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S th Britbb Army prepared for an 

e o r p ~  f o m  bllncd for 1.slrs of 

The case for a strategic assault corps, as a permanent part of 
the British Army, is put by the author of a book on Otto 
Skorzeny, once hailed as ‘‘the most dangerous man in Europe” 

rmortbodos war? 
Doa it need a strategic nadsmlt 

excepthod h.zsrd and dcliary,a m r p  
d’slire of dotcrm and kidnap 
p c n ‘ n d y t 0 o p c n t e f a r k h i . d  This regiment is now turning 
the ucmy’n Usee (or mybody away volunteers. A second 
eke’s ha)? Special Air Scrvia Regiment 

I 
The case for such a corps 

is vigorously and eloquently 
argued in a new book d d b i n g  
the exploits of Otto Skoneny, 
who at the close of World War 
Two occupied a post in Ger- 
many roughly corresponding to 
that of Major-General Sir 
Robcrt Laycock, then Chief of 
Combined Operations. Its title 
is “Commando Extraordinary” 
(Longmans, 15s) and its author 
is Charles Foley, who has had 
many long talks with Skoneny. 
Mr. Foley’s arguments are 
strorqly supported in a fore- 
word by General Laycock, now 
Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief of Malta. 

Ahcr telling of the exploits 
of Otto Skorzeay, Mr. Foley 
reminds his readers of the dazzl- 
ing feats performed in the late 
war by the Special Air Service 
(“Stirlmg and Stirling”), in many 
theatres. “At paltry cost the 
nation had acquired a weapon 
which destroyed hundreds of 
aircraft and thousands of 
vehicles and earned an incalcul- 
able profit in demoralising the 
enemy.” Those benefits would 
have b a n  much higher, Mr. 
Foley says, if the proper use of 
the Special Air Service had been 
understood from the start. 

Yet, as soon as the war was 
over, the Special Air Service was 
disbanded. In 1950 a phoenix 
rose from the ashes in the shape 
of a Tcrritonal regiment, which 
inherited its traditions along 
with those of the Artists Rifles. 

was later raised to fight in 
Malaya. But Mr. Foley and ex- 
Colonel David Stirling, whom 
he has consulted, are not satis- 
fied. The new Special Air Ser- 
via,  they feel,’ is but a shadow 
of what it might have ban .  

A strategic assault corps. Mr. 
Foley emphasises. would differ 
from the Commandos. whose 
rBle is tactical--”they provide 
the spearhead of conventional 
attack on enemy coastlines.” 
Strategic troops, intended for 
feats- of audacity, bluff and un- 
predictability far behind the 
enemy lines, would be wasted in 
this r81e, runs his argument. 

Now what does General 
Laycock say? Endorsing Mr. 
Foley’s view that “no army 
welcomes the freebooter, he 
recalls that the Commandos 
were maintained “in spite of the 
War O h  . . . the early units 
owed their ex,istena to the 
goading of Sir Winston 
Churchill and the persistena of 
Sir John Dill.” Later brilliant 
use was made of Commandos 
by far-seeing high commanders; 
but after the war, “most of OUI 
military authorities were openly 
delighted to see the disbandment 
of the Army Commandos.” 

Though partial amends have 
since b n  made (Commandos 
are  now a Royal Marines 
responsibility) it is time, General 
Laycock says, for another step 
forward in the’realm of strategic 
shock attack. 

The .introduction of nudear 

explosives makes surprise 
assaults all too likely. Small 
numbers of picked men “may 
find ways of introducing atomic 
weapons, among others, into 
their enemy’s stronghold, even in 
advance of the outbreak of war.” 

Mr. Foley’s book appears just 
as a war-time ex-raider (with a 
kidnapping to his credit) is 
appointed to the War Office as 
Financial Secretarv: Mr. Fitzrov 

a very important job for which, 
1 am sure, there will be very 
great scope in any future war.” 

