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With the Army Air Corps in Norway.
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The Military Police use Airesheltas as mobile checkpoints in Bosnia.
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Lourdes: town of faith and hope
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Haunting tale
of defeat

FEW parts of the globe
could have been unaffect-
ed by the World Cup
taking place in France. . .
and Horse Guards
Parade, the epicentre of
British military pageant-
ry, was not immune.

Pipers and drummers
involved in the Royal
Artillery Sunset ceremo-
ny on June 10 had a
tricky situation to con-
tend with.

It was the little matter
of Scotland’s opening
game against Brazil.
While most of the rest of
the civilised world would
be glued to TV screen or
radio, the musicians
taking part in the Sunset
ceremony would be
leaving Wellington =~
Barracks for the march
down Birdcage Walk to
Horseguards . . . with no
way of knowing the final
result.

LAMENT

Except, that is, one
piper. Sgt Chris Lindsay,
of 104 Royal Artillery
(South Wales) Regiment,
was to play the solemn
lone piper’s lament at the
end of the hour-long
ceremony. And he had to
sit in an Admiralty office
until it was time for him
to perform. An office,
naturally, with a TV set.

A plot was hatched in
the Sergeants’ Mess at
Woolwich Garrison the
night before. If Scotland
lost, Chris would play the
scheduled Sleep, Dearie,
Sleep; if they drew, he
would play The Mist
Covered Mountains; and if
they managed to pull off
a surprise win, it was to
be The Haunting.

Sadly, an own goal late
in the game undermined
a spirited tartan perfor-
mance in Paris, with the
result that the Sunset
ceremony programme in
London remained
unchanged, but not unaf-
fected, by events across

the Channel.



Special report

Prayer and

Reports: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Terry Champion

BAREFOOT, carrying their boots and
socks, two uniformed British soldiers
walked uphill along a stony path with
hundreds of other pilgrims.

SSgt John Riley and Bdr Dave Sumner,
of 26 Regiment, Royal Artillery, from
Gutersloh, were taking part in the 40th
International Military Pilgrimage which
has been visiting the small French town
of Lourdes at the foot of the Pyrences
since 1958.

They were among 300 British soldiers
and dependants, including Gen Sir
Charles Guthrie, Chief of the Defence
Staff, and Lady Guthrie, who joined
18,000 soldiers from all over the world to
pray for peace. They gathered at the place
where apparitions of Christ’s mother,
Mary, appeared to 14-year-old Ber-
nadette Soubirous 140 years ago. Since
then pilgrims and the sick have been going
to Lourdes to take the waters and pray at
the grotto where the visions took place.

AFTER DARK

There were church services and
parades during the day, but after dark the
town was taken over by thousands of sol-
diers of all nationalities who partied
through the night. The “blues” of cadets
from Sandhurst and the Service dress and
Sam Brownes of the British officers and
soldiers mixed with the feathered hats and
black uniforms of the Italians, the dra-
matic cloaks of the Croatians, the bright-
ly-coloured costumes of the WVatican
Guard and the more subdued hues of the
French, American and German Armies,

The Band of the Hussars and Light
Dragoons from Munster, scarlet caps
clashing with the pink flowers of the horse
chestnut trees lining the river, had the
crowds cheering as they led the British
contingent through the streets.

A highlight of the weekend was the
massive torchlight procession. The glow
of a hundred thousand candles dimmed
lights from surrounding streets and hotels
as people wound their way through the
town into the open arena in front of the
basilica. Some of the sick were pushed in

The International
Military Pilgrimage to
Lourdes is not just
prayer, incense and
healing. Those taking
part are encouraged
to eat, drink and make
merry as well

Act of faith: SSgt .lohn Riley (left) and Bdr
Dave Sumner lace their boots after walking
the Stations of the Cross in bare feet

wheelchairs or on stretchers by volunteer
British soldiers.

“The value of Lourdes is it teaches sol-
diers that being spiritual does not mean
doom and gloom, it can be extremely
enjoyable,” said the Rt Rev Francis
Walmsley, Catholic Bishop of the Forces.
“The last thing you can say about Lour-
des is that it is ‘churchy’. The soldiers can
go to the bars, sing, dance, kiss the girls
and say their prayers at the same time.

“I first came on the military pilgrimage
to Lourdes in 1961. Afterwards I was
asked if I had seen any miracles, and I said

‘Yes, 25,000 of them’.
When you get 25,000
troops from all over the
world enjoying them-
selves with plenty of beer
and wine, and no punch-
ups, you have 25,000
miracles.”

It was the fifth time
SSgt Riley had walked
the 14 Stations of the
Cross in bare feet since
he first went to Lourdes
in 1990. The one-kilo-
metre walk follows tab-
leaux of life-size bronze
figures showing the dif-
ferent stages of Christ’s
journey to Calvary, and
tells the story from
Mary’s point of view.

“This is my penance and a little bit of
punishment for times throughout the year
when I may have been selfish,” he
explained. “It’s not to make a statement,
it’s for myself.

“Everyone goes away from Lourdes
with something special. People see the
tacky shops and come to have a good
time. But when you go down to the grotto
at two in the morning it’s then you see
what it’s all about.

“The camaraderie among the different
nations is brilliant. Rank doesn’t matter,
politics are left behind, and you bump
into the same people each year.”

It was not just Catholics who felt that
Lourdes was worth experiencing. Gnr
David May had joined the pilgrimage for
the first time and said it did not matter
that he was Anglican.

“It’s been brilliant, I’ve really enjoyed
it,” he said. “It’s not often you get people
from countries all around the world get-
ting together for the same reason. Every-
one is so happy, there are no quarrels, you
just walk down the street and people
come and say hello and shake your hand.”

LCpl Wendy Maher, RLC, went to
Lourdes for a personal reason. Her older
brother Sean was 15 when he became ill
with cancer and doctors gave him a year
to live. Through the Catholic church in
Liverpool he was sent to Lourdes and
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Vigil of fa|th A hund red thousand candles |Ilummate Lourdes

went into the baths that hold the water
from the river next to the grotto, which
many people believe has healing powers.

Today, eleven years later, he is working
in a bank. But he refuses to have a check-
up and is still terrified he is going to die.
LCpl Maher said that her whole family
lost their faith when Sean became ill.

“When I was in Bosnia I had a lot of
time to think and started going back to
church,” she said. “My family don’t know
I have my faith back, but I truly, truly, 100
per cent believe that Sean is cured
because of Lourdes. I have asked Our
Lady to tell Sean he should go to the hos-
pital to be checked so that he can get on
with his life.

“The Stations of
the Cross really got
to me. I cried for the
rest of the day. I've
been into the baths
on Sean’s behalf,
and will take away
lots of love and hope
from here. I want to
come back on my L
own.” Fifth visit: Gen Sir

It was a time for Charles Guthrie
thought and reflec-
tion for Lt Tim Hawkins of 7 Regiment
RLC. Three young female soldiers from
his troop were killed in a recent car acci-
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dent in France when
returning to England
for a basketball match.

“At that time I was
expected to lead and
there was very little
time for emotion,” he
said. “I had to look
after the parents of a
girl in a coma, and
people looked to me
for strength. During
the Stations of the
Cross I had tears in
my eyes and I have
thought about them

young soldiers from
a fit, healthy envi-
ronment totally over-
whelmed by seeing
people in wheelchairs,
young and old.”

It was the fifth visit
to Lourdes for Gen Sir
Charles Guthrie, who
converted to Catholi-
cism ten years ago. He
said he thought the
place provided a focus
for Catholics in the
Armed Forces and
that religion played an

more in the past few
days than at any time since. It’s given me
a chance to grieve.”

Michael McBride, a retired sergeant
working for the Defence Communica-
tions Services Agency, bought a paschal
candle from St John’s Church in Guter-
sloh, which was lit at the grotto.

“It is not an overnight thing, but every-
one who comes here changes,” he said. “If
you come looking for answers you won'’t
find them because they are already within
yourself, but Lourdes points you in the
right direction.

“The main thing you learn here is
humility. You see the sick — people not just
sick in body, but in mind as well, people
who have been marginalised. I have had

enduring part in Ser-
vice life. “Religion is not just for good
people,” he said.

“Every saint has had a past and every
sinner has a future. I think religion is a
very personal matter, and you can be a
good soldier and citizen without being
religious. Lourdes is a spiritual place, and
it’s good for one to come and visit.”

The military pilgrimage was started by
the French who invited members of the
German Armed Forces to Lourdes on the
centenary of the apparitions as a act of rec-
onciliation after the Second World War. It
was so successful that it was held annually
and grew into an international event.

® Army’s married RC priest — Page 7

® Images of Lourdes - Pages 36-37
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Special report

Onward Christian soldiers: The British
military pilgrims were cheered and
applauded as they marched through the
crowded streets of Lourdes

Army’s first
married

RC priest

s ordained &

WITH HIS modern haircut, trendy sun-
glasses and open, forthright manner, the
Rev Gosnell is not everyone’s idea of an
typical Catholic priest. Neither is the
fact that he is married with two sons.

But during the opening Mass of
the International Military Pilgrim-
age to Lourdes, surrounded by
chaplains from the Army, Royal
Navy and Royal Air Force, Nicholas
Gosnell was ordained as the first
married Catholic deacon in the
Armed Forces by the Rt Rev Francis
Walmsley, Catholic Bishop of the
Forces.

The ceremony took place two
weeks before he was ordained as a
Catholic priest by Cardinal Basil
Hume in Westminster Cathedral.

Rev Gosnell had been an Anglican
clergyman since 1989 and it was in
1992 that he started exploring the
possiblity of becoming a Catholic
priest. The Bishop’s Conference of
England and Wales makes an assess-
ment for Church of England priests
to enter the Catholic Church, but
the final decision rests with the
Pope. Rev Gosnell was granted the neces-
sary dispensation in December 1997.

Last year he became the Officiating
Chaplain (RC) for the Army Training
Regiment, Pirbright, the Resident Bartal-

A YOUNG British soldier horrificaily injured
during the First World War became one of
the best-known “miracles” of Lourdes.

Jack Traynor was mown down by
machine-gun fire at Gallipoli in 1915. He
was wounded in the head and chest, and a
bullet lodged in his collar bone, severing
nerves and paralysing the arm.

An operation on his skull to stop epilep-
tic fits triggered by his injury left him with
an open hole, so a silver plate was inserted
to shield the brain. His body was a mass of
sores, his legs partially paralysed and
nearly every organ in his body impaired.

Returning to his wife and children in Liv-
erpool, he was determined to visit Lourdes,
which he did in 1923, despite being told that
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ion (Guards), Elizabeth Barracks, the
Royal Logistic Corps Training Depot,

Deepcut, and the Medical Defence
Health Unit, Frimley Park Hospital. After
his ordination as a priest he became the

Jack’s miracle

he would probably die on the journey. Jack
had several haemorrhages and epileptic
fits, but on the second day, after bathing in
water from the Grotto spring, the fits
stopped. As he was blessed by the Arch-
bishop of Rheims later in the day his right
arm, useless since 1915, “was violently agi-
tated. | burst its bandages and blessed
myself for the first time in years.”

Thought to be hysterical, he was sedated
but that night ran the 300 yards to the
Grotto, the first time he had moved by him-
self for eight years.

Solemn vows: Rev Nicholas Gosnell is
ordained as deacon of the Catholic Church
by The Rt Rev Francis Walmsley, Catholic
Bishop of the Forces

chaplain. He joined the TA as a chaplain
when he entered the Anglican Church.

His wife Alison, and two sons, Matthew
and Jonathan, have also been received
into the Catholic Church. Alison is being
trained as a Eucharistic minister, his older
son reads during the services and his
younger son is an altar boy.

“I suppose people do find it intriguing
and I don’t know whether the novelty of
having a married Catholic priest will wear
off,” Rev Gosnell said after the ceremony.
“It was not a quantum leap but a gradual
process. I began to realise that what I
was teaching was very much in line with
the Catholic Church. I have not really
changed anything except my ecclesiastical
allegiance.

“Becoming a Catholic was like coming
to the end of a long journey — like coming
home.”

Next day three doctors found he could
walk, had recovered the use of his right
arm, the epilepsy had gone and the metal
plate in his head had disappeared.

The news spread from Lourdes to Liver-
pool, and by the time Jack Traynor arrived
at Lime Street Station thousands of people
were there to meet him.

Jack Traynor set up a successful coal
and haulage business and joined his
employees lifting sacks of coal weighing
200lb. He and his wife had three more chil-
dren after the cure. He returned to Lourdes
every year until his death to work as a bran-
cardier (voluntary stretcher bearer). He
finally died of a hernia which was in no way
related to the wounds he received.




Paople, places, evants

Capt Sundeep Dhillon
with 23 PFA’s flag on
the summit of Everest

Expe

Seventh
heaven

CAPT Sundeep Dhillon, a doctor with Aldershot-
based 23 Parachute Field Ambulance, has
become the youngest person to climb the seven
highest mountains on the seven continents.

Capt Dhillon (28), who has tackled a continent
a year since joining the British Army, completed
his final summit, Mount Everest, after ten weeks
in Nepal preparing for the climb.

“It still hasn’t sunk in,” he said on his return.
“When | reached the top of Everest it was so cold
and windy all | could think about was taking
some photos and getting back home and warm
again.”

Capt Dhillon climbed Mount McKinley in
Alaska in 1991 and followed up with Elbrus in
Russia, Vinson in Antarctica, Kilimanjaro in Tan-
zania, Jaya (formerly Carstenz Pyramid) in
Indonesia and Aconcagua in Argentina.

Tpr Edward Grylls (23), pictured below, suc-
ceeded in his attempt to
become the youngest Briton to
conquer Everest when he and
Territorial Army officer Lt Neil
Laughton, a former Royal
Marine, reached the summit on
May 26. Other members of the
successful expedition, which
was raising funds for SSAFA,
were Tpr Mick Crosswaite and Capt Geoffrey
Stanford, Gren Gds.

Bad weather dogged the climbers, who made it
to the top just before the arrival of an early mon-
soon which threatened to bury their tents and
equipment in deep snow.

Last year Tpr Grylls, son of former Tory MP Sir
Michael Grylls, became the youngest Briton to
climb the notoriously difficult Ama Dablam peak
in the Himalayas.

" helps Army

sharpen its claws

WORK started last month on the
world’s biggest battlefield simulator
system, which will cover an area the
size¢ of two football pitches at
Warminster.

The £180 million Combined Arms
Tactical Trainers (CATT) simula-
tors, designed to look like the interi-
ors of armoured vehicles such as
Challenger, Warrior and Scimitar,
will allow more than 400 soldiers
using 80 linked computers to fight
virtual battles across a 100 sq km
computer-generated landscape.

It will be possible to link the
Warminster trainer with a sister facili-
ty being constructed at Sennelager.
The system, built by Lockheed
Martin and overseen by the Ministry
of Defence’s Procurement Executive,
is scheduled to be up and running by

damaged, and supplies will have to be
found if the battlegroup is to keep on
fighting.

Mobile infantry commanders can
disembark from an armoured vehicle
simulator and climb into a linked, dis-
mounted infantry simulator to con-
tinue the battle “on foot”. Players will
be able to exercise within the site or
between the UK and German sites.

Each CATT system will contain 25
Challenger, 33 Warrior, eight Scimi-
tar, eight infantry and ten generic
simulators.

Maj Tim Knox, who is heavily
involved in the project, said: “CATT
will provide an exceptionally good
medium to meet training objectives,
although it will not remove the
requirement for the Army to carry out
live training.”

the year 2000. e

CATT will allow &
crews to climb into a |}
tank simulator, view |
an impressively realis-
tic computer-generat-
ed world through the
vehicle periscope, and
fight a battle with a
virtual foe.

As much realism as
possible is built into
CATT. For example,
engines will overheat
if left to idle for too
long, repairs will be
needed if vehicles are

ol
Brig Brian Plummer, commander of the Combined Arms
Training Centre at Warminster, on the site of the CATT

Divers find stolen kit in murky waters

OPERATION Lodestar’s Theatre
Diving Response Team was tasked to
recover Army property stolen from
North Port on the Croatian coast,
near Split, and abandoned in the dan-
gerously polluted waters of the dock.
The divers, part of the 35 Engineer
Regimental Group, had to use spe-

cialist equipment because the water at
North Port is contaminated by raw
sewage. A mountain of general waste
was floating on the water and analysis
found traces of hepatitis A, B and C.
Despite poor visibility, the divers
found the equipment in deep seabed
mud on the third day of their search.

Picture: Paul Taylor

In the memory: Former dog handler LCpl Darren Swift, who lost both legs when a
terrorist bomb exploded inside North Howard Street Mill in north Belfast in 1991,
remembers colleague and friend Geordie O’Neill, who was killed in the incident.
He was attending a memorial service at Shackleton Barracks, Ballykelly to mark
the 25th anniversary of the Army Dog Unit. Darren’s dog Troy survived the North
Howard Street Mill explosion and has been his constant companion ever since.

Eighth indicted war
criminal detained

BRITISH troops involved in snatch-
ing an indicted war criminal in Bosnia
have been praised by Defence Secre-
tary George Robertson.

In a joint statement with Foreign
Secretary Robin Cook, Mr Robertson
said: “We congratulate British SFOR
forces in Bosnia on their action to
detain Milojica Kos in Banja Luka.”

Kos was a shift commander at
Omarska Camp. The indictment
issued by the International Criminal
Tribunal in The Hague charged that
his subordinates regularly and openly
killed, raped, tortured, beat and
humiliated prisoners.

“Eight people indicted for war
crimes have now been detained in
Bosnia by SFOR,” said the statement.
“Seven of these detentions have taken
place in the British-commanded

sector and involved British forces,
either directly or in support. A further
15 indictees have surrendered volun-
tarily to the tribunal.”

Game, set and match
to Banja Luka orphans

ORPHANS in Banja Luka, northern
Bosnia, have a volleyball court and
tennis playground, thanks to the plant
section of Combat Support Troop
based in Gornji Vakuf.

The section is part of 44 Headquar-
ters Squadron, 35 Engineer Regi-
mental Group.

A five-man team of sappers led by
LCpl Taff Watts and using heavy
plant lived at the orphanage while
flattening ground for the play areas.

TROOPS from Colchester-based 24 Air-
mobile Brigade spent four days last
month at Wattisham Airfield undergoing
firefighting training in readiness for
threatened strike action by Essex fire-
men. They and 31 Green Goddess vehi-
cles will be on standby at 14 temporary
stations throughout the county.

@ Soldiers from Aldershot's 2nd Bat-
talion, The Parachute Regiment para-
chuted alongside Ukrainian and Polish

B T o s Py

paras during Exercise Cossack Steppe
98 in Hampshire and Norfolk. The tri-lat-
eral exercise built on the success of 2
Para’s visit to Ukraine last autumn.

® Troops from 19 Regiment RA at
Colchester have begun a six-month tour
with the United Nations in Cyprus.

® Defence Secretary George Robert-
son watched the symbolic destruction of
1,000 anti-personnel mines at Casterley

demolition ground, near Upavon, last
month. Britain is ahead of target in
destroying its stockpile of mines.

@® Former Royal Military Policeman
Chris Moon, who lost an arm and a leg
while clearing landmines in Mozambique,
flagged away 2,400 eventers in the 39th
Ten Tors expedition, organised by HQ 43
(Wessex) Brigade on Dartmoor.

® The Military and Corrective Training

Centre and the Royal Military Police have
been granted the Freedom of Colchester
for “eminent public service”. Lt Gen Sir
Christopher Wallace, Deputy Colonel
Commandant AGC, accepted two deco-
rative scrolls on behalf of the MCTC and
1566 Provost Company RMP.

® Environment Secretary Michael
Meacher toured Army training grounds
on Hankley Common, near Aldershot, to
launch a conservation initiative. )

July 1998 SOLDIER

SOLDIER July 1998

(D-ROM shows the way

The British Army’s first interactive CD-ROM, targeted
at the young computer player, was launched by
Armed Forces Minister John Reid at the end of May.
First Contact starts with four basic training challenges
involving weapon assembly, map-reading, first aid
and rank recognition, after which players can move on
to a survival game, provide relief to a hurricane-hit
island, lead a platoon attack or command a brigade.

“We have developed some very impressive 3D sim-
ulations for the CD,” said Brig Robert Gordon, the
Army’s Director of Public Relations, “and we are sure
they will prove very useful in the next generation of
computer-based training programmes for our future
soldiers. It is certainly the way ahead.”

Brushing up on history

. o, ‘ 3 . W

Pte Chris Pickles helps to excavate an area of the
ancient site at Curium, near Episkopi Garrison in
Cyprus’s Western Sovereign Base Area. Chris is serv-
ing on the island with the 1st Battalion, The Light
Infantry’s Support Company anti-tank platoon. Troops
have uncovered artefacts and shifted rubble and soil.

P et
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Airmobiles
exercise in
Belgium

TROOPS from Colchester-based 24
Airmobile Brigade joined colleagues
from the Netherlands, Germany and
Belgium for a two-week, Dutch-led
exercise in Belgium involving more
than 2,000 soldiers.

Artful Issue was the latest in a series
of annual exercises which started in
1994 on the formation of the Mulu-
National Division Central, the rapid
reaction force which supports NATO.

Brigade units involved in Artful
Issue included the Combat Service
Support Battalion, the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Scots, and a handful of staff
from brigade HQ. Helicopter support
was provided by 3 Regiment AAC.

Bloudy soud sndly

Get an armful of that! Blood Transfusion Service
attendant Debbie Collier soon had her hands full
when soldiers from 23 Pioneer Regiment RLC at
Bicester responded to a national appeal for
donors. “l can’t believe the response we've
had,” said Debbie. “It’s brilliant . . . and we ended
up with more than 12 gallons of blood.”

Bob's in the groove

F

Superintendent Clerk SSgt Bob McConnell AGC
(SP) is music to the ears of staff at HQ British Forces
Falkland Islands. In his spare time he has been taken
on as a part-time disc jockey by BFBS at Mount Pleas-
ant. After hours of training by station manager Dusty
Miller, Bob was allowed loose on the airwaves to pre-
sent a regular Sunday music and chat programme.
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New college: symbol
of tri-Service ethos

SECRETARY of State for Defence
George Robertson has highlighted the

vital importance of joint-Service
training, pointing to the building of a
new tri-Service staff college as a “tan-
gible symbol” of the Government’s
commitment to this principle.

Mr Robertson was speaking on
June 18 during a turf-turning ceremo-
ny marking the start of work on the
new staff college at Watchfield in
Oxfordshire, which, upon completion
in September 2000, will train up to
2,000 potential commanders a year in
military skills ranging from peace-
keeping to high-intensity warfare.

The Secretary of State said: “To
ensure that the habit of tri-Service
integrated operations become
ingrained and that Services instinc-
tively think in terms of joint opera-

tions, we need to organise our train-
ing, planning and support operations
on as integrated a basis as possible.

“It is difficult to conceive of huge
operations where single Services would
act on their own. Such operations have
to be planned for and that’s why inte-
grated training is so important.”

Mr Robertson went on to say that
the staff college will also have a role to
play in the area of “defence diploma-
cy”. A significant number of foreign
Servicemen and women will study
there, helping to develop, as the Sec-
retary of State put it, “bridge-building
and conflict prevention”.

The Watchfield college is the first
MoD project to be entirely financed
and operated by the private sector,
under an arrangement which should
save £2m a year.

More talk time . .. and it SFOR you

MOST soldiers serving with the
NATO Stabilisation Force (SFOR) in
Bosnia on are being issued with free
welfare telephone cards from July.
The system will benefit about 90
per cent of personnel serving on
Operation Lodestar who have access
to NAI welfare telephone facilities. It
is based on “talk time” and will
replace the current Welfare Tele-
phone Allowance (WTA) of £22 a

month. UK-based personnel will
receive two 18-minute cards (36 min-
utes per calendar month) while those
based in Germany will get two 17-
minute cards.

The scheme gives an increase in air
time of about ten per cent. Those
without NAI phones will continue to
receive a ten-minute welfare tele-
phone call every week on a military
telephone or WTA.

Picture: Roger Tutt
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Light duties for Phil

Capt Phil Webb, quartermaster of Heston-based 220
(Searchlight) Field Squadron (EOD) RE (V), stands
beside one of the ten searchlights used during the
annual Beating Retreat ceremony on Horse Guards
Parade in London. Although the squadron’s modern
role is to provide bomb disposal skills as part of 101
(London) Engineer Regiment (EOD) RE (V), it retains
the searchlight capability passed on from its origins in
1947 as 873 Movement Light Squadron.

THEY will be remembered: A memorial is to
be dedicated to 32 soldiers of The Welch Reg-
iment killed during the Korean War. The cer-
emony, on July 26 in the regimental chapel at
Llandaff Cathedral, Cardiff, will coincide
with the annual regimental reunion service.

Shooting honours
fall for 170 Sgn

OUTRIGHT winners of the UKSK(G) skill-at-
arms meeting at Kohima range on Haltem Train-
ing Area were 170 Squadron, Support Battalion
ARRC, with 14 Indep Topo Sgn RE and HQ
TSC(G) second and third.

The topo squadron won the LSW team cham-
pionship, 14 Sqn Sp Bn triumphed in the team
rifle competition and 170 Sgn, Sp Bn ARRC
won the gruelling fire team match. In the indi-
vidual matches, Pte Robertson (99 PC Sgn) took
the LSW honours and Cpl Turpin (170 Sgn)
held his nerve to win the rifle match.

HQ TSC(G) beat 252 Sig Sgn, 16 Sig Regt in
the final of the falling plate match.

Dralsed
N rail
disaster

WHEN Germany suffered its worst
train crash since the Second World
War troops from a nearby British base
were among the first to help sur-
vivors. They worked shoulder-to-
shoulder with civilian rescue services
and received warm thanks.

More than 100 passengers died and
many were injured when a Hamburg-
Munich express, travelling at high
speed, ran into a bridge, compressing
carriages into a heap of wreckage.

The crash occurred on June 3 near
the small town of Eschede, just 12km
from the British Army’s Celle base,
home to the 2nd Battalion, The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers.

Led by their medical officer, 20
combat medical technicians and sol-
diers were deployed to the crash site,
where they joined the first German
rescue workers on the scene.

FULL FORCE

They removed injured passengers
from wreckage, gave first aid and
man-handled heavy rescue plant
around the site. The fusiliers worked
for more than an hour before the full
force of civilian fire, police and med-
ical crews arrived to relieve them.

Among the 2 RRF team was CSgt
Phil Forsyth, who described the scene
vividly in an interview with reporters.
“Train carriages were piled up on top
of each other and the bridge had col-
lapsed,” he said. “It was completely
silent. Nobody could have walked
away from that. Every casualty was
either unconscious or dead.”

HQ 7 Armoured Brigade was alert-

-usiliers g

Sa d |

The Emperor of Japan, escorted by the Duke of Edlnburgh |nspects men of the
1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards on Horse Guards Parade during the official wel-
come at the start of his State Visit, for which 1,000 troops were on duty in London

ed and responded by placing the facil-
ities of 1 Armoured Field Ambulance
on standby. Helicopter crews from 1
Regiment AAC and 32 Engineer Reg-
iment, equipped with heavy lifting
gear, also prepared to move at short
notice. But rapid deployment of
German emergency workers and heli-
copters meant that the British assets
were stood-down.

The 2 RRF soldiers were praised by
Fire Chief Werner Bakeberg for their
“quick and spontaneous reactions”.

A doctor also expressed his thanks
“to colleagues from the Bundeswehr
andthe British Army”, another com-
ment quoted throughout Germany.

The Army’s part was also widely
reported outside the country. Sol-
diers were interviewed by newspa-
pers, radio and television stations,
including ITN, Sky and CNN. The
Media Ops branch at HQ 1 Armd Div
handled more than 130 Press calls.

Aardvark clears

way for

WORK can begin on an extension to
a French Army camp close to the
former military airport at Sarajevo
thanks to British sappers and their
Aardvark de-mining vehicles.

Two of the highly specialised
machines spent three weeks meticu-
lously ploughing over the area to clear
hidden explosives.

“The French found more than 200
mines in the area,” reported Lt Al
Budinger, Support Troop Comman-
der, “but we found only a few buried
ones. It was definitely worth the cost.”

The vehicles, from Hohne-based

French

77 Armoured Engineer Squadron,
are currently stationed at Mrkonjic
Grad as part of 35 Engineer Group
deployed in Bosnia. Their task was to
ensure the complete safety of an area
adjacent to Butmir Camp, in the
French area of responsibility, before
work started on extending the camp.

Aardvark’s 72 flails spin round at
high speed, digging down to a maxi-
mum of 90cm and setting off any
buried mines.

When one exploded or smashed, a
Spanish EOD team was on hand to
verify that no fragments were left.

SOLDIERS from the 2nd Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment commemorated
their fallen on the 16th anniversary of the
Battle of Goose Green last month. Fol-
lowing the ceremony at Aldershot Military
Cemetery, 2 Para’s Colours were laid at
the drumhead altar.

® The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers has
joined forces with Rathbone Community
Industry and Northumberland Training

and Enterprise Council to offer five-day
residential skills courses for youngsters.

@ Naafi's first mobile refreshment unit
opened at Split, Croatia to serve troops
deployed there. The purpose-built, self-
contained unit is manned by the Expedi-
tionary Force Institutes - Naafi's
uniformed branch — and serves fast
foods including hot dogs, pizzas, ham-
burgers and sandwiches.

