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‘ THE LEADER
/ OF BRITAIN’S MOST

POPULAR SINGING COMBINATION

sa¢5 | always rely on

MEGGEZONES

to keep my throat and
voice in good condition

Antiseptic and soothing, Meggezones not only bring

quick relief, pleasantly and conveniently, from coughs,
colds and catarrh, but also ensure throat comfortr at
all times. Always keep a tin in your kit.

Made i‘n London, England, by Meggeson & Company Limited, established 1796, and obtainable
from -all Chemists (including Boots and Timothy Whites & Taylors) in the United Kingdom.
In overseas territories supplics may be obtained from N.A.AF.l. or commercial channels.
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ASPRO is riiade for “QUICK ACTION
" vgﬂithout after-effects

A 3 o
MAXIMUM  EFFECTIVENESS—MAXIMUM SAFETY—
those are the aims of ‘ASPRO’ research—
and the result is that every year ‘ASPRO’
becomes better than ever at its job of soothing
pl:ier‘u, and nerve-strain, and promoting natural
sleep.

N

This firm, free lathering

- i  Recent researches h;vc’;nore than doubled IN CARTON shaving _SﬁCk is a joy to
(S AN FLEY 5 o disintegration speed of “ASPRO, so that it : 12 shave with, and a luxury
l‘m is quickly absor y t y. n it
o AST : acte rapidly through the bloodstream.  And IN PLASTIC CASE that lasts.

uickly, effect A ' i it that t
| T ety 1 ety ensures that thore ure o 1711 FROM ALL GOOD SHOPS
SCIENCE MADE ASPRO for EVERYONE CUSSONS OF 84 BROOK ST, GROSVENOR 5Q, Wi

Made by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks 5d. (] tape) 91d. (2 tapes) 1/8 (packer)
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. it’s better!

It’s new .

— the haircream with
the bay rum base 2/6°

J. C. & ). Field Ltd., 162 New Bond Street, W.1

SEND a ﬂlff

10 You
SOMEONE  LOVE

Whenever you wish to send a gift to
someone you love at home, remember
that our gift service operates all the
year round for every occasion. All you
have to do is choose your gifts from our
catalogue and send your order and
remittance to us. We will then deliver
the gifts to any address in Great Britain
on any date except Sundays.

FLOWERS

HOME

CHOCOLATES PULLOVERS
Cadburys and NYLONS
PERFUMERY Morleys
Yardleys FINE CHINA
Wedgwood
EWELLERY T
J Orient Fewel Co. PE’EES&’W
BISCUITS LIGHTERS
Peek Freans Roieon
TOYS FISHING TACKLE
Triang Milwards

% Fully illustrated catalogues are available, post free, on request %

ﬁ,.

t PObTAl GIFT SERVICE
¥ | 32. WILTON ROW BELGRAVE SQUARE - LONDON. 5.W.1

THERE’S
NO BETTER JOB

A job in London’s Police is a man's job with many op-

portunities for promotion, specialisation and sport. Rent-free
Accommodation or generous Rent Allowance for single or

445

A YEAR FOR YOU

Plus £20 London Allowance

from the day
you start training

married men, plus a worthwhile Pension.

If you are 5ft. Bins. or over,
between 19 and 30 years old
(in special cases up to 31st birth-
day) and in good health, send
to-day for fully illustrated booklet
and application form for an
interview. Your return fare to
London will be refunded.

Post this Coupon TODAY!

METROPOLITAN POLICE

| To. DEPT. 5642, SCOTLAND YARD, S.W.I

Please send me illustrated booklet which takes me behind the scene and

tells me what happens when | join the Metropolitan Police Force.

Name

!

Add l
ress l
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“Comeand eat...it’s Guinness Time’

EATS AND GUINNESS T0O ? That’s right in the groove ! Y O/J

When your tongue’s hanging out and you’re starting
to droop, Guinness refreshes you properly. Why ?
I’s so appetising. Which also explains why it goes
so well with meals. Food’s more fun with Guinness

— and so’s anything else.

G.E.2376.H
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Canal Zone and Libya, 4 piastres;

The boy who asks the
questions in the Army's
new film: Brian Smith.

Cyprus, 7 piastres;

notions of the life led by an Army officer of today, some odd
misconceptions might come to light.

IF a hundred schoolboys were asked to set down on paper their

Unless a boy has a father or older brother in uniform, his
ideas of Service life will have been derived mainly from adventure-
comics and films. He will probably have dipped into the works of
Captain W. E. Johns. He will have admired Mr. Jack Hawkins

playing with equal facility a com-
manding officer in the Army, the
Royal Navy and the Royal Air
Force. From recent films like
Carrington VC -and The Caine
Mutiny he may even have
gleaned the unfortunate notion
that the crown of an officer’s
career is his court-martial.

He will have laughed, perhaps,
at the farcical officer of Reluct-
ant Heroes. He may well have
heard fun poked at officers in
BBC Forces Shows, and won-
dered how much of it was justi-
fie d. In the newspapers he will
have seen photographs of officers
showing their newly-won medals
to their admiring sons outside
Buckingham Palace. As to how
these medals were won, the
schoolboy’s ideas may be
sketchy. Still sketchier, for sure,
will be his notion of the day-to-
day life of the officers who never
win medals. He has seen such
officers at Armistice ceremonies
and tattoos, but what do they do
the rest of the time? Nobody
writes stories about peace-time
soldiering.

In America there have been
complaints that for the last ten
years authors have turned out
anti-officer novels. These in due
course become anti-officer films,
which are shown all over the
world. Stories about Service life
tend to be written by prickly
individualists who never settled
down to discipline, and are not
above wreaking their revenge in
print. Many British soldiers
must have been baffled, and sad-
dened, by the kind of United
States Army portrayed by Holly-
wood, often apparently with offi-
cial co-operation.

But those who saw the film of
The Caine Mutiny may remem-
ber the unusual and most effec-

SOLDIER

to Soldier

tive climax which comes, not
with the break-up of the tyran-
nous Captain Queeg in the wit-
ness chair, but with the subse-
quent outburst of the defending
officer when he finds the accused
lieutenant about to celebrate his
acquittal with his fellow officers.
Bitterly the defending officer
pitches into them, and reminds

SOLDIER

BRITISHJKKARMY MAGAZTINE

Malaya, 30 cents;

Hong-Kong, 60 cents;

them of the loyal service per-
formed between the wars by men
like Captain Queeg, when the
Navy was regarded as a hide-out
for suckers, and the smart guys
were making money—or words
to that effect. It was a telling
speech, and a telling moment,
perhaps, in the history of the
cinema. The officer caste was
at last being vigorously defended.
In its own way, Carrington VC
is also a piece of special pleading
'on behalf of the Service officer.

*

All this is by way of introduc-
tion to a film which is unlikely
to be shown at Gaumonts and
Odeons, though it may well have
some impact on the boys of
Britain when they see it screened
at their schools. It was produced
for the War Office by the Army
Kinema Corporation and is
called They Serve To Lead. The
purpose of the film is to give
ambitious schoolboys some idea
of an officer’s life in today's
Army. Unashamedly, it is a
propaganda film, an attempt to

In “They Serve To Lead” only three parts are played by professional
actors. Below: Lieutenant David McMurtrie, Somerset Light Infantry,
outlines his plans for a jungle patrol. lban trackers listen intently.

East Africa, 75 cents;

FEBRUARY 1955

West Africa, 9d.

«WHAT'S IT LIKE
BEING AN OFFICER?”

sell the idea of a career in the
commissioned ranks. But it is
very fairly done and is likely to
prove a popular 45-minute break
in any school curriculum.

The film opens with a fresh-
faced schoolboy and his fresh-
faced uncle (who is a captain
about to start a course at the Staff
College) whizzing through mili-
tary country near Camberley in
a sports car. (The producers
toyed with the idea of a Bentley,
but decided that might give too
rosy a notion of a captain’s pay.)

“Uncle Bob,” asks the school-
boy, “what’s it like being an
Army officer?”

For answer, Uncle Bob swings
off down the road to Sandhurst.
Soon the two of them are eaves-
dropping outside the lecture huts.

From one hut float frightening
scraps of scientific formulae.
Wryly the schoolboy shakes his
head. From another come words
like “ionisation.” Apgain the
schoolboy shakes his head. Uncle
Bob looks a bit surprised, too.

They tip-toe into a class-room
and listen to a group of cadets
debating whether it would be a

good thing for m

Britain to put



S

large sums of money into colon-
ies like the Gold Coast, with the
risk of somebody ‘“doing an
Abadan.”

It’s all rather like being back
at school, thinks the schoolboy.
What'’s the point of that discus-
sion about the Gold Coast, for
instance? Uncle Bob points out
that an Army officer must have
a good working knowledge of
social and political problems. In
the best sense, he must be a man
of the world.

The camera lingers no longer
than it can help on the drilling
squads, but it does pick up a pack
of beagles, and the sail boats on
the Sandhurst lake. “They don’t
mind what sport you follow,”
says his uncle, “whether it’s a
team sport or not, so long as
you do it thoroughly.”

Later, the sports car nips
through the gates of the Royal
Military College of Science (the
camera lingering lovingly on two
horsemen riding sedately through
the lines). Then the two visit a
laboratory-workshop where a
captain is trying to design suit-
able armament for a tank. Here
the boy learns that you can earn
a degree in Army time—*“and a
good degree, too.”

Well, that’s the scientific side.
But, as Uncle Bob points out,
the Army wants men who are
good regimental officers as well
as good scientists. So they slip
into a lecture room to see a film
about a patrol in the Malayan
jungle. There are excellent shots
of men of the Somerset Light
Infantry jumping silently from
moving lorries at dawn and div-
ing into the ulu, and of the same
men standing-to around the vine
rope which encircles their jungle
camp, amid eerie jungle noises.
A subaltern is seen giving orders
to British soldiers and Iban
trackers, deploying his patrol,
looking after his men (perhaps
one of his decisions may be open
tocontroversy). Nextcomesa film
of manoeuvres in Rhine Army,
with young officers controlling
the advance of tree-bedecked
Centurions (“now there’s a nice
command for you”),

Ah yes, but what about pros-
pects? Uncle Bob and his nephew
decide to talk about that over tea.
As their car halts at a hotel, a
civilian with a brief-case passes
by. “See that man?” says Uncle
Bob, “how far do you think he
will rise? Neither of us knows,
He will go just as far as his brains
and character take him. It’s the
same in the Army.”

Then Uncle Bob remembers
that “according to the experts”
two out of three of the officers
who pass through Sandhurst
become lieutenant-colonels. No
guarantee, of course.

The boy has got something to
think about. So, too, have the
schoolboys who see this film.
There’s a lot more to being an
officer than is shown here, but
the point is fairly made that an
officer needs brains, power of
leadership and a sense of respon-
sibility. The career is not repre-
sented as one for swots, rugger
hearties or strutting tyrants.
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FTER the wars of old there
used to be bitter and often
degrading wrangles over

prize money. The Army’s pick-
ings were usually ftrivial com-
pared with those of the Navy,
even though it was the pressure
of the footsloggers which some-
times enabled the Navy to cap-
ture enemy ships in harbour.

Occasionally, when an unusu-
ally rich merchantman had been
pulled in by the Navy, the Army
would turn out and escort the
bullion through the streets of
London.

The last share-out of prize
money was authorised in 1948,
the Royal Navy and the Royal
Air Force pocketing a sum which
—in spite of all the captures of
merchantmen in World War Two
—was disappointingly small. In
fact, the Royal Air Force share
was so small that it was given to
charities, not to individuals. In
future wars, it was made clear,
there would be no more prize
money, blood money or any
other form of profits for fighting
men. Such rewards after an all-
in war were thought to be
anachronisticc. ™ Why  should
bonuses go to the lucky few
who were able to profit from
the exertions of the many?
That was the argument, and it
seems to have been generally
accepted.

For the last ten years, how-

ever, a commission has been
awarding prize money to a
seemingly endless succession of
inventors whose brainwaves con-
tributed to the Allied victory in
World War Two. Some have been
rewarded with big sums, others
with small. One of the more
recent claims was by firms which
manufactured DDT disinfectant
(““For every lousy British soldier
there were 8000 lousy German
soldiers . . .”).

Now the British soldier is suit-
ably grateful for the inventions
and comforts which supported
him in battle, as no doubt the
inventors are grateful to the sol-
diers who made it possible for
them to go on inventing (and
claiming). It is hard to find any
logical reason why prize money
should be paid to the inventors
and not to the users. Some inven-
tors have not sought any profit
from their brainwaves; others,
being only human, have argued
that they might as well collect
anything that is going. It has
been said that inventors need a
financial spur, which is nonsense.
Inventors are like authors: once
they feel the stirring of an idea
nothing can suppress it.

It seems to SOLDIER that war
inventors ought to be rewarded,
like any other inventors, by suit-
able royalties when their ideas go
into production, and that that
should be the end of the story.
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“I've never seen such a day for news! Three air liners down
in the Channel, the Queen Mary collides with the Queen
Elizabeth, an atom bomb goes off by mistake, and a batman
in the British Army is ordered to take the Commanding
Officer’s wife’s dog for a walk.’’
”~

ERE is a curious item from

a recent issue of Hansard:

Lord Windlesham asked

Her  Majesty's  Government

whether they will take steps to

prevent, or at least heavily to dis-

courage, senior officers of the

Services from expressing their

political ~ views through the

medium of letters to the Press
signed by their wives.

The Parliamentary Secretary,
Ministry of Defence (Lord Car-
rington): I have no reason to
believe that wives nowadays
would be likely to allow them-
selves to be used as a vehicle for
their husbands’ political opinions.

Who knows what fearful
domestic crises in the lives of our
generals may lie behind this?
Let us exercise the imagination.

General Bodkin is sitting in an
armchair of his official residence,
simmering. He has hurled his
airmail copy of The Times across
the room in disgust. Gad, sir,
those damned legislators ought
to be horsewhipped from West-
minster to Windsor and back. At
this point the general's wife
enters, and says: “Mortimer,
what about that fur wrap you
promised me?”

“You can’t have it,” snaps
General Bodkin. “Thanks to
those double-dealers at West-
minster I've less money than an
unpaid acting lance-corporal.”

“Why don’t you write to The
Times about it?" says his wife,
sweetly.

“Impossible. It's  against
Queen’s  Regulations, para
547(a).”

“I've an idea. You could write
the letter, and I could sign it.”

“What, shelter behind a
woman’s skirts?” splutters the
general. “What do you take me
for?”

“A mug. Look, Mortimer dar-
ling, I want that wrap very badly.
If you don’t buy it for me I shall
sit right down at that desk and
write a stinker to The Times.

“But this is blackmail! You
can’t do such a thing to me!"”

“Stop talking like a Holly-
wood film. It’s a free country,
isn’t it? Even a general's wife
can write to the papers if she
wants to. I'm not bound by your
silly old regulations.”

“But this is terrible. I suppose
I could put a notice in the ‘Per-
sonal’ column saying, ‘I am not
responsible for my wife'’s views.’
But it would be too absurd.
Cynthia, you must be out of your
mind!”

“You're too scrupulous, Mor-
timer, dear. Why, Mary Fitz-
Noggin always signs her hus-
band’s letters to the newspapers.
He gave her the sweetest brace-
let for that one in the Clarion.
That’s what I call co-operation.”

“And you want me to give you
a mink wrap for not writing to
the papers, is that it?’

“That’s the rough idea. Oh,
Mortimer, stop, stop, STOP!”
~ She is too late. General Bodkin
has snatched down a Luger from
the wall and pointed it at his
head. The brains of an old-
fashioned English gentleman
spatter the floor.
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Off to bomb targets in Korea, a Fairey Firefly is catapulted from HMS Glory

THEY JOINED THE ARMY
-- AND SRILED THE SEAS

Soldiers who go to sea in aircraft carriers play a key
part in calling down naval air support for the Army

Fewer than 20
soldiers wear the
“A" on their
sleeves. Most of
them belong to
the Royal Army
Service Corps.

ROBABLY no soldiers see more of the world than the officers
and men—numbering fewer than a score—who wear a yellow
“A” embroidered on a dark patch on their sleeves.

The “A” stands for Air and the men who wear it serve aboard

the Royal Navy's aircraft carriers
borne ground liaison sections and
theirjob is to train Fleet Air Arm
pilots in their ground attack réle
in support of the Army.

Since the end of World War
Two they have sailed to all parts
of the globe. They have set foot
in Iceland, Greece, Turkey,
Spain, France, Germany, Nor-
way, Denmark, Sardinia, Gibral-
tar, Cyprus, Crete, North Africa,

On board HMS Ocean in the Yellow Sea, Major P. Lawson, a section officer,
discusses possible targets with the ship’s captain, Captain C. L. G. Evans
DSO and the Naval operations officer, Lt-Commander N. Manley-Cooper.
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. They belong to the Army’s carrier-

Italy, Aden, Hong-Kong, Ceylon,
Japan and the Philippines.

From Singapore they dis-
patched naval aircraft on bomb-
ing raids against bandit hide-outs
in the Malayan jungle. In the
Yellow Sea they briefed pilots
for attacks on the Chinese and
North Koreans.

