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Medal man: Cpl Levi
Ashley (25), 27 Regi-
ment RLC, received his
fifth medal in eight
years of Army service
during a parade in
Aldershot. His medals,
(left to right) are for ser-
vice with the UN in
Cyprus, the Gulf,
UNPROFOR in former
Yugoslavia (twice),
Angola and IFOR in
Bosnia. See Page 7
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37 Win £50 ‘ CSgt Peter Humphreys, B Coy, 1 RWF . . . frequently under fire in the dangerous Gorazde
enclave. His is only the second of the recently-introduced Conspicuous Gallantry Crosses to
44 Sport be awarded. The full story of his cool-headed leadership while under fierce attack, and other
N ) Bosnia, Northern Ireland and Angola awards and honours, appears in Page 14-15.
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WoK CAR?

Buying your next car from Natocars is as easy as ordering a chinese. Just pick up the phone, choose from a varied
menu, seek expert advice on content, place your order and in no time it's ready to collect or have delivered.

Tasty!

Naturally, it's good to 'eat' around sometimes - spice of life and all that - but none of us like to be taken for a ride. And when the
fare can cost £10,000 or more, your taste buds may never recover!

Fortunately, the recipe for successful car buying is available and being served daily at Natocars.

Perfected over 30 years, we give customers a no-risk menu of services that guarantee an enjoyable, hassle-free experience. Value
that only the best ingredients can provide.

56 people will pander to your every need. Each model on the card (over 1,000) has a special discount tax free or paid. Many have
additional bonuses and you can choose from our factory fresh stock or have your car prepared to order.

You can even bring your own and we'll pay a very good price for it!

Should you wish to top up the budget, Natocars provide a choice of finance plans, plus deferred payments for your discounted
insurance premium. Plus, the full service also applies to our guaranteed quality range of used cars.

And, if you like cream on it, we'll even deliver to your door.
Easy? Of course!

So, don't end up in the frying pan, just PHONE - FREE shown * - fax or post the coupon and we'll satisfy your
appetite for your next car.

FREEPHONE FROM

*Germany- 01 3085 9806. *Holland- 06022 9806. *Belgium- 0800 14310.
Other areas- 01278 455555. Fax- 01278 450396.
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The Rat
bows
out of
Bosnia

REIGN of the Rat in the
British-led brigade area of
Bosnia came to an end this
month when Brig Richard
Dannett and his staff prepared
to return to Germany and
handed over area responsibility
to 1 Mechanised Brigade from
Tidworth.

As the flag bearing 4th
Armoured Brigade’s Black Rat
came down, it was replaced by
the Triangle which is the
symbol of its successor.

Commanded by Brig Brian
Plummer, 1 Mech Bde is
breaking new ground by arriv-
ing in theatre as a complete
brigade.

“QOver the next eight or nine
months most of the brigade’s
units, except the 1st Royal
Tank Regiment, are coming to
Bosnia,” he said. The 1st Bat-
talions of The Queen’s Lan-
cashire Regiment and The
Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters Regiment are already
in theatre.

“We had an excellent han-
dover from 4 Brigade at the
end of their six-month tour
and I felt that all its members
had done an outstanding task
through appalling weather and
in difficult circumstrances,”
said Brig Plummer.

“They really saw through the
bulk of the change from UN to
IFOR operations and took
Operation Resolute up to the
critical four-month phase and
into unchartetred waters.”

He said he was enormously
impressed by the attitude and
sense of endeavour among the
men under his command.

Soldier found shot

SIG Andrew Martindale of 7
Regiment, Royal Signals based
in Germany was found dead
from a single shot to the head
while serving in his vehicle
with the ARRC tactical head-
quarters at Visegrad in Bosnia.

Off to the States: Pipe Maj Alastair Mackintosh
(centre) of the 1st Battalion, The King’s Own Scot-
tish Borderers, with Pipers Kevin Turnbull and
Sandy Murdoch, puts in some practice at Fort

Whiterock, West Belfast. They and other pipers
and drummers from the battalion will be taking
part in one of the United States’ largest military tat-
toos in Washington next month

From Laurie Manton in America
MORE than 53,000 British
and American troops are
involved in Exercise Purple
Star, the largest combined US-
UK deployment since the Gulf
War.

Units from Britain were

deployed to 19 military instal-
lations and training areas
across five American states.

Of the 12,000 British sol-
diers involved, 3,800 are from
Aldershot-based 5 Airborne
Brigade. There is a similar
number from 3 Commando

0

Already in the States: An all-terrain vehicle of 29 Commando Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery drives through a McDonald’s in Blackstone, Vir-
ginia during training for Exercise Purple Star. British troops taking
part in the huge land, sea and air exercise were visited by Defence
Secretary Michael Portillo during a trip to America for talks with his
defence counterpart in the US administration, Dr Bill Perry

Brigade, including Royal Engi-
neers, Royal Artillery and
Royal Logistic Corps person-
nel.

About 270 Territorial Army
soldiers, many from the 10th
and 4th Battalions, The Para-
chute Regiment (V) are sup-
porting 5 Brigade.

Key elements of the new
Joint Rapid Deployment Force
— 5 and 3 Brigades — are using
Purple Star to test the forma-
tion’s even newer permanent
headquarters at Northwood.

A massive tented city has
been put up at Cherry Point
Marine Corps Air Station in
North Carolina. It houses
5,500 British soldiers, 1,500 of
whom will take part in an air-
borne assault on Fort Bragg.

On one end of the runway,
groups of paras have been
going through their anti-tank
and heavy machine gun drills.
British soldiers exchanged
their SA80 weapons for US
Marine Corps MI16 rifles
during- cross-training on the
ranges.
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BLESMA

BRITISH LIMBLESS EX-SERVICE MEN’S ASSOCIATION

AREYOU ELIGIBLE FOR HELP?

SOLDIER

Magazine of the British Army

We know it's good
because you tell us it is!

"First may I congratulate you on a superb publi-
cation ... It is well presented, informative and
supportive of the British Army. I have sub-
scribed for a year ... and look forward to receiv-
ing my next edition." - MD, Bristol.

BLESMA is a National Charity specifically for limbless
Ex-Service men and women. The Association also accepts

responsibility for the dependants of its members and, in particular, "l would like to compﬁment you on the excellence of
i ——— your magazine. The articles provide wonderful insight
BLESMA wants to help 5,000 more eligible men and women. into the operation of the Army and the ordinary sol-

The Association promotes the welfare of men or women who
have lost a limb or limbs or one or both eyes as a result of service
in any branch of Her Majesty’s Forces or Auxiliary Forces and to

dier's life. The photography is exceptional and
enhances the stories. Every two weeks | go to the

assist needy dependants of such Service limbless. local "British Shop" and usually read every word as
soon as | get home. Keep up the good work." - GLG,
BLESMA CAN HELP: Peterborough, Ontario

Provide permanent residential and convalescent holiday
accommodation through its two nursing and residential Homes
at Blackpool and Crieff in Perthshire.

"On a recent trip to England, Scotland and
Wales I was fortunate enough to purchase
a couple of issues of your outstanding mag-
azine. I found it well laid-out, easy to read
and very informative. I was wondering if ...
subscription info was available." - DBW,

Provide financial assistance to Members and Widows in the form
of Grants.

Assist in finding suitable employment for Amputees.

Furnish advice on Pensions, Allowances, makes representation
to Government Departments on individual entitlements and,

where necessary, represent Members and their dependants at Edmonton, Alberta.
Pensions Appeal Tribunals.
A LEGACY MEANS A LOT I would like to subscribe to SOLDIER and
TO THE LIMBLESS enclose my cheque/PO (£ sterling only) for:
Help the disabled by helping BLESMA with a donation now and One year: £23.00 UK L]
a legacy in the future. We promise you that not one penny will £32.20 OVERSEAS D
b d.

T £13.80 BFPO O]
For further information contact: Two years:  £40.00 UK L]
HQ BLESMA, Dept. SDR RS OONTIRRENS b ti[:_;l
I:;anklan: Moore House, L T A S S T S it e

REAT T9gR Row. e TR AR o NP il IO S

Chadwell Heath, Romford,
Essex RM6 6NA

Telephone: 0181 590 1124 Fax: 0181 599 2932 Return to: SOLDIER,
Registered as a Charity under the - Subscriptions Department, Ordnance Roac_i, -

Charities Act. 1960. No. 207621 ~ Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU
Tel: 01252 347353
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Russ Jenkins.

Two hundred men and women received up to

Sheffield
sappers
earn full
marks

for effort

MORE than 60 members of
Sheffield-based Territorial
Army unit 73 Engineer Regi-
ment worked non-stop for 24
hours preparing landing pads
for the RAF’s Harrier war-
planes — earning praise from
NATO’s top brass along the
way.

The manoeuvres at RAF
North Luffenham in Leicester-
shire, were part of crucial

Medals galore: Six soldiers serving with 27 Trans-
port Regiment RLC display the medals they
received during an extraordinary parade in their
Aldershot base. They are (back, from left) Pte Jim
Hobbs, Cpl Jim Lucking and Pte Andrew McMillan;
(front) Pte Nick Holland, Pte Nicola Brady and Pte

Picture: Gareth Griffiths

four medals each for operational services com-
pleted during the past 18 months. The parade was
taken by the regiment’'s Deputy Colonel-in-Chief,
the Duke of Gloucester. The medals presented
were the United Nations Bosnia Medal, the United
Nations Medal for Service in Angola, the Northern

Ireland Medal and the NATO Peace Implementa-

tion Force Medal for service in former Yugoslavia.

Qo i

Two of the highly-praise
and Spr Lesley Stevens

taxiways constructed by the
sappers had to be capable of

d Yorkshire

s i

Dean Bttersby

A

engineers: Sgt

room for error in constructing
the jump jet tactical landing
sites.

topics from Westminster

New move
on Saxon
tragedies

PAPERS relevant to inquiries into
two fatal accidents in Bosnia
involving Saxon vehicles have
come to light after being pre-
sumed lost, Armed Forces Minis-
ter Nicholas Soames said in a
Commons written answer.

The accidents occurred within
days of each other in Septem-
ber, 1994 and involved Saxons
from the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Gloucestershire, Berk-
shire and Wiltshire Regiment.
One soldier died in the first and
three in the second. Six others
were seriously injured.

Replying on April 29 to written
guestions from Dr David Clark,
Shadow Defence Secretary, the
minister said a board of inquiry
in Cyprus last year concluded
that both accidents were caused
by driver error.

The board, he said, had com-
mented that certain types of
documentation were not avail-
able to it because they were
thought to have been lost during
roulements of units in Bosnia.

It had now emerged that
some of the documents had
been sent to the coroner before
the board met and the MoD had
asked for them to be made avail-
able urgently for examination.

“Units deploying with Saxon
have generally been pleased
with how well it has fared,” Mr
Soames said.

B [

During Defence oral answers
on May 7, Mr Soames described
a review now taking place in the
MoD as “a drawing together of
strategic doctrine to reflect the
new joint operational structure
of the ministry . . . the establish-
ment of the new permanent joint
headquarters and the creation
of the joint rapid deployment
forces.”

e O

With plans for the British
Army to exercise in Poland and
Ukraine in September 1996,
talks over other possible training

training to prepare the regi- withstanding the aircraft’s 12- opportunities in central and
ment to carry out its role over- tonne downdraft. Any loose “Sheffield’s sappers are part eastern Europe are continuing.
seas. component has the potential to of the only TA unit to take on e N

Failure to “deliver the
goods” on time would have
spelt disaster on live opera-
tions, but the soldiers complet-
ed their task with time to spare.

The sectional alloy mats and

cause a catastrophe.

Air Chief Marshal Sir
Richard Johns, C-in-C Allied
Forces North West Europe,
and 73 Engineers’ Honorary
Colonel, said: “There is no

the vital role of supporting the
RAF abroad. They can only
train in their spare time, yet
they put in a performance that
any Regular Army unit would
have been proud of.”

After work to resolve braking
problems with the RB-44 heavy
utility truck, almost two-thirds of
the Army’s fleet of 800 are back
in service and the remainder are
awaiting minor modifications.
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A Have you, or anyone you know, been
e —e— featured in SOLDIER? If so, you can order

top quality reprints from our Photographic
Department.

All prices are inclusive of VAT and p&p:

3 7"x5".....£5.60 8"x6".....£7.50
5 12" x8".....£12.00

Digital Prints (up to A4 size)....£7.00

A O R R e 1
: °"'r::":::_°;i:$:;f7‘;7"]|;:]Ig;: g : Other sizes available on request.
Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to: i X
I 220 ookt Road, 5 Albons, Here ALL 40 : All enquiries please to:
o o e, | The Photographic Department,
R T AR R SR e | SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
: ............................................................................ I Aldershot’ Hants GUll 2DU
' ............................................... Tt Shchies TRy : Tel: 01252 347357 Mil: (722) 2357
L Please state your particular requirements below: | Fax: 01252 347358 MI] (722) 2358

“avrio GETTING LOST...

LTD can be tiring, embarrassing, frustrating, costly, even dangerous!
Don’t get lost, get a GPS. GPS enables you to pinpoint your exact position anywhere in
the world - day or night, in any terrain and whatever the weather. It tells you where you
are, where you were and where you should be going. It can also tell you how far vou are
from your destination and how long it will take you to get there.

GPS 2000
Available in lavlong OSGB or lavlong UTM. (Please specify which system you require when
ordering.) £229 (inc VAT & p&p)

New ...GPS 3000 (as supplied to IFOR, Bosnia)
As 2000 plus latlong OSGB, lat/long UTM,
Irish/Swedish/Swiss grid as standard. System also
includes carry case & vehicle mounting kit + 2 extra dis-
play screens + up to 200 saved landmarks

£279 (inc VAT & p&p)

New ...GPS 4000 (as supplied to
IFOR, Bosnia) o

As 2000 plus lavlong OSGB, lavlong UTM, é%ﬁ

Irish/Swedish/Swiss grid as standard. System also | 2 10%

includes carry case + 2 extra display screens + up 1o bags
200 saved landmarks, US Army user defined grid [ %

COMPASSES o F()}' fhe P?”()fC’SSIOFIﬂlS system (ideal for operations in remote areas).
LUNDHAGS - Mountain boots A e R
ORIENTEERING - Equipment Magellan Military GPS

TREKKER

i Lavlong UTM, OSGB & military grid referen ystem (3 options). NVG compatible
GPS CompaSS & NaVlgatOl‘ E and wa(erprnof.£5£9c(ci:::: eVAT& ;E;))
AVOCET® - Altimeters NEW US Predator GPS S used by US Armed Forces. Full spec as with Military

£595 (inc vat & p&p)

LAKOTA® — Knives
® . L GPS 2000/3000/4000 Accessory List & Night & Vision Systems
ETERNA i BanCUIdrS Heavy duty case DPM or Black — £26 Vehicle Mounting Kit - £24 Ex power module - £60
Night vision equipment monocular — £320 Lynx (inc 2 x lens + laser designator) - {496
G.P.S. Video ~ £18 US high quality monocular £1480(P&P included)

______________________ =l

For Brochures, contact the

Si’va Sal'é’S Oﬁ:’.(‘f . Do To order, please send a cheque/POVinternational money order made payable 1o d‘{)
. AVPRO Ltd (Dept Soldier), P O Box 9128, Acton, London W3 6GE.
Silva (UK) Ltd Tel: 01276 687720 Fax: 01276 63465
PO BOX 53’ Egham’ Surrey TW20 SSA L SRR T P S A (Ot O AR L T e T TN A e
L A e R e B b - o L e T
Tel: (01784) 471721 .................................. Postcode . g R S5 n Tl

BERE st wrp bttt L LR RS 11 H TR TR S e TR S

FaX: (01784) 47 1097 3 Delivery will be within 14 days from receipt of order, Priority is given to Forces serving in Bosnia.
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Newly formed: Maj Gen Philip Corp, Director Gen-
eral Equipment Support (Army), inspects soldiers
taking part in the formation parade of the School
of Electronic and Aeronautical Engineering at

Just the medicine

bines two REME trade schools: Electronic Engi-
neering, already at Arborfield, and Aeronautical
Engineering, re-located from Middle Wallop

to make hospitals

HOSPITAL care in the Ser-
vices has entered a new era
with the creation of a single
streamlined agency.

The Defence Secondary
Care Agency (DSCA), one of
several organisations under the
Surgeon General which will
run centralised medical ser-
vices, has close links with the
National Health Service and is
pledged to deliver “efficient
and effective” healthcare.

Two others, the Defence
Dental Agency and the Med-
ical Supplies Agency, were
formed earlier this year.

A fourth is expected to be
created to run 'training across
the Services, with a college to
be set up at what is now HMS
Dolphin submarine base in
Gosport, near the Royal Hos-
pital, Haslar, the DSCA’s core
hospital.

Clear aim of the DSCA, set
up with a -staff of 2,500 as a
direct result of the Defence
Costs Studies but part of a
longer-term evolution dating
from 1987, is to provide trained
medical personnel for the front
line,

To do this it admits it will
need to make up shortfalls in
staff, particularly among spe-
cialists. There is, for example,
a shortage of 12 anaesthetists

better

on the establishment figure of
39. DSCA uniformed person-
nel, some of whom are working
in field hospitals in Bosnia, will
retain their individual Service
identities.

Chief executive Ron Smith
said: “A charge levied in the
past against the MoD has been
that Service hospitals were
under-utilised. I intend that
such will not be the case in the
future.

“Defence Secondary Care is
now more closely integrated
with the NHS than ever before.
We cannot escape the effects of
the NHS internal market and I
intend, bluntly, to ‘cherry-
pick’ the best of practice, both
managerial and clinical, from
the NHS and others who deliv-
er healthcare in order to make
the DSCA as efficient and
effective as possible.”

Mr Smith said he would
publish clear waiting-time tar-
gets for all secondary care
patients.

The other agency hospitals
are the Duchess of Kent’s at
Catterick, the Princess Mary’s

at Akrotiri and the Rehabilita-
tion Unit at Headley Court in
Surrey.

The agency also runs three
MoD Hospital Units which
form part of NHS trusts at Ply-
mouth (Derriford), Peterbor-
ough and Frimley Park,
Surrey.

In addition, the agency pro-
vides about 150 staff to the
Health Alliance, which sup-
plies peacetime healthcare to
forces in Germany; operates
the RN Hospital in Gibraltar;
and runs small secondary care
facilities in Northern Ireland
and the Falklands.

The Defence Dental
Agency, largest employer of
career dental staff in the UK, is
treating 292,000 patients in
195 locations worldwide.

The  Medical Supplies
Agency is responsible for pro-
viding material to nearly 2,000
locations and maintains a
round-the-clock capability to
provide technical support and
life-saving products, including
blood in association with the
NHS.

MSA’s chief executive is
Brian Nimick, who retired as a
lieutenant colonel several years
ago after 24 years in logistics.

The new agencies aim to
save up to £40 million a year.

What the papers have been saying

Rapid fire: A new weapon has
shattered a record. The Defence
Research Agency said the elec-
tromagnetic rail gun had fired a
projectile at 2,300 metres a
second, about seven times the
speed of sound. A tank shell
moves at about 1,500 metres a
second. - Times

Humanitarian agencies
described the UN Inhumane
Weapons Convention confer-
ence, which ended without a
total ban on anti-personnel land-
mines, as a “dismal failure”. —
Independent

The SAS is setting up a “dis- |
closure committee” to ensure
past members of the regiment
who wish to write of their experi-
ences do not damage the effec-
tiveness of Britain’'s special
forces. — Times

Dukes
receive

Bradford
freedom

REGULAR soldiers from the
1st Battalion, The Duke of
Wellington’s Regiment joined
their Territorial Army counter-
parts from the 3rd Battalion in
marching through the centre of
Bradford with fixed bayonets
and flying their colours.

The 300 soldiers, led by the
Normandy Band and the
Corps of Drums of the 1st Bat-
talion, were exercising their
freedom of the city — trans-
ferred from the 3rd Battalion’s
predecessor, the former 70th
(West Riding) Field Regiment
Royal Artillery (Territorial
Army).

Just passing

GEN Sir Michael Rose, the
Adjutant General, took the
salute at the passing out parade
of Glasgow and Strathclyde
Universities Officers’ Training
Corps at Glasgow University.
He was in Scotland to attend a
meeting of the Army Board,
convened for the first time in
Edinburgh.
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EL-wynners

Awarded the Territorial Efficien-
cy Medal for completing 12
years' service in the Territorial
Army was Sgt Elwyn “H” Hig-
gins (left), currently employed
as a Sgt Vehicle Mechanic
Class 1 with 101 (London)
Engineer Regiment (EOD) (V).

Also presented with an
award at the same ceremony at
the unit's RHQ in Catford was
Sagt Fred Batten (lower left),
who received a fourth bar to his
Efficiency Medal. He is current-
ly the Recruiting and Pay
Sergeant at the regiment's
REME workshop, where both
are based. 0000000000000 0000000O0CFO

Unable to camouflage their obvious
enjoyment at seeing what the Army
is like at first hand, at Holcombe
Moor Training Camp, are school-
girls Kirsty Shanks and Elizabeth
Bayman.

Both pupils at Parkview School,
Cumbria, they were among
“recruits” taking part in School Chal-
lenger Day, an Army initiative which
provides students aged 11 to 14
with an insight into its workings.

A married couple have been
awarded Long Service and
Good Conduct Medals at
the same parade.

