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More Muscle.
Less weight.
Less money.

. 7 ¥k e,
. - W o,
s Ay A VY H s P
s o . T \ \ \
i S
Py N " ‘é
i ~

el lm C Bk
-----

The New Generation
Mercedes 220

$1141

A more compact car than Against the U.K. price of
Mercedes normally produce, the  £2,297 all this Mercedes motoring
new 220 is up in performance, * machingry is nothing short of a
because it's down in weight. The  bargainat £1,147.

220 body is 8%” shorter for But that's all you pay if you're
manoeuvrability and parking but  about to be posted abroad.
it's no less roomy inside! Not only do you getit

New low-line styling. New purchase tax free and duty free
curved side windows increase but worry free too. We can
visibility dramatically. Inside, the  arrange HP facilities.
instrument panel, controls, Fill in the coupon below, we'll
upholstery and heating system do the rest.
are all new.

N Mercedes-Benz

r---------------------1

Please send me details of the Mercedes-Benz range.

Mercedes-Benz (Great Britain) Ltd., Nato Sales Division,
Avenfield House, 127 Park Lane, London W.1. 01-629 5578

L---------------------

: Tick whichever applicable: [_]1am being posted abroad.
] [ HP facilities.
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Beat the taxman
and move abroad.

With the help of Ford you can avoid arrange to ship your car for you dlrect
paying purchase tax on your new car and move So, feel free to move. o
abroad feeling completely free to enjoy it. Tax free. Jora

) 3 s s e e ;
; ‘Vhat GG, YOU et drive s Ford i Contact your local Ford Dealer or fill in this coupon :
in Britain for 6 months before you leave. Free | and mail to The Showroom Manager, ‘
of purchase tax. i Ford Motor Company Ltd, 88 Regent Street, London Wi.
e i Dear Sir,
Sharp practice: I reckon I am eligible for your legal tax dodge.
Not at all. ]USt one of the many tax free Tell me more about the Ford Personal Export/Visit

Europe Scheme for

privileges you are entitled to if you are being : ‘ :
i Escort Cortina Corsair Zephyr/Zodiac

posted overseas.

Servicemen between overseas postings can | Name ek
qualify for up to 12 months tax free drivingin | Address dr
this country. ; 14

Glad -\zou Slgqed ‘.jn i : : If you are already stationed outside the UK, ask about the Ford
IfyOll re leav ing 1rnmed1ately, Ford will Visit Europe Scheme. Another legal way of cheating the UK Taxman.
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Whether you are about to leave Great Britain, return to it, move
from one foreign country to another, or whether you're just
passing through. ...

Doves can help you
Buy, Sell or Hire a Car

The Dove Service for the Services is efficiently administered
by ex-Service men with wide experience of the servicemen’s
motoring needs. .

All makes of cars can be supplied with credit facilities arranged
through us or NAAFI or as required.

Personal needs and requirements can be discussed by post and
the chosen car will be ready for you when you arrive.

Cut out the coupon below for the free Brochure or write and

- tell us your requirements, to Services Liaison Dept., The Dove
Group, 44/48, Kingston Road, Wimbledon, S.W.19. Telephone
01-542 3456.

To:- Services Liaison Dept., The Dove Group,
44/48, Kingston Rd., Wimbledon, London,.
S.W.19. Telephone: 01-542 3456

Name

Address

s1 I
| Doveslook forward.... to serving you
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See-the-Army

DIARY

SOLDIER readers, particularly those who travel
around, are always anxious to know when and
where Army occasions are happening.

In this regular feature SOLDIER will keep you
posted up-to-date. Events will be listed up to a
year ahead and repeated monthly. Amendments
and additions are indicated in bold type.

To make this feature as valuable as possible to
the reader, SOLDIER invites the co-operation of
organisers of tattoos, Army displays, exhibitions,
at homes, open days and similar occasions on
which the public is welcome to see the Army's
men and equipment.

NOVEMBER
9 Festival of Remembrance, Albert Hall, London.

DECEMBER
14 Disbandment of The York and Lancaster Regiment, Sheffield.

BRITISH MILITARY UNIFORMS

Here’s your coupon to send off for your prints or framed
prints of British military uniforms detailed on page 7 of
this issue.

[
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0

SOLDIER (Prints M2), 433 Holloway Road, London N7.
Please mail me the following military uniform prints. | am
sonding/enclose, ...... it sissimssiinaiing .. in payment.

I ;
‘ { Quantity (print only) | Quantity (framed print)
Print

numbers

| Series

Singles | Sets Pairs Sets

BLOCK CAPITALS




Insideevery -
Audi Super 90 Saloon,

theres a sports car

waiting foget out.
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The Audi
SuperQisa
luxury saloon,
equipped with all
the comfort you would
expect from a car that normally
costs almost £1,300—but it could be
yours for only £741,

Soft pile carpeting, teak veneered
instrument panel, reclining seats,
illuminated glove and luggage
compartment, stainless steel bumpers
and hubcaps.

But surprising sports car

performance comes from the 102 b.h.p.

engine lurking under the bonnet,
giving you acceleration of
0-50in 100 yards, and a top speed
of 100 m.p.h.

If you're serving abroad, you
can buy one purchase tax-free and
duty-free.

Posted abroad? Buy your Audi now,
purchase tax and duty-free and collect
it on arrival.

£

Serving
abroad? You
can take your
Audi home (after 12 months use abroad), tax and

duty-free provided you keep it 2 years. | .\oob\fgsi‘a
Changing your posting abroad? If you've served abroad for at / dé‘eqe" Q@’
least 12 months you can have a tax-free Audi for your home g é‘oév"
leave and subsequent exportation within 12 months. / 7O S

x0 :\6 \"-"\e ‘h\é’\ ,-
Also available: the Audi 60, 70, 70L and 80 / Ijiicﬁ\‘f‘\ O
Variant estate—2 or 4-door, o & Aanas
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SAVE

100

Rally winning BMW 2000 Tl

on the sporty, sparkling
BMW 2000 Ti

FOR EVERY SERVICEMAN who is . .will be .. or has been serving in H.M. forces over-
seas BMW offer their brilliant 114 mph 2000 TI at a special price — as well as tax and
e ] e duty free.

Only £1 040 and you can enjoy the thrill of owning this unbeatable saloon with sports
car performance The 2000 TI cannot conceal its sporting origin yet,at the same time, it
is ideal for both town and motorway driving ; speed and acceleration reserves ensure a
margin of safety providing complete mastery of any traffic situation which may arise.
The BMW 2000 Tl is just one of the brilliant BMW range. Compare performance of
BMW with competitive marques and you'll find BMW the leader . . . every time.

BMW 2000 Auto 93 1040 £1,998 £1,135
BMW 2000 TI 71 1140 £1,899 £1,040

BMW-2000 Tilux 7.1 1140 £1,998 £1,098 e e e Ll
PAGE 6

Here’s the full unbeatable BMW range: !' _____________________________ 'l
END COUPON TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS:

SAVING FROM £630 to £900 | s& |
Model 0-50 Top Speed  U.K. Price YOUR | To: BMW Concessionaires G.B. Ltd., Export Division 1
AReck) KRpiy FRICE | 142 Holland Park Avenue, London W11, England. Tel: 01-727 0611 |

BMW 1600 7.2 102.2 £1,375 £770 | Please send me details of BMW range —and my special privileges. |
BMW 2002 6.8 113.0 £1,597 £870 I | am being posted abroad D | am serving abroad I
BMW 1800 89 1006 £1597 £935 | |
BMW 1800 Auto 82 1002 £1749 £1,035 | name :
BMW 2000 8.1 105.0 £1,848 £1,035 : Address : i
I |

| |

| |
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BRITISH MILITARY UNIFORMS

As announced in last month’s SOLDIER, framed prints in
full colour have now been added to the range of 18 prints of
British military uniforms introduced in July.

The prints, complete with blue, black and gold mount and
historical notes, are available singly or in sets of six at a special
discount of six for the price of five. Framed in black and gold
Hogarth, the prints are available only in pairs with again the
six-for-five discount for a set of six. Prices, including postage by
surface mail to any part of the world, are:

Series I and 111 Single prints 105 0d
Set of six £2 10s 0d
Framed pair L9 5s70d
Framed set L1325 6d
Series I Single prints 18s 0d
Ser of six £4 10s 0d
Framed pair £8 8s 0d
Framed set £21 0s 0d

The prints are:

SERIES I (11} by 8% inches, including mount)
Number
1 The Royal Marines (officer, full dress, 1805) (page 4, left)
2 The Royal Navy (vice-admiral, full dress, 1805)
3 The 42nd Royal Highland Regiment of Foot (Black Watch
(officer, 1810)
4 The 7th Regiment of Light Dragoons (Hussars) (officer, 1810)
5 The 2nd or Coldstream Regiment of Foot Guards (captain,
1815) (page 4, right)
6 The Royal Horse Guards (officer, 1815)

SERIES II (174 by 12 inches, in¢luding mougt)
Number
7 The 14th Regiment of Foot (officer, 1802)
8 The 95th Regiment of Foot (Rifles) (officer, 1810)
9 Lieutenant-general (service dress, 1810)
10 The 12th Regiment of Light Dragoons (officer, 1812)
11 The 2nd Regiment of Dragoons (Scots Greys) (officer, 1815)
12 The Royal Horse Artillery (officer, 1815)

SERIES III (11§ by 8% inches, including mount)

Number

13 The Ist Regiment of Foot Guards (captain, 1688)

14 The Royal Regiment of Artillery (lieutenant, 1743) (above, left)

15 The Wiltshire Militia (major, 1760) (above, right)

16 The British Legion in North America (Tarleton’s) (major of
cavalry, 1780)

17 The Corps of Marines (captain, 1790)

18 The 79th Regiment of Foot (Cameronian Volunteers) (officer,
1799)

Now turn back to page 4, fill in the order form and send off
with the appropriate amount. Or, if you do not wish to cut your
magazine, send in your order separately—but remember to state
clearly the print numbers and quantity required. Address your
order to SOLDIER (Prints M2), 433 Holloway Road, London N7.

Easy for some

-
—— e gy W
s e e

Abseiling at
Fort George

-

Others find it heavy going. It's the same when it comes to
managing money. Some do. Some don’t. But whichever kind
you are, you will certainly find an account at the Midland Bank
an enormous help in dealing with your money problems. Ask at
your nearest branch of the Midland for details of how we can
help you, or complete the coupon-below and post it to us.

r-----------------1

I Please send me details of how and where | can open an account. '
NAME

ADDRESS

HOME ADDRESS

%%, To PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
o %
) (]
s : idilan an
% 3
l %ecs® HEAD OFFICE, POULTRY, LONDON, E.C.2.

L-——--—--—--------‘
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Black bonnet and grille,
power/disc brakes, rev counter
and an electric clock |
don’t make Viva G.T. go faster.

-
&

‘But something sure does

A 2-litre, ohc, 112 bhp, twin carb
engine with four bright exhaust pipes
does it. Viva Gran Turismo.

All-black luxury inside. Ammeter.
120-mph speedo. Qil pressure and
temperature gauges. Twin air scoops.
Beefy gearbox with a snappy short
shift. Coil suspension right round.
Viva Gran Turismo. Another member
of the Viva family. And

the Vauxhall Sesd The Vauxhall Breed’s got style.

Tax-free GT! Posted overseas? Then your

Viva GT (or any Vauxhall) comes purchase tax-free,
GT costs just £830. Contact Vauxhall Motors,

Luton, Beds. Phone Luton 21122.

In West Germany contact: Bielefeld - Neothecknik
Goethe and Prior, Herforderstrasse 110-114,

Tele: 0521 61637. Monchengladbach - Egbert Menke,
Erkelenzerstrasse 8, 02161 29091.

Soest/Westf. - Feldman & Co. GMBH Arnsbergerstrasse 7,
02921 3842. OR General Motors Deutschland GMBH,
62 Weisbaden, Mainzer Strasse 131, 06121 7041.
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Trenches, minefields, barbed wire
and smoke screens. It was con-
ventional warfare again on Salishury
Plain in Exercise

EAST European military attachés

watching with binoculars may

not have thought it very spec-
tacular—there were no nuclear weap-
ons, armoured personnel carriers or
self-propelled guns. Nevertheless,
Exercise Iron Duke did demonstrate
the mettle of British troops in a
suddenly ignited brush-fire war.

Iron Duke—this year’s major exercise
on Salisbury Plain—involved 4000 soldiers
of Strategic Command. It was designed to
practise them in their special airportable
role (they are at short notice to fly any-
where in the world). Techniques tested
were transporting troops by helicopter;
supply by helicopter and parachute; pre-
paration of defensive positions (under-
ground command posts and slit trenches
protected by minefields); night infiltration
into enemy territory; and infantry, air and
armour co-operation.

The exercise, which lasted eight days
over .. .




Over the page: Summer’s day on Salisbury Plain.
A machine-gunner advances through the rain mist.

I““ “ n “ K[ continued

Right: Shrouded in mist, they look like a squad
of ghosts—Worcesters moving into the attack.
Below: The flash of artillery lights up the
English night sky—105mm howitzer in action.

and ranged over 150 square miles, began
with an assault by the numerically superior
2nd Infantry Brigade then a successful
counter-attack by 5th Infantry Brigade.
Turning point was the attack on “The
Bridge on the River Tils” (actually a tank
crossing on the Tilshead Road). Artillery

opened up and Army, Royal Air Force and
civilian VIPs on a commanding hill position
waited expectantly at the zero hour of 0900.
Ten minutes passed in an uncomfortable
silence. Then almost unobtrusively a
company of Worcesters with blackened
faces slipped past. Royal Air Force Wessex

e o P et ) e

helicopters had flown into the wind at
tree-top height and landed them under the
brow of the hill!

The attack pressed forward swiftly and
effectively. At 0915 a smoke screen is
laid by artillery . . . 0920 and five Centurion
tanks move up to cover C Company’s left

Dl e g LU Bl = e N Tt e T R T L e Y I R e -

flank . . . at 0930 C Company advances
like locusts over a cropped wheatfield . . .
0936, machine guns, thunderflashes and
enemy warning flares . . . 0944, elderly
ladies on coach outing somewhat startled
by black-faced infantrymen looming out of
smoke and charging up to Tilshead Road. ..
0945, River Tils bridge captured before
defenders can blow it . . . 0948, C Company
consolidates on ridge on far side of river.

Joined by B Company who flew in by
helicopter half an hour behind them . . .
0950, Centurions of 15th/19th Hussars
cross the bridge . . . 0953, knocked-out
enemy vehicles leave battlefield
0955, rear party of Worcesters dig in by
bridge and prepare defences . . . 0959, A
Company, the main body, arrives. They
have ridden in on the back of 15th/19th
Hussars’ tanks . . . 1000, A Company join
forward troops on the ridge. Thus the
attack was completed in half an hour.

