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FRONT COVER: Main plcture - 
Cpi Angle Wood bids farewell 
to her mount, Princess, after 
the last RMP Mounted Troop 
patrol of Aldershot. Angie is 
going to Germany, Princess to 
a former member of the troop. 
The troop will formally dis- 
band on April 1. See Page 5. 
(Picture Chris Fletcher) inset- 
NBC training at Wintarbourna 
Gunner. See Pages 1517. (Pic- 
ture Mike Perrind 
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f ;  NBC RISK: For their troops be effectlve 
on the nuclear, biological and chemlcal 
battlefield, commanders have to take an 
acceptable risk. -.Pages 1517. 

0 GOOD FOOD: British Armv chefs work- 

0 AMMO DUMPING: Our archive containa 
many stories of national significance. This 
was one of them. - Pages24-25. 

0 ARGENTINA: The Household Dlvislon 
reaches roof of Americas.- Pages 26-27. - 

I ing at Tomlslavgrad in Bosnla have earned I '  a renutation for excellence. and with it U 0 FAMILIES: Meet an ex-soldier who shot 
[ hosiof  unlnvited guests. - pages 22 to success In his business. - Pageg28-29. 
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Ice work, if you can get It. . . Rfn Cllve Butcher of 
the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Green Jackets, takes 
the plunge Into a frozen lake during survlval train- 
ing in northern Norway. The battalion was train- 
ing for Arctb warfare during the annual Exarclse 
Hardfail. After honing individual Aretic skllla, 2 
RGJ ware taking part In Exercise Strong Resolve, 
a full-scale NATO exerclse involving a multi- 

national force in the 1argb.t w i d  weather opera- 
tion of the year. 

The Greenjacketa, normally based at Con- 
naught Barracks in Dover, have endured tamper- 
aturea aa low as minua 25 degrees during their 
tan-week deployment in Norway. And Rfn Butch- 
er's thoughts on his Icy bath: "After ten seconds 
you realise just how w l d  it is. . ." 

MARRIED quarters increase is to be met II 

April 1 by an average 
military ranks UQ to salary and includ- for all be made in full perE;yd-and 2 5 per cent II, _._ 7 4 per cent while the 

m s  are to go up on Pay award to MI from A p d  I 
It ranges b 

ing brigadier is to 
increase by an average of 2.6 
per cent. Some top grades, 
subject to a merent pay 
review, will receive rises aver- 
aging 3.2 per cent. 

But the Armed Forces Pay 
Review Body, whose 1995 rec- 
ommendations were accepted 
rn full by the Government, 
believes the combined effect of 
their recommendations on pay 
and charges will result in an 
overall rise for all pasonnel. 

The increase in MQ charges 
was foreshadowed in last year's 
AFPRB report. In a move to 
reduce the gap between civilian 
comparators and Service equi- 
valents, officers' MQ charges, 
including water and sewerage, 
will go up by eibt per cent, 
other ranks' by five per cent. 

No increase in food charges 
was recommended. 

Unlike the 1994 two-smge 
pay settlement, tbia year's 

dentists are to be the 
subject of a separate report by 
t h e m .  

remains the same, I---. 
service increments am 
London pay are increased h 
the new package, as are addi 
fional payments. Ad&tiona 
pay for parachute j i  g 
insuucton (PJI) is in< 1 
by 11 per cent (from L-...- k 
day to L4.94, while reserve 

Wtule the rate of X 

emmt0p.g.s 
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. .  

lu’re look n o f f - roader  that’s Ily 
prL--- itself, tan, ,,,k at the new Mitsuurahi 
Shogun. 

The Shogun’s pedigree has been tested in the 
most gruelling rallies. lst, 2nd and 3rd in the 
Paris-Cape Town Rally and winner o f  Africa’s 
Atlas Rally. 

Now, the range is more desirable than ever, 

,Is, electric 
WIIIUOWS, eiectricaiiy neatea ana aalustable door 
mirrors, cruise control and central locking are all 
f i t ted as standard. 

And it’s even covered by a 3year 100,000 
kilometre warranty, a 6-year anti-corrosion 
perforation guarantee and a 3-year Pan-European 
breakdown and recovery service. 

ONE HUNDRED and forty 
years of mounted military his- 
tory came to an end in Alder- 
shot last month when 160 
Provost Company, Royal Mili- 
tary Police held its last mount- 
ed duty parade in the town. 

The troop was raised in 
Aldershot in 1855 when caval- 
ry regiments were asked to 
provide “intelligent men of 
sober habits” to act as police- 

Since then, British Army 
mounted military police have 
been active on operations and 
ceremonial around the world. 

Accompanied by a mounted 
detachment of civil police, 12 
horsemen and women, under 
command of Provost Marshal 
Lt Col John Nelson, took part 
in a farewell ceremony at 
Headquarters Southern Dis- 
trict before parading through 
Aldershot.for the last time. 

A final farewell to the entire 
RMP Mounted Troop ~ axed 
as a result of the Defence Costs 
Study ~ was due to take place 
on March 5 during a disband- 
ment parade at Chichester. 

The new Mitsubishi Shogun. On earth, gravel, 
mountain track, or even the King’s Road, there’s 
- th ing quite like it. 

with a choice of engines that includes the 
powerful new 3.5 litre V6  24 valve petrol and 
2.8 litre turbo diesel. 

The new Mitsubishi Shogun Range with a 
and 6-year anti-corrosion perforation guarantee. 

.............................................................................. 

Please send me full information on the Mitsubishi Shogun range. 

Name Address From Page 3 Service part-time force are to 

Lt Col John Nelson and Sgt Major Gerry Russell lead the Royal Military Police Mounted Troop into 
Aldershot for the last time before the unit is disbanded 

Army Lynx in Bosnia 
FOUR Lynx Mark 7 battle- 
field helicopters from 9 Regi- 
ment, Army Air Corps have 
arrived in Bosnia for service 
with the United Nations Pro- 
tection Force. 

The white-liveried heli- 
copters were ferried from the 
unit’s base at Dishforth, North 
Yorkshire on board RAF Her- 
cules C 130 transporters. 

Ground crew and support 
staff, and more than 9,0001b of 

field stores, were also flown to 
the region to establish a for- 
ward operating base. 

And a convoy group of eight 
specialised heavy support vehi- 
cles travelled overland through 
Germany, Austria, Slovenia 
and Croatia. 

Two more Lynx and six 
Gazelles and their crew 
remain on standby at Dish- 
forth. 

Before their departure to 

former Yugoslavia, 9 Regiment 
personnel made use of snowy 
conditions on Otterburn train- 
ing area, Northumbria, to 
sharpen up their driving and 
military skills. 

The aircraft will be based at 
Gornji Vakuf as part of an 
additional United Kingdom 
contribution to UNPROFOR. 
Nineteen more British officers 
have been sent to the region as 
military observers. 

- . . _. . . 
bands are to be introduced for be paid~for the training year 
personnel absent from PJI- completed onMarch 31, 1995. 
related duties for three years. The remaining R Irish HSPT 

Separation allowance is bounties are as recommended 
being uprated by 2.6 per cent. by the AFPRB last year, E385 

New fifth-year bounties of for the first year, E685 for the 
E900 for Volunteer Reserve second, E960 for the third. 
Forces and E l , O l O  for The The remaining TA bounties 

I Royal Irish Regiment Home are L6275, L575 and E850. 

Send to: Export Department 
U.K. - The Colt Car Company Limited, Watermoor, Cirencester. Glos. GL7 1 LF. Tel.: 0285 6557 
Germany ~ The Colt Car Company Limited, 41 374. Bruggen. Tel: 01 0 492 163 7036. 
Falkland islands - Stanley Services Limited, Port Stanley. Tel: 010 500 22622. 

DESIGNED TO BE DRIVEN 

BRIGADIERS pay goes up from 
f55,958 to €57,736 and that of 
colonels with eight years’ ser- 
vice from €50,417 to €51,968. 

A Majors with eight years get 
€34,323 (from €33,317); cap 
tains with six years €26,239 
(from €25,473); and second lieu- 
tenants E13352 (from f12,990). 

A Sergeants on €16,297 will 
recelve €16,766; corporals on 
f13,782 will get €14,164. PrI- 

vates currently earnlng f9,220 
will get an extra €256, taklng 
their basic annual payto€9,476. 
A Pay of the most senior 

ranks is determined by the 
Senior Salaries Review Board. 
Top grades will receive rises of 
between 2.5 and 3.8 per cent. 
A Under the 1995 award, field 

marshals will receive €121,130 
(from €118,179) and generals 
f97,430 (from €95,051). 
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NEWSLINE ' '  ZIPPO LIGHTERS 
ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH 
YOUR REOfMENTAL CREST 

Y&IX 

Special Sword of Peace to be awarded 
is for special operations which 
make the most valuable contri- 
buuon to good relations with a 
community at home or abroad. 

units or operational groupings al. The details are set out in contributions, will continue. 

up to battalion or equivalent 
size may put themselves for- 
ward for the sword. Winners 
will be decided by a committee 

Joint Service DCI 1-11 ,  1995. 
The annual single Swords of 

Peace, awarded since 19Q6 to 
units of all three Services in 

Joint Service units and sub- to include the Adjutant Gener- recognition of outstanding 

WLKINSON Sword has 
announced a special award to 
mark the increase in humani- 
tarian operations by British 
Armed Forces around the 
world. Its new Sword of Peace 

P a r t  I The original petrol 
windproof I ighters. 

Exchange I Guaranteed for life or 
repaired free of charge 

Delivered duty paid UK 
or duty free overseas. 

Signals 
put on 
show for, Minimum engraved 

order 50 
For information on models available with no minimum order 

For fui/ detaiis complete the coupon below andsendto: 
requimmam please tick c 
................................................................................ 

W A ~ ~ T E S L ~ . ,  Wlln DRAWD umoNCENT& 
X(IBUOBROKEGROVE,LWfMAX 

P l ~ s e n d ~ t u l l d R s i b . b o u t h o w t o o b M n Z ~ p o l i g M . n ~ m M d  
wlth my Rogimenial Crest. 

NAME .................................................................................. 
ADDRESS ........................................................................... 
............................. * ................................................................ 
........................................................................................... n 

Left 
or 
right 

their 
Princess 

ARMY signallers showed their 
Colonel-in-Chief, the Princess 
Royal, how they operate when ' 
she paid her first visit to the 
3rd (UK) Division Headquar- 
ters and Signal Regiment since 
it took on its Joint Rapid 
Deployment Force role. 

Since returning from Ger- 
many following Options for 
Change, the regiment has re- 
roled to provide a headquar- 
ters and comms for the 
mechanised 3rd Division. 

The regiment, now the 
largest in the Royal Corps of 
Signals, has five squadrons - 
three (HQ, 202 and 257 
Squadrons) from the previous- 
ly BAOR-based 3rd Armoured 
Division; a detached brigade 
signal squadron (206 Sqn); 
and a trunk squadron (222 
Sqn) descended from the dis- 
banded 22 Signal Regiment. 

Headquarters Squadron and 
the troop names commemo- 
rate battles and deployment in 
which the 3rd Division or ante- 
cedants of its current squad- 
rons have participated. They 
include titles derived from 
Balaclava to the Sword Beach 
landings. 

The regiment played a major 
parr in organising D-Day 50th 
anniversary events in Nor- 
mandy last year. 

Based in Picton and Wing 
Barracks at Bulford, 3 (UK) 
Division Headquarters and 
Signal Regiment also has an 
amphibious, airmobile and air- 
portable capability. 

It is expected to meet a vari- 
ety of contingencies, either as 
part of NATO's Rapid Reac- 

1 
Lt C,. ,-,, Foxiey, commandii.. vllllsI ,, 
panies the Princess Royal a s  s h e  meets Service children during her visit to the regiment at Bulford 

,VR, YI.I~IVII ,.F~Y.,Y~m.sl= -,,, "w,,mm~.mL, dcom. 

AXE POISED Hard pull Best price paid 

for REME EiGHT major generals are to go in U Former WRAC soldier M r s  
the final phase of Army redundan- Alison Mulch, who had to have an 
cies. Details of the final cull will be abortion to stay in the Army and 
revealed as part of the  Front Line was discharged alter becoming 
First manpower cuts announced pregnant again, was awarded 
last year. - iirnes. a b o u t  

ed tocontributetroops compensa- 
up to one battalion tion against 
strength for a United the MOD. - 
Nations peacekeep- Daffy Tefe- 
ing operation in An- 
gola. - Independent. 

