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** You asked for Benson and Hedges cigarettes, Madam "

Occasions of unique and special enjoyment
call for cigarettes made by BENSON..HEDGES

to reflect the rare perfection and to echo

the whole contented mood . . .

Whhen onty the best with do

B8Y APPOINTMENT
TOBACCONISTS TO

nmuncceoree vt BENSON & HEDGES LTD - OLD BOND STREET - LONDON - W

TEW LS [
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ON NATIONAL SERVICE
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ARE YOU A GOOD JUDGE OF CIGARETTES ?

If you smoke for pleasure and not from mere
habit your very first puff of a Rothmans De
Luxe will tell you that these luxurious Vir-
ginias have something rather special to offer
you—a deeper satisfaction that is yours not
just once, but unfailingly, each and every

PRICE IN U.K. . lich
319 inc. P.T. time you light one.
i Sothmans DE LUXE
BLUE S MAROON e : ENGLAND’S LUXURY CIGARETTE
; GREY - BLACK ol :
OR n sale at N.A.A.F.1. Establishments
MOTTLED CASES

TO THE LATE
KING GEORGE VI

BY APPOINTMENT
WINE MERCHANTS

A
Lo}
Biro
PRODUCT

WITH THE
WORLD WIDE

Bire
REFILL
SERVICE

‘*“ Look who's here !’

INKS - BLUE - RED
GREEN-INDELIBLE 1/

PRICE IN U.K. 1/43d inc. P.T.

Ditibtedfo BAOR b Series Cenrl Book Do SANDEMAN
through CYWW, Malcolm Clubs, and NAAFI
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Fort George houses the Depots of the Sea-
forth Highlanders and the Highland Brigade.
Here is the home of Highland military tradi-
tion. Here are a piping school, a dog ceme-
tery and a regimental maternity hospital

T was a peaceful, moonlit evening at Fort George. On
three sides, the sea lay placid below the ramparts.

A piper gently broke the stillness, playing the officers’
mess call. He was followed, a few seconds later, by a bugler
who sounded Defaulters. It was all very restful and pleasant
—except, perhaps, for the defaulters.

Then, from a corner of the
ramparts, a Very light rose into
the air, outshining the moon.
Thunderflashes began to roar and
blank cartridges to spit. A platoon
was staging an attack.

The piper and the bugler re-
presented the unhurried tradition
of a 200-year-old fort which has
long been the home of the Sea-
forth Highlanders. The attack
illustrated the urgency of modern
training. Within a few weeks, the
attackers would be on their way
lo Korea.

Fort George plays two parts in
the training of recruits for the six
regiments of the Highland Bri-
gade. Under the present Infantry
system, recruits receive six weeks
basic training in their own regi-
mental depots. They may then
join their battalions at home or
in Europe. If their battalions are
in the Middle East, they train for
another four weeks at their bri-
gade depots; if the battalions
are in the Far East, they do
ten weeks at

brigade depots m

¥

James Boswell found ‘‘enchantment
on this “barren, sandy point.” Below:
The pipe band plays a ceremeonial
guard over the bridge to the ravelin.
(Aerial picture by RAF; other photographs by
SOLDIER Cameraman LESLIE A. LEL)




DR.JOHNSON
DINED HERE

R. Samuel Johnson called
at Fort George on his
way to the Hebrides in 1773.
He and James Boswell, his
biographer, dined with the
Governor, Sir Eyre Coote,
who was to defeat Hyder
Ali in India.

"At three the drum beat
for dinner,” says Boswell.
“I, for a little while, fancied
myself a military man, and
it pleased me."”

“We had a dinner of two
complete courses, variety of
wines and the Regimental
Band of music playing in
the Square, before the win-
dows, after it... Dr. Johnson
said, 'I shall always remem-
ber this Fort with gratitude,'
I could not help being struck
with some admiration at
finding upon this barren,
sandy point, such buildings
— such a dinner — such com-
pany; it was like enchant-
ment, Dr. Johnson, on the
other hand, said to me more
rationally, that ‘it did not
strike him as anything extra-
ordinary, because he knew
here. was a large sum of
money expended in building
a Fort; here was a Regiment.
If there had been less than
what he found, it would
have surprised him.'"
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Fort George is both the Regi-
mental Depot of the Seaforth
Highlanders and the Depot of the
Highland ‘Brigade which includes,
besides the Seaforths, the Black
Watch, Highland Light Infantry,
Gordon Highlanders, Queen's
Own Cameron Highlanders and

Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers. The two depots share a
commanding officer, who is a
Seaforth and other staff. Fort

George also houses the Brigade
Colonel of the Highland Brigade,
Colonel G. L, Neilson, DSO,
whose job is to supervise and

co-ordinate the work of the
Brigade's depots, and their re-
cruiting. Colonel Neilson com-

manded the Argyll and Suther-
land Highlanders in Korea.

The re-introduction of training
in regimental depots is intended
to fortify the ‘Infantry's regi-
mental spirit, and the new policy
of making a man's overseas tour
coincide with that of his battalion
will help to maintain that spirit.

Left: Drum-Major ]. W. Beaton, of the Highland Brigade Depot Band, wears
a sash with the badges of all six regiments of the Brigade. Above: Like a scene
from & Commando film: an attacker scales the ramparts in a night exercise.

Fort George

(Continued)

There is still, however, no
guarantee that a man will serve
with the regiment in whose depot
he trained. Re-badging happens
most frequently to National
Servicemen; it may happen to
Regulars but this is avoided if
possible. When SOLDIER visited
Fort George, a number of men
from other regiments were about
to be posted to the Black Watch,

which was preparing its first
battalion for Korea and raising
the second battalion it had
earned by its good record in

recruiting Regulars.

“We try to avoid re-badging,”
Colonel Neilson told SOLDIER.
"The men don't like it and the
regiments don't like it." Brigadier
Antony Head, the War Minister,
has said much the same thing for
the War Office: "We must cut
down cross-posting because the
British Army is fiercely tribal.”

Whether he loses his regi-
mental connection or not, the
young soldier can find a family
pride in the Highland Brigade at
Fort George. “We have always
trusted each other and have
always been proud and glad to
find another Highland regiment
alongside, in barracks or on battle-
field," wrote Field-Marshal Lord
Wavell (who served in the Black
Watch) when the Highland Bri-
gade Group was first formed.
Highlanders soon feel at home in
each other's ranks,

Both regimental and brigade
spirit are fostered by the fact
that many recruits are now com-
ing from the regimental areas.
The Highland Light Infantry,
which is the Glasgow Regiment,
draws about 95.per cent of its Na-
tional Servicemen from the Glas-
gow area. Regiments with more
sparsely - populated recruiting
areas are not so lucky, but the
lowest percentage of local men
in any intake to a Highland regi-
ment is 35 and the average is
about 70.

Buildings at Fort George are of dour design, softened
by the

reddish stone

of which

they are built.




Fort George is an admirable
setting for absorbing the tradi-
tions of the Highland regiments.
Building was started in 1748, and,
apart from modern additions, in-
cluding a hutted camp outside
the moat, the Fort looks much the
same as it did when it was
finished, about 1767. It was
originally designed to accom-
modate a governor, lieutenant-
governor, 86 officers and 2090 men.

The Fort stands at the end of a
spit of land protruding into the
Moray Firth. Its walls are of
clean, reddish sandstone, and,
at one gate is the unusual legend:
“These walls must not be white-
washed.” A moat cuts off the
main b of the Fort from the
mainland, but the sluice gates
which let in the sea at each end
have been silted up and their
mechanism no longer works. Now
the moat is grassy and accom-
modates a tennis court and a
miniature rifle range. Within the
moat is a ravelin, a triangular is-
land outwork which now holds a
families’ club instead of guns.

Once Fort George had 69 guns
and four mortars (the last of them
went for scrap in World War
Two). Most of them were placed
on the wide, grassy ramparts,
from the outer edges of which
project ornate stone sentry boxes.
The ramparts now make a pleas-
ant walk, about three quarters of
a mile round, and a useful train-
ing area — SOLDIER watched half
a platoon scale the 90 feet from
the moat by rope at night.

A proud feature of the Fort
used to be the Grand Magazine,
which could hold 2474 barrels of
gunpowder. In its day, it was
considered bomb-proof, thanks to
massive arches and an air-cush-
ion inside the roof. Its bomb-
proofing was never tested, how-
ever, because Fort George has
never bheen attacked. Today, the
Grand Magazine is used as a
storehouse.

The garrison chapel, built about

1767, is one of the finest examples
of unspoiled Georgian architecture
in Britain, and for all its 185 years
looks surprisingly new inside. It
bears an inscription recording the
name of King George III and his
titles, including that of King of
France.

The chapel has one of the few
remaining three-decker pulpits —
the bottom one for the precentor
(leader of singing), the second
for the reader and the top for the
preacher, Stained glass windows
include one which is a memorial
to the Seaforth Highlanders who
died in the two World Wars, One
corner shows an angel playing
bagpipes.

The chapel is one of the few in
which services are habitually
held by three denominations —
Church of Scotland, Church of
England and Roman Catholic.

Outside the ramparts of the
fort is the Fort George dog
cemetery (not unlike the one at
Edinburgh Castle). One of the
pets buried there is Jim, who was
with the Cameron Highlanders
from 1894 to 1904 in various parts
of the world and who is, accord-
ing to the stonemason, “"Not dead
but dogo.”

Not far from the dog cemetery
is a colony of live dogs, the ten
and a half couples of the Fort
George Beagles.

Fort George has one other
animal centre, the piggery, which
has 250 animals.

Profits from the piggery go to
maintain a maternity hospital,
dating from 1906, which is one of
the garrison’s proudest possess-
ions. The hospital was helped in
various ways by the Soldiers’,
Sailors’
Association until 1949, when the
new National Health scheme was
introduced. Since then it has been
the only hospital in the country
run almost entirely by regimental
funds, those of the Seaforths.
The hospital, which

is staffed hy a m

and Airmen’'s Families.

Left: Thunder-flashes and Very lights surprise men on the assault
course at night. They are bound for Korea. Above: Native heather
camouflages this young Highlander. Below: the grenade range.




In the Seaforth Highlanders’ regi-
mental museum, Regimental Ser-
jeant-Major W. A. Tait, looks up to
the founder of his regiment, Fran-
cis Humberston, Lord Seaforth.

Fort George
(Continued)

It takes dn expert to fit a kilt, and
here is one: RQMS. R. Matheson,
of the Seaforth Highlanders.

nurse and an orderly, averages
about one birth every ten days
and charges only £3 3s all-in for
a confinement.

The regimental museum of the
Seaforth Highlanders is in what
was originally the lieutenant-
governor's house and contains,
among other treasured objects,
the bugle used by Drummer
Walter Ritchie of the 2nd Batta-
lion when he won the VC in the
Battle of the Somme in 1916.

The museum was the officers’
mess of the Seaforths' Depot up
to last year. Until then, Fort
George customarily held a bhatta-
lion, or a training centre, as well
as the Seaforths’ Depot. Now the
officers use the old battalion
mess.

The warrant officers and ser-
jeants also use a former battalion
mess. It is well decorated with
silver, mostly belonging to the
dishanded 2nd Seaforths. Another
trophy of that battalion is the
wooden spoon, traditionally
awarded to the man with the
lowest score in the serjeants’

You can't practise the bagpipes

D. Macleod leads his class

mess shoot and hollowed to hold
exactly a bottle of whisky.

The  serjeants’ mess runs  the
Fort’s sea fishing, which is leased
by the Seaforths’' Depot. It yields
salmon and sea trout.

Presiding over the serjeants’
mess when SOLDIER visited the
Fort was RSM W, A. Tait, who
was shortly to go to Germany
with the 1st Seaforths. RSM Tait
joined the Regiment at Fort
George as a boy, 23 years ago,
and is délighted to point out the
room in which he first slept.

The RSM's memories of the
Fort, however, do not go back as
far as those of Mr, John Anderson,
curator of the Seaforths’ museum.
Mr. Anderson joined the Regi-
ment in 1914 and was provost
serjeant of the battalion Mr. Tait
joined in India as a youngster.
Mr. Anderson retired in 1945 as a
company serjeant-major.

Another man with long mem-
ories of the Fort is Major R. S,
A. Aitken, the Quartermaster,
who has been with the Seaforths
for 34 years. Re-badging means

or in tug-o’-war.”

Some men do wear shorts under their kilts, bui no inspections
are held for their discomfiture.

Not so long ago a woman photographer visited the 1st
Battalion Seaforth Highlanders in Edinburgh to take a picture
of a piper for a national Sunday newspaper.

She decided that the photograph would be better taken whilethe
piper was dancing. Swords were produced and a dance started.
The lady sank gracefully to the ground with her camera to take
the picture from the fashionable worm's eye angle, and an
apprehensive pipe-major stood by, uncertain whether to say

anything or not.

UNDER THE KILT

FQR the benefit of those people who arestill writing to SOLDIER
to ask what Highlanders wear under their kilts, it can be
stated on the authority of Major R. S. A. Aitken, Quartermaster
at Fort George, that no garment is issued for this purpose,
“When | was' a young soldier,” says Major Aitken, “the only
time you wore anything under the kilt was at Highland dancing

The picture was taken, but so far has not appeared in print.

sitting down. So Pipe-Major
in a march round the table.

more work for Major Aitken and
his staff than it does for their
English opposite numbers. Besides
the usual badges and shoulder-
flashes, re-badged Highlanders
need new hose-tops, garter-
flashes, bonnets and kilts.

Kilts are issued to recruits as
soon as possible after joining and
are worn for regimental duties,
ceremonial and walking - out.
,Many young soldiers are used to
them before they join up and
bring their own kilts to wear
when walking-out in civilian
clothes.

The pipers always wear kilts
and they are Fort George's most
photographed inhabitants. Amer-
ican wvisitors in summer find
them irresistible. There is a small
pipe band on the Depot establish-
ment, and Pipe-Major Donald
MacLeod also runs a small piping
school for men from all the regi-
ments of the Highland Brigade.
Some recruits are already pipers,

having been taught by their
fathers on family bagpipes.
Others, like Piper D. A. M.

Sutherland, from Thurso, learned
piping at night-school.

Soldiers training at Fort George
find the Garrison satisfyingly self-
contained. It has its own cinema,
with four programmes a week,
and other amenities. In summer
there is swimming — in organised
parties, since the currents off
Fort George Point are strong. The
village of Ardersier, at the base
of the point, has little to offer,
but Inverness is only 13 miles
away. Many recruits, however,
spend their time at Fort George
without visiting Inverness more
than once. Fort George is popular
with married men, too: it is one
station with no shortage of mar-
ried quarters.

The flat spit of land provides
good ranges and sites for obstacle
courses. Its dunes, covered with
gorse, hracken and heather, are
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Not just one dog to be exercised but 21 — the Fort George
them all by name.