They live a sailor’s life. They
work by watches, sleep in ham-
mocks and draw their daily tot
of rum. They never go “on
parade,” but on “divisions.” To
them the cookhouse is the galley
and, even when shore-based,
they always “go ashore” when
they leave camp.

Each section is only five strong
—two officers, a sergeant, a bat-
man-driver and a clerk. The
senior officer, a major, belongs
either to the Army or to the
Royal Marines. His assistant, a
captain, is generally a Gunner or
Infantry officer. The sergeant
may be either a soldier or a
Marine; the batman-driver and
the clerk are always from the
Royal Army
Service Corps.

Naval aircraft from HMS
Glory bombed this group

of buildings
North Korean

housing
soldiers.




In Korea, naval gircraft from carriers strafed enemy
positions in support of the United MNgtions land
forces. These pictufes show Fireflies from HMS
Glory attacking enemy targets behind the line.




THEY SAILED THE SEAS continued

Most of the men are National
Service volunteers. The officers
have to pass a stiff course of
instruction at the School of
Land/Air Warfare before they
are selected. Their tour of duty
at sea is normally for two years.

Although the sections are
small in numbers they form a
vital link in the Joint Army/
Naval Air organisation.

When the Army calls for naval
air support, the section officers
brief pilots and mark their maps
with target positions. They also
inform them of the best escape
routes to follow if they are shot
down over enemy territory. They
interrogate the pilots on their
return and compile intelligence
reports for Army and Naval
headquarters.

When a carrier is allotted an
area of land to control, the sec-
tion briefs pilots for reconnais-
sance flights and from the result-
ing photographs selects likely
targets. If the Army needs close
support the section may be called
upon to go ashore with its jeep
and trailer (always kept ready in
the ship’s hangar) and set up an
air contact team to call down the
carrier’s aircraft.

This arrangement proved in-
valuable in Malaya when the
Royal Navy was called in to
bomb targets in the jungle. On
one occasion the planes were
already in the air on their way to
bomb a bandit hide-out when the
air contact team was informed
that British soldiers had over-run
the position. The contact team
hurriedly called up the pilots by
wireless and directed them on to
other targets.

Carrier-borne ground liaison
sections were formed in World
War Two. They were first used
with great success during Eighth
Army’s advance from Alamein
to Tripoli, when the Afrika
Korps was bombed by naval air-

craft whose targets had been pin-
pointed by soldiers on board car-
riers in the Mediterranean. Later
they operated in the invasion of
Sicily and during the Normandy
landings.

The wartime members of the
Carrier-borne  Ground Liaison
sections were among the few sol-
diers included in the distribution
of naval prize money. One of
them was Major Edward Under-
down who played the part of a
Guards officer in the film “They
Were Not Divided.” He served
on board HMS Atracker.

In Korea the sections again
proved their value when the
Royal Navy was called in to pro-
vide air support for United
Nations troops. In seven months,
during which the carrier sailed
more than 30,000 miles, the sec-
tion on board HMS Theseus
briefed the ship’s planes on more
than 3000 sorties. The planes
destroyed an impressive number
of railway and road bridges, store
dumps, railway stations, gun
positions, command posts, fac-
tories, power stations, barrack
buildings and road blocks.
Observed enemy casualties were
1750 for the loss of six naval
pilots. Other sections on board
HMS Triumph, HMS Ocean and
HMS Glory had similar suc-
cesses.

It was due in part to the quick-
wittedness of a section officer on
board a carrier ir Korea that the
first Russian MiG fighter to be
captured by the United Nations
was recovered. At the end of his
report a naval pilot mentioned
that he had seen what appeared
to be a swept-wing fighter lying
on a mudflat near Chinnampo.
The section officer immediately
caused another plane to be sent
on reconnaissance and it brought
back a picture of what was un-
doubtedly a MiG fighter. The
plane was later captured intact.

Captain V. Venour, Royal Artillery, gives last-minute instructions to
pilots before they take off from a Sussex airfield on a training flight.

At a Royal Naval Air Stotion in Sussex, Fleet Air Arm pilots are taught
how to read aerial photographs by an officer of the Army's Carrier-borne
Ground Liaison Section. Below: Major C. J. Terry, Royal Marines, instructs
pilots in tank recognition. Later, they will be taken to an Army tank range.

.

In Britain one carrier-borne
section is stationed at a Royal
Naval Air Station in Sussex. The
headquarters controlling all sec-
tions is in Scotland.

The section in Sussex trains
Fleet Air Arm pilots in their
ground attack role before they
are sent to join carriers. At

~week-ends it gives “brushing-up”

courses to Royal Naval Volun-
teer Reserve Pilots. After learn-
ing how the Joint Army/Naval
Air system operates the pilots are
put through a course of tank and
vehicle recognition with the aid
of models and films. They are
taken to see ground demonstra-
tions at the artillery ranges
at Larkhill, the tank ranges at
Bovington and the School of In-
fantry at Warminster. Later they
fly over these training grounds
and view the weapons and
vehicles from the air. Sometimes

- £y

they act as spotters for the gun-
ners at Larkhill and take part in
Army manoeuvres when air sup-
port is required.

Much of the pilots’ training in
air support for ground forces is
carried out during their daily
flights, when the section details
them to identify “targets” which
are often 150 miles away and
indicated only by six-figure map
references. On these trips the
pilots sometimes make photo-
graphic reconnaissances and
bring back pictures which the
section makes into a mosaic and
interprets for the rest of the
students.

The carrier-borne ground liai-
son organisation has set up a
thriving club of its own. Once
a year past and present members,
officers and men, meet for dinner
at a London hotel.

E. J. GROVE
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She is the Army’s favourite
British film star: Glynis Johns.

The girl from a des-
ert isle: Lorrae Desmond.

Eve Boswell was
mentioned in dis-
patches from Korea.

Left: Jean Bayless’
picture adorns
many a berrack-
room in Germany,

Below: 1s Tonia
Berns a typical
English girl? The
Italions think so.

Left: Her girl
band is an out-
standing Army

In the sands of the desert they
still call for the voice of Vera Lynn.

Tels GUIRLS

ARLBOROUGH'’S men got along without pin-ups.
Wellington’s men had no Forces’ Sweethearts.
Haig’s men—ah, that was where it started. They had pin-
up girls, and sometimes concert parties. But they had no
radio sets from which came the beguiling voices of female crooners.

It was World War Two, with
its ubiquitous loud-speakers,
which launched the Forces’
Sweetheart. Vera Lynn held the
title until 1946, when she fetired
to raise a family. Today soldiers
in Middle East and Rhine Army
still ask for her songs—the songs
she made famous in Hitler’s war
—more often than those of other
singers,

There are many other young
women entertainers for whom
the Army has a special niche—if

PAGE 10

only because these girls have
travelled to the deserts and
jungles to entertain them. They
are valued, in the main, for their
voices, and the volume of charm
which they are able to pour into
a microphone. But not all Forces’
favourites are necessarily singers,
nor are they necessarily pin-ups.

Right: The Far
East fell for Hy
Hazell, with the
“longest legs in
all show business.”

To find today’s Forces’ favour-
ites it is necessary to study box
office receipts at Army stage and
film shows, to analyse gramo-
phone request programmes and
the listening figures for BBC
Forces’ shows.

Ivy Benson, who.since 1945
has toured Middle East, Ger-
many and Austria with her all-
girls band, easily heads the list of
money-spinners for Combined
Services Entertainment. More
soldiers go to her shows than to
any others. “Two-Ton” Tessie

WEIO ClRUARM

O’Shea runs her second—a sober-
ing thought for glamour girls.

Carole Carr, who was first seen
by British tropps when she toured
Rhine Army in 1945, is another
whese popularity has not dim-
med. She took over the réle of
resident singer in the BBC’s
“Calling All Forces” programme
in 1951 and has played to packed
audiences in Middle East, Korea
and Malaya

The BBC’s post-war roster of
Forces’ charmers has included
Petula Clark, Lizbeth Webb and

THERE’S ALWAYS ROOM FOR A NEWCOMER

hit: lvy Benson.

Right: Carole
Carr has sung to
soldiers all
round the world.

Tels SOLDIRRS

Sally Rogers. A recent heart-
throb in the Forces’ Show was
South African-born Eve Boswell,
who can sing in eleven languages.
She has received more than 200
proposals of marriage by mail.
The British Commonwealth Divi-
sion in Korea who saw and heard
her last year were reported to be
“wildly enthusiastic.” Army Wel-
fare hope to sign her up for a
tour of Middle East soon.

At present the BBC Forces’
Show is featuring Joy Nichols.

Hy Hazell, “the girl with the

longest legs in show business,” a
favourite pin-up of wartime sol-
diers, got a rousing welcome from
the troops when she toured
Korea and Malaya.

And the most popular British
film actress? Glynis Johns, with-
out a doubt, say the Army
Kinema Corporation. Among
American film stars, Marilyn
Monroe and Jane Russell prob-
ably lead the field.

Diana Coupland, a singer, who
is said closely to resemble Lana
Turner, has already been nomi-

nated No. 1 Pin-up Girl by the
Royal Air Force in Britain. She
is now on a tour of the Middle
East for Army Welfare.

Jean Bayless, another singer of
sweet songs, has just returned
from an overseas tour of Army
theatres in Germany and Middle
East. Hundreds of her signed
photographs have since found
their way into the barrack rooms.

Another newcomer just
returned from a Middle East tour
is Australian-born Lorrae Des-
mond, who once lived on a desert

IN THE ROSTER OF FORCES' FAVOURITES

The girl who built a “piano”
with bells: Dolores Ventura.

island off the Great Barrier Reef.
She sings in two voices—one a
rich soprano, the other a husky
croon.

Tonia Berns, chosen to play
the part of a typical English girl
in an [talian film, has forsaken
straight acting for musical
comedy. She was a great success
in her recent tour of military
camps in Middle East.

In a class by herself is Dolores
Ventura, “blonde bombshell of
the keyboard,” who used to be
a violinst in the BBC Symphony
Orchestra. Now she has become
one of the most popular boogie
pianists in Britain. Recently she
performed for an Army audience
in Aldershot on an instrument
she invented herself—a piano
whose wires were removed and
replaced with bells. She calls it
“The Jazzabell.”
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Try this—at 114
paces to the minute,

Adenauer, West Ger-

many’s Chancellor,
when reporters asked him
whether a proposed guards regi-
ment in the new German
would perform the traditional
goose-step.

He said he would have to con-
sult the British and American
military commanders. So far no
decision has been announced.

The goose-step, along with the
jack-boot, was always held up as
a symbol of the ruthless militar-
ism of the Kaiser and Hitler.
There will be those who ask
whether its re-introduction will
not needlessly inflame suscepti-
bilities in Europe.

On the other hand, the goose-
step is part of the tradition of
the German Army. As such, its
supporters may hold that it is as
useful and harmless a morale-
builder as the Scotsman’s bag-
pipes. :

One of the mysteries of the
goose-step is how it got its
English name. Certainly, it bears
little resemblance to a goose’s
waddle. In Germany it was
popularly known as the Parade-
marsch, because it was generally
seen on big parades, but the Ger-
man Army’s official manuals
referred to it as the Exerzier-
marsch. They emphasised its
merits as a training exercise
which required a man to concen-
trate, kept troops together as a
body and trained the muscles of
the leg.

A British officer who served
with the pre-1914 German Army
wrote that “half an hour of this
exercise does as much for the
muscles of the leg and the abdo-
men as half a day’s route-march-
ing. Hence, there is a great sav-
ing of time which may be devoted
to becoming proficient in other
branches of the noble art of
militarism, and to such a
materialist country as Germany.
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i ATHER a difficult ques-
tion,” admitted- Dr.

painful memories.

this is of considerable moment.”

To the British soldier the
goose-step has always seemed
slightly comical. It is salutary to
remember that the British style
of marching, with arms swinging
high, has sometimes caused
amusement to German soldiers.

The goose-step is carried out
in three movements: first, lifting
the left heel off the ground, bend-
ing the knee and moving the left
foot forward, keeping it as
straight' as possible; second,
swinging the lower part of the
leg forward as quickly as pessible
without lifting the knee; third,
putting the left foot flat on the
ground while the right foot begins
to move into the first position.
The length of step in the German
Army was two feet eight inches,
and the rate of march 114 paces
a minute.

Sometimes the movement was
exaggerated. A German ex-
officer of SOLDIER’s acquaint-
ance recalls seeing the drum-
major of the Berlin Guards Com-
pany, in the early 1930s, swing-
ing the tips of his toes to the
height of his chest (he was six
feet four inches tall) and crash:
ing them down on to a puddled

P

¥

-

A touch of swagger is a good thing, but
there’s one form of military swagger which has
If the Germans re-arm—

road, to the detriment of his own

garments and those of the
spectators.
Because it makes great

demands on the muscles, the
German Army used the goose-
step only for short spells. In a
daily drill period, goose-stepping
would last only five or ten
minutes.

A company passing its batta-
lion commander would begin to
goose-step five paces before the
front rank reached him and go
back to a normal marching step
five paces after the rear rank had
passed him. On ceremonial par-
ades, the goose-step was used for
the first five paces on moving off,
then only while passing the salut-
ing base. Bandsmen passing a
saluting base while playing had
also to goose-step.

+ SOLDIER is informed that
the Afrika Korps goose-stepped
in the desert on such occasions as
a march-past for Rommel or
Hitler’s birthday parade, but
only on hard ground. The step

was never attempted in soft sand.

Nor, apparently, was it practised
in prisoner-of-war camps,

The man to whom the German
Army owed the goose-step was

The step which began uf’Pol;;a-m;;cgid ended with Hitler.

query

r Allies

Dr. Adenauer, the West
re] W k

When

a Hessian named von Kalckstein.
In the 1730s he left the army of
his own state and took service
under King Frederick William of
Prussia, the military - maniac
father of Frederick the Great.
Under the orders of von Kalck-
stein (who was to die a Prussian
field-marshal) the goose-step was
first strutted on a Potsdam par-
ade-ground. The King went to
see.

Frederick William was
delighted. He ordered his Lange
Kerls, guards raised from the
tallest men in Europe, to take it
up, followed by the rest of his
army. When the German Army
was formed from the Prussian
Army in 1871, the goose-step
was retained.

German drill-masters carried
the goose-step abroad, and the
Bulgarian, Finnish, Argentine
and Chilean armies are reported
to have used it. Under Mussolini,
the Italian Army invented a Passo
Romano, or Roman Step, which
was similar to the goose-step.
This also became synonymous
with militarism and aggression.

The British Army had its own
goose-step, officially known as
the balance-step, which seems to
have been thoroughly unpopular.
In 1806 one writer recorded that
“the balance or goose-step intro-
duced for their practice excites
a fever of disgust.” In 1825,
another wrote: “Oft with aching
bones, I marched the goose-step,
cursing Sergeant Jones.”

The purpose of the balance-
step, according to the Infantry
manuals of last century, was “to
teach the recruit the free move-
ment of his limbs, preserving at
the same time perfect.squareness
of shoulder, in the utmost steadi-
ness of body.” The motions were
“intended practically to show the
true principles of marching and
that steadiness of body is com-
patible with perfect freedom in
the limbs.”

The balance-step was first
taught “without gaining ground.”
In the complete step, the left foot
was brought gradually and
smoothly to the front, the knee
being gradually straightened as
the foot was brought forward,
the toe turned out a little to the
left and remaining about three
inches from the ground. “In this
position, said the manuals, the
recruit “remains for a few
seconds only in the first instance,
till practice has steadied him in
the position.”

This step had its resemblance
to the modern slow march, which
is today still taught by numbers
as a “balance step.”



THE ARMY

OR more than 200 years the

kilt as a soldier’s garment

has inspired controversy.

It has been admired, deri-

ded, outlawed, reprieved. Not

only colonels and high com-

manders, but Kings and Queens

have been drawn into the fray.

Here are some of the fruits of

SOLDIER’s researches into the
subject : —

SOLDIERS ONLY

After the 1745 Jacobite rising,
the kilt was banned throughout
Britain—except for soldiers.

“From and after the 1st day of
August 1747 no man or boy
within that part of Great Britain
called Scotland, other than such
as shall be employed as Officers
and Soldiers in His Majesty’s
Forces, shall . . . wear or put on
clothes commonly called High-
land Clothes, that is to say, the
Plaid, Philabeg, or Little Kilt,
Trowse, Shoulder Belts, or any
part whatsoever of what pecu-
liarly belongs to the Highland
garb."—Extract from the Act
for the Abolition and Proscrip-
tion of the Highland Dress, 1747
(repealed 1782).

WAR OFFICE OBJECTS

In 1757 the War Office began
the first of many attempts to
abolish the kilt in Highland regi-
ments,

The garment was forbidden to
the 78th (Fraser’s Highlanders)
when they landed in North
America that year on the grounds
that “it was unfit for the severe
winters and hot summers in that
country.” In his Sketches of the
Highlanders General Stewart of
Garth wrote: “The officers and
soldiers vehemently protested . . .
and Colonel Fraser explained to
the Commander-in-Chief the
strong attachment which the men
cherished to their national dress
and the consequence that might
be expected to follow if they were
deprived of it. The representa-
tion was successful . . . We were
allowed to wear the garb of our
fathers and in the course of six
winters showed the doctors that
they did not understand our con-
stitutions, for in the coldest
winters our men Wwere more
healthy than those regiments who
wore breeches and warm cloth-
ing.”

