










d, of whom two were drivw. From 
d y  Saturday morning to the finish on 

conigletely self-supporting-no outside 

morniag the 6rst team of six men 
ched off, watched by Alderman 

and complicated driving feats were 
started on the promenade. 

In Champs and Land-Rowers the two 
drivers fmm each team had to pass 
through a narrow gate, reverse into a 
box only a few inches wider than the 
vehicle, drive through a narrowing alley 
and then negotiate the nearside wheels 
through a narrow lane of white blocks. 
Points were deducted if the vehicles 
touched any obstacles. 

Meanwhile, for the marchers, the first 
stop was at a Sren gun range six miles 
outside the town. Through Brighton 
treets, crowded with Saturday sho 

art-time soldiers set them&?:. 

SUndaJT evellbg, each team had to be 

’! g? illiam Bufton, the Mayor of Brighton, 

’f - 

L. 

L 

c. 

2% ce and some even s w d  doub- 
e last couple of milea was uphill 

to the range a@ Wellmmbe Bottom 
where each soldier fired teq rounds 
before moving off to the second stop at 
Plumpton Race Course. 

Already some competitors were begin- 
ning to feel the strain. Odd men lagged 
behind their teams while fitter soldiers 
carried two weapons and the officers 
and non-commissioned officus worked 
hard to keep up spirits and energy. 

At Plumpton, the drivers were busy 
brewing up tea and stew and, after nearly 
16 miles of brisk marching, some teams 
arrived looking a little haggard and wet 
from heavy showers. But food, tea and 
a rest put them back on their feet and 
raring to go. 
The third phase of the exercise was 

a map-reading rally in vehicles, giving 
a physical respite to the marchers. 
Covering an indirect mute with hidden 
checks, vehicles had to arrive at controls 
exactly to time-points were deducted 

a i  

,.I.: . ,  

for early or late aqrival. The rally ended forward timed drive to Richmond Park 

mud. The teams had to march on a Saturday’s forced marching. But the 
bearing, cross a stream, c0Ile.a another emphasis was on teamwork and the 
bearing from a check point and return stronger men helped their weaker friends 
via the stream to Ashdown Forest. In through. 

teams With set no off time briskly to once stop again for a to rest, march the 

a further six miles to Clapham Common. 
Swinging along the South Circular Road, 
the muddy, motley fles of men drew 
nuious stares fmm churchgoem spot- 
lessly h s e d  in their Sunday best. 

At Clapham, quite U r’eceptiod had 

Units’brought recruiting stands and 
displays and set them up near the Iake 
that wan to be the scene of the water 
crossing. S e v d  bands were there with 
school cpdets in ill-fittiug d o m s  lurk- 
ing behind trees furtively smoking for- 
bidden cigaretres. in a nearby public 
house the colourful uniforms of The 
London Irish Rifles’ Pipe Band created 
a good-natured st i r  even though the 
pipers steadfastly refused to play their 
bagpipes in the saloon bar. 

First item on the programme for the 
arriving teams was lunch on the last of 
their food supplies. Then, watched by a 
large crowd, the Terriers paddled across 
the lake in rubber dinghies and doubled 
to a to-foot-high platfom where the 

stretchera and lowered precariously to 
the ground by ropes. Even when the 
anxioua “stretcher cases’’ arrived safely, 
their ordeal was not over; they had to be 

been arrsnged. A amh .  Of TerritQrial 

luckless drivers were snapped to 

’, 

. .  j ... 

. , .  . . .  . .  

passed through a hole in a brick wall and 
carried to a waiting ambulance. 
Duke Then of York’s it was Headquarters more marching in Chelsea to the 

where the marathon ended. Waiting to 
applaud the exhausted, but triumphant, 
soldiers was a crowd of fkiends and 
relatives. 
,double Many and of the The teams London came Irish in at Rifles the 

collected a couple of pipers somewhere 
on the mute to precede their entrance. 
In addition to all the other tests, the 
teams had marched at least 30 miles by 
the time they arrived at Chelsea. 

Mr John Pmfumo, the War Minister, 
presented the prizes and stayed at the 
gates to speak to the teams as they 
arrived. Later, at the presentation parade, 
he congratulated them all on completiag 
the marathon. 

With 946 points, the team from 
I Company, 10th Battalion, The Para- 
chute Regiment, won the maratho- 
and a huge tankard trophy with a beer 
mug for each team member. Second and 
third places also went to parampert+ 
Headquarters 44 Independent Parachute 
Brigade Group and z Company, 10th 
Battalion, with 901 and 827 points 
respectively. Fourth came “D” Com- 
pany, 3rd Battalion, The Queen’s Royal 



to Soldier 
QDAY, 49 “jdcffnders” in 
Britain’s principal cities and 
towns will flnd work for 

lar Servicemen and 
woman. -7 nawmgathishappem 
mveq working day In the 1h.r of 
tba job-llnderr, who a m  them- 

Iars now employed 
bY --Z?%d Auociation for 
e loymant of Regular Wlorr. 

Thlr 7Byearold or nisation is a 

z i e r  who, at  the end of his service 
and frequently at  an age which is 
becoming increasingly less acceptable 
for a new entrant into many jobs, 
seeks a second career for himself. 

