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This summer Volvo Tourist and Diplomat Sales are giving unbeatable offers 
on the Volvo range. With immediate effed we are reducing the cost of OUT SE and CD option 

packs for orders placed up until the 4th October 1997. 
Don’t miss out on this superb offez contact OUT hotline number below. 

0 $500 PRICE REDUCTION ON THE SE OPTION PACK 

0 E650 PRICE REDUCTION ON THE CD OPTION PACK 
This offer is valid for 120 days lrom the date your ear is ordered. Offer ends 4th Octaher 1997. 
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i6 Sport 

‘A phenomenal C-in-C’ 
nean:’ 

A statement from The 
Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment headquarters at 
Canterbury said: “The reg- 
lment was deeply shocked 
to hear the news of her 

TWO regiments closely involved with Diana, 
Princess of Wales have spoken of their distress 
at her death in a road traffic accident in Paris on 
August 31. 

Although she severed 
her formal ties as head of 
The Light Dragoons and 
The Princess of Wales’s 
Royal Regiment on her 
divorce in 1996, her con- 
tinued pride and genuine 
affection for them was 
well known. 

Statements from both 
regiments to Soldler as 
this issue went to press 
reflected the admiration in 
which Princess Diana 
contlnued to be held. 

A message from their 
base at Hohne in Germany 
said “All ranks of The 
Light Dragoons are enor- 1 many activlties.” 
mously shocked and sad- The Prlncess of Wales’s 
dened by yesterday’s concern for British Ser- 

vicemen and women was events. Diana, Princess of 
polgnantly conveyed in a Wales was a phenomenal 
message she sent to So/- Colonel-in-Chief who con- 

tributed much over the juiy 1992: An exclusive Soldier photo- dier during the Gulf War. 
Seven years she held the graph of the Princess taken at a garden In it she told them they 
appointment. party following the farewell parade of The were constantly in her 

“She gave her time gen- Royal Hampshire Regiment In Winchester thoughts and prayers. 
erously and dlsplayed a It was announced that 
keen interest In the activities of both 13tWlSth the funeral would take place at Westminster 
Royal Hussars and more latterly The Llght Dra- Abbey on Saturday, September 6, and the burlal 
aoons. The realment extends its deewst svm- on thefamllyestate, Althorp, Northamptonshlre. 

pathy to her family, and though she relin- 
quished her appointment as Colonel-in-Chief in 
1996 she will long hold a place in the regiment’s . . . .  

G A 

death. 
“Although she resigned 

as Colonel-In-Chief in 1996, 
it was an honour and a 
privilege to have her as 
head of the regimental I family for tour years from 

“She was always extra- 
ordinarily supportive during 1 tooka our formative great interest years in and our 

1992tO1996. 

TLaining not 
going soft, 
“ARMY recruits will not be mollycoddled,” said Armed Forces Minis- 
ter Dr John Reid at the launch of the new Army Training and Recruit- 
ment Agency (ATRA) at Pirbright, Surrey on August 27. 

ATRA’s motto, “Build - cater for different capabilities, her to pass the recruit course 
don’t break, train - don’t sexes, fitness standards and first time.” 
select”, was reinforced by new ages. “This approach is to be The agency was formed on 
recruits tackling command modernisation, not mollycod- July 1 when the Army Individ- 
tasks and soldiers in their final dling. It is not about turning ual Training Organisation 
week of training firing their sergeants into social workers,” (AlTO) incorporated the 
SA80 rifles on the range. he added. Directorate of Army Recruit- 

Dr Reid also rejected some ing (DAR). As part of the drive to find 
ATRA has 18 operating divi- 5,000 soldiers for the Army, “ill-informed comment” that 

the period of pre-training will the changes were in any way a sions which command 123 
increase in an attempt to min- soft option. recruiting oEces and 44 
imise drop-ours. Brig Andrew Cumming, schools based in 164 different 

“These drop-out rates have Commander Initial Training locations It employs across 6,270 the country. military 
been caused not by the Group, said “Recruits will be 
recruits’ failure but by ours:’ better motivated and better personnel and 4,780 civilians, 
saidthe ArmedForces Minister. trained. The aim is to prepare making it one of the largest 

The old ten-week course has the recruit physically and psy- executive agencies within the 
been extended to 1 1-weeks to chologically to enable him or Ministry of Defence. 
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nd Save! 
Save Money as every model in the Natocars' range has a substantial 
discount. Save money because Natocars pass on all manufacturers' special offers in 
full - and dream up a few of our own! Save money by getting the best price for your 
part exchange. Save money with Natocars' competitive finance plans, offering free 
protection insurance. Save money on car insurance as we shop around for you, give 
an introductory discount and fight the fight when it comes to claiming. km money 
by talking about your needs using our FREEPffONElines or CALL-BACKfacilii. 

Save Time having to go from dealer to dealer, bacausa Natocars offer 
over 1,000 models from eleven manufacturers. Save time by shopping from your 
armchair using our free comprehensive Car Buying Guide and all the car brochures you 
need. Save time by getting an immediate response to all your needs from your 
personal sales contact. Save time by choosing Natocars' direct factoly supply 
facility, offering a wide choice of stock for urgent orders or customer car build priority 
scheme. Save time with our same day finance quote and clearance servics. 

Save Hassle because Natocars will son out any problems, not YOU! 
Save hassle by letting us do all the fact finding, paperwork, progress chasing and 
communicating. Save hassle by keeping your part exchange car right up to delivery 
of your new one. Save hassle by having your car delivered to you - anywhere in the 
world! Save hassle with Natocars' after sales support whenever you need it. 

Save, relax, enjoy! 
~ 

Freephone from: Germany 01 3085 9806. Holland 06022 9806. Belgium 0800 14310. Cyprus 0809 1058 
Telephone from other areas 01278 455555 or fax 01278 450396. gpQ$ 
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: I Addnss: 

CarDeposit a# : 
Savings Plan 

Tax Paid Cars 0 PaR Exchange 0 Car Insurance 0' 
Anticipated delivery date 
Fw u8e in (Country): exm ' TeLwork 

I I am home: interested in: Make I Model Fw: KNATOCARS 
NATOCARS LTDaWYLDS RDaBRIDOWATER 

SOMERSET~TA64DG*Tcl:0127S455555.Fan:01278450396 : ............................................................................... 

I 
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I '  

. ,I m 0 0 II4e!! off to a flying start  
THE DUST was m my eyes, my nose, my gnp on the dusy nack one better and show 

those of you who dare to mouth, euerywhere. The rempmarure outlide 
was in the high SOS, just a few degrees cooler rally how to start. 
than inside my double-lapred, N o m a  fire- new monthly Soldrer, we Your new Soldier, dated 
reswant ranngsuit. Breathing m k  on a nm, October and out towards 
eager drmmwn . . . the end of September, 

A huge rut suddmly appeared on the rack series, the bone-jarring will also take you inside 
in front of us. No time fo shout a warnwig. Hitler's underground missile base, show 
WXAM . . , the Land Rower was airborne. you around a famous military town in pic- 

The poored a c c h w r  m& the engine m e s  - and bring you the first in a series of 
scwam as the wheels dmperatelysea*ehedfora big-namk interviews. Don't miss it! 

beneath UI. . . . 
In our next issue, the first 

bring you, in the first of our 
exciting "Who dares . . .)' 
experience of a white-knuckle ride with 
the British Army rally team. 

In this sport they say that if you want to 
h s h  first, first you have to finish. We go 

r T i  r d  i 
PATHFINDER Platoon, 5 
Airborne Brigadeb 40-smng 
advanced recce force, is look- 
ing for high-calibre volunteers. 
The Aldershot-based pla- 

tmn, which conducts its oper- 
ations ahead of any main 
airborne assault, specialises in 
air insertions and resupply 
using parachute techniques 
which include High Altitude 
Low Opening (HALO) and 
High Altitude High Opening 
( M O ) .  

Now the elite Pathiinders, 
who were formally added to 
the order of battle on April 1 
this year after existing as a 
"phantom" unit for many 
years, are looking for volun- 
teers to take part in selection g 
cadres. 

Specialist skills required for 
the Pathfinder role include 
combat and jungle survival, 
mobility and mountain war- 
fare, demolitions and route- e 
dernal, abseiling and helicopter $ 
'fast-roninu". 

i 
i 

Sele&on entails a demand- 
mg five-week course, held 
m c e  a year in February and 
October, open to officers and 
soldiers alike. 

Volunteers are drawn from 
across the Army and do not 
need to be qualified as military 

Hussars live 
ELEMENTS of 6 Czech 
Mechanised Battalion joined 
the King's Royal Hussars 
battle group at Glamoc ranges 
in central Bosnia for the first 
Anglo-Czech live-firing exer- 
cise since NATO's newest 
memher nation was admitted. 

Pathflnders make a linked exlt at 20,OWft. They breathe oxygen, carry 
00360 'chutem, 1301b Bergens and a range of speclsllat weapons 
parachutists to attend. The Dates of the next three 
cadre is very competitive but courscs are Ocr 5-Nov 7; Feb 
offers unique rewards, includ- 8-Mar 13, 1998; and Oct 4- 
ing an excellent grounding for Nov 6, 1998. Details are avail- 
those with aspirations to serve able from CSh4 J Raeper on 
with Special Forces. Aldershot Mil (722) 4419. 

-fire with Czech battalion 
Firing alongside British ed during Bosnia's civil wars. 

Challenger tanks and Czech A company of 1 19 Gurkha 
BMPs were Dutch and Cana- soldier8 from the 1st Battalion, 
dian ground forces, and US The Royal Gurkha Rifles flew 
AH-64 Apache helicopters. to Bosnia at the end of August 
The KRH provides armour to to boost SFOR during the Nn- 
the British-led Multi-National up to mmcipal elections. 
Division in areas hotly contest- 0 Czechs in Wales - Page 9 

-. -.. ..--.. 1 bridge gap 
BOSNIA-based elements of 
21 Englneer Regiment held a 
f iwday muitl-national brldg- 
Ing c o u m  lnvolvlng sappers 
from Romanla, FranoB, Hun- 
gary and Ceneda. 

Elghteen very heavllpUsed 
loglstlc Mabey and Johnaon 
brldges (MJBS) have been 
erected in Bosnla. cmatlng a 
nsed for construction, meln- 
tenance throughout and the lnapectlon country. teams The 

