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Really low prices and
all the pleasure of choosing
your new car at home.

Buying through Natocars of Bridgwater
i1s simply the most satisfying way
of getting exactly the new car
you want, you enjoy all the
excitement of choosing without
any of the high-pressure
showroom sales talk.

‘broc! you have requested, leaving you free
to choose yourown car, in your own time, in your
ownhome: . “
~ We don't employ salesmen, preferring instead to putall our

‘efforts into getting you precisely the car you want, when and where
_you want it. So, it's only once you have decided on the car you really want
to buy that the Natocars team swings into action. .
~_If it means endlessly badgering a manufacturer for a colour trim in short supply,
‘the person responsible for your purchase spares no effort. If it involves working
through the night to meet an unexpected delivery date, then our fitters readily N d'Rank
* oblige. If it's a guestion of driving all hours, then waiting for you to get back from a PR
surprise exercise, we'll be there. Even if your flight or ferry is delayed, don't worry o

# ' Present Address

— N

—we'll gladly waif. 2
And don't'forget, just one highly experienced member of staff handles your %

enquiry right the way through, so you will never be pushed around from one L

department to another. : : :
Natocars were the first specialist Forces' car supply company, pioneering

NATO discounts and low interest DM loans. Today, operating out of a modern, -

purpose- built complex in Bridgwater, Natocars offer a unique standard of service

which is reflected in the thousands of Servicemen and women who come back to ' Telephone No. {ifany). 0 I .

us time and again. Car for use in: (UK [] Germany (tick box)
It's worth remembering too, that Natocars are one of the few firms to offer a Will you want to trade-in your present car: [] Yes(] No
genuine part-exchange scheme, which has proved increasingly popular over the Please tick for details: Ford 00 Vauxhall O Talbot

past few years. i . :
In recent months, Natocars have negotiated some exceptionally low prices BL Cars:Austin L] Morris (1 Triumph(] Rover [J Jaguar U

on all the cars they sell, so you can now enjoy the best of both worlds: the Motor Caravans U] Used Cars OJ SO1

famous Natocars service and a really low price into the bargain - - - - - -

Full details of these special new deals, premature repatriation insurance,

special NATO discounts, free ferry ticket scheme and 24-hour 7-days a week
delivery service are all in our free guide
Why not clip the coupon and let us show you how buying from Natocars really ‘
. can be the most satisfyingway of getting your new car. OF BR’DGWATER

Wylds Estate - Bristol Road - Bridgwater - Somerset - Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 55555 - Telex: 46285 To telephone from Germany dial 0044-278-55555
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THE 130 OFFICERS AND MEN of the 1st
Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Wales,
had a very special and particularly proud
reason to be among the ceremonial partici-
pants at the Wedding of the Year.

For theirs was the first regiment in the
British Army to be honoured by the
appointment of the Prince of Wales as their
Colonel-in-Chief 11 years ago.

The Aldershot-based unit provided tHe
40-strong Army contingent for the tri-
Service Guard-of-Honour outside St Paul’s
commanded by 1RRW’s CO, Lieutenant-
Colonel Simon Stocker.

Elsewhere, five officers and 80 men —
four half companies — lined Fleet Street,
literally under the eyes of the world’s Press.
They were commanded by Major David de

Below: 1 RRW, Army guard of honour contingent.

; 5

G Bromhead, Officer Commanding
Company and the great-great-great- nephew
of Lieutenant Gonville Bromhead, one of
two subalterns with the South Wales Bor-
derers who won VCs during the defence of
Rorke’s Drift against the Zulus in January
1879.

Also on the streets of the capital were the
Regimental Colours, the Colour Party plus
Gwilym Jenkins better known as Taffy II,
the regimental goat mascot.

It was all a striking contrast to IRRW’s
duties just two months previously as Spear-
head Battalion in the threatening streets of
Ulster.

Among the proud Welshmen on parade
were no less than ten by the name of Jones
and half-a-dozen called Williams. There
were also three sets of brothers making up
the numbers for this milestone occasion.

Prince Charles and Lady Diana
were the ‘stars’ but a cast of tens of
thousands played a part in the
Royal Wedding spectacular,
including many British soldiers.
Graham Smith tells the story of
Just one Army unit — with
specially close links with the Prince
of Wales — who added sparkle
to the pomp and pageantry.

/@/Z%/MW/

The battalion’s representamre on the steps
of Wren’s impressive St Paul’s was Major
Peter Harry, OC of ‘B’ Company.

Inside, during the nuptials, were two
former equerries serving with the Regi-
ment, Major Alun Davies, OC of ‘C’ Com-
pany and Captain Tony Asquith, who has
recently left the Army. Both acted as ushers
while, distributing the Orders of Service,
were Drum Major Roger Woods and
Sergeant Billy Douglass.

The Regiment’s presents to the Royal
couple included a silver dragon centre-piece
for the dinner table mounted on a circular
base of walnut and a silver, gold and
diamond brooch designed in the shape of the
regimental crest by a London silversmith
and made, appropriately, by a Haverford-
west jeweller’s.

Accompanying the gifts was a book con-




Right: The RRW guard of honour marches on.

taining the names of all the donors.

Major-General Lionel Harrod, Colonel of
the Regiment, said: “We are especially
pleased with the volume of names of the
people who gave money for the gifts.

“There are many hundreds, ranging from
the great names to the privates. They all
pulled together and gave voluntarily and this
is, after all, what makes a regiment tick.”

The day had started early — at 0430 —
for the Welsh regiment which has called
Aldershot ‘home’ since 1977 but who head
for BAOR next summer. They had been
‘tucked in’ early on the eve of their hon-
oured duties in London.

Minutes after Reveille all 130 men took to
the road — for a limb-loosening run and
some 20 minutes of PT!

Regimental Sergeant Major, Warrant-
Officer 1 John Husein explained: “We
learned the advantage of doing this from
previous Queen’s Birthday Parades held in
Berlin’s Maifeldt Stadium in 1975 and 1976
when it was particularly hot and other sol-
diers on parade were falling out. I think it is
safe to say that IRRW was the only Regi-
ment who did not suffer casualties like
that.”

Even so, as a precautionary measure, two
RRW stretcher teams were discreetly placed
near their regimental colleagues during the
duration of the wedding service, ready to
move them without fuss to nearby First Aid
posts manned by the Royal Army Medical
Corps and the St John Ambulance Brigade.

PT over and lungs heaving the Welshmen
wolfed a ‘Schedule A’ breakfast — ‘full fries’
all round. Then came the studied, final
preparations for an 0600 departure by road.

A four-tonner pulled into the Normandy
Barracks complex. Inside it, with row upon
row of string stretching from front to rear,
was an improvised, racked mobile wardrobe
which would be crush-proof for tunics, KF
working shirts and all the clothing para-
phernalia of the big occasion.

RSM Husein: “When 40 men climb into a

continued on page 8

-Right: Lt Col Stocker, CO IRRW with sword
poised over a tier of the Royal Wedding cake.

Below: The happy couple as they left St Paul’s.
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coach for events like this they take particular
care of the boots they have spent hours
bulling-up. Some wrap them in dusters,
others clutch them in boxes on their laps,
just to prevent scuffing. The precautions are
really something to be seen.”

But just to make sure those on parade
suffered no last-minute disasters, orderlies
carried spare dusters, buttons, cotton,
Brasso and, of course, boot laces.

Taffy II was driven up to Town by Land-
Rover towed in his personalised and distinc-
tive trailer.

As they made their way into London by a
specially-devised route to avoid traffic

build-up, food was never far from the
thoughts of the men — and probably the
goat as well!

“Like all good Welsh soldiers they ate the
contents of their haverbags within four miles
of leaving Aldershot,” said RSM Husein
with a broad grin. “But they had a cup of tea
before going out on parade with the promise
of a slap-up three-course meal back at bar-
racks later that night.”

Meanwhile, wives, relatives and friends
had made their way independently to the
British capital. It was a second day of regi-
mental pride. Just a fortnight earlier, a
baker’s dozen of them had watched 16 men

REGIMENTAL POLICEMAN Lance-Corporal Mike ‘Squeak’ Edwards (‘eight-

one’) and his waitress wife, Jenny, were probably two of the most surprised
people to take their place in St Paul’s Cathedral.

Mike, who is 26, and his wife were officially invited to the wedding as
representatives of 1 RRW. The Prince of Wales had invited a private or a
corporal and their wives to be chosen from each of the regiments of which he

is Colonel-in-Chief.

Every TV set and video recorder was turned on in the two Welsh Valley
villages of Blackwood and Hengoed on the off-chance of catching a glimpse

of Mike and Jenny.

“They just didn’t believe us,”* said Jenny, who works in the Army Physical
Training Corps Sergeants’ Mess at Aldershot. “They thought we were having
delusions of grandeur. Mind you, | didn’t believe it myself when a colleague
of Mike's rang me up to tell me about the invitation. | thought it was Noel
Edmonds trying it on during his Radio One show. We both had a problem
sleeping on the night before because of nerves.”

Mike added: “It set me back about £200 to rig Jenny out in something for
the wedding which had something blue in it to go with my uniform. We were

both honoured by the invitation.”

The invitation was extended to the Edwards’ on a purely random basis

after sifting through likely candidates.

Appropriately, the invitation is now framed and hangs with pride of place
over the mantelpiece of their married quarters home.

A regimental policeman for about four years, Mike added: "All our friends
and relatives — Jenny has five brothers and three sisters and | have three
sisters and one brother — wanted to get hold of photostat copies of the
actual invitation. | was really surprised to receive the invitation. | thought |
was going to have to do the washing up afterwards!”

After the wedding, the uniformed Mike said: "It was first class. Excellent. |
was most impressed. | was sitting next to an Australian high-ranker Justice of
the Peace who has an OBE. I'm a Valley boy and we don’t see things like

this.”

Wife Jenny said: “’I thought she should have had a pure white dress but |
wouldn’t have missed the occasion for anything. It's the highlight of our

lives.”"

from the battalion receive their Rhodesia
Medals, awarded to those who had served
with the Commonwealth Ceasefire Monitor-
ing Force in Rhodesia early last year.
Rehearsals for the Royal wedding had
been as precise as the actual performance on
the day. ; = iR
Captain Peter Davies, IRRW’s Adjutant,
explained: “The first word of our involve-
ment in the wedding was in April and
confirmed in mid-May. We had just
returned from our Spearhead duties in Uls-
ter. Companies were asked to select the
smartest and most suitable soldiers for size.
A tailoring parade for their No 2 Dress
followed and then the rehearsals.”
RSM Husein took up the story. “The
Guildhall Guard-of-Honour drill which is
very simple for our soldiers still had to be
rehearsed on a tri-Service basis because it

RightLadymamSpuurmdherfmm
arriving at St Paul’s steps for the ceremony.

-

Above: Tunic and rifle ready at Aldershot HQ
before being transported to wedding RV point.
was necessary to ensure all three Services
were compatible and got their timing abso-
lutely right on the big day. ===
“It’s not been too difficult. The hardest
part was the three hours of standing virtu-
ally motionless but we had rehearsed well
three hours at a time — with men as th
became available from exercises on Sal
bury Plain and from other military cor
mitments. ' :
“I’ve never had to get nasty on the parade
ground because they take a great pride in
their regiment. The competition was very
keen which was proved by maximum effort
and soon showed itself in the early stages,
rehearsals. Nobody wanted to be unac-
cepted.” P
Not even Orderly Room Clerk, Corporal
Julian Axhorn, who was given the option of
‘falling out’ because of pressure of work.
“No way,” said Julian. ‘I offered to work
every night until 1800 hours to clear
work. I wasn’t going to miss this chance of a
lifetime.” -
Captain Davies said: “We had the subal-
terns on parades at 0730 for the rehe:
They did very, very well and the compe
tion to take part was just as fierce.”




RSM Husein summed it all up thus: “We
talked tactics on how to cope with the
distractions of London street lining —
though we’re no strangers to Public Duties
in the capital — and it’s all down really to
good preparation. There’s no short cut. It’s

PRESS ASSOCIATION PHOTO

not a case of a thick squaddie just standmg
there for three hours.

“They were told to keep thexr eyes and
ears open and, bearing in mind the Troop-
ing the Colour incident involving the
Queen, were told, too, to be fully prepared

THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF WALES
(24th/41st Foot) was formed on June
11th 1969, on the merging of The
South Wales Borderers (24) and The
Welch Regiment (41 and 69) as part
of the Prince of Wales's Division.
Prince Charles, the Prince of
Wales, became the Colonel-in-Chief

of The Royal Regiment of Wales on

July 1st 1969. His Colonel-in-Chief

appointments to four other British 58

Army regiments— The Cheshire &
Regiment, The Gordon Highlanders, §
The Parachute Regiment and 2nd §
King Edward VIl's Own Gurkha Rifles §
— were made in June 1977, the
Queen's Silver Jubilee Year.

He is also Colonel of The Welsh (.

Guards.

g
‘1o give assistance, should they be ctlhd

upon, to the civilian police.”

On the night of the wedding withthe quaff-
~ ing of pints before going on three weeks’

block leave, the most popular meeting place

_in Aldershot Military Town was the Prince
of Wales Club, crushingly patronised by ﬂw -

men of IRRW.

There, those who had been on parade, .

crowded round to watch the full-colour

‘action replay’ of their valued and unique

contribution to the Wedding of the Year.

And, next day, a group of officers and

men from the battalion gathered to toast the
health*of the newly-weds and sample slivers
of the wedding cake — a tier of which was
sent to them specially at the request of the
bridegroom. O

Above: Taffy I1, exemplary mascot of The Day
tucks into his personal piece of wedding cake.

GWILYM JENKINS, otherwise known
as Taffy Il, the regimental goat mas-
cot of TRRW, was presented to the
battalion in August 1974 by Whips-
nade Zoo and is directly descended
from a herd of Kashmiri Goats which
roamed in the grounds of Windsor
Castle in 1828.

His Goat Major handler is Lance-
Corporal David 'Joe’ Joseph of the
Corps of Drums.

Historically, Taffy Il is the 13th in a
long line of goats to be engaged in
mascot duties. At least a couple of
his forbears came to untimely ends.

One goat killed his predecessor in
1896 to take over the job. Another,
ten years before, was beheaded, had
his horns mounted on a spearhead,
and led his battalion against the Der-
vishes up the Nile.

The first goat was adopted about
the time of the Crimean War. Dark
grey in colour and thoughtfully
named ‘Billy’ he was probably pres-
ent in the closing stages at the Siege
of Sebastopol in 1855. The reason for
his adoption is, according to military
records, ‘obscure’.

Billy, however, lived until 1861 and
was seen by Queen Victoria at Alder-
shot on April 30th, 1856 when she
was visiting her regiments on their
return from the Crimea.

But there was no danger of Taffy Il
losing his head during the Royal
wedding. Not like the other luckless

animal in 1866 when the 1st Batta-
lion The Welch Regiment sailed from
Durban for Egypt.

An extract from Despatches by the
unit's CO records: “When we first
arrived in Cairo an expedition up the
Nile against the Dervishes was
thought very possible.

“Qur Colours would then, by the
regulations, have to be left behind. A
‘drapeau’ of some sort was, | consi-
dered, necessary. As our old goat
was getting very frail, | decided that,
as he could no longer march at the
head of the Regiment, his spirit
should at least |lead the way into
action. So | had him beheaded, and
his head, or rather horns, beautifully
mounted on a spearhead.”

Since then, goats associated with
the Regiment have seen action in
Korea, Cyprus and, latterly, in North-
ern lreland.

Today's Taffy H, immaculately
groomed for the Wedding of the

Year, fully lives up to the profes- [fF

sional reputations of his predeces-
sors.

Fresh vegetables, oatmeal and the
occasional medicinal cigarette are
some of his favourite fare.

The cigarettes minus the filters
godown well because oftheir nicotine
properties. It is said they keep his
worms in check. But no-one was
saying how many Taffy Il devoured
on The Day.
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life assurance company

Clerical Medical, one of the country’s leading
life assurance and pensions companies, is pleased
to sponsor the Grade A jumping competition at the

Staff College and
ENT Royal Military Academy Horse Show
7 Sandhurst, Saturday 19 September 1981
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SOLDIER to Soldier

an era. September 1981 sees it

come to an end. We thought it
appropriate therefore, in this the last
monthly issue of SOLDIER, to repro-
duce part of the editorial that launched
the first. It is a message that still holds
good today.

J ULY 1946 marked the beginning of

SOLDIER

The British
JULY

No 1 British Army Newspaper Unit,
BAOR

co AWS 3 The War Office
&40 Ealon Square

London SwW 1

30 Flee! Street,

Londen EC 4

The NEW SOLDIER

HIS Is the first issue of the new SOLDIER,

which will now be published menthly.

The policy of SOLDIER stays the same. s aim is 1o
keep you informed aboul whal the other man in the Army
is doing; to record outitanding Army exploifs, enferprises,
discoveries: to give you the facts which direclly affect
you, and for which the home Press cannot aiways find
room; to help you with your problems; and to do oll
this in a magazine sel out as aftractively os edilorial and

Adiertisement Offices

technical resources allow

Thirty-five years ago, of course, SOL-
DIER was changing from a‘fortnightly to
a monthly publication, having first been
issued free in February 1945 to a British
Army at war but poised for the final
thrust to victory.

Now the wheel has come full circle
and SOLDIER, once again, will be pub-
lished fortnightly. Which makes this a
beginning not an end; a time for fan-
fares rather than funeral orations.

SOLDIER has come a long way since

" the grim wartime days that gave birth to

it. It has been a long way too — on
active service in operational theatres as
diverse as Malaya, Korea, Kenya, Aden,
Cyprus, and, more recently, Ulster, as
well as following the Army on
peacetime duties from the snows of the

Arctic to the jungles of New Guinea.

As soldiers and the stories about
them have changed, so has the
magazine — becoming, we hope,
increasingly polished and professional
in step with a more professional Army.

One of the biggest changes at SOL-
DIER in recent years has been the intro-
duction of SOLDIER NEWS, first as an
integtal part of the magazine and sub-
sequently as a separate tabloid news-
paper. It was a bold step forward that
reflected the need to give soldiers a
more topical news and information ser-
vice than was possible in a monthly
format. And it enabled us not only to
devote more space to current events
and sport but to provide more help and
information for families.

The task of producing two, quite

. separate, publications provided SOL-

DIER's staff with a tremendous chal-

lenge — not only at the ‘creative’ end
for writers, photographers and art
editor, but even more so on the
administrative side where our accounts
and distribution staff, our advertising
section and our hard-working team of
packers found their workload virtually
doubled overnight. They all responded
magnificently, but against a national
background of economic doom and
gloom and all the problems of staffing
and spending constraints, it has always
been an uphill struggle to produce two
publications to the high standards that
SOLDIER prides itself on at an
economic cost. So now we are making
what — we hope — will be the final
change to SOLDIER's format for quite a
while — combining all our staff and
production resources and merging the
best elements of the current SOLDIER
NEWS and SOLDIER into one bright,
topical and informative fortnightly
magazine.

To re-echo that 1946 editorial — the
policy stays the same. Today, as then,
SOLDIER aims to keep soldiers and
their families in touch with what is hap-
pening in their Army, to reflect their
concerns and opinions and to inform
them of new developments. And SOL-
DIER is not only for serving soldiers. Itis
a magazine for those whose days of
active service are over or have not yet
begun, and for everyone with an inter-
est in the British Army — past, present
and future.

This is the end of a chapter, but not
the end of the story. See you again in
October.

*

NE of the problems of producing
O the monthly SOLDIER has always

been the delay between -our
writing a story and actually getting it
into our readers’ hands. We won’t bore
you with all the technical reasons. Suf-
fice it to say that we expect to bring you
stories much quicker when the
magazine goes fortnightly.

With feature stories the time gap is
seldom critical. But it can be a big
handicap when dealing with news
events like the Royal Wedding. By the
time the Great Day arrived on 29 July
our August issue had already been out
for over a week and this issue was
virtually completed. So all the stops had
to be pulled out — by ourselves and our
printers — to make sure our pages
recorded the event.

Because of the squeeze on time and
space we decided to base our coverage
on just one of the many Army units who
helped put the occasion into the history
books. So before we get bombarded
with indignant letters pointing out ‘we

were there too’, apologies in advance to
the Guards, the Household Cavalry, the
Royal Military Police and all the many
others who took part.

We knew, of course, that it would be a
magnificent spectacle; that Lady Diana
would look dazzling; and thatamong all
the troops who marched, rode, played
or stood guard there wouldn't be a foot
— or a hoof — out of place. It was. She
did. And there wasn't.

But what made this more than just a
glittering ceremony of State was the
nation’s genuine warmth and affection
for Prince Charles and his bride. Long
life and happiness to them both.

