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to soldier 
Fi nd i ng the 
Sphinx.. . 
WHEN it was suggested 
hat Soldier might like to 
publish an article about,the 
Royal Artillery’s Sphinx 
Special OP Battery, we 
iumped at the chance. 
Mer  all, Sphinx is normal- 
ly a covert, secretive unit, 
aith a fascinating Cold War 
story to tell and a challew- 
ing current role. 

:ive it the old exercise 
reaunent, and next time 
hey’re out doing , . . well, 
doing whatever Sphinx 
types do, we’ll pop up to 
Yorkshire and have a look.” 

But as the unit’s com- 

“Right,” we said, “we’ll 

A 
out with an interesting mix 
of pride and sheepishness, 
that was not a good idea. 
“Even I can’t find them 
when they’re out in the 
sticks, so I don’t think 
you’d get much of a story.” 

It was obvious really. If 
these soldiers had devel- 
oped techniques to hide 
from the Soviet Army for 
weeks, even months, we 
were hardly going to SNm- 
ble over them. The solution 
was to visit the battery 
during a selection course. 

But even on OUT terms, 
above ground and in day- 
light, it was an amazing 
experience. If you want to 
know why, turn the page. 

a.. 

of female soldiers in front- 
line jobs gains momennun, 
Soldier recalls that Very 
Senior Officers have voiced 
in recent months their seri- 
ous reservations that the 
British public would accept 
women casualties sustained‘ 
on a battlefield. 

The furore which fol- 
lowed newspaper report8 of 
a proposed boxing match 
between 13-year-old girls - 
and which resulted in itS. 
rapid cancellation- su 
gests they may be righ 

Our own suaw poll 
(Page 70) on front-line 
roles for women soldiers 
includes a “yes” a ‘‘no’‘, 

women soldiers. 

As the debate on the role 

Q -  



5pecial report 

The inscrutable 
sphinx Battery 1 

Rem:  Grahm Bound 
Pictures: Terry Champion 

THE BA?TLE scenario was well-bown 
and practised in countless exercises 
across Western Europe. The Russians 
and their Warsaw Pact allies were rolling 
a m s s  Germany and, in a pre-planned 
move, NATO soldiers were falling back 
and consolidating. 

Most of them, that is. Less convention- 
al action was expected of a small and 
covert unit of the Royal AtuIlery: the 
enigmatically-named Stay-Behind Troop, 
or Sphinx Battery as it later became 
known. As the red armies approached, 
these gunners were, quite literally, to go 
underground. 

The Stay-Behind Troop was (and, as 
Sphinx Special Observation Post Battery 
remuins) a team of crack gunners. The 
patrols of four to six men, intensively 
trained in covert observation and sur- 
vival, were to lie low for days in pre-built 
lairs metres beneath the surface. 

Later, as the rumble of the red tanks 
receded towards the west, the patrols, 
now bebind the lines, would emerge. 

b c a M g  enemy positions, they would 
transnut bursts of coded intelligence to 
the regular arrillery units on the NATO 
side of the cont. The gunners' biggest 
artillery pieces, some capable of throwing 
a shell more than 32h, would then blast 

t r a m g .  One rou- A The Royal Artillery has rlnel 

been harbouring one 
of the Army's best-kept 
Cold War secrets. In a 
Soldier exclusive, we 
meet the secret 
gunners who, in the 
event of a Warsaw Pact 
attack were, quite 
literally, to go under 
ground. Now they h 
come in from the m 

and found a nev 

I 

the enemy's was 

engs n 
w 
it. B 

Covert OPs. Above ground there's llnle 
to see, but below a Sphinx patrol lurks 

t was horribly real, and and a , 
ant, often unorthodox, patrols 
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Far k4t - Optical 

infra-red 

montspsclallst Cp 
Bsiley demons 

Left - Old method 
are sometimes the 

best: LBdr Glyn ,." 

Newham with .. 

monitors of the peace agreement rein- 
forced the point and quickly led to Sphinx 
being attached to the Allied Command 
Europe Rapid Reaction Corps. 

With a very modem role assured, the 
battery's appetire for suitable soldiers 
remains high. So are i t s  standards. 
Sphinx runs two 14-week selection 
courses each year at its Marne Barracks 
base near Catterick. Each c o m e  can 
accommodate up to 50 volunteers. Most 
are akeady gunners, but many come 
fmm other Armv units and wen the RAF 

I 
They know It gets hank." V d u n w . n  nrclun the .tRpknh.r 

rowing beneath the fields and the noses of 
unsuspecdng German farmers and recon- 
noitring possible hiding places for caches 
of ammunition and food in the under- 
mund conduits used by Weat German 
as, water and electridtv comuanies. 

battery's versatility had always been easy 
to overlook, and, for a while after the Iron 
Curtain came down, its future seemed in 
jeopardy. 

But Gen Stone, supported by 0th- 
who knew the value of covert obsems.  I 

- With such a specific-prim& role, the 
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Far lefl - At a 
Sphlnx HO, 
whlch may be 
hundreds of 
miles away on 
theailledslde 
of the ilnes, 
the patrols’ 
“burst” trans- 
missions are 
de-coded. 
Bdr Rursell 
~ u t y  (left) and 
Sgt Mick 

the base 
antennae 

Hobden check 

Left- Lightly. 
armed but 
highly mobile. 
Sphinx patrol 
member Bdr 
Stu Wrlght on 
exercise near 
the Yorkshire 
base 

Monster‘s mean message 
From Page 5 

and Royal Navy. To say that the courses 
are hard would be an extreme understate- 
ment. 

Thirty-six men started the course 
which began in September, but by week 
three, the gruelling routine had reduced 
the cadre to 24. If ten are still with the 
battery by the middle of December, ready 
to begin six months of probation, it will 
be considered a good result. 

The senior training instructor, a huge 
WO1 who took, and virtually shrugged 
off, IWO Argentine bullets while fighting 
with the paras at Goose Green, is known 
to everyone as “Monster”. He surveyed 
the September cadre as it plunged into a 
frigid water obstacle on a three-mile-long 
steeplechase course. 

“The good thing for them,” he said, “is 
that they know it gets harder.” 

SPECIAL SKILLS 
Monster is a dficult  man to please and 

his boss, Maj Lowles, is just as demand- 
ing. He explained that physical fimess is 
not the only quality needed. “It is mental 
stamina and initiative that we are looking 
for as much as anything else. They have to 
be able to learn some very special skills 
and push themselves hard, sometimes 
spending days or weeks in an OP. If they 
can’t perform when the going gets rough, 
then we don’t want them.” 

Strangely, many of the aspiring special 
observers seem to relish the training. GN 
Scott Lowrie, who failed one course but 
returned to give it another crack, said 
“It’s tough, but it’s got to be. We’ve got to 

press on when we’re tired, wet and 
hungry. But if you’re still here at the end 
of the course, then you know you’re a 
half-decent soldier.” 

For those “half-decent soldiers” who 
do get to sew the distinctive triangular 
Special Observer flash on theirrunics, the 
rewards can be very satisfying. Each 

patrol needs specialists in combat medi- 
cine, signalling, demolition, recognition 
and survival. Individuals receive further 
training in these areas and more. Good 
performance can lead to early promotion 
from gunner to bombardier or sergeant, 
and the role of patrol leader. 

The battery will continue to evolve, as 
must ifit is to remain relevant. 
It is possible, for example, 
that an air-mobile capability 
may be introduced. 

Whatever the changes, 
Sphinx’s Latin motto, Lareo, 
will almost certainly continue 
to define its unconventional 
role. Latin scholarship not 
being the gunners’ strong 
point, the single word is 
translated variously as “to lie 
hidden” or “to lurk with 
intent”. 

Either way, it sums up 
the inscrutable and unique 
Sphinx Battery. 

0 Are you a good enough 
soldier for Sphinx Bat- 
tery? If you want to find 
out (and that does mean 
meeting Monster), con- 
tact the selection team at 
4/73 (Sphinx) Special OP 
Battery, 5th Regiment 
Royal Artillery, Mame 
Barracks, Catterick. North 
Yorkshire 
(tel: 01740 875640). 
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From earlier wars we had 'Shell 
S M .  TOW lhsy cam H 'Combat 
Shess'. What Corporal Man Young 
saw and heard in sarajm lefl him 
mwerlng In a mrner. And he dill 
can1 learn his rwm. 

from h l a  but kom the Falklands. 
h a .  and especieliy the Second 
WMld war, me dcq IS me m e .  
'Combat Stress' can shatter a 
life forerer. 

Today Man is lwked aner by 
me EX-SSNIC~S MenW Wellare SocMy W h  m r  4,wO men and m e n  10 care for and 
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h many WeMS, nOI IUSt 

me kom people like you, peopre Who we abut moMt wtlo gaw 
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With Table Mountain in the background sig- 
nallingtheirarrival at CapeTown, members of 
the 18-strong British Military Advisory Team 
(South Africa) mark the end of a two-month. 
4,000km cycle ride from the Victoria Falls on 
Zimbabwe's north-western border by present- 
ing a cheque to the Save the Rhino Interna- 

tlonal charlty. Pictured with Ben Haborough 
(left) from the charity and British High Com- 
missloner Miss Maeve Fort are James Beau- 
mont, Sam Wliliams, Daniel Ling and Jem 
Allport who joined BMAT (SA) members on 
the rldefrom Zimbabwe via Swazlland and the 
coastal route from north of Durban tothecape. 

Paras first with 
ultra-low jumps 

PARACHUTE jumps from just 250ft ~ 

about the height of a 15th floor office - have 
been carried out by soldiers for the first time. 

Nine men from The Parachute Regiment 
and the Royal Air Force jumped successfully 
from an RAF Hercules aircraft into a fresh- 
water lake near Toulouse in France as part of 
a test carried out by the Boscombe Down- 
based Defence Evaluation and Research 
Agency. It proved that parachutes can be 
used when aircraft have to fly to a drop zone 
below enemy radar. 

The Irvin LLP (low-level parachute), 
which has been in service with the Airborne 
Brigade and SAS since 1994, had never before 
been used below 800ft in a live exercise. 

"People have parachuted from 250ft or 
even less when forced to eject from aircraft, 
and sports parachutists may have done it, but 

Don't miss Soldiefs 
superb 1998 calendar 
IN ADDITION to their routine duties, pho- 
tographers from Soldkrhave spent much 
of the past year recording the ceremonial 
slde ot the Britlsh Army. 

Some otthe more striking pictures from 
the pomoiio have bean selected for the 
superb 1998 SoMler/Britlah Army calen- 
dar, whlch wlii be available soon. See the 
back cover of this Issue for details. 

nobody has ever jumped from this height 
carrying a full military load," said Lt Col 
Hug0 Fletcher, who took part in the jump. 

During the ten seconds between leaving 
the Hercules and hitting the lake, each man 
had to spreadeagle, steer himself, drop his 
equipment container and adopt a landing 
position. Parachutes opened when the men 
were halfway down and there would have 
been no time to use a reserve canopy or take 
remedial action if things had gone wrong. 

Because of the risks the trials had to be 
carried out over water and a lake near the 
French Airborne Division's H Q  was chosen. 

Pav office switch 
dejays TA cheques 
THE Ministry of Defence has admitted that 
moving the Army's pay office from Exeter to 
Glasgow caused a delay in payments to Ter- 
ritorial Army soldiers. 

Up to the beginning of October, troops, 
some serving in Bosnia, had not been paid 
for three months. Priority was given to Regu- 
lars, but TA soldiers needing money urgently 
and who applied to pay offices could receive 
a cheque within five days. Delays occurred 
because so much information had to be 
transferred to new computers. 

Public debate 
on women in 
corn bat roles 
TdE p"b1.c .s to be asked wneiner II  
approves of women serving .n front- 
ne combat roles in tne Army ana 

Roya Marines n an opin on poll to oe 
abncnea oy the MOO - Times 

(SO~IE,S'OP n,ons. see Page 701 

4 A n  Australian nventor nascreat- 
ea a gJn which can t re more than 1.5 
m'llion b- ets a m nLle - Indepen- 
den1 on Sunoay 

i Defence of Ihe Falklands IS being 
s ashed 10 pay for more hospita beas 
Lp 10 250 -one n seven - troops w 
oe OrOJght home anti-a rcraft patrols 
CLI ano a 1OJnO-tne-Clock alen for 
Tornaoo crews relaxeo - Sun 

i Tne DLde of Vorm 1s campagn- 
ng for a change in Army recrJltrnent 

PO ICY to end restrictions tnat deep 
S d n s  o ~ t  of Ihe forces. SINhs are 
1eqJired oy the r religion to wear ILr- 
oans at all times, making it impossl- 
ole for tnem 10 aon regulat on m' tary 
ne meis. - Sunoay Telegrapn 

3 Class 1 ea aocJments reveal 
lnat MOD OH c a s are pJSh ng for tne 
TA to oe IJrned into a weedeno 
'"le#s,re-oased organ salion w In no 
operat ona role. They also sad tne 
expense of Tne Aing's Troop and tne 
hoLseho d Cavalry Reg men1 is '0 HI- 
CL 110 sLstain" - Sunoay Times 

J Troops who d d no1 serve in tne 
GL 1 War are suner ng from me same 
syrnploms as colleagJes wno saw 
anve service. They rVere reserve 
Iroops. .n,ecteo with lhe same cxk-  
la of vacc nations. - Dady Mail 

'3 A review of Brila n's draconian 
ant -raoies qLarantine .aws nas oeen 
announced. - Fmanaal Tmes 

J Recr-its wi oe JSeo n experi- 
ments to d scower Ihe genes respon- 
sole tor pnys cal exce ence, paving 
the way for new methoas of se ecting 
elite sod ers. - Sunaay Tmes 

J A reative of a Cnarge of tne 
Light Brigade SLrvivor appealeo tor 
ne p aher h s grave was smashed oy 
vandals - Da;ly Telegraph 

(-tgh! Br gaae graves mer Page 66, 

SOLDIER November 1997 



I 

In m( --low Blooming marvellous - - -  3's journey I 

of Emma 
IT WAS a day Emma Berningham was to remember 
with delight for the rest of her tragically short life - 
thanks to the British Army. 

A visit to the guard mount at Buckingham Palace 
and coffee at Wellington Barracks could have been 
just an ordinary outing, but it turned into one in which 
she experienced extraordinary generosity and friend- 
ship. 

Emma died not long afterwards aged just 22. She 
had suffered from a rare form of adolescent cancer 
and in March was told she had only months to live. 
Despite constant pain she continued to raise funds 
for holidays for disabled children and her friends 
thought it was time something was done for her. 

David Watson. father of one of Emma's friends in 

FORMER LCpl Richard Mayfield, Mayfield, who left t h e  Army in 
who took part in the ill-fated Army 1995, was commended for his actions 
adventurous training expedition to on Kinabalu b y  the Army board of 
Low's Gully on Moun t  Kinabalu, inquiry which investigated the events. 
Borneo, i s  planning to return to  the H e  jointly wrote one book, Kina- 
place he thought would be his grave. balu Escape - The Soldier's Story*, with 

Mayfield was a Joint Services rock Territorial Army sergeant Bob Mann, 
climbing instructor in 1994 when the 
ten-man British Army expedition 
went missing on the mountain. N o w  
he i s  organising a team of profession- 
al cavers and climbers to conquer 
Low's Gully in February. 

Low's Gully was barred to Service 
personnel after t h e  Army found itself 
having to defend i t s  policy o f  adven- 
turous training. 

who was with him on  the trip, and has 
started another which he hopes wil l 
include the happier tale o f  h i s  next 
expedition, which wil l be accompa- 
nied by a film crew. 

H e  said "It i s  going to be a psycho- 
logical challenge because of  what 
happened, but I have got a brill iant 
team around me." 
'Now out in paperback (Constable. f7.95). 

Wherever WO1 Dougle Edmond is posted he is soon 
surrounded by blooms. What started as a vague inter- 
est in gardening for the green-fingered regimental 
quartermaster at HQ Land has become a serious 
hobby. Which is why baskets overflowing with flowers 
adorned the Wilton sergeants' mess this summer. 

the Red Cross, 
knew she liked 
military bands and 
contacted Army 
Training Centre, 
Pirbright to ask if 
she might be able 
to watch a passing 
out parade. 

"I received a 
call from Capt 
Richard Norris of 
the Coldstream 
Guards asking if 
Ernma would like 
to go to Wellington 
Barracks. have 
coffee and then 
witness the guard 
mount from the 

said Mr Watson. 
"From the time we 

forecourt at Buck- 
ingham Palace," 

CSgt Blue -IVVn ..,.,, L I I ~ ~ ~ ~ a  

(right) and Maria Watson, at 
Bucklngharn Palace 

arrived until the moment we left everyone went to 
great lengths to ensure she enjoyed every minute." 

Crook, Coldm Gds, who looked after her and her 
friend, Maria Watson. 

trip back Emma was in tears. . . she said that she 
had never before experienced such generosity or 
friendship." 

Emma. in her turn, made a lasting impression on 
CSgt Crook. "I have never seen such a bubbly girl in 
my life," he remembered. "This young girl with that 
terrible illness had a smile from ear to ear. Everyone 
was drawn to her because she was a very preny lady. 
She held my arm ail the way back and I don't know 
who was more pleased," 

For Emma, the real star of the day was CSgt Blue 

'They all made a young girl feel like a lady. On the 

nurse 
High O - 7  

I 
Cfn Janet Thomp- 
son, a nurse when 
she's not in the TA, 
has been put in 
charge of a garage 
full of heavy metal 
patients. Her unit, 
Loughborough- 
based203Sqn.158 
Tpt Regt RLC, has 
been given 14 
Harley Davidson 
motor cycles and 
Janet is responsible for keeping them in perfect con- 
dition. Even the hint of a coughing carburettor has 
her reaching for a wrench. A staff nurse in Leicester, 
Cfn Thompson joined the TA 12 months ago. 

t 
6 

Sea pegoa t for 
the Spice Girls 

i z  

Knight in shining khaki TRAINING recruits i s  not  usually a 
problem. But the  newest member of 
the 2nd (Volunteer) Battalion, The 
Royal Regiment of Wales has been 
subjected to a unique induction sched- 
ule, writes Dermis Barnes. 

Shenkin 11, a Royal Windsor white 
goat, was recruited as new the regi- 
mental mascot when his predecessor, 
also called Shenkin, died suddenly in 

(widely known as Joe the Goat) 
attached a Walkman to Shenkin's coat 
and headphones to h is  horns. . . and 
trained him in record time. 

"Normally h e  likes listening to  mil- 
itary music, but I have tried him with 
a Spice Girls tape and there was a def- 
inite reaction. H e  danced around and 
stamped his feet," said the goat major. 

