolling either side of a confronta-
tion line, one side could well cause serious
trouble for an interpreter from the other
side.

Not everyone appreciates that education
officers have an important operational role;
interpreters in particular run the same
gauntlet as forward troops during con-
frontations. Capt Bates herself had to deal
with horrendous situations both in Rwanda
and Bosnia, and on one occasion was con-
fronted by troops who threatened to kill her.
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Sgts Kev Allan and Ken Oliver have a pre-flight discussion on the hard standing at Dishforth. Inset: Colleagues in a Lynx already in Bosnia fly
low over snow-covered terrain near Gornji Vakuf

Dishforth flyers
all set for Bosnia

MORE members of 664
Squadron, 9 Regiment, Army
Air Corps and their helicopters
are poised to join the peace-
keeping operation in former
Yugoslavia, writes  Phil
Wilcox.

At their base close to the
busy Al trunk road in North
Yorkshire, the soldier-airmen
are standing by to
join 54 colleagues
already in theatre —
should the need
arise.

“Our main oper-
ating base would be
at Split, where the
Lynxes are situated
and helicopters will
go to be serviced,
with a forward oper-
ating base at Gornji Vakuf,
where the helicopters for task-
ing are situated,” said Lt Col
Chris Walch, flight comman-
der at Dishforth.

Increased availability of heli-
copters is mainly due to the
reduced tension in Northern
Ireland.

18

Lt Col Chris Walch

Britain offered to send up to
18 Army and Royal Air Force
helicopters plus about 200
men to Bosnia-Hercegovina.
Six Lynx and Six Gazelle heli-
copters from the Army and six
RAF Chinooks, three of which
would remain on 72-hour
standy in Britain, were made
available.

Four Lynxes are
currently in theatre.

“There was a
request from Sector
South West HQ in
Bosnia for heli-
copter support for
carrying person-
nel,” said Lt Col
Walch, who, before
joining the regiment
in December, was
commander of BATUS in
Canada.

“The Royal Navy was pro-
viding four Sea Kings for that
purpose, but the need was
more appropriate for Lynxes.

“Now that Northern Ireland
is not soaking up so much of
the helicopter effort, and con-
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ATpr Nobby Harding and Cpl Peter Laverton have the Land Rover

engine at the ready at Dishforth for any flight to Bosnia

sequently draining our
resources, we can fulfil our
commitment in Bosnia.

“We had upwards of a
brigade in Bosnia without heli-
copter support: now, that can
be rectified.

“There is a good job for us to
do, and, as regimental com-
mander, as soon as we get the
nod, I am keen to get the whole

of our Lynx flight out there. I
am also keen to get the
Gazelles there to complete the
whole squadron.”

For the moment, it is diffi-
cult for those on standy to do
anything more than “to antici-
pate and be prepared”.

In the meantime, the mem-
bers of 664 Squadron — motto
“If it glows, it goes™ —are all set.



Introducing
the quick and
simple loan
service.

Our new telephone LoanLine
makes it even easier to
apply for a Naafi Personal
Loan and if you apply before
1st June 1995 you will
qualify for our special
discounted interest rate of
16.5% APR.

So if you're considering a
loan, call our LoanLine today
and we will usually give you
a decision within the hour.
Please have the information
detailed opposite available.
when you call.

Loans are available from
£500 upwards or
Deutschmark equivalent,
subject to status.

For your peace of mind we
strongly recommend that
you consider taking out our
Payment Protection Cover.
This will safeguard your
repayments in case of
accident and sickness. The
full terms, conditions and
exclusions are available on
request.

Plus, if you are under 65
when the loan expires, Naafi
provides - at no extra cost
and subject to normal
insurance provisions - that
in the event of your death,
the amount outstanding on
your loan, less any arrears
to a maximum of £15,000 or
Deutschmark equivalent, is
automatically cleared.

A deposit may be required.
Written quotations on request.

All details effective until 1st June 1995 but
subject to alteration without notice.

If you
need a
Persona

there's

no sense
in hanging

around

FINANCIAL
S ERVICES

W\akéngy ' é_éfe @ little casier

l/((,)

(all us
today on

0345 691521

if you are in the UK

or

00L4 115
9354126

if you are serving in
Germany

Weekdays
9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays

9.00am - 4.00pm

To help us to make
a quick decision,
please have the

following
information to
hand.

Your Bank/Building
Society account
details, including
account number

and sort code

Your monthly income
after tax
|

Full details of your
monthly outgoings




BAD news is
good news.

PICTURE, if you will, a place
just across the Scottish border
called Gretna.

A tranquil location, immor-
talised by, until comparatively
recently, countless runaway
marriages?

Not so in 1916, when, under
the orders of munitions minis-
ter Lloyd George, a huge facto-
ry was built in the area to
rectify the shortage of shells for
the Army which had, it was
claimed, contributed to the
failure of the Loos offensive the
previous year.

From the time the factory
opened until the end of the
First World War, its 30,000
mainly female workers pro-
duced vast amounts of high
explosive and propellant, until
the establishment was closed in
1919 and the site sold off five
years later.

In the months preceding the
outbreak of the Second World
War, a large part of the former
site — located around the end of
the Solway Firth and strad-
dling the border — was re-pur-
chased for use as ammunition
depots.

The War Office established

CAD Longtown with two sites
— Longtown and Smalmstown.

Today, although the number
of workers has shrunk to
around 450 employees, Base
Ammunition Depot (BAD)
Longtown and its 2,500
acres spanning the
border of England
and Scotland is
flourishing as
much as in any
time in its his-
tory.

Moreover,
thanks to a
determined
drive by the
commandant, Col
Chris Field, its Ser-
vice and civilian staff
can boast that in Febru-
ary last year, the depot
became the first MoD unit to
become a fully accredited
holder of the Investors in
People standard.

Longtown’s 27-mile perime-
ter fence encompasses 40 miles
of internal road and 53 miles of
internal railway.

“We used to be totally rail-
served: now it is half by rail,
half by vehicle,” explained Col

Field.“Ammunition is the best
commodity to be moved by
rail, but there are fewer places
one can deliver by that means,
so we receive by road.”

Once the ammunition
comes in, it is stored alongside
the thousands of tons already
in the BAD’s 28 rows of store-
houses or, in the case of equal-
ly vast amounts of inert items

;

What's in store? A view of BAD Longtown from within the depot
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which Longtown handles, in
three huge ordnance storage
depot sheds.
Maintenance, inspec-
tion, repairs, issue and
disposal of ammuni-
tion and inert stores

— which consist

principally of

tank track and

road wheels —

are all car-

ried out at

the BAD.

The

work is done

on behalf of

the Quarter-

master General

and the Master

Gunnery Officer, as
well as for defence sales.

“In terms of size and respon-
sibilities we are
the same as the
Central Ammu-
nition Depot at
Kineton,” Col
Field said.

“This is the
only place
where inert
ammunition in
the Army ‘is
held, and the
depot .is the
third-largest
inert  storage

facility in
Europe.”
The 17 mili-

tary staff at
Longtown
(three of whom,
including the
commandant, hold the George
Medal), provide the manage-
ment and technical posts at the
BAD, where employees
include MoD police and mem-
bers of the Army Fire Service.
There is a long tradition of ser-
vice to the Army.

In one of several buildings in
the sprawling depot’s ammuni-
tion process area, a 155mm
shell was being inspected
before being packaged and dis-
patched.

“This is all part of the in-ser-
vice surveillance of ammuni-
tion, carried out in safe and
clean conditions, to ensure at

v

b

Lot

all times that there will be no
danger to the user,” the depot’s

chief ammunition officer
(CAQ), a lieutenant colonel,
told Soldier.

Over in Shed 2, one of the
buildings in the ordnance stor-
age depot, row upon row of
Challenger wheels stretched as
far as the eye could see.

One task for the employees —
some of them ex-Army person-
nel — in this inert items area is
to drill into mortar bombs,
removing and replacing the
fuze.

Items which have had partic-
ularly heavy use and are found

to be beyond repair are dis-

posed of.

And what of that
Investors in People (IIP)
recognition?

Col Field, a keen
climber who, before taking
over as Longtown’s com-
mandant in 1992, was an
instructor at Zimbabwe’s
Army Staff College, said:
“IIP is a government ini-
tiative to improve the stan-
dards of training carried
on to ensure work forces
are well-suited to the job.

“I wanted to see how we,
as a Civil Service-military
organisation compared to the
best practice in commerce: I
genuinely believed we could do
certain things better than out-
side organisations.”

Since the depot had been
ear-marked for market-testing,
he was anxious to demonstrate
that Longtown was on top as
far as civilian training was con-
cerned.

In March 1993, he signed up
with Cumbria Training and
Enterprise Council (TEC) and
his organisation was scruti-
nised in depth by outside con-
sultants on aspects such as the
awareness of individuals, from

forklift drivers upwards, of the
role of the unit. Under project
manager Maj Ron Ball, the
Depot planning officer, a com-
prehensive  action
plan was drawn up
to. . achieve: ' the
required standard.
By October, Col
Field was confident
that sufficient progress had
been made to approach the
TEC to review progress and

Report:
Phil Wilcox
Pictures:

Terry Champion

koo Sy 1
BAD Longtown commandant
Col Chris Field. He also com-
mands the small Cumbria Gar-
rison based at Longtown

Above - Overall view of one of the enormous inert items storage areas at BAD Longtown
Left — Cpl Sean Featherstone weighs up a shell

advise on any other require-
ments. Further assessments
were carried out and, in Febru-
ary 1994, BAD Longtown was
officially recognised
as an Investor in
People.

“Not only were we
the first unit in the
Army to become a
holder of the standard, but we
achieved it in under a year, as
opposed to the usual period of
two to three years,” said Col
Field.

The benefits have been enor-
mous, he added. Communica-
tion had improved throughout
the depot, and there had been
much interest from other mili-
tary units and commercial
organisations.

“With increased responsibil-
ities as a result of the Defence
Costs Study, and with so much
ammunition coming into the
country as a result of draw-
down — which has to be stored
somewhere — this depot has a
very secure future,” the com-
mandant said.

There is at least one well-
known British manufacturer of
fireworks, which stores its
products at the BAD, which
will be relieved to hear that. . .
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awarded the Military Cross

ALTHOUGH T E Lawrence —
Lawrence of Arabia — turned
down the award of the Distin-
guished Service Order at a pri-
vate investiture with King
George V more than 75 years
ago, his warrant is still held in a
small Army office outside
London.

Based at Stanmore near
Hendon, MS1b is the branch
of the Military Sec-
retary’s Depart-
ment responsible
for processing the
Army’s honours
and awards.

Through it pass
recommendations
for the Queen’s
Birthday and New
Year Honours lists
and the recently
introduced half-
yearly Armed
Forces operational gallantry
awards.

Lt Col Richard Bird RA is
the man in charge. He has a
staff of four,

“The Army lower honours

rs
MS 1b executive
officer

warrant

S

Lt Col Richard Bird checks an index of names of officers and warrant officers

committee decides
which names go for-
ward. Obviously
there is not an infi-
nite amount of
awards. We have an
allocation that is
divided between the three Ser-
vices,” he said.

“I try not to push quotas
down to individual theatres
because I am keen
that citations should
fail or succeed on
merit.

“Occasionally,
soldiers are put up
for a medal they are
not eligible to
receive, so we check
names and details.”

Awards for meri-
torious service,
unlike gallantry
awards, may not be
awarded posthumously, so if a
soldier dies before an award is
announced, his name has to be
removed from the list.

A higher honours committee
decides on recommendations

Laurie Manton

Pictures:
Terry Champion

for knighthoods, Commanders
of the Bath and Commanders
of the British Empire, while
recipients of, as Col Bird puts
it, “stratospheric” level awards
- such as Grand Commanders
— are decided by the Military
Secretary and the Chief of the
General Staff.

After MS1b has done all the
paper work and a list has been
drawn up, names are put up to
the Secretary of State before
being submitted to the Queen
for final approval.

Once that has happened,
Col Bird and his staff arrange
for the names to be published
in the London Gazette. The
chosen few are informed a day
before the details become
public.

As lists are prepared months
in advance, the three admin

¥ AR S48

Lt Col John Sainsbury, who has been reviewing MS1b
archives, displays Lawrence of Arabia’s original DSO

officers at MS1b have to keep
track of recipients.

“It’s no good asking HQ in
Hong Kong to notify a soldier
when he or she has already
been posted to Germany,” said
Col Bird.

The branch also maintains
registers for awards including
the Victoria Cross, the DSO
and Distinguished Conduct
Medals. Almost 140 years of
daring deeds are recorded in
the bulky, leather-bound vol-
umes.

T E Lawrence’s DSO war-
rant was discovered during a
review of archives.

With several ongoing United
Nations’ commitments to
world peace, it is likely that the
names of more British Army
heroes will pass across MS1b’s
busy desks in the future,
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GURKHA MARATHON IS NOT PLAIN SAILING

MORE than 800 runners from 13 coun-
tries took part in the second British
Gurkhas Nepal half marathon to raise

money for Nepalese charities.

Sponsored by local companies and
organised by Sgt Fergus Anderson of

Tonne-up L

RHF team weighs In

SIX members of 1 RHF serv-
ing in Bosnia have been throw-
ing their weights abour . . . for
the sake of a good cause.

They set themselves the
spectacular target of lifting 400
tonnes in two hours, and
amazed themselves by manag-
ing an incredible 790 tonnes.

Capt Chris Mitchell (EME)
and Cpl Kev Burnett (1 RHF
LAD) hatched up the project
and were joined in the muscle-
busting attempt at Vitez by
WQO2s John Neilan (FRG 2
Bn) and Paddy McLellan (1
RHF), and LCpls Ritchie
Middleton and Dave Camp-
bell (both 1 RHF LAD).

Their massive physical effort
resulted in an average weight-
loss of 3'/2lb a man over the
two hours of squats, calf raises,
shoulder presses, pull downs,
dead lifts and bench presses.

The Foundation for the
Study into Infant Deaths will

for charity

benefit by
DM3,400.
Rl A <

Also in former Yugoslavia,
ten gallant runners pounded
round the 770m-long perime-
ter of their camp at Bugojno to
raise £1,300 for the Children’s
Liver Disease Foundation.
Based on 32 Fd Sqgn from
Ripon-based 38 Engineer Reg-
iment, the runners included
soldiers from 21 EOD Sgn
RE, REME and Mil Svy. The
run was organised by LCpl
Paul Nelson.

Body armour and helmets
were kept ready because of the
security situation, but they
were not needed as the runners
clocked up 250 miles around
the camp complex in 24 hours.
BBC TV reporter Martin Bell

more than

Nepal Signal Troop, the 12.8-mile course
has more than enough obstacles to make
up for the missing miles of the classic
marathon distance.

Pollution, ducks, pigs, cows, packs of
dogs and erratic drivers present hazards

not experienced on other marathons, and
significant hills add to the difficulty.
The British Ambassador signalled the

start, and 30,000 Nepalese rupees were

raised for child workers, a leper hospice
and the Gurkha Welfare Trust.

Capt Chris Mitchell on the pull-downs: Cpl Kev Burnett awaits his turn

sponsored them for £50.
More than £1,000 has been
pledged to the British Diabet-
ics Association children’s fund
following a 48-hour snooker
marathon in the 2 RTR WOs’
and Sergeants’ Mess at Lums-
den Barracks, Fallingbostel.

e i =

e
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Anna Burc takes c
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entre stage with players an

d referees at the end of

the 48-hour snooker marathon

A team of six — SSgts Rick

Burch and Geoff Austin, and
Sgts Taff Anderson, Al
Armitage, Pete Glen and Izaac

Hunt — played 113 frames and*

potted 9,517 points. Sgts Dave
Couzens, Steve Dennis and
Colin Peall refereed.

Inspiration for the event was
SSgt Burch’s daughter, Anna,
who has been diagnosed as
diabetic.

X+ S

In appreciation of SSAFA’s
support during their six-
month tour in Northern Ire-
land, the Muiinster-based
King’s Royal Hussars raised
DM 1,000 (about £450) for
the welfare organisation. The
money was presented by Lt
Rick Kalewski and SSgt Stu
Leaver from the families’ office
to SSAFA social worker Stuart
Armitage.

Stuart, who has been posted
to Dortmund, has received the
heartfelt thanks of the regi-
ment for his help and kindness
to families based at York Bar-
racks in Miunster.

Lt Kalewski has also pre-
sented a cheque for DM 7,000
(£3,167) raised by the KRH
for the Queen Elizabeth Mili-
tary Hospital Mammogram

RSN RO R . 0 o DL e e el

TEN YEARS ago Cpl Mike
Robbins was a man going
places. Recently married to
Monika, a German girl he
had met in Osnabriick, he
had been posted to a busy
stores section in Detmold.