*

pages of our July issue featuring

Clifford Knight as the first soldier
to reach a televised heat of Granada's
Krypton Factor than a telephone call
from the sappers at Ripon said it was
not so.

The claim that a Royal Engineers
sergeant, ‘Fred Manning’ had been
televised in 1979 was at first greeted
with scepticism when we rang the pro-
gramme. Said a spokesman: “We are
99 per cent certain that Cliff Knight was
the first.”

But five minutes later the same voice
admitted: “We were wrong. A Royal
Engineer sergeant, John Manning, was
in the televised heats in 1979. We are
awfully sorry about that. There's not a
lot | can say.”

Admitting that they deserve a Kryp-
ton Factor of Zero for recollection, the
Krypton Factor team apologises to
Sergeant Manning — and so does
SOLDIER.

I I ARDLY had the ink dried on the

*

E hope by now that most of our
Wreaders will have placed an

order for the new fortnightly
magazine, but in case you haven't it's
still not too late to make sure of
receiving your first issue. Subscription
details are on page 53. Just get your
order to us quickly and you won't be
disappointed.

For those of you who like to collect
SOLDIER — and want to begin collec-
ting the fortnightly issues — our new
Easibinders are now available. In red
Balacron they are designed to hold a
full year's copies — 25 issues. Again,
full details are on page 53. And while
you're reaching for your cheque book
why not order some SOLDIER T-shirts
and sweatshirts too? They make ideal
presents for friends and family. B

m




‘The men of the Special Air Service are probably more feared,
misrepresented and mlsunderstood than any soldiers since the
' hordes of Genghis Khan.

— Sunday Telegraph.

YOURS
FOR JUST

Your only commitment 1s to take four books
from more than 200 you will be offered
The bestsellmg — and controversial — story of the toughest, proudest and WHSMITH GG Jotk S5 T Sk IR

most secretive regiment in the British Army. Who Dares Wins takes the AND DOUBLEDAY And your assurance. Should you ever have
reader into this covert corps d'élite, describing how such an unconventional LI VA erei At for complaint about the
unit evolved, their incredibly gruelling training and, most revealing of all, the L's goods or services, you are nvited o

part they have played in many actions since the war. From their legendary S,E,';%‘gf’)?" i B e 3

rescue of the hostages at the Iranian Embassy siege to other, much more —————————
secret, operations — you'll find the full inside story here! Take this great book %] |
as your introduction to the Military Book Society . . . for only 50p, post free! g" .M""a’g g‘r@gs&’x‘m

fields of the American Civil War.

Take the first step today — post the coupon, but send no money at this stage.

A great choice of books. Every month, members are offered a marvellous Please accept my application and enrol me as a member 01 the I

choice of the best new military books — books on strategy and tactics, I Military Book Society and send me the book featured here. For I

weaponry and wargaming . . . studies of campaigns and battles . . . his V?e}"""&" ﬂ;as;i%n?? t°t"{°fr??|_f’ ol s

biographies of the great commanders . . . books on all periods of warfare, oberahies wil beconsled Sl sl oun neing et

with special emphasis on the First and Second World Wars. Books to interest member | need not take a book every month. If | want another * I

both the serious student and the more general reader — and all at splendid book instead of the Book of the Month (or if | want no book at

club savings! I all), | can say so on the form provided. | will, however, chooseat ¢ l
least 4 books in the first year. All books are described in

A host of benefits. As a member, your only commitment will be to take just advance in the free monthly Bulletin and offered at 25% to |

four books from more than 200 offered during your first year — all at least S0% fg the DUL?"ShErS prices (plus postage and packing). | am

25% below the publishers’ prices, many at even bigger savings! You'll I Y I

receive a free monthly magazine called Bulletin, full of reviews of the latest 1

military titles — and you'll have the chance to see military establishments or go I Mr/Mrs/Miss I

on tours with fellow members. Tours this year include Ypres and the Somme, . BLOCK LETTERS

Anzio and Monte Cassino, the Normandy beaches, Waterloo and the battle- [‘.‘; Address I

THE 70507257 BOOK SOCIETY | s mssoosmumais™

I Overseas send for details. SEND NO MONEY NOW

Swindon X, SN99 9XX.
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SERVICES
EXPORT

CAR SALES

* PART EXCHANGE WELCOME
* ATTRACTIVE DISCOUNT RATES

* MOST MODELS FOR IMMEDIATE
DELIVERY

* DOCUMENTATION COMPLETED
BY OUR EXPERIENCED STAFF

Il aminterested in a Make: ......c.cciiieeiiiianosansnsaasins Model:. ....siisisessaatiaeg
* SPECIAL OFFER S,

| BITIE: ovv s anansalionsadiodosomasboslnna st unnss b saduss ey p Rank: .. i o gsas
£400 minimum Part Exchange ICKIFREES 4 ¢v: o' suioiiiassstnsgss SoHIH asshna e me e R
for any car or motorcyclein /| . Tl mseved AT EXEny o1 kSIS
any condition against a new Delivery Date: ......c.coovnun. Posting Dater <.o-avivsevsen Destination:'..c.oooleiis ideihiong

Ford Drdel' for West Germany TRADE-IN DETAILS: 3 ¢

ear o
MaKE: o3 hiesoii foausntaadbn Modsl; i siveniisrsves Manufacture: .....cccesesivaanes
UK Tax Paid: YES/NO Drive: L/H R/H Approx. Mileage: ...........cccvvveenns

* OFFERS ENDS DECEMBER 81 SERVICES EXPORT CAR SALES

16 Dukes Ride, Silchester, Reading, RG7 2PY Tel: (0734) 700584 or (07357) 2040

&:{5’@ CAPTAIN’S DECANTER SET o« 4%,
Patton . . . Monty . . . Bradley féf;é‘“* LEAD CRYSTAL o

. . . Eisenhower. ..
who was responsible for one

of the most costly blunders of
World War Two?

By 12 August 1944, hundreds of thousands of German
troops, thousands of vehicles, hundreds of tanks—an entire
army—all were in a pocket with only one avenue of
escape—the 20-mile wide Falaise Gap.

For nearly a week the Gap remained open. And, by the
time the decision finally had been made to close it and trap
the fleeing enemy, between 200,000 and 250,000 German
soldiers—taking with them all their equipment—had escaped
capture and certain defeat.

Why? And who let it happen?

In Patton's Gap, Richard Rohmer untangles the complex
wrangles of the Allied command to solve one of the most
controversial mysteries of the Second World War.

9in x 6in (22.8cm X

Separate prices incl. P&P etc.

15.3cm); 272 pages; SPECIAL OFFER Capiai’ l
ptain’s Decanter £14.95 [ SAVE POUNDS'
illustrated; ISBN ﬁ?’%‘j (as above) Wst'}i;ky I()}elcanler £};g"5)5 = One (g;‘llll)'l g:lc:::r ]
i . . b : 6 rry Glasses 580
0 85368 118-X; £8.95 net. If 5[23)“525:“‘:15' 6 Wine Glasses £10.24 0 (One wmlg“#:;:
ordering by post, please add £3.95 BFPO. 6 Gin & Tonic Glasses £10.98 () FREE while stocks last)
£1.10 for post and packing. Wine labels to order, Sherry/Port/Gin/Whisky/Brandy £5.95 each S/plate. O
Just tick your requirement and send cheque with order or give your card number
E m in the box. SEND stamp for free gift brochure or, come personally and see for yourself
., our complete range.
Ken Trotman Arms Books HAMPTON CRYSTAL COMPANY = The Decanter People
, 2 -6 Hampstead High Street, (Dept ) 73 Station Road, Hampton, Middlesex TW12 2BJ  Tel: 01-979 0985
| London NW3 1QQ. Access/American Express/ Barclaycard No.
| Telephone 01-794 3277 (24 OO000O00000 08 B E EEE
| hours). Open weekdays 9am SEERBRICE iviuilichaninsnnsumsniie ks atutee e s Shias sl Sl ol e LA
| and Saturdays 10am to 5pm. INRIRE .. o4 o v o b WA AN T MR T IR S
r R = - - TIEETEESE AEEELTT SETR R | Name.lodiisonssees miiesvs v s sl ddness oS U S R

......................... folicin o von insamai e meisisniiyasest (ICI 1 SIS
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Island Training Area grows more popular

MIDST MOOR AND MIST — ON MAN

ONLY A FEW MILES AWAY
holidaymakers were enjoying what passed
for summer weather this year — light cloud
but fairly warm. But at an observation post
high in the hills the soldiers were shivering
and peering through thick mist.

“Not much chance of catching them in
this weather,” said Warrant Officer 2 John
Higginbottom. His men were part of the
Hunter Force whose mission was to capture
quartets of ° escapers infiltrating through
the Snaefell mountains. : :

The exercise ‘Great Escape’ was the hxgh-
light of the two week annual campfor the
men of the 3rd Battalion, The Worcgster-
shire and Sherwood Foresters Regnncnt
The Derbyshxre and Nottinghamshire min-
ers, the Rolls-Royce and tobacco workers
and the other Territorial Army enthusiasts
from the two East Midlands counties were
on a training range with a difference — on
the Isle of Man. :

The Isle of Man training camp at a war-
time RAF camp at Jurby in the north of the

Top: Armed patrol out hunting in swirling mist

Left: On moors quick reaction force speeds in
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island is becoming increasingly popular for
both Regulars and reservists as well as for
CCF and ACF contingents.

For it provides the feeling of going abroad
— with a boat trip across the Irish Sea —
and a change from the regular carousel of

. training areas like Otterburn, Warcop, Stan-

ford and Salisbury Plain.

The 3 WFR had the biggest exercise to
take place in the Isle of Man this year. Some
334 men from the ten-year-old TA general

reserve battalion had already practised the -

skills which they learn throughout the year
before beginning the two day ‘Great
Escape’.

The battalion has seen a big upsurge in
recruiting in the last 12 months and accord-
ing to Major John Ward, a knitwear man-
ufacturer who commands the company
based at Derby: “It’s not just due to unemp-
loyment and the recession. The type of
recruit we are getting is of much higher
calibre than in recent years.”

Other companies are based at Ilkeston
and Worksop/Mansfield (both comprising
mostly miners) and at Beeston, Nottingham.

. The headquarters company is at Newark.

For most of the men the visit to the Isle of

. e :
Above: Patrol takes breather in mountain gulley

Below: Hunter force headquarters near old farm

Man was an adventure.

Said the Commanding Officer,
Lieutenant-Colonel Tony Jerram: I
decided to come here because after a batta-
lion life of ten years, people with any length
of service are getting to know all of the
commoner training areas. A surprising
number of them had never been to sea
before and the Isle of Man is not like their
traditional holiday place of Skegness. We
have to bear in mind that many of them have
to take their annual holidays to come so we
want to choose somewhere different.”

The escape and evasion exercise gave all
the men taking part the chance to become
both hunter and hunted. For the first day’s
escapers had to take on the role of hunters
the next day — and vice versa.

Using an RAF Wessex helicopter as well
as road transport the escapers were dropped
into the Snaefell mountain range whose
spine runs across the middle of the island. In
groups of four they had to cover between
eight and nine miles of rugged countryside
without being captured.

If they were caught early enough in the
exercise their ‘reward’ would be a stiff inter-
rogation and a return to the start to begin

their journey all over again.

On the first day the advantages certainly
lay with the hunters — with their observa-
tion posts, good communications and
Land-Rover based quick reaction forces.
For there is precious little cover on the
bleak, sheep nibbled hills. But on day two
low cloud brought visibility down to a few
vards and the escapers held most of the aces
— apart from the problem of finding their
way in the clammy mist.

Colonel Jerram observed: “The exercise is
designed for individuals to practise their
skills in small groups. The Hunter Force
describe what they see, get the information
back for an appreciation and then take
appropriate action.

“Meanwhile the escapers are practising
other individual skills, mainly map reading
and the fieldcraft aspects of using ground
such as choosing between crossing an open
space or wriggling down a gully. These are
the lessons we are keen to bring out rather
than just have them getting across by all
means — like cadging lifts and so on.”

Just how good are the TA these days? One
man who has no doubts is Sergeant-Major

continued on page 16
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Higginbottom who was at one time a Regu-
lar with the Parachute Regiment.

“When you are a Regular you sometimes
hear people say that the TA are rubbish, but
when you work with them you find they give
100 per cent more effort than a regular
soldier. To a regular soldier an exercise like
this would be just another job but the TA
soldier has given up his own time to come
and do this.”

The wartime hutted camp at Jurby is only
open for training in the summer. It has no
heating system apart from hot water and
would prove very spartan in the inclement
Manx winter.

So every October the camp commandant,
Major James Kirkpatrick and his small staff
of five civilians, pack away all the bedding
and furniture and close the camp down.

“I am officially told that I am sacked at
the end of each October and I am then
invited to take up the appointment again for
the beginning of the next season. This suits
me very well. It gives me an interest in
summer and allows me to get away on
holiday in the winter.”

And every April out comes the furniture
and bedding and the staff have a spring
clean before the first units arrive. During
the summer season they are supplemented
by ten regular soldiers supplied by the
Army’s North-West District but in fact
drawn from all of the UK districts.

Major Peter Postlethwaite, this year’s
Training Commandant, spent a lot of his
time liaising with landowners and sheep
farmers. For the training areas are not
owned by the Ministry of Defence and are

Moorland, plantatons and even a sand
dune area are available to the 30 or so units
who visit the island each summer. No won-
der that Major Kirkpatrick reports: “It’s
getting more usage and more widely known.
People are beginning to appreciate the scope
and variety that is available within a short
distance.”

Major Kirkpatrick, who served in the
15th Isle of Man Ack-Ack Regiment during
the war, says that visiting units,. especially
the cadets, really feel they are travelling to

Above: Plotting position of the fugitives.

“They have train and boat journeys to do
and if they forget anything they cannot just
go back and get it. I really notice a differ-
ence between the cadets when they arrive
and when they leave. A unit might be a
shambles when it comes in but it will be so
different on the way out.”

The Isle of Man has made its name for
motorbike racing, cats without tails and as a
tax haven. But for an increasing number of
units it now offers something else — a camp
that is overseas and yet within easy striking

spread over 20,000 acres.

an overseas station.

distance of the British mainland. e |
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CHECK OUR PRICES — YOU COULD
BE PLEASANTLY SURPRISED!!

Apvancep Car Exporrts

171A FORTESS ROAD, LONDON NWS5 2HR
> Tel: 01-485 3247 or 01-485 8531

| AM INTERESTED IN MAKE/'MODEL .

PLACE AND DATE OF O/S POSTING

NAME AND RANK .......

UNIT OR REGT ...

ADDRESS ...

S —
BEFORE YOU BUY A TAX-FREE CAR ...

MOVING??

Are you posted within BAOR?

Or, have you been posted back to
Blighty?

Or, have you been posted from the
United Kingdom to BAOR?

We deliver from door to door!
We do not believe in Storage!
We give satisfaction!

We are price worthy!

We only require two weeks notice!

For free estimates, all you have to do is, measure
your furniture and Boxes, and send us your list
with sizes.

Surname ..... A5

ApproxXimate date . ... i sis s s dsmiishinie St

Fa. John Cooper Schneidermiihler StraBe 69, D-4800 Bielefeld 1.
Tel. Bielefeld, West Germany (05 21) 20 74 79.
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MORROW®S GAREER FOR TODAY'S SERVIGEMEN

Leaving the service? Bay
Seeking a secure exciting career? : ——— ~ a4

Want tobe part of a professional
team?

Looking for excellent
promotion propects?

Recruiting Officer

Kent Police Headquarters
Sutton Road - Maidstone-Kent-ME15 9BZ
Telephone Maidstone 65432 Ext 227

LEAVING

THE

SERVICE?

UNCERTAIN ABOUT JOB
PROSPECTS IN THE AREA OF
YOUR CHOICE?

Then this is your opportunity to start a new career, that is not
only extremely rewarding but offers excellent prospects for
promotion to management level in most areas

The L.1.S. Group, now members of Pioneer Mutual, special-
ists in Lite Assurance — Finance — Investment — Mortgages
3 ) offer all personnel a chance to join the many successful ex-

Servicemen in the Insurance industry and within our Group

. iy Many of whom are earning considerably more
Your own design on top quality Sweatshirts ‘T Shirts, Hooded than EG'OOO per annum.

Sweatshirts, Track Suits. Sports Shirts and Lambswool Sweaters Why not contact our Recruiting Manager and let him
Ideal for club. college. regiment, pub.team etc. explain how YOU could become a member of one of today's

SNV GARMENT MiNDAUM GROER % most progressive companies in the insurance industry
* NO CHARGE FOR ARTWORK OR SCREENS We would very much like to talk to you. so write or
* DIRECT SCREEN PRINTING-NOT TRANSFERS M telephone, or complete the coupon below
* UP TO 6 COLOUR PRINTING DEPT SM 55
»ALL SHIRT SIZES & COLOURS AVAILABLE
¢ FAST SERVICFE - APPROX 2 WEEKS 130 HEATHPARN ML, To: The L.I.S. Group of Companies
« MONEY BACK GUARANTEFE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, Coltishall Hall
HONITON, DEVON Coltishall, Norwich, Norfolk NR12 7AG
Tel: HONITON (0404) 41148 DEPT SM61 Tel: Norwich 737 771

FILL I OUPODN |~ r-=rmm e e e mmc e e o aim
N COUPON :MB/MRS’,"M!SS Please send me details of the opportunities available with the L1 S