® Members of 220 Signal Squadron
from RAF Laarbruch in Germany joined
Belgian and French troops on a ceremo-
nial parade at Kortrijk in Belgium to mark
the historic battle of the River Lys just
outside the city in May 1940.

@ London Zoo's tigers have had their
home redecorated by soldiers of the new
assault pioneer platoon of 2 PWRR. The
battalion is known as The Tigers.

® Regular Army champions at the 143
(West Midlands) Brigade annual skill-at-
arms meeting were Bramcote-based 30
Signal Regiment, while 5 RRF from
Coventry won the Territorial Army cham-
pionship.

London Regiment results at athe
London District Rifle Association Meet-
ing included best unit, winners of the TA
Major Unit Trophy and best individual
young soldier, Pte Ibrahim Tural.
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Flying visitor

The Prince of Wales meets some new arrivals while
chatting to Army families during his visit to 5 Regiment,
Army Air Corps at RAF Aldergrove in Northern Ireland

Watchman's last parade

Watchman Ill, mascot of
The S!aﬁordshlre Regi-
ment, died suddenly last
month at the Burton-on-
Trent home of his han-
dler.

One of the most pho-
tographed animals in the
country, the nine-year-old
Staffordshire bull terrier played a hrgh profile part in
the regiment's successful campaign to retain its inde-
pendence from threat of merger with The Cheshire
Regiment in 1993.

A familiar figure to children in the Midlands, he
attended every official function of the 1st and 3rd Bat-
talions. Given the rank of sergeant, Watchman Ill was
expected to be buried with military honours.

Kings of the Rock

Husband and wife Brian and Dianne King, both cor-
porals serving in 208 (Liverpool) Field Hospital (V),
have just spent two weeks on the unit's annual camp
in Gibraltar. It is the first time they have served abroad
together since their wedding two years ago.
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HOW MUCH WOULD Yt
CLEAR THIS PILE OF RUBBISH?

Hopefully you will never be asked this question. ‘

But our soldiers are frequently involved in these
dangerous operations and sometimes they are
injured or even pay with their lives.

The debt we owe them is beyond measure.

This 1s your chance to help those soldiers and ‘
ex-soldiers and their families, who now find ‘
themselves in need.

Don’t you think that a donation, a covenant or
a legacy to the Army Benevolent Fund is an
appropriate way of saying to our soldiers — thank you ‘

for being there when you were needed?

THE ARMY
~ BENEVOLENT
FUND

London SW7 5HR.
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|

|
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Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you about our work

If you would prefer that we do not, please tick the box | Reg, Charity No. 211645 |

BIRTHDAY

HONOURS

Bromley Gardner, QRH; SSgt AK
Garrett, R Signals; Cpl A W

Order of the Bath

GCB
Gen Sir Jeremy Mackenzie,
KCB, OBE, ADC Gen, late QOH.

KCB
Lt Gen M D Jackson, CB, CBE,
late Para.

cB
Maj Gen K J Drewienkiewicz,
late RE; Maj Gen N W F
Richards, OBE, late RA; Maj
Gen M S White, CBE, late RCT.

Order of the British Empire

CBE
Brig R F Baly, late R Signals; Col
J Goodsir, MBE, late AAC; Brig |
D T McGill, ADC, late RE; Col D
R D Willis, late RGR.

OBE
Lt Col D J W Baylis, R Anglian; Lt
Col D J A Bergin, AGC; Col M G
Braithwaite, late RAMC; Lt Col T J
Checketts, LD; Actg Col R M
Festing, Northumbria ACF; Lt Col A
J Figg, AGC; Lt Col C A Mildinhall,
RE; Lt Col C J R Parker, RAMC; Lt
Col P R Wilkinson MBE, RA; Lt Col
D A Burch, ED, Bermuda Regt.

MBE
WO1 M Adams, RE; Lt Col LJ C
Anderson, LI; SSgt L P Ashbridge,
AGC; Maj J Badgery, LI; Actg Capt
M G Barden, Bedfordshire ACF;
SSgt S P R Barrett, Int Corps; Maj
C H G Baulf, AAC; WO2 T M
Betchley, AGC; Maj R J Carter,
TD, R Signals; WO2 S P Carter,
RDG; Cpl B D Clegg, AGC; WO1
W G Coey, REME; WO2 C G
Collins, RRF, TA; Maj J Coulter,
RLC; WO2 A E Curran, RE.

W02 K N Davey, AGC;

Maj T M Daw, PWRR; Maj G
Douglas, R Signals; LCpl R B
Duncan, R Signals; Maj B W
Edmonds, RRF; Cpl E A Espley,
RE TA; Maj L T Flower, RE; Actg
Lt Col B | Fox, Dorset ACF; Capt
W H Freeman, RE; Maj P J
Friend, RAMC TA; Maj C A J

Girvan, RE; Lt Balkrishna
Gurung, MVO RGR; CoH M J
Hadden, LG; Maj N J R Haddock,
RGJ; Cpl A C Halsall, AGC; Sgt G
F Hayden, R Irish.

Maj W G Henderson,
REME; Sgt S Hendry, RHF; WO1
R C Henson, RLC; Sgt K Holmes,
AGC: Maj G M V Holt, RTR; Cpl R
Hopwood, AGC; W02 D J
Howard, RE; Maj C D S Ince, RE;
WO2 W O Innes, RLC; MajW S
Jolly, Royal Australian Engrs; Maj
P H G Alun-Jones, WFR; WO2 B
N Jordon, REME; WO1 A J King,
RA; Maj D H Labouchere, QRH;
Maj A D Licence, AGC; Cpl R
Lovegrove, RE.

Maj S K Macrostie, RCS;
Maj J McClelland, AGC; Lt R H
McCormack, Coldm Gds; Maj J E
Mendonca, QLR; Maj G F
Moncur, AGC; WO1 C T Neill,
RLC; Maj R E Nugee, RA; Maj E
J O'Neill, Staffords; WO2 D W
Palmer, AGC TA; Maj J E
Passmore, RE; WO2 D Pearce,
RLC; WO2 N Penniston, APTC;
Maj P J Proctor, RGJ TA; Maj S
Ridd, RLC; WO2 G Robertson, R
Signals; Maj R Robinson, RLC;
Capt B Rouse, LD.

Maj W M Rush, RE; SSgt
L Rutherford, RE; Lt Col J W
Shanahan, RE; Maj S R
Sharman, R Signals; Maj P J
Shields, QGM, RLC; CSgt A P
Smith, WG; Sgt J S Strangways,
RLC; Capt K Tamang, QG
Signals; Lt Col R M Venning,
RGR; Maj S P Wallis, R Signals;
Maj A Watson, Gen List, TA; SSgt
R G Weller, RE; SSgt M O Wells,
RA; Maj J C E Whitwam, RRF; Lt
Col B J Wiliams, REME; Maj J S
Williamson, BW; Maj A D Wilson,
RA; WO1 S M Wyan, RE; Lt Col
K A Zambelli, RDG.

| Please mention SOLDIER when replying to advertisements }
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“Cold cast bronze”
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A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze" figurines, car grill
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Exercise report

3 Div's big-gun
manoeuvres on
Salisbury Plain

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston

IN THE biggest exercise of its type
scheduled for 1998, Salisbury Plain
echoed to the sound of 36 big guns for 11
long days in mid-May.

Exercise Iron Hurricane brought
together almost 1,500 soldiers from the
Royal Artillery and support units, repre-
senting the bulk of 3 (UK) Division’s con-
siderable artillery assets.

Deploying and re-deploying
across the plain, the troops and their
big guns — 16 AS90 self-propelled
155mm weapons and 20 L118
105mm light guns — developed the
exercise from individual unit night
manoeuvres and helicopter opera-
tions, to the final ground-shaking
and deafening simultaneous firing
of artillery pieces. For scale and
impact, Iron Hurricane was aptly
named.

Although primarily designed as a
major training event for the artillery
units of 3 (UK) Div, Iron Hurricane
also gave the gunners an opportuni-
ty to work with small units such as
29 Commando Regiment and 26
Italian gunners of 132 Ariete Regi-
ment. The Italians, based in the
north of their country, are closely
linked with 3 (UK) Div.

The 11 days and nights in the field
were also an ideal opportunity to test
sophisticated communications and fire
control equipment, much of it relatively
new. In the hands of forward control
units, batteries and mobile command
posts, battlefield radar, lasers, computers
and digital and conventional radios were
put to some demanding tests.

POIGNANCY

Adding a note of poignancy to Iron
Hurricane was the knowledge that this
was the last time all three regiments of the
Royal Horse Artllery, 1, 3 and 7 (Para),
will be able to exercise together for a
while. Soon afterwards, 3 RHA began
preparing for its move to Germany.

The value of Iron Hurricane differed
according to the roles and vantage point
of the units involved. Capt Ian Mullin of
29 Cdo Regt, wearing the green beret of
the Royal Marines and the cap badge of
the Royal Artillery, stressed that for his
men it had been a vital opportunity to use
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Shouldering the burden: LBdr Jason
Oie (above) defends a gun position with
Javelin. Forward control: Using MSTAR
battlefield radar, Maj Mike Elvis (above
right) tracks targets and brings in 60
rounds from AS90 (main picture)

s

the new Battlefield Artillery
Target Engagement System
(BATES), which uses burst
transmissions to communicate
between OPs and gun batteries.

He described BATES as
complex. However, after almost
two months of training, Iron Hurricane
gave his battery of four light guns “the
opportunity to make it work”.

Elsewhere on the plain, men of 47 Reg-
iment (Air Defence) RA, armed with
Javelin shoulder-launched missiles, pro-
tected the guns. High point for LBdr
Jason Oie and LBdr James McCallion was
the chance to mount a simulated attack
on their own position from an Army Lynx
helicopter. The pilot’s-eye view of their
location was, they agreed, a chilling edu-
cation. “If it had been for real,” said LBdr
QOie, “there would have been a few sharp
intakes of breath on both sides.”

Watching on the final two days was Col

Col Francavilla:
“best experience”

Luigi Francavilla of the Ariete
Regiment. He said both armies
used similar weapons, but bat-
tlefield communications and
target acquisition equipment
was different. The colonel was
pleased that experts were now
considering ways to make the
equipment compatible.

Nevertheless, the Italians
worked closely with British
gunners as forward observers
and fire controllers. Col Fran-
cavilla said: “My people say
this is the best experience they have had.”

And perhaps one of the hardest. SSgt
John McDonald of N Battery, equipped
with AS90, smiled through his fatigue
and looked back on the demanding cycle
endured by the AS90 crews . . . “the
breach creatures”.

“We've had some very long days and
nights,” said Staff McDonald. “Last
night, for example, we covered about 25
miles, including a re-plen.” But as the
Hurricane reached its conclusion, any
pent-up frustrations were released when,
along with 36 other big guns, N Battery
fired volley after volley of high explosive
shells. Satisfying indeed!

o/



Feature

UN sets standa

of tolerance

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston

THE SMALL world of international
peacekeeping is a place in which soldiers
soon learn to accept the unusual, some-
times even the downright bizarre.

Any one of the potential global hot-
spots policed by United Nations troops
can easily throw up examples: such as in
Bosnia, where Malaysian troops, fresh
from tropical south-ecast Asia, shiver as
they man snow-covered mountain obser-
vation posts. Elsewhere, eastern Euro-
peans, once protectors of the Communist
bloc, stand shoulder-to-shoulder with
their erstwhile NAT'O enemies.

But few are stranger than this: in
Cyprus, where 1,200 UN troops keep the
heavily-armed Greek and Turkish factions
apart, British soldiers, specifically men
from the 1st Royal Tank Regiment, are
commanded by an Argentine general. And
he served in the Falklands War.

Sixteen years ago the UN’s Force Com-
mander, Maj Gen Evergisto de Vergara
had a far more belligerent role. He and
British troops, very similar to those he
now commands, were pitched against
each other across a few hundred miles of
cold South Atlantic ocean in a bloody war.
Now, remarkably, the British patrol with
soldiers from Argentina and accept orders
from a one-time enemy.

A veteran peace-keeper with tours in the
Middle East and Croatia under his belt,
the man from Tucuman in northern
Argentina can, of course, see the irony, but
he seems to relish it. He believes this
example of international co-operation in
spite of historic differences is, if anything,
a shining illustration of what can be
achieved in countries like Cyprus if the
principle of tolerance is applied.

The 52-year-old general is, of course,
first and foremost an Argentine officer.
Thanks to the blue-and-white flag and
photographs of his president, which alter-
nate with mementoes of other national
armies on the walls of his office, there can
be no doubting this. But he is careful to
hide any national feelings he has. Never-

Soldier meets the
Argentine general
who commands

British troops
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Maj Gen de Vergera, Force Commander:
“Some people are poisoned by history”

theless, Gen de Vergara says the war is not
a taboo subject: both Argentines and
British will compare their experiences of
the Falklands, but do so as professional
soldiers, without personal animosity.

If pressed, he explains (in perfect, if
heavily accented, English) his feeling’s
about the war, in which he was a major
commanding a logistic unit on the Argen-
tine coast, and how this relates to his work
with the British Army today.

Although an effervescent and easily-
smiling man, the general assumes a deeply
sober expression. “We were enemies in
1982 and we both have people buried in
the islands. In that way they have become
brothers. It was a clean, open war and
now, because of that, we can work togeth-
er. I am very proud of my British soldiers.”

On a personal level this goodwill is most
obvious in an excellent working relation-

ship which the general enjoys with his
Chief of Staff, Col Ian Talbot. He describes
the British officer as “my very dear friend
and an outstanding human being”.

The Force Commander also has gener-
ous words for the men of the 1st Royal
Tank Regiment who are responsible for
one entire sector of the Green Line and
the buffer zone. They also make up a
major component of the company-
strength Mobile Force Reserve based at
the now disused Nicosia airport.

Within this rapid reaction force, repre-
sentatives of the four main national forces
— Austrian, Hungarian, Argentine and
British — are totally integrated, living and
working together at every level.

English is the workaday language, and
although not all troops are confident
speakers, they get by with what Gen de
Vergara describes as “UN English . . .
understanding half, guessing the rest”.

The commander of UN forces is proud
of all of the men under his control,
whether they be from the four main forces
or the much smaller contingents from
Brazil, Uruguay, Canada, Ireland, Slove-
nia and Finland. He is also highly sympa-
thetic about the challenges they face.
Peacekeeping, he points out, demands dif-
ferent ways of thinking and practices from
those usually instilled in soldiers.

“Most of my soldiers are only 18 or 19
and we have to tell them to change their
way of thinking,” he says. “They have to
know how to moderate and tolerate — and
that requirement is not only applied to the
forces opposing each other, but among
themselves too. The recipe for happiness is
to tolerate.”

Considering his own origins, the gener-
al could be speaking from personal experi-
ence when he reflects on the emotions that
still threaten the peace of Cyprus. “Some
people,” he reflects rather sadly, “are poi-
soned by history and they can’t get rid of
that heritage.”

He believes the example of “his” sol-
diers is important. With conviction, he
says: “When people can create peace
among themselves, then they also spread
peace outside”.
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WHEN tension reached breaking-
point in Dherinia on the Green
Line during 1996, Greek Cypriot
protesters stormed a Turkish
post. In the subsequent riot, a
Greek civilian was shot dead
trying to remove a flag and two
British soldiers attempting to
calm the situation were wounded.

The incident showed vividly
that if UN forces are to prevent
tensions escalating into violence
in the future, they need a strong and versa-
tile rapid-reaction force. So the Mobile
Force Reserve (MFR) was born, and with it
the most shining example of the UN'’s abil-
ity to operate a totally integrated and affec-
tive multinational force.

Based at the UN HQ at Nicosia’s airport
(which has not received an aircraft, other
than military helicopters, since the war of
1974) and answering directly to the Force
commander, Maj Gen Evergisto de Ver-
gara, the company-strength force is made
up of 53 British troops, 33 Argentines, ten
Austrians and nine Hungarians. Elsewhere
on the Green Line each national contin-

SOLDIER July 1998

Quick off the mark: Multi-national and quick reaction. British, Hungarian, Austrian and British troops of the Mobile Reserve Force

Total integration
In the rapid
reaction force

gent is responsible for a sector, but troops
in the MFR mix at every level. Each of the
four platoons has representatives of all
four nations.

The UN’s rapid-reaction force is mod-
elled on a British company, and, perhaps
for that reason it is commanded by Maj
Eddie Large of 1 RTR. His second-in-com-
mand is an Argentine soldier, and the four
platoon commanders are Argentine, Aus-
trian and British. Responsibility for trans-
port lies with the Argentines, who operate
Tactica lightly-armoured personnel carri-
ers and several Bell helicopters.

Lt Stuart Pringle of the MFR admitted

that such total integration can
make some aspects of day-to-
day life unusual. Communica-
tions are on obvious difficulty
and he admits that there can at
times be “a kind of Chinese
Whispers affect”. But he adds,
“it makes life interesting.”

The MFR trains regularly in
crowd-control techniques and
constantly hones its degree of
readiness. The proud boast of
this cosmopolitan force is that it can
deploy more than half its strength to
almost any point on the Green Line within
two hours. The entire company could be
deployed a short time later.

Relations between the national groups
is excellent, particularly between the
Argentines and the British. Stuart Pringle
does not mince his words: “They’re the
nicest, most hospitable bunch you could
expect to meet.”

WO2 Daniel Cuellar has a similar warmth
for his British comrades. “It’s been a plea-
sure to work with them,” he says,
“because they have such respect for us.”

-
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Green Line

Robust, not provocative

THE 1st Royal Tank Regiment arrived on
the Cypriot Green Line, which has divid-
ed the island and its people since the war
of 1974, in early December last year.

Fresh from the high-intensity armour-
ed warfare training which had preoccu-
pied them for much of 1997, they not
only abandoned their traditional vehicles
for an infantry role, but also had to devel-
op the entirely different mind-set requir-
ed for UN peace-keeping.

There was also the sobering reality that
the Cypriot political and military scenes
were more tense than they had been for
many years

CHALLENGE

“It was quite a challenge for us,” ex-
plained Lt James Grimshaw, the battal-
ion’s ops info officer at battalion HQ in
Wolsey Barracks, a once opulent building
which now crumbles gently like most
other structures in the overgrown and
ghostly buffer zone. “We had to put most
of our training to one side and think in
terms of being robust but not provoca-
tive.”

This four-word phrase is often quoted
in Cypriot UN cir-
cles. It sums up the
approach to the two
armies which gaze
suspiciously at each
other across the buf-
fer zone, in places
little more than ten
metres wide. In es-
sence it means that
the UN troops can,
and will, stand their
ground and issue
instructions to 0ppos-
ing forces (“Opfor” in
UN-speak) on both
sides if one or the
other indulges in ag-
gressive or inflam-
matory behaviour.

UN forces have the

authority, technically recognised by both
sides, to police the area and even remove
defences if one side or the other moves to

Ever vigilant: Tpr Robert McClymont
watches over the buffer zone

change the fragile sratus
guo which has prevailed
since the fighting stop-
ped in 1974.

For 1 RTR, tasked
with controlling Sector 2
of the Green Line — by
far busiest part because
so much of it lies within
Nicosia — the increased
level of tension meant
stepping up the frequen-
cy of patrols through the
ghostly abandoned rib-
bon of roads and build-
ings in Nicosia and in
the wider swathe of
countryside outside the
city. It also meant acting
even more quickly than usual to defuse
dangerous situations. “Robust” was,
again, the key word.

UN troops know from experience that
any failure to demonstrate authority will
encourage one side or the other to make
further moves, an escalation which can
dangerously increase tension.

“Each side is as bad as the other. They
both try to push it,”
said Lt Col David
Eccles as he stood
before a large scale
map covering every
square metre of the
Green Line.

“We might have
four of five incidents
of verbal abuse, stone-
throwing or moving
forward into the buf-
fer zone in a day.”

Far more seriously,
both sides will shoot
at each other, some-
times as frequently
as once a week, Lt
Col Eccles hastens to
point out that these
are rarely if ever
cases of determined sniping; rather ac-
cidental discharges, or the reactions of
nervous sentries.

The men of 1 RTR must react quickly,
cajoling, persuading, finger-wagging, and
calling in whatever goodwill exists
between the relevant side and the UN.
Usually they get their way through per-
suasion, but occasionally a show of deter-
mined force is needed. Smiles and chat
can give way to curt orders. The UN has
that authority.

Recently British soldiers had to move
in force to dismantle a new observation
post (OP) which the Turkish had assem-
bled from oil drums filled with sand. The
Turkish OC was instructed to move
them. When he refused, a few dozen UN
soldiers moved swiftly to do the job for
him. In spite of protests, the drums were
emptied of sand and returned to a base
behind the Turkish Cypriot lines.

In a land where not losing face is so
important even rusting drums have to be
returned to their owners.

MUTUAL HATRED

Col Eccles and his men are constantly
amazed at the degree of murtual hatred
and aggressive resourcefulness shown by
both sides. Neither misses a chance to
exploit a new weapon or trick. Recently
both the Turks and the Greeks have been
acquiring laser “pens” and aiming the
potentially blinding beams into the eyes
of men on the opposite side of the zone.
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The “weapons™ are regularly confiscat-
ed by British troops, but they know that it
is only a matter of time before some other
device is aimed across the divide.

Meanwhile diplomacy is the weapon
of choice for 1 RTR. Officers and NCOs
meet regularly with their counterparts in
both the Greek and Turkish forces in an
effort to establish trust and friendship.
Often meetings take place over meals. It
helps confidence-building that many
senior officers on both sides have experi-
ence of working internationally, and
can, to a certain extent, disassociate
themselves from the emotions of the
dispute.

WATCHING

Working relations on the ground can
also be good. Perched atop an abandoned
building, behind the blue-painted shelter
that clearly identifies it as a UN OP, Tpr
Robert McClymont looked up from the
telescope which he had trained on a
Greek or Turkish position. He acknowl-
edged the shouts of some uniformed
Turks in their OP about 50 metres away
and smiled. “They want to know what
we’re doing. They’re just watching us
watching them. We’ve all got used to each
other now.”

But when the friendly contacts are over,
everyone returns to their respective posi-
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Ghost town: British UN troops have
stepped-up patrols of Nicosia’s buffer zone

Nice to see you: Smiles for the soldiers of 1 RTR at the Kyre-
nia home for mentally and physically handicapped children

tions, as they have done for 24 years.
From their words and actions it seems
evident that both Turks and Greeks gen-
uinely fear an attack by the other.

In this tense atmosphere, the blue-
capped British troops and their interna-
tional colleagues, the human buffers,
patrol and watch. Armed and vigilant,
they are robust but not provocative.

Soldiers’
gift of
smiles

MANY Cypriots on both sides of the heavi-
ly-fortified Green Line are grateful to the
nations who have policed this militarised
zone over the years. But for a few special
groups of people on both sides of this arti-
ficial border, the presence of British peace-
keepers is particularly welcome.

They are the staff and residents of two
homes for mentally and physically dis-
abled young people.

Led by WO2 Alan Woods, a dedicated
band of soldiers have been making full use
of their unique right to go to-and-fro across
the Green Line, taking supplies, support
and friendship to homes located in both
the Greek and Turkish zones.

Soldier visited the home in Kyrenia in
the Turkish-controlled zone, where men
from 1 RTR had transformed drab dormito-
ries by decorating them with huge, colour-
ful cartoon characters. They had also
bought and installed sophisticated physio-
therapy equipment to help the youngsters
develop limb co-ordination and strength.

WO2 Woods and his colleagues raised
2,000 Cypriot pounds for each of the
homes, while wives back home in Ger-
many supported them by collecting
clothes, toys and any other items that
might make life easier for
the youngsters.

The pleasure that these
good deeds have brought
the children is obvious in
the way they react to the
arrival of the UN Land
Rovers. Children sur-
round the soldiers, com-
peting for attention.

Alan Woods admits
that he and his friends
rarely get as much work
done as they would like.
After a few hours of car-
pentry, plastering and
painting, they usually end
up playing with the chil-
dren. But he knows the
children thrive on this
kind of attention.

The residents and staff
of these homes will be
sorry to see 1 RTR go, but
the good work is likely to continue. The
replacement unit, 19 Regiment RA, has
already indicated that it will continue to
help the children, and, most importantly, at
least one of the local armies is now also
lending a hand. Turkish Cypriot engineers
are building a new school room at the
Kyrenia home.

@ More from Cyprus next month
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Exercise report

Rumble
in the
jungle

Grenadier Guards'
dream hotel in
Jamaica was open
to the stars . . .

Report: Capt James Anderson
Pictures: WO2 Pete Bristo

EVERYONE dreams of winning an
expenses-paid trip to the West Indies . . .
but for soldiers from the 1lst Battalion,
The Grenadier Guards the dream came
true — almost.

One hundred and twenty soldiers
deployed to Jamaica to take part in Exer-
cise Red Stripe. Spaces were at a premium
50, in a unique twist, most had to earn
their slot by competing in a military skills
competition organised by the command-
ing officer.

Winners were 2 Platoon, The Queen’s
Company, 12 Platoon, The
Inkerman Company and the
Recce Platoon.

LSgt Robert Williams sum-

e

such as ways of finding food in the jungle,
and how to remain healthy in an environ-
ment in which even minor cuts can quick-
ly become infected. Heat, high humidity
and the threat of a mosquito-borne
virus added to the potential
threats.

They also had to
learn to fight in
the jungle, where
poor visibility
means engage-
ments are fre-
netic, lasting
only a few mo-
ments as a huge

Water sports: LCpl Peter Downes and Gdsm Adam Smith, both of Inkerman Company

ly woman and laying a concrete path to
improve access for wheelchairs to Port
Antonio’s hospital. “It’s been a bit like
working on a chain-gang,” joked LCpl
Craig Flintham. “The good
thing is that you know
that our work is
going to be ap-
preciated by
the locals.”
Guards-
men took
part in ad-
venturous
training,
with plenty
of opportu-
nities to try
diving, snorkel-
ling and water-

.| Time out: Soldiers,
¥ above, try their
4 hand at water sports
during an adventure
training package

skiing. For some
there was a climb
to the summit of
the Blue Moun-
tain, Jamaica’s
highest peak.
But there was
one element of
the trip which did
not go according
to rumour con-
trol. Word quickly

med up the mood: “I think
that this was the competition
to win. It certainly beats going
to the Brecons in Wales.”
Although the location was
exotic, Red Stripe was de-
signed to teach military skills
in a jungle environment.
There was also time for com-
munity projects and sport.
Maj George Norton said:
“My aim was to give the sol-

Food store: Grenadier
Guardsmen, left, barter
for food in a local
market. WO2 Jordan is
on the right

diers the finest exercise they had ever
been on, not just in military training but
many other activities as well.”

Jamaica conjures up images of golden
beaches, palm trees and sun, but the com-
posite company quickly learned that
more than three-quarters of the island is
covered in dense jungle. And it was there
that the soldiers spent much of their time.

They were taught basic survival skills,
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weight of fire is directed at close range.

“Ranges in the jungle are much shorter
than the guys were used to,” said WO2
(QMSI) Paul Redding. “Targets can be as
close as 5m and it is quick reactions and
sheer weight of fire that provide the win-
ning formula.”

Community projects tackled by the
Grenadier Guardsmen included rebuild-
ing the storm-damaged home of an elder-

spread that the exercise was to be located
in a hotel with two pools and a jacuzzi.

It was based on fact . . . except the hotel
had been abandoned for the past 20
years and the pools had long since crum-
bled.

Four weeks of training were followed by
four days of R and R . . . and the dream of
a Caribbean holiday, albeit a brief one,
finally came true.
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Changes: The Duchess of Kent's Hospital,
which opened its doors in October 1976

Confidence and self-
esteem are fragile
qualities which need to be
nurtured in any
environment, and
especially in the Services.
If you would like to share
a problem or offer advice
of your own, write to Cari
c/o Soldier, or BFBS,
BFPO 786.

WE ARE returning to the
UK for our last posting. |

would like to return to work but don’t think
| have anything to offer. | was a secretary
once but am now out of touch with work-
ing life. | don’t know much about comput-
ers and the adverts ask for skills I've
never heard of. — Mrs A (Cyprus).

Cari replies: Are you sure you want to
return to the same environment? Office
culture may have changed since you last
worked in one, so do some research.
Many are now highly specialised, which
is why you see a variety of skills required.

Narrow your targets. You will have
dealt with your children’s schools, so
might fancy becoming a school secretary.
Do you have a particular interest or
ability, such as finance? Once you’ve
identified your target, find out all you
can about it from people who work in the
same environment and from adverts.
You’ll be able to spot the most frequently
required skills.

Talk to agencies supplying temporary
secretaries. Some offer free training. You
might consider professional career
guidance. Some advisers offer aptitude
tests which suggest avenues you might
not have thought of. You should also talk
to the Army Families Federation, who
can help with training in computer skills

and qualifications. Good luck.
AN

A time to indulge

MY husband is away a lot
and | get very lonely. He

says | should get out more and go to clubs
or get to know our neighbours. But | don’t
have much confidence and find it very dif-
ficult going to places where | don’t know
anyone. Everyone else seems to have
done a lot more than me. — Mrs H (BFG).