Meanwhile 1st Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets, prepared to take the village
of Imber—held by 1st Battalion, The York
and Lancaster Regiment—which had been
by-passed in the bridge assault.

Saladins and Ferrets, guns blazing with
blanks, spearheaded into the village followed
by infantry. The enemy returned fire from

over ...

Lefi: A section of lst Battalion, The Worcester
Regiment, eyes skimmed for enemy, moves to-
wards the River Tils—a Centurion advances, too.



the glassless, sandbagged windows and a
keen young officer urged on his men with
“Give ’em rock all!”

Iron Duke was beset with Wellington
weather. It was the wettest week for the
time of year since records began in 1929,
Visiting VIPs and Pressmen who came
unprepared had to squelch through six
inches of Flanders-like mud in city shoes.,,

A Russian general at an Army exercise on
Salisbury Plain! These two men of 1st
Battalion, The Worcestershire Regiment,
did not believe it at first. It was only when
Major-General Nemtchenko (right) came
out with a friendly ""Zdravstvyite!” and
other greetings in his own language that
they were convinced. After that, the
General got down to discussing with them
—in fluent English— technical points like
arcs of fire.

General Nemtchenko was one of nine
foreign military attaches (including those
of Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Yugo-
slavia) who were invited along as ob-
servers. They were escorted by Prince
Michael, who is a captain in the 11th
Hussars.

Story by Hugh Howton
Pictures by Trevor Jones
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A Saladin and a Ferret move warily through the battered village of Imber.

An infantryman summed it up: “It
started raining at three o’clock in the
morning last Friday week. We have been
spending the night in sleeping bags at the
bottom of trenches. No one’s suffering
from exposure though some are near it.
Fortunately, we had a 36-hour break during
the exercise. All things considered, though,
morale has been very good.”

_‘;d
-

SOLDIER
to Soldier

If you are a subscriber in the
United Kingdom, this isue of
SOLDIER will reach you flat in an
envelope instead of rolled in the
usual wrapper. This is a change
resulting from the introduction by
the GPO of its two-tier mail system
and abolition of the printed paper
rate.

To meet the requirements of the
cheaper printed paper rate SOLDIER
was previously despatched rolled, in
open-ended wrappers, in quantities
of up to 19 copies. Beyond this figure
it was more economical to send by
parcel post.

Since there is now no requirement
to send in open-ended wrappers,
SOLDIER reviewed the whole distri-
bution. The ideal was obviously to
distribute entirely in sealed enve-
lopes, but the cost of doing this even
up to only 15 copies would be more
than double the old postal costs.
So the new distribution has had
to be based on a combination of
envelopes and wrappers up to 15
copies of a 48-page issue; beyond
this quantity the magazine is still
being sent by parcel post.

The new distribution of one to
15 copies of this issue means a
small increase in the number of
packets sent out but the total
postal costs borne by SOLDIER are
not increased and there will therefore
be no change in the cost to readers.

*

To give help to British sportsmen
and sportswomen of international
potential in fields where there is
currently a shortage of funds, the
Avon Rubber Company has set up the
Avon Sports Fund.

This new fund will - make grants in
the form of specialised equipment,
travel and coaching to those who, in
the opinion of an administering
committee, will benefit in the short
or long term and consequently
improve British standards in their
particular sports.

Grants will generally be limited to

the equivalent of £100 a person

though it is expected that most
applications will be for sums between

£25 and £50. Those seeking a grant

can obtain an application form either
from their governing bodies or direct

from Avon’s head office in Melksham,

Wiltshire. A duplicate copy of the
application will be sent to the
particular governing body which will
be kept informed at all stages.

Only “mechanical sports,” such as
motor racing, rallying and motor-
cycling, will be excluded ; thisbecause
Avon, as tyre manufacturers, are
already involved in these fields.

Serving in an honorary capacity on
the administrative committee are
the Honourable Robin Dixon (Olym-
pic two-man bob gold medallist
1964), Major Bill Hoskyns (Olympic
fencing silver medallist 1960 and
1964), Menzies Campbell (British
100-metre record holder), Ronald
W Lees (Avon Group public relations
manager) and A C B Wilson (director,
Avon Rubber Company).



HOY AHOY

HE Old Man of Hoy—a sheer

400 feet of brittle sandstone in

the Orkneys—is one of the tough-
est climbs in the British Isles. But
Special Air Service Volunteers have
just climbed it twice—as a signals
exercise.

They are Staff-Sergeant Paddy Freaney,
Trooper Brian McAuliffe and Trooper
Graham Miller of D Squadron, 23 Special
Air Service (Volunteers), based at Inver-
gowrie, near Dundee.

Early morning rain made the rock wet
and slippery but the trio, roped together
and carrying a 30-Ib radio set, completed
the ascent in four hours. After sending
“mission completed” messages to SAS
colleagues in Glencoe, Dundee and the
Cairngorms, they settled down to a picnic
lunch of cheese sandwiches, chocolate and
beer.

“It was really an exercise in signalling,”
said Staff-Sergeant Freaney, “but to make
it more interesting we decided to climb the
Old Man as well.” :




continued from previous page

Staff-Sergeant Freaney and Trooper
McAuliffe rehearsed the climb the day
before without their heavy equipment.
Trooper Miller stayed behind because he
had a stomach complaint. Spotted by the
passing Stromness Ferry, the St Ola, the
two climbers were hailed by fog horn and
exchanged waves with the passengers.

Said Staff-Sergeant Freaney: “The only
awkward section was the overhanging
crack. The remainder was nice climbing
but the condition of the rock was very
poor, being very brittle sandstone. The
best pitch was the final one, a clean cut
corner about 70 feet high with very sound
rock which made for enjoyable climbing.”
The descent took 24 hours and five abseils
—that down the overhanging crack was
“very hairy.”

Left: A worm’s eye view with bated breath. Tpr
McAuliffe tackles the difficult overhang. Some
sustenance before the climb (above) and victory
waves afterwards from the intrepid trio (below).

The Old Man of Hoy was first
conquered two years ago by a team
of expert civilian climbers. The second
assault was televised by the BBC.
Since then there have been four more
successful assaults. This was the
first Service climb.
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Eight Weeks to Professionalism

battle assault course for the man

who is more used to putting people
through the hoop than jumping
through it himself—the sergeant of
infantry.

At the moment he is a man with a
problem—Britain has run out of wars.
Palestine, Korea, Malaya, Cyprus, Kenya,
Borneo, Aden—virtually non-stop since
the end of World War Two there have
been more-than-realistic training arenas
for the three-stripe linchpin of the Army.

Of course soldiers need to be trained
the hard way, too; but the infantry
sergeant requires the highest standard
of professionalism for it is he who has to
fill the gap when a battalion runs short
of platoon officers, as it often does.

That is why at Brecon in South Wales,
close to the big Army training area at
Sennybridge, you will find sergeants by
the dozen, dressed for combat and carry-
ing rifles, being yelled round an assault
course enccuraged by thunderflashes and
belching smoke canisters.

Because at Brecon, in Dering Lines,
they are trying to overcome the Army’s
shortage of wars with an eight-week
course, run on tough principles, designed
to train senior non-commissioned officers
to command rifle platoons in the field and
to prepare those platoons for operations in
which they might be engaged.

This is the Infantry NCOs’ Tactics
Division. It is sponsored by the School of

In the wilds of Wales there is a

Infantry and by the Strategic Reserve and
parented at Brecon by The Parachute
Regiment Battle School.

The men who run the course are so
convinced of its value that they hope it
will eventually be accepted as a necessary
qualification in the infantry for promotion
to sergeant.

Dering Lines, nestling in a valley below
the Brecon Beacons, began life as part of
the organisation to train recruits of The
Parachute Regiment. They came—and
still come—here from their depot at
Aldershot for one week towards the begin-
ning of their training and returned for
three weeks at a more advanced stage.

About five years ago a wing was opened
for the training of junior para non-com-
missioned officers, and a pass on this
course is now obligatory in the Regiment
for promotion to full corporal.

Some two years ago concern about the
training of all infantry senior non-com-
missioned officers led to the start of the
present Brecon course based on the para
leaders’ syllabus. This course was spon-

sored by the School of Infantry and later
duplicated to meet the demands of 3rd
Division; and now men of Strategic
Reserve’s new 5th Division attend, too.

When senior corporals and sergeants
hear that they are bound for Brecon their
inclination is towards shudders of fore-
boding. There is no doubt the place has a
tough reputation, and stories of room
inspections, muster parades, strenuous
physical training and night exercises tend
to put pupils into a why-should-a-sergeant-
have-to-do-this-sort-of-thing ? frame of
mind.

But a few days after their arrival the
pupils discover that they are being treated
as professionals by highly-skilled instruc-
tors who believe that confidence comes
from knowledge. This does not mean that

Story by John Wright
Pictures by Leslie Wiggs

the sergeants’ muscles have an easy time—
there is plenty of close combat and other
physical training and exercises in the
unfriendly hills. .

Lieutenant-Colonel Joe Starling—his
previous job was second-in command of
1st Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, in
Aden—fires words like a sub-machine
carbine and runs the Battle School and
Tactics Division likewise.

“A platoon sergeant has to be fit to
make decisions, think out a proper plan and
give orders under physical stress,” he says.
““He has got to be as fit as his men plus
having professional skill and knowledge
of modern tactical techniques.”

So they come to Brecon from their
regiments, and if they are corporals they
are made into local sergeants. ‘No second-
class citizens on the course,” says the
colonel. And the sergeants’ mess almost
bursts at the seams with up to 120 members
including school staff.

The course is comprehensive. They
learn about battle procedure and staff
duties, artillery and engineers, more than
they ever knew about infantry, air co-
operation, duties of a platoon commander,
weapon training, map reading, navigation
and tracking, first aid, methods of instruc-
tion and organisation of training, patrols
and ambushes, defence, relief in the battle
area and withdrawal, advance and attack,
counter-revolutionary warfare, evading cap-
ture and resistance to interrogation and
nuclear, biological and chemical warfare.

The list is formidable, but so are some
of the men who wade through it. Sergeant
Peter Tiernan, lst Battalion, The Royal
Anglian Regiment, was a private soldier
in Borneo, a corporal in Aden, and saw
shooting in both places. He says: “This is
much more advanced stuff than anything
we have in the bartalion, which doesn’t go

“into as much detail and leaves quite a lot
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out.” He feels sure that the course is giving
him the kind of confidence needed to lead
a platoon in action.

Sergeant Peter Deem, 1st Battalion, The
Royal Green Jackets, has been in the Army
for nine years. He agrees with his colleague.
“Coming on this course brings out minor
points of battlecraft missed entirely in the
battalion. It brings back the professional-
ism of soldiering. I think the standard of
instruction is very high.” He was a platoon
sergeant in Borneo and saw action, but he
thinks he will be even more confident
after the course.

An interesting view of the course
comes from a sergeant of the United States
Rangers who attended it (places are
reserved for Students of Commonwealth
and foreign armies).

In an “after action report” (his descrip-
tion) he writes: “Very surprisingly British
and American tactics are almost the
same . . . The point is that without doubt
an American could be attached to a British
unit and know what is going on. He would
not have any trouble understanding orders
and should have very little trouble carrying
them out.

“I think this is the best course I have
been on within my military career. Instruc-
tors know their jobs well and are well
informed. They do everything possible to
teach their students. I did, in fact, enjoy
the entire eight weeks.”

One thing that is stressed is the value of
teaching correctly. The demonstration
platoon—made up of two sections of 4th
Battalion, The Queen’s Regiment (the
School of Infantry demonstration bat-
talion), a section of 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Anglian Regiment (representing 3rd
Division), and a para section, all working
happily together under a Queen’s Regiment
officer and sergeant—rehearses its per-
formances carefully before putting them
on before the critical gaze of the sergeants.

Rehearsals themselves are important, the
sergeants are told. Colonel Starling makes
the point that if rehearsals are necessary
for stage plays why do people think that
such complicated things as military opera-
tions will be “all right on the night” ?

Training is made as realistic as possible.
For instance, even for a simple piece of
training, like moving at night, the students
are taken away from camp to a desolate
part of the Sennybridge training area.
Anybody who has done military training
within sight of a camp, with its distractions
of movement and noise and Naafi, will
appreciate the advantages of this.

For eight weeks the sergeant is virtually
in limbo. Completely isolated from his
normal battalion duties, he can concentrate
on learning professional skills without
distractions, and if he makes mistakes he
makes them in front of fellow sergeants so
that when he returns to his platoon there is
less chance of making a fool of himself in
front of his men. And he is made to take
lessons, to change from pupil to teacher for
a while.

The senior non-commissioned officers
who attend the course have a staunch
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Sergeant Peter Tiernan—learning confidence.

Lieut-Col Joe Starling—high opinion of NCOs.

Learning from each other’s mistakes: A sergeant gives a briefing to his fellow course members.
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champion in Colonel Starling, a spare,
tough para officer who can deal with
trigger-happy terrorists and soldiers’ angry
wives with equal aplomb.

He underlines the importance of the
training offered by the course by citing the
example of his own battalion in Aden last
year. “In general, each company had one
officer short and frequently a sergeant had
to command a platoon,” he says. “On
several occasions sergeants were in tricky
situations where decisions they made
could have had immense political and
tactical repercussions.

The colonel adds: “I have been in the
business for 20 years and I believe the
average sergeant’s grasp of what goes on
and his ability to deal with a situation as it
occurs has improved by something like
100 per cent since the days of National
Service.

“Some of them are dedicated, but the
average chap is more informed and more
able to make balanced decisions and much
better at man management. Of course, the
ability of the sergeant is linked with the
increased responsibility put on the soldier.”

One thing they try to sell at Brecon is
that with Britain’s increased concentration
on Europeand bigger commitmenttoNATO
any future enemy is likely to be an armoured
one. Since the Korean War, says Colonel
Starling, the British soldier has not had to
face a really sophisticated enemy—*“‘Now
we have got to be prepared to kill tanks!”
It was to encourage the offensive tank-
hunting spirit among the sergeants of the
course that the staff put their heads
together to invent a tank-killing time bomb
based on the Energa grenade.

Tank hunting at night with Energas
fired from self-loading rifles has obvious
disadvantages—attracting immediate enemy
reaction and thus being unable to knock
out perhaps more than one tank. The
Brecon ‘boffins” reckon that infantry
would be able to creep up on a clutch of
tanks, place the modified Energas on
several tanks and retire to safety before the
fun started. The bomb has worked in
local trials, and now its possibilities are
being examined by the Royal College of
Military Science at Shrivenham,

Parallel with the sergeants’ course is that
of the para leaders. Captain David Charles,
The Parachute Regiment, who runs it,
says: “It doesn’t set out to be tough but
by the nature of the job of paras it #s tough.”
These junior non-commissioned officers
work every day for eight weeks with
frequent night exercises. Aim is to teach
them to command a rifle section and be
good instructors. Reserve paras also come
for basic tactics teaching. And the para
recruits come—first when they can still
buy themselves out of the Army and for a
second time when they have gained or are
just about to gain their coveted wings.