NUNS SHOCKED ?

It was a different story when
the Highlanders entered the ruins
of Quebec in 1759. So cold was
the weather that sentries had to
be relieved every hour to keep
them free from frostbite. 5

“The Highlanders, despite
their natural hardihood suffered
more than their comrades, the
kilt being but a sorry protection
against a Canadian winter,” says
Sir John Fortescue, the Army
historian. “They were only
relieved by a supply of long

woollen hose knitted for them,
perhaps as much for decency’s
as for charity’s sake, by the nuns
of the city.”

WARMER THAN BRANDY

Nevertheless, General Stewart
of Garth testifies to the value of
the kilt in another cold campaign
that century:—

“In the march through Hol-
land and Westphalia in 1794 and
1795, when the cold was. so
intense that brandy froze in
bottles, the Highlanders, consist-
ing of the 78th, 79th and the new
recruits of the 42nd (very young
soldiers) wore their kilts, and yet
the loss was out of all comparison
less than that sustained by some
other corps.”

And the History of the Sea-
forth Highlanders, dealing with
that same campaign, says:—

“The troops suffered great
hardships there through want of
food but the 78th were saved
much sickness from the fact that
they always wore the kilt, the
warmth of which round the body
is a wonderful protection against
chills that lead to dysentery and
the like.”

But the War Office was still
unimpressed. It considered the
kilt unsuitable, not only for cold
climates, but for hot climates

On guard at Fort George,
home of the Highland
regiments, a Scottish
soldier wears the kilt with
the traditional sporran.

—and Scots troops were packed
off in trousers to India.

NO HARLEQUIN STUFF!

In 1804 this spirited reply was
sent by Colonel Cameron of the
Cameron Highlanders to the War
Office when asked for his views
ori the proposal to abolish the
kilt :

“The Highlander has an exclu-
sive advantage, when halted, of
drenching his kilt in the next
brook as well as washing his
limbs, and drying both, as it were,
by constant fanning, without
injury to either, but on the con-
trary feeling clean and comfort-
able; while the buffon in tartan
pantaloon, with all its fringed
frippery (as some mongrel High-
landers would have it), sticking
wet and dirty to their skin, is not
easily pulled off and less so to get
on again in cases of alarm or any
other hurry, and all this time
absorbing both wet and dirt, fol-
lowed up by rheumatism and
fevers which ultimately make
great havoc in hot and cold
climates . . . The proposed altera-
tion must have proceeded from a
whimsical idea more than the real
comfort of the Highland soldier,
and a wish to lay aside the
national garb, the very sight of
which has upon occasions struck

trews and plaid.

SEVEN YARDS OF TARTAN

MONG Scottish regiments only Highlanders wear the Kkilt.
A They are the Black Watch, the Highland Light Infantry,
the Seaforth Highlanders, the Gordon Highlanders, the
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders, and the Argyll and Suther-
land Highlanders. The kilt-was taken away from the Highland
Light Infantry in 1809. In 1881 the regiment chose to continue
wearing tartan trews to identify it as both a light infantry regi-
ment and a Highland regiment. It was not until 1946 that the
Highland Light Infantry re-adopted the kilt when it rejoined
the Highland Brigade at Fort George. .
Every kilt contains seven yards of single-width or three-and-
a-half yards of double-width tartan.
The present-day kilt originates from the “little kilt” or
feileadh-beag which came into use as the poor man’s dress in
1725. Those who could afford it wore the belted plaid or tartan

AND THE KILT

@ It has been banned by Kings and also by the War Office
@ It has been ruled “unsuitable for mechanical warfare”
@ It produced a French comment: “For love, yes; for war, no”
@ It inspired the nuns of Quebec to knit under-garments

@ It has more than once struck terror into the Queen’s enemies

the enemy with terror and con-
fusion . . . I sincerely hope that

_His Royal Highness will never

acquiese in so painful and
degrading an idea as to strip us of
our native garb and stuff usinto a
harlequin tartan pantaloon.”

A BAD JOKE

In the Peninsular War towards
the end of 1808 some jesters of
the 71st Regiment who could
speak Spanish told the inhabit-
ants of a town that the 92nd
Regiment wore the kilt as a badge
of disgrace, being cowards and
transported felons. The towns-
folk thereupon refused supplies
to the Scots.

When the row was referred to
the divisional general and the
colonel of the 7Ist, officers
responsible were reprimanded,
NCOs were reduced to the
ranks and the privates were
court-martialled.

BAN BY A KING

In 1809 George III ordered
Highland regiments to discon-
tinue wearing the Highland garb.
The official reason was that after
the heavy losses sustained by
Highland regiments at the Battle
of Corunna it was becoming diffi-
cult to find recruits to keep the
regiments up to strength. The
regiments preferred to believe
that it was because “the people of
South Britain found the Scottish
national costume objectionable.”

Nevertheless, certain Scots
regiments continued to wear the
kilt. It was seen on the field of
Waterloo, and afterwards in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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THE ARMY AND THE KILT cntined,

occupied Paris (where French
ladies expressed excessive and
unseemly curiosity as to what, if
{il)'nything, was worn underneath
it).

In 1823 the Royal decree was
rescinded and most Highland
regiments were again allowed to
wear a form of Highland dress,
although they had to adopt the
tartan trews or even pantaloons.

REQUEST TO A QUEEN

In 1871 the 1st Battalion The
Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers were asked by Queen
Victoria what the Regiment
would like most. The colonel told
her they would like the kilt
restored. The Queen readily
agreed but the military authori-
ties objected, so the battalion
remained clothed in trews.

Most Highland regiments were
not allowed to wear the Kkilt
again, except when in full dress,
until 1881.

HORSEBACK? OUCH!

General Sir Ian Hamilton tells
in his book “Listening for the
Drums” how, when he served in
India with the Gordon High-
landers, the officers had to go
on church parade on horseback.

“We did not wear drawers
except at athletics or dancing on
a platform, so you were apt to get
the skin of your thighs pinched
between the stirrup leathers and
the saddle and it was not very
comfortable—I mean, bareback
is all very well when applied to

There were kilts to be seen in North Afri
Division in Tripoli.
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the pony but not to one’s own
backside.”

THEN CAME APRONS

An_ochre-coloured kilt-apron
was introduced for Highland
regiments in the South African
War as a camouflage measure.
The apron was also issued during
World War One. It was not popu-
lar. The Highlanders said the
apron was more conspicuous
It(hi'a.n the dyed tartan cloth of the

ilt.

IN THE TRENCHES

It was in World War One that
kilted Scots troops earned their
famous tribute from the enemy
—"the Ladies from Hell.”

There were varying views on
the suitability of the kilt in trench
warfare.

“In the winter of 1914 the regi-
ment found the kilt had proved
itself fully as it had done in the
past. Officers and men can wade
knee-deep through the trenches
and arrive in comparative dry-
ness and comfort, unhampered
by wet trousers or clinging
breeches. It undoubtedly pre-
vented much sickness . . . The kilt
apron undoubtedly served one
purpose in keeping the kilt clean
in the trenches.”—History of
the 2nd Battalion, the Black
Watch.

But Field-Marshal Earl Haig
(a Scotsman) had his doubts. In
his private diary dated March 6,
1917, appears the entry :

“At Ambrines 44th Brigade (15

ca in World War Two. Here are
“When kilts were available,”

Div. under Brig-General Mar-
shall). All Highland Battalions in
kilts looked very fine, but some
of the poor fellows’ knees seem to
suffer much in this inclement
weather. General Joffre's criti-
cism of the kilt seems justified :
‘Pour I'amour oui, mais pour la
guerre non.’ ” (For love, yes; for
war, no).

FOR COMMANDOS

In 1939 the War Office banned
the wearing of the kilt in action
“in view of its unsuitability for
mechanical warfare” and laid
down that it would be worn in
future only for ceremonial and
walking-out (some Scots regi-
ments took the kilt overseas).
Highlanders who took part
in the Commando raid on St.
Nazaire in 1942 were given
special permission to wear it.

When the Black Watch were
leaving for France in 1939 King
George VI and Queen Elizabeth
commiserated with them over the
loss of the kilt.

“Nothing less than royal sym-
pathy and royal ingenuity in
helping to make the best of a bad
job could have averted a genuine
bitterness and a sad slump in
morale,” says Colonel Bernard
Fergusson in The Black Waich
and the King's Enemies.

“It had been given out that the

'chief reason for withdrawing the
kilt was to prevent the Regiment
from being identified. ‘But, damn
it, said Big Mac, alias CSM
MacGregor, ‘we want to be
identified.’

“Long afterwards it turned out

“It's a new secret weapon

called the
opener.”’

—it’s tin-

that the decision came not from a
high policy level but from some
Ordnance officer. The kilt would
have been hell in winter in
France; but the manner of order-
ing its abandonment was incon-
siderate and stupid.”

IN KOREA

The Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders in Korea fought in
battle-dress but wore the kilt out
of the line. They were glad,
during the severe winter of 1951,
to accept an issue of drawers,
woollen, winter, long.

massed pipers of the 51st Highland

says the Division’s historion, “kilts were worn.”’




Don’t talk to soldiers about vitamins—all they want is something filling

THEY SAY SALAD ISN'T SOLID-
GIVE US CHIPS!

The Times is the ultra-conservative taste in food of the

British soldier.

a TOPIC which has been aired recently in the letter columns of

The heavier the meal, the better he likes it. The more art

put into it, the less he likes it.

Even under a broiling tropical
sun, with sweat pouring off him,
he demands steak-and-kidney
pudding, followed by a large
helping of mixed fruit pudding
or something equally filling.

A nice cool green salad? That
is “blasted bunny food.”

The person to blame for all
this, according to at least one
correspondent of The Times, is
Mum.

Greatly interested in this cor-
respondence were the Army’s
experts whose job is to give the
soldier a balanced diet contain-
ing calories and vitamins neces-
sary to good health (and this
means issuing “unpopular” foods
as well as steak-and-kidney pud-
ding). They agree that attempts
since the end of World War Two
to wean him away from heavy
foods have met with little success.
Even in Malaya the favourite
ten-men ‘““‘compo’’ pack is the one
that contains steak-and-kidney
pudding and mixed fruit pud-
ding. It was also the most popu-
lar pack during the war.

All the evidence collected by
the Royal Army Service Corps’
food research and development
section goes to show that the sol-
dier today is as conservative in
his tastes as his father and grand-
father were before him. He likes
his food the way Mum cooks it
—substantial, plain and no fancy
business. He doesn’t give a rap
about calories and vitamins; he

likes to get something under his
belt.

Travel rarely seems to broaden
the soldier’s tastes in food. In
many a country where the British
Army has sojourned are to be
found disillusioned cooks who
had hoped to impress Tommy
Atkins with their imaginative
treatment of Army rations, only
to learn that he prefers to take his
ration of imagination at the
cinema, not in the dining hall.

He can soon tire of delicacies
like turkey and tinned peaches.
Early in the Korean War British
soldiers eating American rations
actually complained of the mono-
tony of such a diet and pleaded
to be given British rations. They'
said they missed their meat pud-
dings and jam roll. (On the other
hand, British rations are not
popular with American soldiers,
who find them too substantial.
In Algeria in World War Two
Americans issued with British
“compo” rations bartered them
with the Algerians for whole
sheep which they ate barbecue
fashion.)

The British soldier’s favourite
dish after steak-and-kidney pud-
ding is probably fried sausages-
and-chips, followed by eggs-and-
chips and fish-and-chips. He will
eat chips with any meal. Fish
must be fried in thick batter. He
dislikes it boiled, poached or
camouflaged as fish-cakes. After
mixed fruit pudding, the most

Even in the tropics, he prefers the food that Mum used to serve.

Nice heavy food for a hot climate: a load of duff in the Western Desert.

popular sweets are other “heav-
ies,” jam roll, currant roll and
rice pudding.

NAAFI reports that in its can-
teens all over the world fried
foods—especially eggs and chips
—are the most popular. Next
come creamy cakes and pastries.

Easily top of the list of foods
the soldier dislikes most are tin-
ned herrings, served plain or in
tomato sauce. Then come swedes,
turnips, beetroot, green salads
and brussels sprouts.

The soldier likes to know what
he is eating and has a deep dis-
trust of any unusual meal, especi-
ally if it appears on the diet sheet
under a French name. One
correspondent in The Times told
how, in an attempt to brighten
up the men’s food at a Royal Air
Force station in East Anglia, the
messing committee introduced
chouxfleur mornay. “A vigorous
complaint was made that it tasted
of cheese,” said the correspon-
dent. “With a sigh the committee
arranged for cauliflower in future
to be served naked and un-
adorned. Itis a grim task that lies
before would-be liberalisers.”

Similar stories can be told of
the Army. SOLDIER knows a
wartime messing officer who des-
cribed veal cutlets on the diet
sheet as escallopes de veau and
was shaken to overhear one sol-
dier refuse his meat with the
remark, “What, French horse?
Not for me, chum!™

Another Times correspondent,
a woman, recalled being sent on
a messing course during the late
war and learning 37 different
ways of treating potatoes. Back
in her unit, however, she had to
bow to a demand for “real pota-
toes, like Mum cooks”—in other
words, plain boiled potatoes.
Next, the daring innovator began
to serve rich, creamy rice pud-
ding, but this also was rejected
as being unlike Mum’s slightly
pale-blue rice puddings.

This is not the first time Mum
has been under attack. Officers
of the Army Catering Corps
made front-page news not so
long ago by suggesting that the
Army fed its men more appetis-
ingly and nourishingly than
Mum.

One indisputable fact emerges:
The soldier has never been so
well fed by the Army as today.
Only 50 years ago he was given a
pound of bread, a pound of meat
and twopence a day for extras—
and had to cook his own food.
Today he receives a daily ration
worth nearly 4s and containing
more than a score of foods. It
includes all the ingredients which
medical science considers best for
his bodily health, and is cooked
for him by trained cooks of the
Army Catering Corps.

A later article in SOLDIER
will describe forthcoming inno-
vations in tinned foods and
compo rations for the Army.
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THAT’S ‘“MIXED”

The mixed regiment—
now on its way out—
was a military innova-
tion in which Great
Britain led the world

[ RVIREEL e L e e

A practice camp study by Anthony Gross.—imperial War Museum

ARDLY noticed in the recent announcement about the
disbandment of Anti-Aircraft Command was the news that
mixed anti-aircraft regiments are being abolished.

So-ends an experiment described by a wartime Secretary
for War as “breath-taking and revolutionary.”

“British girls,” General Sir
Frederick Pile has said, ‘“were
the first to take their place in a
combatant réle in any army in
the world.”

The Russians might contest
that statement—they had women
snipers with scores of victims to
their credit. But Britain was
almost certainly first to use
women to control the fire of
artillery.

The Germans introduced flak

girls late in the war, but the inno-
vation does not seem to have been
very successful. The Americans
never took this step. In 1951,
however, Colonel John W. Davis,
artillery instructor at the United
States Army War College, got as
far as advocating employing
women on home anti-aircraft
guns (see American Military
Review, November 1951).

It was lack of manpower that
forced Britain to use women in

the anti-aircraft arm. Even
before the war General Pile had
asked Miss (now Dame) Caroline
Haslett, an engineer of distinc-
tion, whether she thought women
could operate fire control instru-
ments. Miss Haslett reported that
women could do everything but
fire the guns.

“I could see no logical reason
why they should not fire the guns,
to0,” says General Pile in his
book “Ack Ack.” But he knew
wiser than to suggest employing
women direct on lethal weapons.
As it was, there were protests.
Happily the thought processes of
most people were conveniently
woolly on the subject; they would
have rebelled at the idea of a
daughter’s hand on the firing
lever, but illogically they did not
mind a daughter using her skill
to guide the guns on the target.
Later came the day when the
voice of a woman plotting officer
gave the initial order “Fire.”

The idea of shutting roughly
equal numbers of men and
women behind barbed wire on
lonely sites excited the imagina-

- tion of the popular newspapers

and alarmed many parents—not
to mention husbands of ATS
girls. One paper had a feature
headed “Co-Ed Gun Girls.”
Another imported an American
novelist who was surprised to find
that the men and women of
mixed gunsites were able to keep
their minds on their work. “The
girls just don’t think of the men
that way,” he was told; which
was true, up to a point.

At first the policy was to send
to mixed gunsites older men,
many of whom could have been
the girls’ fathers. This did not
work out too well—especially at
dances. The Gunners thought
the girls frivolous, and the girls
thought the Gunners senile.
Later younger men were posted
to gunsites.

wsfa—

THAT WAS

Certain married Gunners on
mixed sites are reported to have
told their wives that the “(M)”
in the battery title stood for
“Mechanised.”

Choosing suitable battery com-
manders was not easy. Some
officers of field rank were unable
to accustom themselves to the
idea of troops who brought their
knitting along to lectures, and
who turned out on a night alarm
wearing  battle-dress - hastily
thrown over pyjamas, hair in
curling pins and faces thick with
cream.