It had been a hectic
period, with a heavy work-
load and many exercises.
One day, while warming up
for a Workshop Cup football
match, he noticed a peculiar
tingling sensation in his legs.

Over the next few months
it got progressively worse
until Mike could hardly
walk. His eyesight deterio-
rated dramatically.

Nothing obviously wrong
could be diagnosed so he was
sent to the Queen Elizabeth
Military Hospital, Woolwich
for further checks. Multiple
sclerosis (MS) was found to
be the cause of his problems.

MS arttacks the central
nervous system, affecting the
motor functions and, in the
worst cases, causing paraly-

\sis and blindness.

WO1 Mike Robbins (left) of 12 Supply Regiment RLC presents a
cheque for DM2,710 (£1,226) to Fit Lt Kim Bartlett (right), chair-
man of Mutual Support, the Armed Forces branch of the MS
Society. In the centre is Lt Col Michael Southworth, CO 12 Sp
Regt. Mike, who suffers from multiple sclerosis, raised the
money by making a sponsored parachute jump at Bad Lipp-

springe in Germany

A course of steroid med-
ication and a strong determi-
nation not to let the disease
get the better of him helped,
and Cpl Robbins returned to
his unit in Germany to

rebuild his life. Always a
keen sportsman, he adapted
his capabilities to fit in with
his day-to-day activities.
Postings and promotions
followed, and he started to

organise money-raising
events for ARMS, the self-
help Action and Research for
Multiple Sclerosis and the
MS Society.

Fellow-sufferer Flt Lt Kim
Bartlett RAF got in touch to
tell Mike there were others —
serving and dependants —
with MS in the Armed
Forces, and that a Service
group called Mutual Sup-
port had been formed to pro-
vide encouragement and
support.

Mike became Mutual
Support’s BFG contact. Maj
Gen Mike Grey, SSAFA
Controller, gave the group
his backing.

Now promoted WOI,
Mike Robbins is proof of
what can be achieved by a
positive outlook and a deter-
mined refusal to give in when
MS strikes.

Anyone who wants to
know more about Mutual
Support can contact him at
12 Supply Regiment, BFPO
44, or Wulfen Mil ext 2221 2./

3
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Right: Capt David Duddy, expedition leader, with ACF members who canoed the Grand Union Canal

Appeal. Fund-raising was
orchestrated by CO’s wife Mrs
Sarah Jane Shirreff and the
Families’ Office and received
tremendous support from the
wives of the regiment and the
rear party.
s G s o

Dishforth-based 9 Regi-
ment AAC has given £500 to
the Yellow Brick Road Chil-
dren’s Hospice Appeal in New-
castle upon Tyne.

The £5 million appeal aims
to build three children’s hos-

On the run: soldiers of 32 Fd Sqn, 58 Engr Regt pound tﬁé perimeter of Bugojno camp in Bosnia

pices in the North East.
e By

Lt Col Brian Pickup, CO 4
QLR, handed over a cheque
for £7,000 to Lt Col Mike
Hardy, North West regional
organiser for the Army Benev-
olent Fund. The presentation
was made at a training night
attended by the Brigade Com-
mander, Brig Jeremy Gaskell.
Events to raise the money
included  abseiling down
Blackpool Tower, a Krypton
Factor assault course run and

the Three Peaks cycle race.
Several local charities,
including the Girl Guides and
the County Air Ambulance,
have received cheques raised
by raffles at the Electronics
Branch, REME in Malvern.
ol o
Members of Colchester-
based 19 Regiment RA pre-
sented  cheques totalling
£2,200 to East Anglian
SCOPE and a local boy who
suffers from cerebral palsy.

The gunners raised the money
at a series of gun displays
throughout East Anglia.
< SR - ol

Staff from 14 Cadet Train-
ing Team based at Chilwell,
Nottingham and cadets from
Nottingham and Derbyshire
ACFs canoed 145 miles of the
Grand Union Canal and raised
about £1,500 each for Help
the Aged and the Kite Appeal
which is providing money to
build a new children’s hospital
in Derby.
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VISCOUNT Montgomery of
Alamein, son of the wartime
commander who helped found
Soldier and launched it with a
good luck message in the
spring of 1945, echoed his
father’s words when he pro-
posed a toast to the magazine
50 years on.

Speaking at a reception to
mark both the anniversary and
the opening of the
Soldier 1945-1995
exhibition at the
National Army
Museum, Lord
Montgomery said his
father had clear views
about soldiers.

“He was the
longest-serving  offi-
cer in the  British
Army this century in
years of continuous
active service and towards the
end of his time he said that
there were ‘no bad soldiers,
only bad generals’.”

Wry smiles turned to a roar
of laughter among his 250-
strong military and civilian
audience as he added:”Of
course, in the latter category he
was referring to others!”

Lord Montgomery said his
father considered the British
soldier to be second to none in
the communities of fighting
men. If properly led, he was
capable of anything and was
notable for his courage, his
cheerfulness and his humour;
he was staunch and tenacious
in defeat and kind and gentle in
victory.

“My father was involved in
the founding of this fine maga-
zine and would have strongly
approved of the toast I am
about to propose, which is to
the British Soldier, 50 Years
On.”

Opening the exhibition,
Defence Under Secretary Lord
Henley said that since its 1945
Brussels launch Soldier had
come a long way in terms of
its production technology,
appearance, image and market.

“When Soldier started it was
intended very much as a maga-
zine for the British Army of the
26

Lord Henley by

Rhine. Its readership is now
spread across all soldiers and
ex-soldiers and their families
and even the general public,
with subscribers in more than
50 countries throughout the
world.”

A superbly decorated birth-
day cake prepared by the Army
School of Catering’s Technical
Training Division, St Omer
Barracks, Aldershot,
was ceremonially
“cut” by the Adju-
tant General, Gen
Sir Michael Wilkes,
assisted by Emma
Reeves, youngest
member of the Sol-
dier staff.

The cake, des-
igned by Ms Jan
Burberry and carried
chef Mr Phil
Rosier, had been piped into the
reception by the magazine’s art
editor Les Gwyer, wearing the
uniform of the pipe band in
which he plays.

Other assistance with the
cake was provided by the Army
School of Catering’s Maj Rose-
mary Archer RLC, OiC TTD,
and Mr Kevin Byrne, SIO
TTD.

Lord Montgomery, son
of the Field Marshal,
raises a glass after quot-
ing his father’s words

Look into my eyes and | will make you remember. Three former
staff of Soldier swap reminiscences — photographers Arthur
Blundell (left) and Les Wiggs (right), refereed by former manag-
ing editor Roland Thick

Below: Gen Sir
Michael Wilkes,
the Adjutant Gen-
eral, cuts the Sol-
dier birthday
cake (close-up,
left) assisted by
Emma Reeves.
Inset left: The
cake, carried by

Mr Phil Rosier, is
# 3 piped in by Les

Gwyer
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TIMED almost 50 years to the day after
the first issue of Soldier appeared, the
reception to mark the opening of an exhi-
bition telling the magazine’s life story took
place in imposing surroundings.

Paintings of some of the great military fig-
ures of the past lined the walls of the
National Army Museum’s Art Gallery as
officers and soldiers of the present and
more immediate past gathered to share the
occasion with current and former staff and
representatives of many organisations
associated with both the British Army and
the magazine.

Former Soldier staff included five previ-
ous editors, two of whom, (Maj) Ernest
Turner and (Capt) John Grove, were
among a strong representation of the 1945
team.

Other “originals” who were there were
reporter (Capt) Richard Elley, photogra-
pher (Sgt) Desmond O’Neill, circulation
officer (Capt) Ted Tresise and contribut-
ing writers (Lt) Reg Foster and (Sgt) John
Prebble.

Staff from later years who were present
included Peter N Wood (editor 1962-79),
Peter Lawrence, Richard Garrett and
Dennis Bardens.

Guests travelled long distances to be
there; Mme Arlette Gondrée made a special
trip from the famous Pegasus Bridge Café

in Normandy, liberated on D-Day. Others
journeyed from Germany, Scotland and
Northern Ireland.

The 250-strong gathering, including rep-
resentatives of most levels of the British
Army, were able to stroll into the adjacent
Uniform Gallery for a “private view” of the

MAGAZINE OF THE BRITISH ARMY.

SOLDIER /

MAGAZINE &
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Half a century on . . . a message
from Montgomery
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Above: Len Oliver (right), loyal reader since
issue number one, shares a point of interest
in issue 750 with Laurie Milner, of the Imperi-
al War Museum

Left: FormerSoldier staff, with current man-
aging editor Chris Horrocks (standing, right).
Seated from left, Richard Elley, Ernest Turner
and Peter Lawrence; rear, Bob Hooper, John
Grove, Peter N Wood, and Desmond O’Neill

exhibition, which is open to the public
throughout the summer.

Many guests vowed to return on another
day with family and friends to take another,
more leisurely look at the Soldier display —
and the rest of the highly impressive
National Army Museum.

Admission to the museum, in Royal Hos-
pital Road, Chelsea, is free.

Pictures by Mike Weston, Laurie Manton and
CS Photography
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IMAGE is a key word at
the moment. Latest salvo
has come from
“recruiters” quoted in the
press as saying that
today’s youth are far too
soft for the Army.

| was delighted. | could
not agree more.

Of course, the “yoof”
haven't let the accusation
pass without comment.
One 23-year-old cleaner
from Peckham said he
thought he was fit. He had
even thought of joining up
but didn't fancy taking the
oath of allegiance to the
Queen.

It all started when Army
officials said that 43 per
cent of those who wanted
to join the Army were
rejected because they
were unfit or “mentally
less than robust”.

They added that people
are fatter than they used
to be and many had no
concept of how far a mile
is, let alone running it.

Back in Peckham a
young man thought the
problem lay in the lack of
travel. “Years ago people
warited to join the Army to
see the world. Now all
they get to see is Northern
Ireland,” he said.

Whatever the reason,
recruiting is down and by
April next year,we're told,
there will be significant
shortfalls in manpower.
So what’s to be done?

From my safe position
on the sidelines | would
suggest that it has a lot to
do with that word — image.

Starting this month a
new recruiting and promo-
tion campaign aims at
presenting soldiers as
less macho and more
ordinary, committed
people living up to their
potential and doing a valu-
able job.

Now that's all very well
and good but | think it will

take more than that to
attract the shell-suited
softies currently being
rejected by the Army's
recruiters.

| recently took part in a
Radio 5 discussion pro-
gramme which aimed to
look at women'’s role in the
Forces. One focus of the
discussion was the way in
which the military ! —
operated as a com-
munity. One of the
contributors was a
woman  currently
involved in legal
arguments  about
lesbianism in the
Services.

Setting aside that
particular argument
| have to say | was
impressed by her dignity
and her eagerness to say
that she had enjoyed Ser-
vice life and understood
the position of those who
had to interrogate her.

She seemed anxious
that everyone understood
that her argument was a
legal one. There was no
question of her being
unhappy with Service life.

Another contributor
talked about her experi-
ence of being sacked on
becoming pregnant.
Again, putting aside that
dispute, the impressive
feature of her testimony
was her love of life with
the Services and a long-
ing to return to it.

So why should these
women want to get back
into a life that civilians
still seem to see as one
of unthinking obedience
and boot-bulling?

| suggest it is because it
is a life which is ordered
and directed, where
everyone is accountable
for their actions and
everyone has to consider
the common good.

Time to stop apologising
for being in the Forces!

As regular readers will
know, | live in a village
dominated by the pres-
ence of US Forces. they
are so proud of being
American Service people.
They make no apologies
for their allegiance. Their
Government recognises
their loyalty in a lifelong

commitment to them.
— retired Service
1 people have

access to the local
bases with all the
amenities they
have to offer.

In Britain, we
seem to wheel
out our ex-Service
people once a year
or so. This year
they will get lots of
attention being picked up
and put down at the whim
of the media.

But what of next year?
What will happen when
there’s no convenient
anniversary for the film
crews and journalisis to
pin their stories on?

| can guess. The ex-
Service men and women
will be relegated to the
end of the snug bar where
their war stories are toler-
ated by the kindly regu-
lars.

If the new recruitment
campaign succeeds in
portraying  Servicemen
and women as people ful-
filling their potential and
attracts fit and healthy
applicants in vast num-
bers | shall be the first in
the audience to give them
a standing ovation. But |
don’t hold out much hope.

What's needed, in my
opinion, is a gutsier
approach. There has to be
less wooing and more
showing off. It really is
time to stop saying that
the Forces are a reflection
of civilian life. It's time to

start promoting the Ser-
vices as a model for
modern life. To do that the
Government — and by that
| mean the Government of
the day, not just this one —
should reward those who
join up with privileges.

Women who renounce
their independence to
follow their husbands
should have special con-
sideration. When they
can’'t construct a career
and a pension plan
because of turbulence
they should not have to
face the accusation that
they have given up their
jobs “voluntarily”. It's not
like being the wife of an
industrialist who moves
for economic reasons.

Young men and women
who want to join up should
be rewarded with extra
help with their education.
Ex-Service people should
be given priority when it
comes to housing and job
opportunities.

The time has come to
stop apologising for being
in the Forces. It is time to
be militant about the mili-
tary. Never mind the
Lycra-clad lobby who
want the “yoof” to fulfil
their potential. Those in
uniform have to start
shouting about their suc-
cesses.

| for one hope that the
new campaign says that
we've got something you
won't see every day.
We've got energy, we've
got challenges and we've
got small, spherical objects
— even the women!

And | hope that, above
all, it will promote the mes-
sage that we're proud to
say so.

@ Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS
radio. Write to her at
BFBS, BFPO 786; or c/o
Soldier.
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Lords decision gives war widows hope

WAR widows have won a
battle in their campaign over
pension rights.

Lord Freyberg's amend-
ment which would restore to
divorced widows the right to
a war pension was
approved by the House of
Lords, a defeat for the Gov-
ernment. If the Pensions Bill
is not reversed in the Com-
28

mons, the cost of restoring
pensions to war widows
who have been bereaved or
divorced from their second
husband is estimated to be
about £40 million.

War widows’ pensions
are forfeited on remarriage
or cohabitation, a penal and
widely-resented constraint
that condemns many to a

life of loneliness. In 1993,
one in 100 war widows
under the age of 50 took the
financial risk of re-marrying.

One war widow has said
that under present pension
rules, she would be allowed
to change pariners every
week without jeopardising
her pension - but was
barred from having a stable

relationship. The widow of a
man who left the Armed
Forces before 1973
receives only a third of her
late husband'’s military pen-
sion (as opposed to half
after 1973), and most
widows who married Ser-
vicemen after they left the
Forces receive no Forces
Family Pension at all.

HARD work has paid off
for five estate wardens
working with the Families’
Housing and Welfare Ser-
vice.

They are among the
first in the country to
achieve a number of units
of the housing National
Vocational Qualification
(NVQ).

The five wardens are
Dougie Vidler and John

FHWS wardens hit the NVQ trail

Matthews, both former
Royal Engineers, Gary
Gibbs of the NW Kent
FHWS, and Frank Flatt
and Brian Hearn, based at
Marchwood.

All five were appraised
by Chatham assessment
centre manager Maj
(Retd) Ron Goodin and

joint co-ordinator Lynne
Holland. Both are asses-
sors and verifiers.

The Chatham centre
has gone from strength to
strength since it was
approved to offer the
housing NVQ a year ago.
After an initial pilot opera-
tion, the NVQ has spread

throughout the FHWS,
with more than 130 candi-
dates now in the system
and 45 undertaking the
assessor qualification.

A sister centre has
been created in York to
handle candidates from
the North, Midlands,
Wales and Scotland.

Both Ron Goodin and
Lynne Holland have put a
considerable effort into
making the Chatham
centre one of the most
successful in the United
Kingdom. It is set to
expand into other NVQs
and is close to achieving
the Investors in People

award which demon-
strates the organisation’s
commitment to training
and development of staff.

The Defence Housing
Executive, which came
into being on April 1 to run
the married quarters
estate for all three Ser-
vices, has already
expressed its commit-
ment to the training initia-
tive.

JSTC
for the wo

SINCE its formation a
year ago, the Joint Ser-
vice Travel Centre has
developed into the
Armed Forces’ very own
“one-stop” travel shop.

The JSTC now pro-
vides a 24-hour opera-
tions room, teams at
three of London’s air-
ports, a family travel cell,
a visa service and a
booking operation which
handled about 250,000
transactions in the first
year.

