






















IrWrEm-PlFlY... SOLDIER 
to Soldier man has begun to covet the 

leek brt Bat howtsrbackt 
Today, when the Infantry- 

Gunner's radar. when sob- - marines cm launch &rat+ 
spheric rockets, when mis- 

sflw cau pilot their own way to tbe target, when a town 
can be wiped out w&th one bomb, comparLons with the 
worid-at-uas of 1850 are all but imposnfbla 

wrsntng the British Anmy of 17% to that of law is akin to 
lircaing one stage mach witll anotheri to compare the Amy 
of 1054 with that d 19% is like comparing adage cwch to a 
diaalku 

Jn 1850 the BdtWl Army had becm nmtmg for 35 years, ever 
Ifllce the Battle of Waterloo. Six years after Napoleon received 
hi. quietus, tbe British Army had run dvm to loB,oW men- 
a record "low." It was rusting only in the metaphorical sew 
for what WM left of it had nevw glittered 60 brightly. The 
Prince Regent. a d  after him the Prince Consort, bad succeeded 
in giving Brit& an anmy wbich to modern eyes looks like 
something out of a murlcal comedy. 

Not until 1852 did +is gilded A m y  first begin to hold man. 
oeuvres, of a g d e m a u l y  klnd. Two p a r s  later it w x  to find 
itselb locked in a major European war - a g a b t  the Ru.rr1.w 
in the Crimea. l b l s  does not mean that all its regiments had 
wen no active service. In threa conUnenh the pacification of 
"the looser breed. without the law" had been in progres. 

* * *  
N Soalb Atdccl. d y  bssdnd y e u  .so. lldthb .aMten 

In New Zedd tae Brst of the Maoli Wan waa just over. 
In mina B r i m  battaliom were garrfsoning the recently acqjred 
i8land of Hong-lhq. In India the second of the bloody S W  
Wan had been emled, amd tbe Punjab was secured for BritUB 
India. w1i  to come were many more Indxan wars - and the 
MUtiUy. 

in any 
Of these terrltorie8, with the notable exception ol Hang-Kong. 

usf hehm S850 tCan was an Important devdopment is (Le J dmcbm d lbe MUsh Army, 1-d 81 enUsUmg lor Me a 
p.. COlM n4n oa#or kn yean. Thla had UC effect ot a m r t .  
1.lr a r . lh .  btoar e lua  of wld&r to the colopn. to leaven 
the rab 01 W e  rLo bad edisted becamso e e y  kd @ 
(Larel*g. or xou. I d 0  bo6Ue. 
Tbe lash d o m e d  diretpline. but no lash was needed in 

battle. It was a tough army. in every sense. Witbin the ]if& 
le now living, there flourished a British general - 

XZn,"sP. '-0 of Debt" - d o  a man in two ip 
a nrnaing Wt, and who ret the head of an executed rebel 
chief w h t  desk when interviewlug restive trlhal leaders. 

But tough as they came in tboae days. general aid private 
dke. people were already saying tbat the British soldier was 
his country's beat arebasnrdor. 

* * *  

I wan nwq tLslr 1LM rt.tta wu; by 1853 the trtba. 
WEm -down to an O n M q  CfIJm. 

Today tbe writ of the Britid Army no longer 

, * * *  

OMB ol the hardest pwph to photagrapb are MtbL 

"I've seea fellowe advanung under Ere. looking dog-weary and 
anxious and deternuned - just as you'd want them for a re- 
vmllng photograph. Then, just as 6oon as aey've caught *ght 
of the camera, they would start griimhg and sticking thex 
thpunbs up, and all that they Wue really feelw wad lost."- 
Belt Hardy, of Pjdure-PoM, writing in Photography. 

"S Bomen im action. 

Sohffer, nveatjng In Mday, 
Do not foolle in the tray. 
Death 1. there a1 twenty paces - 
Please efrein from puIhg faces. 
LcaVe the V-sign Our, you rogue, 
Don't you know ire not in vogue? 
Only those who cut no capers 
Get their pjclures in ihe papers. 