Shenkin I1 has alreadv hroueht the 

Fifteen years after her days of glory as 
a troopship during the Falklands War 
(inset picture), the PBO liner Canberra 
returns to the port of Southampton for 
the last t h e .  The Great White Whale, 
as she was known to trooos who sailed 
In her to the South Atlaniic, was played In to the quayside by Bands of The Para- 
chute Regiment and the Royal Marines. The Red Devils marked the retirement by 
parachuting into a waterfront park and handing a baton to the ship's master, Capt 
Rory Smith. Salutes were fired from the park by 29 Commando Regiment RA and 
Royal Navy warships in the Solent. No declslon has been made on her future. 

~~~~ ~~~ 

September. 
The  battalion requested a replace- 

ment from the roval herd at W ~ I O -  

traffic t o  a halt in Cardiff during walks 
to prepare him for meeting the public, Greenjackets on the box 

L1 
a a 
h 

TA soldier Cpl Robert Knight was on hand to help 
when 71-year-old Bill Walker, aformer RAF Lancaster 
bomber pilot, took a tumble and injured his wrists. 
Doctors said Robert's first aid saved his elderly neigh- 
bour from infection and possible surgery Cpl Knight. 
of 118 Recovery Company REME in Northampton, 
once took command at a six-car crash on the M1 until 
emergency services arrived, looking after casualties 
whose injuries ranged from broken ribs to whiplash. 

And he spotted his mother's "headache" was in fact 
a life-threatening tumour. She is now fully recovered. 
'"I follow my TA training," he said, "it's a real help." 

made Zoo, but there was no suitable 
:andidate and Shenkin I1 (or Gadget 
IS he was then known) was suggested. 
He had been rejected at birth and 
land-reared b y  Margarette and Allan 
Hartfield on their small-holding in 
Herefordshire. 

The problem was to prepare him for 
l i s  main RRW public duties of march- 
ng in public with a band, Finding a 
nilitary band to play for him for was 
mpossible, so Goat M a j  David Joseph 

TWENTY members of  the 2nd Battalion, The 
Royal Green Jackets brushed up their TV inter- 
view techniques during a command post exercise 
in Sennelager when they were surrounded b y  
camera crews. 

The  TV course i s  part of a regular package run 
for the Combat Manoeuvre Simulation Centre 
b y  M a j  Charlie Bishop of the Training Support 
Unit. Interviews were done by 1 (UK) Armd D i v  
Media Ops officer Paul Barnard and M a j  David 
Wilson, 41 Army Education Centre, Paderborn. 

ies) students to a two-year part-time 
course which will lead to a degree from 
the University of Liverpool. The course is 
based at the museum in Chester, which 
houses the archives of The Cheshire 
Regiment and Cheshire Yeomanry. 

0 Armed Forces marked the golden 
wedding of the Queen and Duke of Edin- 
burgh by making a gift of 44 torcheres 
(medieval lamps) for Windsor Castle. 

KREFELD-based 7 Signal Regiment 
has been awarded the Freedom of the 
city. Members of the regiment marched 
to the Rathaus to receive the scroll. 

0 Prince Edward may make his home 
at Bagshot Park, Surrey, former HQ of 
the Royal Army Chaplains Department. 

0 Lt Gen Sir Hew Pike, Deputy C-in- 
C Land Command, has been appointed 

deputy commander of the NATO-led Sta- 
bilisation Force (SFOR) in Bosnia. 

0 Maj Gen Christopher Elliott has 
taken over as GOC UKSC(G) following 
the posting to MOD London of Maj Gen 
Christopher Drewry. 

0 In a pioneering project, the Cheshire 
Military Museum has welcomed Univer- 
sity College of Chester MA (Military Stud- 

November 1997 SOLDIER SOLDIER November 1997 



BLESMA 
BRITISH LIMBLESS EX-SERVICE MEN'S ASSOCIATION 

AREYOU ELIGIBLE FOR HELP? 

BLESMA is a National Charity specifically for limbless 
Ex-Service men and women. The Association also accepts 
responsibility for the dependants of its members and, in particular, 
their widows. 

BLESMA wants to help 5,000 more eligible men and women. 
The Association promotes the welfare of men or women who 
have lost a limb or limbs or one or both eyes as a resun of service 
in any branch of Her Majesty's Forces or Auxiliary Forces and to 
assist needy dependants of such Service limbless. 

BLESMA CAN HELP: 
Provide permanent residential and convalescent holiday 
accommodation through its two nursing and residential Homes 
at Blackpool and Crieff in Perthshire. 

Provide financial assistance to Membem and W i d w  in the form 
of Grants. 

Assist in finding suitable employment for Amputees. 

Furnish advice on Pensions, Allowances. makes representation 
to Government Departments on individual entitlements and, 
where necessary, represent Members and their dependants at 
Pensions Appeal Tribunals. 

A LEGACY MEANS A LOT 
TO THE LIMBLESS 

Help the disabled by helping BLESMA with a donation now and 
a legacy in the future. We promise you that not one penny will 
be wasted. 

For further information contact: 

HQ BLESMA, Dept. SDR 
Frankland Moore House, 
185-187 High Road, 
Chadwell Heath, Romford, 
Essex RM6 6NA 

Telephone: 0181 590 1124 Fax: 0181 599 2932 
Registered as a Charity under the 
Charities Act. 1960. No. 207621 

We owe a lot to I 
our soldiers whc 

fight for us... I 

...g uarding our freedom and protecting our 
children's future. Some fall on hard times. 

We need your help to help them. 
A donation, a covenant, a legacy or through 

the Payroll Giving Scheme to 
The Army Benevolent Fund will help soldiers, 

ex-soldiers and their families in need. - - - _ _ _ -  - - - - _  
T0:Th.A- Bm1w1.M Fund. D W .  SOL. 41 (lunn's Gate. London SWl6HR 
We owe c lot to the soldiers who fought so hard for our freedom and our I IUIUrs and continue 10 protacl US. i would like to make this contribution to 
help those of them Who art) in need. 
I e n ~ b s e  a donation of f10 0 L15 0 U5 0 I Piease charge my AcseaNisalCharityCard No, 

I 0 PIaom lend ma delails 00 making I 1 ~ 1 C y o r  how lcovld donaa lhroqh Rymll Giving. 

I of Taday'riArmy. lanclossf 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Other L 

iwin0.u 
I l l i l l l i t  

lu2parcowinr. m1. 
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0 Plaass send ms- A2 COloYIPOItarPlhOWin~ cap badges 

Name I Signmufa 
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Why Gulf War 
forms are so, 
so important 

,. W C I  
Cari's columr 

THE Royal British Legion has launched a 
poster campaign urging everyone to fill in ques- 
tionnaires they get from r e w r c h  teams looking 
into possible links between service in the Gulf 
War and subsequent ill health. 

This Seems to be a gccd time fora reminder 
on just how impoNlnt R is to return those 
bms.Trying to get popie overseas, in Ger- 
many in par?icular. to give their minds to a con- 
ttibuhn to the Cotmfeipaint programme has 
been hard work indeed. 

When the latest mearch prnjects were 
announced we invi!ad 
team leaders on to the 
programme and dis- 
cove& that we coukl 
have talked for a lot 
longer than the half 
hour alldted to us. 

The message they 
wanted to convey 
above all others was 
that this information is 
vitally impoltant. 

90 m the GUM and 
you% as fit as a butcher's dog they still want to 
hear from you. To got a balanced piciure they 
needto hearfrompmpie wilhwtanyproblems. 

They were ai? keen to strew the confiden- 
tiality of the system. Neither 18 there anything 
sinister tobe read into the issuing of the forms. 
Everyone will get one f o n  and some, chosen 
at random, will get another dealing with repro- 
ductive health and the heanh of any children. 
Again, they want to heer from you even if you 
are 1- enough to have healthy, happy chil- 
dren and you didn't go to the Gulf. 

I Even if you didn't I 

BOTTOM OF THE IN-TRAY 
All this form-filling might seem over the top. i 

can imagine people doing with the form what i 
do those the bank or car company send me . . . 
they go to the bottom of the in-tray. The reason 
i eventually answer them is that there does 
s8Bm to be a genuine desire to tailor the service 
offered in the mmt efficient manner. 

These questionnaires are much more impor- 
tantbecausewearen'tjusttalklngaboutgetting 
good service; we're talking about providing the 
best protection possible for men and women 
sent into dangerous sltuations on our behalf. 

So, when you get your questionnaires please 
take a few minutes to answer them carefully 
and send them back. When the information Is 
collated it will give a clear picture of the situa- 
tion. 

This is w i g  to take swne time, so be 
petient. 

The fact that wa won't get instant resuits 
means that the researchers are not Nshing into 
conclusions. This can only be to everyone's 
advantage and R'II mean that we will, finally, be 
sure that we have the best possible answers. 

Cari ~ o b e r ~ s  p m t s  Counterpoint on 
BFBS radio. Wrlte to her at BFBS, BFPO 
786; or do Soldier. 

kP 
This team of (from left) UN interpreter Diana Brldger, Capt Catherine Mavln and Cap1 
Phllippa Bucklngham (5 Regt RA) beat 38 men's teams to flnish 131h in the Walkabout 

Airborne Gunners beat 
5 AB on Cyprus march 

A HIGH rate of amidon during the T h e  only women-only team, made up 
tough Cyprus Walkabout resulted in of Capts Catherine Mavin and Philippa 
just  22 o f  the  51 teams that started Buckingham (5 Regiment RA) andUN 
crossing the finishing line. translator Diana Bridger, achieved a 

those lagging too far behind) accounted One o f  the  most prestigious orien- 
for the  fail-out as 7 (Parachute) Regi- teering events in the Army-RAF calen- 
ment RHA, led by M a j  Duncan Francis, dar, the annual Cyprus Walkabout i s  
took the  honours after holding off a contested by teams o f  three who are 
determined challenge by fellow Alder- given 24 hours to  complete a course 
shot-based unit HQ 5 Airborne Brigade. which takes in hostile and extreme ter- 

Ahead by 35 minutes at the  end o f  the ram. 
f i s t  day o f  the  8Okm event, 7 (Para) L a s t  checkpoint on the  f u s t  day took 
RHA eventually finished just three min- competitors nearly to the  6,OOOft 
utes ahead o f  HQ 5 AB in an overall summit of Moun t  Olympus in the  
t ime  o f  14hr 7min l3sec. Troodos mountains. Temperatures 

Best placed island-based team was soared as the walkers made the  dficuit 
259 Signal Squadron, which received descent and return to  Episkopi the fol- 
the silver hoot trophy. lowing day. 

Injuries and fatigue (judges rerire creditable 13th place. 

ARMED FORCES Min ster Dr John Rei0 Czech. Canad an an0 Malaysian troops 
met officials working on Gulf War veterans' 
illnesses while on a seven-day visit to the 
United States during which he had talks with 
his American counterpart, Deputy Secre- 
tary of Defence John Hambre. 

Dr Reid called at the Walter Reed Army 

took part in the event heid on~the Manjaka 
ranges near BanjaLuka. The loggies-SSgt 
Gilbert, Cpl Hawkins (captain), LCpls Hol- 
brook, Hope and Marriott, Ptes Suilivan and 
Sears - beat 2 RRF in the semi-finals and 
21 Engr Regt in the final. 

Medical Centre in Wasnington an0 ater v i s  
itea the neadq-aners 01 me SLpreme Allieo 
Command Atlantic at Norlo 6. V rqinia 

b Electronc Data Systems (Defence) Lto 
nas been cnosen as Ihe preferred conlrac- . 
torto provide pay, pensions and administra- 
tion services for the Armed Forces. Subject 
to the MOD'S approval process it was 
expected that the Armed Forces Personnel 
Administration Agency contract would be 
awarded to EDS et the end of October. 

0 A team from 3 (UK) Regiment RLC, 
formed mainly from 3 Close Support Regi- 
rnent RLC based at Abingdon, won a falling 
plate shooting competition run by the Multi- 
National Division (South West) in Bosnia. 
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On exercise 
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Forests of 
Poland provide 
a very different 
sort of warfare 

i- I 

challenge . for 
tt 
IT 

e heavy 
eta I brigade 
Report: Paul Beaver 
Picture% WO2 lan Dunnlng 
and 6AC D a m  SedgMvlck 

POLAND provides ideal terrain for 
brigade-level training, Brig Nick Parker, 
commander of 20 Armoured Btigade told 
Soldier as his troops completed a 25-hour 
road and rail move from their Germany 
bases to the Drawsko-Pomorslue mining 
area for Exercise Ulan Eagle. 

“We are bringing all the elements of an 
armoured brigade together bere for the 
first time since the Gulf War,” he said. 
“This is the first time for six or seven years 
that we’ve been able to conduct all-arms 
brigade training inhgh-intensity warfare. 
I welcome it. 

“The brigade was very good at BATUS 

All out: soldiers of The London Reglment deploy In the fleld on Ulan Eagle 

bnt it has been losing the experience from 
the fragmentation which happens in the 

key thing is getting the brigade together. 
If we are in the heaw-metal business we 

~- 
m t b u n a n . . h o n t r a R n l w & ~  

taking part in opp- Drawsko-Pomerskie, safety was upper- 
osed crossings with most in the planners’ minds. “We are 
“ e n e m y  f o r c e s ”  . responsible ‘for all the lives of the 
played by.C Squad- brigade,” B ~ i g  Parker emphasised to his 
r o n ,  T h e  L i g h t  commanders athis tactical.headquarters, 
Dragoons a n d  2 hiddenawayinthepinetreesoftheuain- 
Company, 1st Bat- ingarea. 

“Even without an enemy, armoured talion, Coldstream 
Guards, on the far warfare is pretty dangerous and we are all 

charged with protecting the lives of the, bank. 
Other  vehicles men and women here. I expect my com- 

were also put thr- manders to think about what they are 
ough their paces on doing at all times.” 
the M3, including During the Soviet tenure of Drawsko- 
t h e  r e p  a i r  a n d  Pomerskie, it was not uncommon for the 
recovery vehicles of casualty rate to run into dozens, accord- 
3 Battalion, Royal ing to local observers. 
Electrical and Mech- 
anical Engineers and 

Ambulance. 

UNLQAMNG 
rd 3 Armoured Field For example, local villagers professed 

themselves amazed at the way in which 
the British Army handled the unloading 
of trains carrying the Challenger tanks of 

Field brlef: Brig Nlck Parker (centre: 
(left), OC 23 Amphlblous Engineer Squadron, Royal Englneers 

Although the M 3  
has been worked up on the River Weser That learning process included all arms 

.. 
British -Army? 

Although the wide open prairies at 
BATUS in Canada provide excellent 
opportunities for manoeuvre and live 
h g ,  the advantages of Poland include 
having to operate in woods and forests, 
tactics which sent at least one unit scurry- 
ing to the RMA Sandhurst library for 50- 
year-old texts. 

“Here in Poland we can use all our 
infanuy, tanks and armour in a new set- 
ting that won’t upset any of the local pop- 
ulation,” the brigadier explained. “The 

simply have to train & h  ir.” 
The he-year ly  training cycle of 20 

Armd Bde has been less than perfect. The 
brigade headquarters was committed to 
.Bosnia untii April and the two mecha- 
nised infanny battalions have recently 
been in Northern Ireland. The 1st Battal- 
ion, The Devonshire and Dorset Regi- 
ment returned to Germany in May and 
were at Drawsko-Pomorskie without 
mortar and Milan support, while the 2nd 
Battalion, The Royal Green Jackets had 
had since January to re-train in the high- 
intensity c&ict role. 

The Queen’s Dragoon Guards were not 
playmg a full part n the exercise because 
of the training demands of a forthcoming 
Northern Ireland deployment. 

- 

M E S S  
“That’s all conspired for a less-than- 

perfect trauung year but it also demon- 
strates just how the Army ts stretched,“ 
said Brg  Parker. 

“Our aim 1s to be lavel 5 by the end of 
the year. That means fit for any task 

7 

bUCKY 13 FOR U L m  EAGLE 
soldlers. We can turn out 
rolls, crolssants, garlic 

As a result tradltlonal and 
Zen of soldiers, the pop songs could be heard 

erclse Ulan Eagle In are famous for bakery during 
land were able to tuck our pizzas. We theearly hours 

to fresh bread every day. of each morn- 
It was the flrst time that badges out of Ing. 
3 Bakery Troop RLC has breed.” Based in 
companied Brltlsh sol- The bakers, 

from the 

even make cap 

near Chippen- 

service In 1980 
and has since 

WO1 Ken Smith, OC of the ly 
Moblle Bakery Sectlon. th 
“We could supply enough 
bread to support 6,000 h. the Gulf and Bosnla. 

training on the new M 3  amphibious rig 
which was fielded on Ulan Eagle by 23 
Amphibious Engineer Squadron RE. 

On the first day, the sappers were busy 
bringing the 1st Royal Tank Regiment’s 
Challenger 1 main battle tanks across one 
of the training area’s many lakes on four 
M 3  rigs joined together to form a ferry. 
The tanks followed Warrior infantry 
fighting vehicles and Scimitar combat 
reconnaissance vehicles of the 2 RGJ 
battle group. 

Later, all vehicles bad an opportunity 

in Germany, the Polish training area pro- 
vided new challenges and opportunities. 

“We know the crossing points on the 
Weser,” said Capt Ben Legg, operations 
officer of 23 Amph Engr Sqn, “but this 
site is ideal to give the brigade’s battle 
groups a taste of M 3  operations in a new 
environment.” 

During the fust days of Ulan Eagle, as 
the individual battle groups worked up, 
units practised embarking and disem- 
barking from the M 3  in its ferry configu- 
ration. 

.~ - 
1 RTR: 

A Polish officer observing the move 
commented: “The Soviets had special 
drivers to take the tanks from the ttain 
and even then people would be hurt, 
sometimes Mled. But the British Army, 
they just drive straight off, no bother.” 

Another advantage which the British 
troops in Poland have over their erstwbile 
Warsaw Pact counterparts is the Combat 
Service Support Group (Germany) 
which was kept busy keeping vehicles 
refuelled, soldiers fed and every unit sup- 

iers to Poland and It pro- 
ided a welcome change ! 

..om the local rye bread. 
“we can produce 108 i 

loaves an hour, 2,160 
loaves a dav.” sxnlalned I 

1 

+@res and equipment. i 
! 

to cross the 600 metres of lake, some 
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On exercise 

Proud smiler: Reserve aoldlers from 
South Shields-based 105 Squadron, 72 
Engineer Regiment on a Bellev brldae 

PROVIDING a guard force for the  
Combat Services Support Group (Ger- 
many) was anything but dull, as Jocks 
from the 7WSth (Volunteer) Battalion, 
T h e  Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 
found out during Exercise Rhino 
Replen, which ranged from the  Dutch 
border to  Paderborn in the  east. 

T h e  exercise, the  largest staged on 
German soil since the end o f  the Cold 
War, involved nearly 12,000 troops, 
about ha l f  o f  them from Territorial Army 
units which flew or drove from the UK to 

join Regular soldiers o f  the  1st Armoured 
Division practising their logistic support 
capability in the field. 

Br ig  Seamus Ken ,  Commander 
CSSG(G), said: “This i s  a l l  about exer- 
cising our function, our ability to provide 
everything needed at the start o f  a major 
operation, whether it’s medical back-up, 
transport support, ammunition, fue l  or 
rations.” 

T h e  division i s  a major contributor to 
NATO’s Allied Command Europe Rapid 
Reaction Corps (ARRC). 

Paras Ste 
An officer of the Ukrainian 
Airborne Forces salutes 
as British paratroopers 
march off the square at a 
parade to mark the start 
of the week-long Exercise 
Cossack Steppe, the first 
tri-lateral peacekeeping 
exercise held In the 
Ukraine. Troops from the 
2nd Battalion, The Para- 
chute Realment were 

0 More than 500 part-time soldiers from 
145 Brigade took pan in Exercise Roe- 
buck Foray in South Wales. It was the 
brigade’s first concentration since it was 
formed in 1995. Main units involved were 
5 RGJ, 2 RGBW, 266 Bty (Para Artillery), 
163 Pro Coy and 70 Sig Sqn. Aim of the 
exercise, which was supponed by Lynx, 
Gazelle, Puma and Chinook helicopters, 
was to simulate a light mobile force being 
deployed into a war-torn country to drive 
out an invading army. 

0 About 700 soldiers from Exeter-based 
43 (Wessex) Brigade took pan in Exercise 
Wvvern Claw. a two-week concentration 
in-East Anglia Brigade troops, mostly 
from the Devon and Dorsets, Light 
Infantry and Royal Wessex Yeomanry, 
were under the command of Brig John 
Poweli. 

0 Members of 103AirDefence Regiment 
RA based in the North West invaded train- 
ing areas at Tenby and Castlemartin for a 
two-week exercise codenamed Flrebird. 
The soldiers from Liverpool, Manchester, 
Bolton, Widnes and St Helens would, in 
time of war, provide air defence to ARRC. 

0 British support troops were involved in 
a multi-national NATO command post 
exercise, Active Improvement, staged 
on Leopoldsburg military training area in 
Belgium under the command of Maj Gen 
Rob McAfee, Commander MND(C). 

. -.. . . ~  
joined by Polish and 
Ukrainian paratroopers. 
Pa.ra Cnnr Flelcner 
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Army shots are 
a hit in Canada 
TWENTY of the Army’s best shots 
flew to Ottawa to compete in the 
annual Canadian skill-at-arms com- 
petition and produced several notable 
results. 

Led by Maj Roger Shelmerdine- 
Hare, R Anglian, the team was based 
on nine Gurkhas from 30 Signal Reg- 
iment, which had done well in the 
annual Tickle competition, and a 
selected group of individuals, includ- 
ing two from 1 WFR, three from 3 R 
Irish and two Royal Engineers. 

The team scored 18 possibles in the 
rifle matches, with Cpl Nirmal 

Gurung (30 Sig Regt) finishing nine 
points behind the Canadian Queen’s 
Medal winner. 

Sig Lila Sing Gurung did excep- 
tionally well in-his first International 
competition. 

Cpl Skinny Chambers (1 WFR) 
won a medal for the top international 
firer in the sniper match, while the 
British Army team had a clean sweep 
in the LSW match, taking the first 
seven places. 

They were second to the Canadian 
Reserve team, the hot favourites, in 
the international match. 

Maidstone sappers 
win Sword of Peace 
SIX-HUNDRED soldiers of 36 
Engineer Regiment based at Maid- 
stone, Kent have won the Wilkinson 
Sword of Peace for 1996 for their 
work in Bosnia. 

The unit undertook extensive 
reconsmction work in the war-rav- 
aged country as part of NATO’s 
peace Implementation Force (IFOR). 

A MOD recommendation said the 

Top dogs at RSME 
A Guard Dog Service team trophy 
was won by 3 RSME in competition 
with 30 other teams at the RE 
Combat Engineering School, Minley. 

work done by the sappers led directly 
to greatly improved freedom of move- 
ment, safe infrastructure and the 
foundation for renewed local indus- 
try, medical and educational bases - 
essential elements of a stable future. 

The Sword of Peace was presented 
during a ceremony at Invicta Barracks 
at the end of last month. 

“The regiment’s contribution is 
both a tangible and long-term legacy 
to those who have endured horrific 
hardship in central Bosnia and they 
consider it to have been their good 
fortune to have been able to assist 
when the need was so great,” said the 
recommendation. 

BFBS calling. . . 
on the record 
WITH its move to new purpose-built studios, 
BFBS Radio now has one of the largest selections 
of records of any radio station in the world. 

New premises at Chalfont Grove, near Gar- 
rards Cross, cost more than Ll million to build 
and consist of six studios. More than 5,000 
records have been transferred to the station’s 
hard-drive and state-of-the-an equipment means 
they are available at the touch of a button. 

The official switch-on by Armed Forces Min- 
ister Dr John Reid at the end of September 
marked the end of 12 years of broadcasting from 
Paddington. 

SSVC, which provides the BFBS service as 
part of a five-year contract, decided on the move 
so that all its broadcasting services could be 
united under one roof. 

Your chance to 
be a video star 
COMBAT Arm. - Royal Armoured Corps, 
Infantry end Army Alr Corps - provide the 
theme for the late& Army Vi& Diary due out 
clarly thls month. Watch out for It k x u a e  two 
newcompetitlons wlll k launched In the 
video. 

Unlts, sub-unlts and headquarters will be 
encouraged to make their own short Rims ol 
their next etx months. m e  k a t  effort will win e 
video camera to be presented by teievfalon 
repotter Kate Adie and be featured In the May 
OB vi& dlary. Entries cloee on Aprll20. 

to questlons posed at the end of the video 
could sarn the winner a day’s omrs-country 
driving Instruction from Land-Rover on the 
company’s gruelling test track. Replles have to 
be submitted to DPR(A), Mod Maln Bulldlng, 
Whitehall, London SWlAZHB by January 12. 

Names ol the wlnners wlil appear In Soldier. 

And for lndlvldual viawere, COrIoct anSWer6 

Gurkha benefactor‘s garden 
A MEMORIAL garden featuring a chaurara or 
traditional Nepalese resting place is to be created 
at Ampfield near Romsey in Hampshire. The Sir 
Horace Kadoorie Gurkha Memorial Garden, to 
be opened on November 15, honours the long- 
time benefactor to Nepal and the Gurkhas. 
Dimensions of the chaurara will be the same as 
one in the British Gurkha transit camp and H Q  
in Kathmandu. 

P&O European Ferries has announced 
reduced autumn and winter fares for Service per- 
sonnel. The new prices are valid on any sailing, 
day or night, until January 3 1 and include free 
travel for children under the age of 14. 

~ 

FORMER SAS member and author Barry 
Davies will talk about the 1977 Mogadishu, 
Somalia hostage rescue at the Airborne Forces 
Museum, Browning Barracks, Aldershot on 
November 6. Tickets (L6.50) on 01252 349619. 
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l ime off 

soldiers share a 

Below - In defence: 
British troops pro- 
tect a wounded 
comrade durina the 

MENTION the Imperial War 
Museum’s outstation at Duxford 
to military enthusiasts and they 
automatically associate the site 
with aircraft, writes Laurie 
Manton. 

Not .surprising, really, because 
Duxford is the largest centre of 
aircraft restoration in Eumpe. 
However, one of its latest attrac- 
tions has much to offer anyone 
interested in the British Army. 

The Land Warfare Hall is 
packed with tanks, trucks and 
artillery dating from the First 
World War to the Gulf War, and 
consists of tableaux depicting 
20th century battlefield sites. 

A mine-strewn Second World 
War desert scene features a 
British Valentine tank guarding 
the passage of “soft skin” trans- 
port, while another tableau set in 
a ruined farmyard in. northern 
France, not long after D-Day, 
depicts tea-drinking soldiers 
reading letters from home as they 
rest alongside their Sexton 25-pdr 
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Aden crlsis 

Imperial War 
Museum 
outstation is 
home to MO 
wartime cara 
self-propelled gun. One of the 
most spiking exhibits is a graphic 
representation of members of an 
Army patrol defending a wound- 
ed comrade after being attacked 
in an Aden street. 

Fd Marshal Montgomery’s car- 
avans, which served as his 
wartime home and mobile head- 
quarters, are also on display. 

Two of the vehicles were cap- 
tured ftom the Germans in North 
Africa, while the third was made 
specially for Operation Overlord, 

the Normandy landings. All three 
travelled with Monty from the D- 
Day beaches to Luneberg Heath, 
where he received the German 
surrender. A picture of Rommel, 
which Monty used to contem- 
plate as the desert battles raged, 
hangs on the wall of one of the 
vehicles. 

The Land Warfare Hall also 
provides a home for the Royal 
Anglian Regiment Museum and 
an exhibition on the Cam- 
bridgeshire Regiment. 

Imperial War 
Museum Duxford 
is open from 
loam every day 
except December 
24,25 and 26. 
There is a charge 
for entry. For 
further 
information, 
telephone 
01223-835OOO. 
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SOLDIER COMPETITION 
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Here is the third and final 
question in our competition to 
win this superb Sharp NICAM 
hi-8 stereo video recorder. 

You should dready have made U 

note of the answer8 to the 5 r s t  
and second questions, which 
sppemed in our September 15 
and October issues. 

Whkh q l m e n t .  formod In 
1881. took thlr t I t b  In 1921 
and bourn. part of ck. Royal 
lrlrh Rangws In 19687 

The ---__ ___-__ Rwk. 

Flnal anagram: To arrive at the six- 
letter overall answer to this competi- 
tion, rearrange the initial letters of 
words noted since the September 15 
issue of Soldier to spell out the first 
name shared by a legendary 
British king and the Iron Duke. 

Now fill in the details on the form 
and post it to Video Competition, 
Soldier Magazine, Parsons House, 
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants, 
GU11 2DU to arrive no later than 
November 28,1997. 

If you do not wish 10 spoil your mage 
zine you may send a completed phc 
tocopy or write the details on a shec 
01 paper or postcard. Only one entr 
per person can be accepted. 

Sender of the first correct entry draw 
aner the closing date will be th 
winner. 

An announcement about the resu 
will appear in the January issue c 
Soldier. Please note that no corre 
spondence can be entered into. 

Entry form 

SOLDIER MAGAZINE VIDEO COMPETITION, 
NOVEMBER 1997 

Name (lnc rank or upe) ......................................................................................................................... 

Addrear ............................................... ..................................................... 
.................................................................................................... ............................ 
.................... ...... POslwde ................................................ 

ANSWER .......................................................................................... 

Send (to arrive no later than November 28, 1997) to: 
video Competition, Soldier Magazine, Parsons House, ordnance 
Road, Aldershot, Hants, G u l l  2DU. 

Unit spotlight 

l l l i  

Royal Mercian 
and Lancastriar 
Yeomanry 
undergoes 
a major 
transfarmation 

Report: Graham Bound 
Pictures: Terry Champlon 

‘‘ESSEX man is dead; Recce Man Iives!” 
A small exaggmation, perhaps - &er all, 
there are sti l t  more Sierras running 
around Chigwell and Brentford than 
there are sbipped-down Land Rovers. 
But there was no mistaking the enthusi- 
asm of Lt Col John Lemon, OC of the 
Royal Mercian and Lancastrian Yeoman- 
ry as he described the pamcular skills and 
characteristics of his 323 TA soldiers. 

The Regular soldier, one of ten 
attached to this medium reconnaissance 
unit, was presiding over. regimental 
manoeuvres in preparation for the 
brigade-scale Exercise Deep Gorge on 
Otterburn ranges. The preliminary 
deployment to the West Yorkshire coun- 
tryside near Ripon was to be the last 
under Id Col Lemon’s command, but it 
was satisfying proof that his two years at 
the helm had borne fruit. 

He admitted that he had some resma- 
tions about the part-timers when he 
amved at the Telford base in 1995, but 
now he had no doubts about their com- 
mitment and ability. “I wanted this regi- 
ment to change from being a relatively 
static and straightforward home defence 
unit to being a higbly mobile light recce 
unit. And we’ve done it.” 

The proof was out there in the rolling 
Yorkshire countryside. Ranging across 
the scenic landscape, the three squadrons 
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ot’ extremely businesslike Land Rovers 
wme pitted against each other in a , k e e  
dimensional, all-weather chess game. 

Their objective was to locate, monitor 
and harry a smaller but equally mobile 
“enemy” squadron, attempting to break 
t@ough the friendly lines. Each probed 
the zone controlled by the other, 
manoeuvring and observing as required 
and constantly reporting back to the 
headquarters squadron that planned and 
co-ordinated operations. 

Falling back to pre-planned lines and 
“destroying” bridges as they went, the 
patrols exemplified the concept of mobile 
reconnaissance. More often than not, the 
Land Rovers and their two- or rhree-man 
or womad crews were in and out of loca- 
tions before the enemy realised it. 

The key to the RMLY’s mobility lies in 
its minimalist approach to operations. 
Land Rovers (all basic and elderly Series 
III long wheel-base models) are stripped 
of all but the most essential fittings, 
including doors, windscreens and roofs. 
This makes for wet rides and draughty 
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LeA - Moblls OP. Sgl Blll Webb, md drknr Tpr Jondhsn T.vlor aboard their mlnlmallst 
L?ml W. Above - The equally moblb HQ. Cpi Jhn Stllgos (mt) end Capl Jualn Charl- 
ton Jonea twrdlnate patrols. 

Oh, but mobility and low profiles are all- but not too many physical ones, I hope.” 
important. How useful was the exercise to him? 
Even weapons are kept to a minimum. ‘Very. It’s a new role for me,” he said, 

Patrols n d y  carry only riiles and side “and it’s good to get out for longer than a 
m. This does not worry Lt Col Lemon. wekkend. We’ve been preparing to go on 
*Our main weapons,” he said, with the exercise since early January. So this is it.” 
smile of a card-sharp who had just And the exercise was almost it for the 
revealed a deceptively simple trick, “are RMLY’s 100 Land Rovers, because, with 
the radios and the vehicles. Our 6ghting some approachidg their 18th year of hard 
power and usefulness comes use, they are soon to be 

replaced with the new-style purely from being mobile 
110 Defenders. and able to send back good 

intelligence.” It will not be a day too 
A subtle mck indeed, but soon for Sgt Derek Austin% 

REME attached to the just in case it does not work 
quite as well as anticipated, RMLY. “They’ve served us 
the RMLY does, in some well, but they’re long past 
circumstances, make a con- their sell-by date now,” he 

said. The sergeant and his cession to weight and fire- 
power by dealing throw- small staff had carried out 
away anti-tank launchers extensive repairs to 12 vehi- 

cles in just four days. from the bottom of its 
pack. L, John But the venerable med- 

At the intersection of two ”W. baen brilll.nt.” ium-Ecce vehicles had one 
country lanes, and partially more important role to play 
concealed behind a dry stone wall, Sgt before b&g scrapped or sold off. As 
Bill Webb scanned the surrounding coun- the Yeomanry &se ended, the fully- 
tryside. He summed uo the determina- manned war wagons assembled on the 
tion and professionalism that his OC so Ripon parade ground and ceremonially 

drove Dast their CO. .dmi*a. 
”-.I--. 

The patrol commander, a welding sup- 
plies salesman in civilian life, was enjoy- 
ing the work-up to Deep Gorge. “It’ll be a 
hard-fought exercise,” he said, emphasis- 
ing the very real competition that exists 
between the Yeomanry regiments. ‘‘There 
are going to be some real verbal battles, 

As i e  took the salute, Lt Col Lemon 
may have remembered his words m Sol- 
dier: “It’s been just brilliant; a great job 
in which we really got our boots dirty. 
These soldiers have the skills of the 
poacher. And they are damned good 
poachers at that.” 

I 
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s 4 y  sevm horsCS 4 the 
patrols d y  go out on sup. 
days where the horses ere not 
needed for fann work. They ere 
hired at about U a day and the ownem 
are delighted to be m n h g  money frovn 
animals that would otherwise be sranding 
idle in a field. 

Saddles, some of which are antiques, 
ace supplied by the owners. Thq include 
ex-German military saddles f i c h  were 
captured by partisans during the Second ' 

t -. WorldWar. 

Pictures: Media OF, Land Command 
Bosnia briefing 

hi- - 
Bridging the gap I 

n 

SAPPERS from 29 Field Squadron RE, 
21 -er Regiment, performed a bal-. 
an* act with a 170-ton bridge they 
built in the Bosnian town of Donji Vakuf. 

Because there was so little room in 
which to work the sappers had to con- 
struct the 60-metre long mad bridge over 
the river section by section, pushingit for- 
ward as they went. This resulted in the 
unusual sight of the hune steel suucture 

needed. Find wc- 
dons were pushed 
over the consmc- 
tion on to the far bank and touched down 
whereawsr-damagedhouseoncestood. 
Its cellar was filled with aggregate to pm- 
vide a base for the concrete pads which 
beid the landing rollers. 

When one end of the original bridge 
over the Vrbas was destmved in 1993. 

peback, led by 2nd 