Movements, booking -
and administration are
managed by three sepa-
rate squadrons within
the JSTC, which was
formed from the old Ser- -
vices Booking- ‘Centre
and the Joint Services
Air Trooping Centre.

The movements per-
sonhel, drawn from all
three Services, handle
the operational aspects,
including the support of
MoD staff using airports
for air trooping or sched-
uled commercial flights.

They also help indi-
vidual passengers
needing special assis-
tance, ranging from
VIPs to compassionate
cases.

Movements Squadron
staff form a vital link
in the compassionate
travel system, arranging
travel from the UK point
of arrival to the final des-
tination — using anything
from hire cars to heli-
copters.

Air reservations from
the UK are the responsi-
bility of the Booking
Squadron. This includes
travel by RAF Air Trans-
port Force, MoD charter
and civil chartered
flights.

The bookings staff
also provide quotations
for flights, special facili-

- your one-stop shop
rid ‘

ties for VIP travel, surface
travel bookings and indul-
gence flights.

Most JSTC business
customers prefer to travel
using fully flexible airline
tickets. The centre reck-
ons to provide the lowest
fares available on the
market on 95 per cent of
occasions.

Bookings on the Chun-
nel train by Eurostar and
Le Shuttle are offered by
the JSTC and it is negotiat-
ing for corporate dis-
counts from both
companies.

Chances of getting an
indulgence flight are said
to be better than ever.
Indulgence staff can also
give advice on alternative
methods of travel. Their
number is MoD Main
Building extension 81477
or 81478.

Leisure fare facilities are
available to Service and
ex-Service personnel, full
and part-time MoD civil-
ians and dependants.

More than 75 per cent of
bookings are made by
telephone, and a new,
more flexible system has
been installed.

From September 1 this
year a daily part-charter
will replace the Monday
and Friday VC10 flights to
Washington. The new ser-
vice will include onward
travel to other destinations
in the USA at discounted
and, it is hoped, leisure
fare arrangements for

SSAFA and the Royal
British Legion are among
leading welfare, charitable
and voluntary organisa-
tions which have signed up
to the Tribute and Promise
banner to highlight the
needs of the surviving ex-

01603 487171.
1673.

1 USA, Tokyo and Hong Kong destinations (Virgin
Atlantic) - 01293 747747.
1 European destinations Air UK, Stansted) -

1 BA Travel Shops holiday hotline — 0171 730

[ BA military sales hotline, including car hire and
hotel reservations — 0141 226 4321.

MoD personnel and their
relatives.

Constructive comments
on the centre's services
are welcomed by the Cus-
tomer Relations Desk on
MoD Main Building exten-
sion 81411.

Some facts you may not
know about the JSTC:

® The MoD is now BA's

'Service charities join tribute appeal

Serwce and civilian war-
time population.

The Tribute and
Promise campaign was
launched by Dame Vera
Lynn as part of the nation’s
50th anniversary events
commemorating the end of

largest
tomer;

@ More than 180 differ-
ent airlines are used a
year;

@® Half the indulgence
passage applications are
successful;

@® MoD has negotiated
discounted fares with more
than 30 airlines worldwide.

corporate  cus-

the Second World War.
August 20 has been set
aside as the day for the
community to pay its own
tribute to the elderly. The
project hopes to raise mil-
lions of pounds to help the
wartime generation.

Wing Commander John Macdonald RAF, commanding officer of the JSTC, pictured with a cross-section of his staff

Some useful discount numbers:

HOUSING TRUST

MANAGERS LEAVE

HOUSING Trust chief
executive Mr Mike Robin-
son is expected to receive
about £200,000 in sever-
ance pay following the for-
mation of the Defence
Housing Executive on
April 1.

He and another senior
manager, Mr Mark Taylor,
appointed on three-year
contracts to oversee the
creation of a housing trust
for MoD quarters, were
made redundant on March
31.

Mr Taylor is to receive
about £170,00, said
Armed Forces Minister Mr
Nicholas Soames in a
House of Commons writ-
ten answer. Payments to
both men will depend on
the final assessment of
performance against mile-
stones agreed with their

line management, he said.

Trust proposals had to
be abandoned when it
was concluded that the
proposed new body could
not properly be classified
to the private sector, and
would not therefore be
able to gain access to pri-
vate sector capital to fund
its operations and improve
the housing stock.

Mr Soames revealed
that in addition to the
Defence Housing Execu-
tive initiative, the MoD was
continuing to consider
alternative possibilities for
transferring the married
quarters estate to the pri-
vate sector.

The third manager
recruited to the trust, Mr
Colin James, has been
appointed chief executive
of the new housing body.
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NATOLOAN Elect is a new finance scheme, based on the
successful 'Options' type scheme in the UK, exclusively

available from Natocars for tax free, tax paid and used car

. purchases.

NATOLOAN Elect is designed to enable you to pay less per
month and change your car every 1, 2 or 3 years. Thus, you
can afford to buy a better car, carry on changing indefinitely
and enjoy financial security through the exclusive

NATOLQAN free insurances.

NATOLOAN Elect is unique because it is available on all
700+ models in the NATOCARS' range and used cars up to 3
years old, giving a greater choice for the future. Elect also

gives you the option of part exchange.

PHONE NATOLOAN HELPLINE 01278 446787 NOW,
or complete the coupon, and find out just how little you need

to pay each month for your next new car.

Natocars make it eaSier

to buy a better car with
Iower monthly payments

‘ . NATOCARS
A Rewarding Experience

Natocars Ltd., Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset TAG 4DG o Tel. 01278 455555 ¢ Fax 01278 450396

| Flease send me a NATOLOAN Elect finance illustration based on:-

Approx value of new/used (delete) CAr E..cvuvivvierenns

To be repaid over 36 /24 /12 months. Anticipated deposit £............ucu..
| Anticipated annual mileage: up to 12,000 miles [ | OR up to 18,000 miles {5 o o l

I | wish to part exchange my car and use all/part as a deposit. =

K am particularly interested in buying: Make / Model

Tax Free Carse

Tax Paid Cars

Used Cars
Car Insurance

Car Deposit

Savings Plan

Rank _ Initials: I
T T T e M S il B TP S sl e L e i o

Adress; . . .. g et b l
Tel. - work: extn: |

L home: Fax: oo o |

E Anticipated delivery date: |
For use in (Country):

‘ S NATOCARS Natocars Ltd., Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset TAG 4DG ¢ Tel. 01278 455566 ¢ Fax 01278 450596 SOLELECT



there’s money to be raised
arity, the British Army will turn
out in strength.

As our main picture shows, there
was no shortage of volunteers at Army
Training Regiment, Pirbright, when
£800 was rais
Red Nose
£1 each for minutes of aerc
Other events boosted the total to
£1,400.

Red noses were (unusually) in evi-
dence on Pirbright parade gro
when soldiers of ATR’s 76 Batt
underwent their final rehearsal before
hassing-out.

And the Officers’ Food Manage-

ment Course at the
Army School of Catering, St Omer
: Aldershot did not turn their
up at the chance to help when
et out to raise £500 for the char-
ity.

Using ingredients sponsored by
Naafi, they baked red-nose buns in the
Victualling Department and distrib-
uted them at local schools and Army
units in ange for a small donation.

These were just a few of the Army’s
contributions. As to how many other
events took place, and how much was
raised...who nose?

Above: Swinging and prancing in the rain —
sponsored aerobics at ATR Pirbright

Left: Hands-on experience for Sgt Chris
Howse of HQ Coy




Write to : SOLDIER Ordnance Road Aldershot Hants GU11 2DU

Stirring the pot
over ‘best chefs
in Bosnia’ claim

ALTHOUGH 1 found your
article on the chefs at Tomis-
lavgrad, “Their guests are in
for a treat” (March 6) a good
read I feel I must complain
about the wording of the final
paragraph, which has caused
controversy.

Master chef Sgt Paul Bailey
said: “We have a reputation as
the best cooks in theatre,
which could be why we get so
many visitors.”

I am sure Sgt Bailey and his
team are doing a sterling job
catering for those stationed in
and passing through TSG but
the comment about being “the

“We have a reputation as the [
best cooks in theatre, which |

could be why we get so many |
visitors.”

best cooks in theatre” upset
the remainder of the catering
element in both Croatia and
Bosnia.

Chefs, as we know, work
long hours in sometimes ardu-
ous conditions and have to be
adaptable. As just one exam-
ple, in Gorazde, due to supply
difficulties, the chefs have
often resorted to using locally

THANKS FOR
SUEZ FORUM

LAST year Soldier letters
included a selection of thought-
ful comments on the matter of
medals and the recognition of
service. Or, more correctly, the
lack of either.

The exclusion of Suez ser-
vice from formal recognition,
and the hurt and anger which
that decision engendered, have
been well aired. For a Suez vet-
eran who has been out of touch
these many years, it has been
encouraging.

May I, therefore, offer my

appreciation to all those earlier
contributors for their efforts to
right an injustice. My thanks,
also, to the magazine for pro-
viding a forum.

One day justice will be done
and we shall receive our medal.
Perhaps the 50th anniversary
will provide a stimulus and a
change of heart. Meanwhile,
the case for obtaining privately
minted commemoratives
seems more legitimate as the
years go by. — D Atkinson,
British Columbia, Canada.

IWM exhibit could help Suez cause

I THINK Laurie Milner’s plan
for a permanent Suez display
in the Imperial War Museum
(Letters, February 6) is excel-
lent and I am sure it will be
very useful to our medal cam-
paign.

I have dug into my memories
and sent on a few newspaper
cuttings and observations, and
I am sure other Suez veterans
have done the same. It is con-
jectured that when all these
“bits and pieces” are consoli-
32

dated the injustice of the non-
award will be overwhelming.

I do hope Fd Marshal Lord
Bramall stays in touch as the
exhibition will throw light on
the “original political ratio-
nale” (Letters, February 8,
1993). - C L Golder, Bolton.

@® P'S for | B Adams (Letters,
February 20): an ACC cook
once told me a veteran is an
old soldier who doesn’t eat
meat — sausage doesn’t count.
e G

chopped wood to fuel their
cooksets.

Each catering troop meets
its own problems and attempts
to cope with them accordingly.

Likewise, many chefs
throughout the theatre feel
they produce the best they can
with the rations provided,
without making such bold
statements. — Op Grapple
reader (name and address
supplied).

THE writer of your article,
“Their guests are in for a treat”
has obviously not visited the
small dingy hole that civilians
call Koncar.

We are thankful to have
three rather worn-out shells to
help us in the preparation of
the most magnificent food.

Word has been passed by the
“belly-load” to such faraway
places as Sarajevo, from where
they come and gorge them-
selves on what we consider to
be the best food available any-
where in theatre.

The Royal Navy in Divulje
Barracks have often indulged
in the excellent delights served
by Cpl Jim Kearney, Pte
Dougie Hall and Pte Andrew
(Bomber) Brown.

If this is not enough to set
your mouth watering, ask any
of the Canadians or New
Zealanders near Zepce, or var-
ious visitors from UK. - Sgt
Andy Comfort (and
others), Vehicle Electrician
Section, Force ES Coy, Gen
P1, BFPO 544.

What was
highest
NS rank?

AS A regular contributor
to Dury First, official jour-
nal of the Royal Australian
Regiment Association, I
have been asked to write
articles on National Ser-
vice in the British Army.

To complete the series I
am trying to uncover the
total number of NS offrcers
who were awarded a com-
mission between the com-
mencement of the
National Service Act of
July 1947 through to the
discharge of the last con-
scripts in 1963.

I am also seeking the
most senior rank that was
achieved by a National
Serviceman. Can readers
help? = Jim Jacobs, 15
Angus Close, Fareham,
Hants PO15 6BA.

“It's the Falklands this time Edna. .

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

® Reserve Forces Bill - Page 13

5
. we've had nothing but unaccompanied £
tours since he left the Regular Army and joined the Territorials.”

No shcrtage of work
for Remount Centre

IN YOUR article on the Equi-
tation School at. Weedon
(March 6), where, incidentally,
the Long: Course was ten
months and not six, the ques-
tion was asked in reference to
the Army Remount Centre,
Melton Mowbray, as to whom
did it remount in 1941.

At that time the majority of
remounts were required for the
mountain artillery and pack
transport units, which after
training in the Welsh moun-
tains came together in 1942 to
form part of the 52nd (Low-

i

land) Division in the north of
Scotland.

This division was trained in
mountain warfare for two main
reasons. First, to take part in
an invasion of Norway should
this be necessary, and secondly
to keep the Germans guessing
as to the area of the landings
for the second front.

Apart from a few riding
horses, the mountain artillery
had mules while the pack com-
panies used mostly Highland
ponies and Welsh cobs. There
were also a number of Canadi-
an horses which were being
shipped to the French Army
but diverted to the UK before
the fall of France.

The total horse and mule
strength of the mountain divi-
sion was about 3,000.

In addition to the RASC
Animal Transport Training
Wing at Aldershot, a number
of horse-drawn wagon compa-
nies were formed throughout
the UK to save fuel on short-
haul transport work in garrison

towns and dock areas.

It will be apparent that there
was considerable work for the
Remount Centre at Melton
Mowbray which, during the
war, was largely and efficiently
staffed by a branch of the
Women’s Land Army.

The total number of equines
was small compared to foreign
armies. The Russians started
the war with about 30 horsed
cavalry divisions and built up
to more than 70 by 1945. The
German Army had one cavalry
division in 1939 and later
formed the notorious Cossack
Cavalry Corps.

In addition, each of their 100
or so infantry divisions had an
establishment of more than
900 horse-drawn vehicles and
about 4,800 horses.

With an average loss of 865
horses a day for every day of
the war it is evident that the
German remount problems
must have been considerable. —
Maj (Retd) R A Hill, Melton
Mowbray.

Info, please

I ENLISTED in the Army
in December 1946 into
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
and did my initial training
at the 28 Inf L.dr Trg Bn in
Palace Barracks, Holy-
wood, near Belfast.

I understand there were
three such establishments
in the UK for training
potential leaders. Can any
reader give me informa-
tion on 28 Trg Bn and
what eventually happened
to the unit? - R J McCor-
mack, No 2, The Smyth
Flat, The Masters
House, St Johns WTB,
St John Street, Lich-
field, Staffs WS13 6PB.

ETTERS

L

Stick men
took a bit
of stick

TO me the position of stick
man (Letters, February 20)
was a myth. I was always of the
opinion that the guard duty
had to be extra smart, particu-
larly if they were to be in view
of the public.

Any man not quite up to
scratch would be chosen as
stick man. After all, you don’t
get rid of the smartest man on
parade.

Any soldier who mentioned
to me how many times he had
been made stick man got the
same reply: “It couldn’t have
been nice to know you weren’t
the smartest man on parade.”
Some got rather miffed. - A W
Cregan, London.

Secret Army

YOUR “Secret Army” article
(February 6) heightened my
respect for these potential
resistance fighters.

What was the strategic plan
behind this formation? Were
they to fight to the last bullet or
lump of explosive, or fight a
drawn-out battle with an occu-
pying enemy force? — H E
Clarke, Ipswich.

Candy cannon

CHIP’s cartoons in the Janu-
ary 23 issue making fun of
Army cost-cutting reminded
me so much of soldiering in
the UK in 1930. I have a pho-
tograph showing soldiers of
2nd Glosters grouped around
a Tate sugar box with an
attached pipe representing an
anti-tank gun. - F E Wright
(late Glosters), Devon.

Tattoo scenery took a tumble

LT COL Rodney Bashford’s
glowing review of the new CD
of the great Army showbiz
days of the Aldershot Tattoo
1932-8 (Reviews, December
12, 1994), reminds me of
something he mentions — the
“fantastic representation of
the Field of the Cloth of
Gold”.

A giant backdrop scenery of
the Palace of Ardes, which I
saw and photographed by

peeping over the Rushmore

Arena fence, was in fact blown

down in a gale and smashed a
few days before the tattoo was
due to open,

But the sappers undertook a
crash project and made anoth-
er one half the size — just in
time. — Capt (Retd) W A
Ewbank MC RE, Upland,
Indiana, USA.

® More letters on next page

33



-

////////]/.L j\\i\\\\\\-

AN EXCLUSIVE COMMEMORATIVE
MEDAL TO MARK SERVICE IN THE

allE

195154  CANAL ZONE 195657

STRUCK IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE AND DESIGNED

TO THE EXCEPTIONAL STANDARDS FOR WHICH

AWARD PRODUCTIONS LTD, ARE RENOWNED. THIS

MEDAL MARKS THE SERVICE OF PARTICIPANTS AND

SUPPORT PERSONNEL AT AN ALL INCLUSIVE COST OF

£28 INCLUDING POSTAGE AND INSURANCE FOR THE
FULL SIZE (36mm) VERSION.

COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS MAY NOT BE WORN ALONGSIDE OFFICIAL DEGORATIONS
WRITE, PHONE OR FAX FOR APPLICATION FORMS TO:

AWARD PRODUCTIONS LTD.,
DEPT E, P.O. BOX 30,
HASLEMERE, SURREY GU26 6UT, UK.

PHONE: 01428-607267 — FAX: 01428-605672

10% OF THE NET COST OF EACH MEDAL WILL GO
DIRECTLY TO: THE EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE
SOCIETY (COMBAT STRESS).

(AWARD PRODUCTIONS LTD., MEDALLISTS TO THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, ARE

ALSO SPONSORS OF THE NATIONAL SERVICE, NORMANDY CAMPAIGN, PEACE,

ARCTIC CAMPAIGN, BOMBER COMMAND & EX-P.OW, COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS
STRUCK ON BEHALF OF THE RELEVANT ASSOCIATIONS).

—— )\
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Romance and

a rusted-up
tank officer

IN THE run-up to its 50th anniversary, Soldier was able to per-
suade many surviving members of its 1945 staff to share their rec-
ollections. One who escaped the net was former Lt Charles Smith

. . until we received this letter, faxed from Canada:

I JOINED Soldier around Sep-
tember 1945. I had just spent
three years in a prisoner-of-war
camp in Germany, having been
captured in the Western
Desert in 1942 while serving
with the Royal Tank Regiment.

Since no one seemed to
know what to do with rusted-
up tank officers, I was senton a
sort of indefinite leave, during
which I met an old pal from the
London Evening Standard who
suggested [ might find it a lark
if I could wangle a transfer to
the British Army Newspaper
Unit, then run by Army Wel-
fare 3, at its London HQ.

This I did, and a couple of
months later I was back in Ger-
many on the Soldier editorial
team, where my boss in Ham-
burg was Capt Jack Hallows, a
former Daily Mail news editor.
Another writer at the time was
John Prebble, later to become
author of Culloden, The High-
land Clearances and several
novels, while a senior figure
was SSgt Haig Gudenian, who
later became my editor at Fohn
Bull magazine.

After my demob in 1946 I
was invited to carry on working
for Soldier as a civilian, first in
London and then in Hamburg.

Ernest Turner — author of Boys
Will Be Boys and What the
Butler Saw — was the London
editor and John Grove the
editor in Hamburg.

On arriving in Hamburg, 1
was greeted in the editorial
office by a very beautiful girl
named Hilde Weber. Born in
Danzig, she had worked after
the war for a German newspa-
per set up by MilGov in
Lubeck, which she later left to
work as an editor and transla-
tor for the Canadian Army
newspaper Maple Leaf.

When that folded, she took
off for Hamburg and a job with
Soldier. For me, it was love at

first sight. Three days later I .

proposed and much against
her better judgement she final-
ly accepted. i

This family can offer you
50th birthday greetings from
three ex-Soldier editorial staff:
Hilde, myself, and my brother-
in-law, Karl-Heinz Bottger, a
former German officer who
met and, married my wife’s
sister Gerda while he was
working in Hamburg for Sol-
dief. — Charles W Smith, 812
Frederick Road, North
Vancouver, British Colum-
bia, Canada V7K 2Y3.

CONGRATULATIONS on
your 50th anniversary edition
of Soldier — a splendid way to
celebrate the milestone.

Like others you mention I,
too, can claim to have read
every copy published. I joined
what was then the Boys Bat-
tery Royal Artillery at Wool-
wich in June 1945 and was
able to get hold of the editions
published previously. I have
bought every one since.

One point in your 50-year
sport round-up — Keith Miller
was not a petty officer but a
pilot, flying night fighters in
the RAAF.

Keep up the good work. I

50 years of reading

look forward to receiving Sol-
dier for many more years. —
Graham Day, Port Glas-
gow.

I AM happy to have been a
reader of Soldier throughout
your first 50 years.

I doubt that there is a Ser-
vice magazine in the world
that can touch the standard
that people like me enjoy.

The old eyes, like the old
soldier, are getting dim, but I
hope to enjoy the company of
your most excellent magazine
for many years to come. —
Donald R Hordle, North-
wich, Cheshire.




A growing number of
professional soldiers, some
from regiments with which
he has close connections,
are using their Army
expertise to help the Prince
of Wales with a personal
development programme
which has changed the
lives of thousands of young
people between the ages of
16 and 25.

PRINCE Charles believes that the
British Army produces the best lead-
ers in the world, so soldiers are enlist-
ed as team leaders to undertake an
80-day secondment which includes 20
days of training and course prepara-
tion.

The first soldiers recruited to the
Prince’s Trust Volunteers (PTV),
founded in 1991, ranged in rank from
corporal to captain.

Typical of those working for the
organisation, whose leaders train both
unemployed and employed young
people taking part in a 60-day nation-
al programme, is WO2 Roy Barrett of
The Staffordshire Regiment.

A veteran of the Gulf War and six
tours of duty in Northern Ireland,
WO2 Barrett, who has 24 years’ ser-
vice and a mention in despatches to his
credit, joined the PTV on pre-release,
having read about it in a
resettlement bulletin.

“l am interested in
youth work, so it seemed
almost tailor-made for
me. I jumped in, and
have never regretted it,”
he said.

“I found that I was
putting into practice all
the skills the Army
taught me over the years.
The programme has so
many management qual-
ities, and any soldier
thinking of a civvy street
career in human
resources management,
for instance, could do
worse than have a look at
what PTV offers and see if it is for
them.”

Sgt Ken Fudge, Royal Signals, who
was discharged in March after 22
years’ service, and his predecessor as a
team leader on Teesside, Gordon
Highlander Lt Dougie Graham — sec-
onded at the end of five years’ service —
have also both gained an invaluable
experience of civilian life.

It was a culture shock for Lt
Graham to have three team members
who were on probation but it intro-
duced him to an alien and sometimes
difficult environment which has
helped him in a psychology course at
Newcastle University.

The aim of the Trust is to build up
the self-esteem and confidence of
young people, both employed and

CSgt Jack Lemmon, Para puts volunteers through their paces at Sandhurst

ust-worthy
oldiers help
oung people

&

PRINCELY TASK

PTV liaison officer is former
16th/5th Lancer Maj Charles
Winstanley. He knows of no
other job like his within the
TA, and finds that the spirit
of co-operation when he
mentions the Prince “is a

joy to behold!”

deprivation course and night activities.

It was the first opportunity the
cadets had had to lead others, and
there was a mutual benefit, with both
learning much about leadership tech-
niques.

Employers realise that releasing
people for programmes is one of the
best things they have done in human
resource management because of their

unemployed, through experience in commu-
nity work.

The Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst,
has also helped by presenting four teams of
Trust volunteers with a challenge set by the
Rowallan Company.

Maj David Pointet, RA, OC Rowallan
Company, devised 24-hour programmes
including fieldcraft, navigation skills, a sense

employees’ enhanced abilities, while
the unemployed enter the job market with
boosted confidence and skills.

Soldiers from corporal to captain gain
immense satisfaction from watching a posi-
tive attitude develop under their leadership,
with young people learning to face up to the
tough challenges set by the Army.

@ Information from The Prince’s Trust
Volunteers is available on 0171- 430 0378.
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SOLDIER

to Soldier

Gurkhas given
actor Brian’s
blessing

OTHER projects permitting, actor
and mountaineer Brian Blessed is
hoping to be in London on May 20
to run an auction in aid of the
Gurkha Welfare Trust.

The auction will be part of the
fun at a Kukri Ball at Cadogan
Hall, Duke of York's Headquar-
ters, Chelsea. In true Gurkha
style, the evening will be based on
raksi (drink), bhat (curry) and
nautch (dancing). About 250
guests are expected to attend.

A champagne reception with
Gurkha pipes and drums will be
followed by dinner, tombola, raffle
and magicians. Tickets are 2,500
rupees (about £35).

Cover marks
new command

LAND Command's birth on April 1
has been marked by a special
commemorative cover produced
by the British Forces Post Office.

All profits from the sale of the
limited edition cover, which bears
the insignia of Land Command's
principal formations, will go to Ser-
vice charities.

The cover bears the 24p special
edition stamp issued in 1992 to
commemorate the 40th anniver-
sary of the Queen’s accession.

Only 2,450 covers have been
produced, 2,000 “standard” at £2
each and 450 in a silk finish bear-
ing VIP signatures.

Fifty each of the silk edition are
signed by Defence Secretary Mal-
colm Ritkind (£15), Armed Forces
Minister Nicholas Soames (£15),
and Chief of the General Staff Gen
Sir Charles Guthrie (£12);100 by

Land Command's first C-in-C,
Gen Sir John Wilsey (£10); and
200 by Lt Gen Sir Michael Rose
(£10), the Deputy C-in-C.

Orders should be sent to the
Philatelic Officer, HQ Land Com-
mand, Erskine Barracks, Wilton,
Salisbury, Wilts SP2 OAG.
Cheques payable to Central Bank
HQ Land Command. Please
include 50p pé&p.

@® Another commemorative
cover marks the closure of the
NCOs’ Tactical Wing at Brecon,
which became the Infantry Train-
ing Centre (ITC) Wales on April 1.

Of the 3,000 covers printed, 50
have been signed by the Director
of Infantry, 50 by the Commander
Infantry Training and 50 by the
Commandant ITC Wales.

Signed covers cost £5 and
unsigned covers £2, plus 30p
postage. Proceeds go to the Army
Benevolent Fund and local chari-
ties and covers may be obtained
from OC PRI, ITC Wales, Brecon,
Powys, tel Brecon mil 2518/2618.

Victory Club
pays tribute

IN 1944 the Victory Services Club
in London was given its present
name as a tribute to the expected
outcome of the war.

During that year an appeal for
funds was launched from Mansion
House with the support of the Lord
Mayor of London, Sir Frank
Newson Smith.

The fund-raising enabled the
club, formed in 1907, to move in
1948 from small premises in Hol-
born to its present site in Seymour
Street, near Marble Arch.

Appropriately, the present Lord
Mayor, Alderman Christopher
Walford, visited the club on March
21 when at a luncheon the Victory
(Services) Association affirmed its
support to the concept of Tribute
and Promise, designated by the
Government for the nation's com-
memoration of the 50th anniver-
sary of the end of the war.

Ald Walford, who was a Nation-
al Serviceman in the Royal
Artillery, subsequently served for
many years in the Honourable
Artillery Company. The club,

You won't get a better deal on a car than from
Natocars. New or used plus part exchange. Buy
before you go - Drive away when you arrive.

CALL YOUR NATOCARS HOTLINE

01278 455555
‘ " NATOCARS

N A Rewarding Experience RS
Wylds Rd. « Bridgwater « Somerset = Fax 01278 450396

It's a
pushover
for the

Royal
Scots

whose fine facilities include
double and single bedroom
accommodation for 300 members,
is open to all ranks of the Armed
Forces, serving and retired, and
their spouses, as well as widows
of ex-Service personnel.

Medallions for
Anzio veterans

WHEN members of the Italy Star
Association (ISA) and the Sher-
wood Foresters  Association
attended events to mark the 50th
anniversary of the landings at
Anzio last April they received a
special honour.

At an impressive ceremony the
veterans were presented with a
commemorative medallion by the
town mayor on behalf of the citi-
zens of Anzio and Nettuno.

Since then, requests have been
received from veterans and
widows unable to attend the cere-
mony but who wish to obtain a
medallion.

Through the efforts of an Italy
Star Association member who
lives in Rome, the Anzio town
council has agreed to supply
medallions to those who took part
in the campaign at Anzio, at a cost
of £6.50 each, including postage,
provided at least 50 are ordered.

The bronze medallion, suitably
inscribed in ltalian, is for souvenir
purposes only — it cannot be worn
as a chest decoration. Any veter-

Lt Col Robbie Scott-Bowden (right), com-
manding officer of the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Scots, presents a cheque for £3,000
to Lt Col lain Shepherd of the Army Benevo-
lent Fund at Redford Barracks, Edinburgh.
The Royal Scots raised the money by
organising a variety of events, including a
sponsored bed-push, an aerobothonandan
180-mile run from Edinburgh to Inverness

an who is qualified and, who
wishes to buy a medallion can
apply to the ISA with particulars of
service at Anzio (regiment, battal-
ion, etc) with a cheque-payable to
the association. Cheques will be
returned in the event of insufficient
support.

Applications should be made to
G Swain (2/7 Bn Queens Royal
Regt), National Secretary, lItaly
Star Association, 76 Manor Road,
New Milton, Hants BH25 5EN.

Your poetry
NP, .~

THERE is rarely room in Soldierto
publish more than a short quota-
tion in verse — but budding bards
need not despair.

Suzy Goodall, of Peterbor-
ough’s Arrival Press, is collecting
verse from members of the Armed
Forces and their families about
their lives and how service of their
country affects them.

Readers are invited to submit
up to two poems, each no longer
than 30 lines, for an anthology.

The work should be sent, with
self-addressed envelope, by May
31 1995 to Arrival Press, The
Armed Services, 1-2 Wainman
Road, Woodston, Peterborough
PE2 7BU.

And there's a bonus — Arrival
Press tell us all those who have
work published will be offered roy-
alties.

Lodge VC’s
headstone
IS restored

AN HONOUR guard of ten from Q
(Sanna’s Post) Headquarters Bat-
tery, 5 Regiment, Royal Artillery,
took part in a service of rededica-
tion of a restored headstone for
Gnr Isaac Lodge VC on the 95th

anniversary of his gallantry on

March 31.

Battery = Commander  Maj
Edward Grace had been
approached by Lt Col Mike Dar-
mody, general secretary of the
Royal Artillery Charitable Fund,
about the bad state of disrepair of
Gnr Lodge's grave in Hendon
Park Cemetery, London, and the
battery had taken on the task of
restoring it as a project.

At the service The King’s Troop
was represented by two swords-
men and six trumpeters who
played the Last Post and Reveille
as the youngest gunner, Gnr
Damien Turner, placed a wreath.
Also present was Maj Gen Tony
Stone, Regimental Honorary
Colonel and a former commander
of Q Battery.

A reception was held later at St
John's Wood, where Gnr Lodge
joined a service battery before
going to India with B Battery, RHA.

Gnr Lodge stuck to his guns
during an action in the Boer War
despite accurate sniping which
picked off all other members of his
section near Bloemfontein. Three
other VCs were awarded, to Q
Battery's Maj Edmund Phipps-
Hornby, Sgt Charles Parker, and
Driver Horace Glassock.

Ball will aid
SSAFA

VE-DAY events in London include
a Victory Ball at the Café Royal on
May 5 for 3,000 younger guests
and 500 veterans. Part of the pro-
ceeds will benefit SSAFA.

Tickets are £38 until April 23,
when the price goes up to £40.
Details from 0171-931 8849.

RIEFINGS

2nd Battalion, The Mon-
mouthshire Regiment OCA
(London Group): Annual
reunion, May 6, at the Plough, 27
Museum Street, London WCH1.
Details from S J Stapleton on
0181 560 2203.

105 Provost Company RMP, BT
Austria: Members’ reunion, Birm-
ingham, May 20. Details from Bill
Taylor 01252 548693 or 01252
524826.

Royal Scots Dragoon Guards’
Association: Annual reunion at
the Union Jack Club, London, May
20. Details from J L Foreman,
Secretary London Branch, 1134
Eastern Avenue, Newbury Park,
lIiford, Essex.

1st The AQueen’s Dragoon
Guards Regimental Associa-
tion: Reunion buffet lunch in the
Victory Services Club, London
on May 21.- Details from Regi-
mental Secretary, Home HQ,
QDG, Maindy Barracks, Cardiff
CF4 3YE (tel 01222 227611 ext
8213).

Herts and Beds Yeomanry: 86th,
135th, 191st Fd Regts; 79 HAA
Regt, 148th Fd Regt and 52nd Hy
Regt; post-war Herts/Beds Yeo
units. Annual meeting and reunion
at TA Centre, Marsh Road, Luton,
June 3. Enquiries to Hon Sec R J
Currell, 28 St Margaret's Close,
Old Fletton, Peterborough PE2
9EA.

2 Queens Colours: The Colours
of 2nd Battalion, The Queen's
Regiment are to be‘laid up in Can-
terbury Cathedral on June 1. A
reception and luncheon will follow
the service. All former Queens-
men welcome. Details and tickets
from the Secretary on 01227
818054.

Motor cycle despatch riders:
Reunion on June 17-18 to coin-
cide with South Devon Railway
Trust “Railway at War” weekend,
Buckfastleigh. Details from W A
Wright, 31 Hillcroft Crescent,
Oxhey, Watford WD1 4PB (tel
01923 229962).