All the instructors at Brecon realise that
now there are no wars, training has got to
be as good as it possibly can be if Britain’s
streamlined Army of the future is to be
prepared for the demands that could be
made of it.

Sergeant Peter Deem—‘“beats the battalion.”

Sergeant’s playtime—instructor
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combat: Watched by the sergeants, men of the demonstration platoon on patrol.

corporal.

Until recently sergeants learned skills the hard way: Patrol in Sarawak during Confrontation.
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Major M D King is a keen 15-handicap golfer.
It was his idea to convert a six-hole pitch-and-
putt course at the Central Engineer Park, Long
Marston, near Stratford-on-Avon, inte a full
nine-hole course and a “par three’ course of nine
holes and 1155 yards. The 2658-yard nine-hole
course spreads. over 12 acres of two adjacent
sports fields and has a bogey of 36. Four of the
five greens are played twice, there are two holes
of 477 yards and the shortest hole is 100 yards.
Since there are only three bunkers the tees have
been cunningly sited to make use of the few trees
and bushes, and seats, notice boards and cricket
sight screens are all counted as hazards. The
course was officially opened (above) by Major
King (driving off) and Sergeant Robbie White-
house (left) challenging Mr John Andrew (second
from left) and Mr Bill Cash (third from left), of
Broadway Golf Club. The Central Engineer Park
plans to run two courses for beginners under the
Broadway club professional in the near future.
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Children are pictured (left) being shepherded
across the road outside Marlborough Infants’
School, Aldershot, by 19-year-old Old Tom, an
Army horse ridden by Military Police Lance-
Corporal Brian Davies. This is the only school-
children’s crossing in the country controlled by
a mounted military policeman—but soon after
this picture was taken this particular horse never
did the job again. Old Tom, the horse with a
weakness for peppermints, retired to an old
horses’ home—bought out of the Army for £50
by ex-Sergeant-Major Ernest Scattergood (pic-
tured below) who rode him successfully in many
jumping competitions during service with the
Royal Military Police mounted troop. When
Sergeant-Major Scattergood retired last year he

vowed Old Tom would retire comfortably.

“The opportunity to see this American-developed
weapons system used by the armed forces of an
allied nation was very valuable to us.” Major
Lyman M Spangler, of 2nd Battalion, 73rd
Artillery, 3rd Armored (Spearhead) Division,
United States Army, was talking about his unit’s
17-day visit to 50 Missile Regiment and 19 Field
Regiment, Royal Artillery, Rhine Army (right).
British and Americans fired their Honest John
rockets and, said Major Spangler, “The British
procedures, their innovations and their techniques
of firing the Honest John are things we can learn
from and did learn from in the cross-training we
were able to accomplish.” A lighter side of this
Project Partnership was a baseball afternoon
between 19 Field Regiment and 2nd Battalion,
73rd Artillery, with British sergeants playing
American non-commissioned officers and British
officers meeting American officers. Bases moved
and even disappeared, extra baseballs turned up
in first basemen’s gloves and outfielders were as
inclined to sit down and chat as watch the play.
Lieutenant-Colonel Eric W P Evans, commanding
19 Regiment, summed it up after his officers had
defeated the Americans. “It may have been a
victory for Britain, but not much for baseball.”

Major Brian Davis, commanding 21 (Gibraltar
1779-83) Missile Battery, Royal Artillery, sta-
tioned in Rhine Army, was in his bi

Lincoln, as a guest of the Sheriff while planning
a battery recruiting tour. Another guest was
Lieutenant-Commander Donald Lawrence, an
officer of the Royal Navy's HMS Lincoln. And 21
Bntterywupla.nningal:ripto(;ibnlmﬁth
which it has had strong ties for nearly 200 years.
Everything neatly clicked into place. HMS
Lineoln.mlkingareturnuiplocihrdhr,invitod

.along an officer and 13 gunners whe spent five

hectic days of sightseeing and official functions
on the Rock. To mark the visit, Captain Frank
Roberts, leading the 21 Battery party, presented
a battery plaque to Sir Joshua Hassan, Chief
Minister, who in return gave the battery a plaque
bearing Gibraltar’s coat of arms. Above: Three
gunners with a plague by HMS Lincoln.

While Major W H Moulder takes his dog Lucinda
for a stroll (above), Major Ken Dudley accom-
panies him with a Chieftain tank on a lead!
It happened at the Royal Armoured Corps open
day at Bovington Camp in Dorset. Major Dudley,
of the RAC equipment trials winig, was demon-
strating an apparatus he designed to enable the
tank to be steered, reversed and have its gears
changed at the touch of a switch on a remote
control box connected to the tank by a cable up
to 400 yards long. Made in the wing’s workshops
from standard components, the control kit is
easily and cheaply installed on any Chieftain—
its possibilities are being studied seriously.




Proud pilgrimage

ACK they went—back across
Bpoppied Picardy to the vine-clad

hills west of Rheims where 50
years ago their predecessors had won
them the right to wear the green and
red ribbon of the Croix de Guerre on
their shoulders.

To a small British military cemetery
hemmed on three sides by golden corn at
Chambrecy went men of The Leeds Rifles,
a Territorial & Army Volunteer Reserve II1
unit which is the successor of the old 8th
Battalion, The West Yorkshire Regiment
(Leeds Rifles).

On 28 July 1918 the 8th won the coveted
Croix de Guerre from the French by
storming a hill called Montaigne de Bligny
and driving the Germans from a height
that commanded the surrounding country-
side. In retrospect the hill can be seen as
one of the hinges on which the desperate
battles of 1918 turned, opening the way to
11 November and victory.

As the 50th anniversary of this feat
approached the Regiment sought the
approval of the Ministry of Defence and
the French Government to pay homage to
its predecessors. The result was that 31
officers and men and three retired members
of the Regiment made a coach trip from
Leeds to Rheims.

The Croix de Guerre was brought from
its resting place in the regimental chapel
at York Minster and paraded with pride.
Colonel J H Taylor, the honorary colonel,
read the citation in French and English;
Lieutenant-Colonel G Jarratt, the com-
manding officer, laid a wreath on behalf of
the Regiment and read the names of its
members buried at the Cemetery—and
other wreaths were laid on behalf of old
comrades, the city of Leeds and the towns
of Morley and Castleford.

Three volleys were fired by the guard
of honour and then came the Last Post, a
minute’s silence and Reveille. French ex-

Service organisations were represented by
three standard bearers, and the mayors of
Bligny and Chambrecy were among the
silent crowd of villagers. Later a survivor
of the battle, Corporal Harry Slater, led
the way up a track to the Montaigne.

The village of Bligny lies in the valley
below and the mayor invited the Rifles to
pay a visit. Tables were spread with white
cloths and laden with bottles of wine and
the French entertained their visitors to a
party in the village’s only street.

It was in late evening sunshine that the
Rifles left Bligny for the drive back to
Rheims. Behind them they left new friends
—with them they took memories of ranks
of headstones, of a great hill with a name
said with pride, and of the courage of
soldiers of 50 years before.

Top: The Croix de Guerre. Below: At the cemetery
Territorial Padre T C S Welbourne conducts a
service while Capt Peter Green holds the Croix.

PAGE 2I '



sipped coffee and talked with
7 their girl friends about painting,
pottery and plays, while outside young
international voluntary workers toiled
in the summer rain. Most were looking
forward to the “happening” planned
for that night.

You would expect the only military
connection with this scene to be the
epaulets on a “with it shirt, but manning
the telephone switchboard were short-
haired men in khaki and green, alert for a
call that could signal a very different kind
of “freak out.”

The unlikely juxtaposition occurred
when Charlie Company of 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, indulged
in some OPMAC. This is the current
Army term for aid to the civil community,
but in the Fusiliers’ case it also meant
Operation Midlands Arts Centre—for it
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LANGUID youths with long hair

Storyrby John Wright
Pictures by Arthur Blundell

was to this impressive complex opposite
Edgbaston cricket ground in Birmingham
that they went to do their good deeds.

They took their weapons with them
because the battalion was on Strategic
Reserve spearhead standy-by and Charlie
Company was the leading element. A call
through that switchboard could have
abruptly terminated OPMAC and sent the
company flying to a trouble spot anywhere
in the world.

Because of this the men were confined
to the area of their camp, which was
situated in Cannon Hill Park, home of the
arts centre. May be this is what caused the
“happening” to Charlie Company.

For something certainly did happen.
Curious soldiers who during the evenings
went to view the “weirdies,” as they called
the culturally inclined young people whom
the centre attracted, began to pick up paint
brushes and to play at pottery.

Top left: During the day Lance-Corporal
Mick Harris wields a shovel on the road.
In the evening the same hands are
sculpting delicately.

Above: Fusilier Lou McKay flounders in
mud on the landscaping site. He chooses
to relax with charcoal and drawing paper.

Left: Concrete occupies the 1 1 of
Fusilier Lewis Everard while is wearing
his beret. Later the material is wood.

Right: Major Nichols watches as men of his
company work to transform the mud into
a patio on which art lovers may sip coffee.

Below right: Charlie Company’s link

with the battalion. If trouble had brewed
Major Nichols could have had men on
the move in 90 minutes.

A surprised Major Brian Nichols, the
company commander, discovered that
among his riflemen was quite a bit ‘of
natural artistic talent. Eventualiy about a
fifth of the company could be found at the
centre at night engaged in one or another
creative activity.

There was Lance-Corporal Mick Harris,
for example. He wandered down to the
pottery department—somewhat aimlessly,
one gathers—and soon produced the
figure of a man. “I did a bit of art at
school,” admitted Corporal Harris as
he sculpted delicately.

Fusilier Lewis Everard was sitting over
a glass of milk in the centre’s coffee bar
when he got the urge to visit the woodwork
department. A creditable coffee table was
the result. And Fusilier Lou McKay,
attracted to the live model drawing session,
proved very effectively that he did a lot
more than sit and stare.




How
observant
are you?

These two pictures look alike but
they differ in ten details. Look
at them carefully. If you cannot
spot the differences see page 33.
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The Fusiliers went to the centre as a
result of a visit by Birmingham’s Lord
Mayor to the battalion in Gibraltar earlier
_this year when it was Ist Battalion, The
Royal Warwickshire Fusiliers.

Charlie Company made an access road—
and named it Fusilier Drive—did some
landscape gardening and prepared a new
site for the international voluntary workers’
village. It was really engineers’ work, but
the company had assault pioneers and
Major Nichols used skills acquired by his
men before they joined the Army. One
platoon also worked at clearing up local
churchyards.

After Charlie Company’s departure some
of its soldiers returned to the centre during
their leave to enjoy its facilities. Apart from
rendering valuable aid to this imaginative
project they taught civilians about the
make-up of the modern soldier—and
perhaps, shattered a few misconceptions.
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A hit for two misses

A winning smile from Private Margaret
Dixon, Women’s Royal Army Corps, as (above)
she is crowned Miss Waggon Lines 1968 at the
School of Artillery, Larkhill. Fifteen members of
the school’s WRAC battery competed for the
title at a summer ball. Private Dixon won £25—
and among her duties will be representing the
school’s Waggon Lines Club in charitable activi-
ties. Crowning Margaret—a former children’s
nanny, now a postal orderly—is Private Victoria
Godley, last year’s winner of the title,

And another beauty contest winner—Miss
Whitehall 1968, pictured above against a back-
cloth of bandsmen at the Duke of York’s Head-
quarters, Chelsea. The contest, open to girls from
all government departments, is part of the Army
Department’s annual sports day—and this year’s
winner was Miss Doreen Prosser, a clerical
.officer with the Ministry of Public Building and
Works. She also won £25.
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With a victory wave (above), Staff-Sergeant
Adrian Bunting speeds to another cycling
>success. Staff Bunting has won a reputation as a
tireless rider in major road races in Singapore and
Malaysia. But he reckons to lose as much as 6lbs
in weight during a long event in Singapore’s
steam heat. He recently captained the combined
Services against the Singapore national team in
the national track championship 4000 metres
pursuit and led them to a 20-metre victory. Staff
Bunting is chief clerk of the Engineer Branch at
Headquarters Far East Land Forces. As secretary
of the Army Cycling Union in Singapore he
regularly organises circuit races round Tanglin
Barracks, which houses the headquarters. He is
pictured winning one of these events.

Brothers in arms

Now they are a sapper trio. Below, Junior
Sergeant Stuart Atkinson (centre) and Sapper
Christopher Atkinson (right) were given special
leave to see their younger brother enlist at the
Army Careers Office in Chester. Brother David
is congratulated by Colonel R D Cheetham,
the Army Careers Officer at Chester. All three are
in the Royal Engineers. Even their mother wears
uniform. She is a traffic warden.

Father Feather too

John Derek Feather (above, left) is following
his father’s footsteps—in army boots. He signs on
at the Army Careers Information Office in Brad-
ford watched by his father (centre). There are
many fathers and sons in the Army, but what
made the occasion unique was that both were
enlisted by Major Ernest Deuchar (right).
Father Donald Feather joined the Royal Signals
in 1951 and his son is going to the Infantry Junior
Leaders’ Battalion at Oswestry for eventual
service with The King’s Division.

s

Dig that didgeridoo

This will take the wind out of their didgeridoos.
Bandmaster Reg Pritchard (above), emigrat-
ing to Australia, was presented with a fine £200
bassoon on his retirement at Sir John Moore
Barracks, The Light Infantry headquarters in
Shrewsbury, Shropshire. The money was col-
lected by junior bandsmen, sergeants and warrant
officers. Bandmaster Pritchard had been in the
Army for 35 years. He is now in Adelaide, New
South Wales, coaching a police band.

A gold medal for its brightest student in England
and Wales has been awarded to Staff-Sergeant
Michael Daniel (below) by the Public Health
Inspectors’ Association. Staff Daniel, who is in
the Royal Army Medical Corps, studied at the
Army School of Health in Aldershot and a civilian
technical college, then spent two years attached to
the Public Health Department of Woking Urban
District Council. Staff Daniel has other medal
potential—he is a keen racing cyclist as well as a
rugby referee.