~~~ ~~ ~~~~1 ~ ~~~~~ 

g, apparently unsupported, over s put a Bailey bridge over 
the vital route open. 

bridge is now so be 

According to Army vet Capt Melissa 
Bowman, the horses also benefit. "The 
eBsra income that the farmers receive has 
led to the b m e s  looking healthier and vis- 
ibly fatter," she s l id .  

Although Units in Bosnia have been 

it was all 
Sean Cu 

Head to head RSM Peter Woodcock In a 
battle of wllls wlth Goal 

Another fine 
mess you've 
Goat me into 
GOAT power is being used to keep the 
sergeants' mess garden in Split, Croatia, 
clean and tidy. 

But the one-year-old substitute garden- 
er, known imaginatively as Goat, does not 
confine herself to weeds and rubbish. 

"Goat eats everything. . . from flowers 
to the washing line," explained RSM 
Peter Woodcock. "But she does keep the 
rubbish out of the garden, and although 
there are moves to barbecue her every 
time she does something wrong, we are 
truly too fond of her. If anything she gets 
spoilt." 

Their "all-weather, all-terrain Croatian 
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gardener" was brought in'after the sol- 
diers found it hard to keep their self-made 
garden tidy An area behind the mess has 
been landscaped, with garden furniture 
and a pond. The shady spot, with the 
sound of running water, was a welcome 
relief during the summer - particularly 
for a goat which would otherwise be living 
on the sun-baked Croatian scrubland. 

!c&ving something to help them in the 
csperpte struggle to survive after losing 
ieir homes and belongings. 

Tea for 2 I 
(00,000) 
\POLITE letter from The King's Royal Hus- 
ars to a British tea company asked if they 
ouid spare a couple of boxes of the brew to 
idd variety to their cuppas in Bosnia. 

Variety, and lots of it, was what they got. 
The Ahmad Tea Company, based in 

:handlers Ford Hampshire, immediately 
tching a lorry carrying 
eight tons of more 
than 50 blends to the 
three locations at 
which the regiment is 
based in Bosnia. 

"I had expected to 
receive a small dona- 
tion, pehaps just one 
or two small boxes," 
explained Capt Luke 
Williams (left), who 
wrote the letter. '"I 
cannot believe their 
generosity." 

The regiment now 
has a wide choice: 
Darjeeling, Ceylon, 
lemon, fruit, English 
and Irish breakfast 
teas, and the current 
favourite. Earl Grey. 

Ahmad Tea Company has sent several con- 
signments to Bosnia to be distributed by the 
Army. This was the first time they Sent out a 
supply to be drunk by the trwps them- 
selves. 

Ahmads sales manager, Paul Murphy, 
said: 'When you are away from home you 
miss the English cuppa and it is nice to do 
something to boost the troops' morale." 

. . . .. 



What families are saying 

Fewer moves, I 

more 
Serious problems 
that go with mobility 
need to be tackled 
- chairman 

Report Karen Moseiey 
FOR the first time Gurkha wives were in 
the audience of the new-look 1997 Army 
Families Federation (AFF) conference. 

The 20 wives from the 1st Battalion, 
The Royal Gurkha Rifles arrived in Eng- 
land in July after being allowed to accom- 
pany their husbands serving in Britain. 
Seated near the Duchess of Gloucester, 
they heard the speakers talk about issues 
such as housing and allowances which 
will directly affect them and their families 
during their stay in the UK. 

Chairman Cherry Milne said that 
although the theme of the conference was 
Moving Forward Together, another suit- 
able title suggested, but with possibly not 
the right gravitas, was “Fewer Moves, 
More Dosh”. 

“It is so hard to have a career if you are 
moving every 15 months,” she said. “The 
Army is mobile, hut serious problems 
must be tackled. 

“Something has to be done to make it 
financially attractive to move. Why 
should the people giving up jobs and 
homes be penalised? The Pay Review 
Body must take this into account. 

EXCESSIVE SEPARATION 
“Many families are finding the length 

of separation unbearable with far too little 
time between operational tours. We are 
awaiting the result of the Defence Review 
with obvious interest to learn of any alter- 
ation to operational requirements. Fami- 
lies need quality time together if they are 
to stay as a family unit, committed to the 
modern Army.” 

The conference was the fvst to be held 
since the Army Wives Federation was 
renamed the Army Families Federation. 
More than 350 representatives from the 
UK, Cyprus, Germany and Northern Ire- 
land attended. 

Main areas of interest were married 
quarters and pay and allowances. Gen Sir 
Alex Harley, the Adjutant General, 
acknowledged the role the AFF had 

ARMY FAMiLiES 

FEDERATION 

Mrs Sue Capeweii, representing Wii !- 
sented with the Naafi Good Neighbours award by Mr 
Geoffrey DaR, chief executlve of Naafi. The award, con- 
sisting of a cheque for E500 and a sliver rosa bowl for the 
year, is awarded to the community group which has 
made the greatest contribution to its iocai Army commu- 
nity. The runner-up prize and a cheque for flO0 present- 
ed by AFF was won by Larkhiii HiVE 

:d Forces Minister I 
Reid promised to 

1 to and attempt to 
ess issues raised bs 
\FE He said he was 
aware that doctrinc 
i be taught and 
p e n t  could be 
Iht, but if morale w 
iigh then the rest was 
th damn all at the 
of the day”. 
%ring to Army fami- 
ne said: “Stability is 
ntial to the good con- 
of the British Army. 
eone with an unhap- 
mily is going to be an 
ippy soldier. It leads 
emature voluntary 
:merit, which leads to 
itretch, which in turn 
;to more people 
i g  and it becomes a 
JS circle.” 
said the Strategic 
nce Review would 
=<s rptmtinn a< it< 

I 
played in improving an approach to hous- 
ing which was “seriously flawed in a 
number of ways”. 

He said “I know the housing issue is 
creating its own turbulence at the mo- 
ment as the Defence Housing Executive 
( D E )  finds its feet and attempts to re- 
vamp the stock, hut I do see it improving.” 

He said he knew there were concerns 
with increases in quartering charges. The 
Armed Forces Pay Review Body, he said, 
stated that charges for Army housing 
should no longer be comparable with 
those for council housing and the gap 
must he reduced between charges for 
Army housing and the civilian market. 

TURBULENCE 
“They recommended that the gap 

should be reduced steadily over a period 
of time,” said Gen Harley. “But I and my 
staff are saying, in the context of this 
year’s pay review, and against all the m- 
bulence and still unsatisfactory housing 
conditions - and for a whole series of 
other reasons ~ that there should only be a 
minimal raising of these charges.” 

The thorny issue of housing was 
tackled directly by Colin James, chief 
executive of the DHE, and Sir Thomas 
Macpherson, chairman of Annington 
Homes, the company that purchased the 
married quarters estate two years ago. 

“While I do not think for one moment 
that everything in the garden is rosy, I do 
feel the Defence Housing Executive has 
come a long way,” said Mr James, who 
was presented with a cake in the shape of 
a house hv the AFF to celebrate his 55th 
birthday. 

Gen Sir Michael Walker. C-in-C Land 
Command, set the scene from the mili- 
tary point of view, and wryly admitted 
that he was the person responsible for 
“less dosh and more moves”. 

He said that there was a particularly 
high level of operational activity at this 
time and he was not prepared to allow sol- 
diers to go into danger without proper 
training or resources. Although training 
was a top priority, the issue of manning, 
which focused heavily on living accom- 
modation and welfare matters, was also 
considered extremely important. 
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“One of these days the vet will remem- 
ber to warm the thermometer up first” 

“From the left. 

-- - -.- 
“Look on the bright side.. .This wreck is doing 

wonders tor your cardlo-vascular system” 

k--rade m 

, , -  . 

- . _  
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Too much h i n g  to dh 
Interview: Graham Bou 
Pictures: Mike Weston 

d 

THE TRAIN journey to Treharris, 
Simon Weston’s home town near Merthyr 
Tydfil was long. As the crow flies, it is not 
that far to the Welsh valleys, but with all 
the delays and changes it seemed like 
another world as we pulled into the small 
town. 

The sight of a single vacant taxi at the 
station exit was a relief and we quickly 
asked the driver to take us to the u n m i s -  
takably Welsh address. “That’ll be 
Simon’s house,” he said in response to fal- 
tering attempts to pronounce words which 
seemed seriously lacking in vowels. 

Surprised at the driver’s familiarity with 
Simon, even in this relatively small town, 
we asked if he knew him. “I haven’t met 
him, but we all b o w  Simon.” 

From the warmth of his voice he 
seemed to be saying, “he belongs to US”. It 
was a typical response to this man whose 
cruelly burned face and vibrant personali- 
ty have, in the 15 years since the Falklands 
War, come to exemplify the ability of the 
human spirit to uiumph over misfortune. 

Minutes later, however, having been 
welcomed into a pleasant detached home 
hy a smiling Simon Weston, it was already 
bewming clear that only four people can 
rmly claim him as their own. They are the 
people he values most: his wife Lucy and 
three children, James (6), Smart (4) and 
CaitJin, just two months. 

Simon beamed at the two oldest as they 
fussed around him, competing for his 
attention. He chided them gently, before 
Lucy restored peace by taking them into 
the garden. 

WWNC W l L Y  
There is no doubt that surviving the 

hormr of the Falklands has made him 
appreciate the ordinary pleasures of life 
more profoundly, especially his family. “I 
don’t think I could love them more,” he 
said as he cast a gaze toward the garden. 

He spends much more time with his 
family than most fathers would, and he is 
grateful for this. Ironically, he appreciates 
the fact that it is the continued weakness 
of his grafted sldn that makes it necessary 
for him to pursue his freelance c m r  from 
home. “Being injured was an avenue to 
being able to spend more time with my 
children.” 

But the work - a great variety of it - is 
done, nevertheless, and Simon does travel 
when the jobs call for it. Describing his 

A fit young Welsh 
Guardsman 
suffered terrible 
burns in the 
Fa I kla nds Wa r. 
Few thought he 
would live. He 
went on to 
become an 
inspiration to 
millions. As he 
told Soldier, the 

:. . 1_ ;,;i 
profession is something of a problem. He 
laughs and makes a palms-up gesture. 
“There is no specific description for me.” 
He points out that the Inland Revenue 
describes him on its forms as a “writer and 
performer”. He is a little worried about 
the latter word. “It might make me sound 
big-headed. Nobody has the right to be 
big-headed.” 

Fair enough, but most. people would 
show at least a few signs of hubris about 
the varied skills that he has used to make a 
very comfortable living. Take writing. His 
early 1980s launch to fame as the subject 
of a harrowing documentary about his 
inj jes  led to a best-selling autobiography 
and a second volume telling of his post- 
WBT pilgrimages to the Falldands and 
Argentina. The author then tlulvd his 
hand to fiction. Working with journalist 
and friend Pat Hill, they wrote and pub- 
lished twa military thrillers. 

His social ease, unpretentious way with 
words and popularity quickly led to radio 
work. Seven years as a phone-in host on 
BBC Radio Wales ended recently follow- 
ing the arrival at the station of what Simon 
described without a hint of bitterness as 
new brooms. “It was sad really,, because I 
loved it. But I can always return to it if that 
work ever comes myway again.” 

More radio work has already turned up. 

Working with an old colleague &om Radio 
Wales, he went to Hong Kong just before 
it was handed back to the Chinese and 
recorded two programmes for Radio 4 in 
which he interviewed and discussed many 
of the unique people and institutions that 
were soon to leave the territory or pass 
into the control of the People’s Republic. 

Much of the time was spent with the 
Services. “I loved working with them 
again, because nothing is too much trou- 
ble for squaddies, or for the m a l  Navy 
and the Royal Air Force. They just love to 
be recognised and appreciated.” 

Radio comes easily to him, and there is 
an obvious next step. “It is ideal for me 
because, being a Welshman, I can wafne 
for Gcd. On TV you need to be able to use 
fwer  words and be more incisive. But the 
transition from being on radio to being a 
TV presenter shouldn’t be that hard.” 

He has already tested the water . . . and 
liked it. Last Chrisunas he hosted the 
Falklands end of a TV link-up with the 
Forces, while Anthea Turner anchored 
the programme at the London end. Not 
surprisingly, be has ideas for more pro- 
grammes. 

I steered our conversation back to the 
Army because I was keen to know how this 
confident, media-friendly and quite unag- 
gressive man had fared in uniform. Why 
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did he even jom the Army at 16 in 1977) 
“I joined up because I had lost my way. 

I had leii school without a W e  sualifica- 
tion, taken various menial jobs, but d y  
needed some discipline and something to 
focus on. 

“I was told that I was just above average 
intelligence, and, to be honest, that was 
probably about right. But I loved the 
Army, The thing about my career was that 
if there was a way of getting out of some- 
thing mundane and boring, then I would 
try to find it. But, ifa job had to be done, 
then I was one of those people who would 
get in and get it done. 

“whar the Army gave me I will cherish 
for the rest of my Me, but I wouldn’t 
change places with any serving soldier 
now. We’re expecting too much from them 
these days and sprending them too thinly.” 

Simon never rose above what he calls 
“the giddy heights of Guardsman”, 
although he undoubtedly could have. “I 
was due to go on a corporals’ course after 
we got hack from the Falklands - if we 
got back.” 

NO GRUDGE 
The Argentine Air force ensured that a 

smpe was not to be, and he was pushed in 
other directions. Simon seems to hold 
no grudge against the Argenrines; he even 
visited Buenos Aires with a television 
team and to research the second pact of 
his autobiography. 

He met the pilot who bombed his ship, 
killed his friends and seared him with 
flames (a hellish experience that he says he 
will never forget, but which no longer 
haunts his dreams). 

“The pilot couldn’t believe that he was 
sitting there in front of me without any 
protection,” said Simon, smiliing. “But it 
was really nice. He sent me a letter on rhe 
anniwsary, and I’ve got it in there.” He 
gestured towards his office, but did not 
offer to show the letter to us. Even for this 
supremely amiable man, some things are 
very private. 

“It would be so easy for me to stand 
here and be really hom’ble about the 
Argies, but I don’t do that. They are typi- 
cal South Americans; hot-blooded in one 
way, but very relaxed in another. Nice 
people. They still say the islands are theirs 
but they always add that if you want to 
fight about it, you can keep them.“ 

The first trace of bitterness, albeit one 
that Simon had to dig deeply to find, 
emerged when he was asked about the vet- 
erans’ physical and mental scars and their 

S O W t R  November 1997 

welfare. Aa a founder member of the 
South Atlantic Medal Association, which 
works with s&ering veterans, he is con- 
vinced there is a signiticant number of 
men who remain traumatised by their 
expenences. He believes that society, even 
the Army itself, has not given them the 
care and attention they deserve. 

“I have a really hard time coming to 
terms with people who are supposed to 
look after you, but as soon as the wheels 
come off, they do everyrhing they can to 
destroy your memory and your presence.” 

He says he did not suffer such treatment 
personally. He was never “swept under the 
carpet”, as he describes it, but explains 
that hough his work with the veterans’ 
association he has heard several worrying 
stones. 

Simon Weston is not a man who sits 
badL If he thinks his fellow veterans are 
being unfairly treated, he can be expected 
to say and do something about it. He is a 
big-hearted doer, as his own charity, the 

Weston Spirit, demonstrates vividly. 
Although no longer involved full-time, he 
relishes the time he is able to spend with 
young people being given a second chance 
at education and work hy his inner-cirj 
based teams. 
What of his plans for the future? Anoth- 

er book written with Pat Hill is in the 
pipeline; this time an historical novel that 
breaks the link with today’s Army. 

And there are the TV projects too. He 
will come up with the goods, although 
unlike many achievers Simon’s ambition is 
not ruthless. He is happy with his lot, but 
wants to make an even greater mark. 

“I have too much living to do, and I have 
a simple philosophy on life. It is that we 
shouldn’t just be visitors to this planet. 
We need to take pact in life and make a 
di i€wce.  I want to be able to disappear 
one day - in an orange bmr on a bonfire 
will do - and leave a legacy, so that my 
children can say: ’My dad did all that. 
My dad what a good guy. what a man!”’ 
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GPS 31 
GPS 12 
GK12Xl 
GPSll 
GPSll Plus 

FAST & A C C U H A  

GPS45Xl 
GPS125 
GPSMAPl30 

R M A N C E  
Swing 111 

f64.W 
€75.00 

€110.00 
€66.00 
€90.00 
€100.00 
€105.00 

€215.00 t €331.00 - = PO1 

Prices include Post & Packing i 

_ "  

You can pay by Access, Mastercard, V i a  
or cheque with order * 

c i n  

i Cheques made payable to: Service Sports 
PO Box 1 15, Wetherby, West York5 L5 

Tek ++44 1937 507465 F a  ++44 1937 58098E! 

6FTTM6 THERE SHOULDN'T BE HALF THE BATTLE - 
IT SHOULD BE HALF THE FUN! 

PARACHUTE REGIMENT 
STABLE BELTS 

Maroon canvas webbing with chrome plated buckle - Ofha1 Panern 

f17.50 plus f1.50 pap to UK B BFPO 
(Please enquire for Postal rates to other cauntrie! 

Also avallable: DPM parachute smocks, wings. berets. badges &T-shirts 
SAS stable belts In stock at the same price. Write. phone or fax: Jam1 
Nicholls, Mall Order Oepaltment, or send SAE for catalogue to: 

SPECIALISTS IN MILITARY CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT, 
BADGESAND INSIGNIA 

38 Station Road 
ALDERSHOT Tel: 01252 322668 
HAMPSHIREGUII IHT  Fax: 01252 319963 

Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE 
COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS 
AVAILABLE FOR: 

'NATIONAL SERVICE 
.SUEZ (CANAL ZONE) 
.NORMANDY CAMPAIGN 
.ARCTIC CAMPAIGN 
.PRISONERS OF WAR 
*BOMBER COMMAND W.W.11 
.RESTORATION OF PEACE 1945 

+*MALTA G.C. 5mh ANNIV. 