Cari replies: I know exactly how you
feel. It took a great deal of effort for me
to learn the skills of self-confidence — and
it is a skill. Almost everyone is daunted
by the prospect of going into
a room full of strangers. One
trick is to ask people about
themselves. We like talking
about ourselves, so you can’t
go far wrong. A successful
conversation is one in which
you do little talking . . .

Start with a small chal-
lenge. The next time you are
in a shop, make an observa-
tion about the weather or
how busy the town is. Try sign-
ing up for an evening class or
keep-fit session. It has the advantage that
you are all there for the same reason, and
you can break the ice by making the same
observations you did in the shop.

Once you’ve started to get the hang of
talking to people you can build the kind
of life I think you want. Don’t rely on
your husband, or anyone else, to give you
an identity. When he returns you’ll have
something of your own to talk about.

I I_-lAVE had a difficult year
with marriage problems

(now improved), family bereavements and

Confidence and self- - In the old days the
esteem are fragile ca i comme nts = informal support
qualities. A chance structure of Army

remark, a thoughtless act or casual
neglect call destroy them. While we all
have to take responsibility for our own
lives we could all be a bit more sensitive
about the needs of others.

We assume that everyone else has the
rule book for life while we've been
handed the one with a vital page missing.

: . — the other Fabulous in a
Cari Roberts Fortnight by Monica

moving home to cope with. Things are
improving and | am getting back on my
feet, but | want to make a new start
because | feel boring and worn out. My
friends and my husband say I'm not, but
that’s how | feel. We are going to a friend’s
wedding in the autumn and it is my 40th
birthday soon afterwards. | want to look
good and feel good instead of being the
one everyone feels sorry for.— Mrs R (UK).

Cari replies: From reading your letter
in full I know that you have had a truly
dreadful time so, first of all,
you must allow yourself to
feel worn out. You've been
very strong for everyone else
and now it’s your turn to
look after yourself. There
are two books which you
might read. One is Self
Esteem by Gael Lindenfield,
published by Thorsons
(paperback, price £5.99),

&

Grenfell, published by Pan
Books (paperback, £7.99).

The latter is great fun and covers diet,
exercise and self-esteem, and it works.

You have a target to aim for in the wed-
ding and your birthday celebrations.
More than anything else, you must tell
yourself that you’ve done very well to get
through the bad times and that you’ve
given a lot of yourself to your family.

By looking after yourself now you are
re-charging your batteries and this will
benefit them as well as you. In other
words, this isn’t self-indulgence . . . it is
necessary.

life helped to make people feel part of the
community, whether they liked it or not.
These days we are more isolated, socially
as well as geographically. The next time
you see someone alone at a party, or
your new neighbour, take the first step
and say hello. They might be a potential
new friend.

J
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to close its wards

A DECLINE in the number of patients
using the Duchess of Kent’s Hospital at
Catterick is behind the decision to end
the treatment of in-patients and make
changes to public services provided by the
hospital. Alternative arrangements are
being made for NHS and Service
patients.

The future of the hospital has been in
question for a number of years.

Brig Kim Stephens, the hospital com-
mander, said: “This is not the end of ser-
vices from Carterick. We expect that local
NHS trusts will continue to treat civilian
and military patients from the present
site, and we shall work closely with them
to safeguard public healthcare.

“However, the number of patients we
treat at the Duchess of Kent is falling and
do not justify the level of services on offer.
That is not good for our training needs
and, in the long term, it is not good for the
people of North Yorkshire.”

Referrals to the Duchess of Kent’s Hos-
pital (DKH) have fallen over a number of
years, primarily because the military clin-
icians are from time to time, and some-
times at short notice, required on
front-line operations in places such as
Bosnia.

Such absences are a cause of concern to
referring GPs, who turn elsewhere for
treatments.

Options for the hospital ranged from

immediate closure to no change. Neither
extreme was favoured, with more than
half those who responded to the North
Yorkshire Health Authority endorsing a
proposed collaboration with the NHS to
continue providing health care services at
the hospital.

Measures to be taken by the Defence
Secondary Care Agency (DSCA)
include:

@ In-patient care at the DKH, for Ser-
vice patients, to be provided under con-
tract by a local NHS trust for an interim
period of three years

® Continued provision from DKH of a
minor injuries unit, medical reception
station and outpatient services, to be pro-
vided to Service and NHS patients for a
three-year interim period in conjunction
with the NHS

@ A core group of DSCA personnel to
be located as a small unit within a local
NHS trust to provide military inputs in
secondary care for Service personnel, and
to form the staffing basis of any future
MoD hospital unit in the North

® DKH to close to further in-patients
once these services are working properly

@ A review of secondary care require-
ments in the North of England and Scot-
land to inform future plans for military
hospital services in the North

® Defence Services Psychiatric Centre
to remain at DKH for foreseeable future.

THE number of MoD passengers arriving at
airheads with baggage in excess of their enti-
tlement appears to be on the increase and
poses significant problems for movements
staff. Anew DCIl on baggage allowances is in
the course of issue.

Views are being sought on extending the
welfare package available to soldiers on
operational tours such as Bosnia to troops on
non-operational temporary detached duty

overseas for more than four months. This
would include temporary staff at BATUS,
BATLSK, BATSUB and BATSUW.

The 1998 version of the Family Credit
Adviser’s Briefing booklet is available from
the Family Credit Helpline on 01253 500050
or Benefits Agency offices. It contains the
most up-to-date information on benefits avail-
able to working families with children. Orders
for the 1998 Benefits Agency catalogue

should be faxed to 0123 252 6121, or write to
GPA Interface, Rosepark House, Upper New-
townards Road, Belfast BT4 3NR.

Armed Forces personnel who have served
in Germany or are still serving can claim a
special discount at the Hotel Harzburger Hof
in Bad Harzburg, which between 1945 and
‘1955 was familiar to thousands of troops as
BAOR Leave Centre No 4. An ideal location
for excursions into the Harz Mountains, the
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hotel has good access from the autobahns
and Eurostar. The address is Hotel Harzburg-
er Hof, Kurhausstrasse 23, 38667 Bad
Harzburg, Germany (tel 0049 5322 7820).

Royal British Legion Insurance Services
entered the specialised arena of non-public
funds insurance with the launch of Inforce on
June 8. The policy is designed to provide
comprehensive cover for individual units of
the Armed Forces.
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The British Breast Cancer Campaign is
looking for volunteers to make collections or
raise funds during breast cancer awareness
month in October. If you can help contact Viv
Bass on 0171 404 3955.

Pupils at Lister Primary School, Herford,
Germany are exceeding national expectations
in all areas of learning by the age of five, says
a report by the Office for Standards in Educa-
tion. They are also mature and well-motivated.

Ex-soldier
Colin joins
business
big shots

THERE is life after the Army, and
Colin Clayton is just the man to prove
it. So popular has
become his laser
clay pigeon shoot-
ing enterprise
that he has just
received the top
honour in the
1997 Warrington
Business Success
Awards.

Colin (pic-
tured) left the
14th/20th Hus-

sars as a warrant officer in the redun-
dancies of 1992. After 22 years in the
Army he bought a laser shoot and went
into business, travelling all over Britain
and Germany to promote it at military
shows and unit events and for corporate
entertainment.

Now based at Warrington, Colin’s
Lasersport has received a seal of
approval from local business leaders.
He has broadened his appeal by supply-
ing entertainment packages.

This year he has been signed up to do
15 military summer balls, to some of
which he is returning for the fourth or
fifth year. Regular clients include The
Cheshire Regiment, The Prince of
Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire,
RMA Sandhurst, the 3rd Regiment,
Royal Horse Artillery and the School of
Signals at Blandford.

Laser shooting can be played by up to
five people aiming at the same target. It
is completely safe, with the “shotguns”
firing harmless infra-red beams.




24

Feature

JuBs Eli[iﬂ]
) s -

Kentigern House in Glasgow now deals with

every aspect of a soldier’s life from the
moment he joins until he leaves — and beyond

Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Terry Champion

THE BUSHY-eyebrowed portrait staring
sternly over the Manning and Career
Management offices at the Army Person-
nel Centre (APC) in Glasgow is fitting.

Fd Marshal Sir William Robertson
joined the 16th (The Queen’s) Lancers in
1877 and is the only soldier in the Army’s
history to have served in every rank from
private to field marshal. The village tailor’s
son would have approved of what the
modern Army is doing for soldiers today.

Before the APC was set up at Kentigern
House in 1996 with the Military Secretary
at its head, the management of soldiers’
careers was dealt with at 11 separate man-
ning offices at five locations.

“This meant there was little scope for
co-ordination and standardisation,” said
Maj Niall Archibald, of the
Manning and Career Man-
agement Support Division.
“Soldiers’ issues were behind
the curve as officers’ careers
had always been dealt with
together. We wanted to give
the same standard of care to
soldiers.”

Now soldiers and officers
are dealt with side by side in
nine divisions responsible for
each of the main cap badges
— Royal Armoured Corps
and Army Air Corps, Royal
Artllery, Royal Engineers,
Royal Signals and Intelli-
gence Corps, Infantry, Royal
Logistic Corps, Army Med-
ical Services, Royal Electri-
cal and Mechanical Engi-
neers and Adjutant Gener-

go there.

al’s Corps.
The fourth and fifth floors
of Kentigern House — a

futuristic-looking  building
described by locals as “a
pyramid with the top chopped off” — are
occupied by military personnel and civil
servants dealing with issues which will
directly affect the lives of all soldiers and
officers.

Each officer and soldier wing is run by a

ACROSS the road and
around the corner from
Kentigern House is a
separate department
dealing with TA
Reserves and Manning.
It is here that volunteers
are organised to fill-in
empty slots usually
taken by Regulars.
Between 500 to 700 TA
and Reserve soldiers
are serving in Bosnia at
the moment, but Maj
John Carroll, AGC
(SPS), who runs the
department, said it was
becoming increasingly
difficult to find people to

“There are now ten
mobilisations a year to
Bosnia,” he explained.
“For every job we need
to fill-in we used to have
to send out eight letters
—now we are having to
send out 15.”

lieutenant colonel, assisted by a number of
SO2s and retired officers. A senior NCO
provides administrative expertise for the
division and the whole undertaking is
suported by civilian administrative offi-
cers.

It is here that the vast juggling act takes
place of slotting the right people into the
right jobs, posting people to places that fit
in with their career development and per-
sonal circumstances, and preparing
detailed documentation for promotion
boards.

WO2 (SQMS) Vince Young works in
support of the Soldier’s Wing of the
RAC/AAC division.

“We are here to provide a service to the
soldier,” he said. “So, for example, if a
trooper has a problem his unit can contact
us here and we will try to sort it out.

“Maybe his wife has given birth to a
child with special needs and
his regiment is about to move
to Germany. He can put a
request through to stay in the
area and we will try to help
him — we’ve been very suc-
cessful in this.

“It is pointless to send a
soldier to Germany if his wife
or children need medical
care in Britain because he
would not be able to work
properly. The welfare of the
soldier is always taken into
consideration.”

A tap on the computer
keys will bring up a soldier’s
full record of service, with
details such as his date of
birth, marital status, next of
kin, all the courses he has
been on with the grades
achieved, and all confidential
report gradings.

WO2Young’s division, like
the other cap badges, is usu-
ally contacted by the adju-
tant, chief clerk or SSM of a regiment.

“If it comes to keeping a good soldier in
the Army or losing him, a phone call is not
a problem,” WO2 Young said.

“I get phone calls all the time and if I
can’t give an answer I can always put them

in touch with someone who can.”

The Military Secretary, Maj Gen David
Burden, has designated 1998 as The Year
of Soldier Career Management. A Soldier
Forum has been set up at the APC which
consists of all the SO1s who head the Sol-
dier Wings and representatives from
Director Manning (Army) and the Per-
sonnel, Pay and Pension Administration —
the department in the APC responsible for
maintaining the records of service.

The Forum looks at the best ways to
improve the management and develop-
ment of careers to the benefit of the Army
and the individual. Matters such as pro-
tecting career structures and including
assessments of potential and performance
in a confidential report system are also
being looked at.

Each division goes on road shows, visit-
ing the appropriate regiments. Briefings
on careér profiles and management are
given as well as information on available
future postings. “We will try to visit a regi-
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ment at least once a year,” said Maj Stuart
Thomson, a retired officer who looks after
soldiers from the Royal Artillery.

“We discuss manning matters with the
CO and give presentations to the
sergeants’ mess on manning problems.
This year we have started to give presenta-
tions to bombardiers as well.

“The quality is high at the top so they
need guidance to get on the right courses.
These presentations are also given to offi-
cers so they have an idea of how their sol-
diers’ careers are going.”

Promotions obviously play an impor-
tant part in career planning, and promo-
tion boards take place regularly at the
APC. Maj (Retd) Tom Giboney looks
after the manning and promotions for the
Royal Irish and Parachute Regiments.

“There are three candidates for every
promotion,” he said. “On our next board
there are 128 candidates — each one will
have a file and at least five confidential
reports will be looked at. Five lieutenant
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“Pyramid with the
top chopped off”:
Kentigern House
in Glasgow, above

Role model: WO2
Vince Young, left,
with the portrait
of Fd Marshal

Sir William
Robertson, the
only soldier to
have served in
every rank from
private upwards

For every soldier
there is a file: Maj
Stuart Thomson,
right, with just a
few of them

colonels from outside their division will be
locked away and will go entirely on what
has been written by the inititating officers
and COs.

“Having soldiers and officers together
has made it much simpler for COs who
want to look at their entire manning plot.
They can come here and look at every-
thing under one roof.”

There are 1,200 computer terminals for
the 156 military personnel and 1,144 civil
servants who use a system unique to
Kentigern House and known as the Glas-
gow Office System Technology (GOST).
The mainframe, sitting in a hallowed air-
conditioned room hundreds of miles away
at Worthy Down in Hampshire, holds all
the records of every person in the Regular
Army, TA and Reserves, as well as a list of
all the current authorised Army jobs.

Aside from Manning and Career Man-
agement, the APC’s other departments
consist of Personnel, Pay and Pension
Administration, the APC Secretariat, the

Document Handling Centre and Central
Support, which looks after the building’s
state-of-the-art information technology.

It means that a young soldier joining at
16 could have his or her career and pro-
motions to RSM, commissioning as an
officer, and finally pension, all dealt with
under one roof.

A few eyebrows were raised when it was
first decided that the APC would move to
Glasgow, but it is now seen as an unquali-
fied success. Most of the civil servants
have been employed locally and the mili-
tary feel the city offers them everything it
needs.

For Maj Archibald, of The Royal High-
land Fusiliers, the choice of the city was
a good one. He pointed out the inscrip-
tion on the cenotaph in Glasgow’s
George’s Square which says that out
of the 8,854,465 personnel raised in
the First World War to fight for the
Empire, more than 200,000 belonged to
Glasgow.
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Time off

Discovering

hESLEY;

City's rich military history is readily accessible
... In the company of a Roman centurion

Report: Graham Bound

Pictures: Terry Champion

and Chester City Council
ON THE face of it the little city of
Chester, chocolate-box pretty and peace-
fully tucked away in the north-west of
England, is an unlikely place to find a con-
centration of military history. But
Cheshire’s county town has been home for
several of Britain’s most richly traditional
fighting units and boasts tangible evidence
of the conquests and conflicts which have
shaped Britain over 2,000 years.

It was the Romans who put the town on
the map. Their Fortress Deva was estab-
lished in the first century AD behind thick
stone fortifications which have survived
warfare and weather to become the most
complete city wall in Britain.

ROMAN REMINDERS

From here the 20th Roman Legion sal-
lied forth, controlling the northernmost
region of their empire. But eventually
they slammed the gates shut behind them
for the last time and made the long trek
back to Rome. Fortunately for us, they
left behind some vivid reminders of their
tenure, including the remains of an opu-
lent villa which, in a delicious clash of cul-
tures, is now located within a
Spud-u-Like fast food shop.

It’s enough to make a
Roman wince, but the city
council is very grateful for
its Latin past. From June to
September, council staff
dress in the uniforms
of Roman soldiers to
guide visitors around
the city walls, pointing
out such features as the
largest amphitheatre in
Britain and the Dewa
Roman Experience,
where, thanks to audio-
visual equipment, visitors
can “experience” the life of an ordinary
Roman squaddie on a posting which
would make six months in Bosnia look
like a Sunday-school picnic.

Chester’s famous walls were also put to
good use in the middle ages, when the
Vikings poured ashore nearby. To their
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Returned: Curator of Cheshire Mili-
tary Museum, Maj John Ellis, with the ;) \with Bosnia, but
drum which came home after 56 years

surprise, they found that
Alfred the Great’s in-
domitable daughter Ae-
thelflaeda (perhaps the
original battleaxe) was
spoiling for a fight. More
often than not, she and
her soldiers drove the
Vikings back across the
North Sea.

During the Civil War
the locals sided with the
King, which they prob-
ably came to regret.
Chester was besieged by
Cromwell’s forces from
1643 to 1646 and even-
tually surrendered.

Charles 1 himself
watched from the town’s
battlements as his men
were defeated at nearby
Rowton Moor.

A visit to the Cheshire
Military Museum, a short stroll from the
city wall, is a must. Here an impressive
collection of soldiering hardware brings
the military story right up to date. The
museum concentrates on four local regi-
ments. Two — the 5th Royal Inniskilling
Dragoon Guards and 3rd Carabiniers —
are now consigned to the history books,
but two are still very much alive and
recruiting in Ches-
ter. They are the

Cheshire Yeo-

manry, a TA
light reconnais-
sance unit, and
the 22nd Chesh-

ire Regiment, The
Cheshire.

Today many peo-
ple think of the
Cheshire in connec-

the regiment has
fought all over the world, including the
Battle of the Boyne, the American War of
Independence, and, of course, the First
World War, during which the regiment
raised 38 battalions and won two VCs.
The Yeomanry tableau is particulary
impressive. Complete with life-size horse

'Y

Colourful: Chester, above, is full
of character and military history

Youngster, right, acts the part

and rider, it por-
trays a squadron
fighting in what
many historians
believe was the last mounted cavalry
engagement. Posted to Syria in 1940, the
soldiers engaged a force of mounted
Vichy French cavalry.

But some of the most fascinating sto-
ries emerge from the most humble arte-
facts. Such an object is a small and bat-
tered side drum.

It had been abandoned at Dunkirk
where the Cheshire fought a rearguard
action. A French farmer kept it for 56
years before trying to contact the rightful
owners. Eventually, news of the drum
reached the museum’s curator, Maj John
Ellis, who immediately arranged for it to
come home and for the Frenchmen to
receive the regiment’s warmest thanks.

Look, too, for the small exhibit honour-
ing an old Inniskilling Dragoon soldier
and one of Britain’s favourite heroes,
Capt Lawrence OQates, the Antarctic
explorer.

Military history buffs planning to visit
the city might be advised to keep the cap-
tain’s famous words in mind. They may be
some time . . .
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Sapper detachment
garrisons remote out-
post on Shackleton's
island of mountains
and glaciers

& Winter scene: Seals live close end@hToiﬁe "
- - {base to dlsturb s!eep with thelr roarmg

Report: Capt Phil Carter RAMC

AS South Georgia is probably the most
isolated British military base on the
planet it is not surprising that the troops
who garrison it, and who spend between
four and six months living there, quickly
make friends with the local population.
This process does not take long as
only four civilians live on the remote

Antarctic island, 850 miles of storm-
tossed sea south-east of the Falklands.
Two-legged neighbours are augmented
by thriving seal and penguin popula-
tions, with some of the seals living close

enough to the military base to keep half

the garrison awake at night with their
roaring.

The island has had a British garrison
since it was invaded by Argentina in

|
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|

1982. And the South Georgia Logistic
Support Detachment currently
deployed on the remote outpost consists
of sappers from 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron, supported by personnel from
the Royal Signals, Royal Army Medical
Corps and the Royal Marines.

Regular patrolling across the island’s
mountainous terrain often takes the sol-
diers close to, and sometimes on to, the

huge rolling glaciers that permanently
cover 80 per cent of the island. Last
December, detachment personnel re-
traced Sir Ernest Shackleton’s epic 1916
life-or-death dash across the interior of
South Georgia.

Led by the detachment’s Royal
Marines mountain leader and joined by
members of the ship’s company of HMS
Endurance, the patrol successfully
crossed the island slightly quicker than
Shackleton, helped by modern clothing
and equipment.

While out on the ground, patrols are
supported by the unit’s fast rigid raiding

Postcard from the South Atlantic

craft, high-powered boats which skim
across the sheltered waters of Cumber-
land Bay to deploy men and equipment
to otherwise inaccessible areas. The
boats are also vital in the detachment’s
other role of supporting the island’s civil
authority, and regularly assist the fish-
eries officer to board foreign fishing ves-
sels and cruise ships.

As winter approaches, foot patrolling
becomes more difficult, but with a little
refresher ski training, the detachment
should be as mobile through the long
winter months as it is during the Antarc-
tic summer.

Summer scene Penguins soak up the
sun on the beach in front of the base

; Descending: Sappers, above, learn to cope with the harsh environ-

"' ment of a remote and inhospitable island in the South Antarctic
_. Togetherness: Roped together, sappers from 69 Gurkha Freldr
Squadron, Ieft traverse a glacier in the footsteps of Shackleton

.




From Westminster to Wapping

A monthly digest of what’s being said in Parliament and the Press

Minister’'s hint
on TA changes

ARMED FORCES Minister John Reid has
hinted at a “complex set of changes” for the
Territorial Army as a result of the Strategic
Defence Review.

Shrewsbury and Atcham
MP  Paul Marsden had
asked on what basis deci-
sions were being taken
about which TA battalions
would continue.

communities and with cadets; of building on
enthusiasm for voluntary service; of the avail-
ability of training facilities; and of the need for
close working between TA
units and the Regular Army.

“Within these constraints
we aim to preserve as wide a
presence as possible for the
TA across the country.

“It may take some months

In a written reply, Dr Reid
said: “Our prime aim is to
structure the TA in a way that
will be relevant and usable in
the operational circumstances we foresee.

“But we wish to take account of the valuable
economic contribution made by . . . units in
their local community.”

He emphasised the importance of building
on units’ existing strong social links with their

after our first announce-
ments to reach final deci-
sions on what may be a
complex set of changes.”

In a Commons debate on the Territorial
Army in May, Dr Reid said the review had
shown a particular need for such specialists
as signallers, drivers, artillery men and
women, military police, intelligence and
survey teams.

Thumbs-up
for Army
clothing

SEVENTY per cent of soldiers think the
quality of their normal working dress is
“OK” or “good”, according to a survey.

Almost as many gave the thumbs-up
to their combat clothing and personal
equipment.

The figures were given in a Commons
written answer to MP Andrew George,
who had asked how the MoD monitored
what Servicemen and women thought
about their issued clothing.

In a letter, Mr Michael Roycroft, chief
executive of the Defence Clothing and
Textile Agency (DCTA), said soldiers
were regularly asked their views on clothing in
surveys carried out by the Defence Evaluation
and Research Agency.

He said the DCTA encouraged those who
found fault with clothing to submit defect
reports, but added that over the past three
years there had been only 187 complaints
from 408,000 “customers”.

Macedonia exercise: British troops will take
part in a NATO Partnership for Peace exer-

Approval: Clothing is “OK”, say most soldiers

cise, codenamed Cooperative Best Effort 98,
in Macedonia in September.

International exhibition: A new event open
to international companies is to replace the
Royal Navy and British Army Equipment Exhi-
bition from September next year.

The exhibition, to be organised by a profes-
sional company every two years at a venue
still to be decided, will be called Defence Sys-
tems and Equipment International.

THE NUMBER of women serving in the
Army on April 1, 1998 was 7,432 (6.8 per
cent), of whom 1,172 were officers and
6,260 other ranks.

On April 1 more than 43,000 UK Armed
Forces personnel were stationed over-

Facts and figures

seas in countries including Algeria,
Bosnia, Brunei, Canada, Cyprus, Ger-
many, Kuwait, the Falklands and the
USA. The figures include those attached
to embassies, on exercise, on loan or
exchange postings and training over-

seas personnel.

1 What the
\ papers say

® Ministers have rejected proposals to
cut the Territorial Army to under 10,000
troops as part of the Strategic Defence
Review. — Daily Telegraph

® NATO foreign ministers warned Presi-
dent Milosevic that the alliance was ready
to send troops to Albania and the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to prevent
the conflict in the Serbian province of
Kosovo from spilling over the border. —
Times

® Britain is planning the biggest airlift
since the Second World War because of
mounting fears over war in Cyprus. Civilian
and RAF planes, supported by the Royal
Navy and an Army brigade are earmarked
to airlift holidaymakers from the hotspot that
is now the Government's chief foreign con-
cern. — Sunday Times

@® The Army has beaten a chronic staff
crisis with a two-thirds rise in recruitment. —
Sun

@ After decades of being kept in their
kitchens, Greek women have been given
compulsory marching orders by their Gov-
ernment. Athens wants to enlist all women
between the ages of 18 and 50 for two
weeks of military training every year. — Daily
Express

@ British soldiers in Bosnia are to climb
out of their armoured vehicles and on to
mountain bikes in an effort to build trust with
the often hostile populace. Up to ten bikes
are to be delivered to gunners of 159 Bat-
tery RA in an experiment. — Sunday Tele-

graph

® Swiss scientists are developing a
method of using cockroaches to detect land
mines. — Daily Mail

@ British veterans of nuclear tests in the
Pacific in the 1950s who say their health
was destroyed by the blasts had their
hopes of compensation dashed by the
European Court of Human Rights in Stras-
bourg. — Times

® In the first four months of this year, 132
members of Russia’'s armed forces commit-
ted suicide, according to new statistics
which offer stark evidence of the crisis
affecting the country’s military. — Times

® Prime Minister Tony Blair gave quali-
fied hope to thousands of former Japanese
prisoners-of-war by promising a fresh legal
review of whether Britain can claim £14,000
each in compensation for their wartime suf-
fering. — Guardian
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Ever watched those Jacques Cousteau films and thought: “I fancy a bit of that"?

Well, our reporter did, so talking him into diving with the
experts at the Joint Services Adventurous Training
Centre in Dhekelia, Cyprus wasn't difficult

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston
“I KNOW what the mask and snorkel are
for,” I said. “But why are we carrying a
couple of bags of salt-and-vinegar crisps?”

The question was directed to dive
leader Paul Pedley (Peds as he’s known to
everyone at the centre), an ex-soldier who
learned to dive in Cyprus and then
returned as a civilian instructor. “They’re
going to get a bit soggy aren’t they?”

“You’ll see,” said Peds mysteriously.

“My first mystery of the deep,” I
thought . . . a modest one perhaps, but
even that smug amphibian Cousteau,
who had got me into all this, had to start
somewhere. Today Walker’s Crisps,
tomorrow Atlantis.

Peds had other things on his mind, like
teaching me the basics of a potentially
dangerous sport. Even though this was to
be just a “try-dive”, there were
drills I needed to know, such
as breathing from a
“buddy’s” air supply
(you always dive with
a “buddy”) and the

absolute imperative =
of never holding ®
your breath (chan- %
ges in water pres-
sure can rupture %

inflated lungs even at 9’.;}
the modest depth to .
which we would be heqs
diving).

He certainly did not want to scare
me. In fact Peds’s approach throughout
my try-dive was reassuring. But I'd done a
pretty good job myself. The night before,
while dipping into a basic diving manual,
I had read through a catalogue of very
nasty physiological complaints which can
afflict the careless or ignorant.

First up in this scare-yourself-out-of-
scuba book was “the bends”, the dreaded

"Mtrodyces our reP®

condition, known to every
schoolboy, caused by rushing
to the surface, Polaris mis-
sile-like, without periodic
decompression stops en
route.

Then, intriguingly,
there was “rapture of the
deep”. I wondered if this
was what more nurdish
divers mean when they
put stickers on this cars
saying “Divers do it
deeply.” Apparently not.
Rapture also goes by the
name of nitrogen narcosis,
the feeling similar to drunken-
ness which can be brought on by
lingering too long at depths below
30 metres.

Legend has it that “the narcs” has

caused some divers to offer their air
regulators to the fishes, or
refuse to return to the sur-
face even though their
air is running out. In
such cases, I won-
dered if a large
. Squid appears on
£ the scene saying:

T .

S5 “Come along now,
@q sir, haven’t you got
& some land to go to?”
i I mentioned these
horrors to Peds as we lib-
erally applied the baby pow-

der and dragged on our neoprene
suits. He didn’t exactly laugh, but it was
clear that he thought I was over-reacting.

“No need to worry about much of
that,” he said. “This is a try-dive and
we’re only going four metres down and
it’s going to be fun. It is potentially dan-
gerous, but all those things only become
a real risk when you go really deep. One
day, maybe, but not today. You just worry

Soing
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" 90ne: First steps in U°°
about the crisps.” This was reassuring and
I concentrated on Peds’s brief shore-side
introduction to my all-important kit, the
life-support system.

The hefty weight belt was to give me the
downward motion I needed and struck
me as a little ironic. I had been fighting to
lose weight and here I was putting ten
kilos, almost the exact amount that I had
lost, back on to my waist.

Next came the jacket-like buoyancy
compensation device (BCD), tank, hoses
and breathing regulators.

