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It was world wff n*O; with 
its sbipuitous loud-saeplers, d y  bapuse thess girls ~ V C  
which ktumbd thc Foras' t r a a  to the de&& and 
Swathmrt. Vsra Lyon bcld the jungles to entertain thm. They 
titb uacill946, when she fetirsd are valued, in the main, for their 
to r a k  a family. Today solrliero voiprq and the volume of cherm 
in Middle Erst and Rhine Anny which they are abk to pour iqto 
SW ask for hm saws-& ~ a y c s  aminephoee. But not all Forces' 
aho made fantow in Hitler's war favourites are neoessarily singers. 
"QO often than Uok of other w are they neo~sssrily pin-upd. 

To find tcday's Forces' fa&- 
ites it is necessary to study box 
o h  r d f l s  at Army $tap and 
Ahn sbows, to analyw gramo- 
phone request ogrammcr and 
the Menin# &res for BBC 
Forca'showa. 

Ivy Benson, who since 1945 
has toured Middle Eh& Ger- 
many and Austria with br all- 
girls band, ppsily heads t l u  list of 
money-8pioncrs for Combined 
Services Entertainment. More 

any others. "Two-Tnn" Tcasic 
S O k b  EO to her showr than t0 

O'S€kurwshct ssOond--.dxk- 
in0 thousilt for glamour 

Carole Cam., who was 
by British troops when she toured 
Rhine . A m y  in 194s. is another 
wh e populsrity has not dim- 
resident sin r in tha BBC'S 

En 1951 and has played to wed 
audiences in Middb East, KOM 
and Malaya 

The BBC's p t - w a r  rvatcr of 
Fares' charmers has iildudsd 
Petula Clark. Lizbeth Wcbb and 

mcx sha too& over the r61c of 
" c h l ~ g  All L e a "  preyumne 

. .  '! :;, . 

I , 

- 
natcd No. 1 Pin-up Gid by th. 
Royd Air Force in Brits&. shc 
is now on a tour of the Middh 
East fa Army WCHtnc. 

Jaa Baykq.anOtha riapa of 
s w c c t ~ , ~ j l M n h l n v d  
from an OvCitQs twu of Army 
theaecr ia Octnuay d Middlc 
Esst. Htm&rcda of hct 
photographs hive siaa found 
tkcir wayinta thebornck 1oomo. 

Another newcomer just 
rctumdYrom a MiddleEud tour 
iSAU8tdiUI-bOnlLorneD& 
mead, wko OBOC lived on a dcacn 

I 
ff. "y other young 
catat.ion for whom 

the A w y  has a special nkhe-if 
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THAT XAS THAT’S ‘WIXED” L ‘ 2  
Certain married Gunners on if there had ban none. Thcy ’ 

mixed sites are reported to have were not Mpd by a rule W~ICII 
told their wives that the “(M)” said that husband and wife 
in the battery title stood for should not live on the same site. 
“M ’ ’ Married women exerdwd the 

f i z k t a b l e  battery com- , right to claim “husband leave’’- 
mamdns was not easy. Some that is, if a girl was married to 
officers of field rank were unable a sailor she had the right of join- 
to accustom themselves to the ing him when his ship came 
idea of troops who brougbt their home. This was only one of the 

the anti-aircraft arm. Even 
before the war General Pile had 
asked Miss (now Dame) Caroline 
Haslelt, an engineer of distinc- 
tion, whether she thought women 
could operate fire control instru- 
ments. Miss Haslett reported that 
women could do everything but 
fire the guns. 

“I could see no logical reason 
why they should not fire the guns, 
too,” says General Pile in his 
book “Ack Ack.” But he knew 
wiser than to suggest employing 
women direct on lethal weapons. 
As it was, there were protests. 
Happily the thought processes of 
most people were conveniently 
woolly on the subject; they would 
have rebelled at the idea of a 
daughter‘s hand on the firing 
lever, but illogically they did not 
mind a daughter using her skill 
to guide the guns on the target. 
Later came the day when the 
voice of a woman plotting officer 
gave the initial order “Fire.” 