DO YOU KNOW THAT EACH MEDAL 
BENEFITS THE RELEVANT CHARITY 
OR ASSOCIATION (EXCEPT f) 

DO YOU KNOW FOR EXAMPLE. 
THATTHE POPPY APPEAL HAS 
RECEIVED f174.500 TO DATE FROM 
THE NATIONAL SERVICE MEDAL? 

DO YOU KNOW THAT APPLICATION 
FORMS AND DETAILS OF THESE MEDALS 
ARE AVAILABLE BY CONTACTING 

AWARD PROOUCTIONS 110. 

TELEPnONE 01428.607267 FACSIMI-E 01428- 605672 
PO BOX 30. hASLEMERE SLRREY. J K GU26 6UT 
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, Cadets out and about 
1 

Longmoor 

Busy on the recruit- 
Ingfmnt. The Royal 
Irish Realment VIS- c 

I abilities. 

SOLDIER November 1997 

An important part of any Army 
cadet's life is the summer camp. 
This year thousands of Army 
cadets took to the training areas of 
Britain to practise their skills. 

Soldier visited Longmoor training 
area in Hampshire to watch the 
3rd (Cadet) Battalion, The Royal 
Regiment of Wales on camp. 
Other units sent us pictures. 

Cadet Under Officer 
Safsh CMhnlght of Wel- 
beck College cllnge to s 
mck-face In rlwyn, 
Wales,Snnh was on s 
I.lid.nhlpanddevelop 
ment course run by the 
Jdnt Services Mountain 
Trnlnlng Wing, The ten- 

tary scholarship holdem 
wlth their Canadian 
~ ~ t e r p s r t s .  

day course COmMrwd 
BlitiSh ad& M d  mill- 

and Maicolm Osborne 

MOm thm 470 Cadas from StMOt'd- 
shire and the West Midlands took to 
the great outdoors of Sherwood 
Forest. LCpl Karen Alexander tried 
her hand at navlgatlon In an Army Air 
Corps Gazelle. The area around Plo- 
teus Camp has seen cadas In the 
throes of brldgebulldlng, salllng and 
fk ld exerclses. 

f 

I 

e1 



Who dares b 

IMAGINE the scene: a small hut at the 
edge of the water, with several sun- 
bronzed wanna-be Australian surfer 
types, m studied laid-back poses that stop 
just short of cockmess. Beyond them, at 
the edge of the gently lapping water, 
neatly parked in a line, are half a dozen 
sleek and brightly-coloured let-skis. 

But somethmg is not qrute right. There 
is a persistent and loud b u n  rn the au, 
and it is not the sound of equatonal 
insects. It is, I realised, as my carefully- 
crafted illusion was cruelly shattered, the 
M4. Just a few hundred yards away from 
the lake which is now revealed as a gravel 

-roofed hut (a Portak- 
ritain’s smoke-choked 

bEaLrplRces to rtythc spmforthc~t 

We race jet-skis 1 
with the 
soldier who 

champion 
to be a i 

Graham Bound dared, 
Terry Champion took the pictures 

sleek little machine floating benignly 
a few feet from US. “is mv Kawasaki ’ 
750. It’s what we call 
solo.” 

“So it’s a little like standing up on 
, then,” I asked. Andy 

mthusiastically. “You’ve 

idly getting it, and not 
ed it that much. 

e slowly and let the ’sh drag 
g horizontally. Then when it PorschD in ea a Fiesta. 

Then the two- into a 

I.” 

so there was some incentive to do the 
kneeling bit. What followed was every bit 
as wet and humbling as I had expected it 
to be. As I clambered to my knees, so the 
machine sped off or toppled over. It hap- 
pened again and again. The learning 
curve, it seems was so steep that I was in 
danger of stalling and falling off it. But 
suddenly - as it always is with t h i s  kind of 
thing, I was there, accelerating and even 
steering the thing. sort of. 

Narrowly missing the landing stage 
while saluting the masters, I heard Andy 
shout: “Now accelerate and stand up.” 
The result was predictable, but then, on 
my fifth or sixth erratic circuit, I was on 
my feet, accelerating and bending my 
knees to cushion the blows as my ‘ski left 
the water and then crashed down again. 
At last I was having fun. 

There was to be no real racing for me - 
at least not that day - but steering this 
high-powered water motor cycle around 
the buoys with Andy shouting encourage- 
ment from a safe distance was as invigo- 
rating as anything I have done (well, on 

1 

/ 

water anyway). Back on shore, my teacher 
was even complimentary. “You did excep- 
tionally well for the first time. You’ve got 
the confidence and balance.” 

Maybe so, but I’m not likely to take up 
racing as seriously as Andy Fisher and 
Rob Saggers. They are truly committed, 
as they have to be if they are to stand any 
chance of winning prizes on the national 
circuit. It takes skill, time and money in 
almost equally large quantities. 

Rob, who has already made a name for 
himself on the British circuit, tells a cau- 
tionary tale. “I spent between four and 
five thousand pounds on the circuit last 
year, and may not be able to defend my 
title because I can’t afford it. Sponsorship 
is the answer, but it’s hard to come by.” 

Andy has already secured some com- 
mercial support, and thinks he will be 
able to get tbrough the season. But he 
would welcome other sponsors, and 
would like to be joined by more Army 
enthusiasts who would help him to raise 
the sport’s pmtile. 

“I’d like to see an Army club started,” 

U 
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he says. “Then we could negotiate some 
discounted charges for the use of equip 
ment and facilities, and perhaps even 
convince the Army Sports Council to 
support us.” 

Meanwhile, he doesn’t mind being one 
of the very few soldiers who races these 
unique machines. “I don’t like following 
the crowd, and I do chis because it’s dif- 
ferent,“ he says. “And, of course, it’s fast 
and it’s fun.” 

I can vouch for the first point, and, yes, 
even for the second. It’s even fun in a 
gravel pit. 



Military Survey 250 

I L- 
Report: Chrio Kinsville-Heyne 

THE MILITARY SURVEY arm of the 
Corps of Royal Engineers can trace its 
heritage to the autumn of 1747 and the 
survey of Scotland. 

An eight-year task led by William Roy 
(who went on to become a general) pro- 
duced the first large-scale map of an 
entire country by military personnel for a 
solely military purpose, the repression of 
the Jacobites in the Highlands. 

During the remainder of the 18th cen- 
tury, military map-makers were involved 
in major surveying tasks, including the 
geodetic connection of England and 
France and the production of maps for 
the Napoleonic Wars. 

During the 19th century surveyors 
from the Royal Engineers carried out sur- 
veys of the British mainland and Ireland, 
delineated the boundaries over the ever- 
expanding Empire, particularly in Africa, 
and provided maps for the Crimean and 
Boer Wars. 

This century has produced a massive 
increase in technology and subsequent 
tasks for Military Survey. As well as pro- 

the Army during the First World War, 
military surveyors were often found 
above the front line in balloons, spotting 
and co-ordinatingthe flashes from enemy 
guns while drawing enormous amounts of 
enemy fire. 

They won many awards for gallantry on 
the battlefield. 

Aircraft were first used for th~s task 
during the Gallipoli campaign, although 
the dubious decision to issue maps only 
when troops were on the ground and in 
the correct position negated their imme- 
diate value. 

Remarkable advances in map-making 
were achieved during the Second World 
War, with one of the surveyors' iinest 
hours being their detailed descriptions of 
the Normandy shoreline defences in the 
lead-up to the D-Day landings. 

Military Survey has provided support 
to all post-colonial brush-fire wars and 
crises and is one of the major providers to 
NATO. A high propomon of its military 
personnel are currently deployed in 
Bosnia while the civilian staff are produc- 
ing an impressive array of essential geo- 

riding traditional geographic support to graphic products. 

Section of an 18th-century geodetic plot of the distance between Greenwich and Paris 

CPS plots 

boundaries 

Sgt Andy Gray and Cpl John Lelghton check the data from the Trlmble 4000 SSE Survey Grid GPS receiver over the cannon head In Hounslow 

Size reallv is evewthinn 
AS PART of the 250th anniversary of 
Military Survey, the Hounslow Baseline, 
the birrhplace of modern mapping, was 
remeasured ~ and found to be an extra 
4l/2 inches long. 

Originally measured on Hounslow 
Heath by military surveyors under the 
command of Gen William Roy in 1784, 

I 
the Baseline was used to establish the 
world's first accurate land survey. 

Stretching some five miles between 
Hampton and what is now Heathrow 
Airport, the baseline originally took four 
months to survey, and is srill marked at 
each end by 18th-century cannon har- 
rels. 

I w 
tem (GPS) satellite receivers, allowing 
the work to be performed in a matter of 
hours. 

Sgt Andy Gray, a section commander 
with 19 Specialist Team Royal Engineers 
(STRE), was on hand to explain the 
maths and physics to a fascinated audi- 
ence, which included four-year olds from 

GEOGRAPHIC information is increasingly complex electronic has continued to review 
essential to contingency plan- weapons systems requiring requirements. current technolo- 
ning for potential operations, highly accurate information. gy and future production sys- 
suppolt for Current operations Military Survey providesgeo- t e m s  to keep abreast of 
and military exercises, both in graphic, geodetic and aemnau- change. 
the United Kingdom and over- tical data to assist precision Using state-of-the-art Global 
seas. weapons guidance, navigation Positioning System (GPS) tech- 

While the Armed Forces will and intelligence for both military noiogy, sappers in Bosnia have 
always need paper maps, mili- exercises and operations. plotted the inter-entity bound- 
tary operations are now under- Since becoming an MOD aries established under the 
taken with the support of agency in 1991, Military Survey Dayton Peace Accord. 
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The modern military survey team used 
state-of-the-art Global Positioning Sys- 

a local nursery and an A-Gvel geography 
course from a nearby school. 

Freedom marks school links 
RETIRED Military Survey Engineers, from Denison Bar- Newbury for almost 50 years. 
engineers from ail over the racks in Hermitage, march It trains military engineers 
world gathered in Newbury to through the town with bayo- from all over the globe. Sol- 
see their fellow sappers nets fixed, drums beating and diers fmm America, Saudi 
granted the Freedom of the Colours flying. Arabia and several former 
town. The School of Military Warsaw Pact countries are 

They watched 250 Royal Survey has been based in currently studying there. 
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I Behind the scenes 
at Gurkha base in 
north Hampshire -- 

A 
DEPARTURE from Hong Kong has, curiously, 
brought the Gurkha community closer to the United 
Kingdom than ever before. For the first time, soldiers 
from Nepal serving in Britain are now permitted to 
bring their wives and children with them. In fact, the 
first Gurkha babies to be born in the UK were twin 
girls born to Cpl Surya Bahadur Gnnmg 
and his wife Maya, wri tes John Elliott. 

A range of family-related measures 
has been introduced following the loss of 
Hong Kong as the mditional home of 
the Brigade of Gurkhas. 

Church Crookham, its own future the 
subject of speculation, is currently home 
to the 1st Battalion, The Royal Gurkha 
Rifles and the Gurkha Training Wing. 
As these photographs show, it is an 
establishment which reflects the culwal 
roots of its occupants. It has been a 
Gurkha preserve since the 7th Duke of 
Edinburgh's moved there in 1971. Com- 
manding officer was Lt Col Ian Elliot, father of Capt 
James Elliot, adjutant of the 1st Battalion. 

CLOSURE 
With the base near Aldershot pencilled in for clo- 

sure in 1999, the next Gurkha battalion to serve in the 
United Kinadom will do so from headauarters at 

' 

1 

, *. 

  eft - Riflemen 
Nanda Bahadur 
Gurung and Doi 
Rana clean up the 
gate guard at Queen 
Elizabath BBrmkll. 
The gun was cap- 
tured at tha Battle ot 
Kandahar in 1880 Shorncliffe Kent. 

Until then, Queen Elizabeth Barracks. Church 
Right - A place of 
worship has been 
set aside within the 
camp for the Gurkha 

J soldiers 

Crookham, remains a home from home for the men 
from the mountain kingdom. First thing that strikes 
the visitor is the polite and friendly manner of the pin- 
sharp soldiers transplanted to north Hampshire. The 
genuine warmth of their welcome is as spiking as their 
reputation for courage and ferocity in battle. 

New recruits learn the ropes during nine months of 
varied instruction in the training wing. At the end of 
it, during the Kasam Khane Parade, they swear an 
oath of allegiance to the Royal Gurkha Rifles. It is 
their second such oath. During the initial selection 
process in Nepal they are asked to pledge loyalty to 
the Queen. 

t 
Bdr Rana "paddles" through lunch prepared on a king-size wok 

Beiow - Accommodatlon of character - Church Crookham's Second World War huts 

There is some local resistance to the possihility of 
Church Crookham making way for new development. 
ICS Second World War wooden huts are among the last 
of their kind in the UK. Some feel the camp would 
make an ideal museum when 1 RGR leaves for Brunei 
in 1999. 

Meanwhile life goes on, albeit with a few differ- 
ences. National food, religion and customs of the 
Himalayan region are reflected in the way Church 
Crookham goes about its business. An ageing Army 
hut houses a temple, the modern kitchen boasts a gas- j 
fired wok of truly heroic proportions - bhat for all - I 
while in another corner of the camp a goldsmith plies ~ 

his trade. 
Nepalese people set great store by gold as a means ~ 

of saving, and soldiers can buy g h  and souvenirs 
take with them when they return home. I e' 
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ARTIST & CALLIGRAPHER 
hm Barcack, MA ATD, IS a freelance 
afbst and calligrapher HIS work has 

USA, Aushalia and New Zealand: He 
tends to specialise in pomaits of peo- 
ple and animals but is capable of 
undemking most subjects. As an ex- 
Army officer he has knowledge and 
expalise of military subjects. His tal- - ligraphic work includes origins of 
Christian names, poetry and prose, 
citations and eulogies. He has far se"- 
eral years produced the long-service ..- ~ . . . 

Rose Cottage, 29 Sheep Street, Window, Buckingham MKI 8 3HL 
Tel: 01296 713322 

MIDLAND CD CLUB II Mnil.Order BILW & M i l b y  Band CDs 
TO &#in o v l n r  colovr ratolosua C m I ~ C ,  w 0": 

TeI: 0111 7.44 460516 
Fur: 0121 680 9018 

E-mdI: slles@lllidlaodddslub.M.UL 
m.midhd .ed .dubnruk  

Bands who have CDs they would like ta 
see included in our catalogue, please 
EO"Q,Ct "1 for funher dSuilS. 

LATESTRELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

- - 
REGIMENTAL BADGES 

COMMEMORATION 
HANDDRAWNMCOLOURCRB&R 

FOR PRESENTATION & 

FROM U0 + P d r l  
FRAMM Smv!ce AVUUBIT 

2 BlylhvwdDdw, Primby, C m k d q  
S-y GUI6 STZ 

TeUfu: 01276 684901 

I With or without unit 
designation. 

Any quantity supplied 
S.A.E. for price list 

Lancashire Embmidety 
& Insignia Ltd 

Knowsiay industrial 
Park North, Kirkby, 
Liverpool L33 7SA. 
Phone: 0151-546 51612 

Fax: 0151-549 1128 

SNCOs complete Made to Measure 

MESS KIT 
Excellent quality at a competitive price. 
Contact our Head Office for a quotation. 

Tel: 01132 880 880 
Fax: 01 132 880 864 

Vernon Rees  & Goodal ls  Ltd, 
M i l i t a r y .  C i v i l  & L i v e r y  T a i l o r s ,  

40 Commercial Street, Rothwell, Leeds, LS26 OAW. 

- I HURTMORE ROAD GODALMING. SURREY FREEPHONE 0321 873843 I PEUCE( 
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Kitstop 

U 
Sddier look at new developments in clothing and equipment 

gly. 
but 

Reports: Karen Moseley 
--MINES have become the worst 
threat to life in Bosnia, with up to five mil- 
lion lying in wait around the country. 
Now an ugly but effective vehicle has 
been added to the British Army’s invento- 
ry to help tackle the problem. 

Military experience and technology 
learnt on the D-Day landing beaches have 
been combined to come up with the 
Aardvark mine clearance vehicle. 

Named after the African ant-eater, it 
has chains hanging from its angular bulk 
which give the appearance of a vicious, 
slavering dog. 

It is now being used by 21 Engineer 
Regiment to clear land-mines posing a 
threat to British troops serving with the 
Stabilisation Force (SFOR) on the firing 
ranges at Glamoc. The machine first 
came into service in 1986 and was used 
by Royal Engineers during the Gulf War. 

Its correct military name is Joint Ser- 
vice Flailing Unit and it uses rotating 
chains mounted on the front of the vehi- 
cle to detonate land-mines in its path - 
technology invented in Britain and first 
used on the Normandy beaches in 1944. 

The protective, heavily-armoured boat- 
shaped cab is a result of experience 

.’. 

Aardvark, the British Army’s mlne clearance vehicle, raises the dust in Bosnia 

gained in recent conflicts in South Africa. 12kph - which slows down to 800 metres 
Extended flails remove the damage or an hour when it is actually flailing. 

threat to a distance of 30ft from the oper- Various permutations of low, high and 
ators. reverse plus a hareltortoise gear, a split 

The 48-gear machine (available only in gearbox and different ratios give the 
green) normally travels cab first, but machine great versatility, although 
moves backwards when flailing. Driver according to the sappers, when the Aard- 
and commander sit in a cab at one end of vark starts sliding in the mud it requires as 
the vehicle protected by 30mm of armour. much brawn as skill to control it. 

The Aardvark has a 350 brake horse It could well be the ultimate ambition 
power diesel-powered Ford engine, for those who want to drive big, heavy 
weighs 13.5 tonnes and has a top speed of vehicles with loads of noise. 

Durability is the watch word 
“BEWARE of imitations” warns Silver- 
man’s Ltd, the exclusive distributor of 
CWC military watches. The distinctive 
gun-metal grey and black MOD-approved 
watches are designed to be durable, accu- 
rate, and withstand the rigours of combat. 

They are made of stainless steel and 
armoured glass, and are water resistant to 
a depth of 60ft. Tritium on the bands and 
numbers will stay luminous in the dark 
continuously for up to ten years. The 
tough wristbands, with their “up-and- 
under” security strap, mean that even if 
one breaks the watch will not fall off. The 
bars for the straps are welded on to the 
watch for even greater security. 

Not surprisingly, although they are 
issued to units, quartermasters tend to 
regard them as controlled items and keep 
them under lock-and-key when not being 
used by commanders or watchkeepers. 

A British company, CWC, makes a 
selection of the watches - the most famil- 
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b- 
L right: pilot’s chronograph quartz 
(€220); general service (f75); pllot’s 
chronograph mechanical (€299) 

iar being the general service version which 
sells at L75 (with date, L89). The most 
expensive, at L-299, is the 1970s-issue 
pilot’s chronograph with stop watch, 17 
jewels and mechanical movement. 

Watches with mechanical movement 
and a manual wind are more expensive 
that quartz watches because real old-fash- 
ioned craftsmanship is required to put the 

tiny intricate workings together. A fully- 
battery-operated pilot’s chronograph 
quartz version is also made with a stop 
watch and tenth-of-a-second counter at 
LZ-20. 

Plain and old fashioned, they are not 
the most beautiful watches to look at, but 
Malcolm Silverman, the managing direc- 
tor of Silverman’s, says that ironically 
they are becoming fashionable again. 

“The fashion now is for highly func- 
tional, easy-to-read watches, and manu- 
facturers are beginning to make watches 
like these again,” he said. 

Although fairly straightforward to oper- 
ate, they need to be used with an instruc- 
tion book initially to understand which 
buttons go with which dials. 

A special limited edition of 500 of the 
general service watch with a date function 
and mechanical movement (the watch 
rewinds as it is moved on the wrist) is on 
sale for LISO. 



Li p-smacki ng 
lunches are par 
for the courie 

’ ReporkGnhrm’Bound 
Plctuns: Terry Champion 

SEVE BALLESTEROS and his Ryder 
Cup heroes have not yet dropped in for a 
snack at the 1% bole of Tidworth Garri- 
son Golf Club, but if a recent report in 
one of the country’s leading golfing pub- 
lications is anything to go by, the profes- 
sionals may soon be queuing up for a pie 
and a pint there. 

According to Fore magazine, the rela- 
tively little-known dub near Salisbury is 
right up there with Gleneagles, Woburn 
and the Belfry in one respect at least: the 
quality of its food. 

Readers from all over Britain voted for 
their favourite golf dub  restaurant and 
Tidworth emerged as the tenth most pop 
ular; not far behind world famous Gle- 
neagles in seventh position. Woburn, the 
magnificent Buckinghamshire course, 
occupied the number one slot. 

I 0  

M W D  
Tidworth club secretary Lt Col Tommy 

Tucker evidently considered ‘that any 
placing in such a big-name league was an 
honour. “It’s not often that a club of this 
standing gets associated with the top 
clubs of the country,” be said. “We’ve 
always been exceedingly proud of our 
c o w ,  but we didn’t know we were noted 
for our food. This just shows that we are 
giving the members a good package.” 

The colonel is himselfan enthusiast for 
the dub’s food. Asked to name his 
favourite item on the lunch menu, be 
does so with lipsmacking relish: “Cbick- 
en W baguette. Can’t beat it.” 

Restaurant manager W y n  Cunie, 
who, with her husband Doug and eight 
staffruns the restaurant and bar was also 
pleased, if slightly perplexed. “We only 
provide simple food,” she said. “Very 
much what I would do at home, but on a 
much larger scale. Perhaps they like it 
because it’s so fresh. We’re very busy so 
we’re constantly making fresh food. 

There is simply isn’t t ime for it to become 
old and stale.” 

And the most freauentlv-ordered dish? 

.. . . . ,- 

might, after all, have spies about. 
The Tidworth club has an interesting 

military history. It was founded in 1908 
by three locally-based commanding 05- 
cers, each of whom designed and con- 
spucted nvo boles. Since then the course 
has grown to 19 boles, and opened its 

membership to civilians. Now about 60 
per cent are civilian, but there remains a 
strong military influence. Accordins to 
club rules, all Servicemen and women 
living within a 50-mile radius are wel- 
come to join the club . . . and many do. 

And with good reason. According to 

I.& Bunkered.. . but tor Mal John 
Larkham (mm 5 Dfv HQ a warm weIcomo 
beckon6 at tha 19th hob 

Fore, the food is not the only thing that 
represents good value at Tidworth. A 
round of 18 boles costs just E18, com- 
pared with El20 at Wennvorth and E65 
at Gleneagles. You can get a lot of chicken 
tikka baguettes at Tidworth with that sort 
of money. 

1 
“Definitely steak pie,” sAd Mrs Currie. 
“It’s got our special ingredient in it.” She 
did not offer to elaborate . . . Gleneagles 

November 1997 $ObDl#R SOkDlLR November 1997 



tag free for export 
or tax paid return to Britain - 

SCE 
UK MAZDA HOTLINE 

01367241225 
)I write: SCE Ltd PO Box 111 Farinedon Oxon SNI IEW 

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wlde range of 
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Docklands title 
ARMY champion Cpl Des Hutton 
(REME), an instructor at the Royal 
Engineers’ Combat Engineer School 
near Camberley, was the first amateur to 
cross the line at the London triathlon 
staged in Docklands. 

He beat 350 Service entrants and 
more than 3,000 other competitors to 
win the Army race staged in conjunction 
with the main swim-cycle-run event, 
sponsored by SSAFA Forces Help. 

Hurton fmished in lhr 59min, the only 
amateur to beat two hours. Thirty pro- 
fessional triathletes also took part under 
slightly different rules. 

“The professionals were able to use 
the slipstream from the cyclist in front, 
but we had to stay at least 10m behind 
the nearest bike,” he said. 

He will be representing Great Britain 
in the 25-29 age group at the world 
triathlon championships to be staged in 
Perth, Australia this month. 

Hutton received the SSAFA Forces 
Help Wilkinson Sword for his victory in 
London. Runner-up was Sgt Russell 
Clash, an APTC insnuctor serving with 
the Carterick-based Highlanders. 

Four Wattisham soldiers - Capt Peter 
Pain, WO Ray Robinson, SSgt Dave 
Bosher and Cpl Mal Little - teamed up 
in Docklands to win the Army triathlon 
unit title for 7 Battalion REME based at 
Wattisham. 

Robinson and Little were subsequent- 
ly selected for the Army team which was 
competing in the Inter-Service triathlon 
championships in Dorset. 

