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FRONT COVER: Fifty years
after the end of the Second
World War the nation gives
thanks for peace - and the
sacrifice of those who gave
their lives or their health to win
that peace. In Hyde Park,
London, and at venues all over
the British Isles, Victory in
Europe 50 years ago is being
marked by a national com-
memoration. Soldier’s tribute

appears on Pages 23-34.

SOLDIER coverage of Rwanda
mlssmn wins national award

From Soldier, October 31,
1994: Padre Andrew Phillips
administers the last rites to a
Rwandan child

Borderers go
home - at last

FIVE hundred and fifty men of
the 1st Battalion, The King’s
Own Royal Border Regiment
are moving into newly refur-
bished barracks at Catterick,
after what is thought to be the
longest tour of duty (33
months) in Northern Ireland
since the start of the “Trou-
bles”.

When they deployed to the
Province almost three years
ago, they expected to be based
at Londonderry’s Ebrington
Barracks for 24 months.

However,  Options for
Change and the Army’s Opera-
tion Grapple commitments in
former Yugoslavia meant that a
posting out of Northern Ire-
land for Kings Own Border
soldiers and more than 100 of
their families had to wait.

Members of the battalion
were the first to be re-deployed
to rural patrols when the ter-
rorist cease-fires allowed the
RUC to patrol Londonderry
without military support.

Reduced patrols allowed the
battalion to step up training for
its future role as an armoured
infantry battalion equipped
with the Warrior armoured

BRITISH
TROOPS IN

ANGOLA
-14-15

Hong Kong’s
1,000-day

Regiment
-18-19

FIFTY years after it was
launched in the Second World
War, Soldier has won a national
award for its coverage of the
aftermath of one of the most
horrific conflicts of the 1990s -
Rwanda.

In Britain’s top competition
for “corporate communica-
tors”, who include the industri-
al giants as well as the Armed
Forces, a panel of fellow profes-
sionals, including experienced
specialists from the national
media, judged hundreds of
entries to arrive at the Editing
For Industry (EFIl) awards.

Soldier’s entry headed “Mis-
sion Improbable - to restore
health of a nation” (October 31,
1994) was voted the best fea-

ture of the year in the news-
magazine class.

Hundreds of British soldiers
took part in Operation Gabriel,
part of the United Nations
Assistance Mission to help
ease the initial suffering in the
equatorial African state.

Writer Gordon Skilling and
chief  photographer Terry
Champion spent 15 days in
trying conditions to gather
material which Soldier spread
across two issues.

It was in the magazine's 50-
year tradition of on-the-spot
coverage of the Army wherever
in the world it is called upon to
serve.

In a critique, one of the judg-

® Turn to Page 5

Pte James Harris, 1 Kings Own Border, lowers the flag for the last
time as Reveille is sounded at Ebrington Barracks, Londonderry,

before the move to Catterick

fighting vehicle. A determined
campaign throughout the bat-
talion resulted in 1 Kings Own
Border becoming the first regi-
ment to raise its level of fitness
during a tour in Northern Ire-
land, utilising the gym equip-
ment and sports pitches and
closely monitoring fitness

VE DAY
SPECIAL
FEATURE
-23-34

tests. Capt Steven Firth, Kings
Own Border, welcomed the
changing situation in the
Province.

“It is good for Northern Ire-
land and it is good for us,” he
said. “We all hope very much
that progress will continue to
be made.”

Plucked from

Borneo’s
Death Valley
- Page 21
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AG'’s HQ
opens at
Upavon

THE new headquarters of the
Adjutant General, Gen Sir
Michael Wilkes, was formally
opened at Upavon by the Sec-
retary of State for Defence,
Malcolm Rifkind, on April 3.

It marked an important step
in a line of changes which have
taken places as part of a much
wider strategy, said Mr
Rifkind.

The move to Wiltshire of
Headquarters Adjutant Gen-
eral (Personnel and Training
Command) is part of the plan
to streamline the modern
Army, with the AG taking
responsibility for individual
training.

Upavon is close to several
major training centres includ-

ing Larkhill, Warminster,
Middle Wallop, Blandford and
Bovington.

The Adjutant General is also
responsible for Army adminis-
tration and pay, manning, mil-
itary police, medical services,
education and legal services.

These responsibilities now
stretch “from the cradle to the
grave” — from recruiting sol-
diers, training them, delivering
them to the field army and
looking after their welfare.

Gen Wilkes opened the
Army School of Training Sup-
port which provides managers
and officers for training
schools. It was relocated from
Beaconsfield, which continues
to be used as the Defence
School of Languages.

Paras take Courage

MORE than 200 soldiers from
London TA units took part in
the 1995 Courage Trophy mil-
itary skills competition at Pir-
bright. It was won by No 4
Coy, 10 Para. A shield for the
best team with more than three
female members was presented
to The London Regiment.

NEWSI.INE

Y

The Princess Royal meets soldiers from 27 Trans-
port Regiment, Royal Logistic Corps during a visit
to Buller Barracks, Aldershot. Seen with the
Princess, who is Colonel-in-Chief of the corps, are
(left) Pte Sammy McEwan and LCpl Neil Legge,
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with SSgt Trevor Jones (7 Squadron). Also intro-
duced to her were groups who have served in the
Gulf, Kuwait, Bosnia, the Falklands and Cyprus,
and Northern Ireland, and a troop of 30 soldiers
scheduled to take part in UN operations in Angola

Victory veterans lose
out on medals

SERVICE MEDAL offices
have been working flat out to
process claims, running at
about 2,000 a month, linked to
the Second World War com-
memorations.

But not all the veterans who
have made the belated applica-
tions will receive them in time
to wear at this summer’s
anniversary ceremonies.

In the House of Commons
on April 19 Armed Forces
Minister Nicholas Soames
paid “warm tribute” to the
staff of the Army Medal Office
at Droitwich, Worcestershire,
and the Army Record Office at
Hayes, Middlesex, who had
processed more than 24,000
Second World War cases last
year and nearly 8,500 — many
involving two or more medals —
in the first three months of this.

This was all the more
remarkable in view of a backlog
caused by the closure of the
Hayes archive from May 1993

until February 1994 to clear an
asbestos problem.

“With first-time applications
arriving on a daily basis, barely
weeks before the planned com-
memoration events, I am afraid
it is entirely inevitable that
some veterans will be disap-
pointed,” said Mr Soames.

“All staff at the three Service
medal offices are working reg-
ular and substantial overtime
in an effort to ensure that as
many veterans receive those
medals before the VE and V]
Day celebrations, when they
will clearly wish to wear their
decorations with pride.”

He said it was a pity many
had not claimed their medals
sooner.

Mr Nigel Waterson, MP for
Eastbourne, had raised the

matter with reference to the
case of a constituent, Mr Tony
King, who was injured while
serving with the 5th Royal
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards
as a tank crew commander at
St Pol in September, 1944,

Mr King had made a belated
application in January for his
medals so that he, like many
others perhaps for the first and
last time, could wear them, or
miniature replicas, at this
year’s anniversary ceremonies.
He was told there would be a
12-month wait.

Calling for greater effort to
be put into clearing the back-
log by V] Day, Mr Waterson
said: “It is time to end this
medal muddle. The problem
will not be repeated.”

@ Around the Houses — Page 7

® From Page 3

ing panel wrote of “An excep-
tionally well researched feature
in which the attention to detail
and naming of so many of those
involved adds not only to the
interest but also to the credibility.

“The content emphasises
the value of having a dedicated
reporter and photographer in
situ; this is also reflected in the

Winning way

style of writing. The graphic
account brings out all the
stress, pathos, humour and
sheer humanity of the troops
concerned.

“ .. The design, without
being too dramatic, also con-
veys the message and encour-

with words

ages the reader’s interest.”
Soldier just missed an award
when it was short-listed in the
overall content and design cat-
egory for frequently-published
newsmagazines.

The judge said: “Soldier has
all the ingredients of a first-

class newsmagazine. It is topi-
cal, crisply written, informative
with the right balance of news
and features, well illustrated,
designed to make impact, and
clearly printed. It demonstrates
yet again that it is a highly pro-
fessional newsmagazine.”

In 1993 Soldier’s Gulf War
coverage won three awards.

® Rwanda latest — Page 7

Picture: Mike P
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NEWSI.INE

ABOUT 16,500 women who for-
feited their war widow's pension
on re-marriage will have it
restored following a Government
change of policy in the run-up to
the VE Day anniversary.

During the introduction of the
Pension Bill to the Commons on
April 24, Social Security Secre-
tary Peter Lilley said the pension
would be restored should the
former recipient become wid-
owed for a second time, divorced,
or legally separated. Subject to
the Bill's progress, claims would
be dealt with from October, at an
estimated cost of £40 million. The
weekly pension is £143, tax free.

The change of policy followed a
Government defeat in the Lords
after a celebrated maiden speech
by 24-year-old Lord Freyberg.

Mr Lilley said: “| am sure the
announcement will be well

received by the
whole country as it
demonstrates  this
nation's recognition
of the debt that we
owe to so many.”

@® About 400 war
pensioners mistak-
enly credited with a
total of £1million in
allowances will not be compelled
to repay the money in cases of
official error, the Lords were told.

Social Security Minister Lord
Mackay of Ardbrecknish said on
April 19 that the overpayments,
on average £2,500 per person,
related to attendance and disabil-
ity living allowances. Most of the
mistakes were “at the official end”,
he added, answering a question
by Lord Campbell of Croy.

The problems came to light
when a new computer system

A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

was introduced at
Norcross and Black-
pool. “We are very
conscious of the
debt that we owe to
war pensioners, and
that is demonstrated
in the very much
higher benefits that
they receive in the
mobility and care allowance than
the rest of the population,” he said.
® o o
Examinations of more than 200
veterans have failed to reveal any
evidence of the alleged Gulf War
syndrome, though the MoD
keeps an open mind on the sub-
ject, Defence Under Secretary
Lord Henley said in the Lords.
Lord Walton of Detchant
quoted from a letter by the Sur-
geon General published in the
British Medical Journal on April

War widows win VE Day victory

22: “No evidence has emerged
that any organic disorder has
occurred more commonly in Gulf
veterans than in any similar popu-
lation over a similar four-year
period. As might be expected,
certain psychiatric conditions ...
can be attributed to the Gulf con-
flict, though there is no evidence
that their incidence is greater than
that in earlier conflicts. These
findings remain consistent with
the earlier British position and
recent American findings”.
e o o

Other points from Parliament:

® The Defence Medical Ser-
vices' secandary care arganisa-
tion is to be considered as a
candidate for agency status.

® NatWest Markets will act as
financial advisers for the pro-
posed transfer of MoD married
quarters to the private sector.

MP sees
Rwandan
slaughter

THE massacre of thousands of
Rwandan refugees at the
Kibeho refugee camp was wit-
nessed by a British military
policeman.

Maj Mark Cuthbert-Brown,
acting as United Nations
Provost Marshal, watched
helplessly as Tutsi soldiers of
the Rwandan Patriotic Army
ran amok, killing an unknown
number of Hutus.

Australian Army medics,
who had worked with British
Army medics at the camp
during Operation Gabriel last
year, counted 4,050 bodies
before giving up to concentrate
on the survivors.

UN rules of engagement
prevented Zambian troops
opening fire to stop the killing.

“There was a hell of a lot of
ammunition being shot off and
people were very scared,” Maj
Cuthbert-Brown told a
reporter. “I saw a soldier pull
the pin of a grenade and roll it
behind a woman and child — it
blew them to pieces.”

Many were shot in the back,
others stoned or hacked to
death with machetes.

Kibeho, a place of pilgrim-
age until 1,000 people were
killed there last April by Hutu
extremists, was the largest
refugee camp, at times con-
taining up to 800,000 persons.

Col David Glyn-Owen, with the help of WO2 Glen Lawson (left) and
WO2 Herbie Coyle, holds the Infantry flag which they had lowered at
a ceremony to mark the closing of the Weapons Support Wing at
Netheravon. The unit transferred to Warminster this month to

become an integral part of the new Infantry Training Centre

EMPLOYEES of Leyland Trucks
watched the last vehicle in a major
order of 4-tonne military trucks roll
off the production line. It was for-
mally accepted by the Director
General Land Fighting Systems,
Maj Gen Alan Sharman. Last year
the company completed deliveries
of its other major military contract

— the heavy DROPS ammunition

carrier. The MoD has since placed
a follow-on order for 24 more.

® Newbury, a 14-year-old gun
horse with the King's Troop, Royal
Horse Artillery, is the first in Britain
to be injected with a new vaccine
to protect the animals against

equine herpes, a virus which has
affected horses across the coun-
try. All King's Troop horses have
been vaccinated.

® The TA's 94 Signal Squadron
based at Windsor and Reading
has a new role. It will provide sup-
port communications to a Combat
Service Support Group (CSSG)
tasked with a NATO role.

® A third contract from the MoD
Procurement Executive to supply
19 more Case 721BXT rough ter-
rain forklift trucks has been award-
ed to Doncaster-based J | Case
Europe.

Picture; Mike Weston

UK seeks
to pull out
Gorazde
troops

BRITAIN wishes to withdraw
its troops from the besieged
Muslim enclave of Gorazde
when the tour of the 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Welch
Fusiliers ends in September.

British soldiers have protect-
ed the Gorazde safe area since
spring last year. The contin-
gent at present comprises 1
RWF battalion headquarters
and two companies.

A Ukrainian unit is to be
withdrawn and not replaced in
the enclave and it is under-
stood that Norway does not
wish o extend its mission of a
medical company. The Dutch
have asked to be replaced at
Srebrenica.

Gorazde, one of the most
sensitive areas patrolled by the
UN, has recently been very
active. British troops continue
to carry our the UN maandate.

Bosnian Serbs have refused
to allow convoys in for months,
fuel is short and patrols have to
be carried out on foot. Three
fusiliers were injured, one seri-
ously, when they walked into a
minefield on April 20.

Gorazde is likely to be the
scene of fierce fighting follow-
ing the lapsing of a four-month
cease-fire at the end of April.

