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T was. every Member's' chance to say 
what, in hls opinion, was wrong (or even I right) wlth the  British Amy. 

An enviable opportunity, you might sup- 
pose; yet af one.stage the attendance in the 
g o u s e  of Commons for this year's debate on 
the ArmyEstimates was so small that there 
was a danger of the  House being counted 
out, and the  Opposition dwindled right down 
to nine. 
Those who stayed. the course - and the 

argument went o n  for more than ten-and-a-halt 
hours - were mainly the military enthusiasts 
who speak year after year in this debate; men 
who could draw on their own Army experience 
or could quote the recent experiences of their 
sons in uniform. 
This year there was a contribution from a 

Member who confessed that, when serving in 
the Forces, he "never reached a rank higher 
than that of private." 

There were several promises of new weapons 
for the British soldier. The Minister for War, 
Brigadier Antony Head, spoke of a new anti- 
tank weapon - "It will b i n  the hands of troops 
by the end of the year, and it is a very good 
weapon indeed." The Under-Secretary for War, 
Colonel J. R. Hutchison, said that "an improved 
pattern of the medium machine-gun" was 
at "the pilot model stage." This was in reply 

HEN the House of Commons held its annual debate on W the state of the British Army, there were annouhca- 
ments of new weapons and Infantry-carrying vehicles. Mem- 
bers discussed these questions, among others: 

Should here be a special badge for fighting men? 

0 Has the Army far too many soft-skinned vehicles? 

Should there be "private armies" for raiding roles? 

0 Is the Royal Army Educational Corps necessary? 

0 Should the anti-aircraft arm become a separate corps? 

0 Should more warrant-officers be given commissions? 

. .  
to Brigadier 0. L. Prior-Palmer 
(Worthing) who had pointedly was the best rifle in Europe and frequent posting-'"soldiers have university candidates. How could 
asked: "Is there a new medium in the world. Yet if Britain alone a more expressive, hut less Parlia- more young men of officer type 
machine-gun or are we still to were to manufacture this rifle, mentary, term for this type of be attracted into the Army? One 
rely on the old Vickers with its her arsenals might be crippled treatment,, , We must cut down project the Minister had in mind 
16 stoppages in the lock alone?'' in war - and then what? The cross-posting because the British was to open the Military College 

Colonel Hutchison also said subject was dropped on a note Army is fiercely tribal." The re- of Science at Shrivenham to 
that a new cross-country armour- of hope; but a very distant hope. opening of regimental depots and young men of scientific minds. 
ed personnel-carrier was Coming Brigadier Head opened the the reviving of second battalions They could go there as an alter- 
into. production. "I saw them the debate by outlining the type of were moves in the right direction. native to Sandhurst, spend two 
other day at an Infantry demon- Army he hoped to produce with In the Army today, said years. take a Bachelor of Science 
stration at Warminster. being the aid of E491.000.000 and 555,000 Brigadier Head, there weru 33,500 degree and pass straight into the 
used in an exercise." This. again, men. He wanted an Army which officers; there ought to be about Army, The best engineering and 
was In reply to Brigadier Prior- a young man could look on as a 37,000. The deficiency could not scientific bra'lns came from gram. 
Palmer, who. had lamented tbe life career; yet one in which Re- he remedied by a sudden increase mar and secondary schools in the 
lack of some such vehicle, and gulars would not he compulsorily of 3000 officers, which would be North of England and in Scot. 
had recalled that he was the first retained. "We have decided to "disastrously unfair" when they 'land, and a project like thkmighl 
commander to send Infantry for- eliminate this compulsory reten- all reached the top of the promo- be  the means of tapping them. 
ward in Kangaroos (gutted Sher- ttm of Regulars as a matter of tion pyramid at the same time, To the surprise of some, per- 
man tanks). policy." he said. It could not be There ought to be an intake of haps, Brigadier Head said: "1 am 

News of the 230 automatic rifle done at once, but it would be 1000 officers a ,  year. At the firmly convinced that we must 
was discouraging. Everybody in done by September, 1953. moment we were getting 580 a cut down the number of vehicles 
the House, said Brigadier Head. A cause of discontent in the year from Sandhurst and 200 a in the -British Army." The reaSOnS 
Would q r c c  that the 280 rifle Army, sold Brigadier Head, W R S  year from National Service and "Wc cannot hope to enjoy the 