course, et Split North Port, 
was run by WO2 (SSM) Tiny 

~~~~~~~ 
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Sheila Little 2352 Accounts I Distrlbutlon Andy Clarkson 2353 Fax 2358 
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ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION 
REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 238197 

1 
I Plastic CHRISTMAS 

GIFT 
SUGGESTIONS 

armour! 
What next? 
MILITARY traditionalists reeling 
from the prospect of synthetic 
bearskins for the Guards now 
face a new threat: plastic breast- 
plates for the Household Caval- 
ry - Daily Telegraph 

P Talks on reuniting Cyprus 
broke down after the Turkish 
Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, 
accused his Greek Cypriot 
adversary and the European 
Union of ignoring the rights of 
his minority community - Finan- 
cial Times 

0 Russia's air force chief 
warned that plans to lay on 
nearly 200,000 of his onicers 
and men could spark ''Social 
upheavals" unless the govern- 
ment povided sufficient com- 
pensation. - Financial Times 

P A retired general, Gen 
Walter Walker (84) has advised 
Gulf Warveterans sufferingfrom 
illnesses to follow his example 
and sue the Government for 
negligence. - Times 

P Sick Gulf veterans are 
cause increasingly of their concerned illness may that the be 

related to a substance used in 
experimental inoculations 
against HIV. - Independent 

0 A new parachute for use a1 
heights below 200R could trans- 
form SAS operations behind 
enemy lines. Men from the Air- 
borne Forces Parachute Trials 
Team will test the design near 
Toulouse in France. - Dailj 
Telegraph 

Bosnia chat: Sgt Yoz Hughes (left) from 79 (Klrkee) 
Commando Battery, Royal Artillery, exchanges 
pleasantries with International Police Task Force 
(IPTF) members Tom Walczac from Poland and 

Doug Hawki m the USA. British soldiers from 
the battery were rasked to create a secure envlron- 
ment for the IPTF, whlch was overseeing the 
restructuring of the civlllan police force in Bosnla. 
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Drugs: 
0.62 per 
cent test 
positive 
THE 19 soldiers of the  2nd 
Battalion, The Royal Anglian 
Regiment dismissed the  Army 
after failing drugs tests bring to 
332 the number who have 
tested positive so far t h i s  year. 

More than 50,000 random 
tests have been carried out 
since January 1 under the  
Army's worldwide programme 
of compulsory drug testing 
(CDT). T h e  failure rate i s  0.62 
per cent o f  those who provided 
urine samples. 

T h e  tests on 2 R Anglian, 
based at Warminster, Wiltshire, 
were carried out in June. Two 
of those who failed are appeal- 
ing against dismissal. 

A spokesman said "Every 
unit in the Army i s  subject to 
random drug testing. Notices 
are put up without warning 
and nobody i s  allowed off base. 
Two samples are taken and, if 
one proves positive and the  
person appeals, the other is 
tested indeoendentlv outside 

Maj Gen Jonathan Hall, GOC 
Scotland, meets Jamie Chrlstie 
(12) while opening a new out- 
door centre run by the Army 
Youth Team for the benefit of 
young people across Scotland. 

The centre, at Castlelaw 
Farm, near Penlcuik, gives 
teenagers the chance to be 
taught new skills by Army 
adventurous tralnlng instruc- 
tors durlng their week's Stay. 
They wlll have the opportunity 
to take part in orienteering, 
climbing, abselllng, canoeing 

and hlllwalking, as well as team- 
buildlng and inltiative tasks. 

0 Plans for a new inltlatlve to 
attract school leavers at 16 Into 
a career In the Infantry were 
announced at Edinburgh Castle 
by Armed Forces Minister Dr 
John Reid. 

The Scottish School Leavers' 
Course wlll last for 28 weeks 
and offer youngsters a chance 
to gain qualifications In core 
skills and Information technolo- 
gy leading to vocational qualili- 
cations. 
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WITH RIBBON 
AND INSERT 

If collected 65p. If posted 70p 
We have a s m N  sclecrion ofprevious 
years' cards fhaf con bepurchased 

@ 15p eachplusposfnge. 

Quote Refi Sol 97 Manchester 
duo in Texas 
SSGT Roy Bowker and Sgt 
Rob Howell from 75 Engineer 
Regiment 0 spent two weeks 
with the U S  National Guard 
under a UK-US senior N C O  
exchange programme. T h e  two 
soldiers, based in Manchester, 
were stationed with the  
National Guard's 386 Engineer 
Battalion at Fort Hood, Texas. 

7 

C-in-C visits German HQ Orders with remittances to: 
ARTILLERY HOUSE, 

Maj Gen Mike Willcocks, 
Assistant Chief of the General 
Staff, also visited the head- 
quarters, which commands 90 
per cent o f  the  225,000-strong 
German Army. 

H e  was accompanied by 
defence attache Brig Brian 
Isbel l  and the  new liaison offi- 
cer, Col Tony Domeisen. 

Front Parade, 
Royal Artillery Bmacks, 

Woolwich, 
London SE18 4BH. 

Tel: 0181-781 3022 

F a :  0181-781 3706 
0181-3174577 ext 213 

GEN Sir Michael Walker, C- 
in-C Land Command, me t  h i s  
opposite number in the 
German Army, Lt G e n  Dr 
K laus  Rheinhardt, during a 
v i s i t  to Koblenz. Gen Walker 
was briefed on the  Germany 
Army's crisis reaction force, 
Special Forces and plans for a 
new attack helicopter. 

the forces." 
In addition to the UK, Army 

C D T  teams have tested units 
on exercise and operations a l l  
around the world. 
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Our Representative will call at your 

request. Ring (01727) 841 321 - 
Fox (01 727) 831 462 or write for details to: 

220 Hatfield Rwd, St Albans, Heris Al l  4LW 
I 
I 
I Name .......................................................... 
I Address  ................................ 

.............. Tel ...................... 

I Please Slate your parlicular requirements below: 

L ............................................................................. ---- - - -- - ----__ 

I’ By donating €10 to 
Airborne Forces Charities 

we will show our 
preciation and give 
you a free print. 

c* 

Choose befween: 
The PARA’S are landing 

by he late Terence Cuneo OBE 
or 

Hamminkeln Airfield 
March 1945 

by John F Sellers 
Donations received before October 31 

will also receive the 
Airborne Forces Discount Voucher Booklet 

For your free pr int  p lease send your donation, 
specifying your choice of pr int  to: 

Airborne Forces Charities 
Browning Barracks 

Aldershot 
Hants G u l l  2BU 

Six words, brought together by 
two more - Hyundai and Natocars. 
From the versatile, economical Accent. via the 
stylish Lantra and exciting Coupe. to the generously 
equipped and luxurious Sonata - Hyundai have a 
range of cars to suit all tastes and needs 

And we, at Natocars, are the experts when it 
comes to supply. 

We’ll ensure you get the best possible deal on your 
new Hyundai, the best part exchange, finance and 

ALL YOU WANT IS EVERYTHIMO I 

8 

Clsching out Exerclse Eastern Harrler: 
Capt Frank Bajurca (foreground) of the 
31st Mechanised Bsttalion ofthe 
Czech Army In Sennybrldge. During 
thelr attachment, the Czechs wore the 
nd and white hackle of the Fuslllen 

Fusiliers host Czechs 
in huae TA exercise 

EASTERN Harrier, staged on the Army’s 
training area m Sennybridge, Wales, during 
the first two weeks of August, was the 
largest Territorial Army exercise to be held 
for many years. But the 3,000 soldiers of 2 
Division who took part are likely to remem- 
ber the annual camp for more than its 
impressive scale. 

It was the participation of new parmers 
from the old Eastern bloc that made East- 
ern Harrier truly unique. For the first time 
since their country’s admission to NATO 
in July, soldiers from the Czech Republic 
joined their British counterparts in the sim- 
ulated battles that ranged across the hills 
and forests of central Wales. 

With the famous red-and-white hackles 
of their host unit, 6th (Northumberland) 
Battalion, The Royal Regiment of 
Fusiliers, sprouting from unfamiliar uni- 
forms, the visiting company of Czechs pre- 
sented a curious sight to the Terriers. 

But the parmership appeared to work 
well. Britons and Czechs, working closely 
with interpreters, were deployed in RAF 
Chinook helicopters, camped in “bashers” 

! ’ 

and practised live firing of per- 
sonal weapons, mortars and 
Milan anti-tank missiles. The 
climax was a full battalion live 
attack, which although a new 
experience for most of the sol- 
diers, was accomplished success- 
fully. 

The exercise, which ranged 
through the woodlands, ranges 
and even the villages near Senny- 
bndge, coincided with the 
extremes of weather that have 
characterised the summer. First 
the soldiers cursed the rains that 
drenched their camp for days on 
end, and then as the weather 
swung to the other extreme, they 
longed for a refreshmg shower to 
relieve soaring temperatwes. I .  

It was extreme weather that put 
the men and women under real asssun RRF, airborne during an 
pressure and undoubtedly added 
value to the exercise. CSgr k n n y  Barrass, 
a Regular instructor attached to the 
Fusiliers at Berwick and Alnwick, observed 

- .  
John Oraham* challenging and internation- 

The Fusiliers hope to 
deploy a platoon to the 

desert-like condnions on Ascension Island, 
and a company to exercise with the regi- 
ment’s new-found Czech mates. 

that he had thought the sol- 
diers might “bin it.” But his 
concerns were unfounded. 
“They stuck at it, showed a 
lot of guts and determination, 
and put a lot into it,” he said. 

The exercise, with its 
ambitious scale and foreign 
parmersbip, provoked much 
interest. Visitors included Lt 
Gen Sir Hew Pike, Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief Land 
Command and Inspector 
General of the Territorial 
Army, and, from Prague, 
Gen Lt Jura, Commander of 
the Czech Army’s 1st Corps. 

Next year’s exercises are 
already being planned, and 
thev Dromise to be eauallv 
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HOSE who opposed the sale of 
;mice married quarters in the 
Jnifed Kingdom have been t y n g  
3 stop themselves chorusing "we 
dd you so" over reports from the 
tational Audit Officethat the MOD 
zst millions of pounds on the 
1881. Before they get too carried 
iwaya may I introduce a note of 
alm? 

lverseas have been very worried 
b u t  the situation. 
incouraged by those 
vho c lah tospeakon 
ieir behalf, they have 
ome to believe that 
then they return to 
?e UK they will be 
vlng among cinlians, 
snding for them- 
alves away from the 
~rotecbve cover of the 
named quarters 
patch". 

v m  the hype, the 
lumbers game and the hidden 
genda. Anyone who read the 
IeU Review and who has reflect- 

sorry saga of the pregnant Ser- 
vica women should have taught 
everyonethe lesson that the MOD 
Is not above the law . . . and a very 
expenslve lesson it was too. 

Among the Issues which musl 
be addressed are those of per- 

Soldiers and their families homosexuai men and women. On 
the former, the MOD is to be oon- 

gratulated on its ink 
natives. It has to be 
mwe than a cosmet- 
ic exerclse and I'm 
sure itwll be. 

paraded at press 
conferences nor had 
she been manipulat- 

ed into positive comments. She 
had simply had an enjoyable time, 
quietly setting on with her work 

Lers step beck 

A young Muslim 
SeMcawoman told 
me that she had had 
a happy hme in th@ 
Army and was proud 
to wear her uniform. 
She had not been 

Id on the worid as d will be in, say, 
5 years time, has come to face 
?e facts of life. We may have to 
kai with an army which is more 
IK-based and more used to deel- 
i g  vvlth humanitarian rather than 
~ert ly militanstlc situatlons. 

To do so we need to get used to 
?ore flexibility and greater atten- 
on to the area known, rather bor- 
igly, as welfare. No young p e m  
All want to join, or stay in, an 
~rmy which puts their family into 
In inconvenientiy iocated, poorly 
iaintained house because thars 
here MOs have always been. 
If, for example, there has to be 

n influx of families into a particu- 
oareaofthe UKwherethereare 
10 quarters, it makes sense to be 
$le to lind a block of houses or 
ats which can be taken on with- 
Nut delay. It Mwld be unrealisUcto 

families to llve miles away 
Ist because thars where the 
doD happens to own h o w .  

There are other areas where it 
i no longer good enough to hide 
ehind the mantra of "we've 
lways done it this war. The 

thus far. Long may t continue. 
On the latter issue, there is 

much to be done. The law is rapid- 
ly monng closer to the grasp 01 
individuals and the time is fa# 
approaching when itwill no longer 
be good enough to say we don't 
admit homosexual people 
because we never have. 

Flexibility is the hey to the 
fulure. Young people are creating 
a world where the rule IS "adapt to 
survive" and the law is encourag- 
ing them. Unless policy makers 
and those who claim to advise 
them take this on board, the MOD 
and the lax-paying public will find 
themselves on the wrong side of a 
big legal bill, again. 

Also, potential recruits will stay 
away and disaffected new recruits 
will leave when their time is up. 
Tradthon is a valuable asset, but 
only where it enhances itfa rather 
than diminishes it. 

0 Carl RobeRs presents 
Counteqmlni on BFBS radlo. 

786; or do Soldier. 
Wrlte to her at BFBS, BFPO 

PLDIER readers may claim a 
! dlscwnt on tlcketa for the sion rlwrare: 
rmln ham SM and Snow- 
#ard !!how at the NEC on 
%ober17-19andthe M / y  SatlSun lOm9pm). 

"' #ard Show with Snow- 
Rrubiahl Shogun (Olympla, * PI-Nov 9). 
The discount Is avallable for 

those who book tlckete In 
advance on the ski shows hot- 
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the code MSO. Normal admis- 

NE%: Adults f7, chlldmn 
f3.50 (Open RI noon-9.Mpm; 

Olympia: d l y ,  
Adults €6, chlldren 

€3; weekend, adults €9, chlldren 
f4.50 (Open Mon-Frl noon- 
940pm; Sat-Sun 10am-7pm; 
oct 31 noon-7pm; Nov9 loam- 
6pm. 
( A 7 4 p n d p m * U t . e l * r o . d p ~ ,  line - 01 21 767 4433 -quoting 

Sixty years old a 
BRITAIN'S largest active volun- mobile canteens, set up enquiry 
tear organisation, the Women's points after air raids, and distrib- 
Royal Voluntary Service, cele- uted clothing. 
brates 118 diamond jubilee next Services Welfare came into 
year, writes MarkSmlth. existence following Dunkirk when 

Curiously, about 15 per cent of 337,000 troops had to be fed and 
the 120,WO-plus strong WRVS housedat short notice These ser- 
are men. vices developed into the canteens 

It all Started in 1938 when the that s u ~ v e d  until the end of the 
Dowager Marchioness of Read- war. 
ing wae asked by the Home Sec- Among the many hundred 
retary to form an organisahon to lobs they took on was to prov 
help local authorities with the an eyewash service for despatch 
recruitment of women Mers at Whitchurch. in 
forthe Air Raid Precau- WRVS October 1943 the WVS 
tions Sernce, initially expanded its Services 
known as the Women's welfare programme into 
Voluntary Service for jubilee combat areas, selhng 
Air Raid Precautions. up at Naafi centres in 

ltaiy and later France, Germany 
and the Low Countries. 

In between feeding thousands 
ofsquaddles,WVSmembers knit- 
ted many thousands of s& and 
cap comforters for the tmps. 

A great bwst to the morale of 
returning PoWs was the speed 
w'h which WVS women stitched 

At home they looked after medal ribbons and unit flashes to 

On the outbreak of the Second 

end of rt. Rumour has it that the 
reason for the green uniform was 