7
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NEWSI.INE

A LABOUR Government would
lift the ban on homosexuals serv-
ing in the Armed Forces, the
party's defence spokesman, Dr
David Clark, announced. He said
the ban was an infringement of
civil liberties and not acceptable
in civilised saciety. — Daily Tele-
graph

(1 Sixty-four teachers are to be
made redundant, 16 compulsori-
ly, following the closure of a sec-
ondary school for Army children
in Germany. — Daily Mirror

(2 Soldiers who volunteered for
\_chernical warfare research exper-

Labour ‘would end Armed Forces ban on gays’

iments are plan- =
ning to sue the |
MoD for compen-
sation after suffer-
ing serious
damage to their

ing handling tests
at Boscombe
Down could
replace expensive
and noisy surveil-
lance helicopters

health. — Guardian

1 Following the
mid-life update of
the RAF's Chi-
nook helicopters,
more are to be
purchased, including nine for the
Special Forces. — RAF News

3 An airship bought by the
MoD last year and now undergo-

and fixed-wing air-
craft with early
warning radar. -
Daily Telegraph

1 Paras at
Aldershot made
an appeal for doves they could
release at a VE Day 50th anniver-
sary ceremony in the town. —
Aldershot News

1 Celebrations of VE Day are
stirring unbearable memories in
tens of thousands of elderly men
who have never recovered from
the Second World War experi-
ences, psychologists say. Many
suffer from Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder. — Independent

1 Moves to pull United Nations
troops out of Bosnia gained
momentum as Russia joined
France in threatening to withdraw
and the Dutch followed Britain in
vowing to leave a Serb-surround-
ed Muslim enclave in the east of
the republic. — Times

Corunna Battery leave the Miinsterlager ranges after the demonstration, with AS90s and DROPS ammu-

nition carriers in the background

1 Div gunners in
show of strength

AN impressive demonstration
of the array of weapons
available to the Royal Artillery
of 1 (UK) Armoured Division
was held on the Miinsterlager
ranges in Germany.

NATO staff officers saw the
awesome battlefield capability
of the new AS90 155mm gun
as eight guns from Corunna
Battery, 26 Regiment RA fired
24 shells in 18 seconds.

Also on show was the Rapier
2000 air defence system — to
which 16 Regiment RA should
be converted by the end of‘the
year — the multi-launch rocket
system (MLRS) of 39
Regiment and 12 Regiment’s
high velocity missile. Visitors
included Maj Gen Roddy

Cordy-Simpson, GOC 1 (UK)
Armoured Division.

“At the Battle of Alamein,
the British Army fired its
largest fireplan of the war,”
said Brig Graham Kerr,
Commander Royal Artillery
for the division.

“It involved 876 artillery
pieces, lasted for three hours
and poured 2'/s million tons of
high explosive on the enemy
positions.”

Today, he said, the division’s
artillery, with 132 guns, could
deliver an equivalent amount
of fire in an hour and forty-five
minutes.

® Coming soon in Soldier - all the new badges

Chieftains
blown up

TEN Chieftain main battle tanks
MBTs) have been destroyed at
Otterburn training area, North-
umberland, under the Conven-
tional Armed Forces in Europe
(CFE) treaty.

Under CFE, Britain has
undertaken to destroy 183
MBTs, 30 armoured combat
vehicles and five attack heli-
copters.

—_—

Combat
sappers
working
together

FIFTY-SEVEN participants
and inspectors from ten coun-
tries, including Portugal and
Denmark, attended Acrobatic
Cruise, a combat engineer
inter-operability exercise held
in Miinchen.

Organised by Pionierbrigade
30 (the 7 Panzer Division engi-
neers) and hosted by the
German Pionierschule and the
Euro NATO Training Engi-
neer Centre, the exercise gave
participants the opportunity to
carry out “hands-on” training
on German engineer equip-
ment.

An Inspectors’ Programme
gave, among others, comman-
ders of units assigned to the
Rapid Reaction Corps
(ARRC) a chance to watch the
training and discuss key issues.

Officers serving with the UN
in former Yugoslavia and with
HQ EUROKORPS officers
gave perspectives on problems
faced by sappers in multina-
tional environments.

Florida freefallers

THE Golden Lions, the Scot-
tish Division’s freefall para-
chute team, travelled to the
first overseas training camp in
their history — in Zephyrhills,
Florida — in preparation for a
busy display season and possi-
ble participation in the Army

and national championships.

Bad weather put training
behind schedule but once the
conditions improved, the team
built some impressive six-man
stacks, moving on to difficult
“rotations” manoeuvres.

The team averaged around
50 jumps — considerably more
than could have been achieved
in the United Kingdom.

9



WELL DONE. WARDEN

Ivan Bond (left), already a holder
of the Long Service and Good
Conduct and Meritorious Service
Medals, receives a C-in-C's Cer-
tificate for Meritorious Service
from Brig John Patrick, Com-
mander 145 (Home
Counties) Brigade. A
former staff sergeant in
the Royal Military Police,
Ivan looked after the offi-
cers' married quarters at
Aldershot (North) until
his retirement last year
and was chairman of the
UK southern area of the
wardens' union.

All set
for th e 4
Arctic &

Five members of a six-man
team from the Adjutant Gener-
al's Corps taking part in a
month-long crossing of the
Greenland icecap display their
survival kit. The venture,
undertaken by (back row) SSgt
Mac McLaughlin and Maj
Simon Harris with colleagues
(front row) Capt Brad Horn,
SSgt Reg White and Maj John
Wright, is the curtain-raiser to
the AGC's Northern Lights
adventure training expedition,
taking place throughout this
year and into 1996. Sixth team

Picture: Mike Weston

F Chaplain General the Rt R h I 1
UL C haplain’s
Park, has become the new Moderator

three years

of the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland. Having initially

volunteered for three years’ National b 30
Service, he discovered that the chap- ec a m e

laincy was so different from the tradi-

member is SSgt Nick Onslow. tional parochial scene that he stayed years fought successfully to keep the
They hope to raise money for on for another 30 years . . . Royal Army Chaplains’ Department
the Royal Hampshire County He was the first non Church of Eng- separate from the Adjutant General's
Hospital's accident and emer- land Chaplain General and over eight Corps.

gency unit. k )

Clocking off . . .

Brig Kevin Goad, Director Base Depots, holds
the last issue of store — a clock — from the Ord-
nance Support Unit (OSU) at Liphook, Hamp-
shire. With him at the closure ceremony on March
31 were Maj Gen David Burden, Director Gener-
al Logistic Support (Army) and Maj David Marsh,
officer commanding the unit, which was devel-
oped during the Second World War and has been
closed as a result of the Defence Costs Study.
Stores held on the site over the years have
included war reserves, special task stores, pre-
stocked unit equipment and disaster stores for
Field Army operations worldwide.

Running out of hands to hold the silver-
ware he and his team-mates are accu-
mulating is cross country runner Cpl
Craig McBurney (Light Infantry) of ITB
Ouston. Among their triumphs are a
third consecutive win in the Eastern Dis-
trict (North) Minor Unit championships,
the Army Minor Unit championships at
Longmoor and the Army relay cross
country Minor Unit cups.

: Mike Weston

Pictu

It can get pretty windy in
the North-East, as these
two soldiers from Infantry
Training Battalion Ouston
can testify. Cpl Shaun
Turner and LCpl Wully
Horsburgh (a member of
the establishment's regi-
mental police) examine
the flagpole which, until
an overnight gale, was
proudly in position outside
the battalion’s Albemarle
Barracks . . .

... and sorcerers!

Merlin was a magician, and helping to uphold his
name was a team from Newcastle-based X Compa-
ny, 6th (Northumberland) Battalion, The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers. Captained by 2nd Lt John
Marsden (holding trophy), they were the winners of
Exercise Martial Merlin, a two-day test of skill and
stamina described as 15 (North East) Brigade's
toughest competition.

Maj Gen Walter Courage (centre) received a pleasant
surprise when, as head of the British Force's External Affairs Division
in Germany, he went to Miinster to present the Knights of Malta with a cheque for more
than £25,000 - the proceeds of last year's British military music show held in the city.

His “excellent services” in promoting their work was recognised when the Knights
awarded him their Distinguished Service Cross with Swords. With the general, who is
now Director General Territorial Army, are Brig Richard Dannatt (left), whose 4
Armoured Brigade mainly organised the show, and Rudolph, Erbprinz of Croy,
head of the Knights of Malta in the Miinster area.

Picture: Mike Weston
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infantrymen .

On July 28, the Infantry Training Battalion (ITB) Ouston leaves
its home and becomes part of the newly-established Infantry
Training Centre at Catterick. Soldier visited the organisation
as it approaches the end of its brief, but productive, life.

Marathon task: ITB Ouston Adjutant Capt Richard Garrett, LI, (right) takes his pick of the trainers in the

IT TOOK eight years for the
Romans to build Hadrian’s
Wall, and a further turbulent
250 years and more before its
military occupation ceased.

battalion’s QM’s department, under the watchful gaze of, among others, WO2 (RQMS) Phil Ibbotson
(second right), before setting off to run in his fourth London marathon (inset). He finished in 3hr 5min
8sec, 13 minutes quicker than his previous best, and ended in a creditable 1,944th position in a field of

26,000, raising £300 for charity in the process
12

Above - Lt Col Alec Bain, CO
ITB Ouston

Left — Ouston’s Regimental
Administrative  Officer Maj
Richard Reay and Financial
Systems Administrator SSgt
Glyn Poolford prepare for the
young soldiers’ first pay parade

Very shortly, within march-
ing distance of its remains, Lt
Col Alec Bain, RRF, com-
manding officer of ITB
Quston, and his team will also
have made their mark on Army
history — not over 2'/2 cen-
turies, but 2!/2 years.

Openéd in January 1993, the
ITB, formerly the Junior
Infantry Battalion (Scottish
and King’s Division), will have
seen about 3,000 new “starts”
by Regular soldiers by the time
it closes.

“Because we all began at the
same time, with the same post-
ing orders, at a new location
with a new course, the training
team had no preconceptions,
so we have been constantly re-
visualising what we have done
as we put it into action,” said
Lt Col Bain.

The battalion trains infantry-
men primarily for the Scottish,
Light and Queen’s Divisions
and the RLC’s Pioneer Ser-
vices. They come from all
areas, from as far apart as the
south east of England and the
two-day journey from the Isle
of Bara, explained chief
instructor and 2iC Maj Keith
Oliver.

Above - Recruits from B Coy (Cassino Platoon, Queen’s Division) get down to some serious PT in the first
week of eleven scheduled for their course. . .

. . . before setting off (below) on a testing mile-and-a-half run

. Report:
| Phil Wilcox
. Pictures:
- Mike Weston

Above - Getting the needle:
Pte Danny McGorm, A and SH,
based at ITB Ouston HQ,
receives acupuncture treat-
ment from S1 Physiotherapist
Gillian Peel, who will join
other physios at Catterick

At present there are two
training companies, one with
three platoons, one with four
platoons, he said. A third,
three-platoon, company had
its final pass-out last month.

The ITB (60 per cent of
whose staff will be moving to
Catterick) will take with it at

least two innovations which it
has pioneered, Lt Col Bain
says.

“In the old system, people
were taught at platoon level: we
deal with in-take companies,
with a company commander
being responsible for a full-size
company of anything up to five

platoons (200 men) — a system
which is to continue at Catter-
jek™

Another revolutionary move
has been the introduction of a
battalion pediatrist, also trans-
ferring to the new organisa-
tion, whose early treatment has
reduced referrals to orth-

opaedic specialists by about 70
per cent.

The ethos established at
Quston will also, the CO is
confident, be continued.

“This is the infantryman’s
first professional course: he
comes here as a trained soldier,

® Turn to next page
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infantrymen

® From Page 13

but we produce a trained
infantryman.

“We expect greater moti-
vation and higher standards
from him, and overall we
feel we have been successful
in our aim of turning out a
confident and competent
soldier.”

On the whole, nothing
much has changed in the
region, said Lt Col Bain, a
Geordie by birth and cur-
rently on his second tour
with his regiment in
Northumberland.

“There were soldiers
training here 2,000 years
ago, and the distances for
their ‘combat fitness tests’
were roughly the same.

“The main difference was
that the Romans would
have been carrying a sword,
spear and shield and wear-
ing a small amount of
armour.”

However, not only would
they be “fed and watered”
at watchtowers along the
route, but, unlike their 20th
century counterparts at
QOuston - who combine
marching and jogging — they
probably dispensed with the
marching . ..

® 39 Regiment, Royal
Artillery, is due to take over
Albemarle Barracks, the
ITB’s base, when it moves
to Ouston from Paderborn.
14
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Cold at Otterburn: a member of C Coy, in his ninth week, samples the
joys of the six-day field firing exercise

AFTER weeks awaiting the
final decision to deploy, the
British contingent to Oper-
ation Chantress has moved
into Angola to arrange for
the arrival of 7,000 United
Nations Troops.

The contingent of 650,
commanded by Lt Col
Harry O’Hare and based
on 9 Supply Regiment,
Royal Logistic Corps, is
due to return to the UK at
the end of August.

As forerunner of the
United Nations Angola
Verification Mission III
(UNAVEM III) the force
will set up the main recep-
tion and storage facilities
to bring other UN contin-
gents into theatre and
move them to their places
of deployment.

These facilities will then
be handed over to a United
Nations contractor o

operate on behalf of-

UNAVEM II1.

Based at Luanda and
Lobito, the British force
will be involved with
infantry contingents from
Brazil, India, Pakistan,
Uruguay, Zimbabwe and
Romania,~ which is also
providing a field hospital.

The British centingent is
supported by the Royal
Fleet Auxiliary Sir Gala-
had, which arrived at Lobito

One of the first tasks for British troops arriving in Angola was to set up a satellite dish at Lobito to ensure good communications.
Bramcote-based 30 Signal Regiment will deploy nearly 50 personnel to supply strategic satellite communications back to UK

on April 20. The ship is now
being used in a supporting role.
® The RLC Postal and
Courier detachment in Angola
has declared BFPO numbers
for troops serving there. The
number for those based in
Lobito is BFPO 640, for the
few in Luanda, BFPO 641.

Above - Lt Col Harry O’Hare (centre), commander of the British contingent of the UN peacekeeping
force in Angola, briefs Lobito port workers through his interpreter, 2nd Lt Graham Cable. Their task
is to receive, store and distribute supplies to peacekeepers in the field

Left — Nerve centre of the UN peacekeeping operation in Angola is UK Land’s Wilton Operations
Room, with Col David Glyn-Owen, Capt Graham Snell and Maj Jackie Gavin. “Operating 4,900 miles
away in a far-flung country which has been at war for 23 years is challenging,” said Col Glyn-Owen,
“but with satellite communications by voice and fax we are in almost instant touch with personnel
and can react promptly to any situation.”




BY THE time an agreement
on the cessation of hostilities
between Bosnian Muslims and
Croats was signed last year,
most of central Bosnia lay in
ruins.

Towns and villages caught
up in the fighting were sur-
rounded by minefields, regular
communication between com-
munities was non-existent and
the only movement on the
roads was of humanitarian aid
or military traffic. Essential
services — gas, water, electricity
and medicine — suffered exten-
sive damage.

To focus local attitudes away
from a “dependency culture”,
people needed to be given the
facilities to rebuild their own
lives.