His military service, and the quali- 
ties which it has bred and fostered, 
sti l l  count for much, of course, but 
as the World Wars x) rapidly recede 

, so diminish propor- 

hero, tL public sympathy and the 
semiment whlch once might almost 

,alone have guaranteed a civilian post. 
Today, the Serviceman comes out 

into a corn itive and rrhaps 
apparently unGndl world. e may 
be fortunate enougi, in this day of 
ever-Incmasing technology in the 
Army, to possess qualifications whlch 
ensure him a future but, in any case, 
he can-and largely doewurn  to the 
Asoclatlon, his own organisation 
finawed by the Services and taking 
nofeesfor placing him in employment. 

Last year, more than 70 per cent 
of ex-Regulan registered with the 
Aaociation. 

It is well that every recruit to the 
Navy, Army and Air Force should 
know that tha Association, full 
backed by the Servkes, is there to Iooc 
Dfter his interests and will not only 
endeavour t6 find him a \ob but help 
him throughout civilian life. 

Moreover, the Association is now 
layin its part in the “Save While 

!w !ferve” housin scheme, for a 

flrm mmise of employment when a 

the Serviceman had to 

in a clvilian job. 
In stressing this latter point at the 

Association’s annual meeting recently, 
the Adjutant-General, S i r  Richard 
Goodbody DSO, announced that in 
the Army alone more than 3400 men 
have now joined the “Save While You 
Serve” scheme. 

This is yet another example of the 
modern soldier’s foresight and his 
determination to secure for himself 
the best of two world- Me of 
adventure and travel in the Regular 

Iaer years. of a snug and pro T ably in 
Army and its natunl corolla 

egu~lly satidaaory, though sedate, 
& i l h  life in a steady job and his 
very own Englishman’s castle. 

T 

JTi em and Aimam. 

nificent insurance r or the Regular 

tlonatel into the t R“ e acclaim of the conquering 

building society wi f I now accept a 

mem le r applies for a loan, whereas 

wait previousr unti he was actually established 

. .. 

THE RANGE GOES 
In less than kght hours, and without nwvittg 
from his seat, one soldier can now 
da the job that formerly kept a butt party 
of twenty-four men busy for four days 

Stories by RUSSELL MILLER Pictures by ARTHUR BLUNDELL 

I 
I :  

ALL -ELECTRIC 
with the c h a r m s  of A k a ?  W She is efficient, obedient and 

hard-workhg-it is k a l l  wonder 
that hundreds of soldiers in Ger- 
many have fallen head over heels 
for her. And although her suitors 
would readily admit that Alma is 
not everybody% cup of tea, any 
shoo- mth- would immedi- 
ately recogdoe het o b v i o ~  talents. 

For Alma is an elapo-mechenical 
range at Sennelager, one of three that 
are now revolutionising the British 
Army’s shooting. Alma works entirely 
by e l d a t y .  The targets are controlled 
from a hut behind the firing point. hits 
are recorded automatically and no butt 
party The of any improvement kind is required. over ordinary 

ranges is tremendous in every respect. 
Shooting in the Army canbe a hstrating 
business-to soldiers firing it often 
seems the men in the butts are half 
asleep; for the miserable butt party it 
meana craned ne& and complicated 
hand s i g d k g ;  and to cap it all the 
telephone between the firing point and 
the butts never seems to work properly 
when the scores are being totalled 
Alma first went into use at Seamelager 

in September. Since then it has come 
through every trial (including the worst 
s p J l  of weather for many years) with 
flying colours. Now it is planned to 
instal Alma’s equipment on every classi- 
fication rauge in the Army. Two types of 
equipment-one German and one 
British-were installed and tried out. 
The British equipment was chosen. 

Like an ordinary range, Alma has 
rom of targets nt three distances from 
the firing point-xoo, MO and 300 yards. 
Each d e n  target is hinged to a small 
elepic motor embedded in a concrete 
box flush with the ground. From a con- 
trol box behind the firing point all the 
ioba previously performed by a butt 
party of 24 men can be done by one 
man-aud much more quickly-just 
by flicking a few switches 

The i m q ,  of a bullet stliking the 
target sends an impulse to the electric 
motor which automatically remrds a 
hit on that target in the control box. 

Old soldiers were a little sceptid 
at first in rmsting their jealously- 
guarded shooting prowess to electricity. 
But even they were convinced when a 
riile was clamped to a stand, aimed at 
a target and fired 20 h-in the 
control box, 20 hits were recorded. 

The German equipment was rejected 
when it was discovered that near 
misses were being recorded as hits. 
This was because it worked by a tiny, 
sensitive microphone instead of by im- 
p- the noise of a near miss was 
sometimes SUfIident to be picked up 
by the microphone and w r d e d  as a hit. 

mediately they have finished shodng. 
One hundred and sixty soldiers can 

do their u u n d  chqification shooting 
in one day on A h a .  NorrspllJt it would 
rake four days. 

The umrml box is even fitted with ~ 

an electric fire to keep the OV’B 
’ 

feet warm and the equipment i a  sn 
simple tbat a soldier can 1- to operste [- 
it in under five minutes. 