due to the late fmation of WVS. 
St John had black, the Land Army 
brown, ATS khaki and the Red 
C m  blue. 

refugees and evacuees, ran theirbattledress. 

A roll of honour in Westminster 
Abbey contains 241 names of 
those kiUed during the Second 
World War. 

In 1966 Royal was added to the 
title and the organisation has been 
known as the WRVS ever since. 

Today its emergency and Ser- 
vices welfare branches are best 
known to the Army. The latter, the 
smallest of its services, is respon- 
sible for the welfare of young soi- 
diers. 

At moment there are 70 women 
at locations in the Falklands, 
CYPNS, Nolthern Ireland. Ger- 
many and the UK. 

Their role is to provlde support 
forthe well-being of junior ranks by 
letting them talk in confidence 
about any problems and, wkh the 
soldier's permission, refening 
them to someone in their company 
of another outside agenoy 

Ciubrwms run by WRVS are 
stocked with N, video, games, 
books and newspapers. and pro- 
vide a place to relax. 

In Northern Ireland, WRVS per- 
sonnel are attached to resident 

Backstothewall: WRVSpmvidecuppasforSlceparsonnel Involved lnthe Lord Mayorof London'sSha 
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isolated locations, deiNering before the start of the tour. Pleasant in the Falklands. TM 
books. magazines and anything Anyone who wants to find out members, Allison Roden-Mey 
else requested by the soldiers. more about WRVS may call 01235 and Pauline Baldwin, are SeMr 

there on twoyear postings. 442954. AII staff now attend courses in 

First World War veterans Robble Burns of the Cameron Highlanders (la) ani?tormer rapper Frank Parsons, Ran 
by Laun Gilas and Vlrglnla Melvllle of SSAFA ~01c.s Holp, were sponsored t otaka part In a record-brwWng ma i  
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Robble s regularly viSite0 Oy 
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. . . and opens new 
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Dunng what was a big day for 
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Inspiring 

Giff ord 
House 

story of 

SOME readers may not have 
heard of the Queen Alexandra 
Hospital Home but many exder- 
vicemen have been grateful for its 
existence over almost 80 years 

It was founded in Roehampton 
in 1919,thankstothevisionof 
Gladys Marchioness of Ripon, to 
care for permanently disabled 
casualties of the First World War. 

Members of the royal family 
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marked by patients'courageand 
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therapy and occupational therapy. 
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remained unchanged, if perhaps 
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David Famnt, has wntten The 
Queen Alexandra Hospital Home: 
A H i S t o ~  It IS pubitshed in hard- 
back at f14.95 by Phillimore and 
CO Ltd, Shopwyke Manor Sam 
Chichester, West Sussex PO20 
6BG (tel: 01243 787636). 
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SNCOs complete Made to Measure READIER 
OFF6R Monmouthshire sappers MESS KIT 

Excellent quality at a competitive price. 
Contact our Head Office for a quotation. 

kANDINAVI AN 
L SEAWAYS 

HNLF TERM GEHWAY 
Sail away for up to 25% less Between 

,er and 30th November I997 
Want something a bit different for 
your holiday this year? We have 
teamed up with Scandinavian 
Seaways to offer readers an 1 unbeatable discount 

75% PASSENGER FARES FROM HARWICH or 
NEWCASTLE TO DENMARK, 

HOLLAND, SWEDEN OR GERMANY. 
This is a splendid deal with 25% off, no matter HOW you travel -you 
can take the whole family off for an unfoqettable weekend break or for 
the haii term holiday to a choice of the finest countries in Northern 
Europe. 
Children under 16 ray half the discounted rate and under 4s travel 

Tel: 01132 880 880 
Fax: 01 132 880 864 

Vernon Rees & Goodalls Ltd,  
M i l i t a r y ,  Civ i l  & L i v e r y  Tailors,  

40 Commercial Street, Rothwell, Leeds, LS26 OAW. -------- r Have you been captured by 1 
I SOLI R? I m 

"GO TO Germany and build an engineers' 
training area in two weeks. Oh, and if you 
find time, have some fun." 

That (more or less) was the order that 
went out to the Territorial Army's senior 
regiment, the Royal Monmouthshire Royal 
Engineers (Militia), in July, and it was a 
challenge that the part-timers took up with 
gusto. 

More than 270 of the sappers, most of 
whom were from the South Wales home of 
the regiment, but including detachments 
from the West Midlands, Bristol, and even 
the regiment's twinned ship, HMS Mon- 
mouth, crossed the North Sea and drove to 

SOLDIER'S snaps are a snip. 
t you have been captured on camera by one 1 

of SOLDllR magazine's photographers 
then why not buy a top quality reprint? 

7"x 5". . . €5.60 8" x 6". . . €7.50 

12' x 8". . . E1Z.W 
Digital Prints (up to A4 size). . . €7.00 

I 
I 
I Other sbes available on quest .  (All prices are inclusive of VATnnd p b p . )  

AU mquiried p l r m  to 
The Photographic Department, SOLDIER. Ordnance Road, 

Aldershot, Hants G u l l  2DU. Tel: 01252 347357 

I 

. .  
absolutely FREE1 (% not requiring a 
separate berth). 
Whichever route you choose you'il be 
travelling in comfort and style on board 
one of Scandinavian Seaways' relaxing 
TmvelLinen to help you ease into t h e  
holiday mood. You will have your own 

cabin with private facilities and can enjoy all the amenities on 
board including restaurano. bars, discos. live entertainment and on 
some ships you can find casinos, cinemas and saunas. 
On board there is something for all the family with a children's play area 
and Pirates club and duty free shopping for the grown ups. 
Meals on board are a delight with a choice of an 'a la cane' restaurant 
or the famous Smorgasbord -a buffet with an array of cradrional hot 
and cold dishes from Scandinavia where you can eat as much as you like 
(for around f14 per head) - a savour not to be missed. For those on a 
budget there's a cafeteria. with a range of favourite dishes from around 
€5. 
Terms & Conditions 
Scandinavian Seaways will allow readers to travel at a 25% discount on 
all passenger fares from Harwich to Hamburg, Gbjerg & Gothenberg 
and from Newcastle to Amsterdam (Ijmuiden). Single and Commodore 
cabins excluded from this offer. 

c Sennelager in Germany. 
Work started almost 

immediately on the 
massive Paining com- 
plex, where engineers 
and their associated 
armoured units will 
soon be able to exercise 
logistic skills, bridge- 
building and heavy 
plant operations. 

First priority was the 
building of 1,200m of 
crushed aggregate road 
and several heavily- 
reinforced concrete 
parking and manoeu- 
vring areas. Gullies 
were also to be excavat- 

I 

I 
- 
i 

-n schedule meant 
that there was time 
for the fun that 
should be an impor- 
tant ingredient of any 
TA annual camp. 

There were barbe- 
cues in the evenings, 
memorable excur- 
sions to Dortmund, 
Hannover and the 
Rhur Dams, and 
enough sports to tirr 
the most energetic 
saooer. 

Up to their ankles In It Spr Wcky Hornfray 
and Spr Jocelyn Lewls spread concrete 

_ _  
The high point 

ed and given reinforced 
bases for the engineers' 
bridging If Exercise equipment. Militia the site levels SUnreYor ol the =gt concrete brldglng polnts (literally) for seven of 

the hg was 
E 

I To beat any genuine quote on printed or embroidered garments 
Meister was to result m important infra- parachute mining and their first drop. 
structural work for the Army, the TA sap- Others were happy to  keep their feet on the 
pers were also to gain a lot from it, Some fairways of the local golf club, the loan of a 
had to learn new skills in reinforced con- few artisans to tidy up the clubhouse 
crere-laying and the consuuction of earth having resulted in a warm welcome for the 
structures. And all had to learn (or at least regiment's golfers. 
remind themselves 00 the virtues of The sporting climax came when the s a p  
patience and making-do. pers took over Sennelager stadium for a 

There were some frustrated sappers at regimental athletics meeting. At the end of 
Sennelager when it was realised that insuf- a hotly-contested day of running, throwmg 
ficient tipper uucks had been provided to  and jumping, 225 Field Squadron (M) 
move the concrete, aggregate and excavat- emerged as overall winners. 
ed earth. The lorries did eventually nun The day ended with a drumhead service 
up, but not before the sappers had put m and an enthusiastic rendition of Cemn 
some very long nights oflabour in order to Rhondda. It was a fiIting climax for an 
keep the project on schedule. But keeping essentially very Welsh exercise. 

Where to stay 
Accommodation Is not tied CO this promotion but if required 
Scandinavian Seaways travel services staff will be able to help you with 
accommodation requiremeno 
CSMA 
Our reservations oftlce is open 7 days a week and you can book using 
al l  major credit cards. Full payment and special reference code is 
required at the time of booking. 

All booklngs are subject to availability and cannot be used 
in conjunction with any other offer or discount published In 
Scandinavian Saawaya brochure or elsewhere, and 1s only 

applicable on new bookings. 
Phone Direct on 0990 333 000 and quota code: SMZ5 

DON9T DELAYBOOK TODAY 

Tek TYNESlDE (0191) 229 0226 
Fax TYNESIDE (0191) 229 0255 

Rit@fCndnCsrdr 
mmacfcpta 

Brave ( a m :  Spr Danlelle Mlllner and Lce 
Cpi Paullne Wllllarns ready for their first 
jump at the Rhine Army Parachute Cantre 
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* Delivery where you want it, 

shipping m g e d  
Widespread &er d e s  network 

;CE UK HOTLINE 

f it 's  Rover ... it's SCE 

r E R N A T i O N A l  0 1 3 6 7 2 4 12 2 5 
\UPI'lY 

e c z o l ~ ~ t  (We' l l  c a l l  r i g k f  b a r k )  

2E Ltd. FREEPOST, Faringdon Oxon SN7 5BR UK 

__ ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ._-. . . . . . . . . . 

FALKLAND ISLANDS 
DEFENCE FORCE 

PERMANENT STAFF ADMINISTRATION OFFICER 
Are you an enthusiastic, self-motivated and flexible individual with 

management and administrative experience in Her Majesty's Forces or a 
Territorial Army Unit? 

If so, the Falkland Islands Defence Force has the job for you. As Pennanefi 
StaBAdministrative Officer you will have an interesting and wide-rangin, 
mle which will include undertaking or assisting with administratior 
fmancial control. and budgeting, pmcurement and stores control. planning 
training relevant to an Infantry Company, personal communication skill 
and range management. You must hold a valid driving licence and an HGl 
licence would be an advantage. 
Appointment is initially for a period of two years, with an attractive salw 
rangmgfmmf16,812u,f25.212perannumandaterminalgratuityof2591 
Other benefits include relocation grant, favourable tax rates and allowances 
mid-tour passages and comfortable family accommodation. 
Do Mt miss the opportunity to live. and work in one of the world's fen 

unspi%pbces whew w i w e  oboumds and quaw of @e maner$. 
For an application pack please contact: 

Falkland hlands Government 
Falkland House 14 Broadway 
Westminster London SWlH OBH. 
Tel: 0171 222 2542 
Fan: 0171 222 2375 

Completed application forms and CVs should be sent in confidence to Juli; 
Thain. Recruitment Officer, at the above address. 

Closing dale for applications: Oclober 31 1997 

m 
THERE have been wide grins 
on the faces of a select few 
Royal Military Police motor- 
cyclists since they took deliv- 
ery of the  new Honda  
ST1100 police motor cycles. 
The high-performance bikes, 
with their whopping 1,lOOcc 
engines and full-farings, are 
giving the red cap riders a 
high profile and an enhanced 
operational capability that 
matches that of their civilian 
counterparts. me new machines were RMP on the road. Mllltery policemen with some of the force's new hlgh-proftle Honda STiIOD machines 

put to the test on August 14 
and 15, when ten of the Hondas and riders 
From three RMP units were tasked to 
escort an entire Dutch armoured brigade 
as it deployed on exercise from March- 
wood military port, near Southampton, to 
Salisbury Plain. 

As the 796 wheeled and 158 tracked 
vehicles moved in convoys through the 
30uth of England, the new bikes and their 
riders from 160 Provost Company (Alder- 
$hot), 156 Pro Coy (Colchester) and 158 
Pro Coy (Bulford) patrolled the route, 

providing accident and breakdown sup- 
port, and ensuring that none of the Dutch 
drivers got lost. 

The major traffic control operation was 
co-ordinated by SSgt Scott Innes, platoon 
commander of 160 Pro Coy based in 
Aldershot, who said that the motor-cyclists 
performed well. "The bikes leap-frogged 
ahead to diilicult points, controlling junc- 
tions and setting up signs. The STl  100 is 
very similar to the machines used by civil- 
ian forces, so it was a great help that civil- 

ians as well as military personnel were able 
to recognise them as police bikes." 

SSgt Innes is only sorry that he is likely 
to remain on four wheels instead of two. 
Conversion course from the standard 
Harley Davidson 350 Army bike to the 
STl  100 involves a tough one-week course 
and places on it are keenly sought. 

"Realistically," said SSgt h e s ,  "it is 
not something that a platoon commander 
should be doing. I'll just have to be con- 
tent with my patrol car." 

Photographic 
contest: time 
runnina out 

v 
ENTRIES for the new-look Army Photo- 
graphic Competition close on October 17. 
Long-term aim of the contest is to enhance 
unit capabilities and encourage more PR 
photography. 

Eight entry categories are available 
(including the Soldier-sponsored best Army 
image) and entrants must be members of 
the Regular Army, Territorial Army or 
cadet forces. Civil servants and civilians 
working for the Army and retired personnel 
working for the Army are also eligible. 

Entry forms are available from local 
Media Operations staff or direct from the 
Army Photographic Competition, DPR(A), 
Room 0326, MOD Main Building, London 
SWl 2HB (tel 0171 218 1508, or Mod 
Main Buildingext 81508). 

Some great prizes are on offer from 
sponsors mcluding Nikon, Fuji, Kodak, 
Vickers Defence Systems, Kiwi, Method 
Publishing and Grosvenor Television Pro- 
ductions. 

Entries for a tri-Service photographic 
competition in Northern Ireland close on 
October 10. Itisopentoallmembersofthe 
Royal Navy, Army, Royal Air Force, depen- 
dants, cadets, Ministry of Defence person- 
nel and civil servants worldng for or 
attached within units in Northern Ireland. 
Contact is Capt T D Bell RLC, S03, Log 
Sp, HQM, BFPO 825 (Tel Lisbnrn Md 
42548). 

The winner will receive this 
Sharp VC-MH64HM 
four-head NlCAM stern 
VHS video recorder. Its 
many features Include 
48 pre-set channels, 

in Shuttle control, skip 
Search and DPSS 

mld-drlve chassls, buM- , 

In thfs and the next two hues,  Sol- the specified time and you're in with 
dier invited you to enter a competition chunce of wianing this d e n t  prizq 
to win this superb shnrp NICAM hi-5 

sender of the 5rst c n m t  entry stereo *deo recorder. dtnwiafiertheclosiagdatcwlllbe 

tbc questlon below and nu*e tke winner. 

e published in the Oct 
the new monthly Sold 

words you have eogeoted. 

15 



I SCE International 
mcesiom- Tax&+ Tsx Paid 
Fast eEcicnt mail order service - Easv used car d i S ~ u l 4 J K  

-- I \  