As a result, G5 tasks — pro-
jects intended to provide assis-
tance to the civil community —
undertaken by British soldiers
serving with the United
Nations in former Yugoslavia
were given a new importance.
Soldiers willingly set out to
help Bosnian Croat and
Muslim alike.

Over three months the
Household Cavalry Regiment
from Windsor took on 114 dif-
ferent G5 projects.

The result was that most of
the towns and villages on their
16
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Soldiers of 1 RGBW distribute aid collected in the UK to villages north of Bugojno

i

Sappers, with the help of a Royal Navy Sea King helicopter, prepare
to topple a war-damaged minaret tottering over a village

exchanges were reconnected.
Operation Grapple soldiers did
not ignore small-scale commu-

patch had electricity at some
time during the day, and
water, sewerage and telephone

This road had collapsed into a river. British sappersrepaired it

G5 work nudges
war-torn community bacl
ormalit

nity projects, such as the con-

struction of a handball court in
Maglaj. -
Under a UN Protection

Force (UNPROFOR). pro-~

gramme, both sides have car-
ried out mine clearance and
minefield marking operations.

In the Vitez area alone,
the Muslim BIH Army report-
ed that 80 per cent of their
mines had been removed.
Mine recognition talks are
given by 33 Engineer Regi-
ment (EOD) sappers to local
children.

Before the war an amazing
variety of water distribution
methods — ancient gravity-fed
pumps, electrical pumps and
modern high pressure systems
—were in use. The work of local
craftsmen and British Royal
Engineers to reconnect water
supplies has been augmented
by Overseas Development
Agency expertise. Chlorine has
been provided by the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red
Cross and the World Health
Organisation.

The Household Cavalry
Regiment and the 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Highland
Fusiliers, and other non-
engineer UN units have
repaired damaged and leaking
pipes. Because of a shortage

of local services, troops in
Bosnia are no strangers to the
collection and disposal of
refuse.

Unsafe and war-damaged
buildings have been demol-
ished and their sites cleared by
the UN. British soldiers, in
particular, have been helping
to repair schools and hospitals,
and encouraging local commu-
nities to contribute to the
work.

The medical infrastructure
of the region was left in tatters
by the fighting. The United
Nations has had considerable
success in ensuring the deliv-
ery of drugs, evacuating casu-
alties by land and air, and
repairing hospital buildings
and equipment.

Particularly valuable, when
poor weather makes it difficult
for people to travel, are the
UN’s mobile medical and
dental clinics. The shortage of
local trained staff is being
partly overcome by British
medics from the Cambridge
Military Hospital in Aldershot

= A

and elsewhere, organising and
running training courses for
nurses.

One of the more notable
achievements by a Grapple
unit was the Brandywine Chal-
lenge organised by C Compa-
ny, lst Barttalion, The Royal
Gloucestershire, Berkshire and
Wiltshire Regiment from Catt-
erick.

With support from schools
and individuals all over
Britain, the majority of the five
projects they took on near
Bugojno were completed by
the time they left theatre. Help
from the UK came in the form
of money and redundant
equipment.

British soldiers have given
up their free time to deliver
toys, food, clothing, welling-
ton boots, shampoo, blankets,
firewood, seed and window
plastic to communities and
refugee camps, and to organise
parties for children and adults.

Military musicians have fre-
quently put on concerts in
schools, and sports events con-

Thank you, soldier! Bosnian children smile for the camera after British troops had rebuilt their school

A

tinue to be held
between UNPRO-
FOR and local

teams.

Other tasks
undertaken by
British soldiers

include the empty-
ing of household
septic tanks at
Maglaj and Zavi-
dovici; the supply
of 500 chickens for
local agriculture in
the Maglaj finger;
and the delousing [
of children at [
schools in Kacuni.

More unusual
jobs included the
provision of
escorts for funer-
als in the Volijice
valley, visits by
Croat families to A river-

bed recce by Royal Engineers preced

graveyards in ed their repairs to a vital bridge near Zepce

towns and villages

held by Muslims and vice
versa, and the escorting of an
imam (religious leader) to cere-
monies outside Zenica.

Sappers also demolished two
unstable minarets which were
threatening to topple on to vil-
lagers below.
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Cpl Lee Cowsell takes up hs fire position on the top of High Island Reservoir during the 48-hour exercise

Hon
1,000-Day Regim
takes the field

Right — Members of the 1,000-Day Regiment, the Hong Kong Logis-
tic Support Regiment, find themselves in unchartered waters at
Wong Shek Pier. LCpl Woon (front left) and Cpl Pete Tufton (front
right) find paddling hard work

Below — Sgt Barry Ehlan enjoys the short water crossing at Wong
Shek Pier while LCpl Tilak Gurung (left) looks more concerned

ON A day-to-day basis mem-
bers of Hong Kong’s newest —
and shortest-lived — regiment,
the Hong Kong Logistic Sup-
port Regiment, Royal Logistic
Corps, are employed in a vari-
ety of specialist occupations,
from cooks to drivers, from
storemen to mechanics, writes
Ruth Vernon.

However, like all members of
the British Army they are fight-
ing soldiers first and foremost,
and have just taken part in a
field training exercise designed
to test their abilities under a
series of difficult conditions.

The regiment, known as the
1,000-Day Regiment because
of its short lifespan, is unusual
in that it is made up of person-

Pictures: Sgt Kevin Gray, RAF

nel of three nationalities.
During the 48-hour exercise
two 20-man
British, Gurkha and Chinese
soldiers were put to the test.

First phase began at Stone-
cutters Island where the men
conducted a series of drills.
After being transported by the
Royal Navy to High Island
Reservoir, they spent their first
night in the hills.

The following day the men
were tasked to build rafts to
transport the platoons across a
150-metre inlet at Wong Shek
Pier after which they moved to
the Main Dam at the reservoir
where they took part in a 30-
metre abseil.

The platoons

were then

platoons of

flown by Wessex helicopter
from 28 (AC) Sgn, RAF Sek
Kong, to Lo Wu ranges for a
night shoot. The exercise
ended with a series of patrols at
Castle Peak Ranges before
troops returned to their head-
quarters at Osborn Barracks.

“Although we weren’t doing
anything we haven’t done
before, the exercise was a wel-
come opportunity for the men
to take part in operations which
fall outside their normal sphere
of work — abseiling, patrolling,
craft building, practising first
aid,” said 2iC Maj Mark
Underhill.

“Over the weekend they
worked under difficult condi-
tions and the whole command

: —— P N
.
& !

structure, from the comman-
der downwards, came under a
different kind of pressure to see
how they would react.

“Every day, throughout the
year, the regiment provides
support to the British Forces in
Hong Kong,” he added.

“During the 48 hours we
Were on exercise everyone we
normally supply to gave us ster-
ling service instead and we
were able to call on the assets of
the Royal Navy, the Royal
Marines, the RAF, 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles,
The Queen’s Gurkha Signals,
The Queen’s Gurkha Engi-
neers, the Army Medical Ser-
vices and the Depot HKMSC —
for that we thank them.”

- -
g

By

It's a long v;ray down for Cpl J

ohn H

unt as he loses communications

abseiling at the Main Dam, at High Island Reservoir
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Soldiers are there when
you need them...

Mike Moore/ TODAY Newspaper

Please be there when they need you

The Army Benevolent Fund provides help to any
man or woman and their families if they are serving
or have served in the British Army and are in real
need. This help is given in two ways: through grants
to supplement Corps or Regimental aid and by
financial support to over 70 national charities
providing for the special needs of those in distress.

Our overall aim is to bring help to the many cases
where state assistance is inapplicable, inadequate or
unable to meet the immediate need.

Your donation, covenant or legacy will provide
invaluable assistance for those who served their
country.

Please help them in their hour of need.

' To: The Army Benevolent Fund, Dept. SOL,
41 Queen's Gate, London SW7 5HR

We owe a lot 1o the soldiers who fought so hard for our freedom and our future and continue to protect
us. | would like to make this contribution to help those of them who are in need

lenclose adonationof €£10[] £15[] £25[] Othert
I Please charge my Access/Visa Card No Expiry Date

B P TRT T T T T

[ Prease send me details on making a legacy or how | could donate through Payroll Giving

Address

Postcode

Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you about our work If you would prefer
thal we do not. please lick the box £

I Signature Name '

| THE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND
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June 3,4,5
Bad Lippspringe
Showground
Paderborn

It's that time of year again — The Rhine Army Summer Show
this year will take place over the Whitsun weekend (3-5 June)
and will be as big and exciting as in previous years. This
year's Main Arena events include:

@ THE ROYAL SIGNALS WHITE HELMETS
The oldest and best known motorcycle display team in the
world, the White Helmets provide a thrilling and unique
display consisting of fast cross-over rides, spectacular
jumps and skilful feats of balance.

@ THE HUNGARIAN POLICE BAND OF BUDAPEST
A professional level marching band who have played at
many international venues.

@ THE QUEEN’S COLOUR SQUADRON OF THE ROYAL AIR
FORCE
Awes with its precision drill movements, and the

@ ROYAL AIR FORCE POLICE DOG DEMONSTRATION
TEAM
Performs exciting demonstrations of the dogs’ agility and
bravery, which has amazed audiences all over Europe
throughout the team’s 20 year history.

® HER MAJESTY’S DRAGOON GUARDS BAND AND THE
NORMANDY BAND OF THE QUEEN’S DIVISION
These two bands playing in massed formation carry on the
long tradition of British Army marching bands.

@ THE JOINT SERVICES PARACHUTE CENTRE
Will put on a free-fall parachute demonstration of difficult
skydiving and canopy formations, capturing the crowd’s -
attention from above!

@ BRITISH FORCES ALPINE PARAGLIDING SCHOOL
Will thrill the crowd with its flying skills at this year’s Rhine
Army Summer Show. s 3

OTHER ATTRACTIONS

® POLO AT THE SUMMER SHOW
Saturday’s Polo will be the final of this year's inter-
regimental competition between the King’s Royal Hussars
and the Light Dragoon Guards.
Sunday the Rhine Army Polo Association Team will be
pitted against the Deutscher Polo Verband in an exhibition
match. Both days’ polo will start at 13.30.

® EQUESTRIAN EVENTS
Since 1958 the British Forces stationed in Germany have
held a major competition for German and British riders. In
those days there were no other attractions — today the
equestrian events still remain one of the core attractions
both for those competing and for those who love to watch
the show jumping and dressage events.

Other attractions include a Funfair, the Village Green, Laser
Clay Pigeon Shooting, Food Stalls galore and numerous
traders selling everything from Army Memorabilia to Barbour
jackets.




Officers’ story of their dramatic rescue from Borneo’s Mount Kinabalu

THE FATE of five soldiers
trapped in the Borneo jungle
dominated the headlines in
March last year as a desperate
search was made to find them,
writes Gordon Skilling.

Their emaciated figures,
more like concentration camp
victims than soldiers, shocked
the world when they were
eventually plucked from the
jungle.

In their newly-published
book SOS, expedition leader
Lt Col Robert Neill and his
deputy, Maj Ron Foster, both
RLC, record how they and
‘others survived the first
" descent of Low’s Gully — a pre-
‘ cipitous ravine which plunges
down the north flank of Mount
Kinabalu, the highest moun-
tain in south-east Asia.

Exercise Gully Heights start-
ed on February 22,1994 as a
well-planned, ten-day adven-
turous training exercise involv-
ing ten soldiers. But the party
became split from its climbing
instructor, and five soldiers
were stranded for almost a
month.

Two groups of British NCOs
managed to reach safety on
March 12 after going forward
to establish a route. This was
done while the descent was
dry, but a late monsoon hit the
remaining members of the
team and turned the gully into
what Lt Col Neill described as
a “ginormous drain” which
nobody could ascend or
descend.

Running out of food, Lt Col
Neill, Maj Foster and three
Hong Kong Chinese soldiers
were in desperate straits, latter-
ly surviving on Polo mints and
water while 300 Malaysian and
British troops searched the
jungle for them.

A flashing light and their
SOS signal set out in pebbles
was finally seen through the
mist and a helicopter winched
them to safety — ironically with

Lt Col Robert Neill conserves energy on the overhang

oo

All's well that ends

well. Lt Col Robert eill, Maj Ron Foster, Cpl

i

Kevin Cheung and Pte Victor Lam enjoy a beer after their ordeal

an RAF Mountain Rescue
Team only 200 metres away.

Written in the third person
as an adventure story involving
rescuers and rescued, the book
redresses the balance after
incomplete and inaccurate press
coverage, and leaves readers to
draw their own conclusions, Lt
Col Neill told Soldier.

Press reports highlighted the
problems which beset the
expedition, but only relatively
minor amendments were made
to the Army’s policy on adven-
turous training as a result.

Many experienced adventur-
ous training hands had private-
ly admitted to narrow squeaks
when their own expeditions
went awry, Maj Foster told the
magazine. He looks to the pos-
itive results of what was a very

nised by the adventurous train-
ing authorities.

Having three Hong Kong
Chinese soldiers with them
who had never taken part in
adventurous training gave the
officers an additional spur of
providing leadership and hope.

“There is a great temptation
to give up to despair and panic,
particularly when you see your
muscles wasting away and feel
bones you didn’t know you
had,” said Maj Foster.

He tried to get a balance
between conserving energy
and exercising. “If you don’t
exercise, your body functions
slow down a lot, so you have to
keep moving, but slowly.”

For Maj Foster, adventurous
training began with cycling.
Now aged 56, he is taking a

near disaster. Future
expeditions should
learn the importance
of staying together
and getting as much
information and
advice as possible,
he said.

It was important [
for team members
to know each other
thoroughly before
setting out, and to
have a goal recog-

THE STORY BEHIND THE ARMY EXP
TO BORNEO'S ‘DEATH VALLEY

course to qualify as
j a ski instructor.
4 During 25 years in
the RAOC and now
the RLLC, adventure
has played an impor-
tant part in his life.
He believes it is
§ right to take a man to
the limit in training,
introducing him to
danger in an environ-
8 ment which stretch-
es him physically and

mentally. “Cycle racing was
very aggressive. You could be
absolutely shattered but had to
find that extra bit of effort to
help you get through, and this
can be important on the battle-
field,” he said.

One of the values of adven-
turous training in an environ-
ment of controlled danger was
that it developed self disci-
pline, self reliance, initiative
and the ability to overcome
fears — all qualities essential in
combat, said Lt Col Neill.

It was only when the chips
were down that reactions could
be assessed.

“The pressures on the leader
when things go wrong are quite
immense and it’s not easy to sit
back and be objective, rather
than be driven by desperation
into doing something which
the force of circumstances
prompts you to do,” said Lt
Col Neill.