ARE PROMISED 

Captain Julion Snow (Ports- Rrig.C.Pclo(Devon,North),iormerChlei Mr. Jamer Simmans (Rricrl~y Hiil), Mr. R .  T. Pagct (Noi-thornpton) Brigadier FitrroyMaclean (Lor- 
caster). of "cloak and dagger" mouth. Centrolj,once ofthe Liaison Officer, 21 Army Group. said former private in ihc Worceslershlre begon o disquisition on military 

Colcutto Light Horse, spoke boys ought to be told more about the Regiment(he lost o ieg on V i m y  Ridge): history. He soid that the man fame. wanted to seesmoll roid- 
in9 parties formed and trained of jealousy between field Army.The RoyalArmouredCorprrhould thought the Army was "too feudal, at the sharp end should have 

and anti-aircraft Gunners. attract mechanically-minded youths. and there was "too much saluting." speciol pay and privileges. as Port of the Regulor ~\rrny. 

G E l O  , ' . 

Flashback: British Infantrymen riding in Kangaroos ( , , gu t t -  
ed" Shermonrj in Kronenburg. on the rood 10 Cleve, in Ger- 
many. New armoured personnel-carriers are on the way. 

A L I F E  
CAREER 

HE Army really doer 
offer o life career. A 

rnon can join at 18 and. if he 
shows any promise, he should 
be a corporal by the time he is 
24 and a serjeont by the time 
he is 19. If he marries early, os 
many do, o n d  i f  he gets pro- 
moted, os I have said. by the 
time he is 24 he wil l  be earning 
E8 o week a n d  by the time he is 
29 he will be earning SI0 o 
week. I f  he serves for 22 years 
-when. we can take it, he will 
be 40 and a serjeant-he wil l  
earn a pension of E2 CI weelc 
and tax-free fermlnol grant of 
€200. I f  he stays until he is  55 
o n d  if .  for instance-which is 
quite possible-he is promoted 
to warrant officer. he will have 
a pension of $6 a week and a 
terminal grant of $600." 

"I do not  t h i n k  thot is o bod 
career to offer to people in the 
Army." - Brlpodier Anrvny 
Heud. Minixrer for Wor. 
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D O W N  T H E  G E N E R A T I O N S  C O M E  E C H O E S  O F  i 

THE GUNNERS HONOUR 
A HERO OF INKERMAN 

THE "BIRKENHEAD DRILL" I S  

N the forward slope of 
Ford Park Cemetery. 0 Plymouth. the head- 

stone of a grave stood shroud- 
ed in a Union Jark .  

Therc was silenrr except. 
i(.Jr the light patter 01  rain, 
dnd then came the distant 
sound ot  music ~- th r  solenin 
inoles ot the Dead March from 
a military band. 

Slow-cndrchmg, il rolunrn of S U I -  
cliris advanccd up the  roadway 
l l l< i t  led th iuugh the t ie ldofgraves.  

Thc  R ~ n d  Aili l lerv had come 

A volley i s  fired over the re-discovered grave of 
Capt. Henry, who stuck to his guns ot lnkermon 

Soldiers on board o British troopship set an immortal example to the world 

HE 'Birkoilreud drill' is 
a drill which canuot be T found in any hook of in- 

structions. 

to p a y  115 rPsprrls to uac  Of its 
fcxm~ly whu diet1 murc t h m  811 
years *go, d Gunnar who wun 
the Victoi ia Cross two  yoars Ix-  
fore lhc *ward was maugurated. 

In some ways the serviw 01 
commemoration of 1952 W ~ S  not  
unlike the funeral  Of 1870. Two 
officers and 100 Gunners  formed 
the escort. A firing party 01 
se r jwn t  m d  12 men marched 
with a i m s  revcised R o t  this l i m y  
,?YC'<!l,t 10, Ill? II,,,ll,,l.li~,i 11,1111 

I t  consists, qulte s imply,  of 
stdnding fast. undcr perfect 
discipline. on a sinking ship. 
I1 was inspired by men of ten 
regiments whose bearing, when 
the troopship Birkenheud went 
to the hot towin  1852, thri1le:l 
not Only the rest of the Army 
but  all  the world. 

