










A streamlid Army, with kwe+r 
weapons and vehicles but able to 
strike swiftly, hard and oftem, is being 
planned for the age of nuclear warfare BUILDING *. A SIMPLER, SWIFTER ARMY 

as in higher standards of leader- 
ship, greater skill and endurance, 
and simpler weapon systems. Ex- 
cept for the load on the soldier 
and the weight of pieces of equip- 
ment, ‘lightness’ has no military 
value, in fact, lightness, in the 
sense of a lack of administrative 
support i s  likely to lead to weak- 
ness.” 

Supply is the big problem. 
Nuclear weapons. have arrived, 
but not as yet the new forms of 
suppl to operate in nuclear war. 

“A8 large terminals, such as 
established nods and modem air- 

by using cheap, cross-country 
load-carrying vehicles based on 
civil production; by introducing 
vertical-lift and short-take-off 
aircraft which can raise heavy 
loads and function indepen- 
dently of airfields and without an 
elaborate system of flying con- 
trol. In this way supply linea 
would be less vulnerable, more 
flexible and better dispersed. 

Mass production of heavy- - 
load helicopters is “still some 

As for the Army’s weapons, 
way off.” 

the object now is to keep them 
simple and light, and to avoid 
too many types. They must be 
portable by air. They must not 
impede river crossings. 

In any future land war, equip- 
ment will have to he either self- 
contained with its crew within 
armoured protection, or capable 
of beingeasilyandquicklydug in. 

Some heavy equipment there 
must be, but it must be cut to the 
minimum. 

The main weapons for which 
the Army is providing in the im- 

mediate future are the Conqueror 
tank, for destroying such enemy 
heavy armour as may hold up 
Centurions; the L70 light anti- 
aircraft gun. with its associated 
radar, a potent weapon against 
low-flying aircraft, the FN rilie; 
and the new sub-machine-gun. 
All arms are to have new wire- 
less equipment. 

Finally, the Army can look 
forward to operating a surface- 
to-surface guided missile, to be 
used tactically by a commander 
in the field at his discretion. 

OMORROW‘S ArnJr mmt k pdaa oll lbe mark, with 
fewavchifla. It -pack r b u d  a prmeb never ,  with 
fewer wacyor 

Tkfeafcn bedoll0 kr8ely by ~ o f ~ n n p o f  
V s b * k r M d -  

T Tbb clord.IILe la Ith’t 

Thw and 0 t h  probkms of 
the Army’sfutureareoufiinedby 
the Secretary for War, Mr. defend the homeland; 
Antony Head, in a Memoran- 
dum to this year’s Army htim- 
ates. The Army’s main tasks are 

To provide strong land forces 
ready for instant action in‘ the 
defence of Western Europe; 

To provide additional forces 
for tighting communist guerillas 
in Malaya, for mtoring order in 

ready to remforce Bntish d~m- 
sions on the Contlllent and to 

To train rcacrvists for the new 
Mobile Defence Corps. 

T h e  taslu do not call for 
several armiea-they call for one 
army. “We cannot afford anum- 
her of private armies’,” says Mr. 
Head; “we must he abk to switch 
in&viduals and units from one 
task to the & at short notice.” 

whether the Army operates in 

simplxfy and speed up methods 
of supply. 

Them probkms have been 
studied during the past winter. 
As a result “experimMtal arm- 
isations” will be tested this m. 
Units and formations chosen 

for tbesc twts will lost some of 
their existing weapons and a 
great many vehides-all in the 
intusst of mobility. 

