


































Conventional breach-lo#d 

ing marksmm Irised their 

eyebrows when the H u a k  

.oaders’ Association of 

Great Britain visited Bisley. 
M V S E E T S ,  B A L L  A N  L A C K  P O W D E R  

Then it was every man for himself. 
The fvst voUcy, whik ragged, 

produad an astonishing .mount 
of noise against a b&gmund of 
vivid red fladns from, primins 
pans and clouds of acnd smoke 
from pans and muzzles. As the 
contest warmed up the VOllerJ 
became more regular but perfee 
tion eluded one entrant, who 
lagged in his reloading, and 
another whose flint pc-ly 
refused to spark. But no one 
cared. It was all good fun. 

The Association, which was 

now has over 200 (includiig six 
womm) on its books. wth 
branches covrxing most parts of 
Britain which mrct rqwlarly for 
kctm on ancient fireprms and 
ammunition and to exchange in- 
formation. Most group pnctisc 
shooting on IdTenritorial Army 
ranges. Mcmbenhip includes 
professional mm, farm labourus, 
two Roman Catholic priests and 
an American guided &ik 
engineer. 

Most poprlar firearm in the 
Amxiation is the 1853 Enfield 
577 muak loadcr. This t p  
wasllsodintheAInmcan ’ Civil 
War of 1861-65 and was made in 
such quantity that it is tbc most 
common survivor of ancient 
wpons. Other antique pieccs 

at the cbampionstups in- 
cluded M 1861 Wratlcy Richards 
carbine, M Alexander H e y  .451 
match rik, a .45 Wilkmnson 
Volunteer rifle and a Scott muzzle 
loader of 1861 vintage. 

ronned in 1952 with a0 nrmbcrs 

Thia year’s competition w i n  
prowl that only the experienced 
shob can achieve a good scim 
under su& arduous conditions. 
It WM won by the President. 
Mr. E. 1. Burton, who with the 
Sxmmy, Mr. Jack Notky, were 
the only founder mrmbm of the 
Amociation on the firing point. 
(Mr. Burton motorcycled toBiSley 
from his honm in Chcltmham 
where he keeps a large colledion 
of antique ri&s and pistols.) 

The highlight of the champion- 
ship was the “Brown Bed’ fint- 
lock rifle contest o w  75 yards 
on &.Running Dca Range, the 
only t i d  mnt in the Pro- 
gramme. After tlucc si$lters, 
(ryQ1 aimed shots have to bc, 

Sobaly dad in a duWe coat, 
Mr. Noby lined up a bizamly 
M coueaion of competitors. 
Some wore anbroidersd Davy 
Croclrctt jackets, one sport4 a 
L u f M e  tvnic and another a 
light blue jacket and cap of a 
captain of the North V i i a  
Cavalry and, for good measure, 
a pair of Italian jackboots of 
Wopd War Two vintaga and a 
c &rate states h y  bdt 
SJlrtCr. r. Nolky‘s fint order “Test 

primitq pans” bro-t a satisfy- 
k Rash and mrt from eDch 
muskct. Hn-dwmmand- 
‘‘Load, aim, fire” evoked mm 
s l i t  protest and a brief but 
friendly mgumnt e n d  until 
wayone aett*d for the alter- 
native order “Rr&nt, aim, &.” 

(firod in ten minutes. 

year-old muskets and - 1- i 

the paraphernalia d the 

muzzle loader gave a 

Drrrul U s ~h in t& N a t h  
th Vi&& c.IJi*nrc Cavdry @e R-h ir a mndm Asrwl.-  of 

A), A.nrv puuolw W. bnu 
I& bdl  in U. m k  m&t. 

hobby (one mmbcr, Mr. 1. 
Foranan, has been an of ardmt Cheasington, collector sir who 

he was five yara  old, bought 
1861 Smtt in a junk ahop for tj 
and ratorrd it to mint condition). 
Black powder costs eight shillings 
a pound, which is suffrient to fm 
d t  3ooo down rounds lead and and most mould mcdXt’S their 

own ammunition. Msmbership of 

M u z k  loaders have a velodty 
of between 1200 and Is00 fat 
per second (about half that of a 
modem rifk). If you have good 
F i g h t  it is possibk to ecc the 
ball leave the musket and rise to 
a hei@ of m m  nine f a t  on its 
lcisurdy path to the tar@. 
To be a muzzle I& enthus- 

iast . t nearaarily M expensive 

- ‘ .  a& 
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"Could I have a nice cheese roll?" 
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THIS MONTH SIX BRlTtsH INFANTRY REGIMENTS COM 

CAVALRY AND, AGNNST AU ODDS, SHATZERED THEM ’ 
HOURS OF GLORY 8 
.................. * 

. ,  . ~ ’ .  .. ~ 

_ . ~  ~ . i/. ~ . ‘ ;:. ~ 

. , _ ,  . .  MEMORATE THEIR’ , .  . -  
. ,  .. 