Prince Rupert School, Wil-
helmshaven 1947-72: The Wil-
helmshaven Association is
planning a reunion in June for ex-
pupils and staff. Details and
newsletter from Mrs Hilary
Seaborn, 37 Daking Avenue, Box-
ford, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 5QA
(tel 01787 210177).

El Adem Radio Service
(TEARS): Third reunion planned
for June. Presenters, controllers,
librarians, technicians and listen-
ers sought. Contact John Moir on
01705 595489.

Staffordshire Regiment: Annual
reunion combined with celebra-
tion of 50th anniversary of VJ Day,
August 19, Lichfield City and Whit-
tington Barracks, Lichfield, Details
from RHQ, The Staffordshire Reg-

A | ]

Senior appointments — Maj Gen
S Cowan to be Inspector General
of Doctrine and Training in the
rank of lieutenant general from
March 20 in succession to Lt Gen
Sir Peter Duffell.

Maj Gen R J Hayman-Joyce to
be Master General of the Ord-
nance in the rank of lieutenant
general from April 28 in succes-
sion to Gen Sir Jeremy Blacker.

Maj Gen M | E Scott to be Mili-
tary Secretary from April 13 in suc-
cession to Maj Gen R J
Hayman-Joyce.

More Briefings on Page 39

Maj Gen J M F C Hall to be
GOC Scotland from April 12 in
succession to Maj Gen M | E
Scott.

Maj Gen A | G Kennedy to be
Senior Army Member Royal Col-
lege of Defence Studies from April
21 in succession to Maj Gen D P
Thompson.

Colonels — C R Langton - To
HQ LONDIST, April 1; M E Romilly
- To CBDE, March 29; A E
Thompson — To 1 Mech Bde HQ &
Sig San, April 1.

Lt Cols - T H Eveleigh, REME

iment, Whittington Barracks, Lich-
field, Staffs WS14 9PY (enclose
sae please).

40th Regiment Royal Artillery:
Lowland Gunners regimental
reunion, August 26-28 in Edin-
burgh. All past and present mem-
bers welcome. Details from WO2
(BSM) K G Doyle, Tac Ops, 40th
Regiment RA, Girdwood Roule-
ment Battalion, BFPO 806 (tel
01232 429507).

RE Darland Boys’ Association
1939-41: 15th reunion at King
Charles Hotel, Gillingham, Sep-
tember 8. Details from Jim Win-
chester, 8 Durham Road, Luton
LU2 ORB (tel 01582 27569).

1st Battalion, The Wessex Regi-
ment (Rifle Volunteers):
Farewell parade before amalga-
mation on September 17 in
Devizes. Final officers’ dinner,
September 30. Final WOs' and
Sgs’ dinner, September 2. All
former members of messes and
regiment welcome. Details from
Chief Clerk, 1 Wessex, Le
Marchant Barracks, Devizes,
Wilts SN10 2ER (tel 01380
723145).

Gordon Highlanders London
Association: Reunion dinner in
London on November 17. Details
from M H Burge, 19 Barricane,
Woking GU21 1RB. London Asso-
ciation covers all of southern Eng-
land.

— To HQ UKLF, March 27; R N
Kendell, RTR — To be CO 4/5
Rangers March 29; J W Lanham,
AGC(PRO) - To RMP UKLF,
March 27; P Morgan, REME — To
BLO Germany, March 27; S F
Sibley, RAVC — To MoD April 1.

RETIREMENTS

Colonels — A J Dobson, late Int
Corps, March 30; P A Goddard,
late LI, March 31; W B Ibbetson,
late GH, March 31; J L Longman,
late RTR, March 31; B G G Nichol-
son, late RA, March 31.
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REVIEWS

SIX hour-long “Victory”
videos released by British
Pathé News have joined the
fast-growing library of titles in
this medium marking the 50th
anniversary of VE-Day and
documenting the Second
World War in general.

The first three in the Pathé
series, entitled Soldier, Sailor
and Airman, tell the story of
ordinary Servicemen in their
own words, with narration by
Michael Elphick.

Soldier follows “the great
British Tommy” from the
trenches of France to the
deserts of North Africa and
traces his progress from call-up
through to his first taste of
active service and on to the joys
of demobilisation.

The second group of three
titles, narrated by Willie Rush-
ton, focuses on Home Front
memories, dealing with The
Blitz Years, The Long Years
and The Victory Years.

Each is priced at £12.99, or
in two boxed sets of three at
£34.99 each.

Six historical documentaries
from Polygram Video to mark
the VE-Day anniversary cover
the battles of France, Britain,
Midway, Stalingrad, Nor-
mandy and Berlin.

Their archive film includes
rare colour footage and is
enhanced by “3-D” graphics.

Each two-hour tape costs
£12.99.
From DD Video comes

Britain’s Victory in Europe,
which again uses rare colour
footage as well as black-and-
white film as it charts the
progress of the Allies across the
Rhine and into the heart of
Germany.

This 65-minute tape, which
also records victory celebra-
tions at home, is priced at
£12.99 or is available direct
(plus £1 postage) from DD
Video, 5 Churchill Court, 58
Station Road, N Harrow,
Middx HA2 7SA.

The same company is also
releasing two long unavailable
38

feature films from the war
years.

Now It Can Be Told fea-
tures wartime heroes of the
resistance and Special Opera-
tions Executive, including
Capt Harry Roe and Jacque-
line Nearne, showing how they
were trained and recreating
their hazardous missions on D-
Day.

Journey Together, a bril-
liant documentary-drama with
a very young Richard Atten-
borough alongside Edward G
Robinson, describes the ardu-
ous training of RAF pilots,
bombers and navigators.

Both are available at £12.99
or direct from DD Video (see
above).

Small-screen
documentaries
mark VE-Day

Other recent video releases
include:
South Africa’s Fighting Forces.
Review of the major campaigns
and battles from Isandlwana,
Rorke's Drift, Ladysmith, the
Somme, Tobruk and Korea to the
bush wars of recent years. Takes
a look at the country's special
forces. DD Video, 53 min, colour
and b/w, £1299 or (with £1
postage added) direct from DD
Video (address in column 1).

Triumph Over the Will. Leni
Riefenstahl's famous film record
of the 1934 Nuremburg Rally,
banned for 50 years, plus recent-
ly-rediscovered Day of Freedom
showing Germany’s pre-war mili-
tary might. DD Video, 127 min, b/w.

The Battle of the Bulge. rare
footage helps tell story of this cru-
cial episode of the Second World
War. DD Video, 55 min, Colour
and b/w.

FOR old soldiers there will be
a distinct feeling of déja vu in
the introduction to My Moving
Tent — Diary of a Desert Rat.

It will not be illusory, either,
as many wartime soldiers will
recognise A A Nicol’s descrip-
tion of his call-up in 1939 and
his induction to the Army.

For them, his words will pro-
vide an instant flash-back.

This book is an impression
of what conditions were like for
the average soldier in North
Africa and other theatres —
rough and tough.

There was sadness when
comrades became casualties
but there were laughs, too.

As Mr Nicol’s story of sol-
diering throughout the war
unfolds, so it improves.

His account was compiled
from his wartime diaries as he -
moved around the world.

It is interesting and read-
able. -JM

My Moving Tent by A A Nicol.
Pentland Press, £19.50.

EIGHTY years ago, Gallipoli,
the Turkish peninsula on the
western shore of the Dard-
anelles, was the scene of a
massive blunder which cost
thousands of lives.

As First Lord of the Admi-
ralty, Winston Churchill’s aim
in sponsoring a naval action
followed by a full-scale inva-
sion on April 25, 1915, was to
knock the Turks out of the
First World War.

As we know only too well,
the plan failed and by January,
1916, when the last man was
evacuated from the peninsula,
Allied casualties totalled
205,000, of whom 43,000
died.

Of the 410,000 British
Empire troops who took part,
39 were awarded the VC.
Their stories are told by
Stephen Snelling inVCs of the
First World War — Gallipoli.

Some stayed in the Forces

SOBERING STORIES
OF GALLIPOLI VCs

and achieved promotion,
while others, like many 1914-
18 heroes, died young from
their wounds or faded into
obscurity.

The chapter about 1st Lan-
cashire Fusiliers, six of whom
won their VCs “before break-
fast” on invasion day, stands
out.

The battalion stormed the
heavily-defended beach at
Cape Helles with little chance
of success and within less than
24 hours could muster only
16 officers and 304 men out
of a total of 1,029.

This slaughter on a grand
scale was to be repeated many
times with other units.

Eighty years on, it is difficult
to imagine what the VCs
thought and felt at the time.

Or is it? The author took
four years to research their
stories and his vividly detailed
and well illustrated accounts

maké compulsive if sobering
reading. .

He also helps to put the
events of April, 1916 into
strangely ironic perspective.

As he writes in his introduc-
tion: “To the majority of the
39 VC winners, the acts of
valour performed on the bat-
tlefields of the Gallipoli
Peninsula or in the waters of
the Dardanelles marked the
zenith of their military careers
and, for some, their whole
lives.

“Their experience was

probably best summed up by
Leonard Keysor, the London-
born Australian bomb-throw-
er of Lone Pine fame, who
once confessed: ‘The war was
the only adventure I ever
had’.”
VCs of the First World War -
Gallipoli by Stephen Snelling.
Alan Sutton Publishing, hard-
back, £17.99.




HOW

ARE YOU'? COMPETITION 609

The pictures here are from our Frank
Finch cartoon archives. Find ten dif-
ferences in detail and you could be
£50 richer or win a new book. Circle
the differences in the right-hand
picture, cut out the whole panel,
add your name and address and send
to HOAY 609, Soldier, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot GUl11 2DU by
May 5. Do not include anything else

in your envelope. More than one entry
can be submitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The first correct
entries drawn will be the winners. No
correspondence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the winner of the
£50 first prize and two runners-up
will be announced in the May 29
issue.

OBSERVANT W’N

Name: (Give rank or title)

£§q

Address:

:

_!‘—-—‘"“'

Ty T
l'__\‘_lli‘i‘i_ ‘_ (

Competition No 606 (March 6 issue): Congratulations to Pte Parkin, of 31 Sqn, Op Grapple 5, BFPO 544, who wins £50. Book prizes
go to runners-up Mrs G A Reid, of Leven, Fife and Pte A J Martin, of Signal Platoon, HQ Coy, 1 Cheshire, BFPO 813.

BRIEFINGS

News sought of Sgt Frederick H
Lovell RA, from Sunderland, sta-
tioned in Brussels in 1944. Replies
to N Bicknell, 9 Loring Road,
Sharnbrook, Bedford MK44 1JT
(tel 01234 781711).

D Swan would like to hear news of
Sgt T B (Bertie) John, Coldm
Gds, with whom he served at RAC
OCTU Sandhurst in 1944. Replies
to 101 Penallta Road, Ystrad
Mynach, Hengoed, Mid Glamor-
gan CF8 7GN (tel 01443 815439).

Research student researching
period of National Service wishes
to interview anyone in Essex area
who served in Armed Forces
1945-63 as a National Service-
man or Regular. Of particularly
interest are those who saw active
service in Malaya, Korea and
Cyprus. Contact S J Martin c/o
Department of History, University
of Wales, Lampeter, Dyfed, Wales
SA48 7ED.

James Blackstock wishes to trace
his stepbrother, Anthony Bennitt,
with whom he has lost touch since
Tony was posted fromn Telford to
Germany. Replies to 27 Lime
Grove, Ryton, Tyne and Wear
NE40 3RH.

Dirk Aerts of De Mosten 21, 9255
Buggenhout, Belgium, wishes to

hear from anyone who has news
of Hugh Bell (REME or RAQOC),
believed to be from Ireland, who
was stationed in Buggenhout
1944-45.

Colin Gifford seeks ex-Devon and
Dorsets with whom he served in
1972-81, especially B and C Coys
and MT Platoon, and Mike
(Nobby) Clarke, Ernie Chapple
and Kevin and Lyn Rickson
(Turner). Replies to him at 19
Tramways, Plainmoor, Torquay,
Devon TQ1 4RZ.

Elderly lady living in Flushing,
Netherlands, seeks news of Gnr H
Bamforth and Gnr H Hill (both
serving with 394 LAA Battery,
120th Regt RA) who billeted there
in 1944-45 and visited her and her
family frequently. Gnr Bamforth
came from Huddersfield, Gnr Hill
from Wolverhampton. Replies to J
Tuyman, Oude Vlissingseweg 47,
4336 AB Middelburg, Nederland.

APRIL

347009).
may

JUNE

Melton Mowbray
JULY

Until the autumn: Soldier 50th a wema:yexhlb B
Army Museum, Royal HospRal Road Chelsea. Adrmssmn free.

28-30: The Aidershul Show Rushmoor Arena (tel 01252 347152 or

5-6: Artislery Open Day, Larkh;!l Pubhc day May B. (enqumas 01980
B75632; tickets/bookings 01980 675434).

21: Cavalry Sunday annual parade and service of Combined Cavat—
ry Oid Comrades in Hyde Park. Saiuie to be taken by the Queen.

7-8: Beating Retreat, Guards Massed Bands, Horse Guards Wh!ta— :
“hall, in aid of Army Benevolent Fund and Household Division chari-
ties. Tickets: 0171 839 5323. (All reserved seats £10, £8, £5.)

11: British Mule Socwtys Mute Day at Dsffence Ammat Cemm

18-29: 105th ﬁoyaj Taummm Earl’s Court.
® To mciude pubkc evems in rh:s dfa:y, contact the Ed:tor

Military historian seeks written or
verbal accounts from soldiers who
were present at the Battle of Wadi-
Akarit, April 6, 1943. Repliesto B S
Barnes, 3 Mansfield Court, Newland
Park, Hull, N Humberside HUS5 2DF
(01482 46704).

Doctoral  student  (ex-Regular
RAMC/TA RAPC) researching early
military garrison New South
Wales, Australia (1792-1825). Regi-
ments involved were NSW Corps
(102nd Regt), 1/73rd Regt, 46th
Regt, 48th Regt. In particular, details

sought of lives and careers of pay-
masters, paymaster clerks and
schoolmaster sergeants. Replies to
John Black, Associate Lecturer,
Bristol Business School, University
of the West of England, Frenchay
Campus, Bristol BS16 1QY.
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RESETTLEMENT
SERVICES

Fora C.V. that Stands Out

that will be Read & Remembered

NEED A CV?
For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept.

C ‘ ] — We specialise
S in HM Forces

CV - Compilation, Presentation, Updating
and Laser Printing. Military CVs. Résumeés.
Application Letters.

Competitive Price. Quality Content. Free
Storage. Express and Fax Service Available.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (a), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ

Tel/Fax: 01752 344842 (24 hrs) |

try C.V. Choice Sutton Goldield,
10 Shannon Crescent, Stockton, Ve hneance
Cleveland TS19 7JG 0121-355 2187
{01642) 580456 S ERVICES
LE&
MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM Forces;
established in 1984
Your CV written by a former ARMY OFFICER and
current full time CAREER CONSULTANT. Since
1984, over 1,500 satisfied Service clients, many of
whom now hold good civilian jobs.

Why not write or telephone for full details to:
Anthony Jacques MC, 66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU.

Tel: 01483 823766 [}

NORTH SEA MEDICAL CENTRE
3 Lowestoft Road, Gorleston,

Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 68G
OFFSHORE MEDIC
TRAINING

Are you SRN, SEN, CMT1 or RMA],
about to leave the Services and interested
in working as an Offshore Medic?
Course commences: May 1995
(Statutory training is required prior to
employment offshore)

This Course is available via Resettlement.
Advice and assistance given on
employment.
To enquire further, contact:
Wendy Riseborough
Tel: 01493 600011
Fax: 01493 656253

b7

ransfer your: skills, abilitics, qualifications, -‘

job titles, rank ang

for your: HM. Forces
‘ AREER DEVELOPMENT PACK

The faster way to . new job aad better lifortyle
sEnp £13.99 1o

Tmptessions

or Development Serviee

dway
e upon Tyne, NE12 9RE.
o for further detads.

Mike Kelley, Forces Consultant (Army) on 0191 2664968,

SOLDIER

Too good to dismiss -

take out a subscription
now!

Telephone:

' SOLDIER MART

in Embroidered &
Screenprinted Work
& Leisure Wear

Setting the standard

Wide range of top quality
garments, badges, crests
and personalised
promotional products.