But the division, as a lighting 
f m t i o n .  is likely to stay. 
“There are some advocates of 

‘light divisions,’ and othcm who 
urge the wrganidon  of armies 
on oonrmsndo lina. The cssartial 
differences between the tunour 
‘Ldt  Division’ of the Peninsala 

NUCLEAR WAR I 
fields, and all permanent routes, 
such as roads, railways and in- 
ladd waterways, are 6xed and 
known. They will, therefore, be 
extremelv vulnerable to attack by 

Cffltinved 
Kenya, for mainiaining d- nuclear warfare, or- pursues W& and other formations of the 

provide the corporals dence and stability in other parts guerillas in jungles. there is same period, and between the 
’ and privates Of the of the world, notably in the urgeat need to shpllfy weapon commaadosand the battalionsof 

systems; to reduce the number the line in the lpst war lay not 10 Senior non-commissioned MU m; 
Oh and Office” of the rank To train Territorial forces . and variety of vehiclaa; and to much in any form of ‘liglmd of cautain and above must be I enemy and guided I&- 

siles.“ % 

The threat may be diminished 
found from vohmteea 

“We want voluntoxs from all 
arm of the Servjw: says Briga- 
dier G. P. D. Blacker, the 6rst 
Director of the Mobik Defence 
corps. “I think we s y l  get 
them. It is a brand-new lob and 
an interesting one. We shpll stan 
from @match and build up every- 
thing, including an esprit-de- 
carps.“ 

Brigadier Blacker may well go 
into history BS the ‘‘father" of the 
Mobile Defence Corps. He was 
chief of S U I T  in Anti-AiFcraft 
Command until tlrree w&s b e  
fore the Corpe was annound. 
tbcn he moved into the War 
office to start Ius new work. SOL- 
DIER found @ wredh# with 
some of the problcms which 
stytiq a new corps involves. 

Est.blishmcnts? We IVC try- 
ingtowitethcmnow. Medioal 
~ 7 T h e ~ b l n n C l l  
of War OlXce is working on that 
now. The men wiU have to be 
pretty fit. Rsscue work and 5% 
6ghbng are strenuous. cap  
badge? Yes, I’ve kro I$inLm 
about that, It wi l l  hve to be 
something pretty Simple. I would 
like some sugggtions.” 

B STRIPES 
National Servicemen provide 

ooaquprter of the Army’s cor- 
porals and onehalf of its lance- 
corporals. They serve as junior 
NCO8 for an avcrnge of 10 
months. 

More than half the Army’s 
tradesmen are National Service. 
men. In 8omc highly-slrilled 
trades the proportion of National 
sBviaMnisalmost70pcrcent. 

-.-- In Rhine Armv the corres- month in mch d i k i &  

ON THE M O V E  
More than ux),000 sol&, ?e 

stationed o~~rseas, from Britlah 
Guisna to Korea. 

Excl- the British Army of 
the Rhinc, 186Dl!l officers and 
men were moved in 1954-55 
between Brit& and o v m  
commands, or from one ov- 
command to another. With than 
moved 29,m members of tbci 
fa& and 21,000 sddiers on 
leave. 

Cyprus; it is likely that Viscounts 
will soon be introduced and& 
about three years’ time-Britan- 
nias. 

In the Far East, air trooping 
puts an extra 1400 or 1XW men 
inthefieldfor 10,000movedeach 
year. 

Aiirpassages to the Far East 
and Middle East cost the Army 
less per head than sea passages. 

GENERAL 
Army hospitals at Millhank, 

London and Cowglen in Scotland 
are to be modernised. 

The training of girls in the un- 
commissioned ranks of Queen 
Akxandra’s Royal Army Nura- 
ing Corps is being reviewed. 
More emphasis is being put on 
nursing as against military train- 
ing. 

In 1954 ,new. churches were 
built in almost every overseas 
command. The number of con- 
firmation candidates increased 
from 2900 in 1953 to 3600 in 
1954. 

In Korea and Japan 16 per 
cent fewer men went into hos- 
pital than during the previous 
year; in the Middle East 22 per 

of families and 211,000 rdct*rs 
on k v e .  (All thcge arc ‘single 
journey’ Qures). 
Two new troopships, the 

Nevusa and the Oxfordshire. 
s h d d  be in servia in 18 
montba Five others have now 

RhiDcArmyisnowbyair. T k  
recently opened savi- from 
sinawre carries 1m - 

off~cem is to be r e d d  In tech- 
nical arms, Oftifms are’ still short, 
but a valuable contribution is ex- 
mttd from W d k k  co~spe .  MAN, WOMAN AND BOY.. . 
which now contains its quota-$ 
I50 boya. The first hatch wdl 
complete their two-year course at 
the College this summer and go 
to sandhurat 

REGULARS 
. The number of men who en- 
listed from civil life on a 22-vcar 

. 
HE total strength of the Active Army, including the 
two women’s corps and boys, ~~(1440,784 on 31 Decem- 

Tbcr, 1954. This was a dffna+ of only 213 compared 
with the previous year, but of more than l0,W cornpand 
with December 1952. 