U More than 7,000 
animals were used in 
British military experi- 
ments in 1993, to 10 Down- 
according to govern- 
men1 figures. - Inde- an 11th-hour 
pendent on Sunday. bid to save 

U Six women soldiers in their the Cambridge Military Hospital. - 
early 30s have lost the ability to Aldershot News. 
have children. They are victims of U Belgium has announced the 
premature menopause following end of conscription and is to 
Gulf War service. - Today. Three reduce its uniformed services by 
Army nurses claim Gulf War sick- half to 47,000 by 1997. - Times. 
ness has StoDDed them havina U Two members of the Scots 

U Britain is expect- 

Have your own copy 
delivered every 

Lower payment finance 

Second to none service 
* l  
rn 
* C  

FREEFONEfrorn ... - GERMANY 01 30859806 - HOLLAND 06022 9806 - BELGIUM 078 114310 

I- - RECOVERY mechanics from 
the 1st  Battalion REME based 
in Osnabriick spent several 
weeks hosting Exercise Hard 
Pull, a divisional recovery 
camp on Stapel training area. 

Tests covering all aspects of 
their work gave staff an oportu- 
nity to assess soldiers for 
upgrading. The exercise cul- 
minated in a demonstration of 
recovery equipment used by 
the 1st (UK) Armoured Divi- 
sion. Spectators included 
Commander 4 Armoured 
Brigade, Brig Richard Dan- 
natt, and Col Jim Campbell. 
Commander Equipment Sup 
port 1 Armd Div. 

IN ICIC 11 

Name ......................................................... 
Address ..................................................... 

I enclose my chequePO payable to: 
'86Idld 

Send to: SOLDIER SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
ORDNANCE ROAD. ALDERSHOT. HANTS W112W 

@KlT SHOW More than 
20.000 visitors are mected to 

- - _- - -  - -- ---- 
A Re warding Experience m children. An ' MOD spokesmai; Guards have been jailed for life at 

says no medical or scientific evi- Belfast Crown Court for t h e  
dence has been found to support murder of a Catholic teenager in lion Corps (ARRC) or the 

Joint Rapid Deployment Force,,,.the.&m&T . ~ ~ , n ~ ~ ; l y  Mirror 
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up to battalion or equivalent 
size may put themselves for- 
ward for the sword. Winners 
will be decided by a committee 

Joint Service DCI 1-11 ,  1995. 
The annual single Swords of 

Peace, awarded since 19Q6 to 
units of all three Services in 

Joint Service units and sub- to include the Adjutant Gener- recognition of outstanding 

WLKINSON Sword has 
announced a special award to 
mark the increase in humani- 
tarian operations by British 
Armed Forces around the 
world. Its new Sword of Peace 

P a r t  I The original petrol 
windproof I ighters. 

Exchange I Guaranteed for life or 
repaired free of charge 

Delivered duty paid UK 
or duty free overseas. 
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Left 
or 
right 

their 
Princess 

ARMY signallers showed their 
Colonel-in-Chief, the Princess 
Royal, how they operate when ' 
she paid her first visit to the 
3rd (UK) Division Headquar- 
ters and Signal Regiment since 
it took on its Joint Rapid 
Deployment Force role. 
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ters and comms for the 
mechanised 3rd Division. 
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ly BAOR-based 3rd Armoured 
Division; a detached brigade 
signal squadron (206 Sqn); 
and a trunk squadron (222 
Sqn) descended from the dis- 
banded 22 Signal Regiment. 

Headquarters Squadron and 
the troop names commemo- 
rate battles and deployment in 
which the 3rd Division or ante- 
cedants of its current squad- 
rons have participated. They 
include titles derived from 
Balaclava to the Sword Beach 
landings. 

The regiment played a major 
parr in organising D-Day 50th 
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Based in Picton and Wing 
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1 
Lt C,. ,-,, Foxiey, commandii.. vllllsI ,, 
panies the Princess Royal a s  s h e  meets Service children during her visit to the regiment at Bulford 
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AXE POISED Hard pull Best price paid 

for REME EiGHT major generals are to go in U Former WRAC soldier M r s  
the final phase of Army redundan- Alison Mulch, who had to have an 
cies. Details of the final cull will be abortion to stay in the Army and 
revealed as part of the  Front Line was discharged alter becoming 
First manpower cuts announced pregnant again, was awarded 
last year. - iirnes. a b o u t  
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ing operation in An- 
gola. - Independent. 
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British military experi- 
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premature menopause following end of conscription and is to 
Gulf War service. - Today. Three reduce its uniformed services by 
Army nurses claim Gulf War sick- half to 47,000 by 1997. - Times. 
ness has StoDDed them havina U Two members of the Scots 

U Britain is expect- 
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I- - RECOVERY mechanics from 
the 1st  Battalion REME based 
in Osnabriick spent several 
weeks hosting Exercise Hard 
Pull, a divisional recovery 
camp on Stapel training area. 

Tests covering all aspects of 
their work gave staff an oportu- 
nity to assess soldiers for 
upgrading. The exercise cul- 
minated in a demonstration of 
recovery equipment used by 
the 1st (UK) Armoured Divi- 
sion. Spectators included 
Commander 4 Armoured 
Brigade, Brig Richard Dan- 
natt, and Col Jim Campbell. 
Commander Equipment Sup 
port 1 Armd Div. 
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Tailors B.O. Golding Lld. 
I Mllitan Liven and Civl~n.Tailors 

_----------------- 
Our Representative will call at your 

request. Ring (0727) 841321 - 
Fox (0727) 831462 orwrite for details to: 

220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, He& A l l  4 LW 

Name .................................................................. 
Address. .............................................................. 

ticular requirements 
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YOUR DUTCH 
PARACHUTING WINGS 

IN A FEW DAYS! 

Paracentrum Texel organises weekly courses for 
novice parachutists. 

After five jumps you qualify for the internationally 
recognised A-licence and receive the Dutch wings. 

Call your military confact for information and 
prices daily: 

Simon Woerlee 
010 31 2220 11464 

or write to 
ntrum Texel, Postweg 128, 
JS De Cocksdorp, Texel, 
The Netherlands 
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THE FINEST CAR PURCHASE PLAN 
AT HOME AND OVERSEAS s , I  

F 14s affected by handling problems I 
ALL 846 RE44 Army light vehi- 
des had been taken out of ser- 
#ice until a problem associated 
with the handling of the vehicles 
while braking had been rectified, 
h e d  Forces Minister Nicholas 
Soames told the Commons on 
February 9 in response to a ques- 
tion from Shadow Defence Secre- 
tary Dr David Clark. 

The manufacturers, Reynolds 
Broughton Ltd, had proposed a 
modificatwn which was incorpo- 
rated at their expense. “Following 
acceptance into service there 
iave been further technical prob- 
Bms of a similar nature which are 
wing investigated by my Depart-. 
nent inconjunction with the man- 
Jfacturer,” said Mr Soames. 

He said the Army light vehicle 
lieet was currently able to meet all 
ts tasks. The RB44s were bought 
at a wst of about f24 million and 

first deployed in wmmunity matters 
across Government; the range of 

0 . .  
A lance corporal 0 Service families 

enjoy the same civil and three privates 
are awaiting disci- rights as other citi- 

zens to make repre- 
sentations during 
public consultations and and 

Mr Soamestold the Commons on ’ make complaints under the citi- 
February 9. Investigations are zens’ charter. The same rights 

apply to Service personnel pro- 
vided the impartiality of the 
Armed Forces is not compro- 
mised and there is no unautho- 
rised disclosure of information 
obtained in the course of duty; 

0 The estimated cost of mess- 
ing for UK Armed Forces in 1993- 
94wasft42million. 

0 . .  
It is planned to fire AS90 on 

Otterburn Training Area up to 50 

days a year, Defence Under-Sec- 
retary Lord Henley said in a writ- 
ten answer. 

Responding to a question from 
Fd Marshal Lord Carver, Ho,me 
Offke Minister Baroness Blatch 
said the Home Secretary was 
considering, as part of a new 
review, a 1980 recommendation 
of the Criminal law Revision 
Committee relating to the charge 
of manslaughter rather than 
murder being brought against a 
person who kills while using 
excessive force in legitimate Self- 
defence or prevention of crime. 

Lord Carver ObSeNed that the 
15-year delay in effecting the rec- 
ommendation had made Service- 
men liable to prosecution for 
murder, and lite imprisonment, 
when they reasonably believed 
they were doing there duty. 

0 . .  ‘ 

going on into alkged drug 
offences by twoother lance corpo- 
rals and one private. The number 
of personnel investigated repre- 
sents less than one per cent ot 
UK forces in former Yugoslavia. 

In written answers, Mr Soames 
said: 

0 The Government does not 
propose to appoint a minister 
to co-ordinate ex-Service 

. m m  

Unit famlly traditions do not come blgger or 
bater than those of the 1st Battallon, The 22nd 
(Cheshlre) Reglment, currently on duty In County 
Fermanagh, Northem Ireland. And the Hugher 
brothan from Llvwpool aro thaw to prove it. 

Theyere(back,fromloft)eldest brother Sgt Peter, 
who jolned up In 1979 end ncrulted the othen, 
Ple Davld (21) and Cpl Jamee (27); (front) Pte 
John (25) and the “baby” of the famlly, 19-year- 
old Pte Eric. Back home, thelade haverlxrlrtsn. 

M O S ~  o&er events this 
will concentrate on 

but the tournament is 
publicised as “the only 
tion by the h e d  
of  the Allied victory in 

Earls court show will 1 If it’s Rover.. .it’s SCE 
I whcrrvcryou are in the world, ifyou‘re coosidcringa new car, 

wil l  again be a large exhibition 

tournament, The ~ o y a l  from ~ i r  July Force-led 18-29 andactivityareafortheyoung and not-so-young in which vis- 
place for kit 

- Rover Select optionnl purchase 
scheme for buyem 

Services favourites. 

d after sales care 

British Forces. DCTA 
rently dispersed over 
main locations: Andover, 
Bicester, Colchester, D 
Glasgow and Harrogate. 

hs successful pio- 
H o r n  anniver- 
fi computer tracing 
be on hand to put 

show will include the Battle of 
Britain, the Dambusters raid, 
the Blitz, D-Day, the advance 
into Germany, VE Day and VJ 
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IN CHARGE 
Brig Audln Thorp (right) 
has been appointed Com- 
mander 15 (Nonh East) 
Brigade bassd. at York 
Commissioned into the 
Royal Engineers in 1965, he 
was following his father inta 
the w r s .  His grandfather 
was a gunner. Brig Thorp 
has taken over from Br!q 
Chrbtopher Marchant 
Smith who retired ixfp 
Christmas. 

k 
t l  

PEl 

Ull Ill3 

bike. . . - 
UMI an0 mr~donnsono serve in me same regimem, nom me same rank 
and have closely linked jobs. Cad (right) is pipe major - in the rank of 
sergeant - while younger brolher Mark is a drum rnajnr (aim in the rank of 
sergeant) with the Catterick-based Royal Scots Dragoon Guards. Cad is in 
charge of the regiment's 24-strong Pipes and Drums.platm in all musical 
matters, while Mark -with mace - is in charge on the parade ground. 
When not performing as musicians. the brothers and their platoon train as 
tank crewman. 

Sgt Pasr R a ~ l e y  (Lord 



TO READERS of 

rce was 
In 1922 Maj C T “ T a w  Came the war, and in 1939 being harried bac deat it full speed 

a w s t  the N m  , with the &zed determination of 
War Office to approve the . the 110th Cavalry OCTU (no, 200 horses - were eagerly hordes. Imbued with “the cav- running him through with the 

alry spirit”, we 
galloped over the ecall one of our insuuc- 
c r o s s - c o u n t r y  a staff sergeant in the 7th 
course and rode at ars saying: “When you 
dummies with our one of them Nazis, stick 
1 9 0 8 - p a t t e r n  in the balls and stop the 
swords. stard breeding - Sir!” 

