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Buglers from the Light Division
about to herald the epening of the
Joint Permanent Headquarters at
Northwood. See Pages 14-15

Picture Mike Perring
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collected by Army wives in Germany is distributed by British soldiers in the town

Red Devils quit

Aldershot to

secure future

THE PARACHUTE Regiment’s world-famous Red Devils freefall parachut-
ing display team has quit Aldershot to ensure its survival after an association
with the Hampshire town going back more than 30 years.

The team has been re-locat-
ed to the Joint Services Para-
chute Centre at Netheravon,
Wiltshire as part of a package
of Army cost-cutting mea-
sures.

Its red Islander aircraft, with
the distinctive registration let-
ters GO-RED, has been taken
over by the centre which will
hire it back to the team for dis-
plays.

The move to Netheravon
should see the independently-
funded Red Devils through the
next three seasons, although
the team is still actively looking
for sponsorship to keep itself
going without Army help.

Formed in Aldershot in
1964 to boost recruiting for
The Parachute Regiment, the
24-strong Red Devils today
carry out more than 1,600
individual descents a year.

Bookings this year include
six shows in America and the
opening ceremony of Euro ’96,

APRIL 1995: Red Devils Pte Finbar
Molloy and Cpl Dave Mitchell pic-
tured in front of a famous Aldershot
landmark before they made a para-
chute jump on to the North Pole

the European football champi-
onships at Wembley Stadium.
Last man to lead the team in
Aldershot was Capt Terry Car-
roll who has left the Army to
join a public relations compa-

ny. He has been succeeded by
Capt Ned Kelly.

The Red Devils instruct
first-time civilian parachutists
who qualify for the team’s cov-
eted “Flying Pig” certificate.
Many celebrities have jumped
with members of the team.

@ Military staff at The Para-
chute Regiment’s regimental
headquarters in Browning Bar-
racks, Aldershot have been
redeployed following closure of
the RHQ last month.

Lt Col Joe Poraj-Wilczynski,
regimental lieutenant colonel,
who is responsible for the day-
to-day running of the regi-
ment, has moved to
Warminster- to join other
infantry regiment counterparts
at Headquarters Infantry.

A skeleton civilian staff will
remain at Browning Barracks,
which still provides a home for
the Parachute Regimental
Association and the Airborne
Forces Museum.
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Award-winning SOLDIER brings a smile

SOLDIER has won two national awards for
the quality of its journalism.

In the annual competition for corporate
publications, staff writer Phil Wilcox’s profile
of the cartoonist Larry, published in the Octo-
ber 30, 1995 edition, won an Award of Excel-
lence.

The British Association of Communicators
in Business awarded the magazine a Certifi-
cate of Merit for its use of headlines in the
same issue.

This brings to seven the number of awards
won by Soldier since 1991 in this prestigious

competition, formerly known as the Editing
for Industry Awards.

The Larry feature, with a photograph by
Terry Champion, was described by the judge
as: “A nicely crafted, entertaining piece about
this popular cartoonist.. . The story flows ata
cracking pace and it's nice to see a publica-
tion that doesn’t objéct to the subject criticis-
ing its organisation or to the use of the odd
swear word, in context!

“, . . Great photo of the man, two well-
chosen examples of his work and what a gift
of a headline [“Happy as Larry”]! | had a smile

on my face almost all the way through ...”

In comparing Soldier with other news-
magazines, the judge said it “appears to meet
its objectives very well indeed . . . Despite the
volume of text there’s no feeling of over-
crowding. | would imagine it is a good ambas-
sador for the Service . . . Soldier contrives to
present a nice human touch both in text and
pictures. All in all, it's a good read.”

Last year a Soldier feature on Operation
Gabriel in Rwanda was voted best in its class.
In 1992 the magazine won three awards for its
Gulf War coverage.

Kupres’
old folk &
warmto Ff
loggies |

ELDERLY refugees returning
to the devastated mountain vil-
lage of Kupres in Bosnia will
receive a warm welcome -
thanks to the soldiers of 4 Gen-
eral Support Regiment RLC.

Before the war, 10,000
people lived in Kupres, said to
be the highest village in Bosnia.
Now there are about 3,000.

Local authorities selected a
property on the outskirts of the
village as a refuge for the elder-
ly. But it needed heating, fur-
nishing and refurbishing.

RSM Gary Hawker wrote to
companies back in the United
Kingdom for fuel, cookers,
beds, mattresses and blankets.
“You name it, they needed it,”
he explained.

Cpl Paul McGuire and Pte
Robert Beard have already
delivered smokeless fuel sent
to former Yugoslavia by a Der-

Performing arts: Members of the Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas throw
themselves into a traditional Nepalese kukri dance during the third and
final phase of the Kneller Hall inspection, which every band in the
British Army must undergo every two years. During one stage of the
inspection bands may put on a performance of any description. To
demonstrate their versatility the Gurkhas chose a programme of
Nepalese folk music and dance

Rail takes armour strain

Win £100 in our

reader survey

EACH copy of this magazine left
the printers with a four-page
detachable questionnaire in the
centre.

Readers returning completed
questionnaires have a chance

byshire company.

Soldiers from Abingdon-
based 4 GS Regt now serving
in Kupres have also distrib-
uted 30 boxes of clothes and
toys collected by Service fami-
lies in the UK.

@ Bosnia reports — Pages 18-21

Cost of recruitment to Army in
the past four years has been
£42.2 million, £42.6 million,
£48.61 million and £45.91 mil-
lion. — Parliamentary answer

THE driver of a Warrior
infantry fighting vehicle was
unhurt when it rolled down a
steep embankment during the
official re-opening of 22 miles
of redundant railway line in
Yorkshire.

The Warrior overshot a low-
loader wagon but the driver,
Pte Paul Connelly, escaped
without injury. The vehicle,
undamaged, was later loaded
on the first military train to use
the revived Redmire track.

Part of the old Wensleydale

line, the rail link will enable
armour to go by rail to and from
Catterick to Salisbury Plain.

The £750,000 project can
cope with vehicles up to and
including Warrior. Challenger
tanks will continue to be trans-
ported by road because they
are too wide for the tracks.

The reactivated stretch runs
from Redmire near Bolton
Castle, through Leyburn, Fin-
ghall and Bedale, linking up
with the main East Coast line
at Northallerton.

of winning £100 in a draw to
take place immediately after the
May 20 closing date.

If this magazine has been
passed on to you and the ques-
tionnaire has been detached,
you may wish to obtain another
copy by contacting Soldier
(details at the foot of this page).

Should you receive the ques-
tionnaire too late to qualify for
the draw, we would be grateful
for your answers anyway.
Postage is free from UK and
BFPO addresses.

SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. Civil tel: 01252 347 plus last three digits of Aldershot Military extension given below

Managing Editor Chris Horrocks 2355 Editor John Elliott 2356 Assistant Editors Laurie Manton 2362 Gordon Skilling 2360
¥/  Phil Wilcox 2362 Picture Editor Terry Champion 2357 Photographers Mike Weston 2357 Mike Perring 2357 Art Editor
%@ Les Gwyer 2169 Librarian Gerard Sutton 2351 Advertising 2352 Accounts / Distribution Janice Follwell 2353 Fax 2358

Soldier is published by the Ministry of Defence and printed in the UK for HMSO. Crown Copyright 1996. Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Army or the Ministry of Defence./
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HCR causes a light stir in Wales

JUST back from a peacekeep-
ing tour in former Yugoslavia,
the Household Cavalry Regi-
ment has completed a major
training exercise in Wales,
Using its Scimitar light
reconnaissance tanks and
other light tracked vehicles,
HCR soldiers carried out a
Bosnia-style exercise on two

road routes, running from
Cardiff in the south to Welsh-
pool in the north.

Aim of the exercise was to
test the regiment’s ability to

communicate over long dis-,

tances in mountainous terrain
in preparation for a possible
return to Bosnia as part of the
NATO Implementation Force.

Sight of the HCR’s tracked
vehicles at road junctions and
towns along the exercise route
attracted considerable interest
from the public and particular-
ly schoolchildren.

These types of light military
reconnaissance vehicle are
seldom seen in the Welsh
countryside.

On parade: Essex-based C Company, 6th Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regiment in Bury St Edmunds

Silver celebration
for TA Poachers

MORE than 200 soldiers from
the 6th Bartalion, The Royal
Anglian Regiment, hailing from
Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex and
Cambridgeshire, put their col-
lective best foot forward to cel-

Since May 1979 pay for five-star
officers has risen by 399.8 per
cent and for junior entrants by
207.9 per cent, compared with
an increase of 177.9 per cent in
the retail prices index.

A field marshal's salary is
now £124,640.20, compared
with £24,936 in 1979, while the
figures for a junior entrant
(under 17) are £5,438.50 (1996)
and £1,766.60 (1979). — Parlia-
mentary reply

ebrate their 25th anniversary.

The Terriers marked their
quarter-century by parading
through the centre of Bury St
Edmunds, Suffolk — exercising
the battalion’s freedom of St
Edmundsbury.

Muilitary marches, played by
the Normandy Band of the
Queen’s Division, echoed
round the ancient town, with
elements of the battalion’s four
companies following the band
with bayonets fixed.

They were led by their com-
manding officer, Lt Col
Charles Thomas, and adju-
tant, Capt Paul Bailey, both
with ceremonial swords raised.

The Queen’s Colour and the

Regimental Colour were
trooped in front of C Company.

Two camouflage snipers
from HQ Coy, followed by
recce platoon vehicles, marked
the end of the parade.

The salute was taken by Maj
Gen Patrick Stone, Colonel of
the Royal Anglian Regiment,
Lord Belstead, Lord Lieu-
tenant of Suffolk and Clir
Colin Jones, Mayor of St
Edmundsbury.

Capt Paul Bailey, the adju-
tant, said: “The battalion was
proud to be on parade cele-
brating our 25th anniversary.
The soldiers all worked hard to
be ready for the day and it was
very worthwhile.”

A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

Where

Apaches
will go

THREE regiments of 16 of the
Army’s new Apache Longbow
attack helicopters  will be
deployed to the front line.

Two will go to 24 Airmobile
Brigade at Wattisham and one
to 3 (UK) Division at Dishforth,
Defence Procurement Minister
James Arbuthnot said in a writ-
ten answer.

The regiments will also pro-
vide support to 1 (UK) Division
and to the Royal Marines.

Nine aircraft will be based at
Middle Wallop for training and
trials and one at Boscombe
Down for trials.

The remaining nine of the 67
now officially ordered from
GKN-Westland will be held at
the RN Aircraft Yard, Fleetlands,
as a peacetime attrition reserve.

A regiment from 24 Airmobile
Brigade will form the core of the

Defence Committee — Page 8-9

lead aviation battle group of the
Joint Rapid Deployment Force.

The Apaches, which will
replace the Army Air Corps’
Lynx anti-tank helicopters, will
be equipped with the Longbow
fire control radar and powered
by Rolls-Royce RTM322 engines.

Other written answers:

[ Most of the beef supplied to
the Forces (since October,
1994, through Naafi) originates
in South America, though a
range of products including
mince, offal and burgers is pro-
duced from British beef. “There
is no perceived reason to
change existing arrangements,”
said Defence Procurement Min-
ister James Arbuthnot.

1 The MoD has offered no
objection to the names of Ser-
vice personnel killed in Northern
Ireland being inscribed on dedi-
cated war memorials in Great
Britain.

[ The Ministry of Defence
Police, whose HQ and training
schools are at Wethersfield,
Essex, became an agency of
the MoD on April 1. First chief
executive is the chief constable,
Mr W E E Boreham.

[ Contracts for the supply of
81mm mortar ammunition to the
Army are expected to be in
place by the end of April.
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SEAE is
ready for
take-off

THE ARMY’s newest school
for excellence was due to open
at Arborfield, near Reading, on
April 25 when the School of
Electronic and Aeronautical
Engineering (SEAE) holds a
formation parade.

Two trade schools of the
Corps of Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers (REME)
— the School of Electronic
Engineering at Arborfield and
the School of Aeronautical
Engineering at Middle Wallop
— have been merged within the
new SEAE.

A plaque marking the open-
ing of a £7 million ultra-
modern aircraft hangar was to
be unveiled by Maj Gen Philip
Corps, the Director General
Equipment Support (Army).

Lt Col Mike Bowman, CO
SEAE, said the school gave the
Army an opportunity to
demonstrate that it utilises the
best training methods and
equipment available.

THE Thorne Trophy, awarded to
the minor unit which has made the
largest contribution to sport in
Germany, has gone to st
Armoured  Field  Ambulance
RAMC for the third time since the
trophy’s inception in 1985.

® Sir Patrick Mayhew, Secre-
tary of State for Northern Ireland,
visited Portadown-based 3rd Bat-
talion, The Royal Irish Regiment.
He was shown the operations
room and met soldiers about to
leave on patrol.

® A team of chefs from 104
Regiment, Royal Artillery won the
regional final of Exercise Combat
Caterer, the annual Territorial
Army test of culinary and military
skills held at Cwrt-y-Gollen train-
ing camp. They will go on to repre-
sent Wales in the UK finals of the
competition at Grantham on April
2l

1t a fact ey

About 23 per cent of Army and
RAF personnel will qualify by
age for the Long Service
Advance of Pay (LSAP) for
house purchase. Speculative
take-up figures suggest there
would be a three-fold increase
over those who annually bene-
fited from the Married Quarters
Discounted Sales Scheme. —
Parliamentary answer
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An NBC—smted member of 5 HGJ s Mllan team on guard as the battalion prepares to fire its first m|ssues

Greenjackets settle
into new Milan role

TERRITORIAL Army soldiers
from the 5th Battalion, The
Royal Green Jackets fired
Milan for the first time last
month despite wintry condi-
tions on Salisbury Plain.

In a comprehensive live-
firing exercise, Sharpe Sup-
port, the unit reached a crucial
phase in its re-roling pro-
gramme as a fire support bat-
talion.

Torrential rain turned the
ground into a mire as fire
teams moved forward in
Wessex helicopters from RAF
Benson and Saxon personnel
carriers provided by the regi-
ment’s Regular 1st Battalion
based in Bulford.

Engaging an imaginary
enemy, 5 RGJ’s Milan, mortar
and sustained-fire GPMG
weapons broke the advancing
armoured infantry.

As the first Milan rounds
struck home, there was real
satisfaction for Lt Col Robert
Martin, CO 5 RGJ. “Sharpe
Support is the result of months
of hard work. The Milan teams
have proved they can do the
job and vou could certainly see
the evidence of that today,” he
said.

“However, we are not going

to stand still and it is important
that we continue to train and
develop the necessary skills for
our new role.”

This will be particularly rele-
vant as 5 RG] and other TA
units play an increasingly
important role in supporting
the Regular Army. Soldiers
from 5 RG] are currently serv-
ing in Northern Ireland,
Bosnia and the Falklands.

The exercise was visited by
Lt Gen Hew Pike, Deputy C-

in-C Land Command; Brig
John Patrick, Commander 145
Brigade; and Professor Robert
O’Neill, honorary colonel of
the battalion.

aIts a fact Sy

Estimated strength of the
Army at April 1, 1999, is
114,000, a figure which
includes Gurkha strengths
but excludes the Royal Irish
Regiment home service force.
— Parliamentary answer

Queens’
strike
winning
form

OVERALL winners of this
year’s Exercise Lightning
Strike, the Royal Signals’
annual national Universities
Officers’ Training Corps com-
petition, were Queens UOTC
from Belfast.

Eighteen out of a possible 19
UOTCs took part, with teams
consisting of 11 students.

In addition to permanent
staff instructors and com-
manding officers, 222 students
attended the event, held over
three days at Westdown Camp.

Main aims of the exercise
were to introduce the students
to a wide variety of Royal Sig-
nals units, and involve them in
some of the basic military and
signalling skills covered in the
first year of UOTC.

SAS STAND

Officers and soldiers from
nine Royal Signals units ran
stands, including 264 (SAS)
Signal Squadron who pro-
duced a survival exhibition and
a squadron from 14 Signal
Regiment (EW), who intro-
duced thestudents to elements
of electronics warfare.

Members of 30 Signal Regi-
ment, 21 Signal Regiment
(AS), 11 Signal Regiment
(making use of small arms
weapons effects simulator
equipment on loan from
Warminster) and 19 Mech Bde
HQ and Sig Sqn (209) were
also involved. The mandatory

Cheers: Queens UOTC, Belfast, relax after the competition

log race, organised by 5 Air-
borne Bde HQ and Sig Sqn
(216) was a feature of the exer-
cise, and the climax, the final

Women in front line: debate sought

MEMBERS of Parliament have
called for a debate in the House
before a decision is taken to
employ women in Army
combat roles.

The all-party Defence Com-
mittee’s latest report on man-
ning and recruitment notes
that women are eligible for only
47 per cent of posts and are
excluded from “contact battle
roles” in the infantry and
armoured regiments.

Decisions following a review
aimed at widening employ-
ment opportunities for
women, who comprise six per
cent of the Army, are expected

in mid-1996, says the report.
Meanwhile a separate study is
being carried out by the
Defence  Evaluation  and
Research Agency (DERA) to
develop a series of fitness stan-
dards and tests capable of pre-
dicting an individual’s physical
capacity, after training, to carry
out future work in the Army.

The committee says it wel-
comes the prospect of extend-
ing opportunities for women in
the Army, not just because this
may help solve personnel short-
ages, including a 2,500 deficit
in the infantry.

“Deployment of women into

tanks and infantry in the direct
contact battle will be seen by
some as a major step. For others
it is a natural progression.

“For some years women in
all three Services have been
working in positions of danger
where they can be involved in
combat.”

The report adds: “We ree-
ommend that before any deci-
sion is finally taken to deploy
women in the armoured regi-
ments and infantry in contact
battle, the legal and social
issues involved should be
debated in the House.”

While welcoming steps now

being taken to improve man-
ning and retention, the MPs
take the Ministry of Defence to
task for not foreseeing and
addressing problems earlier.

They conclude in one
instance that the MoD “should
have found a way by now. to
award civilian qualifications to
soldiers as a means of making a
period in the infantry attractive
to young people”.

They say some recruiting
offices were closed too soon
and that more foresight should
have been shown before junior
leader regiments were dis-
solved.

race, was once again run by
York-based 2 Signal Regiment.

Bristol UOTC were overall
runners-up.

