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THE LONG PULL 
above f6r not obtainingtheiup- 

ting units. They might look to be proud of; I wuld not rate ply nels," througb says the the author. propar "I replied chan- 

Be8rCorows. !ut they l d e d  my Lc8cralship hi@. Thc only that I never wanted to find a 
like soldiers too. t a b o f ~ h i p t s s u c e s s , a n d  m e  proper channel for help 

The survivors bad an un- Ibadwcceededindoiaawthina wheninneedthanthosecolcutta 

Ftdd-Marahal Mid to himself: 
"If anyone brings IBC a bit of 
good news 1 shsll biwt into 
bars." H c w a s ~ p u t t o t h e  

The d v m  of tiut xlo-mile 
'rareat, British, Iadkn and 
Gurkha, wcw ..d ragal.  . "Y?& as .+ey trudged bctriod 

otficas~groups 

their arms and kept thdr ranks, 
they wen atill rccognkble as 

b 

' t a r  

~~~, tbeyaearried 

friudyw&me.&aawysai& Ibadattemptsb" - - 
'The slogan in India aoems to be. Wbca t b  author-aW, bg the 
'Isn't that Burma Arm amihita- way. a otlbntantivc cdonel--took 
tcdyaT" ThcM-dwh0h.d ovetarmmpadof14thArmy,his 
pmccded them had given thm a forces strctfhsd over 700 miles 
bad name. M h b l y  they fromthechinafrontkrtothe 
bivouacked in the willirrg mon- Bay of Bagd. "it w& fairly he 
soon rain. "For mpdf," says daaibed as &nuc of the world's 
Fuld-MarshalSlim,"Ibadiltt* wonrt EoueQy, breeding the 

world's wont diacasss and baving 
for half the year at Least the 
world's worst dimate." To try to 
command it from Calcutta was 
like controlltn~ from h d o n  a 
700-mile ba e front in the 
Italian Alps, without roads and 

camn So Field-Mar- 
shal his ~ q u a r -  
W f o m r d  

railways pnd with only ndimm- 
tary k+?pphic and wirelm 

jute men." 
Backing Field-Marshal Slim 

waa a g a d  whose name is too 
little known among the architects 
of victory in World War Two, 
and the Field-Marshal pays 
generous tribute to him. This was 
Ocoeral Sir Gcorge Giffard, the 
publicity-hating Com%nander-in- chid of India's Esbtrm Amy, 
"a tall, good-looking man in the 
lafc tiItics, who had obviously 
kept himself pbysiosuy and 
mentally in 6rst-darrs condi- 
tion.. . he knew hisstuff andhe 

H th and morale were the 
critical problem. In 1943, for 
every man evacuated with 
wounds, 124 were evacuated sick. 
To avoid sending these men to 
the rear a m  Malaria Forward 
Treatmat Unifs were formed. 
Whcn mepacrine was 6rst intro. 
d u d  and men found thnnselves 

among troops that greets every 
new rcrtl.dy--thc drug would 
render them impotent-xo, ofien, 
the little tablet waa not mal- 
lowed." Field-Marshal Slim held 
surprise checks of units to &- 
wvcr by medical m e a ~ ~  whsther 
the drug had been taken. "If the 
overall result was lcss than 
ninety-five per cent positive I 
sacked the commanding offiar. 
I d y  had to sack three, by tbn 
the rest had got my meaning." 

The author denias the rumour 
that he chose to 6ght in the most 
diseace-ridden spots b u s e  
British anti-diwase measure 
were bener than those of the_- 
Japanese. 

Morale was built up, not by 
written d m  01 broadoast 
wedm but by pbond talks 
bctwean commanders and men. 
"I was in these Arst few months 
more like a parliamentary candi- 
date than a general-cxccpt that 
I never made a promise," says 
Field-Marshal Slim. 

It is well-known that Field- 
Marshal Viscount Montgomcry 
kept a picture of Rommel in his 
caravan. Field-Marshal Slim had 
a photograph of the ugly Japan- 
ese general Kawabe on the wall 
of his office, facing his dcsk. 
When he needed cheering, he re 
Eccted that "whichever of us was 
the cleverer gened, I was, at an3 
rate, the better-looking." At the 
end of the war the Field-Marshal 
had more than Kawabe's photw 
graph - he had that gened 's  
sword over his 
mantelpiece. 

turning usuai yeuow whispering "e campaign was the 

- 
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An in6nite amount of work 
bad to bedone before the Uplll- 
sioa of the Japanese wuld be 
atlcmptcd. Great mpds had to be 
built to the'ligkhg fronts. New 
sourca5 of foal, qm45auy meat, 
wcn d. Thc Calcutta jute 