Suppliers to British, NATO and UN Forces

Call Tracy Firth
Our Army Representative
Tel 01746 712563. Fax 01746 712264

Ask for your FREE capy of our latest
catalogue & list of Army motifs.

||-| GREAVES

Promotions Ltd———

Hargreaves (Promotions) Ltd, Rodney Road,
Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants P04 8SY.
Tel: (01705) 822436. Fax: (01705) 822177.

01252 347353

O

CABOUCHON

A serious income opportunity
Full or part-time
UK FRANCE

Retailing, party planning, and net working quality designer costume jewellery.
New men'’s collection.

Unlimited earnings potential.
FREE TRAINING AND SUPPORT.
For further information telephone
Valerie Pertwee 01895 822124 (24 hrs)

Please leave your name and phone number (independent distributor)

GERMANY
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REMEMBER TO

YOU MOVE.

MOVING?

IF YOU ARE A SOLDIER SUBSCRIBER, PLEASE
INFORM US OF YOUR NEW
ADDRESS - AT LEAST FOUR WEEKS BEFORE

WRITE TO: SOLDIER SUBSCRIPTIONS, PARSONS
HOUSE, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS
GU11 2DU OR TELEPHONE ALDERSHOT (01252)
387353

This applies to units and individual subscribers.

RANGERS] 34

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

1= Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range” :

1z Finance at competitive rates 1
== A convenient and generous trade-in
facility
WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST

BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER
Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write

to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK

MR i niit i na et REXT BV

| am interested in
Part oXChANGOIGBIAS ;i muixssdisornsrasasesterbsssnsabasninanssbstisiatinasussisssgssnntssdusnss
L ] G e e L R e e S S

FWE 12 D8
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SCHOOL POOL

Normanton School

Normanton School, Buxton is in the heart of the Peak District National
Park and since 1877 has aimed at offering a suitably well balanced
education to all our pupils. Normanton is inter-denominational and
welcomes pupils from the UK and overseas.

Boarding and Day school for boys and girls 8-18.

Small classes (average 12) in care of fully qualified staff to “A’ level.

Entry by interview and report. Excellent academic results. Good sporting facilities.
Special Terms for Forces Per-.onnel

ST. JOHNS ROAD, BUXTON, DE
TEL: BUXTON (01298) 22745 ¥

MOFFATS SCHOOL

Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire

A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+

Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families

* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

% High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline

* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

* Our own escorts to and from airports and stations

* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats

Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn.

Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 841444

BEDSTONE COLLEGE
Bucknell, Shropshire SY7 0BG.

Senior College: 11-19 years
Preparatory Department: 7-11 years
Pre-Preparatory: 3%-7 years

THE BOARDING SCHOOL FOR THE
WELSH BORDER COUNTIES

@ Fully Co-Educational

® Boarding & Day School

@ Teaching to University Entrance

® Wide range of extra-curricular activities
® Beautiful surroundings

® Scholarships and Bursaries are available
@ Special allowances for Services .

For further details and a copy of the prospectus please
contact:
The Headmaster's Secretary, Bedstone College,
Bucknell, Shropshire SY7 0BG.
Tel: Bucknell (015474) 303 Fax: (015474) 740

Bedstone College is a Charitable Trust established for the
education of young people

D7

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Embroidery &
Insignia Ltd.,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

Able-WOVEN_3 72
| Nome Tape=3¢d %9

Up to 30 letters/spaces Black on White
100% polyester. Tested to B.S. 5742 1989

1000 Able-LABELS

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No.
or any words up to 6 lines
1000 self-stick Labels 19 X 40mm
Black on White | Black on Gold | Black on Clear

£4.30 £4.80/£5.95

STATIONERY 50 8" x 6" Printed
Sheets + 20 plain + 50 Envelopes
£8-95 Phone-Write for full details I
All Prices include Post/VAT. UK only
Payment with order. Delivery 16 days
STEEPLEPRINT Ltd : Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - & 01604 810781

D4

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

BOARDING ADVICE SERVICE

Parents are advised that schools advertising in Service publications do not
necessarily have the support or approval of the Ministry of Defence. It is
therefore essential that parents ensure that a particular school has the facilities
and accommodation suitable for their child by visiting the schaol.

Help and expert advice on boarding education can be obtained from
SCEA Schools Advisory Section, HQ DGAGC (Blg 31), Worthy Down,
WINCHESTER, Hampshire SO21 2RG. Telephone 0962 887933 or
Winchester Military ext 2933

06|

HOMEFIELD

Independent Day and Boarding School
for BOYS and GIRLS

Preparatory Dept Senior Dept
Tuckton Winkton
BOURNEMOUTH CHRISTCHURCH
HEADMASTER:
A. C. Partridge, Dip.Ed., A.C.P., F.R.G.S.

Homefield is a Co-educational DAY/BOARDING School
offering places to pupils of all ages between 3 and
16 plus.

Forces Personnel are particularly encouraged and
FEES ARE COMMENSURATE WITH SERVICE
ALLOWANCES.

The School enjoys a very good reputation for producing
well educated, responsible young people who can take
their places in Society leading by personal example.
There is a wide range of Academic, Practical and
Recreational subjects available, and the School boasts its
A.C.F., AT.C. and Sea Cadets Organisations, also good
Sports Teams and a fine Orchestra.

For Prospectus and details contact:

The Admissions Secretaries
Christchurch 476644 and Bournemouth 429483

A registered charity that exists to provide education for children.

SOLDIER MART
JSOVEREIGNE
UNBEATABLE
SERVICE EEN

o URALL

o

e German or UK delivery
o RHD or LHD programme
e Used Car Sales in Germany

e Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

e Finance — dm. or Sterling

UK (01980)843333

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

ADDRESS. ............

.......................................

Germany 0130-8544-96

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

HOTLINE




SOLDIER MART

SOLDIER YOUR OWN DESIGN
RO V E R Too good to dismiss -
take out a subscnpnon

now! T-SHIRTS

SCE HOTLINE Telephone: SWEATSHIRTS
01367 241225 01252 347353 £ 1075 MORE

@ MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING

For your
MADE TO MEASURE | s 7

Uniforms Suiis ete )2
we offer

¥ 14 day Make or

& 48 hr EXPRESS

Keen prices
ﬁFmﬂ‘ class fit
® | High quality ‘
¥ Excellent payment terums

Lecal agent (o measure in most areas

If you find the same garment cheaper

REGIMENTAL WATCHES | |-,

PROMOTIONAL MARKETING Co.

_\ BADGE/CGREST IN FULL COLOUR i A:s& B8 “f'”f Mlmmsmdusml% i;ﬂrk Please tlephone 01449 766086
ark Lane, Wolverhampton WV 1
- ’N THIS DESIGN AND MANY OTHERS Telephone: (01902) 724421 RN
£32 50 post free VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET SUFFO LK

(UK & BFPO addresses)

%Sﬂpqé B%[::Ooducts Hﬂ d 0 (‘ q

EVESHAM, WORCS., WR11 4YY
Tel: 01386 443852 8 C"
PRI enquiries welcomed
CIVILIAN, MILITARY, SPORTING AND LADIES’
BESPOKE TAILORS UNIFORM SPECIALISTS

Hodges & (0 bespoke tailors
since 1935, offer the very best
in quality and service using
only the finest materials
tailored by experienced
craftsmen. All garments are
supplied with a full fitting
servicee. A full range of
accoutrements are available
from stock, including mess
dress shirts, spurs, mess
wellingtons, George boots,
ties, blazer badges, miniature
medals and badges of rank.
For further details  please
contact:

HODGES & (0

Claro Court Business Centre, Claro Road, Harrogate, North
Yorkshire HG1 4BA

Tel: 01423 560369 Fax: 01423 520996
ﬂ Also at Cambrai Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire

-
| BE BATTLE READY!

You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND

i THE BEST AND KNOW

1 THE DIFFERENCE.

| For your FREE

36 page colour catalogue

i write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George's
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

| Telephone (01524) 64204

AT e R AN AR it

FREEW PRINTED or Ewbrocdored,
SAMPLEY s “oiitin o2

s g o s v ol

SWEATSHIRTS

‘ 4 POLOSHIRTS 48
SHIRT IS : fotosiniars 4
4 * SWEATERS Lt

U.K. MADE OLIVE | * BASEBALL CAPS

For free full colour brochure and

GREEN T-S HI RTS 3 information pack from the UK’s

leading supplier to HM. Forces

contact:

HUNDREDS OF { QI
TEES TOTAL e
EMBROIDERED High Sireet,Wooﬂ.cl:n Bassett, \ ' )

d [ pUGIE AL Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB
STOCK DESIGNS 27 (1M TEL: (01 793) 849888 |
AVAILABLE.




GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES ¢s.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES
£10.00
(1945 - VE DAY - 1995)
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO
KNIVES (Black) £21.50

REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30

WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
All prices include p&p

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephone 01706 846648
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HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

Consult the experts. We can
replace full size med d
supply miniatures. efficient
service with the minimum of fuss.
Also a full cleaning and
mounting service is undertaken
by our master tailor.

THE VETERANS’
MEDAL OFFICE

P.O. Box 1DH, LONDON W1A 1DH.
Telephone: 0171-493 4675 or
Mobile: 0836 746604

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges
& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A'S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane
London E17 6AA
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts — Sports shirts
Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0115 9274469

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR
& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &
SWEATSHIRTS

* Ties * Sportshags
* Golf umbrellas
+ Baseball caps

Embroidered garments — Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36
Badges — embroidered — min gty 25
Enamelled — min 100
Blazer badges — min 5
Ties — woven — min 50, printed min 36
Baseball caps min 50
Sports bags min 50
Golf umbrellas min 25

ENK)TlFS

Write phone or
fax for colour

n brochure to

Kilcreggan,
Dunbartonshire
G84 0JN

Tel 0143684 2581/2716 Fax: 0143684 2854

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
RAYMOND D HOLPICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979

0374 133493 Z

UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE
Mess Dress P.O.A

Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00
OR's No.1 Dress £295.00
Officers No.1 Dress £325.00
S.B. Blazer £150.00
D.B. Blazer £175.00
Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject to V.A.T. where applicable

48Hr or 2 Week Make up
Michael Jay Tailoring

VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 1JS
TEL:01449 766088 FAX:01448 766606

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

SOLDIER

Too good to dismiss -

take out a subscrlptlon
now!

Telephone:
01252 347353

o VI

® English-made
sweat shirts
@ T-shirts single
& muiti- coloured
designs
® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645692

COS

ELLO

| & SONS LTD.
CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE UNIFORM TAILORS.

LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS

SPECIALISTS
INTEREST FREE CREDIT.

All Accessories Supplied. Ties, Shirts, George boots, etc.
For All Your Uniform, Suit & Blazer
Requirements Contact:

UK: 284-294 LEY ST, ILFORD, ESSEX IG1 4BS
U.K. TEL: 0181-478 2780
GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631

DNLY COST YOu

*(subject to status)

83 YEARS OF MOTORING

VAUXHALL [_] FORD

BLACKPOOL ROAD, PRESTON PR2 6BX

@ 01772 793054
F-YOU DONT CALL

PERRYS T CAN|

__EXPERIENCE & IT SHOWS!

TO PERRYS GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD,
PRESTON PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:
(] RovER [ ] RenauLT] PAT [

GROUP EXPORT
DIVISION

s Giving you the compiete
M export sale treatment we

paperwork, and the
: worries making your export
sale simple and worry free.

CALL US NOW OR
RETURN THE COUPON

vowo [] proTon [] nissan [] Tovota [
NAME = i
RANK UNIT

ADDRESS

APPROX DEL DATE REQUIRED
HOME TEL NO.

WORK
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VISTA TIES

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

TIES

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

Please mention
SOLDIER when
replying to
advertisements

SOLDIER accepts no responsibility
for the accuracy of advertisements,
or for any matters arising, or losses
suffered by readers as a result of an
advertisement. While SOLDIER
takes care to ensure that advertise-
ments comply with the British Code
of Advertising Practice, the accept-
ance of an advertisement for
publication does not endorse that
product or service, and readers are
advised that they should take
adequate precautions before
sending any money, or entering into

any legally binding agreement, stzs

~ SOLDIER MART

CARICATURES
) Hilarious caricatures
‘Groups’ or ‘Singles’
from photos in colour
or B&W by a

B professional
g~ cartoonist. A unique
# gift for all occasions.
Also cartoonists for
parties, etc, For samples
2% and prices or a quotation
Rick’s Caricatures: 0181-441 6607
D4

The Garrison
Cobbler

Official Cobbler for the forces

Prop T D Northern
Block 103 MT Section
(near Fire Station)

STC Sennelager,
BFPO 16, Germany
Tel: 05254 1539 (Shop)
Tel/Fax: 05234 1378

Open Mon-Fri
08.30-12.30
Tel: 05234 69902

Repairs to military and civilian
footwear.

Cost of repairs at less than half
UK prices.
For postal repairs send SAE
for further information.

VE-DAY
PARACHUTE COURSE

- Jump with the Canadian Pegasus Parachute Sqn of Ontario
and US International Airborne Veterans Association
May 9 - 14 1995
at Langar Aerodrome, Notts

OPEN TO ANYONE TO APPLY

Contact

COMMEMORATIVE AIRBORNE LANDINGS

4 Dunoon Close, Rise Park, Nottingham NG5 5DH

Tel: 0115-955 8577 (24hrs)

Fax: 0115-955 8576 (24hrs)

D8

MILITARY

Systems

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

Catalogue and Price List
free on request

MemoFile Military Systems
CHURCH HOUSE
CHURCH STREET
LONDON E15 3JA

Telephone: 0181-534 3851
Fax: 0181-555 7567

SOLDIER MAGAZINE

Too good to dismiss
Order your copy today from your Newsagent
Or contact our subscription department on

01252 347353

* DPM SAS SMOCKS
* LUNDHAGS

* SAS BERGENS

* SNUGPAK S/BAGS
* 58 S/BAGS

+ DPM PARA SMOCKS
* BUFFALO KIT

* KITBAGS

* BIVVI BAGS

* KIP MATS

* BERGHAUS ROC

+ DANNER BOOTS
* BRITTON BOOTS
* HI-TEC MAGNUM
* ASSAULT BOOTS

* DPM COMBAT JACKETS

* MILITARY SLEEPING BAGS
 FLEECE S/BAG LINERS
+ MERAKLON S/BAG LINER

FREE CATALOGUE

“BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIERS OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS”

MARCH IN - KIT OUT

P.L.C.E. BERGEN @ECZEZZ Vulcan

Available in O.G. or DPM
Genuine Forces issue

Latest pattern £145.00

(inc. yoke to make Day Patrol pack)

Latest version Berghaus Vulcan
Cyclops 11 Back System
(complete with straps for side pouches)
Olive green only.

Special offer £165.00

POST & PACKING ALL ORDERS ADD £2.99

HITEC
~

* DESERT BOOTS
* JUNGLE BOOTS

* AMMO BOOTS

* KSB BOOTS

* SORBOTHANE INSOLES
* SPECIAL FORCES BOOTS
* GEORGE BOOTS

* 58 WEBBING

* PLCE WEBBING

* PLCE CHEST RIGS

* COMBAT VESTS

* US WEBBING

* Q/R BELTS

* 44 W/B POUCHES

* SUIT POUCHES

* RATION POUCHES

* SAS POUCHES

* SA 80 SLINGS

* BERETS * BADGES * SOCKS * PTI TOPS (OLD PATT) % PTI VESTS * RON HILL TRACKSTERS * TRANGIA COOKERS
* KARRIMOR RUCKSACKS * MILITARY TENTS #* QUICK ERECT TENTS * KFS @ SHEMAGHS * MAGLITE * PELICAN
* US ARMY TORCHES # G10 WATCHES * GREY WATCH STRAPS * SEIKO MILITARY WATCHES x CASIO WATCHES
* TIMEX WATCHES * COMBAT GLOVES * GORE-TEX SPLIT PALM MITTS * PONCHOS * FACE PAINT *« OFFICERS’ KIT
* No 1 BLUE UNIFORMS 4 SURVIVAL KIT % NBC KIT * BARBOUR #HELLY HANSEN * GORE-TEX DPM JKTS/TRSRS

PHONE 0171-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 0171-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION PHONE 01717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN’S (DEPTS), MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
B EN @D Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm -7 @ Dﬁ
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SOLDIER MART =

UNIFORMAL

Civil, Military and Livery Tailors
for Officers, Warrant Officers,
Sergeants and Corporals
MESS DRESS UNIFORMS
and Civilian Clothing
Substantial discounts for bulk purchase.