PWO Terriers
beat Regular
marksmen

A TEAM from the 3rd Battal-
ion, The Prince of Wales’s
Own Regiment of Yorkshire
has won a nationwide Army
shooting competition - the
first Territorial Army victors
since 1959.

Taking part in the Match
118 UK Land Command final
at Bordon, Hampshire, the
PWO team of four scored
1,517 points out of a possible
1,600, beating Regular coun-
terparts The Royal Irish Regi-
ment by two points.

Pentagon:
No Gulf
syndrome
evidence

AFTER a huge study of Opera-
tion Desert Storm veterans, the
Pentagon has declared that no
evidence has been found of the
so-called Gulf War syndrome. —
Guardian

(1 British soldiers in Bosnia
fought a covert struggle against
all three sides in the conflict
between 1993 and last year,
killing Croat, Muslim and Serb
troops in far greater numbers
than has been admitted by
Whitehall officials. — Guardian

J A task force of 1,500 British
American and French troops in
southern Turkey is planning a
celebration to mark the fifth
anniversary of Operation Pro-
vide Comfort, the humanitarian
mission offering protection to
Kurds of northern Irag against
Saddam Hussein. — Guardian

1 The Government is facing
mounting pressure to withdraw
Britain’s troops from Cyprus
after the conviction of three
British soldiers for the abduction
and kiling of a Danish tour
guide. — Sunday Telegraph

1 Landmines have little mili-
tary significance, according to a
report commissioned by the
International Red Cross. — Daily
Telegraph

J The ominously named
Chemical and Biological Defence
Establishment at Porton Down
has changed its name to the
Protection and Life Sciences
Division. — Daily Express

(1 To foil egg thieves in Wales,
SAS troops have set up spy
cameras and booby traps at
nesting sites of 30 red kites. —
Daily Mirror

1 Numbers claiming war pen-
sions have risen dramatically
following a Royal British Legion
campaign. In 1995-96, 331,000
veterans or their widows will be
claiming or getting pensions.
Between 1967 and 1987, only
76,000 veterans were awarded
pensions or gratuities. — Times
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Picture: Mike Perring

Retiring from the Army after more than 38
years' service was Maj Danny Hunt, OC
HQ Coy, 1st Battalion, The Royal Green
Jackets.

But, after he had been cheered on his
way through the camp to the main gate of
the Greenjackets’ Bulford base, where he
was presented with a statuette subscribed
to by all ranks in his company, he left
behind a permanent reminder of his long

Danny’s
gone —
but not
forgotten

association with the regiment.

On the wall behind him is a Terence Cuneo painting, proudly displayed in the officers’
mess, which depicts an incident in North Borneo in 1965 when Danny — then a platoon
sergeant — helped to rescue a wounded rifleman under fire.

After 22 years in the Army,

Lancer
lleaves

serving with the 16th/5th

Lancers and the Queen’s

Royal Lancers, WO1 (RSM) Terry Middlemas (left)
has been commissioned into the 4th Battalion, The
Royal Irish Regiment in Northern Ireland, where he will
take up the position of Quartermaster Technical.

He is seen handing over control as the QRL's RSM
to WO1 (RSM) Paul Snelling, who arrives at the regi-
ment’s Osnabriick base from the AFV Gunnery School
at Lulworth with 21 years’ service with the 17th/21st
Lancers and QRL behind him.

'ONE YEAR

ON

Brig John Patrick, Commander 145
(Home Counties) Brigade, surround-
ed by staff, cuts the cake to mark the
first anniversary of the brigade’s for-
mation. Based in Aldershot, the
brigade, which has a dependency of
some 43,000 personnel, with troops
serving worldwide, consists of four
garrisons and 11 stations and covers
six counties.

Thanks to US troop commitments to the NATO
Peace implementation Force (IFOR), two mem-
bers of 4/5 (V) Battalion, The Royal Irish
Rangers were able to take up a couple of vacan-
cies on the Combat Arms Recognition Course
held at the International Long Range Recon-
naissance Patrol School at Weingarten.

And Sgt Norman McElwee (left) and LCpl
Sid Stevenson did their battalion proud in a
battle of wits with Regular officers and soldiers
from the UK, US, Belgian, Italian and German
armies.

Sgt McElwee attained the highest marks in
the final tests and was given best student award,
while LCpl Stevenson finished a creditable sixth
overall and second among UK personnel.

Holding his head
proudly as he receives the North-
ern Ireland General Service Medal
from Lt Col Robert Aitken, com-
manding officer of the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of Wales, was
Taffy V, otherwise known as Pte
Gwillam Jenkins, the three-year-
old regimental goat.

Since joining 1 RRW in County
Antrim more than a year ago, Taffy,
seen with Pte Gavin Woodroffe,
the Regimental Goat Major, has
proved a great attraction at public
appearances  throughout the
Province.

FREIDC)EESH(H_LESF?EKD()CEBHESEJD'
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Lt Gen Sir Anthony Denison-Smith, GOC 4th Division, waves farewell to his
headquarters staff in Aldershot on his retirement from the post. As a result of
the HQ changing from a district to a division last year, he will be the last three-
star officer to command the region. His replacement will be a major general.

». Which he wore last
8 year as a pageboy at

‘High’
there!

Young Gareth Joseph
found someone to look
up to in 6ft 4in former
Welsh Guardsman
LCpl Chris Dutton, a
Territorial Army
member of the 2nd
Battalion, The Royal
Regiment of Wales'’s
Regimental Police, at
the regiment’s Free-
dom of Merthyr Tydfil
parade.

Gareth, whose
brother is serving with
the Welsh Guards,
was wearing a uniform
made from a cut-down
No 1 Service Dress

Picture: Cpl Stephen Taylor

Mrs Sarah Jones, widow of Falklands hero Lt Col ‘H' Jones —
awarded a posthumous VC for his actions while leading the
2nd Battalion, The Parachute Regiment in the Battle of Goose
Green in the Falklands War — is pictured with WO2 Kev Robi-
son (left) and WO2 (RQM) Dave Abols, both of 2 Para.

The soldiers were among six from the battalion presented
with the first bricks from a disused chapel in Salisbury which is

his sister’s wedding. to be moved, brick by brick, to Pangbourne College in Read-

ing to build a memorial chapel in the grounds to commemorate
those who died in the 1982 Falklands conflict.
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New recruits from 208 (Liverpool)
Field Hospital (V) got more than they
bargained for when they arrived at
the Army training camp at Leek,
Staffordshire for a weekend exercise.

Heavy snow showers meant that
not only did they learn as much about
Arctic warfare techniques as basic

fieldcraft — courtesy of Sgt Richie

Hand (in picture) and WO2 Keith
Norman - but, with their safety and

welfare paramount, returned to their

unit much earlier than planned.

Picture: Chris Fletcher
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NONE of us likes paying bills. All
of us object when they seem to get
bigger every year. It is even more
infuriating when the bill is for a ser-
vice we can't do without.

The recent rent rise for quarter-
ing has caused the predictable
outcry.

More than one person has writ-
ten to me saying that it will force
families to live apart because of
financial pressure. It has been
suggested that Service families
are having to pay for the privatisa-
tion of quarters.

One writer suggested it might
be “another nail in the coffin of
Service life”".

First of all, the facts (sef out in
more detail below). Speaking on
BFBS, Jeff Glading, the Deputy
Director of Service Policy 1, said:
“ ... the Review Body perceives
that there has been an increasing
gap between the charges levied
and rents outside over the past
few years . . . this is no more than
a catching-up exercise.”

Like it or not, this is true.

Those of us who have worked
with the Services for many years
have been saying as much for a
long time. We have consistently
made the point that unless small
increases were made every time
the position was reviewed, there
would be a time of reckoning.

Of course, Service
families who want to
buy 'a house while
living together in the
head of household’s
posting will be faced
with two sets of bills,
and an increase in
rents will place an |
extra burden on the
budget. There is no
way around this.

market as soon as they
can against the day
they leave the protec-
tion of Service life.
There are schemes in
operation to help Ser-
vice people save for
and buy property. Will
these be as popular in
| the light of rent increas-
es? Should we still be
encouraging them to

It may be possible m buy? | think we should
to rent out the house be encouraging them to

you are buying while living in quar-
ters, although it may not be an
" option you want to consider. If you
have decided to buy while living in
quarters, you will already have
worked out a household budget
which takes this into account.

Setting the rent rise against
the pay rise, | cannot believe
that there will be many people
for whom the rent rise will break
the bank.

If it will, then the purchase may
have been ill-advised in the first
place and you will need to take
financial advice from your lender.

Will increasing rents deter
people from buying houses?

This is a serious issue because,
over the years, we have all
encouraged Servicemen and
women to get into the housing

take the management of their
money very seriously.

Many of the benefits that we
used to enjoy are being eroded.
There is no way of stopping this
process so we must confront it
and deal with it.

To the charge that increasing
rents will lead to married couples
splitting up | would say this is a
simplistic view of relationships.
There are many reasons for mar-
riage breakdown and, while eco-
nomic factors cannot be
discounted, | would argue that the
rise in rents will make only a small
difference.

One correspondent says the
rent rise is “the final straw in a
mounting catalogue of under-
handed put-downs”.

She is not alone. But the fact is
that the Services are undergoing

Rent rises and the challenge of change

the most massive changes. The
world has changed dramatically
over the past few years. No matter
how much we dislike thése devel-
opments, we do have to live with
them.

It is time to stop being beaten
by change and to start looking
to ways in which the communi-
ty can begin to accommodate it.

When | voiced this opinion
recently | was accused of failing in
my duty as an “agony aunt”.

| see no conflict. | am not on
anyone’s side. Like many, in or out
of the Services, | have frequently
had to accept a difficult situation
and turn my attention to making
the best of it.

There have been many occa-
sions on which | have felt an over-
whelming urge to throw in the
towel with shouts of “it's not fair!”

It is not fair that soldiers who
gave all their energies to the
Army were made redundant. It
is not fair that Army wives who
had successful careers of their
own have had to put their work
on hold to be with the men they
love.

Equally, it is not fair that an able
accountant has twice been made
redundant by companies which
promised him a long career. Or

Increased accommodatio

that a gifted teacher has, once
again, lost her job because of
cuts in budgets.

It could be argued that Ser-
vice people should be protected
against the realities of life in the
late 20th century because they
have pledged their lives to the
service of Her Majesty’'s Govern-
ment.

Personally, | believe that this
should be so — but the reality is
that notions of duty are being
discarded by the society for
whom the Armed Forces work.

Pressure groups are doing
their best, and they should be
applauded for doing so. Raising
issues and not allowing changes
to pass unremarked and unchal-
lenged takes hard work and a lot
of thought. It also takes courage
to speak up.

But complaints must be tem-
pered with pragmatism. Rents
have risen and will continue to
do so. Now that the protests
have been made, attention must
be given to helping Service fami-
lies for whom change, and all the
stress it brings, presents a per-
sonal challenge.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO
786; or c/o Soldier.

Picture: Terry Champion

Tower of strength: Some of the 18 members of The
Parachute Regiment who were on duty every day at
this year’s Daily Mail ldeal Home Exhibition at
London’s Earls Court, helping adventurous visi-
tors to abseil, parachute or slide off a specially-
constructed giant tower. Supervised by Sgt Chris

charges not linked

CONCERN that increases in Ser-
vice accommodation charges have
been linked to the sale of the mar-
ried quarters estate has prompted
the Ministry of Defence to issue a
strong denial.

It believes the wrong perception
could undermine confidence in the
independence and impartiality of
the Armed Forces Pay Review
Body Report, which recommended
the increases to the Government,
and unfairly stigmatise the
Defence Housing Executive and
the Married Quarters Estate pri-
vatisation project.

A statement from the Direc-
torate of Personal Services (Army)
says the increase in accommoda-
tion charges is NOT linked to the
privatisation of the married quar-
ters estate or to the formation of
the Defence Housing Executive.

AFPRBs main recommen-
dations were:

I Increases in Service Family
Quarters (SFQ) charges ranging
from ten per cent for Grade 4
accommodation to 25 per cent for
Grade 1 Types | to lll.

J Severing the link between
married quarters and single
accommodation charges resulting
in a reduction of £22 a year for
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Grade 4

charges for u ble civilian
SR households
el s because it s
increase of not possible
£44 a year to forecast

future
for  more changes in

senior officers’ accommodation.

1 Equalising water charges to
reflect the average civilian rates
across the country.

J Reduction in garage charges
to £157 a year.

Why does the AFPRB set
accommodation charges?

The AFPRB’s task is to recom-
mend to the Prime Minister levels
of Service pay, allowances and
charges using a process known as
“comparability”. As regards pay,
this basically means maintaining
military salaries at a level broadly
comparable to those outside the
Service for jobs of similar size and
weight.

To achieve comparability the
AFPRB also looks at charges and
has recommended that “charges
levied on Service personnel should
compare fairly with the costs civil-
ians might expect to incur for com-
parable housing” (1996 AFPRB
Report para 58). The Review Body
therefore sees that “Armed Forces

pay and charges are linked inextri-
cably in terms of achieving broad
comparability” (71996 AFPRB
Report para 58 ).

How does the AFPRB cal-
culate the charges?

In the past the Review Body has
looked at rents charged by local
authorities and compared them to
Service rents, taking into considera-
tion such things as standard of
accommodation and grade. Howev-
er, the Review Body has for some
time considered that using local
authority rents as the sole compara-
tor is no longer appropriate.

For this year's review it looked at
a broad range of housing available
to civilians to establish more
appropriate comparators, includ-
ing housing associations, private
rents and owner-occupiers (mort-
gage payers).

As a result, the Review Body
“adopted a method of comparison
with civilian costs based on a
weighted average derived from all

relevant housing sectors” (1996
AFPRB Reports para 62).

Once the comparison has been
carried out appropriate Service
charges are set.

The Review Body is aware that
there are differences between Ser-
vice and civilian accommodation.
The Services suffer from lack of
choice, quality of decoration, no
right to buy and lack of security of
tenure. As a result the Review
Body considers there is a relative
disadvantage to Service personnel
and an abatement of about 30 per
cent is applied to both MQ and
single accommodation charges.

Why was there such a big
increase this time? ‘

During the 1970s and early
1990s Armed Forces pay, along
with other public sector workers,
was pegged back. At the same
time civilian housing costs rose
significantly. The AFPRB took
account of this when recommend-
ing accommodation charges to

ensure Service personnel were not
unduly penalised.

Over the years “this had led to
an increasing gap between
charges levied within the Services
and comparatdr rents” (1996
AFPRB Report para 59).

The AFPRB gave notice in its
1995 report that the gap was con-
siderable and started to close it last
year.

Because the comparator
process looks at all standards and
grades of accommodation, the gap
was shown to be greater for supe-
rior quarters than for those of
poorer quality. This accounts for
the larger percentage increases for
Grade 1 married quarters, particu-
larly Types | to lll.

How long will it go on for?

The Review Body cannot be
exact on this. “It is difficult to pre-
dict the number of years required
to close the gap between the Ser-
vices' accommodation charges
and payments made by compara-

comparable house prices and rents,
or the level of pay settlements for
the Armed Forces” (1996 AFPRB
Report App 4 para 19).

The Review Body expects that
“a considerable number of years
will be required to close the gap
between accommodation charges
for officers and payments made by
civilian comparators and even
longer for other ranks” (1996
AFPRB Report App 4 para 19).

However, the Review Body
expects that future increases
should “not be of the magnitude of
those recommended this year”
(1996 AFPRB Report para 65).

What about single accom-
modation?

The Review Body looked at the
link between married quarters and
single accommodation and found it
to be no longer relevant. Better
comparators in the form of NHS
trusts, university accommodation
and hostels for medium-term occu-
pancy for those people in work,

were more appropriate. It therefore
set charges (and the subsequent
abatement) accordingly. This
resulted in reductions for the more
junior accommodation and
increases for those in more senior
accommodation.

Will charges be staged
like the pay rise?

Yes. Charges will not increase
earlier than the parallel increases
in pay. Only when the full pay
award is in issue on December 1,
1996 will the full recommended
charges for this pay round also be
implemented.

What if the increase in
charges outstrips pay?

This should not happen. In its
deliberations the AFPRB takes
great pains to ensure “each year
that increases in accommodation
charges do not result in a net
decrease in pay for any Service
personnel” (1996 AFPRB Report
App 4 para 19).

How can I find out my new
accommodation charge?

A signal outlining levels of pay
and charges was sent to all units
on the day of the Pay Review
announcement.

Larcom, the paras helped raise funds for the Cystic
Fibrosis Trust, who were running the stand. The
50ft tower had three abseil ropes, a parachute exit
training jump and a giant flume slide. Tallest struc-
ture in the hall, the tower proved to be one of the
exhibition’s star attractions

SSAFA is
ready for
showtime

SSAFA's Western Europe
Children with Special Needs
Fund is one of the charities
set to benefit from the pro-
ceeds of the Rheindahlen
Show on May 3-5.

And to help publicise the
cause, SSAFA has enlisted
wheelchair athlete Paul Guest.

Paul (pictured) was dis-
abled while serving in the
Royal Navy
and has
become a
leading
wheelchair
marathon
and bas-
ketball
competitor,
all in sup- ___:
port of SSAFA. Last year he
completed a 413-mile tandem
ride from Edinburgh to
London to mark the 50th
anniversary of VE Day.

He will be visiting schools
and clubs in Rheindahlen,
and lead a parade of young-
sters into the show arena to
launch the Great SSAFA Bal-
loon Race.
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2/ 57:\ [ U] [J 5 OPERATIONS TO BE DRIVEN BY SINGLE COMMAND STRUCTURE

JOINT FORCE

@ The Permanent Joint Headquar-
ters is the first permanent opera-
tional headquarters in the United .
Kingdom, bringing together the
Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air
Force.

@ It is responsible for monitoring
potential trouble spots
worldwide; contin-
gency plans for
operations; joint
warfare doctrine and
procedures; planning
joint training;
establishing joint
operational stan-
dards; and command-
ing joint operations.

@® Although the headquarters is a
tri-Service organisation, there will
not be a strict rotation of comman-
ders on a Service-by-Service basis.
Future commanders will be selected
on merit, experience and the ability
to carry out the demanding role.

@ In time of tension, three two-star
deputies to the C-in-C will provide
high-level single-Service advice to
the CJO and direct links with single
Service commands.