Hometown historian

He has written a history of his hometown of
Huddersfield to mark its hundredth anniversary.
Major Roy Brook (second from right, below),
Royal Army Educational Corps, is congratulated
by the Mayor and Mayoress and a local
resident at a cocktail party which launched his
book. It is acclaimed as the most comprehensive
of the four histories that have been written about
the town. It goes back to Roman times, details
entries in the Domesday Book, records how elec-
tors went on the rampage after consuming £1000
worth of free beer at a Parliamentary election in
the early 19th century, and reports on the town’s
Charter of Incorporation in 1868. The foreword is
written by Prime Minister Harold Wilson who is a
freeman of the town. Major Brook wrote a history
of Shorncliffe Camp, Folkestone, for his MA
degree. He was educated at Huddersfield New
College and the University of Wales, and joined
the RAEC in 1949,

Oompah with oomph

Every soldier, it is said, keeps a field-marshal’s
baton in his knapsack. But Sergeant Zara Bow-
ness (below), Women’s Royal Army Corps, may
soon carry one in her handbag. Not a field-
marshal’s, but a conductor’s baton. Sergeant
Bowness has just completed a two-year course at
Kneller Hall, the Royal Military School of Music,
She has been selected for an officers’ course at
Camberley and on graduation will become
Director of Music of the WRAC. The present
director is a man. At Kneller Hall she was the
only woman of 240 students. Her course included
learning to play all the instruments which make
up a military band. And she preserves her
femininity even while playing the French horn.
Which could be termed oompah with oomph.
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HEN Sir Peter heard his
\ R / orders he suggested that they
meant suicide for his Regi-

ment. The General’s reply was tough
but typical of him: “It’s got to be done
and if necessary I am prepared to
accept 100 per cent casualties . . .”
There was, Sir Peter recalled later, no
more to be said.

The General was Montgomery and Sir
Peter Farquhar commanded 3rd The
King’s Own Hussars, who in 1958 merged
with 7th Queen’s Own Hussars to become
The Queen’s Own Hussars. That order
launched the 3rd Hussars into their
greatest struggle.

This was Alamein. The battle between
the Eighth Army and the Afrika Korps
had been raging for over a week and the
3rd Hussars, part of 9th Armoured
Brigade supporting 2nd New Zealand
Division, had already let—and shed—
blood on Miteiriya Ridge.

The Commonwealth Army had ham-
mered the Germans hard and now Mont-
gomery planned to break through near
Kidney Ridge with the mass of his armour.
The Hussars and their sister regiments,
The Warwickshire Yeomanry and The
Wiltshire Yeomanry, had been chosen to
spearhead the push—to break through
enemy anti-tank and field gun positions
and hold open the door.

On the night of 1 November 1942 their
tanks began advancing behind the infantry.
Before reaching the objective the Hussars
lost ten of their 35 tanks. But at 6.15am on
2 November the remaining tanks left the
infantry to begin their lonely thrust into the
forest of German gun barrels.

Newspapers later likened it to the Charge
of the Light Brigade. At first all went well;
prisoners were captured—but as {f got light
the desert became alive with guns firing
at them from front and both flanks. The
Hussars pressed on with terrible loss,
crushing guns under their tank tracks and
fighting muzzle-to-muzzle duels in the
dawn light. Soon the air was thick with
black smoke from their crippled tanks.

Radio communication broke down and
Sir Peter, an ex-master of foxhounds who
said he fought his Regiment “like a pack
of hounds,” walked around giving verbal
orders to his tank commanders. At one
time he had only seven crews left in action.
They kept fighting until joined by 2nd
Armoured Brigade and at about 10am, with
The Queen’s Bays, repelled a counter-
attack by Panzers. ;

The gallant charge had penetrated two-
and-a-half miles into the enemy positions.
The 3rd Hussars had destroyed 19 guns
and five tanks and taken 300 prisoners,
The door was open.

Next day the New Zealanders’ General
Freyberg surveyed the battlefield with Sir
Peter. As he swept the desert with field
glasses the General said: “Your Regiment
i1s magnificent. The Hun is beaten—it is
now the pursuit.”

He was right. Soon the enemy broke—
and 30,000 prisoners came into the bag.
The Afrika Korps was on the run!

For the 3rd Hussars the fighting was
over. Since 23 October, when the battle
began, they had lost 21 officers and 98
other ranks killed, wounded and missing—
and 47 of their 51 tanks. As they withdrew
they took with them the New Zealanders’




fern leaf sign, awarded by a grateful
General Freyberg and still carried on all
vehicles of The Queen’s Own Hussars.

In the year of Alamein the 7th Hussars
were in Burma. As part of 7th Armoured
Brigade they covered the Army’s retreat
to India just as their predecessors had
guarded - Sir John Moore’s retreat to
Corunna nearly a century-and-a-half before.
They won this praise from General
Alexander: “Without them we should
never have got the Army out of Burma.”

These two great cavalry regiments often
fought together and in peacetime it was
customary for one to be at home providing
drafts of men and horses for the other
overseas. The roll of each . regiment
contained a high proportion of men who
served in both.

The 3rd were raised as The Queen
Consort’s Regiment of Dragoons by King
James II in 1685 as a result of the Mon-
mouth Rebellion, and the 7th started life
in Scotland four years later as Cunning-
ham’s Dragoons.

Oldest custom of the present Regiment
dates from these days. The 3rd wore the
Queen’s livery with Garter-blue feathered
hats—and the association with the colour
blue has lasted to today’s wearing of
Garter-blue backgrounds to badges of
rank by officers and non-commissioned
officers (the only regiment in the Army to
do so0).

In 1714 The Queen Consort’s Regiment’s
name was changed to The King’s Own
Regiment of Dragoons, and Cunningham’s
Dragoons were temporarily disbanded and
reformed as The Princess of Wales’s Own
Regiment of Dragoons, shortly afterwards

to be known as The Queen’s Own Regiment
of Dragoons.

Both regiments gained their first battle
honour at Dettingen in 1743 when, out-
numbered ten to one, they charged the
French cavalry three times, finally driving
them from the field. Today the Regiment
has one kettle-drummer and one drum
horse surplus to establishment—so that a
pair of silver kettle-drums captured by the
3rd at Dettingen can be carried at the head
of the Regiment.

The King’s Own Dragoons formed part
of Wellington’s Army throughout the
Peninsular War and for the Battle of
Toulouse were joined by the 7th who, after
Corunna, had been reorganised as 7th or
Queen’s Own Regiment of Hussars.

At Waterloo the 7th Hussars charged
time after time in protection of the infantry
and at the end of the day helped to rout
the infantry of the French Imperial Guard.
In 1818 the 3rd were reorganised as The
3rd King’s Own Light Dragoons.

They went to India and in 1845 took
part in three of the four battles of the
62-day war in which the British vanquished
60,000 Sikhs. These fierce warriors nick-
named the 3rd the “Moodkee Wallahs”—
a name that endured for 100 years—after
being thrashed by them at the village of
Moodkee; they also called the Dragoons
“The Devil’s Children” and after Moodkee
refused to stand up to them.

When the 3rd returned to England they
were re-equipped as hussars and their
place in India was filled by the 7th who
gained two Victoria Crosses during the
Indian Mutiny. Both regiments distin-
guished themselves in South Africa.

Left: Regimental headquar-
ters of the 3rd Hussars after
the Battle of Alamein. Above:
The New Zealand fern leaf
emblem granted to them after
the battle by Gen Freyberg.

Top: The Maid of Warsaw.
Top of other page: QOH cap
badge, similar to 3rd Hussars’,
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buit they must be actice, and well limbed. Apply to SE, HOOPER, at
———
N. B. This Z ﬁm&dmmﬂmmﬂ&g returned from
SPAIN, and the Horses Young, the Men will not be allowed fo mvrw
next Season, more than once a week. - e

e Sy
BOOTH AND WRIGHT PRINTERS, NORWICH

Above: This is how the 7th attracted recrnits in the 1800s.

The 7th spent the bulk of World War One
fighting the Turks in Mesopotamia, while
the 3rd spent four bloody years on the
Western Front. As part of 2pd Cavalry
Division, they screened the Old Contemp-
tibles and in the retreat from Mons defeated
the 3rd German Hussars.

The year 1936 was momentous for
British cavalry. The 3rd Hussars returned
from India to be the first cavalry regiment
issued with tanks and formed the nucleus
of 1st Armoured Division—soon after-
wards the 7th Hussars in Egypt exchanged

.their horses for light tanks.

In World War Two both regiments
were initially in 7th Armoured Brigade.
After the desert war the 3rd—reformed
and retrained after Alamein—fought their
way up Italy. Every member of The
Queen’s Own Hussars wears on his left
sleeve the scarlet and silver crest of the
city of Warsaw—the Maid of Warsaw—
granted to the 3rd Hussars for supporting
Polish troops in Italy.

Between 1945 and the amalgamation in
1958 the 3rd Hussars stayed in Germany
while their sister regiment travelled as far
as Hong Kong. Last year The Queen’s
Own Hussars re-equipped as an armoured
car regiment with Saladins and Ferrets.
They saw action in Aden and now are
spread worldwide—one squadron in Hong
Kong, one in Singapore and one in England
in the Strategic Reserve. Quite a change
from the days when as the 3rd or 7th they
fought saddle-to-saddle as a closely-knit
unit against Frenchman and Sikh, Turk
and German; but as the regimental motto
makes clear:

Nor do difficulties deter us.

A Saladin of A Squadron in Crater, Aden, in
the stormy days leading to British withdrawal.

Back the Greys !
Steady the Bays!
Let the Galloping Third come through . . .

Trooper’s jingle
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To: Army Careers, MP6(A), Lansdowne
House, Berkeley Sq., London WI1X 6AA

I Please send me full details of
Army Junior Entry Schemes.

It takes us only 3 years
to teach an unqualified
, school leaver to become

Any boy—whether he’s got certificates or not—Ilearns better from instruction
that’s really practical. That’s why the Army Apprentices’ Colleges are

You can be selected between 15 and 17, and choose to learn

one of 50 different trades. You’ll learn fast, because
you’re taught in small classes by the finest civilian
and army instructors. In only 3 years you can be
qualified to Trades Union standards, with really good
long-term prospects of promotion.

The rest of your working time will be split
between general education—O.N.C,, City and Guilds,
or G.C.E. examinations; exciting adventure training

. such as Qutward Bound courses; and two afternoons
‘{ a week of sport.

In your leisure time, there will be facilities for
just about every kind of sport and hobby you can
imagine.

T A e o e M WAL R )
Save £30 a term. Whar's more, you'll
AODRESS' 00t atnr i Sl get 10 weeks paid holiday a year, and really good pay
—it’s common for boys to save about £30 a term. i
PR g iopssrnp it If the idea of a first-class, practical trade training
BOMNTY L L Lh sl ot e SRR and an active adventurous kind of life appeals to you, §
go and talk it over at your local Army Careers Informa-
GATE OF BIRTH. oot i s e tion Office (the address is at your local Post Office).
tYou must be resident in the U.K.) 161152101 Or send off the coupon.

If you've just been posted abroad, or are about to come home, be careful. Don’t be

over-impressed by a car offering an impressive tax saving. Remember that all cars offer the same tax V4
discount to servicemen abroad. V4

This leaves you in the same position as in Britain: choosing a car on its merits. 7

There is a slight difference though. When you’re abroad you’ll discover several good foreign V4 C)'Q 7
cars that you mightn’t have known about in Britain. One of the best of these is Opel. Include 4 >
it in your list of possibles when you choose your tax-free car. // o°

There are four Opels, covering 17 different body styles, 9 powerful engines. And all 7 \\r}
are‘backed by full service facilities throughout the UK. Send coupon for a free, P o et
illustrated colour brochure and details of tax savings up to £850. /7 ‘Q\&
Post coupon to: Sales Dept (Export), General Motors Ltd, 7 K%
Vehicle Division, Stag Lane, Kingsbury, London NW/9. e P4 o

] / %@@ ?*bb’
7/
Vi
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You can save

EXPORT

up to 20’ on one of these/(cars.l :

e

... Whether you are working in U.K. or overseas

Discounts vary from 5% to 209, depending upon whether you are:—Member
of H.M. Forces, Civil Servant posted abroad, Oil Company Executive, Airline
Staff or Civil Engineer.

The rules about export cars are simple. The car can only be kept in the U.K.
for a maximum period of six months (sometimes it can be up to one year).
You must then export it or pay the Purchase Tax. To escape Purchase Tax
altogether, it must then be kept abroad for a minimum period of one year
and for a further two years on return to the UK,

WEIR LODGE GARAGE LTD.
Bridge Road, Chertsey, Surrey

Tel: 655-4264/2047

The cars shown above are representative of the range available with discounts

of between 5% and 209, depending upon model and the country to which
it would be exported.

If you are arriving from abroad, you can be met at the airport in your new car

free of charge. Delivery times vary but generally it takes four to six weeks
from receipt of a firm order.

Write now for export documents and catalogues, Doreen Winters will reply
by return.

ROVER:FORD -TRIUMPH

Please send me details
of your services

Name
Address

The Communications Department,
National Provincial Bank,
PO Box 297, Drapers Gardens,
Jmy 12 Throgmorton Ave., London EC2
L/ Tyni il EER
4 AL ‘I:
7 QTN ,
? ¥ ¥




No green sashes

Your footnote to Mr I P Greenaway’s letter (July) on the subject
of sashes said that the Intelligence Corps was considering whether
its senior non-commissioned officers should wear sgghes and
whether these should be red or in the Corps colour of green.

I wonder if the Corps knows that the red sash worn by officers
as well as sergeants stems from the red cross of St George—
red was the national colour before uniforms were invented.
The French wore white sashes, the Bavarians light blue, etc.

A green sash might well represent another nation, even one of
the new African states.

We ought not to be so green as that.—W Y Carman, 94

o e
(oo barr. BURY.ST EDMUNDS

.ﬂ.“‘};\ B

The Editor,
Boldier Magazine,
L35 Helloway Road,
London, N.7.

Mulgrave Road, Sutton, Surrey.

% The Intelligence Corps has already decided not to adopt any

sash.

“The Orderly Man”’

I wonder if any reader can tell me the
words of the song ‘“The Orderly Man ?”’
The only time I ever heard it was in the
Kriegsgefangenen Lager, Heilsberg, in
1918, sung by one Lamont, I think a
Durham lad, and I have been wishing
to know more about it for many years
now.

It was new to all of us which included
Jim Shenton, a railway clerk who
amused me by wanting a Bradshaw the
day we arrived back in England; Fred
Jackson of Wigan, who saw another
man gallop to safety on his horse while
he lay helpless on the ground: ““Taffy”
Jones, with his thigh-bone stuck out
four inches through being broken and
never set; Kimber, a Londoner, who
acted as our interpreter and leader; Jim
Ball of Woolwich, a fine man I have
often wondered about, and Frank
Howard of Bradford, the nicest sergeant-
major I ever knew.

The only words of the song I now
remember are:

‘“...so0 on parade I went”

“‘said it was more like a chimney stack
than it was like a gun.”

Every verse ended with the refrain:

‘‘but they couldn’t get the dinner up

because I was orderly man.”

The last verse was:

““And now kind friends my six years
are up,

Of soldiering I’ll do no more,

I’ll never join the KRRs,

Or any other corps.

They can keep their packs and four
point tens,

And do the best they can,

_ For they’ll never get me for another

six,
To work the Orderly Man.”—

J H Wilson (ex-Pte, Northumber-

land Fusiliers), 26 Suffolk Avenue,

Southampton SO1 5EG.