Two c o d e s  are laid out logically 
with the amtrols for the chne lieCS of 
eight targets one above the othsr. Esch 
mget has its own switch for raising or 
lowering, a meter (like a ciu milomn+r 1 
which remrds the scores, and a butnm 
which ram, the meter to zao. Mssta 
switches can raise or lower all Jsht 
targets at once if required. Alternatidlp. 
the ummls.can be set so that the 
targetfallsimmcdiatelyithasbeenhit. 
sina September, Alma has sufthed 

very few tcethinp aoubles. Even during 
the sevece cold spell  the equipment 
worked perfectly until snow seeped into 
the cowefe bmes which house the 
electric motors and h z e  in blocks of 
ice so solid that the mofors had to be 
removed and thawed out. 

At present, elecrricity is provided by 
a portable gmerator, but it wilI  be laid 
on from the mains when a -er five 
electric rmges-mo artending to 600 
yards-we added. 

Experiments are now being carried 
out to fit electrical equipment on Sen- 
nelager’s 6eld firing ranges so that 
moving targets can be controlled electri- 
cally from one point. The redundant 
German equipment on Alma is to be 
used to assist initial experiments. 

Apart from the obvious assets, the 
remahing very real advantage is that 
soldiers really enjoy firing on Alma- 
especially when the targm are set to 
fall when hit. And the howledge that 
all the work is being done by electriaty 
and not by their harassed mates, meam 

’ 

. 

. 
a lot. 
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THESE GUNNERS ~ 

For many new arrivals straight from Malt+ the great distances are P lasting impreasion. They all 
undergo aa intensive driving course to get them used to German roads, tr&c and mad sipns.  

B E A R  A C R O S S  
i 

ing officer, Lieutenant-Colonel George 
Micallef. Acclimatizing his men to 
their new life has turned out to be a 
comparatively Saaightforward task. Be- 
fore leaving Malta, a Royal Army 
Service Corps team helped the Maltese 

niques and now a ,yigorous aaining 
programme operates in Germany. 

Major E W Parnia, who is responsible 
for driver uaining, has found his bigeest 
problem to be teaching recruits German 
road signs. When the Regiment collected 
its vehicles from Belgium, the convoy 
got lost in Aachen and drove off in four 
different directions. To their d t ,  the 
Gunners a l l  arrived at Dosanund before 
dusk. 

Royal Malta Artillerymen wear the 
same uniform as the rest of the British 
Army-the only difference is in their 
cap b x o f  Royal Artillery design 
with a rge Cross behind the gun. 
Pay and conditions for the Maltese 
soldiers are slightly different but this 
situation may change when they are 
reviewed next year. 

The Regiment also has its own doc- 
tors and dentists-they do not seme in 
the Royal Army Medical Corps or 
Royal Army Da ta l  Corps. 

In Germany, the Regiment has a 
double language barrier. Many of its 
soldiers arc only just mastering English 
- n o w  they have to attempt to leam a 
litxle German. Maltese, basically an 
Arabic tongue, does not help much 
with eithes language. 

with initial aaining in U X X I S ~ O ~ ~  t s h -  

when they heard British soldiers 
speaking in a strange tongue that bore 
not the slightest resemblance to English! 
The soldiers wefe men of 1st Regiment, 
Royal Malta Artillery, serving in 
Northem Europe for the first time in 
their unit's history. 

This unique and little-known unit of 
the Regular British Army is learning a 
new role with Rhine Army-temporarily 
its guns have been laid aside and it is 

months at home and two-and-a-half 
years abroad. 

The Regiment arrived in Dortmund 
last year. Now it has completely settled 
down, both to its new job and its new 
environment. Most of these Gunners 
are very young, short-service soldiers 
(their average age is 18) who have never 
before been outside Malta GC. From 
their tiny island home, where their sober 
lives were rigidly controlled by the 

ribbons of the autobahn network. 
With only IZ quarters for families, 

most of the married men have had to 
leave their wives and children behind, 
but to ensure that its soldiers get home 
fairly regularly, the Regiment charters 
a German avilian aircraft to fly them 
to Malta at cheap rates. 

Considering the potential difficulties, 
there have been surprisingly few major 
problems for the Regiment's Command- 

The omcern and men of the Royal Xalta Artil- defences. During World War Two the Xaltese 
lery have one over-riding regret while in Gianners defeated outright an Italian E boat 
Germany-that they are Qunners without guns. force in the biggest coast defence action of the 
For their history is steeped in artillery trad- war, and when 170 German bombers were daily 
itions. The Regiment is a direct descendant of attaching Xalta, the Eoyal Malta Artillery 
the Xfdteee Xilltia Coast Artillery, raised in was at it. guns. During one month alone, 102 
1801 to man and meintein the island's coast enemy aircraft were shot down. 
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RIMY Dortmund,in the heart doing a Royal Army Service Corps Church, they moved to industrial Ger- 
of Germany's smoke-bel- transport job. many and a new world of flashing neon G ching industrial Ruhr, is used New conditions of service had to be lights, strip clubs, all-night bars, escala- 

to soldiers. In the bustling streets, drawn up to enable the Royal Malta tors, t rams and many more everyday 
British and German troops are a Artillery to serve abroad. Formerly, sights that none of them had ever seen. 
common sight and the arrival or young Maltese men joined the Regi- For many, it was the great distances 
departure of military units used to ment to serve at home only, but in 1961 that made a lasting first impression. At 
arouse little local interest. Until they were made liable for service home the longest drive would be from 
the Royal Malta Artillery appeared abroad for periods up to a year without one side of the island to the other- 
on the smoky scene. their families, and new short-service in Germany they are driving hundreds 

For the Germans were astonished soldiers were introduced to serve six of miles along the endless asphalt 

Thb* rafedi 
mmt in the &+Imt'a hbCOydefMting 
I u l t n  E baatn w h i d ~  mncked in 1941. 