Beagles.

useful for platoon training and
there are nearby hills for bigger
exercises. For major schemes, the
men from the Fort go occasion-
ally to the hills west of Loch
Ness, where so. far they have
never noticed a monster.

The nearest thing to a monster
Fort George has known is its own
ghost, reported one night by a
scared soldier who described it
as a headless Highlander playing
bagpipes. It has never been seen
since, and the popular explana-
tion is that it was a flesh-and-
blood Highlander whose head
happened to be in shadow while
his body was in the moonlight.
The bagpipes are explained by a
bundle of washing under his arm
and the coincidence that a real
piper was playing the officers’
mess call at the time.

FOOTNOTE: Readers may have
noticed in last month's SOLDIER
that a memorial service for the
late King was held at “Fort
George” in Korea. The choice of
name is probably explained by

.the fact that Major-General A. J.

H. Cassels, commannder of the
1st Commonwealth Division was
a Seaforth Highlander.

RICHARD ELLEY

Their kennelman knows

B S

Pipie got his name because his
mother was owned by a pipe-
major. Now Pipie rests in the
dog cemetery. Below: The Fort
George chapel, which is used by
men of three denominations.
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These hairsporrans, in the stores at Fort George, are now issued
only for ceremonial wear. For daily use there are leather ones.

SOLDIER

letter signed “Corporal” recently appeared in the

Daily Mail. The writer said he was puzzled by some

of the recent publicity given to the armed forces.

“This sudden focus on how we live and work in the
Service is unwelcome and unnecessary,” he said.

“We are proud toserve...and
we donot want the public to think
we are part of a freak show.

“Nowadays the young soldier
who is punished complains to
his MP and the War Office is
bombarded with protests ... The
young egotist who is called up
needs discipline..."”

To take the last point first:
a soldier has the right to write
to his Member of Parliament
about what he pleases. So has
the employee of a private firm,
‘But the employee of a private
firm does not write to his MP
when he is reprimanded harshly,
or when he feels that his
talents are not being fully used.
No doubt there are many MP's
who could wish that one or two
of their soldier constituents
would try the "'usual channels.”
The vast majority of soldiers are
restrained by common-sense,and
sense of discipline, from worry-
ing MP's with trivial grievances.

All soldiers will agree that
"“we do not want the public to
think we are part of a freak
show.” Sometimes it appears
that the press take a perverse
delight in attending courts-
martial, and then reporting them
under flippant headlines like
this (which recently appeared):

PRIVATE BLUE-EYES GETS
14 DAYS

‘Whether we like it or not, the
Army is news. In some quarters,
there is a belief that the Army
ought to do all in its power to
conceal courts-martial from the
press; at the other extreme,
there are editors who seem to
think that adjutants ought to
ring them up and notify them

to Soldier

whenever a ‘“juicy” court-
martial is due, Both attitudes
are wrong. Courts-martial should
be as open as civil courts; it is
up to the press not to treat them
as part of a freak show.

“Corporal” is hardly entitled
to object to publicity being
thrown on “how we live and
work in the Services." The tax-
payer has a right to see what
he is getting for his money, and
parents have an equal right to
know what is happening to
their sons and daughters. When
the Army distinguishes itself —
as in Korea — the press never
grudges praise; indeed, it often
tends to over-praise,

&

T is easy to suppose (as

many do) that Korea is the
farthest land in which the Bri-
tish soldier has found himself.

Still serving, however, are
Regulars who can tell of soldier-
ing, between the world wars, in
Tientsin, China, which is a
longer sea distance away than
Korea, There were even British
soldiers to be found, stamping
up and down in fur caps and
sheepskin jackets, outside the
British Legation in Peking, up
near the borders of Mongolia
and Manchuria; a city now as
inaccessible as Lhasa. Shanghai,
of course, was also a British
Army station; occasionally sol-
diers serving there were able
to volunteer for anti-pirate
guards on merchantmen plying
in the China Sea.

Within the life-span of per-
sons still living, British soldiers
were campaigning in New Zea-
land, in the last of the Maori wars.

PAGE 9



T was every 'M'emher‘s chance to say
what, in his opinion, was wrong (or even
right) with the British Army. :

An enviable opportunity, you might sup-

pose; yet at one stage the attendance in the
House of Commons for this year’'s débate on
the Army Estimates was so small that there
was a danger of the House being counted
out, and the Opposition dwindled right down

to nine.

Those who stayed  the course — and

the

argument went on for more than ten-and-a-half

hours — were mainly the military enthusiasts
who speak year after year in this debate; men

who could draw on their own Army experience

or could quote the recent experiences of their

sons in uniform.

This year there was a contribution from a

Member who confessed that, when serving in
he "never reached a rank higher

the Forces,
than that of private.”

There were several promises of new weapons
for the British soldier. The Minister for War,
Brigadier Antony Head, spoke of a new anti-
tank weapon — "It will be in the hands of troops

® Should

by the end of the year, and it is a very good

weapon indeed.” The Under-Secretary for War,
Colonel J. R. Hutchison, said that “an improved
machine-gun”
at "the pilot model stage.” This was in reply

pattern of the medium
to Brigadier O. L. Prior-Palmer
(Worthing) who had pointedly
asked: "Is there a new medium
machine-gun or are we still to
rely on the old Vickers with its
16 stoppages in the lock alone?”

Colonel Hutchison also said
that a new cross-country armour-
ed personnel-carrier was coming
into production. "I saw them the
other day at an Infantry demon-
stration at Warminster, being
used in an exercise.” This, again,
was in reply to Brigadier Prior-
Palmer, who had lamented the
lack of some such vehicle, and
had recalled that he was the first
commander to send Infantry for-
ward in Kangaroos (gutted Sher-
man tanks).

News of the -280 automatic rifle
was discouraging. Everybody in
the House, said Brigadier Head,
would aqgree that the 280 rifle

® Should

was

NEW WEAPONS

HEN the House of Commons held its annual debate on

the state of the British Army, there were announce-
ments of new weapons and Infantry-carrying vehicles. Mem-
bers discussed these questions, among others:

® Should there be a special badge for fighting men?
® Has the Army far too many soft-skinned vehicles?
® Should there be "private armies” for raiding roles?

® Is the Royal Army Educational Corps necessary?

the anti-aircraft arm become a separafe corpsé

more warrant-officers be given commissions?

was the best rifle in Europe and
in the world. Yet if Britain alone
were to manufacture this rifle,
her arsenals might be crippled
in war — and then what? The
subject was dropped on a note
of hope; but a very distant hope.

Brigadier Head opened the
debate by outlining the type of
Army he hoped to produce with
the aid of £491,000,000 and 555,000
men. He wanted an Army which
a young man could look on as a
life career; yet one in which Re-
gulars would not be compulsorily
retained. “We have decided to
eliminate this compulsory reten-
tion of Regulars as a matter of
policy,” he said. It could not be
done at once, but it would be
done by September, 1953.

A cause of discontent in the
Army, said Brigadier Head, was

Captain Julian Snow (Ports- Brig.C.Peto(Devon,North), formerChief
mouth, Central), once of the Liaison Officer, 21 Army Group, said
Calcutia Light Horse, spoke boys ought to be fold more about the
of jealousy between field Army.TheRoyalArmouredCorpsshould

and anti-aircraft Gunners.
PAGE 10

attract

mechanically-minded youths.

frequent posting — “soldiers have
a more expressive, hut less Parlia-
mentary, term for this type of
treatment ... We must cut down
cross-posting because the British
Army is fiercely tribal.” The re-
opening of regimental depots and
the reviving of second battalions
were moves in the right direction.

In the Army today, said
Brigadier Head, there were 33,500
officers; there ought to be about
37,000. The deficiency could not
be remedied by a sudden increase
of 3000 officers, which would be
“disastrously unfair when they
all reached the top of the promo-
tion pyramid at the same time.
There ought to be an intake of
1000 officers a. year. At the
moment we were getting 580 a
yvear from Sandhurst and 200 a
year from National Service and

Mr. James Simmons (Brierley Hill),
former private in the Worcestershire
Regiment (he lost a leg on Vimy Ridge),
thought the Army was “too feudal,’
and there was ‘“‘too much saluting.”

university candidates. How could
more young men of officer type
be attracted into the Army? One
project the Minister had in mind
was to open the Military College
of Science at Shrivenham to
young men of scientific minds.
They could go there as an alter-
native to Sandhurst, spend two
years, take a Bachelor of Science
degree and pass straight into the
Army. The best engineering and
scientific brains came from gram-
mar and secondary schools in the
North of England and in Scot-
land, and a project like this might
be the means of tapping them.
To the surprise of some, per-
haps, Brigadier Head said: "I am
firmly convinced that we must
cut down the number of vehicles
in the British Army."” The reason?
“We cannot hope to enjoy the

Mr. R. T. Paget (Northampton)
began a disquisition on military
history. He said that the man
at the sharp end should have
special pay and privileges.

=

ARE PROMISED

kind of air situation which ob-
tained during the concluding
stages of the last war. The best
thing is not to have too many
vehicles.”

At present, he pointed out, the
aeroplane had a marked ascen-
dancy over ground defences.
Until guided missiles could be
produced in quantities, we had to
press on with our expensive and
hard-to-manufacture anti-aircraft
equipment.

These were other points from
Brigadier Head:

Of all the active formations
in the Army, 36 per cent were
engaged on what amounted to
active operations.

The presence in the Army
of National Servicemen had
“injected a wider outlook and
an increased interest which
had been very beneficial.”

Steps may be taken to help
the education of children who
are unable to accompany their
fathers from place to place.

A West African division, if
created, would call for 1200
British officers and NCO's —
“the scarcest commodities in
the Regular Army."

More vacancies would be
created for women in technical
corps.

Mr. John Strachey (Dundee
West), who presented the Army
Estimates a year previously, now
found himself among the critics.
He had been worried during his
tenure of office, he said, by the
fact that in the Army there were
two distinct ladders to climb. One
led from private to warrant
officer, the other from second-
lieutenant to field-marshal. When

‘a man had started climbing the

first ladder it was very difficult

BrigadierFitzroyMaclean(Lan-
caster), of “‘cloak and dagger”
fame, wanted to see small raid-
ing parties formed and trained
as part of the Regular Army.

Flashback: British Infantrymen riding in Kangaroos (+gutt-
ed” Shermans) in Kranenburg, on the road to Cleve, in Ger-
many. New armoured personnel-carriers are on the way.

for him to change to the other.
Only about 100 senior NCO's
passed on to commissioned rank
every year. Some did not wish to
become officers, some were not
suitable, but surely there were
more than 100 fitted to make the
change every year?

Brigadier Head replied: “Anyone
with Army experience knows that
to turn a man who has been a
warrant officer or senior NCO for
a large part of his career into an
officer is a naturally difficult task
because the two jobs are funda-
mentally different. One is a super-
visor, the other has to enforce
discipline and has to take a
different attitude to the men. The
time to get them is when they are
young, not when they are warrant
officers.”

Colonel J. H. Harrison (Eye)
was not happy about the Royal
Army Educational Corps. "I be-
lieve that it is not right that a
clever man called up for National
Service should become a serjeant
quite quickly in the Army Educa-
tional Corps. He is far too
valuable a man. If he has the
brains to teach other men who
have not learned the three R's
well, he ought to be used in an-
other branch of the Army, and if
there is any education to be done
in the Army it should be done by
permanent civilian instructors."
Mr, F. J. Bellenger, a former War
Minister, was also critical of the
Royal Army Educational Corps,
but a champion arose in Mr.
James H. Hoy (Leith). He said the
previous speakers had been over-
concerned with vocational train-
ing; they had forgotten that an
important part of the Corps' job
was to prepare soldiers to pass
examinations for promotion; also
it was necessary to counter the
illiteracy of many recruits.

Mr. James Simmons {Brierley
Hill), a one-time private soldier
("if there had been an even lower
rank I should have occupied it")
thought there was still too
much “feudal atmosphere” in the
Army, and too much of “this salut-
ing business.” Also, “"Why cannot

the officers polish their own
buttons?" No one took it upon
himself to enlighten Mr. Simmons.

Mr. Julian Snow (Lichfield) re-
vealed that he had served in such
contrasted arms as the Calcutta
Light Horse and Anti-Aircraft
Command. His speech suggested
that there were family jealousies
in the Royal Artillery. During
the war, he said, staff officers
from Anti-Aircraft Command who
went to Larkhill or to senior staff
colleges "were regarded as some-
thing pretty low. They were not
treated as proper soldiers at all.”
Anti-Aircraft Command was so
important that it ought to produce
from its own ranks its own senior
staff officers... "and not become
the depository of gallant and, for
all 1 know, very efficient staff
officers from the field
side of the Royal
Artillery. Perhaps, it
would be as well to
take away anti-air-
craft from the Royal
Artillery and form it
into a proper corps of
its own."

Then Mr. Snow com-
plained that “Pile's
Private Army" during
the war had been over-
burdened with group,
brigade and regimental
headquarters; that
must not happen again.

After some six hours
of debate the House
became restive when
Mr. R. T. Paget (North-
ampton) began to trace
the history of armour
from earliest times. He
talked of the light
cavalry of the Huns
who defeated the Ro-
man Legions, of the
steel-tipped arrow
which "was the ans-
wer to lacquered ar-
mour,” and of the
advent .of chain mail
in the Middle Ages.
Soon a Member asked:

“On a point of order.
Are we discussing the

A LIFE
CAREER

"THE Army really does
offer a life career. A
man can join at 18 and, if he
shows any promise, he should
be a corporal by the time he is
24 and a serjeant by the time
he is 29. If he marries early, as
many do, and if he gets pro-
moted, as | have said, by the
time he is 24 he will be earning
£8 a week and by the time he is
29 he will be earning £10 a
week. If he serves for 22 years
—when, we can take it, he will
be 40 and a serjeant—he will
earn a pension of £2 a week
and tax-free terminal grant of
£200. If he stays unfil he is 55
and if, for instance—which is
quite possible—he is promoted
to warrant officer, he will have
a pension of £6 a week and a
terminal grant of £600."

“l do not think that is a bad
career to offer to people in the
Army.” — Brigadier Antony
Head, Minister for War.

war estimates of William
Conqueror, or what?"

To this the Speaker replied:

“I think the hon. and learned
Member for Northampton was ad-
vancing, cautiously and steadily,
towards the present age.”

Mr. Paget went on to talk about
Agincourt, the English long bow,
the Welsh billhook and the Swiss
halberd. Then another member
asked:

"On a point of order. Can we
have some information as to
about what time we shall get to
the Battle of Waterloo?"