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps,
please contact us (see below)

Germany: Answerphone (05751) 15087  Fax: (05751) 14889
UK: Tel: (0113) 282 6102 Fax: (0113) 282 1457

ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS

53A HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS WD2 1EE
T 0181-9500500 Fax:0181-950 8511

PEUGEOT APPOINTED EXPORT AGENTS

“Excellent service
unbeatable prices
Lt Cdr
Napier
BFPO

&

“Colleagues were amazed at your
cheaper prices”
Maj Harrison

TAX FREE & TAX PAID
TRY US FOR THE BEST PRICES ON OTHER MAKES, TOO!!
Full Finance, Insurance & Part-Exchange facilities

PART-EXCHANGE YOUR RHD CAR IN THE UK AND

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW REGULATIONS!!
CLIP COUPON FOR FULL DETAILS AND FREE COLOUR BROCHURE

TELEPHONE

I am interested in a new (make & model)
TAX FREE FOREXPORT [ TAXPAID FORUKUSE [ FINANCE [J
INSURANCE (| DELIVERY DATE

PART-EXCHANGE

EXT

Please post to: ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS, 53A High Rd, Bushey Heath, Herts WD2 1EE. o4

" CLASSIFIED

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Your envelope must be no larger than
8"x4" and should only contain a letter,
and phctograph if requested. Replies
received more than three months after
the cover date and large, heavy, or
poorlv addressed envelopes will not
be forwarded.

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,

Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,,

Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Hi. I’m Susan, 32, single with a
wicked sense of humour. Hobbies
include: travelling, theatre, cinema,
music, writing and all sports, especially
football. I would love to hear from gen-
uine pen pals anywhere. P350 0895

Joyce, 29, 5'4", long brown hair. I like
motorbikes, driving, going to the pub
and having a laugh. I would like to hear
from someone aged 30-35. P351  osns

Marion, 34, 5'1" with brown hair and
green eyes. Hobbies include: pop/rock
music, pubs, wrestling, swimming,
reading and meeting people. I'm cur-
rently learning German and would like
to hear from anyone aged 25-35.
P352 0895

Hi. I’m Michelle, 5'11" with green
eyes and fair hair. I enjoy outdoor pur-
suits, music, TV, cinema, animals and a
good joke. I would like to hear from
single soldiers aged 25-35 with gsoh.
P353 0895

Tracey, 27, 5'6" with blonde hair. I
enjoy pubs and clubs and weekends
away with friends. I would like to hear
from any single soldiers, aged 27+, with
gsoh, home or abroad. P354 0895

Debbie 26, 5'3" with blonde hair and
blue eyes. I like pubs, clubs, evenings in
or out and music. I'm a single parent
and would like to hear from genuine
soldiers aged 27+. P355 0895

Jeni, 28, 5'7", blonde hair and brown
eyes. Hobbies: history, reading, ani-
mals, swimming, cycling and dancing.
I’m recently divorced and would like to
hear from anyone aged 30-45. P3560s9s

Sharon, 32. A pen pal is what I'm
looking for, fun and laughter is no
chore. So if you’d like to find out more,
pop some post through my door.
P357 oS

Gwyneth, 21, 5'3", medium build with
blonde hair. Interests: rock music,
reading, socialising, social work and fit-
ness. [ would like to hear from anyone
aged 19-29, write to P358. 0895

Lorraine, 32, Staff Nurse, lives in
London. Interests: rock/blues, socialis-
ing, drinking, bikes. Would love to hear
from anyone, anywhere, age unimpor-
tant. All letters answered. P359 oRi95

Anyone over 30 out there? I'm a gen-
uine, honest, thirtysomething. Fair
hair, blue eyes, average build. I have a
gsoh and enjoy sport, pubs and ani-
mals. Write to Chrissie. P360 o095

Hi, my name is Lynn. I am 26 and
enjoy a good laugh. My hobbies
include: swimming, cinema, pubs and
clubs. I am looking for pen pals of any
age, must have gsoh. P361 w05

Sophie, 16, 5'10" with hazel eyes and
brown hair. I enjoy cricket, football,
rugby, swimming and Shotokan
Karate. I am currently studying Busi-
ness and Finance at A Level. P362 oxns

Male Officer, 45, 5'8", slimish. Inter-
ests: sports, dancing, reading, horses.
Good sense of humour. Would like to
hear from ladies aged 35-45, photo
appreciated. All letters answered.
P363 08195

Lesley, 32, 5'2", brunette, green eyes.
Hobbies: travel, cycling, pubbing and
clubbing, reading, cooking and swim-
ming. I would like to hear from pen pal
aged 25-36. I'm a single nurse with a
gsoh. P364 0R/95

Ruth, 28, 5'7", brown hair and hazel
eyes. Enjoys: most sports, collecting
things, music, travelling, photography
and animals. I would like pen pals aged
25-35, you must like football. P365 csss

“HEAD-DRESS BADGES OF
THE BRITISH ARMY” by Kipling &
King. The badge collector’s bible. Set
of two books — Volume One (1800-
1920) and Volume Two (1920-1979)
at £107.50 packed. Only 25 sets in stock.
Single Volume One (£65.00) still avail-
able. H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB. Tel:
01252 716303. 05-09

“A Soldiers Pocket Book” (incorpo-
rates Volunteers and Skill at Arms and
Shooting Pocket Books). Valuable
information on a wide range of updated
subjects. New sections. Full informa-
tion on SA80/LSW. Training Tests and
APWT details. First class diagrams and
explanation of weapons. Zeroing
includes the SAC. Altogether a total of
380 pages. Single copies £6.75 each
plus 75p p&p, Total £7.50. Special
terms for PRIs, PSAOs and trade on
request. Cheques/POs payable to:
Military Pocket Books, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorkshire HU17
5LA. Tel/Fax: 01964 542878 e

Military History Books. SAE for cat-
alogue. Purchase of books in good con-
dition on land warfare. Free specialist
booksearch. John McKenzie, Carpen-

ters, Cary Road, North Cadbury,
Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7DE. Tel:
01963 440557. 07-25
THE PIPER IN
PEACE AND
WAR
New edition of this scarce
classic. A must for everyone
with an interest in military

history. Includes a new fore-
word by Pipe Major Angus
MacDonald  MBE, Scots
Guards.
£19.95
{postage free in UK)
Hardwick Press (SM)
12 Woodstock Road
London NW11 S8ER
Tel: 0181-455 4789
Fax: 0181-458 3774 o

SOLDIER Magazine Binders - collect
your copies of Soldier in our easy to
use binders. Sold in sets of two, the
binders feature a full colour magazine
style cover, and will each hold up to
thirteen magazines. Cost per two
binders, inclusive of VAT and p&p, is
£8.75 UK/BFPO/overseas surface
mail, and £11.50 airmail. To order
your binders send your name, address
and cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to
Soldier Magazine Binders, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GUI11 2DU.

L

FAX YOUR AD
01252 347352

45




DKFL A major

earning opportunity
for the Information Age.
For details phone
01522-788078 (day)
788127 (evenings)
Independent Distributor

]}

[ ForSale |

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £23.00 FOR A YEAR’S SUB-
SCRIPTION IN UK, £13.80 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £32.20 (OVERSEAS SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-
SCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE
ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GUI1
2DU. (Cheques to Soldier).

Military collectibles. BG, USA,
France, Victorian, WWI-II, patches,
metal insignia, elite units, Airborne
Forces, t-shirts. Large SAE: C Wilson,
90 Easter Way, South Godstone,
Surrey RH9 8HH. 08-09

Largest Manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, Schools, Colleges, Clubs etc.
Flags, Banners, Sashes, Coat-of-Arms,
Family Crests and all military accou-
trements. Also leather gloves, footballs,
track suits, Contact: J Arthur (PVT)
Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot 51310, Pak-
istan. Fax: 92 432 558605. 0221

e e e e e e v e e sk e e i ok e ke ek ok
Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to; Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. tc
e v e e e e e ok i e ke ok o e e ke ok

SOLDIER Magazine Binders — collect
your copies of Soldier in our easy to
use binders. Sold in sets of two, the
binders feature a full colour magazine
style cover, and will each hold up to
thirteen magazines. Cost per two
binders, inclusive of VAT and pé&p, is
£8.75 UK/BFPOQ/overseas surface
mail, and £11.50 airmail. To order
your binders send your name, address
and cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to
Soldier Magazine Binders, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Tc

Can-Am, Bombardier and Arm-
strong. Motorcycles. MoT. Tax. Age
related, spares and repairs. Suppliers to
groups and companies. Tel: 0181-450
0505.

Make use of

this space

For details of
classified and
display advertising
telephone
01252 347352

05-08
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Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
50p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarante¢ and gen-
erous discounts. e

MILITARY CROSS - Commemo-
rative tableau specialists. Unique
career and personal records for military
personnel.  Individually  designed.
Handsewn. Please contact Military
Cross, 38 Masonfield Avenue, Balloch,
Cumbernauld G68 9DW. Telephone:
(01236) 722512 anytime.

SOLDIER Shield — the ideal gift for
the military enthusiast, or to add to a
collection. The Soldier shield shows the
magazine’s official insignia on a dark
wood base, and measures
180 x 140mm. The cost of the shield,
inclusive of VAT and p&p, is £17 UK
and £19 elsewhere. Send your
cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to Sol-
dier Shield, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. "

Military, airborne and police
insignia. Extensive catalogue. Send £2
blank PO. Briody, Box 30, Elwood,
Ontario, Canada NOG 1S0. 03-08
Printing at low prices. For free
quote, on any form of printing, call
01305 835150. 17/95

Tune Belt, the original Radio Cassette
Holder, £14.95 inc p&p. From Tune
Belt UK, Belle Vue, Hornby, Lancs
LA2 8LX. Tel/Fax: 05242 21259. os-s

Genuine Cap Badges, collar badges,
cloth, metal, s/titles, Div Signs, but-
tons, spare items. Taking part
exchange. 2 X 25p list, £2.50 next six.
Kelk, Sweechgate Cottages, Broadoak,
Canterbury CT2 ORA. 07-08
British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. 04-08

Full/miniature size medals mounted
for wear or display. Send for full list
of new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars,
clasps, etc, and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. SAE appreciat-
ed. Worcestershire Medal Services,
25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill,
Bromsgrove B61 O0LG. Tel: 01527
835375. AS95

Military Postcards. Cavalry,
Infantry, support arms; superb sets.
SAE for catalogue and sample. Geoff
White, Rushmoor Lane, Backwell,
Avon BS19 3_IA. 0810

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art distributor. Access
to all British publishers. Hundreds
of original items also available. Cata-
logue £2.50 + A4/50p sae. Cheques to:
G Jennings-Bramly, 5 Feversham
Road, Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel:
01722 328523. AS9s

Special spring offers. British Army
latest issue Norwegian shirts, superb
piece of kit, all sizes, slight seconds,
only £12.99. RAF/AAC black flying
boots, all sizes, slight seconds, only
£24.99, All items postage paid. Frarys,
Lodge Farm, Ilketshall St Lawrence,
Beccles, Suffolk NR34 8]N. Tel: 01986
781629. - 0809
Celebrate Freedom. Wear the official
VE/V] commemorative tie, £9 inclu-
sive. Association/Regimental badges,
ties, plaques, medals, sundries. The
Heraldic Company, Overbriar, Beech-
well Lane, Edge End, Coleford, Glos
GL16 THA. Tel: 01594 832200. sous

Italian Airborne, Marines and
French Foreign Legion badges, uni-
forms, militaria. SAE for list to: Sidoni,
PO Box 1903, London W11 1ZL.

Approved “Portable Home Alarms”.
Entire MSQ/home alarmed! No
wiring, no mains installation, moves
with you. 90 day money back guaran-
tee, 12 month warranty. Only £229.90
inc VAT, plus p&p. Tel: 01772
629121, 08795

82nd Airborne, US Special Forces,
Trag, Fort Bragg. Quality printed
authentic sweatshirts, t-shirts, baseball
caps. Send SAE for price list. Spartan
Clothing, 302 Wellingborough Road,
Northampton NNI1 4EP. 01604
230161. 05-08

08-10

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585, Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London E1l
4PS. C

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

23195

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2 x25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside L41
2SY o111

Indulgence flight to Cyprus but need
accommodation? Cypriot family travel
agency offering excellent s/catering
apartments, car hire, cruises at low
cost. For details/brochure phone Tony:
01453 882288.

0709

Joint letting income?
Spouse not in employment!?
You may be able to set 95% against an

unused tax allowance!
Greater tax saving even if you have opted out
of MIRAS?
Contact the experts:
TAXATION SPECIALISTS LTD
112 Gales Drive, Crawley, Sussex RH10 1QE

Tel/Fax 01293 547750

LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

FORCES, TENANTS & HOMEOWNERS
— No interviews, confidential service by post
— Good benefits if you settle your loan early
For quotes, written details and free advice
Tel: 01929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days
(from overseas 0044-1929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE
Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers ol

08

Best impressions with top quality
CVs and professional application let-
ters. Full drafts for only £8.50. Free
information. BGL IT Services, 36
Wolsey Street, Heywood OL10 3AU.
Tel: 01706 621504. 0308

Address Labels. 38x21mm, blk/wht,
blk/gld. £2 per 100, minimum £5, post
free worldwide. Cheques payable: R G
Taylor, 35 Cowgill Close, Northamp-
ton NN3 8PB. Tel: 01604 406401. o2-15

Queen’s Royal Hussars,  King’s
Royal Hussars, Scottish Yeo. Will pay
any reasonable price, or exchange, for
militaria or other badges. Contact: F
Whittle, 17 Coleford Close, Redditch,
“Worcs. ones

Wyvern & Sarum. With offices in
Salisbury and Warminster and 200
properties, our ex-Service staff are very
experienced in managing properties for
Service Landlords. Telephone 01722
421701 or 01985 846905, 7

Aldershot. Four bedroomed semi,
24ft lounge/dining room, fitted kitchen,
gas ch, double glazed throughout,
garden. £74,950. Telephone day:
01252 347352/Ald Mil 2352, evening:
01252 331384.

Grade 2 listed two bedroom terraced
cottage. Situated close to the Yorkshire
Moors at Loftus. £42,000. Ring agents
on 01287 622949, Ref: Haywood. oses

1K

AN ADVERT
IS WRONG,
WHO PUTS
IT RIGHT?

We do
The Advertising Standards
Authority ensures advertise-
ments meel with the strict
Code of Advertising Practice.
So if you question an
advertiser. they have to
answer Lo us
To find out more about the
ASA, please write to
Advertising Standards Authority,
Dept X, Brook House,
Torrington Place,
London WCIE THN.

This space is donated in the interests
ol high standards inadvertisements




ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

MARCH 18, 1995 HQ 19 Mech Bde, Catterick; Sgt S G Cook,
Two-way tie for first prize (20 goals, £1,500 BFPO 801; SSgt G R Endean, MES (Wks)
each) Lt Col K D Amnold, RMA Sandhurst; Hong Kong, BFPO 1; Sgt J N Enfield, HQ
Lt Col R J Hulmes, HQ QMG, Andover. TSU, BFPO 16; Capt J M Gore, 12 Sup Regt
Eight-way tie for third prize (19 goals, £187.50  RLC, BFPO 44; SSgt D J Keelor, 3 CS Regt
each) Cpl P A Bateman, 3 CS Regt RLC RLC, Abingdon ; Sgt G J McDonnell, BFPO
Abingdon; Cpl A M J Bustin, BFPO 807; Sgt  808; Capt A W Moogan, Blandford Det,
B W L Causier, 72 Enr Hﬂgt (V)‘ ABRO; TprPJ ROWB, QDG, BFPO 16; SSgi
Gateshead: Capt S R Fairbairn, 2 RRF A C Varney, QG Signals, BFPO 1; LCpl DJ
Chester; LCpl R P Ford, 237 Signal Sqn, Webster, 8 Arty Sp Regt RLG, Catterick;
Chippenham; SSgt M J Greenwood, ATDU, bonds H Wigham, 219 Fd Hosp RAMC (v)j
Bovington; Maj K R Henderson, 76 Engr Bristol; LCpl M J Wightman, 1 DWR, Preston;

Regt (V), Dunfsrmiine; WOZ M £ Wikams, st o 1d Wikon, Army HQ Soctiand.

Exclusive
SOLDIER
Shields

IMPORTANT NOTICE i imi i
151 Sp Regt RLC (V), Croydon. S Lo M N e We now have ayallable a I|m|_ted number of qqallty
MARCH 25, 1995 y prize money will be increased from £4,500to SOLDIER Shields, showing the magazine's
17-way tie for first prize (16 goals, £264.71 £6,000. The nominal number of prizes will icial insiani k i
each) Maj MK Allen, RE M & RO, Glasgow; increase from seven to eight, as follows: 1st officia Bigia 08 8 dark wood base’ i
Maj R H Bodington, 1 WG, Tern Hil; LCpIC  £2,500, 2nd £1,250; 3rd £750, 4th £500, 5th 180 x 140mm.