The pair in the news were
WO1 Gail Fletcher RADC
and husband WO1 Rick of
the Technical Training
Department, Catering
Group RLC, who received
their gongs from Maj Gen
Martin  White, Director
General Army Logistic
Services, at Aldershot’s
St Omer Barracks.

Rick and Gail met
when they were serving
in Germany in 1985.

-----’-’---1

r of distinction

Harry Foot, a wartime bomber pilot
and former civil servant, becomes
the first recipient of the newly-insti-
tuted Army Air Corps Association
silver medal.

The award, presented at Middle
Wallop by Brig Peter McQueen,
Association President and Director
Army Aviation, marked Harry's
many years of voluntary work in
organising and maintaining the
large and important archive housed
at the Museum of Army Flying.

Two British soldiers stationed at HQ
AFCENT (Allied Forces Central
Europe), located in Brunssum, the
Netherlands, show off the most
recent addition to their medal collec-
tions.

Lt Col George Young RA and Sgt
Andy Hill RE, both of whom had pre-
viously seen service in Bosnia, were
among AFCENT members recently
returned from a tour of duty with IFOR
in former Yugoslavia who were pre-
sented with the NATO medal by out-
going AFCENT Commander-in-Chief
Gen Helge Hansen, German Army.

traveller

Making the journey from South
Africa to Scotland was Chief ]
Nicholas Gcaleka, who claims to be the leader of the @
Xhosos tribe of Transkei. @
He had come to find the head of his great-great uncle ®
Hintsa, king of the tribe until his death in 1835, allegedly at ®
o

the hands of the 72nd Highlanders (later the Seaforth High-
landers).

However, he left the museum of the Queen’s Own High-
landers at Fort George, Inverness without his ancestor’s
head, but with the consolation of a Seaforth plaque present-
ed by museum chairman Maj Gen lan Robertson.

Picture: Cpl Shaun Lewis RLC

WINNERS

Members of the team
from Workshop
REME (V), Newport,
show off their awards
from their victory in the
Royal Monmouthshire
Royal Engineers (Mili-
tia)’s section competi-
tion held at
Crickhowell, Powys.
They beat off strong
challenges from the

Getting physical

It wasn't Hollywood, California but Holywood,
County Down, but PTIs from the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Green Jackets,
were stars for a day, watched by thousands of people across Northern Ireland

Not for the first time, Pte Steven Lockley (left) gives his col-

as they helped promote the latest series of TV's Soldier Soldier. . ) :
Wiﬁ}l( theﬁw isplocal television personality Julian Simmons (foreground) league Pte Saun Sinnott a helping hand, as they prepared to fly SRED 5 SO g
whom Cpl Lorraine Jackson (left), a PTI based at Lisburn with 15 Signai out on patrol in South Armagh with the 1st Battalion, The Duke of gger; st:]b-unlésfrtorln
: i : i r ) y
Regt, and Cpl Dean Williams (second left), put through the ropes and over Weslig“?éorgseﬁzs';ir:a Seuty oo oo i6 & Holekbus, st C;Tr:g%kag‘ardri;? 9
the wall on the Palace Barracks assault course. Also pictured are 2 RGJ unit bog when both were on foot patrol. Saun, weighed down by ki, Blamnnad aan Wioal

PTls Rin Glenn Palmer, Andy Roberts and Leighton Cooley. was up 1o his neck in mud when Steven managed to grasp his

hand before other soldiers manhandled the pair from the mire.




Togetherness: the radical way forward

| WAS talking to the Chairman of
the Association of RAF Wives not
long ago. She had just returned
from Cyprus where she found the
women in good heart. She also
expressed surprise that RAF and
Army wives had discovered that
they have more in common than
they thought.

Soon afterwards | was chatting
to a BFBS broadcaster in Cyprus
about a new women's group which
meets for coffee and to talk over
issues. It was generally thought to
be an excuse to chew over the
usual gossip, but it seems nothing
could be further from the truth.

The two conversations brought
home the way in which the life of
the Service wife has evolved. It is
no longer the case that women are
hanging about in the background
waiting to be told what to do.

Before anyone accuses me of
stereotyping | have to say that I'm
deliberately using generalisations.
There were always women who
stood up, determined to be heard,
while the vast majority of us lived

our lives quietly
around the con-
straints of the military.

In recent years,
however, we have wit-
nessed encouraging
developments in those
organisations which
support families. The
Association of RAF
Wives has gone from
strength to strength.
Acknowledging their
relationship with the
former Federation of Army Wives,
they have chosen a complemen-
tary approach to welfare matters.

FAW won the support of the mil-
itary hierarchy . . . and had the
courage to move with the times
and change its name to the Army
Families Federation.

The change, more than a desul-
tory nod of the head towards the
development of British society as a
whole, is significant.

The easy way would have been
for its members to bury their heads
in the sand. Certainly there would

have been many
women prepared to let
them do so. It is no
longer just the obedi-
ent wife who follows
her soldier husband.
There is a small but
increasing number of
men who are prepared
to take over the run-
ning of the household
while the woman in the
partnership pursues a
military career. There
are also military couples trying to
maintain a loving partnership while
serving their country. Some have
children.

If the Army is to continue to
attract the best recruits, there will
be people who want to share their
lives without being married. They,
too, will want support.

The FAW’s change of name is
part of a wider cultural change.
The newly-minted AFF will be
aiming to streamline the work. At
the last AGM delegates expressed
a desire to see the organisation

capitalise on what business would
call their “human resources”.

These resources are what you
and | call people. Among its mem-
bers the AFF has business consul-
tants, PR specialists, accountants,
teachers, IT consultants, man-
agers and health workers. | know
because | met them over lunch. All
are Army spouses.

The challenge is to keep them
interested in the organisation. The
first step has been taken with the
change of name. The next step,
encouraging young Army spouses
to believe that they can make a dif-
ference, is more difficult.

The Army community is becom-
ing ever more dispersed.

In Germany, families are finding
themselves housed well away
from their units. In Hong Kong they
are concerned about the imminent
changes. Life in Gibraltar, Belize,
Brunei and the Falklands presents
other challenges.

In Cyprus, it seems, the spous-
es are getting down to business.

Discussion groups are a great

Sky-high laun
for re-named |

Federation

THE ARMY Families Federation —
successor to the 14-year-old Fed-
eration of Army Wives — was inau-
gurated in style on May 3 when
balloons were released from its
branches in England, Scotland and
Wales and, further afield, in Ger-
many and Cyprus.

Each bearing the Federation’s
new yellow and blue colours, logo
and slogan (“The Voice of the Fam-
ilies”), the balloons were launched
by children as part of a prize-win-
ning race.

“The change of name demon-
strates that, in future, the AFF will
be representing all Army families,
whether the wife or husband is the
soldier, “ Cherry Milne, chairman of
the Federation worldwide, told Sol-
dier.

“Whether it is education, health
or housing, the majority of the
issues we take up concern the
family as a whole.”

And the future?

“Itis always hard to predict in the
Army what is going to happen in,
say, five years' time,” said Mrs
Milne, an Army wife for 25 years
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who has moved house 21 times
during that period.

“Times have been turbulent of
late, but hopefully there will now be
more people in longer postings.
The hot issue at the moment is the
sale of married quarters, but in a
year’'s time, that will have been
resolved.”

What will need to be tackled,
she added, are the medical con-
cerns of families following the clo-
sure of several military hospitals,
particularly when they and their
children needed secondary care.

“By the time a family gets to the
top of a waiting list in an area they
have previously moved to, it is
often the case that they will have
moved on, and will have to register
at another hospital.”

Launching the balloons at
Larkhill, Cherry Milne admitted to
assembled Federation members
and local mothers: “When | first
heard about the change of title,
having been associated with the
FAW for many years, | was not
enthusiastic, for purely protective
and selfish motives.

“ But the Army Families Federa-
tion is an extremely apt title for the
families we represent. The homes
we live in, the medical services and
schools we use concern the whole
family and not just the individual

“When the FAW started, its con-
cemns were not as far-reaching as
they are now: we have come a long
way as an organisation.”

The new federation, like its pre-
decessor, would be cost-effective,
she said, and, to encourage happy
families, would be “well worth
every penny.”

Local MP Robert Key, a long-
standing associate of the Federa-
tion, said that the change of title
represented “a new approach by
the Army, recognising that different
lifestyles now exist, especially with
the number of women involved in
important roles, including those in
Bosnia.”

® The Northern Ireland branch
launched itself at Lisburn with a
cake cut by administrator Janine
Carter and Col Trevor White, from
HQNI. Kate Hackett, branch direc-
tor, visited wives at Ballykelly.

Picture: Terry Champion

idea. Some years ago it was tried
in Germany, but the time wasn't
right.

When | was an Army wife,
women with ideas were regarded
with suspicion. They weren't play-
ing the game. | well remember a
brigadier (he shall remain name-
less) who theatrically and publicly
refused to shake my hand
because | worked . . . and worked
in the media to boot.

I'm fairly confident that wouldn’t
happen now.

In the intervening ten years we
have seen a sea change in the
way in which the Army views its
dependants. There may well be
pockets of ancient prejudice but,
as a generalisation, | really do
think that the Army accepts its
dependants as an integral part of
the package that is the Service
person.

Given that that is the case, |
hope the Army Families Federa-
tion not only takes advantage of
its human resources but builds on
its links with RAF and Royal Navy

families. If they do, can it be long
before we hear someone suggest-
ing that all three groups are
brought under one roof as a Ser-
vice families association? Would it
not be a good idea?

Of course there are cultural dif-
ferences and the approaches
taken to welfare issues are very
different, but in the conversations
| had with the chairman of the
Association of RAF Wives and my
colleague in BFBS Cyprus there
was one thought which struck a
chord.

They both said they were sur-
prised by the extent to which Air
Force and Army families had
common ground. Wouldn't it be
nice to see Service families
brought together in one large,
very powerful group?

.Or perhaps that's too radical a
thought for today.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO 786;
or c/o Soldier.

B Larkhill
& before the start of the balloon race

i and Cherry Milne, AFF chairman

launch: Pietured just

are (left to right) Robert Key (MP,

# Salisbury); Lady Wheeler (AFF
i president);

garrison children
Joshua Green and Steven Hewkin;

|
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Julie Williams, new Army Fami-
lies Federation District Co-ordi-
nator at Aldershot, prepares
to launch a balloon race with
children at the Clockhouse
Playgroup, North Camp.
Debbie Robertshaw, play-
group leader, organised a
coffee and cake social for the
families who came to take
part in the local re-launch of
the Army families’ organisation

Showtime
start for
branch in
Germany

THE ARMY Families Federation
in Germany got off to a grand,
albeit wet, start at the Rheindahlen
Show at JHQ with a poster compe-
tition for children and a raffle.

A questionnaire was devised to
canvass family opinion for the new
organisation — and with it the
chance to win free P & O ferry tick-
efs.

Denise  Chaganis, director
AFF(G), with the help of Lady
Walker and Mrs Miranda Drewry,
presided over the formal launch,
during which a cake, and glasses
of “bubbly” were shared by crowds
attending the show.

Introducing the new name, Mrs
Chaganis stressed the difficult
times families were facing during
the year-long tour in Bosnia, and
the role AFF would play in fighting
their corner.

As well as informing families
about the new organisation, the
AFF stand offered a range of
advice on housing, medical, bene-
fits, employment, training and edu-
cation issues.

13



3.4 U] 1! 5 OPERATIONAL HONOURS AND AWARDS FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE IN FORMER YUGOSLAVIA, NORTHERN IR

RWF colour
sergeant wins

second CGC
to be awarded

THE ONLY Conspicuous Gallantry
Cross awarded in the honours goes to
CSgt Peter Humphreys, a platoon
sergeant in B Company, 1st Battalion,
The Royal Welch Fusiliers based last
year in the dangerous Gorazde enclave.

He was involved in
several fire fights
during which he
showed a total disre-
gard for his own safety
in the interests of
others. His CGC is
only the second to be
awarded.

He was leading a
two-vehicle anti-snip-
ing patrol near
Gorazde when his
Saxon wvehicles were
engaged by Bosnian Serb machine guns.
He directed a heavy weight of fire on to
their positions, eventually silencing the
Serb guns after a fire fight that lasted on
and off for more than three hours.

There were no more attacks on the vil-
lage or UNPROFOR units that day, nor
for “a significant period” afterwards.

Five weeks later CSgt Humphreys was
commanding Saxons escorting an aid
convoy west of Gorazde when they came
under heavy attack from Serb bunkers.
All three Saxons were struck.

He gave orders to open fire and
formed his armoured vehicles into a pro-
tective shield in front of the aid lorries,
keeping the convoy moving until contact
was broken.

In all, CSgt Humphreys’s patrol
engaged nine Serb positions while suc-
cessfully escorting the aid vehicles to
safety in Gorazde.

CGC: CSgt Peter
Humphreys

‘Inspired’ leadership wins

OFFICERS and men involved in the most
dangerous tour so far undertaken by a
British unit in Bosnia have been cited for
medals for bravery, including the only
Conspicuous Gallantry Cross to be award-
ed and several Military Crosses.

Their commanding officer, Lt Col
Jonathan Riley RWF, is awarded the DSO
for his inspired leadership when his UN
Protection Force (UNPROFOR) unit was
cut off by the Bosnian Serb army in the
Muslim enclave of Gorazde.

Lt Col Riley’s force, based on the lst
Battalion, The Royal Welch Fusiliers which
he commanded, was tasked with maintain-
ing a weapons exclusion zone around the
town and with peacekeeping duties.

But following last May’s NATO air
strike designed to reinforce the exclusion
zone, Bosnian Serbs attacked a line of 1
RWF observation posts.

After a short fight, Lt Col Riley extract-
ed most of his men to safety. Thirty-three,
however, were captured and held hostage.
All were eventually released safely. During

MC: Cpl Simon Harvey, 1 D and D

DSO: Lt Col Jonathan Riley, CO 1 RWF

the following month the Bosnian Serbs
poured mortar and artillery shells into
Gorazde at the rate of between 300 and 500
rounds a day.

The fusiliers, trapped in their camp on

Igman attack

led

DSO for Gorazde force CO

the outskirts of the town, remained on the
highest alert for 26 days. They wore body
armour and helmets at all times, sustained
nine casualties from gunshot, mine and
mortar, and fired more than 10,000 rounds
in self-defence.

With no food or fuel getting through to
Gorazde for much of their tour, the
fusiliers were strictly rationed, cooking on
wood-fuelled stoves and walking when on
patrol. They received no mail for up to
eight weeks at a time.

At the end of the six-month tour, the 1
RWF force was ordered to withdraw in cir-
cumstances opposed by both the Bosnian
Serb and Bosnian Government armies.
Following a particularly fierce fire fight in
Gorazde, two renegades were killed in the
RWF camp. In a daring manoeuvre next
day, the battalion made a high-speed tacti-
cal march out of the pocket before either of
the warring armies could react.

“We made it in one to the Serbian border
and I can’t tell you what it felt like to cross
that frontier,” said Lt Col Riley at the time.

to MC award

MILITARY Crosses are awarded to Cpl
Simon Harvey, a section commander with
the 1st Battalion, The Devonshire and
Dorset Regiment, who led a fire team on
Mount Igman, and WO2 James Condon of
the 1st Battalion, The Argyll and Suther-
land Highlanders.

WO2 Condon directed NATO air
strikes against enemy tanks while under
heavy artillery, tank and small arms fire in
the Srebenica “safe” area, enabling Dutch
UN forces to withdraw safely.

His award is for services in the Srebenica
area between March and July last year.

Cpl Harvey saved the day when a Serb

Army unit attacked while he and his team
were protecting a party constructing an
observation post overlooking Serb positions.

Under mortar and machine gun fire, he
organised a withdrawal while returning fire
with his own machine gun in the sustained-
fire mode.

Only when all his men were safe did he
himself withdraw, moving over open
ground to make his escape. The following
afternoon the team was again attacked in
the same position, and again got away
unscathed.

It was the last time the OP was attacked
and it was completed shortly afterwards.

ELAND AND ANGOLA

Bar to DSO: Lt Gen Sir Rupert Smith

Courage of
a general

LT GEN Sir Rupert Smith is awarded a bar
to the Distinguished Service Order for his
outstanding leadership of the United
Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) in
former Yugoslavia during 1995.

In command of 27,000 personnel from
19 nations, he was the author of the NATO
air campaign which led directly to the
cease-fire and subsequent Dayton Peace
Accord.

The citation says Gen Smith, now GOC
Northern Ireland, deserved “conspicuous
recognition” for his personal courage,
both physical and mental, in the Bosnia
theatre of operations.

J One of the most high-
profile officers to have
served in Bosnia, Lt Col
Gary Coward AAC (pic-
tured), is appointed OBE.
Military spokesman for UN
Forces, he provided brief-
ings and explanations for i

the world’'s media. His award recognises
his calmness and measured dealings with
journalists, which played a major part in
defusing confusion and furthering the
image and purpose of the command.

For distinguished service in the
former Republic of Yugoslavia

Bar to DSO: Lt Gen Sir Rupert Smith KCB
DSO OBE QGM, late Para.

DSO: Lt Col J P Riley RWF.
CGC: CSgt P Humphreys RWF.

MC: WO1 J Condon, A and SH; Cpl S J G
Harvey, D and D; Lt H N C Nightingale RWF; Cpl
D H Parry RWF; Maj R J Westley RWF.

MiD: CSgt F P Balfe RRF; SSgt A M Dono-
van, D and D; LCpl M J Harmer RWF; LCpl A R
Jones RWF; Lt G D C Llewellyn RWF; Capt J |
R Phillips RA; Cpl S J Sullivan, A and SH; Sgt M
D Taylor RWF; Sgt E J Timmons RWF; Cpl D W
Vaatstra RWF; Cpl J D Williams RWF; CplAR J
Wood, Coldm Gds.

QCB: Cpl J N Lane AGC(RMP)
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QCVS: CSqgt A S Bates, Gren Gds; Maj S C
D Baynham, Int Corps; Capt E W T Beck RLC;
LCpl P Bird RWF; Maj C J Boag RE; Maj C D
Bradley RA; Lt Col J R Cook MBE MC, D and
D; Maj S H Cowen RHG/D; Capt R C D Dan-
gerfield RDG; Maj (Retd) P A Edgeworth, R
Irish; Capt M J Edkins RRW; SSgt S Ferguson
RE; Capt C D S Green RLC; LCpl P L J Hart
RLC; Maj S G James RA; Capt C Jones RE;
Maj P A Jones RWF; Capt M C J Lloyd, D and
D; Col M F N Mans, late RE; Lt Col G A Nield
RE; Brig A R D Pringle CBE, late RGJ; Sgt A
Pugh RLC; Capt S W Ramsey RRF; Cpl
Shailendra Shrestha RGR; Cpl P D Wilcock, R
Signals.

CBE: Brig A G Denaro OBE, late QRIH; Col
H M Fletcher OBE, late Para; Col S D Young,
late D and D.

OBE: Lt Col R A D Applegate RA; Lt Col J R
J Baxter RA; Lt Col G R Coward AAC; Lt Col N
M Fairclough RE; Lt Col M J Rutledge, 9/12 L.

MBE: Maj J D Bevan RLC; WO2 L J Brad-
don, D and D; Maj R R Davis RE; Maj J D A Galt
RLC; Cpl D Hartley RE; WO2 A Jacques RWF;
SSgt K B Jones BRLC; CSgt M J Jones RWF;
Maj D C Kirk RHF; Sgt B M Langley RLC; Capt
J G Lighten QLR; Maj T J Smith, R Anglian; Maj
J F Watson, D and D.

For distinguished service
in Northern Ireland
CBE: Col J S Kerr MBE RLC; Brig SHR H

Monro, late QO Hidrs; Brig C R Watt OBE, late
WG.

OBE: Lt Col J S Douglas MBE, R Irish; Lt Col
R E Harrold, R Anglian; Lt Col K Hodgson, R
Irish.

MBE: CSgt B J Aitken KOSB; Maj R C L Clif-
ford RDG; SSgt S M Farrag, Int Corps; Capt S J
Hayward, Para; Capt D M Herring, Int Corps;
Maj C H Hodder QGM, RLC; Sgt B Joyce, Int

Corps; Capt S O'Brien QGM, RLC; Maj A P R
Roberts, R Signals; Maj D J Robinson, R Irish;
Maj R H D Toomey, D and D.

QGM: Sgt C J Knight, Para; Sgt G Tait, Int Corps.
AFC: SSgt P G Bookham AAC.

QCB: WO2 R C Acott QGM BEM, Int Corps;
Cpl R J Collins, Para; Sgt P Lawrence DWR;
WO2 A W Johnson QGM, PWRR; Cpl K R
Murphy PWRR; Cpl J Turner, Para.

QCVS: WO2 AR Ansell AAC; Maj WH Buck-
ley, Para; Cpl D E Buff, Para; Maj J F Burke
PWRR; Capt D J Collins, Para; Capt M J
Conway, RRW; Cpl R Crane, Kings; WO2 S M
Crofts, 9/12L; Lt Col A P Farquhar MBE Green
Howards; WO2 D Garrett, Coldm Gds; SSgt KR
George RLC; Rev L T J Hillary RAChD; Lt Col C
O Hodges MBE, Kings; Maj T J Hurley MBE,
PWRR; Sgt N C Kerr REME; Maj P J King
RGBW; Lt Col S J Knapper MBE MC, Staffords;

Maj P M Lewis DWR; LCpl D W Lloyd, R Irish;
Cpl K MacDonald AGC (SPS); Capt R C Mac-
namee SG; SSgt KA Mamos AGC (RMP); Lt
Col G J J McFall, Para; CSgt J H M McLaughlan
BEM, PWRR; WO2 M J Pickard, Int Corps; Lt
Col J Potter MC, R Irish; Maj G J T Rafferty, R
Signals; Capt R B Rands, Para; Lt J M Salis-
bury, Cheshire; WO1 C P Shead MBE, R Sig-
nals; WO1 D A Stewart R Signals; Cpl R S
Tomlinson AGC (RMP); Cpl S J Wills RE; LCpl
K P Yorke, R Signals.