Joint approach: (front) LWren Karen Skin-
ner and LCpl Ann Halsall; (back) Sgt Vince
Mott, WO1 Pat O’Connor and Cpl Wyn Dun-
Davies outside the central registry at PJHQ
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Open for business: Defence Secretary Michael Portillo unveils the PJHQ sign at

Northwood, watched by Fd Marshal Sir Peter Inge, Chief of the

Defence Staff, and Lt Gen Christopher Wallace, who

is in command of the new joint
headquarters

omb

THE LEAFY west London suburb of
Northwood has become home to a new Per-
manent Joint Headquarters (PTHQ) which
will enhance the operational effectiveness of
the United Kingdom’s Armed Forces,
writes Laurie Manton.

Opened by Defence Secretary Michael
Portillo, the PTHQ is commanded by the
Chief of Joint Operations (CJO), Lt Gen
Christopher Wallace.

It is the first permanent operational
headquarters in the UK. Until now, com-
bined operations involving all three Ser-
vices have been purt together at short notice,
usually in times of crisis.

Accommodation has been refurbished,
above and below ground, on the North-
wood site for the new HQ, which will be

». occupied by 330 Service personnel and

Picture: Terry Champion

civilians. “There have been hard lessons in
the past on the need to improve planning

and co-operation between the
three Armed Services,” said Mr
Portillo.

“The PJHQ heralds a new
chapter in developing the
Armed Forces’ capability to
conduct joint operations, on our
own or with allies. I am confi-
dent it will ensure the Services
are properly prepared for the
operations they are likely to be
asked to undertake in the
future.”

The new headquarters is
responsible for planning all UK-
led joint, combined and multi-
national operations. It will work
in close partnership with MoD
Main Building in the planning of
operations and their conduct.

When another nation has
charge of an operation, PTHQ
will exercise operational com-
mand of UK forces involved.

The intention is for it to be a

proactive and forward-looking organisation
which will monitor potential trouble spots,
anticipate crises and develop contingency

plans.

Being permanent, PTHQ will provide
continuity of experience from the planning
phase to the execution of the operation, and
on to post-operation evaluation and learn-

ing lessons.

Manned around the clock, it will have
the capacity to run several operations

simultaneously.

This summer PTHQ will take on respon-

Pictures: Mike Perring

sibility for current operations in the
Middle East and former Yugoslavia. But
before going “live” it will work-up with a
series of exercises to test its structure,
organisation and methods.

This process will include exercises
Purple Viva and Purple Star, a combined
United Kingdom-United States exercise
taking place on the Eastern Seaboard
next month. With more than 57,000
troops taking part — 12,000 of them
British — it will be the largest combined
UK-US deployment since the Gulf war.

Acting Chief of Staff at the PJHQ, Air
Vice Marshal David Niven, told Soldier
that a new piece of computer technology
was being introduced to the headquar-
ters.

“It is called the Joint Operational
Command System and will link PJTHQ
with its forward commands deployed on
operations,” he said.

“The system allows for forward plan-
ning, and will enable us to produce a
Joint Operational Picture (JOP) which
gives staff a good feel for our own opera-

Above — Nerve centre: The operations
room at Northwood

Left — Top team: Lt Gen Christopher Wal-
lace (seated left), Commander PJHQ, and
members of his senior staff

tions and of the enemy’s intelligence.”

Supported by a database and graphic
displays, the JOP will be projected, in
large size, on to a wall in the command
bunker so that everyone can see it.

The Northwood headquarters also
has a role as a centre of excellence for
preparing for joint operations. Its
responsibilities in this respect include
developing joint doctrine and proce-
dures, training and exercises, and estab-
lishing joint standards.

A number of non-core functions are
being delegated from MoD Main Build-
ing, including day-to-day management
of Overseas Commands in Cyprus,
Gibraltar, Hong Kong and the Falkland
Islands.

This will allow Defence Chiefs at
Main Building to concentrate in particu-
lar on policy formulation and strategic
direction. As a result, Main Building is
being restructured to take full advantage
of the benefits that the establishment of
PJTHQ offers.

Running costs of PJHQ are estimated
at £16 million a year, but these will be
offset by manpower reductions else-
where as headquarters staff are brought
under one roof.
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LTD can be tiring, embarrassing, frustrating, costly, even dangerous!
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are, where you were and where you should be going. It can also tell you how far you are
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lion candlepower of light on to Beinn an Lochain near Arrochar

A little light
work by
Paisley TA

MEMBERS of 102 (Clyde)
Field Support Squadron, 71
(Scottish) Engineer Regiment,
a Paisley-based TA unit, lit up
an entire Argyllshire moun-
tain, enabling ‘two civilian
mountain rescue teams to
carry out a simulated rescue.

The squadron’s Movement
and Light Troop used three of
their powerful searchlights to
illuminate Beinn an Lochain,
to provide enough light for
Arrochar mountain rescue
team and Strathclyde police
support unit to operate in
safety.

Only eight of the one billion
candlepower lights — each with
a range of 15km — exist in the
Army, the other four being
held by Swansea-based Royal
Monmouthshire Royal Engi-
neers (Militia).

Since 102 Squadron was

given the searchlights in 1992
after the Gulf War, they have
been used for battlefield illu-
mination tasks, but are ideally
suited to mountain and air
accident rescues, where the
success of an operation
depends on the amount of light
available.

After the demonstration,
attended by Col James Finlay,
Chief of Staff of the Army in
Scotland, Maj David Shep-
herd, OC 102 Squadron, said:
“We hope, by this exercise, to
have demonstrated to the civil-
ian community, the police and
the rest of the Armed Forces
that we have this equipment, it
is available for use and that we
can assist all the mountain
rescue teams and emergency
services in Scotland to carry
out the extremely important
job they do.”

Making light of it: LCpl Donnie Begg and Cpl Danny Connor of 102 Field Support Squadron, 71 (Scottish) Engineer Regiment (V) direct one bil-
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North West chefs

set high standard

STANDARDS at the North
West’s Exercise Combat
Caterer were described
by Brig David Shaw, Com-
mander 42 (NW) Brigade,
as the best he had seen at
a catering competition.

Aim of the annual
event, held at Weeton
Camp, is to stimulate
interest in the skills of
field catering by encour-
aging chefs of all ranks,
through competition, to
improve both military and
technical standards while
working under pressure.

Each team of three
chefs and a driver had to
complete a series of
stands over two days,
finally producing a three-
course meal which was
judged by master chefs
W02 (SQMS) lan Patter-
son and WO2 (SQMS)
Mike Smith, and SSgt
Paul Clarke. Overall winners
were the 4 Kings Own Border
(V) team, who qualified for the
Army UK finals.

Cpl Tom Forster (4 QLR (V))
won the driving skills competi-
tion; the first aid was won by
208 Fd Hosp RAMC (V); the
marksmanship and physical

Dish of the day: Pte Sarah Dunphy,
the only female competitor at Weeton
Camp, shows off 156 (NW) Tpt Regt
RLC (V)’s winning meal

agility sections by 4 Kings
Own Border; the NBC test by
5/8 Kings (V); and the final field
cookery phase by 156 (NW) Tpt
Regt RLC (V).

Capt Chris Mehigan took
overall command of the exer-
cise, assisted by controller
WO1 (SSM) Tom Cairns.
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& =:\1r ([ {3 BRITISH GUNNERS GET ON WELL WITH FORMER WARSAW PACT ADVERSARIES

THE SIGHT of a British Warrior
armoured fighting vehicle operating with its
Soviet-style equivalent is something many
soldiers thought they would never see.

For years, NATO and the Warsaw Pact
prepared to fight each other in just such
vehicles.

Training with former enemies in north-
ern Bosnia has added a certain spice to life
for gunners from 17/159 Battery, 26 Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery.

The battery’s AS90s provide support to
the 6th Czech Mechanised Battalion within
the Dayton Peace Implementation Force’s
2nd Canadian Multi-National Brigade.
Three British forward observation officers
and their five-man crews each live and work
with a Czech company.

The Czechs were not part of the 3rd
Shock Army which faced 1 British Corps
before the fall of the Berlin Wall, so their
massive OT 64 armoured personnel carri-
ers are not well known in the West.

But the BVP variant of the nippy BMP 2
AVF which equips two of the Czech compa-
nies was standard throughout Warsaw Pact
armies.

A standing joke developed between Capt
Simon Wing’s team and the
Czech  company  they
worked with at Stari
Majdan.

On their first joint patrol, in bad weather
over snow, the heavy Warrior slipped off the
road. Two BMPs hauled it out.

The two commanders looked at each
other. “You wouldn’t have done that five
years ago, would you?” asked Capt Wing.

“No,” said the Czech company comman-
der with a grin.

The BMPs were adept at self-recovery
and were used to their potential, said Capt
Wing. At 13 tons, the Czech vehicles could

Report: Gordon Skilling JS TR 1= STt 1|
Pictures: Mike Weston

LBdr Simon Hickman (foreground) works
in the Czech battalion HQ operations room
with 1st Lt Bretislav Sedlacek
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Czech m

L [ AT
Above - Ops officer 1st Lt Vaclav
Vicek of 6 (Cz) Mech Bn and Maj
Mike Redmond, 17/159 Bty comman-
der, show some of the 80 weapons
confiscated from intruders into the
Zone of Separation

get to locations the up-armoured
Warrior, weighing in at 33 tons, was
unable to reach.

“When the snow was here it was
dangerous to go out in Warrior so we
used to patrol in BMPs and the

Czechs would let us

Capt Wing. The
BMP has a manual
gear box while the Warrior is auto-
matic, which led to some interesting
driving.

On the other hand, the Czechs
were profoundly impressed by the
sheer weight, size and power of War-
rior. When their vehicle ran over a
mine, the Chobham armour saved
Capt Martt White, his crew and
much of the AFV.

The Czechs took a robust
approach to their vehicles, which
were well used . . . and well dented.
One early patrol in the snow
was particularly enter-
taining for Capt White

and his crew as the Czech 1
vehicles slid precariously F
into each other.

The company comman- 0
der merely shrugged and
they all got on with the job. R

“At first the Czechs were
very reserved but we invited
a few over for a coffee and a beer
and now they come over by themselves,”
said Capt White.

As part of the Czech 4th Airborne
Brigade, 6 Cz Mech Bn has 30 per cent of
its soldiers parachute-trained.

“We have a slightly different doctrine so
we adapted to operating in a multi-national
framework,” said Maj Mike Redmond, OC
17/159 Bty. “We welded together very easily

in the first two-and-a-half months and
are quite happy operating under a
common policy within the Canadian
brigade. At the lowest level, the soldiers are
very professional, and their headquarters
are efficient.”

The Czechs quickly adapted to offensive
support from a British artillery battery and
everything had dovetailed neatly.

It is only when soldiers are away from
British Army chefs that they truly appreci-
ate them. European rations were very differ-
ent. At battalion HQ there was a
® Turn to Page 20
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Above - 2nd Lt Lukaj
Kvuoe liaises with Bdr
Dean Perryment, Bdr
Darren Barton and
Capt Simon Wing
before a joint BMP-
Warrior patrol

Right — Operating with
Czech OT 64s are Bdr
Dave Wood, Gnr Tom
Hilton, Gnr Vinny
Oakes and Capt Matt
White with call sign
11A, which survived
an anti-tank mine
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SPRING comes late to the desolate snow
fields on the high plateau round Kupres in
Bosnia, where British, Dutch and
Malaysians of the Dayton Peace Imple-
mentation Force (IFOR) shiver in the wind.

To the south, the blossom is out in Split
and further north, on the line where the
fighting stopped, primroses and snow-
drops are pushing up past the anti-person-
nel mines. As the snow melts and the
ground softens these areas will be cleared
so new life can return.

This is only possible because of the
presence of IFOR troops, who have
ensured that the opposing armies have
evacuated their lines of confrontation and
that all non-Bosnian troops have with-
drawn. :

In the British area of responsibility,
Multi-National Division (South West), the
most significant progress was the peace-
ful return of the Serbs to the area round
Mrkonjic Grad and Sipovo from which they
were ejected last September.

The military objectives of IFOR have
been achieved, but its task is not finished,
said Lt Col Peter Wall, CO 32 Armoured
Engineer Regiment and deputy brigade
commander.

Joint operations staff at Multi-National Division (Soi
Proks (Czech Republic) Maj Russ Santala (USA), Maj Buster Bowes (Canada), Col Andrew
Ritchie, British Chief of Staff, Lt Col Jan Vlastnik (Czech Republic) Capt Robert Van-Putten

(Netherlands) and Maj Phillipe Hochart (France)

IFOR achieves its objective,
but now the real work begins

uth West) HQ include Lt Col Josef

“The way ahead for the military is not
prescribed in the Dayton agreement fur-
ther than D plus 120, when weapons had to
be secured in cantonments,” he said, “so
there is scope for factions to make their
own assumptions.

“Itis very important that we continue the
dialogue through the Military Commis-
sions process to ensure that everybody is
in sync with IFOR'’s view, and that ours is a
realistic view in terms of what the factions
are going to do militarily.”

The military effort is now switching to
place more emphasis on community work,
helping civilians to help themselves, he
said. There was a gap between the assis-
tance needed now and what would be
available through aid agencies in the
longer term.

“Between now and the elections in Sep-
tember we have to give people the clear
impression that the vestiges of peace are
worth pursuing,” said Col Wall.

“If we don’t seize the chance this
summer, and then find ourselves in a situ-
ation next winter in which there has been
no progress, then people’s perceptions of
the benefits of peace will fall far short of
what we would like.”




IFOR EXERCISE LEAVES NOTHING TO CHANCE

Czech mates

® From Page 18

preponderance of pasta, rice, meat and
boiled potatoes for breakfast or tea, and
cold suppers of sardines were not unusual.

The British and Canadians linked a
Canadian satellite decoder and disc, and a
British TV and video. But the home shop-
ping programme they picked up wasn’t
popular, nor were a Spanish channel and
what the gunners thought was a Polish
transmission.

But Eurosport gave some relief.

“They try very hard to look after us,”
said Sgt Colin Chester, “like giving us
extra room, and letting us have showers
when a lot of their own boys can’t use
them.”

British, Canadians and Czechs were
initially segregated in the ops room, but
information is now passed more freely.

Although several Czechs speak ade-
quate English, it was difficult to converse
both on a social basis and in an operational
setting.

“They are strong-willed and keen to do
everything themselves, but speaking one-
to-one we get to know them and they now
ask us to send reports to the Canadian
brigade HQ, because they understand us
better,” said Bdr Russ Chant.

“They recognise that we have no chance
of speaking Czech so they are trying hard
to learn English.”

The British gunners fly Czech pennants
and wear Czech flashes as well as their own
Union Flag insignia.

Working with Czechs and Canadians
gives an added dimension to the gunners’
operation, and because the Czechs are
anxious to join NATO, they are taking a
keen interest in operating with the Royal
Artillery.
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IT WAS not a good Monday morning for
Maj Duggie Brown and B Company of the
1st Battalion, The Queen’s Lancashire Reg-
iment.

The battalion had deployed to a small vil-
lage near the zone of separation to supervise
the return of the Bosnian Serb Army (VRS)
to the Anvil, an area from which they had
been ejected in the recent war.

Above - Cpl Waine Staveley (driver), Pte Steve
Corbett (gunner) and vehicle commander Cpl
Mick Bradley of 1 QLR Recce Pin on duty in their
Sabre outside the Serb Kula barracks

Left — 1 QLR Support Company flies in by Chi-
nook to strengthen the B Company position

Right — Queen’s Lancashires stand ready at
Black Dog

Company was “choppered” into the valley
in two Chinook lifts.

An American four-man section equipped
with loudspeakers deployed with them to
tell the opposing force the error of their
ways, and to let them know their co-ordi-
nates were known and could be shelled.

When one tank and three AFVs arrived
at their checkpoint the Lancas-

Under the Dayton peace
agreement, the Serb Army I
(VRS) was allowed to return
with strictly limited forces, but F

as the soldiers moved south they
had with them three tanks and
nine infantry fighting vehicles.

IFOR had not given permis-
sion for this strength to return to
an area previously occupied by
Bosnian Muslims and Croats.

The VRS soldiers demanded access
through the zone of separation so they
could occupy a transistor factory taken over
—and cleaned out — by B Company.

Maj Brown explained this was not
allowed under the terms of the peace agree-
ment.

He was confident he could deal with the
situation. He had four Milan posts
deployed to guard the junction. But the
brigade reserve of A Coy, 2 LI and B Sqgn,
QRH were deployed, and 1 QLR Support

trians fired a burst over their
heads and gave them five min-
utes to move back.

They moved back.

It was, in fact, a notional burst
of fire. The confrontation was
actually a worst-case scenario
for an exercise organised by HQ
4 Armoured Brigade to practise
procedures they might have to

carry out when the VRS Army
re-occupied the Anvil two days later.

The forces moving against them were
actually A Squadron, The Light Dragoons
in their Scimitar armoured reconnaissance
vehicles. At other locations, Warriors of the
2nd Battalion, The Light Infantry were
probing to find weak spots.

B Company’s sergeant major, WO2
Danny Bennett, said: “Before we go on
patrol we rehearse everything so that the
soldiers know what they are doing.”

It was a valuable exercise, but in the

all right
thanks to 4 Bri
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Lt Col Grahame Flood, CO of 1 QLR, chats
to Col Milenko Lazic, deputy commander of
the 30th VRS Division, as his soldiers
approach Black Dog

event, the Serbs co-operated to the letter
and the whole operation went like clock-
work. Just before the flag-waving lorries
arrived, the commanding officer of 1 QLR,
Lt Col Grahame Flood, chatted to Col
Milenko Lazic, deputy commander of the
30th VRS Division.

Relations were cordial.

Serb mine clearance teams were soon
working with British EOD detachments to
clear unexploded ordnance from farms and
fields they had re-occupied.

Towards the end of the operation, Maj
Ross Anderson and Champion Company

#
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stopped two Serbs on their final task. They
had to deliver an anti-aircraft system,
which, under the Dayton agreement, was
not allowed into the Anvil. The soldiers
asked if they could dump the gun in the
river. No, they were told, that would not be
environmentally friendly.

Having taken the gun as far as they
could, the pair demolished it themselves
and abandoned it with C Company.

A few days later the Queen’s Lancashires
came under genuine gunfire when several
rounds were loosed off in their general
direction.