Mr. Paget's dissertation had
been inspired by reports that
armoured men had been fighting
in Korea. He worked round to

the argument that Im

“the suppliers of the

the

*Lieut-General Sir Colin Callander was
praised during the debate for increas-
ing the number of fighting units.
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TWO STORIES

. These stories were told in the House of Commons
during the Army Estimates debate:

THE Chinese in Korea faced three hills occupied by

T United Nations forces. Their soldiers were told: "If you
see bonfires burning on a hill, that means it is in the hands
of one particular member of the United Nations forces. If
you hear a great deal of shouling going on from the second
of the hills, that means it is in the hands of another certain
member of the United Nations forces. If you see that the
third hill is absolutely silent and dark, that means it is
occupied by the British forces, and you should then choose
to attack another hill."" — Mr. John Strachey.

N East African soldier in the 1914-1918 war was in an

isolated sort of post in no sort of contact with the
enemy. He wrote: "Sir, 1 have the honour to report that I
am surrounded by 300 Germans. Please expedite the arrival
of one Service rifle, mark IlI, and 300 rounds of ammunition."
That is the sort of standard the Brilish Army has always
tried to inject into its musketry. ~— Colonel J. R. H. Hulchison.

i

NEW WEAPONS ARE PROMISED (Continued)

suppliers now far exceed the
suppliers of the fighting men.”
Then he made a point which many

‘soldiers would endorse:

“The platoon commander de-
livers the war effort of about
1000 men, 500 armed and another
500 in the factories, and he is
rated by the community as being
worth about one-third of a
National Health dentist.

“I ask the right hon. gentlemen
to consider having a fighting
rating in the Army similar to the
Royal Air Force wings. This rank
should be introduced with an ap-
propriate badge. The trained and
qualified fighter who delivers the
fire-power of a fighting division
should be made to feel he is a
select man, not a left-over man,
because that feeling will raise his
morale. He should have special
pay and privileges because of

his responsibility to deliver the
power of the Army."

One of the last speakers made
one of the most interesting
suggestions. He was Brigadier
Fitzroy Maclean, of “cloak and
dagger” fame, who wanted to sec
irregular raiding wunits in the
Army's order of battle. “Small
scale raiding is a very important
job for which, I am sure, there
will be very great scope in any
future war.” The Special Air
Service consisted at present of a
single Territorial battalion (which
happened to be "a first rate
Territorial unit”). It was not
enough, said Brigadier Maclean;
there ought to be other Special
Air Service battalions and at
least one regular battalion. Some
men were happier going into
action on their own or with hall
a dozen others; those were the
type needed for raiding units.

A mobile Bofors, in its ground role, is seen bombarding a
bunker. It puttwo shells through the observation slit of its target.

*

A se:tlon of 25-pounders of 14 Field Regiment engage the enemy. Ammunition boxes filled with earth make good substitutes for sandbags.

GUNS IN KOREA

OREA is an exasperating country for
the Gunner. Its disorderly hills seem
designed for his especial frustration.
Often, “all-round fire" can be secured only
by siting, or rather sinking, guns in the
middle of a flooded paddy-field. ... so the
Gunner must compromise, and show as
much ingenuity as may be.
The Director of the Royal Artillery
(Major-General K. F. MacK. Lewis) who
flew out to Korea to see his guns in action,

reported in The Gunner that he was well-
satisfied with the spirit and resource
shown. Empty ammunition boxes and fir
saplings had been used to construct most
creditable command posts and shelters,
and the chimneys of the space-heaters
puffed contentedly,

Not that the Gunners put comfort first.
General Lewis reported that the 1st Com-
monwealth artillery was all ready to loose
a divisional concentration in sixty seconds.

r . "'
T P
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~ SUCH LASHINGS OF MEAT!

ANOTHER House of Commons debate — this time on the
Army and Air Force (Annual) Bill — yielded some curious
information about the Army.

The Bill is the one which “renews” the Army and the Royal
Air Force from year to year. Ordinarily it is passed without
much contention, even though it is full of anachronisms; this
year the Opposition tabled 100 amendments.

Under the Army Act, it was revealed, every soldier in billets
was still entitled to 14 ounces of red meat, 15 ounces of bread,
10 ounces of potatoes and eight ounces of other vegetables
daily — with appropriate quantities of tea, milk, sugar, butter,
jam and marmalade. A bit hard on present-day landladies, MP's
thought.

Mr. J. Chuter Ede (South Shields), who said he was generally
“the oldest sweat on parade” in the Commons, recalled how,
as a volunteer with the East Surrey Regiment in 1900, he heard
the adjutant at Pirbright read out the Army Act to the “wretch-
ed volunteers.”

“At the end of each section we were informed that the
penalty for committing any offence was that we should '...be
liable to suffer death or such less punishment as is in this
Act mentioned.’... 1 hope that no youth going into camp in
future will be subject to the feelings of terror that I felt at
Pirbright."” i

Mr. Jack Jones (Rotherham), who admitted that he was "“one
of those much-maligned quartermaster-serjeants” (in the
Imperial Camel Corps), told the House how he had often seen,
in the orderly room and at courts-martial, “Private Bloggs
standing with his hat off and trembling, not knowing what he
was accused of... The time had now arrived when men join-
ing the Army and men presently in the Army should know
exactly what is in the Act under which they are serving.”

Firing is in progress, but that’s no reason against
holding a pay parade, Here Gunners of 14 Field
Regiment sign the entries in their pay books.

¥ ram

From an observation post a Gunner officer sfield glasses
raised) directs the fire. Beside him are Captain the Hon.

John de Grey, troop commander, and a visiting officer.

PAGE 12 The hills, the valley, the road, the guns . +« In the foreground a 25-pounder is resting. Washing hangs on an improvised clothes line.




DlOWN THE GENERATIONS COME

THE GUNNERS HONOUR
A HERO OF INKERMAN

A volley is fired over the re-discovered grave of
Capt. Henry, who stuck to his guns at Inkerman

N the forward slope of

Ford Park Cemetery,

Plymouth, the head-
stone of a grave stood shroud-
ed in a Union Jack,

There was silence except
for the light patter of rain,
and then came the distant
sound of music — the solemn
notes of the Dead March from
a military band.

Slow-marching, a column of sol-
diers advanced up the roadway
that led through the field of graves.

The Royal Artillery had come

to pay its respects to one of its
family who died more than 80
years ago, a Gunner who won
the Victoria Cross two years be-
fore the award was inaugurated.

In some ways the service of
commemoration of 1952 was not
unlike the funeral of 1870. Two
officers and 100 Gunners formed
the escort. A firing party of a
serjeant and 12 men marched
with arms reversed. But this time,
except for the trumpeters from

With arms reversed, the escort of Gunners arrives
for the graveside ceremony in a Plymouth cemetery,

Left: This headstone, inthe shape of a Victoria Cross,
now stands over the grave of a gallant Gunner.

Eighty-two years after Captain Henry died, a second
firing party performs the honours over his grave.
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the Boys Battery, the troops wore
blue berets instead of busbies,
and the Royal Artillery (Ply-
mouth) Band played where three
bands played before.

In the intervening vyears the
grave of Captain Andrew Henry,
the Royal Regiment's second
VC, was "lost.” It became dilapi-
dated, overgrown, anonymous.

Just over a year ago a retired
officer from Plymouth's Royal
Citadel, Major G. B. Wilson, a
Royal Artilleryman of 45 years
service, read that Andrew Henry,
the serjeant-major of "G’ Battery,
Second Division, who on 5 Nov-
ember 1854 at the Battle of
Inkerman defended his guns
against overwhelming odds, was
buried in Plymouth.

Henry, hero of Alma and Se-
hastaopol and Balaclava as well,
survived to be commissioned.
When he died suddenly in 1870
he was a 45-year-old captain
with the Coast Brigade at the
Royal Citadel.

Major Wilson hunted in the
records of Plymouth's burial
places, and found the location of
the.grave. And so this wet day
of early spring the Citadel Gun-
ners of 1952 formed up by the
grave, Before a group of specta-
tors who included Lieut-General
Sir Edmond Schreiber (a Colonel
Commandant of the Royal Ar-
tillery), the Lord Mayor of Ply-
mouth and local Royal Naval and
Royal Air Force representatives,
the citation was read by the
Director of Royal Artillery, Ma-
jor-General K. F. MacK. Lewis.
General Lewis then pulled a cord
and the Union Jack fell away to
reveal the memorial headstone of
grey Cornish granite carved in
the shape of a Victoria Cross,
with a bronze plaque to tell the
world about the Gunner who
stuck to his guns.

The senior’ chaplain to Ply-
mouth Garrison read the prayers,
the 12 soldiers fired three volleys,
the trumpeters sounded the Last
Post and Reveille, the band played
the National Anthem.

At the graveside stood two
figures in black — Mrs. Violet
Smart and her daughter Mary,
of Shooter's Hill, London, Only
a few days previously they had
read in a newspaper that an
invitation was extended to any
descendants of Captain Henry to
attend the ceremony. Mrs. Smart
is the grand-daughter of Lieuten-
ant-Colonel William Henry, who
lies in a Charlton (London) ceme-
tery. His plaque says he was
brother of the hero of Inkerman,
but until then Mrs. Smart had no
idea where her great-uncle rested.

Captain Andrew Henry VC.

Twelve Times He
Was Bayoneted

ERJEANT-MAJOR Andrew

Henry's gun was one of a
hali-battery over-run by the
Russians in the Battle of
Inkerman.

Tall brushwood encom-
passed the guns. Before
Henry's Gunners could open
fire, boughs had to be lopped
away in front of the barrel.

When the enemy were a
few paces from the qun they
began to charge, shouting
loudly, and sought to bayon-
et the defenders. For some
reason many of them were
bare-headed, and according
to a victim, they were "howl-
ing like dogs.”

Serjeant-Major Henry call-
ed on his men to stand firm.
He and a wvaliant Gunner
named James Taylor drew
their swords and prepared to
sell their lives dearly. With
his left hand Henry wrested
a bayonet from one of the
Russians and threw the man
to the ground, while at the
same time hacking with his
sword arm at some of his
other assailants.

Soon both'Henry and Tay-
lor were surrounded; they
received one bayonet blow
after another. Taylor was
mortally wounded, and Henry
received in his chest the up-
thrust of a bayonet deliver-
ed with such force as to lift
him from the ground; at the
same time he was stabbed in
the back and in the arms.
Then, through loss of blood,
he became unconscious, but
(according to a contemporary
description) “the raging sol-
diery, inflamed by religion,
did not cease from stabbing
his heretic body."

Serjeant-Major Henry re-
ceived 12 wounds in all —
yet survived.

e ———— —

ECHOES OF BRAVE DEEDS

THE “BIRKENHEAD DRILL” IS
ONE HUNDRED YEARS OLD

Soldiers on board a British troopship set an immortal example to the world

HE "'Birkenhead drill" is

a drill which cannot be

found in any book of in-
structions.

It consists, quite simply, of
standing fast, under perfect
discipline, on a sinking ship.
It was inspired by men of ten
regiments whose bearing, when
the troopship Birkenhead went
to the bottom-in 1852, thrilled
not only the rest of the Army
but all the world.

Rudyard Kipling, writing years
later of another troopship wreck,
described it thus:

"To stand and be still to the
Birken'ead drill is a damn tough
bullet to chew.”

Sir John Fortescue, historian of
the British Army, wrote of the
men of the Birkenhead: "They
were young soldiers in drafts of
50 or 60, which had never seen
each other before the day of
embarkation; yet they bore them-
selves as if they had been old
blue-jackets of the smartest
King's ships.

“Many troopships have been
wrecked since the Birkenhead,
vet never has there been dis-
order; while at least twice — in
the case of the Sarah Sands and
the Warren Hastings — sheer
magnificent discipline has saved
whole battalions from destruc-
tion. Civilians, too, have caught
the infection from the Army; and
where British passenger-vessels
are wrecked, we read again and
again the same story of freedom
from panic, orderliness, patience
and self-denial among British men
and women. It has become a
point of national honour that
they should show themselves
worthy of the young seoldiers of
the Birkenhead.”

The King of Prussia was one of
the many foreigners whose imagi-
nation was caught by the story
of the Birkenhead, He ordered
an account of the wreck to be
read to every regiment of his
army.

There were 13 officers, nine
serjeants and 466 men aboard the
Birkenhead, which was an_all-
iron paddle steamer of 1400 tons,
They had travelled from England
to fight in the Kaffir War, and
were on the last leg of the jour-
ney, from the Cape to Port Eliza-
beth. With them were 20 women
and children and a-crew of about
130.

In the middle of the night, the
vessel struck a pinnacle of rock
and was so badly holed that men
on the lower troop-deck were

drowned in their mﬂ

hammocks, The

The scene on the sinking troopship: from the famous painting by Thomas M. Hemy.
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THE “BIRKENHEAD"
(Continued)

rest went on deck and were sent
aft, to ease the forepart of the
ship.

Only three boats could be
lowered, and the women and
children were got away in one of
them. The captain ordered the
engines to be reversed, but the
ship struck again. Then the fun-
nel crashed on to the deck, kill-
ing some of the men. Troops,
meanwhile, were working the
pumps — at which some of them
were to die. =

Cornet Bond and troopers of
the 12th Lancers began to pitch
their horses overboard. Five of
the animals ran the gauntlet of
the sharks and reached shore.

As the bows went down and
the stern rose high, the ship’s
commander shouted: "All those
that can swim, jump overboard
and make for the boats.” Two
Army officers, however, begged
the men not to do so, since it
would mean swamping the craft
which held the women and child-
ren. Not more than three men
made the attempt.

Captain E. W. C. Wright, of the
91st, who was to be the senior
surviving officer and receive pro-
motion and pension for his part,
addressed the men at the last
moment: "You who cannot swim,
stick to some of the wreckage.
As for you who can swim, I
can give you no advice. As you
see, there are sharks about, and I
cannot, advise you how to avoid
them."

There was not a murmur or a
cry, Captain Wright has recorded,
until the vessel made her last
plunge — in two pieces. Twenty-
five minutes after she had struck
the rock, all that remained above
water of the Birkenhead was the
top of a mast, to which were
clinging about 50 men. Those
who stayed there till the morning
were picked up by a schooner.

Others made for the shore,
clinging to wreckage or swim-
ming free. Some were killed by
sharks, others died entangled in
a belt of seaweed. Many who
reached the shore were naked
and they were all shoeless.
Captain Wright took charge, and
they made their way through
scrub for hours under a burning
sun, Rescue parties found a few
more survivors, two of whom had
been in the water 38 hours. The
survivors in two of the boats
were picked up by other ships;
the third boat eventually made a
landing.

Of the 630-odd people on the
Birkenhead, only 194 were saved.
This figure included the seven
women and 13 children, five offi-
cers and 126 soldiers.