Those are the arguments for 
the shock force. Now for prac- 
tical difficulties. Many will 
wonder how such a force is to 
be kept in training in years of 
pace.  Usually the daring, un- 
conventional spirits demobilise 
themselves when a war is over. 
How can thev be retained? How ~ ~~ ~ 

Maclean (see pagi  7). ~ A look can they piache coups in peace- 
at Hansard reveals that since the time? Whom can they kidnap? 
war he has more than once Mr. Foley argues that a 
argued the nced for permanent strategic corps would “earn its 
raiding forces. He reminded keep by dashing off to meet 
Mr. Shinwell in 1948 that one of ‘emergencies’ in different parts 
his brother otliccrs. drawing of the world,” smothering 
captain’s pay, destroyed with his trouble at its source. He thinks 
own hands“and acsrtain amount that daring spirits might be 
of high explosive” over 100 recruited by offering them “the 
enemy aircraft-good value for remote but alluring hobbies of 
money, Mr. Maclean thought. the rich: flying, mountaineering, 
In 1952 he pointed out that ski-ing, yachting. foreign travel 
modern armies and their - such  bait as no recruiting 
weapons, for all their destructive poster ever dangled.” The more 
power, were highly vulnerable to intcllcctual soldiers could 
well-planned and WeUcxecuted research into the minds and 
attacks. “Small-scale r a  i methods of potential enemies. 

THE ASTONISHIN6 rr.rn A- a 

Om d tlu d-nn d tin Long Ronp Desut Group. who helpad the sp.Cloi Alr knia 
to bring mony o daring soup for M i n d  the emmy i i n a  in the Wastwn D- 

TFo SKORZENY became an madbdos mMia only by 

His subacqucDt pdpoatura am absorbitjgly told in 
~ d t a b e i B @ i n ~ b u h a ~ b s R r b . t .  

that th British had got s o m e  winter sports hotel 6OOO feet up 
thine W I m  he heud of the on a crag, to whicb the only 
comm.nd0 raid .on Rommd‘s means of wu a funicular 
desert bcadquartus. abortive railway. Against rxpm advice 



fascination. The British 

Army sampled some curious 

and distinguished vintages 

in its search for the ideal 

staff car a g e n e k h  ago 

In tm, this lid (0 the Army. Two of the Lanchwter family 
am IWI in the back. Ww%. Fdncar6, C d d e n t  of Fmnca. ut. d OR a 
vhit to huKk fnnMtm troop. in WO& War Om The wr: a Roiis-hyca. 

w d  

A CAR 
AEiden thst a * A m y  comMm& 
codd ride in one of tLor ncw-fangkl 
h o n e k s a r r l q a . r r i t h a t l o r d  

A general‘s place was on a horse. 
Yet, in 1902, a distinguished cavalryman- 

Sir ;ohn Frenchl lowed him& to be photo- 
graphed at Aldershot sitting in whet is gaersll 

about the occasion is not on record. Not till ten 
years later, however, was the fvst luxury staff 
car (high commanders. for the use of) “passcd 
out” on Brooklands race-treck. 

The Army had been flirting with mechanical 
transport for some time before the stpg car 
came on the m e .  The Royal B y n a r s  
ordered their fvst traction engine, ‘Steam 
Sapper,” in 1868 and a second in 18l2 The 
second “Steam Sapper” went off to war in the 
Ashantr campaign of 1873, was landed at ape 
Coast Castle, but quld not operate over the 
West African tracks and dried its activities 
to sawing timber. The, of Royal &gin- 
e m  steam transport m Sonth Africa in 1899 
led to the setting up of the Mechanical Transport 
canmittoe. 

Field-Marshal Sir Evelyn Wood. then 
Adjutant-General, gave a lead by writing: “I 
advocate that the Committee should not aim at 
finality of perfedcm in the vehicles for adoption 
by the War Departmat. To do so would be to 
defer to the Grdc Kalcnds the prospect of get- 
ting motor-transport for Army purposes.” 
C‘Grak Kalends” = neyer.) 

OtherswrrealsoJookingahcpdin1WO. A 
Lieuteaantcolonel Otfried Layriz of the Ger- 
mau Army, in a book tranalatcd into &gush, 
sugLestedthatlightmotorcarswhicbwcreused 
for motor-racing, acltieving avmge Spkds of 
1615 rmlcs M hour and top speeds of 27-28 
miles M hour, might be employed for setting up 
a courier service. He was dubious, however, 
whthsr  they would achicve good results over 
roada encumberd with troopq and went on: 
‘”l’hcre should be no illusiocl that map stud* 
and +ins one’s +ings cau be d w e  without 
stoppm& for the h~gh spad makes it impossible 
to read a map or use field glusses, even if one is 
not occupied in 
the mota will. in the ong m, get over m01c 
ground in the day than the honc-rider or the 
cyclist can.” 
This was the M o d  in wh ie  thestehm motor- 

car rivalled the pctrol-engmed vebidt.  he 
Army teaded to favour the ~~r a o ~ e  
with an internal 

T dipllytuukalollltimetobe&abmk4l. 
conceded to be them stpg W. what he rei 

9 the car. the 
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At Vimy Rip King v~ v 
rodeinam theknmm 
haif .0(1 m n  The.ya’rl 1W7. 

a n  was bowled OYCT OMT or 
twice and bullets passed through 

1 it. but the, pehol did not catch 

in thsse ycars a delight to the 
‘cennoispaurs Cars: Arrot-JOht&on, of ancient motor- Swift, 

’ V*n, h n s t m n g - w b i m ,  
Crobsley, Wolaeley, Thorny- 
Croft were among them, besides 
thoae A Brush makes car already went to mentioned. 77 Can- 

P ~ Y .  A m y  Service Corps, the 

pany. formed in 1903 wia 12 
traction engines. 