In sport, the Re&& b, -ready 
made its mark, reaching the divisional 
finals in table tennis and hockey and the 
Rhine Army water polo semi-finals. 
The Regimental football team was 
narrowly defeated in the quarter-fbah 
of the Army cup. 

Life in Germany is not easy for men 
of the Royal Malta Artillery. On top of 
lengthy separation from their families, 
they have to cope with a new job entirely 
different from their normal routine, 
complicated language problems and Neon Ii hts mike a kaleidosco of colour as two 
less pay than the rest of the by. B~~ soldiers dthe Rod M a b  Art& stroll acm% a 

they are coping-d coping with corn 
mendable equanimity. 

COVER PICTURE 

street in Dortmund. 
h r  c q  from their homes In Malta for 

bc c+-Bombardier Charles Fenech (ri ht) and 
La..- -imbardier George Cilia, plaured(fen by 
SOLDIER cameraman ARTHUR BLUNLXLL 

Bombardier Cilia has his own formuh for nloy- 
Ing Gem "Rather than go out dten. I save U 

I CM from my pay and go out on much mc 
once w e q  month. And then I the really tow1 have a good evening." 

Both long-term soldiers, they will ba rewing a 
year in Germany b d o n  returning to Malta. I . 

.I ...............e.... .......e.*.*.** 
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deneral Staff; It nearly mowed down Lile 
it devastated the ’Dervishes 

it was too fast-firing for 
*-g?!W hrb.tb 4 amthe orrm 
*N Wiacly d 011 hah5idea. 

at Omdurman; 
some Governments ; 

v 

This was... 

SIR HIRP’I’S DEADLY MAXIM 
This, the Battle of Omdurman, 6nally 

proved the e5ciency of the new Maxim 
gun. The eight guns used were credited 
with 15,000 of the Dervish casualti+ 
yet the very e5aency of this weapon 
had almost caused it to be abandoned. 

On his arrival from America as an 
electrician, a friend advised Maxim: 
“Hang your electricity and invent some- 
thing which will enable Europeans to 
cut each others’ throats more effec- 
tively.” In 1884, after years of experi- 
menting, Maxim produced a gnq with 
the most destructive firing power ever 
contemplated. 

A sore shoulder gave him the idea. 
Firing an American rifle, he noted 
the terrific recoil that left his shoulder 
black and blue. Realising the power 
of this action he incorporated it in his 
gun to achieve rapid, automatic fire. 

He quickly advertised that “Him 
Maxim, the well-known American elec- 
trician, has invented a gun with a 
single barrel which fires by the energy 
of its own recoil at a rate of over 600 
rounds a minute.” So unbelievable was 
this claim that no one seriously credited 
it. General opinion regarded it as just 
American bragging. 

The War 0 5 c e  became interested 
when someone noted the enormous 
number of cartridges Maxim was apply- 
ing for on his invoices. An 05cial 
visited Maxim’s workshops in Hatton 
Garden to ask what was happening to 

devastating effect in World War One. 
At last Maxim got his wish. His 

automatic machine-gun was tested 
against the Nordenfeldt. In a three-day 
competition over an Alpine range the 
Maxim proved a vastly superior gun in 
every respect. 

However, not every state was so 
enthusiastic, When told its firing rate 
and the cost of cartridges, the King of 
Denmark sadly remarked: “This gun 
would bankrupt my little kingdom in 
two hours.” The Chinese, also dubious 
about a gun with such an insatiable 
appetite for expensive ammunition, com- 
mented: “This gun 6res altogether too 
fast for China.” 

But the tide was turning, and the 
British Government placed orders for 
Maxims capable of firing 1000 rounds in 
four minutes. With American astuteness, 
Maxim bought up the NordenfeZdt 
company, eliminating his only rival 
and gaining the markets already opened 
up by the earlier gun. After years of 
residence in Britain he became a 
naturalised British subject in 1900 and 
was knighted in 1g01 by Queen Victoria. 

His life was coloured by accidents 
which were more amusing than disas- 
trous. Typical was the launching of his 
new company, to be called the Maxim 
Gun Co. On the first issue of his 
company’s files someone printed the 
heading, “The Maxim Gum Co.” 

T GLYNN 

RIlclLY the s m a l l  Britlsh ricane swept the ranks of the 
erpeditIonery force waited as thumhhg riders, line after h e  G zo,ooo Dervish horsemen withered before its fury until, panic 

swept t o w e d  them. Suddenly, stricken, the Cavalry broke and 
from the wings of the compact fledHiramMndm’smachine-gun, 
British line, crackled a harsh hadbeenusedtoterribleefiectfor 
mechanical rattle. An invisible hur- the 5rst time in battle. 

all these cartridges. Maxim told him 
he was using them in a gun with a rate 
of fire of 600 rounds a minute. “I can’t 
believe it until I see it!” replied the 
05cial. “This gun costs a minute 
to *e,” said Maxim. ‘You provide the 
cartridges and I’ll fire it for you.” 

