


















H O N O U R  
designed to withstand 1,he cold. This was living 
hard, with a vengeance. The most welcome 
slght was the rare glimpse of a bonfire. Luckiest 
were  those who were able to bed down in the 
much nought-after schoolrooms. And every man 
knew there was far colder weather to come. 

It  was a new kind of  warfare with which the 
Allies were faced; the swarming by night of  
thousands upon thousands of  the enemy. silently 
and on fool, over the hills and down the defiles. 
The Chinese could cuvci between 12 and  20 
miles ~n d night so that maps became useless by 
the morning. And inf i l t rc i t inn was not the only 
threat; there was frontal assault in suicide 
waves when the enemy tacticians so decided 
and  many American units had pald a heavy toll. 

Corrcspondents told many admiring stories of  

ropey" situation. Some men kicked footballs as 1 
how the British soldier acted in this "slightly 

the evacuating divisions came past, others 
larked with Korean children. Others again 

who had so often helped them - Iby giving up 
took pride in being able to help the Americans 

their blankets and medical supplies. Adve 
strengthened the bond. 

Wrote Bernard Wicksteed in the Doily 
prcss: "In the distant, difficult war on the < 
side 01 the earth it is the thin line of  sm 
(windpioof,camooflage) that makes you so p,.,.... 
of your  TBCC. You can dress up  the British 501- 
dier in anything you like hut he still wmains 
a mighty fine heritage." 

And while- that was being written the London 
Gazelle (announcing the award of the CBE to 
Brigadier Basil Coad) was recording that thc 
?7th Brigade had distinguished itself in every 
action in which i t  had taken part and had earn- 
ed much praise from its American commanders. 

The 29th knew that it had much to l ive up to. 
I t  was more powerfully equipped than the 27th. 
Its 8th Hussars had the heaviest tanks in Korea 

~ the new Centurions and flame-throwing - 
Cromwelle. 11s 45th Field Regiment RA had sL* - ~ %  
their 25-pounders-guns which the Commander- 
in-Chief, Far East assured his troops are still 
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the finest field guns in the world. i ts  Infantry 
were the Glowestershires (last troops out of 
blazing Pyonqyang. the enemy capital), the 
Royal Ulster Rifles and the Royal Northumber- 
land Fusiliers. 

Moreover, the 29th (which SOLDIER visited 
at Colchester last year) already had i ts  own 
fighting tradition to maintain. It was first form- 
ed in 1940 and served in Madagascar and Burma. 
After dishandment it W R S  formed again by Bri- 
gadier T. Brodie who revived the original flash 
~ a white rinq on a hlack background. 

. 
The picture which tells its own eloquent tale of Tomrude and  comradesn,p: o 
wounded soldier of the Argyllr is helped by two mater towards on ambulance. 

Lighter moment :  British Infantrymen (one wearing (I Chinese 
officer's cap) try out a captured Communist machine-gun. 

Private N. Downing, ofDorlington,emigrated to Australia. After only (I 
week there he volunteered for Korea. Now he's in hospital in Japan.  















ay soldier under tmin- 
ing scored three hib with three shofs. I 
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THE AIRDROP BEGAN AT K U T -  

1 tail@ane, and below it 01 
ground a big 7Bd "E" 

Meanwhile' the fd. 
despatcher slid another 
case down the floor af 
the ' a6t towards his 
matd%*ey grabbed it 
and there was feverish 

I m I 

I !--- I 
bustle as they jockeyed 

HB PAP willbe deUghtedto It into position and fixed its "T fly SOLDIER trom Kllala static line to the side of the air- 
Luuw~r la Ipoh," said the Me- me&. Then, hair whipping about 
phona "They are making mppIY their beads in the wind, they 
drops la the King's Own York- waited for the bdl.to go again. 
&Ire lr&t Infantry and they will So it went on, until DZ Easy bad 
land you on the way he&"' 
ear lyarning The Dakota mist. clunbed wh=n ove1 it lost the zone Finding took the only second a few dropping minutes. 

height again, the Perak river, The Pilot's hand Went UP to give 
khaki-yellow, wound below. the three warning bells as a red 

The pilot reached up to the " K  appeared on the ground. 
roar of the cockpit and pulled a Watchm fiW= moved near the 
q,,qteh; the navbator opened the " K :  a reception committee for 
door of the COmnament the rations. The pilot's hand went 

had its quota. t' .. 
. .  . .  . I  

On a Malayan dropping zone, men af the KOYU 
walt far their rations. Below: The rations arrive. A 
parachute lands on another KOYLl droDoina zone. 

minutes ,before we gei@hem," he 
roared in explanation. indicating 
the despatchers with his thumb 

Now the tree-tops aeemedvery 
close. They rose and feIl as the 
aircraft passed over some low 
hills. and swayed from side to 
side as the pilot circled to find 
the first dropping Zoqe. If anyone 
was going to feel airsick. now 
was the time. 