There were various 
exercises to test cam 
~ p e r a t i ~ ~ l l y .  In 1908, 
some standard 30 horse- for the ‘GEN’ERAL wwer Shetlield Siimnlrz 

lire. Thc lists d whicles purchased 

’ mefhanical ttaneport calm 

----.r-- 
-&us towed 6 m milcc . to re* an ‘*&y*. 

- t h a t  in war-time petrol supplies should be organkd for war. Tbc near Grimsby, and averagsd 21 
qu ld  not be guarantad. decided that mechanical tram Army MotorReservecameinto miles ad hour. 00 arrival; None the leas, in its first report, port should be the responsibility b*n& campoeai of athusiastp Liurtenant-General Sir Herkrt 
in 1902, the Mechanical Trank of the Army Service Corps and with tk& own vehicleg It per- plumer and his staff s v e  the 
pon CanmittCe said that two in 1902 theC!orpswasproposing formed in the 1903 manoeuw guos a stiff wmination and 
psaol-driven motor-cars were a mechanical transport conpny  but no two of its cam were of U- p o m d  them none ’ the 
bsieg builr for use,in Alde@ot of eight traction agines, wth 80 adly .the same pattern, which w o w  for their exprime. 
and kekind. WO asslst the GOC‘s waeqos for them to tow, and 24 imposed ag insoluble -maintcn- Soon the &ooklnnds motor- 

1st  and 3rd.Corps motor-lorries - but no lieht ance problem. In time, flats of -ng - 
in insPechon duty.and also for motor-am. The reason for the hirears of the same panern home to msmbers of the Msc6- the use of StaE O f f i m  at man- omission was that the most use- were built up. By 1913 the Army anical Tramport C d m .  
m.ps, for which service it is fulmilitaryrolemochanicaltran- Motor Reserve had b a n  dis- There, in 1912, they watched 
aOaPated thcy will prove yery sport could pla was obviously banded and hirecars were used rritically as a m d - a - m  

ton limousine thundered round efficimt.” It was in one of these in carrying suppies and weapons, for the manoeuw. 
vehklea that Sir John French and perhaps troops, and so the The Mechanical Transport the circuit. IT WPI a 32.4 h o m  (later Field-Marshal the Earl of development of the staff car had Committee was becnning ip- power Maudslay, and had 

creasingly technical in its reports. alrrndy trasrlied the 123 Ym). posed for the historic totakesecondplace. 
By 1903 the Army had bought In 1907 it pronounced that “gov- from Coventry at an’aversge of 

hfa~t,theofficerwhor&ived four Wdscleys,aNapier,aLan- ernors to control road s p a d  20 &.an hour, and 13 miles 
the Amy’s 6rpt light mOtOr-car chester and a Brook. These cars would be too wmp+ted for to the gallon. 
was probably Lieutenant- had been distributed to V S ~ ~ O U S  praftical work:’ a . s t a m m t  ~o~it-&~,,j,,~itsfinpl colollel R. E. Crompton, Royal generals in command, except for which.will evoke a h d o w  laugh acceptance test for the dy. 
@@necrs. Colonel Crompton, a the Lanckter which the Com- from speed-minded Army drivers Over a half- 
member of the Committa. was mitta kept to drive to trials and of the 1950’s. The committee’s mile stretch, & 
busy dasislliog a steam. traction 
-ne for $e Amy. and a smpll Then were, as yet, few civilian. solemn account of an experiment World Wor OM QIV, ,,,,,,& 
steam motor-car was bought for cars on the roads, and the Army in which riee’bullets were fired Vauxkoli Wn fldd-hnhoi 
his experiments. LwdAlimbyintoConstanti~h. 

The Committa very quickly 

photollrpph. - ., test various mpLes of tyres. 

decided that what there were 

report for 1912-13 conhim a 

at a cin containing petrol. The 
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SOL DI ER h u m our 

“ I f  I con get up to clean this lampshade. sa can 
anylmhiy else.”- 
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