I commented that, out of the water, the
tank was remarkably heavy. “Never call it
a ‘tank’,” said Peds. I had touched on a
raw nerve. “Those were the things I used
to drive when I was a soldier. These are
cylinders, and yes, they are heavy because
they have the equivalent pressure of 23
atmospheres in them.”

We ran through the more important
words and phrases in the diver’s sign
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language
vocabulary.
A round
thumb and
forefinger
means OK; the
thumb pointing up
or down means
one is going
in that direc- £
tion: and;
most impor-
tant of all, the
flat hand chop-
ped across the
neck means “I think
I’'m running out of air.
Could I borrow your spare
regulator, please?” Gesturing
a second time is usually translated
as “I said give me that xxxx%xx air tube
thing NOW!”

Taking my cue from Peds, I held my
mask and breathing regulator firmly on
my face, took a long step out and dropped
into the sea. We floated for a while, check-
ing kit, and then Peds put his thumb
down, I released air from my BCD and
the view through my mask changed from
blue sky to blue water.

We sank slowly, pinching our noses and
blowing frequently to equalise the pres-
sure in our ears, until we were on the
bottom. There we went through a few
drills: allowing water into the mask and
then clearing it by blowing out through
the nose; removing the air regulator from
the determined grip -of my teeth and lips,
dropping it and then replacing it.

The most difficult skill was neutralising
my weight with the BCD. The merest puff
of air and I rose; release a little too much
and I dropped. But eventually I did it and
was suspended weightless in the water.

Moving only our fins (not flippers) and
with hands clasped below us, we swam
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off towards a
shadow, which
slowly took the
form of a Fox
scout car. I blinked,
wondering if I had a
touch of the narcs. I bit hard on my
regulator in case I felt the temptation to
offer it to a fish. But no, it really was an
incredibly badly-parked Fox.

Later Peds told me that he and his team
had obtained the written-off vehicle and
dropped it there so students like me
would have something interesting to dive
around. It was not quite the Tizanic, but
what can you expect on your first day. I
poked my head into the turret and four
beady eyes stared back at me.

BAD-TEMPERED GROPERS

Two gropers, territorial fish apparently,
had set up home there, and they didn’t
like the intrusion. The look seemed to be
groper for “come on in then, big guy . . . if
your think you’re hard enough”. Dispro-
portionately fierce little fish, gropers, so I
backed off. It was, after all, their home.

We swam away from the old Fox into
the bright azure environment. A school of
little fish swam by, changing direction as if
on cue and taking more than a passing
interest in us. I looked at Peds quizzically

\!
uct®
ing: NS ¢ :
Some very bad par“‘n%-:ox scoW®®  and noticed that
explore the wreck ofa he was rooting around in

a pocket of his dry suit, obviously
looking for something. He produced a
bag — the salt and vinegar crisps!

He ripped it open and passed it to me.
Just for a moment I thought he had
flipped. But then I realised the crisps were
for the fish, and they knew it. I was sur-
rounded by the slippery little creatures in
a piranha-style feeding frenzy that
brought them banging into the glass of my
mask and slipping between my body and
my air hose. To be hand-feeding crisps to
a hundred fish is an experience I will not
forget in a hurry.

I realised why divers are so enthusiastic
about their sport. It wasn’t just the crisps,
of course. It was the freedom, the weight-
lessness, the beauty and the surprising
feeling of safety.

Even so, diving isn’t for everyone. As
Peds succinctly put it, “breathing under
water isn’t natural”. But I found it totally
exhilarating.

I plan to build on my experience with a
novice diver’s course, enabling me to dive
to 20 metres. Eventually, perhaps, I will
be able to explore the sunken wreck of the
12,000-tonne ferry Zenobia, which lies in
relatively shallow water just off Larnaca.

I am told that braver divers can swim
into Zenobia’s restaurant. But I won’t
bother asking for salt-and-vinegar crisps.
There’s been a bit of a run on them.

@



Interview: John Elliott
Main picture: Terry Champion

HALF a lifetime ago Murray Walker was
involved in a race that was to decide the
fate of a large chunk of Europe. Fifty-
three years later he is still involved in a
race, one that brings the excitement and
glamour of Formula One to millions of
people around the world.

Murray Walker, 74 years young, lives his
life at a pace that would test the stamina
of a man half his age. When his high-
speed, hyper-enthusiastic commentary
on the 1998 Silverstone Brirish Grand
Prix rips into households all over country,
it will be just one stop on a supercharged
14-nation roadshow that kick-started in
April and climaxes in November.

His is indisputably the voice of motor-
racing, as surely as John Arlott’s was of
cricket . . . totally committed to the sport,
passionate about its traditions and its
heroes, hugely enthusiastic and with a
deep knowledge of what makes it tick.

Murray — it does not seem presumptu-
ous to use his first name within minutes of
meeting him — says he never takes a back-
ward glance, which is perhaps why his
Second World War service is not widely
known. Aged 19, he volunteered to go
into tanks. It was 1942 and Britain was
fighting for her life. After training at
Bovington he went to Sandhurst, where he
was commissioned as a second lieutenant.
His passing-out parade was inspected by
Gen Dwight D Eisenhower.

Sandhurst

“I felt, and still do,” he says, “privileged
to have been through Sandhurst.”

Because he had volunteered, he was
allowed to nominate his regiment, which
is how 2nd Lt G M Walker came to join
the Royal Scots Greys and their Sherman
tanks in Holland during the hard winter
of 1944. He believes it is because he
fought with the Greys that he survived.

“When I joined, a chap called Tony
Bonham [Maj Sir Anthony Bonham], who
was my squadron leader, told me I would
be going into Sgt Cameron’s troop. He
said: “You’ve been to Sandhurst and think
you know it all, and perhaps you do. But
war is a practical business and Jock
Cameron was with us in Palestine, with
the Eighth Army in North Africa, Sicily
and the Italy invasion, and he’s forgotten
more than you’ll ever know.

““When he’s satisfied that you are capa-
ble of running a troop, you’ll be given one.’

“There were tank regiment troops —
and I’m not saying this in any denigratory

Voice of Formula One took part in epic dash to
the Baltic to save Denmark from Soviet Union

way — that were thrown together and had
insufficient training and little experience.
They suffered heavy casualties.

“I tagged along and watched what Sgt
Cameron did. Lovely chap . . . and I even-
tually got my own troop.”

His enthusiasm for all things technical
is never far from the surface. Initally
assigned to a recce troop, which operated
in small, rubber-tracked American Honey
tanks, he moved on to Shermans with
Wright Whirlwind engines . . . “and then
we were given Shermans
with Chrysler diesel en-
gines, which were fabu-
lous”.

From Holland, the
Greys fought the by now
retreating Germans back
across the Rhine to their
own border and beyond.
He saw fierce action on a
regular basis — he recalls
Nijmegen and Tilburg,
Venlo, Hochwald, the
Rhine crossing in mid-
March 1945, Bremen
and Udem — which he
recalls as “unpleasant”,

the Royal Scots Greys embarked on what
has been described as one of the most
spirited dashes in the history of warfare.
Their mission, which was to have an
immense impact on post-war Europe, was
to reach the Baltic before the advancing
Russians, so denying them “the sticky-up
bit” . . . Schleswig-Holstein and Denmark,

The Greys and the 1st Canadian
Parachute Regiment raced 60 miles from
Luneburg in eight hours to liberate
Wismar, reaching it on May 2, just hours
ahead of the Russians.

“We were concerned
about gertting as far east
as we could. We were go-
ing hell-for-leather and it
was quite incredible in
the closing stages because
when we got beyond
Bremen it was full pur-
suit and there wasn’t
much fighting.

“The Germans had
virtually given in and we
were often on the same
road going one way
while they were going in
the opposite direction.

A

“The whole bloody Tank soldier: the young Murray There was no animosity;
place was on fire and the Walker, photographed in late they knew what their
Germans were scuttling March 1945, around the time of priority was — to get
about all over the place the “unpleasant” battle for Udem away from the Russians.

firing at us.”
Of the Germans defending Udem, Lt
Col R M P Carver wrote in Second to

- None, his history of the Greys: “They were

well supported by artillery, the intensity
and activity of enemy artillery fire being
the greatest experienced by the regiment
since the days of the beachhead in
Normandy.” Unpleasant, indeed.

It was not far from there that the young
Murray Walker returned from patrol one
day to find his father — one of the greatest
motor-cycle champions of his generation
— working as a war correspondent.

Memories, vivid in the telling, flow
from him in no particular sequence, a bit
like his unique, high-octane, famously
accident-prone F1 commentary style.

“It’s all blurred together: there was one
particularly unpleasant [that word again]
thing at Bremen when we engaged a unit
of absolutely fanatical young German
marines. But I wasn’t even wounded. I
must have led a charmed life.”

With the German Army in full retreat,

“The first Russian I
saw was a soldier sitting on a captured
BMW motor-cycle outfit, with an officer
sitting on the high pillion behind him and
a woman soldier in the sidecar. We did the
shaking hands and grinning at each other
bit,”

The Allies shared a victory parade in
Wismar on May 11, 1945, although the
fraternisation was uneasy. Russian sol-
diers broke into a German V2 base out-
side Wismar to steal rocket fuel . . . to
drink.

Balked of further progress to the north
and west, the Soviets built an enormous
roadblock to the east of Wismar — the first
fold in the Iron Curtain and perhaps the
first shot fired in the Cold War.

Murray Walker served with the Royal
Scots Greys until 1946, when a falling-out
with the commanding officer resulted in
his being posted to the British Armoured
Fighting Vehicles School at Belsen as
technical adjutant in the rank of captain.

Reluctant to talk about the episode, he
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says only that with hindsight he must have
been “a pain in the arse” to the CO, and
admits to charging about the lines on
motor cycles (he had started a regimental
club and was building them with the fit-
ters), “having the odd conversation with
German women, and occasionally becom-
ing inebriated in the mess”.

The officer who facilitated his move was
the then 29-year-old Brig Mike Carver,
commander of the 4th Armoured Brigade
and later to become Chief of the Defence
Staff and a field marshal.

“A bloody fantastic man,” is how
Murray remembers Lord Carver. “We
would be sitting in our tanks, all battened
down, when there would be a thundering
on the turret, and you’d open the flaps and
there would be Mike Carver standing on
the tank looking down on you. He was God
as far as I was concerned.”

Murray left the Army in 1947 to join
Dunlop’s advertising department. In his
spare time he began commentating on
motor sports for BBC radio and television.
He moved to Aspro, raced motor cycles (“I
wasn’t good enough to make a living out of
it”), and was head-hunted by McCann
Erikson, one of the world’s largest adver-
tising agencies.

0dd broadcast

In 1959, he joined Masius Wynne
Williams, becoming a “fairly big share-
holder” as it underwent a series of mergers
which created Britain’s largest agency —
“bigger than JWalter Thompson or Saatchi
and Saatchi”. After a hugely successful
career, he retired in 1982 at the age of 59'/2
and thought he might have the odd broad-
cast “to keep me going and stop me work-
ing in the garden”. :

If only he had known. ' :

An appearance on This Is Your Life
brought an invitation from The Royal
Scots Dragoon Guards, within whom the
Greys were amalgamated, to visit them and
their new Challenger 2s at Fallingbostel.

“Of course I would love to go but the
Grand Prix season is just about to start
[Murray was due to fly to Australia a few
days after giving this interview at his beau-
tiful home in Hampshire] and I have to
walk on a knife edge between meeting all
my commitments and making an occasion-
al guest appearance at home.

“They have kindly invited my wife,
Elizabeth, as well.”

Which opens up the unlikely possibility
of Britain’s most potent tank working its
way into a breathless Murray Walker F1
commentary . . . shades of that heroic
sprint to the Baltic more than 50 years ago.
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' Racing man: Murray
Walker with memorabilia
~ which lines the study in |
- his Hampshire home
‘ - :
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Lourdes, a place of
miracles, draws the
sick, sad and hope-
ful in their millions

Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Terry Champion

TUCKED away at the foot of the
Pyrenees, Lourdes, 150 years ago, was
a typical, unremarkable small French
village on a fast-flowing river, over-
looked by an imposing castle.

But on Thursday, February 11,
1858 an event happened which was to
make Lourdes one of the most famous
places in the world. Fourteen-year-
old Bernadette Soubirous was sent by
her impoverished parents to hunt for
firewood by the edge of the river. The
former prison cell where the family
was living was cold and damp.

APPARITION

While she was walking in front of a
small cave she saw an apparition of a
woman dressed in white. The appari-
tion remained silent, but a week later
spoke to the girl and asked her to go to
the small grotto every day for a fort-
night. During the series of apparitions
that followed, the Lady told Ber-
nadette she wanted people to go to
Lourdes in procession, to pray and to
do penance.

The people came — in their millions
— when it was realised that the woman
Bernadette saw was a vision of Jesus’s
mother, Mary. Miraculous and well-
documented cures have taken place
over the years when sick people
bathed in the waters from the spring
which appeared at the same time as
the apparitions.

BASILICA

The pink roses which flowered for
the first time during that February
140 years ago still frame the grotto on
top of which a huge basilica, consist-
ing of three churches, was built. This
now forms the heart of the religious
area.

Today the town is full of hotels,
churches and souvenir shops. But
shortly these impressions fade into the
background and the images which
remain are of people, young, old,
dying, sick, sad or well, coming to a
place of hope.

“The last thing you
can say about - A
Lourdes is that it is [ f
‘churchy’,”: The
Rt Rev Francis
Walmsley, above,
Catholic Bishop of
the Forces

Impressive:
Three churches
form the basilica,
above, which
has been built
on top of the
grotto where
Mary appeared
to Bernadette

Epicentre: The
grotto, above,
where apparitions
of Mary appeared
to Bernadette, is
visited by millions
of people each year

Bright and
brash: Commer-
cialism in the
shops, right, is
kept well away
from the reli-
gious areas

Priority: The sick
and infirm, right,
always take first

place in Lourdes

Striking a chord: The Band of the Hussars and
Light Dragoons, above, were a popular draw
whenever they performed at Lourdes

Dramatic: Life-size bronze figures, left, bring
home the message of Christ’s journey to Calvary

March of hope: The Union Flag, right, is paraded
with those of 32 countries at the opening cere-
mony of the 40th International Military Pilgrimage

July 1998 SOLDIER SOLDIER July 1998




Anniversary

‘which then enjoyed
active British support. |

In June 1948 the Com-
munists, having failed by
political means to wreck
the Federation Agree-
ment on which the con-
stitution was based,
mobilised the MPAJA Old
Comrades’ Association
and returned to the
jungle. A State of Emer-
gency was declared on
June 16, 1948 following
the murder of three Euro-
pean managers on a
rubber estate near
Sungei Siput.

At the time there were
11 infantry battalions in
Malaya, three of them
British and six Gurkha.
Two years later, with ter-
rorist incidents rife, Lt Gen Sir Harold Briggs
was appointed Director of Operations and
began a process of resettling the Chinese
rural population in protected villages, gradu-
ally severing the contact between the terror-
ists and local communities.

Gen Sir Gerald Templer took over in 1952
and under his dynamic leadership the tide
was turned. By 1954 there were 22 infantry
battalions in Malaya and the terrorists were
on the run. By 1957 the Emergency was virtu-
ally over, with Malaya becoming an indepen-
dent member of the Commonwealth at the
end of August that year. The State of Emer-
gency was ended on July 31, 1960.

By then Commonwealth losses amounted
to more than 500 Servicemen killed and
nearly 1,000 wounded, with 7,000 terrorists
dead, 3,000 wounded and another 3,000 in
captivity. Civilian casualties amounted to
3,000 killed or missing.

It was a campaign which proved again how
adaptable and inventive the British soldier is.

The King’s Own Scottish Borderers, for
example, went into battle floating silently
down a river on inflated tyres; the Queen’s

Royal Regiment paddled to a terrorist camp
.

Jungle business: A Soldier photograph
of a British soldier on patrol in Malaya

- Own Hussars, hastl!y
_dispatched in June 1948
with the 2nd Guards

pany RASC, carried out
adual role in their
armoured cars and on
foot. The Grenadiers,
Coldstream and Scots
Guards between them
captured more than 250
terrorists.

The 1st Battalion, The
Suffolk Regiment
notched up 199 bandit
casualties, covered
more than two million
miles on patrol in 2'/2
years and wore out
15,000 pairs of boots.
The 1st Battalion, The
Hampshire Regiment
took part in 69 opera-
tions in eight months.

One of the toughest operations was carried
out by the Royal Scots Fusiliers, who
searched the mountains near the Thailand
border for terrorists and their supply dumps.

The following major Commonwealth units
served in Malaya from 1948 to 1960:

Royal Artillery — 2, 25, 26 and 48 Field Regi-
ments; 1 Singapore Regt RA; 105 Fd Bty, Royal
Australian Artillery.

Royal Armoured Corps — King's Dragoon
Guards; 4, 11, 13/18 and 15/19 Hussars; 12
Lancers.

Infantry — Grenadier, Coldstream and Scots
Guards; Queen’s, Royal Lincolns, Devons, Suf-
folks, Somerset Light Infantry, West Yorks, East
Yorks, Green Howards, Royal Scots Fusiliers,
Cheshire, RWF, South Wales Borderers, KOSB,
Cameronians, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers,
Worcestershires, Royal Hampshires, Foresters,
Loyals, Royal West Kent, KOYLI, Wilts, Man-
chester, Seaforth, Gordons, 22 SAS, Rifle
Brigade, Parachute Regt, Gurkha Rifles (eight
battalions). King's African Rifles. Northern
Rhodesia Regt and Rhodesian African Rifles.
Fiji Infantry Regt. Royal Australian Regt. New
Zealand Regt. Singapore Infantry Regt.

Brigade and No 2 Com-

CIOR looks
at modern
role for
reserves

THE part reserve forces play in
a post-Cold War world will be
one of many subjects discussed
during the 50th anniversary of
the Summer Congress of the
Interallied Confederation of
Reserve  Officers (CIOR),
writes Karen Moseley.

The conference will take place
in Brighton from July 13-17.

The Confederation, currently
headed by Britain and presided
over by Brig Michael Browne, a
High Court judge, exists to
bring together a “multi-nation-
al, militarily aware, highly-moti-
vated group of influential
reserve officers”.

Col Christopher Newbould,
of the CIOR 98 Project Team
HQ at Land Command, said the
conference would discuss a
number of issues relevant to the
role of reserve forces today, par-
ticularly in relation to the col-
lapse of the Iron Curtain.

TODAY’'S ROLE

“It will be looking where that
role is no longer clear-cut and
there is no distinct threat to
identify,” he said.

“There will be healthy interac-
tion between the different repre-
sentatives taking part. There is a
lot of interest from other coun-
tries in the way we in Britain do
business, particularly from Part-
nership for Peace countries.

“There is no better proof of a
democratic society than having
military people trained voluntar-
ily, living in the community and
posing no threat to society. We
take these things for granted.”

The Confederation of Interal-
lied Reserve Medical Officers
will assemble at Brighton at the
same time. The theme this year
will be “Blood Supply in War”.

A military competition, invol-
ving 300 young officers from
NATO and Eastern Europe, will
take place at Aldershot between
July 14-16. It will take the form
of a Reserve Forces” “Olympics”,
with competitors taking part in
shooting, orienteering, swim-
ming, obstacle courses, first aid
and military skills events.
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Soldiers dressed to kill

Report: Anthony Stone

THE soldiers were told to take off their
uniforms, led to the assault course and
shot. Some of them were shot more than
once. They were the ones who couldn’t
stop grinning.

But then fashion photography is a
funny old business. And these “models”
were new to the game.

In a break from their usual duties, sol-
diers attached to the School of Electrical
and Mechanical Engineering at Bordon
were asked to sport the latest designer
combat gear for a fashion spread in GQ
Magazine’s October edition.

GQ, the style bible of the fashion
cognoscenti, approached the Army for
help in setting up the feature. The Army
provided the backdrop and the clothes
horses.

The combat look is hot at the moment
and according to Jo Levin, GQ fashion
director, it’s going to get hotter.

“Utility clothing has always been in
fashion with young guys,” she told Soldier.
“They have always gone to army surplus

i o

Sartorial sappers: What the fashion-conscious will be wearing into battle this season

stores. The clothes are hard-wearing,
comfortable and look good.”

Jo wanted soldiers to model the gear
because realism is the ultra-chic look in
the fashion world at the moment. “When
men look at magazines they relate to real

guys doing their thing,” she said.

So could the guys cut it on the catwalks
of Paris and Milan?

“Well they’re great characters,” she said
diplomatically. “Who knows? Watch this
space.”

New opening
for photo-bag

I'T’S seen action in some of the toughest
spots in the world. For more than 20
years photographers and travellers have
used Billingham bags to carry their valu-
able equipment safely.

Now the firm has reintroduced the
Packington, a Billingham classic from the
1970s, following interest sparked by
Michael Palin’s world travel series on
BBC television.

The bag is made from top-grain leather
and waterproof canvas, uses zippers
across all the pockets and carries a
removable waist strap to deter thieves.

Priced at £ 124, the Packington is avail-
able from photographic retailers. Call
Billingham on 01384 482828 for a colour
brochure.
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Dump trucks roll out

THE Royal Engineers are to take delivery
of a new generation of self-loading
dumper trucks which will fulfil both
peacetime and battlefield roles.

The 121 Volvo trucks will have a versa-
tile role, from handling the distribution of
general cargo in peacetime to supplying
frontline construction operators on the
battlefield.

Designed by engineers at Volvo’s plant
at Irvine in south-west Scotland, where
the trucks will also be built, the all-wheel
drive six-wheeler is based on the heavy-

duty FL12 tipper model which has been
developed to meet the precise needs of
the military.

Specification of the 4.3m wheelbase
truck which, ready for service, can carry
12.8 tonnes or six NATO pallets, includes
the Volvo D12A340 turbo-charged diesel
engine, an eight-tonne front axle and a
20-tonne rear bogie.

The Royal Engineers will start taking
delivery in October with completion by
May 1999. The order is worth approxi-
mately £13m.

Clean start: The self-loading dumper truck has been designed to meet military needs



Edited by Anthony Stone

Seconds out: From the top, left to right: Fus
Darren Williams and Pte Kevin Bennett; Cpl
Chris Bessey and Gdsm Kevin Short; Cpl
Vinny Powell and SSgt Andy Edwards

THEY call him “The Boss”. For five
years SSgt Andy Edwards has coached
Army boxers, creating one of the most
formidable stables of Service pugilists for
generations, writes Anthony Stone.

Edwards has one last dream before he
moves on. He’s planning to land a knock-
out performance for his team at the Com-
monwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur in
September. The smart money is on his
boys seeing him out with a bang.

The squad comprises featherweight
Fus Darren Williams (1 RRF), light-wel-
terweight Pte Kevin Bennett (7 Tpt Regt
RILC), light-middleweight Cpl Chris
Bessey (27 Transport Regt RLC), light-
middleweight Gdsm Kevin Short (1 WG)

“The prospects for medals are
good. Chris has just beaten the
world military champion, we
have got no big worries, all the
preparation is done!

- SSgt Andy Edwards

and light-welterweight Cpl Vinny Powell
(36 Engr Regt).

“This will be my last big one,” Edwards
told Soldier in a break from training at the
Army Boxing Centre at Aldershot.

“But I've planned for this. What we’ve
got now with these people has taken three
years to come to fruition. It’s taken three
years of planning.

“Chris (Bessey) has just won a bronze
in the Europeans. The European champi-
onships has got to be one of the hardest
competitions in the world now.”

Bessey, the ultimate competitor with
four ABA titles under his belt, agrees. The
break-up of the former Soviet Union has
meant it is much harder to qualify for the
competition.

“I think the European Championships
are now probably the third hardest after
the Olympics and the World,” he said.

Although Bessey has a healthy respect
for his opposition, particularly the Cana-
dians, Australians and the African
nations, he is full of confidence. A boxer
at the top of his trade. His trainer exudes

Pictures: Mike Weston

The Army has always prided itself on its boxing prowess. But
this year something extra special is taking shape at the Army
Boxing Centre at Aldershot. In September at the Common-

wealth Games these boys are

going to shake-up the world

Heavy hitters: SSgt Edwards (front centre) together with arguably the finest collection of Army
boxing talent for a generation. The squad has Commonwealth glory in its sights

the same self-assurance. “The prospects
for medals are good,” Edwards said.
“Chris has just beaten the world military
champion, we have got no big worries, all
the preparation is done.”

Army boxing has always been strong,
and for well over a decade soldiers have
been sweeping all before them. But suc-
cess on the international stage is only the
most visible manifestation of the quality
of the entire structure of Army boxing.

“It’s the depth,” said Edwards. “What I
basically put it down to is the commit-
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ment of the commanding officers releas-
ing the soldiers. If they did not release the
soldiers then this would not exist.

“These boxers (the A team) stay with
me all year. They’re here all the time. You
might say it is a privilege to get that but
they do put in a lot of work”.

What “a lot of work” translates to is
about 40 hours of training a week, includ-
ing video analysis and competition
watching. These lads are very, very fit.

Edwards said: “The A team, who are
the internationals, can do as much as they
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Hit squad on target

do because the B team, who the COs
release, helps support them. The A team
don’t have to box domestically, only in the
championships.

“So if I’ve got a team match, say, I
would not use my top boys because I
would not need to. The B team can come
in. The B team supports the internation-
als.”

Edwards is keen that all the Army
boxers benefit from the high-profile suc-
cess of the Commonwealth squad.

“In reality, although Chris is the leading
light of the team it is not just about him.
He is the flag-waver. But you’ve got Kevin
Short behind him who is rated number
two in the country. Chris just beat Kevin

Although Bessey has a healthy
respect for his opposition,
particularly the Canadians,
Australians and the African
nations, he is full of confidence

in the European championships, but only
just.

“Then there’s Micky Barker just
straight in behind him. Then you fall
down two weights and Darren (Williams)
is number one in the country at feather-
weight (57kg) and Vinnie Powell is
number one at light-welter (63.5kg). The
talent is there. The lads coming up are
just as good.”

The stage is set, the homework has
been done and now the pressure builds.
Edwards empathises with his charges, but
he knows when the bell goes, the boys are
on their own.

“It’s human nature to fight,” he said.
“But this is fighting with rules which is
harder to do. Any idiot can stand down
the town throwing punches, thinking he’s
a dead brave man.”

Andy shrugs with contempt. That’s not
courage. Then he nods in the direction of
Bessey.

“But when you climb through those
ropes the pressure must be immense on
these kids. Immense.”

s R
Legend scores
title honour

MA] Robbie Robinson has been made an
MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours
List in recognition of his tremendous
contribution to squash. This season also
saw him voted RLLC Sports Personality of
the Year. Maj Robinson’s playing record
is unlikely to ever be surpassed.

Maj Robinson has been the RAOC/
RLC number one since 1971. He has
played in every Army championship
since 1976, reaching the final 19 times
and winning the championship14 times.

He represented England in 1979 and
represented Hong Kong from 1987 to
1989. He was also crowned British Ama-
teur Champion in 1988 and the World
Masters Over-40 runner-up in 1993, He
has been the Combined Services Cham-
pion seven times since its inception in
1983.

Fast-water event
a big challenge

THIS year’s 1998 Land Command
canoe slalom championships took place
on the river Teifi at Llandysul in South
Wales. The demanding course set the
scene for the hardest-contested men’s
open kayak event for
many years.

SSgt Andy Dobson | &
(2 Signal Sgn (V)) in p
his final Land Com- &
mand event before [#F8
retirement was hun- |
gry to win, but had
to be satisfied with
third place. -

Sgt Tony Harris (5 Men's K1 winner
Regt RA) had been Lt Pete Francis
training hard all season to challenge the
title holder, Lt Pete Francis AGC (AAC
Arborfield). On the day Pete’s training
regime came to the fore and he retained
his title with an 18-second lead.

The unit team trophy was retained by
5 Regt RA, Maj Paul Hepworth RLC
(AS of Cat) retained the Canadian Sin-
gles title and the Canadian Doubles title
with Maj Colin Calderwood RA (ATR
Pirbright). The women’s event was won
by LBdr Lawrence (16 Regt RA).
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Man for all season

AN OUTSTANDING performance from
Sgt “Tosh” Williams during the 97/98
football season
has been capped
with an award for
overall excellence.
Tosh, pictured, of
1st Bn 22nd
Cheshire Regt,
was named Army
Player of the Year.

He joined the
battalion in June
1984 while it was
stationed in Hong
Kong.

Football has always played a major part
of his life. From the age of ten he
represented the Wirral, from 14 the
county and at 16 played open-age football
for Vauxhall Motors. He also attended a
trial for Manchester City when he was
only 13.

His military playing career has been
equally impressive. Tosh has played unit-
level football since his arrival, no mean
feat as the Cheshires have won the
Infantry cup four times (they were
runners up this season), the BAOR
Infantry Cup once, and have been the NI
cup winners for the two seasons of their
present tour in the province.

As well as battalion football, Tosh has
won Colours for the Army and the
Combined Services.

Much of his spare time is spent
following his passion for football. He has
actively involved himself in civilain clubs
in all his postings, playing for Caernarfon
Town (semi-pro), Germania Waesrode,
Cambridge City, Hollywell Town and
GM Vauxhall (semi-pro).

Cutting edges

A dozen top blades will be going through
to the Tri-Service
competition
following success
in the 1998 Army
Fencing

the Combat
Engineering
School, Gibraltar
Barracks, Hawley.
More than 50
competitors took
part in the three-
day event, which
was open to all
arms, with both
male and female soldiers taking part in
team and individual bouts.