0 A six-man team from the 3rd Battal- 
ion, The Parachute Regiment, currently 
stationed in Belfast, were fourth in the 
Army championships in Docklands. Only 
one of the six had competed in a 
triathlon before and team captain Lt 
Simon Fawcett believes that with more 
experience, 3 Para can win the team event. 

0 Also qualified for the British team to 
compete in Australia are Rheindahlen- 
based husband and wife team WO1 Gary 
Kilsby (APTC, UKSC(G)) and S S g t  
Janine Kilsby (16 Signal Regiment), who 
will be making their international 
debuts. They will be joined by Lt 
Richard Brady, currently serving in 21 
Brigade Support Squadron RLC, part of 
4 General Support Regiment based at 
Dalton Barracks, Abingdon, and LCpl 
Ian Shankland (R Irish). 

Brady, who represented GB at the 
same event a year ago in the USA, has 
deployed to Bosnia with his regiment 
and is attempting to keep up his fitness at 
his base in Kupres. 

Training has been a problem for him 
this year because of exercise and opera- 
tional commitments, so his Perth selec- 
tion came as an unexpected surprise. 

Bisley hosts CB’s last handgun match 
THE LAST top-level centre fire target 
pistol matches in Great Britain were shot 
at Bisley a few days before new laws on 
ownership of handguns came into effect. 

The Royal Air Force won both centre 
fire and standard pistol events in the 
Inter-Services matches, with the Army 
second and the Royal Navy third. That 
evening there was a dinner to mark the 

end of an era in Services shooting. All 
three Services and the GB team were 
present and the following day fired their 
annual match for the last time. 

The national team won a close contest, 
beating Combined Services, led by CPO 
John Crawford of the Royal Navy, by ten 
points in centre fire and 22 points in 
standard pistol. 

QDC rugby tour 
SENNELAGER-based 1st The Queen’s 
Dragoon Guards won three of their five- 
match, two-week rugby tour of Cardiff, 
despite the absence of key players on 
exercise in Cyprus and Poland. The 
QDG beat Cardiff Saracens 17-15, 
Llamishen 21-12 and Hereford 10-0, 
and lost to University of Wales OTC 42- 
12 andCarmarthenAthletic21-12. The 
tour was sponsored by Vauxhall Motors 
and funded by the Army Sports Lottery 
and 1 Armd Div. Eight of the squad 
toured Fiji and New Zealand with 
British Army (Germany). 

Football 
A STRONG Prison Service side halted 
the Army’s flying start to the football 
season, winning their annual fixture 4-1, 
Pte Derek Rhoddan scored a consola- 
tion goal in the last minute of the game, 
which was played at Rugby. 

Target shooting 
WO1 Gordon Lumsden (RS) finished as 
all-round individual champion at the 
Army clay target shooting champi- 
onships held at the Southern Counties 
shooting ground. WO2 Darryl White 
(LI) was second, S S g t  Tony Masters 
(RA) third and Sgt Simon Arbuckle 
(RMP) fourth. 

Judo champions 
WINNERS of the Army novice team 
judo championships were 5 Regiment 
AAC, with 11 Signal Regiment the 
runners up and 42 Svy Engr Group and 
SEME Bordon tied in third place, 

Akrotiri tens 
AN Army Under-2 1 side won the AkroLiri 
rugby tens festival, beating RAF Strike 
Command 14-0 in a superb final. The 
plate trophy was won by RAF St Athan. 
Spr Terry Richards (Army U-21s) was 
voted players’ player of the festival. 

Smallbore rifle 
MAJ Peter Underhill (D and D) easily 
won another Army smallbore target rifle 
title at Ash ranges near Aldershot. 
Second in a championship which 
attracted only six entries was Maj 
Alistair Aitken (SASC). 

Swimming record 
OFFICER Cadet Chantal Guillot, 
Aberdeen University Officers’ Training 
Corps, set a new Army record in the 
100111 butterfly and was awarded Army 
and Combined Services’ colours. 
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iind the Story be 

I story of 
ALTHOUGH bruises from 
the highly successful British 
Army (Germany) rugby 
tour to New Zealand and 
Fiji have long healed, there 
was no immediate rest for 
the man who covered the 
tour for SSVC TV and 
BFBS radio. 

Gerd Medoch, BFG 
Media ops cameraman Gerd hledoch and Lt Col (Ratd) Blll BUM, WCraSry of 
for 35 years, spent Bfitm Amy (@many) rugby. P P ~  to post radio aM 

TV tape3 of the New Zeeland and Fiji tour piaR: pim BFG 

recorders . . . and a scalpel. And he reck- 
oned 75 per cent of them would be 
broadcast. 

He also reckons he was so busy filming 
and getting interviews that he didn’t have 
time to get his feet wet in the South Pacif- 

than 40 hours putting 
together six 20-minute tapes of the tour. 
He also edited 18 short tapes for regional 
television stations in the UK. 

A “sound” man of the old school, he 
lifted 35 sound interviews for British 
radio stations from the video tapes via his 
own system of plugs, wires, tape ic during the ground-breaking tour. 

nAmm-mnmm 
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Sal Lou Hawklns trom HQ Land Command was one of 
many wldlarswho twk  part, along wlth more than 58,ooO 
other competltors. In Europe’s blggest athletlc event, the 
Great North Run. She trained hard for the raw and got 
~ l tsponwredtora l~aabout f140foraschwi  In 
Kenya. She plans to run in next year’s London Marathon. 

Jenny on martial mission 
CPL Jenny France (rlght), based in Northern Inland wim 2 
Regiment RMP, is off to Hong Kong to compete for Great 
Britein in the tae Won do world champlonshlps. Britain’s top 
mlddlewelght, she Is hoping to improve on her suewss In the 
World Cup In Cairo, when she reached the quarter-finals, and 
the bronze medal she won at an international tournament in 
Belglum earlier thle year. 

France has gone down 8 weight and feels fittar for I t  Now 
her sights are set on the Olympic Games in Sydney. In 1996 
s h e  was the Comblned Servlcer Sportswoman of the Year. F 11 

Watu way to go: Lt Col Pat Callan, the drlvlng 

“9R MOST of us, water-skiing is one of 
,se sangria-induced and undignified 
ach-holidav exoeriences. about which 

the best thatcan be said is-that it seemed 
like a good idea at the time, writes 
Graham Bound. 

There is, however, a small but growing 
group of water-skiing soldiers who say that 
it does not have to be that way. They are 
hoping that their enthusiasm for the sport 
will soon lead to it becoming the latest 
Army-subsidised sport. 

Nineteen keen skiers met at the Nation- 
al Water Sports Centre near Nottingham 
during September for five intensive days of 
training and competition. Despite autumn 
weather, which was often wet and cool, the 
soldiers of all ranks trained and competed 
in slalom, jump and trick events. 

For Lt Col Pat Callan, the leading force 
behind the Army’s embryonic Water 
Skiing Association, it was the second such 
annual meeting and evidence of growing 
interest in the sport. 
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I benlnd Army water-skiing, makes his mark on the slalom couree at the Nalional Water Sport Centre near Nottlnghem 

An experienced competi- With a second successful cost several hundred pounds a year> with 
tor himself, Lt Col Callan annual training camp and each tow behind one of the high-powered 
was pleased at the enthusi- competition behind him, speed boats costing up to 432. Consider- 
asm and skill shown by the less experi- 
enced skiers. “Some of the guys had 
minimal experience before this week,” he 
explained with evident amazement. “But 
now they are all doing tricks and some are 
even jumping.” 

One such newcomer to the airborne 
variety of the sport was Lt Simon Barry, 
one of nine members of The Royal Irish 
Regiment who were enjoying the wet 
week. 

“I only came here to do the slalom:’ 
explained the exhilarated soldier. “But I 
did my first jump on Monday, and I’m 
hooked. It’s fantastic.” 

t Col Pat Callan, on 0171 2182182. Or 
write to him at Room 7258, MOD Main 
Building, London, SWlA 2HB. 
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Callan now hopes that he and his fellow 
enthusiasts will be able to prove to the 
Army Sport Control Board that water 
skiing merits the prestige status of an offi- 
cial Army sport, and - more importantly - 
the financial assistance that the sportsmen 
and women need if they are to become 
skilled enough to compete against the 
other Services and civilian clubs. 

The ASCB has already shown some 
support by granting the club several hun- 
dred pounds to purchase equipment. But 
it wants to see evidence of substantial 
interest in water skiing before giving the 
sport offiaal status. 

The sport is not cheap. Although Army 
skiers are already enjoying somewhat 
reduced costs thanks to sponsorship from 
the optical and electronics company 
Canon, members of civilian clubs can face 
wallet-draining costs. Membership can 

ing that a run can end in a large splash and 
damaged pride within seconds, the 
pounds may not go far. 

Simon Barry has some simple advice for 
those whose introduction to water-skiing 
left them coughing, spluttering and 
humiliated. “Don’t be put off by a bad 
holiday experience:’ he said. “We may not 
have the sun here, but with the good 
tuition we offer, newcomers come along in 
leaps and bounds.” 

Championshlp results 
LT Gavin Whitehead carried off the overall 

champion’s award, thanks to a commanding 
performance in the advanced slalom and jump 
events. Other winners included Lt Simon 
Barty, who performed well in the novice jump 
and slalom, and Capt Andy Broad, who won 
the novice trick event. Cpl Danny Watson won 
the expert trick prize while LCpl Winky Moore 
was awarded the most improved skier prize. 
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Paddlers on course for Britain 
THE Army sprint and marathon canoe 
and kayak racing team rounded off a 
superb year of competition with 
resounding wins at the Inter-Services. 

SSgt Jim Ross (RE ATW) and Maj 
Duncan Capps (RLC, H Q  Land) again 
achieved international status, with Ross 
having a particularly successful year rep- 
resenting Great Britain at World Cup 
marathon events in Belgium and Poland. 

In Belgium he and his partner were 
second in a thrilling sprint finish, while 
he also paddled strongly in Poland to 
finish fifth. Ross also represented GB in 
K2 at the European Championships in 
Pravia, Italy, and individually in the K1 
in the Netherlands. 

Capps competed in K2 in Portugal, 
finishing fifth, and was fourth in KI at 
the international Tour de Gudena 
marathon in Denmark. This 80-mile 
long course over the inland lakes and 
twisting rivers of eastern Denmark was 
held over two days of gale-force winds. 

The Inter-Services were held at Not- 
tingham with a 12-mile marathon on the 
Trent and the sprints run concurrently 
with a civilian regatta on the Holme Pier- 
repoint course at the national water- 
sports centre. 

Ross teamed up with Lt &chard 
Walker (36 Engr Regt) to win the 
marathon ahead of second-placed Capps 
and Sgt Andy Dunne U S M T C O ) .  In 

SSgt Jim Ross and Maj Duncan Capps, winning fo 

the KI, LCpl Brendon Reese (24 Air- 
mobile Brigade CSS Battalion) managed 
to outsprint Pte Herbert (2 Para) at the 
finish to make it an Army double. SSgt 
Chris Uoyd (3(UK) Div H Q  and Sig 
Regt) and WO1 Martin Garrett (HQ 4 
Div) were fifth and sixth. 

Former junior international Lt Sue 
Fowler (RHQ RAMC) won the women’s 
KI, and Lt Clare Hanlin (38 Engr Regt) 
and LCpl Julie Portlock (16 Sig Regt) 
and Sig Nicola Burnip ( I  ADSR) and Lt 

Annabel Taylor (Sch of Sigs) took first 
and second in the K2. 

Army paddlers won all the singles and 
doubles titles, Capps beating Ross to the 
line in the K1 500m, and Capps and 
Herbert winning the K2 500m and Ikm 
with Ross and Reese second. Reese also 
took an outstanding victory in the K1 
200m. 

Fowler made a clean sweep of the 
women’s KI and, with Hanlin, the K2 
200m and 500111 events. 

Beast of Dartmoor Leader of the *pack wins HiRhland race 
WO2 Sham Skinner (RLC) 
proved he is the leader of 
the pack when it comes to 
military motor-cycling by 
producing an outstanding 
performance at the Army 
championships at Thetford, 
writes Simon Smith. 

He won the coveted 
Norton Trophy for the best 
overall rider and, with Capt 
Gwynn Barraclough and 
Pte Gavin Hogben, collect- 
ed the Gort Trophy for the 
best overall team. 

Despite being a veteran of 15 Army 
championships, this was Skinner’s first 
taste of outright success. “I have collected 
many runners-up prizes along the way in 
these championships,” he said, “but this 
was the first time I’ve won the best overall 
trophy. It’s a great feeling.” 
T h e  two-day championships attracted 

. .._.. ..__ - 
I 

more than 100 competi- 
tors from units in the UK. 
Teams from Sweden, the 
Netherlands and Germany 
added an international 
flavour. 

On the first day the 
navigation skills of riders 
was tested on a demanding 
100-mile course, followed 
on day two by an 
endurance and speed cir- 
cuit. The task of staging 
the event fell to last year’s 
winners, the CSS Battalion 

attached to Colchester-based 24 Airmo- 
bile Brigade. 

Capt Mike Tizard, one of the organis- 
ers, said “All the riders completed day 
one, which was a fine achievement. The 
weather was good on both days, there 
were no major injuries and the overall 
standard of riding was very high.” 

..”_.. 
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BDR Brian Davidson, 
from Plymouth-based 
29 Commando Regi- 
ment RA, won the 
annual West Highland 
Way race, a gruelling 
95-mile run from Mil- 
ngavie, Glasgow to 
Fort William, for the 
third time. 

“Beastie” Davidson was one of only 26 
out of 42 startirrs to make it to the end of 
the race, which starts at Milngavie at 
3am. Five minutes under 18 hours later 
he crossed the winning line in a personal 
best time, Having won the race in 1993 
and 1994, he was denied his hat trick by 
David Wallace, from Balerno, who fin- 
ished second in the 1997 race after him- 
self winning the previous two. 

Davidson’s winning time was only the 
eighth to beat the 18-hour mark in the 
14-year history of the event. 
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Channel victory 
tops record season 
A NECK-AND-NECK heavy-weather 
race across the Channel to Cherbourg in 
September clinched the Class 2 champi- 
onships for the Army Sailing Association’s 
yacht Redcoat III. 

So the Sigma 38, which has been 
achieving excellent results, has now 
topped the bill at national level. 

Col David Glyn-Owen, Rear Com- 
modore (Offshore), said “For three years 
we have been campaigning Redcoat III, the 
Army’s own racing yacht, with increasing 
success each season. 

“This ‘first’ is a significant victory, 
racing on a points system in a large group 
of some 270 other yachts who registered 
to enter the Class 2 competition during 
the year. The success is due to the dedi- 
cated and enthusiastic Army skippers, 
crew bosses and crews who have prepared 
and raced our yacht most weekends of the 
season with skill and determination.” 

Redcoat has also won the Best Service 
Yacht award from the Royal Ocean Racing 
Club for the third year in succession, 
believed to he a record. 

Based at the ASA Nuffield Marina at 
Gosport, Hampshire, Redcoat III is owned 
hy the association and financed entirely 
from charter income and other non-public 
sources. Contributions have also been 
gratefully received from Peugeot Export 
and the Berlin Infantry Brigade Memorial 
Trust Fund. 

Maj Ben Archer RA, Army offshore 
team captain and several times Redcoat 

Army Boxing Association referees and judges 

1 Redcoat /I,, the Army Sail- 
ing Association’s Sigma 38 
class yacht, leads an 
inshore around-the-buoys 
race in the Solent ’ 1 

thelr England jackets. Behind the mirror are 
(from la) Cap1 Mal Shaw (APTC), Lt Col David 
Richardson (Kings), who is on theexecutive 
board of ABA England Lid, and WO1 (SMI) Jack 
Goodwin; reflected are WO2 Tony Reid, the 
Army boxing referees’ secretary and an AiBA 
worldqualified referee, SSgt (SSI) Bob Price 
and SSgt Stephen Vaughan-Atkins (AGC). 

Army boxing has produced some of Britain’s 
best amateurs over the years and has recently 
been concentrating on qualifying its senior offi- 
cials at national and international level. 

The men in the photograph have all passed 
written and practical examinations to join the 
England ABA major panel of referees and 
judges, with SSgt Price going on to sit the 
European ABA exam for referees and judges. 

-4 
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skipper, has achieved a notable ambition: 
in addition to points-earning offshore 
races, he has been a winner in the Scottish 
Island Peaks Race and last year in the 
Sigma class in the Round Ireland Race. 

Crews have been drawn from commit- 
ted and mostly experienced officers, 
NCOs and soldiers. This season, 46 prin- 
cipal crew contributed to Redcoat’s suc- 
cesses. Maj Andy Bristow, a Royal Signals 
officer serving in the MOD and a Whit- 
bread Race veteran, clinched several 
keynote races during the season, skipper- 
ing Redcoat at the upper limits of her per- 
formance potential. 

His wife, Maj Fiona Grundy, serving 
with the AG Corps (SPS) at DRA Shoe- 
buryness, both crewed in and helped 
administer the yacht for several races. 

In the hands of SSgt Paul Andersen 
RLC, also a highly experienced ex-Whit- 
bread Race crewman, an RLC crew 

Picture: Mike Peidng 

cleaned up many of the 
prizes in the Universal 500 
race in August, sailing and 
running down to the West 
Country, to Alderney and 
then the Isle of Wight. 

The previous month, 
as part of a three-boat 
Army team against the RN 
and RAF, she won her 
class in the Tri-Service 
Offshore Regatta, skip- 
pered by highly-experi- 
enced former Army 
offshore team captain Maj 
Nick Bate. 

In an unprecedented 
year of success offshore, 
the Fastnet Race perfor- 
mance of Redcoat and 
other Army-crewed yachts 
was exceptional. Two 

Army-crewed Sigma 38s were first and 
second of that class and the Inter-Regi- 
mental Cup and Culdrose Trophy were 
also won by Army teams. 

Redcoat will continue to race in the 
winter programme in the Solent until 
December, coming out of the water for a 
three-month break before starting the 
1998 season in March. 

Any interested officer, NCO or soldier 
may apply to join to race (those with pre- 
vious dinghy racing experience are partic- 
ularly welcome) and are advised to join 
the Army Sailing Association or contact 
their unit sailing officer. 

Those who relish the challenge of a long 
offshore race should consider applying to 
join the Army-entered Nicholson 55 for 
the RORC Transglobe Race 1998-99, 
which takes contestants around the 
middle of the world in nine separate legs. 
Details are in DCIOS) 9/97. 

’.<!? ... 
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book on aitltudes to  death in the 20th century 
seeks Sewicemen and women, past and pre- 
sent, to intewiew. They may have experience 
of losing a comrade, of fear of death under fire, 
or of giving medical help to the dying. Sewing 
personnel who wish to take part should obtain 
permission from COS. Contact Michael Water- 
house on 01892 521373 Or fax 01892 541399 
or E-mail boundesB netcomuk.co.uk. 

Can anyone identify the group above, or 
any of the lndlvlduala, believed to have 
been photographed In Halfa in May 1945? 
Replles to Adrlan Smlth, 1 Hillymead, 
Seaton, Devon EX12 ZLF, who seeks infor- 
mation about his grandfather, Lt Wlliiam 
Pye RE (believed to have served with 153 
Railway Operatlng Company RE), and who 
is standing on the tar left of the group. 

MrsE Duddnoge ex-ATS 1942-45 seekscom- 
rades who took pan n a Salute the Soldier 
exhibition w h m  tourea lne UK n 1943-44 
Replies to her at 47 Danes Roaa, K ngs End, 
Bicester, Oxon OX6 SLN (le1 01869 240456) 

I Ram who lives in ALstra la. seeu anyone 
nho rememoers h s ate father-.n-law John 
StUaR “Jock  Anderson de was a POW n 
Stalag 88 E351 Sewed - - 

Ronald van Grinsven. Hear en Beekstraat 36, 
5242 ad Rosmalen, Holland, seeks news of 
British soldiers who were in the s-’Hartogen- 
booeh area in 1944: Williem Swlndell from 
Dunstable, Arthur Slade (London SE5). Albert 
Deal (Mitcham), H Tyrer (Waliasey), Sldney 
Prldmore RA (Nottingham), Robert 
Wolfendale RA (Morecambe), Henry Clarke 
(London SWII), Ronald Brooks (Blackpool). 

2 7 t h ~  Bartallon. ALS- Cnannel 4 prodxers 
traltan Army. missing n making a documentary 
action n Crete. 1941. utsh to Soeak to Ser- 

~ ~ ~~~~ ~ -~ 
and reponed POW .me 4 m e  personnel who 
1942. Reples CO A M yave suffereo n.gnt- 
Smith, 57 horwich nares associatea with 
C,ose. Lichfied. Staffs uarlkne experiences 
WS137SJ. Call0171 9155487. 

Author of one published 164 Railway Operat- 
milary niston/ [By God ing Company RE 
Thev Can Fiohrlr now 11939461 L R Swm- 

~ I ~~ 

working on history of Territorial Army 1919- 
1939 wishes to hear from anyone who joined 
up before conscription in April 1939. Contact 
Capt A P Caddick-Adams. Hurcott Manor Cot- 
tage, Hurcott Hall Farm, Hurcott, nr Kiddemin- 
ster, Worcs DYlO 3PH (telOl562 863235). 

Alex Mykytka wishes to contact members and 
former members of CAD Klneton RPL RAOC 
1989.92. Replies ,to 38 Davidson Avenue, 
Leamington Spa CU31 1 LT. 

Colonels: J D Lacey - To Dep Comm HQ 
Colchester Garrison. Sept 29; R K Williams - 
To HQ LANDCENT. Oct 1; D M H Wright - To 
UNiCOM team, Sepl29. 

Lt Cols: J D Bleasdale RA - To SHAPE, Dec 
IO;NRPlowrightRLC-ToHQUKSC(G),Feb9. 

Retirements 
Major General: A R D Pringle, late RGJ, 

COS to Chief of Joint Operations, Oct. 
COlOnelS: J G Aldous, late RRF, Oct 3; J S 

Doody, late R Sigs, Sept 30; A J Hamilton, late 
RAMC, Sept 30; D E  Smith, late RAPC, Sept 30. 

, . . . . . . , - . . -. . .. 
oa e 16 Yew Tree Crescent, Stapenh 11. Burlon- 
on-Trent DE15 9QL le1 01283 538322) seem 
news of Frank Shepherd, Jock Lythgoe, 
William Knutt, Cpls Furmor and Tvreil and 
others from MT Section 

Peter Brimacombe is anxious to trace British 
soldiers Cpl Smith UDF, Gdsm Jones, Coldm 
Gds, and Cpl Gomersall, who were with his 
late father, LCpl Harold Barker Brlmacombe 
of Kerang, Victoria, Australia in northern Italy 
during the Second World War. Replies to PO 
Box 68. Kerang 3579, Victorla, Australia. 

Karin MatthBe, Biokstraat 5, 2440 Geel, Bel- 
gium Seeks news of her father, Wllllam (8111) 
Robblns, who in 1967 was on detachment in 
Olen, near Herentals, Belgium from Dussel- 
dolf-based 3 BAOR Map Depot. 

Researcher in USA is attempting to trace the 
military career of Michael Mulhare of County 
Cork, who joined the Brittish Army in about 
1870. He may have held the rank of major and, 
following his retirement in 1900, married Mary 
Canary before emigrating and settling in New 
York. Replies d o  Brian Jeweil. The War Room, 
30 Park Parade, Harrogate HG1 5AG. 
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Two years k40.00 P ! 

I 
OVERSEAS Oneyear k32.20 0 

Twoyears k60.00 0 
C%EASE USE BLOCK CAPITAIS) 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

POSTCODE: T E L  Nov 97 

SOLDIIR November 1997 



111 Haveyoubeen 1 
11 framed by W I U ?  

Or maybe someone you know has 
appeared among our glossy pages? 

Have you been 
framed by W I U ?  

Or maybe someone you know has 
appeared among our glossy pages? 

We offer a quality reprint 
service. If you have been 
captured on camera by one 
of our photographers then 
why not buy a reprint? 