For distinguished service in Angola

OBE: Lt Col JH O'Hare RLC

MBE: Maj M H Bazire RLC; WO1 PJ King
RLC.

QCVS: Maj R H W St G Bodington WG; WO2
R Harrison RE; Capt L J Maclean RLC; MajA C
Nixon RLC; Maj C J Rose RE; WO2 M J M Rut-
land BEM, Int Corps.

Fusiliers
tested by
Serb

offensive

THREE Royal Welch Fusiliers involved in
the bartles around Gorazde following the
NATO airstrike last May are awarded the
Military Cross.

Maj Richard West-
ley: OC °B-‘Coy; "Lt
Hugh Nightingale, a
platoon commander
in A Coy ; and section
commander Cpl David
Parry, captured on the
River Drina, have each
been cited for courage
and leadership under
extreme pressure.

When Bosnian
Serbs, reacting to the
air strike, attempted
to seize three OPs in Maj Westley’s area of
responsibility, he extracted his men using a
pre-arranged plan. While personally in
command of two Saxons, his patrol provid-
ed covering fire for the first of the OPs to
withdraw. The second was also evacuated,
but the third, very close to Bosnia Serb
lines, was surrounded and the soldiers
taken prisoner.

Maj Westley got most of his company
out under fire while himself “in the fore-
front of the danger” for about three hours.

Cpl Parry was one of those captured.
When he was forced to lay down his
weapons, he communicated covertly with
his headquarters throughout the rest of the
day and night. Caught in the middle of a
battle, he persuaded the Serbs to move his
men, under fire, to a safer position.

Until their release a week later, Cpl
Parry provided outstanding leadership and
refused to allow his men to respond to any
order unless it came from him.

Lt Nightingale is cited for his courage
and leadership over a prolonged period.

On one occasion he and his men came
under a hail of bullets so fierce that the
walls of the derelict house in which they
sought cover began to disintegrate. Crawl-
ing forward with another soldier, he direct-
ed his patrol’s fire on the Serb positions and
ordered his men to withdraw under smoke.

Nearly 1,000 rounds were fired by his
patrol during the frantic 15-minute action.

Two months later Lt Nightingale was
captured in his OP on the Drina and held
hostage with 24 other members of his com-
pany. Exercising strong leadership, and dis-
regarding his own safety, he took command
of the hostages and insisted that all Serb
orders be transmitted through him.

MC: Cpl David Parry
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CENTRE POINTS

STANOC is an acronym represent-
ing Surveillance, Target Acquisition,
Night Observation and Counter-
surveillance. Formally established
in 1971 to ensure that Arms’ user
requirements were integrated and
that gaps did not occur in the
STANOC equipment field, the com-
pact STANOC Centre took up resi-
dence within the Larkhill Garrison.

The location was chosen because
of its proximity to a training area of
sufficient size to carry out trials of
STANOC equipment and doctrine,
coupled with its accessibility and
availability of accommodation.

In addition to a small civilian staff,
the establishment consisted of a
gunner lieutenant colonel, responsi-
ble for target acquisition, command
and control as well as command of
the centre; and an Intelligence
Corps major responsible for surveil-
lance.

Concealment (later
counter-surveillance)
continued to be the
responsibility of the
Royal Engineers and
was taught at the
RSME at Chatham
until training was taken on by the
centre in 1974.

In 1972, the centre’s staff was in-
creased by the addition of an SO2
Communications and Electronics (a
Royal Signals post that concentrat-
ed on electronic warfare until the
post’s abolition in 1992) and, in
1973, by an SO2 Counter-surveil-
lance — a Royal Engineers post
transferred from Chatham.

By then, the accommodation (in
what is now an MaD police hut) was
becoming over-crowded so, in July
1974, the STANOC Centre took over
the disused garrison cinema, whose
refurbished premises included a lec-
ture theatre, offices, stores and
administrative facilities.

A QMSI RE from Chatham was
appointed to assist in counter-sur-
veillance training.

In 1993, ownership of the centre
was transferred to Inspector Gener-
al Doctrine and Training and respon-
sibility for it fell to RSA Larkhill.

The STANOC Centre became an
“independent unit free-standing
within the Royal School of Artillery”.

With the demise of the CO’s post
and imminent departure of civilian
staff, the instructors are due to
move almost literally “across the
road” from the old cinema into the
Headquarters Director Royal Art-
illery, to become part of the Artillery
Force Development Branch.
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equipment.

From the left are CSgt Steve Pocock
(Trials/Training/Operations team), WO2 (QMSI)

SLOWLY, inch by inch, the soldier crawled
across the open ground in pitch darkness
towards the enemy helicopter.

Blissfully unaware that, with the aid of
thermal imagery, his every move was being
filmed, he might just as well have tried his
suicidal foray in broad daylight.

Luckily for the man concerned — part of
a 30-strong fighting patrol — the clandes-
tine observations were being carried out by

The STANOC Centre’s instructors with typical

Paul Darby (Counter-surveillance), Maj Alex
Nichol LI (SO02(W) Counter-surveillance), Lt
Col Graham Hodkinson (former CO, STANOC
Centre), Bdr John Morley (T/T/O team),

Report: Phil Wilcox

Pictures: Mike Weston

friendly forces. Added to that, since he was
taking part in an exercise run by the
Larkhill-based STANOC Centre, the
greatest danger he was in was of being
embarrassed when he discovered he had
been watched.

The exercise was part of a week-long

Maj Tim Coombe RTR (S02(W) Surveillance)

Right — LCp! Steve Parker and CSgt Mick
Campbell with the centre’s striking logo

AVLB during the skills exercise

Hide and seek: 2nd Lt Don Blanford (Royal Marines, on attachment to 2 RRF) camouflages an

course held six times a year by
the centre — whose acronym
spells out Surveillance, Target
Acquisition, Night Observation
and Counter-surveillance.

Before the centre is subsumed
in the near future as part of
Headquarters Director Royal
Artillery, a team from Soldier
accompanied instructors and
participants as the final course
being run from its premises in
the former Globe cinemd at
Larkhill Garrison was drawing to
a close.

“The STANOC Centre’s
charter is to act as the MoD
focus for all battlefield surveil-
lance and counter-surveillance
equipment, training and doc- )
trine,” explained Lt Col Graham 00
Hodkinson RA, whose post as
the centre’s commandant disap-
pears with its move, almost literally over
the road, to Headquarters Director Royal
Artillery.

“An average 40 per cent of our core
activities is devoted to surveillance and
counter-surveillance equipment matters,
working with NAT'O, the MoD and private
ventures.

“We provide a sounding board to indus-
try, who have a lot of faith in us. It is an
informal, two-way procedure for all con-
cerned, but, although we have the exper-
tise, we are not a trials unit.”

Doctrine and consultancy matters are
other core activities dealt with by the
centre, but, as with equipment, a large pro-
portion of its time and resources is devoted
to training.
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j Tim Coombe tries a Common User Binocular Set (now obsolete
and on display at the centre’s small museum) for size

The All-Arms counter-surveillance unit
instructors’ course, attended, among
others, by students from all the NATO
member countries, is “very much a flagship
course,” aimed at training unit instructors
and advisers in camouflage and conceal-
ment techniques, according to L.t Col Hod-
kinson.

Those taking part (normally 24 students
ranging from sergeant to captain) are
taught the advancing techiques of battle-
field surveillance and how to defeat them
using counter-surveillance measures.

Most of the counter-surveillance courses
— the next of which is scheduled for Octo-
ber — are over-subscribed.

Both Regular and Territorial Army sol-
diers attend the “fairly intense and fairly

detailed” STANOC courses, as
well as members of, for exam-
ple, the police force and the
defence industry.

Other surveillance cadres,
teaching expertise in using
appropriate equipment, are
held for units about to leave for
such areas as Northern Ireland
and the Falklands.

And the tiny amount of staff at
the centre, apart from taking
part in regimental study days,
visiting the Army Staff College
and RMA Sandhurst and taking
to the highways with road-
shows, have been known to give
a five-hour presentation to TA
officers over the weekends.

“It’s because we have such a
very wide base of knowledge,
ranging from satellites to
ground sensors: that’s our
strength,” said Lt Col Hodkinson, who is
chairman of NATO’s counter-surveillance
panel.

Having contacts with both the Royal
Marines and the Royal Air Force, the
centre is very much on a tri-Service foot-
ing, dealing with airfield defence camou-
flage and night observation devices.

One of the wide-ranging breadth of
speakers on the counter-surveillance
instructors’ course, for example, was an
RAF fighter pilot who could give the “fast
jet pilot’s-eye view” of how difficult it is to
pick out equipment on the ground in a
matter of seconds if it is well-camouflaged.

Later on in the week, as well as experi-
encing night viewing, the students would
® Turn to next page
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CSgt Don Wilson, The Highlanders,

experiments with thermal
equipment in the field

Watching
business

® From Page 17
witness for themselves from a helicopter
how successful or otherwise the fruits of
their equipment camouflaging labours
(a skills exercise on Salisbury Plain
East) had been, and would be given a
taste of photographic interpretation.

However, during the intervening
period, they had been enlightened on
the surveillance and electronic warfare
threat and taught how to reduce it
through equipment demonstrations.

“Find and fix your enemy under all
circumstances, particularly in poor
weather,” they were instructed.

“Some of our equipment can see in
poor weather, some cannot, but we have
to be able to adapt and think ahead.”

And, on the use of decoys in the field
— already put to useful effect at BATUS
in Canada : “If you can persuade your
enemy to fire at a decoy instead of a real
tank, you are not only increasing your
chances of survival, but he will also be
telling you where he is.”

A very equipment-orientated organi-
sation, the STANOC Centre has a need
to continue its links with commercial
organisations, according to its outgoing
commanding officer.

“We are a dynamic and look-ahead
organisation. A good proportion of the
Army uses our services, and what we
offer is valued by the users and is cost-
effective.”

imaging

Undercover job? Sgt Andy MacMartin,
160 Provost Coy, RMP, makes sure that a
piece of equipment is as difficult as pos-
sible to spot
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FIELD engineers, combat engineers,
infantry . . . men of 32 Engineer Regiment
serving in Bosnia have proved their worth
in all three roles.

Armoured engineer squadrons are nor-
mally limited by the equipment
which they operate to laying
mines, clearing routes and
bridging.

But working in Bosnia made
an interesting change from reg-
ular trips between BATUS in Canada and
their home base in Germany, said SSgt
Martyn Smith.

His unit was on stand-by to fly to
Antigua to help in relief work. When that
mission was stood down the sappers pre-
pared themselves for Northern Ireland
training before being told they were being
sent to Bosnia.

With men of 26 Armoured Engineer
Squadron already deployed on Operation
Grapple 7 and extended for another four
months, 77 Armoured Engineer Squadron
and 2 HQ Squadron left Hohne on Boxing
Day.

“It was a bit of a ‘come as you are’ party
because we did not have all the artisans we
would have liked. But we had enough to do
the tasks and so far everybody has done
exceptionally well to go from armoured to

Report:
Gordon Skilling

(AND MASTERS OF MOST...)

Pictures:
Mike Weston

combat engineering then infantry,” said
SSgt Smith.

When A Company of the 2nd Battalion,
The Light Infantry had to deploy away
from its area of responsibility, 77 Sqn filled
the breach, freeing the “battle-
winning” Warrior assets for
mobile patrols, said Capt Phil
Crick, 11 Troop commander.

Sappers and infantrymen had
soon relaxed and got on well
together, he said.

Joint LI-RE patrols of Warrior and Spar-
tan moved round the area and mixed foot
patrols checked vacated trenches along the
inter-entity boundary line to make sure
that no one had returned.

“Local people have been dismantling
fortifications for firewood which is a good
sign,” said Cpl Irvin Randerson of 2 LI'’s 9
Platoon, who found the joint work instruc-
tive.

“Usually all we see of sappers is of them
working about camp. We never see them
out doing what we do, so it is a good cross-
over of experience.”

Although all sappers are infantrymen
first, Spr Frank McGuckian enjoyed
returning to patrolling. It was a change
from installing toilets . . .

But their tasks were not always pleasant.
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Plant Section of 77 Armd Engr Sqn in front of their D8 Caterpillar bulldozer are Cpl Alan Dins-

dale (section commander) LCpl Chris Sheehan, LCpl Peter Maher, LCpl Roly Rudge, and LCpl

Steve Gass with SSgt Baz Broomhead

Armd Engr Sqn
i

Until the sappers arrived there was
no equipment for the removal of
heaps of rotting rubbish and
decomposing animals piled high
by many buildings occupied by
IFOR.

Aside from that it was an engi-
neer’s playground at first, with
camp construction, installation of
water and power and some minor
construction tasks.

Containerised ablution units
and “Corimec” accommodation
huts had been an early sappers’
priority among tasks ranging from
improving roads to building heli-
copter bases.

Early installation of efficient
infrastructure was vital to allow
the 4 Brigade units to operate.

Most of the tasks involved camp
construction and the installation of water
and power. Once they had been laid on,
facilities for washing and getting rid of
waste had to be maintained.

Lack of some specialist trades, plumbing
in particular, was not too much of a prob-
lem. Armoured Vehicles Royal Engineers
are filled with high-pressure hydraulics and
experience showed that soldiers could cope
well with the simple sewerage and hot water
connections which existed in the towns.

As the Light Infantrymen were thinking
of going home, sappers from the regimen-
tal plant group were erecting a tin city to
house their replacements, the 1st Bartalion,
The Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters Regiment, at Banja Luka. “We

8 A 16-bay heavy girder bridge now spans S
% the River Ugar, border between the Serb |
¢ and Croat communities, thanks to Lt Rob

AVLB driver/operator Spr Fazzy Foster

had to pull plant guys from 2 Sgn to join
those of 77 Sgn,” said SSgt Baz Broom-
head, whose troop had already provided
ten sites.

Helping the British engineers was a fleet
of 19 lorries from the Austrian Army,
which transported hard core from local
quarries.

Canadians also provided their own hard
core support: Capt James Stewart, one of
five Canadian engineers serving with
British units, is 2iC of 26 Armd Engr Sgn .

Royal Dutch Engineers provided invalu-
able help when 3 Troop, 26 Sqn erected a
heavy girder bridge to allow the Dutch
Leopard 2 main battle tanks to cross the
boundary between the Bosnian Serbs and

Bosnian Croats. The 42nd Neth-
erlands Armoured Infantry Battal-
ion operates under command of
the 4th (UK) Armoured Brigade
and another bridge had already
been provided on the same route
by 77 Sgn.

The 16-bay reinforced bridge
was constructed in eight days, two
less than planned. Their biggest
task so far, it was a source of great
satisfaction to the men of 3 Troop.

“We could not have built it
without Dutch help because they
offered us their German-made
crane, the saviour of the project,”
said 3 Tp commander Lt Rob
Thomson.

The sappers found the Dutch
extremely co-operative in making
specialist equipment available
from their Leopard engineer vehicle.

“It was good for our boys to see how
another nation works, and the Dutch were
very impressed with the way we work,” said
Lt Thomson, whose great uncle, Cpl Char-
lie Garforth, won the Victoria Cross with
the 15th King’s Hussars in the retreat from
Mons.

The Dutch had never seen a heavy girder
bridge and took several high-ranking visi-
tors to inspect it.

“When we had finished they had an offi-
cial welcome for us and the troop comman-
der and staff sergeant had to stand at a bar
and drink a thimble full of some ‘rocket
fuel’, to the amusement of everyone else, as
they all sang the Dutch engineer song.”
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HOW ROYAL ENGINEERS BRIGHTENED UP A BOSNIA TOWN

CPL Ginger Campbell was enjoying two
months with 3 Troop of 26 Armoured
Engineer Squadron on Exercise Grand Prix
in Kenya until his staff sergeant told him to
sharpen his bayonet for Bosnia.

This proved difficult as bayonets were
not required in Kenya although there would
be specialist requirements in former
Yugoslavia.

When 32 Engineer Regiment arrived in
Bosnia in 1995 to provide close support to
the 4th (UK) Armoured Brigade a counter-
mine campaign was urgently required.

Every position along the agreed cease-
fire line in Bosnia-Hercegovina was rein-
forced by mined aeras ranging from heavy
pattern minefields to individual protective
stake mines with trip wires.

Unrestricted freedom of movement for
the Implementation Forces meant little if
routes were denied by mines.

Before high-profile IFOR patrols could
dominate the ground, all mines in the Zone
of Separation (ZOS) had to be identified
and marked, an impossible task in the avail-
able time.

The whole ZOS, 180km by 4km, was
therefore treated as an enormous minefield,
with safe lanes established through the
obstacle.

Reluctance by Serb and Croat-Muslim
Federation soldiers to leave their trenches
had to be overcome by guaranteeing their
safety while clearing mines and assuring
them that the resulting hole in their
defences would not lay them open to attack.

IFOR control points were established at
either end of mined routes, with NATO
troops present to deter any further outbreak
of fighting.

The IFOR engineer commander and his
EOD advisers were in overall technical con-
trol, with liaison officers from the Serbs and
Federation to co-ordinate simultaneous
clearance by their own teams.

After routes had been cleared, IFOR
would provide static checkpoints on the
former confrontation line and control
movement through the gap.

Serbs, Muslims and Croats were hos-
pitable as Lt Col Peter Wall, CO of 32 Engi-
neer Regiment, carried out his shuttle

Sappers and Light Infantry on joint patrol
20

Lethal wo

WO1 Liddicoate with some of the millions of mines scattered throughout Bosnia

diplomacy, selling the plan to each faction
commander. Most were exhausted by the
war.

Tangible animosity between the repre-
sentatives who faced each other in the
Sanski Most area did not stop agreement
for 32 Engr Regt and 49 Fd Sgn (EOD) to
monitor mine clearance while the 2nd
Battalion, The Light Infantry, provided
security.

Warriors, Scimitars, Lynx helicopters
and 105mm light guns were much in evi-
dence, and although snow and ice foiled
some efforts the principle was established
and greater mobility was established.

This work could only deal with the
known minefields; a more sinister threat
remains with random, unrecorded mines
sown by infantry soldiers as local protec-
tion. Other confrontation
lines south of the final ZOS
were also heavily mined, but
most of these records were
lost in the fighting.

Capt Kevin Copsey,
Battle Group engineer op-
erations officer with the 1st
Battalion, The Royal Regi-
ment of Fusiliers, made a
breakthrough when a for-
mer Croat mercenary with
an intimate knowledge of
old minefields was located.

He was able to show
Capt Copsey where some of
the danger lay.

Light re

SEEING the lights go on in Mrkonjic
Grad gives Maj John Deverill real satisfac-
tion.

This Bosnian town in the area known as
the Anvil had been reduced to a darkened
ruin by the fighting; everything of value
had been stripped. But thanks to the Royal
Engineers, electric lights can be switched
on again.

As the officer commanding 77
Armoured Engineering Squadron, most of
his work has been co-ordination, helping
local engineers to work for themselves, and
giving advice.

Royal Engineers deployed in the Balka-
ns are neither tasked nor equipped to
rebuild the infrastructure of this devastat-
ed country.

But comparatively minor tasks, such as
helping to repair electricity pylons, gave
the British sappers a sense of satisfaction.

“We may bring in replacement parts and
help local engineers put things back
together again, but the emphasis is to help
local engineers identify the work that is
necessary.”

He said the peacekeepers had to take
care not to make local communities depen-
dent, so that when the Peace Implementa-
tion Force (IFOR) departed, they did not
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leave a gaping hole the
Bosnians were unable to fill
themselves.

Giving a gentle shove to
civilian engineers, planning
programmes of work to be
done and liaising with inter-
national agencies is Maj
Deverill’s stock-in-trade.

“It was easy for me to
make recommendations,
but hard for local people.
They did not have access to
international management
groups and the Overseas
Development Agency, which is providing a
small amount of money to kick-start the
process.”

He said it was gratifying to bring togeth-
er people who had worked together before
the fighting started four years ago.

“Electricity doesn’t mind where it goes. I
often have to get engineers from the differ-
ent sides to meet at a point in the middle to
clear a line,” said Maj Deverill.

“There was no bitterness between indi-
viduals; the business would be cracked in a
few minutes and then they would produce
a bottle or two of slivovic and have a party.

“There were tears and hugs and kisses

Maj John Deverill, OC 77
Armd Engr Sqn (9/13) “That

Spr Cam Cameron on guard at an 11 Tp checkpoint monitoring a Bosnian Serb brigade headquarters

and most of the talk was of
each other’s families.”

He remembered partic-
ularly arranging for the Serb
director of a dam to talk to
the Croat who had run it for
four years. The Serb soon
had his arm round his
fellow Croat engineer as
they worked out a technical
problem related to equip-
ment safety, and then both
sat down with a bottle in the
shadow of the dam.
was something
nice to be associated with,” said Maj Dev-
erill.