Impressed by Maxim’s claims, mem- 
bers of the General ‘Staff, under . 
Lieutenant-General Sir Andrew Clark, 
attended a demonstration of the new 
weapon at Enfield. Anxious to impress 
his audience, Maxim fired off 670 
rounds in one minute. The effect was 
disastrous. Spectators staggered about 
shattered by the noise, some almost 
stumbling into the line of *e. In that 
one minute Maxim nearlv wiued out ;L I - -  
the General S e .  

.The War 0 5 c e  was at list imuressed. 
But it was mnuacted to the mkt ions  
manufacturer, Zaharoff, for the earlier 
hand-operated machine-gun,theNorden- 
feldt. A direct descendant of the Gatling, 
the NordenfeZdt had all the disadvantages 
of hand-operated machine-guns. Fired 
through a numbex of rotating barrels, it 
had to be cranked, like a barrel organ, in 
order to fire. I t  was very inaccurate, 
needed up to five men to operate it and 
could jam easily. 

While the War 0 5 c e  weighed up the 
merits of his new weapon, Maxim 
decided to try his luck in Europe. 
There he found, as in England, Zaharoff 
had contracted most of the countries 
on the Nordenfeldt. However, Maxim 

The Army’s -18- SOUTH AFRICAN Maxim was &opped into the Medter- 
ranean for three days. On fishing it CAMPAIGNS I out the Italians were delinhted to fmd MEDALS 

-~ ~~~~- 
I it 6red from the vefi firs: shot. 

It was possible to fire in single shots 
or bursts‘ t a selected rate. However, 
when M& claimed that the gun 
would st i l l  fire even if its crew were 
killed, the French found it too hard to 
swallow. A member of the French 
General Staff refused to believe it and, 
when the gun fired itself, he walked off 
exclaiming that he had seen it but still 
did not believe it. When Maxim visited 
Germany he found Pr ice  Edward had 
already been acting as an enthusiastic 
salesman for his gun. 

Having seen the weapon in action in 
trials in Britain, the Prince highly 
praised it when visiting the Kaiser. At a 
demonstration at Spandau the German 
ruler was impressed. This was the gun 
which the Germans were to use with 

Among the mast disappointing medals are the small British force was &le t o  restore order. 
thore for the South African campaigns of 1834- In 1846 the Kaffh. this timeied by thefamous 
53. They cover three sspante campaigns chief. Sandilli. again went on the warpath and 
a g a i w  the KafRh but Y no bars were luued the clused much t rwble before bsing subdued the 
only wa to tell for which campaign a medal was following year. These British units saw service: 
awardd Is to check with the regimental roll. 6th (Wnmlcks), 27th. 45th (Natln hamshim). 

The obverse shows the diademed herd of 73rd Black Watch), 90th (Per thha) .  91% 
Queen Victoria with “Victoria Reglna.” The ( A w l  I), part of the Rifle Bri e and deach- 
revene depicts a lion MO ing to drink near a mens from the 7th Dragoon &rds, 
bush. Above is the wo&g “South Africa” Mort wious of the three wars was caused b 
and In the uergue is the single date. 18S3. Smdilli in 1850 and involved a large Brit isi 

First campaign commemonted is that of force including I2 Infantry brttallons. Sandilli 
1834-35. in which the 17th (InnlsWllings). 72nd and his lWRn were driven into the mountdru 
(Saaforchs) and 75th (Gordons took part, where the British traopl fought an arduous 
apart from colonial units. The k a f h  nided and sometimes desperate war before peue was , 
Portuguese territoiy, then invaded British pnxllimed In March, 1853. 
porrenlons. After suffering great hardship -e campaign is nasble for the k u e  of Si r  

I 
FOR Cox to strengthen the baeiged garrison 
at King Wllliam’s Town. 

later he obtained permission. through the 
Colonial Secretary, to award a special medal to 
about 30 of the rifleman. The reverse has the 
inscri tion’ “Presented by His Excelleny Sir 
H G Pmlth. . . for gallantry in the field. The 
obvene shows a lion over the date, 1851. 

Ordinary medals for the three campaigns are 
not nre although given only to SUN~VOB. 
Naming is In indented Roman capitals and the 
ribbon Is onnge watered with two wide and 
two narrow dark blue stripes. r, 

I I 



to operate radio, aury out emergency 
repairs, interpret ‘ p ~ p  mar-, under- 
stand Army orpusation, recognise unit 
numbering, colouring aqd ail the other 
multifuriiws signs Uses by the Army. 

