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THE TERRITORIALArmy is 
to be given a more active role in 
peacetime under reforms 
announced by Defence Secre- 
tary Malcolm Riflrind on 
December 6, writes Gordon 
s u g .  

Its role will change from the 
"all or nothing" mobilisation 
concept to one of a general 
reserve to the Regular Army, 
with the capacity to reinforce it 
with either individuals or sub- 
units in the UK and overseas. 

Units will have a general 
purpose structure and there 
will be more smaller units 
rather than fewer larger units. 

The TA will reduce from 
60,300 to 59,000 by April 
1997 and it is likely that some 
drill halls will close. 

The thrust of the reStrUCNr- 
ing involves a move from 
infantry to combat service sup- 
port to meet extended lines of 
communication and prolonged 

operations expected in the 
future, and is designed to 
make the TA relevant to 
today's operational require- 
ments rather than those of the 
Cold War. 

The Royal Yeomanry will 
become the Army's first 
Nuclear, Biological and 
Chemical Defence Regiment, 
equipped with Saxon and the 
German Fuchs armoured 
carrier used in the Gulf. 

A new squadron will be 
formed in Berkshire and 
Hampshire to complement 
squadrons in Surrey, Wiltshire 
and Leicestershire. 

The number of infantry 
companies will fall from 109 to 
87, but the number of sub 
units in the Royal Armoured 
Corps will rise from 17 to 22. 
The Royal Logistic Corps will 
exuand from 69 to 86 sub 

to 16 and the Adjutant Gener- 
al's Corps from ten to 11. 

The TA element of the Spe- 
cial Air Service will be main- 
tained, although R Squadron 
manpower will be re-allocated 
into S A S 0  regiments, which 
will become multi-roled. 

Within the infantry, the sup- 
port weapons platoons of eight 
battalions will be concentrated 
into four specialist two-compa- 
ny fire support battalions avail- 
able to all infantry battalions, a 
measure which should improve 
operational effectiveness and 
allow for higher standards of 
overall infantry training. 

Each heavy weapon support 
company will have an anti-tank 
platoon equipped with Milan, 
one 81mm mortar platoon, 
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Strength of the fire support 
battalions is to be about 336. 
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The oriainal petrol 
CLAIMS in the United SWes of 
insrewed birth deteo$ and 111- 
news arnong the offspring of 
Gulf War veterans led t~ P call by 
bbour MP LW Smith for an 
mquiry in BrWn. 

Mr Smith reterred in his writlen 
quasfi  to ewdena, presented 
tothe US Department of Detense 
by Gulf War veterans 
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ofsuch tions or iilnesws“ hwn British any repDiis of ‘unusual illnaqses“ Prwurement Minister Roger 
Freeman said on December 2. 

AI the time of his reply,she had 
yet to be medically as5essBd. 

0 . .  
Since R started optvating in 

1956. there have been 215 
windproof lighters. 

recorded escapes from the Mili- 
tary Corrective Training‘ Centre, 
Colchester. Most of the escapes 
and the 38 attempts took place 
between1956and 1961,saidthe 
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4APPIMESS 
S A HOUSE 
:en Sir Rogar Wheeler, GOC North. 
Ireland, takes time off from his busy 

edule to perform a stonelaying cere 
'IY at a new housing scheme for the 

elderly and disabled at Sallymena (the 
regimental home of The Royal Irish Regi- 
ment of which he is Deputy Colonel) Gen 
Wheeler (second from left) is pictured wih 
some of the guests 



Drugs 
Chief of [he Genrral Staff tu 
[he newest recruit, will be 
required to  provide a sample of 
urine for analysis. 

The programme is being 
sponsored for the Army Board 
by the Adjuranr General. Gen 
Sir Michael Wilkes. 

Units will be cxpcctcd to 
assist [he ream by providing an 
officer (each unit will have 

Anyone \clecred, from the appointed a drugs resting of& 

L 
C I I "  
W w r 
cer) plus one scnior NCO for 
every 50 soldiers rcxcd, and 
one soldier for every ren 10 
moniror char urine samples are 
taken in rhe lcgally correct 
manner. 

Bcfcmc testing s t a r s  all assis- 
tants will thcmsclves be resred. 

Procedures are in placi: co 
cnsurc char specimens are col-  
lsctcd without causing emhar- 
rassmcnt. Legal advice has 

trust _I_ me= 
! 

I 
'9P k 

hecn taken to 
ensure that the 
c (I I l e  c t i o n 
merhods con- 
form to rhe 
C'nited Nations 
and Europcan 
Conventions on 
Human Rights. CDT moni- 
tors will observe individuals 
giving specimens from a dis- 
creet disrancr and female per- 
wnnel w,ill he allowed to use a 
modesq, screen. All procc- 
dures arc featured in an infor- 
mation pamphlet issued to 
every soldier. 