Rudyard Kipling, wiit inq years 
later of another  troopship wreck, 
described i t  thus: 

" T o  Hand and De sliil 10 lhe 
Birkrii'eod drill is o dornn i ~ i i g l i  
biilkl  1 0  chrw." 

SI! Julm Foitnscuo, l ~ ~ i i o ~ i ~ i ~ i  (,I 
(he Biitiah Army, wroto of the 
m e n  uf  the Birkenhend: "They 
W e i C  young soldiers in drafts of  

"Many troopships have beell 
wrecked since the Birkenheod, 
vet never has there been dis- 
oidcr; while at least twice - ~n 

e Woircn Floslings - sheer 
agnificmt discipline has saved 
hole battalions from dcstruc- 
n. Civilians, too, have  Caught 

infection from the Army; and 
c rc  British passenger-vessels 

wrecked, we read again and  
gain t h c  same story of freedom 

from panic, orderliness. patience 
anrl self-denial among British men 
~ n d  wumen. I t  has become a 
pnint o f  national honour that  
:hey should show themselves 
Northy of t hc  young soldiers of 
:he Birkcnhcod." 

The King of Prussia was one of 
hi* inany foreigners whose imayi- 
1 ~ 1 1 1 0 ~ 1  wds caught by the story 
i f  tho Birkrnheod. H e  ordered 
in account of the wreck to  be 
'edd .tu r v c q  rcglment of hi5 
l i lny.  

Thr!rc were 13 officers, nine 
.mjeants and 466 men aboard the 
3rkenhead. which was an all. 
roll paddle s teamer of 1400 tons. 
rhcy  hcid travriled from England 
o fight in  t l i r  Kaffir War, and 
N C C C  on lhr. I c i > t  l e g  of the lour- 

n e y .  frciii thr  Cdpr to Port Eliza- 
Iwth. With Ihtm were 20 women 
aiid chilriicii arid d C ~ F W  of nboul 

m 
Coplain Andrcw H e n r y  V l  

Twelve Times He 
Was Bayoneted 

lidstop1 dnd Baldcldva as wpl1, 

Whcn hc died suddonly in 1870 
he was d 45-yoai-old captain 
wi lh  l h r  c'o,ist L i ~ t g ~ i d r  d l  Ihc  
lkoyal Citadel. 

Mdior W i l s o n  l i i i n t c x l  in t h r  
records of Flymouth 's  Ihnridl 
places. rind lounrl the l o r ~ i t i o n  of 
the yrdve. And so th is  wet day 
of early spring the Citdrlel Gun- 
ilcis ot I'J.52 foimrtl  up by the 
grave. Brlvrc d group oi sprcta- 
tors who inr.ludrd Licut-General 
Slr Edmond S c h i e ~ b e r  jd Colonel 
C o m m a n d a n t  of t h e  Roylr l  AT- 
tillery). t h e  Lord M a y o r  of Ply- 
mouth and local Royal Naval and 
Royal Air Force r ~ . p i e ~ c n t ~ ~ t i ~ e ~ .  

With arms reverred, the escort oiGunnerr arrives thc c i t a t im  ~ ~ $ 5  i e d d  iby the 
for the graveside ceremony in  a Plymouth cemetery. Dlrertor of Royd l  A r t i l l ~ r y ,  Md- 

jur-Geuoral K. F. MorK. L ~ , w l s .  
Gcneral Lcwis thcn pulled d rord 
and thc Union  .lack f e l l  d w d v  to 
i r v ~ r i l  t h r  n i ~ ~ i i i ~ r i ~ ~ l  Ihr.ddstont, of 

Left: This headstone, in theshope of aV idor ia  Cross. 'irey coin,sh (ll,,l~ltc cdrvi.<i ,n 
now stands over the grave v i  (1 gallant Gunner. the shape of vtrtnrla cross, 

w>th  d h r u n r r  p l d q u  10 \vi1 thii 
wor id  dbo~il  t l i v  G o n n r ~ r  w h o  

1 

, .  
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I The scene on the sinking troopship. from the famous polntlng by Thomas M H c m y  
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