The idea of shutting roughly 
equal numbers of men and 
women behind barbed wire on 
lonely sites excited the imagina- 
tion of the popular newspapers 
and alarmed many parents-not 
to mention husbands of ATS 
girls. One naoer had a feature 

I 
knitting along to le.ctuk, and 
who turned out on a night alarm 
wearing battle&* hastily 
thrown over pyjamas, hair in 
c u r b  pins and faces thick with 

The press never quite last their 
curiosity about mixed batte.rie.s. 
Punch had a series of verses 
about @te Me, with tines like : 
The shoot is done, the rounds are 

Goodnight. my sweet. I swear 
I worship you. I love the stew 
Of cordire in your hair. 
Romances there were, to be 

-it would have ban strange 

cream. 

spent. 

problems facing the officer com- 
manding a mixed battery. 
Senior officers of the Auxiliary 

Territorial SeMe viewed the 
gunsite experiment warily. There 
was an attempt to penuade the 
girls that their prime loyalty 
should be to the ATS; but the 
girls, and their male officers, 
thy that their prime loyalty 
sho d be to the battery-and 
that was the way it W. Sir 
Winston Churchill, whose daugh- 
ter Mary joined one of the first 
mixed batteries, wra drawn into 
this controversy. “Considering 
that they (the girls) share the risks c 

and the work of the battery in 
fact,” he said, ”there cnn be no 
justiEcation for dcaying them 
inmporatition in foml.” with 
pride the girls put up the Gun- 
nrm’ *‘ ubique” badge on thsir 
battledrm 
any o p a a t i d y ,  doubt that the there women was n o w  who 

opcratcd the e, *- 
findsrs and radar scts wdn e6i- 
C h t ;  indeed, they may have 
been more ceicient thnn mm., 
laELing as they did the rmrk 
quality of hEzh--. In 
actio& *y rempincdcaltn when 
mctal ramed down on thwn. 011 
a Tharoes gunsite the Barns of 
6ftyin~ariesringedtheradar 
receiver, but the girls under 
LancsCcrporal ATS (who was 0. awarded C. Collaed the 

witish Empire M d )  Contin- 
ucdcplmlYopsatiog. in Rlehmond Park and Hyde 

@rime and othuwm e 
the ties of whok t he  the show introduction plaas. but on of 

Park were shm,nirn which p r e  
vieitedbyafasanabd Pro!?=m of serviee chiefs, rmn181sg 
tarn, Manbsrs of 
andeditmu. f l r eyd t r s r sed thn t  
B r i W  wmmn were wonddd. 
Not all the Bitas had the ameni- 

women led to an improMmcat in 
thewmfortsofgun&cs. least one mixed battery took At I t s  

polhaed liaolaun with it when 
deployed in the field &gainat Vlr. 
mcnt ~ f t c r  lived the on war m the the mixed T d t o d  e- 
b y .  It w p ~  potnmotl to find a 

wheathenrircd arc 
brokcn up, wornon ork 
dongaidcmtn in a arids pariety 
of units--but not o ~ t i o ~ y .  
If an emer~ency corncl there wil l 
benon.edto a b o u t a p  
adent; th P= t is there, 
and it is an ucdknt one. 
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h i $ ? d e g I e e o f ~  f d y  rel&ho5shljI=~ta . and 

fieaded ‘‘Cb-h Gun Girls.’’ 
ARDLY noticed in the rereat annoonremeat about the Another imported an American 
d h d m e n t  of Anti-Airuafl Command was the news that novelist who was surprised to find 
mixed anti-aircraft regiments are b e i i  abolished. that the men and women of 
So ends an experiment described by a wartime Secretary mixed gunsites were able to keep 

their minds on their work. “The for War as “breath-taking and revolutionary.” 
“British girls,” General Sir girls late in the war, but the inno- girls just don’t think of the men 