The Laboratory of the Gw- 
e m m t n r c B e r & t h a r ~  
Cmlmaed to Mdpc thtspcc- 
~~~~W~ 

will be U& for immedinn 
anatpsiS. 

n the soldiex hps P po&& 

test result the second bottle 
will be available for indepen- 
dent analysis at the soldier's 
-. 

First person to be notified of 
the result will be the mm- 
manding officer. 

T k  drug culture in avilian 
life primarily affects those 
under the age of 30 and this is 
reflected in the Army. The aim 
of the CDT progwmme is to 
deter soldiers from misuse 
through an effective means of 
detection. 

Selection of soldiers or offi- 
cers for testing will be totally 
random. 

Officers who have a posibve 
test result will be required m 
resign from the Army. Soldiers 
w i ~  test positive will be dis- 
charged administratively. 

In exceptional circum- 
stances, under tight criteria, 
lance corpods and prkates 
may be given a second chance ,, ".... .. ... i. . . .  lorlhy Down: Rlght, Brb Inn Osbwrne, wlth (from left) Mai Chris W 

ulij Peter SmlM WFR and L1 Col Fwer k g g s  RLC and retained in the Service. 
The British Army is follow- 

ing the example of other Civilians in aviation, the oil While civilians may be lined, American military personnel 
nations' armies by adopting a and transport industry, and soldiers face losing their job was an unqualified success, 
protective, caring and sensible those operating dangerous and all the security that it holds resulting in abuse dropping 
approach to a condition machinery already face for the soldier and the family. rapidly by 82 per cent benmn 
endemic in modem society. mandatory random urine tests. A programme of testing 198Oand1988. 



I Why’ economic $I 
(How a Humber -, 

LRC esc 
from the 

TO MOST of us, “R and R” 
means one thing only - rest 
and recuperation. But for Pre- 
ston fanners Dave and Alan 
Heaton it stands for hard 
work, writes Brim Jewell. 
To them R and R signifies 

“recovered and restored”. 
When they bought a farm 

near Preston, Lancashire in 
1986 the brothers, both vin- 
tage vehicle enthusiasts, dis- 
covered a real ueasure on the 

boom-.. 
ONE Royal Engineers regiment is bracing 
itself for an upsurge in business as the 
sconamy recovers and more bouscs and 
roads are constructed. 

The highly-trained men of 33 Engineer 
Regiment (Explosive 

I DmDertv - a Second World I 

I light reconnais- 

The previous owner of the 
farm visited one day and, 
seeing Alan’s Dodge WC 52 
weapons carrier in the yard, 
confessed that 25 years earlier 

Ordnance Disposal), 
commanded by Lt Col 

Pictures: Chris Sexton, live 
every day with the con- 
sequences of the 

Second World War. They are responsible 
for defusing German bombs and clraring 
training &reds within the UK of cunvcn- 
tianal and chemical munitions. 

The “clean-up” has been going on since 
1945 over countryside usrd as bombing 
ranges during the war. More than 100 civil- 
ian searchers are employed to remove 
unexploded bombs and shells, and it is esti- 
mated their task will take at least another 

Options for Change added to the work- 
uad. As the Army’s training estate changes 
shape, ranges are closing and others are 
x i n g  rraligncd. In each case, 33 Regiment 
ias to cnsure no nasries are left behind. 

Construction work to rebuild shattered 
homes immediately after the Second World 
War revealed many unexpludcd bombs 
drnpped on Ismdon during the Blitz and 
an other towns and cities. 

A slump in the construction trade ten 
ars ago was reflected in a rcduction in the 

umber of call-outs received by bomb dis- 
mal sections. That trend is set to reverse. 
Royal Enginccrs bomb disposal began in 

940 when units wcrc formcd to build 

I 
I 

’ 30 years to complete. 

sandbag walls around enemy 
bombs before 

’ :  : 1 detonating them. 
By the cnd of 

he had buried what he called a 
“Humber scout car” in a field. 

VISIIOI~ to vehkb rnllles find It hard to belleve tho refurbished Humber light rsarnnalsr 
not beMl mothballed In an Army store for the p u t  quarter of a century 

car has I l%r SnmP 

. 

mounted on the chassis and a 
new steel bull was built using 
plywood templates caremly 
formed by taking measure- 
ments from another similar 
preserved vehicle. 

Door hinges and locks had 
to be hand made - a task that 
took several months. 

A second apreeabl- - a r i s e  

Royce,” said Michael Bell. 
The Humber made its first 

public appearance in 1990 
while stlll UI red primer pmt .  
After fitting out the interior, 
the car was finished in the 
livery of the 3rd Infantry Diw- 
sion Reconnaissance Regi- 
ment that landed on Sword 
Beach on D-Day, and this is 

how visitors to military 
vehicle rallies FCC thc 
resurrected vchiclc 
today. 

The CBT is one of 
3,600 Humber light 
reconnaissance cars 
produced d d n g  the 
Second World War. 

Marks I and II were 
built on the Humber 
Snper Snipe 4 x 2 ehas- 
sis in 1940. Msrlr m of 
1941 and 1942 had the 
same 4 x 4 chnssis p9 

Humber’s hemyntilky 
8-cwt truck and ambu- 
lance. 

kirk IIIA of 1943 
a fully floating rem 

we. In common with 
ail wartime Humber 
vehicles. the LRC was 

When it came to what seemed 
the end of its useful working 
life, he dug a hole and con- 
signed it to a rust-to-rust 
finale. 

Dave and Alan enlisted a 
group of helpers and dug up 
the Humber, which turned 
out to be a light reconnais- 
sance Mark I11 rather than a 

.i .was the discovery that the 

drivinn a Rolls 
scout car. 

The venerable old vehicle 
was in a miserable state. Most 
of the body aff of the scuttle 
was missing, the chassis had 
broken in two, and the rear 
axle WBS beyond repair. 

But it was not all bad newa. 
The from axle turned out to 
bc in excellent condition and 
the Super Snipe engine 
showed promhe of mwata -  
don. 

The Heaton brothee8 start- 
ed working on the && and 
e* while Humber &U- 
sist Michael Bell and his am 
made thanselm responsible 
for the body wurk A pleasant 
Surprise came when a suitable 
chassis fxame and rear axle 
werefoundnearBirmingh.m, 
courresy of fellow members of 
the Military Vehicle Trust. 
Surviving parrs and the 

overhauled engine were 

.. 

1 a t  year, about 

d been fbrmed 
to 25 comoanies 

,000 SappUS 

olved in bomb of field engineering - 6nding the bomb, reversed. Today, 33 Engineer Regimen 
has three EOD squadrons and a headquar- 
ters squadron - about 550 soldiers in 
plus more than 120 civilians employed 

I. The massive increase coincided removing rubble to gain access, liftins it 
out and taking it away for disposal. 

For the first five years after the war, the 
Few bombs fell conveniently on the work-load of bomb disposal units was 

erground or beneath me& of BD units reduced sharply until 
1967, by which time only two Regular 

the bomb was only Army sapper bomb disposal mopr 
remained. Since then the uend has beer . The rest waa a matter 

. .  

I 

POW& by the Super 
Snipe 6-cylinder &litre 
SSbhp enpine. 
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War Sir station at Wimbish in Essex. Main 
trpson for their renaissance WBS the fonna- 
don of NATO’s Rnpid Reaciiw Corps 
(ARRC), for which the spppcrs hsve been 
tasked to pmvide bomb disposal suppert in 
time of war. 

The 1st (UIQ Armourrd Division would 
be supported by 21 Field Squadron, and 
3rd (UK) Division by 49 Field Squadmn. 
Until it became a d a b l e  for release to the 
ARRC, 58 Squadron would rrmsin under 
national connuand . 

‘We have three main task6 in war,” said 
Col Sexton. “The dip 
p o d  of all chemical and 
biological munitions, the 
disposal of s u b d -  
tions (bomblets and the 
like), and the clmance 
of conventiod muni- 
tions from around hagb 
priority targets. 

“Imagine an enemy 
bomber dropping bombs 
all over the p h a .  u p  to 
20 per cent wouldn’t go 
off. Those that landed 
out of harm’s way would 
be ignored until afterthe 
WW. 

“During the war, the 
ones we would worry 
about would be those 
which landed on a bead- 
quarters, fuel and 
smmunition dumps or a 
hcspital. We would dis- 
pose of duster-bomb 
bomblets, large bombs 
lying around and ch& 
cal or biological weap 
ons.” 
Thac are five stages to 

an EOD task - locate the 
bomb, gain acms to it; 
defuse it; remm it to a 
safe =a; and dispose of 
it by bumina the €31, 

itup. Each squadrm has three mops of 
three EOD sections to cnny out these 
ta&, giving the regiment 27 sectionS in aU, 
each equipped to dealwith any emergency3 

The regiment’s operations room is 
manned 24-hours a day and provides a 
point of contact for outside agencies. 
Shelves stacked with folders con& origi- 
nal plans, maps and records of Second 
World War bombing ranges and uaining 

“Some years ago When the Danger UXB 
series wa8 on televisio~ we experienced a 
surge of activity, because public awareness 
of what a grenade or a bunerfly bomb 
looked like increased,” said special projects 
officer Maj Nick Sutherland. 

areaS. 

.. 

They realised they had unexploded 
bombs sitting on their mantlepieces and 
called for help. 

“Qlute often, unwanted ammUntion 
buried by members of the Home Guard at 
the end of the war comes to light.” 

Sappers from 22 Headquarters 
Squadron (EOD) snpport the three field 
squadrons in peace&, and have three 
a d d i t i o n a l  
responsibilities: 

c l e a r a n c e ,  
countering ter- and the equipment they wwid 
rorist bombs, and u(14 In dlthrant rltuatlons, rang- 

ing from parachute and com- 

battle -= 
Operation Crab- 
stick, codename for the - m a d 0  operations, to service 
search and removal of Second .: wilh the UN and undetwaw and 
pipe mines (explosives-filled 

. 
Left - LCpl John Adams use8 a 
Barren .50 callbra anlper rifle 10 
diepow of exploriva ordnance. 
Witha range of 1,WO metres,lhe 
weapon la Id& for exploding 
bomblets and other munitions 
from a .ate distance 

Right - LCpl Mick Abbon and 
SSgt Paul E i d d  with unexpiod- 
ad munitions found by the ngi- 
ment’s civilian soarchen during 

were buried under runways so they could 
be blown up when the Germans invaded). 

Maj Mick Rush said: “When an airfield is 
sold for redevelopment, we clear the mines, 
‘wing excavators to uncover them. My men 
operate the machines from the safety of an 
armoured vehicle, some distance away, 
using cameras and remote control.” 

Battle area clearance is a full-time occu- 
pation for civilian explosive ordnance 
searchers employed by the M i n i s t r y  of 
Defence. baffle area ciearanca 

I 

I At any one time, they might be cle 
the site of an old munitions factory in  an- 
cashire, the route of the A1 3 mad realign- 
ment and Channel h e 1  rail link, or 
range boundaries in Wales. 

Parr of an estate owned by composer Sir 
Andrew Lloyd Webber was once used as a 
bombing range. A team of searchers is sent 
regularly to find and remove unexploded 