Restoring electricity and water to the
two major towns in the Anvil was cheaper
and easier than supplying bulk water or
continual use of generators.

Many NATO soldiers are also based in
the towns and if drinkable, chlorinated
mains water had not been available there
would have been a severe health danger.

Urban water supply networks had been
disrupted more by smashed pipes and
chopped-off taps rather than by damage to
the mains systems.

When IFOR leaves, the Anvil will be a

ki

better place for Royal Engineers having
worked there.

Of course, not everything went smooth-
ly, and sometimes the sappers had to adopt
a more forceful stance.

“On one occasion it was obvious the
Croats had no intention of allowing us to
build a bridge at Novi Grad or remove
minefields they had placed across the road,
so I thought I should apply a bit of pres-
sure,” said Maj Deverill.

“I bellowed across that I wanted to speak
to the Croat commander and when a surly
soldier appeared I demanded an answer in
30 minutes.”

In 31 minutes he had his permission and
the next day the bridge was erected.

“If we had waited for political clearance
there still wouldn’t be a bridge. You could
say we forced a crossing.”

Local police were summoned to the
centre of the new bridge and the sappers
established ground rules for using it. The
police were allowed to control their own
civilian traffic, but not that of IFOR or the
international aid agencies.

The Novi Grad bridge was constructed
in appalling conditions. As the rain froze,
ice had to be chipped off every component
before the pieces could be assembled.
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Terrier team: Capt Mark Dillon (front), the
officer commanding, with (from left) Sgt

Waffle Wright, WO2 Derek Griffiths, SSgt

John Martin, LCpl Paul Nouch, Cpl Neil

R Ay

Cogger, LCpl Jenny Baynes and LCpl
Trevor Spencer

Right — Duty

desk: SSgt John

Martin (left), the

platoon com- o
mander, and Cpl b A
Neil “Taff” y '/
Cogger in the

duty room at

On the road: A TA military policeman on his motor cycle in Aldershot Garrison
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ROYAL Military Police patrols continue to
be a reassuring sight in the Aldershot area
despite the deployment of 160 Provost
Company, Aldershot’s Regular military
police unit, on Exercise Purple Star.

The gap in the lines has been filled for a
six-week period by soldiers of the RMP
Territorial Army in the form of 163 Provost
Company, Royal Military Police (Volun-
teers).

Soldiers from the unit, which has its
headquarters in Brighton and detachments
in Southampton and Cardiff, have been
performing the crime prevention and law
enforcement duties normally carried out
by their Regular Army colleagues.

It is thought to be the first occasion in
modern times that a TA unit, supported by
a skeleton staff of Regular soldiers, has
taken over the general policing function of
a Regular provost company.

Traffic accidents, theft, alleged assaults,
lost property and domestic disputes — the
Aldershot Duty Room Daily Occurtence
Book, describing incidents responded to,
tells the everyday story of a busy garrison
with all its problems.

Although all TA military policemen are
taught police work, the training focus in
recent years has been on provost operations
in the field. Because of this, the emphasis

Aldershot Police

Station

Here’s the plan: Capt Mark Dillon (left), OC 160 Pro Coy, and Capt Pat Pearson, TA Press Infor-
mation Officer and a former Ops Officer with 163 Pro Coy

had to be changed before the deployment
and all ranks went through refresher train-
ing at the RMP Training School, Chich-
ester, to hone their skills.

TA officer Capt Mark Dillon usually
commands the Southampton Detachment
but during Purple Star has also been Offi-

cer Commanding 160 Provost Company.
He believes this has been an important test
for the TA RMP and something of which
he and his staff can be rightfully proud.
“With the Regular Army committed to
so many theatres at present, there is a gen-
uine need to cover the responsibilities of

the troops deployed on operations and
exercises overseas. | believe that we have
effectively demonstrated how the TA can
enhance the capabilities of the Regular
Army by providing well trained and highly
motivated manpower.

“Of the 35 soldiers in Southampton, two
have been in Germany for 12 months, two
in Bosnia since Christmas and one in
Aldershot since January.”

Five other Southampton NCOs finished
their duties in Aldershot by taking a train
north to Catterick, rather than homewards,
to start pre-Bosnia training in preparation
for a six-month deployment on IFOR2.

Although the work in Aldershot has been
demanding, the soldiers, who come from
all walks of life — bank clerks, builders,
engineers and a scattering of civilian
policemen — have risen to the challenge.
Some of the duties have involved close liai-
son with the civilian police and NCOs have
carried out joint patrols with Hampshire
Constabulary and assisted at the scenes of
traffic accidents, including one fataliry.

With TA soldiers manning the duty
room and patrolling the streets, the fact
that the RMP’s customers have not noticed
a difference in the service received is the
greatest compliment to the men and
women of 163 Provost Company.
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Rapier force: Among the crew of this detachment deplo

yed on Salisbury Plain were (left to

right): Gnr Brad Peters, LBdr Chris Durrant and Sgt Philip Yee

WHEN the gunners of 16 Regiment, Royal
Artillery deployed their entire force of
tracked Rapier air defence weapons systems
to Salisbury Plain last month, they made
history — twice over.

It was the first tracked Rapier exercise to
take place in Britain . . . and the last. The
regiment is to change to the Field Standard
C towed Rapier system (Rapier FSC).

“We are converting one battery at a time.
Allowing for other commitments, it will be
mid-1998 before the regiment exercises
together again,” said the 2iC, Maj Andy
Astbury.

Compared with the old system, Rapier
FSC is several leaps ahead in technological
terms.

The towed launcher mounts eight mis-
siles and can fire two simultaneously. It
offers two warheads: an armour-piercing
version to deal with fixed-wing targets and a
fragmentation head for engaging cruise mis-
siles and remotely-piloted vehicles.

“In the future, mobile air defence will be
provided by the High Velocity Missile
(HVM), while Rapier will be used to pro-
vide greater coverage of a battlefield area,”
said Maj Astbury.

“Ir is the most expensive equipment pro-
gramme the Army has ever had and will cost
more than Challenger.
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“A’single detachment, of which we are
getting two dozen, costs about £25 million,
but, as the Gulf War demonstrated, if an
Army does not have

Astbury. “Thirty missions were flown
against us over three days. They involved
Hawk, Tornado and Harrier jets and
Gazelle helicopters from 666 and 658
Squadrons of the Army Air Corps.

“The regiment was also ‘attacked’ by two

decent air defences,
then it has major prob-
lems on its hands.”

The exercise, code-
named Spring Centaur,
was set within an
ARRC general war sce-
nario. Tensions on the
Salisbury Plain salient
between the fictional
Westlandia and Devo-
nia nations led to
NATO multi-national
formations being de-
ployed to the region.

The gunners occu-
pied several main defen-
sive  positions and
provided air defence to
convoys passing through
the area.

“We have been lucky
enough to get a lot of air
co-operation,” said Maj

Virtual reality: Operators wear a sophisticated electronic helmet
sighting system. Where Sgt Philip Yee looks, the Rapier’s radar
dish follows

¥ - : -
¥ Making waves: Mud sprays out from tracked Rapier as it races to take u
= position during E ise Spring Centaur. Inset - Maj Andy Astbury, 2iC, 1
. - . - a5
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Falcon electronic warfare aircraft which
tried to jam our surveillance radar systems.”

The regiment, commanded by Lt Col
Nigel Philpott, has recently taken delivery
of the British Army’s new Air Defence
Command Information System (ADCIS)
which provides weapons control orders to
individual air defence weapons platforms,
so allowing the safe passage of friendly air-
craft.

ADCIS also increases the effectiveness of
air defence forces against enemy air opera-
tions. It is designed to cope with the pace of
modern air warfare, in which individual
operators have to make split-second deci-
sions on whether to open fire on aircraft
entering the engagement zone.

The exercise involved the regiment’s
three tracked Rapier batteries — 32
(Minden); 30 (Roger’s Company) and 14
(Cole’s Kop) —as well as 11 (Sphinx) Head-
quarters Battery and the regiment’s vast
REME workshop.

Sgt Philip Yee, a tracked Rapier detach-
ment commander, was full of praise for the
air attack phase of the exercise.

“The aircraft over-flying our position
gave my crew a chance to track their flights.
It provided an excellent opportunity to
practise our skills and engage live targets,”
he said.

Exercise despatches: Sgt Steve Stewart with one of the Harley Davidson motor cycles that have
just entered British Army service. Gnr Mel Byren discusses its merits. The pannier mounted on
the rear is designed for weapon stowage. An SA8O fits easily into the compartment
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SOLDIERS from 67 Gurkha Independent
Field Squadron, Queen’s Gurkha Engi-
neers are back in Hong Kong after six
weeks “hard labour” in their home country
of Nepal, where they worked on a major
road-building project in the foothills of the
Himalayas.

Exercise Holdfast, the last such task to
be undertaken by the squadron before it
disbands in September, was a fitting way
for the Gurkha engineers to bow out and
will long be remembered in Nepal as some-
thing of a life-saver.

Villagers, some as young as eight or nine,
from the remote Himalaya area of Sagar-
matha trek barefoot for days to pick up
essential supplies from the regional centres
of Katari and Okhaldhunga. In the absence
of a road they pick their way along a dry,
rocky river-bed. It is a tortuous journey,
made even more hazardous during the
three-month monsoon season when the
river bed becomes a raging torrent, the
pathway a treacherously narrow track cling-
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4 HONG KONG QGE ‘GO HOME’ FOR SQUADRON’S FINAL EXERCISE

One for the road
Gurkha sappers

ing to the steep terrain. On average, one vil-
lager a day is swept away and drowned.

Now, thanks to the men of 67 Gurkha
Indep Fd Sqn, their journey will be shorter
— and safer. As part of a plan to make all of
Nepal’s regional centres accessible by road,
the 120 sappers worked alongside a battal-
ion of the Royal Nepalese Army (RNA) to
build a 100km gravelled road to Okhald-
hunga.

“Building a road is a dynamic process,
particularly in Nepal,” said squadron com-
mander Maj Alistair Sheppard. “Nepal gets
earthquakes and a lot of landslides, and the
monsoon rains are a problem every year. A
road in this terrain will be literally washed
away unless it is built properly.”

With only six weeks on site project officer
Capt Jim Fernandes had little time to iden-
tify the most vulnerable areas before setting
his men to work.

“Support Troop covered a 3km section
of the road with gravel which had to be
hauled up from the river bed to the site

’ﬁ"?& & o LR '.. g v ' g
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Pleased to see you: Members of the squadron enjoy a break with children from a nearby village

where the men were working,” said Capt
Fernandes.

“A Troop identified an area where there
had been a landslide and the road was in
danger of slipping away during the next
monsoon.

“They constructed a 20m-long, 8m-high
gabion step retaining wall to support the
road and then, on the gabion slope, we used
a technique known as bio-engineering — the
laying of a jute net which was pinned down
on the slope and planted with grass
seedlings to encourage revegetation and to
stop the rain washing it away.”

Further up the road, B Troop built a
masonry breast wall to EE

¥

support the slope ﬁoci&?bé(h:

above the track while  EVITIWHAREN

C Troop constructed  [FERTIPSTREL

a mini-causeway on a along a dry

site. where a gully river-bed.

crossed the road. i During the
“The exercise test- fmonsoon

ed our military season it

engineering skills, REESHON N

raging torrent
and on aver-
age one

- person a day

leadership and com-
mand and control,”
said Capt Fernandes.
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“One of the great ;IS swept away & -{f#

things about having
troop tasks was that
each troop comman-
der had his own site,
his own challenges
and his own prob-
lems. It really tested
the whole squadron.”

Maj Sheppard ex-
plained: “It gave sap-
pers the opportunity
to take charge of 20 to
30 local civilian lab-
ourers and then go
away and get on with
the job. In all we em-
ployed 120 civilians.”

Safety was para-
mount. During the
2'/2 years RNA engineers have been build-
ing the road they have lost nine men to
landslides in the monsoon season.

“Regardless of where in the world we are
operating we observe normal health and
safety practices,” said Capt Fernandes.
“Short bursts of heavy rain were our biggest
threat. All our soldiers wore hard hats and
luminous vests while on site and luckily we
had no major injuries or accidents.”

As a precaution the squadron took two
combat medical teams who supported the
sappers and were also on hand to offer
medical treatment to villagers who went to
the Gurkha’s camp looking for help.

Story and Pictures: JSPRS Hong Kong

Working in such a remote area presented
the quartermaster, Capt Les Thomas, with
several unusual problems: 29 tons of
freight had to be flown from Hong Kong to
Katmandu and then taken by road to the
site.

“We also needed a lot of vehicles and
plant,” said Capt Thomas, “and these came
from four different sources. We borrowed
Land Rovers and four-tonners from British
Gurkhas Nepal (BGN) and hired other
vehicles such as the two Toyota Landcruis-
ers we used.

“We borrowed from the RNA and hired
other plant from the East Region Roads

Maintenance Project, an Overseas Devel-
opment Agency-funded project, based at
Dharan.”

Capt Thomas was also responsible for
the advance party which established the
sappers’ camp — flooded by heavy rain the
day before the main party arrived. “We still
set up the accommodation tents, field
kitchens and hot water,” he added, “and we
even managed to rig up a satellite dish so we
could watch TV.”

As well as being beneficial to the people
of Nepal, Exercise Holdfast provided
something of a bonus to the Gurkha sap-
pers, some of whom were able to visit their

Built to last: Sappers of A Troop construct a
gabion step retaining wall, while B Troop
work on the supporting wall above the track

Left — Rough passage: A Land Rover nego-
tiates a tough mountain track

families for the first time in three years. Sev-
eral wives travelled to nearby Katari, where
they stayed during the project, while other
Gurkhas travelled to see their families
during the week of R and R enjoyed by the
squadron before its return to Hong Kong.

The road-building project is now in its
third year and although the RNA’s rough
pilot track extends 42km — almost half way
— it will take another eight years to com-
plete. Exercise Holdfast was, however, the
last time engineers from 67 Gurkha Indep
Fd Sgn would be able to make a personal
contribution.

“The project is a huge task but our time
there provided the squadron with a superb
training exercise in a remote and challeng-
ing environment, and we achieved quite a
bit during the short, but very busy, six-week
visit,” said Maj Sheppard.

“Our disbandment in September will be
a sad occasion but I am happy and proud
that my men were able to return to their
home country and contribute so much
during our final task.”
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Paper points

1 More than 98 per cent of the claims from
former Servicewomen compulsorily dis-
charged on grounds of pregnancy have been
settled, at an average cost of just under
£11,000 each. Total cost is expected to reach
approximately £55 million. The deadline for
submitting claims passed on May 1 last year.

1 By mid-March, about 400 Gulf War vet-
erans had been assessed for a possible Gulf-
related illness. “Their diagnoses continue to
show a pattern of recognised ilinesses that
are a type and prevalence expected in the
general population.” A research programme,
expected to last three years, is being com-
missioned into the health problems of Gulf
veterans and their families.

J About 2,500 surplus properties are
expected to be disposed of as part of the ini-
tial sale of the married quarters estate. Sale
arrangements in subsequent years will pro-
vide for the release over the next 25 years of
a guaranteed minimum number of further sur-
pluses by sale, letting or re-development.

A profit-share regime is proposed which
will allow the taxpayer to benefit from the
enhanced value where disposals are particu-
larly successful.

1 During 1995, Service bomb disposal
teams investigated 3,608 incidents outside
Northern Ireland. Of these, 3,241 involved
conventional munitions disposal, 37 were
improvised explosive devices and 330 were
false alarms or hoaxes.

The best of friends

THE EXTENT of British involvement
with former Warsaw Pact adversaries since
the end of the Cold War is outlined in the
1996 Defence Estimates.

Defence Secretary Michael Portillo says:
“The United Kingdom is expanding its
efforts to help Russia embed the results of
democratic and economic reform into a
stable framework for the management of
defence.”

Contacts had been established through
channels which included NATO and its
Partnership for Peace programme, the
Organisation for Security and Co-Opera-
tion in Europe (OSCE) and projects
arranged on a bilateral basis through the
UK’s Outreach programme.

“Qver the last year, the number of activ-
ities carried out through these channels has
continued to grow, allowing British and

Russian officers to share their wealth of
experience and expertise in an increasingly
cordial atmosphere and making an impor-
tant contribution to mutual understand-
ing,” said Mr Portillo.

Notable features of the 1995 Outreach
programme included the visit of 37 young,
middle-ranking Russian officers to the
United Kingdom for two weeks, working
and living with their British colleagues; and
the visit of the Chief of the Defence Staff to
Moscow and St Petersburg.

The Army had helped re-train 500 Russ-
ian officers to re-enter civilian life and a
visit to Russia by a group of young British
officers is planned this year.

Last year UK forces exercised in Slove-
nia, the Czech Republic and Romania, and
negotiations are in progress for the use of
Drawsko Pomorskie exercise range in

More set to leave by next April

FOLLOWING the completion of redun-
dancy programmes by April 1 last year,
the Defence Costs Study:and efficiency
programmes generated a need for more
redundancies in 1995-96 and 1996-97.
For the Army, up to 17 major generals,
91 brigadiers and colonels, 51 other spe-

cialist officers and 120 soldiers will leave
on redundancy terms on April 1 next year.

Trained strength of the Army is about
104,000, excluding the Royal Irish Regi-
ment Home Service battalions, a shortfall
of 4,000. The shortages lie primarily in
junior ranks of the RAC, RA and Infantry.
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CENTHE ZIP
ACTION BAG

SnugPak, and Military Sleeping Bags

Genuine issue, 3 ammo
2 utility Pouches, Main body
of rig is a large storage area,

Antarctica2C Isodry (centre zip) £110.00

Merlin Softie 3 £ 55.00
Hawk Softie 9 £ 75.00
Osprey Softie 12 £ 89.99
Military issue Sleeping bag £ 79.99
Military issue bag + base £ 99.99
Goretex issue Bivvy Bags

Full zip/hood Arctic issue £140.00
Non zip squaddie issue £110.00

Arctic issue Nylon, Olive Green £ 19.99

DPM or Green £44.99

AEANZVEMSILVERMAN'S Phone
Smocks
in all sizes

stock
UK & BFPO
P&P £2.99
ANY SIZE
ORDER.

e
Accepted.
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FREE CAT :

and comfortable.
Buffalo Sp6 shirts £72.99
olive or black

£67.99 olive.

CWC GI0° 4. Seiko Chrono.
£57.99 -£65.99 Genuine £185.00)
Military Issue Watches.
Analogue + Chronograph
Military Watch Straps in stock.
CW(C are genuine issue Beware of
imports with similar sounding names

Danner Boots +
Matterhorn Boots, for
severe weather use.
Goretex, Thinsulate
insulation, Vibram
commdo soles, Phone
for details and best
U.K. prices. All types
of Genuine military
footwear in Stock.

X : 0171 791 0008

Rl 9.30AM-5PM & SUN MORN 10-1PM

Original Mountain shirts

All other Buffalo kit stocked

0171 790 5257 INFO : 0171 790 5585
CREDIT CARD ORDERS:0171 790 0900

SAS/Para | PLCE Bergen, | Berghaus
Bergan Rucksackl 125Mr, side [C\dops2 Vulcan

1251tr. 3 external ' pouches make 1001tr
pockets, a 35l day IBmtom Zip entry
Waterproof | patrol pack. | for easy access,

Butyle Nylon I Cordura outer, |s1de pouches zip
outer, very heavy! lightweightand | off to make day
duty. Genuine | durable Only | pack Bargain
issue £189.99 l £145.00 ‘ £175.00

() 1) Army Issue Assault
Boots, New £39.99

2) Goretex Army Issue Boot

liners, keep your feet dry

and warm, (Mid calf length)

New £14.99

(Knee length) New £24.99

(3) 3) Army issue 80% wool

: socks, cushion sole, only

£2.99 pr.

GENUINE ISSUE.  £125.00

“ JUST IN ........LATEST
% DPM TACTICAL VEST

Poland and the Lvov training area in
Ukraine.

The number of courses run by the
Defence School of Languages available to
military personnel from central and eastern
European countries has been increased due
to demand.

Apache: attack

helicopter for

the millennium

EQUIPMENT on order for the Army
includes 67 Westland Apache attack heli-
copters.
At about £2.5 billion it is the largest
. single equipment pro-
gramme on the Army’s
books. The Apache,
which will replace Lynx,
is expected to be in ser-
vice in the year 2000.

Also on order are:

@ 29 Vehicle-Launched
Scatterable Mine Sys-
tems, to enter service in
1999;

® 8,000 light and
medium utility Land
Rovers, and 800 Land
Rover medium mobility
battlefield ambulances,
expected to enter service

Apache Elntlsh Army S Iargest single procurernent programme

later this year.

Joint way ahead

MANY of the operations on which
Britain’s Armed Forces will be engaged in
future will be conducted in coalition with
NATO allies and other partners, says the
White Paper.

With the effective conduct of operations
depending crucially on all three Services
working together as a joint force, the
Defence Costs Study had generated initia-
tives intended to enhance interoperability.

These included the creation of a perma-
nent Joint Headquarters (officially opened
at Northwood on April 3), and the forma-
tion of a Joint Rapid Deployment Force
(based on 3 Commando and 5 Airborne
Brigades and on schedule to become oper-
ational in August).

HIGH-INTENSITY CONFLICT

“Qur experience is that forces structured
for high-intensity conflict are, with training
and equipment enhancements as neces-
sary, readily adaptable to lower-intensity
operations; and that it is much more diffi-
cult to adapt less capable forces for high-
intensity conflict,” says the White Paper.