Our Bible was were not instructed in 
the latest (and the correct procedure should 
last) issue of the pponent be mounted in a 
fficial .manual, 
:awarry TminiYIg, tinuing the curriculum 

former School of Equi- rbich stressed 
mt “cavalry will we spent hours in the 

tulfil its role only if wm studying the finer 
it makes full use of of horse management 
the mobility con- .. elementary veterinary 
ferred on it by the 
speed and ch equine stoppages as 
endurance of and sainghalt 
horse.” as?familiar as s top  

It laid down that the Bren LMGs - car- 
“in the charge on pack horses, of 

. R ‘4 

Shades of wwdon.. . soldiers on the modem six-month Advanced Hllltlry Equitation Course at the A m y  school of 
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~1 COMBATANT SERVICE MEDAL COMMEMORATIVE 
f CLASPS AVAILABLE 

II I CRIMSON-GOLD-BLUE BLUE-GOLD-CRIMSON 

OBVERSE 8 0 REVERSE 
Madnla ahnwn in lina art fnr clnrihi 1 black 1 

"1 
The first poison gas 

attacks hit Allied soldiers 
near Ypres 80 years ago 

this spring. Gordon 
Skllllng looks at how 

nuclear, biological and 
chemical defence mea- 
sures are taught today. 

Pictures by Mike Perring 

SERV€C% COMklgMoRATfyE8 (Dept S) I P.O. BOX 4. HINCKLEY. LWCESTEWHIRE L E l O  SZT 

CHEMICAL defence has 
improved since British soldiers 
were advised to h o c k  the 
bonom off beer bottles. fdl Centre at Winterboume 

Gunner in Wiltshire plays a 
major role in protecting UN 
Forces to survive and continue 
to operate in the face of possi- 
ble NBC attack. 

It is an internationally 
renowned Pi-Service cenire of 
excellence in this field, dealing 
with all aspects of UKNBC 
policy, doctrine, *nx&m 
and iraining at a lq?& of 
command and st&,<iucluding 
the MOD 

I ~~ 

~ ~~~~ 

them with earth, and breathe 
thmugh the neck. 

Other desperate measures 
lyllus U U I  hu 1 W" d ..Wnl. against German gas anacks in 

April, 1915, included breath- h l h  Id _I H a  h l M n  mnU. 
,,l""ll S r a l  'Npmr. I", m" U, 

R.WN n* t m r &  rii ," psl ing through handkerchiefs, 
sacks or socks which had been , - , ind*chllmilm~ lmi"rp.n~ 

hn a, man. mid"* hemau id  soaked in urine. 
Nn.UYIU I" br  m m3r *I'. 
uhcu *U* *U hr U11 mnald The terror such attacks 
hmdbmih l iL , . Ih i~ulnn induced remains a folk 

c.um mu e." h k w ka  r MOTHERS DAY 
Phone now on UK 0990 100582 
for your Mum's starsign or&z *n"@ h d  lhl, 1"'P"E *,,e 

nmaiom. nlh _I ,Ut' lrml" 
U0 "U* m" "mki b, immliy ,e, 
@ *nh 1 On.? I d @  u l d  I"Yd 
,at onnw ."d #iau FYnlllON 
""d , r u m  14,h 1016 -, ,I UD 
V l K O I I R l l l u h r n ~  

ritish protective equipment teaching NBC officers an$ 
the individual, instructors, plus 

selected specialists, ; 
the sldlls of NB 
defence in orda t 
combat what m 

mu *U hn hrna. *mu 
r n l  fun. mi k, w !m *, 

~mmmJ~w?k&$4 
dw!mmt<smmb,d 
~ ~ * - ' ' k  
*.*h hahl k P " d  "The averam. 

person can accept U$ 
being killed by bul- 
lets or shells, but 
cannot accept us 

being poisoned or 'bugged' to 
technology has death," said Maj Stew Garrick 

suspecang soldiers. 

soldiers from the effecta of 

' , i, 

r 1 

i-" 

coffensive chemical warfare 1926 -where an annual allocg- 

Supponed by 70 civilians, 
.: the military staff of 38 officers 
i and NCOs say that principles 
of what they teach have 

"3!@,.'';. changed little since sNdents The school became a jointgg? $3 
laboriously wrote their notes in Army and Royal Air Fom.,?&; . 
copper-plate handwriting establishment in the late 1946/ 
during the First World War. and the name changed sev+ 

Thosenotes areondisplay in dmes until it became, in 197% 
the cenme's comprehensive the Defence NBC Centre. 8 
museum. Some huts still in use NOW Piservice. it o f f 4  
were erected in 1916 when 
Thomeydown Camp was 
opened as a trench mortar 
school. 

Research was carried out at 
an experimental establishment 
at Ponon Down, but a chemi. 
cal warfare school was esiab- 

tion of more rhan 400 vh capability. 

centofsNdentscomefrom$ 
Army; and 13 per cent fro4 
the RAF. indudin. the RAE 

I 

I PHONE UK 0990 100582 * FOR OUTSIDE THE UK +44 990 100582 I 
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at Ponon Down, but a chemi. 
cal warfare school was esiab- 

tion of more ihan 400 vh capability. 

centofsNdentscomefrom$ 
Army; and 13 per cent fro4 
the RAF. indudin. the RAE 

I 

I PHONE UK 0990 100582 * FOR OUTSIDE THE UK +44 990 100582 I 
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Above - Lt Andrcm M u  
corms up for air - stud.n 
have to endure training In tm 

Fahrenheit In S ~ M  
Babw - Lt Isn Lllvnmce RWF 
and Flying Ofncprr Dave 
Wllliam ot (he RAF Regiment 
are chemical aantrba with the 

peraturea up to 90 degmw 

I NAIADdetector 

. .  

h 

C8pt h v a  Butkr RDG (rlght) wlth hn) ot his Instructor8: Sgt h w  F a y  RLI 
and .?if$ h v a  WIW, RAF Rwiment 

I- ---- vi rsc 
on the kit, it interfere with the 
lmdc 9nd a l m s  &e action 
two down. bonrp, l n s s e a d o f w e ~ i t ~  t h 9  make it IS 

minutes, "he Said. 
On the o h  hand, the 

sprraofhd*&tinIs 
from the PfRt R t I d  Wnr gas 

wkiagdwrndisdichss 
kdtoarrhtctancetorccept 
*. 

Capt Dave Butler 

would be a %mile night 
ma&l in ftlll individual pm- 
tection kit with respirator. Sol- 
diers, he belimes, lepmed 
nothing for their exertions. 

Lasqearhetwkakdhk 
at uaining at BATUS in 
c.aada and applied pn NBC 
overlay to the 6naI fime-day 
exercise. It was a timely visit. 

"It was mnwndously useful 

when it is introduced, thc abil- 
ity ofsoldiers tcimegmeNBC 
with their normal msks is okm 
UIldSf8UOry." 
In both individual comes 

and the battle run, the centre is 
uying to educate soldiem of all 
ranks to integrate NBC 
defence into their defensh 
p o s W  and into all of- 
training. 
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ADDITIONAL PAY Emt ive  in full from April - I, IQ95 
Dally mtea (first stage) 

work atan c&fam~M nature %ZtZ%y * I l n n b  
f f 

9.09 *fiGewpLs 
15.26 All Mlu 
23.w 17% 
21.82 17.95 Norlhem /M 
m.53 17.95 All m*l 
1924 1 795 

ism 1477 
1 477 12.83 
1z.m 10.91 
7.69 6.54 

Gum senica Pay 
L l c o l a n d l h  
vlor 

1 7% 1s.w 

E& U 

r 
B8dcnt. 239 
H i g h  rata 11.44 

f 
4.13 

f 
41 3 

.I 

f 
6.25 
4.58 
3.90 
3.30 

t t 8. ? , I 

f 
9.09 

15.20 
25.05 

f 
3 .u  

f 
434 

f 
3.15 
5.09 

f 
3.15 

f 
450 
9.93 

11.97 

f 
! 

E 
1.73 

f 
6.09 

PW&l& 
All nnlu 

f 
2.82 
s a  2 

3 7.54 
4 1282 
4 12.82 

f 
3.75 
292 

f 
0.80 

"p" 

SAS 

NEW ACCOMMODATION CHARGES " 
OFFICERS COMMISSIONED FROM THE RANKS 
SHORT SERVICE COMMISION (LATE ENTRY) 

Yausol .olBrm*.hom .o. 18 
4 2 y n  12-15yn 15ym+ 

Daily rates wlth effect from Aprlll, lgw 
All ratw W(M. furnbhd quartem 

0 Unless othemise slated, the daily accomrodation charge is inclusive of water/sewerag% charges but exclusive of CouwiI tax 

LENOTH OF SERVtCE INCREMENTS (LSI) 
Daily Rates 

Rmk @Yn 12Yn tsyn l S y n  Pyn 

P n  0.79 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.12 
a m  1.12 1.12 1.12 1.12 
0.78 1.19. 1.36 1238 1Y  

w 
a.% 1.S 1.m 1 .99 1.63 

aoB 1.36 1.68 2.31 2(u 
0.m im 1.96 zai am 

f f f 

0% 1.36 1.69 2.31 2.31 
2 s 
WO1 

f 

73.52 

18s 

3.59 
79.71 

n.79 

m a  
77.47 

f 
1530 
7656 
77.47 
78.m 
m71 
81% 
8om 

E 
m.uz 
m.05 
7l.79 
73.52 
75.28 
7656 
nm 

9507 

Nom*m I N M  
GNdI 

2 3 

5.69 287 

520 2.03 
491 249 
4.62 234 
3.25 1.42 
3.07 1.34 
209 1.25 
2.3 1.26 
2.03 1.19 
2.48 1.11 
247 1.10 
2.32 1.04 
2.18 0.97 
2.13 1.04 
2.02 (LOB 
1.91 0.w 
1.96 0 s  
1.88 0.90 
1.77 . ass 
1.77 0.m 
1 do 082 
1.61 0.78 
1.37 0.67 
1.31 0.04 
1.24 osl 

aoz 3.03 

5.37 zm 

1 
7.22 

644 
6.26 
5.91 
5.56 
4.ol 
3.18 
3.56 
3.46 
3.25 
3.05 
3.05 
2.68 
2.69 

UB 
233 
259 
227 
215 
2.10 
2.06 
1.98 
1.67 
199 
1.51 

sm 

2.m 

4 
0.47 
0.45 
0.42 
0.41 
0.39 
0.37 

0.00 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
00 
0.00 
00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.a 
00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

ono 
om 

F 9.k 

UF a s  
F an 

HF s.00 

HF a14 
UF 755 

F 7.86 
HF 7.14 
UF 6.64 

F 8.72 
HF 626 
UF 5.80 

F 5.89 
w 5.a 
UF 5.07 

F 4.m 
HF 4.32 
UF 4.05 

F 424 
HF 401 

F 382 
HF 3.72 
UF 3.52 

F 3.00 
HF m 
UF 260 

w 3.77 

i 

03.07 03.07 83.07 J 
JUNIOR ENTRANTS 

mw n*. J 
OFFICERS' REGULAR COMMISSION 

(LATE ENTRY) 
D.llynb. 

e 
&e4 
17.27 
1- 
1- 

0 Armage incpaese in dally rptcw is 2.6 p e e n t .  
0 Medical and dsntal otficsrr' pay subject to separate 1 
m k .  # 



I NEW ACCOMMODATION CHARGES 
R a A d d b m a l ~  (@mS&&) 

SooldW. F 0.18 0.16 0.13 am 
w 0.16 0.14 0.11 0.05 
w 0.14 0.12 0.10 0.04 omsm F 0.42 0.37 0.29 0.14 
w 019 0.34 0.27 0.13 
w 0% 0.32 0.25 0.12 

OFFICERS NORMAL RATES ITIUEQS~~~~PIRIW 
NVU miy W.I Rn* satvla 

SOLDIERS RATES 
Class Band 1 2 3 4 

3.88 351 2 s  1.63 
3.24 2.95 2.12 1% 
2.36 2.14 1 s  1.02 
1.37 1.25 0.84 0.86 
1 m 0m 0.75 0.53 

? 
I 
4 

SUI0 
B C A 

f 
21.49 
24.06 
27.96 
32.26 
26.92 
30.63 
35.15 
29.29 
33.19 
37.49 
29.29 
33.19 
37.49 
31.28 
35.19 
39.85 
33.66 
37.57 
42.23 
36.14 
40.05 
44.72 
38.80 

47.37 
42.64 
47.11 
51.76 
45.31 
49.55 
54.23 
59.86 
48.44 
52.71 
58.45 
64.20 
51.66 
55.91 
61.74 
67.47 

42.70 

t 
34.8 
45.41 
48.60 
4780 
4s.m 
50.19 
58.07 
sa.66 
61.22 
6279 
&(57 
m.04 
V.51 