H Bougourd, BFPO 804; Maj P J S Bullen, £400, 6th £300, 7th £200, 8th £100.

The shields make an ideal gift for the military
enthusiast, or to add to a collection.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE - Price £17 (UK) and £19 elsewhere, inc p&p.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS i -
;A!ll] classified da‘ttj'vertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the To order your shield Slmply send your
'ollowing conditions. i . 3 .
The l;‘ubﬁshersdrese}rl\rﬁ t}?e right to decline’-dany copYAﬁ\m;rial of which they mayt r‘\jor ag rove Chequer’PO, payable to SOId|er y togethel' Wlth
w T an order sha ave N accepted or not. a rtisement: re accepted su ct to .
ap{‘}frtmfalaimd cur{diiional_l upoeﬁspace E;tng arvaii;ble. Th:le’ubslfshersieaserve lhg right m]f-nake yOU r name and add ress to:

any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval.

The Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a

reason. SOLDIER SHIELD,
While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not .
guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement. so LD' E R M a gaz ine y
The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure

(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is ordnance Roadg
scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement Alde rs hOt ’

in a series, It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in HantS

sufficient time to allow amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings: G U 1 1 2 D U
Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For

Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Propei for Sale, Reunions, Services, .
Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. ghcr headings will be applied if Allow 28 days for delive ry
deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the
above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void insofar
as they are in conflict with them.

D4/

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

IIANAE e e RN el i e s e s o R ST L e e i« R B e o

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

B T SN e e v AR BRI e R e R R Btk e e i BRIG N RR R i e e
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If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED

NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PERINSERTION AND TICK BOX []

WORDSAT 30p = £ send to:

X_______INSERTIONS = £ CLASSIFIED ADS

VAT AT 17.5% = £ SOLDIER

BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT) = £ ORDNANCE ROAD

TOTAL ENCLOSED £ ALDERSHOT

CHEQUE/PO Number (Payable to SOLDIER) HANTS GU11 2DU

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE
COSTS QUOTED ON THIS FORM ARE VALID UNTIL SEPTEMBER 1995 D3
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[FOOTBALL BOXING BASKETBALL

] [ SPORT |

Dorset

sunk by
Parkins
hat-trick

Army 6, Dorset 1

A BRILLIANT hat-trick by
Army skipper SSgt Kevin
Parkins against Dorset on his
100th appearance completed
the Army’s South West Coun-
ties programme and put them
second to group winners
Sussex, writes Derrick Bly.

Parkins scored the first in the
fourth minute and another 15
minutes later. Dorset reduced
the lead through Shaftesbury
striker Simon Freak when
LCpl Jim Strouts deflected a
shot past SSgt Nigel Wis-
combe. Top-scorer Pte Lee
Bradbury restored the margin
soon afterwards.

WO2 Pat Russell headed a
majestic goal in the 75th
minute, Parkins completed his
hat-trick and substitute Pte
Bowey added a sixth with time
running out.

Former AFA secretary Maj
Alan Dobson picked Sig Joe
Collins as the JBI man of the
match. LSgt Paul Fagin was
named by the players and
coaches as player of the year.

Parkins, SSgt Alan Higgins
and QMSI Joey Roach all
received silver salvers marking
their 100th caps. Senior coach
Roach has handed over the
reins to QMSI Paul Holden,
his assistant for the past three
years,

Stars to line
up for paras

Airborne charities will bene-
fit from a major charity foot-
ball match at Aldershot on
May 10 involving former inter-
national, Premier League and
First Division players.

Star names already lined
up by the Airborne Forces
Charities Development Trust
include Steve Coppell, Neil
Webb and former Scotland
captain Willie Millar.

Many famous clubs in
Britain have donated kit to be
raffled and auctioned on the
day. Part of the profits will go
to Guildford’s Pond Meadow
School for mentally and
physically handicapped chil-
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WO2 (QMSI) Frank Pask (17 Port and Maritime RLC

) faces up to 22 Engr Regt during the Major Units

basketball finals at Aldershot. Pask later received an award for services to the sport

BATTLE OF
SAPPERS

EIGHTEEN matches in three
days produced a high standard

of competition at the Inter-

Unit basketball finals hosted
by the Army School of Physical
Training at Aldershot.

Top seeds 22 Engr Regt and
39 Engr Regt met in the final
Major Units game, with 22
running up a 17-9 lead after
five minutes, only for 39 to
square the score at 24-24. At
the interval Perham Down-
based 22 Regt led 42-39 before
exerting their authority in the
second half to run out winners
by 101-80 over their Water-
beach counterparts.

LCpl Carl Black (REME att
22 Engr Regt) scored 42 points
and was voted the most valu-
able player. The other quali-
fiers in the Major Units finals
were 17 Port and Maritime
and 39 Regt RA.

Foul trouble undid ATR Pir-
bright in the Minor Units
decider against ASPT. The
first half was evenly contested,
Pirbright leading 31-28, but
the loss of Nesbitt and Sansom
in the second half allowed
ASPT’s SSgt Phil Hughes to
control the boards.

He scored 35 points as the
home side ran out winners by
76 points to 69, and, not sur-
prisingly, was voted most valu-
able player of the tournament.

Runners up were NCO Tac
Wing. The other qualifiers
from the Minor Units compe-
tition were 6 Sup Regt RLC.

Women’s Services Northern
Ireland and 99 Postal and
Courier Sqn RLC reached the
final for which they had been
seeded, with the posties run-
ning out winners by 47 points
to 16.

Other qualifiers to reach the
final stages of the competition
were 10 Regt RLC and the
AGC Training Centre, Worthy
Down.

LCpl Martina Supiot (99
PC Sgn RLC) was chosen as
most valuable player for her all
round efforts. She and Lt Anna
Carpenter (10 Regt RLC)
were rewarded with elevation
to the Army squad for the
Inter-Services at Portsmouth.

Presentations were made to
WO2 (QMSI) Frank Pask for
services to Army basketball
and to Cpl Sue Blake for table
officiating.

CPL Chris Bessey and Spr
Danny Watts will box for
national titles at Birmingham

- on April 12, writes John

Elliott.

Neither man will be over-
awed by the occasion. Watts
(36 Engr Regt) is defending
the super-heavyweight crown
he won last year, while Bessey
(27 Tpt Regt RLC), now
boxing at light-middleweight,
lifted the welterweight title in
1993.

Bessey’s appearance at HMS
Nelson, Portsmouth in the
ABA national semi-finals was,
incredibly, his fourth appear-
ance at this stage in four years.

Combined Services will also
be represented at Birmingham
by the two Royal Air Force
semi-finalists, Cpl Darren Fox
(light-flyweight) and SAC
Owen Spensley (ban-
tamweight).

Both Bessey and Watts
struck impressive form at
Portsmouth, the big man
destroying former kick-boxer
Gavin McGhinn with a right
hook two minutes into their
first round after a succession of
clinical straight jabs had red-
dened the face of the North
Eastern champion. Bessey,
ranked second in the country,

Pictures: Mike Perring
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Pte Kath Houlihan (99 PC Sqn RLC) concentrates on the basket as he is surrounded

by playr from 10

Regt RLC in the Inter-Unit basketball finals at Aldershot. The posties won the title

had a much tougher job
against Liverpool’s John
Jones, ranked three and
a vicious body puncher.

But the Sefton ABC
welterweight hardly got
a shot on target for the
best part of two rounds K&
as Bessey stung him
with southpaw jabs and
swayed away from the counter-
attacks.

In the third round, bursts of
applause from an appreciative
audience rewarded the stylish

Spr Danny Watts

soldier as, in the manner
of a bullfighter, he
avoided Jones’s increas-
ingly desperate assaults
and picked him off with
long rights and short left
hooks. The points deci-
sion in Bessey’s favour
was as wide as it was
unanimous.

The biggest disappointment
for the Army camp was the
defeat of Cpl Vinny Powell, a
genuine lightweight contender.
Powell (3 RSME Regt) was

Watts blasts into fina

mugged in the opening sec-
onds by Middlesborough’s
rugged Andrew Mclean, and
never came to terms with his
clubbing right hook. That
Powell remained in contention
said much for his strength and
courage.

Featherweight LCpl Peter
Williams (1 Kings) had no
answer to the unrelenting right
hand of David Burrows from
Manchester and the referee
stopped the fight in the second
round after a third standing

Capital show by Combined

DESPITE a below-par perfor-
mance by defending welter-
weight champion Gdsm Kevin
Short, Combined Services
beat London 7-6 in the nation-
al ABA quarter-final staged in
the Army Boxing Centre,
Aldershot.

Short (1 WG), who has been
in prime form this winter,
never looked at his best as he
went down on points to Pat
Wright. “It just wasn’t there
for him,” said coach RSM Tom
O’Connor. “It goes like that
sometimes, and the best man
on the night won.”

Story of the quarter-finals,
however, was provided by
featherweight LCpl Peter
Williams (1 Kings), whose
points win over Sean Murray,
rated number three in the
country, was a huge upset. It
was Bennett’s 14th contest.

His plan, to hit Murray as
early as possible, succeeded
spectacularly. The Londoner
sustained an eye injury, his
boxing skills deserted him, and
the doctor ordered him out of
the ring at the end of the
second round.

Cpl Jeff Ollerhead (1 Kings)

was involved in a battle royal
with No 2 ranked Jason
Matthews before losing on
points. In a contest memorable
for raw courage, determination
and will to win, it was a pity
there had to be a loser.

Light-heavyweight Pte Mark
Quirey (2 PWRR) lost to
James Branch and LBdr Vinny
Jones (32 Regt RA) was
knocked out in the third by
Lynn ABC heavyweight Fola
Okesola after boxing the bigger
man’s ears off for most of two
rounds.

Williams, Pte Kevin Ben-

Archery

WINNERS of the Inter-Services
indoor archery tournament at
the National Indoor Arena in
Birmingham were the Royal
Navy. Representing the Army
were Capt Dave Greenslade
(RAMC), Capt Dave Hall (Kings
Own Border), Pte Caroline Miles
(RLC) and Pte Tim Moore
(RLC).

Budding archers or those
unaware of the Army associa-
tion are asked to write to Capt D
J Greenslade RAMC, DMED,
Drummond Barracks, Ludger-
shall, Andover, Hants SPi1
9RU.

Small bore

Southern District won the
Inter-Command Small Bore
Trophy and eight ARA medals
and gold bars at SEME Bordon
on March 18. Northern Ireland
were runners up. SSgt Michelle
Roberts (Army School of Cater-
ing) shot an individual 393 out of
a possible 400, improving on
last year’s best score by a point.

count. A livid bruise under the
winner’s left eye paid testa-
ment to a plucky performance
by the outgunned Kingsman.
Pte Kevin Bennett (7 Tpt
Regt RLC) lost a majority
decision to Hull’s Lance
Crosby in a light-welterweight
contest that was close enough
to turn on the public warning
Bennett received for leading
with his head at the start of the
third. It was a refereeing deci-
sion as mystifying as it was out
of context in a clean contest.

Services

nett, Cpl Vinny Powell, Cpl
Chris Bessey, Spr Danny Watts
and the RAF’s Cpl Darren Fox
and SAC Owen Spensley all
won through to the national

_semi-finals,

® More than 140 entries
have been received for the
Army novices boxing champi-
onships at Aldershot and
Knightsbridge on April 26-28.
'@ Northern Ireland-based 1
Para were due to host 7 Tpt
Regt RLC at Palace Barracks,
Holywood on April 11 in the
finals of the Inter-Unit Grade 3

team championships.
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Gen Sir Peter de la Billiere sprays Champagne over himself and the
Light Infantry’s new Sadler 34 yacht at Whale Island, Portsmouth
while naming the vessel. The Light Infanteer, bought jointly by the
Light Infantry and the Infantry Sailing Association, is ideally suited
for adventurous training, cruising and inshore racing. It was built by

Bowman Yachts of Southampton.

Regulars

foo strong |

for Terriers

CPL Kenny Butler (BAD
Kineton) sacrificed an oppor-
tunity to run for his club in the
national cross country champi-
onships to represent the Regu-
lar Army against the Territorial
Army and Wales in a triangular
match at Mill Hill, London.

In finishing third, Kenny was
the first Army runner to cross
the line and ahead of the whole
Welsh team. He was closely
followed by Cpl Paddy Cairns
(ATR Bassingbourn) and
WO2 Geoff Wade (3 RHA).

Army squad strength mani-
fested itself in a flood of red
vests as the Regulars comfort-
ably took the senior men’s
match. Cpl Lee Boston and

Maj Oliver Ellwood of The Light Dragoons receives Th

Sigs Kev Conlon and Charlie
Ellis (all from 2 Sig Regt) ran
strongly into team medal posi-
tions alongside Cpl Paul Goble
(42 Svy Engr Gp) and North-
ern Ireland-based L.Cpl Mark
McLean (25 Engr Regt).

Sgt Bill Bailey led the Regu-
lar veterans to victory over the
TA. New faces WO1 Paul Kur-
jeza (23 PFA) and Capt Tony
Fryer (ACO Deepcut) both
earned medals with fine runs.

Army performance of the
day came in the women’s race,

in which SSgt Melanie Bradley

(HQ 3 Dental Gp) finished
second to former GB interna-
tional Angela Tooby-Smith.
Bradley saw off some quality

\ 4

e Horse and

Hound Grand Military Gold Cup from the Queen at Sandown Park as
the Queen Mother looks on. See also pictures on back cover
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opposition, as did Capt Fiona
Gordon (27 Regt RLC), who
had her best run of the season
to finish ninth.

But the depleted women’s
and junior squads missed out
on team medals, although Pte
Nigel Bamford (23 PFA) beat
two of the strong Welsh junior
team.

® Cpl Alan Shepherd (23
PFA) won the Fleet half
marathon on March 19, and
with it the Army half marathon
title. His winning time was lhr
7min 24sec. Cpl Kenny Butler
was second in l1hr 8min 42 sec.
Melanie Bradley was 75th in
1hr 21min 22sec. Of the 1,900
runners who took part, 370
were from the Services.

BAD Kineton won the Army
inter-unit race run in conjunc-
tion with the half marathon,
with 2 Signal Regiment second
and 41 Tpt Sqn RLC third.

Queen Elizabeth Military
Hospital won the women’s
inter-unit race ahead of 9 R
Irish and 41 Tpt Sqn RLC.

@® With five scoring runners
in the first 11, 1 Armd Fd Amb
won the Army Medical Ser-
vices UKSC(G) unit cross
country championships run on
a bitterly cold day at Hohne.

The women’s race was won
by 2 Armd Fd Amb whose
three scoring runners finished
in the top six. BMH Rinteln,
the only AMS static unit entry,
took the Talbot Memorial
Trophy.

® SSgt Mel Bradley and Cpl
Paddy Cairns are the Army’s
female and male Runners of
the Year.

.
g

Pte Ieas
Germany
walkabout

BRITISH M40" orienteering
champion Capt Pete
Blomquist, Cpl Jock Mclvor
and Lt Tom Kay of 3 Tk Tptr

= Sgqn won the three-man team

event at the BFG Walkabout in
the forests south of the
Mohnesee Sailing Club.

They completed a tough
45km course with 11 control
points in 6hr 17min to finish
nine minutes ahead of 7 Signal
Regiment. The signallers led
for much of the way until a
mistake in the later stages cost
them valuable time. The
Queen’s Royal Hussars were
third, and 35 Engr Regt
fourth.

Twenty-one of the 36 teams
who started completed the
course. Honours for team
spirit went to 16 Tk Tptr’s B
string who were first away and
got home 13 hours later having
navigated the forest in dark-
ness and pouring rain.

Sixty-seven athletes compet-
ed in the individual event the
following day over a more tech-
nically demanding course with
seven control points.

Maj Nick Bateson ran very
well and showed good orien-
teering techniques to win in
2hr 27min, 18 minutes ahead
of ' the“QRH’s “Cpl "Dave
Thompson.
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Eventual winner Country Member (No 11), ridden by Maj Oliver Ellwood
LD, in the lead in The Horse and Hound Grand Military Gold Cup at
Sandown Park on March 10. Buckboard Bounce, ridden by Capt Adam
Ogden LG, finished second in the three-mile steeplechase. Inset:
Before the race the runners and riders were led out by Cpl Mike
Thompson and Tpr Dean Gibbs, both RSDG. Their mounts were

Trooper, provided by the Blues and Royals, and Rebecca (Life Guards).

Pictures: Mike Weston