NE humble soldier to make hisfory in the year which has 0 just ended was the Irish cnerdanan ou dock-side duty 
who (according to the Army Quarterly) was charged vitb 
"redrleuly driving a bogie. and thereby c a m g  bodily harm to 
fifteen frozen carcasses and an diicer." 

Y 

* * *  

if I Might Make  m a Suggestion ... #I 

.,* All ranks sit down toaether at Ruxlev 
Towers, headquarters b'NAAFI, to di; 
cuss how Army canteens can be improved 

I :  

Command. The unit canteen wa8 
the COS responsibility and no- 
one else's, he sdded. 
"Yes. but does the command- 

ing officer have to use itP" 
asked Bombardier C. G. Reeves, 
Eastern Command. 

The viewpoint of Rhine Army 
was expressed by Serjeant S. 
Wilson, CRMP, who thought 'that 
a great deal of inter-regimental 
bad feeling would he aroused by 
NCOs from one regiment snoop- 
ing in the canteen of another. 
"Oh. I don't think so," replied 

Gunner G. Macdoneld. Scottish 
Command. "Five military police 
come into our canteen regularly 
and nobody takes any notice of 
t h m "  

A d .  "I could not convince the 
authorities that bottle coolers 
are a necessity in B r i W  

The manager of the home can- 
teen 6ervice. Mr. R .I. Wallace. 
was w a l l y  adamant that NAAFI 
should .Pot provide the coolers. 
He rnaihtained they should be a 
charge upon the State, a point of 
view which, he said. had already 
been recognised by the RAF. The 
discussion reached a deadlock on 
this issue and both aides agreed 
to take the problem higher. 

Another matter which %roused 
controversy was a suggestion that 
a small body of NCOs should 
be appointed to travel round 
their commands. inspecting the 
organisation and running of unit 
canteens and reporting hack to The only woman member d the 
the Amy member on the NAAFl. committee to make a propod 
Board of hfauagement. was Private M. J. F'hillips. WRAC 
"Most servicemen thinkNAAFl and it may or may not be signi- 

is a swindle." remarked Serjeant ficant that hers was the only 
E. Goodstadt of Western Corn- suggestion which was unanim- 
mand, who proposed the motion. ously approved. She advocated, 
"The fact that one of their own on behalf of Eastern Cmmand. 
comrades is empowered to h e  introduction of a 12-week 
examine the running of the unit sweet rationing card. 
canteetl and report on it will help Other innovations announced 
to eradicate that feeling." ' during the meeting were the 

Maj. N. S. Watkin-Williams of gr&ual provision of refriger- 
Scottish Command added that it ators in NAAFI grocery stores: 
would give the military member the issue of a whisky ration to 
a better idea of how things were officerq w m m t  officers and 

.going. He would get the benefit h j e a n t s  living out of me% and 
of the "low level look." the extension of aNAAPI delivery 

.___. 

~ X ; m r r o i  N. C. Cb rhn (in for round) 
I ,  e tlok wlth tk. Arm iuncli. 
Mejor J. H. G. Biaib ~pl,,.,ng thm 1. 

"How would the average corn- service tor isolated areas. 
manding officer react to a sort of Welcoming SOLDIER to the 
NCO suDer-snooDer from another meetha. Mafor-Genenal Brown- 
unit no&g aroGd his own can- john harke-d that it was most 
teen and telling him how to fitting that. the first Rem re- 
run itl" asked i.ieutenant<olonel presentatives to attend should he 
H. E. C. Weldon, of southem frDm the A ~ ~ ' ~  own mag-e. 