* These regiments had drafts
on the Birkenhead: 12th Royal
Lancers; 2nd (Queen's Royal
Regiment); 6th (Royal Warwick-
shire Regiment); 12th (Suffolk
Regiment); 43rd Light Infantry
(Oxfordshire and Buckingham-
shire Light Infantry); 45th (Sher-
wood Foresters); 2nd Battalion,
60th Rifles (King's Royal Rifle
Corps); 73rd (2nd Battalion, The
Black Watch); 74th (2nd Battalion,
Highland Light Infantry); 91st
(Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers).
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A lighted cigarette-end is all that is needed to start SQMS R. Eade's

jet-propelled “Railton.” The engine is powered by solid fuel capsules.

60 MILES AN HOUR

small, stream-lined, jet-propelled racing
car, modelled on the lines of the famous
“Railton Special, which holds the

world's ‘land-speed record, hurtled round a

gymnasium floor in a Rhine
Army barracks leaving behind
a trail of acrid blue smoke as
it reached 60 miles an hour.

Its owner and builder,
SQMS Robert Eade, of 14 Field
Survey Squadron, Royal Eng-
ineers stood outside the rac-
ing circuit, reading off lap
speeds from a home-made
slide-rule.

SQMS Eade is one of an in-
creasing number of Rhine Army
soldiers who spend their spare

time making and racing model
cars and aeroplanes — some of
them scale models of the origin-
als and others of their own
design.

It is a fascinating hobby well
within the pocket of most private
soldiers and provides an introduc-
tion to several types ol miniature
engines — jet, electric and liquid
fuel-burning. Although the fastest
racing car engines can cost as
much as £50, any enthusiast with
nimble fingers and patience can
build a 2.5 c.c. model capable of

A

In Rhine Army some soldiers have
found themselves a jet-age hobby

40 mph for as little as £2. To
save additional expense the same
engine can be transferred to other
models. The only tools required
to make the models (engines and
wheels are bought from commer-
cial firms) are a few sharp razor
blades, a sheet of sandpaper, a
penknife and possibly a pair of
pliers.

SQMS Eade recently won four
awards at a Rhine Army arts and
crafts exhibition with a jet car, a
diesel driven car, an electric rac-
ing car and a fuel-driven mono-

The designer shows how the jet engine is fitted in his
racing car. It has a thrust of four-and-a-half ounces.

IN THE

plane. He first began making
working models two years ago
when he tired of carving marion-
ettes from odd pieces. of wood.

His jet car, which weighs one
pound, is powered by a solid
fuel-burning jet engine giving a
thrust of four-and-a-half ounces. It
took him only a week to make.
His diesel car has a 5 c.c. engine
with a centrifugal clutch, shaft
drive and three-and-a-half inch
wheels. He designed the body-
work, and assembled .the car in
five weeks.

His aeroplane, named ''Nina“
after his wife, also has a 5 c.c.
engine which is built into the
nose of the plane. By manipu-
lating the stunt control lines to
which the plane is attached in
flight it can be made to perform
most of the aerobatics a normal

‘GYM’

plane can do, except to turn to
port or starboard. Its maximum
speed is 56 mph.

SQMS Eade is now experiment-
ing with a model helicopter,
powered by two jet engines.
He is also building a scale model
of a bombing aircraft which will
have a wing-span of nearly nine
feet,

Other soldiers in the same
barracks are also keen model
makers. They may soon form
themselves into a model-making
club, One — a young Signaller —
hopes soon to fly a home-made
Flying Saucer. Another, Serjeant
Ray King, of the Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers has
made a plane from old cigar boxes.
He is experimenting with different
types of engines to increase their
power and speed.

® SOMS Eade’s diesel-engined racing car (left) took him five weeks to
make. Its lap speeds are being timed (above) by Serjeant Ray King.
The car, which does 45 mph, is seen (right) at its “filling station.”

It's easier to start the engine of a mode| aircraft with this
*“home-made’ machine, driven by two old accumulators.
Otherwise you have to turn the propeller by hand.




Stretcher-bearers must have clean hands. Col.
R. A. Bennett inspects the King’s Regiment team.

 THE WOOD WAS FULL OF WOUNDED

Waiched by judges, men of the Grenadier Guards apply
treatment for a shattered foot. Below: Many a point
could be lost by faulty, or rough, carrying. A man with a
head wound must not be carried head-first downbhill.

wia @l

The wood was under “fire,” sothe stretcher-bearers
had to move carefully to seek out their casualties.

"casualties” were sirewn
about the wood, in craters and
under: bushes.

Attached to them were labels
testifying to the injuries they
bore — broken arms and legs,
shell splinters in stomach or
buttock, head wounds. The ground
was as cold as a mortuary slab,
and as they waited for the
stretcher-bearers, the casualties
no doubt exclaimed to themselves
about the things they did for
England.

The exercise was part of a two-
day contest in which teams of
stretcher-bearers from the British
Zone of Germany and Berlin took
part — the first competition of its
kind in Rhine Army.

Deeds of conspicuous bravery
have been performed on the
battlefield by stretcher-bearers.
But, from the wounded man's
point of view, it is as important
that his rescuer shall know his
first-aid as that he shall be
fearless.

The exercise in the wood
followed an examination . in
theoretical and practical wor
Casualties were supplied by 30
Field Ambulance. A team of
judges, headed by Rhine Army's
consulting surgeon, Colonel J.
Huston and the consulting
physician, Colonel R. A. Bennett,
watched and asked quest

The Grenadier Guards w
judged champions for 1
ed closely by the Rifle Brig
with the King's Own third. The
winners received the Connaught
Challenge Shield for Regimental
Stretcher-Bearers, a trophy which
was presented by the late Duke
of Connaught to Aldershot
Command in 1911. When Alder-
shot District heard that Rhine
Army were introducing an
annual contest to stimulate inter-
est in the work of stretcher-
bearers they presented the shield
for competition.

Gently now... a bandaged man
is liffed and lowered on to a
stretcher. Below: On-the-spot
treatment for a stomach wound.

Below: Major-General R. D.
Cameron, Director of Medical
Services inRhine Army, presents
the Connaught Challenge Shield
to Serjeant R. Collins, leader of
the Grenadier Guards team.




at Akaba

The British Army and the
Arab Legion break the
monotony of their joint
watch at Akaba, in Jor-
dan, by amphibious exer-
cises in the torrid gulf

Splashing ashore from a landing craft: men of the Arab 2. ;

Legion, in their flowing headgear, or kaffias. Below: gl Y i " Scanning the Jordan-Israel frontier:

There’s one beret on board — and the owner of it is ¢ § ¥ Private George Brown, of the

looking svitably inscrutable. Legionaries are ready to 3 ] Royal Lincolnshire Regiment, and

locse off a small arms broadside to port or starboard. ; an officer of the Arab Legion.
; " a ¥ & "




“It's a troop-
* ship, madam.”
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“I don’t care if you do suffer from
claustrophobia — get inside!”
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“Just what kind of specialist did
you say you were in Civvy Street?”
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“Not so much of the ‘Margery Daw’
— you watch out for the Adjutant.”
“The mittens are okay, but she’s
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“If you could see what you've
just done to 270 NAAFI cakes!”
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Drum-Major Kathleen Daley, with mace.
Below: She learns new flourishes from

Serjeant Jock Frame, once a drum-major

of the King’s Own Scottish Borderers.

Below: Sister to the band’s drum-major
is Leading Drummer Barbara Daley,
here hiding behind her drum-sticks.
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With a 3.7 anti-aircraft gun lin

the background: the Women's .
“Ré&yal Army Corps band of 583

(Mixed) Anti-Aircraft Regiment,

in their drill hall at Plymouth,

The 0l Women’s Band

in the Territorial Army

Army cadets helped to teach them the art of bugling

N the Naval stronghold of Ports-
mouth it is no uncommon sight to
see a bugle-and-drum band formed

entirely of khaki-clad women marching
through the streets. This band, so its
members claim, is the only women's
Territorial band in the country.

Because it is not yet officially re-
cognised and receives no grant, the
women themselves have raised much
of the money to buy instruments — by
holding dances and whist drives. Two
whist drives pay for one bugle.

The band, 30 strong, is that of 583 (Mix-
cd) Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Terri-
torial Army. It was formed in 1947. Only
three of its original members remain.

Much of the credit for starting the band
goes to the drill hall caretaker, Serjeant
Jock’ Frame, an ex-drum-major of the
King’s Own Scottish Borderers. The
Adjutant, Captain R. E. Canterbury, found
some old drums and bought a few second-
hand bugles. Valued and disinterested
assistance was lent by boys of a cadet
unit which formerty used the drill hall.
One girl was paired off with one cadet,
who taught her how to purse her lips in
such a way as to produce the requisite
tive notes.

Girls are quicker than men in mastering
bugle and drums, says Serjeant Frame,
gallantly.

The girls can take their bugles and
drums home to practice. Leading Drummer
Barbara Daley told SOLDIER she found
the garden shed the best place to rehearse
without upsetting the neighbours. She re-
cruited her sister, Kathleen Daley, into the
band and now Kathleen is the band's
drum-major.

Today the band can play six quick
marches, two slow marches and the
general salute. It performs at functions in
the Portsmouth ‘area, and has an invitation
to play at carnivals in the Isle of Wight.
It can also boast an appearance at the
Albert Hall; the occasion was the reunion
of the Women's® Royal Army Corps and
the Auxiliary Territorial Service.

Leading Bugler Doreen Wells,
with the band’s only silver bugle,




CITY ON THE SIMMER

N Trieste, once again, the

brickbats fl.ew and the

plate glass tinkled un-
melodiously. Five thousand
British soldiers, five thousand
American soldiers wondered
whether the time had come
for action.

The time had not come.
Venezia Giulia police (trained
and officered by British and
Americans) proved equal to
the job of pacifying the de-
monstrators. Only if there had
been the gravest disorders
would the Allied Zone Com-
mander have ordered troops
out.

It was like old times, save that
the demonstrators had new battle-
cries. Originally the squalls had
been between Italian and Slovene
factions. Now it was the British
who were the objects of abuse.
Why (demanded the demonstra-
tors) did not Britain, America
and France fulfil the recommend-
ation they made four years ago
that Trieste should be handed
over to Italy? The answer was
that no workable solution had
yet been devised, under the
United Nations, for the rule of
this vexatious Territory. That is
why the British and Americans
continue to occupy Zone "A'" and
the. Jugo-Slavs — also 5000
strong — retain Zone ''B."”

Some of the tension in Trieste
has been relieved in the last two
years by the more friendly attitude
of Jugo-Slavia to the Western
Powers. Border incidents, which
once projected Trieste into the
headlines, are now almost un-
known. British soldiers have even
spent their leaves in the Jugo-
Slav Zone or in Jugo-Slavia
itself. The Jugo-Slav border,
marked by the Morgan Line, is
no longer tightly sealed, but
British and American soldiers
still man the pill-boxes and patrol
the border. The atmosphere is
curiously unreal to those who
remember the tenseness which
existed in those parts in the late
‘forties.

The British soldier in Trieste
spends most of his on-duty hours
perfecting his individual training
or taking part in manoeuvres,
often with American troops, over
the bare, lime-stone hills of the
Free Territory. There is very little
room for movement in Zone “A"
and most soldiers are so familiar

with the countryside that they
" rarely need maps. But the in-
genuity of the training staffs in
setting new situations keeps the
men's interest very much alive.

A great deal of training is done
outside Trieste, in the British
Zone of Austria which lies to the
north. Even in mid-winter, when
Austria is cloaked in several feet
of snow, it is unusual for Trieste
to have temperatures below freez-
ing-point, so each of the batta-
lions in BETFOR (British £lement,

Trieste Force) sends
parties of men to m

Now and again the heat increases and the city boils over . .. but until a poli-
tical solution can be worked out, the British soldier will remain in Trieste

Above: “Trieste for Italy’’ demonstrators try Below: Major-General Sir John Winterton (left)
conclusions with the city’s police, who are is Allied Zone Commander and Commander of
officered by British and Americans. The police British troops in Trieste. With him is Major-General
wear the same style of helmet as in Britain. E. B. Sebree, commanding United States troops.
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Quiet week-end: across the
bay from Trieste is Muggia,
an old fishing village which
British soldiers like to visit.
Boats are cheap to hire.

Below: British Army head-
quarters in Trieste is housed
in a hotel facing the Adriatic.
Opposite is the headquarters
of Trieste’s Communist Party.
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In Trieste Royal Artillery officers of an amphibious

observation

CITY ON THE SIMMER(Coanued)

the ski-training school at Schmelz.
In the summer the Infantry
companies spend a month on
the field firing ranges in the
Austrian Alps. Last year 24 In-
fantry Brigade added a little
variety to their training by send-
ing the Northamptonshire Regi-
ment to the Austrian border in
troop carriers and then marching
the 90 miles to Schmelz in six days,
preceded by the regimental band
which played in many of the
wayside villages and towns. The

Battalion hopes to repeat the
performance this year. Trieste,
incidentally, is the third inter-
national city in which the Batta-
lion finds itself; it has already
served in Berlin and Vienna.
Trieste is one of the very few
places in the world where Gunners
practise directing fire from ships
to targets on land. Each time a
British or American man-o'-war
docks in Trieste harbour (about
once every two weeks) a troop of
No. 267 Amphibious Observation

battery
gunnery officers in the “shelling” of land targets.

co-operate with  American

Battery, Royal Artillery, who are
stationed in Trieste city, take a
naval gunnery party into the hills
in Zone “A."” Here, they set up a
combined fire control and obser-
vation team which sends back
orders by wireless to the ship to
engage targets in the Allied Zone.
On board ship naval gunners plot
their targets and go through the
motions of firing. In theory the
Free Territory has been heavily
plastered with mnaval - artillery
over the past two years. These
exercises allow British artillery-
men and American and British
naval gunners to learn each
other's methods in- conditions
they rarely meet elsewhere, Last
year Gunners sailed from Trieste
in a United States destroyer to
carry out a beach landing exer-
cise in Cyprus.

In training there is close co-
operation with the American
forces who serve in TRUST
(Trieste United States Troops),
even to the extent of small-arms
competitions, in which honours
are now about even.

Living conditions for British
soldiers have improved very
considerably since 1945, thanks
mainly te the Royal Engineers
who have modernised many of
the buildings in the former
Austro-Hungarian army barracks.
At Lazzareto — a former leper
colony — where one battalion is
stationed, new brick buildings are
being erected to replace the
present half-brick Nissen huts,
which are not altogether satis-
factory in winter. Great strides
are being made, too, in providing
flats for families and already
scores of soldiers have moved
into their homes. Some, however,
are still living in rented rooms,
which they find costly in spite of
a living-out allowance.

In winter the most popular
meeting-place for troops is the
Services Club. Here a man can
play snooker, table-tennis and
other games, dance four times a
week in the ballroom (as there
are no "WRAC girls. in Trieste
finding partners is sometimes
difficult), borrow books from a



These men of the Northamptonshire Regiment have served in

three international cities — Berlin
are (left to right): Privates W.
Leeson, CQMS F. Lee, Private L.

well-stocked library, read news-
papers and magazines, write his
personal letters, or yarn over a
cup of tea or a glass of beer in
the canteen. Each barracks has its
own NAAFI and games room and
families have a club of their own
in Trieste city.

