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Value this good makes
me proud to he British

SAYS RONNIE BARKER

“There’s no doubt aboutit, British cars really are exceptionally
good value for money at the moment. That's true whether
you are buying Tax Free or Tax Paid. The fall in the Pound in
recent years has made them an absolute bargain compared
with most foreign models of similar size and performance.
Itwon'tlastfor ever sosend forthe latestNatocarsInformation
Pack today. It's a deal not to be missed.

“You'll be sure of getting full NATO Discount —up to 17/%%
even on Tax Paid cars; maximum Tax Free entitlement and
a choice of models from all the major British manufacturers.
Plus a free cross-Channel ferry scheme if you are based in
Germany; simple part-exchange (that gives you the use of
your existing car right up until delivery or collection of your
new one) and confidential credit with genuine 10% deposits
and 48 months to pay. There's even a rush order service with
large numbers of popular export models available from stock,
and a delivery team that works round the clock, seven days
a week.

“We've thought of everything. We've had to. Because
although our H.Q. in UK. is the most advanced car.buying
centre for H.M. Forces anywhere, and you can always be sure
of a warm welcome, most of our overseas customers preferto
use our unique personal mail order service. Perfected over
tenyearsitworks so well thatwe don'teven employ salesmen!
Instead of spending our time trying to sell you a car, we devote
our energies to organising the car you want to buy.

“This gives you the best possible chance of having exactly
the model you want, where you want it, and when you want it.

“All the problems of paperwork, insurance, part-exchange,
credit and delivery are efficiently handled by one person who
supervises your purchase from start to finish; and the car is
prepared so that youreally do feel you've had good value for
money.

“So make no mistake about it. There are other NATO Sales
organisations but there is only one Natocars - firstin the field
and still No. 1 with H.M. Forces.

“British cars, at a bargain price, from a British firm that
offers the finest customer care service on the market; it
really does make me proud to be British."

ol Natocars

A better way to buy your next car

Please send me Natocars Information Pack. Tick boxes for details.

Name Rank .
Present Address
8 sl

Car for use in (Country) Deliverydate ___________ (approx) .
. (JFORD [JVAUXHALL ([ICHRYSLER [JSIMCA  LEYLAND -

. (] Austin  [JMorris [ Princess [(JM.G. [JRover []Triumph .
(] Daimler (] Jaguar (J MOTOR CARAVANS [ ] USED CARS
= TI T I it Ity

Wylds Estate - Bristol Road - Bridgwater - Somerset TA6 4DG
Telephone: Bridgwater (0278) 55555 Telex: 46285
To telephone from Germany, dial 0044-278-55555
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Doves -
motoring service
for
the Services

A professional service. Experience where it
counts. All you need in new or used cars. For
Personal Export Scheme, Insurance and Hire

Soldier

FRONT COVER

Ace, the German shepherd
dog, is hot on the trail. With
his handler, Gunner lan
MacDonald, Ace was taking a
well-earned respite from
Northern Ireland — in the open
spaces of the Isle of Man.
Picture by Paul Haley.

BACK COVER

‘We will remember them.” A
young Army cadet places a
wreath to World War One
fallen at the Menin Gate,
Ypres. Each year, members of
the Army Cadet Force are
among those who pay tribute.
Picture by Paul Haley.

SUBSCRIPTION One year: £3.72 (UK/BFPO),
RATES £4.08 (elsewhere).

Send UK cheque/UK postal order/international money order
and state when subscription is to start and to whom to be
addressed.
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Purchase you won’t do better than through us.

Most makes can be supplied at preferential terms
with credit facilities through us or NAAFI. All
cars carry a full year’s guarantee.

So get in touch. The Doveservice for the Services.
Run by ex-servicemen.

Post the coupon today or write and tell us your
requirement.

To:- Lieut. Colonel J. H. Walters, O.B.E.
Services Liaison Executive,

THE DOVE GROUP

White Rose Lane, Woking, Surrey.
Telephone: Woking 4515
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WHEN YOU GET OUT.
WELL BE
WAITING FOR YOU.

HEN you've been in the armed
forces for a while, you take certain
things more or less for granted.
Companionship, for example. Esprit de
corps. The feeling of belonging. Call it what
you will. It doesn’t exist in civvy street.
And many ex-service people who were
convinced that they'd be happy when they
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LONDON'S 8000000 PEOPLE TAKE A LOT OF LOOKING AFTER.COME AND GIVE US A HAND.

got out find it hard to settle and make friends.

Then again, many civilian jobs offer no
possibility for people who've been in the
forcesto exercise the abilities their training
has given them.

The Metropolitan Police on the other
hand, offers a career which can use the self-
discipline, initiative and sense of respon-
sibility that service training bestows.

We also offer companionship and
,  teamspirit not far removed f,rom that
g in the forces. (You'll realise this the

T first time you witness the response to a

radio call for “Constable ll'l need of
urgent assistance..”)

Everybody turns out

Another similarity is the feel-

] ing of security you get from

-~ knowing where your next pay

a day is coming from. We don’t
have strikes or lay-offs.

All in all, it's not surprising
that alarge number of ex-service
people make successful careers
for themselves in the Met.

We'll be waiting to welcome

" you when you get out with a

g place to live and a good starting
salary.

And if you're ex-service, you're

eligible up to the age of 45.

If you meet the height require-
ments and are physically fit, talk
to your Resettlement Officer or

send the coupon for full details
today.

| THE METROPOLITAN POLICE g

For full details of the rewards and opportunities offered by

acareer in the Met, give us a ring on 01-725 4237 and ask for

achat with one of our police careers advisers.

Or send this coupon to the Chief Inspector, Careers Section,

Dept. GA242, Metropolitan Police, 4th Floor, Hope House, 45 Great
Peter Street, London SW1P 3LT.

|l Name(Mr/Mrs/Miss)

Address __

s Age
[




Diary

In this regular feature SOLDIER keeps you up-to-date
on tattoos, open days, exlub:tlons, at homes, Army dis-
plays and similar occasions on which the public is wel-
come to see the Army’s men and equipment. Amend-
ments and additions to previous lists are indicated in
bold type.

See'-the—Army

JANUARY 1978
21 Scottish Military Collectors Society mnhtana fair, Glasgow.

JUNE 1978
Trooping the Colour, Horse Guards Parade, London.
23 Aldershot Army Display (23-25 June).

JULY 1978
7 Catterick Army Display (7-9 July
16 Royal Tournament, Earls Court, London (16-30 July).

AUGUST 1978
2 Colchester Searchlight Tattoo (2-5 August),
9 Plymouth Services Tattoo (9-12 August).

25 Edinburgh Tattoo (25 August-9 September).

SEPTEMBER 1978
New Colours, 1st Bartalion, The Royal Highland Fusiliers, Edin-
burgh (provisional).

24 Laying up of old Colours, 1st Battalion, The Royal Highland
Fusiliers, Ayr, and march past (provisional).

25 1st Battalion, The Royal nghland Fusiliers, march through
Glasgow (provisional).

- NIMBUS DE LUXE

The estatecarwithevehing
-including the kitchen sink!
& . _ a

In its everyday guise it's a comfortable, roomy
four seater estate car.

What makes it so special is that in a matter of 2
minutes it can be converted into a deluxe
touring caravan with every amenity — sleeps
two in 6ft plus bed, 6' 2" headroom,
electrically pumped water from own storage
tank, 2 burner cooker with grill, fluorescent
lighting, roller blinds, ice-box, insulated walls
for year-round comfort, quality fumiture made

by craftsmien and many other features.

The Nimbus de Luxe is built on the proven
1300cc Ford Escort chassis and is offered

with a choice of manual or automatic gearbox.
anbus nonversnon carrv full FordWarranry

If you want 10 enjoy the advantages of awning
a Nimbus conversion, write now for free
colour brochure and a no-obligation home

Ereedom for all the family

For the larger family the Nimrod based on the
Ford Transit Custom Van or larger engined
Bedford CF 220 is the ideal tourer. Sieeps five
and has every amenity to be expected of a
Nimbus conversion.

Price £4634.00 inc. Car Tex and VAT.
Nimbus de Luxe £3596.00 inc. Car Tax VAT
Nimbus Conversions Ltd

Dept. MM South Street
Tormington, Devon Tel: (08052) 3408

Nimbus Conversions Ltd.

Motor Caravan &
‘No other conversion from the

demonstration before the inevitable increase, £5cort offers these advantages’

See it demonstrated-you'll be converted in minutes.

BMW
TAR
FREE
CENTRE

Do you qualify for tax free concessions
on a new BMW car or motorcycle?

Here, at our Park Lane showrooms, you’'ll find
expert advice and the full BMW range for your
leisured inspection and test drivesi We keep
formalities to a minimum and place the emphasis
on courtesy and service. Ask us to deliver your
chosen BMW anywhere in the world: it shall
be done. Nominate U.S.A., Australian or any
other national specification: you shall have it.
Naturally you can select left or right hand drive
and there’s a full 12 months unlimited mileage
warranty on all models. Before you go abroad,
and whether you're a British national or over-
seas resident, a visitor to Britain, a member of
NATO or the Diplomatic Corps., make BMW
Park Lane your first port of call.

Consult the specialists at Europe’s finest BMW Centre.

01-629 9277
NN L7
O ==
PAPRK LANE

Name

Address

- soum

Tel No: Home: _Office:

laminterestedin LHD ] RHDI[ ]

Other

BMW Concessionaires GB Ltd.,
ExportDivision, Tourist, NATO & Diplomatic Sales
56 Park'Lane, W 1. Telex 261360




ATOUGH BREED OF GARS FOR
2 TIIIIGH BREED OF PEOPLE...

CHRYSLER
ALPINE GL

AVENGER

COLT
CELESTE “1600"

AT TAX-FREE PRICES.

If you're stationed in Germany — or if And we've got the program that meets
you'll soon be posted there—you know your special needs on both sides of

you need a car that stands up. the Channel:
Consider the Colt. B Tax-free discounted prices.
Tough enough to win the East African- w

Mandatory German safety equip-

Safari in 1974 and 1976. And the Aus- ment included.

tralian Cross in each of the last three

years. B Free alternate transportation if your
d . car is tied up for more than a nor-
Consider the Chrysler Alpine. mal period of time for warranty

Acclaimed “Car of the Year” for so repairs.

g 9°°d G S B NAAFI financing (just 10% down)
Consider the Avenger. and NAAFI| insurance, both liai-

It's the lowest-priced car in its class. soned by your local Chrysler rep.

Want more information to consider? Fill in and post the coupon below. We'll get right back to you
with full information.

FOUR MONTHS PRICE PROTECTION

F-------------------.----------------.

I NAME PLEASE SEND DETAILS OF FOLLOWING CARS % .

. 1 COLT ] ALPINE 0O AVENGER

g RANK O SIMCA O AMERICAN CARS ]

' UNIT QTRS ADDRESS B

l BFPO = e . .

. MILITARY PHONE Stationed in Germany - mail immediately to l
CHRYSLER MILITARY SALES .

. T Iam currently stationed in Germany STRESEMANN ALLEE 30, 68 FRANKFURT/MAIN

3 Send me a FREE V.I.P. kit [

. O 1am currently stationed in the U.K. but expect to be posted in Stationed in U K. and Worldwide ~ mail immediately to: .

Germany. Send me a free “Welcome to Germany” kit CHRYSLER MILITARY SALES LTD. s11
. MY NEXT POSTING DATE IS 38 HUNTINGTON STREET, ST. NEOTS, CAMBS .
----------------------------------.--.




THE LONDON SCOTTISH

WHEN LORD ELCHO founded The
London Scottish in 1859 — then known as
The London Scottish Rifle Volunteers — he
tore a piece of hodden grey cloth from his
greatcoat and there and then decreed that
this was to be the colour of the regiment’s
uniform because “a soldier is a man-hunter;
as a deer-stalker chooses the least visible of
colours, so ought a soldier to be clad.” That
same fragment of cloth is now carefully
preserved in the regimental museum in a
case which also contains Lord Elcho’s spurs,
bonnets, elaborately embroidered jacket and
a presentation set of bagpipes.

First to catch the eye in the museum
gallery is an illuminated regimental roll
dated 1891 which includes the names of
every officer from the regiment’s inception.
Going back to the Loyal North Britons,
raised in 1803 as part of the Volunteer forces
ready to repel Napoleon’s threatened inva-
sion, there is a handwritten letter signed by
the Duke of Sussex, Lieutenant-Colonel
Commandant, and a picture of the duke in
full regimental dress.

The Boer War is remembered by a
number of exhibits including an officer’s
sgian dubh worn in South Africa and again
during World War One, a haversack which
also saw service in both wars, and a City
Imperial Volunteers hat badge worn by the
Earl of Albemarle.

A diorama of the battle of Messines (31
October 1914), in which the 1st Battalion,
London Scottish, gained the distinction of
being the first Territorial infantry battalion
in action against the Germans, a German
anti-tank rifle, a Lewis gun and a goatskin
trench coat, are among a number of World
War One relics. Others include a pair of
well-worn Army boots which saw service in
Salonica and again in Palestine, a Prussian
spiked helmet and a sniper’s badge.

A complete set of every type of rifle used
by the London Scottish up to 1969 is worth
noting and nearby is a. presentation High-
land broad sword carried by Colonel Alex-
ander in the London Scottish and later by
his son in The Gordon Highlanders. Head-
wear and uniforms are well represented.
Typical are a late 19th century glengarry
bonnet, a 1921 tam-o’-shanter, an officer’s
blue undress waistcoat (1872-96), a major’s
hodden grey undress jacket of the same
period, a colour-sergeant’s doublet and an
1884 officer’s mess kit which, incidentally,
is virtually the same as that worn today.

Two of the regiment’s three Victoria

Crosses, both won in World War One by
Corporal C W Train and Private R E
Cruickshank, are on show. Apart from a
good collection of regimental badges there
are also sporran badges, shoulder titles and
plaid brooches. Honorary Colonel of the
regiment is the Queen Mother and not to be
missed is her pipe banner carried by a
London Scottish pipe-major when piping
before her residence whenever she was in
London.

Downstairs in the drill hall are the three
London Scottish war memorials — for the
Boer War and two world wars — and a case
containing, among other exhibits, a jacket
belonging to Colonel R J L Ogilby, an
assistant honorary colonel of the regiment,
who has done so much for military museums
through the Ogilby Trust.

An autographed bass drum which went
through World War Two with the regiment,
and Turkish drums and bugles taken in
World War One, catch the eye, and The
Gordon Highlanders, to whom the London
Scottish are affiliated, are represented by
hose tops, a plaid brooch (1881), an officer’s
sporran top and a glengarry bonnet and
badge. A field communion set and chalice
are shown with a Bible and book of psalms
belonging to Field-Marshal Earl Haig, an
honorary colonel of the London Scottish.

There is an exceptionally good library
which, apart from regimental histories and
other military works, boasts a fine collection
of biographies, fiction and photograph

albums. John Jesse
Curator: Mr T I Bulpin
Address: 59 Buckingham Gate

London

SWIE 6Al
Telephone: 01-828 0234 (Regimental Secretary)
Viewing: By appointment

To get there:St James's Park Underground or
Victoria main line stations.

Next month: The Honourable Artillery Company

UK ATOMIC ENERGY
AUTHORITY CONSTABULARY

We have vacancies for

CONSTABLES

AT ESTABLISHMENTS IN
England & Scotland

Age normally: 19 to 35 years*

Minimum Height: 5 7' (men)
54" (women)

Pay Scale: £2570-£3645 pa

Opportunity for Overtime

Good promotion prospects

Free Housing or Rent Allowance

40 Hour Week

Contributory Pension Scheme

*(applicants over this age with
recent service in HM Forces may
be accepted at the Chief
Constable’s discrgtion.)

For further information write to:
The Chief Constable
UKAEA Constabulary
Building 1
AERE Harwell
Didcot, Oxon 0X11 ORA

Knitting

Wools
by Post...

il

Chosen at
your
leisure

from over

450
Shades

1977/78 Full Colour,
Multi-page CATALOGUE
and SAMPLES

now available from

HERMIT WOOLS (td

(established over 60 years)
+Knitting Accessories 1
+Patterns & Pattern Books
+Knitwear, Lingerie, Hosiery -
+Embroidery Kits, Toy Kits
+Fabrics for Home Dressmaking
and many other Bargains by Post
from Y our Own Catalogue = No
dgency to run. Shop with
confidence at your leisure.
e ‘ier‘ul 12p stamp (for postage) to

HERMIT

HERMIT WOOLS (td vy s

Airedale Mills, fves St. Shipley, Yorks.
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-~ Whenyou're the best-selling
car-makers in Europe,you know a thing
or two about export cars.

All the possible pittalls of driving abroad, for
instance. Such as the local laws and customs.

Did you know that you can't drive in Norway
without corrosion-resistant brake linings?

Or that you need special cooling systems for
very hot climates?

Well, those are the kind of things we'll tell you
about well in advance.

Along with what to do in really gloomy
circumstances - if, say, your Renault got a bump.

The answer to that problem, by the way, 1s that
there'll always be a Renault dealer to help you.

We've got over 10,000 worldwide. (Over 8,000
in Europe alone). So there'll always be one close
at hand. ——

Of course, we'll tell you all the
good news, too.

That an export car 1s tax-free. That it will be
ready within a matter of weeks. That we'll ship it
to you it you like. And that we’ll help you fill in all
the Customs and Excise forms.

So by the time you've test-driven the Renault
of your choice (there is a wide range of cars and
utility vehicles to choose from) you'll have a pretty
clear picture of what export cars are all about.

As we've said, driving abroad can have its snags.

But drive a Renault, and you're in the best-
possible car to steer clear of them.

To find out more about our export cars, ring
01-992 5544.
Or clip the coupon. %

To: Renault Forces Sales, Western Avenue, Acton, London, W3 ORZ. Please send me full

details of the Renault range.
NAME

ADDRESS

~RENAULT




SOLDIER
to Soldier

Lufthansa’s Boeing 737, with its 80 crew and
passengers, had flown from airport to air-
port and deadline to deadline while the
world watched and waited. The terrorist
hijackers, grew more and more desperate.
Then, at Mogadishu, German police com-
mandos stormed the plane, rescuing the
helpless passengers and the remaining four
crew, killing three of the hijackers and
wounding the fourth.

The world breathed relief. Not only had air
piracy been dealt hopefully a mortal blow
but, unlike the Israeli raid on Entebbe, this
equally brilliant rescue operation had been
achieved through unprecedented inter-

achioved through ¢ c o u ln G IVE
This country and its Army are proud of the :

swift response to the German Chancellor's

call for help, met by the immediate despatch

of two soldiers of 22nd Special Air Service :
Regiment to lend their expert knowledge to

the West German team.

We know that you were both there and

know, too, that you played a significant part

in the successful outcome of the attack on

the aircraft.
Whatever it was you did — and for obvious
reasons the story can never be fully told —
the British nation and the world say ‘Well
done’ both of you. You have brought credit
to your country and written, in the bizarre
context of today’s terrorism, yet another line

in the long history and traditions of the

NOBODY

British Army. . . 3 .
. Naafi provides a service exclusively for the Forces. That is why you’re
X bound to be better off buying through Naafi — whether it be a car,
After a reasonably equable run of several caravan. motor le. mo r eve
years, SOLDIER has fallen behind its 3 > C?C > noped d n.a boat. :
scheduled publication dates. The September See for yourself! When you buy a new car through Naafi you can
issue was seriously delayed by printing benefit from. . .
problems and this has led to delays in pub- : 5
lishing the October number and this * Really worthwhile discounts from selected dealers
November issue. Unfortunately SOLDIER * E . v 1 HP ch
has no means of notifying everyone of a " Exceptionally low charges
delay and hence can only apologise, as now, * First class car insurance
in retrospect. > y
It is particularly regretted that readers * Free personal life assurance
should be put to the trouble of ringing up or * Premature repatriation scheme
writing to ask why their copies h_ave'nqt * N trictd taki b d
turned up — but on the credit side it is 0 restrictions on ng your car abroa
ce_natzlv heart!;‘rlung to know that we are * Incorporation of freight charges in HP agreement
missed SO0 much!
A And Naafi can offer you so much more ... an HP deposit-saving
& ARG Service, an easy payment plan for car insurance premiums, used car
ce ca ; e :
s etk Mt onth's Bous. e et ot purchase facilities . . . all specially geared to ensure a better deal for
regimental drum ice buckets has had to be Service people. Ask Naafi about it to-day.
increased again. The new prices, all includ- Y ‘tdob |
ing post and packing, are £7.60 (UK), & £7.05 Ou can't do petter:

(BFPO) and £8.60 (elsewhere). As with other
Reader Services items, the BFPO rate does
not apply to Northern Ireland BFPO
addresses because VAT applies, of course,
to the Province.

*

And now for more cheering news — a pack-
age deal for a Christmas holiday in London.

Manager, Car Sales Branch, Naafi, London SEx1 5QX
Please send me details without obligation. I am interested in the following Naafi facilities:

The Union Jack Club, breaking new ground, New car (state model)
is offering a five-night stay in the club for For use in o > (state country)
£25.00 a person — half-price (£12.50) for [[]New touring caravan [J Used car [J New motor cycle [JBoat

children under 13.

The holiday starts with evening meal on
Friday 23 December and ends with breakfast
on Wednesday 28 December. The £25.00
includes breakfast and evening meal on the
full days plus a traditional Christmas dinner
at midday on Christmas Day. Also included
is a dance in the Gascoigne Room on the
evening of Boxing Day with a buffet taking
the place of the evening meal.

This package holiday is open only to mem-
bers of the Union Jack Club — all ser-

[J Deposit savings scheme [ Insurance []Iwishtopaycash []Iwishto
use Naafi HP Please tick whichever applies

~ NAAFI

wew  EXCLUSIVELY

vicemen not of commissioned rank are

e  FORYOU
,automatically members.

Book holiday b iti , d by 16 "
Bl o —————

e 0 R e OB % B I-1

S

Sandell Street, London, SE1 8UJ.
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Married quarters
overseas.

Give your family living space with you’ll be driving a very good bargain.

one of the Leyland range of family ~ Send us the coupon, and find out
cars, estates or sporty saloons. just how easy it is.
Do that, and if you’re being posteq] = === = == oo s o o g Sa s
é d ional Tax- les,
overseas you'll have a new Leyland I_I?.I‘EII?JLaIIIIST'CiI.‘SL‘,‘I S

car at factory tax-free price.

What's more, you can enjoy it in Names e Al
Britain - with Supercover - before Rank
Unit

you go abroad.
Naturally you'll also have the

I

I

|

I Contact Address
H.M. Forces price concessions on most |

I

I

I

I

Tel:

models, and access to the NAAFT’s
excellent HP terms into the bargain.
And take advantage of Leyland’s
CompreheHSIVE SerVice and I'm interested in (Leyland model):
distribution network both here and W ¢ swr |

abroad. Leyland I ional Tax-Free Sal
a ey an nternational Tax-Free Sa €8, .
So you see that with a Leyland car, 41-36 Piccadilly, London W1V 0BD. Tel: 01-734 6080.

Posting to (Country): #

Delivery required (Date):___

@ Leyland International

Tax-Free Sales

! & ; ;
AUSTIN, DAIMLER.JAGUAR. M.G.. MIN1. MORRIS. PRINCESS, ROVER, TRIUMPH, VANDEN PLAS

10



OUTSIDE SHAPE — Supreme Headquar-
ters Allied Powers Europe — a memorial
commemorates the first shot fired in World
War One.