~~~ ~~~ 

v a l k  agreed in idvan& 
* Delivery where you want it, 

shipping m g e d  
Widespread &er d e s  network 

;CE UK HOTLINE 

f it 's  Rover ... it's SCE 

r E R N A T i O N A l  0 1 3 6 7 2 4 12 2 5 
\UPI'lY 

e c z o l ~ ~ t  (We' l l  c a l l  r i g k f  b a r k )  

2E Ltd. FREEPOST, Faringdon Oxon SN7 5BR UK 

__ ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ._-. . . . . . . . . . 

FALKLAND ISLANDS 
DEFENCE FORCE 

PERMANENT STAFF ADMINISTRATION OFFICER 
Are you an enthusiastic, self-motivated and flexible individual with 

management and administrative experience in Her Majesty's Forces or a 
Territorial Army Unit? 

If so, the Falkland Islands Defence Force has the job for you. As Pennanefi 
StaBAdministrative Officer you will have an interesting and wide-rangin, 
mle which will include undertaking or assisting with administratior 
fmancial control. and budgeting, pmcurement and stores control. planning 
training relevant to an Infantry Company, personal communication skill 
and range management. You must hold a valid driving licence and an HGl 
licence would be an advantage. 
Appointment is initially for a period of two yeam, with an attractive salw 
rangmgfmmf16,812u,f25.212perannumandaterminalgratuityof2591 
Other benefits include relocation grant, favourable tax rates and allowances 
mid-tour passages and comfortable family accommodation. 
Do Mt miss the opportunity to live. and work in one of the world's fen 

unspi%pbces whew w i w e  oboumds and quaw of @e maner$. 
For an application pack please contact: 

Falkland hlands Government 
Falkland House 14 Broadway 
Westminster London SWlH OBH. 
Tel: 0171 222 2542 
Fan: 0171 222 2375 

Completed application forms and CVs should be sent in confidence to Juli; 
main. Recruitment Officer, at the above address. 

Closing dale for applications: Oclober 31 1997 

m 
THERE have been wide grins 
on the faces of a select few 
Royal Military Police motor- 
cyclists since they took deliv- 
ery of the  new Honda  
ST1100 police motor cycles. 
The high-performance bikes, 
with their whopping 1,lOOcc 
engines and full-farings, are 
giving the red cap riders a 
high profile and an enhanced 
operational capability that 
matches that of their civilian 
counterparts. me new machines were RMP on the road. Mllltery policemen with some of the force's new hlgh-proftle Honda STiIOD machines 

put to the test on August 14 
and 15, when ten of the Hondas and riders 
From three RMP units were tasked to 
escort an entire Dutch armoured brigade 
as it deployed on exercise from March- 
wood military port, near Southampton, to 
Salisbury Plain. 

As the 796 wheeled and 158 tracked 
vehicles moved in convoys through the 
30uth of England, the new bikes and their 
riders from 160 Provost Company (Alder- 
$hot), 156 Pro Coy (Colchester) and 158 
Pro Coy (Bulford) patrolled the route, 

providing accident and breakdown sup- 
port, and ensuring that none of the Dutch 
drivers got lost. 

The major traffic control operation was 
co-ordinated by SSgt Scott Innes, platoon 
commander of 160 Pro Coy based in 
Aldershot, who said that the motor-cyclists 
performed well. "The bikes leap-frogged 
ahead to diilicult points, controlling junc- 
tions and setting up signs. The STl  100 is 
very similar to the machines used by civil- 
ian forces, so it was a great help that civil- 

ians as well as military personnel were able 
to recognise them as police bikes." 

SSgt Innes is only sorry that he is likely 
to remain on four wheels instead of two. 
Conversion course from the standard 
Harley Davidson 350 Army bike to the 
STl  100 involves a tough one-week course 
and places on it are keenly sought. 

"Realistically," said SSgt h e s ,  "it is 
not something that a platoon commander 
should be doing. I'll just have to be con- 
tent with my patrol car." 

Photographic 
contest: time 
runnina out 

v 
ENTRIES for the new-look Army Photo- 
graphic Competition close on October 17. 
Long-term aim of the contest is to enhance 
unit capabilities and encourage more PR 
photography. 

Eight entry categories are available 
(including the Soldier-sponsored best Army 
image) and entrants must be members of 
the Regular Army, Territorial Army or 
cadet forces. Civil servants and civilians 
working for the Army and retired personnel 
working for the Army are also eligible. 

Entry forms are available from local 
Media Operations staff or direct from the 
Army Photographic Competition, DPR(A), 
Room 0326, MOD Main Building, London 
SWl 2HB (tel 0171 218 1508, or Mod 
Main Buildingext 81508). 

Some great prizes are on offer from 
sponsors mcluding Nikon, Fuji, Kodak, 
Vickers Defence Systems, Kiwi, Method 
Publishing and Grosvenor Television Pro- 
ductions. 

Entries for a tri-Service photographic 
competition in Northern Ireland close on 
October 10. Itisopentoallmembersofthe 
Royal Navy, Army, Royal Air Force, depen- 
dants, cadets, Ministry of Defence person- 
nel and civil servants worldng for or 
attached within units in Northern Ireland. 
Contact is Capt T D Bell RLC, S03, Log 
Sp, HQM, BFPO 825 (Tel Lisbnrn Md 
42548). 

The winner will receive this 
Sharp VC-MH64HM 
four-head NlCAM stern 
VHS video recorder. Its 
many features Include 
48 pre-set channels, 

in Shuttle control, skip 
Search and DPSS 

mld-drlve chassls, buM- , 

In thfs and the next two hues,  Sol- the specified time and you're in with 
dier invited you to enter a competition chunce of wianing this d e n t  prizq 
to win this superb shnrp NICAM hi-5 

sender of the 5rst c n m t  entry stereo *deo recorder. dtnwiafiertheclosiagdatcwlllbe 

tbc questlon below and nu*e tke winner. 

e published in the Oct 
the new monthly Sold 

words you have eogeoted. 
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I L Royal hypour 
at Arborfield 
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Apprentice tradesman Sarah James (far right) lrr- 
Prince Philip's humour when he visited the Army Apprentice College at 
Arborfield on August 1. The Duke of Edinburgh was visiting the college in 
his capacity as Colonel in Chief of REME. 

Some frantic paddling was 
demanded of the 21 men and 
women of C Coy, 3 Staffords 
(V) who took on 15 otherteams 
in the annual Burton Regatta 
dragon boat race. 

But it seems that the soldiers 
were in fine form following their 
two-week training camp in the 
United States, because. for the 
second year in succession, the 
Staffords carried off the 
impressive dragon-shaped 
trophy, which retains its role of 
major conversation piece in 
the unit's bar. A 

.. .- 
xals who inhabit the uppermost regio 

UI me Rock of Gibraltar are quite friendly - 
in fact a bit too friendly sometimes. This 
young barbary ape, one of the symbols of 
British rule on the Rock, was all over Capt 
Alan Bulmer of 107 (Lancashire and 
Cheshire) Field Squadron RE when it 
realised he was carrying a packed lunch. 

Capt Bulmer and his colleagues spent 
two weeks involved in engineering tasks 

and field exercises that took them from the 
top of the Rock (and the attention of maraud- v ing monkeys) to the high mountains of nearby 

"-"?lucia in Spain. 

LCpl'Michael O'Donnell 
and Pte Rob Wood are 
captured by the camera 
during Exercise Eastern 
Harrier at Sennybridge. 
Wales. 

The two men were 
among 230 members of tht 
3rd Battalion, The Worces- 
tershire and Sherwood 
Foresters Regiment to take 
part in the battalion's first 
mass exercise since the 
end of the Cold War. 

Eastern Harrier involved 
about 3,500 TA soldiers a6 
well as Regular troops and 
visitors from overseas (see 
feature 

I Solid gold enon 
The Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme is 
as relevant to young men and women sewin( 
in the Army as it is to their civilian counter 
parts. That was the message to emerge fron 
a presentation ceremony at the headquarters 
of The Light Dragoons in Hohne, Germany 
when Tpr Tony Carr of HQ Squadron wa: 
presented with his Duke of Edinburgh's Golc 
\ward badge by Col Peter Villalard. 

The young trooper had started the DEF 
cheme when still at school and worked his 

I- 

r ,  

I 
I Last Post vay through the bronze and silver levels 

lut when he joined the Army Tony though 
hat routine soldiering would not allow the 
me needed to attain his gold badge Not so With the encouragement of his 
EM, Trooper Carr completed the gold programme with an expedition to Norway from the Army Air Corps TA 

pilot Capt Peter 
Barrett embarked 
on a nostalgic 

journey when he 
his Gazelle helicopter back 

in a class OT nis owr Rock? I Seen (bottom left) with proud colleagues 
from the Nottinghamshire Army Cadet Force 
is 15 year-old schoolboy Edward Redgate. 
Edward amazed Army instructors when he 
took top honours in an adult recruit course. 

The schoolboy had been gaining work 
experience at the Royal Logistic Corps' 
centre in Grantham. To get an even more 
vivid flavour of Army life, he was invited to 
join 120 adults on a gruelling two-week Ter- 
ritorial Army recruits course. 

As Edward was too young to join the TA, 
he could have watched from the sidelines as 
the others slogged for their essential pass 
mark. Instead, he got stuck in and beat his 
class mates to win the coveted best recruit 
trophy. 

However the youngster, who now hopes to 
join the Royal Signals when he is old 
enough, claimed that he did have an advan- 
tage. Two years with the Army Cadet Force 
had, he said, been a good preparation for TA 
recruitment. 

I I 

HMY Britannia was given a 
truly royal send-off following 
a recent visit to Gibraltar that 
many people thought would 
be her last. Although now 
temporarily reprieved, it is at 
least possible that the ship 
will not visit the Rock again, 
so the local authorities and 
the garrison decided to push 
the boat out when they said 
farewell. With fireworks ex- 
ploding overhead, Britannia 
steamed out of Gibraltar's 
harbour carrying mail that 
had been ceremonially deliv- 
ered to the yacht's crew by 
LCpl Callum Jee of the 
Royal Logistic Corps (inset, I right). 

to his childhood home town of Bury. 
near Manchester 

Capt Barrett, who flies as a com- 
mercial pilot during the week. but 
joins his AAC unit in Derbyshire in 
his free time. was re-visiting the 
branch of the Army Cadet Force 
which introduced him to military life 
back in 1964 

Pictured above is the special 
moment when Cap! Barrett touched 
down at the cadets camp to be 
greeted by Neii Kay. the man who 
was his cadet force Sgt Major all 
those years ago, and who is still fully 
involved in the cadets. 

During the day, Capt Barren and 
his Gazelle took more than 100 of 
the cadets on short training flights. 

.+ 
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FORTY years ago, missil6 technolo- 
gy was still in its early stages - so 
much so that the Germany's pioneer- 
ing V2 rocket was still considered 
sophisticated. 

Driven by the Cold War tbreat, the 
race was on to develop missiles that 
would deliver conventional and 
nuclear warheads across Europe. 

In the early days, delivering them 
across Hyde Park would have been 
a bit of a challenge, so the Army 
needed somewhere, far from prying 
eyes, where the new missiles could be 
safely tested. Benebecula .in the 
Outer Hebrides was ideal, and so in 
1957 work started on the missile 
range. 

The rest is history, as we reported 
in our June 23 issue (Rockets 
Galore). 

The photographs reproduced here 
are taken from Soldier's archives. 
Benbecula in those days may have 
lacked the.glamour of Cape Can- 
averal. but does that matter? There 

On the beach: Rockets arrive on Benbecula from the mainland 

. . . , .. . 

I 

There goes another Naafi wagon. Goings-on at 
the Benbecula range in its early days provided 
good material for an Ealing comedy. Rockets 

Galore, the sequel to Whisky Galore, starred 
Donald Sinden and Ronnie Corbett, who is 
seen here explaining another near miss 

down as staff at 
the rocket 
range prepare 
for another 



Leading by example: WO1 Keith Black Sean Temple and former WO2 Mar1 
ploughs his way towards completing Osborne covered 1,200 lengths of thl 
another length of the Wulfen pool during pod in a shade over 12 hours and hop1 
a 25-mile marathon swim by five mem- to :aise several thousand pounds fo 
bers of 12 Supply Regiment RLC. He, Children in Need, Caged and Enrage1 
SSgt Andy Miller, Sgt Rich Vernon, Cpl ano a local German children’s charity. 

“1 

1 

I 
Saddled with ambition: Sol- The cycllsts were expectin 
dlers of the 1st Battallon, The to be in the saddle for ten 
Argyll and Sutherland Hlgh- days and hope to reise up to 
landers can afford a smlle €100,000 for the Imperial 
before setting out on a non- Cancer Research Fund. 
stop cycle rlde around Brltaln. Team leader SSgt Tony 

The ten-man Cycle for Llfe Boyd said “We have under- 
team was startlng at the end taken this challenge to mark 
of August on a 4,100-mlle the golden jubilee of the 
relay trlp beginning and Queen as our Colonel-lr 
ending at Regimental Head- Chief. She Is patron of th 
quarters in Stirling Castle. cancer research fund:’ 

t End-to-end stuff Cheques for 

118s following the 
to John o’Groat’s 

20 soldiers from the 

I 
A young lad hopes for a share of Capt 
Martin Newnham’s weter durlng the 
Marathon des Sables In the Sahara. 
Martin was a member of the threeman 
team from the 5th Battallon, The Royal 
Irish Regiment whlch completed the 
six-day race over 145 mlles and raised 
more than C2,OOO for the Norrhern Ire- 
land Chest, Heart and Stroke Associa- 
tion. The other R Irish runners were 
LCpl Jemmy Martln and Pte Andrew 
Marshall, who finished 36th In the race. 

lateline Adriatic: Above (from left) Sgt Mlck Thwaltes, Sgt 
3eordie McLoughlan and LCpl Darren Bryce of 2 Battalion 
3EME cross the flnish line at the end of their Adriatic Chal- 
enge, during which they paddled 160km around the island of 
3rac in just under 17 hours and raised DM 1,500 (€530) for 
:harity. Over the course of ftve days they had to contend with 
‘ough seas, raln and badly blistered hands. 

latellne North Antrlm: Right (from left) Capt Hugh Mont- 
gomery, WO2 Matt Duncan and CSgt lan Nell of the 7th Bat- 
talion, m e  Royal Irish Reglment relax after a 200mile paddle 
from Benone to Warrenpolnt down the North Antrlm coast. 
rhey hope their efforts will 111188 more than f4 ,OOO for the 
3oyal Ulster Constabulary’s Mencap Appeal. 

0 Garrison churches in Germany 
have been asked to help victims of 
the catastrophic floods along the 
Polish border. Liebe Jesu, a small 
organisation based in Monchenglad- 
bach, is appealing for any items that 
can be handed over to the churches. 

Food is the first priority, foliowed by 
clothes and shoes, and, in the longer 
term, bedding, furniture. cutlery and 
crockery. Church centres and HIVES 
can arrange for items to be collected. 