Operations in former Yugoslavia had
shown the ability of capable, all-round
forces to respond to the changing nature of
the operation, and particularly to an esca-
lating situation in which “access to combat
capabilities for self-defence™ demonstrated
resolve and helped to put a stop to the esca-
lation.

“We do not therefore intend to create
forces with only limited capabilities and
trammg, for examplc for peacekeeping
operations.”

On capability, the White Paper states
that Britain’s Armed Forces have never
been better equipped.

SAS authors
warned off

STORIES about the UK’s Special Forces
will be resisted by the MoD if it is believed
they are potentially damaging.

The White Paper says the Government’s
first priority is the preservation of Special
Forces’ operational capabilities and the
safety of their personnel. Where an official
account of a Special Forces operation can
be given without detriment to these capa-
bilities, it will be allowed.

“However,” says the White Paper, “the
interests of national security will always
come first and, where necessary, the
Department will pursue all appropriate
legal options 10 prevent the publication of
information about the Special Forces
which it considers to be potentially damag-
ing.”

The warning follows an increase in the
number of books written by former mem-
bers of the SAS.

Tour plot intervals

THE MoD has long held the view that
average intervals between operational tours
should be about 24 months. Last year oper-
ational tour intervals were 60 months for
the RAC, 48 months for the RA, 22
months for the Infantry and 11 months for
the RE.

On the basis of current commitments,
the 1996-97 projections are 25 months for
the RAC, 24 for the RA, 20 for the Infantry
and 12 for the RE.

Hong Kong
withdrawal

on track for
June 1997

BRITAIN’s military presence in Hong
Kong is due to end on June 30 next year
when the final elements of the garrison
will be withdrawn.

Until then the role of the garrison
remains to assist the Hong Kong Gov-
ernment in maintaining stability and
security, and in sustaining confidence in
British sovereignty in the territory until
1997 while helping to bring about an
orderly transfer of sovereignty to the
People’s Republic of China.

The garrison is now concentrated at
four core sites within the territory. The
White Paper says the next phase of the
withdrawal, including the replacement of
the Gurkha resident battalion with one
from the United Kingdom, will take
place towards the end of this year.

Discussions are going on between the
garrison and the Chinese Ministry of
National Defence on arrangements for
the transfer of defence responsibility.

O NEGCORIISE]

During 1995-96, about 4,270 students
from 117 nations attended military train-
ing courses in the UK. On January 1, 353
British Service personnel, including 226
from the Army, were on loan in 22 differ-
ent countries.

@u-ilamnkacl

Nearly 50,000 items of military hardware
were destroyed or converted to non-mili-
tary uses during the three years of the
reduction phase of the Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe (CFE) Treaty
which ended in November. Central and
eastern European countries reduced
nearly 34,000 items. UK personnel
made more than 100 verification inspec-
tions in central and eastern European
states.

Serious concerns included the so-
called “flank issue”, with Russia wishing
to station more military equipment in the
flank zones than allowed under the
Treaty; outstanding equipment in
Belarus and reductions associated with
the Black Sea Fleet in the Crimea; and
the treatment of Armenia and Azerbai-
jan. The operation of the CFE Treaty is
about to be reviewed.

InEthelblaci

Last year the Defence budget was under-
spent by about £500 million, mostly
because of a lower than anticipated
spend on equipment and spares. Some
projects proceeded more slowly than
expected.
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Loyal Gurkhas are
a priceless asset

INOTE from recent UK press
reports and my sea-mail edi-
tion of Soldier (Feb 19) that the
Army is so short of recruits that
it is spending large amounts of
the Defence budget to try to fill
the shortfall.

This includes £250 “boun-
ties” to Servicemen to per-
suade them to “sign up a

An occasional series in which
readers are invited to submit
for publication answers to
other correspondents’ queries
on matters of topical or histor-
ical interest. Participants are
asked to keep questions and
answers as brief as possible.
Lengthy replies will be edited.
Here are a few more from
Soldier to get you thinking:

Grave mistake?

® THE Commonwealth War
Graves Commission marks the
graves of those who died as a
result of service in the two world
wars for the periods 1914-21
and 1939-47 respectively.

So why do Servicemen and
women who died during the
years 1919-21 and 1946-47
qualify as war dead? Did last
year's national commemora-
tions of the end of the Second
World War take place too early?

Gullible travels

® NAIVE recruits were often
dispatched to look for a “sky-
hook” or ask for a “long-stand”
The latter involved the hapless
soldier being ordered to stand
and wait.

Eventually, after 40 minutes or
so he would lose patience and
ask again. He was told he had
already had it — a long period of
standing around.

What was the significance of
“sky-hook” and has any reader
suffered similar humiliation?

Take a letter

® WHY do the names of British
Army main battle tanks start with
the letter C — Challenger, Chief-
tain, and so on —and the CVR(T)
family of vehicles begin with S,
as in Sabre, Spartan and Scimi-
tar?
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mate”. During the cutbacks of
the 1960s it was seen fit to
amalgamate regiments such as
the Seaforth and Cameron
Highlanders, both of whom
were so up to strength that they
were knocking back recruits.
While those two full-strength

- regiments became one excel-

lent regiment, several English
regiments which could barely
field a couple of rugger teams
were allowed to remain on the
Army’s orbat.

Options for Change more or
less repeated the procedure,
further exacerbating the situa-
tion by marrying up the
Queen’s Own Highlanders
with the “recruits nae’ prob-
lem, pal” Gordon High-
landers.

‘CLEARANCES’

All this amounts to a
modern equivalent, by stealth,
of the Highland clearances of
the 18th century.

On top of all this it has been
seen fit to cut the strength of
the Brigade of Gurkhas from
7,000 to a miserable 2,500
men. With the Gurkhas’ new
reduced quota, they are having
to turn away about 375 excel-
lent men for every recruit
taken.

The loyal Gurkhas are
Britain’s most cost-effective
troops, quite apart from being,
arguably, her best. They do not
have their families with them in
the UK, with the associated
responsibilities and extra costs.

Gurkhas serve for a mini-
mum of 15 years, compared

with the average 3.7 years for
British soldiers. Thus they save
millions on wastage rates and
related expenditure.

When they leave, the Gov-
ernment, due to the tripartite
agreement with Nepal and
India, has to pay them only
“peppercorn” pensions.
Another huge saving.

For example: the only
Gurkha to get into the Aus-
tralian Army, as a sergeant,
having retired as a warrant offi-
cer of 20 years’ service with
10th Gurkhas, gets £16-£18
per month, depending on
exchange rates. This just
affords him one small can of
beer a day. Luckily, the Aus-
tralians top this up!

The Australian Army is in
the same very under-strength
state, with wastage rates as
high as 35 per cent. Despite
requests, through me, from
many highly-trained, about-to-
be-made-redundant Gurkhas
wishing to join the Australian
Army, Australia will not bend
her immigration rules to allow
them more easily to join. They
would save the Australian gov-
ernment squillions in wastage
and training costs.

To my mind this so-called
“clever country” (Prime Min-
ister Bob Hawke, circa 1992) is
about as stupid and lacking in
economic chutzpah as you lot
back there in the present dis-
united United Kingdom. -
George S Mackenzie, late 7
GR, Leura, New South
Wales.

Scottish
Rifles
wore Sam
Browne
braces

ON the subject of Sam
Browne Braces (March 4)
Mr E H Lewis asked if regi-
ments other than the
43rd/52nd (Oxf and Bucks)
wore them.

I did my training at the
Gordon Barracks, Brig O
Don in Aberdeen early in
1944. The instructors were
of the Cameronians (Scot-
tish Rifles). These fine men
taught us well and imparted
some of the love of their reg-
iment to us, including the
unusual arrangement of
their Sam Brownes.

Sure enough, in the
front row at Church Parade
on Sunday were resplendent
officers, in trews, Glengar-
ries, and Sam Brownes with
two straps. “Just like the
cavalry,” said the instruc-
tors. — George B Craw-
ford, Canton, Ohio.

1 A 9ft model of the River
Kwai bridge has been dedi-
cated in our garden as a
memorial to all who died on
Burma’s Railway of Death.
The model was built by
Billy Cole, a disabled crafts-
man. An embroidered table-
cloth recording the ceremony
is to be raffled at £1 a ticket
for the Royal British Legion
and other ex-Service chari-
ties. Readers can contact
me. — Kevin Fletcher (ex-
RAMCOC), 51 Sunnyside
Road, Great Massingham,
Kings Lynn PE32 2]JH.

Photograph reveals our
King’s Corporal B

ON THE subject of the rank
of King’s Corporal a recent
correspondent said something
to the effect that “many people
remembered meeting one but
none could recall the details”.

My photograph of 51
Squad, 3 OTB, Royal Signals,
Whitby, taken on May 7, 1945
shows [enlarged for illustra-
tion] our very much respected
King’s Corporal R A Cos-

grove, Middlesex Yeomanry
(drafted into the Signals),
sporting his crown above two
stripes. You need a magnifying
glass to see it!

I will draw a veil over what
happened to the other smart-
looking soldiers in the photo-
graph the very next day, which
was, of course, VE Day. - L A
Griffith, Shoreham-by-
Sea, Sussex.

“No, Jenkins, | have the map . .. YOU should have
brought the night vision binoculars . ..”

Watching the watchers — Pages 16-19

Scorpionsﬂand
snakes and big
yellow spiders

AS ONE who was stationed
with PAIFORCE in Irag from
November 1942 to January
1946 I read with considerable
interest the article about the
UN observers and headed
“Snakes, scorpions and
kamikaze locusts” (March 18).

In all the years I was sta-
tioned there the only scorpions
I saw were three or four very
small ones under my row of
shoes one morning. [ never saw
a live snake, but did come
across a snake skin which had
been shed.

A colleague was stung by a
scorpion and had quite a bad
arm, but he survived. Our
Indian MO would always ask
the colour of the scorpion and
if you said it was white, he
would tell you it was the black
ones you had to worry about. If
black, then it was the white
ones you had to watch!

We regularly saw very large
yellow spiders, almost half the
size of a saucer, and it was after
I had been out there some time

No appeasement
— on either side

THE validity of a medal for the
Canal Zone cannot be in
doubt, as the main objections
of the establishment have been
eroded over the years by Col
Newton, Fd Marshal Lord
Bramall and others.

The only remaining objec-
tion is solely political.

The Egyptian paramilitary
who defended the Police Bar-
racks at Ismailia in January
1952 were in communication
with the Minister of the Interi-
or in Cairo.

His orders were to “fight to
the last” (Gregory Blaxland,
Objective  Egypr). As the
engagement came to an end I
was situated to the rear of the
barracks. The evidence as to
the degree to which his orders
had been carried out were the
dead bodies laid out in rows on

the ground (ibid, 50 killed and
100 wounded).

The fact remains that “polit-
ically we do not want to upset
the Egyptians” could not be
further from the truth. There
was no appeasement that day,
on. either side. — Ray Gar-
diner (ex-80th LAA Regt
RA), Cookhill, Worcs.

IT IS gratifying to know that
Col Newton is still wielding the
cudgel over the Suez medal.

I was posted to the area in
August 1952 during service
with the Sherwood Foresters,
the battalion taking over from
the Royal Lincolnshire Regi-
ment.

I have written to my MP but
the reply has been as negative
as the many received by other
correspondents and implies

that nothing can be done to
correct the anomaly.

I suggest all Suez veterans
keep supporting Col Newton
and maybe the effort will not
be in vain. — E Sharpe, Lin-
coln.

ON THE subject of the Lan-
cashire Fusiliers’ attack on the
Bureau Sanitaire (Letters,
April 15) the photographer
mentioned was, if I remember
correctly, Capt Gribble, 2iC of
C Coy. He later took over the
company when Maj Chance,
the officer commanding, was
wounded in the first assault.

I believe the Egyptian Gov-
ernment gave its troops medals
in 1955. British Service per-
sonnel of MELF 1951-53 are
still waiting for theirs. -
Suezvet 2, Denton, Lancs.

that I found out they were
harmless. However, I saw men
fresh out from home jump up
on chairs in the mess to avoid
them.

I certainly agree with the
temperatures mentioned in the
article and well recall the terri-
ble humidity when the date-
ripening winds sprang up.

Sandstorms occurred every
day at one time. It did not
often rain but when it did there
was much flooding.

We had a daily ice issue for
the ration store tent. Butter
from Australia was in tins; in
summer you would spoon it
out, in winter dig it out.

Strangely enough, despite
the conditions, there was little
moaning and we were a happy
crowd. — F R Beville, Read-
ing, Berks.

® Mr Beville, just turned 80, wrote
very colourfully and at great length
of his time in Irag and Jordan.
Sadly, lack of space prohibits a
fuller account. — Editor.

For the record ...

Touch of distemper

THE Commandant of the
Defence Animal Centre, Melton
Mowbray, shown in the photo-
graph and quoted in the text of
the feature in the May 13 issue,
is Col Andrew Roche, and not,
as stated, Brig Paul Jepson,
who is Director of Veterinary
and Remount Services, Alder-
shot.

A touch of distemper in the
word processor also demoted
Capt Damien Bush, senior vet-
erinary officer at the centre's
hospital, to the rank of corporal.
Our apologies to all concerned.

Light Brigade

REF J W Bell’s letter (April 1),
five regiments of the Light
Brigade advanced (“673 officers
and men”). The 17th Lancers
and 13th Light Dragoons in the
first line and the 11th Hussars in
the intermediate line moved off.
The 4th Light Dragoons and 8th
Hussars in the second line fol-
lowed some 200 yards behind.
“Some way further back” came
the Royals and Greys in sup-
port. — Maj (Retd) C G Owen,
Regimental Secretary, Home
HQ, QRH, London.
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Six of
the best

Amms and Amour, hardback, £19.99.

FROM fighting men over the
past 1,200 years or so, author
John Wilcox has selected six
classes of warrior which, he
claims, were “the best at their
trade the world has ever seen”.

Chances of anyone agreeing
with his star six are remote
indeed, but they are his per-
sonal choice and he makes out
a strong case for them in the
entertaining Masters of Battle.

His super six are the Vikings,
the Longbowmen of England
(and Wales?), the Riflemen of
Saratoga, the Zulus of Isandh-
Iwana, the Kaiser’s U-boat
captains and Hitler’s Panzer
commanders.

A mixed bag, but in each
case the author says he picked
them for pedestal positions in
his personal temple of fame
because by their deeds they
changed the course of history
in ways which possibly affect
the world even to this day.

As Wilcox concedes, it’s all
so subjective. His choice of two
German warrior classes is puz-
zling, partly because both were
on the losing side. — JM

Great

THOSE wishing to increase
their knowledge of military
music through the written
word as well as through listen-
ing will be interested in the
following list of suggested
reading.

It has been compiled for
Soldier by Maj Richard Powell,
UK chairman of the Interna-
tional Military Music Society.

Almost all the books men-
tioned, plus both new and sec-
ondhand recordings, are
available from Discurio, 9
Gillingham Street, London
SW1V 1HN (tel: 0171-828
7963).

Music of the Scottish Regi-
ments by David Murray, Pent-
land Press (1994). A fine work
and fundamental to understand-
ing British military music in all its
vagaries, it also delivers the
detail of Scottish regiments’
music promised in the title. Prob-
ably the essential book of military
music.

The History of British Military
Bands by Gordon and Alwyn
Turner, Spellmount (1994). A cor-
nucopia of military bands, their
directors of music and men. Vol-
umes 1 and 2 are available, with
volume 3 to follow. Each volume
contains a CD of marchpasts
played by the band of the Royal
Corps of Signals and these have
to be worth £10 each. This is a
beautifully assembled series at
£60 per volume and is essential

—f e)JIJ}lE}—(@'. UlIDESTORBANDS= 'e}{m—%f“-j"“r.]g—{:}(é)(é)ﬂ}giﬁhg{ljﬁ'—‘

when referring to bands, com-
posers or their histories.

What a Lovely War by Roy
Palmer, Michael Joseph, London
(1990). ‘Fascinating study of
wartime Service songs from the
Boer War to the present day.
(Separate cassette VT121, from
John Howson, 44 Old Street,
Haughley, Suffolk IP14 3NX.)

Colonel Bogey to the Fore
(1991). A goodly and sympathet-
ic biography of Kenneth Alford,
who made his name as Band-
master, 2nd Bn Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders and went
on to be a most respected Direc-
tor of Music, Royal Marines. A
Life on the Ocean Wave (1990).
Another from the same pen but
this time on one of Britain's more
popular exports, the bands of Her
Majesty’s Royal Marines. Both of
these books are by John Tren-
dell, published by Blue Band
Magazine.

Music in State Clothing by
George Lawn (1995). Goodly
study of all aspects of the Life
Guards band.

They Shall Have Music by Beryl
Williams (1995). Women's Auxil-
iary Air Force/Women’s Royal Air
Force bands. Includes mention of
corps of drums, pipe bands, trum-
pet bands and the eventual
WRAF Central Band. From the
author, 23 Regent Road, Sur-
biton, Surrey KT5 8NN.

The Highland Bagpipe and its
Music by Roderick Cannon, John
Donald (1988). Bagpipe book most
likely to satisfy the needs of spe-
cialist and non-specialists alike,
especially when read in conjunc-
tion with Lt Col Murray's Music of
the Scottish Regiments, above.

SOCIETIES
Maj Powell has also sup-
plied the following notes on
organisations for students and
aficionados:

International Military Music Soci-
ety: Hon Sec, Eileen Pearson, 76a
Lawrence Road, Hove, BN3 5QD.
Corps of Drums Society: Hon
Sec, R J Davenport, 50 Station
Road, Halstead, Sevenoaks, Kent
TN14 7DJ. There are no equiva-
lents in the Highland bagpipe or
bugle worlds, albeit that some of
the bugle tradition is covered by
the Corps of Drums Society. For
serious students of Highland bag-
pipe history there is the
Piobaireachd Society, c/o The
College of Piping, 16-24 Otago
Street, Glasgow G12 8JH.

War, great poetry ...

DR Martin Stephen seeks to Wipers Times.
examine the myths concerning In addition
the generals, officers and men he includes the
who fought in the Great War, largely neglect- Edwardian
the poets who wrote about it ed poetry by summer.

and the tactics used in the con- women and the T - 1 Dr Stephen
flict. largely unknown poetry of A P took a first degree in both Eng-

Dr Stephen concludes: “His
crime was to launch attacks
that were wasteful of soldiers’
lives and which, until 1918,
did not bring victory; his real
crime was to be seen not to
care about these losses and to

schools, pre-
war poetry, and
the so-called

The Price of Pity: Poetry, Histo-
ry and Myth in the Great War by
Martin Stephen. Leo Cooper,
hardback, £19.95.

“My aim,” he writes, “is to
look anew at the greatest poets
and authors of the war (such as
Rupert Brooke, Wilfred Owen,
Siegfried Sassoon, Paul
Fussell) with a view to estab-
lishing whether or not the pre-
sent orthodox view of their
merit is justified and seeing if
anything new can be added to
our understanding of them.”

He also examines several
well-known authors (such as
Edward Thomas) who have
not normally been associated
with the war and several who
have been clearly misrepre-
sented, as well as truly popular
poetry, such as that by John
Oxenham, “Woodbine Willie”
and those who wrote for the
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Herbert (later Sir Alan Her-
bert MP), who wrote for Punch
such gems as After the Battile:

We have done well; we like to
hear it said.

Say it, and then, for God's sake,
say no more.

Fight, if you must, fresh battles
far ahead,

But keep them dark behind your
chéteau door.

For reasons of space he had
to omit any examination of the
considerable body of poetry
written about campaigns out-
side Europe, and the war at
sea. :

He also examines the myths
of pre-war England, in particu-
lar those relating to the public

lish and History, so it’s not sur-
prising he has included an
excellent chapter on Gen Haig
and his generals.

“Why was it,” he writes,
“that when I read about Haig
as a historian the conclusions
seemed to clash with what I
would have felt were I reading
about him as a student of Eng-
lish Literature.”

He commences with Sas-
soon’s poem The General
(probably Sir John French):

“He's a cheery old card,” grunt-
ed Henry to Jack

As they slogged up to Arras with
rifle and pack.

But he did for them both by his
plan of attack.

be the agent whereby British
society was brought to terms
with the reality of modern
war.”

This book is mostly about
the poets and poetry of the war
and no one reading it will, I am
sure, fail to seek out the full
context of many of the poems
from which only extracts have
been given, but there is no
need in the case of Wilfrid
Gibson’s three-liner  Peter
Proudfoor:

He cleaned out the middens for
his daily bread;

War took him overseas and in a
bed '

Of lilies-of-the-valley dropt him

dead. _PSN

Quacking good war

story ended in tears

IN A stream of books con-
cerned with the deadly serious
aspects of battle or the overall
tactical and strategical conduct
of war, it comes as a refreshing
interlude to find a story about
the humane and compassion-
ate instincts that can emerge in
the stress of conflict.

The book is Corporal Haggis

by Frank and Julian Akers-

Douglas and it is based on the
true tales told to Julian by her
father, Lord Bruntisfield who,
as John Warrender, was a tank
commander with The Royal
Scots Greys.

It is a tribute to one of his
crew whose war began with the
invasion of Italy and ended on
the Baltic coast.

Haggis was no ordinary
tankie; he was, in fact, a Mus-
covy duck or, more properly, a
drake.