No. 1 Army Welfare Unit —
the only one left in the Army —
which organises the Services Club
also runs two bathing beaches on
the shores of the Adriatic Sea
and arranges pleasure steamer
trips across the Gulf of Trieste to
the old-world fishing village of
Muggia. In summer there is plenty
of sailing in the Adriatic. Many
soldiers join the Triestini in the
popular sport of fish spearing.
Wearing a rubber face-mask
which allows him to swim under
water for several minutes without
surfacing, and armed with a steel
spike, the British soldier has
proved adept at the game.

Several units have camera
clubs and some have cycling
clubs the members of which, in
summer, spend week-ends in
Italy, often covering as many
as 100 miles in mountainous
country. There is also in Trieste
city a riding club where soldiers
can learn for 2s 6d an hour.

Off duty, many soldiers catch
the early morning diesel train
which deposits them in Venice
within two hours. Arrangements
are being made by the Royal
Army Educational Corps to con-

HE 1st Battalion The
. Northamptonshire Regiment
possesses one of the oldest

regimental Colours (shown on
SOLDIER's cover) still in use in
the British Army and the last
to be carried in action.

The Colour was presented to
the 2nd Battalion in 1860 and
was carried by a standard-
bearer party at Laings Nek in
the South African War in 1881.
In this action Lieutenant Alan
R. Hill won the Victoria Cross
for carrying out of action on his
horse the mortally wounded
officer bearing the regimental

IT WAS CARRIED INTO BATTLE

, Vienna and now Trieste. They
Rogers and J. Provins, RSM J.
Sparry and RQMS F. Gascoyne.

duct parties of soldiers to Venice
for the week-end. The tour will
include a ride up the Grand Canal
in a gondola. In Trieste itself
there are conducted educational
tours to the oil refineries, ship-
yards and docks, and the iron,
steel and gas works.

Trieste offers much entertain-
ment but prices are so high that

only by stern saving can a soldier

afford to buy a seat for the opera,
if his tastes run that way. Though
the shops are full of all kinds of
goods, few can afford to buy more
than a small present to take home
when they go on leave. However,
the British soldier can patronise
the bars where ''vino" is very
cheap and buy fruit at reasonable
prices from the open-air markets.

Because of the hilly terrain and
the lime-stone rocks sports fields
are not as plentiful as many
soldiers could wish, but most
units have a Soccer pitch and
often parade grounds are used
for hockey and basket-ball
matches.

On the whole British soldiers
like living in Trieste. A few have
returned to live there after their
release from the Army. One — a
former lance-corporal — manages
a restaurant for his Italian-born
wife in Trieste city.

Most of the Triestini — both
Italian and Slovene — seem to
like the British soldier, even if it
is only because his very presence
restrains the more hot-headed.

Colour. In the same action he
rescued other wounded men
under very heavy fire.

Shortly afterwards the War
Office forbade the carrying of
Colours in action as their
defence was liable to cause too
great a loss of life,

Today the Colour is kept
cased in the officers’ mess in
Trieste and is flown only on
special occasions and never in
a high wind.

The 1st Battalion also prizes
two silver-mounted hooves from
the horse Lieutenant Hill, VC
rode at Laings Nek.

p

The military hospital in Trieste is hewn from solid lime-stone. In the
underground passages, used by the Germans towards the end of the
war, stalactites grow in profusion. Below: A bit more home-like: one
of the new blocks of flats recently built for Service families in Trieste,

L
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HE jeep in which Vienna's international police patrol once
went about their duties, and which lent its name to the’
prize-winning film “Four In a Jeep,” is now a saloon car.

To Vienna, this is a disappointment. The glittering occu-
pants — military policemen of Britain, America, France and
Russia — are now screened by glittering glass and coachwork.
But the flags of the four Powers still flutter above the radiator.

For many years the "Jeep’ had
been, in fact, a large, open patrol
car. Then one day the Russians,
whose turn it was to take over
control of the patrol, appeared
outside the Palace of Justice
with five brand-new saloons paint-
ed blue and bearing Russian
number-plates. They were the
new “Moskva Victory' cars,
equipped with radio and heater.

With their new cars the Rus-
sians also provided their own
drivers and radio operators. Until
then the Americans had always
produced the vehicles, radio sets,
drivers and mechanics.

Now the Americans, in turn,
have brought up their own
“sedans’ — seven new, stream-
lined cars in olive drab. These
will  be used by the Amer-
icans, British and French when
it is their turn to control. the
patrol.

NOTE: The f{ilm "Four In a
Jeep” earned an international
award. It shows how the four
military policemen, who some-
times find instincts hard to re-
concile with orders, tackle the
problems of an international city.
Their major problem is a displac-
ed woman.

.military policeman

-
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Something calls for four-Power
investigation... a scene from
the film “Four In a Jeep.”

L] -,

-

“Four in a Jeep” — but if's a Saloon Now

Above: The patrol
car which  has
now had its day.

Left: Showing the
American “sedan”
which is now used
three months out of
four., The Russian

declined to pose.

Right: The Russian
“Moskva Victory™
saloon showed that
there is no shortage
ofchromium behind
the Iron - Curtain.




Chick Zamick, Canadian-born, top-ranking Nottingham Panther, is
out in front of the world in ice-hockey’s goal-scoring stakes. In 4
years, he’s netted that elusive puck over 300 times. 25-year-old Chick
has strong views on what an athlete should smoke. I take no chances
with my throat and wind,” he says. “Craven ‘A’ for me—for keeps.”

‘Let's just say §
they suit me |
better

says ice-hockey king, tearaway

CHICK
TAMICK @

THERE'S ACTION PLUS in ice hockey. If you're out of
training, you're out. “That’s my reason,” says top
goal-scorer Chick Zamick, “for being particular what
I smoke. I’ll take Craven ‘A’ every time—and enjoy

my tobacco the clean, comfortable way.”

CRAVEN ‘A" for
There's a lot more plea- : ’

sure in a cigarette with an |

end that’s always clean, smOkIn
and dry,and firm between

your lips.

P s That cork tip
® W¥w really makesa

difference, you know.
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This tin. ..

and only this tin, contains the

real BLUEBELL

shine.

K\SE
\\V
LAY

R.S.M. A. ). BRAND, M.V.0., M.B.E.,
gives his 7 point recommendation
for a parade ground polish.

Known throughout the Get a tin of Kiwi Polish,
British Army as “The 2 Take the lid off the tin.

Voice,” R.S.M. Brand, 3 Remove dust and dirt from
late of the Grenadier - the boot.

Guardsand the RM.A. 4 Pur a lirtle Kiwi on the
Sandhurst, has usedand boor with a rag or brush.
recommended Kiwi for 5 Damp a rag with water.

twenty-five years. Here ¢ Moisten the boot with the
is his 7 point method for rag.

getting a parade ground 7 Finish with a dry cloth and
polish on a boot. « You could shave in' it.”

Deep-shine with KIW'

/¢ puts lfe into leather

For the amazing fee of only 2/6 —not a
penny more —you will get FIVE terrific
Body-Building Courses. (1) How to
mould Mighty ARMS, (2)How to create
a deep, sturdy CHEST. (3) How to
develop a GRIP of steel. (4) How to
buildaBroad, Brawny BACK. (5)How
to build LEGS like pillars of oak.

Y These five power-packed Test
» Courses will build you, surely,
swiftly, at home, without equip-
ment, a body you'll be proud of!

: )

ANDTHAT IS NOTALL! /N ADDITION tothese FIVE Tesi
Courses, you gel a thrilling FREE Book ‘‘Nerves of Steel,
Muscles Like Iron” — Joweif's own life siory containing

piclures of famous Strong Men, ALSO, two superb Art
Plates illustrating all muscles of the body AND full details
of the Body Sculpture Club, the world-wide organisalion which
Jowelt Body-builders can now join freel!
REACH OUT AND GRASP SUCCESS TODAY. Make your decision
NOW, while this stupendous offer lasts! Write at once en-
closing 2/6d. P,O, (crossed and made payable to Body Sewlpture
Club) to the Body Sculpture Club, 37/2 Success House,
Surbiton, Surrey.

% FREE GIFT COUPON-=-TODAY

To George F.Jowett, President, THEBODY SCULP-
TURE CLUB, 37/2Success House, Surbiton, Surrey.

Dear George: Send by return mail my FREE Book,

Art Plates, details of Free Club membership and FIVE

Test Courses. ENCLOSED FIND 2/6 P.O. (crossed and made

payable -to Body Sculpture Club) IN FULL PAYMENT
FOR EVERYTHING.

GEOQ.F.'
JOWETT

Chamron of\ "
Champions

Accept
his
offer

BeasssmEEEEREEEE
EsRSEEREREREEEEEERE

AR R i S MR RRE BRI e P8 T TR
TODAY' [b"}:gCK letters please) :
g ADDRESS :
seu RS ERRENEESDES AT
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Quality = the reason for
“Umbro” popularity with league
sides and club teams

OF LEADING SPORTS OUTFITTERS ALL OVER
THE WORLD



There are four members of the Allchurch family in first-class
football. One of them has left the Army; another was recently
called up — but he soon found himself in the Army team

b 1 o

Len Allchurch (left) and his brother
Ivor at practice on Swansea Town’s
ground. Below: Len Allchurch
trains with his squad at Brecon.

(Photographs: SOLDIER Cameramen
W. J. Stirling and Frank Tomseit).

IPPED as a future Welsh international, 18-year-old
Private Len Allchurch, a National Serviceman in the
Welch Regiment, is an outstanding acquisition to
Army Soccer.
He is a brother of 21-year-old Ivor Allchurch, the Welsh
international, who has been capped seven times since 1950.
Len Allchurch, whom SOLDIER found training at the Welsh
Brigade headquarters in Brecon, is the youngest of a Swansea family
which, including Len, has four members in first-class Soccer. Besides

Ivor, who is a first-team professional for Swansea Town, m
there are Arthur and Sid, who play amateur football for

&

S

A pair of Welsh wizards. Ivor Alichurch (left) has
been capped seven fimes for Wales since 1950.
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the DOUBLE

meaning
of clean*
grooming

* Lustrous hair —
free from excessive oiliness

* A clean scalp —
free from dandruff

Brylcreem will make your hair soft, lustrous and full of vitality.
And because the oils in Brylcreem are emulsified, it will give you day-
long smartness without excessive oiliness. Massage with
Brylcreem will allow its pure oils to do their good work of
cleansing the scalp and making it dandruff-free. So there
you have it—the double meaning of clean grooming. Ask
for Brylcreem, the perfect hairdressing, in tubs 1/8, 2/6 and
4/6, or handy tubes 2/6.

H CONFIDENCE

i bie's
it in Crosd
ste the fruit In i
ja:ns The distinctive Cros 10 {
\:hél is your gu:z«rs\‘t|t|e4t:0day
highest quality- Buy a )Jar
Obtainahle from

NAAFI Stores Everywhere (§

royds 79/106

SAY
wWIT

CHUTNEY

This recognised seal of
. quality awarded to ol
B Crosbie’s Pure Foods

If any difficulty in obtaining supplies write to :

GROSBIE'S PURE FOOD COMPANY LIMITED

FAGTORIES: SOUTHALL, MIDDX; GRIMSBY, LINCOLNSHIRE; WHITCHURGH, HANTS; LAW, SCOTLAND
FRUIT FARMS: BRADLEY, LINGOLNSHIRE.

—— INCORPORATED 12%® MAY 1670 —_—

HUDSON'S BAY
JAMAICA RUM

WHAT LuChH—
DUNCAN WAZELWNHT/

EVERYBODY’S saying it now! You simply can’t

resist this blissful blend of smooth milk chocolate

and crisp hazelnuts. Every nut is skinned for

extra sweetness, golden-roasted for fuller flavour.
e

DUNCAN — 755 Sc0Ts WORD FOR CHOCOLATE
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ALLCHURCH NO. 2 {Continued)

Haverfordwest., Arthur played for Wales
against England as an amateur international
in 1950—51,

After a successful career in Welsh
junior football — he was a schoolboy
international and British Army Cadet inter-
national — Len Allchurch joined the
ground staff at Swansea Town and later
became an apprentice coppersmith at
Prince of Wales Dry Dock, Swansea. He
signed professional forms for Swansea in
October 1950, and played outside left for
the first eleven twice during the 1950—51
season. This year he appeared at outside
right for the first team against Brentford.

Since joining the Army early this year
he has played in Army representative fix-

#

tures. On the basis of his fine showing
against United Hospitals in January he has
since appeared in the Army teams which
defeated the Royal Navy at Charlton, the

Belgian Army at Brussels and the Royal

Air Force at Wolverhampton.

Len Allchurch's brother Ivor (for whom
a transfer fee of £30,000 or more is said to
have been offered) is also an ex-Army
player; indeed, the Army can take much
of the credit for his present success.

If the Army has helped Swansea Town,
Swansea Town has also helped the Army: it
has extended vocational

Top, left: a bath full of Army players (Len
Allchurch included) after their successful
match against the Royal Navy. Above: En
route to Brussels to play the Belgian Army.

training to  soldiers

with an ambition to be-
come professional foot-
ballers.

W. H. PEARSON

"SAINT'S” PROGRESS

What will “Crown Life”

do for me if | save

'WELVE years ago a lad from

Corie Lullen, Dorsetshire
walked into a recruiting office
and asked to join the Army.

Now he is leaving the service,
having -duly learned a '"trade”
— the trade of speedway riding.

He is Serjeant Anthony
("Smudger”) Smith, of the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical En-
gineers.

After his boy's service and a
spell of campaigning in Italy, he
was posted to Rhine Army in
late 1945. Always keen on
motor cycles, he took part in
trials and scrambles which were
a useful introduction to speed-
way racing. His first chance
came at Lubeck, where he com-
peted. against German riders,

including cracks from the All-
gemeiner Deutscher Automobil
Club. Later he gained straight
wins at Brunswick, Bremen,
Ebsdorf, Celle and other places.
At one time he held three
separate track records, an
achievement seldom equalled
by British riders in Germany.

Then Serjeant Smith joined the
well-known “Hanomag Saints”
Speedway Racing Club® at
Hanover. This club has given
Britain many excellent riders
and has become famous through-
out Europe.

Serjeant Smith has ridden on
German tracks too. “The Ger-
man clubs,” he says, "use loose-
surface tracks which are rather
sticky at first, but after dodging
bricks and stones flying up from
the front wheel once or twice
you soon become used to it.”

He continued: ''The experience
I have gained on loose tracks is
perhaps a lucky break, because
the Southampton club, where 1
hope to ride, are using the same
type of track this season.” Mr.
Charles Knott, the Southampton
manager, has offered Serjeant
Smith a trial on leaving the
Army. — From a report by
Serjeant Colin Healey, Army
Public Relations.