Because they saw no sign of
rescuers on Kinabalu, Lt Col
Neill was convinced his recce
party of NCOs had died in the
appallingly dangerous terrain.

A cruel dilemma faced them:
stay put, conserve energy and
run the risk of not escaping, or
try to escape and use up vast
amounts of energy which could
bring death that much nearer.

Lt Col Neill said that as
leader he had preceived an
overwhelming need to escape
and redress the situation, but
he is quite clear that if they had
struck out into the jungle, their
bodies would still be there.

A year after the event, Neill
and Foster can reflect on the
support they were given by
family, friends and the Army
during their trials and over the
following difficult months.

SOS - The story behind the
Army expedition to Borneo’s
‘Death Valley’ by Lt Col Robert
Neill and Maj Ron Foster. Century,
hardback, price £16.99.
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BERKSHIRE

REME MUSEUM

Arborfield
Garrison, just off
the A327

Open: Mon-Fri
09.00-12.30 and
14.00-16.30
(Fri — 16.00)

For information: REME Museum,
Isaac Newton Road, Arborfield,
Reading RG2 9LN

Tel: 01734 763567
Fax: 01734 763255

DORSET

THE KEEP MILITARY MUSEUM
The Keep, Bridport Road,
Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1RN
Tel: 01305 264066
Displays newly renovated, and aug-
mented with interactive consoles for
greater information. A profusion of
exhibits recreate the different world in
which soldiers lived. Dorchester's most
spectacular views from the battlements.

ROYAL SIGNALS

MUSEUM
Blandford Camp,
Dorset DT11 8RH
Tel: 01258 482248
Open: 10.00-17.00

Monday to Friday all year,
also 10.00-16.00
weekends June to September.

HAMPSHIRE

ALDERSHOT MILITARY MUSEUM
Evelyn Woods Road, Queens Avenue, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2LG. Tel: 01252 314598
Aldershot Museum takes a behind the scenes look at
daily life over the past 140 years in the Home of the
British Army. Photographs, modéls and displays -
including a recreated 1900 barrack room — tell the story.
A second gallery tells of the Canadian Army’s contribu-
tion to the two World Wars from their base in Aldershot.
Guns and armoured vehicles are displayed outside.

Open daily: March-October 10.00-17.00hrs
November—February 10.00-16.30hrs
(closed for two weeks at Christmas)
Adults £1.50, 0APs £1, Children 50p

LIGHT INFANTRY MUSEUM

Peninsula Barracks, Romsey Road,
Winchester, Hants S023 8TS
Tel: 01962 828530

This Museum shows glimpses of the
distant past, but concentrates on a
modern Regiment and more recent
events around the world — Berlin Wall,
Gulf War and Bosnia.

ADMISSION FREE

Don’t miss our next
museum guide - August 21
For advertising details
please telephone 01252 347352

HAMPSHIRE KENT

THE GURKHA MUSEUM INTELLIGENCE CORPS
Peninsula Barracks, Romsey MUSEUM

Road, Winchester, Hants S023 Templar Barracks, Ashford,
8TS. Tableaux, Dioramas, shop Kent TN23 8HH

and mail order. Open Bank
Holiday Mons, Tues to Sat
10.00-17.00 hrs. FREE PARK-
ING. Admission: Adults £1.50;
children/senior citizens 75p.

Tel: 01233 657208
History of British Military Intelligence from
Queen Elizabeth | to the present day. Open
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 09.30-12.30 and
14.00-16.30, but prior telephone call is
advisable.

ROYAL MARINES MUSEUM
Southsea, Hants P04 9PX
Tel: 01705 819385

Discover over 300 years of action
packed adventure. See how Royal
Marines lived, fought and worked
from 1664 to the present day. Walk
through displays, film shows, special
effects, talking heads and thousands
of unusual artefacts.

THE ROYAL GREEN JACKETS
Peninsula Barracks, Romsey Road,
Winchester, Hants S023 8TS
Tel: 01962 863846

This informative regimental museum
tells its history from 1741 in an
imaginative, eyecatching manner.
Amongst the outstanding artifacts are
34 Victoria Crosses and a diorama of

LANCASHIRE

MUSEUM OF THE
ORDER OF ST JOHN

St John’s Ambulance in World War Il
Exhibition and book.
Museum of the Order of St John,

St John's Gate, Clerkenwell,
London EC2M 4DA. Tel: 0171-253 6644
Open: 10 May — 9 September
Monday-Friday 10.00 to 17.00
Sat 10.00 to 16.00

YORKSHIRE

THE GREEN HOWARDS

MUSEUM

Trinity Church Square, Richmond,

North Yorkshire DL10 4QN
Tel: 01748 822133
This famous North Yorkshire Regiment
was founded in 1688 and its campaigns
from 1690 onwards are illustrated with
original uniforms, gallantry award medals,
regimental silver and many other interest-
ing displays.

SCOTLAND

THE BLACK WATCH MUSEUM

Balhousie Castle, Perth. Two and a half
Centuries of Treasures of The
42nd/73rd Highland Regiments. May to
September, Monday-Saturday (includ-
ing public holidays) 10.00-16.30
(except the last Saturday of June);
October to April, Monday-Friday 10.00-
15.30. Admission free. Donations to
Museum Fund.

THE LANCASHIRE
FUSILIERS

L Regimental Museum

Discuer the history of this famous British
Regiment from its foundation in 1688, and its
connection with Wolfe, Wellington and Napoleon.
Open: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,
Saturday. 9.30am to 4.30pm
Admission: Adults 50p, OAP & children 25p
Wellington Barracks, Bolton Road, Bury BL8 2PL.
Telephone: 0161-764 2208

THE ARGYLL & SUTHERLAND

HIGHLANDERS

The Castle, Stirling FK8 1EH

Tel: 01786 475165.
The museum contains fine displays of
Silver, Colours, Uniforms, Medals,
Weapons and artifacts. There is a World
War | theme and dioramas with com-
mentaries. Entry is free, but donations
are welcome.

WALES'

LONDON
THE NATIONAL ARMY THE ROYAL WELCH
MUSEUM FUSILIERS
Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea, The Castle, Caernarvon, Gwynedd
London SW3 4HT. LL55 2AY.

Tel: 0171-730 0717

Tel: 01286 673362.

the Battle of Waterloo. Open daily 10.00 am to 5.30pm.

Closed Jan 1, Dec 24-25, Open Summer 09.30-18.30. Winter
Eoo{? Fri?‘;'liy and early May B;ank (end Oct to end March) 09.30-16.00.

oliday (May 8). Admission free. i =

KENT y (May 8) Winter Sundays 11.00-16.00.
ROYAL ENGINEERS SOLDIER MAGAZINE - SOUTH WALES BORDERERS
MUSEUM MUSEUM

Brompton Barracks, Chatham 50 YEARS ON The Barracks, Brecon, Powys LD3 7EB.

Kent ME4 4UG : Visit The National Army Museum, Tel: 01874 613310.

Tel: 01634 406397
Saturday 22 July to Sunday 29
October — special VJ Day exhibition.
The forgotten army and the Royal
Engineers in the war against Japan.

Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea,
London SW3 4HT and see an
exhibition in celebration of the 50th
anniversary of Soldier, the British
Army Magazine. See above for
opening times.

VENJ day picture exhibition in summer.
New video on Zulu wars £10.50
including postage.

Open 09.00-17.00 April to September,
every day. October to March weekdays.
Admission £1.







Five years and eight months of
war in Europe had ended in vic-
tory. The people of Britain went
out onto their streets to cele-

]

brate. They walked in their tens

of thousands to Whitehall and

Buckingham Palace.

~\
( VICTORY
PARADE

OVERLEAF: VE Day
in 1945 was a day
of spontaneous joy,
an informal celebra-
tion of a great victo-
ry in Europe. But
there were still
months of bitter
fighting to be done
in the Far East
before all our sol-
diers, sailors and
airmen returned
home.

The pageantry
which marked the
end of the Second
World War had to
wait a little while yet.

This photograph,
first published in
Soldier a year later,
in June 1946, was of
the great Victory
Parade in London.
Taken from the top
of Admiralty Arch, it
shows the columns
marching towards
Buckingham Palace

One report said 300,000
people spent all night long in

Not quite the end

in the distance.
\_ J
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of victory.

NOT everybody was able to relax
when the Germans surrendered,
as Pie Arthur Ellis, a King's Own
Yorkshire Light Infantry “D-Day
Dodger”, found out in Italy. Cele-
brations were cut short as the
British, Americans and New
Zealanders were stood to arms
again.

“When we heard Churchill’s
speech about the war in Italy
being over, we flung our tin hats
and ammunition away, but the
next day were told we were going
to Yugoslavia to sort out partisans
still fighting for the Nazis,” he
said.

Tito’s partisans were also ready
to fight to take over disputed Ital-
ian and Austrian land and had to
be faced down in probably the
first confrontation of the
approaching Cold War.

“Some of the partisans were
just little kids who had Mills
grenades which they threw at us,”
he remembers.

Arthur Ellis first joined the

front of the Palace. And the
Royal Family went into the sun- time:

bathed streets to share the joy

A family celebrates

As Soldier recorded at the

“Maybe the greatest thing of
all was the absence of pomp

of the war

militia then the 2nd Battalion,
The l.ondon Scottish with a
Gordon Highlanders number in
1939. After guarding bridges
near Northolt, he volunteered for
the Middle East with the 1st Bat-
talion — known as “Maxwell’s
Circus” because of the 36 moves
it made. Arthur also made many
moves after “losing” his unit while
hospitalised in Tripoli. He fin-
ished the war with the KOYLI but
always wore the capbadge of the
London Jocks.

From burning African sands to
snowy Austrian Alps, much of the
fighting for the 8th Army was
against a tough, well-equipped
and resourceful enemy.

In Italy the Allies were usually
outnumbered because they were
periodically depleted to provide
manpower for other fronts, par-

and ceremony - just a police-
man here and there who
laughed and said: ‘Move over a
little, please.” And some of the
great British family moved over,
and their Queen moved on and
mingled with them.

“The Royal Family and their
people had a very happy day.”

ticularly the “main effort” in Nor-
mandy. “I never saw more action
than in the north of Italy, and
though Monte Cassino was reck-
oned the worst fighting of the war,
the Gothic Line was very bad,
too,” recalls Mr Ellis.

With 23 divisions to the Ger-
mans’ 27, the final fighting was as
bitter as ever at the heavily forti-
fied Argenta gap in early April,
1945.

Pte Ellis took part in the last
push across the Po. Many took the
chance of celebrating the crossing
by “peeing in the Po”.

A few days before Montgomery
took the surrender of all German
forces in north-west Europe, the
campaign in Italy reached its
climax with a million Germans
surrendering to the 8th Army and
American 5th Army.

. boarding it, taking me out

TOWARDS the end of the war in Europe,
most of my compatriots who earlier, like
me, had had the misfortune to be taken
prisoner by the Germans were, sensibly,
prepared to stick things out and await liber-
ation. But me . . . impatient as always . . . |
just couldn’t wait.

During my period of captivity I had suc-
ceeded in escaping twice — with very differ-
ent results.

The first was in 1944 from Poland. The
spur was the devilish conditions in a Sile-

" sian coalmine, my transport — other than

my two feet — was a goods train (which
changed direction soon after the feat of

of Poland back into the
Reich proper) and a first-
class coach of a passenger
train in the company of a
couple of wunsuspecting
Luftwaffe officers (who
took me for a Hungarian).

My objective was the
advancing Red Army
which - perhaps fortu-
nately — I failed to reach,
and my fate was to fall into

In this endeavour 1 was
caught and sentenced to

the hands of the Gestapo
who gave me the full treat-
ment before transferring
me to the transit cage of
Auschwitz.

The second escape took
place in Czechoslovakia
following  the  worst
excesses of the terrible
“death march” and migra-
tion of millions fleeing or
being forced to flee ahead
of the aforesaid Red Army.

Unable to contact the
partisan movement as
hoped, I found succour —
and a wife — from a brave

Christopher Portway
pictured soon after the war

Christopher Portway’s
war ended when he was
shot at by the advancing
American Army. What hap-
pened before that is the stuff
of books. He enlisted in The
Essex Regiment in 1942,
transferred to The Daorset
Regiment in 1943 and was
captured at Caen in Nor-
many on July 10, 1944. He
is now a travel writer and

Uves in West Sussex

7

104 years in jail for
“spying”. Eventually
released, | wooed and
won the girl — but that’s
another story.

So, after a further bout
of slavery, this time for
German Railways in
Bavaria, I suppose I was
pushing my luck by doing
a bunk vet again. Not that
it was all that difficult in
that late stage of the war,
and with the Americans
as my intended liberators.

While leaning on my
shovel in the railway yards

Afu.ﬂ of parcels with me. But wheelbarrows

are not the most convenient modes of
transportation for long-distance travel so,
in a village, I swapped it for a smart
chromium-plated baby-carriage — transfer-
ring the sleeping infant to the barrow, the
goodies to the perambulator — and lit out

for the horizon.
I felt a bit of a charlie; a British soldier
taking a load of cartons for walkies in a
swish baby-carriage

Czech family.

Long after the cessation of hostilities and
the regaining of contact with the lady in
question who daily had brought me fodder,
the only method I could envisage to be with
her was by cutting my way through the Iron
Curtain via three electrified and mined
fences.

a force of 400 United
States bombers “took out”, as they say,
both the target and town to which it
belonged.

Being in the middle of the former I was
lucky to survive. A Red Cross parcel train
had been hit so when I took off on my own
I departed in style, taking a wheelbarrow

through rural Ger-
many in wartime,
but nobody turned
a hair.

A Wehrmacht
soldier in full battle
gear into whom I
bumped gave me a

situation report
when [ politely
Anne enquired about the

whereabouts of the

front line. He even suggested I take to the

fields since about 10,000 of his colleagues

would soon be retreating down those
@ Turn to next page
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/By pram to
freedom

® From Page 25

roads. So I took his advice and was
negotiating a fence when a Thun-
derbolt fighter-bomber of the USAF
made a sneaky low-level attack on
my pride and joy. Spreadeagled on
the ground I watched the pram col-
lapse under a swatch of half-inch
cannon shells.

There and then I decided to go to
ground and allow the war to pass me
by. Gluttony it was that pinpointed
the wood in which to do so since it
was the nearest to which to carry my
hoard. But I craved understanding;
a couple of months before I'd been
trying to stay alive by sharing muddy
swedes with pigs.

For several days I lay up in that
copse watching the German army
fall back all around me as I stuffed
myself with spam and candy. A
would-be suicide squad set up a
spandau at the further end of my
copse but a salvo of shells, their
bursts chasing one another across
the open meadowland towards the
do-or-die trio - persuaded them that
life was sweet and they left in some
disorder.