Hand on scabbard

Are you not reaching “The End of
the Road” when you publish (July)
such “Traditionally British” pictures
as “‘Sappers on Parade” ?

Traditionally the left arm should not
be swung. The left hand should hold
the scabbard, arm straight, back of the
hand to the left, thumb round the front,
forefinger pointing down the scabbard,
other fingers curled round the back.—
Maj J A Meeke RCT, 26 Regiment,
Royal Corps of Transport, BFPO

I.
3* Major Mecke is right. Officers of the
Royal Engineers are not excepted from
the normal drill of holding the scabbard
with the left hand when marching with
drawn sword.

One day late

In the feature *‘It Happened in July*
you state that the invasion of Sicily
(right) began on 10 July 1943,

This is not true, Troops of 2nd South
Staffs landed by glider in the evening
of 9 July 1943 in the area of Syracuse
Bay, followed by paratroopers of 2nd
Bn, The Parachute Regiment. Even
though 70 per cent of the South Staffs
finished up “‘in the drink,” the re-
mainder succeeded in all the major

tasks allotted them—the capture of the
bridge at “Ponte Corvo,” destruction
of big guns covering the beaches and
generally spreading terror in the hearts
and minds of the defending Italian
troops. All this was on 9 July 1943.—
R l'E S Edwards (ex-1st Airborne
Div), 4 Needler’s End Lane, Balsall
Common, Coventry.

% Sorry! SOLDIER’s usually reliable
sources of reference were Everyman’s
Encyclopaedia and Bolton’s Dictionary
of Dates.

The Light Brigade

With regard to Lieutenant-Colonel
The O’Doneven’s letter (July) about
the wrong type of bits used in the film
““The Charge of the Light Brigade,”
this is a minor error when compared
with the fact that the entire Light
Brigade are shown in the film wearing
red trousers and the 17th Lancers with
red facings on their coatees,

The only regiment which actually
wore red or crimson trousers was the
11th Hussars; the others wore dark
blue, and the facings of the 17th Lancers
were white.

Having gone to all the trouble and
expense of having the uniforms made,
the film’s makers might at least have
ensured they were accurate—J T
Thomson, 52 Grove Street, Edin-
burgh 3.

I, too, a mere civilian and a female,
was surprised to see ““Universal
reversible” bits galloping up the Valley
of Death at Balaclava.

But what are such details to film
producers, who not long ago showed us
present-day hunting bridles on Culloden
Field and Prince Charlie clutching a
snaffle rein in each hand ?

Can someone please tell me exactly
when the universal reversible came

* into use in the British Army and if the

Royal Artill®y used it before the
cavalry ? Was it shortly before World

War One ?—Miss O M Bent, Dean
Parke, Bovey Tracey, Newton Ab-
bot, Devon.

Third Battle of the Aisne

I was interested to read the letter
(July) from Lieutenant-Colonel H G E
Woods concerning the Third Battle of
the Aisne. As a result of the fight the
battalion put up at Bois des Buttes on
27 May 1918, the 2nd Devons, of 23rd
Brigade, 8th Division, were awarded
the Croix de Guerre by the French
Government, the only Regular infantry
battalion to receive this honour, The
occasion is commemorated by a IXth
Corps special order which reads:

“On 27 May, after the enemy had
captured our forward and main defences,
the 2nd Devonshire Regiment main-
tained an unbroken front up to a late
hour in the morning. Although sur-
rounded and repeatedly attacked, it
successfully defeated all attempts of
the enemy to advance on its front. The
time thus gained was of the utmost
value, as it enabled the defences south-
west of the Aisne to be organised, and
reinforcing troops to occupy the
position unmolested.

““A battery commander who was on
the spot states that at a late hour in the
morning he found the commanding
officer of the 2nd Devons and a handful
of men holding on to the last trench
north of the Aisne. They were in a
position where they were entirely
without hope of help, but were fighting
on grimly. The CO himself was calmly
writing his orders with a storm of HE
shells falling around him. His magnifi-
cent bearing, dauntless courage and
determination to carry on to the end,
were worthy of the highest admiration.
There is no doubt that this battalion
perished en masse. It refused to sur-
render and fought to the last.

“The commanding officer (Lieu-
tenant-Colonel  Anderson-Morshead),

28 other officers and 552 other ranks,
practically the whole battalion in the
area north of the River Aisne, fought it
out to the last as ordered. A glorious
record.” 4

It is interesting to note that the
corps order was signed by B. L. Mont-
gomery, Major, for Brigadier General
Staff.—Lieut-Col J K Windeatt
(Rtd), Devonshire Regiment Old
Comrades  Association, Wyvern
Barracks, Exeter.

““My Old Shako”

I am trying to obtain the words of an
old song which I heard first in an
estaminet in France in 1918. It is called
“My Old Shako” and the chorus goes

‘“Heigh Ho, many a year ago

We wandered on together, yo’u and I,

My old shako,

And we tossed the heads of all the
pretty girls we used to know,

Ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty years
ago.”

I should be very grateful if an

}S‘PHLDIER( reader éan hel:i.;—.—,]
gate, (ex-KRRC), 46 ttery

Hill, Stanmore, Winchester, Hants.

Private Waterfield

With Regard to SOLDIER’s review
(July Bookshelf) of ‘“The Memoirs of
Private Waterfield.”,

No 2295 Private Robert Waterfield,
32 Regiment, earned the Punjab Medal
of 1848/49 with two s, ““Mooltan”
and ‘“‘Goojerat” (no soldier had this
medal with three clasps). He also
earned the India General Service Medal
1854/95 with clasp “North West
Frontier,” having served in the 1852
campaign, This medal was issued to

him in 1878 and his address at that
time was 17 Brierly Street, Leicester.—
R L Geach, 18 Lower Park, Tresil-
lian, Truro, Cornwall.

PAGE 3|



NI

Everything from personal stationery to a Corps History—
Regimental Journals, Recruiting Brochures, Souvenir
Programmes, Christmas Cards and Service Mess Account
Books—an expert staff is at your disposal.

Please apply to:

i THE FORCES PRESS

CRIMEA ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS. ALDERSHOT 21293-4-5-6

WIGFALLS for

FASHION

and all

household
SERVICE FAMILIES

ARE INVITEDTO SEND

FOR THIS COMPREHENSIVE

CATALOGUE

* 20 weeks to pay

*2/- in £ commission

*PLUS 7 %% Discount
for Cash Orders

\

Passchendaele

Captain R A Caplan is wrong when
he says (Letters, July) that Passchen-
dacle and the ground surrounding it
were never again lost to the Germans.
During the battle of the Lys the British
withdrew from it on 15 April 1918. On
16 April 1918 ““The Times History of
the War” says that the Germans oc-
cupied the line Langemarck-Zonnebeke-
Veldhoek. This puts them two or three
miles west of the Passchendaele ridge.

The ridge was not recaptured until
late in the war and then by the Belgian
Army. On this occasion the roads were
impassable and troops on the ridge had
food dropped to them by aircraft.—N S
gl.lior, 26 Buxton Road, Brighton,

ussex.

Captain Caplan is not quite correct,
The ground won in the Third Battle of
Ypres in 1917, including the village of
Passchendacle, was given up when the
Second Army withdrew on 14 and 15
April 1918 to a new line just east of
Ypres. The town remained in our
possession. The withdrawal was due to
the German advance in the south on
the Lys.

Full particulars of the operation will
be found in the Official History, France
and Belgium 1918, Volume 2, Chapters
XIV to XVIL.—Brig E A James,
Fernwood, 15 Bracebridge Road,
Sutton Coldfield, Warwicks.

At 24 hours’ notice

The article (July) on the recent
operation in Bermuda was excellent,
but I would be grateful if you would
clear one small point with regard to the
state of readiness of the supporting
arms.

While it was true that 50 Movement
Control Squadron RCT was at seven
days’ readiness, the rest of the sup-
porting arms (from 24th Infantry
Brigade based in the Plymouth area)
were on the same state of readiness as
the infantry battalion, ie a leading
element at 24 hours’ notice and a main
body at 72.—Lieut N H G Beard
RCT, 60 Squadron RCT, Plaster-
down Camp, Tavistock, Devon.

American VG

William H Metcalf, an American,
who won the Victoria Cross while
serving in the Canadian Army during
World War One, died recently at the
age of 72.

An obituary notice by Waldo Pray,

ublished in the Portland, aine,

ress Herald, contained the following
sentence: ‘‘Metcalf won several other
awards but the Victoria Cross, which
entitles its holder to remain covered in
the presence of the King or Queen and
a salute from all British officers, was
the only one he really cared about.”

I presume this “‘entitlement” to be a
myth.—Col T F Lancer, 500 H St,

SW, Washington DC 20024, USA.

* A myth indeed! We should be glad
to hear of Mr Waldo Pray’s source of
mis-information. |

Kitchener poster |

I was somewhat intrigued to see the
modified poster of Lord Kitchener in
““Left, Right and Centre” (June) and
feel it must have been copied (or taken)
from a poster the Royal Engineers have
used in the past two years to boost
sales of their corps journal. Lord
Kitchener was a sapper himself.—
Capt H W Corke, Marlborough
Road, t.

m,
* The Wor War One Kitchener
poster is one of the best known of all time
and has frequently been borrowed, even

for commercial advertising.

AS A SUBSCRIBER

COLLECTORS’ CORNER

W E Bibby, 2 Greenway Gardens,
Shirley, Croydon, Surrey.—Collects pre-
1914 postcards of British Army full dress
uniforms, Particularly requires Gale &
Polden series and Raphael Tuck *‘Qilette”
series.

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

(see page 23)

The two pictures vary in the following
respects: 1“5 in ¢ OY.” 2 Bortom
of top left bottle. 3 Tooth of spectator at
bottom left. 4 Glass splinters at centre
left. 5 Chinstrap of nearest soldier. 6
Leztering on bottle at bottom right. 7 Tie
ofgucmtar with trilby. 8 Mouth of

ldier. 9 Toilet paper at top right.
10 Chevrons of nearest soldier,

lessons. Details :

LEARN WATCH REPAIRING
Watch Repairing for Profit. Simple correspondence course. |5

WATCHCRAFT, 121 The Broadway,
Wimbledon, London, S.W.I19.

S.AE.

To WIGFALL'S MAIL ORDER, CHESTERFIELD, DERBYSHIRE.
Please send catalogue and full details of how to start a
Family Shopping Group. BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE

NUMBER

ADDRESS

L AR SR - IS
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FORCES U.K. TRADE-IN SCHEME

If you are to be posted overseas soon and wish to dispose of

your present car, we will give you a high trade-in figure now
against any future purchase.

For full details write or telephone:
WEIR LODGE GARAGE,

Bridge Road, Chertsey, Surrey.
Tel: Chertsey 4264/2047.

A summary of the Self-Propelled Weapons of the German Army 1939-45 PricnSisopuing

BELLONA
PUBLICATIONS Ltd

Dept S.
Hawthorn Hill Bracknell
Berks England




It happened in October

News of the World began publication

T E Lawrence and Arabs formally
entered Damascus

Boys' Brigade founded, at Glasgow

1843

1918
1883

Graf Zeppelin completed first

trans-Atlantic flight

1928

Independence of Czechoslovakia

proclaimed

1918

Experimental transmission of still

pictures by television began in Britain

Children’s
Education

The diversity of educational
facilities in the United Kingdom
offers opportunities for children
of all abilities, but this variety
can itself be confusing to

arents. The Institute of Army
Educa(ion provides a service of
advice to serving Army parents
on all matters relating to the
education and future careers of
children, especially those who
suffer mental and physical
handicaps, at home and overseas.

If you require advice you
should apply through the Chief
Education Officer to the Com-
mandant, Institute of Army
Education, Court Road, Eltham,
London SE9. All enquiries are
treated in confidence.

REUNIONS

Master Gunners, Past and Present.
Reunion at Victory Ex-Services Club,
63/79 Seymour Street, London W2,
Saturday, 2 November 1968, at 7pm.
Details from H Watling, 55 Orpin Road,
Merstham, Surrey.

The King’s Royal Rifle Corps.
Old Comrades Autumn (Stag) Reunion,
6.30pm Saturday, |9 October, at 56
Davies Street, London WI.

40 Light Regiment, Royal Artill-
ery. Reunion for all former members
at Bulford, Friday, 25 October 1968. For
details write or telephone 21C, 40
Light Regiment RA, Wing Barracks,
Bulford Camp, Salisbury, Wilts. GPO
Bulford Camp 337! or Bulford Military
Ext 4441 or 4437.

Ist/4th Battalion, The Buffs (1914-
1919). Reunion Dinner, Saturday 26
October 1968, 6pm for 6.30pm, County
Hotel, Canterbury. Tickets |5s from local
secretary or from Lieut-Col H
Cremer, Hampton Gay, 40 New Dover
Road, Canterbury, Kent.

1928
IN THE JUG

About a third of the competitors
came up with the right answer, of 21
days in gaol, in SOLDIER’s June
competition. This can be arrived at in
several ways; a specimen answer is:

10-pt 7-pt 4-pt 10-pt 7-pt 4-pt
jug jug jug jug jug jug

R
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Competitors offered 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,
9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 22,
27, 29, 34, 306, 37, 38, 39, 40, 42, 94, 210
and even 1000 days as answers. Most
popular incorrect figure was 39, but
this is impossible since the correct
answer can only be based on one pouring
daily of a known amount.

Prizewinners:

1 L/Cpl R ] Baker, 8 App A & E,
C Coy, AETW, Middle Wallop,
Hants.

2 Maj J] D Ransom RE, HQ
Northern Command, York.

3 S/Sgt F R Gloag, 18 CI Coy
T & AVR, 1 Fitzjohn’s Avenue,
Hampstead, London NW3

4 A R Taylor, 21 Harewood
Avenue, Boscombe, Hants.

5 L/Cpl D J Marsh, HQ Coy,
1 Foresters, BFPO 29.

6 D A C Baker, 3 Jalan Bulch
Perindu, Singapore 15.

7 Cpl I W Fowler, 27 Coy RAMC,
BMH Hong Kong, BFPO 1.

8 Maj (QM) W Stephenson, 223
Alexandra Avenue, South Harrow,
Middlesex.

9V E Webber, 3 Sunnydale
Crescent, Hitckley, Leics.