21 

Record run: SSgt scott Wolls sets 
off on another leg of the 180-mile 
Offa’sDyke,whichateamof 13from 
Aldershot-based F Battery, 7 Para- 
chute Regiment RHA completed in 
just over 37 hours. The Airborne 
Gunners hope their achievement 
will get them into the record books, 
as well as raising more than f1,000 
to pay for the training of a guide 
dog. Idea for the challenge came 
from team leader Karl Brennan, 
whose soldier brother lost an eye in 

a training accident. They are 10 
name the guide dog Edward after 
Gnr Edward Jennings, who won the 
Victoria Cross in the last century. 
Sgt Gareth Phillips said there did 
not appear to be a previous record 
for the run from Prestatyn to Chep 
stow. “Local people were great. We 
took buckets along with us and 
collected loads of money in all the 
towns we ran through. We’re think- 
ing of doing it in the opposite direc- 
tion next year.” 

c 
20 



Search on for Light Br 

wn?aM at 12 
Tpon Place,HarrogateHG2 7QB 
(telO1423 884492). 

[Mad Jack - a tribute] 

spalullcrt Taam ((ronamtction) 

ins have what it takes 
on 

Panhsle rminlna area dataa 

Later 350 women - tmna ot 

lklands fallen 

ailwl on an.bdi.c I lon’S mlm! to coloh.l1.r. 

Change of 
mind on 
withdrawn 
TA medals 

1 

‘I 
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New me urs double VC 
MERSEYSIDE soldiers past and 
pment gathered in Belgium to 
honour one of Liverpwl’s most 

~.~~ ~ ~ 

Chavasse on the 80th anniversary 
d his death. 

Chavasse was awarded theMl!- 
itary Cmas in 1916 for exlraMdC 

tintid to tend his men for as long 
as he was able. 

Boss of the 
year prizes 
to be won 

Brig Klm Floss. former Regi- 
mental Lieutenant Colonel Scots 

be returned should wntact Maj S 
Hargraves on 0151 242 2138 by 
Od 31. ltems include barometer 



Rodney Bashford: a 
life of military music Linda’s run signals Rock 

reco rd ducted the Kneller Hall trumpeters in 
Westminster Abbey for the wedding of 
Princess Anne in 1973. For this he com- 
posed the fanfare Toccata for T*umpeu. 

Rodney retired from the Army in June 
1974> although he had no intention of 
leaving military music. He remained at 
the school as Assistant Director of Music 
and Professor of Conductine, beinnmade 

LT COL Rodney Bashford, who died 
peacefully at St Peter’s Hospital, Chert- 
sey, on Angust 13, was one of the best 
bown and most influential figures in 
modern military music. He was 80. 

His first review appeared in S o h  in 
1969, and he had been a regular contrib- 
utor to these pages ever since. His notes 
on the recordings made by military bands 
were distinguished by their style, 
humour, enthusiasm and gentle encour- 
agement, wen of those whose dorts he 
did not, perhaps, fully appreciate. 

Born within a mile of Kneller Hall, 
’Ikickenham in 1917, 
he “!irst fell foul of the 
bugle”, aged 11, at the 
Duke of York’s Royal 
Military School. 

He joined the 2nd 
Banalion, The King’s 
Royal Rifle Corps in 
1932, playing th  
F rench  h o r n .  H 
served in Palestine in 
1936-37, a period 
d m g  which he re- 
ceived lessons on the 
French horn from the 
famous Salomon and 
was accorded the rare 
h o n o u r  of  b e i n  
allowed t o  watc  
Toscanhi rehearse the 
then New Palestine 
Symphony Orchesm 
Few people not in tt 
orchestra were en 
permitted to watch the 
maestro rehearse. 

r 
I 

base, soldiers from 
other reserve units 
within 37 Sig Rcgt 
and based at 
CarM, Black- 
bum, Stratford and 
Redditch, joined 
the composite f o r  
mation. 

Marble Tor is a 
two-week package 
designed for TA 
units. It is co-ordi- 
nared and managed 
by instructors from 
The Gibraltar Reg- 

PART-TIME signallers have set a new 
record for the Rock race, the lung-busting 
climb to Gibraltar’s highest point. 

LCpl h d a  McDonald, a keen athlete 
from Cwentry, slashed almost two minutes 
off the best recorded time as she reached 
the top in under 28 minutes. Now b d a ,  a 
physical training instructor with 96 Signal 
Squadron, part of 37 Signal Regiment 0, 
must wait several weeks for her time to be 
officially ratified. 

“It was very hard work;’ she said, “but I 
enjoyed it and I’m really pleased to have 
beaten the old record. It% great for the 
unit.” 

She was with 100 colleagues from 96 
Sqn, based in the West Midlands, who flew 
to Gibraltar to take part in infantry training 
under the Marble Tor series of exercises. It 
was the unit’s first overseas camp since it 
formed in 1992. 

The reservists were praised by instruc- 
tors from The Gibraltar Regiment for their 
professional attitude and enthusiasm 
during the unfamiliar infantry package. 

Commanded by Maj Dickie Short, the 
squadron’s primary role is to provide 
national communications throughout the 
United Kingdom in time of war or national 
emergency. It is equipped with the Nation- 
al Communication Radio System WCRS). 

While the squadron deployed with per- 
sonnel dram mainly from its Coventry 

_. - 
OBE in 1974. 

when his old raiment, the Grenadier 
Guards, found it& *&out a director 
two years later, Rodney was persuaded to 
r e m  to uniform to resume his former 

post. Dur ing  this  
period he took part in 

,the Queen’s Birthday 
Parade, P state visit, 
guard mounting and 
the funeral of Field 
Marshal  Viscount  
Montgomery. 

He also made a 
record titled Music fm 
R q l  Occarion, which 
wns enthusiastically 
reviewed in Soldier by 
none other than “RB”. 

In addition to his 
reviews for this maga- 
zine, he wrote for the 
WBS Gramophone a resident examin- journal, 

er at Kneller Hall, and 
took a keen interest in 
the school museum. 

His writing was not 
confined to reviews. In 
the January 20 issue> 
Soldier published his 

I ... : 
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t iment, many of 
whom are former 
members of The 
Royal Anglian Reg- 
iment, the last Reg- 
ular battalion to 
serve on the Rock. 

The intensive 
programme pro- 
vides training in all 
aspects of opera- 
tions in built-up 
areas (OBUA) and 
a wde ranpe of 

Man In ohawe: I 
Dickle Short 

infantry tactics, and culminates in an exer 
cise during which the unit’s performance IS 
assessed by instructors from the Gibraltar 

Regiment. 
As the Rock sweltered in 

one of the hottest periods 
of the Mediterranean year, 
the signallers found them- 
selves engaged in house- 
clearance operations and 
night assaults, as well as 
assault course races cany- 
ing boxes of ammunition. 

But it was not all work. 
Every member of the 
squadron had a chance to 
take part in advenmus 
training, mcludmg rock 
climbing, wind surfing and 
swimming, b$ore getting 
back to militarytraining on 
the range. 

Maj Short, a TA soldier 
for 32 years, described the 
deployment as “a 100 per 
cent success” which high- 
lighted the value Temtorial 
units mined from overseas 

IA 
Getting to grips wlth the Rock LCpl Julla Msldment very mal achlovement on the Marble Tor camp waa 
to overcome her fear of hoighta during adventumu tralnlng. She was cheered on by colleaguer 

praise from the 
instructors. 

“And, of coursc, 
LCpl McDonald set a 
new Rock run record. 
“We worked very 

closely with the 
Gibraltar Regiment 
and it myc our 

t d e c t i o i s  on a life- 
time of “reacting to the 

Rodney Bashford 
saw active service 

1970 Director of MUSIC, RMSM 

during the Second World War and was 
taken prisoner at Calais in 1940. 

After graduating at the Royal Military 
School of Music, Kneller Hall, he was 
appointed bandmaster of the 17M21st 
Lancers in 1950, completing a highly 
unusual series of family appointments. 
His grandfather had served with the 17th 
Lancers, while his father had served with 
the2lstHussarsandhimselfbeen apupil 
at Kneller Hall in 1887. 

Four years later Rodney returned to 
Kneller Hall as the School Bandmaster 
and in 1959 was commissioned as Direc- 
tor of Music of the Junior Leaders’ Regi- 
ment, Royal Armoured Corps. The 
following year, Maj Bashford became 
Director of Music, Grenadier Guards, 
with whom he was to remain for ten years. 

In 1968 he became Senior Director of 
Music, Household Division, and was 
appointed MBE in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours two years later. 

Promoted lieutenant colonel in 1970, 
he was appointed Director of Music at the 
Royal Military School of Music, and con- 

call of bugles”, in which his sense of 
humour was much to the fore. Having 
bemoaned the “tyranny of the omipo- 
tent” instrument, he signed off with a 
flourish: 

“No escape unless you spe* in your 
last will and testament ‘no bugling by 
request’ . . . 

“As an oh-so-superior bandsman 
myself1 must drop a line to my solicitors. 
Thefeu-&&liur will not apply to this old 
sodger but, please sirs, no bugling at my 
crossing of the bar. 

“And yet. And yet. Ah well, damn it, 
whynot?Itwillbetheoneclearcallinhalf 
a century of service the soundiqg of which 
will require me to do absolutely nothing. 
So sound off old pal, sound off? 

He and his wife, Beryl, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary this year. He 
leaves, also, WO daughters, Jane and 
Joanna. 

Rodney Bashford was cremated at a 
private family service on August 22. 
Details of a memorial thanksgiving s e r  
vice are to be announced. - Gordon Turner 

younger soldiers an 
excellent insight into 
Army life and high- 
lighted the many 
opportunities that the 
Territorial Army has to 
Offer.” 

The squadron draws 
on all sorts of people; 
its ranks include uni- 
versity students, postal 
staff, factory workers, 
policemen, bank clerks, barmen and 
recruitment consultants. 

Gibraltar civil Dolice Raid tribute to two 

Hot work If you can g& lt: Members Of 98 
Sqn, complete wlth ammo boxes full of sand 

- 
camps. 

“We could not have 
ssked for more. Our sol- 
diers excelled in the 
infantry &COS -from thc squadron 
package  who attempted to save the 
and won life of a pedesnian hit by a 

vehicle in Gibral& crowded main street. 
Sadly, despite their efforts, the accident 
victim hed. 

On the 
a s ~ ~ u l t  on the OBUA vlllaga wlthln tha mining centre 

24 

Lodge and her troop wind by for an 
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Planning was secret of 
the wartime escapees 
THOUGHTS of instant 
escape from a POW compound 
should be quickly forgotten, 
unless, of course, plans are 
already in place and the oppor- 
tunity for a successful getaway 
arises. 

Such is the basic advice to 
PoWs in Escape and Evasion, 
which tells the stories of 
numerous flights hy prisoners 
of both sides in the Second 
World War, detailing their 
routes to safety. 

Don’t do as Winston 
Churchill did in the Boer War 
and hop over a wall when the 
guards were looking the other 
way. He had no escape kit, nor 
any idea where he was. But 
luck was with him and he made 
it back. 

What he might have found 
really useful were some of the 
gadgets devised by Christo- 
pher Clayton Hutton of M19, 
an organization formed to help 
Second World War PoWs escape. 

Clutty, as he was @own to 
his colleagues, produced a 
mass of ingenious ideas, indud- 
ing tiny compasses of which 
more than two million were 
produced. They were so s m a l l  

Clayton Hutton, whose POW escape klts Included a magnetlsed pen 
holder whlch could be balanced on a pencll tip to act as a compass 

they could be concealed Benzedrine, chewing gum, 
behind cap badges and inside chocolate and water-purifying 
collar studs and buttons. tablets, although this type of 

To go with the compasses he survival pack was designed 
produced maps of Germany mainly for aircrew. 

Medical saws disguised as 
bootlaces, German money 
made into eramoDhone 

2-y. ::EL, A\,$ - 
and France on very fine, strong records and magnetised pens 
paper which could be screwed to be used as compasses, all 
into a small hall and later were products of M19 and its 
smoothed out with hardly a teams of inventors. Inevitably 
crease. the Germans discovered many, 

His brief also included pro- but they never ceased to be 
viding concentrated food for amazed by the ingenuity of the 
escapers - malted milk tablets, men from M19. - JM 

Worthy if wordy 
analysis of 
FOR a quarter of a century at 
the University of Yale a popu- 
lar c o m e  of l e c a s  has been 
delivered under the title “Ori- 
gins of War”. 

It has been conducted by 
Professor Donald Kagan, who, 
in 1995, published his analysis 
of events that led to four wars 
of his selection: the Pelopon- 
nesian War (431-404 BC), 
Hannibal’s Second Punic War 
(218-201 BC), and the two 
world wars of this century. He 
also examined a war that might 
have been: the Cuban Missile 
Crisis of 1962. 

Kagan’s book, On the Orinks 
of Wlr and rhe~l+eservart& of 
Peace, has now heenreleased in 
paperback, bringing it within 
reach of a wider readership. 

It is as though Hitler’s politi- 
26 

cal strategies can he reasonably 
explained through the power 
politics of the Greek city states, 

On tha Ofiglnr of War and Ihe 
RoumaknofpesoSbyDanald 
Kagan. Piiico(imprintofRadm 
HWSe),p&plback, f14. 

and that the American-Russian 
Cold War was resolved by what 
happened in the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. 

Regarding the latter, one IS 
left wondering about other 
“components” of that Cold 
War: Korea, threats to peace in 
Europe, and of course Viet- 
nam. We must hesitate to sug- 
gest that the Cuban crisis was 
chosen because it was a Cold 
War triumph for the USA. 

What is really disturbing is 
the way Professor Kagan plays 

war 
down the effects of public and 
political leaders’ ideology, in 
some cases as though these 
were factors of no or little 
importance. 

The chosen case studies are 
given remarkably detailed and, 
therefore wordy, factual analy- 
sis, taking in the self-interests 
of the combatant powers but 
seemingly neglectful of social 
and ideological motivations for 
war that lie beyond the pre- 
dictable and, in retrospect, 
obvious causes of war. 

Possibly these considerations 
are hidden within the many 
words of this book, a valuable 
academic work none the less. 