Only a hundred yards down the road,
another memorial records the last shot fired
in that war. They are a constant reminder of
the absurdity of total war and the necessity
of Nato.

It was once said that if Nato ever went to
war it would have failed in its primary
objective of keeping the peace. Apart from
internal brush-fires, Nato has so far suc-
ceeded and Europe has enjoyed almost 30
years without strife.

But what if Nato did go to war? Could all

Nato photo

SHAPE

those nations weld together to produce one
fighting force?

At Shape, between Brussels and Mons in
Belgium, the British contingent in the
multi-national headquarters is sure that
integration is workable. The ‘Brits’ at Shape
live and work in a unique international
environment. Each day they deal not only
with the administration of a complex milit-
ary machine but also grapple with different
languages as well as keeping in mind the
need for diplomacy in dealing with other
nationals.

But despite all this the 14 nations at Shape
do work together. As one staff officer said:
“If we didn’t want to work together, if we

Heading Britain’s contribution
to Nato are the British officers
and soldiers who hold Nato appointments in Supreme
Headquarters Allied Powers Europe, working with 13
other nations in a unique international headquarters
that in peace commands no troops.

just stuck to nationalism, this place would
have closed down ten years ago.”

Shape is a huge bustling headquarters —
and yet in peace it commands no troops.
Supreme Allied Commander Europe, the
American General Alexander Haig, takes
over his forces only in the event of war.
Shape’s job is to plan and make sure that if
or when war comes; it is ready.

Those plans are always shrouded in
secrecy. All that ever comes out of Shape is
broad policy guidelines, so understandably
the outsider asks: “Just what do they all do
there?” ‘

The answer to that question is summed
up in a Shape booklet, ‘In the Service of

#:

Geometrical Shape headquarter complex.

Story: Doug McArthur
Pictures: Paul Haley




Peace and Security,’ which says: “By its
very existence Shape is a visible indication of
Allied teamwork and collective Western
determination to maintain peace. Should
deterrence fail, Shape — as the headquarters
that would direct and coordinate the actions
of Nato military forces in Europe — would
be vital to the defences of the West.
Through Shape, the Allies have been able to
agree on and develop plans for the
implementation of Nato strategy in Europe
and to establish common systems of com-
munication, intelligence and logistics that
would be required for effective international
cooperation in the event of war.”

What does this mean to the British staff
officers and the men who support them — is
it really more trying or frustrating than a
normal posting?

According to Major Richard Cross, The
Royal Highland Fusiliers, the job is not so
much frustrating as challenging. Major
Cross has been in the Command Control
Branch of Shape’s Operations Division for
more than a year. He defines his team’s job
as trying to improve the capability of the
Supreme Allied Commander Europe to
command the multi-national forces that may
be assigned to him.

“It’s certainly quite a change from
Springfield Road RUC Station,” he said.
“Here we are dealing with problems that
face the alliance not just now, but five years,
ten years and 15 years ahead. We are trying
to convince nations of the need to properly
control and improve their forces. Obviously
if you are able to command and control
something properly then you are going to
get more value from it.”

““OK, two Purple Hearts and a Vietnam cam-
paign medal for your GSM Northern Ireland?’’

As an indication of the internationalism of
his job, Major Cross is under an American
Air Force colonel section chief who works to
a German brigadier who in turn answers to a
British rear-admiral and, right at the top,
the Chief of Operations is an American
major-general.

“So we are multi-lingual, multi-national
and multi-Service as well. One difficulty we
have found is that some words may not
mean quite the same thing to different Ser-
vices, let alone different nationalities, so it is
important that you explain your ideas in
English and in a way that you are sure you
are being understood.

“Certainly one of the nicest things is that
people almost always subordinate their
national feelings and jealousies for the com-
mon cause. It is certainly a friendly place in
which to work. Here we are dealing with
real problems that actually affect soldiers in
the field, not grandiose theoretical prob-
lems.

It may all seem very abstract, but to us it
is important and we are all trying to make it
work. The job is both intensive and fun and,
I believe, very useful.”

In fact the language difficulty has been
eased because all Nato communications is in
French or English, and English is the main
language at Shape.

Each of the 14 countries represented at

e
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Shape was built in a hurry just outside
Mons. In 1967, France withdrew from
the military side of Nato, keeping a
presence in the political sphere. But it
meant that the headquarters set up at
Fontainebleau outside Paris by General
Eisenhower after World War Two had to
move. The new site provided an unex-
pected boost for the Mons area where
high unemployment had resulted from
a decline in the traditional mining
industry. :
The headquarters and military village
were built in only six months and all
that is left today of the Belgian Army
camp flattened to make way for Shape
is the old hospital, now a craft and arts
centre for the families. :

Deputy Supreme Allied Commander Europe, General Sir Harry Tuzo, at SHAPE’s gates.

Shape has its own national support unit to
look after things like accommodation, pay,
welfare, and general administration. The
UK national military representative of the
Chief of Defencé Staff, Ministry of Defence,
Brigadier C G H'Arnold, also has responsi- |
bility for the UK Support Unit which is
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel S Love.

The support unit looks after about 2000
people, including families. The unit, like
the headquarters itself, is very much tri-
Service and compromise is something that
everyone very soon learns. “It is amazing
how well it all works,” said Brigadier
Arnold. “People will bend over backwards
to reach agreement.

“I have found there is much more recog-
nition and realisation by the three Services
lately that we do play a part in Nato and that
this HQ is very important, and so there is
more care taken in sending people here. We
are in an international setting here and we |
cannot afford problem men.

“There are problems with differing
status. For instance an American Warrant
officer is of officer status, whereas British
warrant officers are not.”

One sad fact of life for senior officers on
posting to Shape is that they must resign
themselves to losing authority, simply
because of the high numbers of staff officers
there. In a world where there are almost
more colonels than privates, there is a story
that lieutenant-colonels are allowed to wash
the cups but only a full colonel can actually
make the tea.

Another blow to senior officer esteem is
the canteen system instead of an officers’
mess. They have to queue in the canteen
with their wooden trays like everyone else —
rear-admirals and brigadiers with sergeants
and corporals — and then join in the scrim-
mage for a seat.

The mess system is keenly missed by all
British ranks. Because American influence
is so strong there are no messes, but clubs
with full staffs. The regimental sergeant-
major of the UK Support Unit, Warrant
Officer 1 Carl Widdowson, Royal Signals,
explained that messes are out because the
whole intention of Shape is to make people
work together and integrate. “But it does
make life difficult. We have British warrant




officers here who have perhaps had 17 or 18
years of mess life and suddenly it is taken
away from them.”

Replacing messes are an international
officers club, the Top Graders Club (the
nearest equivalent to the sergeants’ mess)
and the International Club for junior ranks.

But this lack of mess life is a small price to
pay for living in an American environment.
On the plus side are the fantastic social and
sporting facilities — at the last count there
were 97 different sports and games being
played at Shape with first-rate facilities for
all of them.

On the camp are all the usual courts and
pitches, plus of course American football, a
full-size gymnsium with custom-built rooms
for martial arts, weightlifting and virtually
every kind of indoor sport imaginable.
There is a magnificent swimming pool,
ten-pin bowling alley, arts and craft rooms
— complete with instructors — and a run-
ning track.

Shape is classed as a medium-sized town
in Belgium and has its own hospital with
consultants, supermarket, duty free shop,
bank, cinema, theatre, and petrol station.
There is even a fully-equipped do-it-yourself
garage where you can take your own car to
work on — and get expert advice at the same
time.

The supermarket is Belgian, operating on

Above: Multi-national mechanics at work, Only
the Brit, Cpl ‘Chalky’ White, is in overalls!

Top left: Maj R Cross briefs colleagues from
the German, Canadian and Belgian forces.

Left: A trans-Atlantic import influences the
social lives of Shape off-duty staff and families.

Below: A gleaming Belgian supermarket serves
Shape. Franchise cash pays for sport facilities.

a franchise. This works very well for the
families because this and all the other out-
side concessions help to pay for Shape’s
sport and social facilities. The rest of the
money needed to keep everything in trim,
including paying ground staff, is found from
a small surcharge on goods from the duty
free shop.

“There is certainly nowhere else like this
place,” said Mr Widdowson, “and it can be
very difficult. The lads particularly have to
use a lot of tact especially when there is so
much brass about. But the main problem is
that they are all junior ambassadors. Here, if
a soldier gets drunk and is seen, then foreig-
ners don’t think of him as just a drunken
soldier, but as a drunken British soldier —
and it sticks.

“This is a matter for a man’s self-
discipline. We don’t have parades, most of
the Brits are NCOs and we don’t really have
too many problems. We have a good reputa-
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Truly international is Shape’s Chapel Centre where not only Anglicans but
also Catholics, Lutherans, American Protestants and even Jews all wor-
ship in the same building. This year, the British contingent padre has been
appointed international staff chaplain. This means that the padre, the
Reverend E D R Simms, is responsible for all matters spiritual at Shape for
co-ordinating the activities of nine chaplains of different nationalities and

religious persuasions.

“In fact some 15 different religious groups use the Chapel centre at
various times,” he said. “This is an incredible place to work in. For
instance we have got the great problem of language. Although the
husbands must speak either English or French, it doesn’t follow that their
families do so. So our printing for special occasions usually has to be done
in between three to five different languages.

“There is no place like this chapel centre, and no place like Shape.”

Tri-Service stores for smart new uniforms.

tion and it is generally accepted that a
British sergeant, has better trade training
than any of his Nato counterparts.

““Esprit de corps here is perhaps the best I
have ever seen in a tri-service unit. Consid-
ering the in-flow and out-flow and different
cap badges we do very well, especially as we
do nothing but support someone else.

“I’ve travelled all over and I reckon Brits
can get on with just about anyone. And we
certainly do mix in here. Sport is a common
link. Sometimes we have to be care-
ful,becuase of our sense of humour, but by
and large we all make friends outside the
unit.”

An increasing number of men come to
Shape as temporary bachelors, leaving their
wives and children at home for continuity of
schooling. Because there are no British sec-

" ondary schools available, children over 11 go
to boarding school, either in UK or Ger-
many. The only over-11 school is American.

Whenever possible the men in the support
unit put on combat jackets and boots and go
out on small unit exercises “just to blow the
cobwebs away,” as Mr Widdowson puts it.
They fire their weapons as regularly as
possible on the police shooting ranges in
Mons and there are also a few ceremonial
duties which provide a break from the regu-
lar desk job.

One oddity is an annual Anglo-German
honour guard at a local cemetery where
British and German World War One sol-
diers are buried side by side.

Because every Brit at Shape is an ambas-
sador, working dress must always be smart.
Understandably, Regimental Quarter-
master-Sergeant Cliff Pollard in the UK
Support Unit clothing store is more likely to
exchange a worn garment than in most
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postings simply because every soldier must
be well turned out at all times. Although his
store is small, RQMS Pollard has to keep kit
for all the differently cap-badged souls at
Shape, with the exception of the Royal Navy
contingent. And whenever a man comes to

. Shape, one thing indented for straight away

is another cap badge — Shape has a lot of
souvenir hunters . . .

Some support services, for example the
transport workshop, are fully international
and others, like the postal unit, are all-
British but working in the international
set-up.

The Royal Engineers’ 115 Postal and
Courier Communications Unit runs the UK
mail and courier services for some Nato
establishments in Europe and handles all
mail to and from the UK. It also provides a
normal post office counter service for the
Brits. The post office side is all-British but
the Shape courier service, commanded by
Major Alex Isaacs, is international. The
couriers travel all over Europe, carrying
classified material to and from the various
Nato headquarters.

Language can sometimes be a problem in
the International Transport Workshop.
Corporal ‘Chalky’ Wright, Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, works with
Germans, Greeks, Americans and Belgians
and on a variety of vehicles. “Most of the
lads speak English and the manuals we work
from are either in French or English so if I
come to something I don’t understand, the
Belge can help with the translation and we
help the other way. It all works out.”

Britain’s top man at Shape, General Sir
Harry Tuzo, Deputy Supreme Allied Com-
mander Europe, thinks that Shape’s interna-
tional environment is immensely valuable to

Top security guards the secrets of Shape’s sterile steel and concrete ebrﬂdors,

all who experience it, officers and soldiers
alike. ‘

“My contention is that as many people as
possible should come here because they will
see Nato working,” he told SOLDIER.
“This military alliance is nowadays virtually
the entire content of our military thinking.
Apart from residual things like Hong Kong
or Belize, this is it. There is ‘very little
nowadays that is not related to Nato.

“We want the best men to come here and
then we have to make sure that they don’t
think they are working in a backwater. The
truth is the very reverse although perhaps
this wasn’t always so in the past.

“The British make a contribution here
which everybody recognises. We also of
course have the good fortune to work in our
own tongue. I think the adaptability of our
people is remarkable. They fit into this large
team and grow used to taking instruction
from people of any one of 14 nations. This is
a great tribute to them, I think.

“I have never met anyone who actively
disliked this place. Usually when you talk to
soldiers about their present posting they
moan a bit. They always say their best
posting was the last one. Here it’s different’
They say ‘Oh, it’s all right’, which to me
means that they are really liking it.

“The married people of course have lan-
guage difficulties and perhaps the quarters
aren’t all they might be, but there is a great
deal of satisfaction working here.

“It is totally different from working in
BAOR because here we are much more
closely related to the other nations and to the
host nation. We shop in a Belgian super-

_ market and contact with the civilian popula-

tion is much closer. I think that is to the
good.” ®




“OK, I've changed the first plug. Who's next?”

Taking shape

On the sideline at Shape — he wears a British national hat and
not a Nato hat — Warrant Officer 1 Carl Widdowson, Royal
Signals, regimental sergeant-major of the UK support unit,
finds ample scope for his talent as a cartoonist in quietly
poking fun at the conglomeration of uniforms, high-ranking
officers, nationalities and Services which make up the head-
quarters.

Two of his earlier cartoons, published in 1974 when he was
serving in Catterick, are reproduced on pages 12 and 13, and
here are four more drawn specially for SOLDIER.

Regimental Sergeant-Major Widdowson — ‘Carl’ when wear-
ing his cartoonist hat — has had his work accepted by several
journals. A collection was published under the somewhat
obscure title of ‘Bang, Bang, Bloody Bang’ in May 1973 when
he was serving in Singapore. A second volume, ‘Goodbye
Digger,” came out two months later and continued the saga of
the Anzuk Force, taking the mickey out of the nine Services,

from Australia, New Zealand, and United Kingdom, making up
that force.

“Man, here everyone has a middle initial.” “How about a(nice line in blue and white?”
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GCODEWORD
'KISS' ...
OF DEATH

“WE HAVE A CODEWORD in this regi
ment,” hissed the adjutant confidentially.
“It’s KISS — Keep it Simple, Stupid!” And
that kiss can be the kiss of death for the
enemies of 23rd Special Air Service Regi
ment (Volunteers) whose Territorial Army
Volunteer Reserve members believe simplic-
ity is the cornerstone of success in their kind
of war.

Like 21 SAS, its sister TAVR regiment,
23 SAS, is assigned to Nato in Europe to
become a unit of 1 (British) Corps based in
Germany.

Ironically, the last thing these front-line
troops would want to do at that stage would
be to fire a shot in anger — “*Every time we
fire a shot we write off one of our own
patrols,” said one trooper. The time for
fighting would come only when the patrols
were overrun.

¥y N

Men of the SAS recently joined the United
States Army on exercise in southern Ger-
many and confidently proved the claim that
front-line troops could be in the field from
the United Kingdom well within a day . ..
At 1300 on a Friday, Tom was just finishing
his shift down the mine in a Yorkshire col-
liery. A telephone call at 1400 summoned
him to his mobilisation point, some 50 miles
away, as a member of the 23rd Special Air
Service Regiment (Volunteers). He gathered
together his personal kit and uniform and
made his own way to the TA Centre where
he signed in at 2000.

His squadron’s ‘key party’ was already-busy
getting specialist stores ready for the flight
to Germany and Tom was quickly channelled
through the unit's administration cell where
the documentation processes were com-
pleted. By 0200 on Saturday morning his
squadron was up to strength and equipped
for war and by 0300 he was climbing aboard
an RAF C130 Hercules aircraft. Within two
hours he was in Germany being briefed and
soon afterwards his patrol melted into the
countryside to begin its task.
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In well under 17 hours Yorkshire miner Tom
had become a keen-eyed signaller relaying
vital information on enemy movements from
the front line in Germany.

Regimental headquarters and
HQ Squadron are in Birmingham
with B Squadron in Leeds and C
Squadron in Newcastle and
Prudhoe. At present, A Squadron
is based in Port Glasgow, where
it was raised only a couple of
years ago, while D Squadron is
well established in Dundes.
With its roots in the North of
England and Scotland, 23rd Spe-
cial Air Service Regiment (Vol-
unteers) can be forgiven for
referring to its five squadrons as
‘clans’ — even if some are sas-
senachs,

Story: Mike Starke
Pictures: Doug Pratt

This all immediately calls for a specialist
skill — the ability to enter unknown territory
and speedily get to know its geography
in daylight or dark. Said a trooper: “When
we get to our own patch of land to patrol
we’ve got to learn its valleys, hills, woods,
paths, the lot, so that when the enemy
comes along HE'll be walking into OUR
back garden.”

This is work that calls for a special sort of
man, too. The adjutant of 23 SAS — a
veteran Regular — explained: “In our job a
few blokes can do a hell of a lot of damage,
more indeed than a large formation which
can be dealt with by superior numbers in a
simple firepower equation.

“In fact, an SAS patrol is one of the safest
places in the Army in war. But it carries
psychological pressures. When you’ve
stepped over the enemy line you get that
prickly feeling that you’re on your own.”

A trooper added his point of view: “The
difference between this and a line regiment
is that every man is self-sufficient. You can
tell a bloke to get on with something and he
won’t need telling a second time. There’s no
room for malingerers here and I'd be sur-
prised if you could find more than two in the
whole lot — and they soon get weeded out.”

In other words, although the men of 23
SAS are part-timers, they take the job of
soldiering seriously. The specialist skills
they require — mainly in the all-important
field of surveillance and signalling — cannot
be mastered in a few drill nights a year and
many put in far more hours than the average
TAVR soldier.

* They are backed by a team of permanent
staff instructors from the Regular SAS who
take their job equally seriously: “If they’re
not good at their job, it’s our fault,” said
one.

« This dedication does not apparently meet
with universal approval. A story currently
circulating in the regiment tells of a TAVR
soldier being counselled by his commanding
officer not to transfer to 23 SAS because
“They do not show proper respect to senior
officers and they even eat out of mess tins!”

Left: A full day’s work behind him, a soldier
leaves Civvy Street to sign on for mobilisation.

Right: Before the action there’s the admin as the
part-time soldiers sort their out documentation.

The fact is that the age-old problem of
adapting full-time civilians to their part-time
military life is taken just as seriously in 23
SAS as anywhere else. A trooper turned up
at the drill hall with a wisp of black beard
sprouting under an already luxuriant mous-
tache. The adjutant was soon in eyeball-to-
eyeball contact: “If that beard was white,
lad, it would be useful . . . you could be
Father Christmas. But it’s not — it’s black,
so it’s no use at all. Get it off! If you want to
join our club you follow our rules. If not,
you can always join another club.”

In an aside another PSI commented:
“YOU know what SAS means. But there are
some who still think it means Saturdays And
Sundays!” The regiment can take the joke.
Based in the heart of the industrial Midlands
and North of England as well as in Scotland,
it draws on hard-working, hard-playing men
who get their backs into a job.

Many are miners and workers from heavy
industry but the recruiting net has trawled
through all strata of society. A university
graduate with a double first rubs shoulders
in the field with a gravedigger; a labourer
with a business man.

Unlike the Regular SAS regiment, the
TAVR recruit can make a direct entry to the
unit as well as transferring from another

T AR
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TAVR unit. Members of 23 SAS tend to be
in their late 20s or 30s but there is no bar on
the age of joining if the recruit is up to the
rigorous training. The youngest — son of an
ex-Regular SAS soldier — is just over 18,
Currently the oldest is four years below the
limit of 50.

Ex-Regular servicemen make the best
recruits, they say, “especially ex-Marines or
ex-Paras — they know the score.” They can
find themselves fully-fledged members of a
‘sabre’ squadron in three to five months
whereas it could take up to two years for a
recruit from Civvy Street to make the grade.

All have to undergo the gruelling selection
tests for a couple of weeks which are run
three times a year by the TAVR at Senny-
bridge. Here they are treated in the same way
as Regular recruits who come to the SAS
from other regiments or corps of the Regular
Army and no allowances are made for the
fact that the TAVR men are part-timers. At
least half-dozen ‘work-up’ weekends pre-
cede the TAVR recruit’s Sennybridge visit.
This year only 41 recruits were accepted out
of 471.

Many of the men of 23 SAS have been
with the unit for some years. Typical is a
miner, Tom, who joined when he moved to
Yorkshire from Durham and had to leavep




Above left: A patrol gets a chance to study a map
before setting off to its exercise field location.

Above: A squadron is all present and correct
before leaving the drill hall for the aircraft.

Left: An Americanyhilitary policeman looks on
as 23 SAS deplanes in Germany on exercise.

continued

his TAVR Parachute Regiment battalion.
He could have joined another TAVR unit,
so why the SAS? “I didn’t think there was
enough excitement in the other units. To
start with I wanted to join the TA to prove I
dare parachute.” .

And as the SAS motto proudly declares:
“Who dares, wins.”

These two pictures look alike but
they differ in ten details. Look at
them carefully. If you cannot
spot the differences see page 33.
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If yourson is bright enough

tobe an Army Officer,
we'll helpwith his education.

The Army has its own boarding school,
Welbeck College for boys who want to be
Officers one day.

Entrance requirements are highly com-
petitive and to qualify for consideration for
a place a young man must be well up to
GCE ‘O’ level standard (or SCE ‘O’ grade)
in maths, physics, English language and at
least two other subjects, preferably chemistry
and a foreign language.

And of course, he must have a genuine
interest in a career as an Army Officer.

If he has and we think he’s good enough,
we'll give him the best possible startinbecom-
ing an officerin the Army’s technical Corps.

(It will, incidentally, be largely at the
Army’s expense not the parents. Contri-
butions towards maintenance are reason-
able.

What your son will get is basically a
6th form education to ‘A’ level standard in
maths, physics and related subjects.

Since thereare only 150 boysat Welbeck,
we can afford to give agreat deal ofindividual
tuition.

Academic standards have to be high

- because success at Welbeck
guarantees a place at the
' Royal Military Academy at
# Sandhurst.
: And not only this; once
% commissioned, the majority of
Welbeck boys go on to Univer-
sity at the Army’s expense.
‘ Most boys are commis-
* BB | sionedintothe REME,R Signals,
— RAOC and RE. Some go to the
" RA and RCT and ayfew to the
.. .{ RAC and Infantry.

We ought to point out that
»y itis only at Sandhurst that your
son will begin to wear uniform.
At Welbeck he is a civilian.

And apart from some out-
ward bound or adventure
training plus Cadet corps training, the
syllabusis little different from that of a first-
class public school.