Frederick Pile has said, “were vation does not seem to have been that way,” he was told; which 
the first to take their place in a very successful. The Americans was true, up to a point. 
combatant rble in any army in never took this step. In 1951, At first the policy was to send 
the world.” however, Colonel John W. Davis, to mixed gunsites older men, tion h which Great The Russians might contest artillery instructor at the United many of whom could have been 
that statement-they had women States Army War College, got as the girls’ fathers. This did not 
snipers with scores of victims to far as advocating employing work out too wellkespecially at Britain led the world their credit. But Britain was women on home anti-aircraft dances. The Gunners thought 
almost certainly first to use guns (see American MiGfary the girls frivolous, and the girls 
women to control the fire of Review.November 1951). thought the Gunners senile. 
artillery. It was lack of manpower that Later younger men were posted 

forced Britain to use women in to gunsites. 

- H  The mixed regiment 
now on its way ont- 
was a 

The Germans introduced pok 

n 
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SOLDIER 

"Sa the Minister for War be 
b smeap in tandhesays  

stitky situations abraod liow 
are t h e  l ~ y l  recrui& af ' 

yours getting on? Well I says 
as I buys him a pint our only 
chance if you asks me is to 
transfer the whale lot af 'em 

to the other side.'' 

10 7 n he says we've one w iwo 
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HUMOUR -- 
"Are you sure yavwere born 
under Sa ittarius? I keep 4 getting P aurus, the Bull.' 

. .  
"Remind me to have a bigger &wring cut next time." 

L 

"Funniest thing I've heard in years." ' "Stop flapping. He's going 
steady with my sister." , '  . .  

' >  
i 

.1 

"He wys can he hove an extra 
portion for the Public Analyst." 

"Aren't you afraid you'll 
catch pneumonia? ' 

r i  

. .  . 
. .  

'At1 right, f d l  but for' 
a smoke." 

long?" 

I 

- I  







COAC -0 - -- 
welterweight champion, who is 
an experienced product of the 
well-known Eton Manor Club. 

If National Service ended-a 

A 
fire Army‘s boxing coach is to retire. 
Jack Gardner and Joe Lrsklne were 
among t f ~ ~  champions he has g r d .  
m R m  did.e(kwckfW 
Idmdorpt.Hdrvrh.*r. It- 
HerriBtLcmimdcelG.rL a t w h b r ,  

* ’ 0 rlack# s*eolympk G a a b m u k r -  
4. wbea tk L.md The voice at the other end, without 

Woddpm%etobtetkAnny abroad, demands tact and 
be*atoDcnurlrl” leadership as well as professional 
This--to a man who war d a d  skill. 

kccn oa boxin& but whooeefforts QMSl Verlander felt that he 
to& an Annytitkhad always could stay the distance. He 
hem -a8 an m i n g  accepted the challenge (and the 
he had hem waiting for. job) and moved in as successor 

The voice warned him: “It’s to Regimental Sergeant-Major 
a make or break job,” but he HarryCromey. 
kamvthatalrcpdy. Onanpnsi(pl- He never looked back. For 
mmt &e this there WI)O no roan seven years he has managed suc- 
for a mannho did not know the cessive Army boxing teams, and 
bo* @me, outside M d l  as has seen his boys become Army, 
iruidcthcring. Managinga team amateur and professional cham- 
of young boxers, at home or pions. Glance at the names of 

.sr-m-lmrLd: 

contingency perhaps too remote 
to be contemplated - where 
would the Army turn for new 
blood? QMSI Verlander points 
to the apprentice schools as a pos- 
sible source and cites as current 
examples Sapper McCairn and 
Craftsman Phayr. 

“We have had some first-class 
boys from the apprentice schools, 
but too many of them lose inter- 
est all too quickly,” he said. “The 
main hope for a larger sprinkling 
of Regulars in future Army box- 
ing teams lies with these schools 
and the boys’ battalions.” 

It looks, then, as though QMSI 
Verlander’s successor will have 
to spend some of his time fan- 
ning-and not with a towel-the 
waning enthusiasm of ex-boy 
apprentices into a passion to 
emulate the deeds of lack Gard- 
ner, Wally Thorn, Iohnny Ryan 
and so on. 

lohnny Ryan, incidentally, is 
a boxer who stands out in QMSI 
Verlander’s memories of these 
seven years. This champion 
welterweight once heat Randolph 
Turpin in their days as amateurs 
together, and. he was the only 
British boxer who was always too 
good for Victor Jorgensen. the 
Dane. 