The press never quite lost their
curiosity about mixed batteries.
Punch had a series of verses
about gunsite life, with lines like :
The shoot is done, the rounds are

spent.

Goodnight, my sweet. I swear
I worship you. I love the scent

Of cordite in your hair.

Romances there were, to be
sure—it would have been strange

if there had been none. They
were not helped by a rule which
said that husband and wife
should not live on the same site.
Married women exercised the

_right to claim “husband leave”—

that is, if a girl was married to
a sailor she had the right of join-
ing him when his ship came
home. This was only one of the
problems facing the officer com-
manding a mixed battery.

Senior officers of the Auxiliary
Territorial Service viewed the
gunsite experiment warily. There
was an attempt to persuade the
girls that their prime loyalty
should be to the ATS; but the
girls, and their male officers,
thought that their prime loyalty
should be to the battery—and
that was the way it was. Sir
Winston Churchill, whose daugh-
ter Mary joined one of the first
mixed batteries, was drawn into
this controversy. “Considering
that they (the girls) share the risks

Discipline in mixed regiments was excellent—with perhaps a tendency
towards romping at Christmas; hence the drawing at right. Below:
midnight alarm in the command post. MNote officer with stop watch.

and the work of the battery in
fact,” he said, “there can be no
justification for denying them
incorporation in form.” With
pride the girls put up the Gun-
ners’ “Ubique” badge on their
battle-dresses.

Operationally, there was never
any doubt that the women who
operated the predictors, height-
finders and radar sets were effi-
cient; indeed, they may have
been more efficient than men,
lacking as they did the male
quality of hamm-fistedness. In
action, they remained calm when
metal rained down on them. On
a Thames gunsite the flames of
fifty incendiaries ringed the radar
receiver, but the girls under
Lance-Corporal G. C. Colland
ATS (who was awarded the
British Empire Medal) contin-
ued calmly operating.

In Richmond Park and Hyde
Park were show sites which were
visited by a fascinated procession
of Service chiefs, ministers
(prime and otherwise), poten-
tates, Members of Parliament
and editors. They all agreed that
British women were wonderful.
Not all the sites had the ameni-
ties of these show places, but on
the whole the introduction of
women led to an improvement in
the comforts of gunsites. At
least one mixed battery took its
polished linoleum with it when
deployed in the field against V1s.

After the war the mixed regi-
ment lived on in the Territorial
Army. It was common to find a
high degree of inter-marriage and
family relationship in such units.

When the mixed regiments are
broken up, women will still work
alongside men in a wide variety
of units—but not operationally.
If an emergency comes there will
be no need to worry about a pre-
cedent; the precedent is there,
and it is an excellent one.
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IT'S EASY TO BLAME
ARMY DRIVERS, BUT-

figures suggest the Army’s road safety record is as good as any-

body’s, even though sometimes one accident is counted as two

66 TRAFFIC accident is an occurrence where, owing to the
presence of a vehicle, damage or injury results to any
person, property or animals (horse, cattle, ass, mule, sheep,

a cat).”
The definition comes from the
Army’s motor-vehicle training
manual. Mr. Antony Head, the
War Minister, will be thinking of
it this month as he prepares the
Army Estimates to present to
Parliament. Somewhere in the
Army’s bill he must make provi-
sion for damage or injury caused
by Army vehicles in the coming
year to civilians, their property or
animals (except cats). |

Other items in the bill will also
be swollen by the Army’s traffic
accidents: for example, vehicles
written-off, and repairs.

The Army’s reputation suffers
with almost every accident, as
well as its finances. Army vehicles
“are conspicuous, and when one is
involved in a crash, whether it is
the driver’s fault or not, some-
body is sure to go away blaming
that soldier in particular and the
Army in general.

It is worth noting that the
Minister of Transport considers
the Army driving test demands
a slightly higher standard than
the civilian test.

The Army is not idle in pre-
venting accidents. Recently 23
officers from home commands
sat down with representatives of
the War Office, the Army Mech-
anical Transport School and
the Royal Military Police to
exchange ideas. They hope to
meet annually for the same pur-
pose. To help them, there were
also scientists from the Army
Operational Research Group (a

““Traditions die hard in these Cavalry regiments.’’
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pig, goat, dog, _poullry or domestic animal other than

body which has already investi-
gated motor-cycle accidents in
the Army: SOLDIER, October
1949) and a speaker from the
Royal Society for the Prevention
of Accidents.

They faced a diet of figures,
but figures in this field are notori-
cusly unreliable. Someone has
calculated that the Army has
fewer traffic accidents for every
100,000 miles driven in Britain
than commercial firms. It may
be that comparison is not as
creditable as it seems, since Army
drivers use crowded city streefs
less than commercial drivers. On
the other hand, when one Army
lorry backs into another and
causes damage, fwo accident
reports are filed, one for each
vehicle, and two accidents go into
the record. So it is equally likely
that the figures do less than
justice to the Army.

What is needed now is more
detailed analysis of accidents.
The -War Office is working on a
new accident report form from
which, it is hoped, it will be pos-
sible to draw some definite and
useful conclusions. Thus, if turn-
ing to the right (fourth on the
civilian police list of accident
causes) appears from this form
to account for a large proportion
of accidents to Army vehicles,
then training and propaganda
can be directed towards making
this operation less perilous. Per-
haps, too, vehicles can be modi-

fied with the same purpose.

PEYToOM M.

The scientists of the Army
Operational Research Group
demand even more information
than the form is likely to give
them. They want to know the
driver’s state of training. Dr.
J. C. Penton, for the Group, said
it had been suggested there was
a danger period just after a driver
had finished his training. Other
people thought the danger period
came about nine months after
training. Because of the extra
work involved in finding out all
the Group requires, the informa-
tion will probably be supplied
only by selected units.

Command and district head-
quarters want to know the loca-
tions of accidents. By plotting
where accidents happen, “black-
spots” can be detected and some-
thing done about making them
safer. The ex-
perts agree that
trivial accidents
should be re-
ported because,
as one officer
put it, a driver
who scrapes his
paint on a post
could just as
easily brush it
against a man,
with more seri-
ous conse-
quences.

Incidentally,
men under five
feet six inches
are regarded as
too short to
drive certain
heavy vehicles,

“Left hand down—steady—
right hand down . . . "’

such as tank transporters. They
cannot push the pedals in fully.
A height of five feet two inches
is enough for most vehicles.

Other road safety items are
these : —

Winking indicator lights are to
be fitted to all Army vehicles and
almost all trailers. A motorist
driving behind an Army lorry
may see ten different points of
light, twin rear lights, twin red
reflectors (to conform with the
Road Traffic Act), twin stop-
lights, a convoy light on the dif-
ferential, a number-plate illu-
minating light, and the
“winkers.”

Regular and Territorial offi-
cers are being appointed to road
safety committees which local
authorities have set up. Soldiers
are helping in demonstrations
organised by the Royal
Society for the Prevention of
Accidents.

In one area, soldiers who want
to keep their private motor-
cycles on Army property must
undertake not to ride them with-
out wearing crash-helmets.

A new and simpler list of
standing orders for drivers is to
be issued this year.

It has been suggested that the
Royal Army Educational Corps
should provide instruction in
kerb-drill for soldiers’ children
returning from overseas. In some
stations abroad, notably in Ger-
many, kerb-drill is taught, but as
traffic there drives on the right-
hand side of the road children
are confused when they return to
Britain. :



he Men
of MARS

HE name of the unit smacks
of space fiction — Seventh
MARS.
But the men of Seventh
MARS, in Korea, have a down-to-
earth job. The full name of this unit
is Seventh Mobile Ammunition
Repair Section and they belong to
the Royal Army Ordnance Corps.

Their job is to carry out urgent
repairs and modifications to am-
munition; to inspect dumps; to in-
vestigate ammunition accidents; to
remove recovered ammunition (both
United Nations and Communist)
from unit areas; to destroy un-
wanted ammunition; and to advise
units on storage.

The Section was formed at the
*RAOC School of Ammunition at
Bramley, Hampshire, in 1952. Its
commanding officer is Inspecting
Ordnance Officer Captain Peter
Smythe, who completed a long
course at the Royal Military College
of Science, Shrivenham. His staff
includes two ammunition examiners
(Class X trade). Only the Inspect-
ing Ordnance Officer and his ser-
geant are authorised to carry
out demolitions. In six months
they have detonated 200 tons of
ammunition.

Using on opcn-air
roller-conveyor aos a
bench, the men of
MARS inspcct two-
inch mortar bombs.
and atherammunition.

Right: blowing up a
big batch of unscr-
viccable ammunition.
Some stocks are duc
for dumping at sca.

All thcir own work:
Captain Peter Smythe
and Staff - Sergeant
Frederick Ycarling in
thc yawning crater of
a 40-ton demolition.




SOLDIER

“So the Minister for War he
buys me a pint and he says
John he says we've one or two
sticky situations abroad how
are those new recruits of
yours getting on? Well | says
as | buys him a pint our only
chance if you asks me is to
transfer the whole lot of ‘em
to the other side.”
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“Funniest thing I've heard in years.” “Stop flapping. He's going

steady with my sister.”

“He says can he have an extra
portion for the Public Analyst.”

“Aren’t you afraid you'll
catch pneumonia?”

‘Al right, fall out for
a smoke.”

[
w~-. “‘Been in Signals long?"
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Already the Army employs two civilians to

every five soldiers. This article lists some of

the snags overlooked by those who ask——

Why Doesn’t Th

e IVILIANS, £67,000,000.”

It is a big item in the

Army’s bill for 1954-55,

eleven per cent of all

the money provided for the

Army in this financial year. It

shows clearly the extent to which

the Army depends on civilian

employees to help carry on its
day-to-day work.

That dependence has increased
over the past few years. Today,
the Army has two civilian em-
ployees for every five soldiers.
In 1939 there were only two for
every nine soldiers, and they cost
only four per cent of the Army’s
budget. Since 1950, the number
of civilian employees in Britain
alone has grown from 96,700 to
108,900. Overseas, the figure has
been reduced in that time, largely
because of the walk-out of Egyp-
tian employees in the Canal
Zone.

These figures take no account
of further thousands employed
indirectly on the Army’s behalf

_'—-“_-_-_____

Army.

will be confined to driving

CIVILIANS AS ot
DRIVING INSTRUCTORS

N the next few weeks, 100 privates will take part in an experi-
ment which may lead to further “civilianisation” of the

Instead of learning from Army instructors how to drive
motor-vehicles, they will become pupils of a civilian school of
motoring. For six months, 50 drivers from each intake in two
units will be trained by the school, while another 50 are trained
in the ordinary way. At the end of that time the Army will
compare the results and the costs of the two methods.

Civilian driving schools claim to teach drivers in less than
30 hours behind the wheel. The Army finds the average soldier
needs 50 hours before he can pass his test. The experiment will -
show whether civilian methods are suitable for soldiers. It
and will not include servicing,
which is part of an Army driver’s normal course.

Although this is the first time the training of soldier-drivers
has been entrusted to an outside organisation, driver-training
by civilian instructors is not new. At present the Army employs
roughly one civilian driving instructor for every two non-
commissioned officer instructors in its driver-training units.

!

More Civilians?

by contractors engaged on Army
projects, or by the Ministry of
Supply to produce weapons and
equipment.

Why the large numbers?
Largely because there are not
enough soldiers to do all that the
Army has to do. So, wherever
possible, civilians are employed
to release soldiers for field force
units. It is one way of carrying
out the process known as cutting
down the Army’s tail.

There are other reasons. In
some administrative jobs there is
need for continuity of service,
which soldiers liable to be posted
every two or three years cannot
give. Other posts, like that of
the Scientific Adviser to the Army,
Council (salary, £2500), demand
qualifications which it is not pos-
sible to acquire during a military
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career. In some posts, it is
cheaper to employ =z civilian
than a soldier.

Now and again, somebody
urges the Army to employ stiil
more civilians in the hope of
achieving economies, reducing
the period of National Service,
cutting down the “tail” still more,
or saving soldiers from the
drudgery of “housewifely” jobs
like peeling potatoes. :

Overseas, the Army cannot
always find workers of the right
quality or enough of them, so
there must be soldiers to carry
on. Inseme places, as in Malaya,
the men who work in an Army
establishment may be called
upon to defend it, and defence is
not in a civilian's terms of ser-
vice. Most overseas depots, too,
need to be fairly mobile, and
civilians cannot be moved as
readily as soldiers whose lives are
geared to cope with frequent and
rapid changes.

Soldiers who man overseas
establishments cannot be asked
to spend all their service abroad.
So there must be vacancies for
them in their own work when
they are posted home—as clerks
or fitters, store-keepers or arm-
ourers, cooks or drivers, plumb-
ers or nursing opgerlies, staff
officers or paymasters.

Equally important is the part

-that home establishments must

play in the Army’s training pro-
gramme. Regulars preparing for
more responsible appointments
must be fitted in; so must National
Servicemen training against the
day they might be called from
Reserve to go overseas with an
expeditionary force. If civilians
did all the jobs which might con-
ceivably be “civilianised,” there
would not be nearly enough
trained soldiers for war, except
in fighting units, which cannot
function unsupported.

With all these considerations,
striking the right balance when
establishments are being planned
is a complicated job, especially
if the right men are not available
for the ideal establishment.

Generally, civilians work to-
gether with soldiers in one team.
In a few small units which have

‘no training commitments, there

are no soldiers. An example is
the Army Forms Depot at
Wandsworth. Some branches of
the War Office are also com-
pletely staffed by civilians.

- Records offices, too, are largely

civilianised.

0
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e Army Use

In the War Office, civilian
employees start with the Army
Council, of which the Permanent
Under-Secretary of State (salary
£4500) is a member, and go down
the pay scale to temporary Grade
HI clerks (starting pay, 50s a
week).

The Army Estimates reveal
that no fewer than 359 of the
General Staff’'s 901 members are
civilians. They include scientific
officers, a senior psychologist,
electrical and mechanical engin-
eers, map curators, an architec-
tural and engineering draughts-
man, cartographic draughtsmen,
a map research officer, illustra-
tors and a librarian.

I

.+ . civilians cannot be moved as
readily as soldiers.”

Elsewhere, the Army’s civilians
range from land officers to broad-
casting specialists, schoolteachers
to merchant navy crews, motion
study officers to firemen, senior
administrators to clerks and
cleaners, statisticians to crafts-
men and labourers.

Since 1951, there has also been
a special Civil Service class of
Retired Officers—ex-Army .offic-
ers who supplement their retired
pay by serving on as civilians,
thus relieving serving officers for
the field force.

The Army’s biggest employer
of civilians is the Royal Army
Ordnance Corps, with a total of
62,000. Of these, 42,000 are in
Ordnance depots in Britain and
20,000 abroad. The Royal Elec-
trical and Mechanical Engineers,
with 19,000 at home and nearly
13,000 abroad, come next. In the



Royal Engineers, nearly 23,000
are employed in works and other
engineer services at home and
abroad; nearly 2000 work on
War Department railways and
inland water transport, more
than half of them abroad.
Among smaller employers are
the War Department Constabu-
lary, a uniformed force 2300
strong, and the Royal Army
Chaplains’ Department, which
employs, among others, 39 verg-
ers, eight women chaplains’ assis-
tants and, overseas, 56 locally-
engaged religious teachers. One
group for whom the Army will
not have to budget again are the

59 civilians who were employed
by the Allied Military Govern-
ment of Trieste and who included
police officers and administrative
staff.

The War Department Con-
stabulary is recruited mainly
from ex-soldiers. So are a
few specialists such as barrack-
store accountants and district
gunners (the men who maintain
Britain’s coast artillery). Other-
wise, the Army’s civilian jobs are
filled in the same way as those in
the rest of the Civil Service,
though in some instances ex-
Regulars receive special con-
sideration.

In the “Good Old Days”
Civilians Dragged the Guns

The early standing army consisted of little more than

HE Army’s civilians have behind them a long and chequered
history.

Infantry and Cavalry regiments and a group of senior officers

to command them in the field.

Not until 1716 did the Royal
Artillery acquire full military
status.

For a long time there had been
a company of “fee’d gunners” at
the Tower of London and similar
gunners at strong-points around
the country. Their discipline was
negligible and, besides drawing
pay for their appointments as
gunners, they also carried on
other trades.

Only in times of war were
artillery trains organised, and
then they were only partly
military. Even after the Gunners
came under military discipline,
the guns were dragged to 18th-
century battles by horses led by
civilian drivers. These hired men
were liable to bolt with their
horses as soon as a shot was fired,
leaving the guns and Gunners
stranded.

Engineer officers, who had
slowly acquired military status,
had no troops to command until
1772, when the first :
Company of Mili-
tary Artificers was
formed in Gibral- *
tar. Until then, they « 2 ;
had had to rely W\
entirely on civilian
labour for building
fortifications.

The Royal Army
Ordnance Corps is
of even more recent
foundation — 1865.
Though there had
been military officers concerned
with supply, most of the work of
the Board of Ordnance had been
done by civilians. There were
plenty of sorry tales of corrup-
tion and inefficiency, of gun-
powder which would not explode
and of guns which would, of
troops left in the Colonies with-
out fresh bedding for periods up
to 15 years.