ordnance from farmland on the estate. 

SSgt Paul Eldred, responsible for three 
search seFtions covering the north of 
Britain, told Soldie* his men worked m 
pairs searching an area 50 metres square. 

mine detector) to find buried ordnance. 
The other digs down and exposes the item. 
When they start digging; they don’t h o w  if 
it is expended or live. 

“They have found all som, from a Mills 
grenade to a cannon ball,” he said. “On one 

war 

experimenial fragmentation bomb.” 
LCpl Lee Mansell and Spr Weyne Bye of 

21 Reld Squadron would be responsible 
for disposing of unexploded chemical and 
biological munitions on iny future battle- 

Their job involves testing the shell for 
leaking vapour, encasing it in plaster of 
Paris to form a sealsnt and placing it in a 
gas-proof container before taking it away 

The sol& wear a gas-tight @pi& 
siit which enables them to work UI was 

“One uses a locator (a sophisticated mntaminared by chemical and other 
agents. A wmpressed-air breathing appa- 
r a m  is endosed. 

”It is unoDmfoRBble to work in, especial- 
ly m hot weather. You can lose pounds,” 
said LCpl Mansell. 

The re  is a lot of mining invnlved and, 
heesuse much of our work is carried out in 

Royal Enpfmr EOD opnton aqu@pwJ with mudkrmw 

contined spaces, not everyone wants to paratroop and commando uoops. 
take it on.” In the past 18 months, elements o 

Their uaining was put to the test wben squadron have served in Cyprus Be 
First World War mustard gas shells were Canada, Norway, Kenya, Mexico 
unearthed at a disused ammunition depot Falkland Islands. It has also provid 
in Hampshire. Soldiers from the regiment detachments for service on 0 
were able to clear the dangerous ammuni- Grapple in Bosnia. 
ton without too much risk What amacts soldiers to bomb dis 

Maj Mark Hainge commands 49 Field “I think it’s the perception that 
Squadron whicb,would support the 3rd actually doing a real, worthwhile J 
(UK) Division in war. explained Maj Hainge. “I found in 

“We would concenuate on choke points Falklands, ten years ago, that peopl 
- main supply routes which could not be grateful that I had cle 
diverted or hospitals whose casualties scattered around their h 
could not be evacuated quickly. We would “It’s the same in the 
also defuse bomblets scattered across our called to a suspea. device 
stockpiles of battle-winning logistic sup- tion of drainpipe or 
plies such as MLRS ammunition,” be said. German bomb, but by 

Because 3 Division includes 5 Airborne have removed fear and uncertainty from 
Brigade and 3 Commando Brigade, the their lives. It has tangible results and we 
field squadron has on its strength dedicated can feel modastly please about it, “ he said. 





Cymbeline 
keeps 
S a r a j e v o v  
peace 1 

brokers in L- 

II the picture 
ROYAL Artillery Cymbeline 
mortar locating radars are 
playing a key role in keeping 
the peace in Sarajevo. 

UNPROFOR commander 
Lt Gen Sir Michael Rose 
said the equipment was 
remarkably successful. 

“Tbanks to the Cymbelime 
we were able to stop a major 
attack in total violation of 
the UN Security Council 
resolution and the February 
airport cease-fire agree- 
ment.“ 

British Cymbelines were 

i 

-1 P I exerclrs in Eelglum 

pc 
i 

I 

a- I 

Er4 ri I I 
OFFICERS of the 3rd Banal- 
ion, The Duke of Wellington’s 
Regiment have traced the bat- 
tlefield of Waterloo on which 
their predecessors, the 33rd of 
Foot, fought 179 yem ago, 

The chance came during 
battalion’s first overseas caurp. 

Based at Camp Bastin, a 
former Bebum Light Cavalry 
Regiment barracks now being 
coverted into the Belgium 
Army’s Schwl of Infantry 
uaining centre, 3 DWR had 
access to 20 ranges, a her 
forested training area 
extensive private farmlands. 

Deals were struck with local 
farmers, with eggs and milk 
being swapped for compo 
sausages, bacon grill and other 
ration pack delights. Barbe- nch system, repelling a sim- 
cues to which local people were ted attack before withdraw- 
invited were a great success. 

Each company spent a day With thousands of rounds 
on the ranges, and had available to the sol- 
the opportunity to diers, tens of pounds 
make and throw of PE for the bom- 
Molotov cocktails bardment, GPMG 
and, accompanied by sustained fire and 
Belgium instructors, Slmm mortar illumi- 
build up confidence oation on call, it was 
by having Leopard an exciting shoot. 
tanks drive over their The GPMG SF 
trenches and man- team won the inter- 
holes. Other activities platoon competition 
included a crawl for the second year 
throughanarmwand ~ ~ running, although the 
pitch-black tunnel, and leaping Duke of Wellington’s Trophy 
through blazing windows. for champion company went to 

Companyrangedaysended A Coy from Barnsky and 
with each platoon involved in a Rotherham. 
defensive shoot. They occu- During a 36-hour R and R 
pied a First World WarKorean period many soldiers visited 

.‘ 

-6 under bombardment. 

~p gunners p w n  Cymbelln for actlon at the lbrklrh fort 

deployed to-Sarajevo in the time or more. We are guided by 
intelligence reports, so if we aftermath of the February 
learn something is going to 1994 market massacre and 

the subsequent imposition of happen we switch on the 
radars or swing them to a heavy weapon exclusion 
Lover the threat. They zone around the city. 
me set to cover those Five towed Cymbeline Mk 
areas where, in the past, 1 mortar locating radars 

from 1 and 3 Regiments, have happened. 
ain and limited radars mean1 7en the nature of the Royal Horse Artillery were 

country and the war, UNPRO- promptly flown in during the 
February crisis because FOR cannot be in all places all 
political sensitivity to NATO , thetime. 

s said the troop or United Nations retaliation 
against infringements of the 
exclusion zone or attacks on 
the Sarajevo “safe area” 
meant accurate information 
on firingpoints was essential. 

In September, G Troop 
from Hobne-based 40 Regi- 
ment RA, equipped with 
four FV432 armoured per- 
sonnel carrier-mounted 
Cymbeline Mk 2 radars, : 
deployed to Sarajevo for a 
six-month tour. The 63- 
strong troop, the largest ‘ 

,ne which ensures 
regular appearances on 
ion news reprts. 

dy Lewis said the ter- 

’ 

. at B ..____ D _  I 

Command. 
If a breach of the exclusion 

zone was proved, air strikes 
could be used in rrtaliation. 
On September 17 the Bo5 

nian Army put in a platoon- 
sized attack on the Sharp 
Stone feature, supported by 
290 mortar rnunds in 35 min- 
utes. “We made a lot of loca- 
tions that evening,” said Capt 
Lewis, “and Gen Rose was 
able to use the information to 
“..f “*-“*,.it,” 

scan a screen inside tbe 
system. 

So far the British Cymbe- 
Lines have not been attacked 
directly, although radars at 
the airport have taken stray 
small-arms hits during cross- 
runway fire-fights between 
BiH and Serb units. 

LBdr Kev Elwin explained 
that it was the first time his 
unit had done the job “for 
real”. Although Cymbeline 
was deployed to the Gulf it 
was not used in combat. 

From a sand-bagged posi- 
tion at the old Turkish fort, 
made BiH-held temtory, G 
rroop soldiers enjoys a 
panoramic view of Sarajevo. 

“We have many visitors,” 
said Capt Lewis, “including 
VIPs and politicians. Gen 
Rose came to watch the 
Sharp Stone battle.” 

People living near the 
Turkish fort are friendly, 
although a bnck was thrown 
through the window of a 
Land Rover recently. 

“The most serious 
dent we’ve had was H 
someone stole the 
line we had laid 

k: n Ripley I 
I 

. .  ,.. 

1 

ig Dick MUM 

. 
sites Bas- 

h fierc ting 

1 alion exercise during 
t h e  id week was support- 
ed by Puma helicopters from 
21 Squadron based at RAF 
Laarbriick in Germany. 

Lt Col Tom Bonas, C O 3  
DWR, said “For many of our 
soldiers from Sheffield, Barns- 
ley, Rotherham, Halifax, Hud- 
dersfield and Keighley this was 
their first trip to Belgium, and, 
with the experience of this 
camp behind them, I have a 
feeling it will not be theu last. 

“We have had a cracking 
exercise, been thoroughly well 
looked after by the Belgians - 
from the Lord Mayor down- 
wards - and achieved a very 
great deal.” 

“I“ 1444. 

e’s effectiveness i 
inh-level skills bi 

1 : ‘  

British unit in the Bosnian 
capital, works to the French- 
run Sector Sarajevo HQ. 

G Troop’s radars were 
deployed at the airport in the 
west of the city and at the old 
Turkish fort to the east, with 
its admin base set up in the 
Sarajevo television building 
m the centre of the city - a 
location close to “sniper 

S Sanjovo’s “sniper alley”, pictured from the 0 Troop base In the city wnM television studio 
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, successful 'Options' type scheme in the UK, e x c l u s i v d y s  

available from Natocars for tax free, tax paid and used car 
uchases. 

ATOLOAN Elect is designed to enable you to pay Lss per 
onth and change your car every 1.2 or 3 years. Thus. you 

af€d to buy a better car, cany on changing indefinitely 
and enjoy financial security Uvough the exclusive 
NATOLOAN inaurances. 

t 

L 
NATOLOAN Elecf is unique because it is avaiIable on all 
7Mk models in the NATOCARS' range and used cars up to 3 
years OM, giving a greater choice for the future. Elect also 

gives you the option of part exchange. 

PHONE NATOLOAN HELPLINE 01278 446787 NOW, 
=7 ~ o r  complete the coupon, and tind out just how little you need 

gto pay each month for your next new car. 

Right Checking their map a n  Cpl Jaron R&u& (left) end LCpl 
Paul McGlone lrom the Manchsstsr detachment 

.WOW: ~ p v f d  6owon IS ncmii mining . w g u m  with 116 - -WY, y.- 

-I 
syrt Dirk Smlth of the 
West Midlands speciell.t 
mlning team at Lkhneld 

unlt. 116 Provoet Comw 
W8S b8Ck wlth hl8 penni I il 

Left LCpl Andrea Bur 
checks her target d 
range practice 
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-&n: ~~~~ More than 90 members of fuel, food, ammunition and changes to test the CSSG sol- ed by Maj Robin Mudford, 
I 1  6 Provost Company, Royal was visited by the Provost Mar- 
Military Police (Volunteers), ports to Northern Germany. pressure. shal UKLF, Col Maurice 
which has detachments in West Nugenr, who is also Comman- 

dice on Pack Saddle, this I10 Provost Company, RMP. 

other stores from the Channel 

They were then kept busy 

diers' ability to rc-plan under 

During the two-week annual 

Fsx:-- ~ 

. I I am paWcuh&y lntcrcdtcd In w: Make I Modci 

Anticipated delivery date: 
For u5c in (Country): ~~~ 
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A NEW exhibition at the National Army Museum -A Sol- 
dier’s Skerchbook - features the Gulf War paintings of talent- 
ed soldier-artist Maj Robin Watt, writes Laurie Manton. 

The Royal Hussars officer observed the 
Gulf War from a unique perspective. Both 