Of the total, 18,729 male otkera and 192,101 men we& 
long-servics Regulars. National smiosmsn povidrd 5028 
offiem and 199,807 men. The two women’s corps totalled 
P31C ”._.”. 

engagement in 1954 %ts 18,225, 
W‘r-”Lnp 61 per * F f . o f  all 
men recruited from ctnl life. 
T h e m e  forthe precedbg year 

The number of men rccruted to normal Regular engage- 
ments during the year, from ciW life and from sewing 
soldias, was 35,675; in addition, 2784 boys were enlisted. 
The total wan 3336 less than in 1953 and 13,418 LESS than was 49 per cent. in 1%7 

cent fewer. 
There w~ll  be fewer mjections 

for soldiers when a new com- 
bmed vaccine is introduced. 
effective against both tetanus and 
enteric disutses. 

An intensive investigation is 
still being carried out in the 
Canal Zone into outbreaks of 
enteric fever. 

Soldiers paid 17,000,000 visits 
to Army Kinema Corporation 
cinemas in 1953-54. 

Troops at home have had more 
meat and sugar since last Novem- 
ber: thev had been worse off in 

Almost twice as many Regu- 
lars on the old type of engage 
ment p r o l m  their service to 
12yearsin1954asintheprevi- 

’ ous vear: thanks. no doubt to 

- 
It was estimated that by April 1955 the Active Army would 

be down to 435,000 and by April 19% to 410,500. 
The Tmitorial Army, on 1 January, 1954, waa 297,444 

strong, of whom 65,101 were normsl volunhrs, 54.900 
National Service v o l u n ~  and 177,443 part-time Natioasl 
Savioemen. In atlditim the Territoriai Army iwluded 
8567 members of the Women‘s Royal Army Corps and 197 
of Queen Alexandra‘s Royal Army Nursing Corps Tbc 
Army Emarscncy Reserve (excluding women) was 158,869 
monk 
The Home Guard at the end of 1954 had 37,000 carolled 

msmbers and a reserve roll of 39,000, makiq a totll 9f 
76,- inReaSe Of 14,000 Over the p l ’ 0 V h 1  year. 

- ~ ,  __ ~ .-.. ._ 
the &y hxeasea and h ’ t i e s  
introduced in April 1954. 

The dect on men nerving on 
the nnv type of engaga%ent 
(three years and 22 years) cannot 
yet be a d .  but of thoae who 
have decided to extend beyond 
three years, 67 per cent have 
chosm to extend to 12 years 
rather than to six. 

Darnmit. Fonthawe. WE never 
rode into action on fire engines!” 











An infantqmm ond m Sapper help to tit. droinoac piper. 

INFANTRY LEARNED A TRADE (Continued) I 

But the Howards were not 
"green" for long; m n  they were 
moving about the roof girders 
like experienced "spidermen." 
Finally, they were erecting a 
complete single shed in two-and- 
a-half days, a job which had 
taken them ten days at the start. 

To speed the work still further 
the Green Howards were offered 
an afternoon's holiday each week 

, if they completed their tasks on 
time. Not once did they lose it. 

AU the material which has 
gone into the building of the 
depot was sent to Cyprus from 
the Canal Zone. Some of it had 
belonged to the ill-starred Mack- 
innon Road project. 

Recently, Field-Marshal Sir 
John Harding visited the depot 
and congratulated aU ranks. 

SLIT T.RENCH 
This pipe-line was no pipe-dream-it 

involved 18 months hard (but honour- 

able) labour for, Sappers in Cyprus 

For tarts like thn. those lop exerciw were useful ofter oil. 

b 
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HEN Qiaapi w m  
Eboem am thc site for 
huddle Eilsrs new 

town in Cmro one d the bigger 
problem facing the p h m m  
w ~ s s b o r t a g e d m t e r . .  