B.52 

79.18 
81.01 
82.83 
e4.66 
86.49 
88.31 

103.90 
106.63 
109.36 
112.28 
115.16 
123.96 
127.34 
130.72 
134.10 
137.48 
155.49 

n.m 
77.35 

4 Band 1 
3 Band 1 

Band 2 
Band 3 

2 Band 1 
Band 2 
Band 3 

1 Band 1 
Band 2 
Band 3 

3 Band 1 
sand 2 
Band 3 

2 Band 1 
Band 2 
Band 3 

1 Band 1 
. Band2 

Band 3 
2 Band 1 

Band 2 
Band 3 

1 Band 1 
Band 2 
Band 3 
Band 4 
Band 5 
Band 6 
Band 4 
Band 5 
Band 6 
Band 7 
Band 4 
Band 5 
Band 6 
Band 7 
Band 4 
Band 5 
Band 6 
Band 7 

E 
21.79 
24.38 
28.26 
32.56 
27.22 
31.13 
35.45 
29.59 
33.49 
37.79 
29.59 
33.49 
37.79 
31.58 
35.49 
40.15 
33.96 
37.87 
42.53 
36.44 
40.35 
45.02 
39.10 
43.00 
47.67 
43.14 
47.41 
52.06 
45.61 
49.85 
54.53 
60.16 
48.74 
53.01 
58.75 
64.50 
51.96 
56.21 
62.04 
07.77 

E 
22.24 
24.63 
28.71 
33.01 
27.67 
31.58 
35.90 
30.04 
33.94 
38.24 
30.04 
33.94 
38.24 
32.03 
35.94 
40.w 
34.41 
38.32 
42.98 
36.89 
40.80 
45.47 
39.55 
43.45 
48.12 
43.59 
47.86 
52.51 
46.06 
50.30 
54.98 
60.61 
49.19 
53.46 
59.20 
64.95 
52.41 
56.66 
62.49 
68.22 

2nd Lt 
U ~.ppolMnml 

+1 yur 
&- 
ta years 
+4 years 

+1 year 
It On appointment 

+2 years 
+3years , 

+4 years 
+5 ynars 
+6 years 
On appointment 
+1 year 
+2 years 
+3 years 
+4 years 
+5 years 
r6 yearn 
+7 years 
4 years 
On appointmen) 
Z19yearsIn rsnw~rv lce  
4121 years In ranklrervlce 
6123 years In ranwwtwce 
8/25 years In ranklsemlce 
on appolntment 
+2 years 
+4 years 
+6 years 
+8 years 

m m d w e e k ? .  rent.Endrates&lnmt ~ ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ l / ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ = " " ~ " ~ .  

Grade Grade Qnd. 

V F - A  

vm B 

b W C  

VF- D M  

V F - V  

Eng-- Nmlhtm lnlnd 

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 
F 17.86 1s.03 11.13 6.79 10.14 8.18 3.75 
HF 16.73 15.05 10.42 6.34 9 s  7.73 3 s  
UF 15.62 14.W 0.m 589 9.02 728 3.33 
F 2439 21.91 1536 9.w 13.57 11.00 5.07 
HF 22.89 2063 14.37 8.50 12.87 10.43 4.81 
UF 21.49 19.35 13.47 7s7 12.17 9.85 4.54 
F 26.53 23.64 16.75 10.01 15.14 1 2 a  5.69 
HF 24.98 22.48 16.07 S.38 1 432 11.63 5.57 
UF 23.24 20.99 14.80 8.75 1350 10.98 5.05 
F 29.05 26.18 18.48 10.86 18.85 13Ag 6 a i  

UF 25.18 a m  15.88 9.36 14.71 1142 5 3 6  
F 37.73 34.18 2368 14.42 10.75 15.89 SA4 
HF 340s 31.80 21.78 13.30 18.47 14.87 SS9 
UF 9u)2 29.M 10.90 12.18 17.1a 13.85 5.99 

HF 27.11 24.44 17.23 10.11 1 5.88 12.71 5.M 
Lt col 

col  

Brig .New fifth-year bounty for bluntear Reserve 
Forcea €000; Royal Irish Regiment Home Service I Part-Tlme Force, €1,010 

FOOD CHARGES 
E 

shM.rdtoodchug. 2.98 
M J t o o d C h W  2.20 

NEW RATES OF PAY FOR THE R IRISH HSFT QUARTERMASTER CATEGORY RATES 
Rank !%SNlCa New dally rates 

On appointment 
6 years WNICB 

mi 
Lt col On appolntment 

14Yeam MNlCe 
:PI } 

3 years S N I W  

f 
m.87 
77.17 
81.80 
93.57 
94.89 GROUP A NRPS - SOLDIERS' NORMAL RATES 

Rank Onappt After3yrs 6yrs wrs 
E f f f 

Ple 28.01 28.11 28.21 28.31 
Lcpl 32.18 32.28 32.38 32.48 

CPl Class 1 41.50 41.60 41.70 41.80 
cp1 ClSDI 2 38.97 39.07 39.17 39.27 

SPt 45.71 45.81 45.91 46.01 
48.05 48.15 48.25 48.35 Ssat 

WO1 65.18 65.28 65.38 65.48 
56.56 56.66 56.76 56.86 WO2 

SOLDIERS R IRISH HSFT (pn WI 2 1 , l q  

Rlnk New dally nb. 
OFFICERS HSFT AND HSPT 

Rank Smh New Mly nb. 
E 

2264 
25.98 
29.07 
32.81 
36.95 
45.36 
50.04 
5264 
82.08 
71.07 

E 
27.35 
29.22 
36Ag 
482 
48.49 
50.78 
52.03 
5390 
81.67 
63.34 
€4.01 
a 8 8  
88.36 

71.98 
782s 
80.20 
8214 
64.09 
88.02 
87.88 
88M 
91 34 
€3.78 

m.oz 

i 
I 
, 
I 

I OFFICER CADETS 

I SOLDIERS R IRISH HSFT ( ~ ~ S I A P M Z ~ , ~ ~  

-A a b 6  sE.teC Rank GROUP B NRPS - SOLDIERS NORMAL RATES 
On appt Ailer 3yrs 

fte 28.01 28.11 28.21 28.31 
32.18 32.28 32.38 32.48 

cp1 Class 2 38.97 39.07 39.17 39.27 

NRPS OF THE TAlADMlN STAFF FOR 
ARMY SECTIONS OF CCF 

Rank *Ice New dally rates 

c 
22.64 
25.96 
29.07 
32.81 
36.05 
45.36 
50.04 
5264 
6288 
71.67 

f 
23.14 
2638 
29.37 
33.11 
37.25 
6 8 6  
mal 
#.M 
6zan n m  

f 
55.50 
80.01 
64.52 
70.43 
75.67 
80.91 
99.30 

On appolntment 
Aner 3 years 

6 years 
On appolnlmmt 

Aller 3 years 
6- 

-spowlM 0 Rlrlsh HSPTbounties-l~v#lr.f385:Zndvear.EB85:3rd 0 Territorial Army bounties - 1st year, f275; 2nd year, 
f575; 3rd year, f850 

21 
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Lt col 
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. . . .  . . their‘ ’ . ‘ * . . .  * .  

‘guests! 
are in 

From Susan Coulfhard 
In Split 

MASTER chef Sgt Paul Bailey 
reckons he gets through 2,500 
eggs, 150 kilos of flour, 300 
lipes of milk and 700 kilos of 
meat in a week - and that’s just 
the basics. 

He was flipping his 100th 
pancake of the day as he spoke 
m the cosy cookhouse at 28 
Engineer Regiment’s head- 
quarters in Tomislavgrad. 

Sgt Bailey has four chefs 
serving with him - he describes 
them as “a superb team” - and 

en*, are a favourite 
on the base, so the 

- very u y  I- B- la nca I re 
engineering mr:; I 
shop constructed a 
griddle out 
armour plate from 
designs drawn up by 
Set Bailev. 

day in TSG 
I 

“I wa; with an armoured 
unit in Germany and that’s 
where I h t  thought of the 
idea. It has adapted well and 
the boys like to have a go and 
do their own pancakes, 
omelettes and fried eggs.” 

Sgt Bailey and his chefs feed 
210 “regulars” every day and 
pmvide for up to 80 more Iast- 
minute guests dropping in 
uninvited. 

“Our biggest challenge is the 
huge variance in numbers that 
we might be asked to cater for. 
Because of where we are [the 
last main base before Route 
Triangle and the mountains] 
the exuas arrive simply 
because the weather prevents 
them going any further. 

“We’ve never let anyone 
down. We have always man- 
aged to feed them and put 
them up for the night.” 

The Tomislavgrad base was 
used for the United Nations 
food d. AU rations orders, 
placed through UN HQ in 
Zagreb to Monte Carlo, were 
ddivered to a cash and carry 
warehouse in Split. 

“We buy it from there on a 
local purchase agreement. It’s 
22 

a long-winded process and 
means planning everything 
three weeka ahead. And we 
only get one delivery a week 
when we used to get three a 
week under the British 
system,” explained Sgt Bailey. 

After getting over the culture 
shock, they found the new 
system worked so well it has 
been extended to the whole of 
the theatre. 

“There haven’t been any 
complaints about the UN 
food. If anything, we’ve had 
nothing but compliments.n 
The chefs have laid on three 

regimental dinner nights so 
far, begging and borrowing 
silver from all over the theatre 
to transform the humble cook- 
house into an ofticem’ mess. 

Everyday meals at TSG are a 
little less lavish, although a typ- 
ical lunch menu o&rs six 
choices of main course. There 
are usually four dishes to 
choose from in the evening. 

Saturdpy night is theme 
night. “It’s the most popular 
meal of the week - so far we’ve 
had German, Chinese and 
curry themes, with fish and 
chips to come.” . -  

Whatever the source of pro- 
visions, chips remain firmly on 
the menu, said Sgt Bailey. 
“The enginexrs work vety 

long hours so we have to 
supply them with substantial 
food. Chips are a perennial 
favourite so we serve them 

every lunch time.” The chefs 
feed Danish, Belgian, Kenyan 
and French mops  as well as 
British soldiers. 

“We have a reputation as the 
best cooks in theatre, which 
could be why we get so many. ’. [ *- . 
visitors.“ .i i , ,  . .,, 

~ 

I (  , . . . ~  . .  

Independent. audit 
to be made of Guif 4 

syndrome findings, 
THE PLIGHT of Gulf War 
veterans who claim their 
health has been damaged by 
service in the Gulf was again 
put under the microscope 
when Armed Forces Minister 
Nicholas Soames announced 
a series of measures designed 
to allay their fears, writes 
Laurie Manton. 

These include an immedi- 
ate increase in the existing 
medical assessment pro- 
gramme and the introduction 
of an independent clinical 
auditor, the Royal College of 
Physicians, to vef i  findings. 

Mr Soames said his depart- 
ment was concerned that any 
serving or former members of 
the Armed Forces should be 
worried about their health 
following service in the Gulf. 

“It was for this reason that 
numerous appeals have been 
made for individuals to come 
forward for a thorough med- 
ical examination under our 
Gulf Medical Assessment 
Programme:’ he said. 

“Under this programme, 
which has been the main 
focus of our investigations 
into the alleged Gulf War syn- 
drome, British Gulf veterans 
receive a full medical evalua- 
tion by military medical spe- 
cialists. Approximately one 
third of the 233 veterans who 
have so far come forward 
under this programme have 
now been assessed and diag- 
nosed, enabling some provi- 
sional conclusions to be 
drawn. 

“Although there remains 
no scientific or medical evi- 
dence of a syndrome, the sub- 
stantial statistical assurance 
which these investigations 
provide now make it appro- 
priate for these preliminary 
findings to be subject to inde- 
pendent verification and pub- 
licised.” 

Replying to a written Par- 
liamentary question, Mr 
Soames explained that the 
Royal College of Physicians 
had been approached to carry 
out an independent clinical 
audit of the MOD’S assess- 

ment programme 
and its results to 
date. 

“It has been our 
intention to make 
public the 
detailed prelimi- 
nary findings of 
the programme at 
an appropriate 
stage, when suffi- 
cient Gulf veter- 
ans have been 
examined, and I 
have agreed with 
the Surgeon Geo- 
era1 that he 
should do so in a 
letter to the 
British Medical 
3ournd after 100 
such assessments 
have been made. 

“I again urge all 
current and 
former Armed 
Forces personnel 
with concerns 
about their health 
as a result of ser- 
vice in the Gulf 
conflict to come 
forward, through their 
normal doctors, for assess- 
ment under the programme. 
For those still serving, I 
repeat my assurance that their 
careers will not be jeopar- 
dised as a result.” 