They decided against returning fire; such
incidents are rare when they used to be
common, and can usually be attributed to a
high-spirited or drunk soldier announcing
his presence with a typical “Balkan
unload”.

It was a memorable moment for the bat-
talion, which replaced the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers as one of
the two British infantry bartalions dedicat-
ed to IFOR.

Headquartered along with Support
Company at Sipovo near the 4 Armd Bde
HQ, 1 QLR has B Company at Gornji
Ribnik, A Company based on Mrkonjic
Grad, C Company guarding the Bosca dam
and B Squadron QRH under command at
Kljuc.

e's rehearsals

Lt Adrian Peters and his reconnaissance
platoon, equipped with eight Sabres, have
one of the more interesting tasks. Their
winter tracks took them over snow to places
Saxon could not reach.

The battalion deployed in late February
with some 580 soldiers, including additions
from 1 Kings, 5/8 Kings and 4 QLR, and
after the six-month tour will return to Tid-
worth where it is part of 1 Mechanised
Brigade.

It was a completely different kind of
operation from anything the regiment was
used to, said Maj Rupert Janes, OC Sup-
port Company. Maintaining peace when
there was no real enemy required a particu-
lar kind of discipline.

The destruction they saw came as a
shock to young men from Western Europe,
said Lt Col Flood. “Although they are
trained soldiers, if they hadn’t been in a the-
atre of war before and experienced this kind
of thing then the sheer devastation, just in
terms of infrastructure, hits home.”

Being in former Yugoslavia has had a
powerful effect on Pte John Christian. His
wife hails from Zagreb and he is conscious
of being in a position to help her country
and people.

“We feel we are doing something useful
in stopping the violence and she is really
proud of us,” he said.
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Above - An eye for detail: ]

Directing
staff W02 ;
(QMSI) John |
Berry and
W02 Jock
Goodwin

Left - Gym

test: Cpl Nicky
Pearce (9 Sig

This is how you do the abdominal curl conditioning test. SSgt (SSI) Mark Woodhouse
and $Sat (SSI) Paul Stewart demonstrate

Cpl drew Galbraith (2) f
Mgrsden (6) from 35 Engr Regt, le
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Regt) in action

Right — Up and
over: LCpl Marc
McLean (25 Engr
Regt) vaults the
wooden horse

QUESTION - How do you become a member
of the Army Physical Training Corps?
ANSWER — With difficulty.

For starters, you have to pass a selection
course, held three times a year at the Army
School of Physical Training in Queens
Avenue, Aldershot.

Each course lasts four days and puts up to
32 candidates — working in small syndicates —
through a rigorous programme of physical and
aptitude challenges.

Education assessments test arithmetic and
English skills and include an essay on a PT-
related topic.

An important part of the assessment is a
half-hour interview during which would-be
corps instructors are marked on their ability to
communicate and interact with personnel of
all ranks.

But the heart of the course is the sweaty bir.
Directing staff at ASPT look for potential

|
|

| Mark m members of their corps to demonstrate high
RO % I:i%:igg oan“t(:‘!: ‘l:opg race it Blice Miases levels of physical fitness and gymnastic
a

prowess.

Testing times: APTC candidates complete an education assessment

The stamina-sapping programme includes
a 1'/2 -mile run (in 9min for men, 9min 45sec
for women), heaves, dips, trunk curls and ver-
tical jumps.

Throw in gymnastic tests, an obstacle
course, swimming and the eagerly-awaited
grand finale, a group endurance event dis-
guised as a muscle-busting log race, and you
have the picture.

Candidates are selected on their ability to
reach the standards and operate in an alien
unit on their own. The selection board deci-
sion is given on the fourth day. Successful sol-
diers are invited to a six-month probationers’
course, in the rank of sergeant. And that’s
when the really hard work begins . . .

Water stop: LCpl Sonia
Hurst (2 DS Regt RLC)
and LCpl Tracy Heather-
ington (Army School of
Catering) catch their
breath after the log race

]

Up and under: Capt Gareth Davies APTC assesses LCpl Mark
Marsden (35 Engr Regt) in the gym
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GAME IS ON AS ARGYLLS EXERCISE IN KENYA -

Right — Dawn chorus:
From left are Pte Paul
Cuprie, LCpl David
Duncan and Pte Krist-
ian Clezy

Below - Dunbarton
soldiers Pte David
Izett, Pte Matt Ban-
natyne, Pte Barry
McGuire and Pte lan
Dunn take time out for
a cuppa on Mount
Kenya

SHOULD you be walking down a chilly
Princes Street in Edinburgh during the
next few weeks, wrapped in gloves and
warm coat, and you bump into four young
lads wearing T-shirts and sporting tans,
you have probably just met some members
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"Britain's Leading Suppliers of Kit to the Professionals"

Silverman's Ltd oeps)

2 Harford Street, Mile End, London. E1 4PS

CENTHE ZiP
ACTION BAG

Snug =

Stay Wui‘iﬂ‘k\

and comfortable. |_

Buffalo Sp6 shirts £72.99

olive or black

Original Mountain shirts
£67.99 olive.

Genuine issue, 3 ammo
2 utility Pouches, Main body
of rig is a large storage area,
DPM or Green £44.99

| PLCE Bergen, | Berghaus

SAS/Para

All other Buffalo kit stocked
CWC G10 Seiko Chrono.
£57.99 -£65.99 Genuine £185.00

Military Issue Watches.
Analogue + Chronograph
Military Watch Straps in stock.
CWC are genuine issue Beware of
imports with similar sounding names

125ltr. 3 external ' pouc
pockets, a3
Waterproof
Butyle Nylon | Cord
outer, very heav_vl
duty. Genuine I

-
Pak
SnugPak, and Military Sleeping Bags
Antaretica2C [sodry (centre zip) £110.00
Merlin Softie 3 £ 55.00
Hawk Softie 9 £ 75.00
Osprey Softie 12 £ 89.99
Military issue Sleeping bag £ 79.99
Military issue bag + base £ 99.99
Goretex issue Bivvy Bags
Full zip/hood Arctic issue £140.00
Non zip squaddie issue £110.00
Arctic issue Nylon, Olive Green £ 1999
ARG VERMAN'S  Phone
for free

Tropicals in
stock
UK & BFPO
P&P £2.99
ANY SIZE
ORDER.
PRI Orders
Accepted.

Bergan Rucksackl 125ltr, side |Cyclops2 Vulcan

| patrol pack. I for easy access,

lightweightand
durable Only

£145.00

hes make 1001tr
Sltr day IBotlom zip entry

ura outer, Iside pouches zip
off to make day
pack Bargain

I £175.00

issue £189.99 |

q (D

Danner Boots +
Matterhorn Boots, for
severe weather use.
Goretex, Thinsulate
insulation, Vibram
commdo soles, Phone §
for details and best &
U.K. prices. All types
of Genuine military
footwear in Stock.

FREE CAT : 0171 790 5257 [INFO : 0171 790 5585
CREDIT RD ORDERS:0171 790 0900

(3)

FAX : 0171 791 0008
LERS MON-FRI1 9.30AM-5PM & SUN MORN 10-1PM

& | HHEC

1) Army Issue Assault
Boots, New £39.99
2) Goretex Army Issue Boot
liners, keep your feet dry
and warm, (Mid calf length)
New £14.99 .
(Knee length) New £24.99
3) Army issue 80% wool
socks, cushion sole, only
£2.99 pr.
JUST IN covsssic LATEST
DPM TACTICAL VEST
GENUINE ISSUE.  £125.00

Bush watch:LCpI Derek Laird [
and Pte John Corkhill on patrol

of the 1st Battalion, The Argyll and Suther-
land Highlanders.

The Jocks have returned from Exercise
Grand Prix III, more than six weeks
training with engineers and gunners in
Kenya. They acclimatised with low level
training at Solio Ranch before a pro-
gramme of intense work and live-firing on
the close quarters battle range at Mpala
Farm, jungle warfare at Kathendini and
adventurous training at LLake Naivasha and
at the coast.

The range at Mpala Farm was not with-
out its hazards.

One soldier on stag spotted a lion
approaching his position. As a tribesman
had been killed and eaten by a lion in the
district only the week before, the soldier
nervously fired his mini flares. The lion,
unimpressed, continued its advance. At
this point the soldier reported over the
radio that he had a problem and was going
to throw a thunderflash.

When help arrived the lion had disap-
peared into the bush and the unfortunate
soldier was found hiding under his poncho
behind a jerrycan.

Wildlife was very impressive and mem-
bers of the battalion who

Story and
Pictures: "
Chris Barker

, 1 & o
2
]

LCpl John Reid helps distribute supplies to a children’s home near where 1 A and SH were
camped in Kenya. The “goodies” were donated by the battalion

to avoid dehydration. Fortunately the Jocks
took sensible precautions and no major
medical problems were encountered.

For the next phase the soldiers moved to
the cooler rarefied slopes

were paying their first
visit to Kenya were lucky
enough to see most vari-
eties of big game, includ-
ing elephant, giraffe,
hippopotamus, rhinocer-
o0s, and lion. The RSM,
WO1 Hugh Ballantyne,
and adjutant Capt Mike
Hay even got to stroke a

i

of Mount Kenya to learn
about jungle warfare and
survival.

The Jocks were
shown how to construct
shelters, trap animals,
and find water and food.

This was followed by
a period of partrolling
and living in the jungle.

& 3

cheetah.

As the exercise progressed assaults
developed from two-man to full company
attacks in the blistering heat of the north
Kenyan plains. It was important for the
Argylls to take in as much water as possible

o b4 Soldiers lived on compo
rations so as not to deplete the area of
wildlife and food.

Back at base in Nanyuki, the padre, the
Rev David Kingston, was galvanising HQ
Coy into action. A local children’s home

short on resources benefited from surplus
stores. “They may not be able to use all that
we gave them, but they will certainly be
able to trade the stuff for things they can,”
said the Rev Kingston.

The adventurous training gave troops
the chance to see some of equatorial Africa
and its wildlife, as well as get to grips with
serious rock climbing, white-water rafting,
mountain biking around extinct volcanoes
and canoeing in the hippo-infested waters
of Lake Naivasha.

Final phase of the exercise was a battal-
ion battle group attack on the Kenyan army
range at Archers Post — a real test of stami-
na with temperatures in the high 90s and
soldiers fighting over a large area of difficult
terrain in the dismounted infantry role.
Excellent facilities and hard work over the
ensuing weeks ensured a successful conclu-
sion to this African adventure.
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Colonel’s
orphanage

odyssey
that began
in Croatia

WHEN Col Mark Cook arrived in
Croatia in June 1992 to command
the British contingent of the United
Nations Protection Force, he
could not have dreamt that within
a short time he would have fallen
for a young Croatian doctor and
agreed to spearhead a campaign
to rebuild an orphanage wrecked
by Serbian shellfire.

His involvement almost wrecked
his marriage and incurred the dis-
pleasure of his military superiors,
but, within 18 months, Mark and
his wife, Caroline, had reconciled
their differences and were working
together to achieve his mission to
rehouse Croatia’s lost children.

Mark Cook retired from the
Army in August 1993; four months
later the home at Lipik re-opened.
In the preceding months, dozens
of British soldiers based in the
region had given up spare time to
help clear rubble from the site.

Mark and Caroline established
a charity, Hope and Homes for
Children, and organised the
rebuilding of other children’s
homes in Sarajevo, Albania and
Sierra Leone.

Their aim is to give hope and
shelter to children who, because
of war or disaster, have nowhere
to live. The Cooks, who live in Wilt-
shire, hope to create an interna-
tional “family” with a network of
homes around the world and a
mother home in the UK, where

Signals
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Soldier photograph of Mark Cook and a smiling youngster in the

Croatian orphanage the colonel helped to rebuild

children from different countries
will be able to meet and develop
bonds. As these children grow up,
they will have been given the
chance to become ambassadors
for peace.

Possible locations for future
projects include Rwanda, Liberia,
Somalia, Angola and Chechnya.

museum

paid for — nearly

A MASSIVE fund-raising effort by
the Royal Corps of Signals to
finance the extending and
revamping of its museum at
Blandford has almost — but not
quite — succeeded in finding the
£1,100,000 needed to complete
the ambitious project.

Now the museum trustees are
hoping to twist a few more arms to
pull in the £150,000 outstanding.

Construction of the new wing
began in late 1994 and was suffi-
ciently advanced to be formally
opened by the Princess Royal,
Colonel-in-Chief of the corps, last
July. .

The building was taken into use
on February 29 and archives have
been moved into a new home in
the Greenwood Room, where new
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racking in memory of the late Sig
Harold Greenwood was provided
by his family.

The museum’s restaurant has
been opened by Naafi in the form
of a Second World War canteen.

If you can help with fund-rais-
ing, contact the New Museum Pro-
ject Team, Royal School of
Signals, Blandford Camp, Bland-
ford Forum, Dorset DT11 8RH (tel
01258 482258).

3 A memorial in ocak has been
unveiled at St Dunstan’s,
Ovingdean, near Brighton. Provid-
ed by Combat Stress of Eind-
hoven, it is an expression of
gratitude from the Duich people to
British Servicemen and women
who liberated their country in 1945,

Donations can be sent to Hope
and Homes for Children, East
Clyffe, Salisbury SP3 4LZ (tel
01722 790111).

® Mark Cook's book, Promise
of Hope, detailing his experiences
in war-torn Croatia, has been re-
issued in paperback by Penguin,
price £6.99.

L0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, April 27, 1946

CAMP CAPERS

BUTLIN’S at Clacton-on-Sea,
Essex is back in the holiday
business. .. after six years of
war service as an internee
camp, Pioneer Corps depot,
light Ack-Ack range and home
to 16 Holding Regiment RA.
The Butlin’s Luxury Holiday
Camp sign stayed up through-
out the war.

5I3YEARS AGO
From Soldier, April 1971

HIS MEN LOOKED UP TO HIM
LT COL Michael Hardy, at 6ft
7in the tallest commanding
officer in the British Army,
relinquished command of the
1st Battalion, The King’s Own
Royal Border Regiment.

That was

THE five soldiers pictured right
were on exercise in Sharjah in the
Gulf with A Coy, 4 RGJ when a
photograph of them appeared in a
local newspaper. That was 26
years ago.

When Roy Palmer turned 50
this year he got the lads together
for a reunion. In the same order in
both photographs, they are, from
left, Roy (who retired in 1981 in
the rank of CSgt); Brian Smith
(1971, rifleman); Len Corbett
(1977, WO2); Maj Paddy Proctor,
who is still serving; and Dave
Gildner (1971, rifleman).

Officers’ Mess, Deysbrook Bar-

racks, Liverpool closed on
March 31. Anyone who presented
property to the mess is asked to
contact Maj (Retd) Stan Harg-
reaves on Liverpool Mil 2736
(0151-242 2736) by June 30, after
which items will be disposed of
appropriately.

As part of the Hong Kong draw-
down, the Hong Kong Military
Service Corps will disband on
March 31, 1997. Donors of pre-
sentation pieces to the Corporals’
Warrant Officers’ and SNCOs’ and
Officers’ Messes are asked to
state their wishes for return or dis-
posal. Items unclaimed by May 31
will be sold off to raise funds for
the Hong Kong Locally Enlisted
Personnel Trust which will contin-
ue to support soldiers and their
families. Contact Maj N C Li, Corps
Adjutant, HQ and Depot HKMSC,
Stonecutters Island, BFPO 1 (tel
Hong Kong 27460492).

Major General: N W F Richards —
To be GOC HQ 4 Div, Mar 31.

Brigadiers: G E Ratcliffe — To
RN Hospital, Apr 1; GCM Lamb —
To be Cmdr 5 Airborne Bde and
Aldershot Gar, Apr 5; W R Short—
To MoD, Apr 9.

Colonels: P R Horobin — To
Primary Health and Dental Care
Sves (G), Mar 25; P Lynch ~ To
Surg Gen, Mar 25; J | Mont-
gomery — To Primary Health and
Dental Care Svcs (G), Mar 25; AL
Moorby — To HQ Land, Mar 25; F
R Steer — To IMS Brussels, Mar
i

J M Arigho — To Surg Gen, Apr
1; Hon S J T Coleridge — To AG,

4 Bn, Northamptonshire Regt
(1939-46): All ranks reunion
dinner on May 3 at Clare Street
Drill Hall, Northampton. Tickets
(£7.50) from Maj D P Scopes,
Rectory  Cottage,  Barnwell,
Northamptonshire ~PE8 5PG
(01832 272814).

2nd Bn, The Monmouthshire
Regiment: London Group OCA
annual reunion at the Plough, 27
Museum Street, London WC1A
1LH on May 4. Details from S J
Stapleton 0181-560 2203.

Devonshire and Dorset Regi-
ment: Regimental day, and asso-
ciation dinner and reunion, May 4,
at Exeter. Details from RHQ on
01392 492435.

ltaly Star Association 1943-45:
May 7, Service of remembrance at
the National Memorial day, West-
gate Gardens, Canterbury. Details
from A James on 01843 597700.

Apr 1; L P Lillywhite — To DACOS
HQ Land, Apr 9; A H M MacMillan
— To be Comd Med 1 (UK) Armd
Div and Sig Regt, Apr 1; M J Rat-
cliffe — To Surg Gen, April 1;SJ L
Roberts — To MoD, Apr 5; M K
Stretch — To HQ Land, Apr1;IF G
Whittington — To Mil Svy, Apr 1; R
J York — To Commander HQ 2 Div,
Apr 1.

Lt Cols: G A R Adams
AGC(ALS) — To HQ Cdo Forces
RM, Mar 25; S J Barry, Para - To
JHQ Implementation Team, Mar
25; J J Bethell REME — To be CO
SEME, Mar 25; J J S Bourne-May,
Coldm Gds — To Staff Coll, Mar
25; A Briard RGBW - To MoD,
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May 18, London Guildhall recep-
tion and Beating Retreat by AGC
Band in Guildhall Square. May 19,
annual parade and luncheon of the
Italy Star Association. Standards
of regimental and old comrades’
associations welcome. Details
from D Cooke on 01705 366721 or
S Leech on 01329 664874.

Cheshire Regimental Associa-
tion: Birkenhead and District
Branch's fifth Oak Leaf Dinner,
Hesketh Hall, Port Sunlight, May
24, Tickets (£10) from Bill York on
0151-630 2917.