As Lord Bruntisfield writes
in the preface, Haggis was a
“very real and valuable crew
member. A warm-blooded,
trusting little . creature with
whom to share fears, fatigues
and anxieties - a beating heart,
to comfort and be comforted.”

Haggis was found and “cap-
tured” in an Italian barn by the
Sherman crew who had every
intention of making him a wel-
come and tasty complement to
their compo ration packs, but
before the deed could be done
the tank was ordered into
action.

Afterwards, as the crew
relaxed, they found the bird
preening his feathers on the
pile of spent shell cases. Culi-
nary desires were forgotten;
“they gazed in amazement and
knew, of course, that he had
become their friend. The duck
knew it too.”

He became the special friend
of Smudger Smith, the Sher-
man’s driver, and over the next
20 months they became con-
stant companions, with Haggis
travelling mostly on Smudger’s
knees while he was driving,
only rarely to be distracted by a

female duck as they progressed :

through Italy.

In towns and villages Haggis
would sit on the tank’s turret to
acknowledge the cheers from

Frank an J\uﬂ‘ﬁlian::_A'Rers_:Dog_gla_s; |

Haggis, as depicted on the cover of the book by Frank and Julian
Akers-Douglas wearing the cap badge of the Royal Scots Greys

the inhabitants. Promoted to
corporal ‘'with two stripes
clipped to his wings, he proud-
ly wore the cap badge of the

for the unit to return to Scot-
land in preparation for the
invasion of Normandy, Haggis
was forced, to his disgust, to

Royal Scots
Greys attached
to a black boot
lace round his
neck, together
with the ribbons
of the Long Ser-
vice and Good
Conduct Medal

Corporal Haggis: The Wartime
Story of a Muscovy Duck, Sep-
tember 1943 - May 1945 by
Frank and Julian Akers-Douglas,
published by The Book Guild Lim-
ited, Temple House, 25-6 High
Street, Lewes, East Sussex BN7
2LU, hardback £12.50 including
post and packing.

spend the ten-
day voyage
shut in a
wooden crate.
When they
arrived back at
Shieldhall
Dock the sol-
diers were con-

and Italy Star.
He wore these adornments on
formal occasions.

“At other times, members of
the crew would stroke and
caress Haggis in their strong
arms and he loved this atten-
tion. Little did he realise how
important he had become to
the crew.” When the time came

e fronted with
the little problem of smuggling
their duck through Customs.

This was achieved by
making him drunk on whisky
and hiding him in the middle
of Smudger’s bed roll.
Inevitably, he awoke protesting
at the inopportune moment,
causing the crew to sing and

shout raucously to disguise his
quacking.

Haggis accompanied the
crew through France, Bel-
gium, Holland and Germany
and took part in all the unit’s
actions. “Miraculously, neither
the driver nor the duck had
been even slightly hurt through
the whole campaign since the
invasion.”

The war ended for Haggis
and the crew at Wismar on the
Baltic coast. In the victory
parade through the town
“there was Haggis perched on
top of his tank . , . feeling every
bit the conquering hero along-
side his comrades.”

Apart from The Greys, the
Canadian Parachute Regiment
had also arrived at Wismar. Of
course, none of the Canadians
knew of Haggis and when he
appeared through a hedge and
into their lines, they assumed
he was just another duck from
a local farm and could be con-
sidered a prize of war.

When  Smudger = Smith
arrived on the scene he found
that his friend, who had sur-
vived so much, had lost his life
for the same reason it had very
nearly ended by Smudger’s
own hand 20 months earlier.

Just outside Wismar stands a
60ft oak tree which marks the
spot where, on a sad day in
May 1945, a very special grave
was dug. Over this was placed a
metal plague, made from the
top of an ammunition box and
inscribed:

A DUCK SERVED AS
ACTING UNPAID CORPO-
RAL HAGGIS, A SCOTS
GREY OF THE 1939 - 45

WAR.

The book, profusely illus-
trated with drawings by Ange-
lika Elsebach, succeeds in
awakening a sharp sense of
memory in readers old enough
to recall events of those days,
so long ago and far away.

‘To others it acts as a
reminder that amid chaos and
bloodshed there is always a
better side to man and beast.
Call it comradeship or com-
passion, it matters not.

Or should it be said it mat-
ters a great deal? — B J
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L50)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, May 25, 1946

HAIR RAISING

Hundreds of pounds of hair
from Army barbers all over
Britain is being put to a good
cause by a factory in Hack-
ney, London. The hair is
boiled in bubbling cauldrons
at the premises of Ashe Labo-
ratories to make a substance
known as cystine — used in
the manufacture of penicillin.

725YEARS AGO

From Soldier, May 1971

HAILE DELIGHTED

Nearly 3,000 Ethiopians
turned out to watch the band
and pipes and drums of 2nd
Battalion, The Royal Irish
Rangers march through
Asmara - first time they had
seen a similar parade since
British troops were stationed
in Eritrea 20 years ago, before
its amalgamation with Ethiopia.
Emperor Haile Selassie — him-
self a British Army honorary
field marshal - had invited the
musicians.

Bring on
the Royal
Marines

THERE will be a relatively rare
opportunity for military music
enthusiasts to hear and watch the
Massed Bands of the Royal
Marines Beating Retreat on Horse
Guards Parade, London, next
month.

Arranged to honour the Duke of
Edinburgh, Captain General of the
Royal Marines, on his 75th birth-
day, the ceremony will be staged
on the evenings of June 11, 12
and 13.

Prince Philip will take the salute
on the final evening.

Tickets for the June 13 perfor-
mance, to which the Queen will
accompany the Duke in the State
carriages with a Captain’s Escort
of the Household Cavalry, have
sold quickly, although there are a
limited number of £10 seats left.

The RM Massed Bands last
performed the Beating Retreat
ceremony in 1991, and next
month’s show could well be the
last of this millennium. All five RM
bands, comprising about 300
musicians, will be on parade.

Receipts from fticket, pro-
gramme and advertising will go to
RN and RM charities. If individual
purchasers quote their support for
SSAFA or King George's Fund for
Sailors, 15 per cent of the seat
price will go directly to that charity.

For details of how to book, see
the advertisement opposite.
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Veterans return
to Imjin River

by Jim Jacobs, a gunner
during the Korean War

THE IMJIN River Battle, fought in
Korea in April 1951 by two British
battalions and one from Belgium
against the Chinese 63rd Army of
three divisions, is commemorat-
ed annually at Solma-ri, the
scene of the Glosters' defiant
stand against overwheiming
odds.

Last month | was privileged to
attend the ceremony with fellow
members of the British Korean
Veterans Association. Also pre-
sent were representatives of
Hong Kong Garrison, including a
British Army padre and Gurkha
pipe major and bugler, headed by
GOC Hong Kong, Maj Gen Bryan
Dutton.

The moving ceremony,
speeches and wreath-laying
completed, scholarships donated
by major British businesses in
Korea were awarded to students
of Kyonggi and Choksung High
Schools.

A fine resumé of the battle’s
progress, 45 years ago, was
related by Brig Colin Parr,
Defence Attaché, and a good
friend of the BKVA.

Following the formal events, a
buffet lunch and bar was quickly
surrounded. As | mingled with the
guests, drink in one hand, food in
the other, a senior American offi-
cer approached, hand held out.

Attempting to shake one of
mine, he opened with “Hil, | am
General Norwood. It is my plea-
sure to meet you, Sir.”

“Sir", to me, who, 45 years ear-

lier had been but a lowly gunner

Army Video
Diary 1996

All units should have received
a copy of the Army Video
Diary 1995. Planning for the
1996 version will soon be
underway.

If you feel your unit should
be included for an exercise,
event or occasion which you
are undertaking before Sep-
tember, please tell DPR(A).

If you want to put forward a
suggestion, fax details to SO3
DPR(A) at MoD Main Building
on ext 84920 (0171-218 4920).
Include:

@ unit name and address

@ the event

® the date

® a brief description

@® point of contact and tele-
phone number

® a fax number.

in a mortar troop. |
enjoyed my 15 minutes
of fame.

With  lunch and
socialising complete,
we moved to Castle
Hill, from where a
panoramic view was
obtained of the start
point of the attack by
30,000 Chinese
infantry on April 22,
1951. Brig Parr, who
organised a splendid
day, provided an excel-
lent account of events
as they had unfolded,
as viewed from that
same hilltop by A Com-
pany, 1 Glosters.

On the following day
we attended similar
ceremonies held for
our Australian, Cana-
dian and New Zealand
colleagues at their

a vi7%,
THEN: Self-portrait of Gnr Jim Jacobs,
circa 1951, with 4.2in mortar in Korea

Gary’s
Legion of
helpers

Former RMP Gary Thom, hurt
when a horse rolled on him, is
enjoying some relief from pain
thanks to hydrotherapy bath
system paid for by the Royal
British Legion.

Gary (37), pictured with his
family, served with the Red-
caps from 1976 to 1980. A year
before he left the Army he was
thrown at the Army Riding
School at Aldershot.

Although he appeared to
make a good recovery, it was
found that a number of verte-
brae in his back had been seri-
ously damaged. Last year he
was given a 40 per cent war
pension.

Although Gary can walk with
difficulty, his condition can,

unfortunately, only get worse.
The bath system will allow him
to ease the continuous pain
and reduce wear and tear on
his spine so that the condition
will deteriorate more slowly.
The Royal British Legion
bought the hydrotherapy bath
for £1,353 with the help of the

Army Benevolent Fund, the

Red Cross and St John of
Jerusalem, and the Poppy
Appeal.

Gary is studying for a law
degree and wants to qualify as
a solicitor. He is also about to
take an exam to qualify as a dri-
ving instructor.

respective memorials
at Naechon and Mok-
dong-ri, in the shadow
of Hills 677 and 504,
where they had fought
with great gallantry.

A short march
through Kap'yong
town led us to the com-
bined Commonwealth
Memorial, where we
were pleased to be
joined by local veteran
groups who had fought
in their war for survival.

Revisiting a remark-
ably improved country,
last seen in a state of
utter devastation,
hosted by one of the
most generous and
hospitable races on
this earth, was a mar-
vellous occasion.

It was good to be
there once more, in
comradeship with our
colleagues from the
Commonwealth, with
whom we had served
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45 years earlier, when
we were still full of the
enthusiasm of youth.

For the British veter-
ans the final day in Korea was
one of quiet contemplation, each
alone with personal thoughts
during a visit to the UN Military
Cemetery at Pusan. It was a sen-
timental time as headstones
were sought of those who remain
faces still, and voices, remem-
bered over 45 years.

We never forgot the Korea we
knew in war. Like the smell of the
earth, the colour of the rocks, the
feel of the rain, you don't forget.

NOW: Jim Jacobs pictured last month near
the original gun position of 170 Mortar Bat-
tery during the Imjin River battle

When | left Seoul (Kimpo) Air-
port, the immigration officer paid
particular attention to my depar-
ture card. The reason stated for
my visit to his country was
entered “Korean War Vetegan
Visit”. Handing back my pass-
port, he leaned across and said:
“Thank you for coming to our
assistance in 1951, and thank
you for coming back.”

It made a touching finish to a
perfect week.

Raiders
of the
Greek
SAS

OUR feature on the origins of the
wording of the Kohima epitaph
(“The Greeks had a word for it”,
Soldier Feb 5) stirred other memo-
ries of Greece in reader Harry
“Poppy” Harris.

They were of the Greek Sacred
Squadron which fought alongside
the SAS-SBS (Force 142) in the
Aegean Islands during 1944-45. A
signaller, he was a member of the
400-strong raiding force which ter-
rorised the German army occupy-
ing the Dodecanese, Aegean,
Cyclades and Sporades groups of
islands.

The little-known unit's  quite
astounding successes were over-
shadowed by the battles going on
in Europe, says Poppy, now living
an altogether quieter life in Essex.

Led by Brig D J | Turnbull, the
raiders made 381 attacks on 70
German-held islands, destroying
125 ships, wireless and cable
installations, and fuel and ammu-
nition dumps during what was a
nightly schedule of mayhem.

The 1st Squadron of the Sacred
Regiment was formed in 370 BC
to fight the Spartans at Thebes: It
was wiped out, as was the 2nd
Squadron formed in 1821 to fight

Turn to next page
for Reunions,

Searchline, and
diary dates

the Turks. Its third incarnation was
in November 1942 as the Greek
Sacred Squadron of the SAS, and
it went on to fight with great suc-
cess alongside Turnbull’s raiders.

Vastly outnumbered by German
garrisons, the British forces,
backed by 1,200 members of the
Greek Sacred Squadron, vindicat-
ed their audacious tactics of strik-
ing swiftly and silently before
melting into the night.

The raiders inflicted 4,131
known casualties and themselves
lost 29 killed, 35 wounded and 39
captured. Their activities pinned
down more than 40,000 enemy
troops and prevented them from
playing any part in the Italian cam-
paign or, after D-Day, from rein-
forcing France and Belgium.

The 3rd Greek Sacred Regi-
ment SAS was disbanded on July
21, 1945. A record of its achieve-
ments closes with the words of
Pericles:

Take these men as your example,
like them, know that Prosperity
belongs to the free,
and that Freedom is the sure pos-
session of those
who have the courage to defend it.

NOT LONDON...

ITALY campaign veterans: Don’t
go to London on May 18-19 for
the annual Beating Retreat,
reception and parade ...it'sall
happening in Portsmouth!

A misunderstanding resulted
in the venue for the Italy Star
Association 1943-45 parade
weekend being incorrectly pub-
licised as London in these
pages.

National chairman Maurice
Cheadle says it is definitely
taking place at Portsmouth
Guildhall. The parade will be
reviewed by the Association
President, Col W K Pryke, the
Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, and
the Lord Lieutenant of Hamp-
shire.

4 It’s the way he tells ‘em:
There’s a chance to spend an
evening with ex-Para Frank
Carson at the Airborne Forces
Museum in Aldershot on June
25.Enquiries to Diana Andrews
on 01252 349619.

Early days
for BAOR

DID you serve in Germany with
the British Army of the Rhine
(BAOR) in 19467 Do you remem-
ber serving with the Army and
waliting for your wife and family to
join you — or perhaps you were the
wife of an officer, packing your
bags for Germany in the summer
of that year to go and join your
husband?

If so, BBC Radio would like to
hear from you. Backtrack, a daily
series due to start on July 8, will
look at the news of the same day
50 years previously.

Radio 4 is interested in hearing
what it was like to be a BAOR
family living in Germany in 1946.
You can telephone researcher Liz
Senior on 0161-244 4249 or write
to her at Room 2121, New Broad-
casting House, Oxford Road,
Manchester M60 1SJ.

ART SOCIETY REMINDER:
Handing-in day for the 63rd
London exhibition of the Armed
Forces Art Society is May 24. The
event is being staged in the Lady
Butler galleries at the National
Army Museum, Chelsea.

Details from Sqn Ldr J Ashton
on 01494 440427.
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TICKETMASTER LTD
TEL: 0171 344 44
(CREDIT CARD SALES
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OUTLETS AT SELECTEI
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STORES AND

BOARD AT
VICTORIA STATION

BY THE MASSED BANDS OF HER MAJESTY'S

ON HORSE GUARDS PARADE 11-12-13 JUNE 1996 AT 6.15PM

TICKET PRICES A: £10 B: £8 C: £5

APPLY TO: BEATING RETREAT OFFICE . RM CORPS SECRETARIAT
WHALE ISLAND . PORTSMOUTH :
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May

25-27: Rhine Army Summer
Show, Paderborn.

25-27: Overlord 96 military vehi-
cle rally, Southsea, Hants.
30-June 6: Armed Forces Art
Society 63rd exhibition, Nation-
al Army Museum, Chelsea.
June

3: Military band spectacular in
aid of SSAFA, Duke of York’s
HQ, Chelsea, 7.45pm. Tickets
£5 (payable to Greater London
TAVRA) from Duke of York's HQ,
Chelsea, London SW3 4RY.
5-6: Floodlit Beating Retreat by
massed bands of Household
Division, Horse Guards Parade,
2130. Salutes to be taken by
Princess Margaret (June 5) and
the Duchess of Gloucester
(June 6). Tickets, £10, £8 and
£5, from 0171-414 2271.

11, 12, 13: Beating Retreat by
Royal Marines on Horse Guards
Parade to mark Captain Gener-
al's 75th birthday, 6.15pm. Tick-
ets from 01705 547205.

15: RLC at Home. Displays,
demonstrations and sideshows
at Princess Royal Barracks,
Deepcut, Camberley, 2pm-6pm.
15: Queen’s Birthday Parade,
Horse Guards Parade. Colour
trooped by 1 IG (rehearsals
June 1 and 8).

15-21: Weymouth annual inter-
national military and veterans’
festival.

23: Colchester Garrison Coun-
try Day, Fingringhoe Ranges,
including 24 AB Bde military dis-
play and music by Minden
Band, Corps of Drums, 1 R
Anglian. Proceeds to ABF,
SSAFA and local charity.

29-30: SSAFA Lincolnshire
fund-raising event at Air Day,
RAF Waddington, Lincoln.

July

5: RE Rowing Club 150th
anniversary row-past, reunion,
Royal Henley.

9-20: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court.

11: RBL 75th anniversary ser-
vice, Westminster Abbey.

14: Para spectacular, Southsea
Common, in aid of Airborne
Forces welfare. Red Devils dis-
play, Gurkha Pipes and Drums,
marching bands and military
displays. Free entry.

21: Oxon-Bucks RBL gala day,
Stonor Park nr Henley-on-
Thames. Details from County
Field Officer on 01865 53151.
28: Tank Museum battle day,
Bovington.

September

7-8: Berwick Military Tattoo.
Proceeds to SSAFA.

October

6: Aldershot militaria exhibition
and fair, The Maltings, Farn-
ham, Surrey,

November

16: Classic military band con-
cert, Band of RAF College
Cranwell at Cranwell in aid of
SSAFA Lincolnshire. (details:
01406 425550).

® 7o include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.
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Italy Star Association 1943-45:
May 18, Portsmouth Guildhall
reception and Beating Retreat by
AGC Band in Guildhall Square.
May 19, annual parade and lun-
cheon of the Italy Star Associa-
tion. Standards of regimental and
old comrades’ associations wel-
come. Salute taken by Lord Lieu-
tenant of Hampshire. Details from
D Cooke on 01705 366721 or S
Leech on 01329 664874.

Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters Regiment: Regimental
annual reunion takes place at
Pitchcroft Racecourse, Worcester,
on June 1. Details from RHQ
WFR, Norton Barracks, Worcester
WRS5 2PA (01905 354359).

16 Signal Regiment: Reunion for
all former 1960s personnel to be
held at Southend on Sea in June.
Details from Chris Bartlett on
01702 524620, or sae to him at 45

R R

Whitehouse Road, Leigh on Sea,
Essex SS9 5SR.

Royal Artillery Association
(Exeter Branch): The branch cel-
ebrates its golden anniversary
with a luncheon at St Loye's Con-
ference Centre, Exeter, on June 8,
followed the next day by the dedi-
cation of a new standard at St
Michael's and All Saints Church,
Aphington. Details from John
Seatherton, 8 Seabrook Avenue,
Countess Wear, Exeter EX2 7DW
(01392 874072).

40th Regiment RA: Regimental
reunion of Lowland Gunners, past
and present, takes place in Edin-
burgh on August 24. Details from
WO2 (BSM) Pivett, 40th Regiment
RA, Caen Barracks, BFPO 30.

RE Darland Boys’ Association
1939-41: 16th reunion takes place
on September 13 at the King

Charles Hotel, Gillingham. Details
from Jim Winchester, 8 Durham
Road, Luton, Beds LU2 ORB.

238 (London) Sig Sqn, 1989-92:
Reunion planned at Chelsea Bar-
racks, London, on September 28.
For details send sae to Sgt S M L
Samuel, 30 Signal Regt, Game-
cock Barracks, Bramcote,
Nuneaton, Warks CV11 6QN.

Infantry Boys/Junior Leaders
Battalion: Former boys and per-
manent staff, Tuxford. Harrogate,
Plymouth, Oswestry please note
the second annual reunion dinner
has been rescheduled from
August 3 at Worthy Down and will
now be held on October 19 at 5
RGJ Training Centre, Milton
Keynes. Details from Howard
Johnson, 35 Maes-y-Sarn, Pen-
tyrch, Cardiff CF4 8QQ, please
enclose sae (or tel 01222
891274).

Happy birthday, Ma’'am . ..

Royal salute: Soldiers of 104 Air Defence Regiment fire a 21-gun salute at Cardiff Castle to mark the
Queen’s 70th birthday. The regiment, which has Territorial Army centres at Newport, Worcester, Wolver-
hampton, Cardiff and Abertillery, normally deploys with the Javelin anti-aircraft missile system, but brings
out the four ceremonial guns for special occasions such as the Queen’s birthday

As part of the Hong Kong draw-
down, the Hong Kong Military
Service Corps will disband on
March 31, 1997. Donors of pre-
sentation pieces to the Corporals’
WOs' and SNCOs' and Officers’
Messes are asked to state their
wishes for return or disposal.
Items unclaimed by May 31 will be
sold off to raise funds for the Hong
Kong Locally Enlisted Personnel
Trust. Contact Maj N C Li, Corps
Adjutant, HQ and Depot HKMSC,
Stonecutters Island, BFPO 1 (tel
Hong Kong 27460492)

164 Railway Operating Compa-
ny 1939-46: L R Swindale seeks
news of Frank Shephard, Jock
Lythgoe, Jock Guilder, Cpls Tyrell
and Furmer, William Knutt and any
former members of MT Section.
Several members already traced.
Replies to 6 Yew Tree Crescent,
Stapenhill, Burton-on-Trent DE15
9QL (01283 538322 or 0378-491
343).