There’s plenty of sport too. As well as
school games, he can go sailing, rock climbing
and orienteering. '

And as you can see from the photo-
graph, Welbeck isan old stately home which
is set in beautiful grounds.

Applicants for the term starting in
September 1978 must have been born
between 1st July 1961 and Ist December
1962. The closing date for applications is
15th December 1977,

To obtain our prospectus and applica-
tion form just fill in the coupon and post it
to the Headmaster.

{—— To: The Headmaster, Welbeck College,—]l
| Worksop, Notts. S80 3LN. I
| Name : b l
| Address oML |
| 3 o A |
| |
: F43
ool e
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SPEEDMASTER
CHRONOGRAPH

FOR ONLY

£1580

DEPOSIT

Precision Timing for
The Professionals

To give precision timing under extreme conditions for the man of
action, it's water-resistant case, integral stainless steel bracelet,
sweep second hand and stop watch facility make it ideal for the
Professionals way of life. Each instrument is engraved "Flight
qualified by N.A.S.A, for all manned space missions. The first watch
worn on the moon”.

You can own a Speedmaster, for only £15.80 deposit followed by
nine further payments of £15.80 spread over a period of

nine months. Absolutely no extra charge for credit postage and
packing. (Cash price £158.00 inc. V.A.T.)

This free credit facility is available for the purchase of all the Omega
range of watches. You can have the watch you've always wanted
right away. Tick the coupon, clip and return to Prestons Timer
Division today. It's time you had an Omega.

Capitol House, Churchgate, Bolton, Lancs.

PRESTONS  [iver,,

Capitol House, Churchgate Bolton Lancs.

r---------.-'---
| Please send me my Speedmaster Chronograph
. ——— | enclose deposit of £15.80
1 | Please send me the catalogue of Omega watches .
. 1 available on free credit from Prestons.
= F T I L e U o G Ty l
ADDRESS ; ik ,.___l
I REGISTERED IN ENGLAND No. 541389 _ soniio
L B B | --------J
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CAR scheme. The leading
Leyland distributors in Cyprus
willsetthe price you are quoted
against a new or used car.
Whichever you

choose, your car will be@
waiting atithe airport.

Contact John Horgan, Inter-Car Centre,
Henlys Ltd., West St., Bedminster,
Bristol S3 3LH.Tel: Bristol 662261. /

going, the Henlys Organisation
can arrange to have a new
Leyland car waiting for you on
your arrival.

Before departing on your
tour of duty in Cyprus, trade in
your present car at any branch
of Henlys for a sensible part-
exchange price.

That way, you will have all

@: advantages of the INTER-

? . 'y Py ,
WORLD’S MOST POPULAR
HOMEBUILT AIRCRAFT

Now you can afford your own personal copter! More
than 3,000 Bensens have been built by people like you, in +
the U.S.A. and abroad. The Gyrocopter costs no more to
operate than a car. Stores in the garage, requires little
space for take-offs and landings. Interchange floats with
wheels for extra fun. Fly slow as 20 mph or zip along fast

and high. Pilot ages range from teens to over 60, novices
and pros.

Send DM10 for info, photo, including P.P.
Post to; E. Kelly, 5 Osningstr 4500, Osnabriick, W. Germany.

Name




No dole for

BAOR wives

Ann Armstrong

Service wives in Rhine Army
are not eligible for unem-
ployment benefit, despite
paying full taxes during their
overseas tour.

This has come to light as a
result of SOLDIER’s recent
articles on the plight of
families supporting unem-
ployed teenage children not
eligible for supplementary
benefit,

But with no supplementary bene-
fits for teenagers, how many more
benefits are there for which we pay
taxes but which Service families in
BAOR are unable to claim?

Free school meals, for instance, is
a benefit not enjoyed in BAOR.

There is no tax concession to
make up these differences and local
overseas allowance was never
designed to cover them.

In May, the Government intro-
duced a national insurance scheme

- for married women allowing wives

to opt for full liability or reduced
liability. More and more wives are
choosing full liability because it enti-
tles them to unemployment benefit
and maternity grant.

Mrs T- paid her class I contribu-
tions for nine years, a total of nearly
£2000. She is now working in
BAOR and if she loses her job there
will be no unemployment benefit for
her. Mrs W- lost her job some
weeks before leaving UK to go to
BAOR. Because she did not know
about unemployment benefit for
UK citizens living in EEC countries,
she did not take the correct action,
and now she cannot claim benefits in
~BAOR. She should have signed on
as unemployed in UK at least four
weeks before leaving home,

On arrival in Germany she could
then have gonme to the German
unemployment bureau and they
would have either found her suit-
able employment or paid her
benefits for three months — a lot of
money which she has lost.

I have been told by the Depart-
ment of Health and Social Security
that the problem is recognised by
the EEC’s administrative commis-
sion on social security of migrant
workers and that they are currently
looking into the operation of EEC
unemployment benefit. However
this does not help the wives, espe-
cially when German unemployment
offices are dealing with a million of
their own unemployed, so wives
must look for jobs through the
Pioneer Civil Labour Unit.

It may be that it is an unfortunate
consequence of the intrinsic nature
of the benefit, but our families suf-
fer and they should not lose out.

November 1977

Nato angry over cuts

The Government’s decision to cut the defence budget by
one-sixth has provoked a sharp response from Nato’s
Secretary-General, Dr Joseph Luns.

Brian puts his shirt
on his song

Ssafa

Ssafa has stopped recruiting social

workers until the Ministry of
Defence agrees to pay them ‘‘proper
professional scales.”

This means, said a Ssafa spokes-
man, that as vacancies arise on the
staff they will not be filled until
wages go up.

The Secretary of State for
Defence, Mr Fred Mulley, has
agreed to two urgent Ssafa require-
ments — a full-time social worker
will be appointed to work at Ssafa
head office and give personal lead-
ership to the 21 social workers over-
seas and in five UK garrisons, and a
senior social worker is to be estab-

A packed theatre at RAF Guiitersloh
in West Germany saw Lance-
Corporal Brian Morris, of 50 Field
Squadron, Royal Engineers, pre-
sented with a silver trophy by Geoff
Love, the composer and arranger,

for winning the 1977 Services folk

composer of the year competition.
Brian sang his compeosition, ‘Big
Wheel of Cambois,” a song about
which he feels very strongly. For
Cambois is not only the village where
his wife Isabel lived for many years,
but is also a victim of mine closures.
The song tells of how a once thriving
village is now a desolate waste.
Brian, who is stationed at Maid-
stone in Kent, entered the competi-
tion through BBC Radio Medway.

In all, £230,000,000 is to be
slashed from the defence bill in
1978-79 — which, said Dr Luns in a
letter to the Secretary of State for
Defence, Mr Fred Mulley, must cut
the effectiveness of Britain’s forces.

“It must be emphasised that
Nato, faced with an increasing
threat, cannot afford any lessening
of its members’ defence efforts and
that any further cuts by the United
Kingdom would not be understood
by its allies or find any measure of
support on their part,” he said.

n an official statement replying
to the letter, the Government
pointed out that the five per cent of
gross national product Britain
spends on defence is well above the
average of the European members
of Nato.

“The United Kingdom reminds
the alliance that its forces are of
hifh quality in a wide variety of
roles and that it is the only Euro-
pean member making a major con-
tribution in all the fields of the
alliance defence effort — in Allied

, Command Europe, in the Channel
and the Atlantic and in the nuclear
elements of Nato.”

Taking into account the consulta-"
tion with Nato, the Government has
decided on the broad allocation of
the £230,000,000 reduction. About
one-half is expected to come from
the equipment programme, about
one-fifth from the works field and -
the balance from cuts in support
areas.

Equipment savings will mainly be
found by deferring new equipment.
There are also likely to be cancella-
tions of some projects but these will
not affect the major equipment
programmes.

The works cuts will result in
delays to some new projects and to
maintenance. Savings will also be
found from cuts in research and
development expenditure, from
further economies in Service and
civilian manpower costs and from
general support and administration.
But there will be no additional Ser-
vice redundancies.

lished in British Forces Germany to
supervise the 14 Ssafa workers.
Ssafa is seeking payment of the
two top increments, not at present
paid, to the senior social worker in
Germany, and to those entitled to
them after ten years’ experience
which applies to 11 of the 21.
“This,” said the Ssafa spokesman,
“arises from a mistake on the part of
the Department of Health and
Social Security which advised the
Ministry of Defence that Ssafa
social workers were not entitled to
the two top increments because they
do not take student social workers.”
““Ssafa has always maintained that

their social workers work unsuper-
vised, train WRAC welfare assis-
tants and help to train families
officers and housing commandants.”

“The Council is not only con-
cerned about justice for the social
workers. It is equally concerned that
it is no longer possible to recruit the
right calibre of social workers unless
it is permitted to pay the profes-
sional scales — and to continue in
the present unprofessional manner
will be a serious disservice to the
families.”

Ssafa workers in the UK earn less
than the WRAC welfare assistants
they are training.
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ALLIN THE FAMILY

WITH
ANNE ARMSTRONG

It’s DIY
for MFO
box liners

M.7O box liners are no longer
issued but black tarred paper
can be obtained from all unit
stores. Individuals have to
cut it to the box size they

require.

You may qualify for
free school meals

I read in the national Press the suggestion that some 375,000
parents are not claiming for free school lunches which now
cost 25p per child a day in the UK.

Maybe some of those 375,000 could be Service families
who have returned from overseas and because they do not
know the new regulations, do not realise that they are eligible.

Incomes of both or one parent over two months is £10 and £20.

totalling: Do check with the DHSS office,

£60.00 a week with one " education authority or the pay office

child can qualify in case you can claim. All schools

£62.00 a week with two and education welfare offices have
children can qualify claim forms.

£69.00 a week with three This also applies to other benefits

children can qualify. like family income supplement. Just

This means MOST privates, as a guideline, incomes of £41.00 a
lance-corporals and some corpor- week with one child and £52.00 with
als may be eligible. Second- two children may be eligible. Ask
lieutenants just miss out by 17p. for DHSS leaflet FIS I of April 77

Remember, 25p a day is £1.25 a  and check with them to see if you
week (£2.50 for two children which  qualify.

" Commissioning and
Project Engineers

Plessey Marine manufactures, installs and commissions marine sonar equipment for
the navies of the world.

We are looking for a number of electronics engineers to carry out installation and
commissioning work on sites throughout the UK and abroad, sometimes on long
term assignments.

Candidates should be educated to HNC level or have had equivalent relevant
experience. Applications from ex-Service personnel who have undertaken similar
work would be particularly welcome.

Our excellent conditions of employment include

A lively and absorbing business environment- [] Excellent salary, regularly
reviewed ] Superannuation and sickness schemes [] Assistance with relocation
costs, where necessary.

Please write giving full details or telephone Peter Fairbank, Personnel Department,
Plessey Marine, Uppark Drive, Ilford, Essex. Tel 01-478 3040 extension 5250.

. ©PLESSEY
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Holiday
fun for

I have read with interest over
the last three months about
the summer holiday play
schemes which took place in
July, August and September

in Northern Ireland, Berlin,

BAOR, Cyprus and UK.
Each year the number of

schemes increases and the

ones who have done it before
become more ambitious. The
enjoyment seen on the faces
of the youngsters from the
many photographs shows
their appreciation of the
adults who have organised
the activities.

One novel way is to join the Net-
ley Sailing Club families course
camp in the grounds of the Royal
Victoria Hospital, sail on South-
ampton Water and use the
clubhouse amenities. And even

mum can have a go too. For a week
the families learn the skills of sailing
dinghi

“Allvin the boats, capsize drill.”
In went father Dave Martin; some-
gow son Peter righted his dinghy

rst.

Members of the Willis famil
from Andover were trying out their
home-made Mirror dinghy, and son
James was receiving instruction
from 14-year-old Steven Morley
who qualified on a previous course.
“Marvellous holiday,” said George

" Andrews and James from RAF Hal-

ton. “I find Dad does not always
know best,” said one father.

Thirty aspiring sailors from ten
years to 50 years are taught by
civilian and Army instructors.
“Some pass the RYA elementary
ratings during the week,” said
Major Roger Grannum, club secre-
tary and course organiser. “We do
find it is an excellent way of teaching
all the family.”

The headquarters of the UKLF
Regiment at Old Sarum offered a
host of activities for hard-pressed
parents. The usual summer sports
included river and sea fishing plus
ice skating at Bournemouth, picnics
at the naval base in Portland and
Army Air Day at Middle Wallop.
The person behind the scenes who
made all this possible is Lieutenant
Juliette Tudor WRAC. b

“HACK, HACK,” was the cry
echoing around the camp of The
Royal Irish Rangers at Little Ros-
sington. The Holiday Activities Club
for Kids (HACK) is run for children
of six to 17 years. Crazy sports such
as ‘It's a Knockout,” and a disco
were just a few of the events. But
what is different about HACK is
that it is a joint project between-the
Irish Rangers, whose idea it was, and
the East Gloucestershire recreation
services. The Rangers had a prob-
lem for almost aﬁc the men were
away on a six-month tour in Cu,

— whereas the county did not have
very good facilities.

Jointly, money was raised, paid
staff and volunteers were found and
the scheme flourished. It enabled
children from the surrounding coun-
tryside to join with the Army chil-
dren in fun for all. “It did prove very
successful and because it was my
first time with such a venture my
worst fears were unjustified,” said
Captain Stephen Blanche.



All aboard the Lollipop Special!

fe

This is King’s Cross Air Terminal. ‘“Calling all paseners for

BY 121X for Gitersloh, book in now,’” comes over the
loudspeaker. End of term for 3000 servicemen’s children who
on a series of ‘lollipop’ flights join their families in Europe for

the holidays.

A mammoth job for the Joint
Services Air Trooping Centre which
organises the mass movement: ““The
efficiency of the scheme depends to
a great extent on the parents filling
in the unaccompanied minors form
and returning it to me two months
before they wish their children to
fly,”” said Major Stevens, command-
ing the centre, who continued with
a plea to all parents: ‘““Please, if
there is a change in plans, let the
JSATC know immediately.”

It was 1115 at the terminal, one

Friday at the end of term. Children
had been booking in since 0800.
Teddy bears, bulging carrier bags, a
kite, a fishing rod. All were clutch-
ing precious belongings, for trunks
are left at school. Efficient escorts
hand over their charges. Miss Molly
Hill, ex-SSAFA escort and now
with Universal Aunts, told me:
“Once I hand over my charges , I
know I need not worry.”

Inside the JSATC, staff check and
re-check every child, lists of names,
destinations, school addresses and

escort names. They see them from
terminal to coach, coach to Luton,
check through the airport controls
and then on to the plane, where a
charming Britannia airways hostess
meets her young passengers, greet-
I?Ig them with special ice creams for
all.

I spoke to one five-year-old in the
departure lounge at Luton.
“Tired?” I asked. “No, I have lost
my boarding card” was hardly
spoken when a friendly corporal
came up and handed it to him.

At Hendon, the centre of the
whole operation, phones ring, charts
are plotted, and there is non-stop
activity.

“What happens if a child does not
arrive at the terminal or at Luton?”

I asked Captain Dill Blackmore.

“Immediately we put into action the
emergency - procedure. We have
never lost a child yet.” I am sure
they never will. :

As I left Luton, two travellers
spoke to me. Linda, nine years old:
“Once I am at the terminal I don’t
worry any more.” And this was
echoed by all the children. Turning
to seasoned traveller Robert: “I
have been travelling since I was very
young. Hong Kong, Nepal, Singa-
pore, Kenya, and now I am off to
Germany.” He's just 12 years old!
Four to six weeks later the 3000 will
be on their way back. In a year this
amounts to 18,000 tot-to-teen
travellers.

-

T

Make your last year at school interesting, exciting and productive

Complete your academic studies in a residential school set in 20 acres of beautiful surroundings on the Menai Straits.
Courses to GCE and CSE level in Mathematics, English, English Literature, Science, Technical Drawing and Scripture

in classes averaging 20 boys. Training is also given in theoretical and practical seamanship including boatwork in our «
own boats on the Straits. All boys undertake an Engineering Familiarisation Course and are encouraged to participate
in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.

Most boys proceed to the Royal Navy or the Merchant Navy but the development of character and self-reliance at
INDEFATIGABLE is equally suited to life ashore. A year at INDEFATIGABLE entitles a boy to six months remission of *
sea service towards the various Merchant Navy certificates.

Boys of good character and health may enrol at age 14 years for entry between 15 and 15} years of age.

Write for Brochure and Application Form to:—

Room 22,0riel Chambers,14 Water Street,
Liverpool L2 8TD

The Registrar (Dept SP13)

/ INDEFATIGABLE

Founded 1864
(Patron HRH The Duke of Edinburgh)

Recognised by, and in receipt of a grant from,
The Welsh Education Office
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More in the family . . .

Analyse any town in the UK and you will find a host of
facilities and services — shops, schools, transport, libraries,
police and medical services, most of which are run by experts,
some by voluntary organisations; each one an important part

of the community; most of them long established.

I visited several garrisons in Ger-
many — each one is a small town.
The difference? They all have simi-
lar organisations to a town in UK
but they are run by versatile people
who are fully committed to their
tasks as members of the ‘Profes-
sionals’ but run a town at the same
time. The complexity of running a
garrison is quite staggering. No two
are the same; the military roles of
the units in them vary. The location
and size bring different problems to
each one.

In the industrial heart of Ger-
many you will find a British town
within the town of Dortmund. Here
some thousands of British families
live while their husbands are servin
or supporting the British Army ol
the Rhine. :

The Helleweg, an historic road,
divides the three main garrison
areas from which spread out a
further thirteen separate quarter
areas, the furthest, Holzwickede, 40
minutes drive away.

Mrs Pamela Harden uses the new Naafi shop.

Goring Hall

ndependent Grammar School *

* Afamily school with a happy atm

- Boarding and Day School for Boysages9-18. YR
5 osphere set in 14 acres at the seaside. Small forms
of 16-students. We offer 13 ‘0’ level and 8 ‘A’ level GCE subjects. Normal games
plus judo, swimming, fencing and tennis by qualified coaches. ‘Good careers

Dortmund giv es all it’s got
for British fam ilies’ welfare

Families live in houses or in
blocks of flats (some old like Barop,
some new like Holyweekede, built
for nearly 600 families). Opened in
1977, Holyweekede has a Naafi
community centre and huge car
parking areas. But it lacks adequate
play space for the 7-16-year-olds.
Like any town, most of the ameni-
ties are normally in the centre where
the work is done.

Transport 1s usually the key to
successful life in any community.
Dortmund Garrison is no exception.
School buses, Naafi buses and medi-
cal centre buses are essentials of
everyday life. But long waits and
wasted hours are well known to
most Service wives. However,
Dortmund Garrison is trying out a
revolutionary scheme in running an
inter-connecting bus service with a
regular timetable.

“We hope that this will give grea-
ter flexibility to wives, especially
those who live some distance away,
as there is virtually no public trans-
port,” said Mrs Judy Steele. “They
will be able to come and go as they
please, do their shopping and then
perhaps catch a bus on to visit
friends on another estate.”

A thrift shop is always welcome to eke out LOA.

“Dortmund? It seemed miles
away when I looked at the map,”
said Mrs Pamela Harden, who had
just arrived after two days’ driving
from Wales with 2i-year-old son
Mark. “I had never driven on the
Continent but we made it.”

Voluntary

Most towns have a local paper.
The Dortmund Despatch, run by
voluntary staff, is full of news,
views, letters, information, competi-
tions, stories and cartoons.

On Sunday morning in the garri-
son church the choir sings lustily.
Mrs Helen Simpson and family are
back in the choir stalls after an
absence of five years. The Royal
Artillery Mounted Band is backs
after five years in Larkhill. ¢

What can youngsters do in Dort-
mund? Despite the fact that they
have no purpose-built youth centre,
‘Make do’ is their motto. Scouts,
Guides, Cubs, Brownies or youth
club members, all are full of
ingenuity. Untiring leaders keep the
momentum of activities running
non-stop throughout the year. It

1

LET PROCTERS MOVE YOU TO GERMANY
For further details phone Sheffield 0742-333751.
Or write to
PROCTERS REMOVALS & SHIPPING, 54 HOLME LANE, SHEFFIELD S6 4JQ.

Junior School from 5 (boarding from

boats.

THORNLOW SCHOOL

Buxton Road, Weymouth, Dorset.

JUNIOR AND SENIOR SCHOOLS

Recognised by The Department of Education and Science.

An efficient boys’ independent schoo] for day and boarding pupils on the Dorset'coast..
??’and Senior Schook from 11 to 17, Pupils must «

satisfy entrance requirement standard. Very good results at G.C.E. Modern classrooms

gluu carpenters’ shop, library, well-equipped science laboratory and large gymnasium.

here are seven acres of grounds and sportsfields affordin
Hockey, Cricket and Athletics, also a 25 metre covered haat
cross-country club, a fencing club with a first class coach and a sailing club owning its own

good facilities for Soccer,
swimming pooJ. There is a

Prospectus from Secretary. (Tel: Weymouth 2977).

rom air terminals.

Prospectus: The Secretary, St. John's College, Coolhurst, Horsham, Sussex.
Tel: Horsham 2424, .

St. John's ¢u[[e;;t

Horsham, Sussex

Independent boarding & day school for boys
Lgtn . - Preparation for G.C.i. ‘e

by qualifiea” Staff--in small classes. The College is sef |mon:'?5 acres of
beautiful Sussex countryside, | mile from Horsham, with extensive phyin*
fields and sports facilities. Special provision is made for the sons o
arents stationed abroad and an efficient courier service is provided to and

7-18."

& A" Levely E, CE -+, |
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could be a camp, Miss Dortmund 77
or winning an international youth
football tournament. For the older
ones and adults, there are stamp,
drama and chess clubs and the very
lively folk club entertains with top
folk singers from UK.

There are adult education classes
with arrangement for Open Univer-
sity courses, German classes and an
Anglo-German society and for the
energetic all sports are available.

Shopping

Community centres, however
small, can be found on most estates.
Bingo, whist, coffee mornings, thrift
shops, play groups — anything is
tried to alleviate the boredom.
Shopping plays an important part.
Most wives shop at Naafi because
buying from the German stores is
expensive. So Naafi has to try and
satisfy the needs of some 8000
people and put on to their shelves as
much variety as a housewife would
find in any high street. “A mam-
moth task,” said Mr Robert Eeck-
elaers, the Naafi manager.

Quite a lot of trade is done
through mail orders. Just across
from the Naafi is the YWCA, with
gifts, sweets, films, canteen, hot
meals and newspapers. ‘“Sunday
morning is very busy — we dispense
over 1000 papers,” said Mrs Iris
Sauverwein, ‘“‘and as we open at dif-
ferent times to Naafi it enables the
soldiers to do a lot of shopping when
they get back from an exercise. And
of course the schoolchildren come in
for their comics.”

Three schools cater for the five to
16-year-olds. They are Alanbroke
and Alexandra, where the pet white
rabbit hops around the open-plan
school at will, and Cornwall Com-
prehensive. Defence cuts have hit

.

this school, built for 400. It now
houses 750.

This is both hard for teachers and
pupils. Teachers too have been cut
in Germany. It is questionable
whether such cuts are acceptable
when both pupils and staff are prone
to frequent moves.