More shells and mortar bombs
fell around me and things got dis-
tinctly uncomfortable. Then all
went quiet.

Next morning I joined a cowherd
milking his charges as if a small
matter like a world war was not
going to interfere with his routine,
and from him I learnt that
“Amerikano panzers” were just over
the brow of the hill.

Incredulous, I dashed off, my
heart pumping with the effort, to
gain the crest, there to behold the
beautiful sight of six Shermans
laagered below.

But my beholding was short-lived
as a burst of machine-gun fire again
had me grovelling in the dirt.
During the pause that followed I
shouted my credentials but it
seemed that GlIs had heard similar
stories before to their cost.

There followed a ludicrous
exchange on the subject of baseball
and football teams then in vogue.
But it was my very lack of knowledge
on these subjects that decided things
in my favour, the Americans con-
cluding that, so ignorant was I that I
just had to be a limey.

My hands high in the air, I was
allowed to walk slowly forward into
a multitude of levelled hardware. I
was a prisoner no more.

®Christopher Portway finished the
war in the company of the American
Third Army advancing steadily
towards the Czech border.

A - 4
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One for

THE DRINKING fountain on the left as
one passes through the huge double gates
of Bergen-Belsen camp is a provision for
basic human comfort that none of the orig-
inal occupants of this desolate place could
have hoped for, writes Phil Wilcox

But on April 15, 1945, relief of a kind did
arrive for the 60,000 prisoners — albeit too
late for the vast numbers who were dying or
dead from disease and starvation.

At 15.30 hours, Brig Glyn Hughes,
Deputy Director of Medical

bears a simple, stark plaque to signify the
vast numbers of corpses buried under-
neath.

“Hier ruhen 800 (or 1,000 or, astonish-
ingly, 5,000) tote. April 1945”, they read.

On top of the plaques, over the years,
pebbles, pine cones and flowers have been
placed as a simple gesture of remembrance.

Another pathway is punctuated by sym-
bolical gravestones, and a more recent
commemorative stone from former Israeli

president Chaim Herzog.

Services, 2nd Army, and an
anti-tank battery of 63 Anti-
Tank Regiment, RA,
entered the camp.

They immediately set
about organising the decent
rehabilitation of men,
women and children incar-
cerated there, and the
unpleasant duty of burying
the thousands of corpses
which lay alongside their
living counterparts in huts
or strewn across pathways. their

On a chilly spring after-
noon in 1995, the paths
between the 12 ominous

staff

(Shortly after VE Day, )
Soldier writer Capt
Richard Elley and
photographer
Sgt Monty Berman
witnessed the sym-
bolic burning of the
last hut at the infa-
mous Bergen-Belsen | ;.
concentration camp.
Fifty years on, two of
present-day
counterparts followed
\in their footsteps.

Near the vast memorial
wall, with its inscriptions in
Hebrew, Latin, English,
Russian, Polish and several
other languages, a woman
openly wept.

A single sprig of roses
and a tribute from a young
Europeans’ group were
propped against the memo-

In the hollow centre of
each figure nine at the base
of the nearby obelisk, where
1943/1944/1945 had been
) meticulously carved, a

single red nightlight had

mounds echoed eerily to the
footfalls of modern-day pilgrims to the
camp.

Muted, reverent exchanges were the only
sound one could hear, except for the dis-
tant drone of the traffic on the road to
Hanover.

Row upon row of virtually leafless trees
lined the horizon and, in the distance, an
obelisk speared the skyline like a space
rocket.

But it was the mounds which immediate-
ly caught the eye.

Covered in sparse, brown gorse which
does not change, year in, year out, each

been placed.
Three generations of one family

approached from the direction of the camp

entrance. The little girl held the mother’s
hand, her elder brother his grandmother’s.

When they had paid their tribute to a rel-.

ative, they might write something in the

adjacent Belsen museum’s current visitors’ -

book — already bulging, though the first
entry had only been written in January.

In the coach park, a boy among a laugh-
ing party of German schoolchildren who
had visited the camp was wearing an Amer-
ican-style jacket which, whether by con-
scious irony or nof, bore the slogan on the

End of the nightmare. Children enjoy swings put up by a REME detachment at Belsen

Picture: Mike Weston

Above - Bleak, but not soul-less, and a per-
manent reminder for generations to come:
one of the mounds at Bergen-Belsen

Right — End of a cruel era: Belsen burns,
May 1945

back in English: “To live and die in the
ghetto.”

Today, not a great distance from Belsen-
Bergen, members of the RAMC form part
of the units based at Hohne, and a barracks
in the sprawling Army camp has been
named in honour of Brig Glyn Hughes.

He would surely have appreciated a note
of symbolism which occurred as the Soldier
team was being driven back to Hohne from
Belsen, along the road where, in the other
direction, and more than half a lifetime
ago, thousands of unsuspecting prisoners
had walked from the railway station to the
camp.

A single magpie flew out of the forest and
settled on a nearby roadsign . . .

®Richard Elley recalls that his
chief memory of the few hours
he spent at Belsen 50 years ago is
of a survivor — a small boy in an
oversize cap — standing com-
pletely alone. He had “a haunted
look about him, not one I would
like to see again”.

But the day was not without
black humour.

“The last hut, complete with
a huge flag and picture of Hitler
covering it, was due to be
‘torched” by two vehicles
equipped with flame-throwers.

“While all the spectators were
waiting for the ceremony to
start, someone accidentally
pressed the wrong button and
the hut was nearly burned down
prematurely.”

It was a highly emotional
occasion, he says, but, half-a-
century on, he has no intention
of returning.

MANY other British
Army units and mem-
bers of voluntary organ-
isations played their
part in saving 27,000
lives at Bergen-Belsen.

On April 17, two days
after the arrival of Brig
Glyn Hughes and 63
Anti-Tank Regt, came
32 CCSs, followed the
next day by 113 LAA
Regt, RA, 224 Military
Government  Detach-
ment and HQ, 10 Garri-
son, which was in

Qontrol of the camp

/They saw the horror

until April 30, when 102
Control Section took
over.

Other Army units
which worked at the
camp were: 35 CCS; 11
Lt Field Ambulance; 163
Field Ambulance; 30
and 76 Field Hygiene
Sections; 7 Mobile Bac-
teriological Laboratory;
9 (British) General Hos-
pital; 102 and 104
Mobile Laundry and
Bath Units; Mobile Bath
sections of 11th
Armoured, 15th Scot-

tish and 6th Airborne
Divisions; Camp
DADOS Dump; Camp
Laundry; 1575 (Light)
and 1576 (Heavy)
Artillery Platoons,
RASC; 166 DID; 224,
618 and 904 Military

Government  Detach-
ments; HQ, Military
Government (SMGO);

DP Assembly Team; 3
Mil Gov ID; 113 REME
Workshops; Fire and
Water Gp HQ; 14 Ampli-
fier Unit; and JAG War
Crimes Commission. /
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A great moment captured on a
forbidden camera. The time
was 0930 on April 12, and the
first US Army jeep was arriving
at the gates of Oflag 79, a PoW
camp in Brunswick, Germany.
The picture was one of a
number taken by British War
Office photographer Lt G Van-
derson inside German PoW
camps and published exclu-
sively in Soldier.

Lt Vanderson, captured at
Tobruk in June 1942 and taken
to Italy, was recaptured after
the armistice with Italy and
transferred to Germany.

He spent most of the rest of
the war in Oflag 79, “acquir-
ing” a number of forbidden

severe punishment by taking
pictures — and, incredibly,
developing them on home-
made equipment — of life in the
camp.

When he heard the guns of
the approaching liberators he
positioned himself in the attic
of a building overlooking the
camp gates and waited . . .

His patience was rewarded
when the first jeeps of the
American 9th Army drove up a
track leading to the PoW camp.

Twelve days later he and the
other prisoners were returned
to England by a fleet of Dako-
tas which landed on a wrecked
Luftwaffe airfield to the north
of Oflag 79.

cameras and risking

After the guns ...

Please extend my congratula-
tions and sincere thanks to Cfn J
Prebble on his article “After the
Guns . . . the Cuckoo” (Soldier
No 7). As the saying goes, “only
Lucifer himself knows hell.”
So only the man who has
fought, starved, sweated and
cursed his way through this
war can say: “Well it's over,”
and sit down in his fox-hole
and have a good cry. Thanks a
lot. — Tpr C Mitchell, A Sqn, 7
RTR.

— Letter to the Editor, Sol-
dier, June 1945.

(Footnote: John Prebble
went on to win acclaim as
a novelist, historian, film
writer and author of drama-
tised documentaries for
TV and radio. His ftrilogy
The Highland Clearances,
Glencoe and Culloden are
classic works of Scottish
history.)
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SOLDIER
MAGAZINE

One of the first men out
of the British Army at
the end of the Second
World War
according to Soldier ,
RSM Charlie Stilwell.
And the magazine’'s
cameras were at his
home in Farnham, Surrey to
record his return to civvy street. The picture
shows Mrs Stilwell waiting at the front door. For
RSM Stilwell it was a journey that had started
when he joined the Hampshires as a lad of 17. In

1914 he had gone to India to serve for two years.

was,

The pin-up in every soldier’s
dreams — his ticket back to civvy
street. On arrival at a dispersal
unit, he would be handed Army

Book X 801, Soldier’s Release
Book Class “A”.

A small, buff-
coloured document
of 13 pages, already
perforated and
ready to be torn
out as necessary.

By the time the
soldier received

Book X 801 two

vital pages — 3

and 4 - were
already  miss-
ing, having

been removed

at the disembarkation camp.
Pages 3 and 4 notified the author-
ities of impending release and
contained particulars filled in by
the man’s unit overseas.

On a table in the dispersal unit
was a pile of money, each man
receiving a couple of weeks’
allowance to tide him over.

Fixed payments laid down that
a warrant officer should be given
£10, staff sergeants and sergeants
£8, lance sergeants and corporals
£7, and lance corporals and pri-
vates £6.

The inside of the front cover
was covered with circles, ready for
the Post Office stamp when the
ex-soldier drew his pay and
allowances.
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GVHILE MONTY was receiv-

ing the surrender of the Ger-
mans at Liineburg Heath on
May 4, 1945, Soldier’s Ken
Pemberton-Wood was in the
tent next door, helping to send
the story to a news-hungry
world.

He remembers it as a very
busy time, assisting press pho-
tographers  and  writers.
Liineburg was, after all, the

\Aldershot of the German

Army and the surrender was
arguably the biggest PR job of
the war.

“The roads were absolutely
filled with thousands of
German prisoners, all very
depressed and flinging their
rifles onto dumps,” said Ken.

The officers who arrived for
the surrender ceremony were
straight-backed and arrogant,
while Montgomery was quite

A newsman at the surrender

“Excitement was bread and
butter to us because we were
in the news business and
weren’t surprised at anything
that came our way,” said Ken.

“We tagged along behind

troops with tanks and any one
else going up the line.”

Ken enlisted in the Royal
Artillery and was commis-
sioned in the field from staff
sergeant to captain. He later

Army News Unit, of which
Soldier was part.

British Army News Units
collected news and arranged
facilities for photographers
and writers, passing on any-

“Everybody in the informa-
tion business was concentrat-
ed into the Forward Press
Camp. We fed and slept them,
provided transport and were
their intelligence. We got all

on at the front and the
reporters went with us to
where the action was.”

He joined Number 2 Press
Relations Section at Eind-
hoven in 1944 just after the
Arnhem disaster, and followed
the front edge of battles such
as the Ardennes offensive, the
bloody Reichswald campaign,
and the crossing of the Rhine.

One of his saddest memo-

off, knowing they were target-
ing London. Nobody realised
the horror of what they would
see at Belsen.

“We didn’t bother with the
German troops much,” he
remembers. “They were no
longer marching — they were
walking along like Belsen pris-
oners and  were  very
depressed, though the officers

relaxed, recalls Ken. the

infantry and forward

commanded No 1 British

thing of interest,

the information that was going

ries is of seeing the V2s taking

tried not to show it.” /

fog-dispersal unit”

“Here’s old Foser — back from a

Where's the beer?

WHAT is the present position with
regard to Good English Beer for issue to
the troops? We in this unit have not
seen one little drop since mid-Decem-
ber 1944, and | think that something

should be done about it.

As far as | can ascertain, there seems
to be no general shortage in “back

areas”.

Why cannot the back areas be trans-
ferred forward so that we may all have

“a go”.

Surely we have earned it? — Maj J C
Stormonth Darling, 52 (L) Div Recce

Regt RAC.

Naafi’'s answer is: Where we are able
to brew beer locally — and we are in
most parts of North-West Europe — we
make sure that the beer is of the same
gravity and quality as English. It saves
labour and shipping space. We provide
malt and other ingredients, but at the
moment we are held up by the general

coal shortage.

|What clothes?

WITHOUT intending to deride the Ser-
vice issue of civilian clothing, | must
point out that it is not everyone's idea of
what should be worn, and after six
years of regimentation we deserve a

break. — Cpl D Adams, 105 SP, RAF.

— Plaintive letters to Soldier, June

1945
N

g

Soldier turned
sailor for the
Rhine crossing

ON MARCH 21, 1945 we
prepared again for battle, this
time the assault across the
Rhine, in support of the 51st

Highland Division, : Squadron,
Réﬁs. £ Mo Staffordshire Yeo-
Whether by accident or manry QORR,

design, the officers’ and
sergeants’ liquor issue from the
Naafi arrived the following
day, and as was usual all ranks
were invited to partake, which
we did with gusto.

About midnight we began
moving by squadrons to the
inflation area between Cleve

(Bernard Cuttiford,
a trooper serving
with 2 Troop, C

recalls vividly the
day he turned into
a soldier-sailor for
the Rhine cross-
ing. His tank
foundered on a
sandbank and he eventually reached his
objective across a pontoon bridge and in
\a new tank. y

\

and Calcar. There was a fair
way to travel in pitch darkness,
and, of course, no lights could be shown.

At the inflation area flotation screens
were erected by means of rubber pillars
inflated by compressed air and then locked
in position with steel struts, thus turning
our Sherman tanks into boats . . . I never
wanted to be a sailor.

At 21.00 the Highland Division started
crossing under our artillery barrage. Soon
afterwards our recce party under Lis
Kennedy and Pead followed in Buffaloes
(tracked amphibious carriers) to prepare
the exits on the far bank. Lt Pead was
wounded and had to be evacuated, but Lt
Kennedy was able to complete the task and
signal the leading tanks to their landing
points.

C Squadron, under Maj P B Griffin MC,
led the assault.