Chairman of the Army Fencing Union,
Col Neil Sutherland OBE, pictured, who
has been fencing for 32 years, was among
those who have qualified for the Tri-
Service competition.

Skiers get s
for new wo

SOME might say soldiers from 158 (R
Anglian) Regt RLC (V), the Scottish Tpt
Regiment (V) and 1 GS Regiment have
been going downhill for years, but that
didn’t stop them from establishing a Guin-
ness World Record in the sport of roller
skiing.

Roller skiing is a method of off-snow
training used by cross-country skiers and
until now their has never been a record.
The RLC took up the challenge and set a
formidable benchmark for others to follow.

Support was enlisted from the Corps’
best cross-country skiers, past and pre-

Kates on
ld record

sent. The team assembled at the now dis-
used RAF Alconbury near Huntingdon
and consisted of Cpt “Two Horns” Tin-
ning, Cpl “Rain Dance” Simpson (Scot
Tpt Reg) Cpl “One Arm” Adamson (Scot
Tpt Reg) and LCpl Nobby Walker (1 GS).
Reserves were Pte “Gumbo” Reed (1GS)
and LCpl “Half Ask” Waring (158 R
Anglian) Regt RLC (V).

Despite injuries and bad weather the
team triumphed, covering 303.9 miles
within the permitted time. Nearly £2,000
was raised for SSAFA and the Imperial
Cancer Research Fund.

On a roll: Soldiers from the Royal Logistic Corps who set the formidable record

MOTOR CYCLING

Pushed to the limit

SO YOU think you’re a good cross-coun-
try motor cyclist, writes Capt Jason
Butler. Now put yourself on a motorbike
not designed for endurance work, add a
7km off-track wooded circuit. Imagine it’s
dark and raining.

The only light is your headlight, your
team has already ridden non-stop for 12
hours and there’s still 12 hours left to
push. Still think you’re good?

That was the challenge facing military
riders during Exercise Enduring Help. A
military motor cyclist has to be able to
complete his mission, even when tired in
these demanding conditions.

Challenging conditions help train sol-

diers hard so that it makes the fighting
easier.

Riders from 31 teams (Regular and Ter-
ritorial, British and International) took
part in the gruelling exercise.

They took part not only for the training
value, but also to raise funds. A total of
£6,600 was generated to be split between
Childline and military charities.

The exercise was organised by Cpt Jason
Butler (HQ 15 Bde) and WO2 Graham
Gorse (47 Regt RA).

The winning team from 5 Airborne
Logistic Battalion completed 121 laps
(874km), equivalent to riding from
London to Aberdeen without roads.
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Call customer: Tennis umpire Capt Andy Main prepares for the grass courts of SW19

b

Andy's second service

CAPT Andy Main will be swapping his
green uniform for a Wimbledon tennis
championship blazer when he umpires his
first grand slam tournament this month.

The officer, who keeps the Army fed,
watered, fuelled and transported as a
member of the Royal Logistic Corps,
works at the headquarters of 143 (West
Midlands) Brigade at Copthorne Bar-
racks, Shrewsbury.

He started umpiring after his own game
went off the boil. “When [ started losing
in the first or second rounds of tennis
tournaments, I realised I ought to start
looking for another area in which I could
still be involved at a high level. I was intro-
duced to umpiring and haven’t looked
back since.”

A  member

of the British Tennis

FOOTBALL

Umpires’ Association, Andy has umpired
many professional stars in tournaments
around the country. But Wimbledon, he
readily concedes, is different.

“It is the whole ambience of the place,
without doubt it is the holy grail of
tennis,” he told Soldier. “Whether you are
a tennis player or ground staff, just being
there is the whole thing.”

But it is not all fun in the sun, according
to Andy.

“It is incredibly hard work. At the end
of the day you are physically and mentally
quite shattered.

“You can’t afford to get it wrong, you’ve
really got to concentrate hard. You can be
umpiring in a big match but you miss it
because you can’t get involved in the same
way as the crowd.”

Jubilant cup
that cheers

ARMY champions 3rd
Battalion REME, based at
Paderborn in Germany,
have won the 1998 Naafi
Jubilee Cup. The compe-
tition challenges the win-
ners of the Royal Navy
Cup, the Army Challenge

b g .
g | A
123 g I
A 4N B

Top scorers: The victorious 3rd Battalion REME team

Cup and the RAF Chal-
lenge Trophy to find the
overall champion.

Victory is decided by the
number of goals scored
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rather than by games won.

The Army team won
their two matches 2-0 and
2-1 against their Navy and
RAF counterparts respec-

tively. Star of the tourna-
ment was the Army’s Sgt
Shane Smith, who was
awarded man of the match
in both games.

Quartet on song

A TEAM from Colchester Garrison has
swum, canoed, cycled and run to success
at the annual European and Army
quadrathlon championships.

The contest at the Army’s training base
at Bassingbourn, Hertfordshire, was
open to Army and civilian teams. It was
on a relay basis with each team member
completing a different discipline.

The quartet of Cpl Shawn Bailey, Cpl
Bren Reese, Cpl Andy Patterson and WO
Lawrence Johnson beat 20 teams includ-
ing tough competition from Czechoslova-
kia, Germany and Spain, and now stands
a chance of qualify for the world champi-
onships in Ibiza in September.

Whistle-blower honoured

A SOLDIER who has been blowing the
whistle on his rugby-playing colleagues
for the past 18 months has been awarded
a top sporting honour.

RQMS Tony Merone has been named
Army Rugby Referee of the Year, less
than two seasons after hanging up his
playing boots and picking up a whistle.

He was presented with the award by
the Chief of the General Staff, Gen Sir
Roger Wheeler, at an end-of-season
dinner held at Reading University.

The former tight-head prop played
throughout his Regular Army service and
formed a team in the Territorial Army
unit in which he now serves, the 7th Bat-
talion, The (Durham) Light Infantry.

Tough get going

WO 2 Stuart Dinwoodie, pictured, of
157 Regt RLC (V)
scored an outstand-
ing victory at the
Army duathlon
championships
held at Worcester.
The distances for
the event consisted
of a four-mile run,
followed by a 16-
mile cycle and a
two-mile run. The event, the first of the
season, attracted a high standard of com-
petition, including athletes who have rep-
resented Great Britain at the World
Championships.

Triple challenge

ARE you up for the 1998 London
triathlon? This year’s gruelling triple-
decker has been recognised by the Inter-
national Triathlon Union as one of the
few world-class events in which points
earned count towards eligibility for the
2000 Sydney Olympics. Up to 300 teams
are being invited to start on September
20 with relay team members each com-
pleting one stage of the race, which com-
prises a 1500m swim, a 40km cycle race
and a 10km run in rapid succession.




SDOE
(CRICKET

St George
runs Into a
bit of form

ARMY and Combined Services skipper
Capt Chris St George led from the front as
the Services won their first two representa-
tive cricket matches of the season against
strong opposition.

His undefeated 67 against the Earl of
Arundel’s XI ensured that SAC Mark
Bray’s superb 137 was a winning effort,
while knocks of 97 and 65 not out against
the England Under 19 side at Vine Lane
put the Servicemen on the road to a
second fine victory.

Another face familiar in military cricket-
ing circles made the first impact at Arun-
del, former Army
captain  Richard
Greatorex scoring
his by now cus-
tomary century in
a first-wicket stand
of 223 with Tim
O’Gorman (118),
of Derbyshire.

But Greatorex’s
declaration was on
the generous side
as he left the Ser-
vices 48 overs to
score 281, which
they did with an
over and six wick-
ets to spare.

Earl of Arundel's Xl 280-2 (R Greatorex
130, T O'Gorman 118). Combined Services
284-4 (SAC M Bray 137, Capt C St George 67
not, Sgt G Lumb 51). Services won by 6 wick-
ets.

Voo’

Capt Chris St George

First innings in the two-day NAYC Eng-
land Under-19 game were limited to 55
overs, with the youngsters going in first
and being restricted to 236-4. Services
responded with 240-3 in 53 overs, with
Mark Bray (RAF) hitting another hundred
and St George running himself out three
short of his own ton in pursuit of a decla-
ration total.

England U-19 were not positive enough
in their second innings and underestimat-
ed the Servicemen’s ability to chase a total.
An excellent win was achieved with three
overs remaining and St George still at the
crease.

England U-19 236-4 dec (55 overs) and
259-8 dec (75 overs). Combined Services
240-3 dec (55 overs) (SAC M Bray 112, Capt C
St George 97) and 256-3 (55 overs) (Sgt G
Lumb 82, Capt C St George 65 not, SAC M
Bray 66). Services won by 7 wickets.

On course: Maj Nick Fenton
(QDG) checks his maps,
above, before the start of the
Round Britain and Ireland
Race. He and Capt Hugh
Martin (Scots DG) took part in
the Army-sponsored Long-
bow, left, a 38ft yacht and the
only Service entry in the
2,000-mile race.

The Scottish Division's
Golden Lions freefall para-
chute team took the first three
places in the individual accu-
racy competition at the Scot-
tish national championships at
Strathallan, and second and
third places in the team
canopy formation competition.

Palace honour for cycling,
Sswimming, running Stacy

WORLD class triathlete Cpl Stacy Robin-
son joined Britain’s leading young athletes
at Buckingham Palace last month for a
reception held to recognise all levels of
sporting achievement.

Robinson, currently serving as a physi-
cal training instructor at the Central Engi-
neer Park at Long Marston,
near Stratford-upon-Avon,
has represented Great Britain
at triathlon and duathlon
events since 1993, He has
competed for GB at five
world championships, in
New Zealand, Manchester,
Italy, Switzerland and Spain.

He has also competed for
the Army since 1991 and is
the Service’s top triathlon
competitor, in which athletes
have to swim 1,500m, cycle
40km and run 10km,

To help him develop his
potential, the Army allowed Robinson to
spend a year as a full-time athlete at its
centre of excellence at Arborfield, and he
transferred from the Royal Engineers to

Cpl Stacy Robinson

the APTC. Robinson’s next target is the
world long-course triathlon champi-
onships in Japan in September, when he
will be involved a 3,000m swim, 106km
cycle ride and a 23km run.

The Defence Research Agency in Farn-
borough helped to developed a light-
weight racing bike using a
new composite metal
which  was  stronger,
lighter and more flexible
than anything else on the
market.

® Kelly Holmes, the
British middle distance
runner, was made MBE
in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours list announced
last month.

Holmes, one of the
finest athletes to compete
in British Army colours,
left the service last Octo-
ber to concentrate on her athletics career.
While in uniform she broke two British
track records, including the 1,500m, and
ran in the Atlanta Olympic Games.
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Treasures of the National Army Museum

FLORENCE Nightingale's lantern, Sam
Browne's belt and standard-issue
Second World War women's under-
wear are as much a part of our nation-
al heritage as they are of the military
environments from which they came.
What they have in common are

places of honour at the National Army
Museum in Chelsea, home to some of
the country’s finest military treasures.
In the first of a 12-part series on
unusual artefacts in the museum, we
bone up on the skeleton of Marengo,
Napoleon's favourite charger.

O Marengo:

Small charger for
the Little Emperor

NAPOLEON?’S favourite charger was a grey,

pure-bred Arabian stallion. Named after one

of his victories, Marengo was portrayed by
artists such as Meission- :
ier as a rather imposing

animal, so visitors to the

National Army Mus-

eum are often surprised

at how small the skele-

ton is.

However, Napoleon, ]
no giant himself, proba- [ =
bly found Marengo an  Napoleon: no giant
ideal size at 14.1 hands. Engraving by T Johnson from
MO[‘(:OVEI‘, this case of painting by Pagrest, 1813
artistic licence was probably well-advised; one
could hardly portray such a powerful emperor
mounted on a pony!

Many myths surround Marengo and his
illustrious career. One such story claims that
he was bred in Ireland and that Napoleon
asked for an Irish horse but warned that it
should not be too large.

ROMANTIC

The story continues: “In order to evade the
English blockade, the chosen horse was swum
five miles out to sea at dead of night to a wait-
ing French frigate.” As romantic as this story
sounds it is more likely that Marengo was
obtained in Egypt by Napoleon in 1799.

By whatever means Marengo came into the
emperor’s possession, he soon became a true
favourite and remained so for 15 years. He
was not Napoleon’s sole mount during this
time but is believed to have been ridden by
him during the Battle of Waterloo.

Marengo was captured after the emperor’s
defeat at Waterloo, taken to London and put
on public display in Piccadilly. Later he was
sold to Lt Gen ] J W Angerstein, and put to
stud near Newmarket. When the horse died
the skeleton was articulated by Surgeon
Wilmott of the London Hospital and present-
ed to the Royal United Services Institute.
When that museum was obliged to close,

ot *

Marengo’s skeleton . .. minus two hooves

much of its collection, including Marengo’s
remains, was transferred to the National Army
Museum. However, the museum has only two
of the horse’s hooves: one is believed to have
been kept at Weeting Park, where Marengo
died; the other was made into a snuff-box
which is now in the guardroom at St James’s
Palace.

® Next month: Florence Nightingale’s lantern

NATIONAL

ARMY

MUSEUM
| CHELSEA |

Why the
Iron Duke
said neigh

THE Duke of Wellington
also had a favourite
charger, called Copen-
hagen, who carried him
safely throughout the
Battle of Waterloo. The
Royal United Services
Institute, having set up
Marengo’s skeleton,
thought it would be fit-
ting for Copenhagen’s
skeleton to be displayed
alongside that of Maren-
go in its museum. How-
ever, its application to
the Iron Duke for permis-
sion to retrieve the bones
of his famous horse was
curtly refused.

Model armies

The Road To Waterloo
gallery at the National
Army Museum, which
currently houses Maren-
go, tells the story of the
British Army during the
Napoleonic Wars.

ltincludes a huge
model of the Battle of
Waterloo, made by Capt
Siborne in the 1830s. He
wrote to surviving British
officers who had served
at Waterloo asking for
information about their
regiments’ positions and
from the 700 replies he
received he constructed
a 420 sq ft model depict-
ing the battle at about
7pm on the day. Built on
a ground scale of 9ft to
the mile, the model con-
tains an estimated 70,000
tiny figures.

Admission to the
museum, in Royal
Hospital Road,
Chelsea, is free. It is
open from 1000 to
1730 every day except
January 1, Good Friday,
early May bank holiday
and December 24-26.




NO WIN - NO FEE

ACCIDENTVICTIMS

SERVICE PERSONNEL HAVE EXACTLY
THE SAME RIGHTS AS
CIVILIANS WHEN IT
COMESTO
COMPENSATION

@ All Personal Injuries
@ RTA Driver/Passenger
@ Criminal Injuries

® Industrial Injuries/Diseases/Deafness/R.S.|
@ Includes all Service personnel and their

families, at home or abroad.

West Yorkshire WF16 0JA
Tel/Fax: 00 44 1924 411121

0800 214086

J.Arnold & Company
Tyson House, 29 High Street,
Heckmondwicke,

=
MIDLAND CD CLUB
Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs
To obtain our free colour catalogue contact us on:
Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
Fax: 0121 680 9018
E-mail: sales@midland-cd-club.co.uk
www,midland-cd-club.co.uk
Bands who have CDs they would like to
see included in our catalogue, please

contact us for further details.

LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY
GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00

!@ MICHAEL JAY

| Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING
Our unbeatable
MESS "HE_,SS 7t
INCLUDES ofiet )
® 14 day Make or
™ 18 hr EXPRESS /-
B Lowest prices \ ¥
™ Best fit

& Highest quality

B Best payment terms
Local agen Pasure in m
Tel.01379 783 736 Fax01379 783898 |

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK ST

OWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £20.00
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £25
BRASS INSERTS £16
LEATHER SWORD KNOT £7.30
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephone/Fax: 01706 846648
E-Mail: robroy@lineone.net

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER

-MEDALS

Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
Write or phone for quotation

RAYMOND D HOLDICH

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street L.ondon
WC2H 7HA
Tel: 0171-930 1979 or 0374 133493 Fax: 0171-930 1152

| "Ej High quality pewter tankards,
(3| hip flasks, goblets, plates and
q much more. Engraved with

e

ab

! Logos to your own designs.
ll Competitive prices.
| Full colour brochure.

%k Regimental Badges, Crests and
W)
&

{A

¢/ A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD
Al Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield S1 3JA
];‘ Tel: 0114 272 5676 & 0114 2754168 Fax 0114 272 6651

e e e e e e e e e

VISTA TIES

ARE TIE MANUFACTURERS AND CAN SUPPLY
YOUR EXISTING TIE OR DESIGN YOU A NEW
ONE. PLEASE SEND US A PICTURE OF YOUR
CREST, CYPHER OR MOTIF, WE WILL POST A
FREE COLOURED YISUAL WITH A QUOTATION.,
Over 300 individual Regimental Designs
held in stock.

T/ES

28 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM,SURREY.RH1 3EA.
TEL:01737 645113 FAX.01737 6458692

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS
¢% LADIES & GENTS o
= MESS DRESS %

) SPECIALISTS @71

INTEREST ” ;
FREE CREDIT. '
All Accessories
Supplied.

For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer
Requirements

Contact.
284-294 Ley St.
Iiford Essex. IG1 4BS
UK 01814782780

SUPPLIERS OF SWEATSHIRTS, POLO
SHIRTS, T/SHIRTS, HOODED SWEATSHIRTS,
RUGBY JERSEYS, BASEBALL CAPS AND
MANY OTHER ITEMS. ALL GARMENTS CAN
BE PRINTED OR EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR

"A OWN DESIGN

VISTA SPORTS LTD. 26 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645692
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EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments - Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\,
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25
ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure

E Bn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN
MOTIFS

AIRBORNE FORCES
MUSEUM

Browning Barracks
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2BU
Telephone: 01252 349619
See the largest collection of
Airborne weapons and
equipment ever put together.
The story of Airborne Forces
from their formation in 1940 to
the present day.

Open Mon to Sun 1000 - 1630.

Last admission 1545,
Special group visists can be made by
prior arrangement.
Admission:

Adults £2.50. Children, senior
citizens, serving/ex-members £1.00
Groups by arrangement please,

Regimental Blazer Badges,
Plaques, Car Badges,
Ties & Key Fobs
Send s.i.e. for price list
D ] Parkinson (S)
186b Lewes Road, Brighton
Sussex BN2 3LD

Tel: 01273 686877 (a.m. only) .|

Please mention SOLDIER when replying
~ to advertisements

The all new Mazda MX-5
revealed at last!

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Polos, Rugby Shirts,

Hooded Tops.,

Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 85U

Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298 ba

7l MICHAEL JAY

UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE
OR'’s and Officers Mess Dress
Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
Officers British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

FirSt we set you free.
Now we set new standards.

The world’s most popular sports car, has just been redefined

48Hr. or 2Week Make up and can be yours from just £11,750 tax free including 3 year/60,000 mile warranty & European Assistance

Mich: el Jay Tailoring
PAR /

5 TOMO BU

['o be one of the first with information on the stunning all-new Mazda MX-5 and discover the new
standards set in sports car design, contact SCE now for a full colour information pack.

S ‘ E Name Title/Rank

Address ___

TEL:O1Z

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS

auto international

PO Box 177
Faringdon, Oxon

Tel Day Evening

Car for use in (country)

SN7 7EW UK Models of interest: New Mazda MX-5 | | other Mazda (specify):
BASEBALL CAPS TIES LK HOTL[NE Tax Free for export || Tax paid for UK use [|  Concession Price v/
Please post to SCE Ltd FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR UK
AND MUCH MORE 01367 241225 ? (Ngommnecessam'ucsiedm the UK or BFPO) STM

FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 Vernon Place Northern Court
Basford Nottingham NGé 0DE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

Fax UK: 01367 242000

email: mazda@sce-uk.demon.co.uk
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SOLDIER
1998 British Army
Collection

A range of quality gifts available
exclusively from Soldier, each bearing
the British Army logo

Silver-plated 3-
in-1 bar tool —

a corkscrew,
bottle-opener
and wine stop-
per in one handy
gadget.

(Length, 13cm).

Silver-plated arc cufflinks.
Torpedo fastening.
(1.5cm square).

Traditional stainless-steel hip flask
with flip-top. An ideal gift for the
great outdoors. (10cm x 9cm).

© Crown Copyright/MoD.
Reproduced by permission
of the Controller of TSO

Name:
Address:

Postcode:
Telephone No.
I enclose a cheque/postal order* for £
*Please delete as appropriate

Please make cheques/POs payable to “Soldier” and
allow 28 days for delivery. Orders should be returned to:
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants,

GU11 2DU. Tel: 01252 347353
Item Price |Quantity| Total
3-in-1 bar tool £15.99
Hip flask £18.99
Champagne stopper| £9.99
Book clock £32.00
Compact £9.99
Cufflinks £9.99
Bookmark £6.99
Grand Total

®

Service Medal.
ill begin on 1st J

‘ This superb
commemor,
has been de
COMMEMOr.
Eastern and
theatres inc

Hong Ko
The Gulf,
East, Iraq
India, Bo
Malaya,
South Ara

oy Sumatra,
> Palestine.

95 inclusive of V.A.Tsand p
ow being accepted. Be amo
his medal by responding today, or
order one as a gift for a friend or relative.
Please send cheques or postal orders
made payable to “DPS Awards” to:
DPS Awards, PO BOX 6961,
Bromsgrove, B61 0JA.
Tel: 01527 831583

[INTERNAT

Send away for your

HREES"
COopy Now.

MILITARY MODELCRAFT
INTERNATIONAL is an
exciting all colour monthly
magazine that caters for the
discerning military modelling
enthusiast.

Whether it be tanks, AFVs or
figures, Military Modelcraft
International has got it all,
from informative modelling
articles across a wide range

rom Finet
~ & ngrlnls
o 1 of subjects, to the real thing in
& mﬂ ] Photos. So do yourself a

IONAL]

avour and take a look at
MILITARY MODELCRAFT i
INTERNATIONAL- TODAY! .=

”0;1',\0

Publi nthly on 2nd Thursda ,.o;d(eg”@&
ey ‘¢-'\ ) .
Model Activity Press Ltd. eln T e
5 George Street, T T
St. Albans Herts A
4 ) & 5 0% ”4 /, /,
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Tel: 01727840010 ... "% 7.7 7 -
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COMPETITION 680

Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of
his drawings. Circle the ten
differences in the lower
image, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to

HOAY 680, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by July 31.

For these who do not wish to
cut their magazine, a photo-
copy 1s now acceptable, but only
one entry per person may be
submitted.

u@

Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will win
£100; the second and third
will receive £10 gift vouch-
ers. No correspondence of
any kind can be entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in the September
issue.

(Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

o

-
Address :

\

J

Competition No 678 (May issue): First correct entry drawn was
from Mrs S Stanton, of Holywood, Co Down, who wins £100.
Runners-up are Mrs J M McEvoy, of Runcorn, Cheshire, and Mr
Victor Palmer, of Welling, Kent, who each receive a £10 gift
voucher. The ten differences were: tree, top left (two differ-
ences); clockface; door frame; bowler’s collar; bat; glove; left

and right pads; bird’s wing.
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Take out a new subscription in July and receive

a free Sold:er magazme binder

Magazine of the Brltlsh Army

UK Onevyear £23.000 BFPO Oneyear £13.800 OVERSEAS One year £32. 200

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

Two years £60.000

i
:

i

i

i

i

]

i

i

i Two years £40.00 0

i Send your cheque/PO (made

I ble to "SOLDIER") to: .

| payd eto ) to NAME:

. SOLDIER,

i Ordnance Road, ADDRESS:
I Aldershot,

! Hants

| ik POSTCODE:
5
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OIL RIGS

— The Essential Guide ~

NEED A CV? >
For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

F D
PO Box 573 INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED ABOUT OIL

Sut Coldfield
Wet Midlands RIGS. o BOOKS TODAY
01253 869808

8 Clegg Ave, Thornlon*deve‘eys,
Lancs FY5 1BJ, UK.

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN WORK
OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND DOESN'T KNOW
WHERE TO START. PACKED FULL OF ALL THE

B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

SERVICES

THE SPECIALIST POOL ROYAL ARTILLERY

Low Commitment
Minimum Annual Obligation
Only 19 days

Job Satisfaction
Regular Army Pay Rates
Tax Free Bounty

JOIN THE GUNNERS AS A ‘SPECIALIST’ VOLUNTEER

Watchkeeper Arty Operations - Rapier Missile Systems Operators
i 4 Operator Arty Intelligence - Command Post Assistants
and various other trades.
Major M. I. Weston RA (V), CVHQ RA, RA Barracks, Woolwich, London SE18 4BB
Tel: 0181 781 3422. Fax: 0181 781 3113

Ex Regular and TA Personnel All Arms and Services wanted for Training and Employment as:

C.V. EXPRESS

Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master
Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, over
2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different Media
Presentation types available. Complete package
providing Unbeatable Quality.

For an Information Pack

please Phone or Write to:

Mr MacDonald
101 Market Place, South Cave,
Brough, East Yorkshire HU15 2AS
Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week)

 Soldier will again be
hoatmg 4 stand at the
The Royai_‘faumarmnt -

- for the Professionals

CVS made easy at the cutting edge!

“CV Examples” is packed with a host of examples of highly successful interview
generating CVs for the Infantry (Private to WOI1). Prepared by SERVICE-CV - a widely
recognised leader in CV compilation for military personnel with a world-wide client base
“CV Examples™ is the uftimate CV writing aid.

Each pack contains numerous full size example CVs covering most specialist toles, jobs
and/or areas of responsibility (from Assault Pioneer to RSM) and incorporates different lay-
outs with a variety of power presentation formats. Save yourself time and money by copying

what you need to build your own CV.

@ Letter of Application guide (with examples) =

For a FREE no obligation information pack call or write to: (01752) - 344842
SERVICE -CV (Dept A), 2 TERN GARDENS, PLYMOUTH. PL7 2HZ

Full package also includes:

@ In-depth appraisal of your CV by SERVICE-CV

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
(GUARD SERVICE

Are you over 18? Interested in joining the Ministry of Defence
Guard Service as a Civilian Security Officer Grade 5?
Career opportunities (for both men and women) now exist in the
Aldershot area.
Duties include checking identification of personnel, patrols inside
and outside buildings and checking vehicles moving in and out of
the area. Opportunities may exist to transfer to the dog handling sec-
tion.
Excellent benefits package inc 25 days paid leave and non-
contributory pension scheme.
Salary Scale: £8353 — After training £9061 rising to £11567 pa plus
shift allowance and weekend premiums.
All new entrants will be required to pass a medical examination and
successfully complete a foundation course. Must be prepared to
work shift rosters (including night duty) as required.
Contact: Civil Admin Office,

HQ 5 Ab Bde & Aldershot Garrison,

Arnhem Barracks,Aldershot

Telephone: 01252 340038/340039

THE MOD IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

CLOSE PROTECTION

Excel Protection have been providing Bodyguards to
the rich and famous for over 10 years. We also train
Bodyguards. We could train YOU for a new career, call
or write for our free information pack.
Excel Protection, The Coach House, West Street,
Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RL
Tel: 01372 72 62 52

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

eaving the ices?
angerned about your future?

If you are open-minded and looking for a business thar can
help you to enjoy a successful future . . .

- THEN CHECK THIS OUT!
We have an ethical, viable and educational business which
uses an unequalled training and support systerm.

~ NOT M.L.M. NOT PARTY PLAN
- NO STOCK HOLDING

It can provide you with a very attractive additional income in
the years ahead.
This is a well-established business which relies heavily on
honesty, integrity and on helping others to succeed.

For more information please ring our recorded message on
0181 236 4566 and lcave a contact phone number.
Please quote ref: JR (25yrs HM Services) 11503

=Ji Erances Clarke Ltd

Are you leaving the Services within the next 3/6 months?
Do you want to became a member of an expanding professional
retail security company?

High calibre staff are required to work in prestigious stores in
London and throughout the k.
@ Excellent rates of pay # Training @ Company henef;tq *
' % Promotion opportunities ¢

For further details and an application form telephone:
Personnel Department on (01642 240999 SITQJ

Semi-display advertising: (from) £7.50 per SCC
Fora full media pack please contact So/dier Magazine on any
. of the following numbers:
Tel: 01252 347352 Fax: 01252 340463 E-mail: Solmag@btinternet.com

REGIMENTAL

For presentation & Commemoration
Hand Drawn or Painted
Colour or B&W 2

From £25 + p&p ﬁg;?\

Why not have your own ‘I‘"‘\%nm\, i

badge designed & :

produced for a special
occasion or event?

John Bull Military Clothing
& Mail Order Division
Tel/Fax: 01748 833614 (Retail and Mail Order)
01765 604071 (After 6pm)

17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison, 2

N Yorks DL9 4DH ir

(50)
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CARICATURES

GROUPS
& SINGLES
from photos
7 ON-THE-SPOT

7 < at your event

Visit my New Web site where you can view

N Mooty my work in colour!
o
RS

e-

http://www.caricature.co.uk
mail:rick@caricature.co.uk

Semi-display advertising (from} £7.50 per SCC
Other rates on application
Tel: 01252 347352 Fax; 01252 340463

REGIMENTS,
SHIPS,
SQUADRONS
Clubs & reunion associations.
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc.
SAE appreciated
The Heraldic Co (GB), Dept S
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End
Coleford, Glos GL16 7THA
Tel/fax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm)

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit
designation.

als

Any quantity supplied
S.A.E. for price list

Lancashire Embroidery
& Insignia Ltd
Knowsley Industrial
Park North, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 51612
Fax: 0151-549 1128

Do your campaign medals need
re-mounting?
Singles or groups.
No job too small or too large.
Professionally mounted.
We can supply full size and
miniatures.