If you live — Among other things the
CROWN LIFE plans will

# Make money available to you or pro-
vide an income for your own later
years — when you will need it most,
Free of tax.

# Create an immediate estate, for your
family which otherwise would require
years of constant savings to accu-
mulate.

# Build up an emergency cash reserve
fund.

# Help buy a house in later years when
Service days are over,

€1 per month?

&

If you do not live CROWN LIFE

will

Pay the rent on your house or clear
off a mortgage.

Provide your family with a guaranteed
monthly income for a definite number
of years, Free of tax.

Provide the money to give the young-
sters a start in their chosen careers.
Free of tax.

Do what you would have done had you
lived.,

Income Tax Saving. This is the only form of invest-
ment on which an Income Tax Allowance is made,

Really it is surprising what can be done — even with £1 per month. In any event find
out what you — at your present age — could obtain, Send the coupon below, and
KNOW what you could get — if you decided to.

Policies in Force exceed £250,000,000

To THE CROWN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

(Incorporated in Canada with Limited Liability)

RAMILLIES BUILDINGS, HILL'S PLACE,
(TELEPHONE NO. GERrard 5984.)

Without obligation let me have detalls please. Assume I save each
month £1; £2; £4; £6, (Cross out the inapplicable.)

OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 1

Name (Rank) ........

Address
Date of Birth ..

SOL. 5/52.
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BOOKSHELF

He Will Read Only One Sheet

ENERAL Dwight Eisenhower glanced casually at a

newly published biography of himself. He muttered:
“Maybe it's all right, but I know the guy it's written

about beiter than the author does.”
The story is told by John Gunther, the American author, in
"Eisenhower" (Hamish Hamilton, 10s 6d). Perhaps General
Eisenhower made the same comment when he first glanced at

this new biography.

Mr.: Gunther is well-known for
his "inside” books "Inside
Europe,”” “Inside America” and
so on. Apparently General Eisen-
hower had fears that this volume
was to be called "Inside Ike."

Certainly Mr. Gunther (who is
also the biographer of General
Douglas MacArthur) tries hard to

get a little further "inside Ike"
than the 12 authors who have
already written the General's
life. He builds up his story with
a wealth of illustrative stories,
personal details and odd trifles.
It is a piece of impressionism,
not a formal biography. There is
no detailed chronelogical record

The Lost Years of
Gunner Braddon

«T determined that I would eat everything — thus, cats, dogs, frogs,
snakes, bad fish, bad meat, blown tinned food, smnails, grubs,
fungus, crude vegetable oil, green leaves from almost anything that

grew, roots and rubber nuts..."

That was the resolve of Gunner
Russell Braddon, Australian war
prisoner of the Japanese. Maybe
he derived precious few calories
out of all the garbage he consum-
ed; but he had the will to live.

Russell Braddon's book "The
Naked Island” (Werner Laurie,
155), an exceedingly grim record
of life in Pudu camp, Changi jail
and on the Siamese "death” rail-
way, is a best-seller. It is written
in gall where it is not written in
blood; it tells of hideous suffer-
ings, abominable brutality, casual
murder — and great nobility.

In the first jail the Australian
captives were openly amused by

This sketch of a Japanese guard,
from “The Naked Island,” is by
Ronald Searle, a war prisoner
in Malaya. Famous today for his
cartoons of bloodthirsty school-
girls, he sharpened his technique
in captivity sketching such things
as decapitated heads on poles.
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the British, who "formed an im-
maculate squad which fairly
quivered to attention,” and who
were “frankly astounded at our
disorderliness.” The author often
chafed under camp discipline, but
he says, "They're nice people to
be in jail with, the British.”
Two men are singled out for
unreserved praise. One is a former
Cambridge cox, Padre Noel Duck-
worth, “a name which tens of
thousands of Australians, English-
men and Scots will remember till
they die.” The Padre saved
wounded men from massacre,
being flogged for his pains by the
Japanese. He ran a chapel and
a black market — “the Padre was
a realist as well as a Christian.”
The other man was a medical
officer, Major Kevin Fagan, who
on a racking 100-mile march by
emaciated men through the jungle

strode the equivalent of 200 miles’

up and down the column helping
the suffering. To one man, who
said he was paralysed and was
being carried by his mates, Major
Fagan gave a sudden, hard kick
in the pants, The paralysed man
rose and fled.

Yes, there were spivs too. When
the author returned to Australia
he was asked to redeem IOU's
totalling £112 for water supplied
to him, when ill, at £1 a mug.
Braddon offered to pay in full if
the recipient would pose with
him, in the act of receiving the
money, for newspaper photo-
graphers. The offer was declined.

There are many tragic referen-
ces to Argylls. At Pudu two dying
Scots walked in to surrender,

survivors of 40 Argylls cut off at.

Slim River. For weeks they had
fought a private war. Malaria
overtook them; they buried each
other, marking the graves until
only these two were left. In Pudu
they died, happy, surrounded
again by men who talked “their
almost unintelligible dialect.”

of the General's boyhood and
military career. The author offers
a good measure of discussion as
to General Eisenhower’s qualifi-
cations for the White House.

If you want to know all about
General Eisenhower's likes and
dislikes, here they are. It seems
he reads "Westerns," the gaudier
the better; "he is seldom without
a pile of these monstrous pro-
ducts.” Except on the subject of
his future, he is a loquacious
man, He can lose his temper
when required. He loathes paper
work, and like Mr. Churchill,
hates to read any document
longer than one page. “If a man
can't get what he wants to say
on a single page, then it isn‘t
worth reading. He hasn't crystal-
lised - his . own thinking.” He
dictates a record of important
conversations immediately after-
wards, and refreshes his memory
next time he meets the individual
concerned (who is suitably im-
pressed),

What else? Oh yes, his favour-
ite word is “instantly.” He is
now a non-smoker, though once
he smoked so hard that at public
dinners he used to persuade the
chairman to authorise smoking as
soon as the soup was over.
Though as keen as ever on Allied
co-operation, he does not like his
American Staff using horrible
English phrases like “Cheerio,”
and once sanctioned a system of
fines for offenders. In case you
wonder how Field-Marshal Vis-
count Montgomery addresses him,
lhe answer is "Sir."

Though stationed in France,
General Eisenhower is in no
danger of ‘‘going native.” His
headquarters is like any Ameri-
can Army post. If you are
thinking of calling on him,
Mr. Gunther strongly advises you
not to ring up and ask for a staff
car; he recommends that you
make your own way by 'bus.

In many ways, it is an extra-
ordinary headquarters over which
General Eisenhower now presides,
near the forest of Marly. “A
French colonel discovered recent-

Caught in a stern moment:
General Dwight Eisenhower.

ly, to his chagrin, that the salary
of his American WAC secretary
was more than his own," records
Mr. Gunther. "An American
major gets $384.75 per month;
a Danish major gets $79.77 and
an Italian major $43." It is not
an overstaffed headquarters; a
high officer who asked for a staff
of 71 was allotted nine.

The General's principal secre-
tary, Helen Weaver, has the
curious rank of "“Chief Yeoman."
One of his military assistants is a
Scots Guards officer, Colonel
James Gault, who was with him
in World War Two. Early in
1950, when Colonel Gault was
desperately ill, his wife telephon-
ed to General Eisenhower at
Columbia University, New York
and asked him to send over some
aureomycin, which he did. This
vear, when General Eisenhower
took over SHAPE, the Colonel
telegraphed him: “Since I owe
my life to you I can only offer
to give it to you once more."

General Eisenhower's future
may be settled by the time these
lines appear, Whatever his choice,
he will still be “the most popular
American who has ever lived
and worked in Europe.” Nowa-
days, says Mr. Gunther, the Gene-
ral talks a good deal about the
need for a “spirityal renaissance.”
And how right he is.

String Vests v. No Vests

N that first winter in Korea, a part'y of British soldiers thought they
ought to do something to show their contempt of the weather. So
they played a game of football, half naked, on the frozen ground:

String Vests versus No Vests.

The story is told by Eric Link-
later in “"Our Men In Korea"
(H. M. Stationery Office, 2s 6d),
the first official account of the
Commonwealth part in the Korean
operations, down to mid-1951.

It may be said at once that an
account like this, by a writer of
distinction, with 45 illustrations
on glossy paper, and ten maps, is
a notable publishing feat at half-
a-crown. Mr. Linklater was him-
self in Korea last summer; there
is a picture of him about to be
catapulted in a Firefly from the
deck of HMS Glory, to visit the
Commonwealth front line.

Here is the proud story of the
Commonwealth operations, in
orderly and often inspiring prose,
starting in the days when Briga-
dier Basil Coad's headquarters
“consisted of himself, his Brigade
Major, his Intelligence Officer
and a candle-end." Here is the
“rough story" of the 41st In-
dependent Commando of the
Royal Marines; here too is the
account of the Gloucesters’ stand,
and a map with all the requisite
arrows. It seems that at one stage

during the Gloucesters' battle,
when the Chinese bugles - had
blown for a fresh assault, a



drummer of the Gloucesters ans-
wered by playing the call for
Defaulters. Says Mr, Linklater:
“The Adjutant was not amused.”
Then came that historic dawn
when Lieut-Colonel Carne order-

-ed the drum-major to blow a long

reveille, "Roland's horn among
the mountains, gathering echoes
from centuries of battle, sounded
again; and the haggard soldiers
on their blackened hillside rose
and cheered.”

Even now, many soldiers who
have not served in Korea do not
realise just how savage was the
midwinter cold. Mr. Linklater
quotes an officer’s account: "The
Squadron-Leader put a flask to his
lips, and the skin came away on
the metal. It was dangerous to
touch the side of a tank with the

bare hand. To shave in the morn-
ing, a metal razor had to be
tipped out of its case, into warm
water, before it could be safely
handled. Beer arrived frozen solid
in its bottles. The Squadron work-
ed under the continual strain and
handicap of mechanism freezing
fast over-night.”

Mr. Linklater's account ends
with the formal ceremony of the
formation of 1st Commonwealth
Division. ;

“The silver bugles blew, a sum-
mer breeze filled the five stan-
dards, and the Division turned
its back on ceremony to face the
north again... The soldiers had
learnt enough of the enemy not
to despise him; but they knew
enough about themselves to be
confident.”

The Infantry Built Ships

ANY a queer job has' fallen the way of a British Infantry bat-
talion; none queerer than that which was assigned in the winter
of 1943—1944 to the 10th Battalion The Worcestershire Regiment.

The story of it is told by Lieut-
Colonel Lord Birdwood (son of
the late Field-Marshal) in “The
Worcestershire Regiment 1922—
1950 (Gale and Polden, 18s).

Just before Christmas 1943 the
Commanding Officer of the 10th
Battalion was called to a head-
quarters in High Holborn, Lon-
don, There he was briefed for his
part in "Operation Quicksilver.”

The idea was to build a large
fleet of dummy landing craft to
delude the Germans into thinking
that an invasion was imminent
from the Kent and Essex coasts.
The Worcestershires were based
on Dover, Folkestone and the
Orwell estuary at Harwich; and
the 4th Northamptonshires were

PAY PUZZLES

F the special allowances

‘which a soldier may earn,
the most gratifying is “re-
sponsibility allowance.” Un-
fortunately it is paid only to
the Chief of the Imperial Gen-
eral Staff (£1000 a year) and
military members of the Army
Council (£500 a year).

This information is gleaned
from an instructive and useful
little book entitled “Guide to
Army Officers’ Pay, Allow-
ances and Financial Affairs”
(Gale and Polden, 5s). In clear
English, not unmixed with
martial philosophy, Captain
W. B. Wilton MC, Royal Army
Pay Corps, explains all the
knotty details about officers’
travel allowances, income tax,
overseas allowance and so on.
He tells how much per day an

assigned a similar task at
Yarmouth and Lowestoft.

All the “ships,” which were
built at dusk or during the night,

* were made of tubular scaffolding

on wheels, covered with painted
canvas and sail-cloth, and floated
on empty oil drums. When the

scheme got into its stride 40 men_

were turning out a vessel in
ten hours — from 5 p.m. to 3 a.m.
Each was complete down to
dummy anti-aircraft guns.

In May 1944 people were
turned out of their houses on the
Dover sea front and the launching
was begun. Little ships buzzed
about the coast, helping to give
the illusion that a fleet was
preparing for sea, "It was no
easy task,” writes Lord Birdwood,
“to make the project sufficiently

obvious to attract attention
without overplaying the part,
which would have aroused
suspicion."”

By 6 June the Worcestershires
and the Northamptonshires be-
tween them had assembled a fleet
of 250 wvessels. Air activity and
radio deception helped to stimu-
late the Germans' interest in this
phantom fleet, and the craft at
Dover received the honour of a
bombardment. At one stage the
German radio claimed to have
frustrated the British invasion.
The cost of this successful ruse
was three men wounded in Dover.

Before they undertook this
operation, the 10th Worcester-
shires had already performed a
"hush-hush” duty. They had
been ordered to guard a group
of what appeared to be innocent
bungalows round Hythe ' and
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release, it's out!
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lighter spotless.
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Your jewellery-finished Ronson is precision-
built by master-craftsmen. That is why it
lights first time ... why a Ronson gives
faultless service year after year. Try the
Ronson Standard, shown here, for yourself !

LONG LIFE FLINTS

Ronson Firebronze (regd. trade mark) Flints

are extra long, spark stronger, last longer. 8 in
a flat case — they don’t get lost !

FILL UP WITH RONSONOL
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BOOKS FOR
ALL RANKS

FORCES' BOOKSHOPS

CANAL ZONE

FAYID (Y.M.C.A.)

Faym (C. oF 8.)

MOASCAR (Y.W.C.A.)

IsmaiLia (Hibbert Houses ;
211 Transit Camp)

TeL eL Keeir (C. oF S.)

TRIPOLI (¥.M.C.A.)

BENGHAZI
Army Education

B.A.O.R.

HamBURG (Church Army)
DusseLporr (Church Army)
NeuMunsTER (Church Army)
BAD OEYNHAUSEN (Y.W.C.A.)
FRANKFURT (Y.W.C.A.)

Dymchurch. Only the Command-
ing Officer knew that these
bungalows contained the pumping
installations for “Pluto” (Pipe
Line Under The Ocean).

knows that the administration of CeLie (Church of Scotland)

animal conducting officer can
claim; how much a padre is
allowed for a tropical cassock;
how much extra an officer is
paid for serving in Saudi

HANNOVER (Salvation Army)
HANNOVER (Y.M.C.A.)
BERLIN (Y.M.C.A.)