VfCT6RY AT W N e N  f99 ; Y E N  AGO ‘WHEN, THEY AbACUW 

W E U  TO TME FORE .THAT DAY W k  MEk OF. THE 37th F&T. NQW .THE ROYAL’ HAMPSHIRE REGhENT .~ 

MUSKETS WON THE- 
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SOLDIER TELLS THE 

STORY OF THE ILL- 

FATED DIEPPE RAID 

IN THESE GRAPHIC 

A N D  HITHERTO 

U N P U B L I S H E D  

P H O T O G R A P H S  

W H I C H  W E R E  

PROBABLY TAKEN 

BY A GERMAN SOL- 

DIER WHO FOUGHT 

IN THE ACIION. 

THEY WERE SEMT 

TO SOLDIER RE- 

C E N T L Y  B Y  A 

READER-MR. B. 

WILSON, OF BIR- 

LING ROAD, ASH- 

FORD, KENT-WHO 

FOUND THEM IN A 

STABLE IN DIEPPE 

W H E N  SERVING 

WITH THE 9TH 

BEACH DETACH- 

M E N T ,  R O Y A L  

ARMY ORDNANCE 

CORPS I N  1944.  

- .  

N the early h o w  of an August 
morning, 16 years ago, a fleet 
of small craft, escorted by 
destroyers, silently headed for 

the French coast town of Dieppe. 
! Five thousand Canadians, tast- 

ing battle for the first time, and . a thousand British Commandos, 
flung themselves against Hitler's 

t vauntedfortress. 
: The plan went wrong. An alerted ,~ I Gerqan &fen=, stronger than ! -  

1 anticipated, pinned Infantry and ' tankstobeachesturnedintoa i holocaust by withering fire from 
! small arms, mortars and artillery. 
I The dead lay in piles beneath [ impassable sea walls; Churchill 

tanks. immobilised on the beach. 

battle and cut off from with- !: ' 1 ' j'", ;O . 
drawal, decimated units sumn- 

t d  to Britain. 

!;A. " " 

dered. Only a token force m .,:;rg!,: L : 

' years later. 



... t r t  
Sek Pei Tai dam new Lo Wu. They ofrm worked by nighr to complere rhujob hrforu fhcfloods rami’. 
AFTER: The new dum (helow) took rhree monrhs 10 build and mtunr re-alipniny Y river hed, Earlier 
doms failed 10 keep our rhe floods. Now the warer level is conrrolkd even in rk heaviesr rnzns. 

...... BEFORE: Sapper,$ of 14 Field Engineer Regime I ..... ”.... 

P 

L 

” 
Sappers invaluable experience i n  
handling the i r  construction plant. 

More recently. 24 Field Engineer 
Regiment built in 14 days a concrete 
bridge over a ford which was impasr- 
able ofter t h e  rains. The Sappers have 
also helped the  people of t h e  New 
Territories by levelling sites for ogri- 
cultural shows and clearing rubble 
from a large area which was deva- 
stated by f i re and flood last year. 

Two of the Regiment’s three squad- 
rons hove now left Hong Kong but the 
name 14 Field Egineer Regiment. Royal 
Engineers, will l ive on in the New 
Territories for many years to come. 

........ 

.................. 
1 H O N G - K O N G  .................. 

SAPPER , 
OWHERE in the world i s  the 
name 24 Field Engineer Regi- 
ment, Royal Engineers, more 

300,Mx) residents of the New Terri- 
tories of Hong Kong. 

Sappers have played an outstanding 
part in rebuilding their land-erecting 
new bridges to replace fords, helping 
to  make new cancrete roadsand irriga- 
tion channels and reconstructing dams 
to  save valuable r ice crops from de- 
struction by flood. 

Two years ago. when the iocol 
authorities desperately needed help 
with the mare ambitious of their 

Regiment offered their services. as 
-:art of their military training. and the 
;se of bulldozers, excavators and 
other heavy equipment. 