It is also well-meaning, for, 
as the author writes in his 
introduction: “The secret of 
the success of our species has 

Smiling 
through all 
the horror 
WHEN the auctioneer couldn’l 
get a bid for a copy of Thc 
Wipers Times, the magazine fot 
soldiers fighting at Ypres, he 
bought it himself. What a little 
gold-mine of humour and infor- 
mation (with overtones of sad- 
ness) it turned out to be. 

A s  a result John Ivelaw- 
Chapman. whose interest in the 
First World War was first stirred 
by the film Oh, What a Loveiy 
War, has produced this intrigu- 
ing illustrated study. 

The men fighting amid the 
horror of Ypres (known to all as 
Wipers) had little to smile about, 
PO the magazine, with its rid- 
Jies, cartoons, spoof ads (“Are 
The Rlddles of Wipers: An 
Appreciation of the Tmnch 
Journal TIM Wipers n m b y  
John Ivelaw-Chapman. Leo 
Cooper Pen & Sword Books, 
hardback, f25. 
You a Victim to Optimism?’), 
iports reports, racing tips, 
igony aunt wlumn, letters and 
serials, gave much amusement. 
It was  the Private Eye (or per- 
laps Viz) of its day. 

It was also swamped by 
Ioems, many of which, the 
iuthor says, were triggered by 
rhellshock (now known as post 
raumatlc stress disorder). 

Ivelaw-Chapman takes the 
iiew that most wrrespondents 
2nd readers of The Wipers 
Times were punchdrunk by the 
:onstantsheliing -and thus suf- 
‘ering from some degree of 
;hellshock. 

An early symptom of this con- 
iition, it seems, is an urge to 
3xpreess thoughts and feelings 
n verse. - JM 

been its ability to learn from 
experience and adapt its 
behaviour accordingly. The 
aim of this book is to provide 
some useful sNdies that may 
help in that effort.” 

That is, of course, a laudable 
aim but what can be criticised 
is the limited range of case his- 
tories examined and how easy 
it is to forget after reading so 
many words the lessons it was 
hoped to learn. 

With the greatest respect to 
Donald Kagan’s obvious ana- 
lytical skills, it must be said 
that most readers, and review- 
ers for that matter, would 
appreciate a concise edition. 
However, one thing is certain, 
the author will be liberally 
quoted by future military his- 
torians. -BJ 
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‘Refute 
this slur 
on Army’ 
I MUST take issue with the 
remarks stated as facts by your 
reviewer JM about the morale 
of the Army after Dunkirk 
(Time CO Kill, Aug 18). 

I was at the affair and came 
out with my unit having gone 
to France with the BEF in Sep- 
tember of that year. 

Our morale after the battle 
was very high and all ranks 
were keen to have another go 
at the enemy because whenev- 
er we stood and fought we gave 
them a bloody nose. 

Everyone was aware that the 
withdrawal was the result of 
the collapse of our allies on 
both flanks. We were cold in 
the winter in UK in common 
with the civilian population, 
but not hungry, and the aver- 
age pay was above El a week, 
which anyway was not bad 
pocket money with beer at 4d a 
pint and fags at 10d for 20! 
Nobody lived for weeks with- 
out baths or clean clothes. 

Who is this man “Len 
Deighton”? Was he ever a sol- 
dier and if so, what unit? Ditto 
JM, who regards this book as 
“fact”. Who is he? 

The whole thing is a slur on 
the British Army and should 
be publicly refuted. - Maj 
(Retd) H E R Martin RA, 
Farnham, Surrey. 

JM, who SeNed postwar with 
the Royal Tank Regiment, stands 
by the interpretation in his review. 
Len Deighton. a former RAF 
National Serviceman, has written 
many acclaimed books about the 
Second World War, including 
Bomber, Fighter, and BllWrrieg, 

to the fail of Dunkirk. -Editor. 
which chronicled the rise of Hitler 

‘Use Gurkha statue 
money for pensions’ 
I READ the report (Aug 18) 
about the intended bronze 
Gurkha figure by Philip Jack- 
son with great concern, as I see 
it will cost about L250,OOO. 

The church at Howe Bar- 
racks, Canterbury recently 
sent a donation to the Gurkha 
Welfare Trust, which seeks to 
support former Gurkha Sew 
vlcemen living in Nepal with 
little or no means of income. 

The great majority of these 
are Second World War veter- 
ans who did not serve long 
enough to qualify for a Service 
pension. 

In a letter of thanks to me, Lt 
Gen Sir Sam Cowan wrote 
that over the past 12 months 

the number of pensioners to he 
supported has risen from 
10,500 to 11,200, all receiving 
LlO per month. 

This is likely to rise by 
another 4,000, while the pen- 
sion has had to rise by seven 
per cent this year to counter 
inflation in an impoverished 
country. 

Consequently the TNS~ is 
this year facing a L75,OOO 
shordall in income to meet its 
commitments. The National 
Lottery fund has declined to 
make a contrihution. 

We have a Gurkha rein- 
forcement company at the 1st 
Battalion, The Princess of 
Wales’s Royal Regiment, so I 

Write us a prize letter 
HOT under the collar? Want to 
take Issue on a serious topic? 
Need to settle a difference of 
opinion on a burning ques- 
tlon? 

Or do you just want to share 
a good story wlth thousands of 
other readers around the 
world? 

A s  ever. Soldier walcomas 

- 
We’d prefer them to be typed 
but If they are handwritten, 
please put names and address. 
es In block capitals (not neces- 
sarily for publication). 

A prlze wlll be awarded each 
month If we judge that a letter, 
serious So get wrltlngl or humorous, merits It. 

e Acceptance or rejection of 
letters is the decision of the 
Editor, who reserves the right to 
amend for length. clarity or style. 
Anonymous considered. letters will not be 

~~~ ~~~ 

your lettekiwhether you are 
an officar or other rank:  se^- 
Ing or clvvy; nine, 19 or W. 

All weask is that you keep 
them brief and to the polnt. 

know the high calibre and total 
loyalty of the Gurkhas today. 

Surely it would be a greater 
tribute by far to their brave 
forebears, who were there 
when we needed them most, to 
spend a quarter of a million 
pounds on meeting three 
years’ worth of shortfall, than 
placing a StaNe in London that 
none of them will ever see. - 
Rev J Ball, 1 PWRR, Can- 
terbury. 

TROOP FIT: 
FOR KING 

:m_ne,i -~-%*-.:> ,~<*~: 

IN JULY I had the honour to 
he invited to become a mess 
hand for the King’s Troop, 
Royal Horse Artillery and 
since I started I have enjoyed 
every day of my work. 

I have found all the troopers 
to be friendly and courteous at 
all times and, of course, dedi- 
cated to their duties. 

I am impressed by their pro- 
fessionalism, hard work, and 
first-class presentation. 

I would like to mention in 
particular the CO, Maj K M T 
Brooks, andhis officers, as well 
as RSM McKay. The whole 
troop has much to be proud of. 
- Julian Bell, London N W B .  
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Planning was secret of 
the wartime escapees 
THOUGHTS of instant 
escape from a POW compound 
should be quickly forgotten, 
unless, of course, plans are 
already in place and the oppor- 
tunity for a successful getaway 
arises. 

Such is the basic advice to 
PoWs in Escape and Evasion, 
which tells the stories of 
numerous flights hy prisoners 
of both sides in the Second 
World War, detailing their 
routes to safety. 

Don’t do as Winston 
Churchill did in the Boer War 
and hop over a wall when the 
guards were looking the other 
way. He had no escape kit, nor 
any idea where he was. But 
luck was with him and he made 
it back. 

What he might have found 
really useful were some of the 
gadgets devised by Christo- 
pher Clayton Hutton of M19, 
an organization formed to help 
Second World War PoWs escape. 

Clutty, as he was @own to 
his colleagues, produced a 
mass of ingenious ideas, indud- 
ing tiny compasses of which 
more than two million were 
produced. They were so s m a l l  

Clayton Hutton, whose POW escape klts Included a magnetlsed pen 
holder whlch could be balanced on a pencll tip to act as a compass 

they could be concealed Benzedrine, chewing gum, 
behind cap badges and inside chocolate and water-purifying 
collar studs and buttons. tablets, although this type of 

To go with the compasses he survival pack was designed 
produced maps of Germany mainly for aircrew. 

Medical saws disguised as 
bootlaces, German money 
made into eramoDhone 

2-y. ::EL, A\,$ - 
and France on very fine, strong records and magnetised pens 
paper which could be screwed to be used as compasses, all 
into a small hall and later were products of M19 and its 
smoothed out with hardly a teams of inventors. Inevitably 
crease. the Germans discovered many, 

His brief also included pro- but they never ceased to be 
viding concentrated food for amazed by the ingenuity of the 
escapers - malted milk tablets, men from M19. - JM 

Worthy if wordy 
analysis of 
FOR a quarter of a century at 
the University of Yale a popu- 
lar c o m e  of l e c a s  has been 
delivered under the title “Ori- 
gins of War”. 

It has been conducted by 
Professor Donald Kagan, who, 
in 1995, published his analysis 
of events that led to four wars 
of his selection: the Pelopon- 
nesian War (431-404 BC), 
Hannibal’s Second Punic War 
(218-201 BC), and the two 
world wars of this century. He 
also examined a war that might 
have been: the Cuban Missile 
Crisis of 1962. 

Kagan’s book, On the Orinks 
of Wlr and rhe~l+eservart& of 
Peace, has now heenreleased in 
paperback, bringing it within 
reach of a wider readership. 

It is as though Hitler’s politi- 
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cal strategies can he reasonably 
explained through the power 
politics of the Greek city states, 

On tha Ofiglnr of War and Ihe 
RoumaknofpesoSbyDanald 
Kagan. Piiico(imprintofRadm 
HWSe),p&plback, f14. 

and that the American-Russian 
Cold War was resolved by what 
happened in the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. 

Regarding the latter, one IS 
left wondering about other 
“components” of that Cold 
War: Korea, threats to peace in 
Europe, and of course Viet- 
nam. We must hesitate to sug- 
gest that the Cuban crisis was 
chosen because it was a Cold 
War triumph for the USA. 

What is really disturbing is 
the way Professor Kagan plays 

war 
down the effects of public and 
political leaders’ ideology, in 
some cases as though these 
were factors of no or little 
importance. 

The chosen case studies are 
given remarkably detailed and, 
therefore wordy, factual analy- 
sis, taking in the self-interests 
of the combatant powers but 
seemingly neglectful of social 
and ideological motivations for 
war that lie beyond the pre- 
dictable and, in retrospect, 
obvious causes of war. 

Possibly these considerations 
are hidden within the many 
words of this book, a valuable 
academic work none the less. 

It is also well-meaning, for, 
as the author writes in his 
introduction: “The secret of 
the success of our species has 

Smiling 
through all 
the horror 
WHEN the auctioneer couldn’l 
get a bid for a copy of Thc 
Wipers Times, the magazine fot 
soldiers fighting at Ypres, he 
bought it himself. What a little 
gold-mine of humour and infor- 
mation (with overtones of sad- 
ness) it turned out to be. 

A s  a result John Ivelaw- 
Chapman. whose interest in the 
First World War was first stirred 
by the film Oh, What a Loveiy 
War, has produced this intrigu- 
ing illustrated study. 

The men fighting amid the 
horror of Ypres (known to all as 
Wipers) had little to smile about, 
PO the magazine, with its rid- 
Jies, cartoons, spoof ads (“Are 
The Rlddles of Wipers: An 
Appreciation of the Tmnch 
Journal TIM Wipers n m b y  
John Ivelaw-Chapman. Leo 
Cooper Pen & Sword Books, 
hardback, f25. 
You a Victim to Optimism?’), 
iports reports, racing tips, 
igony aunt wlumn, letters and 
serials, gave much amusement. 
It was  the Private Eye (or per- 
laps Viz) of its day. 

It was also swamped by 
Ioems, many of which, the 
iuthor says, were triggered by 
rhellshock (now known as post 
raumatlc stress disorder). 

Ivelaw-Chapman takes the 
iiew that most wrrespondents 
2nd readers of The Wipers 
Times were punchdrunk by the 
:onstantsheliing -and thus suf- 
‘ering from some degree of 
;hellshock. 

An early symptom of this con- 
iition, it seems, is an urge to 
3xpreess thoughts and feelings 
n verse. - JM 

been its ability to learn from 
experience and adapt its 
behaviour accordingly. The 
aim of this book is to provide 
some useful sNdies that may 
help in that effort.” 

That is, of course, a laudable 
aim but what can be criticised 
is the limited range of case his- 
tories examined and how easy 
it is to forget after reading so 
many words the lessons it was 
hoped to learn. 

With the greatest respect to 
Donald Kagan’s obvious ana- 
lytical skills, it must be said 
that most readers, and review- 
ers for that matter, would 
appreciate a concise edition. 
However, one thing is certain, 
the author will be liberally 
quoted by future military his- 
torians. -BJ 
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‘Refute 
this slur 
on Army’ 
I MUST take issue with the 
remarks stated as facts by your 
reviewer JM about the morale 
of the Army after Dunkirk 
(Time CO Kill, Aug 18). 

I was at the affair and came 
out with my unit having gone 
to France with the BEF in Sep- 
tember of that year. 

Our morale after the battle 
was very high and all ranks 
were keen to have another go 
at the enemy because whenev- 
er we stood and fought we gave 
them a bloody nose. 

Everyone was aware that the 
withdrawal was the result of 
the collapse of our allies on 
both flanks. We were cold in 
the winter in UK in common 
with the civilian population, 
but not hungry, and the aver- 
age pay was above El a week, 
which anyway was not bad 
pocket money with beer at 4d a 
pint and fags at 10d for 20! 
Nobody lived for weeks with- 
out baths or clean clothes. 

Who is this man “Len 
Deighton”? Was he ever a sol- 
dier and if so, what unit? Ditto 
JM, who regards this book as 
“fact”. Who is he? 

The whole thing is a slur on 
the British Army and should 
be publicly refuted. - Maj 
(Retd) H E R Martin RA, 
Farnham, Surrey. 

JM, who SeNed postwar with 
the Royal Tank Regiment, stands 
by the interpretation in his review. 
Len Deighton. a former RAF 
National Serviceman, has written 
many acclaimed books about the 
Second World War, including 
Bomber, Fighter, and BllWrrieg, 

to the fail of Dunkirk. -Editor. 
which chronicled the rise of Hitler 

‘Use Gurkha statue 
money for pensions’ 
I READ the report (Aug 18) 
about the intended bronze 
Gurkha figure by Philip Jack- 
son with great concern, as I see 
it will cost about L250,OOO. 

The church at Howe Bar- 
racks, Canterbury recently 
sent a donation to the Gurkha 
Welfare Trust, which seeks to 
support former Gurkha Sew 
vlcemen living in Nepal with 
little or no means of income. 

The great majority of these 
are Second World War veter- 
ans who did not serve long 
enough to qualify for a Service 
pension. 

In a letter of thanks to me, Lt 
Gen Sir Sam Cowan wrote 
that over the past 12 months 

the number of pensioners to he 
supported has risen from 
10,500 to 11,200, all receiving 
LlO per month. 

This is likely to rise by 
another 4,000, while the pen- 
sion has had to rise by seven 
per cent this year to counter 
inflation in an impoverished 
country. 

Consequently the TNS~ is 
this year facing a L75,OOO 
shordall in income to meet its 
commitments. The National 
Lottery fund has declined to 
make a contrihution. 

We have a Gurkha rein- 
forcement company at the 1st 
Battalion, The Princess of 
Wales’s Royal Regiment, so I 

Write us a prize letter 
HOT under the collar? Want to 
take Issue on a serious topic? 
Need to settle a difference of 
opinion on a burning ques- 
tlon? 

Or do you just want to share 
a good story wlth thousands of 
other readers around the 
world? 

A s  ever. Soldier walcomas 

- 
We’d prefer them to be typed 
but If they are handwritten, 
please put names and address. 
es In block capitals (not neces- 
sarily for publication). 

A prlze wlll be awarded each 
month If we judge that a letter, 
serious So get wrltlngl or humorous, merits It. 

e Acceptance or rejection of 
letters is the decision of the 
Editor, who reserves the right to 
amend for length. clarity or style. 
Anonymous considered. letters will not be 