J"x5" €5.60 B"x6" E750 IZ"x8'  E12 
Digita prints up to A4 size €7 

. Other sizes available on request 
(All p r h s  include VAT and plp) 

llm Photographic Department SOLDIER Ordnance R o d ,  
Alderrhat, Hanb Gull 2DU. 

AI Rl@&S MMSM t0: 

Tel: 01252 34nsi Fax: 01252 347358 

Win 2 Knnk 
The last of the old wars and the 
fxst of the modern ones, the 
Crimean was a war of innovation 
-the fmt to use the telegraph and 
purpose-built railways, the first to 
which war cotrespondents were 
assigned and the frst to be 
photographed. This lavishly 
illustrated story, The Crimean 
War by Paul Km, is told by 
letters and diaries, and paintings 
of those who were actually there. 

This book is published in conjunction with the major new 
Channel 4 series and can be YOUR3 in time for Christmas. 

Five lucky winners will receive a copy of The Crimean War. 
Just answer the question below. 

During which years was 
the Crimean War fought? 

Send answers on a postcard to: Boxtree Competition, 
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants Gul l  

2DU. Closing date: December 5,1997 
l'he winners will he the first five correct entries drawn. The 

Managing Editor's decision will he final and no 
correspondence will  be entered into. 

e A memorable Christmas Gift I 

II r- 

Impressions of 
Hong Kang 
byAnne Came 

November 1997 SOLDIIR 



World of wheels 

THE PERT and chic Corsa has been th( 
style-leader in the small car, sector fo 
some years and now the revised model: 
r6le is to keep Vauxhall ahead of its rivals 
for credibility and buyers’ favour, writes 
Syd Taylor. 

What’s clear straightaway is that even 
though the design is not new the Corsa 
looks a whole lot more stylish than most 
competitors with their outdated or outra- 
geous shapes. The Corsa looks alert, agile 
and stable and the neat uncluttered 
design is one of the most appealing - it 
oozes character. Modem and distinctive, 
it evokes affection in most people’s eyes. 

Always under pressure from quality- 
conscious consumers, manufacturers 
have made great strides in the design and 
solidity of their cars and Vauxhall is cer- 
tainly at the forefront. Strong on quality 
of materials and solidity of construction, 
the Corsa exudes an air of mature sophis- 
tication with unbreakable “last-forever” 
integrity that is not normally found in this 
sector - its level of finish is above the class 
average. 

Inside the three-door LS model tested - 
which costs E9,255 on-the-road with the 
new three cylinder 12-valve engine - the 
predominantly grey and black interior is 
understated and offers good design har- 
mony. There’s plenty of legroom and 
headroom for driver and passengers and 
it is a comfortable four-seater or a five- 
seater at a squeeze. The luggage area is 
quite generous too - although there’s a 
high load-lip to negotiate. The rear seat 
hacks split 60/40 and fold down to give 
lots of exan space when needed. 

WRDY FEEL, 

I 

Vauxhall Corsa LS 3door 1.01 12v 

bumpers to enhance the exrernal appear- 
ance. For safety there are twin side- 
impact door bars, a front body-lock 
seatbelt pretensioner system and anti- 
submarining ramps in all seats. 

The moment you climh into the Corsa 
it feels right. The driving position suits 
virtually everyone and the supportive 
high-backed seat is firm and welcoming. 
You enjoy a position which puts you in a 
good relationship with instruments and 
controls. 

FUEL ECONOMY 
A new generation in power is the big 

news with the latest Corsa and the 1.0 
litre three cylinder 12v Ecotec unit is par- 
ticularly compact and light. It enables this 
model to deliver the hest fuel economy of 
any petrol-engined supermini, achieving 
nearly 49 mpg in the new combined fuel 
cycle. It’s more powerful than the 1.2 litre 
four-cylinder engine and in nearly all 

there’s enough torque to cope with most 
overtaking situations so that you don’t 
have to frantically change down through 
the gears -which is just as well. Although 
better than previous Corsa gearboxes it 
lacks that slick precision of some rivals. 
Nevertheless it’s still more than accept- 
able. 

High-speed cruising is a fairly relaxed 
affair with no intrusion from wind, road, 
or general mechanical noise. Driver and 
passengers are well insulated from any 
disturbance, even when travelling rapidly 
over rough surfaces. On motorways you 
can sustain high speeds easily and at 70 
mph there’s plenty in hand to take you 
nonchalantly up steep inclines or to pro- 
vide brisk acceleration if needed. 

COMPOSED 
With substantial input from Lotus, the 

revised Corsa certainly displays much 
improved chassis dynamics. Steering is 

. .  ideally weighted, gwing precisely the 

any rival in the solidity stakes. It appears pets, the weight saved adds to the enginjs the hde is composed and compliant over 
to have all the qualities to withstand hard efficiency, making for a particularly challenging surfaces and overall the 
use - not a rattle or squeak developed smooth and refined unit which is free- changes make for better ride and han- 

e 



ENGRAVING 
Service Available 

NEE ExclurivE HAND CUT 
It an ad mlaleada, we're here to stamp It out. 

Adreniriny Slm& Aulhorily Our unbeatable 11 MESS DRESS 9 
LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TlME 

hARGRmkS 
P R O M O T I  
WAY AHEAD FOR 

Tnhlgar Square C d k h r s  Ceobe 
7 Whitmrnb S W  I Inndon WCZH 7HA 

~ ...... ~~ . 
Tel: 0171-930 1979 
Fax: 0171-930 1152 r 

HEAVYWEIGH 
EMBROIDEREI 
OLIVE T-SHIRT T-shirts. Sweatshirts, 

Polos. Rugby Shirts. 
Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 
Baseball Hats, Ties, I Embroidsred Badaes 

namm v - 
B Jumpers, Penngnts, 
Mugs, Spons Bags a Holdalls, I JOarrradC Suns a Shell Suits. I MBROIDERED 

WEATSHIRTS 

)NLY f9.6-41 

PLAIN COLOUR 
TRAINING TOPS 

I 12 Avenue Industrial Estate 
Justin Road, LOndon E4 85U I Teleohane 0181.523 3283 

GOLD WIRE BADGE COMP/ 

SHIPS. 
SQUADRONS 

C l u b  & reunlon assodamns. 
Blazabuuons, medals. rlbbmls. etc. 

?AE appreciated. 
?he Herddlc Co. (OB) Dcpt S. 

Ovcrbrlar, Beechwell h e .  Edge 
End. Coleford. Glos GL16 7HA 

Tel/fas 01% 852200 ( h / l O P m )  

GENERAL SERVlCE CROSS 
L O S T Y O U R  

MEDALS? ? 
Wecanreplace Q 

3 thernNOW! 2 

8 
' 1WHllll 8 MEDALS 
m ~ u ~ ~ s m a ~ n i a ~ r e s  

Mounhng serviu, 8 Ribbans m S A E  (Or Replacement List 8 
~ ~ a 1 7 s 2 m m 2  FAX mn23 

T o I D H u l  NEWTONFERRERS e 
PLWWTH DEVON PuI lDH 

llBKOlDERED LEISUREWEAR & B A D G E S  L 
JS PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS 

BRlTlSH ARMY OF THE RHlNE 
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FIGURINE, W W  PIAQUE, M I L K ,  BOOKS, 

RM MUSIC &VIDEO$ CLOTHING 

A wide range of gips 
to grace any h e  

#k 
excfuswe~ from 
The bye4 Marines Museum, 
southwa, Hampshire. 

ROYAL 
IARINES 

Full Mail Order Service 

...... -..,"..-,-b,.-- ." .-- 
I I SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR 

JENKINS KNITWEAR 1 
5 Vernon Place Northern Court 
Barford Nottingham NG6 0 I Tel or  Fax 01 15 927 AA69 

JOHN BULL 
wl~ltary ciotning for ths 

Professional 
PRICE-QUALITY-ASSURANCE 

PRI CONTRACT PRICE LIST 
AVAIUBLE ON REQUEST 

Y a d . 1 0 . 0 0 . ~  

aninat 
17 Himyard Row. Canenck Garrison 

(NrMhimy I b q W )  
01748893614 
AccarsNisataken 

8 P . d . l h d . n T a m  

PHOENIX WORLD 
A full range of pewter and "cold 
cast bronze" figurines, car grill 
badges and tankards to suit your 
needs. 
COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED. 

"Cold cast bronze" 
Send crossed ChequeiP 0 wnh order or S A E 
for Brochure 
PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS 
437 valfey Drwe Gravesend. Ken1 DA 12 5UE 
Tel Gravesend(O1474J 36551 1 
Fsx (01474) 537i66 

CREDIT CARD FORM 
Pleass uss lhis form to pay for Soldier Magsrim goods only 

please deblt my ............................................................................Oard 
My order is attached for ........................................................................ 
Cardholder's Name: .............................................................................. 
cerdholdezs Address: .......................................................................... 

~~~~~ 

............................................................................ Tal: .............................. 

Cardholders Signature Amount 

U 
Kit Bag and 

Calendar order form 

~ ~ _ _ _ _ _  ~- 

- Postcode: 
elephone no: 
enclose a cheque (sterling onlr) /postal order for T 

Please make chequedP0s payable to "SOLDIER" and allow 28 
ays for delivery. Orders should be returned to: Soldier Magazine, 
lrdnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. Tel: 01252 347353 
To pay by credit please U- the form et the bottom of thls page 
Rem ! P '  rice I N 0. I T otal I 
Leather Conference Folder 
TraveVDesk clock 
Boxed Pen & Pencil Set 
Engraved Paperweight 
SOLDIER Shield 
Binder 
Mouse-Mat 
Metal Key Ring 

M u g  
Postcard Set 
Tin of Travel Sweets 
SOLDIER Teddy 
Reprint of First SOLDIER 
Badge 
Cannon Pencil Sharpener 
Pencil Case 
Magic Pen 
Ruler 
__ Pencil ~ 

Eraser ~~ 

Bookmark 
Red SOLDIER Coaster 
Calendar 
\I1 prices include VAT postage ill 
UK BFPO) Overseas prices on 

__ 

I O W I R  November 1997 



Advertising 

CARHULLS'SELECED GlFK3TO 
SATISW EVERY OCCASION 

SPECIAL AITENI I0 .V  TO THE 
PP.ESF.NTAnON OFEVERY ClFl 

MSCRING PLEASURE AND 
DtLlGHTTU AL!. YOLX FAUILY 

THEpEppECCGaT 
E U L  FARM, GT DuMlAM 
KINGS LYNNNOIIFOLZ 

PE32 ZLP, UK 
nAx: 4 1760 755654 

emr0:gifk@bintlmrtrom 

....................... 
.......................................... 

................................................. 

Ties & Key Fobs 
Smdm rfmpriceluf 
D I Parkinson (9 I lshb h'wes Road, Bnghto; 
Sussex BN2 3LD 

Tel: 01273 686877 (am.  onl ) 

CALLFREE 0500 618053 

MICHAEL JAl 

THE GURKHA 
- 

Own a high qwuity warn 111 penta t ion  box, 
incorporating the 

Royal Gurkha Rifles' logo 

Send Cheque/PO payable to Central Bank 1 RGR to. 
PIU 1 RGR, Queen Elizabeth Barracks, 

Church Crookham, Fleet, Hants GU13 ORJ U TelOlZ52 355 115 Fax 01252 355 149 

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery 
to a0 address in the U.K. or N. Ireland 

Order early for  Christmas 
ARE TIE MANUFACTURERS AND CAN SUPPLY 
YOUR EXISTING TIE OR DESIGN YOU A NEW 

ONE. PLEASE SEND US A PICTURE OF YOUR 
CREST, CYPHER OR MOTIF, WE WILL POST A 

FREE COLOURED VISUAL WITH A QUOTATION. 
Over 300 individual Regimental Designs 

held in stock. 

I Use this adverf as an order form 

I 0 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM.SURREY.RH13EA. 
TEL:01737 645113 FAX:01737 645892 
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EMBROIDERED 
PowmBADcEs 

SwFAlER, SwfAmURTs 

Mike Lapworlh, (S) 26 Southdown Road, Bristol BS9 3NL 
Tnde moviricP w e l m e .  

ERAlME YOUR 
OWNMEDALS 

me pin using our medal i m i n g  kit. Takes minutes to 
. Remove and replace your medals quickly, 5 sizes 
For 1 to 5 medals OFF the Pin - €13.95 - E17.H) - 
m.00 and PISO mpdvdy. For medak ON me pin 

me viewing wMhs am: 5Smm.- 105mm, 15Smm - 205mm and 240mm respecfively. 
Order the conesponding sue to flt your medals. PIW inc. pap BFPO and UK add 
€1 for o w m .  Auentfon PRI Uanngan - Contact us iar trndn discount 
PnrmWlon OM Cheques of poaai orders to: MFK, 5 SI Chada Crescent. Middle 
Herrington, Sunderiand SR3 3TR. Tewax: 0191 520 1003. 

4RE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE 
DR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU 
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT 
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH 
p'R&EwM FOR ALL lXAT OFF-DUTY 
LOST ON SH(NING LEATflER IS HERE 

LFAniER WSIRE I.. space *p cwmuls that 

TIME , , / E E  glm p'w Ie.tbrr a p m a m t h i g h  g l u  tinisb. 
Ym for a we& monlh w Y-, but fw the I!& 

.................................................................. T a W c W d u r  Name 

Addrr.l .............................................................. p&p-Prm ........... 
............ 

........................................................................... TOT*LENCLOSED ............ 
.w N a  DISCOUNT AVAL4BL.E ON M G E R  ORDER 

THE FINEST INTERNATIONAL I CONCESSION PURCHASE PLAN 
pq r' 0 Big savings from SCE concession 

0 Tax Free for export 

UK Tax Paid at concession price for 
qualifying personnel 

Fast, efficient mail-order system 
0 Expert advice: no Hard-Sell 

' 0  Testdrive 
0 Personal price quotation by return 

mail or fax 

prices 
0 Flexible finance tailored to suit you 

(subject to status) including Optional 
Purchase Scheme with Guaranteed 
Future Value 

Delivery to your chosen point in the UK 
or shipped overseas 

Most makes with 3yr/60,000 m. warranty 
&European cover at no extra charge 

0 

0 

BEST UK VALUE FOR YOUR 
USED VEHICLE AGREED IN 
ADVANCE - DEAL DIRECT 
WITH SCE UK AND BE SURE 
TO MEET BFG REGULATIONS 

For your full-colour information pack mail the coupon or call: 

ACTIONLINE DIRECT 

UK 01367 241225 
(Alwayspleased to call back to save your charges) 

Fax: UK 01367 242000 
SCE LTD., P.O. BOX 177, FARINGDON, OXON SN7 7EW UK 

.DICR November 1997 

auto international 
, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ - - - - - - - - - - - -  
I Name 
I Initials TitleIRank 
I Address 

POSlCCd8 

j Tel. (Day) ; Tel. (Eve) 
I Car for use in (country) 
I TAX FREE for expotl 

I I am interested in: 

0 
k TAX PAID for UK 

I CHRYSLER 0 ROVER 0 
I JEEP 0 MG 0 
I KIA 0 MINI 0 

0 

k MAZDA 0 USEDCAR 0 
I Model@) 
I TO SCE LM., FREEPOST, Fad dan. 0x00 SNI SBR, UK , No stamp required 1 d e d  in UK or BFPO scs ,, 

D 



ATTENT!ON 

1 1 1 1 L ~ I 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 .  r BE BATTLE READY! 
1 'You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS 
I UNIQUE military clothing and equipment. 

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND 
THE BEST AND KNOW 
THE DIFFERENCE. 
For your FREE 
36 page colour catalogue 
write or telephone 

St. George's Works, St. George's 
Quay, Lancaster, 
Lancashire LA1 5QJ 
Telephone (01524) 64204 

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES 

111111111 

~~~ 

T-Slf IRTS E 9.50 
POLOSHIIWS E 13.50 
SWIEATS1IIIVI"I' E 14.50 
ltU(313YSIIIRTS E2 2.50 
DRILL TOPS E22.50 
:ROM TEES TOTAL BY MAIL ORDER ONLY A RANGE 
>F EMBROIDERED GARMENTS WITH BRITISH FORCES 
.ElTERING a A CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING EMBLEMS 

SFOR BADGE, NATO FLAG, 

SCOTTISH FLAG (SC), 
WELSH FLAG (WELSH), 
NO EMBLEM (NE). 

SHIRT COLOURS AVAILABLE- 
T-SHIRTS (WHITE,OLIVE,NAVY) 
POLOSHIRTS (OWE, NAVY) 
SWEATSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAVY) 

DRILL TOPS (BOlTLE , NAVY) 

UNION JACK (UJ). 

RUGBY SHIRTS (BOTTLE,NAW 

ilZES- MEDIUM (3538), LARGE (40), EX-URGE (42-44 
IX-EX-LARGE (46) BUT N/A IN OLIVE POLOS 6 SWEATS. 
3ARMENT COLOUR 

I 
I 
&I 

Tal: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798 
Spoi.Lists in Ribborn, F d  Sine &Miniature Medals m d  

Medal Mounting either for wear or display. 
Send SAE or c a l l  far comprehensive priee list of 

Full Size & Miniature Medals. m 
C d t  card orbra aeaeptrd by phone or lax. UK ~ a t n r n ~ r s  plem add 17.5% VAT 13 

(23patampapPeciaIed): 
MINIATURE MEDALS ISM) 

90 WVEWTRV ROAD, BURBAQE, 
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP. 

I 
L 

=T-SHIRTS 

d.RDI.*llh.. mrllmn,,, 

* DRILL TOPS * 
For FREE COIOYI  b.oc""rr Iromi 

K, MADE OLIVE GREEI 
SHIRlS,SWEATSHIRTS, 
)LOSHIRTS AND CAPS 

* SWEATERS CAPS 

lOCK DESIGNS 

UNDREDS OF 
MBROIDERED 

VAILABLE. 
€011 lElMS AVAlUllE 
M M  FOlCES 

R M R N  YOUR ORDER FORM ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO TEES TOTAL, 15Y HIGH STREET. 
W W O N  s P l S S m ,  SWINDON, WILTSHIRE SN4 710. PLEISE MAKE ALL CHEOUES I POSTAL 
ORDERS PAYASLE TO TEES TOTAL ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DEUMRY 

FILL IN YOUR ADDRESS DETAILS 0ELOW OR IF YOU WlSH TO PAY By CREDIT CARD (ACCESS, 
VISA. MASTERCARD,EUROC*RD) PLEISE COMPLETE IN FULL 

CARDHOLDERS FUU NAME (Please Pdnl) : ............................................................................. 
DELIVERY I CREDIT CARD BILLING ADDRESS ........................................................................... 
......................................................................................................................................................... I ............................................................................. 
MY CARD NUMBER IS -1 
VALID F R W  VALID TO:- .................................................. 
CARD ISSUE No. (Where more than one peram la suthwbd to use card) 

I AIITHORISETEESTOTALTO DEBITMYCARD AS PAVMENTFORMVORDERTOTHEVALUEOFL ....................... 

CIRDHOLDERSSIONATURE ....................................................................... DATE ............................................ 4LL PRICES INCLUDE P LL P. TOTAL COST I 
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j 
CVS 
Proiesrionalb prepared. Coymeling rtyier. 
Qual* content. I w C C a b l e  ~refenlalton. 

Compettlye w e .  Naton/Wodd.wide S~NILB. 

CVr 101 Mrtaw/Cslan lobs, Rerum's. 
Updates, Auplrat8On LeUerr, etc. 
SERVICE - CV 
Ospt (A), 2 TERN GARDENS, 

PLYMPTON. PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ 
T e l l  Fax 0'1752. 344842 i24hrrI 

Laser DliOIing. flee CllLnI CV StOllge.  

MILITARY CV 
SERVICES 

The ari- CV service for HM 
F o m r ;  e r e h a d i n  19M 

L world-wide CV firm run by a forme 
m y  officer and c m t  full-time c m  
onsultant. Past clients include men ani 
/omen of all ranks from every pan of hi 

my' A b  * AppliCaHOnS 
Job Seareh skills * Self Marketing * Interview Coaching 

Fuii dmii$fmnr: 
Anthony Jacques 

66 High View Road, 
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU. 

Tel: 01483 823766 

For free details contact h e  
specialists in FORCES CVs I lEstabished 19811 

NEEDACv? 

C.V. EXPRESS I 

ST. DUNSTAN'S ABBEk 
PLYMOUTH 

Day and Boarding School for Girls 
4 1 8  years 

Tennly. weekly and meaional boarding in 
newly refurbished single study bedmoms. 

The xhwl h s  a long tradition of providing education 
for children of forcer families. 

Forfunher informotion write to: 
St. Dunstao's Abbey School, 

North Road West, Plymouth P L l  5DH. 
Tel: 01752 663998 Far: 01752 26Q106 

R a  chariw no 306736 I hK of the leading Military &Civilian 
CV Compsnlcr in the UK enjoying a 
Worldwide client base witb aulstanding 

- 
n s l l l n  

Confidential Comdtat iom & Advia 
DmN & Master Copies 
F m  C V  Dire Storage 

* RcTypeServias 
Over 30 Mdia pmentaliw Typs 

* Job SaPreh Hlt Llsts 
Interview Woiqu&nl Lbt 

c o ~ ~ ~ p v ~ g  

I 
Unbedabk Qudly. 

h an information pack Please phnv 
or Write to: Mr MacDonald. 3 Argent 
Closs. Hall Roed. Kingston U- Hull, 
HU6 9UA. Tel &Far: 01482 8M643 

I 

I 
>-OIL RIGS 4 

The Essential Guide - 
FOR ANYOUE WHO IS IUTERESTEO IN 
OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS 110 OOESU'T KI 

INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEE0 AEOul 

RIGS' BOOKS TODAY. 

W""" 

WHERE ro START. PACKED FULL OF ALL 

01253116911011 
8 Cleao Ave. Thornton-Clevelevr. 

SHERBORNE PRFi 

A bappj~, caring mmmuniq w b m  childm a n  enccuraged m kwlop 
their individrurlrmngdn to thcfvlL ErrrUnrt acadnnic n c o d  with 

smmgspom'ns nrwkal anddrama traditions. 

Discounts 
All children of Service Families are accepted for Boarding School AUowance 

plus one ninth. The Amount payable above the BSA is currenrly €22 1 a 
term for those under 11  and €262 a term for those over 1 1. 

You cannot afford not ta send yow children to this school! 
Can you afford not to send them? 
Forfunher kczilrplm write 07 rrLpkonc 

RTM Lindsay MA, Headmaster, 
The  Preparatory School, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3NY. 

T ~ I ?  01975 812097 

FORMERLY PRiORY P M R  

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks. goblets. plates and 
much more. Engraved wlth 

Regimental Badges, Crests and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 
Full colour bmchure. 

A R WENNVORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

. 
MOFF'ATS SCHOOL 

for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13 + 
A happy family school in braurifrl camtryst* 

on the SHROPSliIREIWORCESTERSHIRE border I proudof ourbll~associolio" with service families 
Over 90% of our puplls are full boardem 
Small dass.s: high all-round achievement without s1m 
Expert help and support for dyslexia and ather speeinl needs 
Clrsawork bnlanud by many activities iael. mmic, art & dnma 
AU games and riding taught in our 1oO-nue gronnds 
O u r a . ~ n ~ ~ ~ t o . n d ~ m s l o r s t a U ~ . n d a l l U . K . a i r o o r t s  
HmpitaUty and Pun for childrenh at hplf-tem and meats. I INTELLIGENCE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE BURSARlES 1 

Tel: (01299) 841230 

THE II 

DUKE OF YORK'S II 

II ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL 

DOVER 
0 Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and 

retired members of the British Army, RAF and 
RN/RM. 

0 490 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers. 