10 A Seymour, 294 Woodlands
Avenue, Eastcote, Ruislip, Middle-
sex.

11 Cpl D Cartwright, 74 AC
Wksp REME, BFPO 64.

12 Cfn D Self, HQ LAD, 1oth
Hussars, BFPO 17.

e

o FORCES DISCOUNT PRICES

o SPECIAL FORCES HIRE PURCHASE

o TAX FREE OR TAX PAID

o EVERYTHING SIMPLE & WELL ARRANGED
LAST MINUTE DRDERS WELCOME

UK TRADE-IN BCHEME

o FAEE TRANSPORTER DELIVERY—ANYWHERE IN THE UK

ST

L rn A

“Howcey  VAUXHALL - HILLMAN - SINBER - SUNBEAM - HUMBER

Write for brochures and the Natocars
information pack. letting us know
approximately when you want delivery

NATOCARS

MOORLINCH GARAGE - BRIDGWATER
SOMERSET telephone ASHCOTT 371 441

FOR SALE FREEHOLD
Private Residential Hotel in 5 acre grounds situated near Okehampton in the
heart of beautiful Devonshire. |5 Bedrooms, Drawing room, 2 Reception
rooms, Dining room, Laundry, Gun room. Well equipped modern kitchen,
2 bathrooms, coach house, stables, tennis lawn & 3 paddocks. All tastefully
decorated and in first class order throughout, including full central heating.

Price Freehold £15,000

Furniture and equipment at valuation.
For full particulars and photographs please write—

Lednard E. Courtice, Winkleigh Court, Winkleigh, Mid Devon.

Tel: Winkleigh 322,

Imperial
Ammunitior

Keep weighty things
to a minimum on a long
march. Like clothes.
And bullets. Just
take plenty of
Wilkinson's Mint
Imperials.

Only

6d a pack
at the
NAAFI.

SELF DRIVE CARS

FORCES
CONCESSION
RATES

MINIS, M.G.s
AUSTIN 1100s, 1800s
TRIUMPH 1300s
12 SEATER, VANS, ESTATES
AUTOMATICS
HILLMANS
ZEPHYRS
CORSAIRS
CORTINAS

NOW IN OPERATION
R.A.F. LYNEHAM

Phone: Bradenstoke 405

CHEAP RATES

SEND FOR CURRENT LIST

EDWARDS of EPSOM

28-38 UPPER HIGH STREET
EPSOM, SURREY

Cables EDWARDSCAR
Phone: 25611 EPSOM

Now at R.A.F. Lyneham
Telephone: Bradenstoke 405

IMMEDIATE
MORTGAGES

UP TO 1009, OF VALUE
Up to 35 years to repay
Free booklet on request

SCHOOL
FEES
FINANGE

Spread outlay with cos
saving. Free booklet

T.&V. JOHNSON LTD

Associated Insurance Brokers

77 Park St., Camberley, Surrey.
Tel: 5131

16a Milton St., Bath, Somerset.
Tel: 64021

8 Station Hill, Chippenham,
Wilts. Tel: 3166

1 Albion St., Newmarket, Suffolk.
Tel: 3615

8 Rose St., Wokingham, Berks.
Tel: 934

226 Fleet Road, Fleet, Hants.
Tel: 3436

218 Farnborough Road,
Farnborough, Hants. Tel: 44655
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saving with
National
Savings

The surest way to make your money
grow is in National Savings.

[t’s the safest way too - with
aregular interest rate that will give you
a steady return.

Or, if you like a gamble, but don’t
like to lose - have a crack at the
£25,000 prize with Premium Bonds.

National Savings Securities.

The Post Office Savings Bank and
Trustee Savings Banks:

National Savings Certificates:

British Savings Bonds:

Premium Savings Bonds.

Ask your Unit Savings Officer
about National Savings.

Or write to: The Secretary,
H.M. Forces Savings Committee,
Block B, Government Buildings,
London Road, Stanmore, Middlesex.
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The German dream had become a nightmare, Prussian
militarists had thought they could make Germany a dominant
world power by “blood and iron.” Now the German Army
was bleeding to death and its war machine lay rusting on the
Western Front,

The German people were sick of war. They had little or no
food except potatoes and turnips; every family had lost a
father, son or husband; their allies were surrendering (Bulgaria
on 29 September, Turkey on 30 October and Austria on 4
November). They were left fighting half the world on their own.

The front broke under assaults of the overwhelming Allied
forces. The Americans bulldozed through the Argonne Forest
in the south and the Allies took Ostend, Bruges and Lille in
the north. The British had breached the Hindenburg Line and
were now in open country. Above, they enter Cambrai—
pictured appropriately in the Place d’Armes—while the houses
are still burning. Passchendaele Ridge of impassioned memory
Wwas recaptured. Pack mules and wheeled transports (right)
squelch and lumber along the Menin Road which had become
a quagmire of mud, debris and splintered tree trunks.

Germany formally requested an armistice on 4 October,
not from Foch, the Allied commander-in-chief, but from
President Wilson of the United States. They accepted his
famous Fourteen Points as a basis for peace negotiations.
Unfortunately, a German U-boat sank the Leinster in the
Irish Sea, drowning 450 passengers, some of them American.
Wilson replied sternly—submarine warfare must stop at once,
the armistice must be settled by the two military commanders
and Germany must produce convincing evidence that she had
become a democratic republic.

The militarists were all for fighting on. But the new liberal
Chancellor, Prince Max of Baden, and his democratic ministers
over-ruled them. Ludendorff, the supreme commander, was
sacked by the Kaiser. By fulfilling Wilson’s terms, they actually
thought they had become his ally and atoned for all their guilt
in the war. But Wilson crashed in the US elections. The
American people, like the French and British, wanted decisive
victory and not idealistic peace.

Defiant German admirals secretly ordered the High Seas
Fleet into action. But the sailors, who had not been to sea for
two years, mutinied, murdered some of their officers and
demonstrated in Kiel. There were riots all over Germany
instigated by revolutionaries and deserters. Prince Max and his
colleagues were now even more firmly resolved to end the war—
not just to avert defeat but to prevent revolution.




£520 _
Scholarship

plus a career opening

Army Scholarships carry a grant of up to £260 a year, tax-free, for
two years; they are intended to help able boys stay on at school to study
for their ‘A’ levels (Higher Grade for Scotland). The money is made
up of a refund of tuition fees up to £160 p.a., plus a maintenance grant,
dependent on parents’ income, of up to £100 p.a.

The scholarships carry with them, for the successful, the assurance
of a place at Sandhurst —and can therefore be a boy’s first step to a
career as an Army Officer.

Selection is by written examination and interview. Boys aged 15
years and § months to 16 years and 5§ months on 1st January 1969 are
eligible, and application must be made before 1st December 1968.

For fyll details of the scheme, write to:
Major T. W. Tilbrook, Army Officer Entry, Dept. 326, Lansdowne
House, Berkeley Square, London, WiX 6AA

K.l.
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party to climb Mont Blanc (15,781

feet), and the first organised Army
group from this country to tackle the
mountain from the Italian side. And,
remarkably, many of the soldjgrs had
not done any climbing before the start
of Exercise Monte Bianco III.

In fact, 30 of the 55 selected to go to the
Alps had never climbed before and only
three, including the leader of the expedi-
tion, Himalayan veteran Major Antony
Hasell, Royal Corps of Signals, of 3rd
Division Headquarters and Signal Regi-
ment, had any snow and ice experience.

Seventy men—mostly from Southern or
Strategic commands—went to Wales for
toughening-up training, first at the Army’s
Outward Bound School at Towyn and
later on Snowdon; 15 fell by the wayside.

Then the Royal Air Force flew the party
to Italy for the third climbing exercise
sponsored by Southern Command and
hosted by the Alpini, the Italian mountain
troops. 3

Based at the Alpini camp at Courmayeur
at the foot of Mont Blanc, and guided by
Alpini soldiers, the British party—all
volunteers and including men of the Royal
Corps of Signals, The Worcestershire
Regiment, the Coldstream Guards and the
Royal Horse Guards—followed up their
training in Wales and became acclimatised
to snow and high altitudes.

Then came the big day, the day on which
a selection of the party set off to tackle the
mighty mountain. There were two groups
—one scaled the Brenva Face overlooking
Courmayeur; the other, the- larger one,
went up via the Gonella hut and along
Frontier Ridge. The parties met on the
summit in glorious weather; when a count
was made it was found that 21 of them had
conquered the White Mountain.

IT was the largest British Army

Top left: Second-Lieutenant G D Lilley, Royal
Corps of Transport, cutting steps up a glacier.
Bottom left: On the way to the top of the White
Mountain—the Gonella hut party. Below: Gaining
confidence the hard way—l}rummér J Joynson,
2nd Battalion, Coldstream Guards, in a crevasse.

-
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Three year
COmMmissions

w;th
business
careers

to follow

Three years pass quickly, and those
who serve for this period, must contemplate
the prospects after it is over. '

How would you like to talk with
the Staff Manager of a business concern
at the start of the three years ‘
particularly if the provisional offer of a
career later on could be made?

This is perfectly possible under current
conditions, and with Legal and General,
openings are available in the field of Life
Assurance, Fire, Accident, Group Pensions,
Computer Programming and Sales.

For those who can commence during their
service to study for Associateship of the
Chartered Insurance-Institute, Chartered
Institute of Secretaries or Certified and
Corporate Accountants by means of
correspondence courses, a specialist in these
fields is available to advise.

If you would like to know more,
including details of salaries and promotion
prospects, write to: Staff Manager, Ref. 11MN

ERAL

ASSURANCE SOCIETY LIMITED
11 Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4.

Weary but triumphant, they descend the mountain they have conquered.

Front cover shows the two parties meeting on the summit of Mont Blanc. e e S
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Already many Ex-Service-
men and women have found
a good career and
comradeship in civilian life
as LONDON TRAFFIC
WARDENS. You could too!

M Pay £16.9.9 rising to £17.16.7.in
Central London.
(Slightly less in outer areas)

M Promotion takes you to over
£1,000 p.a.

M Free uniforms.

B 3 weeks’ paid holiday.

B Paid sick leave.

M Non-contributory pension scheme.
B Convenient working hours.

If you are leaving the services soon and
are between 25 and 55 why not post the
coupon today to:— The Secretary,
Room 732, New Scotland Yard,
Broadway, London, S.W.1.

More details about life as a Traffic Warden in
London please.

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss)
Address

SERVICES
jOB
FINDER

Under this
heading every
month SOLDIER
will list jobs
available to
officers, men
and women of

,the three

Services who
are about to
complete their
Service en-
gagement.

SERVIGES

JOBFINDER

433
HOLLOWAY RD,
LONDON N7.

01-272 4381

Diesel Fitters
for

Heavy Earth
Moving
Equipment

£2,680p.a

The R.S.T. Group of Companies requires experienced
diesel maintenance fitters for its mines on the Copperbelt
of Zambia.

Applicants should have served a full apprenticeship (or
the Service equivalent) and have had at least five years
subsequent experience in the repair and maintenance of
heavy diesel driven earthmoving equipment.

Employment will be on contract initially for a penod of
three years. Salary, which will be paid in Zambian cur-
rency, will be 4600 Kwacha p.a. (currently equivalent to
£2680). Paid leave will be granted at the rate of 46 days
per annum,

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROMOTION TO
FOREMAN GRADES

Additional benefits include accommodation and basic
furniture at low rental; free life assurance; medical benefit
scheme; education and travel allowances; return passages; -
baggage allowance.

Employees enjoy a high standard of modern living and
working conditions in pleasant surroundings, with a
temperate climate and year round sunshine. Excellent
facilities exist for practically every kind of sport and
leisure activity including television.

For full particulars and application form, write to:—

The Manager, C93/68,
Overseas Appointments
Division,

RST International Metals Ltd.,
One Noble Street,

London, E.C.2.

RST GROUP OF COMPANIES

e e
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British
Transport
Police

need

Constables

and

Police-
women

in London and
throughout
the Country

Leaving the Services ?
Then choose a really
worthwhile civilian job.

Variety, generous free
travel, good pay, pension.

Here is an opportunity

for those with intelligence |

and initiative.

Qualifications: Physically fit
with good eyesight.

Men: 19-35 and at least
5ft 8in.

Women: 19-35, single and
at least 51t 4in.

write to:

Chief Constable
(Recruitment), Dept. A
British Transport Police
PO Box No. 25

Park Royal, London NW10
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SERVICES
JOBFINDER

Topographic Surveyor

We are seeking single young men qualified in the
Army to standard Al or A2 Surveyor, or in the
Mines to the standard of H.N.C. (Mining) to work
with Geophysical Exploration parties operating on
a world wide basis.

Candidates must be prepared to work in camp
conditions, often in remote areas. The Company
provides generous allowances and leave entitlement,
with free messing, accommodation and medical
attention when overseas.

Only candidates who meet the above requirements
should apply for application forms to:

Personnel Manager,

SEISMOGRAPH SERVICE LIMITED

Holwood, Keston, Kent.

Wanted urgently,

Ex infantry,
specialists,
instructors,
pilots,

helicopter pilots

for well paid posts abroad.
All Ranks.
Write:- Overseas
Employment Bureau,

I5a, Lauriston Place,
Edinburgh 3.

CORPS OF
COMMISSIONAIRES

Founded 1859

Another career whén your Service
engagement expires,

Age no bar.
Divisions in 10 cities of the U.K.

Apply:
419A Strand, London W.C.2.

01-836-6453

DOES CIVVY STREET
SUDDENLY SEEM NEARER?

Now'’s the time to get the qualifications you need for a secure
Juture career.

PERSONALISED CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR
G.C.E. ‘0’ and ‘A’ Levels, Professicnal Qualifications
and DEGREES

Enrol with the National Extension College—a non-profit organisation—with

highly qualified course writers and personal tutors who are experienced teachers and
lecturers. The courses are constantly revised and brought up to date. Your tuition is
supported by optional weekend or Saturday study sessions where you can meet and
discuss your work with fellow students, teachers, and specialists. Personal contact with
tutors is fostered and encouraged. Two of our G.C.E. courses which Yyou can start now

are linked with study programmes on B.B.C. and 1.T.A. There are other courses in
by means of¥personal tuition and individual work assignments. ‘
Controlled by an Educational Trust @

specialised subjects including Computers, Business Studies etc., and N.E.C.’s OPEN
UNIVERSITY SCHEME prepares eligible students for London (External) Degrees

Write, now, for your free Prospectus 1o: Educational Director,

Room SO, National Extension College, Cambridge.

THE NATIONALEXTENSION COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGEM
(Incorporating the University Correspondence College, Founded 1887)

NOEL BELL
CAR HIRE

AU D, car ey
to Britain
ALL NEW MODELS
Mini Vans to
Zephyrs
Prices from:
£11-0-0 Per Week
including insurance

Unlimited mileage
Get details now from:
237 Roehampton

London SW15
Tel: 01-788- 9321

We will meet you anywhere

COURAGE (CENTRAL) LTD.

offer you a

MANAGEMENT CAREER

Would you and your wife like a job worth up to £2,000 a year as
Managers of one of our Public Houses?

The qualifications required are enthusiasm, the ability to get on
with people, to organise a small staff and to run ‘a happy house’,

Suitable applicants will go on a training course and, if successful,
will be offered one of our Managed Houses in the general area of
Berkshire, Hampshire, Surrey, Buckinghamshire or West London.