It must be trained in first aid and 
compass work, be expert in w n d -  
ment and cnmoutlage, show an exem- 
plary sfandard of road courtesy, know 
somethmg about upplied mechsnics and 
about soils and their chacsctaistic. 
The pmblems that can face these 

dedimted men of the Royal Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers were demon- 
suated when Territorials of IW (Ulster) 
Independent Infantry Brigade Group 
held a recovery exercise in the rolling 
hills west of Belfast. 
After supposed Infantry fighting, 

damaged and snanded vehicles lay 
scattered over the countryside, in bogs, 
strsnms and ditches, on roads and lull- 
sides. The Brigade’s recovery groups 
had to extricate them and tow them to 
a back-loading point on a deserted 
ajrfield. And, to add to the dBculties, 
the job was to be d e d  out at night. 
Exercise “Blackjack” was designed to 

test recovery elements of the Brigade’s 

ment, 601 Company Workshop, the 
Light Aid Detachment of 245 Regi- 
ment, Royal Artillery, and the Royal 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers’ 
sub-unit of Queen’s Univd ty  Officer 
Training Corps. 

“Blackjack” got away to a shock 
start. The young 05m in charge of it, 
Second Lieutenant W J Anderson, of 

Infantry W0rk&op3 Li&t Aid Detach- 

the Infantry Workshop, never arrived 
for his  am rendavous with the Brigade 
Commander, Brigadier R C P Jeffries, 
and the Brigade Electrical and Mechani- 
cal Engineer, Major Tom Finlay. 
His badly damaged Cbam$~ lay upside 

down on anicy lane, amileor two away. 
Lieutenant Anderson and his driver, 
Lancccorporal Herbert Sames, were 
in hospital. Fortunately neither was 
badly injured, but “Blackjack,” just 
getting under way, was now without a 
commander. Major Finlay, on duty as an 
o h e r ,  took command while the 
Brigadier drove to Belfast for news of 
the injured. 

The 107 Infantry Workshop team, 
surveying its own particular task on a 
lonely hillside-the recovery of a three- 
tonner, on its side and heavily bogge& 
was called to deal with the unexpected 
job of reaoveriag the crushed and over- 
mmed Champ. Using a ScmnmeN, the 
team quickly righted the C h p  and 
gave it a front-suspended tow to the 
Brigade Workshop in Belfast. 

Meanwhile, at scattered sites in the 
hills within a radius of t o  miles, other 
teams were beginning their recovery 
operations. In all but one case the 
“casualties” were heavy cargo lomes, 
ditched or bogged, heavily listing or 
upside down. 

After the long haul to Belfast, the 
Infantry Workshop team returned to 
the pitch darkness of Cave Hill to 
resume recovering the three-tonner. 
Lit by the Scammell’s powerful flood- 
lights, the wreck was surveyed and the 

-- 
HEY deal with massive 
weights and s a n i n i a g  cables; T recalcitrant masses of metal 

half buried or submersed in water; 
tanks and vehicles upside down in 
ravines, toppled in ditches, bogged 
to the axles. And by day or night, in 
ell condidona, it &the job of the 

these utranded vehicles back on 
their tracks or w k l a  and had 
them off for repair. 

Recovery is an exhausting and dirty 
job, potentially dangerous and calling 
for great physical &rt and perfect 
team discipline. A good m e r y  team 

out for the recovery teams of REML must be commanded by a junior leader 
of genuine merit, be seif-supporriqe 
and able to cookits own food. It mu& be ’ .! 
perfect at map-repding, mine-clearhg, . 
the neutralising of booby traps, be able 

IT WAS A 
L T  

RECOVERY 9 
Who has the toughest job in a peace- 

time Army? A good case could be made 

ROW J5ngheers’ reeoverjr md men ~cehanfcpl to pet 

Picturea by Frank Tompsat 

S ~ U p O s i t i n i e d  on Ism’ 
amhod  with a gun plaok &ven WO 
theearthbctukenitsrearwfteclr. . 
’ There was talk of distallck bars; 
snatch hooks, draw bars, aacb clamps, 
bulldog grips, finpping, mousing. . . . 
Cables were attached, U check rope 
anchored to break the vehicle’s till, 
and crisp command8 and unequivocal 
hand signals set the business of recovery 
in motion. 

The vehicle was righted, winched out 
of the bog on to 6rm ground, manoeu- 
vred into position behind the SCmnnren, 
and hoisted into the front-suspended 
tow position. Then the massive mwvery 
vehicle moved slowly of€, pumping 
diesel fumes into the night au, on its 
20-mile journey across icy roads. 

Corporal Cecil Harvey, a lorry driver 
in a d a n  life, commanded this team. 
With him were his brother, L.ance- 

liam McAUister. There is a strong 
family tradition in the Royal Electrical 

gade, including LanccCorporals Wil- 
liamandDesmondMcCabe(fatherand 
son), the three McFarlane brothers (a 
fourth is serving with the Brigade’s 
field ambulance), andthe three Robinson 
brothers. 

One of the biggest brigades in the 
Territorial Army, 107 Brigade is garet- 
ally reckoned to be unsurpassed for 
keenness. There was no National Service 
in Northern Ireland, and every Ulster 
“terrier” is an enthusiastic volunteer. 

“One of this Brigade’s great 
swngths,” said Brigadier Jeffrics after 
the exercise, “is the high standard of 
the so-called minor units. I was most 
impressed with the efliaency with 
which this exercise was carried out 
despite the acadent to its commander. 
Recovery is no easy task even in day- 
light, and the fact that this was carried 
out on a very dark night without hitch 
or injury is proof of a fine standard of 
naining.” 