From 1794, various military
transport trains were raised in
war-time, but the other side of the
work now done by the Royal
Army Service, Corps—supplying

o
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the rations—was carried out by
Commissariat officers. These
were Treasury officials until 1865,
and the War Office controlled
them for another four years
before they received military
status.

Until 1870, civilian posts at the
War Office were filled by patron-
age. In other words, the way to
get a job was to know the right
people.

In World War One the Army’s
civilian staff expanded enorm-
ously. For the new Ordnance
depot at Didcot there was a grave
shortage of labour, partly made
good by volunteer parties of
ladies, of dons and professors
from Oxford, and boys and
masters from Eton. Among the
latter was Prince Henry (now the
Duke of Gloucester). Also help-
ing were boys and masters from
an ‘“industrial” school — the

equivalent of today’s “approved”
school.
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“_ .. liable to bolt when a shot was fired.”

There is no record of such
desperate measures in World War
Two, when the number of the
Army’s civilians swelled to more
than 130,000 in Britain alone.
Some of the war-time “tempor-
aries”” have stayed on. Their ex-
perience, combined with the
experience gained in uniform by
war-time soldiers and ex-
National Servicemen who have
joined the Civil Service, gives the
Army’s civilians a deeper under-
standing of the Army’s needs
than they have ever had in the
past. :
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SPORT

The Army’s boxing coach is to retire.
Jack Gardner and Joe Erskine were
among the champions he has groomed.

PPORTUNITY did not knock for Quartermaster-Sergeant-
Instructor Frederick Verlander. It rang.

He was in the Brigade of Guards gymnasium at Windsor,

where he had five Olympic Games “probables” under train-

ing, when the telephone buzzed. The voice at the other end, without

any preliminary sparring, asked:
“Would you like to take the Army
boxing team to Denmark?”

This—to a man who was dead
keen on boxing, but whose efforts
to win an Army title had always
been frustrated—was an opening
he had been waiting for.

The voice warned him: “It’s
a make or break job,” but he
knew that already. On an assign-
ment like this there was no room
for a man who did not know the
boxing game, outside as well as
inside the ring. Managing a team
of young boxers, at home or

abroad, demands tact and
leadership as well as professional
skill.

QMSI Verlander felt that he
could stay the distance. He
accepted the challenge (and the
job) and moved in as successor
to Regimental Sergeant-Major
Harry Cromey.

He never looked back. For
seven years he has managed suc-
cessive Army boxing teams, and
has seen his boys become Army,
amateur and professional cham-
pions. Glance at the names of

In oction at the ringside: QMSI| Verlander suffers blow by blow with
a protégé. His own efforts to gain an Army title were frustrated.
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COAC

Jack Gardner, one-time British heavy-weight champion, was one of the
sergeant-maijor’s pupils. Gardner retired but recently made a come-back.

some of those who have passed
through his hands: Jack Gard-
ner, Don Scott, Peter Longo,
Arthur Worrell, Eric Ludlam,
Ronald Hinson and his brother
Denis, Henry Cooper, Joe
Erskine, George Martin, Terry
Gooding, Joe Lucy, Wally Thom,
Ron Bebbington, Peter Morri-
son, Johnny Ryan, Mickey
Forester, Joe Murphy, Peter
Toch and Ron Crookes. Four-
teen of these won National
Championships while in the
Army and many of them have
since turned professional.

Among the countries he has
visited as coach are Denmark
(three times), Sweden (three
times), Belgium and Germany.
He even went behind the Iron
Curtain—to Poland, for the
European championships.

One night recently QMSI Ver-
lander, occupying a five-guinea
ringside seat as the guest of Peter
Wilson at a Jack Solomons pro-
moticn, saw three of “his” box-
ers on the same programme. But
the gift of a Solomons cigar did
not fire him with managerial
ambitions.

What conclusions has he
reached after hours spent in the
gym at Chelsea Barracks, on the
running-track in Battersea Park,
or crouched by the ringside “in
the blue corner,” tending to,

encouraging and advising his
pupils?

Something that is quite sur-
prising. Said he to SOLDIER:
“If National Service ended to-
morrow it would be a sad day for
Army boxing. Most of those who
make the grade come into the
Army with considerable experi-
ence, thanks to long association
with good amateur boxing clubs.
They have a decided advantage
inasmuch as their faults have
been corrected by capable hands
before I ever see them.”

As an illustration, there is
Private George Whelan, present
Amateur Boxing Association
lightweight champion. Just 20
years of age, he has already had
more than 120 contests, mostly
with the London Transport Box-
ing Club at Chiswick, which he
will soon rejoin. Oddly enough,
before call-up Private Whelan
had signed as a professional, but
a broken right hand prevented
him from boxing. A friend
advised him to seek re-instate-
ment as an amateur. He did so
—and went on to win an Ama-
teur title.

Another of QMSI Verlander’s
recent charges who had an excel-
lent grounding before he entered
the Army is Private Nick Gar-
gano, present Empire Games and
Amateur Boxing Association

welterweight champion, who is
an experienced product of the
well-known Eton Manor Club.

If National Service ended—a
contingency perhaps too remote
to be contemplated — where
would the Army turn for new
blood? QMSI Verlander points
to the apprentice schools as a pos-
sible source and cites as current
examples Sapper McCairn and
Craftsman Phayr.

“We have had some first-class
boys from the apprentice schools,
but too many of them lose inter-
est all too quickly,” he said. “The
main hope for a larger sprinkling
of Regulars in future Army box-
ing teams lies with these schools
and the boys’ battalions.”

It looks, then, as though QMSI
Verlander’s successor will have
to spend some of his time fan-
ning—and not with a towel—the
waning enthusiasm of ex-boy
apprentices into a passion to
emulate the deeds of Jack Gard-
ner, Wally Thom, Johnny Ryan
and so on.

Johnny Ryan, incidentally, is
a boxer who stands out in QMSI
Verlander’s memories of these
seven years. This champion
welterweight once beat Randolph
Turpin in their days as amateurs
together, and he was the only
British boxer who was always too
good for Victor Jorgensen, the
Dane.

“He was a natural boxer,” says
the coach, “gifted with a keen
boxing brain.”

QMSI Verlander’s own efforts
to achieve an Army title—light-
weight or welterweight—were
made while he was serving before
World War Two in the Royal
Signals. The rock against whom
he broke was a soldier named
McKinley. It may be that his
lack of success was caused by
engaging in too many sports at
the same time—he ran, swam and
played football for the Royal
Signals.

O CHAMPIONS

It is a well-known fact, how-
ever, that many of the best
coaches in sport have been men
who were not necessarily the best
performers themselves. They
seem to have the happy knack of
bringing out in others those
essential qualities which they
themselves were never able to
produce at the right moment.

Transfer to the Army Physical
Training Corps in 1940 gave
QMSI Verlander his first chance
to train others in fitness; but his
big day was the day that tele-
phone rang in 1947,

Now he is to retire from the
Army after 25 years’ Service.

BILL COUSINS

|

Between rounds the sergeant-major works fast on a domaged eye.

Private G. Whelan, ABA light

chompion and (below) Private Nick

Gargano, Empire Games and ABA

welter-weight champion, are two

Army boxers hf'ending the road to
ame.
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*“l understand there’s a quaint superstition
about marching through this wood.”

QMSI Verlander with the Army team which recently fought the London Amateur Boxing Association.




from Bakeries

. . . from Salisbury to Singapore, the
Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes
operates a world-wide catering organ-
isation to supply the needs of Her
Majesty’s Forces.

Over 30 Bakeries in the United
Kingdom alone make and supply the
cakes and confections delivered daily
to Naafi clubs and canteens through-
out the country. In London, a special
experimental department studies the
latest catering methods and constantly
provides new recipés. Skilled staff
and modern methods ensure that
only the best of fare is provided for
Servicemen.

So too, wherever the Serviceman ma y
be (and has an honest thirst to quench)
Naafi maintains supplies of beer ; beer
brewed and bought at its best and
speedily despatched to dockyard and

desert. -
From bakeries to beer . . . here are .«.this many Sided NAA F"
but a few of the many facilities that

are traditionally provided by this

many sided Naafi. The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces. Imperial Court, Kennington, London, S.E.I1.

STERLING

STERLING SUB-MACHINE GUN g m.m. (Service nomenclature L2Az)

STERLING ENGINEERING COMPANY LIMITED
have been designing and manufacturing automatic
small arms since 1939, when their first success, the
LANCHESTER SUB-MACHINE GUN, was accepted
and used by the Royal Navy.

To meet the need for a lighter weapon for use by the
Commandos and Parachute Troops, the Company in
1942 began to develop the present weapon, which was
brought into service just before the end of World War I1.
Since the War, the Company have further developed

and improved their Sub-Machine Gun to meet the
latest military requirements. The weapon is today in
the hands of troops of the British Army and those of
twelve Colonial Military and Police Forces.

After years of endeavour, the adoption of this weapon
by H.M. Government reflects the achievement of the
Company’s skilled engineers and technicians whose
knowledge, enthusiasm and untiring efforts—in
war and peace—have resulted in the STERLING

. SUB-MACHINE GUN.

STERLING ENGINEERING ¢0. LT“., Slerling Works, Dagenham, Essex

Tel: Dominion 4545 (10 lines)

Grams: ‘Sterling Dagenham’ England
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A port with railhead was shown by the Royal Engineers’ Transportation Branch.

THE ARMY SHOWS ITS BOATS

HE Army likes to show its wares in public. In recent
years it has exhibited at the National Radio Show, the
Ideal Homes Exhibition, the International Handicrafts
and Hobbies Exhibition, the International Hotel and
Catering Exhibition, the Model Engineering Exhibition and
the Schoolboys’ Exhibition—not to mention numerous agricul-

tural shows.

It was no surprise, therefore, to find the
Army on parade at the first National Boat
Show at Olympia. In the limelight were
the Royal Army Service Corps and the
Royal Engineers.

The Royal Army Service Corps has had
its own fleet for more than 50 years. It
was operating ships as long ago as 1856,
when it ferried ordnance pieces and stores
from Woolwich to Shoeburyness, partly
to save harbour dues. Today, companies
of the fleet operate in Britain, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Port Said, Malta, the West
Indies and West Africa. Their task is to
maintain coastal forts, to move men and
stores to and from ships and to provide
target boats for coastal gunners and
searchlight crews.

One of these target boats, a radio-
controlled unsinkable “Queen Gull” with
a speed of 21 knots, was a popular exhibit.
Grown-ups and children competed to
manoeuvre a scale model in a water tank.
Also on show were models of some of the
other craft operated by the Corps.

The Royal Engineers, whose Trans-
portation Branch operates tugs, lighters
and other small craft on inland waterways
and in military docks, showed an electric-
ally-controlled model of a railhead and
port layout, with models of some of their
vessels. They had been made by officers
and men of the Transportation School at
Longmoor in their spare time.

A radio-controlled model in the
Royal Army Service Corps tank.

The British Army has its private ‘* Navy ’’
—complete with radio-controlled craft
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GREEN GUNNERS for shorl-

but their full name (for how much longer?) is

428ih THE PRINCESS BEATRICE'S
AIRCRAFT REGIMENT, ROYAL ARTILL

words (including the numerals and three seis of brackets).
It is all official, too, except the “Green Gunners” bit, which

H AS any unit a longer name than that above? It comes to 20

is the Regiment’s popular name. 3
The Green Gunners are as easy to spot in a crowd as in a list. They

wear their own Isle of Wight
Rifles badge (once black, now
silvered to show up against the
Gunners’ blue beret) and a green
lanyard, along with Royal Artil-
lery shoulder-titles and Anti-
Aircraft Command flashes.

Like all the other Territorial
anti-aircraft Gunners, the Green
Gunners are anxiously awaiting
news of their future. Will they
continue in the réle which con-
tributes half of their long name
and to which they have devoted
so much effort? Will they con-
tinue at all? They are hopeful.
Their claim looks good.

The Regiment is the only Ter-
ritorial unit in the Isle of Wight,
and so receives nearly all the
island's National Servicemen
when they are released to part-
time service. It is very much a
family regiment. “The same
names keep cropping up in the
records,” says Lieutenant-

Colours of the Isle of Wight Rifles.
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Colonel C. M. D. Burnett, the
Regiment's Regular command-
ing officer. “We have two fathers
serving beside their sons now.™

A quarter of the Green Gun-
ners are volunteer Territorials
and more than half the National
Servicemen have also signed as
volunteers.

In summer most of. the mem-
bers are heavily engaged in serv-
ing the island’s holiday-makers,
so the Regiment’s recruiting
propaganda makes much play
with the phrase, “Camp is always
in May before Whitsun.” At one
time, the Regiment even contem-
plated shutting down its drill
halls during the holiday season,
but the members were not having
that. “There are always some
who turn up, even in the busiest
times,” says Lieutenant-Colonel
Burnett. The Regiment has eight
drill halls, two each at Newport

(ISLE OF WIGHT RIFLES) (MIXED) HEAVY ANTI-
ERY. TERRITORIAL ARMY (THE GREEN GUNNERS)

and Ryde and one each at Cowes,
Sandown, Ventnor and Fresh-
water.

The Green Gunners trace their
ancestry back to an Isle of Wight
Militia raised in 1757, They also
have Gunners among their pre-
decessors, for in 1777 the Militia
became an independent company
and a train of artillery was
formed by each parish providing
one piece of brass ordnance.

The official birth of the Isle
of Wight Rifles came nearly a
century ago, in 1859, when Vol-
unteers were reformed in six
independent companies, which
became a single regiment the fol-
lowing year. In 1885 they became
the 5th (Isle of Wight, Princess
Beatrice’s) Volunteer Battalion
of the Hampshire Regiment.

Princess Beatrice, whose name
they took at this time, was' the
youngest child of Queen Victoria
and wife of Prince Henry of Bat-
tenberg, Governor of the Isle of
Wight,
honorary colonel of the Regi-
ment, and the officers presented
him with a sword. He was a keen

Since becoming Gunners, the Regiment no longer carries them.

Prince Henry became:

The Isle of Wight's own badge.

soldier, and at his own request
went off to serve in the second
Ashanti War. While there, he
picked up a fever from which he
died in 1896. King George V,
then Duke of York, succeeded
him as honorary colonel and
later became colonel-in-chief.
Among exhibits the Regiment
displayed recently to the public
were a photograph of the King
in the Regiment’s uniform, along
with the uniform itself,

Princess Beatrice had no offi-
cial appointment in the Regiment
which bore her name (though she
succeeded her husband as Gover-
nor of the Isle of Wight) until
1937, when she became honorary
colonel. She died in 1944. Among
the Regiment's souvenirs of her
are a photograph inscribed, “To
my Regiment,” and the sword
the Regiment presented to her
husband. This she gave on con-
dition that the commanding offi-
cer should wear it every time the
Regiment was inspected.

The Regiment has undergone
other changes. When the Terri-
torial Army was formed in 1908,
it became the 9th Battalion The
Hampshire Regiment (Princess
Beatrice’s Isle of Wight Rifles)
and as such fought at Gallipoli
and in Palestine, bringing home
a neat little Turkish gun as a war
trophy. Its World War One cas-
ualties totalled 526. In World
War Two it defended the Isle of
Wight as an anti-aircraft regi-
ment (though the islanders from
the Regiment were scattered far
and wide in other units and men
from the mainland took their
places). When the Territorial
Army was reformed in 1947, the
Green Gunners became a coast
artillery regiment, but returned
to their present réle in 1948.

In 1950, Earl Mountbatten of
Burma became the Green Gun-
ners’ honorary colonel and
resumed a family connection
with the Regiment. Prince Henry
of Battenberg was his uncle and
Princess Beatrice his aunt.

THINGS YOU WOULDN'T KNow [
UNLESS WE TOLD YOU
In the early days of Sand-

hurst, a cadet under arrest

was allowed to dine in

mess, but was marched

out before the pudding
was brought in.
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See the Sergeant implore
squads to do any chore
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POPSKI: Looking Under The Legend

N Italy a military policeman stopped a jeep of Popski’s Private

Army.

“Ah! Popski’s Private Army. That’s the eccentric Polish
millionaire who hired an army of his own,” he exclaimed.
The military policeman might have been less amiably disposed if

he had known that this private
army was a British unit in which
no officer was saluted or called
“sir” and the complaints of mili-
tary police about driving offences
were torn up.

A biography of the Ilate
Lieutenant-Colonel Vladimir
Peniakoff DSO, MC—“Popski”
(Macgibbon and Kee, 18s)—has
been written by John Willett, a
friend and military associate. It
is in no sense a re-hash of Pop-
ski’s own book “Private Army.”

The author’s idea was to blow
away some of the fluff which has
surrounded Popski, and show
the man himself; which does not
mean that this is a wanton exer-
cise in debunking.

The military policeman in
Italy was only one of many who
fell for the Popski myth (perhaps
Popski did himself). A few of the
more bizarre newspaper notions
about him are listed at the begin-
ning of this book: “When Venice

Dédée Earned GM

NDREE DE JONGH,
Dédée to her. friends, is a
Belgian girl whose father

nicknamed her “Little Cyclone”
because she was always rushing
around.