74 Med Regt RA: Annual reunion
at TA Centre, Brighton, on June 1.
Details from Ron Somers, 104A
Lee Road, London SE3 9DE
(0181-852 6716). New contacts
unable to attend will be included
on newsletter mailing list.

25 Regiment RA 1947-84: Bi-
annual reunion takes place on July

Mar 25; H C H Ellison RTR - To
MoD, Mar 26; D T Keattch RA —
To MoD, Mar 25; S J Oxlade
RGBW — To be CO 2 RGBW, Mar
25; N B Philpott RA—To be CO 16
Regt RA, Mar 25; J J P Poraj-
Wilczynski, Para — To HQ Inf, Mar
27.

C G J Bullough ALS - To
SHAPE, Apr 1; Hon | D W Chant-
Sempill, Hidrs — To HQ Inf, Apr 1;
J S Douglas, R Irish — To MoD,
Apr 1; J B Duffus RE - To JHQ,
Apr1; N C Everard, 9/12 L - To be
CO 9/12 L, Apr 2; R T Hoole, R
Signals — To JHQ, Apr 1; K | F
Lamb REME — To HQ UKSC(G),
A P R Roberts, R Signals — To

7. Details from Len Haddow, 4 The
Rise, Hempstead, Gillingham,
Kent ME7 3SF (01634 388156).

497 and 976 Squads, Royal
Marines: Combined reunion,
August 31 at Royal Fleet Club, Ply-
mouth. Details from Peter Wye,
Pet-a-Pat, 349 Old Road, Clacton-
on-Sea, Essex CO15 3RQ (01255
434784).

6th Bn, Gordon Highlanders
1939-45: Annual reunion dinner at
the Royal British Legion, Buckie,
on September 6. All Gordon High-
landers welcome. Details from A
Robson on 01542 833254.

May

3-5: Rheindahlen Show.
4-6: Aldershot Show.
25-27: Rhine Army Summer
Show, Paderborn.
25-27: Overlord 96 military vehi-
cle rally, Southsea, Hants.
9-12: Military culinary competi-
tion and open day, St Omer Bar-
racks, Aldershot.
11: RBL 75th anniversary Big
Band dance, Dunstable (tickets
01582 603326).
June

5-6: Floodlit Beating Retreat by
massed bands of Household
Division, Horse Guards Parade.
15: RLC at Home. Displays,
demonstrations, sideshows at
Princess Royal Barracks, Deep-
cut, Camberley, Surrey, 2-6pm.
15: Queen’s Birthday Parade,
Horse Guards Parade. Colour
trooped by 1 |G (rehearsals
June 1 and 8).
29-30: SSAFA Lincolnshire
fund-raising event at Air Day,
RAF Waddington, Lincoln.
July

5: RE Rowing Club 150th
anniversary  row-past and
reunion, Royal Henley.
9-20: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court.
21: Oxon-Bucks RBL gala day,
Stonor Park nr Henley-on-
Thames. Details from County
Field Officer on 01865 53151.
28: Tank Museum battle day,
Bovington.
September
7-8: Berwick Military Tattoo.
Proceeds to SSAFA.
October
6: Aldershot militaria exhibition
and fair, The Maltings, Farn-
ham, Surrey,
November
16: Classic military band con-
cert, Band of RAF College
Cranwell at Cranwell in aid of
SSAFA Lincolnshire. (details:
01406 425550).

® To include public events in this
diary, contact the Editor.

Ex-Cpl R G Hazell would like to
hear from staff of British Military
Hospital Miinster (1952-54), par-
ticularly RSM Glenn, Lt Brunt, Maj
Hyde, Lt Col Aitcheson, all RAMC.
Replies to 20B Homecroft Road,

MoD, Apr 1; N T Start RLC - To
JHQ, Apr 1; N D O Williams RE —
To HQ (42 (NW) Bde, Apr 1.

Retirements

Brigadiers: M P S Shaw, late R
Signals, Mar 31; R A Smart, late
RADC, Mar 31; R J S Wardle, late
Coldm Gds, Mar 31.

Colonels: J R Cawthorne, late
RLC, Mar 31; R A Eccles, late Int
Corps, Apr 1; J McKinnell, late
AGC(ETS), Mar 29; N M
Prideaux, late RGJ, Mar 31; A/Col
F T Adams, late RAMC, Apr4;JB
Bennett, late RE, Apr 4; D | Hart-
ley, late RAMC, Apr 7; J D E
Edwards, late RADC, Apr12; MM
Slattery, late QARANC, Apr 15.

Sydenham, London SE26 5QG.

Autumn reunion planned for ex-
Aldershot Manor School for
Girls (1970-75). News sought of
Amanda Astbury, Sandra Brown,
Christine Goodall, Sian John,
Amanda Lambert, Amanda Link,
June Stabbach and Deborah
White. Please call Kathryn Gale
on 01252 375860.

L Gray would be pleased to hear
from old comrades from the Pio-
neer Platoon, 2nd East Surrey
Regiment stationed at Haifa,
Palestine 1945-47. Replies to him
at 28 Highfield Road, Northwood,
Ramsgate, Kent CT12 6QX.

Researcher seeks details of uni-
forms of local volunteer regiments
worn at the 1860 Royal Review in
Holyrood Park, Edinburgh. Replies
to John Thomson, Flat 12, The
Beeches, 22 Church Road West,
Farnborough, Hants GU14 6QF.
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Am | your youngest

readeii

MY NAME is Jamie, I
am 11 years old and
have two sisters called
Katie and Becky. I live
in Gomshall and I go to
school at Tillingbourn.

I really love the Army
and have loved it since I
was seven. I have lots of
Army  things, like
trousers, jacket, web-
bing, waterproof jacket,
torch, lots of Army hats
and much more.

I am a really big fan of
Soldier Magazine. 1 have
been reading it since
June, have loved every
magazine so far, and
like the new design.

I would be very grate-
ful if you would send me
some photographs or pictures
if you have any to spare. And I
would also be very happy if you
would put my letter into the
magazine. Thank you. — Jamie

Westbrook, Guildford.
PS: Do you think I am your
youngest reader?

® Well, is Jamie our youngest

DEFENCE RESEARCH
AGENCY (DRA)

GRADE 7: SALARY CIRCA £25,000

PROGRAMME FOR PARTNERSHIP
IN TECHNOLOGY

CLOSING DATE: 2 JUNE 1996

A Grade 7 is sought to work as part of a small, expert team
carrying out specialised tasks in Russia and Central Europe.
It is expected that the ideal candidate will:

* Be a UK national with nothing in their background

which would discourage the Russian Federation

from issuing a multi-entry visa

Have English as a first language

Be fluent in Russian (to CSC interpreter equivalent)

Be able to demonstrate recent personal experience in

Russia dealing with military, industrial or scientific

organisations

* Be willing to travel widely and to reside in Russia for
periods of up to 3 months at a time (office and
company flat in Moscow provided)

* Be physically and mentally robust

This appointment is offered for an initial 3 year fixed

term with the possibility of extending to 5 years or per-

manency.

* % %

For an application form please contact:

Mrs Brenda Hacker,
FD Personnel, Room G10, Bldg 401,
DERA Pyestock,
Farnborough, Hants GU14 OLS.
or call 01252 374671 (24hr answering machine).
Please quote reference
DERA/FD/7PPT/FM in all instances

W L e TR
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reader? Perhaps anyone who
knows otherwise will let us know.
Meanwhile, Jamie has received a
special Soldier pack including
photographs and stickers. -
Editor.

Picture: Terry Champion

Gurkhas:
Appeal
to the
Sultan

YOU reported (In the
Press, April 1) that thou-
sands of Gurkhas who
fought beside British sol-
diers during the First and
Second World Wars are
now living in “poverty and
penury” (to quote the
Daily Teélegraph).

In the same issue you
also said that the 3rd Bat-
talion, The Royal Gurkha
Regiment is due to deploy
to Brunei in December.

If we are to believe all we
read, the Sultan of Brunei
is the richest man in the
world.

Could he not be
approached to make a con-
tribution to these brave,
heroic Gurkha veterans in
recognition of their former
service? — P Beaton,
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex.

We had a positive
iInducement not to
save our pennies

SOLDIER never ceases to
amaze me. We get all the
update “gen” . . . then you read
something that takes your
mind back 56 years.

Fred Dawber of Cheshire
(Letters, April 1) says he got
seven shillings a week — lucky
him!

I was standing on the bar-
rack square with The Black
Watch at Queens Barracks,
Perth, drawn up for my first
pay parade. I stepped smartly
forward and threw up my best
salute (as taught by Sgt
Currie), tendered the pay book
and signed for my pay — all two
half-crowns of it (25p in
today’s money).

As I gazed at the coins RSM
“Big” Andy Drummond roared
out: “Well, don’t you want it,
soldier?”

Islung up another salute
and retreated to the ranks,
where I was informed that was
all T would get as I had been

deducted two shillings (10p)
for “barrack room damages”.

My two half-crowns would
have to buy blanco, Brasso,
Cobra boot polish and tooth-
paste — and the rest I could
spend on char and wads in the
Naafi, or get drunk.

Incidentally, where did all
the “brass” we spent on bar-
rack room damages go?

Later we got a rise of a
shilling (12p) a day, half to go
on post-war credits and half to
the soldiers’ pay. We were rich
indeed.

Then we were summoned on
parade and told the Govern-
ment would be grateful if we
would save by opening a bank
account. All those willing,
please step forward . . .

No one moved. What the
RSM didn’t hear was a certain
NCO hissing: “I’ll break the
legs of the first one that
moves!” — Don E Smith MM
(ex-Black Watch), Telford.
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BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

——— Roadership survey — see centre section

Restorers seek
descendants of
Gen Lennox VC

LOCATED in Woodvale
Cemetery, Brighton, is a
family vault containing, among
others, the remains of Lt Gen
Wilbraham Oates Lennox VC
KCB, who won his Cross as a
lieutenant during the Crimean
campaign.

The memorial and site are
now in a dilapidated state and
the Military Historical Society
and The Institute of Royal
Engineers have shown an
interest in having the memorial
restored.

Before any further decision
is taken we would wish to iden-
tify any possible living descen-
dants of Gen Lennox.

Perhaps your readers may be
able to assist. — Anthony ]J

Murphy, 71 Farm Hill,
Woodingdean, Brighton
BN2 6BG.

SOLDIER appeal traces
war hero — 56 years on

THANKS to Soldier and my
appeal through your, Search-
line column (April 1) I have
been able to locate an old sol-
dier to pass on thanks to him
from Canada for an act of brav-
ery 56 years ago.

James Walters, of Ontario,
had been trying to find Pte F
Hockley, of A Company, 1
Bucks, who attempted to save
the life of James’s uncle, Pte
Robert Walters, near Dunkirk
in 1940.

Pte Walters, shot in the neck,
was carried by Pte Hockley for
two miles through enemy terri-
tory to Hazebrouch, where he
died on March 27 of that year.

On behalf of James Walters I
had appeals published in every
local newspaper in the Buck-
inghamshire area, but in vain.

Then I turned to Seldier. It
appears that the son of Mr
Hockley’s brother read my
Searchline appeal, passed it on
to Mr Hockley’s son, and he in
turn to his father, who lives in
Devon.

I am now in contact with

former Private Hockley and 1
am sure the family in Canada
will, like myself, be over the
moon.

I can only express my feel-
ings to you in the easiest way

Back badge

IN YOUR April 15 issue Mr Brian
Kirkwood refers to the back
badge of the old Gloucestershire
Regiment (now worn by members
of The Royal Gloucestershire,
Berkshire and Wiltshire Regi-
ment).

While he is entirely correct in
saying that the back badge dates
from the battle of Alexandria in
1801, the laurel wreath was first
used on the badge in 1878 and
has never had an additional sur-
rounding wreath awarded.

However the 1st Glosters,
once again surrounded, fought
with such gallantry at the battle of
Festubert in 1918 that they wore
a greatly enlarged back badge for
some years, until changes in
headdress made it impractical.

It seems probable that this is

For the record .

possible, yet so seldom done.

A very sincere “thank you”
to Soldier. You made an old
“Bucks Boy” very happy. —
Jack Cheshire, Aylesbury,
Bucks.

. .For the record .. .For therecord ...

the origin of Mr Kirkwood'’s belief.
— Maj (Retd) C P T Rebbeck,
Regimental Secretary, The
Royal Gloucestershire, Berk-
shire and Wiltshire Regiment,
Custom House, Gloucester.

Chefs and cooks

| WAS interested in the letter
“Chefs, not cooks” (For the
record, April 1) and the definition
that chefs are professionals and
cooks are not.

Chef taken from the French
means the head male cook of a
restaurant and he has cooks or
commis chefs under him —all pro-
fessional.

Cook, on the other hand, is
usually the name given to a
woman, especially in a domestic
situation: that does not make her
an amateur.

Why can’t
we have
U EET
stuff, too?

PLEASE could you answer a
question. Everyone else I have
asked hasn’t got a clue.

I have been a member of the
REME (Volunteers), based at
Ashford, for more than a year.
When I was issued with kit, I
knew it wouldn’t be the latest
which our infantry friends get.

We are issued 58 Pattern
webbing and sleeping bags —
and an annual rumour that the
new stuff is on its way.

My question is: why doesn’t
the Army make it possible for
soldiers who want extra kit to
buy it through the military
chain rather than having to go
to surplus stores?

These surplus stores, I might
add, appear to advertise all the
latest Army issue — while we
have to put up with 58 Pattern
equipment.

If they can buy it, why can’t
we? — Sean Johnson, Folke-
stone, Kent.
® We haven't a clue either, but not
for want of trying to get an answer.
Can anyone help? — Editor

Delia Smith is hardly an ama-
teur, but is she a chef?

So don't be disappointed,
Chefs. You are all doing a splen-
did job wherever you are, a credit
to the RLC in particular and the
Army in general. — Lt Col (Retd)
Bruce Dyson (ex-ACC), Secre-
tary, The Army Catering Corps
Association, Deepcut, Surrey.

No fooling!

WHATEVER makes you think
April Fulcher? She didn't! (“Super
soldiers sought in new recruit
drive”, April 1).

Nice try, better luck next year.

You'd have done a better job
checking the RADC WO (Page 7,
same issue).

His belt buckle was almost at
his back. — Alec Coleman, Bury,
Lancs.
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Horror and triumphs
of Durham Terriers

ALTHOUGH the story of the
6th Battalion, The Durham
Light Infantry is typical of
many Territorial battalions, it
must be said that in the Second
World War few were in action
in such widely contrasting
environments.

These soldiers covered the
wild hills of Iraqg, the heat of
the desert and of Sicily, the
dangerous bocage of Nor-

The Faithful Sixth: A History of
the Sixth Battalion The Durham
Light Infantry by Harry Moses.
County Durham Books, paper-
back, £12.95. Available from Light
Infantry Office, Elvet Waterside,
Durham DH1 3BW or DLI
Museum, Aykley Heads, Durham
DH1 5TU, price £12,95 plus £3.75

" p&p.

Picture: Imperial War Museum

drawn and broken up in
December 1944 the 6th Battal-
ion DLI companies were
posted to an infantry training
unit at Skipton in Yorkshire . . .
and were soon settling down to
civilian life again.

This, however, was not the
end of the line for the Faithful
Sixth. In 1947 the 50th
(Northumbrian) Division was

re-formed as part of the

mandy, and the cold
squelching ground of Hol-
land in the winter of 1944-
45,

In The Faithful Sixth,
Harry Moses writes of the
unit from its first uniformed
parade as the 4th Durham
Rifle Volunteers (later re-
titled 2nd Volunteer Battal-
oty ‘DLI) - at' . Bishop
Auckland on Whit Monday
1860 to the merger with
another Territorial battal-
ion, the 8th, in 1967.

He draws on personal
and war diaries as well as
oral and written accounts.

SOUTH AFRICA

Volunteers from the unit
served in South Africa in
1900 and, as the 6th Battal-
ion (into which the 2nd was
incorporated on the formation
of the Territorial Force in
1902) fought heroically and
with grievous loss in the “hor-
rifying nightmare” of the First
World War as part of the
Northumbrian Division.

In the Second World War,
the Sixth - which had re-
emerged after the Territorial
Army was re-formed in 1920 —
was part of 151 Bde of 50th
(Northumbrian) Division, the
same formation with which it
served in the earlier conflict,

After being evacuated at
Dunkirk and following almost
a year’s preparation at home
the battalion headed for the
Mediterranean.

The author describes its part
in the mobile force based on
Cyprus, its shipment to Haifa
and the long haul overland to
Iraq, a theatre often neglected
by historians.

Transfer to the Gazala Line
in Libya came in 1942, fol-
lowed by desert action at
Tobruk, Mersa Matruh and
Alamein, leading to Operation
Supercharge and the advance
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Maj Spike Galloway MC, 6 DLI, of Newcas- ©n
tle on his way to hospital after being
wounded at Verriéres on June 14, 1944. He
later returned to his battalion and was
killed in action at Le Plessis Grimault.
(From The Faithful Sixth.)

westward to the Mareth Line,
where the battalion was
engaged in desperate fighting.

After the German collapse in
the Western Desert, the 50th
Division returned to the Canal
Zone from where it sailed for
the invasion of Sicily in July
1943.

The Sixth played a promi-
nent part in the hard-fought
battle for Primosole Bridge
near Catania.

On October 23, 1943, the
battalion sailed for the United
Kingdom, after two-and-a-half
years’ service abroad, but was
in action again with the 50th
Division in the Normandy
invasion.

Landing on Gold beach
between Le Hamel and La Riv-
iere on D-Day, the Sixth
fought fiercely through France,
crossing the Belgian frontier
on September 6, 1944,

Its last battle was fought at
Gheel, where an exhausting
and bloody 36-hour stand
denied the enemy its objective
— the Albert Canal.

When the division was with-

Territorial Army. Recruit-
ment for the re-established
6 DLI began on August 1,
1947 — slowly, as after the
previous war.
AMALGAMATED
The battalion continued
for nearly 20 more years.
Towards the close of
1966 it became clear that it
could not be sustained as an
individual unit after nearly
110 years of Volunteer and
Territorial service and on
February 26, 1967 the 6th
and 8th Bartalions’ Amal-
gamation Parade was held
College Green in
Durham City.