M I  Soames later announ- 
ced the rate of examination of 
veterans would be increased 
to provide reassurance for 
those worried by “alarmist 
and inaccurate reporting”. 

Other bodies are taking an 
interest. They include the 
Royal British Legion, which 
is backing veterans’ claims for 
war pensions and compensa- 
tion, and a joint Lords-Com- 
mons committee formed by 
Edwina Cume, MP for Der- 
byshire South. 

RBL Welfare Controller 
Col Terry English said the 
Legion knew of 500 individu- 
als who had served in the Gulf 
and suffered ill health since. 

“They are suffering from a 
wide range of serious com- 
plaints, such as cancer, 
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Wg Cdr Blll Coker RAF 
leukaemia and motor-neu- 
rone disease, and minor ones. 

“Our advice, if they have 
left the Service, is to apply for 
a war pension. To date, more 
than 240 have done so and of 
these 118 have been granted 
pensions. We have also 
advised them to go for com- 
pensation, and we have for- 
warded 500 cases to our 
solicitors, who are waiting to 
hear from the Ministry of 
Defence,” he said. 

The Legion has 
written to the 
Armed Forces Min- 
ister and is advising 
those still serving to 
go through the 
normal military 
medical channels. 

“We are open- 
minded about the 
existence of a syn- 
drome, but do not 
know if there is some 
common factor 
which may have mg- 
gered a weakness in 
the body’s immune 
system and exposed 
these individuals to 
these complaints.” 

Speaking at the 
House of Com- 
mons, M r s  Currie 
told Soldier she had 
invited the main 
Service charities to 
be represented on 
the committee and 
that several, includ- 
ing the Legion, 
SSAFA, the Ex-Ser- 
vices Mental Welfare 

Society and the Army Beoev- 
olent Fund had offered sup- 
port. 

She said Wg Cdr Bill Coker 
- who is conducting the tests 
at RAF Wroughton ~ had told 
her that he had seen 78 of the 
230 veterans referred to him. 
Of those, he said 32 per cent 
were suffering from non-life- 
threatening physical condi- 
tions including irritable 
bowel syndrome, Crone’s dis- 
ease, bronchial asthma and 
skin conditions such as acne, 
eczema and psoriasis. 

“Fourteen per cent had 
serious medical conditions, 
Several had kidney disease or 
epilepsy, one has an enlarged 
heart and another has a brain 
tumour:’ she said. 

M r s  Currie said she had 
been told that 28 per cent of 
those seen were suffering 
from Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, while 12 per cent 
had been diagnosed as suffer- 
ing from Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome. 



. . . .  . . their‘ ’ . ‘ * . . .  * .  

‘guests! 
are in 

From Susan Coulfhard 
In Split 

MASTER chef Sgt Paul Bailey 
reckons he gets through 2,500 
eggs, 150 kilos of flour, 300 
lipes of milk and 700 kilos of 
meat in a week - and that’s just 
the basics. 

He was flipping his 100th 
pancake of the day as he spoke 
m the cosy cookhouse at 28 
Engineer Regiment’s head- 
quarters in Tomislavgrad. 

Sgt Bailey has four chefs 
serving with him - he describes 
them as “a superb team” - and 

en*, are a favourite 
on the base, so the 

- very u y  I- B- la nca I re 
engineering mr:; I 
shop constructed a 
griddle out 
armour plate from 
designs drawn up by 
Set Bailev. 

day in TSG 
I 

“I wa; with an armoured 
unit in Germany and that’s 
where I h t  thought of the 
idea. It has adapted well and 
the boys like to have a go and 
do their own pancakes, 
omelettes and fried eggs.” 

Sgt Bailey and his chefs feed 
210 “regulars” every day and 
pmvide for up to 80 more Iast- 
minute guests dropping in 
uninvited. 

“Our biggest challenge is the 
huge variance in numbers that 
we might be asked to cater for. 
Because of where we are [the 
last main base before Route 
Triangle and the mountains] 
the exuas arrive simply 
because the weather prevents 
them going any further. 

“We’ve never let anyone 
down. We have always man- 
aged to feed them and put 
them up for the night.” 

The Tomislavgrad base was 
used for the United Nations 
food d. AU rations orders, 
placed through UN HQ in 
Zagreb to Monte Carlo, were 
ddivered to a cash and carry 
warehouse in Split. 

“We buy it from there on a 
local purchase agreement. It’s 
22 

a long-winded process and 
means planning everything 
three weeka ahead. And we 
only get one delivery a week 
when we used to get three a 
week under the British 
system,” explained Sgt Bailey. 

After getting over the culture 
shock, they found the new 
system worked so well it has 
been extended to the whole of 
the theatre. 

“There haven’t been any 
complaints about the UN 
food. If anything, we’ve had 
nothing but compliments.n 
The chefs have laid on three 

regimental dinner nights so 
far, begging and borrowing 
silver from all over the theatre 
to transform the humble cook- 
house into an ofticem’ mess. 

Everyday meals at TSG are a 
little less lavish, although a typ- 
ical lunch menu o&rs six 
choices of main course. There 
are usually four dishes to 
choose from in the evening. 

Saturdpy night is theme 
night. “It’s the most popular 
meal of the week - so far we’ve 
had German, Chinese and 
curry themes, with fish and 
chips to come.” . -  

Whatever the source of pro- 
visions, chips remain firmly on 
the menu, said Sgt Bailey. 
“The enginexrs work vety 

long hours so we have to 
supply them with substantial 
food. Chips are a perennial 
favourite so we serve them 

every lunch time.” The chefs 
feed Danish, Belgian, Kenyan 
and French mops  as well as 
British soldiers. 

“We have a reputation as the 
best cooks in theatre, which 
could be why we get so many. ’. [ *- . 
visitors.“ .i i , ,  . .,, 

~ 

I (  , . . . ~  . .  

Independent. audit 
to be made of Guif 4 

syndrome findings, 
THE PLIGHT of Gulf War 
veterans who claim their 
health has been damaged by 
service in the Gulf was again 
put under the microscope 
when Armed Forces Minister 
Nicholas Soames announced 
a series of measures designed 
to allay their fears, writes 
Laurie Manton. 

These include an immedi- 
ate increase in the existing 
medical assessment pro- 
gramme and the introduction 
of an independent clinical 
auditor, the Royal College of 
Physicians, to vef i  findings. 

Mr Soames said his depart- 
ment was concerned that any 
serving or former members of 
the Armed Forces should be 
worried about their health 
following service in the Gulf. 

“It was for this reason that 
numerous appeals have been 
made for individuals to come 
forward for a thorough med- 
ical examination under our 
Gulf Medical Assessment 
Programme:’ he said. 

“Under this programme, 
which has been the main 
focus of our investigations 
into the alleged Gulf War syn- 
drome, British Gulf veterans 
receive a full medical evalua- 
tion by military medical spe- 
cialists. Approximately one 
third of the 233 veterans who 
have so far come forward 
under this programme have 
now been assessed and diag- 
nosed, enabling some provi- 
sional conclusions to be 
drawn. 

“Although there remains 
no scientific or medical evi- 
dence of a syndrome, the sub- 
stantial statistical assurance 
which these investigations 
provide now make it appro- 
priate for these preliminary 
findings to be subject to inde- 
pendent verification and pub- 
licised.” 

Replying to a written Par- 
liamentary question, Mr 
Soames explained that the 
Royal College of Physicians 
had been approached to carry 
out an independent clinical 
audit of the MOD’S assess- 

ment programme 
and its results to 
date. 

“It has been our 
intention to make 
public the 
detailed prelimi- 
nary findings of 
the programme at 
an appropriate 
stage, when suffi- 
cient Gulf veter- 
ans have been 
examined, and I 
have agreed with 
the Surgeon Geo- 
era1 that he 
should do so in a 
letter to the 
British Medical 
3ournd after 100 
such assessments 
have been made. 

“I again urge all 
current and 
former Armed 
Forces personnel 
with concerns 
about their health 
as a result of ser- 
vice in the Gulf 
conflict to come 
forward, through their 
normal doctors, for assess- 
ment under the programme. 
For those still serving, I 
repeat my assurance that their 
careers will not be jeopar- 
dised as a result.” 

M I  Soames later announ- 
ced the rate of examination of 
veterans would be increased 
to provide reassurance for 
those worried by “alarmist 
and inaccurate reporting”. 

Other bodies are taking an 
interest. They include the 
Royal British Legion, which 
is backing veterans’ claims for 
war pensions and compensa- 
tion, and a joint Lords-Com- 
mons committee formed by 
Edwina Cume, MP for Der- 
byshire South. 

RBL Welfare Controller 
Col Terry English said the 
Legion knew of 500 individu- 
als who had served in the Gulf 
and suffered ill health since. 

“They are suffering from a 
wide range of serious com- 
plaints, such as cancer, 

Y 

Wg Cdr Blll Coker RAF 
leukaemia and motor-neu- 
rone disease, and minor ones. 

“Our advice, if they have 
left the Service, is to apply for 
a war pension. To date, more 
than 240 have done so and of 
these 118 have been granted 
pensions. We have also 
advised them to go for com- 
pensation, and we have for- 
warded 500 cases to our 
solicitors, who are waiting to 
hear from the Ministry of 
Defence,” he said. 

The Legion has 
written to the 
Armed Forces Min- 
ister and is advising 
those still serving to 
go through the 
normal military 
medical channels. 

“We are open- 
minded about the 
existence of a syn- 
drome, but do not 
know if there is some 
common factor 
which may have mg- 
gered a weakness in 
the body’s immune 
system and exposed 
these individuals to 
these complaints.” 

Speaking at the 
House of Com- 
mons, M r s  Currie 
told Soldier she had 
invited the main 
Service charities to 
be represented on 
the committee and 
that several, includ- 
ing the Legion, 
SSAFA, the Ex-Ser- 
vices Mental Welfare 

Society and the Army Beoev- 
olent Fund had offered sup- 
port. 

She said Wg Cdr Bill Coker 
- who is conducting the tests 
at RAF Wroughton ~ had told 
her that he had seen 78 of the 
230 veterans referred to him. 
Of those, he said 32 per cent 
were suffering from non-life- 
threatening physical condi- 
tions including irritable 
bowel syndrome, Crone’s dis- 
ease, bronchial asthma and 
skin conditions such as acne, 
eczema and psoriasis. 

“Fourteen per cent had 
serious medical conditions, 
Several had kidney disease or 
epilepsy, one has an enlarged 
heart and another has a brain 
tumour:’ she said. 
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,he deep 
reported today that Commons on the disposal of tons the amount of bombs, 

British Army was dumping munitions at sea (sec panel). ammunition and explosives 
demned ammunition in the Beaufort Dyke - ''Dnvy jettisoned into the Irish Sea 

since 1946. 
Two Royal Army Ordnance 

Corm corwds, both of them 

ea there would be an 
and almighty outcry. 
times have chanaed. 

Jones's Lodra" to the crew of 
Tank Landing Craft No 406 - 
lies off the coast of south-west 

ing craft, he did so with the 
blessing of the MOD and the 
co-operation of the Army. 
His %coop" of nearly 40 

years ago was brought into 
focus by Armed Forces Minis- 
ter Nicholas Soames's recent 
statement in the House of 

Scotland. It is an enormous 
hole under the Irish Sea, 130 
fathoms deep, seven miles long 
and two wide. 

Grove, soon to become 
editor of S e ,  and camera- 
man Frank Tompserr watched 
men of the Royal Pioneer 
Corps tip 90 tons of mortar 
bombs, fuz.=s, 25-pounder and 
40mm rounds over the side. It 
brought to ne& a million 

ammunition examiners, stood 
by an the lOOlb mtes were 
heaved overboard. They cur- 
ried bat-hooks to retrieve any 
that burst open and floated. 

"On the bridge, the skipper 
surveyed the scene intently. 
His crew - members of the 
Royd Army Service Corps' 
fleet- stood by with fire hoses 
in case of acadents." 
An hour later LC 406 was 

condemned ammunition which haw bsen wing abosrd a vfwel  by cram 
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sming COUIse for 
Caunryan Port, her 
home port two 
hours away on the 
eastern bank of 
Loch Ryan in Wig- 
townshim. 

For 12 yeata, 
m t e  John Gmve, 
Beaufort Dyke had 
swallowed nearly ell 
the three Services' 
condemned ammu- 
nition which could 
not be disposed of 
by any other means. 
Every day, weather 
permitting, RASC 
dumping craft set 
out from Caimryan 
on Scotland's west 

hrriog the previ- 
par more than 

60,000 tons, includ- 
i n g t h e R o y a l A i r  
Force's heaviest 
bombs, had been 
---signed to the sea. 