FmmmmT TS oo ———————

OR PHONE i Group
3 ‘ADDRESS
FOR Name Age
FREE COLOUR Address

BROCHURE Area in which work required

Telephone Number
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FOR HIM TANKARDS
559  Glass 1-pint—RA Cypher in circle 9.53  10.06
Home Abroad 570 Pewter |-pint—RA Badge 972 1023
Surface S§71  Pewter §-pint—RA Badge 1.51 7.95
Mail S120 Pewter 1-pint—Engraved RA Cypher 2317 2193
£ £ .
5130 TIE PIN—Gold RA Grenade 16.14 1453
BLAZER BADGES o S$28  TIE TACK RA Badge B4 93
S14&S14A RAA embroidered 2.14 2.06 TIES
SI4B&C RA Badge } Pocket sized When 2.34 2.24 562  RAA—RA Cypher on Blue—4" Blade 3.69 3.68
SI5&SISA RA C)’pﬁer Navy or ordering  1.64 1.63 563  RAA—RA Cypher on Blue—3" Blade 3.14 3.20
Black please S63A RA—250th Anniversary—RA Cypher
Gold and state CCL on blue 4.29 4.20
SI6&S16A RAA Silver Wire colour 5.39 5.01 S64 RA—Regimental 3" Blade 269 281
S16B&C = RA Badge j Pocket sized required 509 4.75 $64A RA—Regimental 4" Blade 344 3.46
S517&S817A RA Cypher | Navy or 4.99 4.66 566 RA—Single RA Cypher on blue 3" Blade 1.09 1.4
i 3105 Blac 574 519
S105 Black Leather—RA Badge—for notes 3 i
BLAZER BUTTONS — CHRISTMAS S106 Brown Leather—RA Cypher—for
S35  Brass, Flat Gun Mounted (Large) Passport/Cash cards 5.31 4.88
S$36  Brass, Flat Gun Mounted (Smal ) 1.99 1.93
S37  Brass, Flat with engraved Cypher (Large) < el
S38  Brass, Flat with engraved Cysher (Small) GIFT FOR HER
L PADGK g R‘.'ACE'IJ‘ET fiHARMS S| 69 3,
S104 RA Small 94 1.02 SUGGESTI 4 Silver Medallion—St. Barbara 34 Al
S10 5 .09 15 ,{ v S47A Silver Medallion—RA Badge 6.69 6.02
semeadlo gt ONS $49B Gold Plated Medallion—RA Badge 1229 10,89
CAR BADGE R $49C Gold Plated Medallion—St. Barbara 1229 . 10.89
S112 RA Cypher 319 339 548  Gun Replica—Silver 929 828
SI12ARA Badge 269  2.96 550  Gun Replica—Gold 67.09 Rates on.
512 COMB 1.24 1.2 uest
2 o " & S50A Gun Replica—Gold Plated 9.39 mg.:i?
CONFERENCE FOLDER, (RA Cypher)
P1SA With Paper Clip & Pocket 513 5.86 BROOCHES e : "
Pal  With Ad Pad 2.98 3.99 §79  RA Badge—Sterling Silver with marcasite
‘ laurel surround 1331 1196
CUFF LINKS : ek S80  R.A. Badge—Sterling Silver & Marcasite 16.76  14.96
544 Gilt RA on red enamel shield with gilt ) s SBOA RHA Cypher—Sterling Silver & Marcasite 1286 11.57
. surround. Torpeda fitting per pair 224 21 S128 RA Grenade—Sterling Silver & Marcasite 1396 12.53
545 As for 544 but Blue enamel : SI11 RA Badge, gilt on brooch fitting 1.9 LIS
$46  Rolled gold on sterling silver embossed with 512  COMB—Blue leather case with RA Badge 124 128
RA Badge per pair  23.21  20.57 S110 COMPACT—RA Badge on lid 496 470
DIARIES (Pocket RA Cypher) EARRINGS
SE0aS Ay Lol 86 L.01 $125 RA Grenade—Silver & Marcasite—screw fitting 11.51  10.40
POOB 1982 Refill 69 -80 $126 RA Grenade—Silver & Marcasite—
P60C Memo Sheets 44 58 Pierce fitting 1151 10.40
PG0D Road Map 79 89 $29 HEADSQUARE—Navy Blue—RA Cypher
P6OE Telephone Index 44 58 in one corner 3 31.69 1.41
P62 DESK MEMO TRAYS (RA Badge) 1.36 1.57 S6 HANDBAG MIRROR—Blue leather case
= —RA Cypher 1.51 52
510 HIP FLASK —4o0z. — Blue leather RA Badge 8.64 7.99
R.A. BAND RECORDS : .
S8IE Trumpet & Bugle Calls } 4.76 4.53 FOR THE HOME
S81F RA Band (Popular Concert Music) i S108 ADDRESS"I'ELEFHONEBDOK(HQC}—BIW
581G RA Band (Regimental Music) 3.06 4.30 —RA Cypher 5.47 5.72
S8IH RA Orchestra (It's Music Evervwhere) b $109 ADDI BOOK (Small) Blue
SEIK Alanbrooke Band (The Adventurer) 5 : ' RA Cypher 2.96 2.94
S81J Massed Bands Spectacular } 4.51 4.78 ASHTRAYE
CAR KEY RINGS S1 Glas;—BlacL—RA Badge 121 1.44
551  R.A. Badge—Leather tab (Tan) 89 97 S2  Glass—Blue—RA Cypher 121 144
S51A R.A. Badge—Leather tab (Black) $33  Glass—Large Mounted on Rubber Base
MODEL FIGURES Y . with RA Cypher 11.05 1158
S134 Pewter Soldier in LS. Dress (RA Crested) 12.51 11.43 $129 CLOTHES B —RA Cyph
S134APewter Soldier in Combat Dress (RA Crested) 12,51  11.43 i %lue leather RUSH =k i B .19 3.25
S134BPewter Drum Major on woad base
— Modern era 14.05 12.88 ICE BUCKET & TONGS
S136 Porcelain figure RA Officer Circa 1815 55.00 55.00 §92  RA Drum Replica ) 13.03 1319
S136APorcelain figure Drum Major Circa 1840 62.50 62.50 S$92a Tongs engraved RA Cypher ; 8.01 739
S138 RHA Bronze Figure 36.75  34.30 $143 MAGNETIC PAPER CLIP/PIN Dispenser 1.21 1.44
5139 RA Bronze Figure 3460 3240 MATS—TABLE
5140 Bombay Horse Artillery 37.00 3450 Under order from new suppliers,
5141 Northern Ireland RA Bronze Figure 3460 3240 i 3
5142 Northern Ireland RHA Bronze Figure 34.60 32.40 534 PAPERWEIGHT with RA Cypher 11.98 1114
MODEL GUNS SILVER PLATE
. Plated and Mounted on black base S118 Wine Goblet with RA Cypher 1301 12.47
$77 25 Pdr. (Scale 1/48) 13.37 1259 5119 Water Goblet with RA Cypher 15.22 1422
S$78 105Smm Pack Howitzer o LA 1249 11.94 TEA TOWELS (Irish Linen)
582 Abbot S.P. & l;% 7.S§ 7.22 585  The Royal Regiment of Artillery 1.39 1.49
383 MI09S.P n 1196 8.37 8.04 S85B Guns and Gunners, Yesterday and Today 1.64 1.70
S89 - Abbot S.P. w /48 37.89 Rates on $85C Gunner Animals 13 1.79
request in ci 03 7.2
S90 18 Pdr. 148 1337 1343 560  WINE GLASS—RA Cypher in circle 7.0 3
591 Bofors - 1196 814 7.56
S131 33" 16.23 15.49
$135 105mm. Lt Gun 9.57  9.08 GENERAL
Unmounted Guns BAGS X
575  Silver Plated Georgian Cannon 591 6.00 - =LA, !
© | 598  Metal Waterloo Cannon 6-pdr. 15.47 1523 g: :% E:E::::%g: E:‘:;: ;:;::gﬁfc %;; 3113
S100 Metal Waterloo Cannon 9-pdr. : 1657 16.19 S150 Hessian/Jute—RA Badge—Red 119 1.49
569  PAPER KNIFE (Steel with RA Cypher) 1.94 2.01 S151 Hessian/Jute—RA Badge—Black 1.19 1.49
SWISS ARMY KNIFE with RA Badge . DINNER CARDS etc.
531  Picnic Knife 6.16 5.64 Quote REF: Sol 81 P63 Menu with gold RA Cypher per 50 304 4.33
$32 Camper Knife 9.66 8.79 : . P20 Place with gold RA Cypher per 100 4.54 5.02
Si11 POKER DICE in Blue Leather Case Orders with remittances to: S58  Serviettes—Paper with Red RA Cypherper 100 1.56 2.04
with RA Badge 199 2.05 STATIONERY
SHIELDS ARTILLERY HOUSE, P48C Notebook—Head opening—Blue with
s A el . Connaught Barracks, RA Badge and telephone index 109 115
SI8  Valiant—Raised Gun Badge on Curved edges $23  Biack base holder with Gun Badge
S18  Valiani—Raised Gun Badge on normal design 3 8.26  8.04 Grand Depot Road, Birc PenxSilver b Lo 326 28
! H;"ﬂﬁ}‘;ﬁi‘,ﬂ'ﬁf’, WL It Nacigoand with London SE18 6SL. $21/22Biro Pens—Blue or Red—with Floating
e P Tel. 01-855 9649 25-pdr, Limber and Quad—State colour 124 128
SWEATERS 2 P64  Pencil—Blue—Royal Artillery Associationeach .24 50
525 Courtelle—Blue V-neck—RA Cypher 1320 12.48 12 Pencils for  1.55 1:61
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to the Royal Artillery Association. In the case of cheques from
abroad, these should be drawn on a British Bank in Sterling, or Money Orders and Postal Orders should be sent in
Sterling. Visitors to our Shop at Artillery House will save postage. Foreign cheques attract a substantial handling
charge.
Prices include Value Added Tax and Postage for U.K., and Surface Postage for Abroad. No VAT is payable in respect
of orders from abroad, but postage charges are substantially higher. Savings, often considerable, will result when a
number of items are sent together. An adjustment will be made if necessary.
QUOTED PRICES REFER TO EXISTING STOCKS, AND CHANGES WILL BE NECESSARY WHEN FRESH
STOCKS ARE PURCHASED.
' PRICES TO H.M. FORCES ABROAD WILL BE CHEAPER THAN THOSE SHOWN.
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How to blowup aT-62

A WARSAW PACT T-62 TANK is a tank
.isatank . . . is a tank — or is it? Not

necessarily. And certainly not when seen in

the United Kingdom — well, not exactly.

Appearances can be deceptive and a
Leigh-on-Sea firm — Airborne Industries
LLtd — fully intend that they should be.

For, among other things, the Essex-based
firm makes inflatable targets like the Soviet
T-62 for recognition purposes — targets that
can be inflated in as little as eight minutes by
untrained personnel and come custom-
packed in 195-1b valises.

Theirs is a line of business in which the
term ‘inflation’ has meant nothing but good
news and bodes well for the future, too.
They already export around 40 per cent of
their products including a £250,000 deal in
the Far East to supply Thailand with 100-
foot-long kite balloons for parachute train-
ing.

Airborne Industries’ models include
BMP-A, BTR 60 PB, and BTR 50 PK
Soviet armoured personnel carriers which
provide realistic recognition training for
Forward Air Controllers directing air strikes
against single armoured fighting vehicles
and battle formations.

Aircrews, as well, have drawn great
benefit from the life-size ‘blow ups’ in tacti-

Story: Graham Smith
Pictures: Paul Haley

cal reconnaissance and air support roles.

Airborne Industries overcame the old
problems of two dimensional cut-out
silhouette targets which gave only narrow
view angles and the difficulties of shadows.

They developed three-dimensional
dummy targets or decoys in synthetic
rubber-coated nylon that could be
positioned in low-flyving areas to give realis-
tic outlines and shadow from all angles.

The targets comprise a framework of low
pressure inflatable tubes which spring to
size through a small battery-operated
blower. Paint is used to highlight prominent
features and supporting poles and guy ropes
are supplied for anchorage which can be
achieved in just three minutes.

As easy to remove as they are to erect, the
dummy targets can be deflated, packed and
stowed away in ten minutes. And the simple
design in such tough construction materials
ensures resistance to harsh treatment and
terrain.

At ranges of 2000 and 3000 metres,
through field glasses, the inflatables are said
to be ‘immediately identifiable’ as to appar-
ent origin. At 1000 metres they are identifi-
able “as to type’. Only at a distance of 300
metres and less can the targets be seen to be
dummies.

But the concept is not new.

Monty used this device of deception in
North Africa against Rommel’s elite Afrika
Korps — and Airborne Industries had a

Above: Binoculars-eye view of inflatable T-62s.
hand or, rather, production line to play in it.
Mr Ray Gocher, Airborne Industries Ltd
Managing Director, explained: “When
Monty was taking over North Africa we got
involved in the manufacture of decoys for
him in large quantities. It was a big produc-
tion line. The decoys were made from hes-
sian, wood and other materials to be put into
the desert and painted. They were very
crude but effective and seemed to work.”

Airborne Industries was set up in 1938.
The Government, according to Mr Gocher,
“realised there was a war coming” and set
the Essex firm the task of constructing
mammoth barrage balloons for the defence
of UK cities.

And the balloon or, correctly, the kite
balloon of the type used to train Britain’s
Service parachutists, is still very mueh
around and has won Airborne its big con- _
tract with the Thais — the first deal of its
kind in the world. Their balloons will use
helium whereas the British balloons still use
hydrogen.

Mr Gocher and his 125-strong work force
like to tackle the unusual.

“We go in for the supply of equipment to
Special Forces or specialist groups such as
assault boats. The biggest, at eight kilos, can
be carried by three men vet stowed in one
main pack,” he says.

His Technical Director, Mr Mike Martin,

continued on page 20
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a former RAF engineering officer, endorsed
the enthusiasm for these and the dummy
targets.

“I think there is going to be a very good
sales boost and clearly there is a tremendous
amount of interest. We are getting a lot of
very positive inquiries.”

Airborne Industries make high and low
fidelity visual recognition training aids.
They also manufacture inflatable aircraft
shelters and Command Post buildings. And
major and minor damage can be repaired
with the ease of a bicycle tyre.

“There are progressions in visual
parities,” explained Mr Gocher. “The low
fidelity visual aids are not faithful reproduc-
tions. With high fidelity aids we take extra
precautions to get proportions right and all
the added-on bits like lamps. With all of our
aids ease of erection and portability are
paramount requirements.”

Airborne Industries work closely with
Army establishments like the Royal Signals

Above:

Soviet armoured vehicle profile view.

Research Establishment, the Stores and Clo- |
thing Research Development Establish-
ment, and the Ministry of Defence’s Pro-
curement Executive.

Below: Sized up by battery operated blower.

But no-one is perfect and Mr Gocher
admitted that his firm were once fooled by
an editorial ‘gremlin’.

“It was the T-72. We managed to get our
hands on some of the data — I think it was
from the International Defence Review —
and built one. It turned out to be incorrect.
It was the data for the T-64!" il

Above: High-poweredbinoviewof Rapiersystem.

Your Key to a Tax Free Ford

20% Discount Offer!*

INVICTA EXPORT is part of the Ramsgate Division of Invicta Motors

Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East Kent, established for

58 years. Nobody is better qualified to give you help and guidance

in choasing your new Ford — specialising makes the difference.,

% Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 minutes from
Pegwell Bay Hoverport and 40 minutes from Dover.

% No hidden charges % Part-exchanges welcome

(*Applies to cars exported to West Germany only,
20% off the car’s basic retail price for a limited period.)

Return the coupan for free Information Pack to Invicta Motors Lrd.,
Boundary Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: Thanet 57931. Telex 96331

NAME........... T . RANK .......ceoco.... Tick items of main interest
DFIESTA OCORTINA
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Why Not
A Mug!!

You will be surprised to hear just
how inexpensive this lasting
and useful memento can be.
Order as few as 500 mugs
printed in colour with the
motif or crest of your choice.

MADE FROM TOP QUALITY EARTHENWARE
AND PRINTED WITH YOUR OWN

“‘Exclusive Design’’

Post, write or phone today for your free colour brochure

Kilncraft Mug Market, Staffordshire Potteries Limited
Meir Park, Stoke-on-Trent, England.
Telephone No. 0782-323142 Telex No. 36100
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SGHOOL
SAPPERS

VERSATILITY IS THE KEY QUALITY

of the ubiquitous sapper and he acquires it at
the Royal School of Military Engineering
where you can learn anything from signwrit-
ing to operating a giant earth-mover.

Mine clearance, bridge construction, road
making, brick laying, surveying, welding,
carpentry, engine fitting, and dozens of other
crafts and skills — they are all taught at the
home of the Sappers.

Every member of the Corps of Royal
Engineers will pass through Chatham at

22

some stage of his career before becoming a
sergeant. His expertise will then be used all
over the world — and the Royal Engineers
clocked up 33 countries last year.

It is the excellence of the training given at
the RSME that is one of the main factors in
making the Corps outstanding in its field
claims the Commandant, Brigadier Chris
Lloyd. Military engineering ranges from
rapid combat engineer tasks such as demoli-
tions, not only above ground but even by
Royal Engineer divers under water, to more

Above: Trainee using mine detection equipment.
complicated construction works which must
be done fast under difficult circumstances.
Nearly 50 different trades are involved over-
all and the training in all of them has to be
good. The majority are taught at Chatham.

The School is big. Its heart is in Brompton
Barracks adjoining Chatham Dockyard on
the eastern bank of the River Medway. It
includes Kitchener Barracks down the road
and, on the western bank of the Medway,
Chattenden Barracks and the training areas




Right: Young oﬂ"cers tr} out assault boats.

where the sappers learn their multifarious
outdoor combat engineering roles. The
Royval Engineer Diving Establishment oper-
ates under the School but is based at March-
wood in Southampton Water due to the
availability of suitable training areas and its
nearness to the Royal Navy Diving Estab-
lishment at Portsmouth. Here all underwater
diving skills are taught to sappers and
soldiers of other arms and corps.

The School in Kent covers 2663 acres and
employs 540 Army personnel and 690
civilians. In a year 5500 studentscome on 119
different types of course. They vary from
young sappers on basic trade training,
through sergeants on Clerk of Works courses
to selected officers aiming at qualifying as
members of the Institute of Civil, Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers. °

British sappers are by no means the only
soldiers at the School. Gurkha sappers do
their training there, infantry men go there for
assault pioneer courses, and a variety of other
nations, recognising where the world’s best
training can be found, send their students.

There is also a sprinkling of other
nationalities among the instructors and in
liaison roles, including a Frenchman, a Ger-
man, two Canadians, two Australians and an

American.

How did the School come to be on the

Below: Chatham’s pride — the RE staff band.

banks of the Medway which traditionally

divides the Men of Kent from the Kentish
Men?

Back in 1812, towards the end of the
Peninsular Wars, Wellington pressed for bet-
ter training of ‘military artificers’.

Major Charles Pasley was ordered to starta
fieldworks school and within a week training
began at Upnor. The Medway area had
exactly the variety of terrain required and
there were newly built barracks on the hill at
Brompton next to the Dockyard.

The Gunners who had first occupied
Brompton Barracks, were given their march-
ing orders.

At first the new set up was known as ‘The
RE Establishment’ and later became the

i

School of Military Engineering. King
Edward VII, then Colonel-in-Chief of the
Corps, visited Brompton in 1905 and was
distinctly heard to refer to it as the Royal
School of Military Engineering. However, it
was not actually granted the royal prefix until
1962 when the Duke of Edinburgh attended
the one hundred and ﬁftieth anniversary
celebrations.

The first Director, who later became Gen-
eral Sir Charles Pasley, held the post for 29
years! He certainly deserves the Road and ~
House named after him at Brompton.

Brompton Barracks is the headquarters
and also houses the Depot Regiment. Its role
is to administer the permanent staff and stu-
dents in Brompton. The famous Chatham
RE staff band, the splendid Headquarters
Mess, the Corps Library and Museum are
there too. All underline the reason why sap-
pers think of it as their military home.

Outside the headquarters the famous
statue of Gordon on a camel seems to emphas-
ise the Corps’ ability to throw up extraordi-
nary and talented men.

In the Brompton Wings is what staff and
students claim is “the best technical college
in the country”. ~

Warrant Officer 2 Peter Vant says: “dee
assessors tell me our standards are every bit
as high as they’'ve seen anywhere, even
though our lads are under much more time
pressure than civilian trainees elsewhere.”

And he should know. He first came to
RSME on a Bricklayers’ Course in 1962 and
has been back half-a-dozen times, currently
as an Instructor.

WO2 Vant lives locally. “My next door
neighbour is 79 and he was here as a boy
bugler. Chatham is sappers through and
through.”

continued on next page




Above: WO2 Vant with a bricklaying pupil.

The Civil, Electrical and Mechanical
Wings teach officers and soldiers these skills
as well as a staggering variety of trades —
Electrical, Bricklaying, Plumbing, Welding,
Carpentry, Decorating and so on.

Young survey engineer sappers find them-
selves playing with computers, and with
some evening work at a nearby College of
Technology you can end up with learned let-
ters after your name like Corporal Philip
Crook, a Survey Instructor, who isalready an
M.Inst.C.E.S. (Member of the Institute of
Civil Engineering Surveyors)andanA.S.S.T.
(an Associate Member of the Society of Sur-
veying Technicians).

Down the road Gurkhas are moving in to
Kitchener Barracks as the new 69 Gurkha
Independent Field Squadron takes shape.
Outside is another statue of another excep-
tional sapper — Kitchener — still staring
sternly across the river towards Chattenden.

Until recently 24 Field Squadron occupied
Kitchener Barracks but has now moved to
new accommodation at Chattenden. There it
will be better placed to fulfil its role of provid-
ing combat engineer support for training at
the Chattendén Wings.

The Squadron, with Army sports stars
such as 400 metres specialist, Sergeant Major
Ossie Peters, behind it, carved up all opposi-
tion to win the Army Minor Unit athletics
and soccer cups last season and threatened to
do a repeat performance this year.

Chattenden is the home of 12 RSME
Regiment, which has a similar role North of

the Medway to the Depot Regiment at
Brompton. Combat engineer training in all
its forms is the speciality of the Chattenden
Wings.

The Field Engineer Wing teaches bridg-
ing, minewarfare, search techniques, field
defences, water supply and demolitions, and
trains corporals, sergeants and young officers
in command skills.

There is a Tactics Wing which teaches the
organisation, employment and handling of
engineers and engineer intelligence on and
off the battlefield, while the Signal Wing
trains signallers for the Corps — which can
claim to have fathered the Royal Signals.

The Plant, Roads and Airfields Wing is
equipped with a wider range of plant than
any other organisation in the country. It
trains officers and soldiers in the operation of
earth-moving plant and all aspects of road
and airfield construction.

Chattenden is where you get your boots
muddy and can see the Combat Engineer
Tractor or the new Combat Support Boats
going through their paces. '

But it is Brompton which is the true
spiritual home of the Corps. The Corps
Museum demonstrates that the School has
been in at the start of pretty well every impor-
tant military breakthrough over the last
century-and-a-half.

ROMAN
* LETTERING

Above: Spr Alan Dykes gets in some signwriting
practice on the painting and decorating course.

Above: Many cap badges get trained at RSME.
L/Cpl Stephen Adam (DERR) learns carpentry.

Below: Assembling double span girder bridge.

You can see the actual wooden prototype
of Louis Brennan's torpedo and exhibits
showing the Corps’ involvement in the
development of aviation — the School of Bal-
looning was part of the SME a century ago —
photography, signals, railways and steam
road transport, rocketry, submarine mining,
tanks, searchlights, survey and even Port-
land cement. . :

This innovative and think-tank role is still
an important one for the Corps and nowhere
is the ‘Mark One Crystal Ball’ as closely
studied as at the RSME.