~~~ ~~~ 

your lettekiwhether you are 
an officar or other rank:  se^- 
Ing or clvvy; nine, 19 or W. 

All weask is that you keep 
them brief and to the polnt. 

know the high calibre and total 
loyalty of the Gurkhas today. 

Surely it would be a greater 
tribute by far to their brave 
forebears, who were there 
when we needed them most, to 
spend a quarter of a million 
pounds on meeting three 
years’ worth of shortfall, than 
placing a StaNe in London that 
none of them will ever see. - 
Rev J Ball, 1 PWRR, Can- 
terbury. 

TROOP FIT: 
FOR KING 

:m_ne,i -~-%*-.:> ,~<*~: 

IN JULY I had the honour to 
he invited to become a mess 
hand for the King’s Troop, 
Royal Horse Artillery and 
since I started I have enjoyed 
every day of my work. 

I have found all the troopers 
to be friendly and courteous at 
all times and, of course, dedi- 
cated to their duties. 

I am impressed by their pro- 
fessionalism, hard work, and 
first-class presentation. 

I would like to mention in 
particular the CO, Maj K M T 
Brooks, andhis officers, as well 
as RSM McKay. The whole 
troop has much to be proud of. 
- Julian Bell, London N W B .  
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End of a nightmare 
A VAST pile of rubble lying by the side of 
the junction is all that is left of the Catholic 
Church in the Bosnian town of Kupres. It is 
topped by a wooden cross stnmg with 
lights so it shines at night. 

The local priest has asked thaz it mt be 
cleared for ac least anotheryear. 

He wants it to stay as a reminder of the 
horrors the small town went rhmugb 
during the civil war. Not only was the 
church looted, shelled and blown apart, 
but the attackers dug up the foundations so 
there was no easy way of rebuilding. 

Surrounding hills and fields are strewn 
with mines, so children ride bikes and play 
games on a patch of grass in front of the 
community hall, a picture of normality 
which belies the fact that the square was 
once a mass grave for 28 bodies. 

Kupres remained on the confrontation 
line throuzhout the civil war and changed 

ruined virtually all the houses when they 
were finally forced to withdraw. 

Despite its horrific recent past, Kupres is 
a town with an air of confidence, thanks 
largely to the British Army, whose main 
supply route for the Multi-National Divi- 
sion (South West), Route Gull, runs past. 
It was because of Route Gull that the 
British Army decided Kupres was the logi- 
cal place to base a support squadron. 
So it is from the Wood Factory, across 
the road from the town, that the daily 
convoys fan out across the rest of thi 
country to supply other British bases. 

Since the camp opened at the 
beginnii of last year, units there have 
taken Kupres to their hearts. The list 
of projects carried out by soldiers, or 
which have been recommended by the 
community liaison officers and 
funded by the Overseas Development 
Administration (ODA), is a long one. 

Current occupiers of the wood 
Factory, 32 Brigade Support Squadron 
RLC from Abingdon, are no excep 
don and their G5 projects, as the task 
are known, are transforming the com- 
munity. In one soldier, Cpl Graham 
Holder, a section commander With the 
Combat Support Troop, the town has ~ 

found a particular champion. 
Cpl Holder, a father of two from 

Wellington in Somerset, spent his last tour 
of Bosnia in Sarajevo and promised himself 
if he ever renuned he would try and do 
something to help the children. Before 
arriving in Kupres, he travelled across the 
United Kingdom, appealing for teddy bears. 

He collected 1,000, gave one to each 
child at the town kindergarten and distrib- 
uted the remainder. And it was during his 
first visit to the kindergarten - a cheerful 
place paid for with ODA money and 
enlivened by murals painted by soldiers - 
that he realised the youngsters had 
nowhere to play outside. “It was a quag- 
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mire,’’ he recalled. “Full of rubbish, mud, 
diny nappies. I realised we could make a 
playground for virtually no money, just a 
bit of time and energy. 

“We started by taking down some of the 
trees, dug out the road, laid down hardcore 
and put up brightly-coloured fencing. The 
camp welder made swing frames (from 
Land Rover seats) and seesaws and I made 
a Wendy house.” 

The result was a resounding success and 
50 children use it constantly while at 
school. During the long summer holiday 
Cpl Holder could be seen tidying up and 
mowing the grass - when he was not 

involved with other aid projects in the town. 
British projects are obvious throughout 

Kupres, which now has a population of 
2,500 Croats, with 1,000 to come as more 
housing becomes available. The reinstalla- 
tion of electricity was staffed up the G5 
chain to HQ at Banja Luka, with much of 
the funding, on the recommendation of the 
Army, coming from the ODA. 

A Union flag on the gleaming window of 
the new bakery - the town’s first - pro- 
claims more ODA assistance. To the west is 
a quarry which produces quality aggregate. 
British funds paid for refurbishment to the 
mechanical separator which grades the 
aggregate. The town’s ambulance was 
donated by the South Yorkshire Metropol- 
itan Ambulance Service. 

Britain paid for an ultrasound scanner 
and refurbished the X-ray department. Cpl 
Holder organised British Army medics to 
go through all the medical supplies, sorting 
out what was safe and what was not. 

Other projects in which 32 Bde Sp Sqn is 
involved are schemes to improve the 
sewage system, develop a veterinary prac- 
tice, refurbish a courtroom, set up a com- 
pany to supply windows for houses being 
rebuilt, and refurbish a school gymnasium. 

The pile of rubble which was once a 
church remains, but with the help of British 
soldiers like Cpl Holder, and the ODA, life 
is slowly returning to some semblance of 
normality in Kupres. There is hope. 
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COOKHOUSE 

These pictures are from 
our Frank Finch cartoon 
archives. Find ten deer- 
ences in detail and you 
could be E50 richer or win 
a new book. Circle the 
Werences in the bottom 
picture, cut out the whole 
panel, add your name and 
address and send to 
HOAY 670, soldier, 
Ordnance Road, Aldershot 
G u l l  2DU by October 3. 
Do not indude anything 

Ne- (Gwemnidsardmsnkoruae) 

else in your envelope. 
More than one entry can 
be submitted butphoto- 
copies cannot be accepted. 
The first correct entries 
drawn will be the winners. 
No correspondence of any 
kind can be entered into. 

The names of the 
winner of the E50 first 
prize (awarded and two book runners-up prizes) will 

be announced in the 
November issue. 

Address: 

Competltlon No 667 (Aug 4 Issue): First correct entry 
drawn was from Mrs Sfirah Hlll, of Swansea, who wins S O .  
Book prlzes go to runners-up Mal (Retd) R A  Hill, ot Meiton 
Mowbray, Lelcs, snd Mr B J Danlels, of Stroud, Glos. The 
ten dlfferances were: Top of dumper; scaffoldlng: “E” In 
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End of a nightmare 
A VAST pile of rubble lying by the side of 
the junction is all that is left of the Catholic 
Church in the Bosnian town of Kupres. It is 
topped by a wooden cross stnmg with 
lights so it shines at night. 

The local priest has asked thaz it mt be 
cleared for ac least anotheryear. 

He wants it to stay as a reminder of the 
horrors the small town went rhmugb 
during the civil war. Not only was the 
church looted, shelled and blown apart, 
but the attackers dug up the foundations so 
there was no easy way of rebuilding. 

Surrounding hills and fields are strewn 
with mines, so children ride bikes and play 
games on a patch of grass in front of the 
community hall, a picture of normality 
which belies the fact that the square was 
once a mass grave for 28 bodies. 

Kupres remained on the confrontation 
line throuzhout the civil war and changed 

ruined virtually all the houses when they 
were finally forced to withdraw. 

Despite its horrific recent past, Kupres is 
a town with an air of confidence, thanks 
largely to the British Army, whose main 
supply route for the Multi-National Divi- 
sion (South West), Route Gull, runs past. 
It was because of Route Gull that the 
British Army decided Kupres was the logi- 
cal place to base a support squadron. 
So it is from the Wood Factory, across 
the road from the town, that the daily 
convoys fan out across the rest of thi 
country to supply other British bases. 

Since the camp opened at the 
beginnii of last year, units there have 
taken Kupres to their hearts. The list 
of projects carried out by soldiers, or 
which have been recommended by the 
community liaison officers and 
funded by the Overseas Development 
Administration (ODA), is a long one. 

Current occupiers of the wood 
Factory, 32 Brigade Support Squadron 
RLC from Abingdon, are no excep 
don and their G5 projects, as the task 
are known, are transforming the com- 
munity. In one soldier, Cpl Graham 
Holder, a section commander With the 
Combat Support Troop, the town has ~ 

found a particular champion. 
Cpl Holder, a father of two from 

Wellington in Somerset, spent his last tour 
of Bosnia in Sarajevo and promised himself 
if he ever renuned he would try and do 
something to help the children. Before 
arriving in Kupres, he travelled across the 
United Kingdom, appealing for teddy bears. 

He collected 1,000, gave one to each 
child at the town kindergarten and distrib- 
uted the remainder. And it was during his 
first visit to the kindergarten - a cheerful 
place paid for with ODA money and 
enlivened by murals painted by soldiers - 
that he realised the youngsters had 
nowhere to play outside. “It was a quag- 
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mire,’’ he recalled. “Full of rubbish, mud, 
diny nappies. I realised we could make a 
playground for virtually no money, just a 
bit of time and energy. 

“We started by taking down some of the 
trees, dug out the road, laid down hardcore 
and put up brightly-coloured fencing. The 
camp welder made swing frames (from 
Land Rover seats) and seesaws and I made 
a Wendy house.” 

The result was a resounding success and 
50 children use it constantly while at 
school. During the long summer holiday 
Cpl Holder could be seen tidying up and 
mowing the grass - when he was not 

involved with other aid projects in the town. 
British projects are obvious throughout 

Kupres, which now has a population of 
2,500 Croats, with 1,000 to come as more 
housing becomes available. The reinstalla- 
tion of electricity was staffed up the G5 
chain to HQ at Banja Luka, with much of 
the funding, on the recommendation of the 
Army, coming from the ODA. 

A Union flag on the gleaming window of 
the new bakery - the town’s first - pro- 
claims more ODA assistance. To the west is 
a quarry which produces quality aggregate. 
British funds paid for refurbishment to the 
mechanical separator which grades the 
aggregate. The town’s ambulance was 
donated by the South Yorkshire Metropol- 
itan Ambulance Service. 

Britain paid for an ultrasound scanner 
and refurbished the X-ray department. Cpl 
Holder organised British Army medics to 
go through all the medical supplies, sorting 
out what was safe and what was not. 

Other projects in which 32 Bde Sp Sqn is 
involved are schemes to improve the 
sewage system, develop a veterinary prac- 
tice, refurbish a courtroom, set up a com- 
pany to supply windows for houses being 
rebuilt, and refurbish a school gymnasium. 

The pile of rubble which was once a 
church remains, but with the help of British 
soldiers like Cpl Holder, and the ODA, life 
is slowly returning to some semblance of 
normality in Kupres. There is hope. 
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ROYAL AIR FORCE 

Close-quarter action in the taekwon-do competition at Bulford Camp 

How’s that 
for starters? 
ARMY teams produced con- 
vincing results at the inaugural 
Inter-Service martial arts com- 
petition held at Land Com- 
mand’s School of Physical and 
Recreational Training at Bul- 

Hosted by the Army, the 
fond camp. 

In brief 
The I998 Army, Land Command 
and Territorial Army orlentearing 
championships are to be heid in 
the Longmoor Training Camp 
area near Bordon, Hants, over 
the weekend May 8-10, The 
event has been brought forward a 
weekto avoid dashing with the 
Harvester Trophy rehys 
Enquines 10 Lt Col R A Mount 
REME, School of Equipment 
Support (Army), ArbolHeld, Read- 
ing RG2 9NJ (tel725 2757). 

The Inter-Service mountain 
bike cmss-countty and downhill 
championships are to be held at 
Bulford Campon October 11-12 
Entry details from WO2 (RQMS) 
Dennison Bulford MII (732) 2772. 