Their f i r s t  task was to build a 
30.1~. br idge across a river at  Tai PO 
which was completed in seven days. 
They then set about reconstructing a 
large dom and re-aligning the bed of 
the Indus River near Lo Wu a t  a point 
where heavy flooding every year 
caused severe losses of crops. The 
work took three months and was % 
complete success. Since the dam w 
rebuilt there has been no flooding an 
thousands of acres of r ice fields hav 
been roved. Incidentally. it gave the 

pcpulor than among the I 
N 

And for a very good reason. The. 
.r&* 

......... ............. BRITAIN 

rebuilding plans, 24 Field Engineer I 

I ARMOUR ON PARADE 
T was the firsr-and biggest- an air of sadness ii 

wer-peacetime review of their guns in salute to the l r  some weighing Ieu than 10 tons the review, for it was the last 
armaured might to be held Divisional Commander,Major- -took only a fm minutes. In arade for the 7th Queen’s Own 
in Britain for over 20 years Lussan. The other r imenu 

when 127 vehicles of three which took part were 2 e  10th 
armoured regimentsof3rd Infan- time armoured review was held, giants-including 82 s 
t ry  Division, rumbledacrossSalis- the march past of the thinly- Centurion tanks, 

bury Plain’s wide acres, dipping 

General G. C. Gordon-Lennox. . 

plated juggernauts of the day- 

1958 it took more than half an 
hour for the modern armoured 

I 
In 1937. when the last peace- 

.................. . .................. - . ADEN 
UARDSMEN AU LAIT! 

W here’s a right to make an old sweat sweat-an automatic 
milk  bar in the Guardsmen’s ho iy-of -ho i i~Wei l ingon 

i b a ~ ~ a h l n e .  into which the soldier inserts 6d. and 
~ ’ receives a half-pi& cardbaard cup of Ice-cdd milk, has b w n  

Installed as an experiment by a civilian flrm in conjunction with 
~ NAAFI. 

The idea has, not unnaturally perhaps, met with a mixed recep- 1 i . ’ tlon and is more popular with young Guardsmen. 
if the experiment is a success milk machines ma be installed in 

I ’ other London barracb. Sales to Guardsmen in Welington Barracks 
I average abaut 350 cartons a day. Caotain Robin Harris. of the 

BRAWRY 0 
THE BO 

OR fearleu conduct and 
devotion to duty during C S a j m . H d s o f 1 & 1 4 / ~ K f a g ‘ #  F the recent Adan .border Protectorate, fighting in 

H u a .  rJbnr)r in the his Akr Muiasy Pta.et.nn Cro.wfm 

. ” . ,  

L 

14mh King’s Hussan,has been 
awarded the Military Cress. 

Captain Harris won the award 
when his troop of armoured cars 
attached to the 1st Battalion, 
The Aden Pmteuarate Levies, 
came under heavy fire from a 
fort near Mortaa. Despite 
withering fire from rifles and 
machine-guns. Captain Harris 
manwuvred his t m p  into pi- 
tions from which the rebel 
tribesmen in the fort were 
succmsfuily engaged and re- 
mained in pasition until the 
action was broken afl. 

During the withdrawal the 
troop was attacked from other 
p i t i o n s  but Captain Harris en- 
gaged them and retired without 
IOU. 

The ckatlan announcing the 
award s a p  Captain Harris has 
takan part In every action and 
reconnaltronn against the rebel 
tribesmen since October last 
year and that his conduct has 
been “an itupiration to  aii 
ranks.” 

In the same action, Ser earn 
D o n a i d  McDona ld .  o f t h e  
Queen’s Own Cameron High- 
landers, also attached to the 
Aden Protectorate Levies, wan 
the Military Medal. He was in 
command ofadetachment armed 
wkh two bomb launchers which 
came under heavy fire but ii 
s ite of the exposed nature a 
d e  ground he brought ant 
weapon into action, scoring 
three direct hits on the main 
tower of the fort and a fourth on 
surrounding buildings. As a 
result. a rebel machine-gun we= 
destroyed and a number o 
rebels killed. During the with 
drawal. Sergeant McDanald’s 
vehicle became bogged down in 
raft graund and under heavy 
rifle fire he Supervised digging- 
wt operations. 

“During the action.” says the 
citation, “he behaved coolly and 
cwrageously, commanding hir 
men with a steady disregard 
of the fire of rifles and machine- 
gum using explaslve 

GE 27 

”-%.” 






