There was no piped supply in 
the area, which had always suf- 

the semi-tropical summers. The 
local wells were quite m a k  
quare. But up III the hills, 
miles away at Kassousa, was 
sprmg estimated to he capable 
providmg the new headquarterl , 
with half a milhon gaUons L 
b y .  

To hue civtlian contracton to 
build a pipe-line would bw 
bsdn too d y ;  50 the task wps 
vm to the Sappcn of 35 F W  L aslrimset, RoN Eegi- 

nesn. It ha6 thca, 18 
mtmtba !o con%&&. 
Thc lob was back-brcplrinl 

and often heart-break- Evcfy 
fcat of pipe had to be laid by 
hand in a trench at lcast two 
f n t d D e p a U d t h e ~ y h . d t 0  
b. avity fed. No pumpin# & wacavailabk. Inthe 
highest partaof tbe hills, deep, 
shecrsidsd rim bpnlu .ad 
wderah.cwn &Lf+aad prewm- 
trd tbe tlae d,m(*Q trnqwt 

oitea storms ILd to be anias 
bydonkey. ovexthsrnae 
prec@ow a l i i  rock kaon 
o f ~ a n d ~ l a ~  

I W hht haapsrtm 

1 
fered from severe droughts m I 

&- - 
. .  

STRETCHED EIGHTEEN MILES II 

Lch: Not all the birn 
were undermround. 

. , .. .. . 
.~ 

. .  

theseSoc. 
Qrl h d s ,  the pipe h.0 bssD 

eat in coeacte to prevent it abift- 
hg. At 16 points along ita 
b g t h  thge am valve c h a m h  
for clcuing tbe h e  of air and 
dirt. 

Ncarlydltbc ingwasscnt 
from the Canal %e, but as it 
was not 4 of one sim the Re& 

were kept 
for linkin# 

had to manhandle the h v y  
pipea, sanetimca formore thpn a 
mile. 

when the ground was too 
r&y for the trench to be dug 
by hand or nxchand ' I n C F r a  

laid down explu3iw 
bl.tdapath.(ktl 

t 8 m i & d d d  
~ d ~ d u z b y l i p o e .  Oftm 
thsdircctioDdtbcpiplinu 
changed IQ avoid dama&g 
treeas 
For muh of its I& tbe . Meanwhile, Cypriot labourera 

h e  follows a r d y  river & in Epislropi were m w g  a mm- 
inancoreofplacesi thubadto voir to hold U a million 

whso somm v*ltal e= RcgrmnttbcppClincwru 
be'cpnisd acrw rim: At nrh 

piers, m w o f  than 14 f n t  high, only 20 feet from the reaervoir. 
to prevent the ipe bcmg w a w  It had been tcated the day More 
away when &e rivcrs arc UI azni the Sappera r a i d  a cbesr a8 
flood. hitit,dwiugthetor- water &at trickkd and thcn 
rential rains last winter two pipss gushed out of the pipe. 
w m  torn from thsir piers and "It was a great moment for 
are, 35 f n t  long, vanished from us." said Captain N. PraMtt, of 

42 Fidd Squadr~Q, 
which wit@35 Fidd 
Squadrtm bnilt tb 

work but it was 
worth' it. The bds 
are partictl larly 
~ y f o r t h i s i s o n c  
pbfronlwhichthsy 
Qll Klc rul m8ulfs:' 

ntpplY 
to the new hand- 
quprtaatormiSnOW 
.mus4€oraraunu 
supply has' bean 
found in nearby 
Happy Valley and 
pipd into tbc moia 
line from the mo1111- 

timr4 ths Sappar builtcoaiwtc 

ez- '*It - 

mi, rabr - k k rlni.r w. 
w1*hrJ1.n cur.* d 4. @ins. 

i m  Some were in-mid-air. 
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"You will be glad to k m  I am 
no longq in the barrack-mom, hut 
have been given o loom of my own." 

"I tal them is little doubt 01 to 
the wintw of the initicrtire test." 
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