his father and grandfather lived and 
worked in Iraq, and he spent school holi- 
days there as a child. 

From November 1990 to March 1991, 
he was attached to the headquarters of 7 
Armoured Brigade, part of the 35,000- 
strong 1st British Armoured Division 
which took part in the liberation of 
Kuwait. 

Riding in a Warrior infantry fight- 
ing vehicle, he advanced with the 
tanks of The Queen’s Royal Irish 
Hussars during Operation Desert 
Sabre, the ground offensive. Later, in 
Kuwait, he wimessed ,shocking scenes of 
devastation in the aftermath of the war. 

His rich palette, often wielded in the 
most diE~cult of conditions, captured the 
daily activities of the brigade itself, but also 
many facets of the desert environment of 
Saudi Arabia, such as camels, scorpions 
and exotic flowers. 

Robin Watt’s first one-man show consists 
of 180 paintings.and original sketches 
made in the field and includes studies of 
wildlife observed while serving in Canada, 
the Falkland Islands and Northern 
Ireland. 

To accompany the exhibition, the 
National Army Museum, in Hospital Road,’ 
Chelsea, has published the artist’s vivid 
account of his experiences in the Gulf, 
.e)Epn€mn letters and diaries, and i“ 

~ 

i 

D I ,  

&. I Tank crews of The Royal Scots Dragoon 
Guards load a Challenger, December 31,1990 

Mal Robin Watt, u r  d.t.ndm on to block outtho no*. d mrby Ch.lkng.r main bq$.ij;lL*, oo(1oMrml.. on hls .kach book In the deaerl 

e d t h r o ~ o u t ~ m e n y o f h i s w l o ~ .  “Itwasourgoodfortunethatmybrigpae‘ because of the addition of beautiful, 
Gen Sir Peter de la Billihe, opening the was asked to employ Robin Watt in painstakingly detailed drawings which help 

exbiiition, paid tribute to Robin Watt’s November 1990. He came to the Gulf fo . the reader not only to understand the curi- 
artistry. fight and also to mdrd, through his draw- ous conditions in which we lived for six 
“His work makes an important contribu- b, a brief moment in history. months, but also the sights we saw d m g  

tion to the history of the Brit& Army,” he “Like many of us he kept B diary. Th& and aker the battle. For me they are power- 
said. “It IS a unique record of soldiering in wdl all r e d  a war that, as with othas, ful reminders of dramatic and peaceful 
the field and provides an appropriate trib- contained mistakes and buman hilty, a moments, in many ways fpr more m d  than 
ute to the memory of those who &ed.” war in which each men’s tent or W e  the d t t m  word or pbotopphs. 

Mai Gen Pauick Cordingley, who com- was a private battle6eld of conmn d “His work also bigblighm the mange lux- 
mended 7 Armoured Brigade during the emotion. tapo8ition of beauty and horror that 

becolnts familiar to soldiers in war. The 

. .  

Above left-Going home. Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars’ Challenger tanks en route to AI Jubail 

Above right - Iraqi 169 tanks destroyed by Allied airpower, drawn in March 1991 

sketches of dawn and sunset in the desert, 
timelessly beautiful, lie uneasily next topic- 
NreS of casualties and destruction. 

“Robin’s artistry, lasting evidence of his 
talents, will be much appreciated by all 
of us who were there, and also by those 
wishing to understand the nature and 
atmosphere ofwarfare,” said Gen Cording- 
ley. 

According to Robin, who left the Army 
in 1993, his purpose was to produce a 
record of 7 Armoured Brigade in the field 
to raise money for the Army Benevolent 
Fund. 

He told Soldier he instinctively avoided 
the popular label “war artist”, which he 
found repugnant. 

“My purpose was simply to record what- 
ever I found. The sketches were not origi- 
nally intended for public view. Later I 
decided to include some of them because 
no subsequent work made in the comfort of 
a studio can match the immediacy of draw- 
ings and field notes made on the spot. 

“A few, made during Operation Desert 
Sabre, were drawn at night in almost pitch 

darkness, in sandstorms or driving rain, 
almost without being able to see either the 
point of the pencil or the paper on which 
the sketch was made. I always worked on 
the principle that something was better 
than nothing. 

“I have also commented on the after- 
math of the Gulf War, the images of which 
will remain forever with those who saw 
them. Ironically, of all sections of society, it 
is probably the soldier himself who views 
the effects of war with the greatest rewl- 
sion. 

“As time passes, I expect we will dwell 
less on its destructive aspect and more on 
its antithesis . . . those sometimes surpris- 
ing qualities of human nature that provide a 
balance and give us cause for hope, such as 
respect, selflessness, humour, dignity, 
compassion, patience, humility and great 
comradeship, to name but a few.“ 

A Soldisr’s Sknchbmk is on show at the 
National Army & k ~ s e u m  until February 
12, 1995. Admission is free. The book of 
the same title is published by the museum 
andcosts:--- -5. 





Minister concedes 
burden on families 

- hnual 
A$ ONE who remembers 

I emergerm of me 
deration of Almy 

wives, I find it inaed!bb it 
should already be holding 
its 12th annual wnfer- 
ence.ButtheWthitwas, 
and a very enjoyable day 
too. 

Speakers were well 
dxrsen, ahlmwh over 
lunch many delegates 
admined mat, for those 
who kept upwilh develop 
ments, there was nothing 
muoh new in the spsech- 
es. M e  were, however, 
notes of encouragement 
andsuppwl. 

Lord Henley, Parlia- 
mentary Under Secretary 
Of state for Defence, 
rather rashly, I thought, 
said his dwc was always 
open fa those who 
wanted to tak. He won 
90 

lstion t imeat the FAW conference threw up 
era1 issues on which there appearrrd 10 be 

considerable distance between questions 
from fhe floor and  answers trom the plafform, 
most notably over: 

0 Pensions tor widows and divorcees; 
t of long wajting lists for Service 

Concession flights to Northern Ireland for 

0 Very long time in prospect to clear backlog 

families '-$" ollowlng closure of military hospitals; 

wives' parents; 

o f  work on married quarters. 

Praise 
GEN Sir John Wilsey, C- 
in6 UKLF, osve detdk of 
menewLandcommand 
smdwe. 

Themmmandwillhave 
world-widn wpondbic 
ties, prlnwily in Qennany. 
Its annuai lwd@ is f2.8b, 
8 5 p e r c a m o f m i s  
fixed ooas, leaving only 
f170m for the mamte- 
nance of the winmand. 

Gen W b y  said half of 
the infanlty batmihs - a 

for UN trooDs 

is goal, 
says AC 

conference No 12 hears a message of renewed optimism 
many over by refening to Gen Sir John Wilsey, C- 
the late Anne Afmslrong i n 4  UKLF, using maps 
& her v i ~ ~ m u s  cam- andphotographs,twkthe 
paigning. conference on a QUW 

He also twnd him& MwofkmmrYt&plavia 
answering many of andpaklmutelo 
the questions in the Servicemen and 
openforumsedion - W n g  
oftheoonferenoe. there. 

Gen Slr Miohael In a lively address 
Wilkes, the Adju- delivered with 
lam General. gave tjanache. Oen W l w  
a twieling on the wokeoftheneedto 
way ahead. He avoidbwspiritsand 
spokeofthe'need plw. 
for gmd wmmuni- M y m r e m e b l  
cation and hah- wouldbetorelease 
lM~Med the desire the C-in-C from his 
for a mod of Stability. duties and m d  him 
Many heads nodded in a r w n d m e w o r ~ d t o g w  
agreement. up aoops and their fami- 

sideration would be plven (BY the way8 keep an 
to requests that unit eye out for the scheme 
mQvBs coincide wim whichwillhelpyousend 
SchooltermS. 

Gen wilkeg said con- lii. 

had their best inwesls at 
heart. He will be spread- 
ing the w a d  on my BFBS 
Counterpoint proDramme 
in the near future. 

An open forum behe 
lunch was well paced and 
mrew up a variety of que& 
tions, ranging from delaye 
in repsiring manied quer- 
ters to the issue of mm- 
pensation myments to 

and their 
Jill B u l z k l  

wnfemnm as chairman, 
hi@- in her reporl 
FAWs a o h i i  and 
hopeg forthe future. 

Shealsoremdcedon 
meFFdemun . '8 fwd- 
raking effw$ -f7,OW for 
BreaMh*kgh (the dwhy 
mncBmed with women's 
m); and. over the tinie I remained unw; 
Years. nearhr f27.m far vi"&. 

Wah such powerful 
women on its side, the 
Federation is assured of a 
voice. 

I don't mind admilling 
that when the FAW first 
came into being I was a 
dcubling Thomas. Anne 
Armsirong used to tell me 
the organisation was full 
of wtential. but for a Iona 

New housing 
service 'best' 
in the country 
THE Housing Trust wn- 
cept was an 'idea before 
its time", chief executive 
Mr Mike Robinson told the 
conference. 

But he believed the 
Defence Housing Execu- 
tive which replaces it 

families with the best 
hwsing service within the 
countty" and mat its top 
priority would be the need 
and requirements 01 Ser- 
vice families. 

He hoped me "rough 
and tumble" of budget alb- 
cations which dumped 
housing on the bonom of 
the heap wwld be pre- 
vented by the new execu- 
live, which would have 
resources dedicated to 
housing and its budget 
"ring-fenced". 

R will operate from 
within the MOD and be 
manag%d by a single 
headquarters. 

The Defence Housing 

w m  "pmvi  m c e  

Executive will be organ- 
i& on a basis of 25 
areas, said Mr Robinson. 
each manager dealing 
with 4,wO between properties. 2,000 and 

MOs in any area will be 
available to personnel of 
all three Services, leading 
to more efficient manage 
ment of stock. 

There would also be a 
significant investment in 
training for existing stall 
and methods of wnsuning 
Army wives would be 
investigated. 

Mr Robinson hoped 
there would be an ade- 
quate fund for mainte- 
nance. 

He fen that one mathod 
of improving effidency 
would be to cut down the 
paperwork. He revealed it 
twk 12 stages in the MOD 
to gel a repair ownpleted, 
against three to four in 
most civilian housing ser- 
vices. 

Report condemns 
'dangerous' MQs 
at Marchwood 

ne1 on Op Grapple). 
His references to the 

imporcanoe of avding 
gloom also ht home. lgot 
the impession Gen 
Wilsey wasn't 
weallwanderaroundwith 
fixed grins M, while 
reccgnising the past few 
years have bmghl many 
challenges. we s h l d  Mt 
forgat mai much 

allovermeworld. ServicamKnen who had One speaker stressed 
the FAW shou!d be learn- 
ing as well as campaign- pledse to balance criti- ingpregnant. 

dsm with praise in the As always, the r6al ing and, judging by this 
future. business of the day was , year's meeting I believe 

Mike Robinson spoke caniedoutoverlunch. every effort is being made 
abwttheHaudngExecu- I spoaed deleeetes to make that a reality. 
live which will take the from a number of or@- 
place of the proposed sations wnneotbd with 
Hwsing Tnial. He ssld family wekre, an-&l 
the principles of lhe themSSAFA.lhsS~ma~l- 
scheme remained the tans, WRVS, bye, 
same and was keen to 

workhasbeengoi L 

Perhaps we should ldltheForcsonbemm- 

%EA+ Worn 's  C m y ,  