Tactical Doctrine and Military Engmeer-
ing techniques are developed there. Trials
are carried out on new equipment, there is
much cross-fertilisation with other experts
both military and civilian, and the manuals
and publications that become the bibles in
their field are produced there.

The School that has been at the centre of
Sapper inventiveness and versatility for so
long is still very much alive and well.in
Chatham. | |




“Backstroke? Don’t they

“You’re in great shape for a man of sixty. What
a pity you're only forty.”
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“Your absence confirmed that you're as expendable
as your appendix, Hampson.”
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Quality and reliability — Talbot is part of Europe’s largest motor manufacturer.
Excellence in engineering — Two of our models have won the Car of the Year award.
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Their hirthplace is a speck in
the Atlantic 1200 miles from

the nearest main-

land but they are
proud to serve
in the British
Army...

MEN

FROM THE

ISLAND

A TINY ISLAND in the windswept South Above: L/Cpl Pat Thomas points the way for Below: Peaceful contrast — Pat’s island
Atlantic, 1200 miles from the neareps);t main- American tourists outside Buckingham Palace.

land — Africa — seems an unlikely spot for
the British Army to cast its recruiting net.
Yet the British dependency of St Helena
—famed in the history books as the island
where the exiled Napoleon died 160 years ago
— has provided Britain with some excellent
soldiers over the years and continues to do so.

For example, 18 years ago three young-
sters left their 47-square-mile volcanic island
homeland for the 10-day sea odyssey to
Southampton to be met by recruiting
sergeants from the local Army Careers
Information Office.

One of the trio was Warrant Officer 1
Reg Duncan, 35, or the Royal Green Jackets,
now acting as assistant adjutant at The Light
Infantry Depot, Shrewsbury.

The young men spent four days with the
RG] in Winchester to ‘get to know the Army’
and, fittingly, were actually enlisted on 21
May — St Helena Day,

Since then, Reg — married to an island girl
he met in this country and father of two
daughters — has crossed the world’s oceans
several times.

He travelled with the 2nd Battalion, Royal
Green Jackets, to the Far East, then to Rhine

continued on next page
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Army and last served with his battalion in
Northern Ireland in 1971.

Reg left his battalion to join a TA regiment
in Birmingham and, two years later, was
posted to the 3rd Battalion, The Light Infan-
try in BAOR.

Four years ago, as a WO 2, he was the
Chief Clerk chosen with seven other Army
personnel to help form the Belize Defence
Force.

During his service, Reg has made two trips
home to St Helena — the remote island first
discovered by a Portuguese sailor in 1502.

His hobbies include collecting stamps —
not only those from St Helena but from the
other South Atlantic communities of Ascen-
sion and Tristan da Cunha.

Another serving soldier from St Helena is
Staff Sergeant Ken George who is with 27
Field Regiment, Royal Artillery in Germany.
He joined the Army in 1961 and has also been
to the Far East — Hong Kong, Singapore
and a four-month detachment in Korea with
the United Nations force.

Elsewhere around the globe he has done
four tours in Northern Ireland and has vis-
ited Canada, America and Denmark on exer-
cises.

Ken has managed three trips home to St
Helena — the last four years ago — where his
mother lives in Jamestown, the capital, and
his brother Eric is the island information
officer.

Lance-Corporal Pat Thomas, 21, is a ‘red
cap’ with London District Provost Company
whose ‘beat’ stretches out to the suburbs. Itis
responsible for an area bigger than the whole
of St Helena where Pat served as a civilian
police cadet for 20 months.

So keen was Pat to get on within the ranks
of the British capital’s Royal Military Police
that he went walking in his free time just to
get to know the streets in an area of perennial
tourist ‘activity where, eventually, he will be
involved in ceremonial duties associated with
events like the Queen’s Birthday Parade, the
Royal Tournament at Earls Court, the State
Opening of Parliament and the various Lan-
caster House conferences.

It was a former member of the RMP who
first directed the teenager’s attention three
years ago to joining the specialised Corps. He
was Warrant Officer 1 Frank Short, then
serving with the ‘top brass’ of the St Helena
police force who now lives in Australia.

Pat applied. But before coming to the UK,
American connections on St Helena secured
the travel-hungry Lance Corporal Thomas a
position with an airline company in Califor-
nia where he worked as a maintenance staff
clerk.

“But I had police work in my soul, I sup-
pose,” he now admits. “It still stuck with me
over the years.”

“Britain was a strange country for me to
begin with, having been brought up in a dif-
ferent environment and having to get used to
a different system,” Pat said, traces of an
American accent still quite detectable.

Now he goes on routine car patrols among
his diverse duties. Part of his past training
included a six months’ stint with the Special
Investigations Branch (SIB). But this was not
for him on two counts.

“It was rather boring,” he conceded, “‘and
I love uniform and like to look smart in it. I
hate going round in civvies.”

Pat likes his bustling city work because he

Right: S/Sgt Ken George, 27 Field Regt RA.
28

says it gives him a chance to learn about the
British way of life.

Yet amid the milling throng to be found
daily on the doorstep of his SW1 headquar-
ters, Pat still feels the occasional pang of
nostalgia for his South Atlantic heritage.

“Yes, I do feel lonely sometimes, espe-
cially when I get mail from home in James-
town. My mother let me sort out my own

Aboye: W01 Reg Duncan, now at the LI Depot.
career though and I think she is quite proud
of me. I've certainly no regrets.”

Pat hopes to see Mum and his family later
this year when he returns on leave with his
English-born fiancee.

“I intend to do some recruiting of my own
there on behalf of the Army but particularly
for the RMPs,” he said with a wry grin. [




Break through the tax barrier
with Germany’s most reliable car!

B s Registrati
AND SAVE £££'s OFF UK RETAIL PRICES. R e
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serviceman. Send us the coupon now and we'll rush 13 | Fiat 13.8
you full information on the whole Colt range, plus ol B e
details of the dramatic tax advantages of Colt’s 16 | Peugeot 17.7
export sales. 17 | Citréen 17.9
P £ . e ' 18 | AlfaRomeo 22.5
*In the May 1980 issue of their magazine ‘Motorwelt’ ADAC 19 | Porsche 297
(the W. German equivalent of our own AA/RAC service) showed 20 | Lada 29.9

Colt cars top of the reliability table with only 3.9 breakdowns per 1,000 21 | Leyland 38,

registrations for cars up to 2 years old.

Please rush me full details of the big breakthrough to Colt

Send to Military Car Sales,

reliability and tax free purchase.

Tax Free Purchase and Export Dept.

Name The Colt Car Co. Ltd. Elliot Rd. Love Lane
Rank Regiment/Unit Cirencester Glos. GL7 1YS Tel 67705
Address Moveuptoa

Mil. Tel. No. PostingDate_

I am particularly interested (Please tick) in: Hatchback range [
Lancer range [] Celeste range [] Sigma (inc. Estate) range []

I_Galam range ] Sapporo range [

COLT

SOLD 000981  From the Mitsubishi Motors Corporation




BUFFETED by 30 miles per hour winds
the cigar shaped object pointed towards the
grey clouds racing overhead. The atmos-
phere was electric with the excitement of
space exploration in the late sixties as the
voice intoned ‘ten, nine, eight, seven . . .’

At the chant of ‘zero’ the 20 foot long
cigar shuddered and shot into the air in a
stream of smoke and flame followed, a sec-
ond later, by a mighty roar. Lance, the
British Army’s American made missile, had
left the peat bogs of South Uist and was
heading for a watery grave in the Atlantic
more than 60 miles away.

What we were seeing was the most impor-
tant day of the year for the men of 15 Missile
Battery, part of the Army’s only nuclear
missile regiment, 50 Missile Regiment,
Royal Artillery.

For the 120 men of the battery who had
come along to the firing range in the bleak
Hebridean outpost only get to see Lance
fired on one day a year. They make an

30

Story: John Waiton
Pictures: Paul Haley

annual trip from their home base at Men-
den, near Dortmund, to fire three of the
American made rockets with inert war-
heads.

Each of the four batteries which make up
50 Missile Regiment spend a week in the
Hebrides preparing for the firing. The day
before, with rain beating a steady tattoo on
the range Nissen huts, the launcher teams
had gone through a practice run — some-
thing which they do regularly in Germany
but which, on this occasion, would be fol-
lowed by the real thing.

Said Major Herbert Abela, battery com-
mander: “This is the only British range on
which we can fire the Lance. It gives us the
chance to test both training and equip-
ment.”

Firing in a place like South Uist does have
its drawbacks of course. The terrain doesn’t
look a lot like central Europe. Normally the

‘Lance hides in a wood and emerges for

firing, but in the windswept Hebrides trees

are almost unheard of. As Major Abela put
it: “You have to use your imagination.”

SOLDIER’s photographer, Paul Haley,
was with the seven man launcher crew and
other commanders and personnel in an old
Saracen hulk only 100 yards away from that
morning shot.

He said afterwards: “There was a real
atmosphere at the count down. One or two
were cracking little jokes but they fell really
flat. It was a tremendous experience.”

In the late afternoon a second rocket was
launched. This time the crew were dressed
in NBC suits — which does make the task
slightly more difficult. Again the Lance
went off on time and punched a hole
through a gap in the clouds which had
miraculously appeared only a couple of
minutes before blast off.

Afterwards a jubilant Major Abela
reported that “both had gone like clock-
work”. Their whereabouts had been con-
firmed by the control centre ‘Space City’,

-

Three pictures just three seconds apart.

Lower right: Lance is all set for firing.

Right: Ignition — the missile starts to spin.
Left: Blast off in plume of smoke and flame.
perched high on a hill behind the range like
some Mediterranean monastery but housing
some of the most sophisticated and modern
radar devices.

Said the commander: “Though it is a
good system things can go wrong and when
it is seen to have gone well it is proof that the
men have done their jobs properly. I have
seen a lot of smiling faces and being on
target gives them a lot of confidence in their
kit.”

That night the Hebridean murk cleared at
last and all was set for a midnight (and
twilight) firing. For the Westérn Isles are
almost the land of the midnight sun in the
middle of summer — the last glow of sunset
was still on the horizon as the witching hour
approached. 1

continued on page 33
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BUILDING SOCIETY
INVESTORS

DONoT
REPLY
TOTHIS

Ifyour BUILDING SOCIETVY pays
youinterestofupto

hlglnr man direct
Building Society Investment

—

OUTSTANDING NON-SPECULATIVE CAPITAL
GROWTH can be achieved far in excess of current
Building Society Interest Rates by investing monthly
or annually over a period of four years to produce an
approximate 55% HIGHER GROWTH RATE. Lump
sum investors gain even more — over 60%.

Available for all children over 12 years (even if they
are not taxpayers).

For the higher rate taxpayer the yields are
exceptional, i.e. 26.6% gross can be obtained by 50%
taxpayers (equivalent to 13.3% nett)

Based on current rates and dependent on age(s)

For more information, without obligation, please reply to:

DIE

DIF &ASSOCIATES

Investment, Tax and Property Consultants.

20C Preston Street, Brighton, Sussex. BN1 2HN.
Tel:(0273)732611/203278

Name: ....
Address:

Birth date (male)
Highest tax rate: ..............

| have available to invest:

MOnthiy £ & oinaniiins
Lump sum: £.

ADVERTISEMENT

O at 30‘/-

R e e e ]

If you live anywhere north of Watford Gap,
driving home from the Channel Ports can be a |
shattering experience.

Especially with a family in tow.

Which is why we suggest you take the
easy way out: Sail with North Sea Ferries from
Rotterdam (Europoort) or Zeebrugge to Hull.

On a North Sea Ferries ship you'll find
everything you need to keep you, your wife and
your children happy.

There are bars, lounges, duty-free shops,
a dance floor and colour television. As well as
comfortable cabins where you can get a good
night’s sleep.

Andaslap-updinner, morningteaand full

|

.| breakfast are included in the fare.

Speaking of the fare, it's very fair. We give
concessional rates on Continental fares only,
to all servicemen and their families stationed
on the Continent.

In fact, when it comes to looking after your
army, we're the professionals.

For further details, write to: North Sea
Ferries, Dept. SOL  Beneluxhaven, Europoort,
Postbus 1123, 3180 AC Rozenberg, Holland
or your Continental travel agent.

IF YOU'RE GOING

HOME ON LEAVE,

WE'LLTAKE CARE
OF YOUE ARMY

|
> \“. /

A P&D/Nedl\oyd Jomt Venture,

p




Above: Unloading warhead from special case.

Waiting and watching were men from the
two previous crews as well as most of the
other battery members who had travelled
from Germany. As firing time approached
they talked to SOLDIER.

Gunner Brian Rogers, working with a
theodolite, had put an earlier missile into the
actual angle for firing. He said: “I have seen
it fired before but this was the first time I
have been sat right next to it. In the Saracen
though we didn’t get a very good view of it.
All it was was a big loud bang, a few flames
and it was gone.”

Lance-Bombardier Colin Crofts didn’t see
the actual missile go at all. He pressed the
button and then watched the Lance progress

along its pre-set course by means of a red
light on a box.

Bombardier Paul Scarfe, a launcher team
leader, commented: “It’s nice to see it go for
the lads’ sake. You have to see their faces
when the missile goes live. I was watching
one of the crew today who was on his first
visit to the Hebrides. You could see his face
light up with amazement when it went.”

As the third Lance rose with a roar into
the night sky leaving a spectacular trail of
flames, the watching soldiers cheered. Once
again the Lance was spot on target and they
were content to return to their regular round
of dry training in Germany knowing that the
missile was efficient and they were too. W
Below: Lowering missile onto launch vehicle.

50 Missile Regiment, Royal Artillery,
is the British Army’'s only nuclear
missile regiment. It is also the largest
Lance regiment among the Allies —
the other nations who have the mis-
sile favour smaller units.

Lance replaced Honest John as the
regiment’s means of delivering tacti-
cal nuclear weapons in 1976. It is 20
feet long and travels at twice the
speed of sound.

Below: Checking fins before assembling them.
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House Rirchase?

As brokers to leading life assurance offices, Naafi is
able to offer independent advice on savings plans, life
assurance and house purchase finance.

Additionally Naafi has obtained from certain companies ® FREEPOST

o ; NO STAMP NEEDED
favourable terms and conditions for service personnel. :
For the best help with life assurance, savings plans or ISend fo: Ng”':h
house purchase, complete the coupon and we will send F':E';r;gg: dhomacs

you full written details without obligation. LONDON SE11 4BR

Name Rank

Address Service No.

Telephone No.

Date of birth | can save about £ monthly

Married/ Single Children: aged

(Sfrike out which does not apply)

HOUSE PURCHASERS PLEASE STATE: When it is hoped to buy
Estimated purchase price £

Approx. deposit available £

Name and address of building society (if any)

NAAFI-YOUR OWN INSURANCE BROKER
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ARMY OFF THE PEG

FOR ELEVEN YEARS NOW, Colonel Bill
Hiles has been quietly building up his own
personalised, unpaid militia — an army with
a clearly defined peacetime role of holding
invitation cards at dinner parties. Admit-
tedly, his soldiers are a little wooden in their
military deportment — but that’s because
they are all carved out of clothes pegs.

Colonel Hiles, based at HQ Allied Forces
Southern Europe (AFSOUTH) is its Chief
POET that is, head of Plans, Operations,
Exercises and Training for an areaembracing
a 1700-mile arc running from northern Italy
to Mount Ararat in eastern Turkey and cov-
ering one-and-a-half million square-miles.

His private army, average height 100 cen-
timetres, gets ‘fell in’ among the silver service
to parade on a burnished oak table-top. Off-
duty, the miniatures are quietly quartered on
a bookshelf in the lounge just a gaze away
from an azure Neopolitan bay.

Colonel Hiles, former CO of the 1st Batta-
lion, Royal Irish Rangers, explained: “I was
wandering through the streets of Mons once
when I saw some model soldiers which took

my eye in a shop. It all started from there.”

Painting lead soldiers from the Napoleonic
era led, eventually, to the idea of carving
clothes pegs into soldiers.

Since then, the senior British officer at HQ
AFSOUTH, has devoted several hours of his
spare time making up his Lilliputian-sized
soldiers in intricately painted uniforms going
back over the centuries.

With magnifying glass, carving instru-
ments, standard modelling paints, a keen eye
and a steady hand, he is still ‘recruiting’ to a
force which always wins the admiration of
visitors for sheer smartness of turn-out.

Colonel Hiles uses military reference
works to get the itemised details on uniforms
absolutely right in every aspect.

Pieces of string . . . cocktail sticks . . .
silver elements from a tube of shaving cream

. . even some miniscule snippets from his
wife’s jewellery, all go into this mini-militia.

Always, the colonel looks for character in
the faces of the models gracing his dinner
table.

He says: “My Irish Ranger looks like a
Paddy. The French cavalry man, like a
brandy and wine drinking man.” [ ]

Above: Colonel Bill Hiles adjusts name card.
Below: A line-up of his modelling skills.

STAREV-CRIGHTON LTD.

939/943 LINCOLN ROAD, WALTON, PETERBOROUGH. Tel: 7183673543

THE EUROPEAN CONNECTION

Starey Crnighton & Fairways have over 25
years experience in the forces motoring
requirements.  Therefore we can offer a
most comprehensive exchange system

Part exchange your car in the UK or
Cyprus and with our combined resources
we can supply your new vehicle for U K

Cyprus or Europe

We have available the following quotations are available for credit terms
U.K. {Duty paid) .. ’ ... Colt, Saab from the above address or NAAFI finance
Germany . Saab, Ford, Vauxhall, Colt and insurance Hire purchase settlement
(Duty free with U K delivery) and cash allowances for outstanding
Cyprus (Duty free) ............ Colt  customs clearance

We have a delivery collection service from For a
airports or docks in the UK Written

Professional Service use the
European Connection

FRIRWAY IMOTOR ENTERPRISES

LARNACA Tel: 52169 LIMASSOL Tel: 71017/8 NICOSIA Tel: 42037 /8 CYPRUS
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L Service Dress and Blues Hats supplied.

G. D. Golding
Tailors Ltd.

Military Livery and
Civilian Tailors
Officers and Senior NCQO’s uniforms

m made to measure

Y : . (==}

"=/ Appointed tailors to the \=/

LRIt officers of the e = L
fas %“r’jb Household Cavalry. [/

Exclusively cut
and tailored in
our own
workrooms by
experienced
craftsmen, under
the personal

= m supervision of
G Mr. Golding.
We offer top quality service using the
finest Barethea and Superfine materials,
with competitive prices and free credit.
Our special fast service is available at no
extra charge.

We can also supply:

Military ties, Blazer badges, Badges of
rank, Marcella shirts, Miniature medals,
Sam Browne belts, Canes, Spurs and
George boots.

Full-sized medals remounted.

1

S

ZIPPO LIGHTERS

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH
YOUR CREST

The original petrol windproof

lighters. Guaranteed for life or

repaired free of charge. Delivered

duty paid UK or duty free over-
seas.

Minimum engraved order

————————— ———————————— 50
{ Our Sales Director will call at your i
| request. |
i 79 g ey seaatly

I Ring “"7..(]”81 g Tltt for details to i For full details complete the coupon below and send
| 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts | to:
I R R T N M T 7 i 110 Ll " e e I ___________________________ -
T N & i wviaa s oo g B A bl oo s | 36 HERTFORD ST, LONDON W.1.
I B e e e S R e SRR TR, S R e | Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo'
| | n | lighters engraved with my Regimental Crest.
| I’ case state your I arricualar re .]‘.llf\. ments priow . — |
l ............................................................ | NAME .. . ooiiiy o adaatembaiaal o L. s S A S
0 T ) T e e |1l aporess .. <l i
|| I S e R, g S R e A |
I | .........................................................
| .............................................................. [ .........................................................
T R SV RTSIONAGR R NSNS Rl |
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Raise money for your dub, charity, society or

organisation with our tear open

WINDOW and RUB OFF games (selling at
5p. 10p & 20p). FOOTBALL CARDS,
PICK-A-CARD, PUNCHBOARDS etc

Over 35 different types available
Gross Profits from £5 to £3 50

e |

U=

All items are guaranteed and are |
seling lundrassers of their lype ava

PRICE LIST & ORDER FORM ETC.
L NAVICIE TVAW 1))
N Wb S T EIN TS

5-7 New York Road, Leeds L52 7PL
‘Phone Leeds (STD 0532) 34230. Telex 557220,

or 24 hour arswenng service Leeds (STD 0532) 706821
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WRITE OR PHONE FOR LATEST NEW ENLARGED FREE BROCHURE, I.

f

e ﬁ\
FOR YOUR NEXT NSW
OR QUALITY USED.-

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
PHONE OR WRITE:
CHRIS SMITH
VOLVO HOUSE MILLBROOK
ROUNDABOUT SOUTHAMPTON

AFTER A SERIES of moves the museum of
the Somerset Light Infantry is now perma-
nently settled in an exclusive gallery of the
Somerset County Museum and also incorpo-
rates items relating to the North Somerset
Yeomanry and West Somerset Yeomanry to
make it in every sense the Somerset Military
Museum. It was opened by the Queen
Mother in 1974,

The majority of exhibits have been col-
lected over the years by the county regi-
ment, the Somerset Light Infantry, and they
trace the history of Somerset military forma-
tions from 1685 to the present day. By way
of introduction there are Regimental Col-
ours of the Somersets carried in the Crimean
War and a large genealogical chart showing
the amalgamation of the regiments of the
county of Somerset and their ultimate
incorporation in 1968 into The Light Infan-
try. There follow relics such as a bandolier
worn at Culloden, an early 19th century
silver belt plate and an 1859 Regimental
Colour presented by Prince Albert on the
formation of the 2nd Battalion of the Regi-
ment and carried in Burma in 1885-87.