0 Caring family atmosphere. 

0 Pupil : Teacher ratio 10 : 1. Average class size 16. 

0 Excellent record in GCSE, GCE A Level, Advanced 
vocational and in the numbers entering university. 

0 Fees ofL275 per term whether serving or retired. 

0 Ask about the value added dimension to our academic 
work. 

Further enquiries to: 

Headmaster 
The Duke of York's School 

Dover CT15 5EQ 
Phone: (01304) 245024 

- 
SOLDlIR Nwunber 1997 





PRO=BOOTS H I - T E C  
M A G N U M  
B O O T  

LIMITED STOCK - PHONE FOR AVAILABILITY 

Latest British Forces Issue 
*SUPPLE LEATHER, NO -KING IN llghtwelght con sots' 

'HARD WEARIffi Ideal for tact 
Avaiiabie in t 

"SPECIAL 0- Cordura / Leatl 
*UTEST BOOT TECHNOLOGY Ali Leather 

*WEATHER PROTECTION Magnum S) 
(USUAL PRICE €150.00) Waterproof 

L "COMFORT ALL M Y 1  

Danner Acadia Leather Matterhorn Orion Gore-t.*Bootllners 
& cordura severe Severe weather all cjenuine iSUe 

weather boot. Gore-!ex leather combat boots IOO% waterproof for 
use in ay boot t,, lined. selected by L.A. Gore-tex lined €160.00 

Insulated €1165.00 Fori Bragg. 10" high warm vieet 
Uninsulated f160.W Gore-tex combat boot 8" High Only €20.00 

Other Danners sfoched €175.00 17" High 129.99 

Swat Team. Also In brown 

1 SOlpd&'95 

Tommando 
Chest Rig 

Genuine 
Issue 

, '  3uilt to last. 
U IEW f49.99 

adio pouch 
NEW €14.99 

PLCE 
'ebbing Set 
atest issue 
,Idler '95 Kit 
:onslsts of 
Yoke. Belt. 
2 x Amrno 

, ~ 

bottle cover 
Green or 

DPM E120.0C 
L 
F' Tactical 0 s Assault vest. 8 

assorteJpouches plus 2 
lar e rnap,storage pockets. 
HoPster attached inside. One 

size fully adlustable mesh 
vest with quick release 

fastenin Iron1 Built to last. 
&W E125.00 



Cap bsdpes, rrgimental des, blazer MllitnryPo.teardr.Mostlyprc-1914. 
badges, medals, ins-. Send E1 S O  for Uniforms, mascots, colours, bands, 
list fo: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle Vue parades etc. SAE to: White's Postcards, 
Street, Filey, North York. * Y P ~  19 Rushmoor lane, Backwell, Bristol, 

E NTE KTA I N M ENT 

by Kipling and King 
The C&rnS'Bibl€ & Lnrimm 

Vel-e Onc (1800-1920) - 665 

Vol-lbo (1920-1995) - 642.50 

H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft, 
Famham, Surrey GU9 7QB. 
Telephone: 01252 716303 

Hand Embroidered Q d t y  Wire 
B k r  Badges. Send design for 
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia 
Company, 41477 Khawajgan, Gujrat, 
Pakistan. m 

A TITLE1 WHY NOT? Unashamedly 
affordable elitism. A unique 
Wpresentation idea. Free details: 
Survival, Dvrn Cottage, Sconcalder, 
Caithness, Scotland KW12 6XJ 

Foreign Legion recruiting 
brochureslposters. Latest issues 
L10.00 esch. 'Bodvevards Aide 

BSI9 3BN. m*I( 

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus 
8Op for lists to: Clans and Regiments, 
14 E h  Gmve, Aldbmugh, East 
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and 
genemua discounts. T,C 

Complete bagpipe band bh--ts 
and band vnifmm 4. Hand- 
embmidoed badges, banners, metal 
badges, buddes. Write to: G e o k  
Enterprises, Raihvay Road, S i  
Pakistan. Fax No: +92 432 588910. 
catalogue free. *,m 

British Mllitnry cap badges and 

Function Bands, 
Disco & Karaoke 

Comedians, Cabaret 
Dance Shows 
For all ranks, 

Sgt/Officers' Mess 
Wedding & Private functions 
Tel: 0181-789 722716645 

Fax: 0181-785 3533 
Connextions The Name 

You Can Trust! 

Memaire' a must read? &15.00. All 
three D O  chequerno to P Deanc, PO 
Box 355, Byfleet, KT14 6WA. Order 
Now! m m  

insigds. Send S A E  for lists to: 
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022, 
Caulsdon, Surrey CR5 3JQ. ZYP, 

SPECWST BOOKS BY MAIL 
ORDER Free Catalogue. Firearms, 
survival, martial arts ... 1,000s of books, 
money back guaranteed. The Out- 
doorsman's Bookstore, Unit 27, Mon- 
ument Industrial Park, Chalpmve, 
OX44 7RW. Tel: 01865 400256 Fax: 
01865 400257. 21/11 

Forquali*bwJ-anbmldcredwirr 
Sna SntthRadbdges, emblems, c ram 
and p~lnanrs send design or ptt- for 
refum of sample and quotation 10: 
"Kalsara hmnstid,  PO Box 1034, 
Sdkot, %m5l3lO. -9 

Rta Hi& Assodahs, comprehensive 
mge of military figurines available in 
resin bronze and silver. Commissions 
always considered. Ring for 
infomtio~mchure.  TkWfax: 01380 
828382. I V W  

French Fodgn Legion, I stock UK's 
best selection. Beret badges, wings, fob 
badges, rank insignia, medals, 
cerrificates, promotion badges, 
qualifications, Kepis, berets, tin, belts, 
lanyards and full uniforms. I also hold 
a continually changing selection of 
genuine Indo-China er8 fob badges. 
New for 1997 excellent d s m a n  

Military Fine Arts. Britain's leading 
British military art dealer. Access to all 
British publishus. Hundreds of original 
items also available. Csraloeve L3.00 + 
A4150p sac. Cheques to: 7; J&@- 
Bmley, 5 Feversham Road, Salisbury, 
Wilts SP13PP. Tel: 01722 328523. Y i i I L I T A R Y -  . ACCOUNTBOOKS . OriSinal British Muitary & Police 
Badgn bmught and sold with money- 
back guarantee. Send stamped self- 
addressed envelope or IWO international 
postal response coupons (available 
from your post office). For Free 

collar, uade and pmficiency badges, 
shoulder-titles. buttons, formation 
signs, badge bacldngs and feather 
hackles. Spe&i.vt in Northun 
Ireland-issue and other doth bead- 
dress badges, parachute win@ and 
dmc-zone flashes. rare "Stavbrites" 

Spmple Cstplogue including, cap, 

PART ONE: LADIFB FROM E0,L & 
PUT Two: C m  ro TEE B m o  

FACHmpyaddp&p: UKf1,oversessfZ. 
Send order to: Highland Classics (SM), 
12 Woodstwk Road London NWll 

8EK Fax: (44) 181 458 3774. 
With MastereardNisa put expiry dam. 

W l i n p n  J#&S nuailablefrom n o d  

G SHEPHERD 
(PORTSMOUTH) LTD 

Ridsway House, Unicorn Road, 
Portsmouth. 

Tel: 01705 820635 
Fax: 01705 824386 I H 0 L I DAYS I 

made metal busts (five M e r e n t ) ,  key 
rings, tie pins and CD's. Fully 
illustrated catalogue L2.00, M h  
Lapworth (s), 26 Southdown Road, 
Bristol, BS9 3NL 0198 

Mllitnry, sport., caonntion, police, 
school, masonic and miscellaneous 
medals and badges. Send 2x26~  stamps 
for list: 18 Hollybank Road, 
Birkenhead, Merseyside L41 ZSY L Y W  

w a l W  equipment and waterproof 
clothmg. For free 'Advennue LXect' 
mail order b d u r e  teWk 0800 
136345 

1ffh di.muat for miutnry - camping, 

CARS I 
and Bosnis badges - I& Kelly 
(Mdaana), PO Box 18, South PSO, 
Manchester, M14 688 L I  vehides. & condition. Cash buyer. 

TelO181-5344016orO181-555 0823. 
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (loam to 
10.30pm seven days). TIC 

P.L.C.E. camoutlage bugens and side 
pockets LIOO. P.L.C.E. camoutlage 
web sets L70, P.L.C.E. olive bergens 
and side packets fmm L35, P.L.C.E. 
olive web sets L45. GOE-TEX issue 
camodage jackets L60, GOE-TEX 
issue camoutlage fmusers L15 to L25. 
Send 5Op in stamps for catalogue. 
DENBIGH ARMY SURPLUS, Plot 
34, Colomendy Ind Est, Denbigh, 
Denbighshire U 1 6  5TA. Tel: 01745 
814978. ,us, 

I HAVE YOU BOUGHT OR I 
ARE Y O l  B U Y I N G  I FREE CAR I N  (;ER 

I Let us se// it for you! 

British and overseas military badges, 
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular 
comprehensive stocklists L2.00. Castle 
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover 
CT16 I W .  

Largest manutecfurrta and 
exporters of hand-embmidertd bullion 
badm for Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Police, schools, colleges, clubs, etc. 
Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-arms, 
family crests and all military 
accoutrements. Also leather gloves, 
footballs, track suits. Contact: J Amhur 
(PW Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot 
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432 588605. 

Pmoern Leninp & Marmeemer 

* t t + * * * * * * * * t t * * ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . . ~ ~ ~ ~  

KIDS CAM0 CLOTHING. All Styles 
3yrs-14yrs. Jackets @added) L14.99, 
Trousers C11.99, T S h h  cam0 L5.99, 
caps L2.99, bodywarmers L8.99. S k s  
24"-36". b y  accessories available. 

Phone for details: 
(00 44) 01483 811765 

TOOCH WOOD MARKET1 . AoME6ivNERs- 
Movine m UK or abroad? 

Plus six pocket combat musus 
oliveblack L14.99. US -le combat 

Left-band drive vehicles ureentlv utbanicamo, midnight-fama t17.99: 

caps L2.00 olive and black, balercalavs 
L3.99, oliveblack 3 hole open face 
iingerless doves s m l  oliveblack L2.99, 
hittcd glm bladdolive L3.99 sml. 
Postage and packing free on these items 
we also stock Maglim, Leatheman, 
Swiss m y  Imives, watches, boots, 
webbing, 55 etc. Cheque pastal orders 
payable to M Dean (Tmpm), 5d5b 
George Sueet, Banbuy, Oxon, OX16 
8BH. Td 01295 257450. I , _  

post ~acldng ~2 .50 .  we also stock skull wanted. Any condition. Cash buy&. 
Tel: 0181-5344016orO181-555 0823. 
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (loam to 

NOTICE 
TO READERS 

T h e  publishers of SOLDIER 
Magazine cannot accept 
resvonsibilitv for the PCCUIBCV of and C&atia and most other I 

~ y e l i t y  mp~ers ofBritish hmy, ~ i r  
Farces and Navy badges, regimental 
banners, d o r m  accessories, Scottish 
C l a n  crests and military badges. 
Bagpipes, Practice chanters and band 
uniform accnsories. Please ask for free 
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 211414 
Majidpura, Siallrot, Pakistan. Fax 0092 
432 588547. *m, 



CHARITY COMMISSION 
Charities: 
1.  The Soldiers' Widows and Widowers 
Fund 
2. The Single Soldier's Dependants Fund 
3. The Soldim' Widows and Widowers 
and the Single Soldiers' Dependants 
Common lnvesment Fund. 
Scheme for& amlgmaion of Lhc charities 

~-233533MISC 
m chariry c a n r m S S &  have mads a 
Smeme for Use -ties. A copy can be 
seen far the mt month al Buildmg 43, 
IknchardLine,Upavon, WhSN96BEar 
acopy eaoheabtaioedby sadingastamped 

W-ld House. Tangier, Taunton. 
Somraet TSAl4BL quoting &e nfucnce 
above. 

admPT4den"elope tD: chirry commission, 

cansdien &-Armed F-ea 
Resident 0 - become a member of 
the Canadian Veterans Associstion 
W). Write to: CVA, Cal Heywood, 2a 
Windhere Road, Coulsdon, Surrey, 
CR5 2JA. Or tel: 0181 668 6132 for 
appl icat ion form. *In? 

1997 Troopins The Colour BBC 
video recording wanted. Alan 

Openshaw, Manchester, M11 1DS. a m  

Private colleaor seeks Falklands 
and Gvlf War souvenirs. Prefer 
Argendnian or k a q i  items, but will 
consider anything. W r i t e  with details: 
Mr J Moore, 14 Alnwick Road, South 

Pawson, 129 Whekr sueer, Higher 

Shields, -34 OLB. 2/19, 

Fin1 (19 !408h, f9,OW): LCpl G Pogue, 32 McKenna, 28 EngrReQl, BFP03t:idrCC 
EnQr Regl. BFPO 30. Parry. RSA, Larkhill: Cpl D Pinkelton, 9 R 

Sawn- WQ 111 lot sacond p t h l  (18 Uoals, Irish. BFPD808:CplDM Scholey, 176Pro 
f571.43 each): SSgl IJ Allen. MDHU Coy RMP. BFPO 807: SSg1 (name 
Frimley Park Cpl AT Howe. 39 Engr Regt, withheld), MOD Hitchin; Cpl DV Wright, 1 
Walerbeach: SSgt JH Laffey, HO London OLR. BFPO804 
District; WO2 B Morgan, 3 RHA, Topclifle; OCTOBER 11,1997 
Cpl DA Silord. Rhine Area SP Unit. BFPO 87-waylla forllnt prhs (15 uoals. flM.48 
40:CaptKSW 1 9 T W r S q n  RLC, BUl- aPch): SSgt JR Angus, 30 Signal Regt. 
ford. LCPl BE WllliamS, 1 RRW. HOUn- Bramcote; L l  Col PB Baker, 222 (EM) Fd 
SIOW. Amb (W. Leicester: Sgt TM Bamford, 26 

Thmarav tla lot lint wlm 118 mal% Sianal Rent. York: ATor SC BradbuN. 4 
SEF7EMBER 27,1897 Re91 RA, BFPO 113: LCpl JD Bean, 2 

E1.8lbescb):W02ASDave~ t lo-mo: 
Wilron Sgt JH Marsha , nO 1s. BFPO 
16: SSgI PR Rooinson. 14 nde Top0 Sqn 
RE. BFPO 19. 

R i g t  AAC-Wansnam' Cp SI Brew;: 1 
CO am Gas BFPO 17. SSgl MP Birgers 
25 Engr Regl BFPO 608; Spl M Calare I 
TC Crnanrk SSnl FR C m e r  1 Rn RFMF 

Colchkster~SSgl WJ Kerr,' 23 Para F 
Amb, Aldershot; CpI DP MaceY, 7 Re 
AAC (V). Netheravon; Capt DA Mailey. t 
NI, BFPO 825: WO1 B Martin. AFPA 
Worth" Down: LCol MA !&NI". 1 IUI . ~~ ~ , ~ . ~  ........... 
ADSR, BFPO 15; ssgt G Mason,~Mi  
London; Cpl OM Mason, 47 AD Sqn RL 
RAF Lyneham: Capt PT McGrath. 234 T 
Sqn RLC (V), Birkenhead; SSgl P 
McKenna. 28 Engr Rm, BFPO 31:Cpl S 
McVitie 2 Para. A1dershot:Musn 0 ~ ............... 
Moody. Lowland Band, Edinburgh: W? 
WA Morris, 3RHA. TopclMfe: LCpl E 
Morrison, Sp En HO ARRC, BFPO 4 0  84 
WA he dei 39 Rep1 RA Neacasie Up( 
Tyne Sgt I(P0renon AFCO London Ca 
D ParXin 4 GS Re01 RLC Aomoon P 

1 WFR T.awonh Sol M Davidson 20 
Arm0 Bde S pnal Sqn BFPO 22. WO1 S.. 
Dau es DMS Trg Centre AsnVak Sol .A 
Dxon 22 R e a  RA Anon n MOSW 

............... --. ... .... - -. . .  .- ...-. ~, ~~ ~ ~~~ 

EIoM-waytiiforl0~nh~tl~~17uoa1s,f2W 
each): SgtCAnderson. t4Sup ReglRLC. 
BFPO 44: SSgt M HaWOOd, 32 Rest RA, 
Larkhill; Cap1 AC Illldge. 3 Tk Tplr Sqn 
RLC, BFPO 1 6  Capt PJ Leslranne, Depot 
R Irish BFPO 808: Cpl DE Maynard, 2 CS 
Regt RLC, BFPO 47; Maj SJH Paninson. 
HOAG, Upavon;Mai~~Slmmands,~PC woi S J D U ~ ~ . ~ H O N I ; B F P D ~ ~ ~ ; C ~ ~ ~ M R  
Glasgow: SQt MJ Storey. 26 R e a  RA. England, 24 Trg Sp Sqn RE, Chatham: L l  
BFPO 113. MH E m s .  ZRTR, BFPO 38: SSgt CS 

OCTOBER 4,1997 Evans. ORH. Canerick; Lt ColTH Eveleigh, 
l8-waytla lot lint ptim (18 goals, E437.50 HO Land, Wilton; SSgt C Fewsdale, 36 

each): SglD Bruce, 1 LI, BFPO53; WD2N Engr Regt, Maidstone; Bdr GO Fldler, 14 
Caswell, 4 Regt RA, BFPO 36: Sgt P Regt RA, Larkhill: Mal RC Fram, RMCS 
Carfield. ODG, BFPOt6:MajAPCouzens. Shrivenham: Cpl D Garside, 2 LI, BFPO 
HO OMG. Andover: Capt JM Cowan. 3 R 806: LCpl G Hale, NI TIQ Wing. 
Irish, BFPO 809; Sgt SR Frake. RAC Shorncliffe: Lt Col JM Heron. 73 Engr 

Giddins, 1 RRW, Hounslow: Cpl CJ lndep Top0 Sqn RE, BFPO 19; LCpl Al 
HaNey, 1 KDRBR, Canerick: Sgt AM Hill, 35 Engr Regt, BFPO 31: WO2 MA 
Hynds, 1 RTR. BFPO 22: LCpl RA Hoyle, 2 Trg Regt AAC. Middle 

BFPO 22; Sgt JA Cocks, 1 Regt AAC. 
BFPO 47; Mal RM Colllns. AGC Trg 
Centre. Worthy Down: WO2 GD Conerill. 

Gunnery SChOOI, Lulworth: CSgt S Regt (V), Nottingham; Sgt SR Higgins, 14 

IP Parklns, 2 RTC, BFPO 38,-CoH P 
Paternone, HCMR, London. WO1 M 
Pau , hO OMG. Andover WO2 AD Pia 
nO ORAC. Bov ngton. 2.1 AC Ouantre 
R risn Caner ck Col DG Rem0 ds A I  ~ , ~~~~~~ ~ , ~r ~. . ~ , ~ .  ~~ 

Winchester; Cpl SI Shaw. 1 Bn REM 
BFPO 36; Mal RC O M  Shaw, NAl 
Defence College. Rome: Sgt f 
Shearman, 2 Regt RMP, BFPO 825: LC 
CJ Simmons, 9/12 L, Swanton Morle 
LCpl GJ Southall. HCR Windsor: WO1 01 
Slachini, ATR Bassingbourn; Cpl A Star 
1 Bw, Fort George; cap1 RA Sunon, 
Re91 RA, BFPO 36: LCpl S Tanner, 2 RTI 
BFPO 38; LCplJ Tayior, 32 Engr Re! 
BFPO 30: Lt Col RM Thornely, MOD DAl 
Upavon; Sg1 MA Wakelord. 1 GS Rei 
RLC, BFPO 47: WO1 DL Wilson. 33 f 
Hasp, Gospoe LCpl G Woodmffe, 
RRW, Hounslow: Mal HAP Yorka. 54 Sq 
GL Secl, RAFCoRishaII. 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T S  
NAME ........................ .................................................................... 
(PLEASE USE BLOCK W I T U S )  

........................................................................ 

Postcode ....................................................... 

25 21 22 23 24 

30 29 28 26 n 

o f  you need more space, or a 
COST 35p PER WORD 

tne. please vllrtte clearly on plain paper 
VAT AT I 7 5% U T  BE ADDED 

NB FuAME AILD ADDRESS AND/OR PhOILE NUMBER SrlOclLD BE INCLUDED IN COST 
YOJ REQUIRE A CONFlDENTlAL BOX ILUMBER. ADD €2 35 (INC VATJ PER IILSERTION AND TIC< BOX 0 
- WORDSAT 35p = E- Send to 
X- INSERTIONS = E- CWSlFlED A D S  
VATAT 17 5% - E- 
BOXNUMBER (INC VAT] = E- ORDNANCE ROAD 
TOTAL ENCLOSED - E- ALDERSHOT 
CHEQUE/PO Number (Payable to SOLDIER) HANTS CUI I 2DU 
A' ' 

SOLDIER - 

- 

ACC'C'en "n"=m'rEMENTS m T  BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE 
D1 



IATES 
0 Salisbury Militaria Society 25th ann 

exhibition, Red Lion Hotel. Milford Stre 

16: Wargames, re-enactment groups. mil 
Iary books. Gala Leisure Centre Eowar 
Street, West Bromwich 

Nursing chief 
Brig Jane Arigho 
has been 
appointed Direc- 
tor of Defence 
Nursing Ser- 
vices. She will 
combine the 
dutles of the tri- 
Services chlef 
nurse with those 
of her current 
post, Director of 
Army Nurslng 
Services and 
Matron in Chief 
(Army). 

Ju YEAH3 ALiU 
From Soldier, November 1947 

. .  4REWELL, ITALY 
The British Army Is pulling out of Italy 
after 662 days of hard-waged war and 
863 days of walting for a peace traatv. 
Italy has “worked her passage”. Now 
lrlmmed of her northern terrltorles, her 
islands and, perhaps, her African 
empire, she must settle her own domes. 
tic problems and rebuild her pulverised 
towns. 
To the battle honours of British and 

Allied regiments will be added the names 
of Salerno, Cassino, Anzio and half the 
rlvers of Italy: victories won bloodily in a 
gruelling and exasperating campalgn. 

DESERT AIR-DROPS 
The first of the Army’s alr despatch com. 
panles - No 223 Alr Despatch Company 
RASC - is experimenting In new meth. 
--s In the deserts of the Mlddle East. 

-,YEARS AGO 
rrom Soldier, November 1972 

,LL A TWITTER . . . 
World attention centred on Northern I re  
land’s Magilligan Point earlier this yeat 
when violence flared at the internment 
camp there. But a battle in the war for 
conservation passed unnoticed at Mag 
illigan Point when the efforts of Army 
ornithologists allowed 11 pairs of l i t t le 
terns 10 nest where only two pairs had 
bred in the previous season. 

1 

’Mr Fix-it’ K~KLICSI 
AFTER 17 years as the 
‘‘Mx Fix-it” of the Edin- 
burgh Military Tattoo, 
Capt Ernie Merchant was 

I given the red carpet treat- 
ment by the cast of the 
1997 show. Pictured with 
his wife, Maria, Capt 
Marchant sat in front of 
the VIP box at the castle 
as the cast gave him a five- 
star musical send off. 

He has been the behind 
-thescenes genius whu 
helped bring everything 
together as Camp Com- 
mandant of Redford Bar- 
racks, where the tattoo 
has its operational base 
every year. 

Capt Merchant masterminded plans to 
look after the cast of 1,000 who stayed at 
Redford Barracks on the outskirts of 
Edinburgh. 

On the day he finally retired at the age of 

L 
Sounds good 
A LITTLE bit of Br&h military musical 
flair was heard in Australia when the 1997 
Adelaide Tattoo opened with a fanfare, 
New Images, written by WO1 Mike Smith, 
Bandmaster of the Prince of Wales’s Divi- 
sion (Clive). 

New images was the theme of the show 
and was part of a challenge to Army musi- 
cians who were asked to organise a compe- 
tition to find a suitable fanfare. 
WO1 Smith wrote the winning entry 

while still in training as a sNdent band- 
master at the Royal Military School of 
Music, Kneller Hall. His prize: a cheque 
and a tankard presented by Australian 
High Commissioner Neal Blewett at an 
open air concert at RMSM. 

65,  he was given lunch in the officers’ 
mess in the castle before emerging to face 
the massed pipes and drums of nine bands 
waiting to honour him . . . watched by 
hundreds of tourists. 

Thls green Rolls-Royce armoured car from 
the Tank Museum In Bovington took Its 
place among rare and beautiful autome 
biles at the world’s most prestigious his- 
torlc vehicle show In Park. The 1920 
armoured car, based on a Silver Ghost 
chassis, was speclflcally sought out for the 
1997 Louis Vuitton Concours Automobiles 
Classiques at the Parc De Bagatelle. 
Armour-plated and featuring a water- 
cooled Vlckers ,303 machine-gun, the Rolls 
weighed In at a aprlng-bending 2.8 tona. 