Towns have their big events.
Dortmund runs a garrison horse
show among the many yearly events
embracing all garrison members.

Heavy responsibilities fall on the

A nursery school keeps youngsters happy.

“garrison commander, commanding

officers and their wives. In fact most
wives help with jobs such as being
an escort on the youth club bus,
fostering children while mum’s away
in hospital, or just being a good and
hcgoful neighbour. A hundred-
and-one jobs are done by members
of the garrison, mostly for no finan-
cial reward.

With the untiring help of Ssafa
sisters and social workers, the estate

wardens; BIAs, chaplains and sta-
tion staff officer’s staff the garrison
commander is overall responsible.
He is mayor, town clerk and direc-
tor of social services, to name but a
few of his non-military hats.
“There is no doubt that there is a
community spirit in Dortmund.
Families do try hard to make the
most of their time in Germany but
for young wives with very young
children life can be especially
difficult with husbands away on

exercises or in Northern Ireland,”
said the Ssafa social worker. She
added: “With the few jobs available
and at 30 years old you may be the
oldest one in a large block of flats.”

Wonderful

A young wife, Mrs Christine
Ingham, said: “The welfare flights
are wonderful. Mum came out from
Newcastle. It made all the differ-

-

ence when my husband was away.

Major Sharpe, the Station Staff
Officer, summed it up: “We do try
and understand all the problems but
some schemes do have difficulties
because. we do not have the same
financial resources as in UK. Due to
the predominantly young family
element and continuous postings,
finding volunteers is a perpetual
headache. If you have something
and offer time, a skill, you will be
snapped up immediately,” he said.

CorTINAS
NOW

IN STOCK
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Fiestas Escorts:. Cortinas-Capris
If you are posted overseas you know that you will need a reliable car

CONSIDER THESE POINTS Up to 15% Discount
Trade-in facilities for your present car
Finance: as low as 10% deposit and
up to 4 years to repay (NAAFI Finance
also available)
All necessary documentation and tax
concessions will be arranged by our

experienced sales consultants

For further details ring or write to:—

'EuroExPoRT SALES LTD, 102 Blandford Street, London W1. Telephone: 01-935 7604

I Please supply me with current up-to-date information

on a NEW FORD

I DESTINATAONC -2 0ok 0 00 o L 8h dhe bbb s bs i1 REQUESTED DELIVERY DATE: ...........

' BUY | NAME & RANK

for export
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DON'T LEAVE THE COUNTRY

Beta Coupé 1300, 1600 200 (illustrated). Beta Spyder 1600, 2000 (illustrated).

——— If you're being posted overseas, you're pro-
—~— bably already thinking of taking a car with you.

Your biggest problem is likely to be which
car to take. We'd like to help you decide.

_»  Most manufacturers can arrange for you
gy} to export one of their cars free of UK car tax

: But only Lancia can provide you with all the
prestige and excitement of the Most Italian Car.
You can make large savings on every model
in our range. So much so that the car you
thought was outside your price bracket is, in
fact,well inside.

On top of this, we’ll help you arrange all
the documentation. Advise you about any
special regulations and specifications required
in the country you are going to. Help you with
insurance and credit, through NAAFI. Arrange
shipping. In short, take care of everything.

Why not return the coupon to our Forces
Sales Manager, or phone him on 01-998 29927

He'll make sure you leave the country with
the best car you can lay your hands on.

,—To: Forces Sales Manager, Lancia (England) Limited, —I
Alperton, Middlesex HAQ 1HE. Telephone: 01-998 2992.
| Please send me information on the following range(s): |

HPE |:] Monte-Carlo I:I Saloon |___] Coupé D Spyd_er[__-l

The car’s destination.....4ibia gt SO T

Name

I

|
Address [

| |

I

I

|

. = .
Beta Saloon 1300,1600,2000,2000ES (illustrated). I_SO‘I me most Itallan calil |
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We reunite pals

Two old pals who lost touch with each other at the end of
World War Two have met again — thanks to SOLDIER.

The first that Reg Stevens of Ilminster knew of the reunion
was when he opened his door one evening to a man he did
not at first recognise but who introduced himself as ‘Smokey
Joe.’ Then the years swiftly rolled away.

‘Smokey Joe,” otherwise Mike
Attard, who now lives near Bourne-
mouth, last saw Reg Stevens in
1945 in a prisoner-of-war camp in
Germany. During the years in bet-
ween he often thought about his old
mate but was resigned to never
seeing him again. Until Mike had a
letter published in SOLDIER.

“My family encouraged me to try
and fulfil my dream to contact some
of the POWSs,” he said.

Reg Steven (left) greets his long-lost pal.

Unknown to Mr Stevens, who
now lives in Ilminster, the letter was
spotted by his son Brian, a captain
in Army Legal Services.

Mr Stevens (57) was called up
with the Territorial Army at the
start of the war. After serving in
Africa with the Eighth Army in
1942, he joined 4th Battalion.
The Royal East Kent Regiment, on
the Greek island of Leros.

Joh creation
helps museum

An Army museum’s precious files and uniforms are to get a
facelift, thanks to the Manpower Services Commission’s job

creation programme.

As a result of the scheme, people can call in to The Green
Howards museum at Richmond, North Yorkshire, and get
almost instant information on the regiment’s history and

members.

And as visitors pass through the museum, they cannot fail to be impressed

by the appearance of what is claimed
to be the most comprehensive collec-
tion of historical uniforms in any
regimental museum — again cared
for through job creation which
authorised two of the scheme’s most
unusual projects.

The improvements are the work
of two women, an archivist and a
textile conservator, who are tem-
porarily employed. at the museum.
They have their jobs because Col-
onel John Forbes, regimental sec-
retary and curator of the museum,
unable to get an increase in the
museum’s staff establishment,
turned to the job creation pro-
gramme as a way of getting work
done which would otherwise have
been neglected.

“We needed specialist help to
care for the uniforms and to put the
regimental archives in order and
there was no way of getting this help
in the present economic situation, so
I appealed to the job creation action
committee and they agreed to the
scheme for two people to work here
for a year,”” explained Colonel
Forbes.

Now, Ruth Ogden, an Army wife
whose husband is stationed at
nearby Catterick, is bringing order
for the first time to the archives. A
full index by names and a card index

relatives and if medals are genuine.
Now we can give them an
immediate answer,” said Ruth.

Having finished a course at the
Textile Conservation Centre at
Hampton Court, Bridget- Harper
was looking for a first job in a field
which she found had contracted
through the economic situation.
Then came the enquiry from Col-
onel Forbes for an experienced con-
servator to work in the museum.
Now she has sole charge of the care
of more than 80 uniforms dating
from 1780 to the present day which
are on display and another 30 which
are held in reserve.

“I'm inspécting them all and list-
ing the necessary work to be carried
out on each,” she said. “I have
surface-cleaned most of those on
display — vacuuming them through
a gauze to protect the cloth — and I
intend to do what I can to improve
and preserve the rest during my
time here, but there will still be a
great deal to be done.”

PHOTOGRAPHERS
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A hero is honoured

An act of supreme gallantry which cost the life of a British
soldier and earned him the highest peacetime accolade of the
award of the George Cross was remembered in a simple
ceremony at Hong Kong’s Colonial Cemetery.

Back in 1946, Driver Joseph ..

Hughes (20) of the Royal Army )
Service Corps, was driving a lorry
loaded with explosives into the
ammunition magazine at Lyemun
when the vehicle started to smoul-
der and then caught fire.

The George Cross citation goes
on: ‘Knowing full well that his veh-
icle was likely to blow up at any
moment, Driver Hughes — instead
of running for safety — did every-
thing in his power to put out the
fire.’

Despite several small explosions
he first tried to remove the
camouflage net covering the load
and then unsuccessfully tried to put
out the blaze with a fire extin-
guisher. Minutes later the lorry blew
up, fatally injuring him.

But his actions had delayed the
disaster and allowed troops in the
area to get clear. As a result, casual-
ties were negligible — with the
exception of Driver Hughes himself.

Short memorial services at Driver
Hughes’ graveside have been reg-
ularly held over the years, first by
the RASC and latterly by its suc-
cessor, the Royal Corps of Trans-
port.

This year Warrant Officers To
Tung Sau and Frank Slatter visited
the grave to mark the continuing

- pride the RCT take in the gallant
deed of their dead comrade more
than 30 years ago.

of campaigns has been prepared so
that queries can be answered with-
out effort, where previously they
disrupted the work of the museum.

“We get a lot of people coming in
to ask about the war records of

£ P
60" x40" £760 -rr
30"%20" £2.25. 5
72"%53"

£1250

ENGLISH PEWTER
ONE PINT 06" x50
TANKARDS Py

Engraved Regimental or Corps design.
Minimum order 6. Discount on 20 or
over. £5.20 (U.K. plus B% VAT) Post
Paid.

SEND ANY NEG SLIDE
PHOTO, CUTTING OR
ARTWORK

OTHER SERVICES Cutouts, Mounting
Colour Based Papers |
Sepia Toning and Overnight Service |

"n-uT M‘l‘nmmm g
R & B INCON LTD e o
Southbourne Road, Sheffield 5102QN. a fL e

Tel: 0742 685911

BOTH HORSE Morcott Hall_ Boarding School for Girls
AND FOOT - o r‘. BT

Fine-line studies of 18th and
19th century military life by
Roald Knutsen in special
limited editions of prints.
These nine prints include lour drawings of the
Black Waltch between the time of Fontenoy
(1745) and the Crimean War, Others look at
#Marlborough's infantry, the American cavairy
and infantry around 1779 and 1781, an English
militia regiment — the Sussex Light Dragoons

in 1781, and the famous Skinner's Horse
(1st Bengal irregular Cavairy) in 1863.

Each edition strictly limited to 200
numbered prints, all available separately

at £3.24 (inc VAT) or BFPO £2.75. st s e
Please send s.a.e. for illustrated brochure sheets

RMK Studios 13 Keere Street, Lewes,
Sussex. England

Q' Level &
Escorted Parties
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Early bath didn’t dampen

It’s a Knockout for L/Cpl Tony Clarke as he takes a dive!

PRIORY COLLEGE, STAMFORD,
LINCS

(administered by Priory Educational Trust)

Independent co-educational school for boys and girls from 11 years
upwards. Day Pupils and boarders. Recognised by the Department of
Education and Science. The discipline is “kindly but firm.” Readily
accessible from London. Separately administered Preparatory
Department (4-11 years). A number of scholarships offering reduced
fees are available to children of members of Her Majesty’s Forces.
Prospectus obtainable from the Headmaster. Tel,: Stamford (0780) 3140.

Lemgo Light Infantry

To say farewell to the German town of Lemgo, where it has

been stationed for four years, 2nd Battalion,

The Light

Infantry, laid on a giant open day to involve both German and

British communities.

Lemgo has been a Light Infantry
town for eight years — the 1st Bat-
talion was based there for the previ-
ous four years. Now the 2nd Battal-
ion is on the move to Northern
Ireland.

' More than 6000 people turned up

for seven hours of non-stop arena
excitement as well as more than 50
stalls and sideshows. A rugby match
between the battalion and Hamburg
Police was commentated on by Mr
Eddie Waring, the ‘early bath’
commentator.

Displays were by the Light Infan-
try’s own freefall team, The Flying
Bugles, The Blues and Royals tent-
pegging team, Gazelle helicopters of
654 Squadron, Army Air Corps,
and martial arts from 4th Division
Army Physical Training Corps staff.

Visiting teams were from Ger-
many’s 212 Panzergrenadierbatail-
lon, Holland’s 3 Guided Weapons
Group and the United States 51
Signals Battalion. The only snag —
persistent rain ensured ‘an early
bath’ for everydne.

MOFFATS SCHOOL BEWDLEY WORCESTERSHIRE
.LA.P.S. boys' preparatory school 7 to 13+

High standards of work and discipline. Advantages for service children:

small classes give individual care and family atmosphere

100% boarding means a settled life

varied activities cover spare time and weekends

short half-term break solves problems for parents overseas

complete service to parents, including advice on future schools.

All games, and riding on.200-acre Home Farm.

Telephone: Kinlet (029924) 230

. x o® ¥

Prospectus from the Headmasters

ST. GEORGE’S SCHOOL

Wymondham - Norfolk

Places for January, 1978
A new independent boarding and daE school, s
exams.
atmosphere. Courier service to and from school: facilities for caring for chi
holidays. Sensible, reasonably priced uniform, Very large reductions in fees for Services’
children.

Prospectus: Admissions Officer, 34 Heather Avenue, Scratby, Gt Yarmouth, Norfolk.

Boys, ages 8 to 16. G.C.E. and C.S.

cifically for the needs of Force's families.
raditional teaching and discirlin:. in good
dren through
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Probably no other subject
raises so much interest among
soldiers and their families than
money and matters related to
it. Now SOLDIER NEWS has

started a new column, which
over the months will bring vou

all possible information about
pay and allowances.

Mdney Matters

Following last month’s article on
soldiers’ pensions, here is the
follow-up in question and answer
form, on what the soldier’s fam-
ily would get if his death was due
to Army service. It also covers
awards to soldiers invalided out
of the Army.

Remember that whether you’re
thinking of signing on, are
already serving, or getting mar-
ried, you should know what your
pension rights are.

Soldiers’ pensions

What if I am killed while in the
Army?

The Army provides an adventur-
ous career but it can be dangerous.

If the Department of Health and
Social Security accepts that your
death is due to Army service, there
are no quibbles about your age or
years of service. Whether you are
single or married, your heirs or your
widow will be paid a lump sum
equivalent to about 97 per cent of a
year’s pay. Or, if it is bigger, they
will be paid the terminal grant you
would have received if, instead of
being killed, you had been invalided
out.

Your widow will also get a short-
term family pension for 91 days —
this is the same as your basic rate of
pay — plus an extra lump sum of
half the yearly pension you would
have got had you completed 37
years’ service.

After 91 days, a forces family
pension will be paid to your widow
and children. The rate of pension is
higher than normal because death is
due to Army service. The children’s
pension is payable for up to four
children at the same time.

What does this mean in actual cash?

Take the case of a married cor-
poral with a wife and four children
who dies due to Army service after
having served for nine years. His
rate of pay was class 1, band 1. His
widow would receive a lump sum of
£3712 and a special lump sum of
£928, both tax-free. She would also
get a short-term family pension,
paid.for 13 weeks, of about £72 a
week.

When the short-term family pen-
sion ended, she would then receive
around £56 a week as a forces fam-
ily pension. This would be made up
of nearly £28 a week for the widow
and about £7 a week for each of the
four children.

And, remember, these pensions
would be increased every year to
keep pace with the cost of living,
What happens if I am invalided out
of the Army?

If you have more than five years’

service since the age of 18, you may
get an invaliding pension. With less
than five years’ but more than two
years’ service after age 18, you may
get an invaliding gratuity.

What if my disability is due to my
Army service?

It 1s the job of the Department of
Health and Social Security to say if
your disability is attributable to or
aggravated by your Army service.
The department sees the documents
of everyone who is medically dis-
charged.

If your disability is attributable to
Army Service, then you get a disa-
bility award from DHSS. In addi-
tion, regardless of length of service
or age, you may get a further
attributable award from the Army.
Invaliding awards are made at the
discretion of the Defence Council
and may vary, depending on the
circumstances.

What if I am discharged normally
but become ill later because of my
Army service?

You can claim for a disability
award at any time after discharge if
you think your illness has been
caused by your service. You make
your claim to the Department of
Health and Social Security.
Anything else?

Yes! It is obviously not possible to
give all the ins-and-outs of the
detailed rules in a short article like
this, so do not take this as gospel for
your own individual circumstances,
If you want more details, ask your
unit paymaster.

The next article in this series will
deal with officers’ retired pay.

A district
on the move

South West District has
moved east. The Army head-
quarters which used to be in
Taunton, Somerset, has been
shifted to Bulford on Salis-
bury Plain where the General
Officer Commanding,
Major-General R Lyon,
ceremonially raised the
headquarters’ flag by way of
a ‘business as usual’ sign.

HIGH TREES SCHOOL,

HORSEHILLS, HORLEY, SURREY.

Independent boarding and day preparatory school for children aged 5-13
years.

Situated in beautiful Surrey countryside only 2 miles from Gatwick
airport.

Preparation for public school and other entrance examinations. The

school has a homely atmosphere and specialises in looking after children

from service families and remains open during Christmas and Easter

holidays. The school is co-educational to enable brothers and sisters to

3 be educated together.
Please apply to: The Headmaster, for prospectus.

YOUTOO
CANAFFORD
ATAX FREE
ALFA.

Alfasud. A range of 5 seater sporting saloons to entertain
the family as well as the driver. Economical, without
economising on acceleration, top speed or roadholding.

And only 4V2 hours scheduled servicing to pay for in first
18,000 miles. Every inch Alfa Romeo.

About as far from ordinary family saloons as you can
comfortably get.

The Alfasuds start at £2,440* with B.F.G. specification.
(NAAFI finance available. From 10% deposit with up to
48 monthly repayments.) #

ALFASUD from

* Drive away export price —absolutely nothing extra to pay.
(Pictured Alfasud 1300 Ti £2,611.)

r--—----------

Military Sales Division, Alfa Romeo (GB) Ltd.,
Edgware Road, London NW?2 6L.X. Tel: 01-450 8641.

Name

Rank

Address

Tel

I am interested in
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LAbm'e: The mayor stops for a hand:

4 @ % a

shake,

rMe'lton’s four —
footed freedom

Every dog has its day. And nearly-40 of them had
theirs én masse when they — and their masters
and mistresses — were granted the Freedom of
Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire.

All are members of the Royal Army Veterinary
Corps which made its home in the town in 1946.
To mark the close ties that have built up between
the corps and local inhabitants, the town council
decided to honour its military neighbours by
making them Freemen. .

There for the ceremonial parade were some of
the corps’ alsatian dogs and their male handlers
plus labradors with their girl handlers and a
troop of male and female corps members on
horseback.

As the orders rang out on the parade field they
were punctuated by a few mutinous barks of
protest from the immaculately groomed dogs
intent on undoing all their handler’s hard work
by rolling ecstatically on the turf.

But the sense of occasion soon impressed itself
on the animals and they responded in true mili-
tary fashion to choruses of ‘sit’ or ‘lie down’
from their bands of handlers, translating the
human orders of ‘at ease’ and ‘stand easy’ for
their charges to understand.

The parade was duly inspected by the Mayor
of Melton, Councillor D Smart, who stopped to
shake paws with a dog on the way. Next to the
dogs he admired the gleaming mounts — who

Y —

had hbrse-sense to forgive him for being aw
wholesale meat trader by profession.

y and its animals have been associated
with Melton since 1911. It was then that the
Army ount Services bought a stud farm. A
veterinary officer of the then Army Veterinary
Corps (jt became ‘Royal’ in 1918) was always a
member of the staff.

In I the present headquarters camp was
built and was used by airborne troops before
their departure for Arnhem during World War
Two.

Meanwhile the RAVC had developed its head-
quarters at Woolwich but in 1942 this was
severely damaged by bombing and the depot
evacuated to Doncaster racecourse as a tempor-
ary home. At the same time the RAVC assumed
responsibility for Army remount services and so
became associated with Melton.

Then in 1946 the corps’ depot moved from
Doncaster to its present home in Welby Lane,
Melton Mowbray.

The mayor presented the Freedom scroll to the
corps’ Colonel Commandant, Major-General
Peter Lang, and finally the corps members,
animalind human, marched off through the
town xercise their newly won right to do so
‘with Erds drawn, bayonets fixed, drums beat-

ing, banjis playing, Colours flying’ . . . dogs bark-
ing and'Giorses trotting.

GENUINE
SURPLUS

@® COMBAT CLOTHING
® PARA SMOCKS

@® FLYING SUITS

@ SLEEPING BAGS

® ‘58 WEBBING
® O0.G. TROUSERS

Present ...

Quick on the draw is Corporal
Elizabeth Elder before parading in
Guildhall Yard, City of London.
She was among members of the
WRAC inspected by the Lord Mayor
of London, Sir Robin Gillett, at the
Vintry and Downgate Wards Club
centenary.

SUPER 8 HOME MOVIES

W

It’s not so easy
after all

What’s so difficult about an assault course anyway? How
many Soldiers have heard that from their wives? But one
group of women certainly know now just how difficult it is —
they have been over the assault course.

A grand total of 15 members of the wives’ club of the Army Apprentices
College, Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, Arborfield, had a bash
at the Guards assault course at Pirbright and many of them were surprised
that they actually managed to get round the full course, let alone worry
about times. The group included Mrs Margaret Keast, wife of the college’s
Commandant, Colonel Barrie Keast.

The idea, suggested by Mrs Elaine Jewell, took root and was given to
Captain Ken Robinson to organise. The girls found sponsors for every
obstacle defeated and in that way turned the muddy day out into a
fund-raising scheme, and eventually managed to make more than £150
towards a kidney machine.

Kidney fund gets head start

Here are five lads with a
head start on a mammoth
fund-raising venture for the
National Kidney Research
Fund. The quintet — from
left to right, Corporals Jack
Lonergan, Dennis Tones,
Peter Knocks, Sergeant
Roger Gill and Corporal
Phil Ritchie — all from the
Royal Army Ordnance
Corps’ Employment Train-
ing School at Deepcut, set
out to run 100 miles a day
for a week in relays to raise
cash through sponsorship.
So far the money has top-
ped the £300 mark.
Starting them off in
Frimley is Mrs Fiona
Dennison, wife of Brigadier
Dennison, commandant of
the RAOC at Deepcut.

Most of the wives completed 28
of the 32 obstacles on the course.
Mrs Miriam Thompson cracked an
ankle bone, and another wife, Mrs
Angela Pearson, took a ducking in
the water obstacle, known locally as
the Queen Mary. All told, the girls
took about an hour to get round the
course, with a break at the half-way
stage. Trained soldiers take about
15-20 minutes.

ANODISED
BADGES

All currently available British Army

Great Britain

Your move carried out speedily, and
professionally, by Britain's largest and
most expenienced removers. Storage
too at our Gitersloh (BAOR) branch,
and at our170 branches in the UK.

Please send meD‘n'w ur free Home Moving
Guldc;E‘)uur free brochure on moving

cap badges in stock — list on request between Great Britain and Germany.
‘Almost anything in Name.
genuine govt. surplus’ SPECIALISTS IN GOOD
QUALITY GOVT. SURPLUS Addres
. Clothing — Badges — Sleeping Bags —
Call 'phone or write BADGES P 0 Es S Denims — Footwear — Webbing and
PR ) : Join our film club and own films like PSS Bhs GERMARTY ¢ ’ I‘A U AN D T' E oo 0 SLMES
bove. Huge Selection — all sub- Qur furniture removal vans go every week with part loads. We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fi i i i
SILVER M A an ;““ = i Hcunts. Send hat i PLAGLES an; C:R EAD ES in fine wires and silks, also attractive WALL i
c ! ; 3 . N GES, from £4.80 each, R tal TIES from £2.30 Teryl
(Department S) for _membership and catalogues. For details of our door toldoor-serwce fmd our confalnerlzed g kg oo e €3.aof:iripe§gg:;;:s. bl Ml d g ﬂ Henry Du Bora
28, Harford Street Sound, Silent, B & W, Colour. storage system please write with details of quantity to be orders (8%). - i
g v Access/Barclaycard welcome — just -20 Wellington St.,
London, E.1. q::“ vou':leve?um aumber. i moved or telephone Send S.A.E. for Services price list. Aldershot. o5 REMOVALS LTD.
Tel. 01-790 5257. AT D . Quidenham 246 (reverse charges). Telex 975147 D T P AR DN M. ot et n YO5 AN S .
Personal callers Mon.-Fri. MAILMASTER FILMS i 5 .M. Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept. Postto: Head Office, 400 Gt. CAmbridge Rd.,
; (Dept. ), WILFRED FOULGER LTD. QUIDENHAM, NORWICH S) 124, VALLEY DRIVE, BRIGHTON BN5 5FF, SUSSEX. Callers Enfield, Middx. EN1 3RZ.
Nearest Tube — Mile End. 69, Long Lane, London EC1A 9EJ (a.m. only): 15 Albert Rd., Brighton 1 Phone 27180 SAE WITH ENQUIRIES PLEASE OR Tel: Giitersloh (05241) 20763
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Disabled beat the Channel

Three disabled ex-soldiers
who each lost a leg on active
service made a daring cross-
ing of the Channel in canoes
in aid of the Queen’s Silver
Jubilee Appeal. It was the
first crossing of its type by
the limbless.