Each reader, particularly
those who served in the
Sixth, will have preferences
for the plums to be extract-

ed from this pie of history, the
chronicle of a distinguished
Territorial Army infantry bat-
talion. — BJ
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Mrs Diana Quentin-Wallace
(centre) has the first copy of a
new history of Frimley Park
Manor House signed by the
author, Gordon Wellard (left).

Mrs Quentin-Wallace and
her son, Lt Gen Christopher
Wallace (right), whose family
were the last private residents
of the manor, near Camberley
in Surrey, before the property

Return to thé: family seat

was bought by the then War
Department in 1947, were pre-
sent at a regimental dinner
night held at the Manor
House, now home of the
Cadet Training Centre, to
launch the book.

Lt Gen Wallace has just
taken command of the new
Joint Headquarters at North-
wood. (See Pages 14-15.)

CHAMBERLAIN’S personal
gimmick was an umbrella and
Churchill’s a cigar, while
Anthony Eden, later to
become the Earl of Avon, wore
a Homburg.

Eden was just as famous for
his sartorial elegance, suave
manner and film star looks.

According to Scott Lucas in
Britain and Suez — The Lion’s
Last Roar, there was something
else for which Eden was noted
— an ill temper. And when he
resigned as Prime Minister in
January 1957 after 20 months
in the post, he was a sick man.

This book is a compilation of
official documents describing
the events which led up to the
Suez crisis and its outcome.

It is supported by Prof

Britain and Suez — The Lion’s
Last Roar by Scott Lucas. Man-
chester University Press, paper-
back, £12.99.

Lucas’s analysis of the collu-
sion between Britain, France
and Israel to invade Egypt and
capture the Canal Zone,
forcibly nationalised by the
Egyptian president, Col
Gamal Abdul Nasser, within a
few weeks of British troops
leaving the Canal Base in June,
1956.

Eden, who hated Nasser,
was so enraged by this act that
he set about planning with
Israel and France to regain
control of this short-cut sea
route linking Europe and the

East. Prof Lucas, lecturer in
modern history at Birming-
ham University, threads his
way through the international
political maze of mayhem and
subterfuge surrounding the
complicated Suez affair in a
bold and uncluttered style.

He gives the who, what,
when and where — or as much
as he can, since many docu-
ments are still under official
wraps, so denying answers to
many of his questions.

But he gives a clear account
of the machinations in the
build-up to the war, which will
interest the many Soldier read-
ers who have campaigned for
the recognition of service in the
Zone between 1951 and 1953.
~IM

SHOULD you wish to be
reminded what happened in
this country between August
22, 1642 when Charles I
declared war on Parliament
until January 30, 1649, when
he was beheaded in Whitehall,
then a copy of Wilfred Ember-
ton’s The English Civil War Day
by Day is a must for your book-
shelf.

For aspiring occupants of
the famous Mastermind black
chair, and others who seek
detail of the Civil War, this
daily record of events gives
instant answers to questions
about the reign of the king and
his battles with Oliver
Cromwell.

Most of the entries are of just
a few lines: “December 25,

THE TRAGIC story of Gen
Charles Gordon’s last-ditch
defence of Khartoum is well
documented.

Many books have been pro-
duced about this episode in
Victorian military history, but
few will better Robin Neil-
lands’s account in The Dervish
Wars — Gordon and Kitchener in
the Sudan 1880-1898.

About three-quarters of the
book covers the time up to
Gordon’s death when the gar-
rison was overrun and he was
killed and then decapitated by
the Mahdi’s hordes.

The remainder tells of the
end of the 20-year long British
involvement with the Sudan

Death and
glory in
the sands
of Sudan

to 1914, showing once and for
all that spears, swords and
bravery were no match for
bullets and shells.

In common with many mil-
itary commanders before or
since, Kitchener did not like
newspapermen.

He made clear his intense

and the
revenge
taken by the
then Maj
Gen Horatio

The Dervish Wars — Gordon
and Kitchener in the Sudan
1880-1898 by Robin Neillands.
John Murray, hardback, £19.99. o

dislike by refer-
ring to them as
“drunken
swabs”. Includ-
in their

Herbert
Kitchener who in 1915 was to
become Secretary of State for
War with the rank of field
marshal.

The two-year re-conquest
of the Sudan ended at
Omdurman in _September
1898, when Kitchener’s army
killed more than 26,000
Dervishes for the loss of 48
killed and 382 wounded.

The killing fields of Omdur-
man pointed the way forward

ranks was one
Winston Churchill, who ful-
filled the dual role of supernu-
merary officer in the 21st
Lancers and correspondent
for the Morning Post.

Kitchener did not like him,
either.

This is a tremendous story
of one of the last bloody wars
fought by the Victorian Army
and arguably marked the
beginning of the end of the
British Empire. - JM

| Great English
battles fought
| by the book

The English Civil War Day by Day
by Wilfrid Emberton. Alan Sutton,
hardback, £19.99. The Battlefields
of England by Alfred H Burne.
Greenhill Books, hardback, £25.

1642. The King keeps Christ-
mas at Christ Church College,
Oxford, with splendour and
ceremony.”

“December 28. A fast day at
Oxford. A trumpeter comes
from Essex with a message for
the King. Charles is playing
tennis and is not pleased to be
disturbed.”

Of course there are more
serious items which build a
total picture of the war, but the
minutiae of everyday life and
the effect of the conflict on
ordinary people are all here as
well.

While Emberton writes only
of one traumatic episode in
English history, Alfred H
Burne’s 1950s two-volume
classic The Bartlefields of Eng-
land, now re-published in one
book, goes the whole hog by
describing 39 battles spanning
1,634 years.

NEW EDITION

The new edition is published
in association with the Battle-
fields Trust, set up as a preser-
vation body after the Naseby
site was partially destroyed by
a new road in 1992,

Starting with Mount Badon,
in which the author assures us
King Arthur figured in AD
500, the combined volume
takes the reader through its
500 or so pages to Langport
(July, 1645), weaving back and
forth to take in Caradoc’s last
fight in AD 51 and Sedgemoor
on July 6, 1685.

In a project assisted with
maps and drawings, Col Burne
offered his personal thoughts
on the tactics used in each
battle.

He is well supported in a
1996 introduction by actor
Robert Hardy, who advises
battlefield visitors to take this
book with them above all
others.

It’s the best, he says. — JM.
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7\ U] ¢ 5 FROM ARMOUR TO ORNAMENT: THE ORIGINS OF SHOULDER CHAINS

ON PARADE in No 1 Dress, today’s caval-
rymen of the Royal Armoured Corps take
pride in the glistening shoulder chains
which distinguish them from others whose
shoulders are unadorned, writes John
Brereton.

Like many little idiosyncrasies of dress
these embellishments originated for strictly
utilitarian purposes . . . in war. You could
say they are the last vestiges of the chain-
mail armour in which Norman knights
rode into battle.

It all began during the Indian Mutiny
when an unidentified British officer of
the 5th Punjab Cavalry hit upon the
idea of affixing the steel curb chains
from his bridles on to his epaulettes to
afford protection from sabre cuts by
mutinous sowars [Indian troopers].

It was such a good idea that other
officers of the Indian cavalry followed
suit, among them Lt Hodson of the
future Hodson’s Horse and Lt Browne
of Sam Browne’s Cavalry.

In his memoirs, some 30 years later,
Gen Sir Sam Browne VC recalled an
encounter with one of the mutineers:
“,..asowar rode at me and smote me on
the shoulder with his tulwar. If I had not
been wearing those curb-chains he would
surely have severed my arm.”

Ironically, Sam Browne did lose an arm,
but that was later, in another skirmish.

It was not long before British cavalry
regiments aped their Indian comrades, but
instead of purloining curb chains from gov-
ernment-issue saddlery, they had their
armourers fashion purpose-made chain-
link alternatives, rather like the steel bur-
nishing pads used for shining sword
scabbards, stirrup irons and other metal-
work.

DECORATIVE FEATURES

By the time these had become officially
approved by the War Office, in 1900, they
were no more than decorative features of
the cavalryman’s uniform. But the War
Office mandarins apparently persisted in
the belief that they might have a more seri-
ous role.

Thus regimental dress committees must
have been bemused to find stringent
strength specifications laid down in the
1900 issue of Dress Regulation: “The chains
must resist a tensile strain of not less than
1601b and the permanent elongation after
such strain must not exceed '/isth of an
inch over the full length of the chain.

On the conclusion of the Boer War in
1902, Khaki Service Dress became the reg-
ulation attire, both for parade ground drill
and field service, and the cavalryman con-
tinued to take pride in the shoulder chains
that distinguished him from lesser military
mortals.
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Last of the
chain-mail

Right: Men of the 16/5 The Queen’s Royal
Lancers on their amalagamation parade
with the 17th/21st Lancers in 1993.
Inset: Detail of cavalry shoulder mail

B-ut
with the
outbreak of war
in 1914 these purely ornamental features
were abolished — which prompted an offi-
cer of the 7th Dragoon Guards to lament in
the regimental magazine: “We are sorry to
give them up, because it is extraordinary
what a difference little things of this sort
can make to a man’s pride.” He surely
spoke for all soldiers who cherish distinc-
tions of dress - the “little things”.
However, the abolition proved only tem-
porary: in 1922 shoulder chains were rein-
troduced. But there were restrictions. At
home they could be worn only on what was
then termed Blue Patrols - the Number
One Dress of today. Abroad in India, Egypt
and other stations East of Suez they could
adorn the No 2 Tropical Dress, the Khaki
Drill attire for the hot weather season.
There was one unique exception to the
ruling about Home Service No 2 Dress, or
serge Service Dress as it was then known.
The Duke of Lancaster’s Own Yeoman-
ry (DLOY) was the sole unit of the British
Army permitted to wear the shoulder
chains in the Home Service No 2 Dress.
How this came about is open to question
and rests entirely on regimental tradition.

P

In Allenby’s victorious campaign in

Palestine and Syria, 1918-19, a
single squadron of the regiment
served, mounted, throughout. The
rest, with RHQ, were fighting in
France. Thus, with only one squadron
involved, no battle honour could be
granted. Instead, so the story goes, the
whole regiment was allowed the unique
distinction of wearing shoulder chains in
No 2 Service Dress.

It was “a sort of consolation prize” as
one officer remarked. As the years passed,
the regiment happily flaunted its conspicu-
ous embellishments — authorised or not —
on all the many occasions when it paraded
in No 2 Dress. And no questions were
asked.

It was not until January 1972 that the
matter came to the attention of the Army
Dress Committee which ordered that as no
official authorisation could be traced, the
wearing of shoulder chains in No 2 Dress
should cease.

DECISION RESCINDED

However, at a subsequent meeting of the
Committee in October 1973 that order was
rescinded on the recommendation of the
Honours and Distinctions Committee.

And so, after some 50 years the regiment
received MoD authorisation for its unique
distinction.

Sadly, the DLOY (founded 1798) no
longer exists as a regiment. In November
1993, Options for Change resulted in its
being cut to a single squadron in the newly-
created Royal Mercian and Lancastrian
Yeomanry.

But when the DLOY Squadron parades
in No 2 Dress with its “Mercian” partners
it 1s still proud to be the only unit in the
Army to wear shoulder chains in that Order
of Dress.




COMPETITION 635

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives, Find ten differ-

ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to

HOAY 635, Soldier,

Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by May 17. Do
not include anything else

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

WiN
£50;

in your envelope. More
than one entry can be sub-
mitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The
first correct entries drawn
will be the winners. No
correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
June 10 issue.

Name : (Give rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 632 (March 18): Congratulations to LCpl
McEvoy, Admin Tp, A Sqn, Light Dragoons, BFPO 553,
who wins £50. Book prizes go to runners-up Ms M E Barter,
of Bicester, Oxon, and Mr H E Russell, of Carshalton-on-

Hill, Surrey.

SAMPLE
SHIRT

U.K. MADE OLIVE

GREEN T-SHIRTS

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

PRINTED or Ewnbrocdered.

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN p & ¢

* T-SHIRTS Q@
* SWEATSHIRTS |
* POLOSHIRTS

* RUGBY SHIRTS _45

* DRILL TOPS

. «+ SWEATERS * CAPS 2%

For FREE colour brochure from} e

| the U.K's leading supplier to

H.M. Forces contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett, N- y " \
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB r
TEL:(01793) 849888




SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM Forces:
established in 1984

A world-wide CV firm run by a former
Army officer and current full-time career
consultant. Past clients include men and
women of all ranks from every part of the
Army.
Why not write or telephone for full details to:

Anthony Jacques,

66 High View Road,

Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU
Tel: 01483 823766

NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept.
PO Box 573,
Sutton Coldfield,
West Midlands
B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

SERVICES_

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE
Hand-made BLAZER BADGES in fine wires & silks - £13.50
Hand-painted WALL PLAQUES - £22.50 & CAR BADGES - £18.00
Regimental Ties-= STRIPES - £7.50 CRESTS & R.A. FLASH - £9.00
Regimental Leather KEY FOBS - £2.00
PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR OUR PRICE LIST
D. J. PARKINSON (DEPT. S)
186b LEWES ROAD, BRIGHTON BN2 3LD.Tel: Brighton (01273) 686877 (a.m. only),

C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consulations, Advice, Draft & Master
Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, over,
2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different Media
Presentation types available. Complete package
providing Unbeatable Quality.
For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write to:
Mr MacDonald
3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull,
North Humberside HU6 9UA

Tel: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a week)
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CVs & RESUMES
A specialist and fully comprehensive service
tailored entirely to the individual which
includes
:# Professional CV and résumé
Job application letter
Printed on A4 white card
Fully bound
# Client's own disc
ONLY £20 ( Including UK postage)
For full details and expert advice please
contact: Gerald Hunter BA (Hons), 30
Winskill Road, Liverpool L11 1HB
Answerphone/fax

0151 256 8874

' )
C \ } - for Military
S personnel

Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Qualty content. Impeccable presentation
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service,
Laser printing. Free client CV storage.
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PLT 3HZ

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Embroidery &
Insignia Ltd.,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE

Full size and miniature medals

supplied and mounted for wear

or display. Send for full list of

miniature medals, emblems,
clasps, etc.

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 OLG
Telephone (01527) 835375
Access/Visa welcome
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Tel/ Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 hrs)
" J

Due to join civvy street?

Want to use the skills you learned in the Forces?
Impact Security is a progressive company who needs
reliable Security Officers for work in and around
Leicester. Duties will include: foot patrols, vehicle patrols,
covert surveillance and Quick Reaction Forces. These
duties are in both urban and industrial environments.
Good rates of pay for the right people.

Phone 0116 233 9339
during office hours for a chat and an application form.

FINBOROUGH SCHOOL

Independent Boarding and Day School for Boys and Girls
Clubs/ Activities included in fees,
Continuous education, 2 1018 years.
Entry possible at any age.
Small classes.
Traditional values and disciplinary standards
Good family atmosphere
Extensive grounds and playing fields
Fully inclusive fees- approx 0% covered by BSA
Members of ISA/ISIS.
Apply for prospectus:
The Admissions Officer, The Hall, Gt. Finborough,
Stowmarket, Suffolk
Stowmarket (01449) 674479 %

¥ 3k % K ¥ K % % %

EMBROIDERED & PRIN

GET SPORTS & LEISUREWE!/
PR O M OT I o N ! FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS

T-Shirts. Sweatshirts. Sweaters - Sweatshirts

Polos, Rugby Shirts, g T Shirts - Sports shirts
Hooded Tops, %

Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
& Jumpers, Pennants, NO MINIMUM ORDER

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 SSU
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 0DE
Tel: (Nottm) 0115 9274469

@ English-made

8 . sweat shirts
} Sl e ® T-shirts single
} & multi- coloured
LOST MEDALS A 295;9"56 3
e S mbroider
emacacomi |
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE VISa‘.fs: 'g;’g;.:_hse;_'flfgs
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.
. RAYM()ND D HOLD!CH Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 1
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H THA MINIATURE MEDALS
Tel: 0171-930 1979 Return of post Service
0374 133493 e Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11;

HAVE YOU BEEN REFUSED
A MOBILE PHONE?

We understand the problems of SERVICE LIFE.... WU, BN orwen Army RAF G Medeis, GEOVI :”May ;nedaf nwumgvsrvh oy fo(;
5 riod copy bars: , SE ASIA 45- ull-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ an
* Connection to Vodafone and Orange guaranteed 46, PALESTINE 45-48, MALAYA, CYPRUS, NEAR ‘court' style. J
: - EAST, ARABIAN PENINSULA & BRUNEI, C :
with a credit card. 3% Service 1962 Medals copy Bars: BORNEO, ® Full-size medals supplied
* Al our telephones are one second billing. RADFAN, SOUTH ARABIA, MALAY PENINSULA & ® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
g - N. IRELAND, all IGS Medals GEOV & GEO VI, *® Display cases, medal ribbon, mountin
* Full range of accessories and next day delivery. Jubilee 1935 & 1977, Coronation 1937 & 1953, LS & . ybars ribbon bars etc 3
S GC, MM, MC, GC, GM & GULF WAR MEDALS. = % : - d
m ‘%eed'am éﬂ@ﬂé i e ompelitive Prices. First-class quality and
E Collectors’ Badges & Medals - a speciality. Please .
5_ ! write AIR MAIL for price list with 50p BPO. delivery guaranteed.
g Communications Regimental orders for Officers Slip-on Rank Send lorcomprder:esnswecatalogue to the
Badges, metal Badges/Titles & Blazer Badges in edal Specialists
Ielephone 01422 825 007 wires undertaken against samples. (25p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
HALF PRICE Designer clothes catalogue available: Armani, YoﬂlszSHAE':dELE:O 30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
Versace, Valentino, Calvin Klein, Ralph Lauren, Mish Mash, etc. LAHORE 3, PAKISTAN 54000 LEICESTEH‘?'H'HE LE10 2HP.
Jeans from £40, SHIRTS FROM £30. AGENTS REQUIRED ' i Telephone: (01455) 239262

OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6;

Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Accumulated CSM: E£86;
S/Atantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with clasp:
£7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal with
clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.I.Y. mounting: 1 space—£1;
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30;5-£1.40;6-£1.50;
7-£1.60;8-£1.80;9-£2.00; 10 -£2.20
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage

Available FS replacement Medals/Campaign Stars
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RANGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

1= Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*

1 Finance at competitive rates

= A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’'s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER
Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write

to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK
PRI AN I o i e L B AR A b R R it
EDRESS clveitiseisssimin fomstysmes asmaisiess B s it v ar N e

Part exehange Gatalls i i b oo mdiveistoms o iiasdossas ifsoniessssuss
I e T e e B e e GG e e T

SOLDIER ©Ds
m‘

Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low,/no deposit finance
x Part exchange * Continental delivery
* 323 from £9,449 x 626 from £9,6399
MX5 from £9,899
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX
POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:
3231 626[] MX3[] MX5[] MX6[] Xedos[]
Ethermmakesl l s o s L LHD/RHD

INDEPENDENT

FINANCE

Contact KD the finance and
insurance specialists first for a
competitive quotation and
friendly personal service.