“He was a natural boxer,” says 
the coach, “gifted with a keen 
boxing brain.” 

QMSl Verlander’s own efforts 
to achieve an Army title-light- 
weight or welterweight-were 
made while he was serving before 
World War Two in the Royal 
Signals. The rock against whom 
he broke was a soldier named 
McKinley. It may be that his 
lack of success was caused by 
engaging in too many sports at 
the same time-he ran, swam and 
played football for the Royal 
Signals. 

I 
In mcl+m .( !ha U: QMsl V e d e r  suffers blow by blow with 
rn A 4 .  Hm .1(1 .(hm (0 g w  Army title were frurtmted. 

I 
I 

Between rounds the sergeant-moior works fast on o damaged eye. 

It is a well-known fact, how- 
ever, that many of the hest 
coaches in sport have been men 
who were not necessarily the best 
performers themselves. They 
seem to have the happy knack of 
bringing out in others those 
essential qualities which they 
themselves were never able to 
produce at the right moment. 

Transfer to the Army Physical 
Training Corps in 1940 gave 
QMSI Verlander his first chance 
to train others in fitness: hut his 

phone rang in 1947. 

Army after 25 years’ Service. about marching through this wood.” 

big day was the day that tele- -..ir?..” 

Now he is to retire from the 

BILL COUSINS 

Jack Gqrdner, one-time British hewy-weight chompion, we$ one of the 
sergeant-maior’s pupils. Gardner retired but recently mode .J come-bock. 

encouraging and advising his 
pupils? 

Something that is quite sur- 
prising. Said he to SOLDIER: 
“If National Service ended t w .  
morrow it  would be a sad day fq 
Army boxing. Most of those wim 
make the grade come into the 
Army with considerable experi- 
ence. thanks to long association 
with good amateur boxing clubs. 
They have a decided advantage 
inasmuch as their faults have 
been corrected by capable hands 
before I ever see them.” 

As an illustration, there is 
Private George Whelan, present 
Amateur Boxing Association 
lightweight champion. lust 20 
years of age, he has already had 
more than 120 contests. mostly 
with the London Transport Box- 
ing Club at Chiswick, which he 
will soon rejoin. Oddly enough, 
before call-up Private Whelan 
had signed as a professional, hut 
a broken right hand prevented 
him from boxing. A friend 
advised him to seek re-instate- 
ment as an amateur. He did so 
-and went on to win an Ama- 

some of those who have passed 
through his hands: lack Gard- 
ner, Don Scott, Peter Longo, 
Arthur Worrell. Eric Ludlam, 
Ronald Hinson and his brother 
Denis, Henry Cooper, Joe 
Erskine, George Martin, Terry 
Gooding, loe Lucy, Wally Thorn, 
Ron Bebbington, Peter Morri- 
son, l o h n n y  Ryan, Mickey 
Forester, Joe Murphy, Peter 
Toch and Ron Crookes. Four- 
teen of these won National 
Championships while in the 
Army and many of them have 
since turned professional. 

Among the countries he has 
visited as coach are Denmark 
(three times), Sweden (three 
times). Belgium and Germany. 
He even went behind the Iron 
Curtain~-to Poland, for the 
European championships. 

One night recently QMSI Ver- 
lander. occupying a five-guinea 
ringside seat as the guest of Peter 
Wilson at a lack Solomons pro- 
motion. saw three of “his” box- 

’- ers on the same programme. But 
the gift of a Solomons cigar did 

:.. ’ not lire h i m  with managerial 

I 

c‘“ 
L QMSl Verlander with the Army team which recently fought the London Amateur Boxing Arrocimtion. 

L 
# 

ambitions. teur title. 

reached after hours sDent in the 
k What conclusions has he Another of QMSl Verlander‘s 

receht charees who had an excel- 
