Western Command's Serjeant Goodrtadl thought that a body of 
NCO's might be empowered to inspect canteens in their a m .  

the turn d Brigadhr 
StreWden. wlao re- 
.' * "uta&Guwal. 

meat valw. 
A&iIi* that any 
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the  UBlitr," the  Sappers  stiEl gbt messages - 
omb in our Back Yard" 
I a l l y i h g  Ilp to tea years. 

Colour photwrapiu by SOLDIER conermm Lkvmnd O'Nelll. 

N aubrirbm Buaem. In ttetdr and ditcher m8n oftbe Royal Hnglnan 
are still probing for bomb. whlch have lain Inert but alive for 

This IS one Army organisation which b still on wartime active service. 
Apart from known bombs which was higher. are left to crack Some of 

have defied prenous eflorts at extrac- 
tion, or whxh have a low pnorlly. an 
average of 25 new "dlscovenes are 
reported each month from London and 
South-East England alone. Many 01 
these t u n  out to be false alarms. hut 
they all have to be investigated. 

Responsible for .bomb disposal in 
this area is No. 2 Squadron Royal 
Engineers, stationed in Richmond Park 
When a call comes an officer or NCO 
must set off, even in the middle of a 
winter's night. to reconnoitre. Some- 
times a quick investigation of the 
suspicious hole will enable an officer 
to say "made by rats" and get hack 
to his warm bed. At other times a 
we&s work may have to be put in 
before the "bomb can be discredited. 

Nervous householders are quick to 
imagine uoexploded bombs. A for- 
gotten gas meter ticking in a cellar. 
water gurgling in )an underground 
main, the subsidence of soil above 
.the place where an old treestump has 
rotted have all caused hurried calls 
to Bomb Disposal. An excited police- 
man telephoned to report an infernal 
machine ticking loudly in the village 
street one dark night. It turned out to 
be a clock which had fallen from one 
of the automatic street lamps. 

Since the war ended 1586 suspected 
bombs have been reported. but 1214 
of these have been fa lse  alarms. 
Altogether 482 bombs have been dealt 
with, but there are still a hundred 
known bombs lying beneath the soil 
of Britain awaiting disposal. There 
is less danger than there used to be, 
but bomb disposal today is a bigger 

'engineering job than ever. because 
only the toughest nuts. which were 
abandoned when the pressure of work 

whkh ot be sucked dry by dumps. 
Some e have travelled m far 
underg d. being diverted from their 
true C O W  by stones or other ob- 
structions. that they have never been 
located. To cope with these conditions 
improved mechanical appliances and 
better techniques have been evolved, 
many o f '  them secret. Among the 
equipment which has recently been 
publicized is the stethoxope for 
detecting whether a bomb 4s tick- 
ing and the meter which reports 
any steel object below ground, on the 
principle of a mine-detector. 

The work still has its exciting and 
mmetimes unplearanl moments. A 
squad sinking a shaft in the ground. 
of Southwark Cathedral dug up several 
shards of pottery and ancient human 
jawbones. which ihey presented to a 

.local archagolcgisl. Another squad 
needed ecclesiastical and Home Office 
Mnciion to extract a bomb which had, 
fallen in a cemetery, passing ihrough 
six coffins in a family vault before 
it came to rest in peace. 

Every period of drought or flood 
brings reports of suspicious-looking 
holes which were not there before. 
Moslly these are mares' nests. Some- 
times people think a nnail bomb has 
gone off when in fact a crater is made 
by a big one which has not. There 
is a case on record of a farmer who 
reported that a small bomb had er- 
ploded in his cowshed. It had made a 
large hole in the roof and knodred. 
the building about hut miraculously 
no cows were hurt. One 
animal, howevdr, had 

- . : "e 

Somewhere under the water is a bomb. 
Sappers under Serjeont H. Leoryare sinking 
a duraiumin let-pipe which bites down os 
water is forced through holes ot the lower 
end, clearing away earth ond mud before 
it. An instrument wil! be $et down the p~pe  
to detect any steei obreci In Ihe vicinitv. 1 
















