She was also the moving spirit
of the Comet Line, the Belgian
and French organisation which
ferried Allied Servicemen, mostly
airmen, through German-occu-
pied territory from Brussels to
Spain. That is why Lieutenant-
Colonel Airey Neave, DSO, MC,
MP, has called his story of the
Comet Line “Little Cyclone”
Hodder and Stoughton, 125 6d).

It is a story of courage and
audacity. One girl stood outside
a prison, shouting to an inmate,
until she obtained the name of
a traitor who had given the Line
away. A Pyrenees smuggler, who
guided escapers over the frontier,
was rescued from captivity in
hospital by three friends in bor-
rowed Gestapo uniferm and a
borrowed ambulance.

There were fantastic incidents,
as when a spoiled Allied airman,
eating in a black-market restau-
rant, gave his steak to a dog
because it was underdone. Steaks
were precious rarities, and the
airman and his companions
became uncomfortably conspic-
uous. A German officer stalked
up to the table—and congratu-
lated the man on his kindness to
animals.

Through treachery and other
causes, hundreds of Comet Line
helpers fell into German hands.
Many were tortured; 23 were
shot; 133 died in concentration
camps.

Was it worth it? The Comet
Line workers and the author have
no doubts. They kept 800 air-
men from the frustration of
prison-camps (200 of them were
being hidden in woods as libera-
tion armies approached). Trained
airmen were valuable to the
Allied air forces, but more than
that their return gave new heart
to their fellows. The Comet Line,
declares the author, “had done
more than anything else to take

She survived con-
centration camp,
and was awarded
the George Medal.

the sense of hopelessness out of
the sceptical words ‘Missing’ or
‘Missing, believed killed.””

Dédée survived a concentra-
tion camp and, with two of her
women helpers, received the
George Medal. She is now train-
ing to be a nurse.

Mot an eccentric millionaire. .
trades were poison gas, sugar, sabotage.

was liberated, he was parachuted
with a jeep into the Piazza San
Marco”; “he was the most
mysterious personage of the
war’; he was “the Legendary
Chief of the Puritins of the
Desert”; his men were “mainly
Commandos and Guardsmen”
and “all wore beards.”

In fact, says Mr. Willett, the
Private Army was “a mere flea”
among the divisions which
fought in Africa and Italy. It
did useful work, but never
brought off one of those coups
which alter the course of cam-
paigns. Undoubtedly it “would
have attracted less attention if its
name had been ‘B Squadron of
the Wiltshire Hussars,’ or if its
commander had been called
Smith. Popski, in fact, was not
one of the war's outstanding
heroes, nor one of its great com-
manders, though perhaps if the
Army had used him with more
imagination he might have
become one.”

What, then, is to be said for
Popski's Private Army? Says
the author: “It cheered up the
ordinary soldier by convincing
him that our army had its more
original and enterprising, even its
comic side; by making him feel
that individual enterprise and
bravery were possible, even at the

. . His

war’s blackest moments . . . the
mere existence of such unortho-
dox units helped to liven and to
leaven the ideas of a whole
army.”

Only a small part of this book
is about Popski's war-time
exploits. The rest fills in his
curious background.

His parents, Mr. Willett,
relates, were Russian refugees
who settled in Belgium in the
‘nineties. Young Peniakoff was
at Cambridge during part of
World War One, at which time
he had pacifist views. These did
not stop him working on research
into poison gas. Then, like many
Belgians, he went to Egypt, where
he worked for a sugar firm. This
was when the bug of desert
exploration bit him and he made
long tours into the Sand Sea by
car.

Popski decided to fight in
World War Two “for love of
England.” At 43, with no military
training, he badgered the British
Army for employment. The war
diary of the Long Range Desert
Group is fretful about the
Popskis of those days—"an in-
creasing stream of Commandos
(European and Arab) . . . bogus

Continued on Page 32
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Germans, lost travellers, escape
scheme promoters, stranded avi-
ators, etc.” all wanting to be
transported to improbable places
and then picked up again. But
Popski and the Long Range
Desert  Group subsequently
became good friends.

After the war Popski is said
to have been offered the job of
organising a revolution in
Mexico. He was also involved,
apparently, in a plan to make
things unpleasant for King
Leopold if he decided to return
to his palace at Laeken, near
Brussels. The measures included
use of smoke bombs, howling
loud-speakers, impersonation of
the king, blocking of palace
sewers, and blowing of coloured
smoke through manholes. Hap-
pily none of this was necessary.

In 1950 Popski’s admirers were
surprised, shocked or horrified,
according to their nature, when
they read that he had addressed
a big peace demonstration in
Trafalgar Square. The atom

bomb had stirred Popski to the

roots.

Mr. Willett has written a
shrewd, fair study of a likeable,
yet prickly «ndividualist, loyal
yet demanding, fond of luxury,
but not of pretentiousness, sedate
yet a lover of fun. What a pity
he hated the Guards! They did
not hate him.

One-third of a Sardine for the Dogged

HE Queen’s Own Royal

West Kent Regiment

draws its men from the

boroughs of South Lon-
don and the rural hamlets of
Kent. “The stubborn alertness of
the Londoner is thus merged with
the slower solidity of the worker
in the Garden of England.” The
result is a fine blend of fortitude
and determination, says Lieuten-
ant-Colonel H. D. Chaplin in
“The Queen’s Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, 1920-1950”
(Michael Joseph, 25s).

The 2nd Battalion had need of
all its fortitude during the siege
of Malta in 1942, In the worst
days they grew noticeably thin.
,For two years they had borne
day and night air attacks and for
months had been on half rations.
Sardines were divided into three
—a third to each man. The bread
ration was down to ten ounces
(Iess than a third of a loaf) a day.

For much of the time the Bat-
talion lived like troglodytes in
caverns, emerging to help beat
off air attacks with small arms
fire and to rescue trapped civi-
lians from the rubble. In between
raids they filled in craters, built
splinter-proof pens to house air-
craft, unloaded the few ships
that were able to reach the island
and re-fuelled and re-armed the
fighters and bombers. -

Scourge of The “Idle”

% AW YBODY can carry the coal-box. You want to be the chap

who says PICK IT UP.”

This was the military philosophy of Regimental Sergeant-

Major Ronald

excellent philosophy it is.

RSM Brittain, of whose career

a brief description appeared in

SOLDIER two months ago, is

the subject of a full-dress bio-

graphy by James Leasor:

“The Sergeant-Major” (Harrap,
10s 6d).

Here are all the popular stories
about this scourge of idlers and
whisperers, this enemy of free-
wheeling. This is the man who
told the present Minister for War,
at Sandhurst, “You're a casual
gent, sir. Bone casual.”

It seems that the Sergeant-
Major owed his first stripe to
the fact that he was so burly he
could not be fitted into a squad
without making it look silly. In
his young days he was charged
with making “a frivolous and
highly irregular complaint in an
improper manner”—namely, tel-
ling the Medical Officer he was
not getting enough to eat. The
upshot was that he was awarded
one-and-a-half portions at every
meal, and was told that he would
be expected to do the work of
a man and a half.

When RSM Brittain was first
instructed in Palace guard duty
the Sergeant-Major of the guard
said: “Pay no attention to the
hofficer. It don't matter what ke
says—YOU KNOW WHAT TO
DO. Even'if he gives the wrong
command " on the wrong foot
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Brittain, Coldstream Guards—and an

on. the wrong day—THAT’S
NOTHING TO DO WITH
YOU. You know what you've
got to do and when to do
it. AND GAWD HELP THE
IDLE MEN "

The Regimental Sergeant-
Major once went to an elocu-
tionist who told him he would
never be able to shout. Worried
about his weight, he went to a
doctor, but nothing much came
of his slimming endeavours.
Either way, his career does not
seem to have suffered.

Sometimes the laugh was on
the Sergeant-Major. Once he
harangued a soldier demanding
to know when he had last written
to his widowed mother.

“Have you written to your
mother at all since you joined
the Army?”

“No, sir.”

“WHY THE DEVIL
HAVEN'T YOU, THEN?"

“Because she only lives half
a mile from barracks, sir.”

Lieutenant-General Sir Oliver
Leese, who as Captain Leese
backed the Sergeant-Major to the
limit in the war on idleness, con-
tributes a foreword to the book.
This is not only an entertaining
picture of a rugged character,
but an interesting record of Army
life in Britain over the last forty
years.

Kentish Men

At one time the Battalion took
over control of Luga airfield,
four subalterns *scrambling”
fighters into action by firing
Very lights.

When the Battalion's petrol
allocation was cut to ten gallons
a week every officer and man was
provided with a bicycle. The
commanding officer visited out-
lying detachments in a pony cart.

By the time the siege was
raised in the summer of 1943, the
Battalion had experienced more
than 3000 air raids. The author’s
comment that the troops felt
they had played no small part in
the award of the George Cross to
Malta seems fully justified.

In World War Two the Regi-
ment also fought at Dunkirk, in
North-West  Africa, Sicily, the
Aegean Islands and in Burma.

The 4th Battalion won fame at

Kohima, where for 15 days, sup-
ported by a handful of Indian
troops, it held up an entire Japan-
ese division, inflicting well over
1000 casualties and allowing the
2nd British and 7th Indian Divi-
sions to arrive in time to prevent -
the invasion of India.

In this action Lance-Corporal
John Pennington Harman won
the Victoria Cross. Single-handed
he destroyed two Japanese
machine-gun posts. While return-
ing to his section after wiping
out the second post he was mort-
ally wounded. He died five min-
utes later after telling his men,
“I got the lot. It was worth it.”

“Much of the praise for the
successful outcome of this siege
must, as often in the story of the
British Army, be given to the
private soldiers and the junior
leaders,” says the author. “Hand
to hand skirmishes were fought
practically every night. At the
end, one platoon consisted of a
single private. :

Malta: owing to the petrol shortage the Queen’s Own Royal West

Kent Regiment take to bicycles. See “Dogged Kentish Men.”
Imperial War Museum

e
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months ago, “will come a story about a German prisoner-of-

i SOONER or later, no doubt,” said SOLDIER a couple of

war who escaped from a prison camp in Britain and dodg_ed
from Wigan to Widnes, from Acton to Auchenshuggle, being
given cups of tea and odd jobs by friendly natives.”

Now such a book has come in
“Single or Return?” by ex-Com-
mander Fritz Wentzel (Kimber,
125 6d). As SOLDIER forecast,
it makes “piquant and perhaps
painful” reading.

The author was captured from
a sinking U-boat and held in
various British and Canadian
camps. He had a family escape
tradition to live up to. In World
War One an uncle got away from
England and succeeded in return-
ing to Germany through Hol-
land.

He saw many attempts at
escape. The most notable was
the tunnelling break-out from
Swanwick Camp, near Derby.
Five officers got away. Two went
to a petrol station, where a
friendly lorry-driver agreed to
give them a lift to Liverpool; but
the lorry was halted by police

for a check of identity cards,
which the two escapers had
omitted to forge.

Two more boarded a bus for
Nottingham. “Single or return?”
asked the conductor. The ques-
tion puzzled the escapers. “Yes,”
said one German. The conductor
repeated the question. “Two for
Nottingham,” repeated the esca-
per. The conductor then asked
his companion. “Yes,” came the
answer. The conductor issued
two tickets—whether singles or
returns the two Germans never
discovered. (Since this book was
published, the author has advert-
ised in a newspaper in an attempt
to find the conductor and ask
him.) One of the prisoners slip-
ped off the bus in a Nottingham

continued on page 34
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lasts the whole day through. B u i l d a

Yet another unique feature of Tru-gel is that it does
not stain. With Tru-gel you can be sure that your hair S P O R TS

will not soil pillows, chair-backs or hatbands. y
Library -

Concentrated with JOHN ARLOTT
—AND SAVE POUNDS

for Economy

Other interests have their book clubs; why not sportsmen? So we went
Tru-gel is highly concentrated, into the question with the help of John Arlott and Roy Webber. The
A “bead” of it, no larger than result; you can now get the world’s finest books on all sport at fractional
cost! The next six books normally cost £3.15.6.
You can have them for £1.13.0, spread over
6 months! ;
Don’t pass this advertisement by—you may not
see it again, and will miss the excitement of
owning a grand, good-looking sports library!

your fingernail, is sufficient
for the average head of hair.
There are 120 such “ beads ”
in each tube. So Tru-gel
gives you many weeks of super-
lative hair dressing for 2/od.

Books costing
from 106 to 16/-
FOR YOU AT

""THE SPORTSMANS BOOK CLUB
38 William IV Street, London, W.C.2

fio e
\cn's'l' s Tru-gel is manufactured by Without obligation, please send me your new Brochure and programme.
i \{GLE.’R e E. GRIFFITHS HUGHES LTD.,
PP g v Ay MANCHESTER, and is sold by I DN i P S (GO DL W U7 AR o
o sino T i AR all chemists, hairdressers and
stores, 2/ per tube. 5] 5] ;4 o 1 RS R R
- B ot S R S

PAGE 33



ACES AND DEUCES

I read with interest the article
(SOLDIER, November) on the
exploits of Sergeant-Major Charles
Coward, when he was a prisoner-of-
war. I was with him for two years.
He was then the NCO in charge of
Red Cross (POW) Food Parcels in our
working camp, E715, which was only
a %uarter of a mile from Auschwitz,

e was known to us as “‘Charlie,”
and always saw to it that food and
cigarettes were issued to us on the right
days and at the corect time, despite
German opposition. He was well
liked by all in E175—and was well-
known by the German guards!

I will never forget “Charlie” issuing
battle-dress. He had only eight suits
and there were 250 men. lgacks of
cards were made up and issued by him
and then he called out: “The four
aces and four deuces remain. The
othel;s hand in their cards and fall
out.’

What became of *““Charlie” on the
day we marched out of E175 in
January, 1945, I never did discover.
Reading SOLDIER’s article and see-
ing his photograph brought back many
memories of a great and good com-
rade.—F. R. Morgan (ex-P(g“)V 33254),
10 Kingston Road, Coventry.

VEGETARIAN 2

Was there ever a separate ration
scale for vegetarians in the Army and
is it likely to be re-introduced? Or
can vegetarian soldiers claim a cash
allowance in lieu, in order to fend for
themselves?—Sergeant L. W. Wake-
ling, REME, 16 Vehicle Bn, RAOC,
BEBO 21,

*The Home Service ration scale pro-
vides that orthodox Jews and ‘‘vege-
tarians by conviction” may draw the
following “items in lieu of meat and
bacon: bread four ounces, margarine
one ounce and cheese one ounce (in-
stead of meat); fish uncleaned four-
and-a-half oundes, or fish fillets three
ounces, or dried skimmed milk powder
one ounce (instead of bacon).

SINGLE MEN

“Puzzled Warrant Officer” (SOL-
DIER, December) has at last voiced
the opinion of every single man in the
Army. What a temptation exists for
the soldier due for Middle East to
marry—as urged so often when he
‘‘eribs”—if only to get leave.

At the present rate a sin%ie Regular
with any service is practically an “Old
Contemptible.” Commanding officers

continued

suburb and stole a bicycle, but
met two policemen and was
overpowered. The bus, mean-
while, was stopped outside a
police station by the suspicious
conductor, and after a hearty
battle the other escaper was
arrested.

The fifth officer to escape,
Lieutenant Franz von Werra of
the Lufrwaffe, was outstanding
among escapers of any nation.
He relied on the resemblance of
his Luftwaffe uniform to that of
a Dutch pilot, approached a farm
and said he had made a forced
landing nearby. Sure enough,
the farmer’s wife gave him a cup
of tea.

From a call-box, von Werra
repeated his story to the nearest
Royal Air Force station, which
obligingly sent a car to pick him
up. In the officers’ mess he was
given breakfast. Then he asked
to borrow an aeroplane to return
to his own station. His plan was
to fly to neutral Eire.

Questions over the breakfast-
table began to be difficult, so von

Werra excused himself, left the
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are pleased to meet him because he is
so little trouble to a unit.

“Puzzled WO” should not be puzzled
really—the Army does not interest
itself in the single man. Its main pur-
Fose is to increase its administrative
oad by encouraging married men, and
all of their necessary (?) entourage, to
stay in,

My promotion to WO II in eight

years is partly due to being under unit
COs who appreciated a person who
was prepared to work and not charge
off to his family at 1700 hours daily,—
“Thoroughly gmbiuered” (mame and
address supplied).
K This letter may over-state the case
of single men; but SOLDIER prints it
as an indication of what some Army
bachelors aresthinking.

MASS RADIOGRAPHY

I have often seen national blood
transfusion units operating with the
aid of voluntary gonors in British
Army barracks in Britain, and the
British soldier well aids this admirable
service. Yet I have never seen a
national mass radiography unit,
although they have been dealing with
civilians in nearby towns.