Vosper momycroff IS to 
sponsor the Army Rugby Union 
inter-cop ten-a-side wrnpebtion 
at Havant Rugby Club. Hants on 
September 10. 

The Royal Welch Fusiliers 
are to sponsor the Wrexham and 
Oislnct Youth Football League 
Under 16 Challenge cup. A 
trophy has been presented to me 
league by Brig Oavid Ross, 
Colonel of the regiment. 
36 

championships involved the 
Royal Air Force in two main 
events, karate and taekwon-do. 

Each discipline was dwided 
into individual fighting, team 
fighting, team kata in karate 
and patterns in taekwon-do. 

With civilian officials 
brought in to see fair play, the 
Army squad won six of the 
eight heats in the individual 
fighting events. But two RAF 
competitors, Flt Lt Paul AUi- 
son and Cpl Boast, made it to 
the semi-iinals, and Allison 
went on to beat CEn Craig 
Hadley rn a close !inal. 

The taekwondo individual 
compention was closer, with 
the title hinging on the last 
match when SSgt Alan Bissett 
be8tACplTilloftheRAFina 
contest featuring very different 
styles of combat. While Bissett 
favoured his feet, Till relied 
heavily on his skill with his 
hands. 

The kata trophy went by a 
narrow margin to the three- 
man Army team led by SSgt 
John Gilliland whlle the taek- 
won-do pattern competition 
was won by rhe RAF. Sig Pam 
Hardy, the sole female in the 
championships, led the Army 
trio. 

Both karate and taekwon-do 
team fighting events were won 
with something to spare by the 
Army even though Flt Lt Alli- 
son again won his matches. 

Army in the 
driving seat 
CRUSHING wns over the 
Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy at Aldershot allowed the 
Army to retain the Inter-Set- 
vices cricket cmwn with some 
conviction, writes Rupm 
Ross-Hmt. 

The margins of victory in 
both games were emphauc. 

On the first day of the three- 
day tournament, the RAF put 
the Royal Navy in on a surpris- 
ingly hard wicket given the tor- 
rential rain in previous days 
and at one point bad the 
matelots all at sea at 66-6. 

BATLINO TAIL 
But the experienced Piers 

Moore and Andy Procter put 
on 50 before the tail battled 
through the 55 overs to post 
what was, in the circum- 
stances, a very respectable 

After a memorable 14-bali 
opening over from Moore, the 
airmen were soon in trouble 
themselves, slumping to 544. 
Their batsmen continued to 
6nd ways to be dismissed and 
the side was bowled out for 
162 in the 5lstover, givingthe 
Navy victory by 30 runs. 

The Army began their 
defence of the title with a six- 
wicket win over the W, 
thanks largely to their trio of 
spinners backedup by accurate 
seam bowling. 

192-9. 

The prolific RAF openers, 
Bray and Lumb, fell cheaply to 
Capt Jim Cotterill and LCpl 
David Matthews, and the 
middle order lost its way 
against high-class bowhng 
from Capt James Can-Smith, 
Cotterill and Matthews, before 
Capt Paddy Logan and Capt 
Ben Lungman cleaned up the 
tail. The Army’s fielding was 
o u t s t a n d i n g  
and their was an 
impressive dis- 
play behind the 
stumps from 
Cpl Tony Pick. 

During his 
innings of 26, 
Flt Lt John 
&dell passed 
4,000 runs in 
RAF cricket, a 
m i l e s t o n e  
achieved by CaflJames very few Service Carr-Smith: outstanding 

cricketers. bowllng 

Cbris St George scored an 
undefeated 48 as the Army 
overhauled the RAF total in 
the 49th over. His knock, taken 
with some astute captaincy, 
earned him the Man of the 
Match award. 

Heavy overnight rain pene- 
trated the covers, delaying the 
third day start until after lunch 
and reducing the Army-Navy 

m 

Skipper Capt 

I ‘  

‘ I  

Waiting game: Cpl Tony Pick has a breather an Capt Jlm Catterlll pm- 
pares for the nexl delivery In the Army’s champlonshipdecldlng 
game agalnst the Royal Navy. In&. Sgt Nick Palmer works the ball 
away to leg agalnet the Royal Alr Force. He went on to make 25 

decider to a 45-0ver a side con- 
test. 

Cotterill overcame the prob- 
lems posed by a drying and 
two-paced pitch to top score 
with 52. St George, Sgt Nick 
Palmer and Pick ran them- 
selves out before Capt Ian 
Fielding, in his last game for 
the Army, took them to a get- 
table 171-8. 

After Sig Keith Ford had 

wvers I 

bined Services championships 
staged at HMS Tememire, 
Portsmouth. 

In the Inter-Services, team 
coach SSgt Amos Greenfield 
(att MTWG) and Capt Chris- 
&an Munro (2 RTR) were 
e s t  and second in the spring- 
board event. Greenfield also 
won the Mike Kempson 
Tmphy for the highest scoring 
dive - an inward 2% somer- 
saults in the tucked position 
which earned him 55.35 
points - and was first in the 

GtLe women’s events, sgi . 
Amanda Davies (MCTC) 
dominated off the spring- 
board, closely followed by 
new girl App Lizzy Brown, 
who went on to win the high- 
board as Davies stood aside. 
Cpl Pauia Rowan came a ter- 
rific second. 

The Combined Services, 
the major event of the diving 
year, turned out to be some- 
thing of an anti-climax as the 
Army continued to dormnate. 
Greenfield was first in the 

ARMY divers swept the board highboard. Kgn Dave Cox ( I  springboard and the high- 
at the Inter-Service and Com- board, with the British Police 

f i s h i n g  second and third 
respectively. 

Cpl Andy Broad earned his 
CS colours with a third place 
in the springboard and Sgt 
Darren Wilcock was second 
in the highboard, an achieve- 
ment which secured Ius 
colours. 

Lizzie Brown and Cpl 
Nicki Brown dominated the 
women’s springboard and 
Rowan was second in the 
highboard behind the RAF’s 
Cpl Gaye Williams. 

K i n d  was second. 

taken a smart catch off Cotter- 
ill, Carr-Smith took charge. 
His figures of 3-17 from nine 
overs speak for themselves, and 
with Langman also impressive 
in taking 3-1 1 in four overs, the 
Navv were rushed to defeat in 

I 
the i4th over. 

Given the conditions, the weather and the secretary. And 
groundstaff produced three the standard of lunches and 
suprisingly good, hard tracks teas was outstanding. Roll on 
under pressure from the nextsummer. 

Going Dutch pays off 
A WEEK before the Inter-Ser- 
vices cricket tournament, an 
Army team travelled to Hol- 
land to enhance team spirit 
and take on high-class opposi- 
tion in the form of VRA Ams- 
terdam and HBS The Hague. 

BA@) prowded transport 
and two good cricketers to 
make up the numbers. 

Amsterdam, who include a 
few South Afsican profession- 
als in their hne-up, were 
bowled out for 190 in the 47th 
over of a 50-over game and the 
Army won comfortably by six 
wickets. Former Army skipper 
Richard Greatorex and Capt 
Adrian Grinonneau each 

scored 43, and LCpl Stephen 
Hole (38) and Capt Chris St 
George (37 not out) saw the 
tourists home in the 31th over. 

St George (98 not out) and 
Hole (67) laid the foundations 
for an respectable total of 234- 
6 against a very strong HBS XI 
including Holland% most pro- 
lific internation batsmen and 
more South Africans. 

After losing an early wicket, 
the Dutch side prospered 
against the quicker Army 
bowlers until Capt James Cam- 
Smith and LCpl Dave 
Matthews applied the brakes. 
That was the prelude to Capt 
Ben Langman producing one 

Bray b Conerill 25 
Lumb c Ford b Matthews 5 
Riddell run out 26 
Sperty run out 5 
Cartmell Ibw Cam-Smith 0 
Phillips ct Fielding b St George 4 
Myen b Langman 23 
Aunger b Logan 15 

2 Turner ct Pick b Logan 
Singleton not out 14 
Whybom run out 3 

Extras 20 
TW(Tor1Ow6,445Overs) 140 

Lqan 1&141-~:  cdtenllIl42&1; 
hkdlhews 114141: CanSmlm 11- 
614-1; St Gexgs 61-22-1: Lanp 
mM 5502C-1. 

ARMY 
Coitenll run out 52 

5 Palmer ct and b Sperry 

Fielding not out 7 

Ford, hgman. Matthews, Cam- 

Pickctlumb bsperry 7 

Wilby St George ct Aunger nM out b Phillips 48 15 

Extras rofa/(for4wts,48.4arers) 143 20 

SmIlA and Logan dki not bat. 
Tumer 10 4-2-27-0 Whybarn 11- 

1-240: -7-1-23.2; b y 3 4 5  
0. 

Anny won by6Wckets 
ARMY 

Cottenll ct Slocombe b Owen 52 
Pick nm out 7 
Palmer run out 5 
St George run out 29 
Ford cl and b Owen 0 
Wilby run out 15 
Fielding st Bun b Owen 26 
Langman ctFalmer b Owen 5 
Carr-Smith not out 4 
Matthews not out 4 

mr&s 24 
Logan Totai(for did 8 not wts, bat. 45 overs) 171 

Miles SQ230; Pinder 6012-0; 
Prcder 4031-0; Sommbe 6032- 
O,OwenS1-354; Mwre61-260. 

ROYAL NAVY 
Owen ct Ford b Cotterill 25 
Berry Ibw Can-Smith 5 
Falconer b Carr-Smith 0 
BUrt ct Lagan b Matthew6 25 
MOOW N n  QUt  0 
Needham b CarrSmith 7 
Toogood b Langman 9 
Procter b Langman 12 
Pinder run out 3 

1 Slocombe b Langman 
Miles not out 0 

Extras 6 
rota(foriow6,33.4overs) 101 

Logan 5013.0; colmm 9.2-141: 
m-sm SI-17-3;  att thews a+ 

Annywonbymrum 

of his inspired spells. He took 
5-36 off nine oven after being 
h ~ t  for 19 off his first three, as 
The Hague team were bowled 
out for 202 in the 43rd over. 

The value of the tour was 
co&med a few days later 
hack at Aldershot where the 
A m ~ y  retained the Inter-Ser- 
vices title with some ease. 

37 

1-37-1; Langman 4-1-11-3. 



Gunners’ 
strong 
bid seen 
off by 
REME 
THE largest ever Army Sailing 
Association windsurfing fleet 
assembled at Portland Har- 
bour when 78 sailors turned up 
for the three-day 1997 champi- 
onships. 

Although winds never got 
above 12 knots, there were 
close races at all levels and the 
Royal Artillery made a con- 
vincing attack on the Inter- 
Corps Trophy. 

However, it was the REM 
squad who, from the first race, 
bad their six sailors in the top 
20 and went on to consolidate 
that lead in each of three races. 
In the final corps event they 
managed to get all SIX in the 
first 12 to establish the biggest 
winning margin on record. 

The gunners were represent- 
ed by 47 Regiment’s Thorney 
Island team who sailed well but 
lacked the strength and experi- 
ence of their rivals. The Royal 
Signals dropped out of the top 

Sporting 
ethos was 
the winner 
EX-BRITISH Lions captain 
Willie John McBride was in the 
stands at Ravenhill rugby 
ground, Belfast to cheer on 
teams from Northern Ireland 
Combined Services and an 
Ulster Development XV. 

The match, which raised 
L1,OOO for the 3rd Battalion, 
The Royal Irish Regiment’s 
Blair Mayne Memorial Trust 
Fund, was won 22-3 by the 
Ulster team. 

Lt Col Paddy Blair Mayne, 
cm Irish rugby international 
and one of the most highly dec- 
orated officers of the Second 
World War9 served with the 
Royal Ulster Rifles. 

Recipient of the money will 
be a young aspiring rugby 
player in the Province. 

The match was hosted by 
Portadown-based 3 R Irish. 
3a 

All at aea: competltors Involved in close racing during the ASA wlndsuIflng champlonships at Portland 

two for the first time, the RE 
were fourth and the RLC fifth. 
REME B won the trophy for 
the second string teams. 

Capt Jonathan Coleman 
(ATR Bassingbourn) stamped 
his skill on the fleet, Winning 
three of the four individual 
races and retaining the overall 
championship for the second 
year. 

Although he is threatening 
to spend more time coaching 
and less racing next year, a third 
challenge is not out of the 

question, in light winds at least. 
The lightweight fleet was 

won by Maj Tim Sands (Army 
App College) with Gnr Ian 
Beaton (47 Regt RA), last 
year’s novice champion, in 
second place one point behind. 

There was a close battle in 
the heavyweight fleet between 
windsurfing’s grand old man, 
Maj Dave Gilchrist, Bdr Mick 
Greasley and S S g t  Norman 
Fmnigan. Only two points sep- 
arated them. The super-heavy 
honours were taken by Capt 

Eddie Comgan, who is about 
to start a two-year tour in 
Kathmandu. In second place 
was Cpl Richie Townsend. 

A solid 17 knots offshore on 
the second day was a wind- 
surfer’s dream, but not safe for 
the novice fleet so their result 
was based on one day of racing. 
As the main fleet sailed out to 
the start the wind dropped to a 
sad and shifty eight knots, 
leading to very tactical sailing 
for those who could read the 
wind-slufts. 

Action from the Blair Mayne rugby match hosted by3 R Irish 

Tour puts 
team in 
good form 
A SIX-DAY tour of Germany 
produced some excellent 
results for the Army bad- 
minton team. 

In the first match, at Rhem- 
dahlen against British Forces 
Germany, the teams were level 
at 8-8 with one to play. Pte 
Cindy Dougherty and S 5  
Andy Ball won it 2-0 to secure 
vinory for the tourists. 

A convincing 12-5 victory 
was recorded over a local 
German club before the Army 
players took on a very athletic 
team of Dutch teenagers. 
Although many of the matches 
could have gone either way, the 
Dutch won 13-4. 

Among several very good 
performances which boded 
well for the Inter-Services, Sig 
Mhairi Mdntosh lost only one 
of her nine games on tour. 
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