We were shelled heavily while we pre-
pared. Jerry knew there was something
going on and laid down a heavy bombard-
ment during which our screens, which were

made of canvas, were holed several times.
Unable to use lights, we had to feel around
and patch any holes we found.

Then came the order to move. I started
up and waited my turn, lst Troop, C
Squadron, then mine — 2nd Troop. “Driver
advance” came the order over the inter-
com, I engaged emergency low and let out
the clutch, relying on the commander
(Capt Dennis Underhill) to give me streer-
ing instructions as, when the screen was
raised, the driver was blind without an
extended periscope. After a short time,
came the order “Driver halt” and then
“Driver prepare to launch”, “Driver
advance”.

I moved off and felt the tank start to dip
down the river bank. I eased her down,
using the steering tillers which were also
brakes. She levelled up and we were afloat.
I released the propeller catches, allowing
them to drop down and engage in bevel
gears running off the tracks’ idler wheel.

I gave it full throttle and put
on the lock. The steering at this
time was done by the comman-
der, standing on a metal plat-
form, using a large tiller bar —
like a barge —welded to the back
of the turret. The tiller was con-
nected via linkage to the pro-
pellers, which turned them to
give steerage.

As the action hotted up the
commander fitted his extended
periscope and climbed down
into the turret, telling me to
take over steering on his
instructions, by means of a
hydraulic tiller in the driving

“I was letting him off with a caution when he called me Himmier
and shouted ‘I've fought a war to get rid of the likes of you'!”

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

compartment. We made slow

progress diagonally into the strong current.
The river was about */s mile wide at the

point we crossed. Suddenly a yell from the

co-driver told us water was

turned on and breathing was then done

through the mouth.
Abourt three-quarters of the way over we
ran up a sandbank and the

pouring into his lap through the
ball mounting which usually
housed a .300 Browning
machine-gun.

We had either been holed in
the inflation area or by shelling
or small arms fire on the way
over. The commander shouted
on the intercom: “For God’s
sake, keep going . . . we are only
half-way over.”

The co-driver and I checked
our escape equipment, a minia-
turised version of the Davis Submarine
Escape Apparatus. The outfit fitted on the
chest like a gas mask with a flexible tube
with an on/off valve to the mouthpiece,
pulled in place with an elastic strap. A
spring clip was fitted to the nose, the valve

Bernard Cuttiford -
1945 style

engine stalled. Despite being
waterproofed, it would not
restart.

The co-driver and I stuck it
out until the water was over our
waists, the tank slowly sinking
into the sandbank. We climbed
out on to the hull, where we
were stuck like ducks in a
shooting gallery. The tank sank
lower and lower into the sand-
bank, until finally there were
five of us standing on the
turret, treading water.

We had started crossing at about 2am
and it was now getting light. Buffaloes
were scurrying to and fro carrying infantry,
ammunition and stores, and taking back
casualties and prisoners, but it was some

time before we could persuade one to take
us off as the shelling was so heavy.

We must have had charmed lives, as
despite near misses, no one was hit. Finally
we jumped on to a Buffalo drifting past and
so got back to the friendly shore where we
were immediately loaded into a three-
tonner and driven to an ordnance park to
collect a meal and a new tank.

Mine turned out to be a Sherman Firefly
with the British 17-pounder, and a Curtis
Wright Radial engine as used in aircraft, so
I had to get the tank park corporal to show
me how to start it. I had only been on
Chrysler-engined Shermans, and the Radi-
als had different instructions.

“Thought you were supposed to be a
b....y driver,” snapped the corporal, as he
went through the starting procedure. I
pondered his parentage but said nothing, I
eventually crossed the Rhine over a pon-
toon bridge because the Firefly was a land
tank and could not be used in the DD role.
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by Bill Aitkenhead

THE TRUE story of Soldier Bob has, to
my knowledge, never been told. Like many
anonymous soldiers, Bob’s name has never
appeared in a unit history of the 1939-45
conflict, but he deserves a mention, if only
because he was a canine warrior — a dog.

Bob, a born soldier, first saw the light of
day in an Army store at Redford Barracks
in Colinton, Edinburgh, in April 1940. He
was one of a litter of six to a border collie,
the result of a liaison with a local labrador.

The most alert of the litter, Bob was
spotted by Tom Maclaren, a Territorial sol-
dier from Dundee, and at six weeks the pup
snuggled into Tom’s battledress blouse to
begin what was to be a comradeship that
would last through the war and beyond.

Tom, an infantry signaller, worked on
the switchboard in the barracks where he
also had his bunk. It was in this little haven,
seldom inspected by authority, that Bob
spent the first months of his military career.

In late summer, 1940, Tom was posted
to the signals platoon of a Lowland Scots
battalion near Stranraer, which was where I
got to know Tom and his pal, Bob.

Bob was the most sensible dog I have
ever known. For intelligence and sheer
commonsense he put many of his two-
legged comrades to shame.

‘He never got in the way, like a good sol-
dier was always obedient, and maintained
an amiable relationship with all ranks from
private to colonel. In every way he was a
perfect comrade.

All that Tom had to say was: “Now lie
still Bob, man” and Bob would lie like a
stone image until bidden to do otherwise.
He was soon accepted into the signals pla-
toon in Hut 25. His black half-collie, half-
labrador shape with its white star on the
chest was a familiar but unobtrusive sight
around the camp in the winter of 1940-41.

If I said that Bob got on well with all
ranks there were one or two exceptions; he
could not stand regimental sergeant majors
or regimental police sergeants. Like the
sensible dog he was, he generally kept out
of their way, but then came the time when
Bob really blotted his military copybook.

One spring morning in 1941 the RSM
was holding a battalion drill parade on the
square. His stentorian voice lashed around
the huts as Bob lay at a discreet distance
and observed with ears pricked high.

Suddenly he got up and trotted over to
the RSM, growled and proceeded to tug at
the gaitered leg. A ripping noise of torn
cloth signalled the lower part of the RSM’s
trouser leg parting from the top. There was
a stunned silence, and then came the
explosion, with Bob running for dear life, a
torn piece of khaki cloth still in his mouth.

It was so untypical of Bob that I will
never understand what devil got into him
although I suspect that Bob had been the
target of the RSM’s highly-polished boot.
32

(

\

Bill Aitkenhead, now a
SSAFA caseworker in
south-east London,
spent VE Day in Maid-
stone Hospital, feeling
decidedly rough. A burst
eardrum - due to “loud
noises” on the Rhine —
and a rising temperature,
had dulled his apprecia-
tion of victory.

Bill had the rare experi-
ence of serving in all three
branches of the Armed
Forces. Aged 17 he volun-
teered for aircrew, but
joined the Royal Observer
Corps when he was told
he might have to wait a

year to be called up.

After service on the
coast of Aberdeenshire,
he was attached to an
American Liberty ship
which arrived off Omaha

Bill, then and now
Beach on the eve of the D-
Day landings and eventu-
ally converted to the Glider
Pilot Regiment in time for
the Rhine crossing.

The order went out to the regimental
police: “Find that dog and shoot him,” and
a great search took place. For three days
they looked, but Bob, with the connivance
of the whole battalion, was never found.
The company commander, in on the con-
spiracy, gave Tom a 36-hour, weekend pass
to get Bob out of camp and home to
Dundee to stay with Tom’s parents.

A reluctant Bob was temporarily dis-
charged with ignominy. As far as the boys
were concerned, he was a legend. He
became a temporary civilian, living with
Tom’s parents for nearly a year. But he
moped so badly for his comrade and master
that they begged Tom to take him back

By that time the battalion was in England
and a new RSM more kindly disposed to
dogs meant that Bob’s military sin could be
forgiven. He was welcomed back.

We were on a Norfolk training area most
of the time on exercises and Bob rode with
us in the 15cwt platoon truck. He shared
our life and rations and was regarded as a
member of the unit, proudly carrying on
his collar the cap badge of the regiment.

One of the most amusing sights of the
war to me was seeing Tom on guard duty at
the main gate with Bob at a discreet dis-
tance standing guard with him. When Tom
marched up and down on his beat so did
Bob, always at a decent three paces behind.

Until recently I had a yellowing, disinte-
grating “snap” taken by a member of the
platoon showing us on parade with Bob in
his place in the front rank, sitting rigidly to
attention. The broad grins on the tam-o’-
shanter-topped faces show it was all in fun.

D Day came and we went off to the con-
centration area for embarkation to France.
It was a unanimous decision that Bob was
to accompany us. Without going into too
many details, it was on D+15 that Bob
went ashore at Normandy. I will never
forget the look of astonishment on a Royal
Navy beachmaster’s face as the flap of the
canvas top of the signals truck was pushed

aside by an inquisitive snout. There fol-
lowed four dusty months of campaigning
through France and Belgium in which Bob
was our constant companion.

On a road in Belgium he was even hon- . -

oured by a pat from the great Monty. We
had halted for a roadside “brew-up” when

that exalted person stopped his staff car :

and offered us tins of cigarettes. y

He saw Bob sitting on the lowered tail-
gate of the truck, asked his name and said:
“Well old man, I can’t offer you cigarettes,
do you take ration chocolate?” Bob gazed
into the face of the field marshal and spréad
his mouth in an enormous yawn. Not guite
the way to treat the Army Group Comman-
der, but he got his chocolate all the same.

As infantry signallers we spent most of
our time at battalion HQ. Although just
behind the forward positions, HQ was near
enough to be shelled, or “stonked”, regu-
larly. Even in the heaviest-bombardment I
never saw Bob flinch. If it got really bad he
would lie with his eyes closed, ears flat, but
he took it like the soldier he was.

When we dug-in Tom would make a pit
large enough for Bob to sit in. Often, in the

Cartoons by George Robinson

The story of soldie
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lull of a “stonk”, I looked across to see
Bob’s black muzzle sticking above the
ground, sniffing the air expectantly.

In November 1944 on the wet and flat
Dutch landscape near the Lower Rhine we
took over positions from an American air-
borne division. During this time our battal-
ion shared the same group of farmhouses
with the outgoing US paratroop unit.

A tough, cigar-chewing Yank cook
sergeant took a fancy to Bob and offered
Tom $100 (then about £25) for him. Tom
refused but two hours after the Americans
had left it was clear that Bob had disap-
peared. The American cook had kid-
napped him, for we knew Bob would not be
enticed away from Tom, or from us. It had
been tried before.

Tom was inconsolable and there was
little we could do to cheer him up. The next
morning the
quartermaster,

grinning all over
his face, drew up
in his jeep. Sitting
on the back seat
was Bob.

A big cheer
went up from the
platoon and Bob
responded by
barking his head
off, one of the few
times I saw him
get excited. The
QM  explained
that he had over-
taken Bob trot-
ting back up the
line and had

offered him a lift. Around Bob’s neck was a
frayed rope.

He had broken free from the Americans,
now many miles to the south, probably
jumping off a truck. It took him a couple of
days to get over his long march, but he was
soon his old self again.

In December 1944 the Germans
launched their offensive in the Ardennes.
We were pulled out of Holland and sent
south in a blizzard to help to halt the seem-
ingly unstoppable panzers. In the deep
snow of the wooded hills of the Ardennes,
Bob had to struggle to move around.

A coat was made for him from an Army
blanket and, as Tom had been promoted
lance corporal, we felt it was only right that
the single chevron be sewn to Bob’s coat.

It was in the heavy fighting of the Reich-
swald Forest on the border of Germany in
February 1945 that LCpls Tom and Bob
were wounded. An air-burst from a
German 88mm cracked above our heads.
Tom had a lucky escape when shrapnel
ripped his steel helmet and in all probabili-
ty the same piece glanced off Bob’s back.

Our medical officer found that Tom had
been concussed and Bob required stitches
to the wound, but after two days in the
casualty clearing station they were returned
to duty. Tom said Bob never uttered a
whimper and soon recovered.

After that it was the crossing of the Rhine
and the drive into Germany where we
ended the war in May 1945. The only sep-
aration Tom and his dog had was when
Tom went home on leave.

We knew Tom must be returning when
Bob started to ger restive one day. Sure
enough, that evening Tom came back to a

rapturous welcome from Bob.

Just before the winter of 1945 set in we
moved out of requisitioned, German civil-
ian houses into a large barracks. Post-war
changes were taking place, including a new
CO and RSM who were determined to
reintroduce peacetime soldiering.

Dogs, apparently, did not figure in a
peacetime barracks setting and Tom was
told to get rid of Bob — or else! The argu-
ment that Bob had been an active member
of the unit for four years did not cut any ice.

The Werners, a German family living
near the barracks, were willing to look after
Bob. The two comrades then only met
when Tom was off-duty.

Time was coming for demob. Tom and
the majority of the signal platoon were in
Release Group 26, which consisted of the
younger men called up at the very begin-
ning of the war. What was to happen to
Bob? Tom was tempted to leave Bob with
the Werners. The family, especially nine-
year-old Ilse, loved the dog dearly and Bob
would be assured of a good home, but Tom
could not bring himself to part with him.

Tom felt that anyone, man or dog, who
had fought through north-west Europe was
entitled to return to his homeland.

The boys due for release in Group 26
agreed that between them they could get
Bob home. A special kitbag was prepared
with ventilation holes. The tricky part was
the journey by military train to Calais and
then the troop ship to Dover. Once we were
through the Army and customs control all
would be well. Of course, there were strict
regulations even then about the import of
animals but the danger of rabies from West-
ern Europe was at that time more theoreti-
cal and practically non-existent.

On a bitterly cold morning in February
1946, the Werners paid a tearful farewell to
Bob, who spent most of the next 24 hours
in his hiding place, surrounded by his old
comrades of the signals platoon.

Everything went well and fittingly Bob’s
military career ended where it had started,
at Redford Barracks, Edinburgh, by now a
release centre for demobbed Scottish sol-
diers.

Tom and Bob returned to Dundee to live
with Tom’s parents. They remained insep-
arable and I saw them from time to time. At
15 years the old soldier was fading, his daily
walk slower because of his rheumatism, his
eyes clouding over.

One day during their walk to the park it
happened suddenly and painlessly.

Bob gave a sigh and collapsed on the
pavement; a last look at his master full of
trust and loyalty and he was gone,

Although he, too, is no longer with us,
Tom could never bring himself to replace
Bob. “There will never be another like
him,” he said on the last occasion we met,
and to me this is the most fitting epitaph
that could be paid to Soldier Bob.
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‘Now our eyes turn to the East

THE other half of the war has
still to be won, Soldier remind-
ed its readers in a special VE
Day souvenir issue.

“There are two main cam-
paigns to consider — the battle
of the Pacific Islands and the
battle of the mainland of
South-East Asia, embracing
operations in Burma and
China.

“It is more than possible
that the two campaigns may

cans striking out from the
Philippines to the China
coast, making China the base
for the final assault on Japan.