.-. cargoes were 
taken 300 miles out 
into the Atlantic and 

k. Ships which 
known better 

s were loaded 
1 chemical muni- 

..-A and scuttled 
far out in the ocean. 
One such vessel, 

---st. 

hpeciauydanger- 

Above - Dumping m r n p b ,  the sklppu, Cap1 F Yurny, and Cpl J 
Psrklluon RAOC, ammunitlon axsmlner. countorsign I cdrutlcate 
declaring all ammunition hss bssn &oly jeltlsoned 

laden with mustard gas shells, 
was the E m  A&%&, the 
vessel on which Charlie Chap 
lin made his film Z k  Gdd 
Rush. 

Only the best Pioneer Corps 
seamen were used for these 
longer voyages which WUM 
take three to four days. 

Caimrypn, built by the 
Royal Engineers in 1942 in 
case the Merseyside or Clyde 
docks were destroyed by 
Oannan bombers, was then 
the only deepen  port between 
Barrow rind, Glasgow, and the 

Folkwing its sale in 1961, 
Anng'sonlypQlr. 

the dumping OperatiL- ..as 
moved to Marchwood military 
port near Southampton. 

Cross chmnel femes operat- 
ed a daily service from Cairn- 
man to Northern Ireland durinn 

LeR - Ammunition ovarboardl P l o m n  on a landing cratt ton 
a n o t k  consignment Into Boautori Dyke. lko corporal ammunl- 
Hon eumlrwn of the RAW keep a watchful eye 

Minisuy of Supply as a ship- 
breaking yard. Two battle- 
ships, the Ramillies and Valiant, 
ended their days there. 

The vessels used for dump- 
ing - three tank l and i i  craft, 
two coasters and a trawler - 
were operated by 99 Company 
RASC (Water Transport), part 
of the RASC fleet. 

While the RAOC ran the 
Operation, the men who han- 
dled and dumped the ammuni- 
tion belonged to 13 Company 
RPC ._ >. 

They were provided with 
dutne coats, rubber boots and 
waterproof dotbing. To pre- 
vent them being washed over- 
board in very rough seas, they 
were tied to ropes lashed to the 
rails. RAMC medics accompa- 
nied every vessel. 

All munitions arriving at 
Cairnryan was inspected by 
ammunition experts from the 
Explosives Disposal Wing of 

the RAOC who also gave tech- 
nical advice on how it should 
be handled, and accompanied 
vessels to Beaufort Dyke. They 
also destroyed explosives - 
mostly cordite - at nearby 
Luce Bay. The Pioneers prc- 
vided the labour as up to 50 
tons of cordite was burned a 
week. 

"Beaufort Dyke is likely to 
go on serving as an ammuni- 
tion graveyard for many years," 
Grove noted. In fact, it ceased 
in 1973. 
AU deep sea dumping came 

to an end in October, 1992 
when the practice was aban- 
doned following the Paris Con- 
vention of that year. 

Today, redundant ammuni- 
tion is disposed of by demoli- 
tion or open burning. No 
stocks of chemical munitions 
have been held in Britain since 
the Atlantic dumping8 ended 
inthemid-1950s. - 

the Second World 
War and part of the 
D-Day Mulberry 
harbour was built 
there. 

With its own rail- 
way and dockside 
cranes, Caimryan 
was ideal for ammu- 
nition dumping. In 
the early years, 
reported S o a r ,  as 
many as six Army 
craft a day sailed to 
Beaufort Dyke. 

The operation 
continued even 
when, from 1946 to 
1950, the port was 
taken over by the 



the ascent of Aconcagua, 
the highest mountain in the 

rTHE Household Dlvision'a 
Roof of the Americas exw- 
ditlon began more than a 'outhbound I-  to the HorL SouthernAmericaS. 
year ago. Led by Cap John 
Warhurlon-Lea. It Is now 

For almost all of the 
2.000-mile trip through the Arctic tundra. The lour- The fourth team ventured 

~ 

making Its way across the ney south to the Horn iook deep into the Guyanese 
Patagonian Ice-cap to Cape the second team to Mt Jungle on foot and by boat 
Horn on the final leg of the McKlniey, the highest to find the source of the 
slx-phase mission. mountain in North America, Mararuni, while the gru- 

The great adventure while the third part kayaked eliing flfth leg was in two 
began from the northern- and rafted the entire 225- parts, a 4,000-mile trek 
most tip of Alaska with a mlie length of the River Col- ) through South America 
2,000-mile journey by dog- orado as It flows through from the jungles of Ecuador 
sied and snowmobile round the mighty Grand Canyon. I to Argentina, followed by 

Peru, the travellers Zuck to 
the coastal desert strip, as 
much to avoid the resident 
drug barons as the Maoist 
terrorist organlsation 
known as the Shlnlng Path. 

From Peru, the expeditlon 
crossed Bolivia Into 
Argentina. 
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Summit success caps Argentina3 
laid on for membus of headaches, vomiting 

and brrahlessncss - 
team to ten at this 
point, accompanied 
by seven Cazsdom 

enter the country 
since the end of the 
Falklands War. 

A IARGE sign at the customs post pro- 
chiming "Lar Mal& son Argenths" did 
nothing to russuw the small party of British 
soldiers as thev crossed the border from 

,{, :,a 
,,, 

?'I ,! .4 

Gdsm Neil Lnurie made it across. but had 
to give up. Maj Hemnndn and expedition 
lcadu Capt John Warbmon-Lee nobly 
offcred to lead him back to safety. 

It took Capt Richard Gpfspey and Cpl 
Dough Wilson, and the five Kmnining 
Cazadom, mting every four or five paces, 
another four hours to reach the small cross 
on the summit. 

For Richard Ga5ey it was a pardcularly 
tine &or%. He had becn one of only duee to 
make it to the top of Mt McKinley. 

0 Members of the sixth and final team 
were travelling south to Patagonia to trek 
and mountaineer before sailing through the 
Suaits of MagcuPn and the Beagle Channel 
to Cape Horn, final destination of the Roof 
of the Americas expedirion. 

iF;/ Bolivia. 
8 ,  1! This was the start of the second le= of 

phase h of the Household Division's &bi- 

The soldias w u e  told they would not be 
permitted to camp in the counrryside or at 
fivilian s i te  but would have to spend each 
night in a military barracks. 

However, early apprehension about the 
reaption they would rcceivc was quickly 
and comprehensively dispelled. 

The Argentinian0 could not have been 
more helpful, nor their hospitality more pn-  
mus. Enormous mditional barbecues were 
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tious Rcmf of the Amerifas cxpedition. 
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Although none of the Roof of the Americ- 
us' soldiers had fought in the Felkhds, 
them were among them representatives from 
each of the Household Division regiments 
involved in the war. 

Wherever the British came into contact 
with the Argentinian military, a rapport was 
quickly established. 

Far from being sensitive about the con- 
flict, they fiwpently appeared eager to UlL 
about it. 

One junior oEicer geve a faxinecing 

guides. The fist pace took its toll and four 
more expedition members - two of them by 
now vomiting uncontrollably - turned back, 
acoompanied by a guide. 
At about 20,oooR one more had to give in 

to the altitude, leaving four British and six 

To reach the shelter of the Canaletta, jnst 
1,SOMt below the summit of Aconcagun, the 
remaining dimbers had to defy blasts of 
wind which threatened to blow them off an 
exposed ridge line. 

Algentiniians to pms on. 

account of being taken out of basic mining try m Puente del Iuca in the Andes, where 
to command a platoon of similprfy unasiwd 'tacy were w e l c o d  by Maj Jose Heman- 
conscripts with whom he fought in rbee da, commander of the Compnnin de 
major battles before being cspcurcd. 
A healthy rrplrree developed between the SpeciOliMs with whom the expedition was to 

twocamps,andtheBritishsoldiers€ound .aainandacclimatisebeforeauemptingthc 
little di&rrnce between their own infantry 
andcavalrybarracksandthoseoftheirhosts. Thc CsFIltmCs phnned a fast ascent, 

The expedition's objective in Argtnh chbing S,000ft&mNido de Condores to 
wasMountAconcngw,at20,32~~Mgh- mC mp cm a ihmndt day which began in 
nrtinthewrstemhemi+cnc, Gcttiugtlurr COM at 4am. 
involveda 1,10&miledriveacros,theooup - in the form of acute 

..?c.zsdorrs, &gcntina's military climbing 

I summit. 



iulf 
illness 
cause 
raises 
wider 
issues 

TWO hours of purethe- 
atre." That's how Edwina 
Currie MPdescribedthe 
Commons Defence 
Committee's hearing on 
so-called Gun War syn- 
drome. 

I talked to her after 
the meeting broke up 
and she appeared to be 
fired up by the morn- 
ing's evidence. Mrs 
Cunie has been follow- 
ing the story since it first 
appeared and has 
promised to appear on 
my BFBS Counterpint 
programme. 

I was asked receniiy 
on a radio programme if 
I thought it was worth 
the high-profile it was 
getting. I think so, but 
not for the reasons in 

the presenter's mind. with the Treasury, but I 
Whether the veterans think there's a bigger 

prove their case or not, batne in the back 
the main point for me is ground. There has been 
the raising of much said in the 
a w a r e n e s s  papers about the 
among dvilians of way the men at 
the price paid by the top of the Ser- 
those who serve. vices manage (see PW 23) their budgets. 
* a *  I may be wrong, 
In an interview but I can't believe 

given to The York- that our senior 
shire Post, Fd officers signed up 
Marshal Sir Peter for the lure of an 
Inge, Chief of the accountant's life. 
Defence Staff, said he 
saw the restoration of 
confidence -for which I 
read morale - as one of 
his top priorities. 

He tied his comments 
to what he sees as the 
on-going funding battle 

* * a  
The next few m t h s  

will see an outbreak of 
nosialgia as we pay trib- 
ute to those who had 
their lives cut short by 
war. We in the world of 
the Anned Forces will 

promise never to forget 
and will pledge our- 
seives to honouring the 
men and women who 
serve. But will we? 

SSAFA created not a 
few w a w  in the world 
of advertising with their 
hard-hitting campaign 
highlighting the need to 
care for ex-Service 
people. In one film 
members of a family are 
seen anxiously averting 
their gaze from a young 
man at the dinner table. 
As ihe camera swings 
round we see him trying 
to cope with his false 
hands. 

It sums up the attitude 
of thwe who haven't 
really understwd the 
gin given to all of us by 

those who take the risks. 
' . .~ We honour them in prin- 

i j  

'>, ciple. butthe realii is too 
j: $ uncomfortable. 
..q~; The reality of honour- 
. s ing Service people 

- - means making them feel 
valued and respect& 
maintaining traditional 
rank and pay structures; 
not subjecting them to 
endless reviews; and 
housing them properly 
and treating their wives 
with respect. 

a * *  
The Federation of 

Army Wives' access 10 
highly placed people is 
much envied by others. 
At a meeting with Mike 
Robinson, head of the 
Defence Housing Execu- 
live. it was suggested 

I 
--I STAY in t----" 

SERVICE personnel are 
being U@ U, make sure 
their families, home and 
abroad, are aware that 
STD codes to United King- 
dom telephone exchanges 
change on April 16. 

After that date it will be 
impossible 10 get through 
on the old codes. New 
codes are simply the old 
code prefixed by 1. 

Thus the dial code for 
London (0)7t -or (0)61 - 
bemmes0171-or0181- 
and from Germany.0044 
171 ; for Cheltenham 0242 
becomes 01 242 and from 
Germany 0044 1242. 

STD codes and tde- 
phone numbers in Leeds, 
Sheffield, Nottingham. 
Leiarster and Bristol will 
change completely, num- 
bers increasing from six to 
seven digits. 

Lede: 0532 changes to 
01 13 (from Germany 0044 
113) plus seven digit 
number beginning with 2 

Shaffleld: 0742 chan- 
ges to 0114 (from Ger- 
many 0044 114) plus 
sawn diiit number begin- 
ning with 2; 

Nottlnghnm: 0602 cha- 
nges to 0115 (from Ger- 
many 0044 l t5)  plus 
seven digit number begin- 
ning with 9; 

Lelce8te.r: 0533 chan- 
ges to 0116 (from Ger- 
many 0044 116) plus 
seven digit number begin- 
ning with 2; 

Brlstol: 0272 changes 
to 0117 (from Germany 
28 

0044 117) plus seven digit 
number beginning with 9. 