If you are leaving the Forces shortly and are interested in further
details, write to:
Mr. W. H. Whiting, Tied Trade Manager,
Courage (Central) Ltd., The Brewery, Reading, Berks.

BADGES
We make only the best
BLAZER BADGES
in fine gold and silver wire.

PLAQUES

Also attractive WALL PLAQUES and
CAR BADGES at 40/- each

SCARVES

Fine quality Saxony Wraps in Regtl.
colours (University style 60" x 1049
for 35/- each;
REGIMENTAL TIES 21/- each,

List from:

D. J. PARKINSON.

H.M. Services Hand Embroiderers
(Dept. S.) 124, VALLEY DRIVE,
BRIGHTON 5, SUSSEX




YOUNG OFFICERS

leaving the Service have a unique opportunity to join
a young vigorous Company manufacturing to the
Building Industry.

They will be trained to a high standard to occupy
important Sales Executive positions in U.K., Europe
and South Africa. Responsibility is geared to personal
achievements and the Company's flexibility allows
those with real ability to progress rapidly to early
senior management.

We have a Company Pension Scheme and a free
Life Insurance Scheme. High basic salaries are
envisaged.

Applicants, who will be granted immediate inter-
views, are invited to write, quoting Ref SM 2, to

E. B. CALDER,

SALES RECRUITMENT EXECUTIVE,
DOM HOLDINGS LIMITED,
ROYSIA HOUSE,

ROYSTON, HERTS.

REDDITCH, WORCESTERSHIRE.
EXPANDING NEW TOWN
JUST SOUTH OF BIRMINGHAM

Excellent OIld Established and Highly Lucrative
General Grocery, Sweets and Tobacco Business with
Newsagency Together with Sub-Post Office. Fine
Main Road Trading Position covering a highly popu-
lated Residential area. Having Superb Luxury Living
Accommodation. Thriving Business with large gross
annual turnover and substantial net profit. Audited
accounts available. Excellent Trade fittings and
fixtures. Members of the “MACE"” Group. For sale
as a going concern to include Fine Freehold Premises.
Valuable Goodwill and Trade Fittings. Reasonable
Figure required. Stock at Valuation. Full details to
Genuine Applicants only. Cross & Harris, F.A.l,
Evesham Street, Redditch. Telephone Redditch 3431
and 3550.

BEC-AE| (ELECTRONICS) LiD

Radar, Aerospace & Defence Divisions develop and
manufacture major electronics systems for military and
civil applications including :-

Satellite Ground Stations—both military and civil
Missile Guidance Equipments

Electronic Warfare

Control Engineering.

Continued expansion in the above fields is providing
additional opportunities for :-

*ELEGTRONIC ENGINEERS
*ELECTRONIC TECHNICIANS
TEST ENGINEERS

Applications are invited from EX-SERVICE
PERSONNEL (ideally possessing H.N.C. or O.N.C.
qualifications) experienced in the operation and
maintenance of communications equipment,

radar, or guided missiles.

The Personnel Officer,

Please write "
GEC-AEI (Electronics) Ltd.,

or telephone

for an Warren Lane, Stanmore, Middx.
application
form to :- Tel, No. 01-954 2311 Ext. 13

The Building Industry is Expanding in U.K., Europe
“and South Africa.

* WE are a rapidly expanding Company manu-
facturing and selling specialist equipment to the
Building Industry.

* WE are willing to train you to become a suc-
cessful Technical Salesman.

* WE have a Company Pension Scheme and a FREE
Life Insurance Scheme.

* If you are between 25 and 38, own a reliable car
and want to earn a BASIC INITIAL SALARY of
£1650 rising quickly to £1825 plus commission
apply, quoting Ref SM |, to

E. B. CALDER,

SALES RECRUITMENT EXECUTIVE,
DOM HOLDINGS LIMITED,
ROYSIA HOUSE,

ROYSTON,

HERTS.

MAKE A SECURE
CAREER AS A
PRISON
OFFICER

NEW PAY RATES

Present scale: £14.19.6. rising to £20.15.0.
From next January: £16.0.0. rising to £21.16.0.
(AND FREE HOUSING OR RENT ALLOWANCE)

PLUS

@ Full starting pay during training.

® Overtime, and the chance te earn more by qualifying in
special skills, or by practising your trade.

® Free uniform and footwear. !

® 3 weeks, and 3 days holiday, plus 9 extra days, all on
full pay.

@ Free pension, and a lump sum on retirement.

If you're between 21 & 42, 5'6” or over, complete the coupon.

TR ] (D) T ) T e I N S

Please send me your booklet about the Prison Service.

i R U R AT DO e Wt PO e |1 50 L
(Block letters please)

AGAIBEE......cornsersprismunssnparanasssnnmmnses sssinansusnnmnssxmsmennirnsopaiaEITRRE S

Home Office, Romney House, Marsham Street, London SW1

JOIN THE MODERN PRISON SERVICE
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UK o European posting || LHE SAPPERS PUT

Step off the plane and
\!// into a new car!
_ e - _ 'fl:orces discount p[;'i;:es
st ® Free transporter delivery
rwre || ON THE RIR MAP

® 3 years to pay
® All paperwork completed

from Glasgow to Britain’s most northerly island,
Unst in the Shetlands, to visit sappers building an
airstrip (SOLDIER, December 1967). Today the journey
could be done in a tenth of that time. The airstrip is finished;

LAST year it took a SOLDIER team 14 hours to travel

for you
PNATOCARS ® Last minute orders

} M
INFORMATION PACK

no problem lonely Unst is not quite as lonely now. .

e —— First official aircraft to touch down on the new Balta Sound
Order your new car before you leave. When you get back it will be ready and waiting airstrip carried Lieutenant-General Sir Derek Lang, General
for you at the airport—fully insured, with all the paperwork completed for the U.K., 2 s
Europe, or both. The Information Pack gives you the full gen ; forces discounts, special Ofﬁcer Commandmg Scotlgnd. He came to hand thc St“P over
H.P. terms, the lot. . . . Plus a sheaf of colour brochures of all the latest to Zetland County Council, at whose request and with whose
mu_d-ls to hrlnwsa through ag leisure. There's no obligation whatever. You can co—operation it was built by 15 F]Bld Support Squadron Of 38
weigh everything up, take your time choosing—and take delivery wherever you land.

L B e Engineer Regiment, Royal Engineers, from Ripon in Yorkshire,
era:e:en-d:e-yow Information Packeithoat obn'.igat:ln.- T assisted by detachments from Ist Battalion, Thlf): Royal Highland
ase. Rank Fusiliers, and 1st Battalion, The Black Watch.

The airstrip is 2000 feet long and 100 feet wide. During con-
struction 2000 tons of rock had to be excavated and blasted, 3000
: tons quarried and crushed for surfacing—and a total of 20,000
» (country) —O— tons of earth was moved.

Tax paid for U.K. only (tick) First phase of the work was from July to September last year
lDeh‘very Date NATOCARS when the sappers were hampered by bad wet weather. In April
this year they returned to finish the job.
E}ﬁ Now the airstrip is available for ambulance aircraft and charter

BMC COMPLETE PHILATELIC flights. It will be a boon for the nearby Royal Air Force radio

SERVICE station at Saxa Vord which has no airstrip. And there are plans to

Present Address

Tax free for U.K. and then NATOCARS

B e Y 154 Giooan. o use it for an inter-island air service in the Shetlands when another
mora . . - . . » . . .
N Ew nation, Victory, Christmas Issues, etc) . 20/- strip is built at Lerwick on the main island. Up to the Balta Sound
200 C ith g e : :
ey RO - airstrip being opened, aircraft had been able to land only at
Packets of stamps from Aden to Zanzibar Sumburgh at the extreme southern tip of the Shetlands.
(all Commonwealth) ranging from 2/6 to £10

Commonwealth Kiloware (stamps on paper)

At special || T e

e, Black card approvals, mounted with the finer

M I t stamps of the Commonwealth, despatched

I I ary under registered cover, 3uitable for the more
discerning and experienced collector.

I rices First day cover service and a complete range

of philatelic accessories for overseas clients.

JOHNE Lists on request.
- CASH WITH ORDER—POSTAGE FREE
ORDEReBY RETURN

32, LANCASTER MEWS,
OFF CRAVEN TERRACE| JOHN R. WOODS

LONDON W.2, 55 Sidmouth Street, St Pancras
Rhone: 01-723 1478, London WCI

London Tailored FREE
. ﬂ) 50 Cloth
hions forlflon. JEELEE
& Style
Thirty Superb Styles

Guide in
Hand Cut to Measure | 4!l colour
Just forYOUI!

The foremost Mail Order Tailors present their splendid new
Style Guide and the very latest ranges of Worsted and
Terylene cloths. Entirely free and without obligation. Every
suit is hand-cut and made to measure; our original measure-
ment scheme guarantees a perfect fit. Easiest of terms — a
small deposit and extended monthly payments. Just fill in
the coupon for full details, Prompt service for both U.K.
and overseas,

_______ e L e N o s szodntaltat. R84 :
I MARSHALL TALOSS (Boms. 14N This was the third airstrip built in two years by 15 Field Support
WIS Brosn. Lemna. Lamton, NA. Squadron for the benefit of isolated Scottish communities—the

others are on the Isle of Mull and at Plockton in Ross and Crom-
arty. Plans are now under way for another island airstrip—on
Colonsay, west of Jura—and extensions to existing airstrips on
two other western isles, Oronsay and Coll. Again 38 Engineer
Regiment is involved.
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Above: Among Unst’s first
aircraft were an Army
Beaver and an RAF Pem-
broke, here being inspec-
ted by some Shetlanders.

Left: Flashback to last
year. A sapper of 15 Field
Support Squadron at work
with bulldezer in the mud
that hampered operations.

Right: Lieut-Gen Sir Derek
Lang inspects the men who
put Unst in closer touch
with the rest of Scotland
and the world beyond.
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ucan’t

get amedal
get abook

Manoeuvre yourself into position for a quiet read.
Armed only with a book or magazine you can repel
all-comers. Nothing like a visit to the Forces Bookshop

to ward off an attack of the blues.

i‘tORGES BOOKSHOPS

BAOR
Berlin (YMCA)
Bielefeld (YMCA)
Bunde (YMCA)
Celle

(Church of Scotland)
Cologne (YWCA)
Detmold (Salvation Army)
Dortmund (YMCA)

Menden (Church Army)
Minden (Salvation Army)
Moenchen Gladbach
(YWCA)
Munster (Toc H)
Osnabruck (Church Army)
Paderborn (Toc H)
Sennelager (Church Army)
Verden (Toc H)

Dusseldorf (YMCA) Wolfenbuttel
Fallingbostel (YWCA) (Church of Scotland)
Hamelin (Church Army)
Hannover GIBRALTAR
(Salvation Army) Wesley House (MCFC)
Herford (YMCA and YWCA
HQs) CYPRUS
Hohne (YMCA) Akrotin (YWCA)
Iserlohn (YMCA) Berengaria (YWCA)
Krefeld (YMCA) Dhekelia

Lippstadt (Church Army) (Church of England Club)

Episkopi (YMCA)
Famagusta (MMG)
Nicosia (YMCA)

NORTH AFRICA
Tobruk (Salvation Army)

PERSIAN GULF
Bahrain

(MMG Services Club)
Sharjah

(MMG Services Club)

FAR EAST
Hong Kong
(European YMCA)
Singapore (Commonwealth
Services Club)
Malacca
(Church of Scotland)

Services Central Book Depot (W. H. Smith & Son)
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Books

CAPTAIN IN COMMAND

“History of the United States Army”
(Russell F Weigley)

Professor Weigley makes much of
the line that the history of the United
States Army is a history of two
armies—the Regular, professional
Army, and the citizen army of
militia, National Guards, selectees
and so on. From the first history of
the United States Army, published
in 1904, American military history,
he says, has been affected by the
partisanship of professional versus
citizen soldier.

He refers frequently to tensions
on this subject, but his admirable
history makes it clear that this was
political and that citizen soldiers,
whenever properly trained, brought
loyal and able reinforcement to the
Regulars.

The political tensions began with
independence. There was a wide-
spread suspicion that a Regular army
might grow too powerful and pro-
mote a despotism, and a conviction
that free Americans could, as in
colonial days, rely on themselves for
their own defence.

Lack of money and the political
climate after independence were
such that the Continental Army,
with which Washington had fought
the British, was run down to such
an extent that a captain was listed as
senior officer of the army for a few
weeks in 1784,

In 1790 the standing army was
increased to 1216 men, reinforced
by 1500 militia, and sent on its first
campaign against the Indians. It
met disaster. A second, larger force
did no better. A third, called The
Legion of the United States, well
trained, showed itself reliable and
capable, and the author considers
that its commander, Major-General
“Mad Anthony” Wayne, could with
good reason be called the Father of
the Army.

Besides the Regular-versus-citizen
army struggle, there was an equally
protracted conflict over control of
the Army. Commanding Generals
not unreasonably thought it their
duty to command in the name of the
President. Political heads felt the
power should be in their own hands.
Not until 1903 was the matter
resolved, when the commanding
general was replaced by a chief of
staff.

The Civil War left the Army
virtually intact on the side of the
Government. Although the South
provided more officers than the
North, only 313 of 1108 resigned.
The war over, the Army was inevit-
ably cut and returned to fighting
Indians in the West.

Such was its decline that in 1877
there was no financial appropriation
and for the better part of the year its
soldiers had to depend on bankers’
loans.

The development of this sorry
force by 1945 to the mightiest army
in the world, smaller in numbers
than the Russian but more powerful,
is a remarkable story with many ups
and downs.

It was made possible, says the
author, because the tradition of an
armed citizenry springing to the
country’s need permitted the crea-
tion of a massed army.

Batsford, £5 5s RLE

PRE-HISTORY TO 1900

“Daggers and Fighting Knives of the
Western World” (Harold L Peterson)

The bowie knife is generally
attributed to James Bowie, the
legendary American soldier and
frontiersman who died in the heroic
defence of the Alamo. The knife was
in fact designed by Jim’s brother,
Rezin, for hunting. It had a straight
single-edged blade 9} inches long
and 1% inches wide.

Rezin gave it to Jim who used it
in several adventures. In 1830 Jim
needed a replacement—probably the
original was worn out with constant
sharpening. If Jim was only half as
big as his reputation he would have
needed that knife to be pretty keen.

He asked an Arkansas blacksmith
named James Black to make a new,
ir;lllprovcd version. Black told his tale
only after the knife had become
famous and did not say what the
improvements were. Possibly they
included the false edge at the point
and possibly the introduction of the
clipped point in which the back of
the blade swoops to meet the edge
in a concave line,

In the six following years Jim
Bowie continued to build up his
reputation and it was at its peak
when he died at the Alamo in 1836,
Thereafter everyone wanted a knife
like Bowie’s. It did not take long for
English craftsmen to cash in on the
demand and Sheffield became one of
the prime suppliers. To enhance the
American appeal of their products
some Sheffield firms. marked their
blades with the letters US separated
by a star or with NY separated by a
federal shield.