And as dawn broke over the airfield 
and revealed the “casualties,” recovered 
over a wide area of County Antrim, in 
an orderly row at the baclr-loading 
point, Major Finlay summed it all up: 
“An ambitious exerase well carried 
out.” 

K E H E M Y  

Coqral John h e y ,  Lance-corpornl 
Eric Mccraclren and.- Wil- 

and Mechanical Engin- Of 107 Bri- 

1’ .................... .........a..*.......~ 
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"]ack-Jack Srnlth- 
and what's yoursir' 

,~ -- ~, . 
i .  .,..~*. ~ .. '"-1 '': ! , ( ,  

"Push what ladder away?" 

"And mark it 'Highly secret and confrdential'l" 

"All right,; you've found a beautiful big shell 
on the beach-now go away and let Daddy sleep" 't forget, carson-cork t w  







I THE STAFFORDS TAKE TO WATER 
NLY the hula-hula girls were missing when 
men of the 1st Battalion, The Staffordshire 

‘Regiment, recently combined business with 
pleasure while training at the coastal resort of 
Malindi, Kenya. They had waving palms, a clear 
blue sky, white sandy beaches and the warm 
Indian beean-hut they somehow missed the 
dusky maidens who traditionally go with such a 

The Banalion devoted its mornings to training and 
exercises and set aside the afternoons for swimming, 
under-water fishing, surf riding and boating. 

With an accent on miliraly watermanship, the 
training comprised a full day’s river crossing by “C” 
Company assault pioneers, floating a Mobor anti-rank 
weapon on a petrol-drum raft and familiarisation with 
assault boats and dinghies. In the afternoons the men 
took to the water We ducks. 

Five members of the Sergeants’ Mess spent a day in 
deep sea fishing and returned with 19 fish, each about 
ten pounds in weight. 

setting! 
‘ I  

d 

RIGHT 
“Aeooo . . orr. Just couldn’t resist a bit of a yawn. Tiring business. this Arm life, especially when 
you are only nine weeks old llke me. That’s my brother. on the right-and tEatk our Dad, the big 
one with the collar. Dad’s been a tracker in the Army for years. and now mq and my brother are 
followin in his footsteps. The cha In the hat is Major John Clifford of the Royal Arm Veterinary 

bean posted so we M be with our Dad. Course. we’re only doing boy’s service at the moment, but 
in 1. few months’ rime we proper training. We’ve drawn our fim equipment-collars. feeding 
bowls, brurhea and combs. Had some jabs PI w e l C I y i n s t  liver dtsease and distemper. You know. 
it’s true what they my on them poae t r i t ’ s  a red dog’s life in the modern Army.” 

Corps. 8 e looks after 3 War Dog ?raining Unit in Dhekelia, Cyprwi where me and my &other- have 

LEFT and 

CEN TRE 
‘ X A M A U  THE KIKUYU 

0 450 05- and mm of th 1st 
B.taHoq The Duke of Wdhgton’s 

wMch h e  twice recently serval in Kenya, 
h.. adopted a rj-yrar-old IUkuyu waif 
and saved hlm from a life ofdeapdc in 
tbc8lFIlUSOfN.iroM. 
The boy, A u ~ u & ~ o  Ksmnu, was one of 

seven childten deserted by their mothcr. 
Ksmau lived m the back street8 ofNairobi by 
foraging for food m dustbins and rubbish 
dump or srasllng froln gardens. 

A r$&miuy worker found the boy and 
mot hun m thc Stprchc BOP’ centre w h m  
he wed adopted by the Dukes. So far they 
have paid nearly &o for one year‘s keep -n.i 
M raising motley m pay for a fmha y 

IzMllar re~afs on his pmg~ar at 

T Regiment4 .on! Tbc Bnttnllon, A unique cesemony *N 
held for the I u t  time at 
Normanton. Bir& in 
Derby recently before The . 
Sheword Foresters’ Regi- 
mental Dew c l a d  down. 

’ The ceremony d hol ing 
a .Carlet runic “D the flu - - r - -  . . .- . . .. 
pole mmmemorater tG 
action of an ofRcer d the 
45th Foot, Sherwwd For- 
esten. at the storming of 
Major. in 1812 during the 
Peninsular War. Although 
wounded. a p u n  sub& 
tern. lames Macbhenon. 
climbed I tower. ton 
down thc French flag and 
hoi$ted his own b i d -  
stained tunic Sergeant Bill 
Eater rformed Nor- 

rnony of bdajol Ory 
ercocted by two d d i n r  
wearing the uniform of 
1812. And to mark the 
end of 86 yean during 
which the Forasten have 
been h o u d  in Derby, a 
silver model of the Regi- 
mental Memorial Tower 
at Crich has been pmnted 
to the town. 

m a n m  E- rick' Iut celb 

CenG M biing sent to Y m h w  ana m 
remm the Banslion sends Bifrs m Africa for 
its adoprea son. The boy was recently visited 
by captain “Chuck” Ivey of the Dukcs am0 
is temporarily attached m the King‘s African 
IEi&s. captain Ivey spent some timc with 
Kpmpu and told him llomcthing about his 
‘%egiIllenral hter-fathas.” 















linea'at Cambrai and could 
havq gone on to Berlin if H 'A I G there had been any reserves 

. . In  defence of WlLL'YOU MEED'A HOME SOON? disaster and mutiny, and the 
impending disintegratlon of 
the Russian armies in 1917, 
Haig had no option but to 
hlt as hard as he could. ,He 

. wdts justifled. LudendorfI 
sald of Passchendaele: 
"The impressions I was 
continually receiving were 
terrible." 