Mrs M Hadley wishes to hear from
anyone who knew or served with
her father, T/250950 Driver John

Leslie Lloyd RASC, who died as
a result of battle injuries while
serving with 57 Company RASC
in Italy 1943-44. Replies to her at
44 Farmstead Way, Great Sutton,
South Wirral L66 2RU.
L]

Dick Field seeks news of Alec
Armit with whom he served in 656
Squadron,. Army Air Corps,
Malaya 1958-60 during the Emer-
gency. Replies to him at Colliers
Brook, Aylburton Common,
Lydney, Glos GL15 6DX (01594
529404).



COMPETITION 637

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to

HOAY 637, Soldier,

Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by June 14. Do
not include anything else

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

WIiN
£50;

in your envelope. More
than one entry can be sub-
mitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The
first correct entries drawn
will be the winners. No
correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
July 8 issue.

Name : (Give rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 634 (April 15): Congratulations to MoD
Guard Service supervisor Mr P Johnson, c/o 49 Signal
Sqn, Carlton Barracks, Leeds, who wins £50. Book prizes
go to runners-up LCpl Feilder, of 22 Fd Hospital RAMC,
Aldershot, and Lt Col C G O Hogg, RHQ, The Kings Own
Scottish Borderers, The Barracks, Berwick upon Tweed.

SAMPLE
SHIRT

U.K. MADE OLIVE
GREEN T-SHIRTS

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

* T-SHIRTS

* SWEATSHIRTS
* POLOSHIRTS

* RUGBY SHIRTS
* DRILL TOPS

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett, 3aJ

Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB 3
TEL:(01793) 849888 3

FAX:(01793) 849890 §

. * SWEATERS * CAPS i
For FREE colour brochure from}g
| the U.K's leading supplier to

H.M. Forces contact:




Welbeck
College

A unique co-educational sixth form
boarding school for potential Army
Officers.

* Guaranteed entry to University or
Sandhurst.

* Guaranteed salary on successful completion
of ‘A’ levels.

Specialising in Maths and the Sciences.

Maximise your academic potential.
Maximise your mental and physical fitness.

* % % %

A friendly co-educational working
atmosphere with highly motivated students.

»*

Excellent MoD funded facilities at minimal
cost to parents.

Further details from:
The Principal, Welbeck College,
Worksop, Notts S80 3LN

Telephone: 01909 476326
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Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire
A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families
* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders
* High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline
% All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds
%* Our own escorts to and from airports and stations
* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats.
Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn.

Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 841444

4 to 18 years old

% Pupils can join at any age

friendly community

WARMINSTER SCHOOL

Coeducational, Day and Boarding

* Long experience in caring for Service families
* Bursaries available, plus 6th Form Scholarships, and awards at 11+
* Continuity of educaton across the whole age range, within a caring,

% An opportunity to keep the whole family together
* Small class sizes, excelient facilities
* High standards, and clear expectations
Prospectus and further details may be obtained from
Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8P]
(Tel: 01985 213038; Fax: 01985 214129)

Warminster School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girls

THE
DUKE OF YORK’S
| ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL

DOVER

@ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and
retired members of the British Army, RAF and
RN/RM.

@ 475 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers.
@ Caring family atmosphere.

@ Pupil : Teacher ratio 10 : 1. Average class size 16.

® Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC National Diploma,
GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university.

® Low fees of £250 per term whether serving or retired.

@ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic
work.

Further enquiries to:

Headmaster
The Duke of York’ School
Dover CT15 5EQ

MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM Forces:
established in 1984

A world-wide CV firm run by a former
Army officer and current full-time career
consultant. Past clients include men and
women of all ranks from every part of the
Army.
Why not write or telephone for full details to:

Anthony Jacques,

66 High View Road,

Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU
Tel: 01483 823766

CVs & RESUMES
A specialist and fully comprehensive service
tailored entirely to the individual which
includes:
# Profi | CV and ré
# Job application letter
# Printed on A4 white card
# Fully bound
# Client's own disc

ONLY £20 ( Including UK postage)
For full details and expert advice please
contact: Gerald Hunter BA (Hons), 30
Winskill Road, Liverpool L11 1HB
Answerphone/fax
0151 256 8874

Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Quality content. Impeccable presentation.
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service.
Laser printing. Free client CV storage.
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ

% Tel/ Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 hrle

fs C‘ D i C.V.EXPRESS
S - for Miitary Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft
personnel & Master Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-

Type Services, over 2200 type Fonts and
more than 20 different Media Presentation
types available. Complete package
providing Unbeatable Quality.
For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write to:
Mr MacDonald
3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull,
East Yorkshire HU6 9UA
Tel: 01482 804643 (7 days a Week) g

SECURE YOUR FUTURE

Train with TCM Ltd to become a
COMPUTER HARDWARE TECHNICIAN

Computer Technology is the Driving Force in Industry and Commerce. It
will provide an ever increasing Demand for Skilled Hardware Technicians
with JOB SECURITY.

TCM can provide you with these skills. Full-time courses of 4 or 10 weeks leading
to City & Guilds Micro Computer Systems Installation and Maintenance Level lil.

Tel: 01634 404200

Phone: (01304) 245024

NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept.
PO Box 573,
Sutton Coldfieid,
West Midlands
B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

SERVICES_

SOLDIER

Too good to dismiss -
take out a subscription
now!
Telephone:

01252 347353




GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £9.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £11.00
CHINDITS £8.00
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO
KNIVES (Black) £21.50
BELT BUCKLES WITH REGIMENTAL
BADGE £3.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30

WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
All prices include p&p
THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephone 01706 846648

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE

Full size and miniature medals

supplied and mounted for wear

or display. Send for full list of

miniature medals, emblems,
clasps, etc.

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 OLG
Telephone (01527) 835375
Access/Visa welcome
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e (A G AT LIRS,
3 Hilarious caricatures
*Groups” or ‘Singles’
from photos in colour
or B&W by a
professional

g - cartoonist, A unique
gift for all occasions.

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

Also cartoonists for
parties, etc. For samples
and pruu or a ql_l()l(lllﬂl‘l

" Rick Coleman: 0181-44] 6607
D4

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 BAP

BRITISH MILITARY INSIGNIA

* All current beret badges
# All Officers’ beret badges

* Rank insignia and shoulder titles

* Cloth patches and bullion patches

* Anodised collar badges

* Wings, formation signs, berets

* DZ patches, snipers’ badges, hackles

Over 1,000 items in my very latest
illustrated catalogue

British catalogue £1 US Army catalogue £1

French Foreign Legion £1 World-wide Para £1
Mike Lapworth (S), 15 Woodside Grove,

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 i

BRISTOL BS10 7RF Dg

VISTA TIES

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

TIES

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

Bickerton Jewellery
are awaiting your call for details on their

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

for information and price lists write, phone or fax to

J.M.BICKERTON

0121 551 7366 23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For beautifully made brooches in 9ct gold

Embroidered or printed
with your design

Plus badges, crests & promotional items
Call now for free catalogue.

Top qualltyVVO rk
Leisurewear

PI"OI‘I‘IOtIOI'IS

Rodney Road, Fratton industrial Estate,
Portsmouth, Hants PO4 8SY.

Tel: (01705) 822436. Fax: (01705) 822177.

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES

Suppliers to British, NATO and UN Forces.

Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

E Ueret
r::::lod sweats and T-shlrts, min. qty. 36\,
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

ree orlgmal 24+

ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50

Printed - min. 36
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25

WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour hrochure

ns'ﬂn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN /

MOTIFS

& CUDDLES

Someone somewhere is waiting to
hear from you

10 Yellow Roses
£17.50 10 Carnations yellow/mixed ;£17.50
10 Freesia & Fern

10 Dusky Pink Roses
10 Carnations

10 Freesia & Fern

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S.A.E.
for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.

Fax: (01474) 537166.

“Cold cast bronze”

o8

\ Please use this as an order form |
Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the U.K. or N. Ireland.
Include your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in mind.
| 12 ROSES Red/Pink (largefv £13.85
| 24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
| 12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
| 40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
| JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
Bouquet special mixed - 50 flowers £22.50
| Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern — 30 flowers £16.50
| Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern ~ 30 flowers £17.50
Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £14.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 20 flowers £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG + 3 PIGLETS  (Pale Pink) 10"+ 7" long £22.75
BERTIE BADGER (Black & White) 22" long £22.60

THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS

EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE

MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/
LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter

Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red

WINSTON BEAR

WINSTON BEAR

{Not sunan\e for
under

{Gold. Jointed) D/Blue
(Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red
Prices and order forms available upon request.
Prices include P&P + VAT
N.B. Peak periods - flowers may be used from other sources
VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE

Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey C. |. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 46708
Fax: (01481) 43406

19" high £27.80
14" high £20.50
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EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
AR

SPORTS & LEISUREWE

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters — Sweatshirts
T Shirts — Sports shirts
Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

Regimental Ties -

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

ALL PRICES ARE 'NCLUSIVE
Hand-made BLAZER BADGES in fine wires & silks - £13.50
Hand-painted WALL PLAQUES - £22.50 & CAR BADGES - £18.00
STRIPES - £7.50 CRESTS & R.A. FLASH - £9.00
Regimental Leather KEY FOBS - £2.00
PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR OUR PRICE LIST
D. J. PARKINSON (DEPT. S)
186b LEWES ROAD, BRIGHTON BN2 3LD.Tel: Brighton (01273) 686877 (a.m. only)_

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Embroidery &
Insignia Ltd.,

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT

T entworth ™

the Peuverers

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE

}

Tel: (Nottm) 0115 9274469

MESS DRESS

'
P
.
e el

e

Fomanios s o o s et mrm'fm ey ,..,,._E

e

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER

High quality pewter tankards,

hip flasks, goblets, plates and
much more. Engraved with

Regimental Badges, Crests and
Logos to your own designs.

i Competitive prices. ™ 14 day Make or
Made to : L Full colour brochure. & 48 hr EXPRESS
) A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD ||| Keen prices
Measure MeSS Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield $1 3JA First [.';,,,, it
Tel: 0114 272 5676 & 0114 275 4168 Fax; 0114 272 6651 High quality
DI‘CSS fOl' ESESsaeEss = e N B/ Excellent payment terms

Officers & NCO’s

BOXERS

The finest quality GOLFERS

uniforms from the RACING DRIVERS
specialist Military tailor
specialis -51-1 ary tanor FOOTBALLERS

Interest F;;’.ee Credit gf\}?SKFE’;ngEY

Full Medal Service AND......

- THE BRITISH

Our representatives are SOLDIER

in regular attendance
at most units and
will call on request
R A
Call the specialist
Military tailor on

Germany, 0171 526 1340
Ansaphone, 05751 15087
UK, +44 (0)113 282 6102

UNIF 5RMAL

Uniformal Lid., Meynell Avenue,
Rothwell, Yorkshire 1526 ONU

are all available

in the latest FREE
Catalogue of Classic
Figurines in Cold
Cast Porcelain form

ENDURANCE LTD.
Crewe Hall,
Weston Road,
Crewe CW1 6UA
Cheshire.

Tel. 01270 250250

GILILITII IS SIS SITETILS SIS SIFLILLI TS LIS LS ISIIS SIS LSS L SIS LSS ST SIS LT SIL SIS ILLISIT S SIS IS IS SIS IS ELITSE
PrT T IIS s
R

Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

o

Knowsley Industrial Park North,

D4

I =1 MICHAEL JAY
i| | Exclusive HAND CUT
y —/ TAILORING
For your
MADE TO MEASURE b
J Uniforms Suits ete  J

we offer

Local agent to measure in most areas

[Please telephone 01449 766086]

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

As our customers say

5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 SAY

The service is simply unbeatable

BE BATTLE READY!

You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND
THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George’s
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

e il i i i i D S oll
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Regal Military /|
Tailors & J@

Military and Civilian Tailors 3
3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane, Bramley, Leeds LS13 3HA

for Officers and SN.C.O.s.
All garments are made to measure and are fitted
by our Craftsmen.
We use only regimentally approved materials and
all work is carried out on our own premises.
We also carry a full range of accoutrements from stock.
We offer a discount off bulk orders.

Telephone/fax 0113 2361091

Regal Military Tailors, 3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane,
Bramley, Leeds LS13 3HA

We offer the finest in Military and Civil Bespoke Tailoring,

D8

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS

LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS

« INTEREST FREE CREDIT
¢ All Accessories Supplied.
Shirts, Bow Ties, Medals
George Boots, Badges, etc.
e For All Your Uniform, Suit

& Blazer Requirements.
Contact:
UK 284-294 Ley St. llford Essex IG1 4BS

UK TEL: 0181 478 2780
GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631

40



INDEPENDENT

FINANCE

Vehicle insurance with leading
UK companies: instalment
payments, Check our rates before
_\'()ll renew or |RII\L' out a new

Contact MID the finance and
insurance specialists first for a
competitive quotation and
friendly personal service.
policy.
Cull KD TODAY
on 01278 446787

Wide choice of special schemes
for H.M. Forces including:

loans with up to 60 months to
repay: Sterling or DM plans: life Stockmoor Park, Taunton Road

cover with no exclusions, Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 6LD

Whutevl' you buy &

Ve | Ad b ; =) .
' Wherever you buy Kp
3 T

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511)

RANGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

== Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range”

1>  Finance at competitive rates

1= A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER

Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK

i s | R e s Ol e o b e e R

B e e EARG R SRR RO R L, MR 0T Mgy, P ey i R

SRR g e e TR S RN SR R 1) D T

D R e e e R AN - e L e

mMa“Zia
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental delivery
* 323 from £9,449 * 626 from £9,699
MX5 from £9,899

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:
323[] B26[ 1 MX3[} MX5[] MXB[] Xedos[]
CRRBn HRRRE b e s st s it £y i LHD/RHD

UNBEATABLE
SERVICE

| PEUGEOT |

CITROEN
-] VAUXHALL

] (|]1 ggg) 343333 e German or UK delivery
e RHD or LHD programme

e Used Car Sales in Germany m

o Demonstration Vechicles at
Super Savings

e Finance — dm. or Sterling

Lovamee®

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

1] 3 A —

| am interested in.........

L LT S S TS BN e S P SR Ut
o T RS e S S R S S SRS SR R R SIS S T

Germany 0130-8544-96

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

HOTLINE

a1



SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Polos, Rugby Shirts,

Hooded Tops,

Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 SSU
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

@ English-made
sweat shirts
@ T-shirts single
& multi-coloured
designs
@® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTS LTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

WRAC SHIELDS

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979

0374 133493 4l

are still available and in stock at £13.25 inc
VAT and p&p. Along with Regimental and
Corps shields, we also carry standard IFOR
and UN SHIELDS (3 designs) or will
produce to your design. PEWTER MODEL
WEAPONS: please contact us for our full
range and prices. New models include the
Milan, 81lmm Mortar, GPMG SF all with
crew members. COLD CAST BRONZE
STATUETTES. We have a very wide range of
new models: The Crouching Combat Patrol
Soldier, The Light Infantry Bugler, AS 90 and
next month a new REME statuette.

Present Arms International
Northwick Business Centre
Blockley, Moreton-in-Marsh
Gloucestershire GL56 9RF

Tel: 01386 700050
Fax: 01386 700040
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HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

Consult the experts.

YOUR OWN DESIGN

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS
+ LOTS MORE

RICE GUARANTEE

If you find the seme garment cheaper
we will refund the
difference

PROMOTIONAL MARKETING Co.
AS & Bé Guy Motors Industrial Park
Park Lane, Wolverhampton WV10 9QF.

Telephone: (01902) 724421

U,
UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE

Mess Dress P.O.A
Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00
OR's No.1 Dress £295.00
Officers No.1 Dress £325.00
S.B. Blazer £150.00
D.B. Blazer £175.00
Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject to V.A T, where applicable

48Hr or 2 Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK
STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY
TEL 01449 766088  FAX: 01449 766606

42

We can replace full size
medals and supply miniatures.

A fast, efficient service.

THE VETERANS’
MEDAL OFFICE

PO Box 61, Dallington,
Heathfield, TN21 92§
Tel: 01435 830111

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a stamped self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Sally, 42, 5'2", extremely pretty, long
blonde hair, curvy and plump.Viva-
cious personality, warm hearted and
intelligent. Enjoys dining out, theatre,
Arts, animal welfare. Seeking male pen
pals. P717
Monica, 33, 5'5", brown hair. Enjoys
fine art, writing, walking and music.
Seeking pen pals aged 30+ P718 11

Nikki, 38, 5'3", dark hair, slim.
Enjoys countryside, socialising, family,
being happy. Seeking pen pals with
great sense of humour. P720

Belinda, 28, 5'3", long fair hair,
green eyes, medium build. Enjoys
swimming, keep fit, clubs, pubs,
cinema, amateur dramatics. Seeking
male pen pals aged 25-38, GSOH
essential. P721
Female, 26, 5'6", golden hair, blue
eves. Enjoys scuba diving, watching
sharks and going to the pub. Seeking
pen pals aged 20+ to write regularly.
P722

11796

11196

1119

Sarah, 27, 5'10", black hair, brown
eyes, attractive. Enjoys reading, keep-
ing fit and going out. Seeking single
male pen pals aged 28-35, photo if
poss. P723 1196
Sheryl, young 30, 5'2", blonde,
green eyes. Enjoys driving, keep fit,
socialising, reading, travelling, talking!
Seeking male pen pals aged 28+ with
similar mature outlook on life. P724

11/96

Help the Gurkhas. [£1.00 on each
book to the Gurkha Welfare Trust.
'Johnny Gurkha', 'Britain's Brigade of
Gurkhas', "Wars Bring Scars', £4.00
each copy. ED Smith, 2 Balfour
Mews, Station Road, Sidmouth EX10
8XL. 10-11/96
Second hand bookshop requires
books in all subjects, especially military,
history and politics. We collect! TLON
BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills, Meran-
tun Way, London SW19 2RD. Tele-
phone 0181-540 4371.

Military History Books. SAE for cat-
alogue. Purchase of books in good con-
dition on land warfare. Free specialist
booksearch. John McKenzie, Carpen-
ters, Cary Road, North Cadbury,
Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7DE. Tel:
01963 440557. ’

08-12/96

03 12/96

“Head-dress Badges of the
British Army” by Kipling and
King. The collectors’ Bible.
Volume One (1800 —'1920) £65,
posted. Volume Two (1920 -
1995) updated and enlarged
£42.50 posted. H L & P King, 3
Saxon Croft, Farnham, Surrey
GU9 7QB. (Tel. 01252 716303)
Supplies limited.

10-16/96

T ForSale
~ Guest House

8 bedroom, licensed guest house situated
on the Lincs' coast with restaurant, bar,
lounge, some en-suites & sea views. With
excellent facilities & condition (inside and
out) this thriving business is for sale as a
going concern and is an ideal opportunity
for ex-Army personnel.

Price £130,000
All enquires to
Alison or Robin Thompson
Admiralty Guest House
22 Admiralty Road, Mablethorpe Lincs

Tel: 01507 472820

D9

Picture framing as a career. All
levels of training offered by a qualified
"Guild Commended Framer" in Bris-
tol, 01454 617022.

10-15/96

1
|
1

Absolutely Urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm
seven days). e
Brand new BMW or any other car £5
per week plus petrol. Tel 01264
738744 ,evenings. 11/96

Left hand drive

vehicles urgently

wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer. Tel:
0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823. Fax:
0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm seven
days). TIC

Military badges, good selecrion rea-
sonable prices. SAE for list: G Brindle,
2 Short Road, Smethwick, West Mid-
lands B67 6N]J.

09-12/96

Cap badges, medals. Many collec-
table items. Medal mounting service,
framing. Large selection of military
and aviation videos available from Mil-
itary and Aviation Shop, 162 High
Street, Watford, Hertfordshire WD1
2EG. Tel: 01923 222446.

Hand embroidered quality wire blazer
badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company, 4/477
Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan.

Give them the most unique
gift/presentation idea ever! A “Scot-
tish Laird” Title for a “Tenner’, oh yes!
Details from S.A. Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1QJ.

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. TiC

Mess dress, RAMC, 38" chest, 32-
34" waist. Hardly worn, £200 ono.
01252 22365.

e 7 7 e e ok e ke e ok e ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ke ok
Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum

07-12/96

20-19/96

07-16/96

09-10/96

‘order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-

side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. Tuc
e 7k e e s e vk sk ke e vk e e sk e ek ok e o

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

24196

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. "0

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO BOX 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q.

Military Insignia British and Colo-
nial, Victorian to date. No re-strikes.
50p for 32 page listing. Shotton, 7 Peak
Road, Clanfield, Hants.

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK?”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOP’s: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms, Full info on
SA8B0/LSW, Tests and APWT’s,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines, MT
Driver, Tank & Aircraft Recognition.
ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price £7.50
(incl of p&p UK/BFPO). Trade Terms
on application. Available from selected
NAAFI Branches, Bookshops or direct
from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/Fax: 01964 542878. TIC
Ties, badges, plaques, standard
designs or custom-made. Blazer but-
tons, medals, accoutrements. SAE
appreciated for lists. The Heraldic Co,
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End,
Coleford, Glos GL16 7THA. Tel/fax:
01594 83220, s Aso
Tune Belt UK. The original radio/cas-
sette carrier, £14.95 inc p&p. Tel/Fax:

03-14/96

AS96

015242 21259. STD + CD sizes.
Black only. 11-14/96
Army Cap Badges bought and sold.
Insignia, Officers, Canadian, Aus-

tralian. £1.00 for lists. ] Staines, 11
Russet Close, Polegate, East Sussex
BN26 6]T.