All members of the BLESMA
Venturers, an action group of the
British Limbless Ex-Servicemen’s
Association, the three canoeists
completed the crossing in seven
hours.

The three were Alec Beer (27),
Cliff Sadler (54) and Tony Maynard
(33). Mr Beer, who was with 9
Independent Parachute Squadron,
Royal Engineers, had his left leg
amputated below the knee in
November 1974 in Northern Ire-
land.

Mr Sadler had his right leg ampu-
tated above the knee in Normandy
in 1944 and Mr Maynard, an ex-
member of 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Green Jackets, lost a leg in
Borneo in 1963.

The three Venturers wanted to
demonstrate to themselves and
others who are handicapped, their
ability to overcome physical dis-
ablement. As they have only one leg
each it was difficult to balance and
steer the canoe — this being nor-
mally done with two feet.

A fourth member of the team,
Corporal Simon Cook, Royal
Marines, who is not limbless, joined
them for the adventure.

The canoes started from St Mar-

i you are home-hased, or coming
home on leave and wish to hire a
car — let us hear from you. We
have a wide choice of saloons,
estates, mini-buses and vans. We
will meet you on arrival at the
Airport and you can leave it there
when you retumn.

Write now for details before your
leave begins and ensure a
care-free vacation.

121 % Discount for NAAFI
customers

Unlimited Mileage

28-38 Upper High St, Epsom,
Surrey. Tel: Epsom 25611
Telex: 929908

The Arrival Lounge,
RAF Brize Norton,
Oxon. Tel: Carterton 325

The going starts to get tough. Tony
Maynard (front) and Simon Cook
ride the swell soon after leaving the
shore.

garet’s Bay, Dover, in a Force Four
wind and with a heavy following sea
— very unstable and difficult condi-
tions for canoeing. A mile out, the
steering broke in Alec and Cliff’s
boat. As the other canoe came
alongside to help, Alec Beer lifted
himself out of the canoe, levered his
one leg over the other canoe and

manoeuvred himself face down
under the prow of the boat to repair
the steering.

The steering broke three more
times, the last about five miles from
the French coast, and it was decided
to steer with paddles — tricky and
exhausting for men who were
already tired.

In France the crews were met by
the French press and television as
well as large crowds. Later they
were given a civic reception in
Calais Town Hall.

Gurkha Buch! |

Welsh Gurkhas, look you! Thef.f are actually members of the

A,

Cambrian Gurkha Jazz Band from Pontypridd on a three-day
visit to Hohne in West Germany. The word ‘Gurkha’ in their
title is explained by the fact that the boyos — aged from eight
to 16 — adopted the uniform of 10th Princess Mary’s Own
Gurkha Rifles on their formation.

EMBROIDERED BLAZER BADGES

in Wire or Silk, any design

WOVEN MOTIF CLUB TIES

a speciality

Handpainted

WALL PLAQUES

Prices from £4.85

Packing and postage to U.K. address 25p extra

SEND S.A.E. FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

GREENBURGH (Gosport) Ltd.

Tel. 81804
47, HIGH STREET, GOSPORT, HANTS.
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John drinks in
Army life

Mr John Hings, an executive with H
P Bulmer Ltd, the cider firm, is
currently learning all about Army
life on a special short-service com-
mission. He is spending four months
at HQ 6th Field Force in Aldershot
with the rank of major.

At the end of his Army stint Mr
Hings will make a report to the
Commander-in-Chief, United
Kingdom Land Forces, giving his
impressions as a businessman of
Army leadership, management and
administration.

Meanwhile Major ‘Birdie’ Mar-
tin, from HQ 6th Field Force, is
spending four months with Bulmers
at Hereford where he will make a
special study of communications at
all levels within the firm. Later the
exchange scheme will be assessed to
see if it has wider applications.

Defence
contract

Britain has signed a major defence
contract with Saudi Arabia.” Under
the contract, signed in Saudi Arabia
by Mr Fred Mulley, Secretary of
State for Defence, Britain, through
the British Aircraft Corporation,
will provide technical assistance for
the Royal Saudi Air Force in the
fields of maintenance and training.
The contract runs from next year
until 1982.

Four figure
target

Four soldiers have made a 400-mile
run to raise £2000 for a crippled
comrade.

The four, from 3rd Battalion, The
Royal Green Jackets, started off in
Folkestone where a four-ton lorry
overturned in March, seriously
injuring their fellow soldier, 19-
year-old Rifleman Kenneth Ander-
son.

The run ended at Ken's home
village in County Durham where it
is hoped that the sponsorship money
raised will go to provide special
fittings at his house. He is paralysed
from the neck downwards.

Theé runners kept up a non-stop
relay round the clock, taking turns
to sleep in a supporting Land-
Rover.
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And, for the first time for
years, troops from the New
Zealand Army have been vis-
iting Hong Kong on exercise.
A mortar platoon of 28 men from
1st Battalion, The Royal New Z¢
land Infantry Regiment, flew from
their base in Singapore to take
part in Hong Kong's annual
mortar concentration They
ited with mortar platoons

four Gurkha ani

eir battalion
part the New Zealand
Force, South East Asia
The mortar concentration exer-
cise was part. of a series of live
firing exercises with infantry sup-
port weapons recently held 1n
Hong Kong to the combat

readiness of infantry units.

Gurkha crash
commendation

Two Gurkha soldiers who rescued
seriously injured car crash victims
after an accident in Hong Kong have

Iorm

test

Britain and Germany as part of an
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been awarded the Commendation of
the  Commander British Forces,
Lieutenant-General Sir John
Archer.

The crash involved two civilian
cars and a number of Chinese trap-
ped in the wreckage seemed to be
badly hurt.

One of the cars had skidded off
the road, overturned and spewed
petrol out of its burst tank while the
engine was still running — an explo-
sion could have ripped through the
devastated scene at any moment.

Lance-Corporal Krishnahabadur
Gurung, of 2nd Battalion, 2nd King
Edward VII's Own Gurkha Rifles,
seeing that no help was being
offered, immediately took control of
the situation. He organised traffic
control as he personally saw to it
that the injured were taken to safety
where he gave first aid.

Rifleman Kerbahadur Gurung,
from the same battalion, meanwhile
had climbed into the overturned -
vehicle and switched off the engine.
He joined his colleague in evacuat-
ing the injured and giving first aid.

Fantastic

FUND RAISERS

Raise money for your club, charity or erganisation

INSTANT PAYOUT — NO WAITING
Write or phone for new FREE BROCHURES and
samples of our established range of over 20 different
types of tickets selling at 5p & 10p. Pontoon, Super
Pantoon, Green Shield Stamps Pontoon, Bandit,
Jackpots, 13 Football Results, Poker, Mini Bingo.
Beer, Lucky 7..Tenner Bingo. Winning Post and Six
Shot Bandit.

Gross profits from £25 to £81 per set.

Guarantee : All sets of tickets are guaranteed to
contain the appropriate quantity of winners

LAKELAND INVESTMENTS
THE DISTRIBUTORS & WHOLESALERS

DEPT SO 5-7 NEW YORK ROAD, LEEDS LS2 7PL
Tel: Leeds 34230 Answering Service when closed
Leeds (0532) 706821
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Volunteers’ royal turnout

Only a few months after tak-
ing part in Llanelli’s welcome
to the Queen during her
Silver Jubilee tour of Wales,
men of 4th (Volunteer) Bat-
talion of The Royal Regiment
of Wales were on parade
again for another royal visit
to the Welsh town.

The Prince of Wales, who is
Colonel-in-Chief of The Royal
Regiment of Wales, spent a busy
day with his regiment, presenting
new Colours to the 4th Battalion,
meeting its members and wives,
watching a rugby match and attend-
ing an old comrades’ reunion din-
ner.

At Llanelli's Parc Howard the
rain charitably ceased for the Col-
ours ceremony during which Prince
Charles inspected the 4th’ Batta-
lion’s two Colour guards, each of
100 men and drawn from the batta-
lion’s Llanelli-based headquarters
and A Company, B Company at
Neath and C Company at Bridgend.
On parade too were the battalion’s
goat mascot, Sospan II, the regi-
mental band and the regimental
bands of the 1st and 3rd battalions.

The new Colours were con-
secrated by the Chaplain-General,
Archdeacon Peter Mallett, assisted
by the Reverend E H Brown, chap-
lian to the 4th Battalion, the
Reverend P F White, Deputy Assis-
tant Chaplain-General Wales, and
Father H Beattie, senior Roman
Catholic chaplain to South Wales
District and Wales.

Addressing the parade, Prince
Charles said the battalion’s old Col-
ours were presented in 1960 by the
Queen who had asked him to con-
vey her best wishes. Lieutenant-
Colonel M Davies, commanding the
4th Battalion, replied.

After the march past, three cheers
for the Colonel-in-Chief and the
final royal salute, Prince Charles
chatted to representatives of
affiliated regiments — The Ontario
Regiment and the Royal New South
Wales Regiment — who were over

Please help, |
asks Gordon

An Army staff-sergeant who
lost: his entire collection of
Army badges in a theft from
an Army careers information
office has appealed to
SOLDIER readers for help
in starting a new collection.

Staff-Sergeant Gordon Tyson
works in the ACIO in St John's
Precinct, Workington, Cumberland.
To brighten up the office he
mounted his collection of 60 badges,
some going back as far as 1881, and
displayed them in the window.

“I left them on display one night
and the next morning they had all
gone,” he told SOLDIER. “The
thieves apparently got a piece of
wire through the letter box and
hooked the display down. They then
broke up the cardboard and took
the badges through the letter box
one at a time.

“I'm still very upset about it as it
was my whole collection. The value
was about £60 but there was even
more sentimental value as some of
the badges were given to me by my
father.”
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on holiday visits. Two officers from
the Canadian regiment and the
regimental sergeant-major and a
colour-sergeant from Australia
were on parade guarding the salut-
ing dais where also on duty were
members of the battalion’s
Women's Royal Army Corps pla-
toon.

The platoon, almost fully
recruited, has taken over such
duties, normally done by men, as
clerks, radio operators, drivers,
cooks and medical orderlies.

Above: The Colonel-in-Chief pre-
sents the new Regimental Colour
which bears 40 battle honours won
before 1914 by The South Wales
Borderers and The Welch Regiment
and ‘Korea 1951-52, one of the
few battle honours awarded to the
Army since World War Two.
Thirty-five battle honours won in the
two world wars are borne on the
Queen’s Colour, the pike of which
carries the Silver Wreath of Immor-
telles, a unique distinction com-
manded by Queen Victoria.

Brigade hows out

The end of 60 years of anti-aircraft or air defence forma-
tions at brigade strength was marked in Dortmund, Ger-
many, with the disbandment parade of 7th Artillery

Brigade.

Moving on to new roles with the
new air defence missile systems,
Rapier and Blowpipe, were the
brigade’s HQ and Signal Squadron
plus 12 Air Defence Regiment, 16
Air Defence Regiment, 36 Heavy
Air Defence Regiment and 6
Squadron, Royal Corps of Trans-

It.

Farewell music was provided by
the Royal Artillery Mounted Band,
the band of 1st Battalion, The
Queen’s Regiment, and the pipes
and drums of 103 Light Air
Defence Regiment (The Lanca-
shire Artillery Volunteers).

The brigade was formed in 1955

as 7 Anti-Aircraft Group, Royal
Artillery, after the disbandment of
the old Anti-Aircraft Command. It
was a totally heavy formation
comprising three regiments of 3-7-
inch guns, an AA fire command
battery and 7 AGRA Signal
Squadron.

It moved to Cyprus during the
Suez crisis in 1956 and returned to
the United Kingdom early the fol-
lowing year. In 1961, 7 AGRA
was redesignated T7th Artillery
Brigade and moved to Rhine
Army. It was based at first in
Giitersloh before moving to Dort-
mund in 1967.

Richard’s
courage saves
the day

The calm courage of an
eleven-year-old Cub Scout
who went to the aid of a
young girl whose arm was
impaled on a metal gate was
rewarded at a special cere-
mony at Rhine Army’s head-
quarters in Germany.

Richard Bell was presented with
Scouting’s Medal of Meritorious
Conduct by General Sir Frank King,
who is Commissioner for British
Scouts in Western Europe as well as

being Commander-in-Chief of
Rhine Army and Northern Army
Group.

After the presentation, Richard
said that with knowledge gained
during his Cub Scout training he
had been able to give first aid to the
injured girl before taking her to
Cub Scout leader Mrs Joan Whale,
who lived nearby.

Richard’s proud parents, Staff-
Sergeant and Mrs John Bell, were
on hand at the ceremony. Staff Bell
serves with 21 Signal Regiment at
RAF Wildenrath where Richard is a
member of the 1st Wildenrath Scout
Group.

Good service
Scouters

It was a proud day for three
Service Scouters when they
received awards for good
service to the Scout Associa-
tion at a meeting of district
commissioners in Osna-
briick, West Germany.

The Deputy Commissioner of
British Scouts in Western Europe,
Brigadier Peter Dietz, made the
presentation of the Medal of Merit
to Captain Mike Gaffney, his wife
Gwenda and Flight-Lieutenant
Colin de Fleury. :

The Medal of Merit is awarde
to leaders who have given at least
ten years' outstanding service in
the Scout movement.

Mike Gaffney is the District
Commissioner for Central
Westphalia and Gwenda is Assis-
tant DC for Cub Scouts.

Colin de Fleury is DC for
Teutoburg, which covers Bielefeld
and Gitersloh. He is also a leader
trainer. He has been a leader for
more than 15 years and also
received the Scouts’ Long Service
Award.




French memorial moved

A memorial to 16,000 men of the British Army’s 1st Divi-
sion who died in World War One has been re-dedicated in
the villa§e of La Groise in northern France.

The dedication service was car-
ried out by the present chaplain to
1st Division, the Reverend Bill
Martin, and La Groise's parish
priest, Abbé Mauville.

Speaking in French at the cere-
mony (right), the division’s General
Officer Commanding, Major-
General David Alexander Sinclair,
recalled that 60 years had passed
since World War One but he felt it
right that we should continue to
honour those who gave their lives
n it,

In reply, the Mayor of La
Groise, Monsieur Denise, said his
village was honoured that the
British had returned and it made
them feel that the sacrifice made
by their countrymen had not been
in vain.

The memorial had been moved
to a new site and the work of
renovating it had been carried out
by a small party of specialists from
32 Regiment, Royal Engineers. It

was the last task the regiment
undertook before its disbandment
in September.

During their three-week stay in
the village, the sappers made many
friends and when they returned for
the ceremony several took their
families and stayed with local
people.

The Union Flag flew from every
building in the village as a guard of
honour from 93 (Le Cateau) Bat-
tery of 25 Field Regiment, Royal
Artillery, formed up at the memor-
ial. Buglers from 1st Battalion, The
Cheshire Regiment, were also
there, with a French guard of hon-
our from 21 Companie Militaire
du Terretoire.

The new memorial site is now
slightly nearer the crossroads
where 1st Division was attacked at
noon on 26 August 1914 and
where it was compelled to fall back
four years later in November 1918.

Freemen march
in Geruy&‘
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The self-propelled Lance missile system — one of Nato’s
major defence weapons — was driven through the German
town of Menden by men of 50 Missile Regiment, Royal
Artillery, exercising their privilege to parade through the

streets as Freemen for the first time.

Sixty vehicles, some carrying
Lance, drove slowly through the
crowded town centre to demon-
strate the fighting role of the regi-
ment which has been based in local
barracks for some 20 years.

Earlier, in a more formal setting
outside the town’s Rathaus, the
Burgermeister, Herr Otto Weing-
arten, had presented the regiment
with its Freedom Scroll. In return
the regiment is to give the town a
stained glass window for its new
Rathaus and the commanding
officer, Lieutenant-Colonel
Tommy Tucker, presented Herr
Weingarten with a framed copy of
the design.

The Freedom scroll was trooped
(above) around a foot parade of 140
members of the regiment before the
contingent marched off to exercise
+he new right to parade ceremo-
nially through the streets of Men-
den, suitably adorned for the occa-

sion by the citizens with flags and
bunting.

Major-General Frank Kitson
received the Freedom of the German
town of Libbecke on behalf of 2nd
Armoured Division which he com-
mands.

The ceremony — which also
heralded the start of a British Week
to mark the Queen’s Jubilee Year —
took place in Liibbecke’s market
place as a 100-strong guard repre-
senting all the umits in the town
paraded.

As Liibbecke is a headquarters
town with personnel from almost
every regiment and corps in the
Army, more than 35 different cap
badges, including those of the
Women’s Services, could be seen.

Despite grey skies, the citizens
turned out in force to welcome the
new Freemen to their town,

Hallo, hallo, ha "0

",,'

An Army family — including nine-
month-old triplets — has been re-
united with friends and relatives in
Bradford thanks to a win in a com-
petition organised by the British
Forces Broadcasting Service in
Germany.

Corporal Trevor Lund, serving
with 16 Signal Regiment in Krefeld,
won a free ferry crossing from the
Townsend-Thoresen company after
correctly answering a question on
the ferry operators.

W

Trevor and his wife Sue decided
take the opportunity to let everyone
back home see the latest additions to
the family — triplets Jill, Katie and
Alex, not to mention older brother
Jim, aged two.

So after a Zeebrugge to Felixstowe
trip on Townsend’s Viking Voyager,
the Lunds had a holiday in Bradford
with other members of their family.

Picture shows Viking skipper
Derrick Entwhistle getting to know
the triplets.

- o§ ¢t o I,
First aid ‘vita
A sound knowledge of casualty first-aid techniques, particularly

among
Service people, was of the utmost importance, Brigadier J C Moore,
Commander Rhine Area, told competitors in the area’s annual first-aid

competition,

Teams from major and minor units, the Army Fire Brigade and Mobile

Civilian Groups took part in the event.

Major unit winners were 28 Signal Regiment A team with 16 Signal
Regiment second. Minor unit victors were B team of 40 Army Support
Regiment, Royal Engineers, with 23 Transport and Movement Regiment,

Royal Corps of Transport, runners-u;

AFB Emblem beat AFB Willich into second place in the fire brigade class
and MCLG Moenchengladbach were winners for the second year running in
the civilian class with their counterparts from Bracht in second place.
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Brigadier’s beaming bull’s-eye
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Warrant Officer Haripasad Newar was commissioned in the field by the
Commander British Forces Cyprus, Air Vice-Marshal R D Austen-Smith,
while his battalion, 6th Queen Elizabeth’s Own Gurkha Rifles, was on
exercise in Cyprus. Haripasad Newar has been a Gurkha soldier for 18 years
and was employed as a clerk until 1975 when he became regimental
quartermaster-sergeant. After a course at Deepcut he will become a quarter-
master,

The smile with the hat on in
the middle of all the Chinese
smiles belongs to Brigadier
John Chapple, Commander
of Hong Kong’s Gurkha
Field Force. He had just
opened a new basketball
court, and was watching
some of his Gurkha troops
play the first game. :

The court, at Kwai Chung on the
shores of Hong Kong harbour, is for
use by many schools in the area, one
of the fastest developing parts of
Hong Kong. It was built by secon-
dary school students and soldiers
from 10th Princess Mary’s Own
Gurkha Rifles, using materials
donated by the Army and with
expert advice from the Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers.

It was back to the crossbow for soldiers in Hong Kong as
they took part in a biennial shooting match, which was
started seven years ago, against the Swiss Army.

Some 8000 miles and seven hours’ time difference separated the con-
testants but the scores were relayed back and forth by telex link between the
cool alpine valleys of Switzerland and the torrid heat of Hong Kong.

The whole thing started back in 1970 when a group of Swiss businessmen
stopped in Hong Kong on their way to Expo '70 in Japan. Being also
part-time soldiers in the Swiss Signal Corps, they were entertained by the
Royal Signals and Gurkha Signals and in appreciation presented a Swiss
crossbow. From this the idea of the

Includes 2 Decanters & 24 Glasses
(wine labels extra)

£29.95

THE SET
Plus £2.75 carriage,
special packaging
& insurance for
U.K. mainland &
BFPO
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.
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SAVE
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crossbow and pistol shooting con-
tests arose and they came to be
known as Operation Mercury.

This year'’s competition — the
fourth in the series — had the
Swiss team rising early to start
shooting at Kloten, Switzerland, at
0900. But things were more leis-
urely in Hong Kong where it was
1600 local time when Brigadier

Special Offer
Captain’s Decanter Set
26 pieces in Lead Crystal

: .95
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gesc'g:rtf; glmjgs"ﬂ" £13:20 | beat him in the VIP shoot-out which
6 Wine glasses £5.75 opened the proceedings.

6 Gin & Tonic glasses £5.97 In fact, the Swiss — from the
6 Large Whisky glasses home of William Tell — proved

better with the crossbow than the
British and took the team prize for
firing it.

The pistol shooting was more
evenly matched with the British
officers’ team losing by just one
point to their Swiss counterparts.
The NCOs shot a draw.

Results were flashed between the
two locations seconds after they
were known over a direct teleprinter
link provided by Cable and Wireless
Ltd.
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| 25 miles
-Undaunted by the adverse condi-

Sport
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All-time best
An Army marathon runner showed
a clean pair of heels to 400 rivals as
he crossed the line to win the fourth
Sports Club Charlottenburg interna-
tional race in Berlin.

Lance-Corporal Norman Wilson
covered the flat, fast course of 26
miles and 285 yards in'two hours, 16
minutes and 20 seconds — a new
best time for an Army runner and
one which placed him fifth in the
United Kingdom marathon ratings.

Wilson was one of three Army
runners in the race. Corporal
Nicholson came S5th and Staff-
Sergeant Fred Howell — the ultra
long-distance runner — did not

| 'Anglers
have a
field day

Nearly 350 contestants from
all over Rhine Army con-
verged on Verden for the
Army’s top angling awards in
Germany.

Twenty-four hours of continuous
rain and blustery wind preceded
the start of the annual competition,
held this year on the River Weser,
south of Bremen.

tions, the contestants lined both
banks for the five-hour match.
It was estimated that the indi-

| vidual catches of the top 30 ang-

lers would have won nearly every
major match held in Britain this
year, Nearly one-and-a-half tons of
fish were caught.