BUNDE (Y.M.C.A,)
DORTMUND (Y.M.C.A.)
ISERLOHN (Y.M.C.A.)

leisure hours demands a good
book. All reading matter can
be obtained from the Forces’

Arabia; and how much an of-
ficer can claim.when travell-
ing to an investiture. The book
contains the melancholy in-
formation that a Victoria Cross
pension is liable to income tax.

A shorter version of Captain
Wilton's book is in use at
Sandhurst.

The adventures of the Wor-

cestershires’ other battalions in |.

World War Two are well told.
The 1st Battalion fought on the
heights of Keren, and in Tobruk,
where disaster overtook it; re-
formed, it fought in North-West
Europe. The 2nd served in India,
on the Chindwin and the Irra-
waddy.

Bookshops or from S.C.B.D.
SERVICES CENTRAL

BOOK DEPOT

(W. H. Smith & Son, Ltd.)

9-13 KEAN STREET, LONDON, W.C.2

KIEL (Y.M.C.A.)

LUNEBURG (Y.M.C.A.)

OLDENBURG (Y.M.C.A.

SENNELAGER (Church Army)

WAHN (Y.W.C.A.)

WINTERBURG (Y.M.C.A.)

B.T.A.

ViENNA (Schonbrunn
Barracks ; Y.W.C.A.)

KLAGENFURT (Y.M.C.A.)

B.E.T.F.O.R.

TRIESTE (Y.M.C.A.)
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SPITFIRES versus SHIFTA

The Editor of SOLDIER has received the following letter:
IR: In your February issue there was an article on
No. 1910 Independent AOP Flight in Eritrea. One para-
graph said that the Flight was brought from Tripoli “to
do a job formerly attempted by Spitfires." Since this wording, -
albeit innocently, might tend to belittle the eiforts of the RAF
we, the pilots who flew those Spitfires, would like to reply.

Firstly, there was the daily of a Spitfire was sufficient to
routine “milk run,” a check-up send a shifta bandit scurrying
of all the isolated police posts and it was known that, on one
and observation of any shifta occasion, the hold up of a ‘bus
signals displayed for us and the was foiled in this manner,
dropping of any instructions. In  pyring the three months we
this manner known bands of shifta gperated from Asmara, we neither
were kept under constant obser- gyffered loss of life, nor did
vation and intercepted by ferret o inflict any. There were no
forces and Army patrols. Our gecidents; no damage was done
VHF provided a communications ¢, military or civilian property.
link almost direct to the Chief of Maybe that is because we are
Police himself. The "aerial cow- professional flyers, but even so
boy” act was originated by us ji js gurely the hallmark of effi-
and several herds of stolen cattle ciency especially in such difficult
were stampeded by the tactics country with its bad flying
described in your article. weather. If the job was difficult
_ Every police post and area of for an Auster it was ten times
importance was photographed by more so for a fast fighter whose
us and pinpolnted as accurately pilot was his own navigator,
as possible on the inaccurate radio operator, observer and
maps which were .put atrour dis- photographer. Moreover, you
posal — a particularly useful cannot land a Spitfire anywhere;
present to the Auster Flight when ¢ ap engine packs in in such
they arrived. The Army patrols country it is an aircraft written
out on shifta hunts were kept off put thanks to the commend-
under a; watchful eye and were aple efforts of the ground crews
supplied with spare parts. and that never happened,
glt?g; (ﬁ?{;ﬂijoﬁ)ﬁgﬁgnth‘gairiﬁ; Furthermore, before we left fo
left no doubt about its gratitude rzis;;ﬂewguﬁla%uttﬁi lgsstﬁgn(c::ng%
to us, only too evident on smiling , 44;5 G jes of Pollee and the Army
faces and in frantic arm waving. S e e e e e e

Several demonstrations of low- =
level aerobatics were staged over be.?ln far from wasted. If any doubt
towns and villages to impress the Stfl remains ai_to the effectwenelses
locals, also an air-to-ground shoot e £ oui'h opderabltonst wteh calnt %n Y
to which local chiefs were invited ::li?)rn Tie ?lléyaelr Bgrksflires Re;it:

gggt;tygéncsya %DCII; \Qllag:n\:g; ment, our collaborators at As-
: ‘ I .. mara, for verification. — Sqgn-
shells from six aircraft, This Leader F.- V. Mossllo, Offtcer

demonstration, so the police in-
formed us, was the biggest deter-

rent to shifta harbouring by the
tribes afterwards and its imme- % SOLDIER regrels any un-

diate effect was the beginning of intenfional reflection on No. 208
mass surrender by the shifta Squadron; wishes its pilots many
themselves. The mere presence happy landings.

Commanding, No. 208 Squadron,
Royal Air Force, MEAF 10.

The following films will shortly
be shown in Army Kinema Corpo-
ration cinemas overseas:

ANGELS ONE FIVE

Like Drake's ships which drbve
back the Spanish Armada, the
Hurricane aircraft which drove

back the Luftwaffe in 1940 have -
disappeared from service. The producers of this British film have to

thank the Portuguese Government for the loan of Hurricanes.
“Angels One Five" is about the life of a fighter squadron during the
Battle of Britain, and was made with Air Ministry assistance: Jack
Hawkins, Michael Denison and Dulcie Gray head a cast which
includes members of the Women's Royal Air Force. A good type of
war picture: no false heroics, no psychiatrical humbug.

LIS

COMING YOUR WAY

THE CARD
Alec Guinness plays Arnold Bennett's grandfather of the “wide
boys" — the washerwoman's son who begins his career by altering

some examination results and, by showing equal enterprise in
business, builds up a large bank-balance and becomes mayor of his
town, The three women in his life are Valerie Hobson, Glynis Johns

and Petula Clark. Lucky Card!

ANNE OF THE INDIES
You might think that the woman who could command a pirate
ship, with the usual cui-throat crew, would be a grim old hag.
Instead, she is Jean Peters. Pretty or not, pirate captains cannot be
allowed happy endings, even in Technicolor, so Miss Peters meets
disaster when she capiures handsome Louis Jourdan, who has a
beautiful wife (Debra Paget) in the nearest port.

FIVE FINGERS

Here is James Mason as "Cicero,” the valet in the war-time
British Embassy in Ankara who photographs documents from the
safe for the German Ambassador. Danielle Darrieux is the beautiful
countess who finally gets away with the valet's money, and Michael
Rennie is the man from Whitehall who tries to clear it all up.

WITH A SONG IN MY HEART
Susan Hayward, in Technicolor, hurts her legs in an aeroplane
crash but goés on singing. Her songs range geographically from
“Montparnasse”’ to "The Gay White Way" and in theme from
“Joe’s Toasty Peanuls” to "I've got a Feeling You're Fooling.” With
Rory Calhoun and David Wayne.

*
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PLAN  YOUR ' FUTURE - NOW ' WITH

DE:  HAMILIE AN

There is skilled work available for

MACHINE TOOL CRAFTSMEN

(Vertical, horizontal and universal millers, etc.)

Apply Lhz‘ough your local employment exchange to:—

THE DE HAVILLAND AIRCRAFT COMPANY:  LTD
HA TFIELD HERTFORDSHIRE
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(YOu'VE REALLY 60T SOMETHING THERE) )

oy

YES, YOU'VE REALLY GOT SOMETHING
WHEN YOU’VE GOT A

BLUE RIBAND

CHOCOLATE SANDWICH WAFER

A GRAY DUNN PRODUCT

Diamond with
Platinum shoulders

Two Diamonds s
incrossover £35

Crossover of "II'I..
Diamonds £10.10.0

Half-hoop of fine
Diamonds £42.10.0

Fine cluster of Dia-

Five-stone Diamond
) crossover  £22.10.0

monds £32.10.0

FROM']ames Walker's vast

Fine quality Square-cut Sapphire range of rings there is
Diomond solitaire and two Diemonds one for you—righi in sfyle,
£42.10.0 £12120 Eruﬂsmunship and ' value!
e very ring is guaranieed fo

€ ) yourlikingormoneyrefunded.

Aya398”  Wherever you are the James

Walker catalogue brings you

Engraved Gold Wed-  the choice of rings from this

ding Ring  £440  famous firm. Itis yours FREE.
The rings are shown exact to

size so that you can buy by

E'slizd’. i post with absolute confidence.

amesWalker

Dept.18, CENTURY HOUSE, STREATHAM, LONDON, 5.W. 16 i
and 77 Branches in London and the Home Counties |
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OFFICER BOXERS

In reports of Army boxing dur-
ing recent years there has been

I little mention of officer contest-

ants.

In the early ‘twenties, some
may remember that in the inter-
unit team competition teams com-
prised three officers (over middle-
weight, welter to middle and
under welter), and eight Other
Ranks at the usual weiglhts. Units’
resources varied, of course, and
some were hard put to it to find
three officers of the right weight
and any experience in the "noble
art.” However, there was rarely
lack of volunteers to "have a go”
and obtain a ‘'losers’ point" at
least.

In contrast some units had useful
talent. One recalls for instance, the
2nd Battalion The Loyal Regiment at
Tidworth in 1925. This regiment had
great boxing traditions and the bat-
talion then had four most capable of-
ficers, Captain Schoales, Lieutenants
Kearon, Thomas ‘and Gainher, who
held their own with the best amateurs
in London and elsewhere, and were
prominent competitors in the ISBA
championships. Other well-known
names were Lieutenant Lister of the
Buffs, Lieutenant Courtis RASC and
earlier Major (""Gunner'’) Huntingdon,
of the Welch Regiment, all most
formidable in the amateur ring,

In conditions then prevailing, offic-
ers were matched against officers in
the team competition and their ap-
pearance in the ring certainly added
to team and unit spirit.

Later, conditions were altered to
include only one officer at any weight
in a team of 15, liable to fight anyone,
and this prevalled certainly in the
Army Team Championship in India
in 1931-32, Later, even one officer was
not compulsory, and perhaps this
gradual decline in officer represen-
tation may have affected interest?

Many of us remember, too, the
encouragement and instruction pro-
vided at Sandhurst by the famous
Serjeant-Instructor “Dusty” Miller of
the Army Physical Training Corps
and S/MI Butters, "Dusty’s’ battered
and cheerful face in the corner as a
second, and his shrewd advice, were
worth points to his man. — Major
B. N. Whitty, The Welch Regiment,
452 GSO (BSE).

%* On a point of accuracy: SOLDIER
is informed that the teams of the early
‘twenties consisted of three officers
and 12 men; it was in the early 'thir-
ties that the officer represeniation
was reduced to one.

The standard ol officer boxing has
improved since the war ended. This
year there were five officer enlries
in the  all-ranks championships, as
against one the previous year. Read-
ers will have notliced that 2[Lieul.
Peter Hoppe, of the Duke of Welling-
ton’s  Regiment, this year won the
Army's light-heavyweight champion-
ship — the first officer to win an

@SOLDIER welcomes letters.

There is not space, however,
to print every letter of interest
received; all correspondents
must therefore give their full
names and addresses. Ans-
wers cannot be sent to col-
lective addresses.

Anonymous or insufficiently
addressed letters are not pub-
lished.

@ Please do not ask for in-
formation which you can get
in your own orderly room or
from your own officer, thus
saving time and postage.

Army boxing title since before World
War One. The Army Boxing Associa-
tion are considering including an
officer again in unit boxing teams.

There exists an Army Officers Box-
ing Club; but officers aure nevertheless
encouraged to enter for all-ranks
championships.

An officer-boxer of renown was
General G. le Q. Marlel, now retired.
In the “phoney war" of 4940, while
commanding 50th Division in France,
he offered to box any soldier under
him.

POOLS — AND POLISH

The leader in your April issue
commenting on the holder of a VC
publicly presenting a cheque for
£75,000 to a pools winner certainly
contains sentiments with which every-
one who wears the Queen's uniform
will agree.

But... how can you justify your
very strong comments on this subject
when on Page 26 of the same issue
you blatantly publish an advertise-
ment containing the photograph of a
named ex-RSM of the Grenadier
Guards recommending a certain shoe
polish?

Surely every word in your leader
could be applied to this advertise-
ment also, The principle in both cases
is exactly the same; at least, it is so
to my way of thinking.

In passing, may I say thank you
for your very educative and enter-
taining publication which is eagerly
awaited every month. -— Lieut-Col
E. R. Bradley, Commanding 2nd Cadet
Battalion The York and Lancaster
Regiment.

* SOLDIER's main objection was to
the attempt, by the pools firm, to
associale a man who, in the popular
mind, embodies the spiril of bravery
with the spirit of get-rich-quick,
The RSM referred lo is no longer
in the' Army, and is a free agent. Al

Things You Wouldn't Know
Unless We Told You

The British Army issues
lipstick — “lipstick, anti-
chap.” Anewtypeis being
sent to Korea shortly.




&

the least, there is more to be said
for inciting soldiers to keep their
boots clean than for ''glamourising” a
pools organisalion.

ARMY COOKING

In the March issue you printed a
photograph of one of the many Army
Catering Corps exhibits at the recent
Hotel and Restaurant Catering Exhi-
bition held at Olympia. I do feel
that your readers would be inter-
ested to know that one of the main
features was the Salon Culinaire,
where the work of the leading chefs
and the winners of the various com-
petitive classes was displayed.

The Army Catering Corps compet-
ed in a number of classes and the
work of instructors and boy appren-
tices from the ACC Training Centre
won the following awards: —

(@) Silver cup presented by the
Hotel and Catering Institute for the
best apprentice chef exhibit (collec-
tive award).

(b) Silver cup presented by the
Société des Gastronomes for the best
apprentice chef exhibit which was
won by Boy Regan. (Both these
competitions were open to technical
colleges and hotels throughout the
United Kingdom).

(c) Silver cup presented by Mit-
chell and Butler for the best Army
exhibit (won by Staff-serjeant de
Gresley).

(d) Other awards comprised three
gold medals, eight silver medals,
eight bronze medals and 16 certi-
ficates of merit.

These results speak for themselves
and in my opinion reflect most
favourably on the competitors and
those responsible for their training. —
Major C. Minardi, HQ Salisbury
Plain District, Bulford, Wilts.

SECOND CORPORAL

You say there has never been a
rank between private and corporal
(lance-corporal being an appoint-
ment). Up to 1920 there was a rank
in certain corps, including the Royal
Engineers and Royal Army Ordnance
Corps, known as second corporal.
This was a full rank and the holder
wore one stripe. On promotion to
second corporal, a lance -corporal
who was entitled to good conduct
stripes had to take them down, the
principle being no doubt that the
holder of a full rank should not have
to wear stripes to show he conducted

himself properly. — Major W. E.
Divall, Printing and Stationery Ser-
vice, RAOC, Germany.

Until the end of World War One
there was a rank in the Royal Engin-
eers of second corporal. There was
then no lance-serjeant. This being so
it was the custom for corporals in
small units to be members of the
serjeants’ mess, although they were
not privileged to visit messes of
other units. — Major S. P. Bethell
(late RE), Colliers End, Ware.