This story of the bowie knife is a
splendid example of the effort and
research which Mr Peterson, a
leading American authority on edged
weapons and chief curator in the
United States Department of the
Interior, has put into his book.

In his opening chapter he discusses
the stylistic origins of western knives
in the Middle East and Asia Minor
and continues with a full account of
European weapons from pre-history
to the Middle Ages. He then
organises his material century by
century until 1900. The result is the
only full-scale reference book to be
devoted to this subject.

Herbert Fenkins, 355 JCW

HISTORY IN 900

- PHOTOGRAPHS

“The Decline and Fall of Nazi
Germany and Imperial Japan” (Hans
Dollinger)

This book covers the last five
months or so of World War Two in
Europe and the last six of the war
against Japan.

Its main medium is photographs,
nearly 900 of them. Those in the
German section are by far the more
illuminating. One cannot see again
those pathetic little boys who were
given rifles by the crumbling Reich
without having a pang of pity. One
wonders how those unimpressive
German generals, in their shoddy-
looking uniforms, and the drab
soldiery surrendering or already in
the prisoner-of-war cages, can ever
have marched triumphantly across

Europe.




Nazi Germany
and Imperial Japan

The pictures in the Japanese
section fail to bind together to create
an atmosphere. Perhaps this is
because the campaign itself was
scattered and diverse. Individually,
some of the photographs are good;
those showing the horrors of Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki are particularly
vivid.

Capsule accounts of events, many
from eye-witness reports and con-
temporary documents, good maps
and useful chronological tables help
the pictures to tell their stories. There
is also a chapter on the cost of the
war which reveals the curious
information that of 3363 German
generals, 901 lost their lives. Of
these 287 were killed, 108 committed
suicide, 25 were sentenced to death
by German courts, 57 by Allied
courts, and 310 just died.

Lieutenant-General Ira C Eaker,
a notable American air force com-
mander in Europe and the Mediter-
ranean, writes a foreword and points
a lesson: “Those miniwits who now
prate about the ineffectiveness of air
power obviously never saw Berlin or
‘Tokyo and never served on a battle-
field or a fleet under hostile aircraft.
Here they can gain that experience.”

Odhams, 63s RLE

CRITIC OF CHIEFTAIN

“Machine Age Armies”
Wheldon)

Britain’s Chieftain is the heaviest,
slowest and most underpowered
tank in service today, asserts Mr
Wheldon.

He contends that machine warfare
has highlighted mankind’s alarming
slowness in adapting its military
ideology to technological innova-
tions. He presents an extremely
strong and valid case, giving exam-
ples from both world wars, from
Korea and from Vietnam of how the
concept of material destruction of
the enemy through attrition warfare
has prevailed in official thinking,
despite the recurring lesson of

igible achievement at enormous
Ccost.

Reviewing the evidence, Mr Whel-
don makes a penetrating and com-
prehensive survey of the evolution of
mechanised armies. He recalls the
farsighted and revolutionary ideas of
Swinton, Fuller, Liddell-Hart and
Hobart, all of whom called for
emphasis on strategic paralysis of the
enemy through tactics of surprise
and demoralisation. And sadly he
recalls how these ideas were rejected
by the architects of official military
policy on both sides of the Atlantic.

The decisive blow to the advocates
of general mechanisation came with
the dispersal of the serving “pro-

hets”’—Lindsay, Broad and Pile.

obart stayed, but was “isolated
with his exotic tank brigade, which

(John

sometimes, as Royal Tank Corps
units were moved around, had no
equipment.”

It must have been a very bitter
last laugh for the tank prophets when,
in 1940, Guderian and Rommel put
their principles to such devastating
effect in the Panzers’ 60-day con-
quest of Western Europe. Even then
it took a long time for such notions
to become part and parcel of military
thinking.

Discussing present trends in
machine warfare, Mr Wheldon
emphasises the vital importance of
army-air mobility, at present being
pioneered in the United States and
to a lesser extent in Britain.

This book is without doubt one of
the most important in its field. It is
written by a former member of the
Reconnaissance Corps and deserves
a wide readership.

JCw

Abelard-Schuman, 355

John
Wheldon

Abelard-Sclhiman

EGCENTRIC VIEWS
“Inglorious Soldier” (Monk Gibbon)

After a single term at Oxford the
very young Gibbon wangled a com-
mission in the Army Service Corps.
He was home on leave in Ireland
when the 1916 Easter Rising broke
out and he promptly reported for
duty to Portobello Barracks, Dublin.

He acquitted himself well under
fire. He was a near-witness of the
execution by an insane English
officer of three innocent Irishmen
and this madewa deep impression on
him.

In France he served with horse
transport units and his descriptions
of life on the lines of communication
are of considerable interest. He seems

MONK GIBBON

to have been a capable and conscien-
tious officer though not a popular
one,

His views on the Irish question
did not endear him much to his
brother officers. Later he began to
have doubts on the moral aspect of
war. When it seemed he was likely to
be transferred to a combatant arm,
he asked to resign his commission
and become a private in the Royal
Army Medical Corps.

His commanding officer reported,
“This officer has since the date of
his commission developed eccentric
views on the ethics of war and the
duties of the individual in war, He
has never to my knowledge been
guilty of any overt offence against
discipline but his heart is not in his
‘work which suffers in consequence.”

His resignation was refused and
he went into hospital with “shell-
shock” (redesignated neurasthenia
when the doctors got to know him
better). A transport job at Hull
followed, then a medical board dis-
charged him. Because of that report
on his “eccentric views” he never
rose above second-lieutenant.

Hutchinson, 70s RLE

CONDEMNED TO SEA
“ Anatomy of Captivity’’ (Fohn Laffin)

Political captivity, that which
Major Laffin writes about, is perhaps
the most detestable kind. The
reasons for it are often haphazard,
trivial, malicious, or connected with
the captive’s perfectly legitimate
conscience. Among the biggest
batches of political prisoners were
100,000 Russian soldiers who were
captured by the Finns, liberated
and then arrested by their own
countrymen as ‘“‘enemies of the
people.” Some were executed or
imprisoned.

Major Laffin estimates that the
world today has hundreds of thou-

sands of political prisoners. He takes
the uncomfortable view that the
climate in which political captivity
is possible could easily be produced
in those nations which consider
themselves bastions of freedom, and
sees increasing bureaucracy in Britain
and the United States as a trend
towards that climate.

The outline of political captivity,
which Major Laffin examines in
detail, is all too familiar—arrest in
the night, interrogations, tortures,
beatings, starvation, filth, degrada-
tion and “confessions.”

Along with case histories the
author writes of methods of survival
in captivity, work, time-filling,
religion, sex and consolation. He has
been accused in early reviews of
writing with relish of the horrors of
his subject. This is unfair—he does
no more than bring them into sharp
focus.

Most of his material is culled from
recent years but he has no more
astonishing story than that of
Lieutenant Philip Nolan of the
United States Army who was court-
martialled for treason in 1808. Asked
for evidence that he had always been
a loyal subject, he shouted=n a fit of
temper, “Damn the United States!
I wish I may never hear of the United
States again.”

He was solemnly sentenced “‘never
to hear the name of the United
States again.” For the rest of his life
he lived on warships, courteously
treated but with mention of his native
country forbidden in conversation
and cut from anything he read.
Voluntarily and gallantly he took
part in a battle between the USS
Constitution and a British warship,
and senior naval officers interceded
on his behalf in Washington, but
without success. His sentence had
run 55 years when he died, still at

sea,
Abelard-Schuman, 30s RLE

In Brief...

“Their Name Liveth” (Volume VI,
Part 2)

In 1954 the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission published the
first in a series of books illustrating
and describing war cemeteries and
memorials built and maintained by
the Commission.

This latest in the series is devoted
to cemeteries in Burma, Thailand,
the Pacific Islands, Australia, Singa-
pore and Japan, and contains details
and illustrations of 52 Common-
wealth cemeteries including those at
Kranji in Singapore, Thanbyuzayat
in Burma and many others in which
lie buried those who were killed in
the fighting against Japan and those
who died while building the notorious
railway from Thailand to Burma.

The illustrations are particularly
fine and do full justice to the beauti-
ful settings in which these immacu-
lately kept cemeteries are laid out.

Commonwealth War Graves Com-
mission, 32 Grosvenor Gardens, Lon-
don SW1, Ts 6d, plus postage.

Bellona Military Vehicle' Prints

Series Fifteen features the Ameri-
can medium tank M3 General Lee;
British Daimler armoured car Mk I;
American T82 105mm howitzer
motor carriage and the German
Panzerspachwagen 11 (2cm KwK38)
Luchs Sd Kfz 123.

The detailed descriptions are, as
usual, supported by photographs and
scale drawings and the ‘booklet is to
this series’ standard size, punched
for ring binder.

. The General Lee was introduced

in 1941; the Chrysler Corporation
produced 3243, at the rate of 50 a
week, by August 1942, and other
manufacturers built a further 1681.
The General Lee was supplied to
Britain under Lease-Lend, first
going to 4th Armoured Brigade of
7th Armoured Division in North
Africa—it was nicknamed ELH, an
abbreviation for “Egypt’s Last
Hope.” This tank is featured on the
front cover in a colour drawing by
George Bradford.

The “extra” back page of Series
Fifteen is devoted to Part II of
decorations worn between 1936 and
1945 by personnel of German
panzer, panzer grenadier and
armoured units,

Bellona  Publications, Badger’s
Mead, Hawthorn Hill, Bracknell,
Berks, 4s plus overseas postage; sub-
scription scheme and ring binder
available.
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IMCA MILITARY SALES BFG DEPT.
Att: A. Gauffriau Viersenerstr. 139

405 MONCHENGLADBACH - GERMANY

Please send information on models ticked
B e = St g S S S S A SR SR Y

| have posting orders to

[J 1000
Name
Address
on (date)

(8

By o o o m - ———
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For easy
car ownership

choose NAAFI

and enjoy
thesefadvantages

% ‘GO ANYWHERE' CAR HP. No snags when you are
posted. (Many companies insist that the car must stay
in the UK until the agreement is fully paid).

¥ UP TO 1219 DISCOUNT on the basic price of many
popular makes of British cars bought through Naafi from
a dealer in the UK.

% LOW HP CHARGES
*# FIRST-CLASS CAR INSURANCE

% DEPOSIT SAVING —a unigue scheme that will reduce
the HP cost of your car.

¥ TOURING CARAVANS

% PRIVATE SALE HP to help you sell your car to a Service man
(or to buy a car from a Service man) in UK or Germany

Naafi's Credit Manager will be pleased to send
you full details of the Naafi way to easy ear ownership.
Complete and post the enquiry form today.

To: CREDIT MANAGER, NAAFI HQ, LONDON SE11

1.1 am thinking of buying the following new car under the Naafi
scheme providing a substantial saving on the basic price

Make
Model"
Extras and accessories required__

2. Delivery date requested
3. Address for delivery

4, The car is for Home use
The car is for Export use in
(state country)
: : Delete
5. | wish to pay for the car by cash in full \ whichever &
| wish to use the Naafi Car HP Scheme | NOT required

| wish to trade-in my present car if possible
Make Year

6. (a) Rank

Name (Block Letters)

(b) Address for reply (Block Letters)

7. Date — =i

BAOR.?

If you are arriving soon,
-
or are here already,
and interested in a new:

Triumph (family models)
O/ 'mos £453

O V 1300 =507

OFF @ 2000 £844

or Peugeot: discount
prices all '69 models from
£595

LIST PRICES SLASHED

Then for details of
UK/Germ?ny delivery,
specifications,

Nato prices, HP, Partex
call, phone or write to
Peter Brennan-Dupleix
of

Walter Hagen & CoGmbH

I Importer—Sole Distributor I
415 Krefeld, Pestalozzistr,

I West Germany |

| Please send details of
o TRIUMPH o PEUGEOT |

Telephone Krefeld 28311

B



of 2nd Battalion, The Royal Green

Jackets, stationed at Miinster in
Germany resulted in a creditable
fourth place in the Prix Leclerc—the
NATO small arms competition.

Winners were 1st Chasseurs Ardennais
of the Belgian Army.

The competition, held this year at
Sennelager in Germany, began in 1951
with the aim of improving the standard of
marksmanship of NATO’s Allied Forces
Central Europe. Last year saw the end of
the old-style competition—firing on con-
ventional ranges. '

This year the emphasis was on shooting
immediately preceded by considerable
physical effort, as it is almost invariably
in war, with the aim of fostering a high
standard of modern infantry training. A

S IX months’ tough training by men

1400-metre cross-country run was followed
by a five-obstacle assault course and then,
without pause, by three shots—two offen-
sive and one defensive.

For the Green Jackets team the com-
petition had meant hours of practice on
rifle ranges interspersed with physical
training and gymnasium work. A month
before the Prix Leclerc the German Army
organised a friendly match at Hammelberg,
the Bundeswehr infantry school, for Ger-
man, French, American and British teams.
The Green Jackets came last.

One reason was unsuitable clothing—
the British combat kit compared un-
favourably with the lightweight fatigues
worn by other teams. So for Sennelager the
Green Jackets switched to denims.

Twenty generals were among the spec-
Yators who watched the British team

SBN 11 720 616 4

improve on its time at Hammelberg for
the cross-country and assault course but
still fail to get near the leaders. However,
excellent shooting enabled the team to
finish ahead of the three teams which had
beaten it a month before.

Result: 1 Belgium, 2 Holland, 3 Canada,
4 Britain, 5 Germany, 6 France, 7 USA,

\
The Prix Leclerc is named after a

famous World War Two French
soldier, Philippe Vicomte de Haute-
‘ clogue, commander of the Free

French armour that led the Allies into
Paris. He adopted the name Leclerc
to avoid reprisals against his wife
and family in Nazi-occupied France
after escaping to England to join
General de Gaulle. He was appointed
Genéral d’Armée in 1946 but died,
aged 45, in an air crash before he had
the opportunity to take up, his com-
mand. In 1952 the French Govern-
ment appointed him posthumously
a Marshal of France.

Top: At Hammelberg the Green Jackets try tech-
niques that won them fourth position in the Prix
Leclerc and (left) Maj-Gen V F Erskine Crum,
GOC 4 Div, gives them a team award at Sennelager.

Back Cover

Hammelberg, Germany—the British Prix Leclere
team warms up for the competition in a friendly
match organised by the German Army a month
before. The team—from 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Green Jackets—comprised 30 riflemen led
by Captain Damer Colville and trained by a small
arms instructor from Headquarters Rhine Army
and the battalion’s physical training sergeant.
During training the team was taken to Hythe in
Kent for a shooting match against the Small
Arms School and acquitted itself well.
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