Write the wrongs wirn public relations booklet 
JOURNALISTS involved with Army viatiom and “Quotes”, at a writing skills 
Cadet Force public relations have pro- course in Nottingham this month. 
duced a newspaper style book for the offi- “We are not trying to make PROs into 
cers around the country who write news professional wordsmirhs, but a news story 
releases, But interest in the booklet, to be does need to be written in a reasonably 
published this month, has been shown by professional manner. 
Regular and TA PROs, so it might well “Other than examining newspaper 
find a wider audience than intended. columns to see how abbreviations and 

Man behind the project is Lt Col quotes are used, there is something of a 
Aubrey Chalmers, who spent more than vacuum when it comes to any kind of ref- 
30 years with the Daily Mail. He will be erence book, So we produced our own.” 
launching the booklet, Apostrophes, Abbre- He can be contacted on 01827 880145. 
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Heavy mob: ,owland sappers who moved me war memorial 

War memorial saved 
by sapper 

4 

i 

- 1  lit G e t t i n g  
hands-on experience of 
life as a recruit was Sue ScoU-Curtis. 
Head of Personnel at the Army Training 
Recruiting Agency, during a familiari- 
sation visit to the Royal Armoured 
Corps Centre at Bovington. Mrs Scott- 
Curtis met Phase 2 recruits and drove 
the Challenger 2 training tank around 
the all-weather driving circuit. 

power 
staffwho ga ic  their l ives i n  the First Wvid 
War, v a s  also pomg to  hc buildozcd. 

?. section OS tcn men \vas raskcd will1 
dismanrlinp and reasseniblinp i t  in thc 
grounds of a nrarhy howling club. 11 was 
t a k e n  In six Iargc blocks by Scanimcl 
lraiispirrtrr to rhc hou-ling ciuh's car park. 
Because 1hc actual s i te  \sa? inacccssihlc to  
t h e  Scammitl t h e  enzinccrs had t o  php-  
call) carry the hlockr, some weighing 
ninrc than  a ton. to their ncw home. 

Rare medal on show 
A RARE mcdal issucd to sumivurc ofhat- 
t les and campaigns in India hcrwern 1801 
and 1826 has been Icmncd to the Discov- 
ery Museum in Kewcasrlc. Onc of only 8 i  
aivnrdrd. rlic Army d l n d i a  hirdal will go 
on display the gallery devoted tn two of the 
city's "local" regiments, the 15th) 19th 
T h e  IGng's Ruyal Hussars (whmc midern  
incarnation is the Light Dragoon<) and 
rhu Xorthumherland Husiars. 11 has been 
l c n t  to the ciry by  Alfrud Feilow, creator 
ofthi.  Fel low\ Hughcs hkdal Colicctiun. 

ne Lon 
H FIEPORT in Soldier(Sept 1) on I ne Lonoon 
Regiment receiving new Colours contained the 
statement that '"The London Welsh suffered so 
badly in 1915 that they were not reconstituted. . 
." Surprisingly, the London Welsh, unlike their 
Scottish and Irish counterparts. were not part of 
the London Regiment, but of the Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers. writes Lt Col (Retd) Richard Sinnett 

The 15th Battaiion, The Royal Weish Fusiliers 
(1st London Weish) had been inaugurated at a 
meeling of Welshmen in London on September 
16. 1914. The HQ was at the Inns of Court Hotel, 
Holborn, and the benchers of Gray's Inn lent 
their garden and square as training grounds. 
where to this day the battaiion's war memorial 
may be seen. 

When the 15th leH London in December 1914. 
itwas 1,lOOstrong. In February1916asecond 
battalion. the 18 RWF (2nd London Welsh), was 
raised. It recruited 3.500 men, and in September 
1916 was turned into a training reserve battalion. 

in December 1915 the 1st London Welsh went 
to France with the 38th (Welsh) Division. It 
fought with distinction in many batties for the 
next two years, including the Somme in 1916 
and Ypres in 1917. Its awards for gallantry 
included at least two DSOs, ten MCs, eight 
DCMs and 21 MMs. In these two years the bat- 
talion had 278 men killed. losses which were 
less than half those suffered by some other bat- 
talions in the division. 

In January 1918 an Army Order required all 
brigades to reduce from four battalions to three. 
To their great sorrow and anger the London 
Welsh were disbanded in February, along with 
three other battalions in the division. 

SPIRIT LIVED ON 
Although this ended its brief life, the 15th Bat- 

talion. Royal Welch Fusiliers Association 
ensured that its spirit and memories iived on. In 
1924 it had 450 members, and did not "fade 
away'' until the mid-1980s. (Incidentally.the 
RWF title changed from "Welsh to "Welch in 
1920). 

In 1936, as a result of the efforts of a commit- 
tee of prominent Welshmen in London, the War 

ice agreed that a London Welsh Company 
ild be incorporated into the 26th (London) 
ti-AircraH Battalion (TA). By late 1937, 50 VoI- 

unteers had come forward, but I do not know 
whether the unit came into being. 

~ ~~. 

'What is more certain is that in 1939 the 99th 
li-Aircraft Regiment RA (TA) was raised as a 
N unit from London Welshmen, with its HQ in 
nsington. in 1940 its title was changed to the 
:h (London Welsh) Heavy Anti-AircraH Regi- 

,,,snt RA (TA). This unit fought in North-West 
Europe in 1944-45, before going into suspended 
animation in 1946. 

In 1947, when the TA was reactivated, 499 
(M) Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment RA (London 
Welsh) (TA) became its successor. In 1951, fol- 
lowing the adoption of the regiment by the Royal 
Borough of Kensington, the title of the regiment 
was changed, with the word "Kensington" replac- 
ing "London Welsh. (I must acknowledge 
Norman Litchfields The Territorial Artillery 1908- 
1989 as the source of the post-1939 informa- 
tin"\ 

Tnere ma) si oe some gaps n In s accornl 
i f  rone er ,o-'reaoerS na,e m3re nfortnaiior- 
I n haie serbe'l ts p.rDose 



I have traced 300 ‘Valley 
YOU reported (Diary, Sept 

graves 15) on of the survivors search for of the the of Death’ gravee 
Charge of the Lizht Brigade. 

It may interest the Victoria perpetuated over the years. Pr< 
Cross and Balaclava Sur- ceeds from the sales will t 
vivors’ Society to learn that in donated to the Royal Star an 
fact almost 500 survived the charge, and Garter Home for Disabled Ex-Servicc 
are buried in cemeteries on every conti- men at Richmond, Surrey. Five-and-; 
nent. Since the early 1960s I too have half years ago, while on research, I wi 
been tracing them, and to date have found struck by a hit-and-run vehicle and I a, 
about 300. now severely disabled and housebound. 

I have also been tracing VCs’ graves, Once the VC Memorial book is out, 
and of those of the 1,320 deceased hold- hope to continue the search for Balacla\ 
ers have found 1,296 and have pho- survivors and if Mr Swales, the society 
tographs of most of them. secretary, cares to contact me next sprinj 

Early next year a 4OO-page, illustrated I will add to his list. - David Harve! 
book will be published accurately listing ObitIodge, 1 Claremont Avenue, Hex 
the location of each grave and putting sham, Walton-on-Thames, Surre 
right the many errors which have been KT12 4NR. 

HOT under the collar? Want to 
take issue on a serious toplc? 
Need to senie a difference of 
opinion on a burning ques- 
tion? Or do you Just want to 
share a gwd stwy with thou- 

sands of other readers around me world? 
As ever, Soldler welwmes your letters, 

whether you are an officer or other rank; 
servlng or clwy; nlne, 19 or 90. All we ask 
Isthatyou keepthem brtefandtothepoint. 
We’d prefer them to be typed but It they are 
handwrbn, please put names, addresses 
and in block capltals (not nenssarily for 
Dubllcationl. 

5ocial workers ‘not namby-pamby 
WHAT IS I T  about social workers that 
Armed Forces Minister Dr John Reid (Sept 
15) and the CO 42 Commando (newspa- 
per reports, August) fnd so namby-pamby? 

Referring to recruits’ pre-training being 
extended, Dr Reid said “This approach is 
to be modernisation, not mollycoddling. It 
is not about turning sergeants into social 
workers.” It would seem from their report- 
ed remarks that being a social worker pre- 
cludes discipline, focus and, worst of all, 
any thought of meeting challenging 
behaviour head-on. 

I was a Regular for seven years (1965- 
73) and followed it up with five years as a 

Territorial. I “did my bit” in the Middl 
East and Northern Ireland. Are my cre 
dentials acceptable? 

Here’s the rub. I am a social worker an 
have been for the past ten years. I work i 
a secure facility for young people of 10-1 
years and, with respect, if either of th 
above-named gentlemen thinks that m 
professional approach is soft, then m 
practice is seriously flawed and I would b 
failing the youngster. 

My colleagues and I try to see that ou 
practice is firmly rooted in reality, just a 
good soldiers do. ~ WilIiam E Roberts 
Newton AycIiffe, CO Durham. 

Brigadiers were really  sergeant^ 
READING Questions of Rank (Oct) Household Cavalry, which adopted COI 

brought to mind another archaic title. poral (from the Italian cupodi meanin 
During the 17th and early 18th cen- head of, etc) rather than sergeant (fron 

turies the terms brigadier and sub- the Latin serviens meaning to serve). 
brigadier were frequently used to describe The rank of brigadier is continental i: 
personnel in Troops of Horse (Life) origin and is still used by the presen 
Guards and Regiments of Horse who per- French cavalry and gendarmerie. A 
formed the duties and responsibilities of Charles I1 had close associations witl 
sergeant and corporal. They were also France, he probably modelled his heav 
referred to as “Right-Hand Men”. cavalry upon the Gardes du Corps ani 

These titles were later altered to the Gens d’Armes of the Maison du Roi. - 1 
present format, except for the snobbish A Hamilton, Ainsdale, Southport. 

BEST wishes for your new-look magazine 0 ”This officer 1s recommended for pro- 
from a mere ex-RAFtype. You askfor amus- motion with no qualifications whatroever.” 
Ing stories from read- “I would not 

breedfrom thisman.” 
0 “1 cannot imagine 

ers, so here goes. 

plnned a foolscap anyone following this 
sheet to the mess noticeboard invitlng officer except pernaps out of idle curiosity.” 
comments on what had appeared in annual Perhaps fellow sufferers could add to the 
confidential reports. They could be to do collection? - H D Pickles, Blackbum, Lancs. 
with your own, sneaked glances at your 
friends’, or indeed hearsay. 

repeatable: 

Some wit once 

0 As if happens, a hilarious book has just 
Here are a few from memory which are been published on this very fopic (see 

“Laugh or we’ll report you’; Page 68). We 
0 “Pedals hard but moves slowly.” welcome other contributions. 

’ A p r h  &ii be awarded each month if we 
judge that a lener, serious or humorous, 
merits it. so get wrltlngl 

0 Acceptance or releafon of letters Is me 
declslon of the Editor, who ~ u ~ p Y e s  the 
right to amend for length, clarity or *le. 
Anonyms letters will not be wnsidered. 

5oldier: worth 
wery penny 
‘OUNG or old, the excitement of waiting 
~r Soldier to arrive is now being afforded 
I us only once a month. But at least the 
iagazine will still be there. 
It is nice when reading it to be taken 

ack in h e  when names appear of former 
ases and counmes in which we served. 
Soldier is worth every penny when you 

ompare it with some other magazines on 
le shelves, with well-written articles and 
xcellent photography. And it’s not too 
eavy on the ads - which are interesting 
nd informative in themselves. Wishing 
DU well into the next millennium. -Rep 
lriggs, Peterborough, Northants, 

. NOTE to congratulate you on the 
xcellent new look to your magazine. It is  
rst class. Keep up the good work. - 
Lernard Rowland, Ferndown, Dorset. 

RECEIVED my copy of October’s Sol- 
ier this morning and while I think it was 
n excellent magazine in the ten years or 
J I have been reading it, I think you are 
n to a winner if your fust monthly issue is 
nything to go by. ~ P Gleeson, Poul- 
m-le-Fylde, Lancs. 

:ONGRATULATIONS on the recent 
nproved format - excellent! - Dr Peter 
ickson, Cambridge. 

&!&TQI 
S a  Gibraltarian i was particularly interested 
your feature about the Marble Tor series of 

(ercises by 96 Signal Squadron, 37 Signal 
egiment (V) on the Rock (Sept 15). 
However, may i point out that the last Regu- 
runitoftheBritish ArmytoserveontheRock 
as the 1st Battalion, The Royal Green Jack- 
s, who left in March, 1991. not The Royal 
Iglian Regiment, with which The Gibraltar 
egirnent has an alliance. Secondly, the civil 
)lice do in fact have the title Royal Gibraltar 
31ice. - Ernest Readlng, Harrow, Mlddx. 
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Let’s all sponsor 
a Gurkha family 
IT WAS suggested by the Rev J Ball (Sept ex-Servicemen and women, sponsored a 
15) that the /;250,000 to be spent on a Gurkha family, the Gurkha Welfare Trust’s 
bronze Gurkha figure would be better shortfall in the income it needs to meet its 
spent on Gurkha pensions. commitments would not exist. Money 

Although I agree we need to he1 ould also be available for projects 
these pensioners, I disagree strongly such as medical aid and water on 
with his solution, which would be tap, things we take for granted. 
only temporary and would take My wife and I are both ex-Army 
away the reminder to future gener- and on pensions, but with a bit of 
ations in this country of our debt to juggling /;I0 a month would be no 
the best friends we ever had. Wby hardship, nor was a contribution to 
not take a long-term solution? e statue appeal by the Gurkha 

If members of 1 PWRR and of other Brigade Association. - R Parke r  (and 
regiments and corps, as well as the many h5rs M Parker), Telford, Salop. 

Best form of  recruiting - by ‘5gt Nasty’ 
SO MUCH nonsense has been written 
about National Service that I would be 
interested in the views of your readers. 

In the late 1950s I was a superintending 
sergeant at the Guards Depot, Caterham. 
Presumably I was a so-called “Sergeant 
Nasty”. Many recruits I dealt with were 
outstanding and some became officers. 

In the late 1970s I was the quartermas- 
ter of the Guards Depot at Pirbright. 
When a recruit decided to leave the Army 
at his own request he had to report to me 
to ensure he had no debts or kit deficien- 

cies. I took the opportunity to ask why he 
left the Army. A number said that the 
basic training was nothing like as tough as 
they had been given to expect. It takes 
some believing that the youth of today do 
not expect to be shouted at and are “soft- 
centred”. 

The best form of recruiting remains to 
retain the outstanding talent serving NOW. 

Congratulations to Soldier for main- 
taining such high standards of reporting 
and photography. - Mai Peter Horsfall, 
Southgate, London,  

Rodney made 
me smile 
IT WAS with sorrow that I read of Lt Col 
Rodney Bashford’s passing. A Soldier 
reader for almost 50 years, I always read 
with Interest his reviews of military recor- 
Ings. He brought many a smile to my face 
with his unique style and his remarka 
about words to bugle calls were so true. 

I learned all the “naughty” ones as a 
young bugler more than half a century 
ago. I never had the privilege of meeting 
RB but many will miss his repartee. This 
old sodger will. - Owen Wheeldon, Lincoln. 

AS A contemporary at Military School of Lt 
Col Rodney Bashford - although I didn’t 
know him personally, he a bandsman and I 
a gunner - I, like thousands of other ex- 
Dukies, will be saddened by his loss. 

Rodney was one of 43 ex-bandsman of 
the Duke of York’s Royal Mllltary School 
who went on to be bandmasters and direc- 
tors of music. Many became professors of 
music at Kneller Hall and the Royal Col- 
lege of Music. Best-known was Thomas 
Sullivan, father of Slr Arthur of Gllbert and 
Sullivan fame. Apparently Thomas wanted 
his son Arthur to enter the school as a 
bandsman but hls mother considered it 
loo tough and overruled her spouse. - J V 
Lewis (ex-RQMS RE), Longfieid, Kent. 

The mystery of . .  . 
THE “Heidi-Hi” Colonel (Mailbag, Oct) was 
the cause of several newspaper articles at 
the time and aroused much lnterast. It is 
possible he got his idea from Gerald 
Kersh’s account of his recruit training in 
1940 with the Coldstream Guards in his 
book They Die With ThelrBoots Clean 
(1941). His sergeant addressed the squad 
thus: “When I say ‘Hldi-hl!’ you shout ‘Ho-dii 
ho, sergeantl’.” - L F Edwards (Essex Regt and 
Parachute Regt, 19424), Colchester, Essex. 

. . . Heidi-Hi Col.. , 
I DISTINCTLY remember reading in the 
national press (probably the Dailyhfirmr) 
about the “Heidi HI, Heldl Ho” Colonel, 
who insisted on saluting andcalling out 
“Heidi Hi”, to whlch the response was 
“Heidi Ho”. I recall that he was promoted, 
probably to  get him out of the way1 - Mal 
Marlin (The Suffolk Regt Old Comrades 
Association), Beccles, Suffolk. 

. . . is solved! 
THE “Heidi Hi Colonel” was the former Maj 
Valder Gates RASC who, at Dunkirk, led 
his men on a 15-mile march to La Panne, 
waded out to incoming boats, water round 
his neck, and spent several nights offerlng 
his men the chance of safety. 

This then was the “character who com- 
manded a training depot“ -and surely he 
earned the right to do so? I cannot explain 
his reason for “Heidi Hi!” - but he was far 
from being theonly f l c e r  in the Army who 
had unusual training methods. He was even- 
tually “promoted to glory”, welldeserved, I 
think.- H V Cossons Wincanton. Somerset. 
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This month the big question is: "Do 
that women soldiers should have froh 

Tpr Cayle aarkc. RMLY 
"l.m not one of those who 
thinks that we can be on the 
front Ilne. We have a role in the 
Army, but 
not in front- 
llne units 
llkeour 
Sabre 
Troops. It's 
dlfflcult to  
mlx men 
and women 
in sltuations 
llke that. In peacetime, its good 
to get out with the Sabre 
Troops, but to do it all the time 
-I don't thlnk SO." 

SSgt David Sayer, I RTR 
*I Ih n6 it WOL d be a bad move 
because YOJ only have to i w k  at 
the exoeriences of tne Isfaelis 

and the 
Amencans. 
They found 
out that it 
caused 
morale prob- 
lems. If we 
have nqt got 
enough men 
joining up, 

then we need women, but putting 
them in front-line roles would 
cause more problems than they 
are worth." 

Cpl M e  Rhodeq RAMC 
"I don't think that the front line 
is the best place for women 
soldiers. Women are not as 
physically capable 8s men. 1 
think there would be other 
problems too. If, for example, 
there is a front-line sltuatlon 

with, say, one woman and two 
men, the guys would not want 
to  leave the 
woman and 
go on. 
Women can 
be deployed 
in roles 
where they 
are more 
useful to  the 
Army. We 
make very good admlnlstrators 
and medlcs, for example. But 
even in that role, I wouldn't 
want to see an all-woman 
ambulance crew: 

W &hard Widgery. HQ 
143 West Midlands Brlgade 
"It Sometimes works and some- 
times does. 
n't. Women 
are better 
than men at 
some things, 
for example 
radio work. 
And they are 
much easier 
tnlmin Riit ._ .. . . 
there aresome jobs that they 
should be protected from." 

Lcpf  sue 
Mulleit, 
RMLY 
"If that's 
what they 
want to go 
for, why 
not? You'll 
find that 
most women don't have a 
hang-up about serving in front- - interviews: Graham Bound Pictun 

line roles, but some of the men 
do. If they have the strength 
and stamina, then they should 
do the lob. Women Ioln uo to  
be soldiers, so let them de SOI- 
diers." 

R e  Anibony Young, 10 Tpt 
P- QLC 

real y see women be ng 
ood at tne front ine They 

-LI are fine as 
:ne15 and 
2 erks. o ~ t  
noi as 
nfaniry. 
Even in tanm 
it would be 
difficult m becauseof 
the lack of 

I 
privacy. I reckon the blokes 
would feel uncomfortable." 

!Bgt Derek AnsHn, REME 
"I have no complalnt about 
women soldiers et ell. The 
lassesthat 
we've got in 
our unit 
meke a 
great contri- 
butlon. I've 
got a lot of 
t h e  for 
them. Also, 
thev alve us 
a v;; down-to-earth perspec- 
tive on things." 

Cpl Smtl Drawer, 1 RHF 
"I agree in an increased role for 
women to a certain extent, but 
there are jobs that I think they 
just wouldn't be able to do. 
rerry Champion and Mike Weston - 

lnfantty work 
is one area 
that is not 
suitable for 
women. I 
don't think 
many women 
would be 
able to carty n one thing. And then the there kit, are for 

'women's things' to worry about. I 
just don't think it would work." 

LCDI Sarah &em. RML' 
'7 &ink we 
all jotn the 
Army to  be 
soldiers. I 
would like 
the chance 
to  drive a 
tankand do 
things like 
that Buta .. .- .. - -. - 
lot of the men do tend to  give 
women a hard time, and make 
it dlfflcult for us." 

Lcpl Matt Murphy, 1 PWO 
'My granoad WOJ~O nave sad it 
was a oad dea. 01.1 obv oLsiy, 

win cnang- 
ng t mes 
women want 
the right 10 
go to !he 
from line. We 
oon't really 
have a say in 
11. If tney are n me front line, tnen that's dep oyeo the way on 

,t goes. It will ea0 to some frc- 
lion but its liKe anyth ng: yoL've 
got to g ve t a go." 

; 'd COMING SOON IN YOUR GREAT NEW CGTY9" 
&ur.v yodr allowances: Basy-tDread gdide 

lothe new package IaLncned in Decemoer 
We'll be loomng beh nd tne scenes at tne 

Comblned Arms School, Warmlnster, where 
JP to 1.000 combat and combat s~pp01l arms 
commanders - from corpora s 10 br gad,ers - 
train in tne lactrcs of h.gn-intensity warfare. 

Want to fly Apache, the he1 copier set 10 
revolLt onise the Army's a8r warfare capab iry 
intoihe21stcenlLty~OJr ntrepio WhoDares 
reporter attempts tne apt'tme and ntelligence 
tests that face woulo-De pilols F na OLI 11 ne 
nad what it tames. 

0 And, talking of Apache, we watch Guter- 
sloh-based 1 Regiment, Army Air Corps 
exercise new tactics as it prepares to receive 
the Army's potent new weapon. 

In our My Army series 
of interviews we meet 
Bernard Comweli (left), 
author of the best-selling 
3ichard Sharpe novels, 
md D-Day hero Maj John 
.ioward, who talks about 
the glider-borne assault on 
Pegasus Bridge, one of the 

I 
defining moments in the battle for Normandy. 

Got a problem? Write to Car1 Roberts. 
whose new advice column starts next month. 

The Duke of York's Royal Mllitary 
School at Dover has a unique wnnection with 
the Armed Forces. Read our special feature. 

@Astheinquityintothefutureof Otterburn 
training area nears a conclusion, Soldierlooks 
at the issues at stake. 

And enjoy a Christmas chuckle with Sol- 
dier's resident cartoonists Chip, Dickie and 
Darren Dodd. 
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WE WILL TAILOR MAKEUNITS TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

,KNITE LINK LIGHT SYSTEM 
Ainshclta's revolutionary new lighting system llOV, 220V or 24OV, 36 watt compact fluorescent 
lights with tripod will give you extensive floodlighting capacity with minimum energy consumption 
Each lamp consumes only 36 watts. The light output ie better than a 500 watt Tuogsten eqnivalent, 
with up to 50% more usabk light and up to 20% larger fwwnt than any other similar system. It is 
also cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5000 hours of life. 

TELEPHONE: 44 01484 646559 FACSIMILE: 44 01484 644450 
Email Richard@airshel.demon.co.uk 
AlRESHELTA,JUBILEE WORKS,10DALESTREET,LONGWOOD, HUDDERSFIELD, HD3 4TG 
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An unusual and amusing 
wllactl6n of Soldlsreovem from 
yeers gone by eaptured on our 
set of colourful pos(cnrd8. Ideal 

please turn to page 55 