As the figures imply, there were

' very few dry nets, bream, roach

and chub being the main catch.
By far the biggest catch of the day
was made by Doug Hoyle of 4
Field Workshop, Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, who
after netting 42 fish weighing in at
a staggering 951b latér admittéd to
having “lost a few.”

Top honours in the team award
went to 1st The Queen’s Dragoon
Guards, who produced a bag of
13041b of fish, with Miinster Garri-
son A team runners-up.

take ,Cubrun

Marines

£ e

The Royal Marines walked
off with the top trophy in this
year’s Cambrian March
which tested Service teams in
some of the most remote

countryside of Wales.

Plymouth-based 42 Commando
provided the victorious team which
had to cover some 65 miles in the
four days allowed, testing military
skills as well as stamina and physical
fitness along the way.

In the two-day event run con-
currently, Army reservists of 157
Regiment, Royal Corps of Trans-
port, from Cardiff, carried off the
trophy for the second year running.

Pictured are Marines advancing
cautiously on the fieldcraft test.

Fleet doldrums

Slow progress was made by the joint-Services entry in the Round-the-World
vacht race as Adventure struggled through the windless Doldrums. But all the
fleet suffered the same fate, leaving her still in touch with the leaders. She
crossed the Equator sometime in the night of 20/21 September and soon
picked up the south-east trade winds to speed her on her way to Cape Town.
More noon positions to plot on the SOLDIER progress chart are: 14
September, 11.45N, 22.40W; 20 September 01.27N 13.02W.

Several thousand miles away from
their home pitch in the Californian
sun, a team of American rughy
players took on Aldershot Services
XV... and won!

In an exciting and fast moving
game the Yanks proved they had
mastered all the tricks of the trade
and emerged with a convincing 20-12
score-line. The visitors were all from
the United States Navy base in San

Well, gee,

beaten at
ouUr own game

For Britons in the Belgian-based
Shape, the rugby season got off to
an international start at their annual
seven-a-side contest.

Teams from all over Belgium and
two from Germany took part in the
event and throughout a whole day of
competition spectators saw some
excellent rugby.

The winners of the main com=
Eetition were Brussels British who

eat the Brussels University Associ-
ation Sportif in a very close final.

TAX FREE OR TAX PAID
you can be ‘sure of the
keenest prices from .us
and we part exchange
write to Doreen Winter [l
for further information. ‘

name

address

home[] expo.rlD used] v/ §

Walton Lodge Garage Ltd., .
Bridge Street, Walton-on-Thames.
Surrey. Tel: 42881 ;
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Marksmen sweep the board

The Army swept the board at
the inter-Services smallbore
rifle championships with
wins in every event.

The individual long-range cham-
pionship was won by Warrant
Officer 1 M C E Gosling (RAOC)
with 791 out of 800. Second was
Colonel R H Gilbertson (late R
Sigs) with 788 and third Captain A
V Glasby (also RAOC) with 787.

The Regular Army won the
prone, standing and kneeling match,
which carried a highest possible
score of 3600, with a total of 3240.
The Royal Naval Reserve came sec-
ond with 2809,

The Army again won the long-
range match with 6259 out of 6400
with the Royal Navy just 100 points
behind in second place. The 50-
metre shoot with a possible 4800
was also won by the Army (4705)
with the Navy second (4653).

The inter-Services championship
for the Gilbert Trophy (HPS 11200)
was again won by the Army
(10964), followed by the Navy
(10812), RAF (10759), TAVR
(10745) and RNR (10712). Thus
the reserve forces championship
went to the TAVR.

Sixteen British cadets of a Com-
bined Cadet Force rifle team, The
Athelings, have returned from
Canada with a string of victories to
their name after the Dominion of
Canada rifle meeting.

Competing against Canadian
cadets, they retained the Michael
Faraday trophy with 1126 points to
1094, Top scorer was Paul Kent of

Epsom College. Thirteen of them
also qualified for the final of the
Governor-General’s Trophy, open
to adults as well as cadets.

Cadet John Hayward of Marl-
borough College won the Alexander
of Tunis competition, also open to
adults.

PROMOTE
YOUR UNIT, CLUB
TEAM, GROUP

WITH YOUR OWN
PERSONALLY DESIGNED
T-SHIRTS & ~op
SWEATERSHIRTS 3SF
(minimum order 20 per design) ;

YOUR OWN DESIGN, CLUB H Fi
RO BADGE ETC. PRINTED IN UP TO i
D YO 6 COLOURS WITH OUR DIRECT A
COLOURFAST PRINTING (NOT
TRANSFERS) FROM YOUR
SKETCH OR ORIGINAL
ARTWORK

Please send 9p stamp for
complete information brochure

New skipper
announced

Army midfield soccer star Micky Doig has been picked to skipper the
Army side this season to succeed Alf Coulton who retired last year after
some 12 years with the team.

The full side for this year is expected to be announced sometime this
month after a series of trials which included pre-season matches against
Uxbridge and an Amateur Football Alliance team.

Skipper Doig missed these games, having been released to play in a
team which toured Korea to play soccer in the sun.
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Brits in check

In what could become am annual
event, the Army Chess Association
has taken on the might of the
United States Army in Europe and
— this time at any rate — lost.

The Americans won four of the
six games played and it was left to a
young Apprentice Tradesman G
Crockart of REME, and the ACA
secretary, Major B E Bellew, to sal-
vage some respectability.

Miss Anne S\mnucks the former
British women’s chess champior
and ex-WRAC major, visited the
tournament. She had a special
interest since she organised the last
British Army versus American
Army contest which took place in
1962.

,'?/// 7
Above: WO2 L Crowe, Royal -/ .%.
Signals, ponders over a move. /- /

There is a £5 prize for the first
correct answer to this problem.
The game was played in London
90 years ago and White is to play
and mate in three moves.

The prize is donated by the
Army Chess Association. Send
your solution, by Monday 23
January, to Editor (CH3)
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Hants, GU11 2DU.

[
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~ Army aggression
is praised

Army parachutists are well on the way to reasserting their
domination of the British team — if a European Special
Forces competition is anything to go by.

The competition, organised by American Special Forces at Bad Toelz in
West Germany, was won by the host Golden Knights team who achieved a
weorld record of 32 consecutive dead-centre landings on the target disc from

‘Aggressive’ accuracy para-
chuting was praised when an
Army team of parascenders

scored a win in the 7th
annual national champ-
ionships.

Relative newcomers to this sport
that sends parachutes UP instead of
DOWN, the Army enthusiasts who
formed nine of the 25 teams taking
part were hampered by both their
mexperience and a ban imposed by
the Mlmstry of Defence on their use
of flat ‘ram-air’ canopies.

But this did not stop the three-
man team from 1st Battalion, The
Green Howards, who had come
from Berlin for the event, stepping
out of the skies on to the tiny target
disc to win the British Association
of Parescending Clubs’ trophy for
the best circular canopy perfor-
mance and the Army Ascending
Parachute Association Challenge
Trophy for the first Army team (5th
overall).

Runners-up in both cases were
the Flying Bayonets A Team from
the School of Infantry.

Commenling on the Green How-
ards’ performance, chief judge
Wing-Commander Bill Paul con-
gratulated them on their “‘aggressive
driving-in at the target” and added
that once their determination is
matched b%/ their experience (this
was their first championship) they
will be a force to be reckoned with.

Picture shows Apprentice
Sergeant Andrew Allen, Royal Army
Ordnance Corps Apprentices’ Col-

lege, after a non-too-perfect
parachute landing fall . . . but all in
one piece!

their four-man team.

The 23 teams were from all over
Europe, as well as from the United
Arab Emirates, and the first British
team was placed fifth. In fact all
three British teams were in the first
nine places and, if the teams had
been re-arranged, with all the best
scores in one team, Britain would
have taken second place.

Major Ewan Hewston, of the
Army Parachuting Association, ex-
plained that two training cadres had
been formed to try and regain the
Army’s monopoly, which has
slipped badly in the last seven years,
of the national parachuting team.

The classic cadre will concentrate
on accuracy and style and the rela-
tive work cadre on the skills of
manoeuvrability in freefall.

Members of both cadres — 24 in
all — are drawn from throughout
the Army and a training programme
has been worked up to climax with
the world championships next year
and in 1979.

“With the present climate of cuts
in spending and manning,” said
Major Hewston, “success of cadres
will depend almost entirely on the
goodwill of unit commanders in
releasing members for training.”

Dress Uniforins (g

to give distinguished service.

Uniformal are the tailors for dress
uniforms.The finest materials are cut by
craftsmen,then hand finished to ensure
that your dress uniform gives long,
distinguished service and value for money.
For example,the 1939 pattern for the
R.S.,,R.C.T.,R.A.0.C.,
R.EM.E,R.AP.C.,is

(This price excludes badges,

buttons, miniature medals

which can be provided by yourself or by Uniformal,
at a reasonable cost)

Other styles, including the 1902
pattern are similarly priced. May we
quote you?

For full details just fill in the coupon
or phone for your representative to call.

UNIF!RMAL

101 Commercial Street,
Rothwell, Yorkshire. >
Tel.0532 826102.
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HOW SAYE CAN
HELP PRESERVE
YOUR STANDARD
OF LIVING.

Save As You Earn Third Issue is the one way of
saving regularly which guarantees that the money you
put away now will buy as muchin five or seven years
as it does today.

Because the return you receive on your savings is
linked directly to the Retail Price Index.

How RPI Works

Every month the Government collects average
prices for such things as food, clothing, rents, transport,
heating, tobacco etc.and compares these with the
prices of the previous month. :

If these prices rise, the RPI will rise. [f they fall,
so does the RPI.

Regular Savings

With SAYE you make 60 monthly contributions
of any fixed sum youlike, in round pounds from
£4t0 £20. '

Having made 60 contributions to your contract,
you may withdraw your savings revalued in line with
the RPI on the Sth anniversary. Or leave them for a
further 2 years. No further contributions are made
during this period.

The value of your contract will then remain the
same until the 7th anniversary when your contributions
will be revalued in line with the RPI over the full 7 years
and you will also get a bonus equal to 2 months’
contributions.

All repayments will be free of UK Income Tax and
Capital Gains Tax.

Early Withdrawals

Should you wish to withdraw your money before
completion of the five year term, it will be arranged as
quickly as possible and provided your contractisat
least one year old, you will receive tax-free interest of
6% p:a. : g

You can join this scheme by deduction from your
service pay. You can also make contributions by
bankers order, by cash at a Post Office or FPO or by
Giro standing order. Ask at your Pay Office, or write to:
The Secretary, HM Forces Savings Committee, Block B,
Government Buildings, London Road, Stanmore,
Middlesex HA7 4PX.

It’s the painless way of putting away alittle cash
each month and preserving its value.

SAVE AS YOU EARN

Your return is linked to the cost of living

Issued by the Department for National Savings
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Shaky start
fo season need

A 5-1 hammering at the hands of Carshalton Athletic got the
Army soccer team off to a shaky start for a season in which
they have high hopes of retaining the inter-Service title and

not uunt _Army

making another bid for the international Kentish Cup.

. But it has to be admitted that
team manager Major John Smith
and coach Quartermaster-Sergeant
Instructor Eddie Green have a
tough task facing them in picking a
winning combination from a squad
which contains many new faces.

Trusty forward Corporal Micky
Doig is back as this season’s skipper,
replacing QMSI Alf Coulton who
retired last season after 12 years in
the side. Back too is Corporal Dave
Blanche who reaches peaks of bril-
liance on the field when he is on
form.

Veteran Corporal Aly Mac-
Donald is once more in the squad
with the lofty Lance Corporal Eddie

Pressey and Lance Corporal Lan -

Trussler.

The big question is, how will these
men fill the gaping hole left by Cor-
poral Alan Goucher, the catalyst
who set fire to many an Army game
in his dozen years in the side but
who joined team-mate Alf Coulton
in retirement last season?

One thing is certain. A lot of
thought and planning is going into
the forthcoming training sessions.
Already the squad members have
been scientifically tested on the

&,

Army School of Physical Training’s
heart/lung potential machines.
Many national teams and individu-
als are using the same facility in
Aldershot to gauge their own fitness
and the results from the soccer
players will be a useful guide for
Smith and Green in the weeks to
come.

But on the showing against Car-
shalton — an admittedly strong side
— there is a long way to go. The
Army played well for the first 20
minutes or so and scored in the
25th. A well-aimed free kick from
Doig was nodded in by Pressey. But
Carshalton came back in minutes to
equalise.

The fact that Carlshalton could so
easily demolish the Army defence
was ominous and the visitors
pressed home their advantage in the
second half to tot up five goals. One
of these was an own goal and
another a penalty for hands inside
the six-yard box.

The Army side learned a lot from
its mistakes and hopes to put
together a winning team to face the
French and Belgians in the Kentish
Cup later in the season.

Top: Helpless Blanche and floored Smith watch Carshalton’s equaliser.
Below: The team gets in trim with VO2 tests at the ASPT in Al .

Idershot
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Northern Ireland Prison Service
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Immediately on joining you can be earning over £4000 a year. As an
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class Prison Officer. So if you are in good health,
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Sixty years ago a generation of
- youth fought and died round a
Beiglan market town. On the 60th
anniversary of Passchendaele and
the 50th of the Menin Gate only the
cemeteries and memorials remain
to mark the battlefield but . . .

YPRES STILL

REMEMBERS

'ﬂMEHASINBXUMBLYmmmdthc‘
ranks of those grey-haired veterans who
could say of the Third Battle of Ypres, “I
~ was there.” It is now 60 years since that

battle cut down more than 310,000 men
from Britain and the Commonwealth but a

rebuilt Ypres stilt remembers their sacrifice

_ a8 keenly now as in those dark days of war.
Ypres was virtually flattened in the fierce
fighting which raged over the ridge a few
kilometres to its south and east. [ts towns-
people took the same risks as the soldiers |
but without the satisfaction of being able to

fight back. During that summer of 1917,

when the fighting around the town reached |

its climax, they could only sit and watch as
their homes came crashing down round their
ears.

Thousands of Commonwealth troops
passed through Ypreson their way to the front
— Canadians, Australians, Indians, South
Africans and others from smaller countries
which have long since gone their separate
ways. Many of these fresh-faced young men
marched through Ypres never to return,
falling in battle or to one of the many
diseases which flourished on that soaking
battlefield.

What is now rich and green rolling farm-
land once resembled the moon’s landscape.
Not one single blade of grass or leaf
remained. Shellholes took the place of
trenches and men lived and slept round their
edges. The holes filled with water as the
battlefield flooded but they fought on,
despite trench foot, dysentery and always
the thick, cloying, spirit-sapping mud.

Now, 60 years later, the memory of that
hell on earth has dimmed, but not in the
town which gave so much to those who gave
all. Every evening the Ypres traffic is stop-
ped at the imposing Menin Gate, the Com-
monwealth War Graves Commission
memorial, and a townsman sounds the Last
Post. As those sad notes fade away, who
could possibly forget?

After the war, instead of building a new
town, the people of Ypres decided to rebuild
the old in as faithful a likeness as possible.
The main landmark, the magnificent
medieval Cloth Hall, was left with only one
wall standing, It took the townspeople until
1957 to rebuild it, but rebuild it they did.

And during all this expensive and labori-
ous rebuilding they found time to erect a
permanent monument to the dead, the
Menin Gate. It stands on the site of the 17th
century town gate leading to Menin and
commemorates by name some 55,000 sol-
diers whose final resting place is known
‘only to God.” They are those whose bodies
could not be identified or who simply disap-
peared in the carnage of war.

The Menin Gate’s Hall of Memory, 120
feet long by 66 feet wide, straddles the main
road out of Ypres. Broad staircases lead to
the town' ramparts and to loggias running
the whole length of the building. The names
of the dead are inscribed by regiments and
corps on Portland stone panels on the inner
wall of the hall, up the sides of the staircases
and inside the loggias. Over the two main

drches is the inscription: ‘To the Armies of

the British Empire Who Stood Here from
1914 to 1918 and to Those of Their Dead

Top: Menin Gate frames and Belgians at
l;pevnlng remembrance of World War One.

Left: Saplings’ shadows dapple the ground once

mmmmmm-wmncz._
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Who Have No Known Grave.’

That memorial is now 50 years old and, to
commemorate its half century and the
momentous Third Battle of Ypres ten years
earlier, the town of Ypres arranged a
weekend of tribute. Present-day British sol-
diers, cadets and Scouts made their pilgrim-
age to join with members of the Royal
British Legion in honouring the dead. The
Last Post was sounded, wreaths were laid
and old soldiers remembered.

In 1917, the cold and wet summer
claimed nearly as many victims as the Ger-
mans. In 1977, brilliant sunshine gave the
proceedings almost a festive air. “It’s dif-
ficult to remember all that happened then,”
said one old soldier. “Everything is so dif-
ferent now.”

Colonel Roderick Macleod is 85 now.
During the Third Battle of Ypres he was a
horse gunner in 5th Division at Passchen-
daele and saw his battery destroyed several
times. He was one of the few who survived
continuous years of action, from Mons right
through to the Armistice. Usually a man
lasted only days in the Front, before being
wounded or dead.

“During that battle, the rainfall was five
times heavier than usual,” said the colonel.
“The battlefield was a bog. Once, after
putting down a tremendous barrage in sup-
port of an attack by our infantry, with shells
exploding every second, we saw Germans
coming out of their trenches to surrender.
But our infantry got stuck in the mud, so the
Germans went back and started to shoot us
up again.”

It was appropriate that the British Army’s
representation. at the commemoration
should be The Light Infantry, all the former
regiments of which were heavily engaged in
the fighting round Ypres, Passchendaele
bejng awarded as a battle honour in recogni-
tion of the valour of some 16 battalions, ten
of them from The Durham Light Infantry.

Buglers of the 2nd Battalion, The Light
Infantry, sounded Last Post at the Menin
Gate in recognition of the fact that it was
first sounded, 50 years earlier, by a bugler of
The Somerset Light Infantry. The buglers
also took part in an evening entertainment
that included the bands of The Queen’s
Regiment (TAVR), Royal British Legion,
Belgian Navy and Ypres town, and a silent

Top: Smart bandsmen march where soldiers
once struggled for survival in the mud of trenches.

Centre: Hundreds of the living remember many
thousands of dead whose names line the walls.

Bottom: A t Infantry guard of honour near
where many of their old comrades ‘did and died’.
Inset above: Relics of the war &ill survive,
including this part of a rotary aero engine.
Left: The ever-thinner ranks of the ‘old and bold’
march in peace where they fought in war.
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drill display by the 2nd Battalion’s anti-tank
platoon.

On the Sunday a service in St Martin’s
Cathedral was followed by a wreath-laying
ceremony at the Menin Gate. Wreaths were
laid by Commonwealth ambassadors to Bel-
gium, military attachés and, Tepresenting
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers
Europe (Shape), by General Sir Harry
Tuzo, Deputy Supreme Commander. .

In the afternoon the spotlight switched to
Tyne Cot, one of the largest and most
impressive of the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission’s cemeteries around
Ypres. The Tyne Cot memorial forms the
north-east boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery
between Passchendaele and Zonnebeke. It
stands on ground captured on 4 October
1917 by the 2nd Australian Division where
later nearly 12,000 Commonwealth soldiers
were laid to rest.

The memorial is on high ground from
which the whole country, right to the
English Channel, lies open. It represents the
most desperate fighting of the British Army
in Belgium, as Ypres represents the most
stubborn resistance. -

“Sixty years ago the scene here would
have been completely different,” said the
Right Reverend John Satterthwaite, Bishop
of Gibraltar and Fulham and bishop in
charge of the Anglican churches in north
and central Europe.

“‘Some of those here today will remember
vividly what it was like then, but others who
are younger will find it hard even to envisage
the scene. It is natural that many involved in
the First World War came here on pilgrim-
age when we remember that 35,000 men fell
at Passchendaele. Today we are all here as
pilgrims to the site of one of the biggest and
most cruel battles of all time.”

Later in St George’s Memorial Church, in
commemoration of the laying of the
Church’s foundation stone in 1927 by
Field-Marshal Lord Plumer, the bishop
added: *“Some younger people may wonder
why today — 60 years after — men still
make pilgrimages to this place. Since then,
Europe has been through yet another gruel-
ling world war, but with Ypres it was differ-
ent. Ypres remains still an epic in human
endurance and suffering. For about four
years this Flemish market town withstood
continual bombardment without any break.

“During that time, the Belgian defenders,
together with the forces of Great Britain and
the Commonwealth, withstood all that the
enemy forces could throw against them. It
was a time of mud, misery and carnage. The
salient of the Western Front bent to and fro.
Ypres, however, was never captured. Yet in
its defence hundreds of thousands of young
men were slain. For British and Common-
wealth soldiers, Ypres will always hold a
special place, bearing the blood of 200,000
of their comrades.”

Today the memory of those horrific times
is all but gone. Soon there will remain only
the cemeteries, with their rows of orderly
headstones, and the memorials with their
lists of names. The largest memorial of all,
the Menin Gate, will stand as testimony 1o
the generations to come, of the ultimate
sacrifice made by so many.

Top: Old soldiers re-live the past amid the
memorials to their World War One comrades.

Left: Legion Standard-bearers watch as General
Sir Harry Tuzo, from Shape lays his wreath.
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bother. freight willingly to our customers. We are
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HAMILTON MOTORS (LONDON) LIMITED,

466-490 EDGWARE ROAD,LONDON W2 1EL. Tel. 01 723 0022

Please send me your Vauxhall Specification pack.
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Your Service background is just what we're
looking for. And because we've got branches in
towns throughout Britain, chances are there may
bea vacancy in the town you choose to settle in.

You'll be part of a great team earning good
money, paid in full even during your training period.

There's a free uniform, sick pay, pension and
insurance schemes, opportunities for advancement
(we always promote from within) but above all - job-
security. Write to Securicor, Vigilant House, Room 203
24-30Gillingham Street, London SW1V 1HZ.

(Tel: 01-834 5411) or if you're stationed in Britain see
Yellow Pages for your nearest branch. And when you
write, please let us know the town or area you are
likely to finally reside. We want to hear from you.

SECURICOR
A JOB WITH SECURITY.

!

Reynolds Motors €&

New Road Dagenham Essex 01-592 6655 MAIN DEALERS

We have a speciai Department dealing with the supply of Ford vehicles to Service Personnel. °

It has been established for many years and has hundreds of satisfied customers. Fill in and post this
advertisement and we shall be pleased to quote our special terms.

Name and Rank L. ool oy D o T i e Model required

Home use
........................................................ or EXport . i i e e

Address




On record

‘Wings’ (Central Band of the Royal Air Force)
(Conductors: Wing Commander R E C Davies
and Squadron-Leader John Martindale) (Decca
Studio 2 Stereo TWOX 1059)

Any TV series about soldiers, sailors or airmen
always triggers off a record from one of the
Service bands. Alexander Faris had already given
us the tunes to ‘Upstairs, Downstairs’ and ‘“The
Duchess of Duke Street’ so his nostalgic little
‘Wings’ tune was a certainty for the next RAF
record. Unfortunately it is Roy Davies’s farewell
performance with the Central Band and I for one
will miss the fine musicianship he displayed in the
many records he made during the past few years.