POTENTIALLY dangerous 
prefabricated marned 
quarters on the Mulberry 
Road estate at March- 
wood, H a m  are to be 
redeveloped under a two- 
phase programme 

Ftty prelab Slent 
houses - condemned by 
an independent survey 
commissioned by the MOD 
-are to be demolished. 

New, modem housing 
mll replace mem before 54 
bnderscale' mmoneltes 
are demolished and 

deflections of suspended 
MOffi. 

'Demolition is urgently 
recommended." the repal 
concluded. 

The MOD had planned 
to dispose of the Mulberry 
Road mate and to build 
MOs on a new site. But the 
unavailability of an alter- 
native site, local planning 
difticulties and the deterio 
ration of the present quar- 
ters left no option other 
than the redevelopment -' 
Mulberry Road. 

Naafi spreads 
the tea taste 
NAAFI tea has moved into 
awy street. Fdlowing an 
enthusiastic response to 
ils commemorative D-Day 
packs, Naafi has placed its 
tea bags in 1,600 Londis 
stores in the UK. And 
1 ,OOO boxes of the distinc- 
tive tea bam are to be dis- 
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RASCrs 
despatch RED Kibble (November 14) 

Magnificent, regardless 
I beheve the Dine bands’ first NON-ARMY bands have been iSputed that The Black Watch 

I 
MAY I answer D J Macleod 
(November 141, who objected 
to Royal Air Force bands 
taking part in the Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo. 

As an ex-RAF Leuchars and 
=-Black Watch Territorial 
Army piper, my point is that 
1994 was not the first time by 
any means that RAF bands 
have taken part. 

_. - . . ... .. 
involvement was in the late featuring-in the Edinburgh 
1960s. Tattoo and other events for a 

And what about the Royal long time. Anyone who saw the 
Navy bands that have taken 1994 tattoo surely enjoyed the 
part over the years? RAF’s music and marching. 

Whoever is included, the The world of military music 
tattoo is always a magnificent would be poorer without the 
spectacle and long may it con- RAF, the Royal Marines and 
tinue. - Charles Cameron civilian bands. - Charles 
Carruthers, East Lothian. Gray, Glasgow. 

ann& by Eritlsh nat 

role at 
Arnhem 
AS A fellow Canadian may I 
reply to Frank Smith, of Alber- 
ta (November 141, who asked 
whether the RASC or the sap- 
pers were responsible for air 
despatch at Amhem and for 
the rest of the Second World 
War. 

I am an exchange officer and 
fill the Regimental Operations 
Major appointment with 29 
Regiment RLC, the last ~ g i -  
ment in the British Forces 
which has air despatchers. 
This regiment has the 

“experts” on the history of air 
despatch and I asked the offi- 
cer commanding 47 Air 
Despatch Squadron to provide 
the answer to the query. 

Air despatch was the respon- 
sibility of the Royal Army Ser- 
vice Corps in Europe from the 
formation of the Airborne 
Forces. In the Far East this task 
was carried out by the units of 
the Royal Indian Army Service 

Ten aircraft of 437 Squadron 
Royal Cnnadian Air Force 
were provided for re-supply 
sorties to Arnhem on Septem- 
ber 21, 1944 and the despatch 
crews were from 799 and 800 
AD Companies RASC. 

The squadron pmvided a 
further 15 aircraft on Septem- 
ber 23 and all of the despatch 
crews were from 223 AD Coy 
RASC. 

These were the only sorties 
flown by 437 Sqn RCAF 
during the Battle of Amhem. 
All the other sorties they flew 
were glider towing missions. - 
Maj Mue Titus, Cdn 
Exchange OEr, 29 Re@ 
RLC, Duke of Gloucester 
Barracks, South Cemey, 
Glos. 

corps. 

French First Army ‘“I “A- I 

deserves the GC FOR ONE last time, at this 
year’s Victory Celebrations, 
could there not be a parade of 
standards of the old county 
regiments? 
This would be a fitting 

recognition of all they achieved 
in the Second World War and 
other conflicts, before they 
were sacrificed on the altar of 
Defence cuts to be merged into 
conglomerates that bear little 
relationship to the counties. 

For example, The Royal 
Anglians mean little to the 
majmiq of Northamptonshire 
people, unlike their old regi- 
ment, The Steelbacks. 

What a chance for Mike 
Parker to put on a great display 
of the nation’s and the Army’s 
history. - Bob Aveling, 
Northampton. 

~ 

Workshops can do until ws get the new equlpment . . .” 

AS I WRITE, some Members 
of Parliament have been spray- 
ing bile over France and Ger- 
many by careful selection of 
past events. Others make per- 
haps more balanced judge- 
ments. 

In 1940 I was in France 
when the French 9th Army, 
composed of the First World 
War-weary veterans collapsed 
in the Ardennes and we had to 
reueat to Dunkirk. 

At the time the then War 
Office estimated the Royal 
Navy could take off 20,000 
troops: in the ewnt the 
number was 300,000. 

Thereweretworeasons-the French First Army or ea( 
lesser being that each German 
division had 5,000 or 6,000 
horses whicb moved at three 
mph and each horse needed to 
eat ten times the weight of a 
soldier’s rations. 

division that foughi there the 
George Cross, or even the Vic- 
toria Cross? 

Out of every 15 of us who 
got out at Dunkirk, 14 owe our 
escape to that army. 

The maior reason. however. Awardine the medal or Anonymous note was that the French First Army medals may well bring back 
at Arras fought the Germans to that smile to the Queen. 
a standstill, allowing us to After all, if the situation medal from 

the State recorded Suez escape. becomes desperate in former 
At the D-Day commemora- Yugoslavia, the French and 

don, the Queen looked the British UOODS mav vet aeain 
happiest I have seen her m 
public. 

Dunkirk, award either the Bournemouth. 

have to c & r  ea& o&er’s 
reueat by playing leapfrog. - 

Why not, 55 years after Leonard Holloway, 

~ 

medal decision 
served in that theaue. - H 
Whitehead BEM, Nether 
Poppleton, York. 

TO SOLVE the Suez Canal 
Medal issue once and for all, 
the qualifications for the Accu- 
mulated Service Campaign 
Medal should be widened to 
include this emergency. - R S 
carr, southport. 

REFERRING to the refusal of 
medals for Suez 1951-54, D 
Atkinson (November 28) men- 
tions awards for the Russia and 
Malta campaigns. 

As a gunner in merchant 
ships in the Second World War, 
I received the Malta Medal - 
but I would point out that it 
and the Russian Convoy 
Medal were awarded by the 
Maltese and Russian Govem- 
ments, not the British. 

This is not to say I am not in 
sympathy with Mr Atkinson’s 
point of new. - E J Craske, 
Peterborough. 

LEN OLIVER (November 14) 
finds it hard to believe there is 
nothing on file regarding the 
decision to turn down a Suez 
Canal Zone medal. 

The minutes of Army Coun- 
cil meetings for the period 
1951-54 have been examined 
by a number of Canal Zone 

CALLING ALL ARMY POETS I . 
( P I  Grotesque’ compensatio 

WHY did you join up? &ny Up to two poems, no longer 
N m  seeks verse for an Armed than 30 lines, may be submit- 
Forces anthology on the ted by January 31. - Kerrie 
rewards and risks of Service Poteman, Poetry Now, 1-2 
life. All who have poems WainmanRoad, Woodston, 
accepted will receive royalties. Peterborough, PE2 7BJ. 

- 
SO WOMEN who have I& the FOI- due to pregnancy are ellglbk 
to clalm grotesque amounb of compensation for what ultlmaiely Is 
a self-Inflicted wound and breach of contract. What about all the ex- 
Servlcewomen who honoured their contracts, did the honest thing 
and obtained thelr dlacharge “Free on Marrhga” to enable them to 
stnn thelr family? - A A Bolland (ex-RMP, wlfe SX-QARANC), War%- 
cambe, ~ancs. I veterans and they have pointed 

out that there are no details of 
the Council’s deliberations on 

It may have been, therefore, 
that the decision was taken 
informally, out of session, by 
the Council. 

The department’s records 
are also not explicit but do con- 
firm that a decision was taken. 
This is an unsigned, undated 
minute posted in a 1960 Medal 
Office Decisions Book and 
sadly it is not worth the paper it 
was written on. 

As I have said before, we 
were on active service and a 
Suez Canal Zone medal ought 
to be awarded to all those who 

. thismatter. 

0 CORRESPONDENTS are 
asked to include their full 
name and address, printed 
In block capitals where 
handwritten. Letters should 
he brlef and to the point: 
they may be edited for 
publlcatlon. 

Hogmanay, Italy 1944 
ERNIE Case’s Christmas the snow and cold. However, 
lunch-balfatinofstewanda we did rather bener than 
pieceofcake-inItalyin 1944 Emie. There were quite a few 
(SoLlier, October 3) reminded chickens about and the Jocks 
me of my own experience. soon sorted things out. It 

I was servingwiththehvat worked out at one chicken 
Scouts attached to Gen betweennvo. 
Anders’s Polisb Corps and we We also bad pork for New 
relieved the Americans on Year. One of the lads who had 
Monte Grande. been a butcher in Glasgow 

That Christmas our troop killed a pig, skinned and quar- 
was occupying an abandoned tered it and hung it up for Hog- 
Italian farmhouse on the for- manay. - Eddie Rusecll, 
ward slope. I well remember Formby, Liverpool. 

Received wisdom 
C R DAVIS of Ontario (October 3 1) tells of Canadian Morse oper- 
ators who insisted on using both AR. (“reply expected”) and VA 
(“no reply required”) at the end of a transmission. 

I was also an Artillery signaller and do not remember using VA. 
In our Service AR (known then as Ack R) meant Acknowledged 
and Received. - A J Jewell (ex-* Signaller, Driverlop), 
Morden, Surrey. 
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I I T  WASN’T THE BULLET THAT CRIPPLED HIM.’ 

I T  THE PENSION. 

Alternatively, talk to your UAO. 

~ 1 PLEASE SEND ME M E  INKXM4l’DN. 
PAX+ FREEPOSI CN43, GARRW HOUSE, CHADON ROAD, W I T E M  SURREY CR3 5 

I i  ’ ,  NAME WIN# ’ 
M A D W E S S  

I B A L L  IN A .GOOD CAUSE 

RMA GUN RUNNERS PULL IN THE MONEY I 
inking the strain (rlght) am 
some of the 71 cadets and ten 
$tM who toOk part In the Marne 
Company gun run at RMASsnd- 
hunt to ralse money for the 
Army Benevolent Fund, the Can- 
cer Raaenrch Campaign, e apa 
slal urn baby unlt at Shettlald‘a 
Jaasop Hospltal for Women 
snd St Columba’s Hospice for 
me termlnally 111 In Edlnburgh. 

105 p c k  howlmr around a 
measured clrcult In the AcaBs- 
my’s grounds, wmpletlng 21 
mlles In 19.5 runs end collect- 
ing f7,3W for the charltle8. 

Threa platOOM MCh pulled a 

Signallers to the rescue-4 
of children’s camp AN ANNUAL holiday camp 

for 40 deaf and dumb Russian 
children suffering from blood 
disorders was in danger of 
being cancelled until members 
of Sennelager-based 200 
Signal Squadron stepped in. 

For the past four years the 
people of Bad Lauterberg have 
financed the camp for disabled 
and disadvantaged school- 
children from Chernobyl. 

But this year the camp was 
threatened by escalating costs. 

Following a plea from Hem 
Borner, owner of the campsite 