As a survivor, of Kit. 
chener'sfirst sArmy and ?ht 
battles of the Somme, Pass. 
chendaele and St Quentin 
I can testify to the "terrible' 
-but I never thou ht'Hai 
was to blame.-# F E 
Chambers. da 47 (HO1 

A MODERN MOBILE HOME COULD BE THE ANSWER * Srprw Fully F w n b l d  * Easy to Gkabnd Molrnoln 
W W U  lNFOWlATlON AND THE GREATEST FOSSIOLE ASSISTANCE 

bnt.cr EDMUND J. GREEN (CARAVANS) 'LTD. 

. Ttm London Ambulance Service 
' ktEQUlRES MEN AND WQMEN 

AS DRIVER/ATTENDANTS 
Bulc pay €12& (U-hour week) Includlng 
nntrid and running npsin allowances. 
Shift vmrken' p y  mnp €13 ISs.-€14 160. 
Initlal tnining with pay. Uniform pmvlded. 
Rid holidays. Pension rhane on permanent 
rppointmenr Applicants aged 2145 m m  be 
exuperiencd drlwn In good W h  

- _ _  _ _  - at all to call upon? 
HY Is it thet we never Haig has been criticised 
read of the brilliant for peFsiating in attacks on 

Wand startling action the Samme and at Pass- 
~y Hai in the autumn of chendade. Faced with the 
1917, w k n  !XKl tanks broke French collapse at Verdun 
:lean through the German in 1916, the great Nlvelle 

Lies Bnnchea 8t : 
67-69 BROOK SI'.. BRENNVOOD, ESSEX TEL : 5% 
KEYS MOBILE HOME PARK, M E  RD., PETERBOROUGH TEL : 2024 
1 HIGH ST., WALTHAM CROSS, HERTS TEL: 26550 

ALL LEADING MAKES SUPPUED 
S a n l m  to customers Includa : 

H l r r P w c l ~ ~ ~  : Inrprona : P e r t E x d m ~  : 
Towins : Rapein : Rapraying : Aeunwha : 

This offer from London's l o p  hthlon 
k u n  Is too good to mia. 

Sa the hbvlovr *' TOP-TEN " sub.  AIao 

Wrho NOW ervicemen wdconn 
HIS&ES OF LONdON 

W P C  M6). w3. GmYl I"" U* - W.C.I. 

SUNOY !3quadmn 'Re 
BFPO 53). 

L E T T E R S  I 
TECHNICIANS -- 

I 

L 

The Police Service in the Mi&nds 
lingo I . . . offkm a career fo PU ex-Service- 

me4 W*th scclrrity for theJitllrc, a d  
o p p r t w i t i w f o r p .  

conrtpbls's p y :  a 3 5  to €1,030 per POPUIII. 
Oeasmus leave .nd ~3Iowmca. &hour 
wcsk. W o n  attc.r 25 years. Facilities for 
sport and m t i o n .  

If you an batwen 19 and 30years of age, 
not leas than 5' 8" in hn t mthout foot- 

for NI daeils to: 

l k  Ha Seaegry, No. 4 I h i c t  Reauiting Boprd, 

wear, of goad health 1111 d"" character, write 

PdieeHedqmr&rsNNentoaSlreet,B . ' 4 

I dor. 

Burkha History 

Tbings may be cushy now, with free gmb, kave, quarters 81 
0 t h  perk8 of d Regular's life. But what r& when dcmob 
In ci street yon'w got to p y  for the l o t 4  that's vay .+Ern 

saving is the amvet, ~spsoinlly w e  you've a f a d y  to 
and a house to buy someday. By sts saw now with Livgpol 
ment Building Soaety you cm take -?the future. L.I.B.S. adds a 
intcrat to the money you saw. Iamm Tax pid. When you do s t ~  
abut your own hourc, your L.LI3.S. s a w  could p y  the 
help get you priority for a mortgage and alao pay premium for Lif2 
cow. 

I l l t he  
6 up? 

t Royal Salute8 

Specialised Postal Tuition for ALL 
' t  

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS 
EXECUTWE C W S  EXAMINATiON for Ex-Fo~o. June 1964 
CLERICAL C W  EXAMINATION br Ex-Foroar. October 1963 
CVSTOMSORlCER (ISZZ). March I964 -dw 
P R R I E ~ E O R ( C E R ( l ~ Z I ) , h b r u a r r  I964 } =!"- ' Pan MY Sole I 

NOW, aq -1- In rhlh I- m 
we- (apr. U) 

IIwcEa'S CORRESPONDENCE COUEGE 
' I 37-39 OXFORD STREET. LONWN. W.I. Tel. REGent 1329 

NVESTMENT 

. I  


