The 010 prefix used in 
the UK for making intema- 
tional calls changes to 00 
(the prefix to Germany 
changesfrom01049 to00 
49. After Phoneday, UK 
telephone users using the 
old 010 orefix for intema- 
tional cais will not be con- 
nected. 

Chmmgd status 
UNITS have been remind- 
ed of the need to change 
the marital status of single 
parents following ministeri- 
al approval of a new policy 
which entities single par- 
ents to Service family 
ammmodation and other 
associated benefits. 

cornnut.tlon 
MANY officers are con- 
fused about how transi- 
tional arrangements for the 
phasing out of life commu- 
tation will affect them. 

The basic principle of 
the phasing out arrange- 
ments was that those in 
service on or before March 
31, 1976 would.remain eli- 
gible for the optin of life 
commutation, anhough 
only reckonable service up 
to April 6, 1980 would be 
used to assess their enti- 
tlement under this form of 
cornmutation. 

Resettlement and life 
commutation are alterna- 
tive schemes and person- 
nel are not normally 
pertnaed to commute 

under both at the same 
time. Only officers whose 
last day of service is before 
April 6, 1996 will be 
allowed to do so. providing 
the maximum amount is 
taken out under resettle- 
ment commutation. 

Mficers whose last day 
otservicaisApril6.1996w 
later have the following 
options: 

0 Take resettlement 
commutation, which will 
bar them from taking life 
commutation until the age 
Of 5 5  

OTake life commute- 
lion, which will prevent 
them from ever taking 
resettlement commutation. 

Course refunds 
A NEW system for claim- 
ing partial refunds of exam 
or education fees paid to 
civilian bodies is to be 
brought in on April 1. 

Under it. claims will be 
paid automaticaliy through 
individual pay amunts. 
doing away with the cur- 
rent method which is seen 
as labour intensive and 
lacking adequate controls. 

Aqplicants will need to 
obtain authority for the 
course from the local 
Gmup Education Officer 
(GEO) and submit an AF 
09578 form to the GEO on 
completion of the course. 
The GEO then authorises 
the payment and returns 
the claim to the individual's 
parent unit which dispatch- 
es it to the Pay Office. 

UlN mmlndor 
PAY offims are reporting 
an imease in the number 
of units failing to apply for 
sub unit identity numbers. 
which could lead to a delay 
in the update of pay and 
records. 

R r l l y  Cmdlt 
FAMILIES with a total 
income of 1885 that f73 a 
week and not more than 
f3.000 in savings are eligi- 
ble for full Family Credit 
(FC) of f56.50 a week. 
Families with an income of 
morethan f73 willgelless. 

To be eligible, the 
claimant (or the claimant's 
partner) must be working 
at least 16 hours a week; 
support a child under 16 
(or 19 if in full time educa- 
tion): and have total sav- 
ings (daimant and partner 
taken together) of less 
than f8,OW. 

Example 1: One child 
under 11 - (f45 for 
claimant plus f i t  .40 for 
child net earnings about 
E70 a week), FC about 
f56.50 a week. 

Example 2: Two chil- 
dren aged four and six - 
(f45.10 for claimant plus 
f i t  .40 per child; net earn- 
ings about E90 a week), 
FC about f64 a week. 

Example 2 Three chil- 
dren aged three, six and 
nine- (f45.10 for claimant 
plus ft1.40 per child net 
earnings about f l W  a 
week), FC about f60.40 a 
week. 

there should be a liaison 
committee to help feed 
comment on housing 
from wives directly to the 
top. 

This is excellent news. 
Sherie Wiiliams Ellen, 

the FAW administrator, 
says she will pass on any 
comments about housing 
and I will field them. Write 
to me, at the address 
below, in complete confi- 
dence and I will pass 
your queries and sug- 
gestions to FAW. 

It is a unique chance to 
let the Housing Execu- 
tive know what you think. 

OCerl Robetis pi% 
. senta Counmqwlnt on 

BFBS har at BFBS, radio. BFPO Wrlte 786; to 

or do SoldW. 
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Colin's feat 
of cl--- - - -  [T -- w 3 F U 
off in time 
Redundancy under 
Phase 1 of Optlons has, 
eltor s shaky mti, pald 
dlvldenda for a former 
wsrnnt offlcar with The 
Klng's Hussars. Phll 
Wllcox reports on how s 
k lgh t  businear him 
has, Ilhmlly, "taken 
fllght". 

THE BARBOUR and 
wellies brigade was out in 
force at Germany's Sen- 
nelager Training Centre, 
riRes at the ready and alert 

nventional launcher at 
rent positions. speeds 
angles 

'It is very competitive 
d very addictwe." says 

eponymous Colin Hands-on Clayton. whose Warring- he1 p wanted ton-based firm IS also in 

IS on the clays aa g u m  prapare to fire a 
summer ball at Government House, Aldanhot 

A "HANDS-ON pilot ven- Business Partnership 
lure for up to 50 children would like to hear from 
wim moderate or mild anyonewhocangiveupa 
learning difficulties is day to help. Areas he is 
being planned for the interested in include fauit- 
Princes Hall, Aldershot on finding ing a small in vehicles, printing operat- press. 
npril26. 

Schoolchildren from preparing a rwm in a 
Basingsioke, Bordon and hotel, sugaring and 
Fambrough are to be putting jam in doughnuts, 
given a taster of $ 4 ~  they potting plants, and so on. 

Contact Roger at The may consider when they 
leave formal education. Bury, Odiham. Hants 

, Organiser Rcpr  Buck RG25 tNB (tei 01256 
of Hampshire Education 701 294, tax 703 955). 

for the target. 
sound A bang, of something followed by shat- the 

tering, indicated a suc- 
cessful But this shot. was no ordinary 

day pigeon shoot . . . it 
was being held inside the 
mess. And there was no 
whiff of cordite in the air. 

Clayton's Lasersport 
was holding one of its 
increasingly popular target 
shwting evenings. 

At the drop of a colonel's 
tors napkin, could the have five swapped competi- 

the five static targets (A5- 
size boxes), which appear 
at random on a screen, 
and retired outdoors. 

There, they could have 
taken pot-shots at flying, 
luminous clays, fired from 

demand for daytime 
'"shwts". 

Until 1992, he was more 
familiar with an Army rifle 
than the specially adapted 
12-bore shotguns - each 
firing a harmless infra-red 
beam-fromwhich henow 
makes a profitable living. 

Joining the Army from 
schoolat 15, hecompleted 
his training in 1973 and 
stayed wiih the 14W2Olh 
King's Hussars, reaching 
the rank of warrant officer 
before taking redundancy 
three years ago. 

A leisure management 

4 I 

iormar fwtbaIIar dltto as Colin Clsyton and SI; 
Bobby Charlton launch a serler, of natlon-wida 
buslnsss gamas organised by the Mar 's  company, 
at which Colln's shooting games wsre teatured 

course anended as part of 
his resmlement package 
shaped his future. 

The lecturer intrigued 
Colin by extolling the 
virtues of the laser shoot- 
ing systems developed in 
Great Britain by manufac- 
turers and distributors 
Powarcom (UK) Limited. 

"Some months later, 
while i was on job experi- 
ence in a leisure centre in 
Warrington, I went U, Birm- 
ingham and saw the 
system at first hand. 

"WRhin two months I 
had invested more than 
f15.000 on an outdoor 
shooting system: 

The indoor . ve&n 
costs about f5,WO extra. 

Colin had allowed him- 
self f20.000 out of his 
redundancy money to help 
start his business. 

In hindsight, he says, 
that should have been 
f3O,OW, with, apart from 
working capital, money set 
by for items such as a trail- 
er to w r y  the r-":-ient, 

Jres computer, fax, 
and insurance. 

He approached his I 
Business Venture. OM 
ed a government grar 
f1,200 and anended 
cwrses on running a t  
ness. 

n was, how 
going et first. 

Win's solution was to 
put on free shows for 

breweries and leisure cen- 
tres, plus some charity 
evenis. He grabbed at any 
bwkings that came his 
way. 

With mixed weather and 
high ground rent his first 
summer was not quite a 
disaster, but heswore then 
that he would would wait 
forthe rightoffe rsinfuture. 

Colin invested more 
money in night shoot and 
indaor systems. 

On his first outing with 
the new venture he 
received seven bookings 
on the spot, and such was 
the impact that it had paid 
for itself within a month. 

Since then he has gone 
from strength to strength. 

Apart from entertaining 
at four officers' mess 
summer balls and anend- 
ing the open day of The 
King's Regiment in Houn- 
slow, Colin travels regular- 
ly to bases in Germany. 

"It's entertainment with 
a difference." says Colin. 
"and tailor-made for Army 
and other Forces person- 
nel and their families." 

Should anyone in 1 
Forces be interested 



FQR MOW3 than 200 years 
the kilt as asuldids ~ p m ~ n t  
h.s imritea controvmy. It Bns 
bem admit&% daided, out- 
lawed and rcprkved. Colonels 
=lhigb~mmpndas,ldnos 
andqueenshavebeendrsaa 

Afm the 1745 Jpcobia 
rhg, the kilt wea 

b.nncd mmugkout 
Britpin-uccptfor 
soldiasandin1757 
t h e W U o r s C e ~  
rhe 5Iat of many 
aftempm to abolish 
the garment in High- 

lMdIWimenw 
It was forbidden m the 78th 

W S  nwlandm) whm 
~IaadcdinNorthAmcricp 
rbt year on the grounds thnt 
"it Wpsunlit forthe sewre win- 
ma and hot summers in thnt 
away*. 
In his Shmhes of the Kih-  

lasdm, Gen S t e w n r t O f G p r r h  
amta: "The of6cns Md 801- 
rtienvehementlypm teared... 
and cplon+l h a  errplpkred 
fo the Commpndrr-in-chief 
the stmng irachmenr which 
the men ChaiShGd to their 

quem that might be aqrectcd 
to follow if aey were deprkd 
of it. 
"Thc repmentation wea 

s u d . .  . Awere.Llowcd 
m wear the sgi, of ourfomers 
and in the course of six winten 

c 

M e O d  dCCM and the MaM- 

thc 71ni Regimeat told th; 

. .. 

-*11111 

-'W - 1  
I 



Veterans' group 'seeks independent investigation 

_ -  appi,, ad L.. Suez 
PTE Lee Clegg U unlucky. His 
plight could have happened to 
any soldier d o i i  a duty in an 
nta wher+ merc were terror- 
ins. 

orders for 'kgidmatg" 
opnins fk which protect 
born soldier and peacaful citi- 

The 1110.1 rrcent &om report- 
ed in n s d d  mwspnpen M 
riddledwithhphdesaadd 
get more ofour men shot. 

GUURicommandasinthC 
SUQ C a d  Zone used m sum- 
&e orders given to amtries 
by saying rrmm fk was only 
officially authorised if your 
head was blown off, and only 
then rf you could ensure that 
your shot n m  left the camp 
confmesl 

Let's face it, poops in such 
drcumstpoces should be 
judgd by a di&rent set of 
ruks than those which normal- 
ly apply and, in all cases, a man 
on a c h q c  - ifoneneeds tobe 
raised - should be mated sgm- 
p.thedCayl and giom the ben- 
efit of nay doubt. - C L 
Gddcr. Bolton. 

zen are impoasii to devise. 

HvE&sinaPte Lee Clegg was 
found & of mu&r and 
gaoled I bvc given ermsider- 
sble thought to the sy8m that 
fdlcd him. 

It is a trpvcoty of justice that a 
soldier is pi*.en a gun and told 
to conml a sintation 

against tbc soldier, as anyone 
who has tried to implement 
rhem would agree. 

IKetheMinimyofDefence 
is h.vine yet pnotha go at 
altering the Yellow Card. I 
reckon I can help them hue if 

m e v &  
where civil authori- Wlnttogetr;, 
tics&-in Being pripswirbtha 
their hand, then for situation by 

hPzsrdous ckum- much fun bcoadcas t :  
sfsnm. "Tarnrim are 

I served in the o w m m l e i n  
Sua canal Zone in 
the early 19508, where there 
was a similar situntion in some 
respecrs and, by the gmce of 
God, came out unscnrhed. 