iu the H a a  mountains where 
the squadron was holding its 
adventurous training camp, 
2iC Capt Simon Parry and 
QM Capt Mick Pawlak agreed 
to provide tentage, bedding, 
power, lighting, labourers and 
chefs. The squadron did not 
actually have any of the kit 
needed, but acquired it all with 
the full support of Brig Andrew 
Pringle, Commander 20 
Armoured Brigade. 

For two weeks. the children 
and their teachers took part in 
activities laid on by the people 
of Bad Lauterberg and St 
Andreasberg. 

“I think I can say on behalf 
of the lads that it was an enjoy- 
able time, and we were proud 
to represent the squadron and 
the brigade in what we think 
was a really worthwhile cause,” 
said Cpl Duncan. 

0 . .  

The Paderborn and Sen- 
nelager Anglo-German Club 
and 3 Armoured Field 
Ambulance helped four 
pupils and parents from St 
Hildegerd’s Kindergarten spe- 
cial needs school in Sen- 
nelager, and 12 children and 

Slim-llne WO2. (AQMS) Bob 
Chappell REME helped raise 
e440 for the Altken Nursery at 
the Ulster Hospltal, Dundon- 
ald. Serving on attachment 
with The Argyll and Suther- 
land Highlanders in west 
BelfsSt, Bob managed to shqd 
211b desplte a busy work 
schedule supponlng his 
unlt In the clty. He is plctured 
wlth children and staff In the 
nursery 

three helpers from the Variety 
ts 
n 
0 

such 
Mam 

Wwlwich. 
Someone whispered 

chute jump” and foul 
volunteered. 

One, Jeannie Baldwin, was 
posted before the event, but 

others quickly stepped into hi when ATR Bassingbourn 
harness. converted a hanger into a con- 

vincing barn dance venue. Pro- The find quartet 
Tyson, Jackie Stobbart, ceeds from a raffle raised L500 
Swain and Nicola Bmsc 

B . .  ended up at Bad Lippspringi 
for instruction. 

A 12-mile sponsored cycle 
15,OOOft - were supported by ride and other fund-raising 
the Familia’ Otficer, friends activities by A (Royal 
and even a husband clutching Gloucestershire Hussars) 
an insurance document. Squadron, Royal Wesw 

A Hawks’wives fun day I Yeomanry resulted in the 
Munster raised Gloucestershire Macmillan 

Cancer Nurse Service being 
presented with a cheque for 
L4,000. 

0 . .  

Their tandem jumps - from 

own HOrder Re 
The Royal Lagbtic Corpa 

horse sanctuary spi at Deepcut provided more 
than 30 soldiers to ac t  as col- 
lectors for the Poppy Appeal af 
the Claoket Lane service area 
of the M25 during the fist tyo 
weeks of November. ‘REII. 
counq field officez John. 
Whiteley visited Princess 
Royal Barracks to thauk tbe 
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War museum SEARCHLINE SOLDIER 
to Soldier plans battle . .  

TA5 IAE. deteils of wants and units 
involved at Ramree Island, off 
wast of Burma, February 1945, 
when 1,000 Japanese soldiers 
trapped by BMsh forces were 
decimated during the night by 
crocodiles. Replies to Wayne 
Padaett. 64 Weston Drive. Dalv 

of the RAEC Museum is trying to 
compile a dossier of personal 
m u n t s  of serving and former 
members of the AECIRAEC, with 
parh lar  emphasis on qwa- 
tions. Memories of training, edu- 
cs6onal methods, Army lifestyle 
also gratedully recalved. Write to S 
JAnglim, Curator, The RAEC 
Museum, Wikon Park, &awns- 
field, Buckingham HP9 2RP. 

at the Oval Timothy ~awnnce Ounen 
m p ,  ex-SgVDNm Mal 
24159057, 1 R Hmps CMpS of 
DNmS, HQ COY, last knWn COn- 
naught Banacks, Dover Please 
contact HanMh M Robins, 4 
Daston Close, Broadway. Worcs 
WR12 7BN (le10386 853194) 

swch exeuitkm, ula KoW, 
1872: G S Aujalay, GPO Bax 226. 
Rangoon, Burma seeks family or 
regimental details of an incldent 
invdwng Deputy Commissmner 
Cowan, when 50 Man dhan Sikhs 
(Kookas) w e  executed on Jan 
17.1872 at Maler I@&, Ludhiana 
District. 

VE Dn, BBC TV progmmm: 
Producer seeks photwpaphs 
taken on or near VE Day and the 
reminiscBnc8s of people in the 
photcgraph Contact Jenny 
Abbott, Room oM8, Kensington 
House, Richmond Way, London 

503 Field compun, R E  Ex- 
members wanted for proposed 
reunion. Contact L E Peapland 
MM, 35 F h s h e r  Way, Goring by 
Sea, Worthing, Wast Sussex 
BN12 6 W  (tel0903 232728). 

Ramme Island 1945: Royal 

W14 

WHAT HAVE cricket, gardening, 
fashion andfurnituretodowiththe 
5Mh anniversary of the end of the 
Second World War? 

Plenty, if the Imperial War 
Museum's 1995 victory Festival, 
running from March 17 to August 
28. is anything to go by. 

Surviving players who took part 
in the Victory Test matches 
between England and Australia in 
1945 will attend a match a1 the 
Oval on Saturday May 6. organ- 
ised by the museum in wnjunc- 
lion with promoter David English. 

In the same month, to mark the 
anniversary of VE-Day, the 
museum is joining with Harkness 
Roses (Hitchin) to launch a new 
variety of the symbolic flower. 

Part of the pmceeds from sales 
of the peachy pink dassic hybrid 
tea, to be named Reconciliation. 
will go to the Royal British Legion. 

Fashion and furniture in the 
1940s are the themes of two of a 
series of special events and exhi- 
bitions which start with London at 
War , in which a Lyons Corner 
HOW, a prefab, part of a theatre 
and an art-deco cinema will be re- 
created. 

And in the Home Front Memori- 
al Gallery the names 01 the 60,000 
men, women and children killed 
by enemy action in the war will be 
displayed from records compiled 
by the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission. 

As a tribute to those who fought 
in the two world wars and other 
mnflicts and 10 their lamilies, the 
museum, in Lambeth Road, 
London SEI, will be free 10 all vis- 
itors on VE Day (May 8) and VJ 
Day (August 15). 

ereo 10 ine imps as iney were 
wakened by trumpet calls at 0630 
on October 25. 

LatertheKRHbeatthelst Bat- 
talion, The Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders at five-a-side fodhall 
and the day ended wilh a dinner in 
the officers' mess attended by Sir 
Patrick Mayhew, the Northern Ire- 
land Secretary, and the CO, A and 
SH. Lt Col 'AK" Miller. 

A piper from the Argylis played 
during the dinner, which mm- 
memorated the Baladava battle 
honour awarded alter the Charge 
of the Light Brigade to the 11th 
Prince Albert's Own Hussars, now 
KRH. and ten other cavalry regi- 
ments and an infantry regiment. 

CnrlnthUStvrb: Reunion of I 
. I  

CG,"CA&015, USA. erating tor&, army of occupatim 
and those who "passed through", 

Pta John hran Hyde: Relatives of to be held in Carinthin. Austria, 
Re Hyde, of D Coy, 4th Linwlns, between May 3 and 12 1995. All 
who was killed in Holland on tamilies welcome. Details horn 
March 6, 1945. aged 18. are John Lewindon, Market Square 
sought by Mrs Florence Britten, Chambers, RocMOrd. Essex SS4 
formerly McNee, whose husband. 1 AL (tel 0702 547580). 

New WFR uuocletlon, swk 
Worcestershire and shemood 
FMESIE~S Regimental Assoclatlon 
newly formed in Rugefey, Stalfs. 
meets s e c ~ d  Thursday of every 
month. Contact secretary R 
Bailey. (RPWMC), Mansefield 
House, 10 Market Street, R w e y  
(le1 01889 582808) for demls. 

P h t  Tmop, 73 Sqn RE, ChrW- 
R1.. Island, h s r c h  196lJlmh 
1962). George Swll (ex-Cpl. 
RAOC laundry) seeks copy of a 
squadron or olw phdograph 
taken at the Nme Will meet 
expenses. Repliesto38Randolph 
street, Anfield, Liverpool, 4, 
Merseyade L4 OSA. 

8.lM School Tralnlng: 80 
Reserve D W n ,  Ballol School, 
Sedbergh (now Cumbna), early 
1942. If anyone has informatton of 
the trruning school and staff, 
please mmaci S Barnngtm 6 

.,..I 
REUl >Nf 
17 (CMUnne) !Hy RA: All ranks 
reunion at Corunna W e n d  in 
Guterdoh, Jan 13-14. All past 
members encouraged to attend. 
Details from S a t  N C Sedgewick, 
17 (Corunna) Bty, 26 Regt RA, 
BFPO 113 (Id Gutmloh Mil 333 
(010495241 106333). 

160 Rgt RCT Reunlon Club 
Reunion dinner on Jan 14 at WOs' 
and SgW Mess, PWOG Barracks. 
Grantham. Details from PMC on 
091 2631207 

Argyll and Sutherland lilgh- 

AgocieUon: ScMtish branches' 
annual dinnerdance will be hekl 
at Stabs Normandy Hotel. Febru- 
ary 24. Former members 'and 
friends invited to wntaet J Gaugh- 
an, 49 Caitha Crescent. Paisley 
(tel 041-889 9120) or U Col J M 
Lauder (tei 041-884 8463) for 
details. 

REME Agoclation (Scotland): 
Dinnerdance in Scotland area, 
Feb 25. Details from WO1 (ASM) 
Sandy Wilxn, ES Branch. Army 
HQ Scotland, Craigiehall, South 
Queensferry EH30 9TN (tel Edin- 
burgh Mil2689). 

The Oueen's ReglmenUI ASM- 
cletlon: Annual reunion and 
AGM, March 4 at Victory Services 
Club, Marble Arch. Tckets (f8.50) 
from the Secretruy, RHQ, PWRR, 
Howe BarracXs. Cantetbury, Kent 
CTI IJY (tel 0227818054). 

RHA Auocfatlon, Trowbrldge: 
Reunion dinner, Civic Hall, Trow- 
b r i i e ,  March 25 open to all past 
and present members of any 
Royal Horse Artillery unit. Mem- 
bership not essendai, ladies web 
m e .  Details from Dinner 
Senetary. 44 King Street, Melk- 
sham. Wilts SN12 6HF (tel 01225 
708223). 

5 PWRR: WO$ and Sgts' Mess. 
Past and Present reunion dinner, 
April 1. open to all SNCOs (Regu- 
lar, NRPS. TA) who have served 
with 4 Bufls, 5 Buffs. 5 Queens or 
5 PWRR. Details from WO1 
(RSM) S Scully or Mr Skeet on 

landem (FThlCaaS LOula6'S) 

01227 462769i761397. 

4 Coy Coldatrum O d e  18% 
55: Third reunion dinner, Birming- 
ham, April 8. Contact Harry 
Westgarlh, 49 Rokeby Park;Hull 
HU4 7QE (tel0482 503648). 

7th Para RHA will cdebrale Akhl 
Medkhel Day on April 26-29 in 
North Camp, Aldershot. Former 
members of "Yellow who 
wish to attend should wntact 
WO2 Nobby Ciarke, F Para Bty, 9 
Para RHA. Lille Barracks, Alder- 
shot, Hants G u l l  2NQ. 

Polar Bears: 143 Fd Regt RA 
reunion luncheon, May 27. Con- 
tact T Weller, 8 Seapint Road, 
Broadstairs, Kent CTtO ITH (tel 
0843 861660). 

Combined Ex-Sewlcea AwocC 
ation of Erldlhgton: 14th annual 
conference and reunion weekend, 
Blidlington, June 16.18. Tickets 
(f6.50) from Mags Whittlesea, 6 
Springfield Avenue, Bridlington 
Y015 3AA. 

669 Squadmn AAC: Past mem- 
bers sought for reunion weekend 
at Wattisham Airfield, July 8-9. To 
indude predecessor units 669 
SqnRAF, 1912UghtLlaiwnFlt, 
12 Independent Fn, 131 Flt 
RA% Details and from 131 CoH Avlatlon Knwvles. FH RCT. 669 

Sqn,4RegtAAC,BFPO41 (arch 
Wattisham Airfield. Sulfolk IP7 
7RA alter January 20). 

2nd En Coldatmm Guards 
(Aden 1964-65): Reunion for 

held in London on September 15. 
De3allsfrom Maj F P Horsfall. Staff 
Superintendent, House of Lords, 
London SWIA OPW (Id 071 219 
3213 or 081 882 6072). 

56 Signal Squadron (V) East- 
bourn: All ranks past and pre- 
sent, and wives, annual reunion 
dinner, October 14 (previously 
arranged for Oct 7). Details from 
PSAO. 56 Sig Sqn (V), TA Centre, 
Seaside, Eastbourne, E Sussex 
BN22 7NL. 
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F (Sphinx) Pamhute B.(tuy, 

those who served in Aden 10 be 

tableau, recently Installed In 