“Combined sea and air
power gave Japan her swift
success in the Pacific, and by
the same instrument her con-
quests are being steadily
wrested from her.

“There can be no sort of
doubt about Japan’s ultimate
defeat, or the Allies’ determi-
nation that it shall be as com-

plete and final as that inflicted
on Germany.

“The question now is —
when, and how?

“The answer will be to carry
the war to the enemy with
ever-increasing vigour until
the job is finished.”

® At 0815 on August 6,
1945 a B29 bomber of the
21st US Army Air Force
dropped an atomic bomb on
Hiroshima, flattening a wide
area of the major port city and

killing 70,000 people. Three
days later, at 0915 on August
9, a B29 dropped a second
atomic bomb on Nagasaki.
On August 14 the Emperor of
Japan broadcast his surrender.
The formal close to hostilities
in South-East Asia came
about on September 12 when
Mountbatten accepted at Sin-
gapore the surrender of all
Japanese forces in his theatre.
The Second World War was

\be made one by the Ameri-

OVET. /

by Ex-Gunner Wallace Brereton

THE “DURATION” has a convenient
vagueness about it that enabled the Army
to hold on to those fit young men a little
longer. True, they had worked out a for-
mula to demobilise them based on age and
service.

However, my group, who had been in
khaki since September 1939, still had a
year added to our sentence . . . SOITY,
“duration”.

I was a signaller in a field artillery unit,
and as my battle-scarred battery rolled into
the outskirts of Hamburg towards the end
of April 1945 we knew the war was over.

We had established ourselves in a school
that was still intact when we were told it
was all over. The question now was: what
did the future have in store?

None of us believed that we would be
going home, and the most enduring
rumour was that we would become a kind
of police force to control any unruly
natives.

The younger ones would obviously be
kitted out for the orient.

I did not have long to wait for the answer.
I was called into the office and told that I
was to be a clerk, and dispatched to Brus-
sels.

The great Belgian capital was a scintillat-
ing fairyland after the rubble of Hamburg.
My only concern was that its many attrac-
tions would seriously erode my accumulat-
ed credit balance.

Class of 1945 at the School of Army Clerks, Liptad. Wallace Brer

in the field, the comfortable living condi~
tions were like a dream.

Everyone was amiable, the work was
interesting and all the fatigues were done
by civilians who were grateful for the
employment. Meals were of the highest
standard and served by pretty German
girls.

My fellow students had a variety of cap
badges and formation signs. All had the

Life after VE
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entrance IQ and there were no bullies.
Coming from different parts of the front,
they all had interesting experiences to
relate.

The most memorable day at Lippstadt
was when the word went round the school
that the war in the Far East was over. We
could not believe it, but heard that the
Americans had dropped an amazing new
bomb that had wiped out a city.

All too soon the course came

However, a permanent job
in Brussels was too good to be
true and within days I
returned to Germany on a
course to obtain qualifica-
tions.

I have been on many cours-
es in my time, but nothing was
to prepare me for the sheer
luxury of the clerks’ school in
Lippstadt. It was something

and a holiday camp. After life

( stein and Denmark

I Ninedaysinmay |}
|1 Hitler commits suicide on April 30, 1945, He leaves orders that his
body be burned.
{1 Churchill announces surrender of German forces in ltaly, May 2.
iJ Surrender of German forces in Holland, North-West Germany, the
German islands, accepted by
Montgomery at his headquarters near Liineburg on May 4, 1945.

1 Jodl surrenders on behalf of the German Supreme Command at
Rheims on May 7.
between a university campus \D General surrender formally ratified in Berlin on May 9.

to an end. We sat a simple
exam, the qualifications were
added to our records, and we
went our separate ways.

Unlike university, we all had
jobs to go to. I went to a small
unit of military intelligence . . .
but that’s another story.

I eventually returned home
in the summer of 1946. There
were no wild celebrations. The
Armistice had already faded
into history.

g
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THE Royal British Legion
has launched a campaign
to restore the two-minute
silence on Remembrance
Sunday. It deserves to
be successful and has
been backed by political
leaders, but | don't hold
much hope that it will
be respected by every-
one without a change
in public perception.

the Legion says,
people will remem-
ber what they want
to. It might be the
world wars, more
recent conflicts, or

today's peace-
keeping missions.
| recall church

parades on Re-
membrance Sun-
days when the young
soldiers would shuffle
into the gym, some with
their wives and babies,
some with their mates.
The smell of the curry
lunch would waft across
the square and they
would be impatient to get
the event over with.
There would be hymns
and a word from the
padre. Then the familiar,
haunting phrase from the
bugle echoing into
silence. At first the young
men and women looked
uncomfortable. As one
minute became two,
thoughts turned to the
seriousness of the occa-
sion. Who knows what
they were thinking . . .
| was always moved.
But this took place in an
environment where dis-
cipline, commitment and
tradition were part of the
fabric. | would suggest
these, for the most part,
have been abandoned
by Young England.
We've read much
about the shell-suited
inhabitants of Nelson
Mandela House who are
too unfit to join the Army.
The same youngsters
will be oblivious to any
sort of commemoration.
The Legion says they
might want to give thanks
that neither they nor their
parents have been called
upon to go to war. Is this
realistic? Even the Falk-
lands and Gulf conflicts
happened far away, a
gruesome soap opera
into which you could tune

In the silence, FE -

at any hour of day or
night. At no stage was
the UK itself threatened.

Those old enough to
remember a time when it

was would probably
thank God for that. But
the young have no such
memory. We need to
show the civilian world
that Service life is also
about day-to-day duty.
We need to see
Servicemen in uni-
form again. There
were good reasons
for the retreat into
civvies, but haven't
they passed? And
isn't that some-
thing for which to
be grateful?

Itd be easier to
explain to young
sters why we should
stand in silence out of
respect for men and
women in uniform if they
actually saw them on the
street instead of on TV
between Neighbours
and the cartoons.

| hope the Legion won't
take this as an attempt to
undermine the campaign.
They rightly say they are
the custodians of remem-
brance. That to maintain
peace and freedom we
must remember.

The RBL also invests
in the future through its
commitment to training.
In this it is doing some-
thing practical about
remembering.

| am one who grew up
with the long shadow of
war touching the rim of
my consciousness. This
VE Day, and every
Remembrance Day, | am
truly grateful that | am
free and safe because
other people died.

| remember the days
when traffic stopped and
transactions in the vil-
lage shop paused at 11
o'clock on the 11th day of
the 11th month. | wish it
were still so. .

But the world has
moved on and that is
what | am thankful for
now. That this is so is
due, in no small mea-
sure, to people like the
members of the Legion.
® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS
radio. Write to her at
BFBS, BFPO 786; or c/o
Soldier.
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The Princess of Wales
chats over lunch with
Cpl Paul Hammill (far
right) and Pte Liam Dif-
ford of the 1st Battalion,
The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment during
a visit to Lisanelly Bar-
racks at Omagh in
County Tyrone.

The Princess,
Colonel-in-Chief of the
regiment, also spoke to
children of the battalion
at their play school
(right).

She was met at RAF
Aldergrove by the GOC
Northern Ireland, Lt
Gen Sir Roger Wheeler,
and flew in a Queen’s
Flight Wessex to
Omagh where she was
welcomed to Lisanelly
Barracks by Lt Col John
Russell, CO 1 PWRR.

The Princess, on her
ninth visit to units in
Northern Ireland, spent
more than four hours
meeting officers, sol-
diers and their families.

HUGE payouts for unfair
dismissal of pregnant Ser-
vicewomen, the conviction
of Pte Lee Clegg and
market testing of health
services for the Armed
Forces were issues con-
cerning Army wives, the
1995 Adjutant General's
conference heard.

Giving one of the
keynote speeches, Mrs
Denise Chaganis, chair-
man of the Federation of
Army Wives (Germany),
told delegates at the
Queen Elizabeth Il Con-
ference Centre in London
of FAW's unique relation-
ship with the Army and
spoke on issues of con-
cern among wives.

Market testing of health
services was a cause of
great anxiety, she said.

While wives supported
the MoD’s aim of improv-
ing the service and reduc-
ing costs, it was essential
the health service contin-
ued to meet the needs of
transient Forces' families
in Germany and the UK.

Administrative and per-
sonal inconvenience must
be kept at a minimum, and
in Germany it was impor-
tant that priority for jobs

Mrs Denise Chaganis

being market tested con-
tinued to be given to suit-
ably qualified wives.

Many wives, said Mrs
Chaganis, had expressed
great discomfort over the
predicament of Pte Clegg,
the Parachute Regiment
soldier jailed for shooting
a joyrider in a car which
burst through a Belfast
checkpoint.

“Understandably, many
of them are confused and
worried about the pros-
pects for their husbands
on security operations or
peace-keeping duties.

“...where mistakes are

made on operations, will
they have to pack up their
quarter, move home to
mum and spend the next
five to ten years visiting
hubby in Her Majesty’s
Prison?”

Mrs Chaganis told the
Adjutant General, Gen Sir
Michael Wilkes, and his
audience that wives were
relieved that the MoD had
begun to fight back
against claims by women
for unfair dismissal. She
said huge payouts for loss
of career and potential
earnings for getting preg-
nant and having to leave
the Army, or for being a
lesbian, when the rules
were very much against
both, could not easily be
reconciled with the loss of
a soldier’s future after he
had lost his legs on exer-
cise or become a “cab-
bage” as a result of injury
on operations.

It was to be hoped pay-
outs would be kept to rea-
sonable levels, she said.

While Army  wives
appreciated the legal
requirement for equal
opportunities for womenin
the Armed Forces, they
were not happy when life

turned out to be unequal
for their husbands.

“For example, when
husbands have to do more
than their fair share
because female soldiers
are not physically up to
some of the jobs, or where
a pregnant soldier stays
on the regiment's books
but is wunfit for duty
because of the accepted
rules regarding employa-
bility of pregnant women.”

The allocation of mar-
ried quarters to pregnant
single Servicewomen was
another issue causing dis-
quiet among wives, partic-
ularly in remote garrisons
in Germany.

“Wives should not be
expected to rally round
giving practical support to
these female soldiers who
have no husband or family
to take care of them, and |
doubt that the regi-

mental welfare
system will be able
to cope.

“You can be
assured that any pri-
ority given on the
quartering list would
be deeply resented,”
said Mrs Chaganis.

On absence, she

said wives were quite
happy for their husbands
to go away on operational
tours, but called for suffi-
cient quality time at home
between tours, deploy-
ments and exercises.

“It seems to me that
there are no inbuilt safe-
guards, checks and bal-
ances in today's model
Army to help promote and
preserve healthy mar-
riages, and with the new
style overstretch, contin-
ued uncertainty about the
future and what could be
regarded as deteriorating
welfare services, care
must be taken not to give
wives an impossible task
on the home front.”

Looking to the future,
Mrs Chaganis said her
organisation was rankless
but needed the support of
senior wives. “We must

(J Denise Chaganis summed up
FAW’s relationship with the Army by
quoting from Cari Roberts’s column
in Soldier: “The Federation of Army
Wives is the envy of many an Army
officer for the way its representa-
tives are granted access to the Maj Gen Mike
people who make the decisions. It is
a privilege the Federation takes very
seriously.”

Wives’ unease

move with the times and
be a truly representative
body by encouraging
young and new Army
wives to become
involved.”

She said the Federation
had no desire to be seen
as an anti-establishment
organisation “hell bent on
lobbying against any
unpalatable decisions”.

She concluded: “We
are prepared to stand up
and be counted where the
fabric of military society is
being threatened as a
result of changing atti-
tudes or legislation, or
simply a lack of funding.

“There is nothing delib-
erately militant about this.
For the vast majority of
wives, the Army is a way
of life, and there is much
about this way of life that
needs to be preserved
and protected.”

® The main speak-
ers at the conference
were Maj Gen Tim
Granville-Chapman,
the Assistant Chief
of the General Staff;

Regan, Chief of Staff
HQ AG and Director
Adjutant General's

Time for Princess of Wales drops in on her regiment in County Tyrone
silence...

Corps; Brig David Webb-
Carter, Director Personal
Services (Army); Maj Gen
Jack Deverell, Director
General Army Manning
and Recruiting; and Brig
Gage Williams, Director of
Resettlement.

Delegates also heard
Anthony Beevor, historian
and author of Inside the
British Army, speak on the
Army’'s standing in the
public eye, and Patrick
Elias QC on the impact of
social legislation on the
Armed Forces.

Defence Secretary Mal-
colm Rifkind attended the
final session and gave the
closing address.

He said the new
Defence Housing Execu-
tive would provide a real
opportunity for all Service
married quarters to be
brought up to the highest
standard.

He emphasised that the
Bett Review was a discus-
sion document and that no
part of it would be forced
on the Army. The period
of consultation was de-
signed to give the Service
the fullest opportunity to
influence its development
into the next century.

FESTYLE

SPOUSES - RESETTLEMENT

Pictures: MNT HQNI

Points from
the Adjutant
Generals
Conference

TOUR GAP: The Army is
moving towards a three-
year cycle of training,
commitments and oper-
ations that should see a
27-month tour gap in
place by 1997.

3 AGENCIES: Direc-
torates of Recruiting
and Manning, and of
Training will become
Defence Agencies and
the Services Children’'s
Schools organisation is
to become a world-wide
agency.

J BETT: The Bett
Review is not a savings
exercise. Its recommen-
dations for the British
Army of 2010 will be
carefully examined, and
wide consultation will
take place. Its strategic
thrust is sound, but
there is a need for cau-
tion so that the unique
structure of Army life is
not unbalanced.

d DRUG TESTING:
Twenty units and 2,500
individuals have been
tested under the Com-
pulsory Drug Testing
(CDT) regime. Four hun-
dred tests are outstand-
ing. Fifteen individuals
tested positive for use of
cannabis, ecstasy or
amphetamines. Testing
will be expanded to
Northern Ireland and
Germany, and to troops
on exercise.

CDT is already a great
success story in the
Army and the drug-free
society it will help to
create will be seen as a
huge attraction by many
outside the Service.

1 MEDALS: Papers
for 500 Accumulated Ser-
vice Medals have been
processed by the Army
Record Office at Hayes
so far. Records are prov-
ing difficult to verify.

J GLASGOW: The
Army Personnel Centre
is on target to open in
Glasgow by April 1997
and will aim for Defence
Agency status.