In the freight cabin, a huge 
case was standing by the open 
door-space. A static line ran 
from its parachute to a bar by 
the door. 

The corporal offered a monkey 
belt - a wide web belt wlth a 
long strap that clipped to the 
fuselage. "Just to stop you from 
falling out," someone expialned. 

The corporal sat on the floor 
behind the case, with a des- 
patcher on each side. Then an 
electric bell sounded loudly, 
Uuee Umes. The despatchers tilt- 
ed the case on the edge of the 
doorway and held it there. The 
bell rang once more and they 
tipp6d it over. There was a slap 
as the static line tautened. then 
the case disappeared. A moment 
later there was a glimpse of a 
red parachute underneath the 

sharply, &e pilot a looklng back 
at the falling parachute as be 
turned for his second run. The 
navigator looked up from hts own 
little window. made a circle of 
his thumb and forefinger and? 
called out "Bang on." Five more 
runs, and DZ King bad had Its 
full load. 
As the Dakota liked her nose, 

the pilot pointed to starboard: 
much higher up, another D%ota 
circled over a hillside to'make 
a dropping run. A mile or two 
f8rther on, the pilot pointed 
again: a red streak of scorched 
leaves showed where other air- 
craft had bombed and shot up a 
bandit hide-out. 

The Dakota touched down 
gently on 1poh airfield to drop 
its passenger. Two minutes later 
i t  w a s  off again, to pick up 
another cargo of rations. 
FOOTNOTE: When SOLDER 

.visited the King's Own Y o W r e  
Light Infantry a few days later. 
they reported it had been a 
successful airdrop. But they 
could not resist recalling another 
one which had brou ht the- 
Gurkha rations by mist&. What 
did they do about It? Lived on 
Gurkha rations. 
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On a lo table In a private mom at the Impviol War Museum, membera of the Milhry, 
HMorlt#Socleiy set out a few offheir more portable imaww far each &er to admire. 
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i .,;e,, friend gave him a graieshot said 
to have been picked up at  Water- 
loo. To it he has added a German 

heel-lock dated l588.and one of 
e famous Ferguson breechload- 
g flint-lock rifles of 17f5. 
A husband and wife are  mem- 
rs. They are  Mr. and Mrs. J. 
. Young, of Stroud Green. Mr. 1.: Young, collects who model was soldiers, in the of RAMC, which 

he has about 1000, and his wife 
collects buttons and badges. 

Other badge collectors include 
Squadron-Leader A. J. Green. of 
Stevenage. who also has about 
600 Army and Navy medals, and 
the Society's secretary, Mr. Ernest 
Martin. who has amassed a big 
collection during the past 30years. 

Probably the best collection of 
formation signs owned by one 
individual - 540 in all - is that 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Howard 
Cole, who has written two books 
on the subject. 

A connoisseur of swords is 
Major A. N. Ingram, of Epsom. 
In his big collection are some 
rare Chinese ones and a gold pre- 
sentation sword given to Major- 
General Thomas Dundar by the 
people of Guernsey in 1791. 
The Society runs a quarterly 

bulletin edited by Mr. W. Y. Car- 
man, of Ewell. to whom. historical 
research is a full-time job. Fre- 
quently his knowledge is sobght 
by regiments and museums. And 
he has been commissioned to 
make model figures for the 
Festival of Britain. 
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:apt01 W. fdwards collech 
reaman iwte ir?ke uniforms. a miniature Already mweum hls E 

uroup-Laproin n. c. coiiier-bales 
Medal underthe magnifying glass: holding it (first military campaign: 1882) has 
is Mr. R. H. Blethyn, treasurer ofthe Society. more than 100 native weapons. He is a 

member of the Legion of Frontiersmen. 

The bulletin advertises articles 
wanted and "for exchange." C 
member seeks a George 
gorget; the Imperial War Muse 
asks for an embroidered cloth 
collar badge of a Methodist 
Scripture Reader. and a cap- 
badge of the Long Range Desert 
Group. Another announcement 
regrets that Lieut-Col. V. Per' 
koff ("Popski") has no  Priv 
Army badge left. 

Besides the Military Historical 
Society, there are  the Society of 
Army Historical Research and the 
Military Antiquarian Society, two 
bodies which cover rather differ- 
ent. fields. Some enthusiasts he- 
long to all three. 

... . ._ 
M1.L.R. Bradley.Diredor-Genera1,lmperial WarMureum, 
sees a demonstration of a n  ophicleide (one-lime mili- 
tary instrument) by Mr. €. Martin. secretary of the Society. 

A man with an  eye for  (I sworn 
Major A. N. Ingram. But  his interest ex- 
tends to  bayonets, daggers and pistols. 
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