11-12/%6



Medals. Full/miniature medal
mounting service. Loose or court style.
Comprehensive range of miniatures
always available. Write or phone for
quotation. Firmin & Sons Plc, 82/86
New Town Row, Birmingham B6
4HU. Tel: 0121-359 6666. Established

1677. EOI96

Largest Manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, Schools, Colleges, Clubs etc.
Flags, Banners, Sashes, Coats-of-Arms,
Family Crests and all military accou-
trements. Also leather gloves, footballs,
track suits. Contact: J Arthur (PVT)
Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot 51310, Pak-
istan. Fax: 92 432 588605.

* Hand embroidered regimental
blazer badges. Specialist in civil and
military ceremonial regalia, corporate
accessories, insignia and accoutrement
manufacturers. Leslie & Company,
Commissioner Road, Sialkot-1, Pak-
istan. Fax +92-432-588815. Tel: +92-
432-86689/592829.

03-14/96

AS%
NATO (IFOR) medals now avail-
able. Full size £15.00, miniatures
£7.50 + VAT (UK) + postage (75p).
Send SAE for caralogue to: Miniature
Medals (SM), 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics LE10 2HP.

Souvenir of Service. China tankard
or 8" plate, personalised with three
lines of copy (eight words) and army
crown or IFOR shield in 22ct gold.
£14.95, post paid. BFM Collectables,
PO BOX 69, Fleet, Hants GU13 9YN.

10/96
Fieldcraft, life skills, shooting skills,
outdoor survival, self defence and
much more. New book -catalogue,
thousands to choose from. Free. The
Outdoorsman’s Bookstore, PO Box 15,
Brecon, Powys LD3 7XZ or phone
01874 658660.
Military cap badges, militaria. For
my latest list please send 2x25p stamps
to: Wessex Militaria, PO BOX 6, Oke-
hampton, Devon EX20 1YT. Tel
01837 53332. 10-11/96

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehen-
sive range of military figurines available
in resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for informa-
tion/brochure. Tel/fax 01380 828382.

01-24/96
Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masomic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2x25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road Birkenhead, Merseyside 141
28Y.
Postcards of 13 new regiments and
corps. Light Dragoons, Highlanders,
Logistic Corps, AG Corps,etc. £5.95.
Geoff White, 19 Rushmoor Lane,
Backwell, Bristol.

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London El
4PS. TC

Cannon Curios, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts. Militaria, deacts,
prints, furniture, glass, china, books,
medal cases etc. 10-5 daily, closed
Wednesday. Tel: 01980 655099.

09-12/96

03-2596

09-14/96

1012196

101396

North Wales, near Snowdonial/coast.
Cosy stone cottages (Gas CH), quiet
farm, away from it all. Ideal area for
touring, walking, fishing, wildlife,
lazing about. Budget prices. Free
leaflet, Tel: 01745 870426. 07-1296

CYPRUS BARGAINS!! Last minute
prices for 3 star hotel (B&B) and self-
catering now available throughout
season. Fourteen nights (including
flight/transfers)  May/June  £295,
July/August £317, September £308,
October £318. 0151 722 3708.

03-16/96

City of Canterbury Pipe Band
requires new members male or female.
Experienced players preferred but
learners welcomed as tuition can be

given. Tel 01843 291258,
Boughton, evenings.

Colin

11-1219%

Closure Notice
Base Vehicle Depot Ludgershall
Base Vehicle Depot Ludgershall will
close on March 31, 1997. The Depot
Club has many items of property,
which have been kindly donated over
a period spanning almost 50 years.
Donors of presentations, who may
wish to retrieve the item are asked to
contact the undermentioned officer,
before September 30, 1996:
Major A S MacLaren RLC
2IC, BVDL, Andover
Hants SP11 9RP
Tel: Bulford Mil (01980 67) Ext 8654
Fax: Bulford Mil (01980 67) Ext 8559

1423 Veh Tp, which forms the majority
of the military personnel of BVDL,
will move to Base Vehicle Depot
Ashchurch in March 1997. It is
intended that all remaining items of
property will move with the troop on
relocation at Ashchurch.

APRIL 27,1996

Five-way tie for first prize (19 goals, £1,080
each): Lt Col A W Blackett, BMATT
Zimbabwe; Sgt P A Buckley, 16 Signal
Regt, BFPO 40; Sgt R Bull, 16 Regt RA,
Woolwich; Sgt | M Latham, 2 RRF, BFPO
23, LCpl S White, 3 Tk Tptr Sgn RLC,
BFPO 16.

23-way tie for sixth prize (18 goals, £26.09
each): Sgt T J Abrams, AFCO
Southampton; Cpl R G Anderson, BFPO
804; W02 S J Bertram, Hong Kong
Gurkha Signal Sqn, BFPO 1; Sgt D G
Boyd, BFPO 804; Sgt R Campbell, 7 Bn
REME, Wattisham; Cpl S D Carrington, 1
D and D, BFPO 22; Bdr A L Cowans, 5
Regt RA, Catterick; W02 M C Davidson, 1
WER, Tidworth; Capt E M J Dawes, HQ 4
Div, Aldershot; Maj Gen J F Deverell, RMA
Sandhurst; Capt S Erskine-Tulloch, AGC
Trg Centre, Worthy Down; SSgt L
Fairless, 4 Regt AAC, Wattisham; CSgt D
J Graham, 1 BW, Pirbright; Sgt C P
Lawson, HQ 19 Mech Bde, Catterick; LCpl
D Lister, 23 Pnr Regt RLC, Bicester; LBdr

JARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

P M McKenna, 3 RHA, Topcliffe; Cfn M D
Millar, 14 Signal Regt (EW), Brawdy; Pte
N F O'Donnell, BFPO 813; Capt P S Reese,
7 Para RHA, Aldershot; Capt P Roney,
QRH, Catterick; Cpl B C Still, 174 Pro Coy
RMP, Donnington; Maj D R Wilson, 33 Fd
Hosp RAMC, Gosport; Sgt G S Young, 2
RRF, BFPO 23.

MAY 4, 1996

First (622 runs, £2,500): Bdr D Saxon, 26
Regt RA, BFPO 113.

Second (615 runs, £1,250): Sgt K D Lane,
RAC Gunnery Schoal, Lulworth.

Third (603 runs, £750): Maj K P Thornber,
259 Signal Sqn, BFPO 53.

Fourth (598 runs, £500): W02 R A Jackson,
205 Fd Hosp (V), Glasgow.

Fifth (596 runs, £400): Cpl D W Mellor, 5
Regt RA, Catterick.

Sixth (590 runs, £300): W02 W Tait, HQ
DAAvn, Middle Wallop.

Seventh (585 runs, £200): W02 D Hethering-
ton, 12 Sup Regt RLC, BFPO 44.

Eighth (548 runs, £100): Cp! C C Barham, AIS
(A), Worthy Down.

MERE (A303) Wiltshire. Brand new
three bedroom semi, double glazed,
fitted kitchen, NHBC guarantee, free
mortgage protection. 5% deposit paid.
£54,500. 01749 850819.

10-12/96

FROME (Somerset). Recent barn
conversion, five bedrooms, three bath-
rooms, fitted kitchen, courtyard,
garages, stables, 4 1/2 acres. OIRO
£215,000. 01749 850819.

10-12196
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Gunners
surprise
favourites

A GOAL by Army player Bdr
Gary Tootle in the first half

was enough to give the Royal -

Artillery victory over the
much-fancied Royal Engineers
at Aldershot Military Stadium
and with it the Quadrangular
Trophy, writes Derrick Bly.

Having scored 14 goals to
two in demolishing REME and
the Royal Signals on the open-
ing day, the sappers were
favourites at the start of the
final day.

In arguably the best final of
the tournament for many
years, the sappers required just
a draw to lift the trophy, and
camped in the gunners’ half
after conceding the early goal.

Sgt Basher Bates and his
defenders put up stubborn
resistance to deny them, much
to the delight of their support-
ers.

The Signallers finished in
third place with one win from
three games, and REME were
fourth, having sustained three
straight losses.

Five-goal
Cheshires
in control

RAF Coltishall 0, 1 Cheshire 5
THE Cheshires gave them-
selves a two-goal cushion going
in to the final match of the
Naafi Jubilee Cup competition
when they hit five past RAF
Coltishall, writes Derrick
Bly.

HMS Neptune had beaten
the RAF champions 3-2 in
Scotland, so the Royal Navy’s
unit champions must beat the
Cheshires by three clear goals
when the two sides meet in
Cambridgeshire.

A strong crosswind at
Coltishall made ball control
difficult, but the home side had
the better of the first 20 min-
utes during which they missed
two early chances.

But the Cheshires gradually

e

wrested control and took the
lead in the 27th minute
through LCpl Morrison. Pte
Simon Yeo missed from in
front of goal before Pte Bird
scored the second soon after-
wards. Yeo hit the bar just
before the break.

Coltishall began the second
half strongly but fell away after
Yeo had put the Cheshires 3-0
ahead in the 72nd minute. Cpl
MacDonald headed home the
fourth soon afterwards, and
man of the match Yeo, fed by
an inch-perfect pass from skip-
per Cpl Tosh Williams, rifled
home a lethal left-foot shot to
complete the rout.

Right on,
Rangers

SKI-BIKE___CLAY PIGEON

LCpl Stephen Caiderwood, captain of the C Company, 4th/5th

Royal Irish Rangers (V) team, holds aloft the Territorial Army Foot-
ball Cup after his side had beaten 238 Squadron, 156 Transport
Regiment RLC (V) 4-1 in the final at Fulwood Barracks, Preston. He
received the trophy from Maj Gen Walter Courage (right)

Kyu newcomers take title

AN ARMY kyu grade squad
composed mainly of new faces
won their competition at the
1996 Inter-Service judo cham-
pionships staged at Fox Gym,
ASPT, in Aldershot.

First match for kyu grade
players resulted in a comfort-
able 4-2 win for the Royal Air
Force over the Royal Navy, fol-
lowed by a 7-0 victory by the
Army over the Navy.

With the championship rest-

ing on the outcome of the final
match between the hosts and
the RAF, the airmen took an
early lead when Fus LCpl
Mick McKee and Sgt Simon
Horridge (APTC) lost.

Sgt Phil McGregor (APTC)
turned the tide, and SSgt Sean
Bennett levelled the scores at
2-2. The U-71kg class went to
the RAF on the defeat of Pte
MacDonald (Hldrs).

With the match standing at

Army put on the spot

Royal Navy (1) 6-Army (1) 4
FOR the second time in three
years the Royal Navy won the
South West Counties football
championship when they beat
the Army in a penalty shoot
out in the final at Portsmouth.

Level at 1-1 after extra time,
the game went to penalties.
Army Player of the Year SSgt
Alan Higgins smashed his
against the crossbar after Cpl
Lee Innes, LCpl Jim Strouts

and Cpl Shane Smith had con-
verted theirs. The Navy’s tri-
umph completed a double over
the Army, who they beat on
goal difference in the 1996
Inter-Service championship.
LCpl John Wills got the
Army off to a great start with
an excellent goal in the fourth
minute of the match, but the
Navy equalised in the second
half and the soldiers were left
to regret a number of chances.

3-3 after the RAF were unable
to put a player up against Pte
Harris in the U- 60kg category,
all depended on the U-65kg
bout between Pte Dave Gibb
and SAC Wilson. Gibb won a
very close contest to give the
title to the Army, a superb
result given that all the players
except Bennett were new to the
squad.

Then it was the turn of the
seniors in a competition long
dominated by the Army. There
was a surprise when the up-
and-coming Navy team sound-
ly beat the RAF 6-1 and held
the Army to a draw.

To take the title outright the
Army had to beat the airmen 7-
0 or 6-1 with a superior points
difference, but they dropped
two bouts to give the naval
team an unexpected success.

In the individual competition,
LCpl - Ardley (women’s O-
60kg), LCpl Graham Hoceley
(U-60kg), LCpl Mick McKee
(0O-90kg) and LCpl Crabbe
(open) won titles.

!

Cpl Vicky Hardisty rounds a gate at speed during the British ski-bike championships in Switzerland

Juniors salvage
Army pride as
RAF roar back

HOPES of a'repeat of 1994
when the Army swept the
board at the Inter-Services
basketball championships -
winning senior, Under-23 and
women’s competitions — were
dashed at SEAE Arborfield.

They failed even to defend
the men’s’ and women’s titles
they won last year, and it was
left to the juniors to salvage
Army pride with victory in a
close-fought competition.

After the Royal Navy U-23s
had beaten the Royal Air Force
64-59, the airmen pulled out
all the stops against the Army,
leading 29-27 at half ume. But
the hosts reversed the deficit
and led 59-48 with two min-
utes on the clock.

But a lack of discipline saw
the RAF bounce back and in
the end the Army youngsters
were happy to hang on at 61-
58.

They went on to take the
title with a fairly comfortable

68-49 victory over the sailors.
The RAF’s women dominat-
ed their match against the
Navy, winning 72-25. They
were given a much tougher
examination by the Army who

held a ten-point lead going into

the final five minutes.

The RAF clawed their way
back to 50-50 before the Army
scored 15 seconds from time.
In a frantic finale the RAF
netted with the last shot of the
match to force overtime, and
then went on to beat a deflated
home team 61-54.

After losing 64-39 to the
RAF, the Navy’s senior men
went down 113-60 to the
Army, setting up another
championship-deciding con-
frontation between the soldiers
and the airmen.

After the Army had taken an
early 17-9 lead, both sides
slipped into foul trouble as the
RAF began to look the more
cohesive unit. A purple patch

by the airmen saw them score
18 points in four minutes to
take a 27-19 advantage.

Fouls and petty violations
crept into an increasingly bitter
confrontation as the RAF got
to the break 43-39 in front.

The lead changed hands
constantly during the second
half with neither side dominat-
ing. In the end the Air Force
won by two points — 78-76 — to
regain the trophy.

For all the fouls — 57 were
called by over-zealous officials
who constantly stopped the
action for minor violations — it
was a thrilling match that
could have gone either way.
But from the spectators’ point
of view the game was ruined by
the stop-start action, and both
sets of players would have pre-
ferred a more fluent contest.

Maj Trevor Stipling was pre-
sented afterwards with the
Bunnett Trophy for services to
Army basketball.

b |
Ski-biker
wins
national
honours

CPL Neil Pollitt (7 Armd Bde
HQ and Sig Sgn) put his
World Cup ski-biking experi-
ence to good effect to win the
British championships at Adel-
boden in Switzerland.

The GB event was held con-
currently with the Swiss cham-
pionships over a very technical
giant slalom course and a
quick super giant slalom run.

Civilian Graeme Spence,
Cpl Paddy Maybin (16 Sig
Regt) and Pollitt were the main
contenders in the giant slalom,
but Spence crashed out on the
more technical part of the
course leaving Pollitt to make a
superb descent which put him
three seconds clear of Maybin.

But Maybin capitalised on
small errors by Pollitt in the
next race to take a two second
lead into the second day.

Maybin’s hopes of the title
ended when he crashed out of
the super giant slalom, leaving
Pollitt with a clear run to his
first British championship.

Lt Col Ric Platt (MoD (PE))
took the runner’s-up place.

In the women’s competition,
Cpl Vicky Hardisty (16 Sig
Regt) was in a class of her own.
She retained the title she won
last year. Sgt Jane Robinson
(10 Tpt Regt RL.C) was second.

Pollitt, Platt, Hardisty and
Robinson will all compete for
Great Britain in the World
Championships to be held at
Willach in Austria.

Clay squad
on target

TWENTY-TWO shooters,
ranging from novices to Army-
level representatives, received
some impressive instruction
during a coaching course run
by the Army Clay Pigeon
Shooting Association at Edge
Hill.

Those who took part found
they were being advised by
world champions Arnie Palmer
and Carl Bloxham, English
sporting champion John Wells
and Olympic Games medal-
winner Paul Bentley.
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LOTTERY NEWS NOVICE BOXING

Gurkhas
hit a
lucky
streak

THE GURKHA reputation
for enjoying the odd flutter has
been enhanced since their
entry into the Army Sports
Lottery last summer. Their
latest success, £250 won by
LCpl Rakesh Rai, based in
Brunei with 2 RGR, brings
their total winnings to £2,8609.

This compares with ticket
sales to the Gurkhas of £1,572
to that point . . . not a bad
return on “investment”.

Relatively few Gurkhas have
actually joined the lottery, and
most who have are serving with
the 2nd Battalion.

Biggest individual win for a
Gurkha was the £1,080
scooped by Sgt Sunil Rana of 1
RGR based in Hong Kong.

Prizes are going to corps and
regiments in roughly the same
proportions as their participa-
tion, with the AGC heading
the list on just over 20 per cent
of winnings.

Latest grants helped the
RLC rugby tour to Hong Kong
(£3,750), a Hong Kong golf
tour to Thailand (£1,400), the
RMAS cricketers in India
(£3,600), and 9 Signal Regi-
ment hockey players go to
Malta (£1,800).

In all, 16 tours were assisted
to destinations which included
Portugal (tennis), the Nether-
lands (hockey and rugby), the
USA (AFA referees), Sweden
(rugby), Gibraltar (Army Rifle
Association), and Denmark
(rugby).

Individual grants were given
to divers, canoeists, cyclists,
cricketers, squash players, ath-
letes, boxers, rugby players
and skiers. In addition, 12
grants were made to units and
associations to help with pur-
chases of equipment and
coaching courses.

Running behind

AN Army cross country team
depleted by Bosnia commit-
ments, Exercise Purple Star
and non-starters finished
fourth in the annual match at
Woodford Bridge while the
Army women won their match
against Cambridge University.
46
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Pte Steven Quinn (8 R Irish) throws a jab on his way to a win over Pte Richard Wilcox (1 Staffords) in the
bantamweight division at the Army individual novices championships at Aldershot

Battling battalions fly
novice flag with style

THERE was an incredible
effort from two battling battal-
ions at the Army individual
novices boxing championships
as they produced 14 finalists
between them.

Eight members of the 1st
Battalion, The Staffordshire
Regiment team reached the
finals at Aldershot, picking up
two titles between them, while
the team from the Ist Battal-
ion, The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment, Army current grade
3 novice team champions, had
six men in the ring and won
four titles.

The Dukes were led from
the front by their coach, Cpl
Eddie Towler, who won the
light-welterweight division
inside the distance.

Pte Steven Quinn of 8 R
Irish was awarded a £100
voucher after turning in the
most promising performance.

Boxing in the bantamweight
division, he outpointed Pte
Richard Wilcox (1 Staffords)
in the first championships to
be staged in the new boxing
centre created in Maida Gym.

Quinn received his award
from sponsors Protecta Sports.

. b
Cpl Darren Marsden, a winner
for 1 DWR against 1 R Anglian
in the grade 3 novices final

The best boxer award, in the
form of the Naafi Cup, was
won by LCpl John Woodgate
(5 AB Log Bn), who won the
welterweight title.

The standard of boxing on
show bodes well for the future
of the sport in the Army.

Results were:

Bantamweight — Pte S Quinn
(8 R Irish) beat Pte R Wilcox (1
Staffords), pts u; feather — LCpl L
Wiles (1 Staffords) bt Pte S

Tomkinson (1 Staffords), pts u;
lightweight — Cpl D Marsden (1
DWR) bt Pte L Hill (1 Staffords),
rsc 2; light-welter — Cpl E Towler
(1 DWR) bt Pte P Jones (1
Staffords), pts m; welter — LCpl J
Woodgate (5 AB Log Bn) bt Pte S
Cowley (1 Staffords), pts m.
Light-middleweight — Fus J
Pascoe (1 RWF) bt Gdsm C Weir
(IG), rsc 2; middle — Pte N
Hannan (1 DWR) bt Cpl L Hingley
(1 Staffords), pts u; light-heavy —
LCpl D Holding (1 Staffords) bt
LCpl D Collins (1 DWR), rsc 2;
heavy — Pte P Decarolis (1 DWR)
bt Pte R Camplin (1 DWR), rsc 2.

CHAMPION DUKES

Preston-based 1 DWR won
the Army grade 3 team title by
defeating 1 R Anglian 7-2 in
the final at Colchester. It was
the first time in 18 years that
the battalion had entered an
Army boxing competition.

Dukes’ boxing officer Maj
Mick Sullivan PWO paid trib-
ute to squad coach Cpl Eddie
Towler, a former Army boxing
squad member and the cur-
rent novice light-welterweight
champion.

In the*semi-finals, 1 DWR
travelled to Germany where
they beat 7 Regt RLC.

Fus Jeremy Pascoe (right) of 1 RWF avoids a left lead from Gdsm Colin Weir (1 IG) during their light-middleweight contest at the Army individ-
ual novices boxing championships at Maida Gym in Aldershot. Pascoe went on to win the bout.
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LCpl Jenny Baynes, watched by colleague LCpl Paul Nouch, reports
back to base. Both members of the Territorial Army RMP, they volun-
teered for duty in Aldershot Garrison while their Regular counterparts
were in the USA on Exercise Purple Star. Full story in Pages 22-23.
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