As a goodbye bonus he gives us one of his own
marches, ‘Skywatch,’ and appears as piano soloist
in several of his own arrangements of old favour-
ites. These are ‘Embraceable You,’ ‘A Nighting-
ale Sang in Berkeley Square,” “When I Fall In
Love,’ ‘Forgotten Dreams’ and the old folk tune
‘Portsmouth.’

Television is also the source of a sports theme
medley comprising ‘World of Sport,” ‘Sportscene’
and ‘Grandstand,’ the melodies of which herald a
slanging match with the wife for most of us. The
‘Nationwide ’* theme (‘The Good Word’) sounds
much less nauseating on band so I recommend
this version to the BBC.

An attractive movement from the Dutch com-
poser Kees Vlak’s ‘Windward Isles’ suite, the
theme from the film ‘The Eagle Has Landed,’ the

.*Cornet Carillon’ played as all other bands wish
they could play it, the march ‘Cardiff Arms’ and
Russ Conway’s march ‘Royal Event’ make up the
rest — in a programme which shows the military
band at its best and most versatile. I never expect
to hear better. RB

‘Jubilee’ (The Band of the 3rd Battalion, The
Queen’s Regiment, conducted by the Bandmas-
ter, Warrant Officer 1 James Wood) (Music Mas-
ters 0504)

‘Band Wagon’ has come to mean that thing you
jump on when the pickings might prove advan-
tageous. Well, the Jubilee is as good a band wagon
as any, but should have more justification than a
‘Jubilee March’ by the conductor which, to my
suspicious ear, probably started life under
another, more regimental, title.

Never mind, the bandmaster knows the limits
of his young players’ capacities and has produced
an attractive album of light music of no great
pretensions but easy listening.

The ‘Jubilee March’ is preceded by a fanfare
based on the regimental march, followed by “Yel-

low River,” ‘Cornet Carillon,” ‘Italian Festival,’
Ronald Binge’s ‘Rushlake Green’ and Harold
Walters’s ‘Instant Concert’ medley. The best
thing on the disc is Mr Wood’s own imaginative
version of ‘On Richmond Hill Baht’At,” wherein
the lass is caught on the moor in a state of
déshabillé.

For all Queensmen, and others, you also have
Don Pryce’s march ‘The Queensman,” Douglas
Pope’s ‘Nightfall in Camp,’ ‘Sussex by the Sea,’
and Soldiers of the Queen,’ all for £2.50 plus 50p
postage from PRI, 3 Queens, Somme Barracks,
Catterick Camp, North Yorkshire. RB

‘The Aldershot Army Display 1977’ (Senior
Director of Music: Major G H ] Hurst, Director
of Music, Royal Army Medical Corps) (Senior
Pipe-Major: Pipe-Major R H Macphee, The
King’s Own Scottish Borderers) (AAD-1)
This record was pre-recorded so that it could be
on sale at this year’s Aldershot Army Display.
Four bands, of The Royal Hampshire Regiment,
The Royal Welch Fusiliers, The Worcestershire
and Sherwood Foresters Regiment and the Royal
Army Medical Corps, and pipes and drums, play
the music which was heard during the show’s
arena display from massed bands, pipes and
drums. Proceeds from the sale of the record then,
and now, go to the Army Benevolent Fund.
Side one opens with a fanfare, ‘Aldershot
Jubilee,” and the bands then play music from
‘Heart of Oak,” “Hundred Pipers,’ ‘Cock o’ the
North,’ ‘Minstrel Boy,” ‘Here’s a Health unto His
Majesty,” Meyerbeer’s ‘Coronation March,’ ‘Men
of Harlech,” ‘Yellow Bird,” ‘Waltzing Matilda’
and ‘Alouette.” The pipes and drums contribute
‘Hills of Glenorchy,” ‘Bonnie Dundee,” ‘Mist
Covered Mountains,’ ‘Badge of Scotland,” ‘Leav-
ing Port Askaig,’ ‘Because He was a Bonnie Lad,’
‘High Road to Linton’ and ‘Dovecote Park.’
Side two records the arena display finale, “The
Restoration of the King,’ with the fanfare ‘Proces-
sion” and music from ‘Trumpet Tune,’ ‘Conquer-
ing Hero,” ‘God Bless the Prince of Wales,’
Walton’s ‘Crown Imperial,’ ‘Auld Lang Syne and
Last Post,” Gordon Jacob’s arrangement of the
National Anthem and ‘Soldiers of the Queen.’
This record is available from SOLDIER at
£1.50 (UK), £1.45 (BFPQ), £2.20 (elsewhere) and
a cassette, also stereo, at £1.50 (UK), £1.40
(BFPO), £1.55 (elsewhere). All prices include
postage and packing. Orders, with UK cheque,
UK postal order or international money order,
should be sent to SOLDIER (AAD), Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU, indicating
whether record or cassette is required.

‘The Band of The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal
Regiment, (also featuring the Corps of Drums of
the 1st Battalion’) (Bandmaster: Warrant Officer
1 N A Borlase) (Grosvenor 1056)

This disc features regimental music and a concert-
type programme, with the corps of drums is
given a welcome spot. Side one is devoted to the
regimental tunes which include the “The Farmer’s
Boy,’ those of the old Royal Berkshire and Wilt-
shire regiments, regimental slow march ‘Auld

Robin Gray,” ‘Rule Britannia’ and bugle calls.
The corps of drums (with glockenspiel) plays
“The Longest Day’ and a march called ‘VP.’

Side two contains the marches ‘Bandology’ and
‘Voice of the Guns,” Erickson’s ‘Balladaire,” a
saxophone solo ‘Nightfall,” the pop tune ‘Una
Paloma Blanca’ and some tunes of Bacharach and
David, all played ‘straight.’

This record is available, at £2.50, from Band-
master, 1st Bartalion, The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Royal Regiment, Battlesbury Barracks, Warmin-
ster, Wiltshire (Warminster 4000 ext 7244 or
7326.) RB

Brass in brief

‘Bandology’ (GUS (Footwear) Band) (Con-
ducted by Stanley H Boddington) (EMI ONE-UP
0U 2179)

Very much a brass band potpourri of old favour-
ites, ie Sunday night schmaltz: ‘Praise my Soul,’

. ‘Who Would True Valour See,’ ‘Coronation

Street,” ‘Slavonic Rhapsody No. 2,” ‘Mary Pop-
pins,’ overture ‘The Arcadians,’ ‘No Hiding
Place,’ to name but a trite few. Also ‘Tit-Larks,’
‘Amparita Roca,’ ‘Congratulations,’ ‘Punchinello’
march, ‘Les Preludes,’ ‘Beautiful Colorado,” and
title march ‘Bandology.’ RB

‘Sounds of Brass Series: The Ever Ready (GB)
Band’ (Conducted by E W Cunningham and W B
Hargreaves) (Decca SB 329) (Cassette KBSC 329)
Contains Elgar’s fine ‘Severn Suite’ and Gilbert
Vinter’s ‘Salute to Youth,’ so a must for brass
band lovers. Also James Shepherd as soloist in
Hummel’s ‘Theme and Variations,’ ‘Crimond,’

* “North Country Fantasie’ and Melvin McCrea as

euphonium soloist in Geehl’s ‘Romanza.’ RB
29



iz When

Man .

and thereby

hangs a tai

Clune, the black Labrador search dog, snuf-
fled up to and inspected the tiny ginger
kitten. Then he backed away in horror and
refused even to look at it again.

What had shocked Clune, a Northern
Ireland four-footed veteran, was that the
kitten had no tail — it was a Manx, and just
one of the surprises and changes in store for

him during a one-week break in the Isle of

Man with the Army Dog Unit from Long
Kesh prison.

For three weeks, dogs and handlers took
over Jurby training camp on a former air-

30

field in the north-west of the island. For the
first time, dogs and men were able to get
away from the stress, tension and constant
work in the troubled Province.

Not that it was exactly a holiday. Major
Bill Berridge, who commands the unit, told
his men: “You haven’t come here to skive.
You will work hard and play hard. But you
will get the chance to do things that you
cannot do in Ireland.”

The three-week camp was treated as a

mobility exercise in moving dogs and men’

by sea and helicopter. Altogether, 48 dogs

and their handlers made the trip — 16 at a
time with a changeover every seven days.
Half travelled out by Puma or Wessex
helicopter and the rest by sea. On their way
home the roles were reversed — so each dog
had experience of both modes of travel.
Said the sergeant-major, Warrant Officer
2 Ray Angwin: “The specialist dogs often
travel by helicopter but guard dogs don’t get
much opportunity. We make a note of any
which don’t like a particular form of travel
— just in case it might be necessary at some
time in the future for them to fly or sail.”




Far left: The dogs have to be muzzied when on
their way in a four-ton truck to the seaside.

Labrador has had a swim. Time for
b down — Manx winds are strong and chilly.

— with pebbles like
table but OK for dogs.
logs and handlers arrive

sex flight from Ireland.

me and handler, L/Cpl Willie

nake friends during Manx Grand Prix.
Bottom right: Come on in, the water’s lovely.
Two specialist dogs enjoy their dip in the briny.

Of the 16 dogs in each draft, ten were
guard dogs and six specialists — either
tracker or search dogs. Only those search
dogs which normally work on explosives
were unable to practise their own particular
skills — but all had plenty of exercise.

There were long walks in hills and woods
and on almost deserted beaches — a great
chance for men and dogs normally scattered
in small detachments throughout the pro-
vince. The guard dogs were used to guard
the old aerodrome and a touch of realism
was added with night exercises in which
intruders tried to get in without being
detected.

Home for the dogs was an empty hangar.
The cacophony of sound from the dogs as
any newcomer entered the hangar was
enough to raise the hairs on anyone’s neck
but Ray Angwin was pleased with the
accommodation. “It’s used as a potato store
in the winter so we had to clean it out,” he
said. “It’s more than adequate — in fact it’s
better than some of the tin cities they have to
live in in the province.”

Major Berridge was equally enthusiastic:
“I'm surprised more people don’t use this
place. It’s a marvellous training area and the
men can move around without worrying. In
Northern Ireland they spend most of their
time being carted around in ‘Pigs’ and Sara-
cens.”

The Army Dog Unit in Northern Ireland
has something like 55 different cap badges
represented and as its ‘men are spread so
widely many of those in the Isle of Man had
never met before. But going out with the
dogs, map reading on their own, fishing for
mackerel and pony trekking soon breaks
down any barriers.

Sergeant Phil Hobson told SOLDIER:
“The way the lads have been laughing and
joking with each othér here has been tre-
mendous. There is not half as much in Long
Kesh because of the tension.”

Qualification for the week away was at
least a year with the unit. And it comes as
quite a shock to realise that some dog hand-
lers have spent up to five years in Northern
Ireland without a break. They become so
attached to their dogs that after their initial
postings they apply for extensions.

Private Billy Wright, Royal Pioneer
Corps, has been over there for four years.
After arriving on Man by Wessex helicopter
with his guard dog Ty, he said: “I would
stay there for all my Army career if it was
left to me. The only thing that’s worrying
me is this pony trekking business — I'm
scared stiff of horses!”

The dog handlers got a tremendous recep-
tion from the Manx people. Police dog
handlers and a local dog obedience club
came along to get a few tips and in the local
pubs the soldiers found themselves the
centre of attention. Said Major Berridge:
“Once they find you are from Ireland it
becomes positively embarrassing. They
insist on paying for everything.”

But after a week of free evenings (except
during night exercises) the men who wear
‘the red paw of Ulster’ in their berets had to
return to Northern Ireland.

As they boarded their helicopter Major
Berridge called after them: “Don’t pop into
the first pub you see when you get back. It’s
not quite the same back there.” A little joke
which' vividly illustrated the grim reality .
from which men and dogs had obtained an
all too brief respite. it

S o 3
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Militaria

Judging by the interest shown in

‘Collectors’ Corner’ I am sure there
must be militaria groups such as ours,
who would like to exchange informa-

tion etc on their activities.

If interested groups would drop me a

line, a list of meeting places, dates etc

could be compiled to the mutual

benefit of all concerned — Jim

Livermore (Hon Secretary, Staines

Militaria Group), 2 Riverside Close,

Wheatsheaf Lane, Middlesex.

Veterans

The third reunion of 1914-18 vet-
erans in the Birmingham area will
take place on 10 December in Bir-
mingham. Anyone living in the area
who served in any of the armed forces
or nursing services may apply to the
undersigned for an invitation. There
is no charge to any veterans but any
donation to help pay for the occasion
would be most gratefully received.
Should anyone wish to sponsor a
veteran, the cost per head is £3.00
and 250 invitations will be issued. —
E Gumbley (Secretary, 1914-18 Vet-
erans), 56 Anstey Road, Birming-
ham, B44 8A].

Where and when?

In “The Redcaps’ centenary article
(August) one of the pictures was cap-
tioned ‘A mounted military police-
man keeps an.eye on a human bag-
gage train in the Crimea.” But the

officer depicted is wearing the univ-
ersal pattern helmet introduced in
1878 — probably inspired by the
Prussian victory against France in
1870 — and which could not there-

fore have been worn during the Cri- -

mean War.
This is a confusing drawing as the
bullocks suggest a hot country but

* the mounted figure is wearing a fur-

trimmed greatcoat similar to that sea-
led in 1899 for service in Canada. It
cannot be Northern India or
Afghanistan as the helmet is the

home service pattern. The mounted -

figure at the rear of the foreground
wagon appears to be wearing either a
badly drawn forage cap or the shako
of 1869-78 (without the ball), the last
pattern worn by British infantry.

The Military Mounted Police were
raised in 1877 and the Foot Police in
1885. In 1854 a mounted corps of
some 100 was raised from the Irish
Constabulary and = Metropolitan

Police for duties in the Crimea but.

they wore a completely different
uniform and helmet.

The question of the Crimean period
is answered but not, unfortunately,
that of the picture’s exact date and
location: — Mrs Alexandra C Brem-
ridge, 91 Deacon Road, Kingston-
upon-Thames, Surrey, KT2 6LS.

How observant

are you?

(see page 18)
The two pictures differ in the following
respects: 1 Shape of second ‘0" in
‘SALOON. 2 Plant pot in upstairs
window of gun shop. 3 Top of door at
top of stairway. 4 Hat of man third

from left. 5 Horse's reins round hitching
post. 6 Hand of girl at window. 7 Top
plank of saloon gable. 8 Shape of
horse’s saddle-cloth. 9 Curtain m top
left window of saloon. 10 Left plank of
verandah roof.

Competition

July’s ‘Coronation’ (Competition
228) brought in a large entry, many
of them correct but almost the ‘same
number wrongly offering ‘bracelet’
instead of ‘bracelets.” The other two
required words in the first vertical
column were ‘orb’ and ‘sceptre.’

The horizontal words associated with

the Queen’s coronation were: Army;

Oath; Ring; Bands; dukes; gloves;

Spurs; Crowd; Earls; Princess; The

Mall; Royalty; Election; Royal Navy;

investiture; Benediction; Recogni-

tion; Anointing; Carriages; Earl-

Marshal; Lord Mayor of London;

Enthronement; . Train-bearers; St

Edward’s Crown; and Her Majesty

the Queen.

Prizewinnets:

1 A Carr, 6 Westleze Close, Char-
' minster, Dorchester, Dorset.

2 (I}SW Budd, BFES Lister, BFPO

3 Lieut Rodgers RM, 100 Norwood
Grove, Beverley, N Humberside.

4 ] P Irwin, Junior Ranks Club,
RA Depot, Woolwich, London.

5L W Wynn, 17 Wentworth
Avenue, CAD Kineton,
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire.

6 Maj E G Jones, Dental Centre
Stanley, BFPO 1.

7 Cpl F ] Delez, 33 Marsh Avenue, |
Drontield, Sheffield, South
Yorkshire.

8 Mrs M Smith, 37 Cobham Road,
Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey.

9-C R Obray, 20 Sqn RCT, Regents
Park Barracks, Albany Street,
London.

‘11 G H Bendell, 199 Midanbury
.12 S Cannons, Firbank, 9 Moorside

10 Maj R I G Hale, RAEC, 57 AEC,
BFPO 106.

Lane, Southampton.

Road, West Moors, Wimborne,
Dorset.

13 A H Scougal, Manager, Naafi
18022, BFPO 16.

14 Maj ] F A Overton LI, 7 Tithe
Farm Close, South Harrow,
Middlesex. 4

15 R E Faulkner, 98 Apley Way,
Witney, Oxon. '

Reunions

Notices of corps and regimental
reunions should be sent to Editor,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants, GU11 2DU, at least
two months before the event is due
to take place. No charge is made for
announcements which will, where
appropriate, be repeated at two-
monthly intervals,

Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
Light Infantry Regimental Associa-
tion. Annual reunion, Saturday 12-
November, at Slade Park, Oxford.
Details from RHQ, RG], Slade Park
TAVR Centre, Headington, Oxford,
0X3 7]JL.

Middlesex Regiment remembrance
services. Field of Remembrance,
Westminster Abbey, Saturday 12
November, assemble Middlesex
Guildhall 1045. Inglis Barracks, Mill
Hill, London, Sunday 13 November,
assemble 1000. Details from Secret-
ary, Middlesex Regimental Associa-
tion, TAVR Centre, Deansbrook
Road, Edgeware, Middlesex (tel
01-952 2625).

The Duke of York’s R Mili
School Old Boys’ X{z‘ociatit:g_
Remembrance weekend reunion,

prices.

attention:

Printed to your design

in wash-fast dyes, permanent whites,
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Quality shirts in a wide range of
colours and sizes; no minimum
order. We offer a complete design
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Dover, 12-13 November. Details
from Hon Secretary, A Sadler, 1
Bushy Road, Fetcham, Leatherhead,
Surrey.

82 Armoured Engineer Squadron
RE Old Comrades Association.
32nd annual reunion buffet, Satur-
day 12 November, 6-11 pm, Royal
Green Jackets Sergeants’ Mess, 56
Davies Street, London W1. Contact
Lionel T Crate, 364 King Street,
London, W6 ORX (tel 01-748 6755).

Collectors’
Corner

D Bowyer, 6 The Wynd, Calne,

Wiltshire. — Army cader requires -

British Army cap badges, collar dogs
and buttons. Limited funds. State price.
M P Warnes, 13 Ipswich Court, Bury
St Edmunds, Suffolk. — Seeks all
kinds military headdress badges, old
and new. Will pay good money or swap.
B J Green, c/o Box 533, Bracebridge,
Ontario, Canada. — Seeks old regi-

 mental army swagger cane, any regi-

ment. Willing buy or has American
Army combat insignia and airborne
patches (some rare) to trade.

Mrs A C Bremridge, 91 Deacon
Road, Kingston-upon-Thames, Sur-
rey, KT2 6LS. — Military artist
u%dy requires copy ‘Shoulder Belr
Plates and Bunions,” by Maj H G
Parkyn. Will pay good price.

Gen Natale Dodoli, Accademia
Militare, Modena, Italy. — Wishes
buy WW2 British covalry badges. Or
will exchange for Italian badges.

Gene Christian 3849 Bailey Avenue,
Bronx, New York 10463, USA. —
Seeks Standards, Colours, Guidons,
trumpet banners, drum-major’s sashes
etc of British, French, Italian, Belgian
etc, metropolitan and colonial forces,

native irregular forces, liberation forces,
mercenaries. Corrcspondence and
documentation also sought.

Dave Jones, 39 Wheatfield Drive,
Shifnal, Salop. — Seeks Army Vic-
tonian LS & GC medals, also and medals
to 7th and Queen’s Own Hussars.

Maj R E Evans, Croftway, Yapton
Road, Barnham, Bognor Regis, Sus-
sex. — Seeks for widow of an mstructor
named in the book, copy of ‘Prelude to
Glory,’ the story of WW2 para training
by Liews-Col A C Newman VC.

W Martin, 7 Druids Way, Arrowe
Park, Birkenhead, Merseyside. —
Three separate collections of US,
Canadian and Belgian militaria offered
in exchange for German daggers or any
type of sprked helmet. Also interested in
purchasing such items,

N Cherry, 228 New Cross Road,
London, SE14 SPL. — Seeks Para
Regiment red beret 74in, brass shoulder
titles and airborne forces smock patches.
Has numerous swaps, mainly British
Army cap badges but a few shoulder
ﬂasflis and formation signs. Will buy if
necessary. Also swap DPM jacket for
medium size airborne forces demison
smock.

Edward A Thomas, 6 Nobbs Lane,
Old Portsmouth, Hants, PO1 2EY.
— Wishes buy any collection or single
item of Royal Arnllery, RFA, Fortress
and Garrison, to build up comprehen-
stoe collection for display on loan at
Southsea Castle and the Square Tower.

] A Gordon, 1436 Bonita Court,
Ontario, California 91762, USA. —
Seeks near-new P58 webbing in trade
for mimt US M1956 webbing; also
wants WW2 British para sorbo training
helmet. Please state condition, price or
wanied items in trade.

ZIA, c/o Geoffrey Enterprises, Bag-
pipe Makers, Railway Road, Sialkot
1, Pakistan. — Wishes exchange

Pakistan and Middle East cap and
shoulder badges for overseas badges,
two for one.

T Dale, 29 Appleton Drive,
Wymeswold, Loughborough,
Leicestershire, LE12 6TS. — For
exchange or sale, para wings (Army,
RAF or Roval Marines), SAS para
wings (cloth or wire embroidered, blue
or scarlet backing), Para Regi wings
(wire embroidered, blue or scarlet back-
ing), Army or RAF para-instructor
wings, British airborne Pegasus shoul-
der flashes, Para Regt or Glider Pilot
Regt cap badges (white metal), SAS

cap badges (cloth, metal or wire
embroidered).

Norman Christensen, 4552 Ridge
Road, Dallas, Texas 5229, USA. —
ity British

Requests information on i
Army umits (inf and cavalry only)
posted to Bangalore and Poona, India,

May 1928 10 Oct 1938, 1o m
research. Also wishes to buy cap
badges King’s Oun Royal, Northamp-
tonshire, Royal Norfolk, King's Own
Yorkshire Light Infantry, York & Lan-
caster, Manchester, Poona Horse, Mys-
ore Lancers and 8th or 14th Punjab.
Reasonable prices please.

the Royal Re

former gunner.

LAST PARADE of the
25 pounder gun

7
New Zealand farewell cover

A special ‘last day’ cover was issued on 12 September to mark the
official retirement of the 25-pounder field gun from the New
Zealand Army. The cover bears the signature of senior officers of
iment of New Zealand Artillery including that of the
present Chief of General Staff, Major-General R D P Hassett, a

After 37 years’ service, the 25-pounder ‘'marched out’ at Christ-
church on a parade marking the New Zealand Army’s farewell to
the Governor-General, Sir Denis Blundell.

A set of six covers costs from NZ$1.00 without signature to $2.50
for those signed by General Hassett. Inquiries should be made to
Military Covers, PO Box 331, Christchurch, New Zealand.

732 Codaars of the Royal Regiment

W £ the MNew Teakand Artiery
g eivvibrss T3H Semardber, WP

A NEW CAREER?