Ex-Sgt K Saundas ( lxtma, 
July 26,1993) put OUT case in a 
light-hearted but sisnificptlt 
way when he said: "Eking shot 
a. . . wasn't mueh !iu~ - all the 
more so since we were not 
allowed to IirebPcL, except in 

& --& 
o b e y o n k n g i o v n b y ~ o r  
yar m?y bs Sb.* 

This would elimiapn doubt 
and legal wrnqslins which 
springs Irom tryins to use 
more subtle language so as not 
to Offend. 

a. LaitbckJI~thatinthc 
worst posa'ble d o  a sol- 
dier on drtry wili od9 be 
C h a r S e d w i t h d W ~ i .  

dire cirnunsfsnm, for fib of cinl m good Ordapndmitiatry 
upsetting the delicate political 
bplsncc? How long can this 
sme of affain go on? It has not 

discipline, or the ucuuthorired 
dischargeofatkarm. 

This would put &aches in. 

Is Tony our oldest driver? 
, I 

CAN any of your rrpdas help 

arecord? 
Cpl A Hedley (Service 

number 23186791) completed 
National Service with the 
RASC and two ye6rs ago, at 
the pge 0-5,- still -a 
Ferret as a serving member of 
TheIEoyaYeomamy. 

to prove whpt we think maybe 

_, -. 

"Just watch 'em run for their Noddy suits when I start muck-spreading." 

Defence NBC Cenire ~ see Pages 15.17 

There's just no stopping 
this Chelsea Pensioner 
I HAVE just been reading thc 
story in the sports pages (Sol- 
dier. November 14) about 
Army runners who competed 
wcccssfully at the world veter- 
ans road race championships 
in Toronto. 

It may he of interest that I 
was the first member of the 
Royal Hospital to win a gold 
team medal in the Over 65 
laho race in those champi- 
onships in Canada. 

I also took part in the 25km 
race the fullowing day. 1 was Aldershot's old LOUee 
also the first member trom the 
Royal Hospltdl to complete the 
London ,Marathon, which I recalled with affection 
5hkhed in a timc of 4hr 
12min. I FOUND your cover picture theatre and even fed babies in 

I will he running in the Bury (February 20) of the Princess 
StBdmunds 20-mile race and Louise Margarer Maternity One of the midwifery 
thm this year's London Wing staff very nostalgic. trainees hecame my wife, and 
mdsmtbun. After that I will be Sixty-thrce years ago I my memories of the Inure of 
Rprarmsg Great Britain in worked in the "Louee" as one 1932 were that it was onc big, 

of the two RAMC other ranks happy family. I enclose a pho- 
veterans ath- staff. tograph (above) ofthr Matron, 

As far as I can rcmrmher. I Sisters Wright (Senior Mid- 
nsioner did all the daily returns. wife) and Gregory, and a staff 
ospital, ordered rations, dispensary nurse. ~ George Rowls, 

my spare time. 

. 

Rank and 
burial 
honours 
CAN any reader inform me 
what rank one of my distant 
relatives would have attained 
to warrant burial with Full mili- 
tary honours? 

In December 1874, at the 
age of 68, my great, great 
grandfather was killed in an 
accident at Uudlcy, Worcsster- 
shirc when hc fell dawn a mine 
shaft. His death and suhse- 
quent funeral were recorded in 
local newspapers. 

One rcpart of the time 
states: "The Himley Troop of 
the Staffordshire Yeomanry 
Cavalry marched in front of 
the hearse with arms reversed, 
whilst behind the hearse was a 
small detachment of the 
Worcestershire Yeomanry 
Cavalry. 

"Solemn and appropriate 
music was played by the 
Dudlry Rflr Corps." 

A relativc hclieves hc hcld 
the rank of captain in the 
Household Cavalry, but Army 
Lists for the 1800s have no 
record ofhim. Two hooks writ- 
ten in the last century and cov- 
ering both the Yeomanry 
regiments throw, no light on 
the matter. 

Am I right in assuming the 
officer establishment for a l ~ c a l  
yeomanry unit was a captain, 
one or two lieutenants and an 
ensign? ~ W G A Deeley, 128 
Ridgacre Lane, Quinton, 
Birmingham B32 IPX. 

I==- farce, surely 
I HAVE just seen Soldier 
(February 6) and couldn't 
believe my eyes when I read 
about the compulsory drug 
testing of officers in MOD'S 
Whitehall HQ. What a waste 01 
time and money. 

Who will they test next. . . 
Captain Mainwaring and the 
rest of Dad's Army? - Paul 
Goodge, Putney, London. 

0 Since December 1. every- 
one in the Army - from the high- 
esl to the lowesl - has been 
liable to be fesled wilhoul warn- 
ing for drug misuse. The testing 
of some of lhe Army's most 
senior officers !n Whitehall was 
a high profile way of driving that 
message home. -Editor 

3, 



Nuts! Little word 
that said it all I 

. -  ...... .. .. . . , . .. . -, 
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- . - -  

EITHER commit sucide or 
fw uiaI for mason. Tbat was 
the stark choice faced by Nazi 
Field Marsh.l Erwin Rommel. 
According to history and Dr 

John WOK, who has com- 
piled Rommel - In Hb Own 
mrds, from R o d ’ s  d t -  
iegs and pasonrl lettern, he 
chose to take poiwn to save his 
wife and family from the 

serve his reputation as one of 
Nazi G a m n q ‘ s  greatest sol- 
diers. He was 53 when he died 
&er being accused of involve- 
ment in the bomb plot to ldll 
HitlerinJuly 1944. 

11 is undear whcrha 
Rommel ever officislly joined 
the Nazi Party, but it is vury 
clair that he supported every- 
thing rhpt Hitler q r e m t e d  
and PIMned fa the Third 
Rei& and the world. Whetha 
he was the “great h c r s l ”  
and “milimry genilss” as 
claimed in the blurb for this 
book is a matter for the reader 
- especially for those DesM 
Ram who f o w t  against his 
A&ikaKoppsandwon. 
Known throughout Norrh 

Africa a8 the h e n  Fox, his 
non-stop victories engendered 
much fear among Allied mops  

igUomhyofofr nial and to pre- 

who began to consider him 
unbeatable. Senior offrCen, 
too, were similarly pessimhtic 
and respected his ability to 
knock bell out of them. 

The situation deteriorated 
to such an extent that h 
Auckinleck, C-in-C Middle 
East at the time, was so ’ 
man” image, that he put out a 
directive “begging“ his com- 
manders to “dispel the idea 
that Rommel represents some- 
thing more than an ordinary 
Gennan h e r d  and a pretty 
unpleasant one at that. PS I 
am not jealous of Rommel,” he 
wrote. 

Jealous or not he lost his job 
soon &er to Montgomery 
who, 88 is well known, hocked 
Rommcl “for six.” 
This book neither de- 

Rommd nor enhances his rep- 
utation as a “military genius”, 
but s h w a  hun as the complete 
professional, ready to follow 
Hitler’s orders to wipe our the 
enemy. The facts, though, are 
that for whatever reason, he 
failed. - JM 

I 

plprmed at Rommel’s “bogey- 

R o m d  - In HIS Orm Words by 
Dr John Pirnion. Greenhill Books. 
€17.99. 

Uniled Stabs Army. Brassey‘s, 
hardback f25. 

F h  Years to WMty: The wm 
poems of John Buxton 1wM6 
introduoed by Murray Madean. 
The Pentland Press, paperback. 
f8.50. 

AMllny: Guns and Ro&a Sys- 
ten18 by T J OMalley. Illustrated 
by Ray Hutchins. Greenhill Military 
Manuals, hardback, C12.95. 

In Hell before Daylight by lan 
fletcher. The storming of Badapz 
during Ihe Peninsular War by 
Wellingtcm’s infantry. SpeUm0Um. 
hardback. f8.95. 

Alr Wsr Nomundy by Richard 
Townshend Bickers. How air sup- - wa8 won over lhe D-Day 
bead=. Leo Cooper, hardback, 
Cl8X. 

may never have experienced 
the dubious barrack room 
pleasures of the button-stick, 
Erasso and Dura@, cap 
b a d p  are compelling relics of 
milirary history and the 
ChMging regimentsl system 
that distinguishes the British 
Army from any other. 
For nearly a quarter of a e n -  

nuy John Gaylor‘s M*y 
EadgeCouPCting hascome to 
be a “first reference” guide, as 
testified by its well-worn con- 
dition on many a collector‘s 
bookshelf. 

This new and revised edition 
is the fifth since the title first 
appearrd in 1971 under the 
Seeley W c e  imprint, and it 
takes the smry of head-dress 
badges to 1994. 

It includes the new badges 
brought about by Options for 
Change. As the author 
observes: “Even the most naive 
student of British parliament- 
speak is well aware that n 
Defence Renew means 
defence cum, and the 1990a 
were no exception.“ Quite so, 
but for the militaria enthusiast, 

the regimentsl mergers mean 
new badges to collect. 
As in previous editions, the 

book has several chapters of 
guidance explaining the for complexities collectors, of 

sealed patterns, how badges 
are best displayed, and advis- 
ing on mtrikes. 
Regimental lineage and 

more than 750 illustrations of 
badges take up the greater part 
of the book, which also has a 
number of appendices such as 
the listing of hackle colours, 
tartans worn by Scotrish regi- 
ments, and all the volunteer 
bnttalions in existence in 1908, 
immediately before the cre- 
ation of the then new Temtor- 

id Head-dress Force. badges SE di5- 
cult to document in a clear and 
concise form, and John Gpylor 
succeed9 in making this a 
much easier to follow reference 
hook than many other publica- 
tions on the subject. - BJ. 

Military W W W  by 
John Gaylor. PuMished by Leo 
Cwper, hardbeck. f16.95. 
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Courts impress as 
igham powers in 



WE 
vidual championships will go 
ahead at RAF Locking, Weston- 
super-Mare, on March 1-2, but 
the Army will now host the CS 
London *BA quarter-fld. m a t  
match Is due to taka place at the 
Army Boxlng Centre at Alder- 
shot on Saturday, March 18. 

London ABA asked for the 
date to be switched to the we&- 
end to accommodate their 
boxon. 

ncken may be reserved on 
OlWZ34SWor349155. 

pionshlp has become too on.- 
sided for Its own good. 

in the 1995 opsner, the Royal 
Navy comfortably overcame 

to one by the Army at 
Portsmouth. With the Amy ao 
aupulor, the spark that ha8 so 
often lgnlted this confrontatlon 
into one of the truly memorable 
Inter-Servlcm sporllng ocw- 
dons was mlrelnp. 

me Comblned services Indl- 

the RAF 74, but t h m -  
solver swept wide by 11 bOUh 

ary 18, the men in red a n  onw 
again the Inter-Smvkea toam 
boxing champions, writes John 
Elilott. 

But the RAF's late wilhdrnwal 
leaves a hollow ring to the wm- 
paitlon and must raise q m -  
tlona about its future. 

For the record, it is the 

fact which sug@esls the cham- 
Amy's 12th Mnwcutive title, a 

1 
Sasha 
skis to 

I 

-.  
- .  

-7 I- - r3 swer  Building on the strength of their revolutionary 
SIPS (Side Impact Protection System), Volvo 
has introduced the world's first airbag 
(SIPS Bag) which will deploy in a severe side 
collision to provide the front-seat occupants 

I Brig Davld Radclltfe (rlght) 
congratulatw 2nd Lt Sasha 
Lveglntsov, pictured below 
during the team giant slalom SIX 

FOLLOWING the first major 
fall of snow only four days 
before the UKLF Alpine ski 
championships at Monetier, 
Serre Chevalier, in France, a 
flexible race programme had to 
be adopted, writes Stephen 
€ I d .  

But the Monetier team pro- 

- 
From Volvo Tax-Free Sales..... 

safety need not be expensive 
4 

Pte Robln Morvllie (above) 
helped the Royal Loglatk 
Corps team to gold In both 
slalom end downhill In the 
Armylunior Alpine akl cham- 
plonehips at Sarre Chevalier. 
The RLC team, who also took 
diver In the grand elalom 
and super glant slalom, wao 
overall champions. 

tion at Alp Deux, Mo~llla 
won the arand slalom and 

In the Individual m p a C  ' ' ' 

duced excellent courses an 
races were completed, a CO 

racers on the Monetier 
Territorial Army teams 
part in the 3 (VK) Di 
event to achieve a bene 

Zvegintsov; 2, LBdr Pearson; 3, 

who won all six 
British Army women's team (REATW Minlq )  who fin- 2nd Lt Zvegintsov: 2, Capt Lai; 3, 
and a female team from Wales ished first in all six women's Cap1 Determeyer. Slalom- 1,Znd 
UOTC were also present. races and ninth overall. Lt Zvegintsov; 2, LBdr Pearson; 3, 
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