The 1848 uniform, medals and equipment
of Captain Edward Boyd and the Talbot
collection comprising the portrait, uniform
and medals of Captain George Talbot
(1823-1914), who on his retirement became
Chief Commissioner of the Dublin Met-
ropolitan Police, are of particular interest
while a delightful sketch by Queen Victoria
of the Prince Consort and a selection of
militia shakos, badges and belt buckles pave
the way to a room dedicated to the five-
month siege of Jellalabad (1842) where the
13th Foot, later to become the Somerset
Light Infantry, gained the proud title of
“The Illustrious Garrison’,

Dominating the room is Lady Butler’s
famous painting, The Remnanis of an Army.
The lone rider on an exhausted horse was Dr
Brydon, sole survivor of 16,000 troops and
followers slaughtered by Afghan tribesmen
as they made their way from Kabul ‘under
safe conduct’ towards Jellalabad. Three
months later the ‘Illustrious Garrison’
routed the Afghan army, recaptured Kabul
and eventually returned triumphant to
India.

Another relic of those days is the Attar-
Dan silver perfume container presented by
the Other Ranks of the 13th to the Sepoys of
the 35th Native Infantry as a gesture of
friendship. They had defended Jellalabad
together and looked on each other as ‘blood
brothers’.

There is a good collection of gorgets and
among a fine exhibition of uniforms in
remarkably good condition are a coatee of
the West Somerset Local Militia (1808-16),
a mid-19th century 13th Foot Light Com-

THE SOMERSET
MILITARY MUSEUM

;
pany officer’s coatee, the elaborately
coatee of a West Somerset Yeomanry
and a tableau featuring a group wearin;
mess dress of the three regiments fe:
the museum. An impressive display of m
als includes a George Cross awarded
Captain Latutin, Somerset Light Inf
and among nearly 500 groups there i
worn by RSM Arthur Cook who
throughout World War One and fir
retired as Chief Yeoman Warder
Tower of London.

A West Somerset Yeomanry kettle di
a North Somerset Yeomanry officer’s gaunt-
lets, a cavalry trooper’s sword and an 1875
NSY shabrack are typical of the Yeomanry
exhibits while another case concentrates on a
history of the county’s Volunteers.

The Somerset Light Infantry’s involve-
ment in the Zulu, Sudan and Burmese cam-
paigns are thoroughly dealt with and one of
three pictures by Orlando Norrie shows the
Regimental Colours being carried in action
for the last time at Ulundi in 1879,

A vicious three-pronged dagger is one of
many souvenirs of the third Afghan War
while a Boer slouch hat, bandoliers and a
water bottle are typical reminders of the
South African War. A selective series of
exhibits relating to the two World Wars are
displayed to advantage while other sections
of this well arranged museum cover jungle
warfare in Malaya, divisional signs, special-
ist badges and other items of regimental
interest,

Finally, shown with pride and affection,
there is a signed photograph of the Duke of
York, later King George VI, who was
Colonel-in-Chief of the Somerset Light
Infantry from 1921 until his death. His
jacket, presented by the Queen Mother,
stands alongside.

John Jesse

Regimental Secretary: Lieut-Col R G
Woodhouse (Retd)

Curator: Mr D Fleetwood

Address: Somerset Military Museum,
The Castle,” ”
Taunton "

Telephone: Taunton 73434 ext 663 or
73451 ext 286

Open: 1000 to 1700 Monday to Saturday
June-September and Monday to
Friday October-May

Closed: Public holidays

Admission: 40p, children 15p; Senior
Citizens free.

- This concludes our series on Military Museums.
" A series on corps and regimental badges will

begin in the new fortnightly SOLDIER.
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WHEN THE Royal Fleet Auxiliary Ser-
vice’s landing ship logistic, Sir Bedivere,
sailed for Gibraltar from Liverpool it
became the first troopship to carry a batta-
lion to an overseas posting for about 18
years.

And as the 300-plus men of the 1st Bat-
talion, The Staffordshire Regiment were
played aboard by a military band their
embarkation marked the successful culmi-
nation of months of hard work by a small
group of ‘backroom boys’ — the Transport
and Movements staff of North-West Dis-
trict.

Issuing movement instructions, arranging
transport to the docks, prestowing cargo,
preparing manifests, liaising with Govern-
ment freight agents, deciding march-on
order and marshalling — these were some of
the many tasks faced by the small group who
are also responsible for the military person-
nel who leave on the nightly ferries for
Northern Ireland.

All the movements from three districts —
North West, Western and Wales, represent-
ing a huge slice of the western half of Britain
— are controlled from an office in the
District Headquarters at Preston.

Major David Hammett, who is in charge
of the Transport and Movements branch,
has two Warrant Officers (Class One), a staff
sergeant, two sergeants, three corporals and
a lance-corporal working for him. Officially
they are divided into a traffic office and a
mobile team but in practise all of them
take their turn on the roster for
movements duty.

This involves a nightly visit to
Liverpool Docks for the Northern
Ireland ferry and, on a less regular
basis, trips to Manchester Airport and p
occasionally Birmingham and Liver- W
pool (Speke). i

Liverpool is also used for the Isle of Man
ferry, there is another ferry from Heysham
and — way down to the south and west in
‘little England beyond Wales’ — the team is
responsible for handling movements in and
out of Pembroke Dock.

The nightly ritual at Liverpool often
involves only one member of the staff. On a
" good many of the 350 nights a year only a

i

handful of Service personnel or their
families make the crossing.

But on other occasions, such as when
there is industrial or weather trouble at
airports, the number can quickly become
hundreds and more movements staff have to
be drafted in. Earlier this year a strike at
Belfast Airport coincided with a battalion
move.

“We had about 300 passengers one night.
We took their airline tickets from them and
issued them with ferry tickets. We managed
to get 200 into beds and the other 100 had to
sit up,” said Major Hammett.

Most people go to Northern Ireland by air
these days except for major unit moves. The
average passenger will be going by boat
because they are taking their car, their pet
dog or cat or simply because they don’t like
flying.

In a big move the branch is often
augmented by a senior NCO from the unit

Left: WO1 Jim Kirwan in Preston movers’
office.

concerned. He will sit with the team at
Preston for several weeks prior to the move
and will then take a full part in the actual
moving process.

“It pays dividends for people to see one of
their own cap badges, a person they recog-
nise, working alongside my own chaps,”
says Major Hammett.

In the last decade or so the branch has
grown in importance because of the North-
ern Ireland situation. Any application from
anywhere in the werld for a Serviceman to
travel to Northern Ireland by surface trans-
port has to go through the Preston office.

And they also have responsibility for over
1000 sub-units including the TA and cadet
forces within the three districts. All bids to
go away for training by any of these units are
collated and those who are going overseas by
air or sea are then helped on their way.

This entails production of movement
instructions, route details, dealing with the

shipping company and a lot of other neces-

(continued on page 41)
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If you're about to be posted
abroad, here are six great ways you
could save tax.

Simply take any of our wide
range of superb Volkswagen and
Audis.

You'll save hundreds of pounds
on the economical Polo. Over a
thousand on the luxurious Audi 100
models.

And we've special forces
finance and discounts to help you
save even more.

From the moment you make your
choice, one of our Export Sales Con-
sultants will personally take care of

all the ins and outs of documentation,
customs, shipping, registration,
insurance —even the money side.
And make sure the model you
take is right for where you're going.
We'll deliver your car fast and
even when you've gone we'll look

after you with the world's finest service.

Come to our West End show-
room —or any of our dealers - see the
cars and find out how our efficiency
can save you taxing yourself
needlessly. -

Giveus a
ring on 01-486 8411 P

-_—

or clip the coupon. Persc;;IExporfSoles

Six great ways
fo save tax.

Personal Export Sales Volkswagen |GBI Ltd.,

95 Baker Street, London WIM IFB.

Name

Rank

Address

Unit

Tel: No. evening
daytime
leminterestedin:
Forusein:
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Budgerigars and parrots often pro-
vide some of the biggest headaches
for members of the Movements
team. To be admitted to Northern
Ireland a bird has to have a certifi-
cate of veterinary health and an
import licence.

Says Sergeant Martin Cassell, one
of the movers: “It's a real problem
when people turn up with birds
without the necessary bits of paper.
One of our staff sergeants still has a
cockateel which was left here and
never claimed. It can sometimes take
as long as three weeks so we now
adopt the attitude that the person
must go away and get his bits of
paper.

“When you have a kid it can mean
heartbreak to lose his budgie. The
vet's fee costs £8 and it is really
better for the budgie to stay over this
side of the water with grandma.”

WO1 Kirwan and Major Hammett watch with
one of the German tank crew as stalied Md48 is
cleared from pontoon bridge at Pembroke Dock.

sary paperwork. In some cases the branch
will set up a ‘mini-South Cerney’ and pro-
cess the whole move out.

Major Hammett says he runs “a peak and
trough organisation”. In the winter months
pressure eases off a little but from April to
September things are very busy for air, sea,
road and rail travel.

“The men themselves are all very happy.
They work very long hours, an awful lot of it

ML AR Rk
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ergeant Martin Cassell checks in soldiers
hnd familigs: for Northern Ireland sailing.

at night, and they have some very under-
standing wives. The best thing one can say
about the job is that whether the man is a
commissioned officer, a senior NCO or a
lance-corporal he is the man in charge on the
ground at the time. He can authorise a
flight, or a taxi for a compassionate case. If a
young lance-corporal needs to put 90 people
into a hotel, that is his problem — and he
does it.”




Dress Unifotins

to give distinguished
service.

Now it’s so easy to buy
Our policy of supplying the highest quality
mess dress and civilian wear plus the best
value for money has proved so popular,
that Uniformal is now personally
represented here in Germany as
well as the UK.

And so easy to pay

Whether you want discount
for full payment with order,
or to pay in instalments, or to
buy instantly, tailoring many
times the value of your small
monthly payments can be
yours with a Uniformal
Budget Account.

With maximum discount,
your dress uniform could £ 1 ! 8
cost as little as

For complete details of Uniformal’s
range, easy payment plans and personal
service just write or phone, stating your
name, address and give details of your
requirements.

To: Ken Dungey, Uniformal,
Van Dungie House,

Meynell Avenue, Rothwell,
Leeds LS26 0QD.
Tel. 0532 826102
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FM21-76: SURVIVAL, EVASION & ESCAPE The Bible
of military survival manuals. Compiled by the U.S.
Army Special Warfare School, Ft. Bragg. Covers all
aspects of survival in all climate zones. For use by

the individual soldier when things go wrong.

SURVIVAL: Navigation — by land, water, sun and
stars. Hazards — dangerous snakes, fish, mammals
and plants. How to capture, cook and preserve
edible plants, mammals and fish. (All illustrated in
colour.) Sheiter making. All aspects of cold weather,
tropic, sea and desert survival.

EVASION:
Camouflage and
concealment,
breakout and
exfiltration, E &
E lines.

ESCAPE: Capture and
interrogation — what to
expect, what to do. The
escape plan — techniques
and roli call cover-up. This is
the official military document — not a reprint.

61 x 4in; 431 pages; 122-page appendix detailing
plants and animals in colour.

Belongs in every backpack or military library.
Price: £6.95 plus £1 postage & packing

SURVIVAL BOOK CATALOGUE — over 700 exciting
books 40p (Stamps 0.K.) FREE with book order

P.T.J. ENTERPRISES (Dept. SFM)
Capel, Llangorse, Brecon, Powys LD3 7UL.

SPECIAL WARRANTY AND TERMS FOR H.M.FORCES.

EXPORT ..

GILBERT RICE
350 Newmarket Rd
Cambridge

Telephone:
0223 69661

HOME

MARKET
ENQUIRIES
WELCOME

A - CAPRI

GRANADA

®CHOOSE FROM A RANGE OF 5 |PLEASE| ¢ ALL MODELS EQUIPPED FOR
MODELS WITH OVER 80 TICK
DERIVATIVES AND ENGINES USE IN EUROPE.
® 12 MONTH FULL WARRANTY
RANGING FROM 950cc to 3000cc
e @ FULL NETWORK OF FORD
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EXTENSIVE STOCKS
® FULL DOCUMENTATION EXPORT
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Housego, won the coveted BBC TV ‘Mas-
termind’ trophy last year. But after a visit to
the Royal British Legion’s Taxi School just a
six hit from the Oval, where a significant
proportion of the capital’s cab drivers are
trained, the only surprise is that it has not
happened before. You need the retentive
memory of a ‘Mastermind’ to even become a
London cabby.

For one of the requirements to obtain a
licence, apart from passing an advanced driv-
ing test, is to have a complete knowledge of
London streets within a six mile radius of
Charing Cross. This is an area extending to
Alexandra Palace in the north, Canning
Town in the east, Streatham Common in the
south and Chiswick in the west.

Says Mr Roy Cuming, the taxi school
superintendent: “There is enough mileage
on the streets of that area to take you to Cape
Town and back again.”

To pass his Public Carriage Office test the
would-be cabby will have to answer a lot of
questions about routes within that area. He
will have to outline routes of reasonable
minimum distance between random places
and know all about one way streets and diver-
sions. He will learn these from a book con-
taining 468 different runs.

Then there are the points for pick-ups. He
will be tested on his knowledge of public
buildings, cinemas, restaurants, churches,
courts, residential blocks, factories and many

( e -
. . others — he 1s expected to be familiar with
‘ 4 some 15,000 of these in London.
Roy, who learned to drive when he was a
National Serviceman on the permanent staff
' ;?-\ i at Sandhurst, admits that the course is very
4 difficult. There is a third section on suburban
& ’ runs where the candidate does not have to
know all the street names but will be
expected to give the route from, say, Shep-
L perton to Blackheath.

What they are seeking is a ‘green badge’,
which entitles the taxi driver to ply for hire

Above: Mr Tony Speight, who once served with Below and right: Learning ‘the knowledge’ in anywhere in the Metropolitan Police area.
the RASC, has just qualified as a London cabby. 1947 by bicycle and, 34 years later, by moped.
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« on, they went speedily to the scene of
8 blazes both during the blitz and after.

k British Legion Section of the London

| experienced ex-servicemen who
i would not panic under conditions of

During the Second World War all of
London’s taxi cabs were immediately
requisitioned for war work. They
were used both as ambulances and
as fire engines. Towing a trailer pump
and laden with ladders, axes and so

The Taxi School pupils became the

Ambulance Brigade. And the trained
drivers who had been through the
school were drafted as convoy lead-
ers and to drive the fire engine cabs.
Says Roy Cuming: ““They were

bombing and gunfire. And because
they had ‘the knowledge’ they were
usually able to get to the scene of the
fire quickly.”

Left: Roy and Austin LL used on WW2 fire duty.

Other drivers, not so rigorously tested, have
yellow licences but can only ply within two-
and-a-half miles of their own suburban area.

The school, which has been operating
since 1928, was originally started solely to
help ex-servicemen find employment. Since
1946 it has been a Government retraining
centre but ex-soldiers still take priority fol-
lowed by disabled persons (those who are
able to drive). About one in three of all new
London taxi drivers are graduates of the
Legion school.

Practically all of those accepted by the
school eventually get their licences. This is

not only a tribute to the training at the school
but a reflection of the fact that most applic-
ants are weeded out at a much earlier stage.

They have to apply to the Public Carriage
Office, who give them a medical and check
references and criminal records. If there is
any question of dishonesty, the application
will go no further.

Teaching what is known in the trade as ‘the
knowledge’ is done out in the streets of Lon-
don as well as in the classroom. The students
run their own mopeds — although there is
usually a reservoir of secondhand machines
for sale from those who have gone before.

Says Mr Cuming: “If a person doesn’t have
proper advice and training he can mull
around for years without getting through. I
had a chap who came here who had been
doing the knowledge for five-and-a-half
years. There is a hard way todo it and aneven
harder way — ours is just the hard way.”

And it is hard. Mr Cuming recalls that two
university dons who studied the course came
to the conclusion that it was the equivalent of
a two year degree course.

“You have to dedicate yourself to London
— sleeping eating and drinking it. Watching
Match of the Day and playing darts are out
until you finish.”

To the suggestion that it was like getting to
know London as well as the average small
town resident knew his own town, Mr Cum-
ing challenged: “Can you really tell me the
names of all the streets you pass through
between your house and the shopping
centre? Most people know their way around
their own area but they do not know the name
of every street.”

Having established that the London cabby
needs to know more about the capital than
the back of his hand, Mr Cuming said that
one ex-serviceman, a Navy man with an elec-
tronics background, had sailed through ‘the
knowledge’ in almost a record time — 12
months. But others, who are Londoners and
think they know the city, are soon disabused.

Ex-Regulars who have not been long out of
the Army and disabled people all qualify for
grants to go to the school. They have to
report on a regular basis for classwork or to
go out on the road. Others, who may still be
in other jobs, will have to fit the course into
their spare time.

At the end of the day the ex-soldier can
become a London cab driver — possibly the
best trained and most highly controlled in the
world. As Mr Cuming is keen to point out
there has been only one London taxi pas-
senger killed in an accident since the last war.

Says chief instructor, Mr Bob Higgins: “I
am sure a lot of ex-servicemen would like to
become cab drivers and don’t know anything
about us.” But before you take an interest
you must live in the Metropolitan Police area
— and you must have the ability to be a
‘Mastermind’ and learn all about ‘the know-
ledge’. W
Left: Would-be cabbies go back to school. Mr
Bob Higginson is the instructor in charge.




If you're going overseas, now’s your
chance to cash in on your tax free privileges.
In the shape of a superb new BL car of
your choice which can show you the sort of

savings you see opposite. Savings that
include a special forces discount in addition
to your tax free entitlement.

So you can buy a fabulous Metro for little
over £2000. Or a Rover for the price other
people pay for a Cortina.

And don't forget that you can enjoy such
luxury for up to 6 months in this country
before you're posted. And then take what's
best of British with you confident in the
knowledge that wherever you are, you'll
never be far from the support of the huge BL
parts and service network.

Find out how BL give you more by talking
to your local Dealer. Or just post the coupon.
But youd better be quick. At these prices,
everybody will be clammouring for an
overseas posting.
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Lucky dip

‘World War Il Almanac: 1931-1945°
(Robert Goralski)
It was, perhaps, unlucky that the
review copy first fell open at page 356
which carries a picture-caption
beginning, “Royal Scottish Fusiliers
.."" The first impression created by
this bloomer was not confirmed,
though no doubt veterans of the
Royal Indian Army Service Corps
will object to the omission of “Army”’
from their title in another caption.
As a reference book covering polit-
ical and military events across the
whole world during its period, this
volume has obvious uses. As a
straight read it would be indigestible,
but as a lucky dip it is enhanced by
excellent pictures and ‘boxes’ in
which the author offers titbits. These
include the origin of the Molotov

WORLDWAR I
ALMANAC =
19311945

A POLITICAL
AND MILITARY RECORD

ROBERT GORALSKI

cocktail (invented and ironically
named by the Finns), little-known
code-names (the Foreign Secretary,
Anthony Eden, was ‘Compost’) and a
report on a concrete barge built spe-
cially to produce 5100 gallons of
ice-cream every hour for the Ameri-
can sailors in the South Pacific.
There are also some impressive statis-
tics in an appendix.

A word of caution: although accu-
rate, some of the brief daily entries
can be misleading. Thus an entry for
2 December 1944 says, “East African
troops of the British Fourteenth
Army advanced to the Chindwin in
Burma.” This is right in that East
African troops entered Kalewa from
the Khabaw valley that day but

46

masks the fact that another brigade of
the same East African division had
been operating along the Chindwin
farther north for months.