firm9 WNC cIuxIIIlp0.d to pro- 

monk oed then the gear gm- 
psi@ whifs &td in the re- 
captrve of Mandalay and Ran- -. 

Thebooks t r r tsw i th the  
author as a W o a d  oomman- 
dg in Iraq: His firstpmglapb 
givas the spirit of the bodr: 

"It is good fun coannandhg a. 
division.. . J l  U one ofthcfom 
b c 3 t w m ~ i n t h c s a v i c b  
a platoon, a baualion, a divish, 
and amy. A platoon. bacsusc 
It ia yourfirstooanrrand. b.QW 
you am yetug, and bcpuse, if 
you arc any good, you know 
the men in it batsr than their 

is thebesmallest formation that is I 
unn lete orchema of war and 
the Lm in wbkh every man 
can know you. An army. became 
the creation of ita spirit and ita 
lcsdenhip in battle @ve you the 
grcatcd unity of unotio~l  and 
intellectual cxpcrkncc that can 
Mall a nun." 

'Ihcsc arc not the words d a 
fire-cam but of a man who b e  
licvcs that, if we must have war. 
w may .B wll fight it like 
s d d h .  
From Iraq the F i i - M . n b . l  

was ordmd cad fa a new task. 
which turned out to be that of 
conducting the withdrawal of 
Burma Corps into India. He had 
one stroke of luck, and that was 
all. By a wick of fate, probably 
without paralkl, his two divi- 
sional couumndm .hod botb 
sorvtd with him in tbe 6th 
Gurkhas, and in the 1st Battalion 
at that. "So unique a m  
demanded tbat the corpe be bril- 
liantly succcsafuL Alu, .so were 
thoroughly defeated." 

With the Japanwe inv.sion. 
Burma was dismtegrating. The 
civil machine waa running down, 
B u m ~ o c  unit8 .were dg.ltjng. 
Geocral Alexander wps plmoa 
captured in the evpcuPtioll of 
Rangoon, w+g "p only 
to lack of imaslnatlon by a 
J a w h  commander. With 
e l y  skin. and mono(my, the 
junglc-wiae Ja d their 
road-bloct t c c G  +nst tbe 
British. Military in- was 
of.the scootiut; olrly one odica 
could read mid spsak Japanese 
r-abty well. At OIK stqp the 

diup bwk .of the WT. dentinthatdirwti&,too.' m o t h  do and love them as 
"Defeat Into VmtorY" (Cmdl. It U the story of the long bittex much. A hattdioo. bspusc it is 
25s). withdrawal of 3ritish forces a unit with a life ef its own; 

SavefalothW oo~~pll- from Burma toIndi+the bloody whether good or bsddcpnds on 
d6rn of Werld Ww%c-indud- stand at Impbal and Kohirrm, the you alone; you at last have a real 
ing Lmd Almanda and Lord slow build-up af akcugth lad wmmand.Adiviaion,bocsuseit 

-_- 

MUCLEAR WAR-THE S L i M  VIEW 
W B A T  bthc W tnimbg f a r  m a c k  mrhrrl The Fi&-Marah.l isfirmlp against the raising of 

ysdrvg Y 8 1..1 seem'' l r ~ l  F*ld-M.rah.l srmoipl forca, or SOclllLd carp &lite. Any well- 
s* WBtb.l Slim, 'U8h4 (ena31i. aM.lq.. trained Infantry baUalion, he says, shwld be able 

to do what a commando can do. 
devices is as smsibk as to 
, initia- fonn a Royal cbrps of'rspnben and say,that 

leadembip takas no soldier who docs not wear tts gran hat nth a 
loaga." bunch of oak leaved Suck in it shauld be expected 

He &inks that d-ned troops who are to climb a tree:' 
pared to jettison dl but 68hting casw~tiala will be 
able to make their way safely tbrougb evm the spccg sabotage and subvcrsivepart+s, -322 

the chaas of atom hombm. i n v g  rrdgoaoe lnovanml, 
V i  will go to the tough, rcsowccfd enemy, kidnapping individual8 o e d m t t i n g  

Infantryman-but the easier, mre gadget-filled intelligence. They wiH require -many quaUtiea and 
life becanca. the harder it tviU be to producehim. skills not to be expwted of the ordinary sddier." 
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Hemaka oneexo(pti0ll: thsrrwill be 
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“There you ar& Tany Curtis when 
he was six months old.” 

k’ cc; - DOG *TRAININ C 
“His methods are a trifle 
unorthodox, but he certainly 

gets results.” 
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K*uyp” 

“ I  hope rhis little Current Affairs discussion has 
left us with something to ponder over.” 

11 J 
“This medal, Sergeant ?-Best 
Bermondsey baby for 1936.” I 

r 

”My pop’s bigger than youi pop.” 
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