It is not disputed that a man could
have his chest examined on applica-
tion to his Medical Officer. On a sol-
dier’s final medical examination paper
there is a question: “Have you ever
had your chest X-rayed?" Perhaps in
time it will be amended to read “Date
of last chest X-ray.”

had two acquaintances who stated
that they were unaware they had tuber-
culosis until mass radiography pro-
duced the evidence. Although on join-
ing the Army soldiers now have their
chests X-rayed there is a surprising
number in the Army who have not
done so. It would be interesting to

mess by a lavatory window and
found a mechanic refuelling a
Hurricane. “I'm the pilot come
to take her,” said von Werra. He
was caught at the last minute—
and might have got away if there
had been a starter battery in the
aircraft.

In Canada, von Werra later
jumped from a train, walked to
the frozen St. Lawrence River,
stole a boat in which he paddled
over the channel cut by ice-
breakers and thus reached the
United States side. It was 1941
and he was on neutral territory,
The Americans arrested him, but
let him out on bail, in the glare of
publicity. Von Werra jumped
his bail and, with a forged pass-
port, travelled back to Germany
through Japan, China and Rus-
sia, the only German prisoner-
of-war to escape to his home-
land. He was killed in Russia.

The author’s own attempt to
escape from the same train as
von Werra failed.

Footnote—Another publisher
is advertising a book by a Ger-
man  prisoner - of - war who
escaped from captivity in Eng-
land and joined the Royal Air
Force.

®SOLDIER welcomes letters. There
is not space, however, to print
every letter of interest received;
all correspondents must, therefore,
give their full names and addresses
to ensure a reply. Answers cannot
be sent to collective addresses.
Anonymous or insufficiently ad-
dressed letters are not published.

® Please do not ask for informa-
tion which you can get in your
orderly room or from your own
officer.

® SOLDIER cannot admit corres-
pondence on matters involving dis-
cipline or promotion ina unit.

know whether the Army is keeping
pace with civilians in regard to mass
radiography. — “Warrant  Officer”
(name and address supplied).
KSince the last years of the war,
according to the Army medical
authorities, recruits have had their
chests examined by miniature radio-
graphy either shortly before or
immediately after joining. In 1948
civilian teams began underiaking this
service for National Servicemen. To-
day about four out of every five are
X-rayed before they are called up.
Army teams assist in this work at
Preston, Lancaster, Gloucester, Exeter
and Kingston-on-Hull, where civilian
facilities are not conveniently avail-
able. Examination of new recruits is
given the highest priority to ensure as
far as possible that no man is called
up unless he is fit. If he could not be
X-rayed before call-up he is examined
by an Army team as soon as possible.
A start was made on X-raying
Regulars in August 1953 and a large
number of troops serving in England
have been examined. It has been
found more economical to examine
the larger units in the easily accessible
areas than to send teams to X-ray the

few in the more remote parts, but
these will not be overlooked. It is
intended that every man shall be
examined every three years and more
often if possible.

In certain places arrangements have
been made for soldiers to be examined
by civilian' teams. If a soldier is
examined privately in this way the
result of the X-ray can be recorded in

is documents and an necessary
investigation undertaken by the Army.

So far it has not been possible to
carry oul a periodic review ouiside
this country, but it is hoped thai iwo
teams will be available this year to
begin work in BAOR. With the return
of more troops to this country it
should be possible to ensure that a
high proportion is regularly examined.

PHOTOGRAPHER

I am a Regular soldier (22 years)
Serving a  two-year engagement
attached to the Territoria Army.
I am also a keen amateur photo-
gra&hgr. 2

hile serving with my present unit
I have managed to make my hobby
pay by advertising locally, making
calendars with the photograph of the
purchaser mounted thereon, and vaii-
ous other means. I have also sold
photographs, using a pen name, to
magazines.
. I have been informed that the prac-
tice is illegal and amounts to profes-
sionalism. Will you advise me in this
matter?—NCO (name, address and
unit supplied).

*There is no objection to this soldier
carrying out his hobby off-duty, pro-
vided he does not bring the Arm y into
disrepute or use military material for
his photographs.

KOREAN STORIES

Norman Macswan (a war corres-
pondent) and myself, who served in
Korea during 1950-53, are producing
a volume of stories and poems writ-
ten by sailors, soldiers and airmen
who served there. Men from Austra-
lia, Canada and New Zealand, as well ,
as Great Britain, are being invited
to submit contributions.

If any readers of SOLDIER have
written, or feel they could write,
poems, short stories or articles, will
they forward their contributions to
me? As well as being acknowledged,
full credit will be given for those
used. Rejected manuscripts will be
returned if a stamped, self-addressed
envelope is enclosed.—Major Hugh
Pond (former Military Observer), ¢/o
Blue . Hill Farm, Watton-at-Stone,
Hertfordshire.

H IS GORG ET THE device worn round the neck of Captain

T. J. Carty, of the Ancient and Honourable Artillery Company of Massachusetts
(below, right) puzzled readers who saw the photograph in the November SOLDIER.

It was a gorget—the last piece of bod
(except for the Household Cavalry’s cui

Y armour to be used by the British Army
rass).

Devised some 550 years ago, it replaced the chain-mail which hung from the
helmet. The gorget rested on the shoulders. .

Through the centuries it became more ornate and ended as a badge of rank,
In 1684 captains were ordered to wear gold gorgets, lieutenants black studded
with gold and ensigns silver. Gorgets were officially abandoned by the British
Army in 1830—but gorget tabs are still worn by colonels and above,

R

Photograph on left by courtesy
of James Walker Ltd.
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No wonder ‘Ovaltine’, added to milk, is such
a popular favourite with the Forces! Prepared
from Nature’s best foods, ‘Ovaltine’ makes milk
more nourishing, as well as deliciously palatable
and very digestible. Leading athletes throughout
the world include ‘Ovaltine’ in their training diet
because they know that it helps to replace lost
energy and maintain fitness and strength.

Good for Athletes—Good for You!
DELICIOUS

Ovaltine

The World’s most popular
Food Beverage 7

OVALTINE BISCUITS. Have you tried ‘Oval-
tine’ Biscuits yet? If not, you have a splendid treat in
stdte. These delightful biscuits are made from the best
of ingredients. Crisp and delicious, they have an
attractive flavour that appeals o everyone. Ask for
‘Ovaltine’ Biscuits in your canteen.

TN CORPORAT[I‘J 24 MAY 1670 —

HUDSON'S BAY
JAMAICA RUM

In 1775 A.D. the Governor and Company of Ad-
venturers of England Trading into Hudson's
Bay arranged the first shipment of rum into the
Bay aboard the H B C ship "‘Sea Horse.”

Ask for it at
NAAFI

What will “Crown Life”
wiormeitr e &1 1T MONIA?

If you do not live CROWN LIFE will

If you live—among other things the CROWN
LIFE plans will

+ Make money available to you or provide
an income for your own later years—when
you will need it most. Free of tax.

% Pay the rent on your house or clear off
a mortgage.
% Provide your family with a guaranteed

monthly income for a definite number of
years. Free of tax.

Create an immediate estate for your
amily which otherwise would require years
of constant savings fo accumulate.

” Provide the money to give the youngsters
¥ Build up an emergency cash reserve fund. * i i ¥ -
a start in their chosen careers. Free of tax.

Create in later years, collateral security so
ﬁlpful when seeking loans for house pur- % Do what you would have done had you

chase and other purposes. lived.
SAVINGS are essential today—start NOW on a plan which will provide immediate SECURITY

for your dependants and at the same time provide a safe and secure investment for your own
future. Income Tax rebates can represent a saving of as much as 189 of your premiums.

WAR and AVIATION COVER normally available
ON ALL PLANS—you want this—take it now

All inquiries will be dealt with personally by Major A. E. Arnold (retd.) who, for some years,
has been giving the benefit of his advice and experience to members of the Forces on all forms
of insurance, and will be very pleased to assist you to find the right plan.

Really it is surprising what can be done-—even with £1 per month. In any event find out what you

—at your present age—could obtain. Send the coupon below, and KNOW what you could get—
if you decided to.

To THE CROWN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

(Incorporated in Canada with Limited Liability)

2 Ramillies Buildings, Hill’s Place, Oxford Street, London W.1
(Telephone No. GERrard 5984).

Without obligation let me have details please. Assume 1 save each month £1, £2, £4, £6.
(Cross out the inapplicable)

Name (Rank)

ABIROBE ... o corvnnnssrobssantontrnthbhRaserapanuRbalessrasssint soanbunsnne R e I SRR a

Bate of BIrth - . oucovniaiistansnsvaninnsayone

Sol.2/55.

Consistontty Good
for 75 years

A PROUD RECORD FOR

SPORTWEAR

and your immediate guarantee of

absolute satisfaction.
Sports Clubs and players specify
“BUKTA''—they know that it is
Why not follow their

Most leading

unbeatable.

example and insist on “Bukta’’—it
does mean such a difference to have

the best—and it costs no more.

Obtainable from all good sports Out-
fitters, or if any difficulty write to:—

The Publicity Manager,
BUKTA - STOCKPORT - CHESHIRE



SENIOR SERVICE

MAKE TRACKS NOW FOR YOUR NAAFI...

and promote

yourself

to a RONSON

WORLD'S GREATEST LIGHTER

Ronson Standard—
jewellery finished

See the Standard
and other lovely
Ronson models at
your NAAFI now!

* TWoO TIPS
For perfect performance New

Ronsonol and Ronson Flints—
best for all lighters. §
FOR YOUR OWN PROTECTION—LOOK FOR THE TRADE MARK Rou’o"
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more Letters

SMARTNESS

SOLDIER is right when it asserts
that smartness of uniform depends on
the man wearing it. We in Britain have
lost the art of looking smart. Other
reasons for bad turn-out are that
manufacturers no longer make
material as good as it was and tailors
are not, on the whole, as expert.

Look at the way the Salvation Army
are dressed. I do not refer to the pat-
tern, but the material, particularly its
lightness and fit. Compare a Salva-
tion Army forage cap with that issued
to the troops. The latter article is
clumsi!i\; made, thick and coarse, and
badly-shaped.

Why are the Guards and the Royal
Military Police permitted to distort
their headgear? There used to be a
regulation against it.—Major J. H. S.
Locke (retd), 1 Grosvenor Gardens,
London; N.10.

While serving with the Common-
wealth Division in Korea my eyes were
opened by the quality of the uniforms
worn by troops of other nations during
their leave in Tokyo. Poplin shirts and
gaberdine combat suits, similar in pat-
tern to battle-dress, seemed to be the
vogue,

The Australian Number One Dress
is far superior in quality and appear-
ance to ours and their collar and tic
add the finishing touch.

The American wool-gaberdine rain-
coat has a zip-in fleece lining and is
warmer than our greatcoat. This rain-
coat was issued in Korea and proved
ideal—as many of our soldiers can
testify—and yet it looked smart
enough to wear in Whitehall,

The British Army has made great
strides in recent years, notably in cold-
weather clothing, but the “powers that
be" should take a look at other armies’
clothing for some ideas.—*Envious
but Hopeful” (name and address
supplied).

KHAKI PREFERRED

I wish to plead for the return of
khaki service dress for other ranks.
I am not sure whether its use is still
permissible. On the rare occasions it
1s seen worn by mounted troops and
boy soldiers it stands out ahead of any
nation’s everyday uniform. It has the
practical merits of being essentially
serviceable, comfortable and very
smart. It has a rugged fitness of pur-
pose, which leaves no doubt that its
wearer is a soldier and proud of being
one, provided, as with battle-dress, it
fits properly, particularly around the
neck, is worn correctly, and that a
little extra effort is taken to secure a
smart turnout.

Let us get rid of this collar-and-tie
cult, which does not suit either the
appearance or improve the comfort
and convenience of a soldier’s uni-
form. I would not suggest that civi-

lian clothes should not be worn if pre-

ferred when off-duty. The blue Num-
ber One Dress is rather nondescript
and not very suitable for walking-out
in the daytime, but it should be avail-
able to those who want it.

I do not think that I am a reaction-
ary, but perhaps had better sign myself
“Blimp” (name and address supplied).
*Certain units are authorised to wear
khaki service dress, but as a general
rule it is obsolete.

ARMY TIE

Having " just been discharged after
42 years in the Royal Arullery (35
Regular and seven Territorial) [
thought I should feel justly proud to
wear the Regular Army tie. On
applying at the appropriate shop I
was told that there is no restriction
on the sale of this particular tie ; any-
onc can buy it. [ said, “In that case
I don’t want one.”

I shall feel more proud fo wear
the tie of the *“Old Contemptibles”
(which can be purchased only from
that Association) so that, when meet-
ing another member wearing a similar
tie, I know I am talking to a genuine
Old Contemptible. The object of the
Regular Army tie is defeated as soon
as it is put on the market.—Ex-WO
II (RQMS) T. Cannam, “Le Cateau,”
4 Salisbury Road, Lowestoft.

TANK “CREW"

We in this unit were very interested
in the picture appearing in the
November issue, purporting to show
a tank crew of 6th Royal Tank Regi-
ment chunﬁing a broken track. Judg-
ing from the cap-badges worn by this
“crew,” the long-suffering Light Aid
Detachments arc now manning the
tanks as well as repairing them.—
Sgt. H. C. Payne, 74 LAA Work-
shops REME, BAOR 28,

REPAYING BOUNTY

I joined the Royal Ulster Rifles in
1938 for “seven and five."” Instead of
coming out, I completed the twelve.
Two days before my terminal leave
ended, in 1950, I was recalled for
Korea. Then, waiting for the emer-
gency to finish, I signed on to com-
lete 22 years and received a £100
ounty.

How much of that would I now

have to pax back if I decided to finish
with the Army? Do I have to pay
back the £100 after completing 16
years?—L/Cpl A. Tomelty, 1st Bn
RUR, BAOR 9.
*A soldier who, having received a
bounty, voluniarily terminates his
Colour service before completing the
period of service related to the bounty
is liable to refund the whole of the
bounty as well as paying any other
costs in connection with his discharge.
The fact that a soldier may be granted,
say, a free discharge after 16 years’
service does not alter the position in
regard to the bounty. -

THIS MODERN
ARMY: Finding
themselves un-
expectedly
ashore in Al-
giers, these sol-
" diers visited, not
the Casbah, but
the Milk Bar.




MSM

I was under the impression that
the MSM, which I was awarded in
1951, was a medal rather than a
decoration and, as such, does not
entitle the holder to use the letters
after his name. A letter addressed
to me included the letters “MSM.”
Is it correct?—Capt. 0. G. T. Berry
((l:'etd.), 6 Egerton Road, Blacon,

hester.
*The Royal Warrant relating to the
grant of the Meritorious Service Medal
contains no authority for adding the

letters “MSM’ after a recipient’s
name. The practice is, therefore,
irregular.

ATS GIRL
1 was most interested in “The Road
to Glamour” in SOLDIER (Septem-
ber). The poster picture of the ATS
girl of World War Two was taken
from a series of photographs of a

*“Predictor Number’ of 449 (Mixed)
Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery, Royal
Artillery. It was taken at Oswestry in
1941, before the unit left for Scotland.
The girl was from Gloucester and the
'g;cture is a good one. I wonder what

s happened to her since? — John

(ex-Se%nt 449 (M) HAA
Battery, RA), Brook Lane, New-
ton, Chester. i

NUMBERS GAME

When I joined the Territorial Army
in 1933 I was allotted an Army num-
ber. This I retained on joining the
Regular Army in 1935. My Colour
service expired in 1947 and I was trans-
ferred to Class Z Reserve. I volun-
teered for the Supplementary Reserve
(now Army Emergency Reserve) in
1950 and was allotted another Army
number. This year 1 re-enlisted into
the Regular Army and was given yet
another Army number and continued
with it until reverting to my Army
Emergency Reserve one.

Queen’s Regulations state, in effect,
that a soldier retains the same number
on re-enlistment. Where is the over-

FRIIINVIES

The following films will shortly be
shown in Army Kinema Corporation
cinemas overseas:

CARRINGTON, VC: The film of
the successful court-martial play by
Major-General C. M. Christie MC and
his wife (SOLDIER, September 1953).

.David Niven plays the major who bor-

rows from his battery funds to meet
an emergency caused b[v a paymaster's
delay in producing his allowances.
Margaret Leighton, as his neurofic
wife, and Alan Cuthbertson, as the
jealous commanding officer, are the
people who get him into trouble.
Noélle Middleton appears as the
“other woman.” Excellent court-room
drama.

MAD ABOUT MEN : Glynis Johns
as that man-mad mermaid Miranda
again. She also plays the mermaid's
human double (complete with legs)
with whom Miranda changes places
jor a few days. Donald Sinden is one
of the men she is mad about, Margaret
Rutherford is the nurse who joins in
the plot, and Anne Crawford is the
jealous girl who discovers, and ftries
unsuccessfully to expose, the plot. In
colour.

riding authority cancelling this? It is
recognised that an Army number once
allotted can never be given to another
soldier, so why create unnecessary
confusion? — “Three-in-one”
and address supplied).

It has been the policy for many
years for a soldier to retain his Army
number throughout his Colour and
Reserve service. A number once aliot-
ted to a soldier is never re-allotted to
another. During the last war millions
of new Army numbers were required.
In 1947 the system of documentation
was simplified, the control of numbers
centralised and a new series brought
into use for all new entrants and for
ex-soldiers re-enlisting. That is why
this soldier was given a new number
when he took a new engagement in
1950. Then, on re-enlisting into the
Regular Army he was allotted a fur-
ther new Army number, obviously in
error as it was subsequently changed.