Hamish Hamilton, Garden House,
57-59 Long Acre, London WC2 97Z —
£9.95 RLE

Islands at war

‘The War in the Channel Islands —
Then and Now’ (W.(G. Ramsey)

The Channel Islands, the only British
territory to be occupied by the Ger-
mans in World War Two, had a
rough time of it. Whitehall’s delay in
announcing their demilitarisation
resulted in unneccesary raids by the
Luftwaffe which killed 44 people.
Then came the vears under the jack-
boot, deportations to forced labour,
shortages of food and other supplies
and the building of German defences.

The British cabinet had decided
that the Islands not only had no
strategic importance, they might
even prove an economic embarrass-
ment to an occupying force. They
were more than that, they were a
considerable drain on military
resources. For every unarmed man,
woman and child who stayed behind
— about 60,000 of them — there was
an armed German, along with slave
workers of the Todt organisation,
and great quantities of weapons and
material were poured into the fortifi-
cations. The Germans got a little
return for their efforts and a battery
on Alderney shelled American supply
routes on the Cotentin peninsula in
1944.

The occupation has left the islan-
ders with tourist attractions and a
hobby which between them produce
the Channel Islands Occupation Soc-
iety, which co-operated enthusiasti-
cally with Mr Ramsey. The most
notable feature of his book is his col-
lection of “Then’ and ‘Now’ pictures,
for the latter of which members of
the Society posed. Some of these
‘Now’ pictures are rankest amateur-
ism, matched by their captions, but
archives have yielded so many good
pictures that Mr Ramsey must be
forgiven.

His accounts of the Islands under
occupation, the seven British raids on

them and the immediate post-war
period and today with its relics,
museums and cemeteries, are
detailed. And for the would-be
holidaymaker Mr Ramsey runs
through the holiday hotels, describ-
ing the fate of each under the occupa-
tion. This was a Kommandatur, that
was a strongpoint with a 105mm gun
beside it, those were soldiers’ clubs.
You can pick your bit of history and
go and live in it for a few days.
Battle of Britain Prints, 3 New Plais-
tow Road, London E15 3FA — £10.95
RLE

Heroes’ tales
‘Soldiers of the Night' (David Schoen-

brun)

On May 10 1940 the Germans
launched their offensive which was to
cut France in half. Bewildered by the
speed of the German advance, the
French army collapsed. By mid June
the enemy were in Paris; the bulk of
the country was occupied and the rest
administered by Marshal Pétain’s col-
laboratist regime at Vichy.

Within a few weeks, the concept of
resistance to the German occupation
had taken root, encouraged by De
Gaulle’s famous broadcast from exile
on June 18. On June 20, a young man
named Etienne Achavanne cut the
telegraph wires outside the occupied
airfield at Boos. He was caught
and shot. His was probably the

first act of Resistance sabotage and
he was the movement’s first martyr.
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The Resistance drew recruits from
all walks of French society from Paris
intellectuals to country farm boys.
The initial groups were fragmented
and poorly organised, distanced from
each other by rival political ambitions
almost as much as from the enemy.
Gradually they became more effi-
cient, drawn together by many extra-
ordinary characters and encouraged
by the Allies, until the Resistance
boasted bands of formidable forest-
dwelling guerillas — the Magquis.
Ordinary men and women operated a
campaign of harassment which began
with the daubing of slogans on walls
in the dead of night and the punctur-
ing of German car fuel tanks, and
eventually encompassed full-scale
raids and ambushes. The price could
be high; the midnight knock on the
door, followed by Gestapo torture
and death, for individuals or the
liquidation of entire communities
thought to be implicated. When the
SS crushed Maquis resistance in the
Vercors, they took grim revenge on

the civilian population by killing,
burning and looting.

In this book, David Schoenbrun
attempts the first full history of the
Resistance movements, attempting to
map out the histories of the widely
disparate groups and individuals and
spotlighting the behind-the-scenes
machinations between the Allies
supporting the movement and the
Resistance leaders themselves.

A war correspondent who saw the
Resistance first hand in North Africa
and France, head of the Paris Bureau
of CBS for 17 years, a holder of the
Croix de Guerre and Legion D’Hon-
neur, Mr Schoenbrun is well qual-
ified to write this story, the moke so
because he draws on a wealth of
personal reminiscences by surviving
members of the movement. If his
style is a little too journalistic, and
betrays an occasional American bias,
this should not detract from his
achievement in telling the story of an
extraordinary, heroic, complex and
dangerous aspect of recent history
with admirable clarity.

Robert Hale Lid, 45-47 Clerkenwell
Green, London ECIR OHT — £9.95
IJK

On the rampage

‘Defeat at the Falklands’ (Edwin P
Hoyr)

In telling the story of the German
East Asia Fleet in World War One,
Edwin Hoyt has chosen one of the
most exciting adventure stories in
maritime history.

The fleet was originally intended
to police Germany’s colonial posses-
sions in China, With the onset of
war, her commander, Admiral Graf
von Spee, decided to leave eastern
waters, surrounded as they were by
hostile colonies, run for the Pacific,
round Cape Horn and break into the
Atlantic. The cruiser Emden, cut off
from the rest of the fleet, went on the
rampage in the Indian Ocean, des-
troying British merchant shipping,
shelling the port of Madras and gen-

Falk.lands \’p

Germany's East Asna
Squadron 1914

erally acting with such audacity that
she nearly paralysed crucial trade to’
and from the Jewel of Empire. Brit-
ish fleets were dispatched in pursuit of
von Spee and encountered him off
the coast of Chile in November 1914.
In the resulting battle, the British
suffered a major defeat, yet only a
month later von Spee was caught
again, this time off the Falklands,
and his fleet destroyed in a catac-
lysmic battle which marked the end
of German cruiser warfare. The




Emden was also tracked down and
put out of action west of Java.

Mr Hoyt’s eminently readable
book is well up to his material. He
takes us from the pre-war whirl of
colonial social highlife in China on to
a giddying game of catch-me-if-you-
can across half the world’s oceans,
and describes how, in a few short
months, British naval supremacy
came to be severely challenged. Not
until the guns fell silent at the Falk-
land Islands, and Spee lay dead with
his heavy cruisers Scharnhorst and
Gneisenau sunk, did Britannia rule
the waves again.

Robert Hale Limited, Clerkenwell
House, Clerkenwell Green, London
ECIR OHT — £9.95 IIK

Shy spy

‘In Durance Vile’ (FJohn Broum)
Captured by the Germans in May
1940, John Brown embarked on a
strange career of espionage. Adopt-
ing a pose as a German sympathiser,
he ingratiated himself first with his
guards and then with the authorities.
He came to be considered so trust-
worthy that he was put in charge of a
PoW camp built for German sym-
pathisers at Genshagen. This was a
perfect cover for him to collect
information which he passed secretly
back to London, information not
only concerning German activities
and atrocities but detailing too the
crimes of .traitors such as William
Jovce, ‘Lord Haw Haw’, and those
British PoWs who joined the British
Free Corps to fight with the Germans
against the Russians.

JOHN BROWN

Mr Brown’s information was
tlearly of considerable value to MI6,
and several of those he named were
subsequently tried after the war.
Eventually his activities were disco-
vered, but he was lucky enough to
escape the Gestapo dragnet.

Mr Brown’s modest style does not
always make the best of his dramatic
material, but his is an extraordinary
tale and one well worth telling.
Robert Hale Ltd, Clerkenwell, House,
45-47  Clerkenwell Green, London
ECIR OHT — £7.95 IJK

On a plate

‘Ancient Armies of the Middle Easr’
(Terry Wise, colour by Angus
McBride); “The Armies of Crecy and
Poitiers’ (Christopher Rothero); ‘New
Model Army 1645-60° (Stuart Asquith,
colour by Chris Wamner); ‘British Bat-
-tledress 1937-61" (Brian Jewell, colour
by Mike Chappell)

The great advantage of Osprey’s
Men-at-Arms series, to which these
titles are the latest addirtions, is their
value for money. Each title includes
an excellent introductory text, a pro-
fusion of black-and-white illustra-
tions, and no less than eight pages of
colour artwork — all for less than £3.
With only forty pages each, there is
little room for in-depth analysis or
the lengthy presentation of fresh
research, but their very conciseness
has made them popular with younger
enthusiasts, modellers and wargam-
ers, and those seeking an easy intro-
duction to a new field of military
history.

Served up on a plate this time are
four periods which effectively span
the ages. Ancient Armies of the Middle
East describes the fighting men of
Mesopotamia, Egypt and Assyria
from 3500 to 612 BC. The text not
only gives a brief history of the tur-
bulent rise and fall of the various
empires in this part of the world, but
describes their military organisation,
uniforms and weapons. The black-
and-white illustrations depict
weapons discovered in archaeological
excavations and reconstructions
based on wall paintings, and the col-
our artwork includes superb rep-
resentation of Sumerians, Egyptians,
Nubians, Hittites and the like.

The Armies of Crecy and Poitiers
takes us briefly through the course of
the Hundred Years War before
plunging in with a detailed descrip-
tion of the armour of the period, the
tactical qualities of the opposing
armies, and the problems involved in
mounting a Medieval compaign. The
colour artwork, by the author on this
occasion, is particularly splendid,
capturing the gorgeous panoply of
the heraldry of the day.

New Model Army 1645-60 brings
us nearer to home with Cromwell’s
attempts to set up a proper profes-
sional army, and its subsequent his-
tory in the closing years of the Great
Civil War, the Second Civil war and
the expeditions against the Scots.
This title should finally kill off that
old Victorian myth that the Par-
liamentarians were soberly dressed
whilst the Royalists were flamboyant.
As the author points out, the Civil
War split English Society vertically,
not horizontally; there were members
of all classes on both sides, and the
troops were often so similarly dressed
that sometimes even their comman-
ders could not tell them apart. There
is nothing dull about the red coat
adopted by the New Model, the fore-
runner of the traditional British scar-
let tunic.

Finally, there is British Battledress
1937-61, a subject which will be
familiar to many a reader of SOL-
DIER! Not only does it consider the
design and evolution of standard
British battledress, conceived as a
rational combat wear on the eve of
World War Two, this book also looks
at variations worn by regiments as
varied as the Seaforth Highlanders in
1944 and the Polish Carpathian Lan-
cers in 1946. Artist Mike Chappell is
to be congratulated on his excellent
facial types — you can almost put a
name to some of those characters!

All these titles are remarkable
value and thoroughly recommended.
Osprey Publishing Limited, 12-14
Long Acre, London, WC2F 9LP —
£2.95 each IJK

Chindit story

‘Chindir’ (Richard Rhodes Tames)
Major General Orde Wingate was one
of the most controversial Allied
commanders in World War Two. His
unorthodox views, eccentric appear-
ance and aloof manner brought him
many enemies, yet his daring pursuit
of a Long Range Penetration policy
in Japanese-held Burma caused
havoc along the enemy lines of com-
munication and proved that Allied
troops could survive the inhospitable
jungle as well as their enemy.
Wingate’s men were parachuted or
flown by glider behind enemy lines,
were supplied entirely by the air, and
operated a guerilla war — blowing up
bridges, damaging railways and
ambushing patrols. The expeditions,

and the men who took part in them,
were called Chindits, from a Burmese
mythical beast said to protect their
homes. Chindit is the personal story
of one of these actions.

Wingate’s first campaign into
Japanese Burma took place in 1943
and was a success; a year later he
planned a far more ambitious opera-
tion in support of American incur-
sions into Northern Burma which
was less so. Wingate himself was
killed in a plane crash before the
expedition had scarcely started.
Richard Rhodes James was a cipher
officer attached to the staff of III
Brigade in 1944 and was in a unique
position to form an impression of the
expedition. With access to messages
and information flowing too and
from the HQ, he was aware of the
behind-the-scene dramas and the
planning and conflicts of command.
Yet he also shared the routine hard-
ships of marching with the columns.

Expanded from notes written at
the time, Chindit presents an
extremely vivid account of the
activities of III Brigade, the long
marches through rain forest which
pushed men to the limit of endur-
ance, the problems of supply and
transport and those caused by the
heat, the rain, the mud and the
insects. III Brigade’s mission was
ultimately unsuccessful. The Chin-
dits took up a position astride enemy
lines of communication but, the
Japanese being alerted, they were
forced to retreat after severe fighting.
Mr James’ description of the pitched
battle on top of the muddy hill
code-named Blackpool is harrowing
and dramatic in the extreme.

There are pen-portraits, too, of the
officers Mr James worked with,
including many of the mast impor-
tant in the Burma campaigns. With

the advantage of having met him on
several occasions, the author
attempts to unravel something of the
enigmatic personality of Wingate
himself. If for no other reason, this
alone makes his book well worth
reading.

John Murray, 50 Albermarle Street,
London — £10.50 IIK

Kipling's army

‘For Queen and Country’ (Byron Far-
well)

“Quixotic, eccentric, peculiar,” are
three adjectives Mr Farwell chooses
to describe the Army of Queen Vie-
toria and King Edward VII. It was an
army the bulk of which was overseas
at any one time; it was possessed to a
very high degree of cool bravery,
chivalry and discipline; its men built
the British Empire.

It was always short of money. A
Gunner broke a ramrod over the head
of a Dervish who was about to spear
him at the Battle of Abu Klea. Called
before his officers next day, he was
sure he knew the reason and quickly
got in his say, “Please, sir, I'm sorry

N
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I broke the rammer, but I never
thought the nigger’s head could be so
hard. I'll pay for the rammer.”

It was tough. A drummer was
reported serving in Gibraltar “hearty
and well and in no way concerned”
despite having received 25,000 lashes
in his 14 years’ service.

It disliked change. As early as 1854
a breech-loading gun was ordered for
the field artillery. It was proved in
war and more were ordered. Then in
1867 a commission reported that
smooth-bore muzzle-loaders were
easier to work and cheaper to pro-
duce, and by 1875 regular artillery
was all re-equipped with muzzle-
loaders.

It was hard-drinking. Wolseley
decided to abolish the rum ration and
offered jam and marmalade instead in
his Sudan eampaign to relieve Gor-
don at Khartoum. It was the only
campaign in which Wolseley failed. «

For eccentricity, how about the
court-martizl (and reduction to the
ranks) of a goat-major of the Welch
Fusiliers for “disrespect to an officer:
in that he, at Wrexham . . .did prosti-
tute the Roval Goat, being the gift of
His Majesty the Colonel-in-Chief
from His royal herd at Windsor, by
offering his stud service to a farmer
and goat breeder at Wrexham.”

Mr Farwell writes of this strange
army sympathetically and entertain-
ingly and with admiration for its

continued on page 48
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endurance and achievements. He
thinks, however, that it may have
more to offer than interesting pages:
“The army of which Kipling wrote
lived by a system now despised,
adhered to a set of attitudes and
beliefs now mocked, and entertained
a view of the world now thought to be
amusing. Yet one wonders if a second
look is not called for in this age of
guided missiles and superior elec-
tronics, where the most technologi-
cally superior army the world has
ever known has been put to flight by
Asian peasants in black pyjamas.”
No doubt that message has got to
its target. This book was first pub-
lished in America under the title, Mr

Kipling’s Army.
Allen Lane, 536 King's Road, London
SW10 OUH — £8.50 RLE
Machiavellian

‘High Treason’ (Vladimir Sakharov,
with Umberto Tost)

Mr Sakharov’s high treason was to
the Soviet Union from which he
defected to the United States in 1977,
having previously spied for the
Americans.

He was the son of a diplomatic
courier, one of the privileged clan at
the very top of Moscow society. His
father provided him with many lux-
uries denied most Russian people,
including American films and
records, English clothes and Scotch
whisky. It was a taste for things
American and dislike of the all-
pervading, heavy-handed KGB that
set this member of Moscow’s gilded
youth looking for a way out.

He was first approached by the
CIA while a student at the prestigious

Moscow State Institute of Interna-
tional Relations, where he spent six
years. He was active for them during
an “internship” in Yemen, a posting
to the Soviet consulate in Alexandria
(where one of his unexplained consu-
lar tasks was to count the British and
German graves at El Alamein) and
finally in Kuwait, whence he
defected.

His story is not a happy one but it
is revealing in its details of the utter
Machiavellianism of Soviet foreign
policy and diplomacy, both as taught
at the Institute and practised in the
field.

Robert Hale, Clerkenwell House,
Clerkenwell Green, London ECIR
OHT — £8.95 RLE

Earthy ATS
‘Bull, Bauledress, Lanyard and Lip-
stick” (Dorothy Calvert)
Mrs Calvert was Private Woolston of
the Auxiliary Territorial Service in
World War Two and was, and is still,
justifiably proud of it. She was
trained on radar and served on gun-
sites around England.

Her book says little about battle,
apart from a hint at busy times with
the flying bombs and a rueful
account of how a Royal Air Force
crew reacted to being shot down after
being (through some fault on their
aircraft) identified by her as an
enemy.

Instead, she takes the lid off the
private lives of the ATS in a way that
is an eye-opener to a mere male. Just
fancy: ‘“We would sometimes have a
‘Weep in.” A real feminine act, sitting
on our beds, the Sgt too, all howling
at once.”

They smoked and drank and swore
and told dirty stories and sang dirty
songs with the men, but were not
above using feminine wiles when it
suited them. When the girls were
told to push wheel-barrows across the
field, the author put on what she calls
her “broken-winded horse act” in
front of an officer who reacted as
expected and decreed that men were
to take over the job.

Mrs Calvert takes several pokes at
those people who alleged the ATS
were “groundsheets” — “We were
not Saints, but we were not poor
bloody nymphomaniacs either .. .It
was quite hurtful to know that our
own Country people thought so
cheaply of us.”

They were guarded “like precious
stones,” but outside her unit Mrs
Calvert had several times literally to
fight for what used to be known as
her “honour”. Though she weighed
only six stone, she was equipped with
some wrestling moves taught by her
father and a disregard for Queens-
berry rules, and came through
triumphantly “not shop-soiled or
second-hand.”

This is a likeable, moving, earthy
book, written in language which was
doubtless current in ATS barrack-
rooms but would not have seen
respectable print at the time.

New Horizon, § Victorta Drive, Bog-
nor Regis, PO21 2RH — £3.50 RLE

Fund of facts

‘The Airgun Book’ (Fohn Walter)
This is a book for anyone seriously
interested in the air gun. It sets out to
be a basic handbook, and to that end
includes a wealth of well-presented

technical information. There are
diagrammatic breakdowns of guns
themselves, with each part identified
and labelled, valuations and compari-
sons of various types of ammunition,
backed up by graphs representing
their effectiveness under experimen-
tal conditions, and a brief descriptio

of the characteristics of airguns i

h

production today. Most important,
however, there is a gun-by-gun guide
to over 270 spring-air, pneumatic and
gas-powered guns currently avail-
able. Each gun is illustrated,
described and assessed on the basis of
construction, value for money, ease
of use, suitability for target shooting
and compliance with international
legal requirements.

If you take airguns seriously, or are
about to enter into the field and want
to know what’s what, then this book
is for you.

Arms and Armour Press, 2-6 Hamp-
stead High Street, London NW3 1QQ
— £8.50 IJK

hand crafted

office.

resin and catalyst to bind.

UK/BFPQ: add 10% overseas orders.

1 enclose cheque/postal order for £
or debit my Barclaycard/Access No.

This superb collection of figurines,
in finest cold cast
bronze has been specially created
for soldiers. Each figurine stands
nine inches in height, weighing
between 23 and 31bs and is an exact
replica of Anthony Millers original
sculpture. Suitable as a retirement
present, a gift for a special occasion
or for the collector, they make a
lasting memorial to ones service
and will enhance any home or

Cold cast bronze is produced by mixing powdered bronze with

TO: PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS S0/81
‘Wyncote House’ 437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5TA
Telephone: Gravesend 65511 or Slough 77422

. cold cast figurines Ref No MR.. . ... Price incl Vat P & P

l Please send me....

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS present ‘‘“The military collection’’

A series of cold cast bronze figurines
by Anthony Miller.

SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS




4

IIRIIEAl
FIIIE

Above: A shrapnel sliver is examined afterwards

Story: Graham Smith

Pictures: Paul Haley

IT ALL LOOKED peaceful enough. Four-
teen battered, bright yellow armoured fight-
ing vehicle hulks, venerable veterans of kin-
der days, lay strewn untidily in final repose
down both sides of a gentle chalky slope
with only a few, fluttering inoffensive moths
from Salisbury Plain for company.

Dominating the pastoral scene was the
majestic bunker, Inside it, some 50 officers
drawn from a cross section of regiments and
including a visiting, VIP two-star US Army
general, took up their positions on duck-
boards along the 190-foot-long gallery.