the nev regimental 
museum of The Royal Irish 
Reglment In Ballymena, whlch mcre 
atw an lncldent In 1944 before the fall of Monte Cssrlno. The 
scene s h o w  the aftermath of an 0 Gmup whlch took PlaCe on 
May 14,1844, with Maj John Horsfall, who hed just SSSUmad 
command of 2 UR, on the left, the then Lt Col Bredh (COm- 
mandlng 6 Inniskillings ) in the obntm, and Brig Pat seott, 
Ellgade Commander, 38th (Irlsh) Erlgede, on ths right. Gen 
Bledln Is holding a Banlenxe pennant of 78 Division, of whlch 
38 Brlgade was a part throughout the ltallan campaign. 

Non-shining I - 

example 
THE IRISH Army has been 
~asued with a new combat 
boot. Each palr Is sccompa- 
nled by Inatructlons on 
cleaning and maintenance. 
Black dubbln only Is to be 
used instead of poliah, lead- 
Ing to the unusual slhlation 
of soldiers balng under 
orders not to polish thelr 
boots. . . 

Fox Corner 
cross back 
on its feet 
A RARE cross at Fox Corner near 
Bagshot which was damaged by a 
vehicle has been refurbished 
thanks to the efforts of the Guild- 
ford branch of the Royal Artillery 

Cathedral 
back to its 

Association. 
The loft cross stands near the 

Bullswater and Pirbright camps 
where thousands of men were 
trained, and wmmemorates the 
many men who passed the spot 
and later fell in the First World 
WM. 

It has been adopted as a 
memorial to soldiers of other wars 
but bears no names of the fallen; 
their names are on memorials 
scattered round theglobe, said Mr 
Ken Pemberton-Wood, branch 
welfare officer and one of the first 

THE Army's "Cathedral", the 
Sandhurst Military Chapel, has 
been restored at a wst of f 1 m. 

The restoration work, managed 
by Gibb Architem Ltd, was fitted 
around normal daily use of the 
chapel, buik in 1897. and had to 
be guaranteed maintenance-free 
for at least 60 years. 

External work included particu- 
lar attention to stonework and the 
wmmission of hand-made bricks 
and terracotta units. Art, damaged 
woodwork and polished sudaces 
inside the chaoel were also refur- 

KRH's round APPOINTMENTS 
~ 

of gunfire 
Colomb - R A Field-Smith - To 
be CO ASTS. Nov 21 ; N C D Lm- 
gm-To MOD. Nov 21; R J Sandy 
- To MOD, Nov 22, M R Bmckle- 
bank - To 6 Dent Gp. Nov 25; J I 
Montgomery - To UK Sp Unit 
SHAPE, Nov 22; J R Eradley -To 
7 Dent Gp, Dec 14; M DConroy - 
To MOD AMD. Dec 19. 

Lt Cols - J E G i b  RE - To HQ 
RSME. Nov 21: A M  Mathew RLC 

~~ ~~ ~ ~ 

Signals, Nov 24; G F Smyihe, late 
RGJ, Nov 26. 

-To HQ Gutersbh Gar, NOV 23; T 
C R B Purdon WG -To MOD, Nov 
21 ; I P White AAC - To RCB, NOV 
21 : K B Anderson RLC - To be CO 
156 Tpt Regt, Nov 21; A M Hood 
RLC- To be CO 17 Port and Mar- 
ltime R6giment RLC. Nov 21. 
RETIREMENTS 

Colonels - B L BeHon. late R 

GUNFIRE at dawn marked the 
140th anniversary of the Battle of 
Balaclava for men of The King's 
Royal Hussars serving in Belfast. 

But the "gunfire" in question 
was of the liquid variety, a lethal 
wncOction of rum and tea, stirred 
by the CO, Lt Col Richard Shirrefl, 
and RSM Bill Stc4hrt. and deliv- 

staff members of 
Solder. 

The cross was re- 
dedicated at a ser- 
vice organised by l'he crosa a€ Fox C o r w  
Mr Pemberton- 
Wwd with Brig Dick Regiment and Gurkha 
PuMs and Gnr representatives, Gen 
Michael Hall, presi- Mike Steele, Chairman 
dent and chairman of the executive wuncil 
of the Guildford of the Royal Artillery 
Branch of the RAA. Welfare officer Ken Association and both 

Maj Crispin Pembetton-Wood mayors of Guildford 
lngham and gun- and Woking. 
ners from Mr Pemberton-Wood's A drummer from the Princess 
old TA regiment in the Midlands of Wales's Royal Regiment 
before the war, now 59 Battery, sounded The Last Post and 
Royal Arlilleiy, at Pirbright. were Reveille and a piper of the Black 
present along with Parachute Watch played a lament. 

bished. 

MlLlTARlA 
ial War Museum 

I February 5: The ilalian Campaign photo display. Until August 
: D-Day to Victory exhibition. From March: London at War exhibi- 
n; Home Front Memorial Gallery roll of honour; special film season. 
om Aoril: Channei Islands occunation and liberation exhibition. 

owdons' nmnanbilh: Gordon 
Highlanders memoratilia sarght 
to dewrate functton room used by 
local Gordons OCA. Contact J S 
Splndley, 30 Jennys Lane, Raven- 
stone. Coelvilb, Leics LE67 2AP. 

AkrH (Aprll6, IW), during which 
three VCs were won and many 
lives lost. Involved were 3rd 
County of London Yeomanry, 4th 
Indian Div, 51st Himland Div, 50th 
Northumbrian Div plus supporting 
units. Contact B S Barnes, 3 
Mansfield Court, Newland Park, 
Hull, N Humberside HU5 2DF (tel 
0482 46704). 

4-6; 1940s fashion shows From August Vicfory in the Far East 
ay 

Other events to be announced 
Researcher wishes to contact and 
interview 8th Army veterans who 
tmk parl in the battle of Wed1 

To include public events in this diary, contact the Editor. 



Heroism in the hell 
nemories I .apt u red I 
3n vide that was Kohima 

WISELY, perhaps, the Army 
&nevolent Fund has opted for 
the minimum of voice-over, 
and has dispensed entirely with 
commentary, on its video of 
The Drumhead Serviu L$ 

Thanksgmnr, a record of its 
50th annivassry commanom- 
don held at the Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea, in June. 

Instead, supplemented by 
captions to xntmduce key plsy- 
ers, it lets the pageantry and 
music tell their own story of a 
unique occasion attended by 
the Queen Mother. 

Every Standard, Guidon 
and Colour ofthe British Army 
was represented, and parries 
from those regiments and 
corps which do not have 
Colours were also there. 

The Bands of the Cold- 
sueam and Scots Guards, the 
colourful entrance of the Mili- 
tary Knights of Wxndsor to a 
flourish of Elgar, and the main 
parade are intercut with shots 
of the guests. 

Addresses by, among others, 
Si lssker Wa*s VC, are 
c a p ~ r e d  for posterity, as is a 
poignant moment when the in- 
pensioners stand to attention 
as buglers from The Light 
Division play The h t  &st 

The 25-minute video con- 
tains footage from the recep- 
tion in Burton’s Court, when 
Maj Michael Patker, producer 
of the event, a representatme of 
one of the fund’s homes, a 
young lieutenant from the 
A4C (whose Guidon was on 
display to the rest of the Army 
for the tkst time) and ABF 
Conmllw Maj Gen Mike 
SWindeUs, speak about the 
occasion. 

Although perhaps edited a 
little fiercely in places, that is a 
minor quibble about a marvel- 
lous muvenir. After all, how 
many times in the next 50 yemy 
we no fewer than seven field 
marshals likely to be filmed at 
one fell swoop? - PW 

mt, Drumhead ssrvlce ot 
ThtmkagMng 30th JUM 1094. 
AvailaMe from Malcolm Havergal, 
Army Benevolent Fund. 41 
Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR 
or Chelsea Hospttal shop, price 
fll 75 (PraceedstoABFfunds) 
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“THE hiIl-~t&on~ of the &j 
were enchanted oases for 
plainsmen from the humidral- 
lqrs of the sub-continent far 
below. 

“From the sticky> terrible 
heat of the Punijh, Msdns 
Residency or Assam, cars and 
little railway8 carried sweating 
planters, offiads and their 
families. . . up terraced slopes, 
winding around the hills of 
Simla, Ooracamund and 
Kohima. 

“Under oak and conifer, m 
cool, almost English land- 
scape, the English rode and 
walked over the pine needles in 
the woods and rides, played 
golf, billiards and tennis or 
danced in the club”. 

It was at one of these uoases” 
in April 1944 that all hell broke 
out, a hell known as the Bauk 
of Kohima, whch 18 the sub- 
fen of a recentlg-published 
book, Not Ordinary Men, by 
John Colvin. 

Mountbatten said it was 
“prohably one of the greatest 
battles in history. . . in e h t  
the Battle of Burma”. It is, 
however, an action about 
which there is much ignorance 
- not entirely surprising when 
the Allied forces in Burma are 
constantly referred to as the 
Forgotten b. 

The author contends that 
had Kohima k e n  a few thou- 
sand miles to the west and not 
in the obscurity of North 
Burma, it might well have 
become a byword for heroism. 
It lasted through April, May 
and June of 1944 and, because 
of cnwial events in Europe, 
attracted little media attention. 

Gen Wave1 believed the 
Japanese were militarily inca- 

pable. Alexanderseems to have 

Allied troops available and 
even turned down Chiang Kai- 
shek’s offer of Chinese mops 
attheendof 1941. 

Even Maj Gen (later Fd 
Marshal) Slim underestimated 
the enemy, 

W w e ’ s  3rd Indian Dwi- 
sion - the Chindits - and his 
long-range penetration of 
occupied territory convinced 
Gen Mutaguchi, commander 
of the Japanese 15th Army, 
that d the British could handle 
the mountam and jungles of 
north Burma, so could he . . . 

“For him full-scale invasion 
of India via Imphd now 

thought there were enough 
became an obsession. . .” 

The Japanese did not have it 
all their own way in Burma and 
were as vulnerable as anyone to 
the hazards of the jungle. 

Their willingness to fight to 
the death is apparent from the 
casualty figures. Although 
150,000 Japanese were killed, 
only 1,700 prisoners were cap  
tured, of whom 400 were not 
seriously ill or wounded. No 
one above the rank of major 
was taken prisoner. 

The protracted battle for 
Kohima is described in detpil 
which is often &nubii end 
always informative. 

There were reprieves foz t?& 
defendem. On April 17.‘the 

were exhausted by nearly two 
weeks of hand-to-hand fight- 
ing and shelling, made worse 
by lack of sleep and water. 

“Even the bravest began to 
fear. Supply Hill and Kuki 
I’iquet fell . . . had the enemy 
pressed home its attack that 
night, Kohima would probably 
have fallen.” 

By June 3 1944 the Battle of 
Kohima was over. The hill sta- 
tion “oasis” had been relieved 
and the rout of 15th Japanese 
Army was on. A tribute to his 
commanding officer and chap- 
lain comes from a private in 
the 4th Royal West Kents, who 
wrote: “Padre Randolph and 
Col Laverty saved India, the 
$adre through prayer for the 
p n g t h  for us all to hold an.” 
‘1s This is a comprehensive his- 
tory of the battle. It is also a 
reader-friendly book of short 
chapters, each describing a 
specific aspect of a campaign 
all to often neglected. ~ BJ 

C h r e  Truce: Ths Ww(an 
Front, D.cwnber 1914. By Ma!. Not Ordinary Men: The Battle of 
colm Bmwn and Shidey Sealon. Kahlm Re-assessed by John 
Re-issued in revised and expand. Colvin. published by Leo Cooper 
ed fon to mindde with 80th Pen Sword Books, hardback 
anniverrary. Papertkldc €10.99, ~ f18.95. 

. .  

.I .. ~ I 

Sprig of Shillelagh. The quick 
march of the 4thi7th D G  was 
St Patrick i- Day. 

The slow march of the new 
regiment retains tunes from 
the 4th and 7th D G  marches, 
while the quick march retains 
that of the 5th RIDG, Parr Ye 