Vehicle insurance with leading
UK companies: instalment
payments. Check our rates before
you renew or take out a new
policy

Wide choice of special schemes
for H.M. Forces including:

loans with up to 60 months to
repay: Sterling or DM plans: life
cover with no exclusions.

hﬂfE\l&l‘

Cull KD TODAY
on 01278 446787

Stockmoor Park, Taunton Road
Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 6LD

buy

——
" Wherever you buy Kp
iy

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511)

JSOVEREIGNH
UNBEATABLE EZ3
SERVICE

ROVER _|

:
= VAUXHALL
| MAZDA

e German or UK delivery
® RHD or LHD programme
o Used Car Sales in Germany

o Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

e Finance — dm. or Sterling

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

UK [01980)

ADDRESS ............... i e e PR S e M T R




VISTA TIES

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

T{ES

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

E a
UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE

Mess Dress P.O.A.
Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00
OR's No.1 Dress £295.00
Officers No.1 Dress £325.00
S.B. Blazer £150.00
D.B. Blazer £175.00
Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject to V.A.T. where applicable

48Hr or 2 Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK
STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY
TEL: 01440 766088  FAX: 01449 766606

MESS DRESS

Made to
Measure Mess

Dress for
Officers & NCO'’s

The finest quality
uniforms from the
specialist Military tailor

ole
)

-

e e e e e e e P e P g P PP I T I I FITIIIIIIIIIIIIIIITIIIFIFI T I T FIFII I I P IF o derrF s

Corr P T a o O I I I IS

Interest Free Credit
ot

Full Medal Service
.

Our representatives are
in regular attendance
at most units and
will call on request
o
Call the specialist
Military tailor on

Germany, 0171 526 1340
Ansaphone, 05751 15087
UK, +44 (0)113 282 6102

UNIE®RMAL

Uniformal Lid., Meynell Avenue,
Rothwell, Yorkshire 1526 ONL

SIS T TIT T TSI TLFTTTTTITTTFS
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[ MICHAEL JAY
@ Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING

For your =
MADE TO MEASURE » "
Uniforms Suits ete z
we offer

& 14 day Make or

B 48 hr EXPRESS
B Keen prices

B First class fit

¥ High quality

B Excellent payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areas

Please telephone 01449 7660&8'

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 AY

b e CARTCATURES
2 Hilarious caricatures
‘Groups’ or *Singles’

or B&W by a
professional
. =) cartoonist. A unique

7 gift for all occasions.
Also cartoonists for
parties, etc. For samples
and prices or a quotation
Rick Coleman: 0181-441 6607
D4

\ FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER

[ﬁl High quality pewter tankards,

{| hip flasks, goblets, plates and 3
much more. Engraved with 2 —

Regimental Badges, Crests and )
Logos to your own designs.
Competitive prices.

Full colour brochure.

x) A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD
Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield 51 3JA

Lost Your
Medals?

We can replace them NOW!
= FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
« MOUNTING SERVICE & RIBBONS

Veterans Medals
available!

for ex-military & civilian services, are you
entitled to any of the following?

* GENERAL SERVICE CROSS

* VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL

* MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL

* SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL

* BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL

Send for brochure & application forms,

or a SA.E. for replacement list

Telephone: (01752) 872672 Fax: (01752) 872723

TOAD HALL - NEWTON FERRERS - PLYMOUTH - DEVON . PL$ 1DH

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8SAP

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 =

YOUR OWN DESIGN

pRINTED © EMBROIDERg,

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS
+ LOTS MORE

RICE GUARANTEE

If you find the some garment cheaper
we will refund the

difference.
PROMOTIONAL MARKETING Co.
A5 & B Guy Motors Industriol Park
Park Lane, Wolverhampton WV 10 9QF

Telephone: (01902) 724421

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS

LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
All Accessories Supplied.
Shirts, Bow Ties, Medals
George Boots, Badges, etc.
For All Your Uniform, Suit

& Blazer Requirements.
: Contact:
UK 284-294 Ley St. llford Essex IG1 4BS
UK TEL: 0181 478 2780
GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embro

garments - Free original 24+

printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\

D)

BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

ENAMELLED - min. 100
+ BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
. WRITE, PHONE. or FAX for colour brochure

nsgn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN
MOTIFS

SPORTS

[ BAGS .|

(28910)

(W /A
i NN~ TEL: 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854




Bickerton Jewellery
are awaiting your call for details on their

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

for information and price lists write, phone or fax to

° J.M.BICKERTON

0121 551 7366 23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For beautifully made brooches in 9ct gold

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £9.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £11.00
CHINDITS £8.00
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO
KNIVES (Black) £21.50
BELT BUCKLES WITH REGIMENTAL
BADGE £3.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30

WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
All prices include p&p

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,

CARTOONS

CARICATURBS CALENDARS
=>— - ‘N°CARDS [—=
% B @

“On the spot”Caricatures for your function
CUSTOM MADE CARICATURES
For Retirements, Birthdays, Anniversaries
THE MESS
Caricatures of the Staff in a colourful staff situation.

George. A. Brooks. “Halton Lodge Studios™

Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephone 01706 846648

Tel: (01928) 576006

07 “And let us put you in the picture”

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S.A.E.
for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.

Fax: (01474) 537166.

“Cold cast bronze”

D8

BTISH LIHY INSIGNIA BOXERS
* All current beret badges
* All Officers’ beret badges GOLFERS
* Rank insignia and shoulder titles
* Cloth patches and bullion patches RAC | NG DR'VE RS
* Anodised collar badges
* Wings, formation signs, berets FOOTBALLE RS
* DZ patches, snipers’' badges, hackles
Over 1,000 items in my very latest CRICKETERS
illustrated catalogue ELVIS PRESLEY
British catalogue £1 US Army catalogue £1
French Foreign Legion £1 World-wide Para £1 AN D ......
Mike Lapworth (S), 15 Woodside Grove,
BRISTOL BS10 7RF D8 THE BRIT|SH
SOLDIER

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

Consult the experts. We can

are all available

in the latest FREE
Catalogue of Classic
Figurines in Cold
Cast Porcelain form

replace full size medals and
ient

supply miniatures. A fast effic

service with the minimum of fuss.
Also a full cleaning and

——— e e

r BE BATTLE READY! |
i

You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.
FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND I

THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE. I

For your FREE I
36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone I

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES

St. George’s Works, St. George's
Quay, Lancaster, l
Lancashire LA1 5QJ |
Telephone (01524) 64204

|
|
L_-—_____-____—m

AN Regal Military
M Tailors b

Military and Civilian Tailors
3c Westfield House, Broad Lane, Bramley, Leeds LS13 3HA

We offer the finest in Military and Civil Bespoke Tailoring,
for Officers and S.N.C.O.s.
All garments are made to measure and are fitted
by our Craftsmen.
We use only regimentally approved materials and
all work is carried out on our own premises.
We also carry a full range of accoutrements from stock.
We offer a discount off bulk orders.

Telephone/fax 0113 2361091

Regal Military Tailors, 3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane,
Bramley, Leeds L.S13 3HA

P
Sy

b et

o
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mounting service is undertaken

ENDURANCE LTD.
Crewe Hall,
Weston Road,
Crewe CW1 6UA
Cheshire.

Tel. 01270 250250

by our master tailor.
THE VETERANS’
MEDAL OFFICE

P.O. Box 1DH, LONDON WI1A 1DH.
Telephone: 0171-493 4675 or
2: 0836 746604

iev . _& CUDDLES

Someone somewhere is waiting to
hear from you

10 Yellow Roses

10 Dusky Pink Roses :
10 Carnations £17.50 10 Carnations velinw}mixed}fﬂ.sn 3
/7 | | 10 Freesia & Fern 10 Freesia & Fern ?\\
7 : = N
' | Please use this as an order form | !
Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the U.K. or N. Ireland.
fnciude your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in mnnd
12R Red/Pink [Iarger £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink {large) £18.50
12 CAHNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
JOY’S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
Bouquet special mixed - 50 flowers £22.50
Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £17.50
Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern — 30 flowers £14.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern — 20 flowers £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG + 3 PIGLETS  (Pale Pink) 10"+ 7" long £22.75
BERTIE BADGER (Black & White) 22" long £22.60
\ THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS 1/
EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE

MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/
LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter
Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red
WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/Biue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £20.50
m;; 'ablp tor Prices and order forms available upon request
Prices include P&P + VAT

N.B. Peak periods — flowers may be used from other sources

VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE

Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey C. |. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 46708
Fax: (01481) 43406




REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Your envelope must be no larger than
8"x4" and should only contain a letter,
and phctograph if requested. Replies
received more than three months after
the cover date and large, heavy, or
poorly addressed envelopes will not
be forwarded.

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GUI11 2DU.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details enclos-

Military History Books. SAE for cat-
alogue. Purchase of books in good con-
dition on land warfare. Free specialist
booksearch. John McKenzie, Carpen-
ters, Cary Road, North Cadbury,
Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7DE. Tel:
01963 440557. vy 1200

“Head-dress Badges of the
British Army” by Kipling and
King. The collectors’ Bible.
Volume One (1800 — 1920) £65,
posted. Volume Two (1920

1995) wupdated and enlarged
£42.50 posted. H L & P King, 3
Saxon Croft, Farnham, Surrey
GU9 7QB. (Tel. 01252 716303)
Supplies limited.

101606

ing a stamped self-addr: d enve-
lope.
Tracey, 28 5'7", medium build,

auburn hair, great personality, outward
going. Enjoys writing, swimming,
crosswords and cycling. P688 -0

Monica, 28, 5'7", medium build,
brown short hair. Interests include
reading, writing, some sports, but
mostly enjoys work. Single, no chil-
dren. Seeking single male pen pals
aged 28-35. P689 9

Margaret, 40+, 5'6", auburn hair,
attractive, GSOH, divorcée. Enjoys
walking, reading, cooking, holidays
and good conversation. Secks gentle-
man penfriend aged 40+. P690

June, 20, 5'7", slim brunette with a
fun loving nature. Enjoys reading, writ-
ing, pubbing, clubbing, eating out and
travelling. Seeking pen pals aged 20-
30. P691 e

Sarah, 20, 5'4", slim, blue eyes, dark
brown hair and SOH. Enjoys photog-
raphy, films, music, sport, reading and
socialising. Fun loving individual seek-
ing pen pals aged 20-25.P692

Marianne, 28, 5'6", dark hair, slim,
blue/grey eves. Enjoys calligraphy,
music, reading, antiques and sports of
most types, rugby fan - of the armchair
variety! Seeking pen pals of a similar
age. P693 096

Val & Lisa, 35 & 42, 5'0", slim build.
Interests include reading, swimming,
cating out and travel. Seeking pen pals
aged 35-45. P694 Do

Flame haired female, vibrant per-
sonality, 5'2", slim, thirtyish. Likes
reading, socialising, music. Seeks pen
pals, genuine replies only. P695 oo,

Valerie, 41, 5'2", dark hair/eyes,
honest, kind, considerate and faithful.
Enjoys ten pin bowling, cinema, TV,
videos, occasional drink and reading.
Secking pen pals aged 35-45. P696 1o

Sharon, 27, 5'10", short fair hair,
blue eyes, single mum of two girls aged
six and seven. Enjoys horse riding,
swimming, walking, going out and
having a laugh. Seeking pen pals aged
27-35. P697 arn

Wendy, 34, 5'1", blonde hair, blue
eyes, divorced with two children.
Enjoys dressmaking, theatre, 70s

music and travelling. Will answer all
replies. P698 o

Second hand bookshop requires
books in all subjects, especially military,
history and politics. We collect! TLON
BOOKS Merton Abbey Mills, Meran-
tun Way, London SW19 2RD. Tele-
phone 0181-540 4371.
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08-12006

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

Absolutely Urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823,
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm
seven days). e

Left hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer. Tel:
0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823. Fax:
0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm seven
days). 1

Hand embroidered quality wire blazer

badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company, 4/477
Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan. 201996
Give them the most unique
gift/presentation idea ever! A “Scot-
tish Laird” Title for a “Tenner’, oh yes!
Details from S.A. Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1QJ. w16
Cap badges, medals. Many collec-
table items. Medal mounting service,
framing. Large selection of military
and aviation videos available from Mil-
itary and Aviation Shop, 162 High
Street, Watford, Hertfordshire WDI1
2EG. Tel: 01923 222446. 07-12090
Largest Manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, Schools, Colleges, Clubs etc.
Flags, Banners, Sashes, Coats-of-Arms,
Family Crests and all military accou-
trements. Also leather gloves, footballs,
track suits, Contact: | Arthur (PVT)
Lid, PO Box 301, Sialkot 51310, Pak-
istan. Fax: 92 432 588605. 03-14/96
Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

LTS

Medals. Full/miniature medal
mounting service. Loose or court style.
Comprehensive range of miniatures
always available. Write or phone for
quotation. Firmin & Sons Plc, 82/86
New Town Row, Birmingham B6
4HU. Tel: 0121-359 6666. Established
1677.

EO1an

NATO (IFOR) medals now avail-
able. Full size £15.00, miniatures
£7.50 + VAT (UK) + postage (75p).
Send SAE for catalogue to: Miniature
Medals (SM), 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics LE10 2HP. 12 00

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTT kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London El
4PS. Tc

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2x25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road Birkenhead, Merseyside 1.41
28Y. Lk o

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOP’s: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms, Full info on
SAB0/LSW, Tests and APWT’s,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines, MT
Driver, Tank & Aircraft Recognition.
ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price [£7.50
(incl of p&p UK/BFPO). Trade Terms
on application. Available from selected
NAAFI Branches, Bookshops or direct
from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/Fax: 01964 542878. I

Hand embroidered regimental
blazer badges. Specialist in civil and
military ceremonial regalia, corporate
accessories, insignia and accoutrement
manufacturers. Leslie & Company,
Commissioner Road, Sialkot-1, Pak-
istan. Fax +92-432-588815. Tel: +92-
432-86689/592892. Asah

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehen-
sive range of military figurines available
in resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for informa-
tion/brochure. Tel/fax 01380 828382,

012496

Military Insignia British and Colo-
nial, Victorian to date. No re-strikes.
50p for 32 page listing. Shotton, 7 Peak
Road, Clanfield, Hants Ason

Military books for sale. Please send
SAE to Cannon Curios, 21 Bulford
Road, Durrington, Wilts SP4 S8ET.
Also phamphlets ete.

0R-09/90

82nd Airborne, quality printed
authentic merchandise with embroi-
dered logo. Sweatshirts £18.99 (ash
grey), t-shirts £9.99 (ash grey), small-
XL. Baseball caps (white) £8.50. P&P
£1.50. Spartan Clothing, 302-304
Wellingborough Road, Northampton
NNI1 4EP. Tel: 01604 230161. Please
allow 28 days delivery. 70000
Military badges, good selection rea-
sonable prices. SAE for list: G Brindle,
2 Short Road, Smethwick, West Mid-
lands B67 6NJ.

[CRErT

Mess dress, RAMC. 38" chest, 32-
34" waist. Hardly worn, £200 ono.
01252 22365,

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO BOX 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q.

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. TIC

[GRERTE
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions, Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. 1«
e e e e e e e o o o e o e e e e o o ok ok

Fieldcraft, life skills, shooting skills,
outdoor survival, self defence and
much more. New book catalogue,
thousands to choose from. Free. The
Outdoorsman’s Bookstore, PO Box 15,
Brecon, Powys LD3 7XZ or phnm_
01874 658660. 35 iy

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW.

Cannon Curios, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts. Militaria, deacts,
prints, furniture, glass, china, books,
medal cases etc. 10-5 daily, closed
Wednesday.

Scottish Military Historical Soci-
ety. For collectors of badges, medals,
history and weapons. Society Journal,
illustrated articles. Annual dues
£10. Contact Tom Moles, 4 Hillside
Cottages, Glenboig, Lanarkshire, ‘icnr
land MLS5 2QY.

CYPRUS BARGAINS!! Last minute
prices for 3 star hotel (B&B) and self-
catering now available throughout
season, Fourteen nights (including
flight/transfers)  May/June  [£295,
July/August £317, September £308,
October £318. 0151 722 3708.

Cyprus, Paphos (Chlorakas vil-
lage). Fully furnished house, sleeps
4/5. In hill top village overlooking sea
towards Coral Bay. Car hire available.
Bookings for 1996 available. Details
phone 01622 730236.

North Wales, near Snowdonial/coast.
Cosy stone cottages (Gas CH), quiet
farm, away from it all. Ideal area for
touring, walking, fishing, wildlife,
lazing about. Budget prices. Free
leaflet, Tel: 01745 870426.
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GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

WE  PROVIDE A  COMPLETE,

COMPREHENSIVE AND  EFFICIENT

LETTING AND MANAGEMENT SERVICE
AT THE LOWEST RATE OF 10%.

WE LOOK AFTER YOUR PROPERTY

USING EXPERIENCED STAFF

SPECIALISED IN DEALING WITH HM
FORCES

'PHONE OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE:

GREENFIELD HOUSE,
DOWLANDS LANE, COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX.

TEL/FAX: (01342) 718671 (.24 hrs)

Please mention
SOLDIER when
replying to
advertisements




ﬁ DISBANDMENT
NOTICE

THE HONG KONG MILITARY
SERVICE CORPS

As part of the Hong Kong Garrison
drawdown and transfer of sover-
eignty to the People's Republic of
China, the Hong Kong Military
Service Corps will disband on 31
March '97, The Corps has many
items kindly donated over the years
to the Corporals', WOs' and NCOs'
and Officers' Messes. Donors of
presentation pieces are asked to
state their wishes for disposal,
including return if desired. It is the
intention to sell off all presentation
pieces unclaimed by 31 May '96, in
order to raise funds for the Hong
Kong locally enlisted personnel
trust which is designed to cater for
the welfare needs of Hong Kong
Chinese soldiers and their families
who may fall on hard times post
1997.