Heads craned forward and eyes peered
through envelope-sized vision blocks —
nine layers of armoured glass improvised
from Saracen armoured car rear view mir-
rors — in anticipation of what was about to
happen.

They knew it was going to be noisy.

The officers who were on a course at
Larkhill’s Royal School of Artillery, just
down the road as a High Explosive Shell
might inadvertently fly, were about to
experience for themselves the psychological
effects from shellfire from within the rein-
forced concrete-and-steel sanctuary of the
Close Target Observation Post or — as it is
known to the gunners — ‘The Bombard’.

Brigadier Derek Jones, the School’s
Commandant, set the scene for the newcom-
ers. He told them: *““What you are about to see
is a very small flavour of what is probably
the closest you are ever likely to be at the
sharp end of the guns. This represents about
one-sixth of the weight of fire you would
experience if you were at the other end of
the Soviets’ firepower.”

The Commandant explained that they
would hear and see about 20 seconds or so of
concentrated gunfire from each of the
105mm Light Gun batteries, the mortars
and the pair of FH 70 medium guns with
their 96-pound shells. If the artack were
mounted from the Soviets, he said, the men
in the bunker could expect an onslaught of
some 30 minutes.

With the briefing over the inert target

Above: Bunker's eye view of the field of fire, as
AFVs shudder under the impact of shellfire
hulks just yards to the front of the bunker
lurched and vibrated with the crushing
power.directed at them in yet another bap-
tism of controlled fire.

Two rounds landed on the tons of earth-
works vaulting the roof of the Bombard
while a third clump was heard to the rear of
the splinter-scarred building.

Soil and stones leapt skywards and erup-
tions of smoke in grey palls drew a dirty
veil over the scene of the barrage.

Metal splinters, designed to maim and
kill, whizzed through the air as they were
freed from the Proximity Ammunition con-
stant air bursts just 30 feet above the
ground. Men in trenches, had there been
any within 50 metres, would have stood
little chance of survival from this storm of
crude slivers.

The death-dealing packages for' the
demonstration were being launched at
ranges up to five miles away. Twenty sec-
onds after the command of “FIRE!” the
projectiles, hurtling across the countryside
at 1600 feet, were punctually arriving at
their deadly destination.

It was a resoundingly successful show on
the edge of the Larkhill Impact Area and,
when the last whisps of smoke had drifted
away, the spectators filed out to inspect the
results of the ‘called down’ firepower.

Major Tony Kingaby, a gunnery instruc-
tor at the Royal School of Artillery, said:
“The main benefit of today is to bring fire
down on the officers as close as possible
which shows how an enemy can neutralise
us or we, them. The second important factor
is to show the splinter patterns and the
effects of fragmentation when there is a hell
of a lot of metal flying about.”

Several officers’ courses annually undergo
the ‘ordeal of fire’ in the Close Target
Observation Post. Among them are those for
battle group commanders, senior officers,
combat team commanders, observation

continued on page 51
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How do you score
with money?

1. Do you consider your job to be: 4 The electricity bill has come as a
A.The average 9till 5. shock. Watt are you going to do?

A.Run and hide in the mess.
. B.Nothing. I have a Budget Account
at NatWest so I can spread the cost of my

B.Out of the ordinary. |\
C.Casual, part time. =

) large bills over 12 equal payments.
C.Freeze.
5. Where' A i
o |
to get cash at ___ VW
i ol

2. When do you remember to

pay the TV rental?
A.In the middle of an assault

course. = — = =
B. When they come to take it away. A.From the petty cash box in the
C.Never I'veissued NatWest witha  C.O's office.

Standing Order and they - . B.Borrow it again.

remember for me. 7777 C.From a NatWest Servicetill.

N _ Scores: 1.A1,B2,C0.2.A1,B0,C2.
/%/ 3. AO, B1, C2. 4. A0, B2, CO. 5. A0, BO, C2.
5 and under: You're not really very
good at money matters, are you?
Why not pop in and talk to us at NatWest?
6—10: You've obviously got the right
ideas about handling your money.
But with a job in the services you have
less time to yourself than most, and may
need the extra help that NatWest can offer

[ 4

3.How do you ensure that k g
your wife gets her housekeeping?

A.Don't bother—she'll manage
somehow.

B. Give it to mother to pass on.

C.Open a joint account at
NatWest so that she can get her
housekeeping when she needs it.

Still puzzled? Pop in and see us next time yu're passing. We'll be happy to help.

«» NatWest

BANK ON US FOR AN EASIER WAY OF LIFE.
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post officers, OP assistants, gun position
officers, various students from overseas
armies and candidates from the Junior Divi-
sion Staff College at Warminster.

The static AFV targets are renewed about
every two years thanks to what
Lieutenant-Colonel Bob Guy, the Range
Liaison Officer, calls help from “friendly”
REME workshops.

The five-by-three-inch armoured plate
windows fronting the only bunker of its
kind in the UK get heavy punishment from
shrapnel, too.

“They take quite a peppering and we have
just replaced 30 of them,” said Lieutenant-
Colonel Guy.

Of the bunker’s prime role in military life
he added: ““There are so many of us serving
who have not had the experience of being
under fire to any large extent. You cannot
compare it with Ulster. Certainly, an Obser-
vation Post like this allows officers to see
and be on the receiving end yet they get
maximum protection in peacetime training.

“There is a limit to what you can do using
simulators and other appliances. What you
cannot do is simulate the psychological and
physical effects on a soldier who is on the
receiving end of artillery fire. It’s the nerv-
ous system which affects the body if he is
standing out in the open which may neutral-
ise him completely.”

He said there had been “‘nothing but good
reports” on the value of the Close Target OP
for judging shellfire effects at such ranges.

“Officers who have experienced it know
what it‘is all about and I think they go away

Above: Course members look over the damage.

Below: A veil of smoke thrown over the scene.

having a better understanding. Every round
used is well worth the money.”

TIME FOR A NEW CAREER?

WINDSOR LIFE offers a career in sales and sales management with the
added security of salary, excellent commission, expenses. house purchase
assistance, pension scheme, free life assurance & opportunities abroad.

If you have less than 2 years to serve and are interested in learning more,
write to:

Grp Capt J. F. Edgington,

Windsor Life Assurance Co. Ltd.,

Royal Albert House, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1BE.

COLOUR GUIDE TO
EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS &
SWEATSHIRTS

Your own design superbly
produced on quality garments
ALSO PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS
The Sussex T-Shirt Compan

FREEPOST, Littiehampton, W. Sussex !m 5BR.
Tel (09064) 7298 & 23843 \
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Colditz visit

In your July issue, Sergeant Peter
Davies in the article ‘The Colditz Col-
lection’ spoke of his desire to visit the
Schloss that has become so famous
through television. It may interest
your readers to know that progress
has even caught up with this castle
that has dominated the town of Col-
ditz since the days when the Kings of
Saxony used it as a hunting lodge.

Two friends and I visited Colditz
last vyear. We eventually obtained
permission to enter the prisoners
courtyard and found that the cold
grey walls had been painted a brilliant
white. The window bars had almost
all been removed and workmen were
busily removing the roof from where
the Colditz glider would have been
launched. It was now taking on its
new form as a hospital and home for
elderly people.

Progress, I am pleased to say, had
not caught up with the famous Colditz
Park. Members of the public do not
have access to it as it lies within the
hospital grounds, and although
nature has laid claim to it, you can sull
see the posts where barbed wire had
caged the prisoners in. After a brief
search and some digging we even
unearthed the well which had been
the scene of a famous Dutch escape.
Two hospital workers thought we
were patients until they realised we
were English.

On exploring Colditz town itself we
discovered that the factory which had
been a bye camp of Buchenwald dur-
ing the war, was still operating. It had
held Hungarian Jews guarded by the
§§ — they had almost all been killed
at the end when the SS hoped to take
over the castle. Fortunately their
wishes were not fulfilled. We also

found the Colditz bye camp. It was
exactly the same, down to the tree
lined walk. At first this had been an
Indian Camp but later the Nazis used
it as a propaganda camp for white
Russians, Belgians and French. Some
of the prisoners played the Germans at
their own game and there are escapes
recorded by prisoners from this camp.

The town museum is well worth a
visit. Part of it is devoted to escape
material from the last war. So much
escape equipment was collected by
the guards that they couldn’t keep it
all in the castle. Alas, since the end of
the war, much has disappeared, but
the director and his able assistant are
now trying to preserve what few items
are left.

It 1s indeed fortunate that so much
found its way back to England. A con-
siderable amount is in private hands,
as could be seen at the Colditz Exhibi-
tion in 1974 which was visited by over
a quarter of a million visitors. I wish
Sergeant Davies an early visit to his
castle. Who knows, it may soon be
changed into a modern multi-storey
hospital. — M J Booker, 51 Union
Grove, Clapham, London SWS.

Cold feet?

Great attention seems to be paid to
new types of coats and new uniforms,
for example the colour of the Walking
Qut dress.

Since the battledress uniform was
phased out and the wool sock was
replaced, there seem to be people suf-
fering and dyving from exposure every
year. Could this be because synthetic
materials and man-made fibres are not
up to the standard of the old battle-
dress material which, when one got
wet, still kept a soldier warm?

I would be interested to know the

Did you know that we stock
Umpteen items of r

O riginal Govt. Smmlus’
R apid mail-order service
A nd satisfaction guaranteed

OR’s — OFFICER’'S BADGES A SPECIALITY

SEND SAE., OR INT. POSTAL COUPON FOR EXTENSIVE
LIST TO:- MISS J.D. NICHOLLS, MAIL
ORDER DEPT. "HENRY DU BORA", 20 WELLINGTON ST.
ALDERSHOT HANTS. GU11 1DZ. UK.
OR TELEPHONE US ON ALDERSHOT 22668
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views of our readers on this point. —
L/Cpl P ] Toms, Infantry Demonst-
ration Bn, Battlesbury Bks, War-
minster, Wilts.

Wrong name

In ‘The Wine that Flowered from
Flanders Mud’ (June), Mr Graham
Smith writes: ‘““At the end of the day
the French saw that the Coldstreams
had no wine ration.” Sir, The Cold-
stream, or Coldstreamers. Never
Coldstreams! — R J G Darley, 39
College Court, Hayle Road, Maid-
stone, Kent, ME15 6PB.

Unsung heroes

Asanex-submariner RN, Iam an avid
reader of SOLDIER but with refer-
ence to your article in July’s issue
‘Back to the Imjin’ on the Korean
Veterans it seems to me that you cover
the Gloster Regiment and some of the
line regiments but you have failed to
mention that very famous regiment,

* The Duke of Wellington’s West Rid-

ing. May I remind you that they
fought the last major battle in the Brit-
ish Army and proudly bear the battle
honour ‘“The Hook’ on their colours.

I have come to the conclusion that
there is more space used in your
magazine for The Queen’s Division,
than those regiments of the King's

Division. But on reflecting this,

perhaps they are like the Submarine
Service — they have a job to do and
get on with it and their praises go
unsung. — Mr L C Kennedy, 21
Maldon Road, Colchester, Essex,
CO3 3AQ.

Suggestions of bias are emphatically
rejected Mr Kennedy but we're

delighted to publish your letter on these -

‘unsung heroes'. — Ed

Home defence

Many umes last year during the
extensively reported Exercise
Crusader, I was asked why I was not
in Germany. Time and again | had to
explain that the unit I belonged to
was home defence committed as a
General Reserve Regiment.

It is understandable for civilians to
be misled. As a serving or retired
officer, Major Armstrong-Wilson
{Letters, July) should know better.
The TA does not ‘go off to Nato to a
man’. Many units do not enjoy a
Nato role since their task is to defend
this country; which is just as impor-
tant, if not more, than BAOR. — Cpl
P Smith, D (Royal Devon
Yeomanry) Sqn, Royal Wessex
Yeomanry, Ninoda, Pottery Lane,
Yelland, Barnstaple, Devon, EX31
3EG.

Reunions

The Staffordshire Regiment (Prince
of Wales”). Annual reunion dinner,
8pm Saturday 12 September, at
Whittington Barracks, Lichfield,
Staffs. Tickets obtainable from RHQ
at above address, price £3 pavable in
advance.

The Cheshire Regiment Associa-
tion. Summer reunion, Sunday 13
September 1981, at the Castle, Ches-
ter. Details from: Secretary, The
Cheshire Regiment Association, The
Castle, Chester, CH1 2DN. Tel:
24666 Ext 310.

WRAC Association Northern Area.
Reunion 1981, Saturday 17 October

1981 from 2.30 to 6pm. Tickets £2,
including tea, obtainable from: Miss
M Bradley, 60 West End Avenue,
Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG2
9BY. Tel: 0423-57023 evenings, not
later than Friday 9 October. Plea‘sef
send SAE with remittance payable to
‘WRAC Association — Northern
Area’.

The Royal Regiment of Wales
(24th/41st of Foot). 13th annual
reunion weekend 3-4 October.
Saturday, dinner in City Hall, Car-
diff; Sunday, drumhead service and
lunch, Maindy Barracks. Details
from RHQ, RRW, Thc Barracks,
Cardiff.

82nd Armoured Engineer Squadron
RE Old Comrades Association. The
36th annual reunion buffet will be
held on Saturday 7 November at the
Royal Green Jackets ts Mess
at 56 Davies St, London W1. Please
contact: Lionel T Crate, 364 King St,
London, W6 ORX. Tel: 01-748 6755.
York and Lancaster Regtment
Annual dinner of the Y & L
Sergeants Dinner Club will take
place in Sheffield on Saturday 10
October 1981. Annual dinner of the
9th Bn (1939-45) will also be held in
Sheffield, Saturday 24 October.
Details of both functions from:
Regimental Secretary, RHQ, Y & 14
Endcliffe Hall, Sheffield, S10 3EU.
The Loyal Regiment (North Lanca-
shire) London Branch regimental
reunion dinner, 7 for 7.30pm, 12
September 1981, Victory Services
Club, 63/79 Seymour St, Marble
Arch, London. Tickets and details
from: Secretary, M Ryan MSM, 18
North Drive, AERE Harwell, Oxon,
OX11 OPE.

Ex-Boys Battery, Royal Artillery.
The 14th annual reunion of the war-
time Boys Battery RA is to be held at
Woolwich on Saturday 21 November
1981. Those who served in the
United Kingdom or India, as boys or
PS, during the period November
1942 until the Boys Battery moved
from Woolwich after the war, and
whose regimental number begins
with 1151 or 1157, are eligible to
attend. Details from T C Holden, 6
Ingres Walk, Sholverii, Moorside,
Oldham, Lancs. Tel: Shaw 84337

How observant
are you?
(see page 9)

The two pictures differ in the following
respects: 1 Shape of saddle-numeral “I’;
2 Position of ball; 3 Left forehoof of
No. 1 horse; 4 Handle-end of No. 3's
stick; 5 Left ear of No. 3 horse; 6 Tail
of No. 3 horse; 7 ‘R’ in “Frank’; 8 Belt
of rider No. 2; 9Lowerstnpgoaﬂglu
sleeve of nder No. 3; 10 Mouth ofNo
2 horse.

Competition
Entries for Competition 274 (‘The
Trumpet Volunteer’) were down on
usual although the code used by
Sergeant Crotchet was quite straight-
forward. The spaces and lines on the -
stave represented the letters B, E, H,
K, N, Q. T and W with sharps and
flats denoting the remainder. Thus
the four tunes were Screw Guns, Post ]
Hom Gallop, The Keel Row and Bon-
nie Dundee — all of them associated
with the King’s Troop, Royal Horse
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Artillery.

Prizewinners were: lst: Mr P §
Day, 12 The Grove, Woodcock
Road, Norwich, NR3 3TN; 2nd: Mr
G Tyson, 4 Marshaw Road, Ryelands
Estate, Lancaster, LAl 2RN; 3rd:
Mr D O’Connor, Springfield Lodge,
Springfield Road, Camberley, Sur-
rey; 4th: Mrs Patrick Sheppard, Kil-

bronogue, Schull, Co Cork, Eire;
S5th: Mrs R L Simpson, 38 Trelawne
Drive, Cranleigh, Surrey; 6th: Mr I
L Campbell, 59 Thornbury Road,
Bournemouth, Dorset; 7th: Mr H |
L Mansell, 59 Beck Lane, Beck-
enham, Kent, BR3 4RG; 8th: Mr T
M Brown, 17 Tennyson Avenue,
Gedling, Nottingham, NG4 3H].

- 1941-42.

I am a boy of 9 vears old, and I am
trying to get all the different types of
caps I can, with badges on please. Iam
a bit different from the ordinary col-
lector — I don’t just keep them at
home to get dust on them. I put all
my collection on display and any
money that I get I give to those that
need it, such as The National Fire
Service Benevolent Fund and The
Cumberland Infirmary Children’s
Ward, Carlisle.

I have got a total of 178 caps and
badges and fire service helmets. My
oldest Army cap and badge is 1928
Army Service Corps. If any of your
readers can help me with any old caps
and badges, I will see they receive a
reply. I will go anywhere to put on a
free display but I have to have trans-
port and my mother accompanies me:
If anyone needs help to raise money, |
only need one day to put my things
together. — Master Raymond Fors-
ter, 1 Eldon Drive, Harraby, Car-
lisle, CAl 3RS.

Iam trying to trace my Army pals who
joined up in the Royal Artillery at
Aldershot in Gun Hill, Waterloo Bar-
racks in 1940. We were posted to the
52nd Anu-Tank Regt RA. All their
Army numbers would begin with
15579.

My best friend for six years was
Gunner P A M Mitchell who was liv-
ing in 1955 at 59 Alderbrook Road,
Balham, London SW12. I would also
like to contact anyone who served one
year in Derrygalley near Moy and
Dungannon in Ireland for one vear
—Mr R H Lewis, %4
Burydale, Stevenage, Herts, SG2
8AX.

Any information would be appreci-
ated concerning the 4th City of Lon-
don Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) from

1913 to the first time the battalion
was virtually destroyed in April/May
1915. Recollections and photographs
would be specially welcomed.

Also, was the 4th London the first
British territorial battalion to be
brigaded with Indian troops? They
joined the Ferozepore Brigade in 1915
(February), which already contained
the usual British regular battalion (1st
Connaught Rangers). After suffering
a heavy bombardment at Neuve
Chappelle, they went into action in
the last week in April 1915, outside St
Jan near Ypres, alongside the Cana-
dians in stemming the German
advance following the first gas attack.
—Richard Sampson, 1 Court of
Connecticut River, Lincolnshire,
Ilinois 60015, USA.

I am writing this letter on the off
chance of obtaining information con-
cerning an old pal of mine. We last
met on the ill-fated troopship Empress
of Australia sailing from Korea back to
Blighty. His name is Mr Bill Dobby
and we both served in the RASC. His
home town in 1953 was Doncaster. I
am wondering whether any of your
readers up North can offer informa-
tion. I would be very grateful. — MrJ
A Athimm, 72 Portland Place,
Northampton.

I have a book in an advanced state of
preparation, concerning the military
operations in South East Asia and
covering the period of the Brunei
Revolt and Indonesian Confronta-
tion. I would be most interested to
hear from anyone who can tell me
about their personal experiences, or
has photographs or any other material
which may be of assistance. — Capt
Ian H Nicholson, 16 Sylvan Drive,
North Baddesley, Romsey, Hants.

Collectors’ corner

L Martin, 34 John Till Close,
Rugeley, Suﬁs Wants all types of
Foreign Legion crests plus French Aur-
borne and all elite units insignia. All
types of militaria for sale and exchange.

Peter Fuller, 50 Isis St, Earlsfield,
London, SW18 3QN. Requires
pre-1968 regular Army and current
TAVR anodised collar badges. Also
current officers collar badges in bronze
or silver/gili. Hundreds of badges of ail
types for exchange. All letters answered.
Capt M ] Bush, 4 AEC, Oakington
Bks, Cambridge, CB4 SEJ]. Seeks
British military, rope-tensioned side or
tenor drum in any reasonable condition.
Please send details and price. Also
interested in buying good quality photo-
graphs or prints of drummers or books on
the subject.

Wolfgang Klose, D2400 Liibeck 14,
Westprenssenring 20, Germany.
Wants any regimental badges and insig-
nia of the British Army for exchange or

purchase.

Mr K Goundry, 8 Victory Avenue,
Gretna, Carlisle, CA6 SAB. Seeks
four buttons to complete a set —
32nd, 54th, 99th and 108th Foot, pre =
1881, large tunic, officers or other
ranks. Will pay high price for any of
these. Tel No* MB-SEB evenings/
weekends.