Well, Inniskilling. 

Killaloe is popular with the 
troopers so gets an airing here, 
with the pipe major joining in. 

That virtually ends the 
direct regimental music, but 
plenty of associated tunes to 
come, with Clare Grundman’s 
Irish Rhapsody a fair choice, as 
is Yorkshire Relirh, n medley of 
popular Yorkshire songs: the 
4W7th was practically a York- 
shire regiment. 

Nesessun Dormn gets in for 
variety, as do Lcs Miserables, 
One Moment in Time, I K m v  
Him So Well, That’s What 

Fame and Renown 
Band of the Royal Dragoon 
Guards 
Conductor: Bandmaster 
R Pennington 

A GLANCE at their pro- 
gramme makes obvious the 
strong Irish connection of this 
new regiment. 

Formed from four regiments 
of Dragoon Guards, the Irish 
element comes from the 
4th RIDG and the 6th 
Inniskilling DG, the others 
being the 5th D G  and the 7th 
DG. 

What more impressive open- 
ing than Handel’s Dectingen 
Farfure, written to celebrate 
the victorious battle. 

The 5th RIDG slow march 
was from Bellini’s opera 
Normu, and their quick march 
Gounod’s Soldiers’ Chorur with 

N BRIEF 
Y o u n t a l b  by Chris 
Tmsend. All pmlb  to m0U.M 
rescue teams. NeeBee, Ketter ia 
Northants, paperback booklet, 
E2.95 

Hlndalllrurg: An ullutratsd Hi, 
toq by A i  Archbald with paun- 
ings by K8n MarachaH. Tnbute to 
the era of great airships. Weden- 
fe!d and Nlchdson / Madison 
Press, largeformat hardback, 
f25. 

Lut Ywr ot thb German Army, 
May I S 4 4 - k ~  1945 by J m  
Lucas. Arms &nd Armour, hard- 
back, f16.99. 

H W s  sscond Army: lma 
wathn SS by Edmund L Bland- 
ford krlife. Shrewsbury, hard- 
back, f18.95 

Ssturday NlpM Soldier by John 
Simtnson Memoirs of Second 
WO& War cavalryman. Janus 
PuMlshing Co. paperback, f5 SS. 

-Bee !WoIy GUMS for Hlll- 
walksn, 8.oLpackm and 
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Sappers hold off REME’s battling challenge Fusiliers 
refuse OLD EdVemtb met again in 

the- of the m h t e r - c o r p s  
gpmniaron tournament at 
Rinca phllip .Barracks, 
Bordon when the sappers 
defeated the REME in a close- 
ly contested final. 
An expected strong chal- 

lenge from the RLC and AGC 

did not materialise, leaving the 
finalists of the past four years 
to do battle once more. 

Having been comprehen- 
sively thrashed by the REME 
last year, the jubilant Royal 
Engineers took the honours 
this time. The Royal Signals 
finished third, the AGC c p ~ e e  .“ - . ,... :,: 

_I :. i. .. .,. .J. 

fourth and the RLC were 6fth. 
When the score was at 4-4 in 

the final, the outcome hinged 
on the RE second pairing of 
Sgt O’Hara and Cpl Bruce 
against the REME’s Maj 
Noakes and IXpl Harrow. 

The REME pair took the 
first game 15-8 with relative 

ease but the sappers responded 
by winning the second 15-7 
and looked to be running away 
with it. 

Noakes and Harrow fought 
back superbly to 12-12 in the 
decider before going down 15- 
12 in a fitting climax to the 
match and the tournament. 

L 

to fall , 

A RECORD enuy of 20 teams 
in the Army novice judo cham- 
pionships failed to prevent the 
1st Battalion, The Royal Regi- 
ment of Fusiliers from retain- 
ing the Falklands Trophy. 

SSgt Mac MacDonald 
AF’TC has a thriving squad at 
1 RRF, enabling the Canerick- 
based battalion to enter three 
three-man teams. His final 
selection was spot on, with the 
fusiliers’ A team beating their 
B team in the final. 

His A team saw off, among 
others, 9 Regt AAC, and 1 
WFR. while the B m o  beat 2 

running 

vice championships. 
Sgt Bill Bailey (2 Sig Res) 

confirmed his international 
status with a superb third place 
in the M40 class. SSgt JetT 
Baker (ACIO Peterborough) 
was also in the prizes in 15th. 

The women also ran very 
well, with Potential 0 5 c a  
Nikki Hawkins (CMETS 
Beconsfield), from last year‘s 
TA team, making a fine debut. 

SSgt Melanie BradIey (ATR 
Pirbright), hack from injury, 
finished strongly to overhaul 
Sig Sharon Elder (238 Sqn) on 
the run in. They finished in the 
top 30 to earn join second in 
the team event. 

The men did superbly in the 
feature race to tinish 5th, 6th 
7th and 14th in the team event 
behind Kenya. There were 
encouraging runs from Cpl 
Stew Cairns (ATR Bassing- 
bourn), LCpl Steve Thomas 
(160 Am and Sip Jim 
Ricbards (2  Sig Regt), and Cpl 
Craig McBurney (ITB 
Ouston), on the fringe ofArmy 
selection, also did well. 

Team manager Capt Peter 
Marsh said: “The quality of 
our athletes’ performances 
proved the value of getting 
together for training weekends. 
Team spirit w a s  tremendous.” 

Spr Smart Rankin (28 Engr 
Regt) and LCpl Car1 Dunne (1 
RAngtian) were among the 
top British 6 & b s  in a short- 
er two-lao mx. 

PWRk and 22 Engr Regt. 
In the individual competi- 

tion, LCpl Tymon of 1 RRF 
won the women’s lightweight 
title against LCpl Morgan (19 
Fd Amb). Cfn Tiveedie (SEE) 
gained the bronze medal. 

LCpl Pool (ATR Winches- 
ter) edged a close women’s 
heavyweight final, defeating 
LCplHorn(19FdAmb),with 
Pte Wagg (SEE) third. 

WFR players dominated the 
J65kg men’s category, Pte 
2orter smkinn mld. and Ptes 

LCpl Wordy Parker (Trg Regtand hpot RLC)and 
Cpl Ally O . N ~  (Duchess of Kent Bnmcim) bmtlfa 
for pouurslon in the mnnen’a six-a-aide nnl a 
Aidemhot. The RLC si& won the compdltion, (he 
third of SIX toumamenta phnnad thb -. 

Cpl Ally ShWdr r c o d  Mea for the RLC and 
GaNen replied for the D u c b  of Kent Ramcks. 

Itwaslh..clCMldUmthehdtwOslder had metln the 
fld. WMI two toumamenta rsmainlng the Trg 
kgt and hpot k d s  the table with 15 pohta to 
Duchgs of Kent’s 13, with Women’s Services 
N o r t h  Idand third and 15 Regt RLC fourth. 

Ptlzoa WON supplied by sponsors Mandrake 
Assodatea and pmsmted by Brlg Colln Groves. 

--‘s -- - --- galore. 
Ford and McG&dy ;he bronze 
medals. Bdr Cruwys (29 Cdo 
Regt RA) took the silver. 

Pte Booth (2 Para) beat F 
Nicklin (1 RRF) in the final 
the U7lkg, Cpl Brown (3 
RSME) and Spr Red 
Engr Regt) sharing 

men’s U78kg, won by Sgt 
Chapple (3 RSME), with 1 
RRF’s Fus Gardner in the 

There were 21 entries 

medals. Bdr Cruwys (29 Cdo 
Regt RA) took the silver. 

Pte Booth (2 Para) beat F 
Nicklin (1 RRF) in the final 
the U7lkg, Cpl Brown (3 
RSME) and Spr Red 
Engr Regt) sharing 

men’s U78kg, won by Sgt 
Chapple (3 RSME), with 1 
RRF’s Fus Gardner in the 

There were 21 entries 

Army 5, TA0 

games at Aldershot put the 
Army in complete control 
against the Territorial Army 
and the 05cers’ club, the CN- 
saders, writes Derrick My. 

High winds and an uneven 
Milirary Stadium playing sur- 
face did not prevent the Regu- 
lars from putting together 
some good, constructive foot- 
ball to pierce the TA rearguard 
five times at Aldershot. 

Sig Simeon Bambrook, Pte 
Lee Bradbury (PWRR) and 
Sgt Bob Corner gave the T d -  

THIRTEEN goals in two 
28’ defmce a tomd time, 

although 30 minutes had 
elapsed before Bradbury 
opened the scorhg with his 
seventh goal of the season. 

With the gale at their back 
in the second half, the Army 
launched raid after raid on TA 
territory. Bradbury scored 
again and LSgt Paul Fagin 
added a third before B m -  
brook completed the job with 
two goals in the last four min- 
utes. 

AIWlYS,-O 
On a quagmire ofa  pitchat 

the Military Stadium, the 

Army overwhelmed the Cru- 
saders in their annual fumve 
against the 0 5 c m  who were 
sponsored for the first time by 
Northern Telecom. 

Crusaders goalkeeper Capt 
Kevin Clarke made two superb 
saves in the opening minutes, 
but could do nothing to pre- 
vent Bradbury - twice - and 
Sig Joe Collins from scoring 
before the interval. 

LCpl Lee Innes, Bradbury 
(for his hat-trick) and Corner 
(2) added to the 05cers’ 
misery as the Anny went on 
therampage inthe second half. 

BY me nom rows. Facing him IS the 3 
Irish front row of WO2 ( R W )  Jack Harper, LCpl John Glbeon and LCpl Stephsn Clarke 

Welsh through in 
silver spot and SSgt Patey 
(SEE) and Fus Brown (1 RRF) 
sharing bronze. 
won Pte an Sullivan excellent (23 U86kg Pnr Regt) final 

against Spr Bowler (22 Engr 
Regt). Fus Adams (1 RRF) 
and Spr Palmer (22 Engr Regt) 
were joint third. 

CSgt Brown (1 R W )  beat 
the lighter, more aggressive Sgt 
McGregor (RMAS) in the 
086kg final. Pte Conroy (1 
WFR) and Pte Russell (1 
PWRR) were third. 

The Army individual inter- 
mediate (1st Kyu and below) 
championships are at ASPT 
Aldershot on January 21, fol- 1 

Ballymen I ,  

%a 1 RRW 13,3 R Irish 11 hck. 
THE 1st Battalion, the Royal LCpl Billy Doherty levelled 
w e n t  of Wales beat the scores 12 minutes later 
3rd Battalion, The Royal Irish fmm a penalty in front of the 
Regiment 13-1 1 in the N o d -  visitors’ posts, and hammered 
ern Ireland final of the Major over a second from the Welsh 
Units ARU Challenge CUP 10mline. 
competition, earning them- 
selves a quarter-6nal tie in the 
main competition against 2 
Signal Regiment. 

After a somewhat tenmtive 
start by both sides at St 
Patrick’s Barracks, Ballymena, 
the Welsh took the lead when 
winger Pte Pete James ,made 

Pte Robert Hall cros 
Irish line after a 20m 
the corner after a miss 
the centre. James ad 

deficit to a single point. 
Lt Steve Webh kicked a 

penalty to ease 1 RRW into a 
two-point lead which they held 
to the end &spite two miwed 
Irish kicks at goal. 

Former British Lions s c r u m  
half Steve Smith presented the 
shields and trophies. 

Late strike swings CS cup match 
An Irish try ten minutes 

from half-me gave rhe home 
side an 11-3 advantage at the 
break. The Irish were awarded 
a scrum 10m from the RRW 
line, drove the Welsh back and 
swung the ball out to LCpl 
chris o’connor who s c o d  
from a scissor movement. 

THE Army retained the Civil 
Service Cup on an uneven 
Chiswick pitch hy virme of a 
two-goal draw, writes Der- 

A threadbare Army football 
squad of 12 - reduced by 
injury and operational com- 
miunents - was further errod- 

iidr my. 

ed when LCpl David Hope 
damaged a knee in the 17th 
minute and had to be replaced. 

The Civil S h e  took the 
lead in &e 38th minute, an 
advantage which they just 
about d*lmed on the run of 

Brown watched his long cross 
land on top of the Civil Service 
net early in the second half as 
the Army enjoyed the better of 
the exchanges. 

Sig Simeon Bambrook lev- 
elled the score in the 75th 
minute when he charged 
through unchallenged. 

play. 
Newly promoted Sgt Cbris 
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A projectile flashes down Bindon Range at 
Bovington as Challenger 2's 120mm gun lights 
up the darkened sky. The image, captured 
during a spectacular live night firing put on by 
the Armoured Trials and Development Unit for 
a foreign military delegation, was captured by 
Southern District photographer Chris Fletcher 
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