In my young days second corporal
was considered a very easy rank, as
the holder escaped the drudgery of a
lance-corporal yet was not eligible to
act as orderly serjeant, as was a full

corporal. — Major. G. Gillam (late
RAOC), Regmay, Churchdale Road,
Eastbourne.

FINAL DAY

A terminal grant of £300 is paid

on discharge to a warrant officer
class one who completes 22 years
service. Now a warrant officer who
undertakes to serve a three year sup-
plemental engagement is discharged
on the day he completes 22 years,
and is re-enlisted (in the ramnk of
private) to be promoted to his old
rank. In these circumstances, can he
apply for the payment of the £300 on
the day of his discharge after 22
years, or is the payment withheld
until the three years are up? If it is,
surely the man is losing the interest
on it. — Sjt. A. E. Marshall, 577 (The
Robin Hoods, Foresters) LAA/SL
Regiment RA (TA), Nottingham.
% The grant is not paid until the
three years are up. It is a terminal
grant, and so only paid on final
discharge, By this time it will have,
increased by £60 because of the exira
three years, and the pension raised
by 11s 3d a week. Gratuity in re-
spect of the extra engagement would
not, of course, be paid.

THAT FINAL YEAR

My orderly room is not certain of
the answer to this query so I put it
to you, My man's service started in
1928 and I re-engaged for 21 years
in September 1945. In 1947 I re-
engaged to complete 22 years. Some
people think I can claim discharge
when my original 21 years are up,
without serving the 1d year. Is this

FIVE GUINEAS FOR
A PHOTOGRAPH

ARE you competing in
SOLDIER’sphotographic
contest?

Entries should illustrate in
some way the theme: “The Army
must use every ingenuity and
device.” Treatment may be
serious or light-hearted; prints
entered may be of any size, so
long as they are clear.

Command Education Officers
will judge the entries from their
Commands and forward the best
to SOLDIER, for final judging.

FIVE GUINEAS will be paidfor
the best entry, TWO GUINEAS
for the next-best and ONE
GUINEA for every other entry
published.

SOLDIER
COUPDN pHoTOGRAPHIC
CONTEST

CONDITIONS

1. The competition is open to serving
members of the Army and Terri-
torial Army (including women's
corps) and the Army Cadet Force.

2. Photographs must have been taken
by the competitors submitting them.
They must not have been published
or sold for publication.

3. Competitors, must submit prints
only, but must be prepared to send
negatives if SOLDIER asks for them.

4. A competitor may submit any num-
ber of entries.

5. On the back of each print must be
written the name and address of the
competitor submitting it.

6. An entry coupon will be printed in
each edition of SOLDIER during the
competition and one of these cou-
pons must be stuck on the back of
each print submitted.

7. Entries for Command judging must
be sent to Command Education
Officers at Command Headquarters
by 30 September 1952.

8. Competitors not serving within nor-
mal Army Commands (e.q. members
of Military Attaches' stalfs or Mili-
tary Missions) may send their en-
tries direct to the Editor, SOLDIER,
BANU, 58, Eaton Square, London,
SW 1, by the same date.

9. Copyright of prints entered will be
retained by the Editor of SOLDIER
for six months after the close of the
contest.

10. Neither the Editor of SOLDIER mnor
Command Education Officers can
enter into correspondence with any
competitor on the subject of the
competition. g

STEALTHY
ONSET of
FALLING
HAIR

HE onset of Falling Hair is
often unsuspected. Just a few
hairs disappear at the forehead
(or it may be at the crown of
the head). Then a few more. And
then a few more. The hairfall is
hardly noticeable at first. But the
hair continues to fall, and then
one day you begin to realise how
your hair is falling out.
Alarming, however, as this
discovery may be, there is an
excellent prospect of remedying

NAME

sussassinnnsnnsansassnansnansas B0 OSE Lhis FOrm csssssssnssnnssnnsenssnnnnns
7 To ARTHUR J. PYE, 5, Queen Street, Blackpool, S. 94

Please send Free Book and particulars of treatments.

o ‘-'

Right and left of the forehead
are favourite points for the un-
suspected onset of that often
alarminghair trouble—a form
of premature loss of hair —
commonly known as “Falling
Hair.”

The crown of the head is
another frequent site for the
onset of Falling Hair. Often
a dense growth around the
thinning area may hide the
loss until a widening circle of
thinness makes it manifest.

the condition, provided specialised
treatment is resorted to while the
hair roots still remain alive.

The subject is fully explored
in a book entitled “How to Treat
Hair Troubles" by Mr. Arthur
J. Pye, the Consulting Hair
Specialist, of Blackpool. Whatever
your hair trouble, write for a
free copy of Mr. Pye's book, ad-
dressing your application to:
Arthur J. Pye, 5, Queen Street,
Blackpool, S. 94.

ADDRESS

(Block letters)

[Block letters)
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Soldier, Moy '52
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more LETTERS

50?7 — “Band Serjeant” (name and
address supplied).

* No. In this case the full engage-
ment must be served.

COMMUTATION

My 22 years service, soon to end,
includes 360 days on the Reserve.
(1) Must I make this period up?
(2) May I commute my pension in
order to start a business? — CQMS
A. Louch, Royal Military Police,
Cyrenaica,

% (1) Yes. (2) This will be consider-
ed by the Commissioners, Royal
Hospital, Chelsea, when the pension
has been awarded. A pension cannot
be entirely .commuted; it is nol re-
duced below 14s a week (21s for a
warrant-officer).

RESERVE PAY .

I shall shortly be transferred to the
Royal Army Reserve. What rate of
pay shall I receive and how is it
paid? — Private H. A. Mills, Corps
Headqguarters, BAOR.

% Reserve pay is 1s 6d a day for a
private on Section “A' and 1s if he
is on Section “B." It is paid quarterly
in arrears by means of a draft.

SHORTS, LONG

You say (SOLDIER, March) that
shorts were adopted by the Gurkhas
in 1913 and that African troops have
worn them since 1908.

When I went to India in February
1906 my unit, the Northamptonshire
Regiment, was then wearing shorts,
and I am told that shorts were worn
in India by both the British and
Indian Army, including Gurkhas, long
before then. On the Battalion return-
ing to England the Commanding Of-
ficer decided to carry on with them
in England, and we continued to
wear them up to the time we sailed
for France in August 1914
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During Army manoeuvres in 1912
General Smith-Dorrien mentioned in
his report that he particularly noticed
the 1st Battalion The Northampton-
shire Regiment marching along like a
huge machine. But of course the Army
used to march in those days. —
Major H. Payne, 84 Broadmead

Avenue, Northampton.

% Major Payne encloses photographs
in support of his statements. Here is
a section of one taken in Cornwall in
1911:

Another reader of SOLDIER who was
interested in the ar-
ticle on *‘Shorts" in |
the March edition
sends this picture of
what he calls*'shorts,
long” - (sometimes
known as “Bombay
bloomers”) worn in
the extended fash-
ion.The turned-down
section was some-
times tucked into
the socks. This
picture was taken
in Ibadan, Nigeria
in 1943.

INDIAN MEDAL

I was in India from 1945 until

February 1948, attached to an Indian
regiment, and was involved in vari-
ous duties in aid of the civil power.
Am I entitled to any medal struck
to commemorate the partition?
Lieut. J. A. Roberts RA, 2 AGRA,
MELF.
% Service in India at the transfer of
power is not in itself a qualification
for the Indian Independence Medal.
To qualify, British soldiers must have
been serving with the Armed Forces
of the Dominion of India on 1 Janu-
ary 1948. Those who went on leave
before that date, pending retirement,
but who volunteered for and were
serving with the Indian Forces be-
tween 17 August 1947 and 1 January
1948, are also eligible.

Application for this medal should
be made through units.

MEDAL ANNUITY

A local newspaper reporting the
receipt by an ex-soldier of the Merit-
orious Service Medal (he had been
waiting 36 years for it), gave details
of a gratuity of £10 which accom-
panies it. A bank manager I know who
has the medal says he has never
heard of the gratuity. The newspaper
also reported that only two medals
are given to each Cavalry regiment
at a time, and that a holder has to
die before it can be handed on. Is
this correct? — Captain James E.
Bardwell RA (TA), The Fox and
Goose Hotel, Coalville, Leicester.

% The Meritorious Service Medal
has an annuity of £10. During World
War One, however, when the medal
was awarded for certain acts of gal-
lantry, the annuity was nol always
given. It is possible the bank man-
ager mentioned was in that category.

To reduce the waiting period, the
medal is now issued without annuity
to all candidates, irrespective of regi-
ments or corps, who are on the

register for the medal and annuily.
When a vacancy occurs (by the death
of an annuitant), the records of all
candidates are examined; the oldest
qualified candidate in the same regi-
menl or corps as the deceased receiv-
es first consideration, irrespective
of the dales of registration of names.

The Meritorious Service annuily
allotment (£7500) is apportioned as
follows: Cavalry £780 (78 annuities
of £10); Royal Artillery £1460; Royal
Engineers £290; Infaniry £4590;
RASC £180; RAMC £110; RAOC £60
and RAPC £30.

The Cavalry allolment is two per
regiment and the Infaniry five per
regiment.

WHITE TABS

Do officer cadets at the Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst, wear
white tabs on their lapels? The
old soldier says they do not. I say
they do., — Pte. John Denny, The
Royal West Kent Regiment, Malaya.
% Sandhurst's cadels nowadays wear
white gorget patches on their lapeis.
So do the National Service cadets
at Mons and Eaton Hall cadet schools.
In addilion, those at Mons wear
while circular discs behind the cap
badge.

MEN IN HOSPITAL

I have paid a number of visits to
Connaught Hospital, Hindhead, in the
capacity of sick visitor and have
been repeatedly asked by patients of
all regiments and corps if it is poss-
ible for them to obtain copies of their
regimental magazines.

I hope it may be possible for units
with unsold copies of their magazines
to forward them to military hospitals.
The patients at Connaught Hospital
are suffering from tubercular and
chest complaints and are there for
long periods and frequently lose
touch with their units. — Major E.
T. Dickens, TD, RASC, 15 Training
Battalion (Dvrs) RASC, Blandford.

How the famous
Bennett College can help your
career through personal

POSTAL

YoUu FEEL that you cannot

F
I exams which will qualify you in your
trade or profession, if you are handicapped
in your career by missed educational
opportunities — here’s a message of hope

and encouragement.

Guaranteed tuition until successful . ..
When you enrol with The Bennett College
you will be coached until you QUALIFY.
This assurance is given by the Governor of
the College who has faith in his system of
Private Tutor training — by post.
way you have the benefits of College
tuition, but you work in your own time —
No extras are charged. All

at your pace!
books are free to students.

' Your latent cleverness .. ..

Your own Tutor will help you, will bring

out the talent in you. And there iS  Short Story Writing
often more than you imagine. You will Surveying =
qualify! And qualification means rapid }i‘::w"‘:"t“'““““
advancement. First choose your subject —  public Speaking

then send (without obligation)

Bennett College book on your subject.
NOW TEAR OUT THE COUPON

s — ——

m"m comn To the Governor, |

| The
I

prospectus on

Dept.E.148, The Bennett College, Sheffield.

TUITION

pass the
| IN WHicH OF THESE
LIES YOUR FUTURE?

Accountancy Exams.

Building

All Commercial Subjects

Commercial Art

Draughtsmanship

Electrical Engineering

GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF
EDUCATION EXAM.

Journalism

Languages

Mathematics

Mechanical Engineering

Motor Engineering

Police

Radio Service Engineering

Sanitation 5

Salesmanship

Secretarial Exams.

Shorthand (Pitman’s)

This

for The  Short Technical Subjects

Workshop Practice
AND MANY OTHERS

I would like to have yourl

NAME

(subject) l

ADDRESS

uLEASE WRITE IN BLOCK LETTERS

AGE (if under 21)......oe.
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Before you
open a
Banking -

o .:a”]ﬂ'n'
Account SRS T

%

T eEUNTIN

Service life brings changes—food, water,
overseas climate, unusual routine. Don’t let
this upset your system, make you out-of-sorts.
Take ENO'S “Fruit Salt” when you wake and
keep fresh and alert. ENO'S is not a harsh pur-
gative but a gentle, non-habit-forming laxative.

THis BOOKLET was
written for those who have
yet 1o open their first banking account. It describes the simple
procedure for opening and operating the account and mentions

1 the many services at the disposal of every customer. ] Good for the liver, too! And you’ll never find a
¥ A copy may be obtained from any branch or by post from y f more refreshing drink than ENO’S. All seasoned
§ Lloyds Bank Limited, 71 Lombard Street, London, E.C.3. travellers take ENO'S “Fruit Salt"”.
' LLOYDS BANK £ i 3 ’
Let |Eno’s ‘Fruit Jalt
look after your interests SPECIALLY RECOMMENDED for IRREGULAR ACTION,
SICK HEADACHE, LIVERISHNESS, BILIOUSNESS, INDIGESTION, ete.

The words “Eno” and ‘‘Fruit Salt” are registered trade marks.
Does your hair put people
RIGHT OFF!

YOUR HAIR may be short enough to please
the sergeant-major, but if it’s dry and life-
less, or if bits of dandruff cling to the part-
ing, i1l put other people right off!

These things are signs of ugly Dry Scalp!
And you can end Dry Scalp now with a
daily 20-second massage with ‘Vaseline’
Brand Hair Tonic. Don’t just rub—move
( the whole scalp, and your hair will be

healthier and handsomer. You only need a
Ch, Oh, Dry Scalp! few drops. The NAAFI has a bottle. Price

Lifeless, listless, untidy hair—  2/9d. and 4/3d. a bottle, inc. tax.
dandruff in the parting— Dry ;

Scalp’s his trouble.
i
/{QW‘«e

&*,\?
<
/3

w!

Dry Scalp ended —
dandruff checked ! It’s amaz-

| / ‘
- BR FT RELIEF | 55t

| hair looks, astonishing how

H 8 M’ ‘ m much beﬂ;r your scalp feels /_\o
" when you end Dry Scalp with #~ ~—~—=
| HAVE ASPRO’ Don’t throw caution to the winds! Always consider «Vaseline’ Hair Tonic.

your heart and stomach. When you stop pain—do it the .

n[mAﬁA‘“s‘ way that's quick and SAFE as well. Take two ‘ASPRO’ v l' * //r l
HEADACHE tablets and get that pain shifted in a matter of minutes.
muewmaric eans | ‘ASPRO’ Soothes, Calms & Comforts asellneé HAIR TONIC

COLDS & 'FLU From N.A.A.F.l. CAN‘I'EENE% o
AND CHEMISTS EVERYWHERE
NERVE PAINS Made by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks

The Dressing that Ends Dry Scalp
28398 # *“ Vageline' is the registered trade mark of the Chesebrough Mig. Co. Ltd.
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DIANA DORS

— J. Arthur Rank
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