174 Wickham Way, Park Langley

Beckenham, Kent BR3 3AS

Phone for quotation:

0181 650 0461
or 0411 435913

TEE-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF PRINTED
AND EMBROIDERED GARMENTS
\  SEND NOW FOR OUR ({ig\ i

BE BATTLE READY!

You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND

— =1

PRICE LIsT

NOTTINGHAM SCREEN PRINTS
10 PARK ROAD, WOODTHORPE

THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George's Works, St. George's
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

B NOTTINGHAM NG5 4HR
| TEL: 0115 9676262 FAX: 0115 9263599

B ]
A o A

. 7 . .
Ladies’ Lingerie
* Bedroom Wear * Basques *

" Bodies * Erotic Lingerie*
for women of all shapes and sizes
Send £5 (refundable) for catalogue

to:

R ———

Specially for You
Dept SM1, PO Box 209,
Farnham GU10 496G

o7

===

BACK HOME,
THIS MUCH POWER MIGHT BE
BEYOND YOUR REACH.

vi - 0-60 IN 7.5 SECONDS*

THE ROVER 200

Ah, the joys of tax free shopping.

The Rover 200vi is not only extravagantly good looking, its
142 bhp engine also delivers the kind of performance that would
normally be something of a luxury.

And, as for equipment, well, the phrase “no expense spared”
springs to mind.

Yet all this can be yours for a penny pinching £12,254" tax free.

To get your hands on real power, call SCE today or send the

coupon for your free full colour information pack.

MILITARY SALES,

SCE i Nam I'ide/Rank I
I R :

PO Box 177, o
Faringdon, Oxon I— - B
SN7 7TEW UK: | curfior usesin feommnns) - - |
i Maodels of inrerest (spectiv Rover Group models) S i

UK HOTLINE P T Free for expore Fax paid for UK wse L] Concession Price v ‘

(01367) 241225

U Please post to SCE Ltd FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon, SN7 5BR UK. i
FAX UK (01367) 242000 TR

B eNa st eegquired it anatied on the CRor BBETCY

* MANUFACTURER'S RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE. PRICE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. INCLUDES DELIVERY TO DEALER AND NUMBER PLATES

**MANUFACTURERS DATA. ALL VEHICLES DESCRIBED ARE TO STANDARD UK SPECIFICATION.
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Catering for all levels of
immediate care providers

EMERGENCY CARE ° s“'"'“f'h"M hospital
TRAINING CENTRE training focilities
* Nationally accredited courses
from Basic to Advanced Life Support

* Taught by emergency care
professionals from the NHS

* Training can be provided of the
clients’ promises

03007623687

www.lifestar.org

A FIT INVESTMENT

OWN YOUR OWN
HEALTH CLUB

Public demand for health club services is growing
all the time. If you have money to invest and an
interest in the fitness scene, a going-concern club is
the business opportunity for you.

Leisure Clubs Property Agency is the specialist
dealing in established health clubs for sale —

@ Prime locations all over the country
# Sizes from 1,300 to 15,200 sq.ft
@ At prices £22,000 to £975,000

For more information contact:
George Fereday-Jaskowski

LeisurRe CLuBS PROPERTY AGENCY | C
Pl A

12 Cranley Gardens, London N13 4LS
Tel: 0181 886 6544. Fax: 0181 882 4658
http://www.btinternet.com/~lcpa

JOB.
STABIL 2




Silvermanls Ltd (sold.)

2 Harford Street, Mile End, London E1 4PS

0171 7 900 900

‘® PHONE FOR FREE CAT QUOTING COMBAT ® ANY ORDER P&P £3.50
4 EMAIL: SOLIDIER@MILITARY.CO.UK

WEB SITE: WWW.MILITARY.CO.UK

“50 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO THE SERVICES”

March e Kitent: w8 o e e eal
HITEC BOOTS BERGHAUS BRITISH

P Ro Bo OTS LEATHER £55.00 CORDURA £45.00 |°WA i DESERT BOO'I'S

GORE-TEX®

contractors to H.M. Forces for over 25 yrs. Swiss made. 2yr warranty.

R.N. DIVERS

NO WIND UP

Genuine oS KIS

DPM Para Smock  SAS Windproof 1959 Pattern : 'Prlrolgim SNUGPAK SNUGPAK
4 press-stud bulgy pockets. Smock - DPM Denison smock liv:or Bladk Sleeka Jacket. M;rsl::e Sc;'llie
Dressing pouch on sleeve.  (Aric smocksalsoavail. ~ Current genuine combat All other Buffalo kit stocked Olive or Black ping

Knitted cuﬁs Jump flap. Warm, wmdproof lightweight.
—F [~ Ripstop nylon, |
b é 0d

smocks avail.

~1£84.99
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Shemagh . From £21.00 J

Green BERETS ]
GORE-TEX from £10.99 I USA
Soldier ‘95 & Leather Banded. ! Genuine

" Victors Berets
Gloves £35.00 T £12.90 Combats

GORE-TEX
BOOT LINERS

8”"High £20.00
17”High£35.00)
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Classifieds

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the enve-
lope. Your envelope must be no larger
than 8" x 4" and should contain only a
letter plus a photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and large,
heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN

PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a  stamped, self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier

Magazine, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU

Monica, an attractive, professional
lady who enjoys country pursuits and
crafts, as well as spinning and quilting.
Seeking professional, single pen pal
with GSOH, 40-50. Photo
appreciated. P282 aTs

Jenny, 35, 5’°6” with slim build and
dark hair. A fun-loving ex-nurse, now
ambulance woman, who breeds golden
retrievers (has 7 of her own) and
enjoys the country- and seaside.
Seeking friendly pen pal, 35+. P283

07/98

Annabella, 5°5”, a young 40-year-
old, arttractive, bubbly, cuddly blonde
with GSOH who enjoys films, travel,

football, music and socialising.
Looking for a tall, strong soldier to
write to, 25-45. P284 07198

Lisa, 5’8”, a 27-year-old brown-
eved brunette. An auxilliary nurse
from Herts who is interested in step
aerobics, body-toning, clubbing,
wining and dining. Seeking mature,
single soldiers with GSOH. P285

07/08

Jonathan, 32, 6°1”, brown hair/eyes
and large build (bodywork needs
attention). A sociology student and ex-
soldier who enjoys fitness, aerobics,
dancing and the theatre. Seeking
female pen pals, 21-35, with strong
community values. P286

07/98

Sue, 30, 5” 5”, a slim brunette whose
burning ambition is to gain a private

pilot’s licence. Hobbies include
hiking, local history, historic
buildings, travel and body-boarding.

Seeking intelligent male pen pais, 35-
35. P287 17198

Caroline, 26, 5’7", long, brown hair.
Enjoys horse-riding, ten-pen bowling
and swimming. Seeking pen pals any
age. P288

07/98

Jacqueline, 37, 5’4”, with blue eyes
and brown hair. Interests include
gardening, yoga, reading, writing,
knitting, sewing, cooking, dinners in
and nights out. Seeking pen pals, 30+.
P289 oT198
Diane, 5°4”, medium build. Hobbies
include cycling, jogging, dancing and
music. Likes Simply Red — hates the
Spice Girls. Seeking intelligent soldier
pen pals (football fans welcome — no
trainspotters), 32-42. P290 07108

Jenny, 29, 5’3, slim brunette with
hazel eyes and sunny personality. Likes
going to the gym, music, candlelit
dinners and good conversation. Seeking
pen pals, 25-35. 291 ovioa

Chris, 49, an attractive, blue-eyed
brunette (widow). Fun-loving and big-
hearted and likes going to the gym,
music, dancing, travel and cosy dinners.
Looking forward to receiving big letters
from home or abroad. P292 o798
Sue, a “forty and fed-up”
divorcée, sociable and out-going with
GSOH. Enjoys the cinema, books,
music and having fun. Seeking pen
pals, any age. P293 07198
Elaine, 27, 5’4", slim with brown
hair. Enjoys clubbing, sports, reading
and the cinema. Separated with two
children. Seeking pen pals, 25-35. P294

Gillian, a 36-year-old attractive
brunette, 5’4", medium build.
Intelligent and independent. Enjoys the
cinema and theatre, swimming, dining
out, music and current affairs. Works in
a caring profession and is seeking pen
pals, 35-35. P295 o708
Jeanie, 42, a petite, slim, brown-
eyed, blonde divorcée who enjoys
music, nature, walking, fossils, Star
Trek and reading. A student nurse, and
qualified nursery nurse, seeking pen
pals, 35-45. P296 /08

Jane, 37, 5°3”, slim and blonde with
blue eyes. A well-travelled and
independent professional who loves
writing. Seeking male pen pals, 30-45.
Sense of humour essential. P297 s

BOOKS

Megabooks Second-hand Military
Books. Send A5 SAE for latest cata-
logue. 36 Melbourne Street, Barrow-
in-Furness, Cumbria LA14 5TU. a7

Military, Aviation, Maritime books.
Write, telephone or fax for free lists.
Lady Chapel Books, 2 Mainshead,
Terregles, Dumfries DG2 9T]. Tel/fax:
01387-720487. 1095

“Head-dress Badges of

the British Army”

(The Collector’s Bible)
Volume One (1800-1920) £65.00
Volume Two (1920-1998) £45.00

(Now updated again)

Part postage £2.50 each parcel
H. L. & P. King, 3, Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey, GU9 70B
Tel: 01252 716303

FREE BOOK CATALOGUE

military, shooting, fieldcraft, outdoor
survival, martial arts and much more.
Send to: Outdoorsman’s Bookstore,
Unit 27, Monument Industrial Park,
Chalgrove, Oxon O0X44 TRW or
phone: 01865 400256. 07/98

RED BERETS 44 - the official his-
tory of The Parachute Regiment &
Airborne Forces during World War 2.
Personal accounts of action on D-
Day and at Arnhem. £3.50 +£1.50
P+P. Cheques payable to: AFC. Con-
tact The Charities Office on 01252
316104. 11i98

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK?”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication,
Working with Helicopters, Map
Reading & Orienteering, First Aid,
NBC, Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms.
Full info on SA80/LSW, Tests and
APWTs, GPMG Light Roll, Signals,
Mines, MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft
Recognition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0.
Price £7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO).
Trade terms on application.
Available from  selected Naafi
Branches, Bookshops or direct from

publishers: MILITARY POCKET
BOOKS, PO Box 28, Leven,
Beverley, East Yorks HU17 5LA.

Tel/fax: 01964 542878. e

“British Forces in the

Korean War”’

(First published in 1986 by the
British Korean Veterans Association)
Edited by Ashley Cunningham-Boothe
and Peter Farrar
1997 reprint now available from:
Frank Ellison, General Secretary BKVA,
12 Fields Crescent, Hollingworth, Hyde,
Cheshire SK14 8JR
Price including Post & Packing:- £15.00
to Korean Veterans, £17.00 to UK and
BFPOs, £20.00 Overseas (by air)
Cheques payable to: BKVA

FREE CATALOGUES |/ BOOK-
SEARCH. BOOKS BOUGHT.
Military/Aviation. Will collect. Attic Books,
3 Marine Road, Hoylake, Wirral, L 47 2AS.
Telephone: 0151 632 5365. o

“Signals to the Right, Armoured
Corps to the Left”. Catterick to
Korea with National Service Sig-
naller. £8.50 inc p&p. Ron Larby,
178 Braemar Avenue, Neasden
NW10 0DS. 0608

Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253, 120

“A HANDBOOK and Aide Memoire
for Officers and Adult Instructors of
the Army Cadet Force.” A5 size, 416
pages. ISBN: 1-874528-03-9. Price
£15 plus £3 p&p (UK). From
booksellers or direct from publishers.
Military Pocket Books, P O Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, E Yorks HU17 5LA.,
Tel & fax: 01964 542878. 06/98

BUSINESS OPPS

Profit, pleasure, prestige — for you,
with my craft/business idea! Free details
from: Coldcast Reproductions, Lyb-
ster(S), Caithness, Scotland KW3 6AQ.

11198

Leaving the Army? Looking for a new
career and home? Unique opportunity
to purchase well-established school uni-
form, etc retailer. Kent, near M25.
Retirement sale. Excellent potential.
Send for details to: Box No ADO01, Sol-
dier Magazine, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU. o698

sea PRIVATE

DETECTIVE

For a comprehensive EREE info pack on
BRAND NEW Home Study Course Tel

= (01709 360166 Q
or write to: Streetwise P.L. (AY) "
) i

10 Claire Court, Rawmarsh
Road, Rotherham S60 1RU
INSIDER SECRETS REVEALED

Absolutely urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. (10am to 10.30pm seven days).

TIC

Please mention
SOLDIER
when replying to
advertisements

W&“ﬂfm
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WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES
MINI BUSES/VANS

Any conditition.
Cash Buyer.

Tel: 0181 534 4016

(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

CARS WANTED

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
(10am to 10.30pm) seven days. TIC

FOR SALE

CALL SIGN UK. Use Telegroups
universal pre-paid card. Extremely
cheap phone calls to home from
anywhere worldwide. Telephone
044(0) 171 657 2066. Fax 044(0) 171
231 2088 for details of all
TELEGROUPS’ money saving phone
services. bia

MILITARY POSTCARDS

Over 100 sets of full colour postcards
for sale of Cavalry, Guards, Infantry,
Yeomanry, Royal Marines, RAF,
Royal Navy, etc. by renowned military
artists. Send a SAE for a full list and
free
samples of postcards to:

The Pompadour Gallery, PO Box
11, Romford, Essex RM7 THY

35 years of accumulated kit for sale.
37/44/58 webbing, OG/KD boots,
greatcoats, sleeping bags, etc. R
Sinclair-Lee, 12 Hillcrest Road, Purley
CRS8 2]JE. 0698

Military Inisgnia — now over 3,000
items in latest list. No re-strikes. £1 for
sample list. Shotton, 7 Peak Road,
Clanfield, Hants PO8 0QT.

Special Offer: The Royal Gloucester-
shire, Berkshire and Wiltshire
Regiment. Original new (First Edition)
gold/wire/embroidered  officers’  beret
badges (£8 or 2 for £15) and ‘unofficial’
blazer badges (£13 for 2 or £20). PRI
Shop, 1 RGBW, BFPO 811 or Tel:
01693 836304 or fax: 01693 836312.

06/98

06/9805/99

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in resin
bronze and silver. Commissions always
considered. Ring for information/brochure.
Tel/fax: 01380 828382. 1298

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send [£2.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept 8), 31 Belle
Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks. 0398

Hand Embroidered Quality Wire
Blazer Badges. Send design for
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia
Company, 4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat,
Pakistan. 05/98

Your regimental badge in a key-ring
£3 each or an 8” wall clock £12.50,
post free. State badge required.
Buckland, 15 Hardy Road, Poole,
Dorset BH14 9HW. 0898

Military Postcards, mostly pre-
1920. Uniforms, mascots, colours,
bands, parades, etc. SAE to: White's
Postcards, 19 Rushmoor Lane,
Backwell, Bristol BS48 3BN. 11198

Reprints of the first issue Soldier
Magazine. £2 inc p&p UK/BFPO. Tel:
01252 347353.

SOLDIER July 1998

Adégio :
Personally Yours Music

A unique opportunity to buy classical CDs
at discounted prices from a new company
in this market sector.

We will also purchase collections
and over-stocks.

Overseas enquiries welcome.

Send or phone for free list:

Rutland House, Church Street,
Bottesford NG13 0BX
Tel: 01949 842600 Fax: 01949 842791

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 12098

General Service Cross —send SAE for
details of this and other commemorative
medals, full size and miniature, to:
Miniature Medals, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics LE10 2HP. o508

Para Officer’s dog tags (Falklands)
£25. Scots Greys VC item £25.
Dambuster medals £350. 17/21st tray
£10. WO2 warrant £10. Dambuster
signed cover £5. Tel: 01252 614367
(daytime). G Ford, Nuthatches, Crown
Gardens, Fleet, Hants GU13 9PD. os0s

Army Cap Badges. Long list of genuine
items. Many rare regular/volunteer &
territorial badges. List 75p plus SAE.
Bruntlett, 68 Pinfold Lane, Methley,
Leeds 1.S26 9AB. Tel: 01977 515811.

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers (including over 20
SAS prints). Hundreds of original items
also available. Catalogue [£3.00 +
A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G Jennings-
Bramley, 5 Feversham Road, Salisbury,
Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel: 01722 328523, 1208

e e e e e e e e v e e e e s e e e e e i s e e ok e ok o ek o

Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia

and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.

Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77  Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£9.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £17.50. Tic

e v e sk e e s e e e e e s ke e e e e s ke e e ke e e e e e e ke

GENUINE
MILITARY &
PoOLICE BADGES
FOR SALE &
WANTED
50p stamp required
stating which list to:
C L Heys (Dept S),
PO Box 615,
Middleton,

Tamworth,
Staffs B78 23AZ

Tel/fax: 01827 874856

Quality makers of British Army, Air
Forces and Navy badges, regimental
banners, uniform accessories, Scottish
clan crests and military badges.
Bagpipes, practice chanters and band
uniform accessories. Please ask for free
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 21/414
Majidpura, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax 0092
432 588547, 0399

Small list of military badges always in
stock. £3 each, or 4 or more £2.50 each.
SAE for list to: P S Badges, Unit 2, 36
Tenby Street, Hockley, Birmingham B1
3EE. o808

Army cap badges, collars, titles,
Officers’ Glengarries, Tam O’Shanters,
hackles. £1 for lists. A Staines, 36
Captain Cooks Close, Staithes, North
Yorkshire TS13 5AP. 05198

For quality hand-embroidered wire
and silk thread badges, emblems,
crests and pennants send design or
pattern for rerurn of sample and
quotation to: “Kalsara International”,
PO Box 1034, Sialkot, Pakistan 51310.
SOLDIER Magazine enamel lapel
badges. £2.50 each inc p&p (UK &
BFPO). Tel: 01252 347353,

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. T

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CTI16 1PW. 12198

HOLIDAYS

Florida, Kissimmee - a sumptuous
four bedroom, three bathroom villa
with private pool. Close to shops, golf
and main attractions. Tel: 01305
835150. 11/98

Flying in Cyprus. See Cyprus from
the air or learn to fly. Please call Sav
Savage for information. Tel: Nicosia
02623266 or 09630386.

06/098

DELIGHTFUL
BLACKPOOL HOTEL (B&B)
in Prime Location
Run by Ex-Serviceman

Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays, breaks
and functions. Prices include full English
breakfast and five course evening meal.

Holmurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue
Blackpool Central

Telephone: 01253 625977
Proprietor: Tony Salvin

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management
HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
tenants, manages your property and ensures its
return to you as and when required. With an office
base in Loughborough we cover most East

Midlands areas.
For further information please telffax :
01509 266151
or write to.
134 KNIGHTTHORPE ROAD,
LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LE11 5JU o7

For details of advertising rates
and publishing dates please call
Soldier on

01252 347352

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

*A STRAIGHT FORWARD
INDIVIDUAL LETTING AND
MANAGEMENT SERVICE BY STAFF
WHO CARE FOR YOUR HOME*
(COVERING ALL OF THE SOUTH EAST)
'PHONE OR WRITE FOR A BROCHURE:
GREENFIELD HOUSE ,
DOWLANDS LANE,
COPTHORNE,

WEST SUSSEX, RH10 3HX.
Tel/Fax: 01342 718671 (24hrs)

PROPERTY

For sale - Cyprus, Paphos one
bedroom furnished apartment. Sleeps
3-4. Air conditioned. Close to beach and
all amenities. Peaceful surroundings.
Contact: 01689 871749. o798

REUNIONS

Lost touch with friends from your
Service days? We can help you renew

contact. SAE to: Forces Connect
Association, 57 Norwich Close,
Lichfield WS13 7S]. 26198

WANTED

Welsh Guards Regimental mag-
azines - 1970-1997 wanted. Alan
Pawson, 129 Wheler Street, Higher
Openshaw, Manchester M11 1DS. Tel:
0161 301 4328. 0608

Personal 121 trainer required — suit
ex-Services PTI. Phone Jed: 0961
155639 in confidence. (Full-time duties
possible for versatile applicant). 0598

Faugh a Ballagh military collector
wishes to purchase medals, gazettes,
photos and militaria of Royal Irish
Fusiliers. Write with details to: WO1
O’Connor, PJHQ, Sandy Lane,
Northwood HA6 3T]. 05198

Army Base Storage and Distribution Agency
HQ Vehicles and Fuels Division

1s valiantly trying to raise funds in order to
send Joshua Canali to Disney Land, Florida.
Joshua is only five and has leukaemia.

“The Lads’ would like your support.

Donations and enquiries to:
Terry Moogan on 01869 258423,
Technical Training Wing.
Base Vehicle Depot,
Ashchurch,
Tewkesbury GL20 8LZ

SOLDIER

Back issues of Soldier are
available to order and cost
from £2.15 inc p&p (UK/BFPO)
If you are missing any issues
from your collection please call

01252 347353 . ..

... and order now.
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S IRV : L0 L L NS International Tool Co Ltd

Made in our own Workshops

9ct Gold from £130
50 - £2000

J.M.Bickerton
23 Vyse Street,
Birmingham B18 6LE

RLC 9¢t Gold £130 i
Brooch Actual Size 33mm Presents that last a lifetime

VERNON REES & GOODALLS

CIVIiL =\’ll||l“—'\ﬂ\&ll\‘lk\ TAILORS

AT TEN-SHUNJ

Ladies & Gentlemen, whether you want:

ﬂ':l:

The most useful tool you will ever buy!
Compact and extremely versatile with Leather
or Condura belt pouch. IDEAL GIFT!

a Mess Kit, Service Dress, D] or Suit, or anything else
for that matter, come to VERNON Rits & GOODALLS.
For those extra special occasions, we can also supply,

“ostume jewellery and accessories for him and her ~ jus .
rom

£12.95
INTERNATIONAL TOOL CO LTD +pé&p
Unit 17 Ryehill Court Lodge Farm Ind. Est. Northampton
NNS5 7EU. Tel:01604 591200 Fax:01604 591300

RO

give us a call.

01132880880

CALL NOW FOR YOUR PERSONAL APPOI
One of our expert tailors will be only too pleascd ||m it you
to discuss your requirements

Vi

VI RNOMN [\EI', & Cnor)M LS
ETTARY & .
40 COMMERCIAL ST = ROTHWELL Hlm W. YURKbHiRl = m 0113 2 880 880 = FAX: 0113 2 880 864

Save up to £21

Soldier readers can benefit
from special membership rates.

0800 581 077

Please quote reference GE0O008/SR0001
Offer also available to existing
RAC Members ~ call 0990 722 722

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other RAC offer. Discounts only apply to certain service levels.
Prices include Insurance Premium Tax at the standard rate on VAT exempt insurance and joining fee if applicable.
All details correct at the time of publication. Full membership details in RAC Terms Of Membership.




Lifs in 8 mess?

The Samaritans

0345 90 90 90

Soldier will again be hosting a stand at the The Royal
Tournament this year. Visit us from July 21 — August 2
on Stand 200. '

Zig Joy's Roses

3

o %
!

_;g@t”* & Flowers 2

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery
to an address in the U.K. or N. Ireland

Use this advert as an order form . ™
Telephone Hotline — 01481 46708

Special price for May/June/July only — 24 Carnations —
One colour or mixed & Gyps & Fern £18.50

Army Quarterly & Defence Journal
has readers in 66 countries

Why?

Every three months AQ&DJ offers readers 140 pages of fact, opinion
and comment. It has

New Thinking on cuts and budgets, on morale and the
media, on UN forces, on training and on the defence industry.

News Reports about the Armed Services of the United
Kingdom, NATO, the Commonwealth and the rest of the
world.

New Writers and regular correspondents cover events of
current interest worldwide, ranging from the problem of anti-
personnel mines to the case for Eurofighter and FLA, the new
South African Defence Force and Germany’s future defence

policy.

New Books are reviewed by leading writers. Military history,
biographies, international affairs, humour, travel, sport and
business all come within AQ&DI’s orbit.

Army Quarterly & Defence Journal
1 West Street, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 8DS
Tel: 01822-613577 Fax: 01822-612785

Annual Subscription £52. Three-year Saver Contract £138
New Subscribers receive the previous two issues of the
Journal with their first copy free of charge.

12 ROSES Red/Pink/Yellow (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink/Yellow (large} £18.50
CARNATIONS & FREESIA 30 Blooms £16.50
CARNATIONS (One colour/Mixed) 12 Blooms £12.50
JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
ROSES/CARNATIONS/
SP CARNATIONS/FREESIA (Any colour) 50 Blooms £22.50
FREESIA & FERN 40 Blooms £14.75
Bouguets/Pink Camations/Freesia/Femn 30 flowers £16.50
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern 20 flowers £11.50
ROSES/CARNATIONS/FREESIA 30 Blooms £17.50
THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS W
-~ \\u‘\‘ EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE h(._}"
|y Ny MARY’S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/ 74 Oﬁ
af-”':\_ \ LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY 2
3{ \ No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter.
b Cheice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red
(= K WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
- 711 = WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £22.76
( ) LN Prices and order forms available upon request

Prices include P&P + VAT
N.B. Peak periods - flowers may be used from other sources
VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE
Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:

‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,

L;;’f' ﬂ:\ C('{ St Sampsons, Guernsey, C. |. GY2 4WB
Ak N Telephone: (01481) 46708
@Y Fax: (01481) 43406

Silk/polyester ties with
Soldier crest, available in
maroon, blue, green and grey.

£5.99
(inc VAT & p&p)
UK/BFPO
Na;e:___-_____—_N(:Jf?e:__-___—
Address: Colour:

I enclose a cheque/PO for £
All cheques/POs should be made
payable to “Seldier” and sent to:

Postcode: Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road, Address. P&P £2.50 per can . ... .
Tel no: Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU TOTAL ENCLOSED ............
e —————————————————— DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER. SoliJuly

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE /
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU /
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT /

PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH /
FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME

LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE /AFTER THE
/

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life
of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions

or whatever your career may be. When

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture

polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes,
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over.
For larger orders please ring for trade ’,‘-"
prices.

Available in Black, Light/Medium/Dark Brown.
WATER AND OIL RESISTANT

SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE

Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WS11 3PU. Tel: 01543 450064 FaxL 01543 279738,

Colour ...

....... 8oz cans @ £10.50 per can
Name..

Total costof cans ............

SOLDIER July 1998
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisenents are accepted on a
prepaid basis only, and are subject to the following
conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any
copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or not.
All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space being
available. The Publishers reserve the right to
make any alteration they consider necessary or
desirable in an advertisement to meet their
approval. The Publishers also reserve the right to
cancel or suspend any advertisement without
stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the
wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not guarantee
the insertions of any particular advertise-ment.

The Publishets shall not be liable for any loss or
damage occasioned by any total or partial failure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of
any edition in which any advertisement is
scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors
occurring after the first inserdon of an
advertisement in a series. It is the responsibility of
the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such
error in sufficient time to allow the amendment. A
voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the
following  headings:  Accommo-dation,
Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars
Wanted, Entertainment, Ex-hibitions, For
Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets,
Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions,
Services, Situations Vacant, Situations
Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings
will be applied if deemed acceptable by the
Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an
advertisemnent shall amount to an acceptance of
the above conditions and any conditions
stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void
insofar as they are in conflict with them.

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

MAY 23, 1998

First prize (528 runs, £3,200): Capt
ATG Ravera, 238 Sgn RLC (V),
Bootle.

Second prize (515 runs, £1,600): Cpl
PDR Heron, HQ AFCENT.

Third prize (505 runs, £1,200): SSgt
S King, 5 Signal Regt

Fourth prize (499 runs, £900): LCpl
AD Knox-Johnston, 32 Engr Regt,
Hohne.

Fifth prize (494 runs, £600): CSgt AD
Williams, 3 Cheshire (V), Chester.
Sixth prize (490 runs, £400): |_Cpl DA

Miller, KRH, Miinster.

Seventh prize (484 runs, £300): Sgt
AM Robinson, QOY, Newcastle upon
Tyne.

Eighth prize (474 runs, £200): Sgt
CCD Owen, HQ PSCNORTH,
Norway.

Ninth prize (471 runs, £100): WO2
Stott, 24 Airmob Bde Css Bn,
Colchester.

MAY 30, 1998

First prize (272 runs, £3,200): Cpl
(name withheld), HQ Hereford
Garrison.

Second prize (269 runs, £1,600):
Capt RH Carter, 1 RGJ, Bulford.

Third prize (265 runs, £1,200): WO2
KR Scott, HQ 3 (UK) Div, Bulford.

Fourth prize (259 runs, £900): Sgt PA
Duff, Royal School of Signals,
Blandford.

Fifth prize (255 runs, £600): WO2 CJ
Palmer, 53 Port Sp Sqn,
Marchwood.