MEDAL GRATUITY

Why does the Admiralty grant the
Naval Long Service and Good Con-
duct Medal with a £20 gratuity to rat-
ings of good conduct and 15 years ser-
vice, whereas Army Other Ranks up to
WO II need to have 18 years service
with good conduct to qualify for the
egmvalent medal, with a gratuity of
£57 These gratuities are the same
today as they were before World War
Two, although the value of the pound
has decreased.—*“Warrant er,
Malta” (name and address supplied).
JAlthough in 1945 it was decided that
the three Services should come into
line for pension purposes, it has never
been considered that rewards in the
Services should necessarily be stan-
dardised.

At inter-Services discussions on this
subject it was decided that the present
arrangements should continue undis-
turbed as the Royal Navy have no
additional provision, such as exists in
the Army and the Royal Air Force, for
rewarding long and meritorious service
with the Meritorious Service Medal
and annuity of £10.

It is true 'that the £5 gratuity has
remained unchanged over a period of
time. Bul nowadays additional pro-
vision exists for reward of long service
by a terminal grant (minimum £100).

PARACHUTIST

Can an ex-parachutist of the British
Army join the Canadian Army as a
parachutist?—J. M. Garry, 22 Fern-
side Crescent, Almondbury, Hudders-
field.
%A man who is a qualified parachute
rigger as well as a parachutist, and is
prepare(? to jump with a parachute he
has packed himself, may seek enlistment
in the Canadian Army at 66 Ennismore
Gardens, London, W.

LETTERS CONTINUED OVERLEAF

coming your way

(name

BEAU BRUMMELL: The dandy
who served in the 10th Hussars is
played by Stewart Granger (SOL-
DIER, February 1954). There are 29
changes of clothes for this courtier
who influenced the Prince Regent, but
ended his life in poverty-stricken exile.
Also starring: Elizabeth Taylor, Peter
Ustinov and Robert Morley. Men of
the Household Cavalry rode to Wool-
wich to take part in this film, which
wanders a fair way from history. In
colour.

THE BAREFQOT CONTESSA:
The tragic story of “The World's Most
Beautiful Human Animal,” an Italian
gipsy girl who becomes a film-star and
marries a nobleman. Stars: Humphrey
Bogart, Ava Gardner, Edmond
O’Brien, Valentina Cortesa, Marius
Goring and Rossano Brazz. In colour.

ROSE MARIE: If you went to the
theatre in the 'twenties or the cinema
in the 'thirties, you probably know
this story. In any case, you know
such famous songs as ‘‘Rose Marie”
and “Indian Love Call!”” Here is a
new version, with some new songs,
the Mounties still getting their men
(though not always their women), the
Rockies in colour, and Ann Blyth,
Howard Keel and Fernando Lamas.

CAREERS FOR |
YOUNG MEN
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

There’s a chance for men with vision and some experience
to make a career with the associated companies of the Anglo
American Corporation of South Africa.

The men needed fall chiefly into three categories:
GRADUATES, particularly in mining engineering, metallurgy,
mechanical and electrical engineering, and geology;

YOUNG MEN OF SOUND GENERAL EDUCATION, preferably not
over 21, to be trained for technical positions;
and SKILLED TRADESMEN.

Anglo American Corporation has mining interests
throughout the Union of South Africa and the Rhodesias.
Applicants must have qualities of leadership and moral courage
as well as technical skill. A job with the Corporation offers
varied experience, excellent conditions and good prospects of
promotion.

Write for further details to: The Appointments Officer,
11 Old Jewry, London, E.C.2.

ANGLO AMERICAN CORPORATION
OF SOUTH AFRICA, LIMITED

{INCORPORATED IN THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA)

A'A-C

FERODO LIMITED

have a limited number of vacancies for young single men

at their factory which is situated in ideal country sur-

roundings, 25 miles south east of Manchester, 6 miles north
of Buxton, Derbyshire.

@ Excellent working conditions, canteen facilities
and pension scheme are available to suitable
applicants, who must be physically fit and would

be required to do shift work.

If you are interested you are invited to apply, either in writing

or in person, to the

PERSONNEL DIVISION
FERODO LTD., CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH, via STOCKPORT

Selected applicants are offered excellent staff conditions in-

FERODO LTD., Chapel-En-Le-Frith, via Stockport
WILL DURING 1955

have a limited number of vacancies for TECHNICAL
ASSISTANTS to undertake interesting applied research
work in the Company’s laboratories.

Applications will be welcomed from young men, preferably

between 20 and 23 years of age, who must have obtained

the General Certificate of Education, preferably at
Advanced Level, in Chemistry, Physics and Maths.

cluding superannuation scheme and will be eligible for day

release educational facilities which will enable them to obtain

an external London B.Sc. or equivalent qualification. Appli-

cations, giving full details of age, education and experience,

should be addressed to the Personnel Manager at the above
address quoting Reference No. CC/5023/5032.
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Six sets of twins in one battalion. In this picture, which was taken
when the 1st Battalion The Rifle Brigade was stationed in Germany,
the twins are shown in pairs, one standing and one sitting. Left to
right: the Ford twins (Army Catering Corps), the Marshall twins, the
Stannards, the 2/Lieutenants Dawson, the Bielbys and the Masseys.

A GLUT OF TWINS IN
THE RIFLE BRIGADE

HE orderly sergeant in the Ist Battalion The Rifle Brigade in

Kenya must sometimes be a very confused man. And who can
blame him?

In his unit there are no fewer than five sets of twins. each brother
resembling his twin as only a twin

can.

Until recently, when the battalion
was stationed in Germany, he must
have been even more perplexed for
two of the officers were also iden-
tical twins. The twin officers have
now left the Army after completing
their National Service.

« Three sets of the twins who are
still serving are riflemen, another
pair are rifleman and bugler and the
fifth pair are both Army Catering
Corps cooks who are attached to

the Battalion.

The Army tries whenever pos-
sible to keep twins together during
their service, recognising that
separation sometimes tends - to
unsettle them. It is unusual, how-
ever, for more than two pairs of
twins to serve in the same unit at
the same time.

Six pairs serving together in the
same battalion is probably an all-
time record.

Can any other unit beat it?

CONTEMPTIBLES

I have the honour of being the
youngest soldier Old Contemptible. I
went to France with No. 2 Field
Ambulance, Ist Division, in August,
1914, at the age of 14 years 11 months.

There was a claim from a Royal
Marine bugler who landed at Antwerp
just before its fall, but I am officially
regarded by the Old Contemptible
Association as the youngest “Soldier
Chum.”"—Major A.A. Barton, RAMC
(retired), “Sundal,” 39, New Wan-
stead, London, E.11.

WSOLDIER (December) published a
letter from Major-General R. E.
Barnsley staking a claim for Major
Barton, but making his age eight
months less.

DOCTOR’S BILL

I was on leave from the Middile East

in Germany, where my wife resides,
when she was taken ill and admitted
to a German hospital. I have been
told that I have to pay for her stay in
hospital, and I have already paid one
bill. Can I claim a refund of the
money 7—Sergeant (name and address
supplied).
% Outside Britain, medical facilities for
a soldier's dependants are provided only
in the station where the soldier is serving.
Unless this reader’s wife is living in
War Department accommodation in
Germany, there is no way in which he
can claim help from Army funds.

THANK YOU

I would like SOLDIER to publish
this letter of thanks to all concerned at
the War Office and Headquarters,
British Troops Austria for the speedy

assage of my mother-in-law to Eng-

d by Medloc to look after my two
children while my wife undergoes a
major operation. By this gesture, thus
setting my wife’s mind at ease over the
children, half the battle is over. The
fact that the War Office charged the
lowest possible rate for the passage

from among the settlers from the
British Isles, a proposal that was
approved by Queen Victoria in 1858,
The regiment was designated the
*100th, or Priiee of Wales's Royal
Canadian Regiment.”

In 1881 it was linked with the 109th
(Bombay Infantry) to form the *“Prince
of Wales's Royal Canadian Regi-
ment,” of which it was the 1st Bat-
talion, the former 109th being the 2nd
Battalion. A few weeks Ener the
title was altered to the *‘Prince of
Wales's Leinster Regiment (Royal
Canadians).”

RC, therefore, stood for ‘“Royal
Canadians.” Thus this composite
Canadian and British-Indian Regiment
became an Irish Regiment quite by
accident. On the inauguration of what
is now Eire in 1922, in common with
other Southern Irish Regiments it was
disbanded. — Major T. J. Edwards,
50 Summer Road, Thames Ditton,

INSIGNIA

Is it correct for ex-members of the
Commonwealth Division to wear the
Commonwealth flash on the left arm
and the unit flash on the right arm,
regardless of the Command to which
they belong?—Corporal R. Wadkin-
son, Engineer Base Group (E), Qas-
sasin, MELF 11.

% Once a soldier leaves a command or
formation he ceases to be entitled to
wear its insignia.

PETS

I want to take mﬁ pedigree dachs-
hund to Singapore but am uncertain
about the conditions and cost. My
husband is serving in Japan.—Mrs.
Christine Potter, %)nll Hall House,
Carlton, Nottingham.

*The cost of 5espatdring a dog to
Singapore is approximately £26. A
certificate of health, signed by a veter-
inary surgeon before the dog's depar-
ture, is required, plus an export certifi-
cate from the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries. Further particulars can
be obtained from an animal fransport
agency.

SEVEN-TON SHELL

During a recent argument between

GOLD MINING IN SOUTH AFRICA: TRAINEE SCHEME

Good opportunities in South Africa for medically fit young men age 18 to 30 with
qualities nropotentiul leadership, and who are willing to work hard, are offered by
Johannesburg Consolidated Investment Co. Ltd. under their trainee scheme.
Candidates will be interviewed and medically examined in this country and those
selected, who agree to stay for at least three years, will have half of £80 fare paid.

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN

During the Two Year Course of Training, about half of which is under round,
‘'Learners’’ are paid £20 per month rising to £31 10 0 after 18 months. Holders of
Cambridge School Certificate or equivalent—£22 100 rising to £34 after 18 months,
In addition there is a monchly Cost of Living Allowance which at the moment is £21.

EXCELLENT PROSPECTS

At the end of two years the “learner’’ becomes a mine official at @ minimum
salary of £34 per month plus C. of L.A.

Prospects of reasonably rapid promotion are good, and there are a number of
responsible and well-paid posts in the fourteen mines controlled by the Company.

The life is healthy, with a minimum of office work, and full of interest. Write to:

JOHANNESBURG CONSOLIDATED INVESTMENT CO. LID.,

10/11 Austin Friars, London, E.C.2

LANGUAGE PROBLEM SOLVED

By the Pelman Method
THE problem of learning a Foreign Language in half the usual time has
been solved. The Pelman method enables you to learn languages with-
out any of the usual drudgery. You'learn French in French, German in
German, Spanish in Spanish, and Italian in Italian. English is not used
at all.

Reduced fees for Her Majesty's Forces.

The method is explained in four little books, one for each language. Write
for the book that interests you and it will be sent you by return, together
with a specimen lesson, gratis and post free.
PELMAN LANGUAGES INSTITUTE
156 Norfolk Mansions, Wigmore Street, London, W.1
POST THIS FREE COUPON TO-DAY __ __ __ __ _ . _

Pelman Languages Institute
156, Norfolk Mansions, Wigmore Street, London, W.1

Please send details of Pelman method of learning—French, German, Spanish, Italian l
(Cross out three of these)

two soldiers in our billet it was stated
that there was, or still is in use, a
un that fired a seven-ton shell.
lease settle the argument by giving
me the facts.—LAC T. White, Bucke-
burg Airfield, BAOR 29,
*Bf’[ore the last war the German Army
produced two 80-centimetre (31-inch)
railway guns. hey were called
“Schwere Gustav” and ‘Dora Gerat”
and were operated from specially-built
four-track railway carriages. = They
could fire a seven-ton anti-concrete
shell 41,560 yards (nearly 24 miles) or
a 4.72 ton hiik explosive shell 51,400
yards (more than 29 miles). Each gun
weighed nearly 1500 tons and was
manned by a regiment, under the
command of a major-general.

reduced my won?(.
I would like also to thank my unit
officers, who put the plan into action.
Never can it be said that the Army
lets its Regular soldiers down.—
Sergeant M. J. Cann, Royal Signals,
Blacon Camp, Chester.

IRISH REGIMENTS

I refer to your article on the lost
Irish Regiments (SOLDIER, August).

Owing to the great strain on the
Army caused by the Crimean War and
the Indian Mutiny, a considerable
number of British immigrants in
Canada felt that they should do some-
thing practical to help the “Old
Country.” They decided to raise a
regular regiment for the British Army

DO NOT MISS SOLDIER!

|F you are a serving soldier, you will be able to buy SOLDIER from

your unit, your canteen or your AKC cinema. Presidents of Regi-
mental Institutes should enquire of their Chief Education Officer for
re-sale terms.

if you are a civilian, you may order SOLDIER at any bookstall
in the United Kingdom.

Those unable to obtain the magazine through the above channels
should fill in the order form below,

To Circulation Department,
SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road, London N.7

Please send ......... copies of SOLDIER each month for ......... months

beginning with the issue for the month of .........ccocceeeeieiiiiiiniiiirannann,

el e SR S e T S R W R e

(BLOCK
LETTERS
PLEASE)

U.K. Cheque or Postal Order value is enclosed.

Cheques or P.O.s should be made payable to “Command Cashier’’ and

crossed “a/c SOLDIER." SOLDIER costs 10s. &d. for one year (12 copies)
—including postage and packing.

SOLDIER, the British Army Magazine, is published for the War Office by HM Statione Office, and printed by SuN PrinTers LTD., London and Watford. Trade distribution
Sk 7

inquiries: PO Box 569, London,

E 1. Army inquiries: Circulation Dept., SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road, London N 7. (ARChway 4381). Editorial inquiries: Fditor, SOLDIER,

433 Holloway Road, London N 7. Crown Copyright is reserved. Requests to reproduce should be addressed to Controller, HM Stationery Office, Atlantic House, Holborn
Viaduct, London, EC 1. Advertisement inquiries: Messrs. Cowlishaw and Lawrence (Advertising) Ltd., 28 New Bridge Street, London EC 4 (City 5118 and 1542).



There’s something |
: &
about a soldier . . . £

EVEN WHEN HE'S OUT OF UNIFORM

There’s something about a
soldier, even when he’s out of
uniform, that makes him stand
out. Something about the way
he walks — head up, shoulders
back ; something about the
pride he takes in his personal
appearance. On parade or in
civvies, he’s smart right
down to his Kiwi shine.
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SAMPLE OF
HLTER TIPS

No skill

required.
Can save
R\ z \A £££’s in a year
and its cost

in a day.

RADIO AT ITS BEST

All that is best in British radio is incorporated in these four
fine EKCO receivers. Clear, faultless reception, quality
engineering, clean-cut design, and long trouble-free service all
combined to heighten your listening pleasure. Wherever you
are, at home or overseas, buy EKCO and you will get fine
performance and quality plus real value for money.

FOR WORLD-WIDE RECEPTION

g Model A214

A six-valve superhet receiver

with six electrically bandspread short-
wave ranges in addition to the standard
and short-wave broadcast bands.
Housed in a delightfully styled walnut
and ‘bird’s eve’ maple veneered

cabinet, it is fully tropicalised.

A.C. mains of 100/150 volis

or 200/250 volts, 40{100 cycles.

Model A218

A 7-valve superhet receiver covering

eight wave-ranges, six of which

are bundspread. It is fully tropicalised
and operates from A.C. mains

of 100/150 volis or 2001250 volts, 40/100
cycles. Handsomely, siyled cabinet in rich
piano-finish walnut veneers.

FOR EUROPEAN RECEPTION

Model MBP183

The ‘Stroller I1T", the newest version of this now
famous AC/DC mains/battery portable. For
use indoors or out, it can be plugged into
the mains or immediately switched to use its
self-contained batteries. Medium and
Long Waves, 4-valves plus rectifier, in-built
twin aerials. Grey lizard-skin Rexine case.
Weight; including batteries, 19 lbs.

Model TRG229

Compact 5-valve, all-wave, 3-speed
table auto-radivgram, in walnut veneer,
plays up to ten 77, 10" or 12" records
automatically. Its special 6" moving-
coil speaker and sensitive tone control
ensure an unusually high standard of
reproduction. The large tuning scale is
illuminated and all controls are
easily accessible. For A.C. mains.

¥ ]
Wherever you're stationed . . .
At Home you can buy your Ekco receiver through any
registered Ekco Dealer. In BAOR you can obtain it through your
NAAFI. Overseas it is distributed only through Ekco agents.

. . . that’s where you'll find -

- EKGO radio

When in England visit our Showroom :
(E) E.K. COLE LTD., 5, VIGO STREET, REGENT STREET, LONDON, W,!

(2 minutes from Piccadilly Circus)
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ELIZABETH TAYLOR :
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