MrACNorth,?»GPtmnSt,Txm—

parachute wings of 21:!. 22 23nd
(Artists), 63rd Signal Sqn, SAS chf
Also Commonwealth SAS s :
Royal Marine Commandos,
Parachute Regt, RAF Regt,
Special Service Force, C
Parachute Regt, R
African, US 82nd, 101st, 173rd
Special Forces, Seals, UDT,
Recce, USAF Para Rescue, French
Spanish Foreign Legions, Army units o
Nato, Commonwealth, Para, Cmdo,
Ranger, Alpine, Infantry, Armoured
elc.

Additions and amendments to last month’s list are in bold
type. Please remember though that events are sometimes
altered, postponed or cancelled so always check before
setting out. We hope too that organisers will advise us of
any changes so that we can keep readers fully in the plctnre :

SEPTEMBER 1981
6 Gosport Cadet Tattoo (POW Div Band).

12 Soulth} Norfolk Tattoo, Attleborough (RA Bands; RA Motor-
cycles

13 Burghley Horse Trials, Stamford (Band of The Royal Artillery).

19 International Paraplegic Games, Edinburgh (1 Para Band).

19 Thamesday 81. London — River Thames between Westmins-
ter and Waterloo bridges. Household Division freefall team,
HAC band; RM Commando Forces Band; RM displays;
helicopters. '

25 Searchlight Tattoo, Tidworth (2 Royal Irish Rangers Band).

27 Andover Army Open Day (RCT, REME, RAOC Bands).

NOVEMBER 1981

7 BL Festival of Remembrance; Royal Albert Hall (Combmed
Services).

8 Remembrance Day, National Service, Edinburgh (1 Gordons
Band D & P).

8 Annual Remembrance Parade, Cenotaph (Combined Services).

7 The Lord Mayor’s Show, City of London (Combined Sen'icu}.

et ¥ i Mo

SOLDIER READER SERVICES
UK BFPO e
WHERE
SUBSCRIPTIONS Your own copy of SOLDIER posted direct to you. £10.50 £10.50 £11.25
One year (25 issues)
BOUND VOLUMES Red Balacron. Gilt title Vol no: year 1977 £10.57 £10.57 £10.85
1978 £11.15 £11.15 £11.43
1980 £16.40 £16.40 £17.00
EASIBINDERS Red Balacron. Gilt title. Holds 25 issues. £4.25 £3.75 £4.00
BACK NUMBERS Available at cover price (with gaps) From 1974
onwards (list and postal charges on application)
Royal Salute The Queen and her Army £.067 £0.67 £0.77
SOLDIER T-shirts {in white with red lettering)
|aduits} XL {42"-44" }L (38 40}
M (347-36") S (32 £1.95 £1.85 £1.95
(children’s) 24", 26", 28 30" £1.45 £1.45 £1.45 i
SOLDIER sweat shirts  (adults — in light or dark blue or red) £5.50 £5.50 £5.50
sizes as for T-shirts
(children's — white or blue} £4.50 £4.50 £4.50 4
sizes as for T-shirts &
Orders to: SOLDIER {Dept S) Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU. Payments should be sent by UK cheque,
UK postal order or International money order expressed in sterling and made payable to: Command Cashier UKLF.




f Trainee Radio
Officers

first-class, secure career

opportumtles

A number of vacancies will be available in 1981/82
for suitable qualified candidates to be appointed as
Trainee Radio Officers.

If your trade or training involves Radio Operating,
you qualify to be considered for a Radio Officer post
with the Composite Signals Organisation.

Candidates must have had at least 2 years’ radio
operating experience or hold a PMG, MPT or MRGC
certificate, or expect to obtain this shortly.

On successful completion of between 36 to 42
weeks specialist training, promotion will occur to the
Radio Officer grade.

Registered disabled people may be considered.

Salary & Prospects

TRAINEE RADIO OFFICER: £3,859 at 19 to £4,549 at
25 and over. On promotion to RADIO OFFICER:
£5,288 at 19 to £6,884 at 25 and over. Then by 4
annual increments to £9,339 inclusive of shift
working and Saturday and Sunday elements.
Salaries reviewed annually.

MESS DRESS

LOW PRICE
QUICK SERVICE
TELEPHONE:

U.K: 04494-606
GERMANY: DETMOLD 26898

MICHAEL JAY
CLOTHING

Stocks House, Wickham Skeith,
Eye, Suffolk

SELLING BRITISH
MENSWEAR

All uniforms and accessories available.

For full details please contact Dinah Shobbrook, our
Recruitment Officer on Cheltenham (0242) 21491 Ext.
2269 or write to her at:-

Recruitment Office, Government Commumcatlons
Headquarters, Oakley,

Chattenham, P e ‘ l‘ ‘l 1
Gloucestershire ‘

GL52 5AJ.

-I-II\-—"—

THE BEST OF BRITISH

TH[ BEST OF BHITISII
I-SHIRTS AND SWEATSHIRTS ETG.

PRINTEDTO YOUR OWN DESIGN ™S
BY PROFESSIONAL
SILK SCREEN PRINTERS

Design,
{TYorif,

*Minimum_ quantity .
A e PREMIER T-SHIRTS Dept. SLD  Freepost

#* All prices fully inclusive
phpiraspndspustd| BOWTHORPE NORWICH NR5 9BR TEL. (0603) 745018

b
gu.m Advertising Promotions Events Fund raising Advertising Promotions Events Fund raising'

-] {f/ b
P g g 3 8
* Competitive prices i NAME & RANK % .,f %, SLD 3
* World wide service s <oo:o‘°/» 5 e
¢ ADDRESS %:o,_oio s 3
& Ut P B
§ 4, NI
5 oov, -1
Q
& a
3 (CAPITAL LETTERS PLEASE) 3
é NO POSTAGE STAMP NECESSARY-WE PAY THE POSTAGE §

Advertising Promotions Events Fund raising Advertising Promotions Events Fund raising

L
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Graham Smith
meets a major
attraction

MR BRIAN HUSSEY, a wartime major in
the Royal Army Service Corps and a radical,
self-styled ‘true Brit’ whose one big regret is
ever leaving the Army, reckons that his
two-minute musical cabaret act is well worth
his hanging around for — usually upside
down supported on a striped pole, sometimes
25 feet above his appreciative audience but
always for charity.

In this fashion and suspended from behind
his knees on a static trapeze while held in
place by two spectators, Brian happily sucks
and blows MacNamara’s Band or Scotland the
Brave on a harmonica while keeping strict
tempo with two soup plate-sized cymbals
attached to his ankles.

Needless to say, the sheer effort of this
inverted performance soon rushes to his
head, hence the two-minute time limit for the
rendition in his ‘Mad Major’ logo T-shirt,
skimpy shorts emblazoned with two minia-
ture flags and natty Union Jack socks.

“I'm pro-British to the extreme. A true
patriot,” he explains.

But there is certainly nothing to suggest
any truth in the slogan across his chest proc-
laiming him non compos mentis. For Brian is
the depot manager in charge of 18 staff —
including his daughter — at an international
synthetic rubber consortium down in the
depths of Wiltshire, a business with a
world-wide export market based on the
import of crude rubber.

Just 42 years ago, he joined the Army at the
outbreak of war and was commissioned the
same year in response to Sir Malcolm Camp-
bell’s appeal seeking drivers for service in
France. Brian applied, was accepted, and
finished up in Palestine.

Links with the military of vesteryear are

still around, if tenuously, at his present base
in sight of the famous Cherhill horse not far
from the Avebury Ring.
. Brian lives in the former station comman-
ders’ house at Yatesbury, a Royal Air Force
signals training establishment in its heyday
some 25 years ago, but long since closed
down, its chatter of morse keys silenced.

Brian’s upside-down slant on his charity
raising entertainments, mainly in aid of the
Save the Children Fund, earned him an audi-
tion this year for a spot on a new talent-
spotting show Under M anning being screened
on Saturday nights this summer and hosted
by burly comic, Bernard Manning.

The audition went well. “I did two
minutes of my repertoire and it was great . . .
three minutes, and I was over the moon. In
all, I did 35 minutes and they told me they
were very impressed.”” So impressed, in
fact, that Brian will be appearing on the
nation’s TV screens on September Sth.

But what the seliless trouper did make
light of was his stoic commitment to perfor-
mance for, this year, Brian has been suffering
from rheumatoid arthritis in one of his hips.

Yet he is still the complete entertainer,
loved and welcomed by the pensioners and
children in the Calne area, just five miles
away. Brian has a voice-throwing ‘vent’ act
and plays a minute mouth organ while smok-
ing a cigarette and playing the spoons.

Surprisingly, these are the only occasions

ACT OF MADNESS

when a cigarette touches his lips. He usually
smokes cigars.

His charity efforts really got under way
thanks to his other talent — table tennis. A
reigning champion of the indoor sport — he
still plays it twice weekly — Brian took up a
challenge from an 18-year-old and beat him
for a £10 sidestake. That was his first con-
tribution to the Save the Children Fund and a
lot more has followed since.

Brian has only ever had one big let-down in
his career — and that was in front of a
Womens’ Institute audience.

Somehow, more than Brian’s trousers
were lowered, leaving him covered only in
confusion.

“If you were to ask me the most embarras-
sing moment in all my entertainment out-
ings, that would have to be it,”” he said. “At
the time though it was a star turn for them.”

Will success go to Brian’s head?

More than three decades on, Brian still
misses the Army. “My one regret wascoming
out. I enjoyed it to the full. I would certainly
advocate it to any young men. It's a wonder-
ful life for them.” i 4

But he is still soldiering on in the cause of
charity even though he will be 65 in January, .

“I put it all down to an attitude of mind
and that attitude tells me ’'m as old as I feel,”
he offers. “Mine is an unusual speciality act
and one of my own creation. As long as 'm
able to do these things, I will.” :

And come retirement, what then?

Brian said: “I’ve always craved to do a
summer season at a seaside resort at the end
of the pier. I've already had an offer froma
night club in Jersey.” :

Not so ‘mad’ after all, this Samaritan
major, one of Wiltshire's greatest ‘true Brits’
in his own, very individualistic, way. W
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Are you Ehglblf‘ for a tax

i

free car!

For advice
P contact our
Export Consultant.

Part exchange welcome

BRIARWOOD CARS

350-356 Kingston Road, M_()VQuptoa

S COLT &

Tel: 01-393 0033
Evgs: 0582 38915

Wisbech
GCambridgeshire

New detached 3 bedroom houses from £21,500
complete with garage, gas central heating, fitted
kitchen with walk-in pantry, half tiled utility, col-
oured fully tiled bathroom, 2 w.c.s.

Ideal retirement area, convenient for Norfolk Coast.
Photograph and Brochure on request.

Allison (Contractors) Limited, Dept S.D. West Elloe
Avenue, Spalding, Lincs. Tel (0775) 4701 Telex 32649.

Now you can enjoy the softness (="
and warmth of genuine Ha o
Viyella nightwear at prices you
never dreamt possible.
Ladies nightdresses,
housecoats, pyjamas, all
sizes from Small s
Womento OS.And  { o
childrens pyjamas from
3 to 8 years—pay £££5 less
by ordering direct from Serena.
Send now for your free detailed
leaflet and order form.

& s, SWEATERS

¥

L;‘ Embroidered with your club crest
or personalised initials onto our

lambswool Botany wool or 100%

acrylic 'V’ neck sweaters.

‘, All these garments are designed

and embroidered in our own fac-

“‘-
> tory.

EMBRO (MACCLESFIELD) LTD
ALMA WORKS
PICKFORD ST
Rugby MACCLESFIELD
Motifs etc. Tel: 0625 616777

Designs  and prices Aon request
Embroidered Badges & Club Tie Manufacturers

—VIYELLA
NIGHTWE

—-FOR MUCH |
THAN IN THE

To: Serena, FREEPOST, |01 High Street;
Godalming, Surrey, GU7 1AQ. i* -

I Nare ‘,
= i
| ®viyELLAS 10 |

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT
FOR THE PROFESSIONAL

May Day Survival Kit
KCB 701 Combat Knife Includes wirecutters and screwdriver.

Aircrew Survival Knife Leather handle with hammer head. Tan leather sheath
sharpening stone and thongs.

Double wrapped in waterproof pouch

Neat comprehensive professional kit

Field First Aid Kit
Mini Cooker Lightweight alcohol jelly stove with burner stand
Also Flare Kits, Firelighting Sets, Mini-comp: Windprool Matches, efc, efc, etc.

Ask your P.R.I. or send 50p {stamps ok) for fully illustrated

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT CATALOGUE \690

by return from $e® ‘\oﬁ *
SURVIVAL AIDS LT ©e05h)

Mariand, Penrith, Conbria, CA10 2AK, 9K

Te\enhune 09314 307 PRI enqulpes welcome

New Road Dagenham Essex

Reynolds Motors

L T e i e A RS S S Sl

...............

Address ..... g b S s { b e T

01-592 6655 MAIN DEALERS

We have a special Department dealing with the supply of Ford vehicles to Service Personnel.
It has been established for many years and has hundreds of satisfied customers. Fill in and post this
advertisement and we shall be pleased to quote our special terms.




GENERAL
KNOWLEDGE

ALL THE ANSWERS in this puzzle are the names of people who
were generals in their time, although some went on to even greater
things. They range in history from the mid-eighteenth century to the
present day and come from several countries — although most are
British. The clues are in random order except for the first one but to
help you sort them out the number of letters in each answer is given in
brackets. When you have worked out all the answers, you should be
able to fill in the remaining spaces in the centre vertical column 13
read off the names of three more generals. Who are they? And who are
the other eleven?

The competition is open at home or overseas and the closing date is
Monday 2 November. The answer and winners’ names will appear in
the fourth fortnightly SOLDIER due out in the middle of November.
More than one entry can be submitted but each must be accompanied
by a ‘Competition 278’ label. Winners will be drawn by lots from
correct entries. Entries using OHMS envelopes or pre-paid labels will
be disqualified.

Send your answers by postcard or letter with the Competition 278
label from this page and your name and address to:

Editor SOLDIER Ordnance Road
Aldershot Hants GU11 2DU

CLUES

Change the tack for a very
GEN“'NE scholarly soldier. (7)
An Englishman, but did he

speak another language? (6)

Heroes’ wine makes him con-
fused. (10)

Place of worship on the right.
BERETS (7)

COMBAT CLOTHING

Left becomes right when
PARKAS lobster is scrambled. (7)

L]

®

L]

® BOOTS By what means, you say. (4)
Wl Rl The ship’s anchor rocks —
® 0.G. SHIRTS can you fathom out a former
£

e

®

itv?
BRK/DRESS TROUSERs | 1V Personality? (8)

‘58 WEBBING Did he always keep out of the
wind? (3)
RUCKSACKS
® WATER BOTTLES Make a gesture — add a

le of :
‘Almost anything in genuine voupie of pods. 16)

lus”
govt surplus When | mangle, | mangle

(5.AE far catalbglin plosss — producing a foreigner. (7)

SILVERMAN'S Surely he wasn’t still in
{Department S) armour at the start of World

?
2/8 Harford Street, War Two? (8)
London, E.1.
Tel: 01-790 5257

Personal callers Mon.-Fri.

Nearest Tube — Mile End.

. COMPETITION 278

S sssasens

% g ok ke ok ok ke ok ke ok ok ko ke ok ok ok ok ok ok

PRIZES

£15

£10

£5

£3

Two books
SOLDIER free
for six months
Ahk Ak AR hkhkhkhkhhkhhkkh ik x

4
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RANGERS
@TALBOT MILITARY SALES

TALBOT [A DIVISION OF RANGERS GARAGE, DURRINGTON]

PEUGEOT

Before you order your
New Tax Free Car
Check That you‘re getting

The Best Deal

Talbot Avenger 1.6GL

Talbot Solara 1.6GL

Ford Cortina 1.6GL

£3789

Renault 18 1.6TS

Vauxhall Cavalier 1.6GL

Audi 80 1.6LS

TAX FREE EXPORT Sunbeams, Avengers, Horizons,

Estates, Peugeot, Immediate
Delivery.
Massive Discounts

NAAFI Officia! Agents.

Excellent prices paid, use
your own car until you take
delivery of your new one.

PART EXCHANGE

12 months unlimited mileage
warranty plus the “extra care
policy” valid UK and Ger-
many, with over 600 Talbot
dealers and service agents in
Germany. Talbot represents
value for money in any lan-
guage.

AFTER SALES

"
RS
Take it easy with

C.l. motor caravans

Tax paid and used cars also available.

For more details about Rangers Talbot Military Sales
fantastic prices and deals available:
Post the coupon now /|

RANGERS TALBOT MILITARY SALES
MARLBOROUGH RD., TIDWORTH, HANTS_, SP9 7SU.
TEL: TIDWORTH (09804) 3895 OR
DURRINGTON WALLS (0980) 52246
Name

Address . .....

b I

I
: Rank l
I A ¥ v P o SRR R T a I
I e eIl S S e T A e S |
I Part exchange” model . .....oo....oyomacs  NBBE i
I ROIOUN . i v wulid |
I |

MHBAGE. . s oo e s v

NEW VEHICLE REQUIRED:

Solaras, Alpines, Tagoras,Rancho |

THE FIRST WATCH TO BE WORN
ON THE MOON — USED ALSO BY THE

CREW OF THE SPACE SHU.

SPEEDMASTER
PROFESSIONAL

Wear this watch for

£29.40

followed by 9 monthly \W/k
payments of £29.40 using’
PRESTONS INTEREST
FREE CREDIT

Flight qualified by NASA

The only watch approved and used by .
NASA for all manned space missions including the
space shuttle flights.

Chronograph function with split second timing The
stopwatch dial is callibrated to measure intervals of one-
fifth of a second. A minute totaliser and hour totaliser
facilitate further precision measurement of periods up to
12 hours duration,

Tachymetre Bezel For.accurate computation of speeds
up to 500 miles an hour.

Robust Stainless Steel case and matching bracelet
This manually wound watch is also shock protected and
water-resistant to 3 atmospheres.

Official Omega Guarantee Valid for 12 months
in over 125 countries worldwide.

Prestons, one of Britains largest jewellers

This OMEGA comes to you from the Timer Division of
one of Britain's biggest jewellers, Prestons of Bolton, who
have been OMEGA agents for over 30 years.

i

T 1450022/BCcT £294

Prestons Timer Division. Capitol House, Churchgate,

Bolton, Lancs. BL1 1LY. Reg. in England No. 541349, Sz

FREEPOST NO STAMP NEEDED. g

TO: Prestons Timer Division, FREEPOST, Bolton BL1 1YY."
Please send me Speedmaster Professional as illustrated.

enclose a cheque/postal order crossed and made payable to Prestons
Timer Division. value £29.40 (1/10th of full price as deposit). Allow 21 D
days for delivery
Please send me FREE colour brochure of other OMEGA watches D
and details of INTEREST FREE CREDIT, without obligation

Telephone (0204) 23188
ﬁ 24 hour Telephone Ordering and Catalogue Request Service
Forimmediate despatch Credit Card holders of Access/Barclaycard/ g
American Express can telephone their orders to Bolton (0204) 23188

PAYMENT IN FULL ONLY. £294

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss e in . SRS vt dedv ot ey i A .
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE

Address

The right to refuse
rders is reserved.

TIMER DIVISION
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Cars like the new Ford Escort with its advanced design and
superb value — voted by motoring journalists from 16 countries as the
“Car of the Year 1981". Cars like the Fiesta Popular. Astonishing value
for only £2519*

And with the new features being introduced into most of the
range, a Ford becomes an outstanding buy.

You'll find new features such as head restraints, push-button
radio, a centre console and clock in the Fiesta L. A trip recorder,
passenger door mirror and a quartz clock have been added to the
Cortina L. Tinted glass, opening rear quarter vents, a centre armrest and
glovebox are being built into the Capri GL. A remote-controlled driver’s
door mirror in the Granada L. And that’s only a few of the new added-
value features.

There are special discounts on cars for NATO forces and, of
course, all Ford vehicles are fully equipped to meet B.F.G. legal
requirements which include continental headlamps, rear fog %amps,
passenger door mirror and rear seat belts.
For more of a car, think about a Ford.

..-2‘,

*Maximum tax-free price includes front seat belts,
Delivery and number plates at extra cost.
Price correct at time of going to press.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE WHOLE RANGE OF 1981 FORDS JUST CONTACT:
ANY FORD DEALER IN BRITAIN, YOUR LOCAL NAAFI CAR SALES SHOWROOM OR OFFICE, OR FORD WEILER, MONCHENGLADBACH, WEST GERMANY,
NIEBAUM AND HAMACHER, HERFORD, WEST GERMANY. NATOCARS, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET.

FORD PERSONAL IMPORT EXPORT ,'-'M'T'?D
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