Sixth prize (252 runs, £400): WO2 AP
Nixon, Falkland Islands Admin Unit.

Seventh prize (247 runs, £300): Cpl
AR Dunlop, 1 RRF.

Eighth prize (242 runs, £200): Cfn AC
Ferris, SEAE, Arborfield.

Ninth prize (241 runs, £100): LCpl
DW  Northover, HQ Dhekelia
Garrison.

JUNE 6, 1998

First prize (392 runs, £3,200): Sig SM
Johnston, 21 Signal Regt (AS),
Colchester.

Second prize (389 runs, £1,600): Cpl
ORE Morrison, 3 Armd Fd Amb,
Sennelager.

Third prize (384 runs, £1,200): WO2
IN McFadyen, 7/8 A & SH (V),
Stirling.

Fourth prize (384 runs, £900): Maj JF
Knopp, ITC Catterick.

Fifth prize (368 runs, £600): Cpl M
Errington, 1 QLR.

Sixth prize (367 runs, £400): Capt
RW Durrant, 25 Engr Regt

Seventh prize (365 runs, £250): Maj
PR King, School of Logistics,
Deepcut; WO2 MW Panther, HQ
London District.

Ninth prize (362 runs, £100): WO2
DW Brown, 71 Engr Regt (V),
Glasgow.

JUNE 13, 1998

First prize (240 runs, £3,200): Lt JL
Shelby-James, DMS Trg Centre,
Ash Vale.

Second prize (239 runs, £1,600): Brig
AS Ritchie, HQRA 3 (UK) Div,
Bulford.

Third prize (232 runs, £1,200): Cpl JB
Keen, Colchester Sy Sect.

Fourth prize (228 runs, £900): SSgt S
Powell, HQ Episkopi Garrison.

Fifth prize (227 runs, £600): Sgt MW
Bates, 3 Regt AAC, Wattisham.

Sixth prize (223 runs, £400): LCpl
DRG Grant, 2 RRF, Celle.

Seventh prize (222 runs, £300): Cpl
MA Partington, 9 Signal Regt, Ayios
Nikolaos.

Eighth prize (220 runs, £200): Sgt VF
Carnell, 4 Regt RA, Osnabrick.

Ninth prize (216 runs, £100): LCpl
RAG Halloran, 2 RRF, Celle.

NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of SOLDIER Magazine cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any advertisement or for any
losses suffered as a result. Readers are strongly recommended to make their own enquiries and seek appropriate
commercial, legal and financial advice before sending any money or entering into any legally binding agreement.

NAME
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

ADDRESS

CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISEMENTS

Postcode ...
CLASSIFICATION . ..

1 2 3 4 5

& 7 8 9 10
1 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.

COST: 45p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £9.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST.

IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER ADD £3.00 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX O

WORDS AT 45p =
x INSERTIONS

VAT AT 17.5%

BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED
CHEQUE/PO Number

1"
mMmMmMmm

N (Payable to SOLDIER)
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

Send to:
CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU11 2DU
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/" UNBEATABLE
DEALS for
HMF’S servin
in the UK
OVERSEAS

For either UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot’s No. 1 supplier to HM Forces.

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to

purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call
Colin Clubley on or write:
Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST, Bulford Rd, Durrington SP4 8BR

MILITARY SALES

4 LODGE HILL N
SADDLE CLUB

TRAINING CENTRE FOR ALL STANDARDS OF RIDING TUITION

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SCHOOLS
VACANCIES AVAILABLE FOR
FULL & WORKING LIVERY
AT COMPETITIVE TERMS
BHS ACCREDITED

\ 01634 255775 Chatham Mil: 2618 (Hoo, Kent) /

With the new regulations, it’s even more important to buy
THE RIGHT CAR

Make sure that you deal with a
company with a reputation for
sound advice, excellent service
and low prices. Contact:

Advanced Car Exports
Authorised PEUGEOT Agents

Advanced Car Exports
FREEPOST, PO Box 470, Bushey, Herts WD2 1WD
Tel: 0181-444 5555. (Fax: 0181-444 5444)
Contact Stan Bateman, Sales Manager

MaZia
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery
* 323 from £9,549 * 626 from £10,199
The All New MX5 from £10,939

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (B5) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:

323[] B626[ ] MX3[] MX5[] MXB[] Xedos ]
Other Makes [l ..o LHD/RHD

SOLDIER July 1998
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N
| German or UK \
delivery
‘ UK Tel.
| | (01980) 843333
‘ CITROEN

PEUGEOT

VAUXHALL VOLVO

' SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wiltshire, SP9 TBR |

| ¢ | am interested in
| . Part-exchange details
| . Country of use

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION




READERS’
CLUB DIRECT

A great way to shop, Soldier Magazine offers its readers the chance
to buy superb products at special prices. There is something for all
the family from well-known suppliers such as Philips, Canon,
Sekonda, Le Creuset, Denby and many more. With all items
delivered direct to your door, shopping couldn’t be easier.

Here is this month’s selection of products along

with the special Readers’ Club prices

48

g

Sekonda gents’ quartz analogue date
watch. Two-tone chrome-gold case and
link strap, white dial.

Readers’ Club Price £49.99

Philips 14in colour TV/Video combi with
on screen display and remote control.

Readers’ Club Price £269.99

Falcon Stealth mountain bike (men’s
and ladies’), black steel frame,
Shimano TY15 gears

Readers’ Club Price £99.99

Canon Sure Shot AF-10 compact camera
kit comes complete with built-in flash, a
Kodak film roll and camera case

Readers’ Club Price £53.99

Arnold Palmer “Axiom” golf clubs, 3
woods, 9 oversized irons, cavity-backed
for superb control, steel shafts.

Readers’ Club Price £179.99

To order or for more information simply contact the
Readers’ Club Direct order line 08707 20 11 02
All prices include delivery to nominated address.
Please allow 28 days (max) for delivery.
Cheques and postal orders payable to Readers’ Club Direct.

® = W S

@

Motorcycles to give you
. e chance to win a Weise
~ Westward Cordura motor-
~ cycle jacket, normally
retailing at £149.99.

The hard-wearing and
waterproof combination
of Cordura 550D and
“hydratech” coating make
our star prize a must for
the discerning motor-
cyclist.

Fowlers Motorcycles is currently the second largest
dealership in the UK, with eight branches and ten franchises.
A family-run business, the Fowlers Riders Club brings
together like minded people who share an enthusiasm for
motor cycles. It is open to all and more information can be
obtained by calling 0117 9770466.

To enter the competition, simply answer the questmn ;
below and return the coupon to:

Fowlers Competition, Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU, to arrive no laterthanfuly
515,71 998

lished in Soldier. The Ma_ -
No correspondence will b
of this form is acceptable.

----...
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World of wheels

RAIN was universal and a thick robe of it
swept from hill to hill. Thunder rumbled
in the distance and between the muffled
roars the downpour pressed on my
sodden leathers, writes Syd Taylor.

Scorning the discomfort I travelled for
pleasure alone: on Honda’s new VFR 800
Fi the rain was just a lively companion as
my heart sang. Ride this bike and whatever
the weather, the sun seems to be shin-
ing.

Regarded by many as the best all-round
motor cycle in the world, the previous
HondaVFR 750 set standards which were
hard to beat, yet the latest version of the
VER has succeeded admirably in reach-
ing new heights, strengthening the
model’s secret powers of intoxication.
Honda has done it again.

Just what makes the VER this good? It’s
because it offers a combination of virtues
which few rivals can approach. Looking
wonderful, with perfect paint and an array
of cast and forged aluminium parts, it is
supremely well-engineered and comfort-
able, with outstanding handling and per-
formance that make it a joy to ride.

WHY CHANGE?
So why, you ask, have they changed it?
The answer must simply be that Honda
wisely recognises that no bike is

unimprovable.

The big news with the latest VER is the
liquid-cooled 781 cc, 16-valve DOHC
90°V-4 motor which is virtually the same
engine that was used in the World Super-
bike-winning RC45 model in 1997.

It’s definitely a sporting engine, but it

PLANS are under way to beat Phil Hill's
1959 MG speed record at the 50th
Bonneville Speedweek festivities in
Utah, USA, next month.

The MG F-derived car will be driven by
“the fastest man on earth” - Andy Green,
pictured, who achieved an astonishing
763.035 mph with Thrust SSC last year.
Hill’s record stands at 254.91 mph.

SOLDIER July 1998

ENGINE Liguid-cooled 16-
valve DOHC 90° V-4 781 cc.
Electronic direct fuel injec-
tion. Maximum power, 110
PS /10,500 rpm. Maximum
torque, 8.4 kg-m/8,500 rpm.
TRANSMISSION Six-speed.

offers docility and dominance totally
without ceremony, going through its
paces with magnificent ease: it’s mellow
when you want, ferocious if you dare.
A VFR is a motor cycle on which to
go very fast for a very long way and with
the slick gearbox with six perfectly-
chosen ratios, this is a bike quick
enough to leave most others for
dead. It’s such a good engine that
you seldom feel it is having to exert
itself to do anything demanded and
given the top speed of nearly 160
mph, this certainly ratifies the def-
inition of the mark of a true aristo-
crat as “displaying effortless superi-
ority”,

The riding position is just about
perfect and levels of comfort and
equipment are worthy of the highest
praise, with comprehensive cockpit
instrumentation using digital dis-
plays to show fuel level, coolant tem-
perature, mileage and time.

The attractively sleek and aerodynami-
cally efficient bodywork gives improved
protection, thanks in part to a cleverly-
designed central vent that directs air
under the screen to raise the height of the
airstream hitting the rider at speed, so
there’s very little buffeting when cruising
fast on motorways. Respectably high

Tech Spec

FINAL DRIVE ‘0’-ring chain.
SEAT HEIGHT 805 mm.
WHEELS Aluminium: Front,
six-spoke; rear, five-spoke.
BRAKES Front, dual discs,

three-piston callipers; rear,
single disc, three-piston cal-
lipers.

TYRES Front, 120/70 ZR17;
rear, 180/55 ZR17.
WEIGHT 208 kg.

PRICE £8 675

speeds are combined with reasonable fuel
consumption, giving a non-stop range of
around 150 miles.

The VFR handles particularly well in all
conditions. The latest crop of superbikes,
with hairline steering and absolute sensi-
tivity, demands hair-trigger reactions,
making them more suited to a race-track
than as performance bikes for the road.

EXEMPLARY SAFETY

The new VFR, by contrast, does not
subject the rider to this kind of stress, for
on this Honda you can complete your
journey at ease, at considerable speed and
in exemplary safety. Along with the good
handling and imperturbable mechanical
stamina comes the reassurance of depend-
able powerful braking using Honda’s
Dual Combined Brake System, which
simultaneously engages both front and
rear brakes.

A searching analysis of factors involved
in real — as opposed to illusory — motor-
cycle performance soon makes you realise
that this VFR is hard to equal and on an
urgent trip on give-and-take roads across
Shropshire it maintained its equanimity
so well that I doubt it could have been
bettered by the latest race replicas. To me
that is the real measure of a “perfor-
mance” motor cycle.
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Confusion in ranks
over medals order

I HAVE often complained to the BBC
and ITV companies when they depict
Servicemen and police officers wearing
their ribbons in the wrong order.

Imagine my surprise, then, to see two
corporals pictured in your magazine
(June) wearing their medals incorrectly.

The Central Chancery of the Orders of
Knighthood has announced that cam-
paign medals should be worn by date of
campaign, so the Gulf Medal (1990-91)
should be worn before the NATO Medal
(1994 onwards).

One corporal is pictured wearing them
the other way round. Another is shown
wearing the Accumulated Campaign Ser-
vice Medal (ACSM) before the NATO
Medal.

The ACSM should be worn immedi-
ately before the Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal - that is, after any cam-
paign, Jubilee, or Meritorious Service
medals. — C J Allen MISM, Wakefield,
Yorks.

THE modern British soldier tends to
wear more medals than he did ten years

ago. A regiment I served with recently in
the former Yugoslavia has troopers
marching around on parades wearing five
medals.

Military tailors these days need to be a
little more up to date with the order of
wear for medals.

The last thing a Serviceman should
expect when he picks up his hard-earned
medals from the QM’s is for them to be
mounted incorrectly.

I strongly recommend every QM in the
British Army to buy a copy of The Medal
Yearbook™ for its tailor as it contains a
complete listing of the Order of Prece-
dence for medals. This would result in
our Armed Forces being properly dressed
on parades in future. — Colin Hole
(Dorset Yeomanry), Taunton, Som-
erset.

® Colin Hole also referred to Soldier pictures
showing medals being worn incorrectly, as did
Alan Brocklehurst, of Penarth, S Glamorgan.

“The Medal Yearbook, Token Publishing Ltd, 1
Orchard House, Duchy Road, Heathpark,
Honiton, Devon, EX14 8YD, softback, £12.95.

55 years ago, we were
the FIRST into Europe

I WRITE on behalf of the 2,650 members
of the Italy Star Association 1943-45
seeking to draw attention to the forth-
coming 55th anniversary of the landings
in Sicily on July 10, 1943.

This association is particularly anxious
to record the fact that what is commonly
now known as the “Second Front” actu-
ally took place in France some 11 months
after we had entered Europe via Sicily. By
then we had followed that up
with landings on mainland
Italy at Reggio, Taranto and
Salerno and had fought
towards Rome with the establishment of
the notorious Anzio beachhead.

Despite efforts to dislodge us, we were
certainly the curtain-raiser to the eventu-
al conquest of Europe.

We seek to remind people that we had
entered Rome two days before the first
troops landed in France and by that time
casualties had been horrendous.

Winston  Churchill had  always
described Italy as “the soft underbelly of
Europe”. Great leader though he was, he
was so wrong in this regard.

We have always felt that when the land-

ings took place in France, the Italian cam-
paign was relegated to the back pages in
the Press, with scarce reference to the
continuing fighting there.

Several divisions were withdrawn from
Italy to France, leaving us with depleted
forces to continue the fight against a well-
disciplined and determined enemy.

The 49,254 men who died and who are
buried in Italy deserve to have their
memory recorded on this
anniversary. We emphasise that
in no way do we seek to min-
imise the sacrifices of comrades
who fought in France, or of those in the
campaign in the Far East who have always
described themselves as the “Forgotten
Army”. The V] commemoration cere-
monies put that into perspective when
due honour was paid to the 14th Army.

We now ask that on this 55th anniver-
sary we are accorded the same recogni-
tion because without doubt we can
justifiably claim that we were the first in
Europe. — Maurice Cheadle, (National
Chairman and Founder, Italy Star
Association 1943-45), Barton-on-
Sea, Hants.

HOT under the
collar? Want to
take issue on a serious topic? Need

to settle a difference of opinion on a burn-
ing question? Or do you just want to share
a good story with thousands of other read-
ers around the world?

As ever, Soldier welcomes your letters,
whether you are an officer or other rank;
serving or civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask
is that you keep them brief and to the
point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if
they are handwritten, please put names
and addresses in block capitals (not nec-
essarily for publication).

A prize from Soldier’s new gift collec-
tion (see Page 48) will be awarded each
month if we judge that a letter, serious or
humorous, merits it. So get writing!

® Acceptance or rejection of letters is
the decision of the Editor, who reserves the
right to amend for length, clarity or style.
Anonymous letters will not be considered.

By

‘Smouldering’
grievance of
Canal Zone
veterans

YOUR article “20,000 support Suez
Medal plea to minister” (May) was a very
good summing-up of the efforts of the
Canal Zone veterans’ delegation to Par-
liament on March 19 to try to achieve
recognition for service there, 1951-54.

What it did not show, however, was:

@ Col Pip Newton’s chipping away to
rectify this anomaly for some 30 years.
His scholarly appraisals of the situation,
with those of Brig Stuart Ryder, have
attracted wide acclaim and support for
the cause in high places .

On the day, his submission provided
the rack for fellow delegates to hang their
coats upon.

@ Cyril Blackburn’s tireless searchings
into Public Record Office files — proving
beyond all doubt we were on “active ser-
vice” and the case for the medal has never
been considered by the Honours and
Decorations Committee. This added
greatly to the claim.

® Tom and Bernice Radford’s hard
work on the petition. (Tom returned early
from a holiday in Hong Kong to play his
part in the proceedings).

@® Len Oliver’'s and Pete Newton’s
unfailing support and sheer persistence in
keeping the issue alive.

@ Without Danny Davenport we would
all still be running around in circles doing
our own thing.

Danny convinced his MP, over some
months I would add, of the rightness of
our cause and why he should help us to do
something about this smouldering griev-
ance — Chas Golder, Bolton, Lancs.
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Men Who 51; rted
a khaki revolution

THIS YEAR marks the 150th anniver-
sary of the introduction of the khaki uni-
form - clearly a significant event in
military history.

Too frequently forgotten, however,
are its joint innovators, Hodson and
Lumsden - and the important role
played by Hodson’s brother.

In 1848 Lt W Hodson, as
second in command to Lt H
Lumsden, was given responsibility
to equip the recently-formed Corps
of Guides in India, which meant he
chose the regiment’s uniform and liaised
with his brother in England, the Rev
George Hodson, to send rifles, Prussian-
style helmets, and all the cloth required
for uniforms.

Both Hodson and Lumsden agreed the
colour of the cloth should be khaki, or
“drab”, which would be comfortable to

Story to waise a laugh

WHEN 1 served in tanks we had more
than our fair share of unworldly officers, _
some of whom looked too young to be
made troopers, so they had to be commis-
sioned.

Our troop was paraded to be taught the
slow march, beginning, if I remember
rightly, by our being brought to attention
followed by the order “Left leg, raise . . .
lower”, then “Right leg, raise . . . lower.”

We were going on to the next stage
when a YO intervened, thanked our

wear and “make them invisible in a land
of dust”.

As a result Hodson and Lumsden had
the joint distinction — 150 years ago — of
being the first officers to equip a regiment
dressed in khaki (which is Urdu for
“dust” or “dusty™). After command-
ing the Corps of Guides, the by now
Maj Hodson went on to form his
own regiment (Hodson’s Horse) in
1857 and again chose khaki for his
uniform.

By 1885 all the Army in India had fol-
lowed suit and 15 years later the entire
British military changed to KD (khaki
drill) to fight the Boer War.

Khaki has since, of course, been used
by armies throughout the world, some-
thing of which the British and Indian mil-
itary can be justly proud - Selwyn
Hodson-Pressinger, London SW1.

sergeant and said he would take over.

In an affected voice he shouted: “Left
leg, waise . . . lower. Wight leg, waise.” At
this point he looked down the line to
ensure thighs were parallel to the ground
and noticed two together . . . being a slight
confusion of left and right.

Reacting quickly to the situation as a
born leader does, he came out with:
“Who’s that silly arse with both legs
waised?” — W H D Podd, Lowestoft,
Suffolk.
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PS5 ...

That's my boy!

ON the subject of the “mystery drummer”
pictured with members of The Royal Irish
Regiment (May) . . . that’s my boy!

My son, Tony Edwards, is in the Pipes
and Drums of the Queen’s Royal Hussars,
formerly the Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars,
(not the Queen’s Own and Royal Irish Hus-
sars as stated by Gen Sir Patrick Howard-
Dobson in June). — B J Edwards (ex-Royal
Air Force), Littlehampton, W Sussex.

Forces’ advantage

SURELY the property purchased in 1972
(with the assistance of the £1,000 com-
muted) should be a much bigger asset,
even pro rata, than the pension loss
claimed by Kenneth Wilson (June).

I was in a similar situation ten years ear-
lier and can only praise the advantage
offered to long-serving members of the
Armed Forces. — Richard A Steward (late
IEME/REME), Sidmouth, Devon.

Owmanyonusisus?

YOUR letter on the Home Guard from L R
Swindale (May) does not help me much in
establishing how many still exist. In Mid-
lands vernacular, “Owmanyonusisus?”

Their lot was poorly equipped with
brooms and mops. Perhaps his OC had
taken too literally Churchill’s thunderings
that Jerry should be swept back into the
sea, with the remnants being mopped up.
— H D Pickles, Blackburn, Lancs.

Not Coldstream’s year

IN 1907 the Colour Party for Trooping the
Colour was found by 1st Battalion, Irish
Guards rather than the Coldstream
Guards (May), whose 1st Battalion in fact
trooped their Colour on June 27, 1908.

In 1908, unusually, four divisions of the
1st Life Guards paraded — plus the Mount-
ed Band. | assume the model-maker found
time to complete only two divisions! —
Martin Everett, British Model Society.

Severn crossing

YOU REFER (May) to “a first crossing of
the River Severn by military ferries” in an
exercise. Part of our boat training in No 1
Training Regt RE based at Malvern Wells,
Worcestershire, was carried out at Upton
on Severn in 1949. Not a major crossing,
but the river was crossed. — K Williams (ex-
RE and Special Forces), Scottish Veterans’
Residence, Whitefoord House, Edinburgh.

Shaky pedestal ...

CONGRATULATIONS on being named as
the top internal magazine by the British
Association of Communicators in Busi-
ness. | agree wholeheartedly with the
judge’s praise. | do have one minor criti-
cism. In your May issue you describe Lt R
J Baxter as AAC. He is in fact REME,
attached to the AAC. - Lt Col P V Noakes
REME, Directorate General of Equipment
Support (Army), HQ QMG, Andover.



Boolks

It was all kept quiet
on Western Front. ..

IT IS widely accepted now that
had the public known at the time
the full horror of the First World
War killing
fields, the war
would have
ended much
earlier. That it
didn't is due in
part to a cyni-
cal collusion
between the
Press and the
British GHQ in
a propaganda
exercise designed to enhance
the British position. Martin J
Farrar tells the story in awesome
detail in News from the Front:
War Correspondents on the
Western Front 1914-18 (Sutton
Publishing, hardback, £19.99).

Ex-IRA terrorist who
helped turn the tide

IRA man Sean O’Callaghan saw
the error of his ways in 1979 and
for the next nine years coura-
geously aided
*| the anti-ter-
rorist cause
from within
the organisa-
tion. In 1988
he was jailed
for 539 years
|| for his earlier
| wrongdoings
| but two years
ago was
given a royal pardon. With his
life under constant threat, he
continues to seek to atone for
his past and most of the royalties
from his illuminating book The
Informer (Bantam Press, hard-
back, £16.99) will go towards
projects benefiting the cause of
peace in Northern Ireland.

Napoleonic battles
brought to the page

A VISUAL appreciation of war-
fare during the Napoleonic
period can be gained just by
turning the
) pages of
| Wellington's
War: A Living
History, in
which more
than 200 re-
enactment
i photographs
by Paul Lewis
Isemonger
M Cive a taste of
1 the realism
and atmosphere of battle. The
paperback, published by Sutton
at £9.99, also covers wider mili-
tary and social matters, with sec-
tions on weapons and tactics,
uniforms and insignia, life in
camp and at sea, food and pas-
times and medical treatment.

The Imperfect Spy:
Hero or scoundrel?

FOLLOWING in father’s
footsteps is generally consid-
ered an acceptable, and possi-
bly desirable, ambition for
most sons. It’s the “good
enough for dad, good enough
for me” syndrome.

But when dad is a conniving
rogue, womaniser, double-
crosser, saboteur and spy,
what right-thinking lad would
want to tread a similar path?

To some small extent the
son In this instance, Geoffrey
Elliott, now a retired mer-
chant banker, did follow
where his father trod in that
he, too, joined the Intelligence
Corps and learned Russian
and several other languages.

Like father, like son? Not
quite — for that was about all
they had in common. Elliott
senior was an enigma, whose
outwardly respectable busi-
ness career cloaked some very
shady activities.

Maj Kavan Elliott dropped
“blind” into Serbia on a Spe-
cial Operations Executive
mission in 1942, was captured
as a British spy, spent much of
the war in a Nazi prison camp,
and was expelled from Hun-
gary in 1949. But was this

| Spy — The Secret Life of a
British Agent by Geoffrey Elliott,
and Counterfeit Spies by Nigel
West. Both published in hard-
back under the St Ermin’s Press
imprint of Little, Brown at £18.99.

Enigma: Maj Kavan Elliott

man a hero . . . or a scoundrel?
While on his own business
travels, Elliott junior set out to
find the truth. In I Spy — The
Secret Life of a British Agent,
completed after his retire-
ment, he follows the trail left
by the father he hardly knew,
who died in 1977 aged 69.
The quest takes him to the

Balkans, Siberia and Jamaica,
in some cases to the very men
who had captured his father in
Yugoslavia, imprisoned him
in Germany and expelled him
from Hungary.

It also leads to a complex
tale of two families and a bevy
of beautiful mistresses associ-
ated with the man the author
calls the “Imperfect Spy”.

It is difficult, if not impossi-
ble, for the average reader to
know whether claims made by
so-called secret agents are
true or false.

Who is to say? Nigel West,
the pen-name of Rupert Alla-
son, the former Tory MP,
does with a deal of authority
by slamming into phoney sto-
ries. An acknowledged expert
on security matters, he digs
deep into the realms of spying
in Counterfeit Spies — Genuine

or Bogus?
West sets out to debunk a
number of people who

claimed to be wartime secret
agents (Elliott is not among
them, it should be said),
unmasking them as fantasists,
hoaxers and fraudsters.

Right or wrong, his book is
a good read. - ]M

~

A History of the Peninsular
War, Vol VIIl by John A Hall.

Biographical dictionary  of
British  officers killed and
wounded, 1808-1814, con-

tains more than 3,000 entries
in 640 pages. Greenhill Books,
hardback, £35.

The Autobiography of an
Ordinary Person: A Spiritual
Progress by Graham C Jenk-
ins. Brother of the former
Bishop of Durham tells in great
detail of his National Service
as a gunner officer, 1947-49,
including Palestine and the
Canal Zone. Avon Books,
hardback, £17.95.

Antar: The FV12000 Series in
British Army Service by Pat
Ware. Second in a large-

format paperback series of in-

depth military and commercial
vehicle profiles. From Ware-
house Publications, Croydon,
£16.50 (£18 o/seas) inc p&p.

America’s Special Forces by
David Bohrer. Weapons, mis-
sions and training of the
SEALs, Green Berets, Ran-
gers and Delta Force. Motor-
books International, paper-
back, £12.95.

Courcelette, Somme by Paul
Reed, and Hill 60, Ypres by
Nigel Cave. Latest in the Leo
Cooper Battleground Europe
paperback guide series, £9.95
each.

Wilfrith Elstob VC DSO MC
by Robert Bonner. First of a
series on the 23 VCs of The
King’s Liverpool and The Man-

chester Regt, now the King's
Regt. The glossy, 33-page,
soft-cover publication costs
£9.75 plus £1 p&p from RHQ(I)
The King's Regt, Ardwick
Green, Manchester M12 6HD,
or from booksellers.

A Time for War: The United
States and Vietnam, 1941-
1975 by Robert D Schulzinger.
Billed as the first major, full-
length history of the conflict to
be based on primary sources.
Oxford University Press, hard-
back, £19.99.

Germany’s Spies and Sabo-
teurs by David Allen Johnson.
Describes the work of the
Abwehr in infiltrating the Allies
in the Second World War.
Motorbooks International,
paperback, £12.95.

o
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Seriously funny: Sometimes there is no better
way to convey an earnest message than with

humour - preferably visual.

Dave Barrett, who served 26 years with the
REME, achieves this admirably in Bassingbourn
— The Book. His 80 Giles-style cartoons depict
subjects from the 12-week training programme
of the Army Training Regiment Bassingbourn
from the recruits’ arrival to their departure to the
phase two training centres. The idea is to help

give new recruits a less forbidding view of the
course ahead of them and point out the pitfalls.

The witty captions, supplied by Capts

Matt Bazeley and Nick Priestley, include, for the
above: “Football . ..
strength, balance, speed, fitness, a left hook
and your snogging technique.”

The landscape-format paperback is available
from the PRI, Bassingbourn Barracks, Royston,
Herts SG8 5LX, price £4.99, plus £1.60 p&p.

a means of demonstrating

RWF: Almost all you
ever wanted to know

MANY vears of labour by Maj
Peter Kirby, founder and first
curator of the Regimental
Museum and Archives in
Caernarfon Castle, have pro-
duced this latest volume of
information on what must be
one of the Army’s best-docu-
mented regiments.

It is as comprehensive a
record as possible of all offi-
cers known to have received
Regular commissions in The
Royal Welch Fusiliers from its
foundation in 1689 to the out-
break of the Great War.

Alphabetically arranged
and indexed over 140 pages,
the work contains information
on more than 1,500 officers,
giving career histories, places
and dates of birth, family con-
nections, and orders, decora-
tions and medals.

Documented here are rec-
ords of the great and good:
Brig Arthur Lowry Cole, for
example, scion of an illustri-
ous military family, killed
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Officers of the Royal Welch
Fusiliers, 16th March 1689 - 4th
August 1914, compiled by Maj E
L Kirby. Available from Regimen-
tal Headquarters, The Royal
Welch Fusiliers, Hightown Bar-
racks, Wrexham, Clwyd, price
£48.50, inc p&p (cheques made
out to Maj E L Kirby).

while in command of a
brigade in 1915; Henry Ellis,
who served with the regiment
throughout the Peninsular
War and who died while in
command at Waterloo; and
Luke O’Connor VC, who rose
from private soldier to major
general.

Listed also are the not so
great: simple men like Capt
Henry Hickman of Kilmore,
County Clare, or young
Ensign le Maitre, who died of
fever in the West Indies.