Dont start in a blind alley

Many of us who leave the forces make the
fatalerror of starting civilian life in a blind
alley — that is they take a job to suit their
training, but the job lacks one vital

machines; aknowledge of digital control
will be essential

In additiontoa stimulating work range, our
location in Fife provides the bonus of

ingredient — PROSPECTS Don't let this outstanding sports and recreation facilities,
happen to you beautiful scenery, uncrowded roaads, close
== AtMarconi Space & Defence Systems of proximity to major cities and attractive,

Hillend in Fife we will use your forces
training to the full — and as one of Europe’s
maostimportant electronics organisations
youwill be able to look forward to a
genuinely secure and exciting future
working in

Product Support

The Engineers and Technicians in our
o Production Support Division fulfil a

: maintenance task involving customers
liaison both within the factory and on site

Works Engineering
Here you'll be involved in the site
maintenance of plant and factory

reasonably priced residential areas
Housing generally poses no problems
whatsoever. Local Authority housing is
readily available and Marconi provides very
generous assistance with relocation
expenses

To find out more about your future with
Marconi, please contact Ray Morgan,
Marconi Space andDefence Systems
Limited, Hillend Industrial Estate, Near
Dunfermhine, Fife

Telephone Dalgety Bay 822131

Equal consideration will be giwven to applicants of either sex

Marconi

Space & Defence
Systems (Hillend Fife)

A GEC Marconi Electronics Company
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THE STUKA — an ugly, angular aircraft
that screamed out of the sky dive-bombing
panic-stricken cities — heralded the horrors
of lightning war first in Spain and later in
Norway, France, the Balkans and Russia.

Back in Britain, preparations for anti-
aircraft (‘Ack-ack” defence had already
begun. Around London were built curved
concrete walls, designed to reflect the sound
of approaching aircraft on to a microphone
sited at the focal point. The system worked
on the hearing trumpet principle and at best
gave only a few minutes’ warning. One
inventor designed an ack-ack shell contain-
ing weights linked by wires which worked
like the South American bolas, the weapon
used to capture wild animals. It was politely
turned down by the Ordnance Board.

However, the timely development of early
warning radar and the adoption of the 40-
millimetre Bofors anti-aircraft gun, later
operated under a centralised fire control
from a Kerrison predictor, were to reduce
the Stuka from a bird of prey to a clay
pigeon.

Ironically, the Bofors were produced by
neutral Sweden and used by both sides in
World War Two. It had an average rate of
fire of 60 to 90 rounds a minute, a traverse of
360 degrees and elevation of —5° to 90°. Its
distinctive silhouette, with a loader feeding

Ack-ack
attack

in four-round clips and two layers rotating
the cranked control arms, was a familiar
sight in almost every theatre of operations.
This gun, designed in 1930, is remarkably
still in use today in many parts of the world.

The 40-millimetre Bofors, and a 30-cwt
Morris towing tractor, have been modelled
by Airfix as a plastic kit in tiny HO/OO
scale, at a price to match of 46 pence. The 42
parts include an elevating and traversing
gun barrel, five figures and alternative trans-
fer decals for 1 Battery, B Troop, 15 Light
Anti-Aircraft Regiment, attached to 7th
Armoured Division in North Africa in 1940,
and 1 Battery, B Troop, 6th Anti-Aircraft
Division, responsible for the defence of
Essex, north Kent and the Thames Estuary
in 1940.

Airfix have taken to the air with 1:72nd
scale kits, both at 46 pence, of the Mes-
serschmitt Bf 109E (top right) and
Britten-Norman Defender, BAC—Sepecat
Jaguar at 68 pence and Westland-
Aerospatiale Lynx helicopter at 62
pence . . . To the sea with a 1:1200th water-
line kit of HMS Suffolk (36 pence) and
1:72nd German E-Boat at £2.35 . . . And
back to earth with 1:32nd figures of Gurkhas
in tropical uniform (65 pence a pack) and
German mountain troops in ski kit (62
pence). HH

ERUINE MODFL
11200 LIGNE D'E AU MODE
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THIS MONTH’S competition is in three
stages. First, find the answers to the 16
military questions listed here and insert the
initial letter of each answer in the appro-
priately numbered square in the grid.

The second stage is to take the letters in
the following phrase and fit them into the
grid to complete an excerpt from a work by a
well-known poet of the 19th and 20th cen-
turies: ONE GETS AN AIR ENLISTEE A
WEAPON.

The message in the completed grid is
hardly one that would be used by any mod-
ern recruiter but, supposing it were, which
regiment or corps of today’s British Army
would seem to be the most appropriate for
that recruiter?

Send your answers — just the regiment or
corps — with the ‘Competition 232’ label

from this page and your name and address,
on a postcard or by letter, to:

Editor (Comp 232)
SOLDIER
Ordnance Road
ALDERSHOT
Hants

GUI11 2DU.

This competition is open to all readers, at
home and overseas and the closing date is
Monday 9 January 1978. The answers and
winners names will appear in the March
1978 SOLDIER. More than one entry can
be submitted but each must be accompanied
by a ‘Competition 232’ label. Winners will
be drawn by lots from correct entries.
Entries using OHMS envelopes or official
prepaid labels will be disqualified.

£10
25-EB
e R 6

SOLDIER free for a year
SOLDIER free for six months

i R Y N R e T

COMPETITION 232

$terescsssrsssstssrsnnsssssansassnae

Tsssasssas
Sssessssnns

1 Surname of the Deputy Supreme Com-
mander, Allied Forces Europe, 1943-
45?2 2 \-,,;«i.:\-’

2 Case-shot with irregular pieces of iron

formerly used to damage rigging etc? (&

3 German equivalent of the Home Guard
in World War Two?

4 Northampronshire village famous for the
battle fought there on 14 June 1645?

5 Nickname given to Cromwell’s soldiers
because of their steadiness in battle?

6 British commander of the expedition
against Quebec in 1759?

7 Carthaginian soldier who made a
memorable passage of the Alps in 218
BC? Wewacnad

8 Fortification, usually circular, defending
the entrance to a castle? -2~

9 Military display? T ol

10 Name applied to a group of unconquered

people in a conquered country? 2y ailo i

11 Rank of an officer whose duty was to
carry the Colours? Zyqsopn

12 Marshal appointed Chief of the French
General Staff in 19177 Todh |

13 Organisation founded as a result of the
suffering seen by Henri Dunant at the
battle of Solferino? L3 Cusra.

14 Successor to Roberts as Commander-
in-Chief during the Boer War?

15 President of the USA during the Civil
War? Lo ealiin

16 Form of musket used until the 17th
century when it was superseded by the
flintlock?

4 S

10|11
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Write or Phone for Brochure to MILLS
90 Wellington Street, Kettering,

EXCLUSIVE

GUSTOM PRINTED GARMENTS MADE IN

OUR LONDON FACTORY

HORE DESIGNS LTD.
Northamptonshire M16 8RQ. Kettering (0536) 82483
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A FIRST CLASS TRAINING FOR
EX-SERVICE MEN & WOMEN IN

SERVICE STATIO
MANAGEMENT

HETOP SALARY B GENEROUS BONUSES Ml PENSION SCHEME B PROMOTION
PROSPECTS B PLUS OTHER FRINGE BENEFITS ll COMPANY CAR (if you work
in London or the Home Counties after 6 months as a Manager)

HERON is young. It's growing fast. It's well established and already sets the pace
other petrol retailers must follow.

With 170 service stations in operation and a further hundred planned, we are looking
for ambitious determined men and women, aged 21-40. Education and previous
experience do not matter.

For a secure jobin your area, with a good future, ring or write to :

Training Manager, (Dept SOL)

neron|| HERON SERVICE STATIONS LIMITED

Training Centre, 163/175 Shoreditch High Street, Shoreditch, London E1 6HU. Tel: 01-729 2321

YOU'VE JOINED ““THE PROFESSIONALS"
SO BUY FROM ““THE PROFESSIONALS"
FOR YOUR PERSONAL EXPORT.

F & \ f BUY BRITISH | ‘
CHRYSLER. BRITISH LEYLAND. FORD.
VAUXHALL

For full details of how to get your new

ALPINE ALL e;);z?r&)c:; fill in the coupon below and
ALLEGRO BRITISH

AVENGER "-‘0;‘_3"7 Pk CHRYSLER TODAY
CORTINA G el F TRY US FOR
ESCORT Allow substantial savings against U.K. ] : PRICE
GRANADA retail prices. FORD SERVICE
CHEVETTE QOur prices are competitive and COST CUTTING
TRIUMPH challenging. VAUXHALL COURTESY

Selective stocks to draw from.

Up to 4 years to pay—from 10% deposit.

WE BELIEVE
IN BRITAIN J

Car part exchange—Car Radios—Stereo.

I. W. V. HILL, Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd.
Please send details
Name o, . it e RBNK. e

For personal service: contact

I. W. V. HILL,

i d. avor - .
Uk MBS0 4 S ot
i 4 .0. Box 4, Nairn,
London, SW1V 3PU. IV12 4HN Scotland.

--\

Tel. No. 01-821 0021. Tel. No. 0667-54230 forusein ..o vy Cobny l
: Have you a part exchange [ Yes (] No
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Histories

‘Men-at-Arms: Napoleon’s Cuirassiers
and Carabiniers’ (Emir Bukhari)
‘Men-at-Arms: The Portuguese Army of
the Napoleonic Wars’ (Otto von Pivka )
‘Men-at-Arms: The Boer War' (Chris-
topher Wilkinson-Latham)
‘Men-at-Arms: The American Indian
Wars 1860-1890° (Philip Katcher)

In ‘Napoleon’s Cuirassiers and
Carabiniers’ an interesting chapter on
dress and equipment leads into a
detailed survey of sabres, saddles and
harness while lists of the war service
of individual cuirassier and carabinier
regiments add up to an invaluable
quick reference.

A year-by-year diary of Portugal’s
part in the Peninsular War serves as a
useful introduction to Mr von Pivka’s
book. Although a French assessment
of the Portuguese Army of the period
described it as not being at the peak
of military efficiency it was neverthe-
less a useful enough addition to Wel-
lington’s command in the Peninsula.

Next a concise review of events
leading to the Boer War makes an
ideal introduction to the weapons and
uniforms used in that conflict. There
follows a comparison of the opposing
armies, one a glorified commando,
the other courageous to a man but
untrained for fighting in the veldt.

Finally, Philip Katcher’s masterly
account of the American Indian wars
between 1860 and 1890 sets the scene
for an examination of the military
dress and equipment of this period.
Particularly informative are the chap-
ters dealing with the Indians, their
way of life, martial prowess, manner
of combat and apparel. A useful list
of the major engagements of the
period and descriptions of American
Army field dress and armament com-
plete an entertaining and instructive
examination of a vital period of
American history.

Each book is lavishly illustrated
with photographs and colour plates,
the latter of exceptional quality.
Osprey Publishing Lid, 12-14 Long
Acre, London, WC2E 9LP, £1.95
each JFP]

Essays
‘Beyond Nuclear Deterrence’ (Edited by
Johan ¥ Holst and Uwe Nerlich )
This collection of essays by European
and American writers sets out to take
a new look at the defence of the
North Atlantic alliance in the light of
recent political and scientific
developments. The former include
‘détente,’ the strategic arms limi-
tation talks, and the talks on mutual
balance force reductions, recent gov-
ernment changes in Southern
Europe, notably in Portugal and
Greece, and the possibility of Com-
munists in the Italian government.
The scientific developments
include the technological advances in
the precision guidance of weapons;
the increased effectiveness of non-
nuclear munitions, along with the
slimming-down of ‘mininukes’ to the

point where the two are almost inter-

changeable; and, of course, data pro-
cessing and communications.

There is some high-flown
gobbledegook in the introductory
pages but most of the essays are as
readable as it is reasonable to expect,
given their subjects.

Macdonald & Fane’s Publishers Lid, 8
Shepherdess Walk, London, NI 7LW,
£10.50 RLE

HLI dress

‘The Highland Light Infantry: The
Uniforms of the Regiment 1881 to
1914’ (Fames B McKay and Douglas
N Anderson)

In terms of dress, The Highland
Light Infantry, or Glasgow’s Own,
was so contradictory as to be almost’
exclusive and this well-informed little
book by two dedicated Glaswegians
examines the uniforms of this famous
regiment in the last years of British
military splendour — 1881 to 1914.

Illustrated in black-and-white, it
takes the reader into every aspect of
HLI accoutrements and dress from
feathered bonnet, dirk and doublet,
to plaid, mess kit and the khaki ser-
vice dress of 1914. Buttons, badges of
rank and regimental badges are dis-
cussed in some detail and it is worth
remembering that The Royal High-
land Fusiliers today proudly bear the
monogram HLI on their colours and
crest.

For the specialist on Scottish regi-
ments, and indeed for all those
interested in military uniforms, this
90-page booklet certainly deserves its
place in the enthusiast’s library.
James B McKay, 14 St Andrew’s Cres-
cent, House 17, Glasgow, G41 55H,
Scotland, £3.45 including postage,
USA $7.25 inclusive JFP]

Oldest office

“The Story of the Royal Military Police’
(A V Lovell-Knight)

Although the Royal Military Police
are headed by the holder of the oldest
military office under the Crown, the
Provost-Marshal, it was not until
1954 that the corps got Regular offi-
cers of its own, apart from the quar-
termasters. The main reason was that
traditionally the military police func-
tion was disciplinary, carried out by
experienced non-commissioned offic-
ers who needed little more than
administrative support from officers.

World War One expanded the
corps’ duties, notably in traffic con-
trol, but it was the immense traffic
problems of the bartle areas in
World War Two that rammed home
the lesson that the men who directed
the corps needed to be staff-trained
specialists.

World War Two saw the re-birth
of the Special Investigation Branch,
one of whose members flew over the
Japanese lines into besieged Imphal
to make an important arrest.

Over the past 30 years the RMP
has become established as a com-
plete, sophisticated corps. It has
played its full part in the most ardu-
ous of the ‘imperial policing’ cam-
paigns. In the Korean War it pro-
vided part of an integrated Com-
monwealth Division company, one of

whose SIB men tracked down a sto-
len vehicle to a Korean police captain
who killed himself rather than lose
face by admitting the theft.

In Northern Ireland the corps
strength has grown from a small
company of 31 in 1969 to two regi-
ments totalling 935 in 1975.

Seeley, Service & Cooper, 196 Shaf-
tesbury Avenue, London, WC2H 87L,
£12.50 RLE
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For nothing

‘The Lessons of Vietnam’ (Edited by
W Scott Thompson and Donaldson D
Frizzell)

The frustration in the United States
over Vietnam produced against the
military a backlash which some see as
a threat to national security. It was a
natural reaction. The countrv had
never been united in its views on
American involvement in Indo-China
and frustration and anger, possibly
some shame, had to follow defeat and
the stark realisation that this long war
had been fought for nothing.

In this wide-ranging symposium,
31 contributors hold an inquest on
the Vietnam war. They include
Ambassadors Francis Galbraith and
Henry Cabot Lodge, General Wil-
liam C Westmoreland and Major-
General George Keegan, Sir Robert
Thompson, Admiral Elmo R Zum-
walt and a galaxy of professors, col-
onels and other experts.

In the Sixties, America’s lack of a
counter-insurgency capability was a
fact, yet the convincing argument
presented in this book is that by 1972
the Americans and the South Viet-
namese had won the unconventional
war; the Vietcong had ceased by then
to be a serious contender for power.

North Vietnam’s conventional
Easter offensive was beaten back but
in 1975, when they swept south
again, they achieved a conventional
victory.

The arguments and discussion will
go on for many years vet but no one
studying this war or American
foreign policy in the mid-20th Cen-
tury, can afford not to read this
thought-provoking book.

Macdonald & Fane’s Publishers Lid, §
Shepherdess Walk, London, N1 JLW,
£10.50 JCw

Crimea

‘Nurse Sarah Anne with Florence
Nightingale at Scutar’ (Robert G
Richardson)

A very moving story of the dif-
ficulties, sufferings, anguish,
squalor, shortages and Christian

charity in the British hospitals at
Scutari during the Crimean War. The
first third of the book sets the scene,
telling the story of the hospitals, the
doctors, the nurses under Florence
Nightingale and the medical supply
difficulties.

The body of the volume is from the
journal of Sarah Anne Terrot, an
Anglican sister and one of the 38
nurses who accompanied Miss Night-
ingale to Scutari. It tells a very
human story of the conditions, the
acute sufferings of the men, their
forbearance, the high death rate, the
inadequacies of diet and clothing, of
untrained nursing orderlies and of
the gentler and more understanding
approach of the sisters. It also reveals
the comradely and unselfish feelings
among the wounded.

A human and very readable docu-
ment that is a record of times and
conditions now thankfully past.
Fohn Murray (Publishers) Lid, 50
Albemarle Street, London, W1X 4BD,
£4.95 GRH

Empire maker

‘The Victorian Army at Home' (Alan
Ramsay Skelley)

This is an attempt to discover what
made the British soldier ‘tick’ in the
second half of the 19th century. He
was the front-line maker of Empire
and therefore the criterion by which
people overseas judged Britain and
the British. Yet at home he was often
looked upon as a wastrel, ignorant
and low caste.

Much research has gone into the
background of living conditions,
health, clothing, quarters, education
within the Army, discipline, crime,
pay, allowances, stoppages, pensions
and recruitment. The result is a
rather depressing picture of the
Army. :

There are many tables of statistics
to augment and prove the con-
clusions. In spite of the poor quar-
ters, low pay, high stoppages, drun-
kenness, and the recruitment of
many undesirable characters, the
ex-soldier of the time, when he met
his pals on pension day, is still
recorded as saying : “By stop-tap

" most of us had said what utter fools

we had been to leave the Service, and
that if we had our time over again, we
would not leave the Army until we
were damned well kicked out of it,”
Croom Helm Ltd, 2-10 St Fohn's
Road, London SW1I, £9.95 GRH
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Clue 1. Experience has shown that the
training and experience you can claim
can lead to quick promotion and a fine,
worthwhile career. Clue 2. You can enjoy
a regular home life in a job where you
won't feel like a fish out of water.

Clue 3. Northumbria Police needs you.

L
So if you're under 40 or slightly more in.
certain instances, and at least 172cm "
(6°8") tall, 162cm (5 4") for women it .
could be just what you need. Start at

£2530 a year plus up to £736 married L |
rent allowance or free housing, and free
uniform. Good pension too. Send for

details to "

Recruitment, Northumbria Police,
Freepost, Ashington, NE63 8BR.

(No postage stamp needed). '

Name
Address

BOOKS IN BRIEF

‘The Crucial Years 1939-1941’ (Han-
son W Baldwin) *

Very readable and overflowing with
facts. The author was military and
naval correspondent for the New
York Times for nearly 40 years to
1968 and has written a number of
books on World War Two.

Here he reviews the three years at
the beginning of the world conflict,
touching on the main characters
involved and the political and
economic background. Sea, land and
air battles are dealt with in detail and
there are eyewitness accounts as well
as personal memories.

The 18 maps well support the text
and a block of 27 pictures portrays
action and helps to pinpoint the era.
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 11 St Fohn's
Hill, London, SW11 1XA, £12.50

‘The Samuwrai: A Military History’
(§ R Turnbull)
This lavishly illustrated book
describes the elaborate dress and
code of behaviour of the samurai.
Every important battle and campaign
is analysed and the reader is taken
through the rise of the samurai from
semi-legendary figure to greatness
and power and on to the siege of
Osaka Castle in 1615 which brought
significant changes not only to
samural military tactics but also in
their social status.

The book is full of anecdotes and
sidelights on the way of life of the
samurai.

Osprey Publishing Lid, 12-14 Long

Acre, London, WC2E 9LP, £8.00

‘The Army in Victorian Society’ (Guwyn
Harries-Fenkins)

Mr Harries-Jenkins seeks to inform
us at enormous length about what
was amiss with the Army during the
last century and how its faults were
ultimately revealed in what we all call
the Boer War. If you agree with his
between-the-lines criticisms of the
way the Victorians ran, admired or
simply tolerated their Army, you will
have the satisfaction of having your
opinions confirmed. If you resent his
implications, it will provoke you to
screaming,

Whatever it did and however it was
composed, the Victorian Army was of
its age and it did its stuff. Its record
— and there were few blemishes —
suited its time.

Routledge & Kegan Paul, Broadway
House, Newtown Road, Henley-
on-Thames, Oxon, RG9 1EN, £5.50

‘Swords in Colour’ (Robert
Wilkinson-Latham)

There are some fine colour photo-
graphs in this handy sized volume of
swords of medieval and modern
times, even Bronze Age blades, dag-
gers and spearheads. There are also
line drawings explaining the parts
and the make-up of swords and their
scabbards.

The text covers seven chapters,
one being devoted entirely to Scottish
weapons, another to dirks, knives
and daggers, and one to bayonets.
The longest chapter covers the mili-
tary sword and includes extensive
research into the weapons of Britain,
France, Belgium, Netherlands, Prus-
sia, Germany, Austria, Russia, Asia,
Siam, China, Japan, India, Scan-
dinavia, the United States and South
America.

Blandford Press Lid, Link House,
West Street, Poole, Dorset, BHIS
ILL, £3.50

Swords

_in colour

ot Wiklehhson<Latham

Specindist phot:
Jehai Senrle Ao

‘Brinish Military Museums and Evenis
in the Silver Fubilee Year

The increasing interest by the general
public in military museums is well
reflected in this informative booklet.
It contains details of some 136 regi-
mental, Services and special
museums such as the German Mili-
tary Underground Hospital and the
museum of German military equip-
ment — both in Jersey — with a brief
description of most collections.

A slim 40-page publication, it
should prove a welcome aid to the
many ex-servicemen who are visiting
Britain to relive old regimental, air
squadron or naval memories. A
Jubilee calendar of military displays
and events and a helpful selection of
booklets for the tourist rounds off
this thoroughly useful little guide.
English. Tourist Board, 30p. Available
at most tourist information centres or by
post from SOLDIER at 40p




Electronic and Mechanieal

Engineers

Bring vour service skills
to Marconi Radar

in Chelmsford.

If you’re looking for a

» . Development

civilian job in which you can ‘*Engineering
make the most of your service § - 5 ;
experience, then Marconi ‘ ¢Systems Engmeermg
Radar can provide you with V Post Design
the sort of career Eng; A
opportunity that wili appeal ngineering
to you (male/female). Test Engineering

Our expertise in the field of .
radar technology is acknowledged MeCh?nlca!
world-wide and we are Europe’s Englneerlng

largest suppliers of air traffic

We’re looking for
control and air defence radar

sound electronics experience,

systems. but not necessarily including radar.

At our Chelmsford establishment
we're working on a wide variety of radars
for applications throughout the world. We

A capacity for creative thought and
innovative ability is especially

desirable.

provide a complete capability from initial
development of equipment for complete
systems, through design, manufacture, test,
installation,

commissioning and on to
service and maintenance.

kY

Our work is
wide-ranging
and can provide
= really

* Interesting

and pragressive
career
opportunities
in such areas as:

We offer highly competitive
salaries and an attractive range of
benefits including assistance with
relocation.

Write for more details of the
opportunities available to James Vallee,
Personnel Officer, Marconi Radar Systems
Limited, Freepost, Chelmsford, CM1 3BR
(no stamp required).

A GEC-Marconi Electronics Company

ISBN 0 11 724698 0



ECULEY ) agw
TWARY 2
..Fl‘..'.' 4

™

¥
N
#

BALT T
FARRIILR

& 4;\*:1 ¥

N AW