Donors should contact:

Major N C Li Corps Adjutant
HQ & Depot HKMSC
Stonecutters Island BFPO 1
Tel: HK 27460492
Fax: HK 27460016

Sanyang 125, L reg. Very good condi

tion, 5000k, £1200 ono. 01252 22365.

LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

FORCES, TENANTS & HOMEOWNERS
— No interviews, confidential service by post
— Good benetits if you settle your loan early
For quotes, written delails and free advice
Tel: 01929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days
(from overseas 0044-1929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE

Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers 5
07|

SOLDIER MAGAZINE
PHOTO REPRINTS

Have you, or anyone you know,
been featured in SOLDIER? If
50, you can order top quality
reprints from our Photographic
Department.

All prices are inclusive of VAT

and pé&p:
TUx5" ... .E5.60 8" x 6"...E7.50
12 B £12.00
; Digital Prints (up to A4 size) .. £7.00

Other sizes available on request.

All enquiries please to:

The Photographic Department,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU
Tel: 01252 347357
Mil: (722) 2357

Fax: 01252 347358
Mil: (722) 2358

MARCH 30, 1996

First prize (19 goals, £2,500 ): SSgt D Milner,
RAC Gunnery School, Lulworth.

14-way tie for second prize (18 goals, £250
each): Sgt C Anstey, 3 Tk Tptr Sqn RLC,
BFPO 16; Sgt D G Boyd, BFPO 804; CpI TT
Boyd, QRH, Catterick; LCpl P A Cox, 2
RGR, BFPO 11; Capt A M Freeborn, 105
Regt RA (V), Edinburgh; CSgt N F
Gambon, BFPO 808; Sgt K Gould, 7 Regt
AAC, Netheravon; LCpl R Laing, HQ D
Army Avn, Middle Wallop, W02 M E
Mason, AFCO Cardiff; Brig J Milne, MoD
DAR; WO2 P D Phillipson, 5 TA Trg Regt
RLC, Grantham; LCpl Rakesh Rai, 2 RGR,
BFPO 11, Cpl P A Rogers, 1 R lIrish,
Catterick; Cpl A P Sivyer, Princess Marina

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

April 6,1996

Two-way tie for first prize (19 goals, £1,875
each): Sgt B Birchmore, Dhekelia Garrison
Wksp REME, BFPO 58; Sig G L Stewart, 2
Signal Regt, York.

14-way tie for third prize (18 goals, £160.71
each): Cfn P E Davis, 3 Bn REME, BFPQ
22 LCpl D Fyffe, BFPO 804; SSgt W H
Griffiths, FI Fd Sgn RE, BFPO 655: Cpl A F
Hales, 158 Pro Coy RMP, Bulford; CSgt S
Hankinson, 1 KOSB, Edinburgh; CSgt T S
Hunter, MoD PB2, Stanmore; WO1 M H
Jarrett, AFCO Exeter; W01 D J Larcombe,
2 RTR, BFPO 38; Maj A S Maclaren, BVD
Ludgershall; Sgt P W Matthews, War
minster SP Unit; Maj A D Neale, HQ Land,
Wilton; Capt V K O'Neill, 9 Para Sgn RE,
Aldershot; Sgt S B Savage, 1 Green
Howards, BFPO 36; Maj P R Todd, ASMT,

College, Abarfield. Leconfield.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the following
conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve whether
an order shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted subject to approval and
conditionally upon space being available. The Publishers reserve the right to make any alteration they
consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval. The Publishers also
reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is
scheduled to appear

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement in a
series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in sufficient
time to allow amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For Sale,
Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Naotices, Property for Sale, Reunions, Services, Situations
Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings will be applied if deemed acceptable
by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the
above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void insofar as they
are in conflict with them.
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If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []
WORDSAT30p = £ Send to:

Ace o INSERTIONS . = & CLASSIFIED ADS

VAT AT 17.5% = SOLDIER

BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT) = £ ORDNANCE ROAD

TOTAL ENCLOSED =£ ALDERSHOT

CHEQUE/PO Number (Payable to SOLDIER) HANTS GU11 2DU
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE
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RUGBY FOOTBALL

"CYCLING

(QAPOHT

i i

Sarah sets
sights on
Olympics

LCPL Sarah Smith, in her first
season of competition, finished
fourth in the North American
skeleton bobsleigh champi-
onships at Lake Placid.

Smith, serving at Falling-
bostel with 16 Tank Tptr Sqn
RLC, is one of a number of
women competitors hoping
that the.discipline will be taken
in to the Winter Olympics as a
demonstration sport.

LCpl Sarah Smith

Shooting
A 4 Division team won the
Inter-Command Smallbore
Trophy and eight ARA medals
and gold bars, with Northern
Ireland finishing as runners up.
Although standards were
high - 4 Div scoring a cred-
itable 3,036 - only five com-
mands and divisions entered.

Cycling

A cycle event for military per-
sonnel only, on the card for the
Brompton Criterium road races
on May 19, is aimed specifically
at Service riders with little or
no experience of this form of
racing.

There are also two open
events at Brompton Barracks,
Chatham, for race riders seek-
ing good competition. First
prize in the main race is £70.

BFC licences and member-
ship are needed, and can be
obtained through LCpl Dave
Farrow on Chatham Mil (766)
2411.

He also has details for any
road-racing cyclists interested
in competing in the Kent
league.
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HORSE RACING SKELETON BOBSLEIGH SHOOTING

£l

Front row seats at Twickenham. Royal Navy scrumbhalf Cpl Paul Livingstone (9) waits for the packs to engage.

The Army’s LCpl Matt Stewart, SSgt Dave Coghlan and Capt Julian Brammer eyeball the opposition

Plundered ...
Long John Silver

The Army 6, Royal Navy 9
THE ARMY lost to the Royal
Navy by nine points to six in a
hard, pulsating match at
Twickenham, writes Roger
Thompson.

Before a crowd of 20,000,
the irresistible force challenged
the immovable object. Neither
gave ground and it took long-
range penalties to separate the
two sides.

The Army started confident-
ly, running the ball from set
pieces, second phase and
counter-attack positions in
what promised to be a feast of
attacking rugby.

The Navy defended coura-
geously, but in the first ten min-
utes allowed the Army backs a
sufficient number of half breaks
to suggest that wingers Lt Brian
Johnson (R Signals) and Capt
Howard Graham (RA) were in
for a bountiful afternoon.

Against  desperate  naval
defence which traded posses-
sion for penalties, the Army
were content to take a 6-0 lead
through Lt Paul Knowles
(RRF). With such a cushion,
and a degree of feel-good factor
returning, skipper Capt Julian

Brammer (RE) ran penalties
which were probably within
Knowles’s repertoire.

It boded well until the Navy
counter-attacked. They grabbed
the nearest red jersey and laid
into it, creating a brawl of some
magnitude.

For the next 30 minutes the
Army forwards, to a man, con-
centrated on repaying the debt,
to the detriment of them run-
ning the more cumbersome
naval pack off their feet.

Two armies met head on,
firing over open sights. There
were no prisoners and few
unscarred survivors — not what
the smarter regions of the West
car park expected, but it cer-
tainly got the 20,000 going.

The Navy created nothing,
yet lost little. The Army creat-
ed much, but gained little.

In the scrums the front row of
LCpl Martt Stewart (PWRR),
Brammer and SSgt Dave Cogh-
lan (RHA) worked hard for a
clear edge, while Capt Dave
Dahinton and Lt Andy New-
sham, the heavy Horse Gun-
ners, achieved Himalayan
heights in the lines out.

The back row of OCdt Nigel

Richardson (RMAS), Cpl Giles
Powell (QDG) and Spr Rob
Hunter (3 RSME) were every-
where in defence and attack.

Capt Simon DPinder and
Knowles moved well while the
new centre pairing of Sgt Lee
Douglas (APTC) and Cpl Andy
Sanger (1 RSME) were almost
through on so many occasions.
The machine worked well . . . it
just needed a little luck.

The pulses of players and
crowd were pumping at maxi-
mum output, all willing their
team to take an advantage as
time ran out. That moment fell
to Lt Kurt Eyre, the Navy full-
back, who kicked the decisive
penalty with three minutes left.

It was not so much a great
naval victory as piracy on the
high seas, plunder and pillage.
The naval back row of Henry
Morgan, Bluebeard and Long
John Silver had played the
game that just about matched
the occasion.

It was a ttanic struggle
which probably enriched the
very basic traditions of the
Army-Navy game.

Pride, not money, continues
to be the priority.

Picture: Mike Perring

Three-goal MCTC retain Minors’ trophy

ATR Bassingbourn 1, MCTC
Colchester 3
MCTC Colchester successful-
ly defended the Minor Units
Football Challenge Cup in a
highly entertaining game at the
Aldershot Military Stadium,
writes Derrick Bly.
They beat ATR Bassing-
bourn by three goals to one
after a scoreless first 45 min-

utes during which ATR’s
Hamilton had a good effort
tipped away by Young, headed
the resulting corner narrowly
over the bar — and was booked
for a rash tackle.

MCTC took the lead five
minutes into the second half
when Foley was pulled down in
the box and skipper Burnett
beat Walker from the penalty

spot. In the 55th minute full-
back Gill burst down the right
flank and crossed accurately
for Foley to head a superb
second goal for the defending
champions.

ATR’s Taylor struck a post at
the other end, but it was
MCTC who went three up
when Daly, excellent in central
defence, hit a long ball to Foley

Belgium win ends
arren years

seven

Belgian AF 1, British CS 2
IN the final game of the Ken-
tish Cup competition a below-
strength Combined Services
side put on their best display
against the Dutch and Belgians
for many seasons to lift the
sought-after trophy for the first
time in seven years, writes
Derrick Bly.

On a cool, clear evening at

England

beaten in
thriller at
Twickers

Combined Services U-21 29,
England Students U-21 25
SIX soldiers, six sailors and
three airmen took on the pick
of England’s students in an
Under 21 opener before the
Army-Royal Navy game on
Twickenham’s hallowed turf,

writes Tom Wye.

Although the match was
meant to be a curtain-raiser, it
turned out to be the most
entertaining game of the after-
noon.

Play was fast and furious and
the result was undecided until
the final minutes of a game
memorable for 15-man rugby.
That there had to be a loser, if
that is an appropriate word for
a splendid sporting exhibition,
was a shame.

From the Army, Gnr Jones
(RHA), Sprs Hughes and
Green (RE), Rfn Taylor
(RG]), Cfn Smith (REME att
1 SG) and Fus Kemble (RWF)
experienced the thrill of play-
ing in the superb new Twicken-
ham stadium.

Picture: Mike Perring

Westerlo in Belgium, Services
lined up in the Belgian Second
Division club’s magnificent
stadium without several regu-
lars including SSgt Kevin
Parkins, L.Sgt Paul Fagin and
Sig Joe Collins.

LCpl Jim Strouts fell back
into the heart of the defence
and turned in a superb perfor-
mance.

LBdr Gary Tootill, the sub-
stitute, was soon in action.

The Brits stunned a partisan
home crowd in the 15th
minute when skipper SSgt
Alan Higgins’s free kick fell to
Strouts who instantly thun-
dered a shot into the top far
corner of the Belgian Armed
Forces goal.

Cpl Lee Innes was just wide

with a header as Combined
Services looked to be the better
side going forward.

Three minutes before the
break they scored a wital
second goal when Innes set up
a chance for POAEM Nigel
Thwaites of the Royal Navy.

At the other end, SSgt Nigel
Wiscombe kept the Belgians at
bay with two excellent saves
before finally conceding a goal
midway through the second
half.

The last 20 minutes was
fairly frantic, with Strouts to
the fore in keeping the Belgians
in check.

It was a delighted Alan Hig-
gins who raised the trophy for
the British Servicemen for the
first time in seven years.

Mutual congratulations as Maj Ollie Ellwood receives the Royal
Artillery Gold Cup from the Queen Mother after winning the 3'/2 fur-
long steeplechase at Sandown Park. Maj Ellwood, Light Dragoons,
rode the Queen Mother’s horse Norman Conqueror to victory. Last
year the horse provided the Queen Mother with her fifth win in the
Horse and Hound Grand Military Gold Cup.

Maj Ellwood is also a previous winner of the RA Gold Cup, having
ridden Camden Belle to victory in the 1992 race.

who raced clear and gave the
goalkeeper no chance with an
accurate finish.

Cutts scored for Bassing-
bourn in the final seconds
before the Colchester side,
watched by AFA president Lt
Gen Sam Cowan, collected
their trophies from Mr Peter
Stanyer of Naafi, the competi-
tion sponsors.

Infantry’s
mission

impossible

Infantry 4, RLC 3

A rain-soaked pitch induced
defensive mistakes by both
sides as the RLC established a
two-goal lead by half time
through L.Cpl Bob Hope and
Cpl Steve Tweddle. They added
a third shortly after the interval
when Hope scored again.

Cpl Tosh Williams of 1
Cheshire pulled one back from
a free kick and substitute LCpl
Jimmy Parke (IG) made it 3-2
with 20 minutes left. The
Infantry kept battling away and
fullback Cpl Rikki Bainbridge
(Staffords) equalised five min-
utes from time.

Two minutes from the end
Parke headed the winning goal
to give the Infantry a thrilling
victory that had seemed well
beyond them after the first
half.

1 Cheshire 4,1 DWR 0

A goal just before half time
by Cpl Ian McDonald and a
second-half hat trick by Pte
Simon Yeo gave 1 Cheshire a
4-0 victory over 1 DWR and
the Infantry Football Chal-
lenge Cup for the third succes-
sive year.

The Dukes started brightly
and matched the Cheshires
until the break.

Tunnel vision

TO MARK the opening of the
new Medway tunnel to traffic
on June 12, 1 RSME’s annual
road race is to be held a week
earlier.

About 700 competitors are
expected for the race — which
will benefit charity — on June 5.
The 10km course will start in
Brompton Barracks and take
the runners through the
tunnel. The race is usually run
through Chatham’s historic
dockyard.
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Sappers crack as SEAE

confirm top billin

A CLINICAL display of bas-
ketball by the School of Elec-
tronic and  Aeronautical
ing Engineering in the final
against 39 Engineer Regiment
powered them to victory in the
Major Units competition
hosted by the Army School of
Physical Training at Aldershot.

There was a “home” win in
the Minor Units champi-
onship, with ASPT narrowly
beating ATR Lichfield in a
high-quality final, while 27
Regiment RLC won the
women’s competition.

The Majors were severely
depleted by operational com-
mitments but produced several
close games from two pools.

The draw pitted 39 Engr
Regt against 32 Engr Regt in
the opening game, and it was
their APTC members, SSgt
Johno Johnson (39 Engr) and
WO2 Pete Town (32 Engr)
who led the way.

The eventual finalists finally
broke away in the closing min-
utes to win 70-59.

FAVOURITES

SEAE, led on court by Cpl
Neil Tolson, were pre-tourna-
ment favourites but lost Army
player Sgt Dale Hinds the day
before. Despite his absence,
they beat 39 Engr 92-64 and
32 Engr 78-62.

In the other pool, 17 Port
and Maritime, minus Cpl Jim
Green in Norway, battled to
beat 1 R Scots 68-59 and 32
Regt RA 55-54. The gunners
defeated the Royal Scots 49-46
in another nail-biter.

SEAE earned their place in
the final by beating 32 Regt RA
68-56, while 39 Engr account-
ed for 17 Port and Maritime on
a default.

Port were ahead until they
ran into foul trouble and were
reduced to just two players.
They even managed to score
during this period.

But when Cpl Robbie Burt
was left alone on court — the
first time this has happened in
the Army championships -
they had to forfeit.

Although the SEAE-39 Engr
final was closer than their pool
encounter, it was only when
the sappers switched to man-
to-man marking and began to
chase the game in the second

42

half that they cracked. It
became obvious that they did
not have the players to cope
with SEAE, in particular SSgt
Hamish MacFarlane, who
quickly ran in 16 points.

In the Minor final, Capt
Martin Toney (AMS) and
WO2 Phil Hughes (APTC)
demonstrated why they are
Army and Combined Services
material in leading ASPT to
victory. Nevertheless, ASPT’s
WO2 Pat Russell was judged

the winter.

Shepherd (2 Sig Regt), the current Army cross
country champion, finished clear of Sgt Kenny
Butler, formerly of BAD Kineton and now with 82
AB Sqn, and Bdr Barry Stoddart (4 Regt RA).

the most valuable player for his
performance.

Only four teams contested
the women’s competition on a
round robin basis, with 27
Regt RLC scoring easy wins
over Women’s Services North-
ern Ireland and Comms and
Sy Group, Loughborough.
They had to fight all the way
against Germany-based 7 Tpt

Regt RLC.
Comms and Sy Gp finished
runners-up and Capt

-Shepherd, Bradley lead the pack-

CPL Alan Shepherd and SSgt Mel Bradley have
been named as the Army’s runners of the year fol-
lowing consistent performances in Army and rep-
resentative cross country championships during

Bradley (HQ 5 Dent Gp, att SEME) was in excel-
lent form throughout the season. A string’ of
impressive results earned her the women'’s title
ahead of Sgt Sue Sharp (RMAS) and Pte Alison
Armstrong (2 (CS) Regt RLC).

® SSgt Del Graham (REME, att 7 (Para) RHA)
won the senior men’s race at the Army inter-unit
road relay and one mile championships held at
ATR Bassingbourn.

WO2 Steve Turner (11) of
32 Engr Regt and SSqgt
Nick Johnson (5) of 39
Engr Regt clash in their
Major Units pool match

Picture: Mike Weston

Hannah Carpenter (7 Regt
RLC) was awarded the most
valuable player trophy.

At the final presentations,
Hamish  MacFarlane was
named most valuable player of
the tournament and there was
a special mention for the ever-
green Maj Trevor Stipling
(REME), who won his first
Army Cup winner’s medal in
1966 playing for SEE, and his
seventh this year as coach and
player for SEAE.
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A unique photograph of joint operations m;former

Yugoslavia as a Royal Artillery forward observation
. officer Warrior-of 17/159 Battery, 26 Regtlment 2
2 p erates with Czech BMg 2 variants of the 6th ccz)