Remarkable tales are told of
bravery and suffering. John
Hill, for example, one of
whose descendants is serving
with the regiment today,

“underwent two surgical op-
erations to overcome damage
he received when his horse fell
on him at Nivelle.

“He . . . was present at
Waterloo, where his horse was
killed and when in the front
line of the square a splinter of
bone (someone else’s) was
driven into his right eyeball.
He had two splinters of stone
in his cheek. He also received
a bullet wound in the left of
his jaw and a half pound iron
grape shot entered his left
breast...”

Somehow, Hill survived
until 1835, having been pre-
sent at every battle at that time
commemorated on the Regi-
mental Colour except
Minden.

The book is without doubt a
labour of love but, that said, it
will be enormously useful to
military historians, whether
amateur or professional, as
well as to medal collectors and
genealogists. — JPR

Songs that lightened
their darkest days

WE have heard much recently,
and rightly so, of the horrors suf-
fered by prisoners of the Japan-
ese in the g

Second World
War.While not §
making light of §
these, in
Songs and
Stories of a
VJ-Day Sur-
vivor Norman
Smith tells
another side of ||
the story, of the
PoW camp
shows devised with great inge-
nuity to try to maintain morale.
Published by Stockwell (llfra-
combe) in paperback at £5.99,
this unusual book includes
actual songs and entertainments
performed in those dark days.

| V-] [)AY SURVIV()H

Norman Smith

[

Bloody Bullecourt’s
legacy reassessed

IN The Blood Tub, military his-
torian Jonathan Walker makes
the case for elevating Bulle-

court, 1917, to

a position of

notoriety

among the

bloodiest —u--umuun_um

encounters of =
the First World [
War, claiming
as it did the
lives of thou-
sands of Aus-
tralians, N
Londoners and Yorkshlremen
He also re-examines the role of
the much-maligned Gen
“Thruster” Gough, who the
Aussies blamed for their most
tragic death-toll of the war. This
well-researched and thorough
account is published by Spell-
mount in hardback at £19.95.

Gripping account of
squabbling at top

CHARLES Whiting's 200-plus
military books (Leo Kessler is
one of his pen- names} have sold
more than four
million copies "" R
in the UK & [
alone. His ;
latest factual
work, Bloody
Bremen: lke’s
Last Battle
1945 (Leo
Cooper, hard-
back, £19.95),
grips the
reader with a tale of squabbling
among the top brass in the last
few weeks of the Second World
War. The author, who was at
Bremen as a young infantryman,
will feature soon in the Soldier
“My Army” series of interviews.

CiniasWarmy
BLODDY BREMEN

IKE'S LAST BATTLE 1945

@
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Bulletin board

Treasured symbol: The Queen’s Trun-
cheon, borne by Truncheon Jemadar Lt
(QGO) Lokbahadur Pun, is marched off the
parade ground at Church Crookham
during a ceremony of Beating Retreat to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
formation of the Brigade of Gurkhas on

January 1, 1948. Following Indian Indepen-
dence in 1947, four regiments, each of two
battalions, were selected for transfer to the
British Army as The Gurkha Regiment. The
title of Brigade was adopted the following
year under Royal Warrant. Gurkhas have
been loyal to the British Crown since 1815.

King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery: All
ranks reunion, July 15, at the Kent County
Showground at Deitling, near Maidstone.
Includes displays and guided tours of Troop.
Return coach from St John's Wood. For
details, costs and booking form send sae
marked “Reunion” to The King's Troop RHA,
Ordnance Hill, St John’s Wood, London NW8
6PT.

Palestine remembered: Bath Abbey service
and parade, July 19. All welcome, whether
you served there or wish to represent friends
or family. Details from C Burr, 89 Wessex
Road, Yeovil BA21 3 LP (01935 421722).

54 Engr Sp and Amb Sqn RCT: Next reunion
takes place on Aug 15 in Tennis Hall,
Lubbecke, Germany. Entrance by ticket. Con-
tact Mac MacMillan on 0049 5741 12967 or
Baz Buckle on 0049 5741 40261.

Staffordshire Regiment: Annual reunion on
Sept 12 at Whittington Barracks, Lichfield.
Details from RHQ, The Staffordshire Regi-
ment, Whittington Barracks, Lichfield, Staffs
WS14 9PY (sae please).

Coldstream Guards (pre-1949): A reunion
for those who joined the regiment before 1949
is to be held at Windsor on Sept 25. For details
send sae to Peter Horsfall, 222 Leigh Hunt
Drive, Southgate, London N14 6DS.

4th Regiment RA: All ranks reunion, Royal
Hotel, Walsall, Oct 3. Details from Pete Lazell
on 0171 341 5278 or 01902 570942.

Combined Irish Regiments OCA: Quarterly
meeting and AGM, Oct 3, in London. Member-
ship details on receipt of sae at 51 Fakenham
Road, Beetley, Dereham, Norfolk NR20 4BT.
Serving members heartily welcome.

20 Regiment RA: Reunion planned for week-
end Nov 14-15 at Devizes, Wilts. Details from
R (Geordie) Graham, 60 St Mary's Grove,
Nailsea, near Bristol BS48 4NJ (01275
852781).

6 Boys Training Regiment, Royal Signals,
Beverley (1950-55): Reunion of ex-boys to be
held in Beverley or York in year 2000. Ring
Ray Toyne on 01904 765137 or Tony Hull on
01202 770261.

APPOINTMENTS

Brigadier: | D T McGill — To Director OCE J6
HQ Land, May 28.

Colonel: G M S Shipley — To BLO EW/CIS
(USA), June 7.

Lieutenant-Colonels: N C Best RA — To
RA Range Hebrides, July 13; J J Bethell
REME — To DGES(A), Aug 31; J Dryburgh, R
Signals — To SHAPE, Feb 22; B W George

REME — To HQ ATRA, Aug 17; J R M Palmer
KRH - To JSCSC, Aug 3; M W L Theobald
RGR - To BLO Germany, Sept 21.

Retirements

Colonels: S J Durnford, late RAMC, May
31; SN L Fogden, late AAC, May 31; N J Hol-
land, late REME, June 1; R A Wright, late R
Signals, June 5.

Arborfield apprentices (Intakes 50A and
50B) reunion. Ring Clem Clements on 01604
712128 or Tom Lennox on 01428 865225.

Ex-Pompadour would like to contact members
of 3 R Anglian (1971-73), B, Support and
Command Coys, particularly Dmr Carl Rathzel.
Stationed Alanbrooke Barracks, Paderborn,
Belfast and Londonderry. Replies to Garry F
Muir, 9 Aitken Road, Kilnhurst, Mexborough, S
Yorks S64 5UB (tel 01709 571492).

Next RAF and Defence Fire Service Associ-
ation reunion in October. Details from Bob
Feather, Co-ordinator North, Bank House,
Railway Cottages, Station Road, Bolton
Percy, York YO23 7AP (01904 744375).

Windsor School, Hamm (1953-1983) ex-
pupils, staff and anyone connected with the
school sought for regular reunions and
newsletter. Contact Mrs Gill Walker, Lyndale,
Nations Hill, King's Worthy, Hants SO23 7QY.
She would also like to know if there is a soci-
ety for former pupils of Slim School, Malaya.

Have you ever marched ten miles on a broken
leg? Or mysteriously found strength you never
knew you had? Or been injured yet carried
someone to safety? Television researcher for
BBC's Mysteries programme would like to
hear your amazing stories. Call Helen in confi-
dence on 0181 752 7000 or fax on 0181 752
5677. No obligation to take part.

A free Lost Trails website for finding ex-mem-
bers of the Services has been opened by John
Gray (ex-RAMC corporal). It also deals with
the history of the RAMC and can be found at
http://www.BArmy.co.uk

Author wishes to hear from BEF members
who had contact with Varian Fry in the Mar-
seilles area during 1940-41. Fry smuggled out
300 or so soldiers as well as many intellectu-
als, writers, artists and scientists fleeing from
the Gestapo. Write to Andy Marino, F/262
Finchley Road, London NW3 7AA (tel 0171
431 4898, fax 0171 431 7636).

Author and member of Military Vehicle Trust
seeks details, photos, literature, Service and
contract details which might be useful for a
book on motor cycles used in the Armed
Forces. Contact C J Orchard, 14 St Margarets
Gardens, Melksham, Wilts SN12 7BT.

lan D Gordon, 6 William Street, Queens Park,
Nairn, IV12 5DS seeks news of Piper P Hart,
HQ Coy, 2nd Seaforths and Johnnie
Dubiswaski, who served at Elgin,
Morayshire, and anyone who served with Jack
Macrae in 501 London Scottish Engineers.

Granada Television's You've Been Framed
programme wants clips for its next series. It
pays £250 a clip (ideally on VHS) and will not
broadcast without all the participants’ permis-
sion. Send clips and a brief letter to Louise
Wilcockson, FREEPOST, You've Been
Framed (no stamp necessary).

Military collector Danny Burt has a uniform
which belonged to the late Col S G [§ Paine,
Royal Marines, and would like to hear from
anyone who served with him. Replies to 26
Wonnacotts Road, Okehampton, Devon
EX20 1LX.
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War on neglect: Louise Thompson (9),
above, at Edgware War Memorial with
examples of rescued rolls of honour

Names on a memorial: Louise’s great-
great grandfather, Pte Roderick Thomp-
son, centre top, with comrades of the
20th (Tyneside Scottish) Bn, Northum-
berland Fusiliers. He was among more
than 57,000 British killed on the first day
of the Somme, July 1, 1916

Louise’s
big day

JULY 1, 1998 was marked down as a
very special day in nine-year-old Louise
Thompson’s diary.

On the 82nd anniversary of the fate-
ful first day of the 1916 Battle of the
Somme, on which her great-great
grandfather, Pte Roderick Thompson,
died, she had an appointment in White-
hall to lay a living laurel on the Ceno-
taph in a ceremony attended by
Countess Mountbatten of Burma.

Presented to her by Chelsea Royal
Hospital In-Pensioner Sgt Eric Skentle-
bury, the laurel was to be blessed in a
service attended by dozens of other
schoolchildren to mark Friends of War
Memorials (FOWM) Founder’s Day.

L The charity, founded by ex-Royal
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Marine Ian Davidson to protect and
rescue neglected and abandoned war
memorials, will have a stand at the
Royal Tournament between July 21 and
August 2.

On show will be several examples of
rolls of honour rescued by Mr Davidson
and others from vandalism or from
falling into the hands of private collec-
tors and scrap dealers.

4

@ 34 (Northern) Signal Regiment (V) has
become the first Signals unit to achieve
Investor in People (IIP) accreditation.

® Teresa Gorman, MP for Billericay, visited
the 6th Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regi-
ment (V) for an open evening at Chelmsford.

® Twelve TA Royal Military Policemen from
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Southampton-based 163 Provost Company
RMP toured Alderney and its 14 forts on bikes
during a three-day visit to the Channel isle.

® More than 350 TA soldiers from 6 R
Anglian, 202 Battery RA and Cambridge
University OTC took on enemy troops from |
RGR during Exercise Viking Storm at Thet-
ford, East Anglia.

Catford TA
sappers do
their bit for
returning
ospreys

ON a lake somewhere in the south of
England a breeding pair of ospreys may
be sitting pretty . . . thanks to the Territo-
rial Army sappers of 223 Headquarters
Squadron, part of 101 (London) Engi-
neer Regiment (EOD).

The Catford-based engineers put their
training to good use by con-
structing a nesting site for the
rare birds of prey which have
been seen in the area for the
first time since before the First
World War. The last pair were
said to have been shot by a
landowner who believed the
birds had eaten his trout. In
recent years ospreys have been
seen again over the lake, but
failed to nest.

It is hoped a platform built
by the sappers in the middle of
the lake will encourage the
ospreys to settle. It would be
the most southerly nesting site
in England.

The present landowner had
tried various unsuccessful
designs to tempt the ospreys
before calling in the TA.

A team of 12 from 223 Sgn
sunk a 9m tree into a small
island in the middle of the lake
and later added a platform.

Cpl Andy Paterson said: “It
felt good to be doing a worth-
while conservation job and to
be giving something back to the
community. It was brilliant training as an
engineering
task using the
skills that we
have been
taught.”

The site of
the new nest-
ing platform is
being kept a
secret to pro-
tect the birds.

One of the
team said: “We
could tell you
where it is . . .
but then we
would have to
feed you to the
ospreys.”

Bird man: Cpl Andy
Paterson, who wove the
nesting platform



LT COL (Retd) Don Smith has become the
first Briton, civilian or military, to receive the
Larnaca Medal, effectively the Freedom of the
Cypriot town. Don
(pictured), who is
retiring as station
staff officer from
Dhekelia Garrison
after 47 years' ser-
vice, was honoured
for raising thousands
of pounds for charity
in the island and for
fostering good rela-
tions between the
Greek Cypriot com-
munity and British Forces. The contribution of
Don’s wife, Peggy, was also recognised by
Mayor George Lycourgos during a ceremony
in Larnaca Town Hall.

Still in Cyprus, more than 1,200 people filed
into the ancient Curium amphitheatre to listen
to the Band and Bugles of The Light Division,
the Bugles of the 1st Battalion, The Light
Infantry and the Pipes and Drums of the 1st
Royal Tank Regiment. The concert raised
money for the Army Benevolent Fund.

Colours of the four battalions of The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers and the unique “Drum-
mer’s Colour”, which dates back to the Battle
of Wilhelmstadt in 1762, were paraded when
the regiment marked the 50th anniversary of
being granted the Freedom of Newcastle
upon Tyne. After a service in the Cathedral
Church of St Nicholas, the regiment marched
through the city, with the salute taken by the
Lord Mayor and the Duke of Northumberland,
Honorary Colonel of the 6th (Northumberland)
Battalion.

The Prince of Wales has agreed to
extend his patronage of the Ulysses Trust
for five more years. The trust exists to help
challenging expeditions and adventurous
training for Reserve Forces and cadets. It
can be contacted on 0171 589 5466, fax
0171 584 4447,

LCpl Colin Ashton of C (City of London
Fusiliers) Company, The London Regiment
presented Lech Walesa with a regimental tie
which the ex-president of Poland promised to
wear every St George's Day, regimental day
of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. Colin vol-
unteered to drive Lech Walesa during a visit to
London to raise funds for Polish flood victims.

nima
that's t

SINCE their arrival in Cyprus last
December on a six-month United Nations
tour, soldiers of the 1st Royal Tank Regi-
ment have been struck by the amount and
variety of wildlife — excluding feral cats
and dogs — in the Buffer Zone which they
patrol.

Because of the UN presence, indige-
nous game flourishes as nowhere else on
the island, with chukar, pheasant, wild
duck, snipe, woodcock, foxes, hares and
rabbits all resident in the British-con-
trolled Sector 2. Dogs and cats are an
occasional nuisance to peacekeepers
trying to sleep or run through the BZ.

At the outset of their tour, soldiers from
A Squadron were quickly made familiar
with the Cypriot love of hunting

bl
ne tankies

ff(er)s,

the chukar — known to the British as the
chuckor because of its distinctive “chuck-
kor” call. Similar in appearance to the red-
legged or French partridge, it has virtually
disappeared from many parts of Cyprus
because of over-hunting. Maj Iain Laver,
OC A Squadron, commented: “While the
UN is an inadvertent conservationist, we
are actually doing the people of Cyprus an
enormous service in safeguarding their
natural and national heritage.”

Meanwhile the regiment, which recruits
from Scotland, Liverpool and the North-
West of England, was last month prepar-
ing to hand over its duties to the next
roulement regiment.

® Cyprus special feature — Pages 16-19

when they encountered sports-
men who had illegally entered
the BZ in search of quarry.

The Green Line patrolled by
1 RTR between opposing Turk-
ish forces and Greek Cypriot
National Guard varies from
open farmland to shelled-out
streets and shops in the old city
area of Nicosia. Throughout
most of Sector 2 — the tankies’
area of responsibility — wildlife
enjoys a familiar benefit from its
close association with the
British Army.

Military training areas, at
least in Britain, are veritable
safari parks, where flora and
fauna can live largely undis-
turbed by man despite the odd
whiz bang and company
assault. While Cyprus’s BZ is
unique, the beneficial impact of
a British military presence on
local wildlife is much the same
as it is on Salisbury Plain,
Otterburn, Lulworth  and
Warcop.

The island’s national bird is

JULY

5: Royal Military Academy Sandhurst open
day, 1000-1700. Includes Red Devils, Gurkha
martial arts and kukri dance and guard dog
display, plus corps stands, sport and craft fair.
19: Aldershot Military Museum “Music and
Muskets” day, from 1330 (details on 01252
314598).

21-Aug 2: Royal Tournament, Earls Court.
Tickets: 0171 244 0244.

AUGUST
29-31: Military Vehicle Trust's fifth classic mil-

IDATES

itary vehicle show, Tilbury Fort, Essex.

SEPTEMBER

5-6: Berwick Military Tattoo, Berwick upon
Tweed, in aid of Service charities. Tickets on
01289 307427, credit cards 01289 307113.

NOVEMBER
20-21: Army Arts Society annual exhibition,
Medieval Hall, Salisbury.

® To include public events in this diary, con-
tact the Editor.

Place of angels: When WO1 Jimmy Betts (left) complet-
ed his appointment as regimental sergeant major of
Gateshead’s 72 Engineer Regiment (Volunteers), he
decided that the spectacular Angel of the North sculp-
ture should witness the formal hand-over of the RSM’s
pace stick to WO1 John Furness.

John, a local man from just up the road in Ashington,
Northumberland, had recently finished a tour as SSM at
Minley, Surrey, and was delighted to be posted back to
the North-East with the region’s only sapper regiment.

THE Duke of York (pictured), patron
designate of the Army Rifle Association,
has made a private visit to
its headquarters at Bisley
to acquaint himself with
the organisation’s target
shooting disciplines.
Escorted by ARA sec-
retary Col (Retd) Paddy
Chambers, Prince
Andrew, who is familiar with Service
shooting at skill-at-arms meetings, is to
take over as patron of the ARA from the
Queen before the end of the year.
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Who's a

cuddly
mascot?

Regimental wolfhound
Brian Boru, right, was a
centre of attention when 100
teenagers from all over
Northern Ireland enjoyed an
action-packed weekend of
boats, helicopters and sport
at the Army’s Ballykinler
Training Centre. The week-
end was organised by the
8th Battalion, The Royal
Irish Regiment, based in
Armagh and Tyrone.

Farewell to the Chief

SOLDIERS of the Royal Engi-
neers based at Minley said
farewell to the Engineer-in-
Chief in May when Brig lan
McGill left the Army’s senior
sapper appointment to take up
duties with NATO peace-keep-
ing forces in Bosnia.

Before flying away after a
rousing send-off from Gibraltar
Barracks, Brig McGill handed
over his role temporarily to Col
Steve Sherry.

S0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, July 1948

MAN-SNATCH!

Towards the end of last year, the Ameri-
can Army announced that it had carried
out a “man-snatch” and Soldier can now
give the exclusive story of experiments
that were made in Britain in 1945. It was
thought then that the idea would be oper-
ationally useful in Burma and the Pacific,
but the Japanese war was over before it
had been developed.

The neatest way of picking up a man is
by helicopter, but helicopters are still in
their early stages and, until they are
developed, the Services thought it would
be a good thing to have a method of
making a man-snatch with fixed-wing air-
craft.

First volunteer at the Royal Aircraft
Establishment at Farnborough was Capt
P J Lee-Warner, from SEAC. Estimated
chances of a fatal accident were one in 50.

72 YEARS AGO

From Soldier, July 1973

THICKER HIDES

After months of hush-hush strengthening
work in Army workshops throughout the
UK the 500 “pigs” of Northern Ireland now
have thicker hides. As a result of this
operation, soldiers patrolling Ulster
streets in “pigs” (one-ton armoured per-
sonnel carriers) now have improved pro-
tection against IRA weapons.

=
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Kaped Kingsmen
THAT British military uniforms still have
a profound affect on ordinary men and
women in the streets was born out by
recent Keeping the Army in the Public Eye
(KAPE) tours in Moss Side, Manchester
and Liverpool’s Toxteth area.

The 1st Barttalion, The King’s Regi-
ment, which recruits exclusively in the two
cities, returned not long ago to Weeton
Barracks, Preston from, among other
duties, a two-year stint in Cyprus. It reports
that the KAPE tours, led by Maj Gary
Deakin, were hugely successful, attracting
considerable interest among hundreds of
young people and raising the Army’s pro-
file in large ethnic communities.

s o o TiRZLY

AMONG all the many thousands of words
written about last month’s State visit of the
Emperor of Japan to Britain, and the angry
reaction of former Far East prisoners-of-
war, few stories caught the imagination as
did an incident recounted in The Times.

Reporting on the Emperor’s appearance
at Cardiff Castle, the newspaper noted that
Monica Yabsley, 72, arrived to protest
wearing on her lapel the labour camp
badge of her late husband, Ray, bearing
his prison number, 12813.

The story went on: “It was spotted by
another veteran, Glyn Thomas, 76, from
Neath. ‘Good God,” Mr Thomas exclaimed, ‘I
was 12812. | remember Ray well.’ The
couple, who had never met, exchanged
hugs, a few tears and memories of a prison
camp in Java to which 1,000 men were
assigned and from which only 270 survived.”

Looney Tooney: Lifelong Newcastle United
supporter SSgt Mick Thornton (pictured)
condemned himself to
wearing the red-and-
white stripes of arch
rivals Sunderland as a
result of a heat-of-the-
moment promise. Coach
to the 201 (Northern)
Field Hospital (V)
women's tug of war {
squad, the Regular Army h et
NCO spurred on his losing team in a competi-
tion at Aldershot by promising to wear a Sun-
derland strip if they won . . . which they did.

Solihull School Combined Cadet Force
celebrated its centenary with a parade
inspected by Vice Admiral Michael Gretton.
Music was provided by the Normandy Band of
the Queen'’s Division. Army units represented
on the day included the Royal Engineers, 30
Signal Regiment, the REME, 202 Field Hospi-
tal (V) and 5 Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.

Ex-RCT officer Eddie Bell, SSAFA Forces
Help’s man in Hartlepool, has spent two
years collecting the names of the town’s
war dead since the end of the 1914-18 con-
flict. Now the Town Council is backing a
plan to have them honoured on a memorial.

Airlift stamped in the memory

FIFTY years ago Berlin became the centre
of world attention — and the possible spark
for Armageddon — when the Soviet Union
attempted to drive the Western Allies out
of the city.

That they failed was due to the Berlin
Airlift, an extraordinary operation which
changed the course of history.

As the Soviets tightened their grip on
the city’s road, rail and canal routes, it
became apparent that Berlin’s people —
including its British garrison — would have
to be supplied by air . . . or starve. Opera-
tion Kanicker involved mainly British
Dakotas flying in food and other essentials
to prevent the city being abandoned to the
Russians.

The mainly-Royal Air Force operation
lasted from August 4, 1948 until October
6 the following year.

Between the end of June 1948 and
August 1, 1949, 266,600 sorties were
flown, supplying more than two million
tons of coal, food, fuel and military sup-
plies to a population of 2.2 million.

To mark the anniversary, the Defence
Postal and Courier Services Agency has
issued a commemorative cover, available
after June 26 from all BFPO Counters or
the Philatelic Bureau, Inglis Barracks, Mill
Hill, London NW7 1PX. The commemo-
rative covers cost £3.50 each and cheques
or postal orders should be made payable to
HMG 2158.



j which we
ask soldiers
for their
views on

' ' an issue

How do you feel about the
Army’s image on Cyprus?

Recently Cyprus and the British Army
have been in the news for all the wrong
reasons. The Army’s response to the trou-
ble has been to impose tight controls on
the garrison. But what do ordinary Service-
men and women think about this problem.
We asked soldiers serving on the island.

Pte Kevin Slater,
1LI

It’s just one or two
soldiers but all the
battalions get
blamed. Most of the
younger locals are
OK and we get on
with them. But if
there is any trouble, we jump in a taxi
and go. We just want to enjoy the year
that remains for us on the island.

Pte Jamie Peacock, 2 R Anglian

We are getting blamed
for something we
didn’t do. However, |
can understand that
there need to be cur-
fews from time to time,
as a lot of the locals do
tend to expect us to be
all the same. However,
they are beginning to
notice that this regi-
ment has behaved well. We haven't had any
trouble.

Cpl Ian Brindle,
REME

It's difficult, because
any minor incident
can be blown out of
proportion. Soldiers
need to realise that
when they are out
and about they can’t
make fools of them-
selves. We need to be seen clearly as
doing the job that we are paid to do; any
bad press that we get is bad for the

The regular
feature in

Army. But incidents are isolated, and it is
one or two idiots who need educating.

LCpl John
Brickley, 1 LI

Our image is not fair.
People think we are
causing trouble all the
time, but we are not. |
don’t like the way we
are portrayed,
because actually we
are pretty responsible.

We do go out together, but while most of the
guys will drink, a few will stay sober to sort
out any trouble.

Sgt John Campbell,
AGC

The situation affects
us in the form of
restrictions. They are
well-intended, and
they don’t affect me
too much because
I'm married. But the
situation here is sim-
ilar wherever you go. It’s usually because
of soldiers not understanding locals and
vice versa and it’s compounded by the
press who are after stories.

LCpl Ken Tuckey,
RLC

Many civvies don't like
us, but the majority of
us take the blame for
the offensive behaviour
of one or two. Even if
the trouble involves
visiting ships, we take
the rap for it. But in
spite of it all, | get on OK with the Cypriots.

LCpl Jim Cooley, 2 R Anglian

My experience down town is that the
locals have taken to our regiment better
than they have done to others. We
haven’t had any trouble. We feel that if we
treat the locals right, then we tend to get

Interviews: Graham Bound  Pictures: Mike Weston

the same back. We're
under a curfew, but it
doesn’t bother me
because I'm not a big
drinker. It does bother
me, though, that one
person who is not in
the unit can mess it
up for everyone. That
needs looking at.

Pte Stephen Gillespie, 2 R Anglian
The Army fits in quite
well with the locals.
We build things and
give them jobs. The
Cypriots seem very
friendly to us. If a unit
or regiment gets into
trouble, it should be
that unit which is pun-
ished. Otherwise it's
not fair.

Lt Nick Faint,

2 R Anglian

I've had a lot of deal-
ings with the Cypri-
ots and they are very
obliging and ready to
help. | understand
the Commander
British Forces’ posi-
tion on curfews and
at the moment the curfews are OK. But if
they go on too long then it may be dis-
heartening for the troops.

Cpl John Wilsher, RLC

It does affect us, especially if you want to
use your time off to go
somewhere and, for
example, stay in a
good hotel. We're
under the spotlight and
as soldiers we stick
out. But we do our
best, dressing well and
being polite to the
locals. We do try not to
upset anyone.
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AN OFFER OF VERY LITTLE INTEREST
TOHM FORCES PERSONNEL

LOWEST EVER INTEREST RATES ON ALL NEW VOLVO MODELS

Interest in the stunning new Volvo range from the motoring press and public has never been higher.
Interest on a loan to BUY a new Volvo has never been lower!

Volvo Car Finance Ltd, Volvo's own finance company, has just completed its first highly successful year.

To celebrate, Volvo Car UK (Tourist and Diplomat Sales) are reducing finance rates for a strictly limited period
from 7.5% flat rate to just 5.25%* - with APR from only 10.2%

EXAMPLE ON THE ROAD 540 1.8 MANUAL The savings are considerable, but to qualify you must place
On the Road Price Lizie g0 your order for a new Volvo before September 30th 1998*.
Deposit 10% £1,204,50 i u . g

To avoid disappointment, call our sales hotline now:

Balance £10,840.00
First Payment* £303.10
Followed by 58 Monthly Payments of £228.10

Final Payment £263.10
Charge for Credit £2,945.50
Total Amount Payable £14,990.50
APR 10.4% Alternatively, Completc the coupon below and we will
* An credit facily fee of £75 is added 1o the first payment, and the final payment inchides . " . N

£2599 Opton'on send you full details of this exceptional offer.

VOLVO

Tourist & Diplomat Sales

*Finance subject to status from Volvo Car Finance Ltd. Available to all HM Forces applying to purchase tax free Volvos for overseas posting.
Offer applies to new vehicle orders placed with Volvo Car UK (Tourist & Diplomat Sales) between 1st May and 30 September 1998.
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olvo Car UK Ltd, Tourist & Diplomat Sales, Freepost 30, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7AR England. VOLVO
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Mercedes-Benz - Tax Free!
from £14,502

Mercedes-Benz Piccadilly is the UK’s
Diplomatic & Tourist Sales office and our
team have wide military
experience. Make the most of current
exchange rates combined with military

specialist

discount on selected models for the

C-class from £14,502, E-class from £17,544, SL from £39,040"

Mercedes of your choice. Qur cars are
naturally available in left or right hand
drive for most markets worldwide
including UK specification and we continue
to offer excellent delivery times.

Call today for full details.

Mercedes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz Piccadilly
Diplomatic & Tourist Sales, Mercedes-Benz (UK) Ltd, 78 Piccadilly, London W1V 0AQ
Tel: 0171 491 5500 Fax: 0171 409 1708 Email: sales@export.mercedes-benz.co.uk

+ Prices correct at 8/5/98