J NEW JOBS: The
Services Employment
Network found jobs for
6,000 leavers during the
past year, the Regular
Forces Employment
Agency placed 4,902 in
work, and 83 per cent of
redundees who took
advantage of the Coutts
job search briefing had
a job on the day they left
the Service.
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Write to : SOLDIER Ordnance Road Aldershot Hants GU11 2DU

DEEPCUT TRAINED,
AND STILL ONLY 16

AT LAST I have spotted in
Soldier a reference to the
Infantry Leaders Training Bat-
talions (R ] McCormack, April
17). I believe they were formed
around 1943 to cater mainly
for young volunteers of 17'/2,
most of whom had received
pre-Service ACF training.

In 1945 I went to the 29th
Battalion at North Frith Bar-
racks, Deepcut, near Alder-
shot, and I understand other
battalions were stationed at
Derby (28th), Ayr (30th) and

Belfast (31st). We received six
months’ intensive training
before joining the infantry reg-
iment of our choice. In theory
we were then 18 years of age.

Around V] Day, a group of
us wrapped our sergeant in his
blankets while he was sleeping
and dumped him on the
parade ground. We nipped
back to our first floor barrack
room and watched him come
in before diving back into bed
“fast asleep”.

He got his own back by

ordering the platoon to cam-
ouflage with ferns in a nearby
wood, then doubled us up and
down until the foliage had
fallen out of our battle order.
As master of ceremonies at
our passing out dance, the
same sergeant announced that
we were now “trained soldiers”
— which greatly pleased me as,
having falsified my age to join
up, I was still only 16 years old.
— Mal Martin, Beccles and
District Branch secretary,
Suffolk Regt OCA, Suffolk.

{How can
ithey sue?

i | FAIL to understand how
‘| Servicemen who have vol-
i unteered to serve their
‘| country can possibly sue
| the MoD for supposedly
| being the victims of Post
] Traumatic Stress Disorder.

| Unlike the conscripts of
| the Second World War, and
i| National Servicemen who
{| saw action in Malaya, Korea
i1 and elsewhere, those who
| fought in the Falklands did
| so as paid Regulars who
| knew that enlistment in one
il of the three Services

| entailed the possibility of
| active service. — Brig (Retd)
:f: E D Smith, Devon.

Stick man correspondent on

THE smartest soldier on
parade with the guard at the
Reconnaissance Corps Train-
ing Centre, Catterick, in 1945
was made stick man (Letters,
April 17) and did not do the
guard duty. I was one of the
lucky stick men.

I am also an ex-soldier who

should be entitled to a Suez
Canal Zone medal (1951-52).
More power to your efforts
in providing such an excellent
forum for this injustice.
Finally, although I can’t
claim to have read every copy
of Soldier, I took the magazine
most of my Service life

(depending where I was sta-
tioned) from 1945 to my retire-
ment in 1993. Now I find it
even more interesting as a
means of keeping up with the
modern Army. ~ Maj (Retd)
Adrian Harding, Plymouth.
® Soldier wishes you a long and
happy retirement. ~ Editor

STICK men had to be exact in
every detail — hair, nails, brass-
es, boots, studs, heels, creases,
webbing, rifle gleaming, barrel
lightly oiled. As a gunner at
Barry Island (1941-43) I was
stick man a few times. — A J
Jewell (ex-124 LAA Regt
and 29th Fd Regt ), Surrey.

SPECIAL VE AND VJ DAY COMMEMORATIVE OFFER! |

Victory in Europe and the Pacific 1945
a celebration on video

§'!'AA[R5
wWESTTED Sy

narrated by Roy Hudd — President of the British Music Hall Society

V.E

Donald
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Don't miss your chance
to own this special
commemorative video

or by post

| enclose cheque/postal order made payable to Home Entertainment for £

This exceptional video celebrates a galaxy
of stars from variety, music hall and radio.
Using the finest quality B.B.C. archive
footage, you can now enjoy in the comfort
of your own home, classic performances
from Donald Peers, Anne Ziegler and
Webster Booth, Rawicz and Landauer,
Wilson Keppel and Betty, George Robey,
Revnell & West, Elsie and Doris Waters,
Ella Retford and many’ others.
Sir Winston Churchill believed that some of
his most powerful weapons were these
brilliant entertainers who never spared
themselves in lifting the spirits of everyone
on the home and battle fronts.

Each video pack includes
a FREE coin from the
war years

ORDER DIRECT/NOW ON OUR
24 HOUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0117-9767630

.......... or debit my Visa/Access

G

wish to receive other exceptional offers from us and associated companies please tick box [ | HESOLDIERO1

1

1

1
Card No.

: W l [ | | | 1 [ l | | mEO TITLE Price | Qty |TOTAL
SRR .. i ciuiianscsin fiSoiiamsininsnasin Expiry Date.......... 7 T 7

: S SR e Stars of Victory  |£12.99

el s e e e Bt GRAND TDTAL E

i PUsECode .. C2i0u 2 iag s LR I Rl R ML

1 NOW SEND COMPLETED COUPON TO - STARS OF VICTORY OFFER

I PO BOX 100, COLNE, LANCS BB8 9JS
(PLEASE ENSURE PAYMENT TO HOME ENTERTAINMENT IS ENCLOSED) EM,C;;\SE

] Please aflow up to 28 days for defivery. E&QE. Goad are subject to availability. Offer applies o UK only. It you do not E = ;
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IN RESPONSE to J F
Coombes’s letter (April 3) and
his query about the Caernar-
von tank, it was only a trials
tank used to test the automo-
tive components of the Con-
queror as these were ready
before its turret.

There were two types of
Caernarvon, one with a con-
ventional Centurion turret,
the other with a heavier mock
turret simulating the weight of
the Congqueror turret.

The mock turrets were
cylindrical with extra weights
bolted to their tops, giving a

castellated appearance, and
nicknamed the “Castle Line”
or “Windsor” turrets. Mr
Coombes is correct: the
14th/20th King’s Hussars did
the desert and hot weather
trials in Libya, I think in early
1954. In Germany, one
Caernarvon of each type was
tested by the 8th Royal Tank
Regiment. From memory, I
think the Windsor arrived in
1953 and the Centurion-tur-
reted one in February 1954.
Initially I was trials officer.
My successor, David Han-
cock, took the two tanks down

Big tank was for trials only

to the American Zone to test
the US Army’s new bridge.
This was necessary because
the British Army had exceed-
ed all previously agreed bridge
sizes and classifications by
producing this 13ft wide, 65-
ton tank.

The tanks’ drivers, Cpls
Parker and Mortimer, greatly
impressed Gen Hodges, the
US Army Commander, with
their skill in taking the new
tanks across the bridge at
speed (20 mph) with only two
inches of deck width to spare.

The other thing which

impressed the Americans was
the ability to change straight
from first to top gear while
going down forward slopes.
The Caernarvon was never
meant as a battle tank and one
of the BAOR pair was made of
ordinary steel. It had a red and
white triangle on the glacis
plate stating “Caution Unar-
moured”. Both were scrapped
at the Fighting Vehicles
Research and Development
Establishment (now RARDE,
Chertsey), between 1955-57.
—Maj (Retd) D D A Linaker,
Dunbartonshire.

Do you recall
Hong Kong’s
deliverance?

WHILE millions celebrate the
50th anniversary of the end of
the Second World War, the
people of Hong Kong are
preparing to mark the Crown
Colony’s own, rather later,
deliverance.

It was liberated on August
30, 1945, some 16 days after
V] Day, by a Royal Navy task
force led by Rear Admiral
Cecil Harcourt.

It was a strong force which
sailed from Australia, includ-
ing at least three aircraft carri-
ers, a bartleship, cruisers,
destroyers and minesweepers.

The task force and the Ser-
vice personnel who followed in
the immediate post-war years
re-established British authority
and laid the foundations for
the economic phenomenon
thar Hong Kong is today.

Much has been written
about the 1941 battle for Hong
Kong and the years of Japanese
occupation, but the events at
the end of the war, and the
years that followed, have not
been so well covered, perhaps
because they are seen as the
final chapter of a military story.

Now, however, they are
increasingly being recognised
as the opening chapter of Hong
Kong’s post-war miracle.

To coincide with the
anniversary, Mr Phillip Bruce,
a noted Hong Kong author

and military historian, is seek-
ing to publish, at short notice,
a collection of memoirs and
anecdotes covering the events
of 1945, before, during and
after the Liberation itself, and
of the years up to 1950.
Headquarters British Forces
Hong Kong is assisting him
with this project and if any
readers have personal mem-
oirs, articles, pictures, extracts
from publications, tips, guid-
ance, views or opinions we
would be delighted to pass on
their material to Phillip Bruce.
Time is short — Phillip is
hoping to publish, in paper-
back, by about June - in time
for the Liberation celebrations.
If anyone can help, we would
be most grateful if they could
write to me as soon as possible.
- R I Goodwin, Director
Public Relations Hong
Kong, JSPRS, Prince of
Wales Barracks, BFPO 1.

| ofﬂc:al

REFERENCE the advertise-
ment in Soldier (April 17) fora
commemorative medal for
service in the Suez Canal
Zone, 1951-54, the company
is cashing in on the interest,
and annoyance, felt by veter-
ans that their anti-terrorist
operations did not attract the
General Service Medal.

The firm has misjudged the
situation. What is wanted is
for the public at large and the
MoD in particular to acknow-
ledge that we did a good job,
and for the disrespect to our
general to be rectified.

This can only be achieved
through an official medal.
The commemorative meets
neither requirement. -WHD
Podd, Suffolk.

WHAT is wanted is public
acknowledgement for ser-
vice. This mass produced
bauble now on sale to any old
Tom, Dick or Harry will not
meet this purpose. — Suezvet
(name, address supplied).

Thank you,
comic Jim

YOU noted (March 20) that
comedian Jim Davidson had
helped the family of Wayne
Edwards to visit Bosnia after
the Royal Welch Fusilier was
killed by a sniper on active ser-
vice. He also took the trouble
to visit The Royal Welch
Fusiliers in theatre.

An excellent show was put
on at Kiseljak and by all
accounts those who were able
to attend thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. Unfortunately,
because Mr Davidson was not
permitted to come to Gorazde
may more of us missed out on
the opportunity.

However, I would like to
thank Mr Davidson here in
writing for his kindness. I shall
also be writing to him person-
ally to invite him to attend a
party as a guest when we
return to England.

May I congratulate Soldier
on continually producing such
an excellent publication. It
helps to promote a “feeling of
belonging” and for troops in
Gorazde it reminds us that
home is not that far away. —
Capt Ian Lawrence, B Coy,
1 RWF, Gorazde, Bosnia,
BFPO 547.

Chefs — the (usually) unsung heroes

I WOULD like to take to heart
all that has been said about
chefs’ catering capabilities
(Letters, April 17) while serv-
ing on Operation Grapple 5.
Satisfying the customer is
the top priority, and it is taken
as read that, having completed
the courses at the Army School

of Catering at St Omer Bar-
racks, Aldershot, every chef
should be able to carry this out
without too much fuss.

Catering for foreign armed
forces on operations overseas
requires a daily menu of dishes
from various lands, but cooked
by British chefs.

Finally, chefs on other tours
of duty in other parts of the
world are also demonstrating
their culinary flair. Let’s all
stick to what we know and
remain, as ever, the unsung
heroes. — Sgt Alan Keenan,
Production SNCO, 1 RHF,
Op Grapple 5.
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SOLDIER
to Soldier

We’'ll meet
again...on

the blower

UNTIL May 13 BT is offering a
unique — and free — Veteran Link
service to old soldiers.

The basic manoeuvre for veter-
ans wishing to make contact with

old chums could not be easier. All
they have to do is complete a
simple registration form at any one
of BT's 120 telephone shops
around Britain, with any informa-
tion on former colleagues they
wish to contact.

BT will process the details to the
Chamber of Shipping's central
Veteran Link database and pass
the results directly to the enquirer
or to their local BT shop.

@ BT is giving all veterans to the
Hyde Park VE Day festival Veter-
ans Centre (May 6-8) a commem-
orative phonecard.

Secret base
under threat

UNLESS it can raise sufficient
funds to cover its running costs,
the Combined Operations
Museum at Cherry Park, Inver-
aray, site of one of Scotland’s
Second World War secret training
bases, will close.

Curator James Jepson says the
income generated by visitors is
not enough to keep the museum
viable. Its closure in the year of the
VE and VJ 50th anniversary com-
memorations would be particularly
sad.

James can be reached at the
Combined Operations Museum,
Cherry Park, Inveraray, Argyll
PA32 8XE (tel 01499 500218, fax
01499 302421).

Memories of the late Jackie Mayo, better known as
Anne Armstrong, Soldier columnist and indomitable
campaigner for soldiers’ rights, were stirred at a
small ceremony in Aldershot last month. A wooden
bench, presented by her husband, Col (Retd) John
Mayo (seated, right) and son, Capt Charles Mayo,
Light Dragoons (standing right), was unveiled in
the playground of the married quarters in Camp

You won't get a better deal on a car than from

Natocars. New or used plus part exchange. Buy

before you go - Drive away when you arrive.
CALL YOUR NATOCARS HOTLINE

01278 455555
“”NATOCARS

W A Rewarding Experience S
Wylds Rd. = Bridgwater « Somerset » Fax 01278 450396
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Farm Estate — situated, appropriately, at the end of
Anne Armstrong Close. Among those present were
Brig John Patrick (seated), Commander 145 (Home
Counties) Brigade, and (standing) Lt Col (Retd)
John Woodliffe, Senior Commandant, Families’
Housing and Welfare Service, Aldershot Area, and
the Ven Graham Roblin, a long-time family friend
who dedicated the bench.

Gurkhas to Beat a fast Retreat

THERE is a chance to see the
quick-stepping Gurkha musicians
in action when they Beat Retreat
at a spectacular fund-raising
event at the Vehicle Depot, Royal
Logistic Corps, Ashchurch, near
Tewkesbury on June 3. The Pipes

The Hong Kong Officers’ Mess
wishes to return presented prop-
erty to donors. Any person from
the former Blackdown Mess or
Support Troops Mess who pre-
sented items is asked to contact
QM, Log Sp Regt RLC, BFPO 1.
Closing date is August 1, 1995.

and Drums of the 3rd Battalion,
The Royal Gurkha Rifles, and the
Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas
will perform in aid of the Gurkha
Welfare Trust and the Tewkesbury
Abbey Appeal. The event is open
to the public.

In addition to being outstanding
musicians, the Gurkha Band
marches at an incredible 140
paces a minute.

The parade will be followed by
a three-course dinner limited to
300 (price £20), including a tradi-
tional Nepali curry prepared by
Gurkha cooks. Guests will include
Fd Marshal Lord Bramall.

See DIARY for booking details.

Picture: Terry Champion
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REUNIONS

Royal Green Jackets (West
Midlands Branch) Association:
Reunion planned for May 13.
Details from the secretary, P J
Knight, 22 Prescelly Close,
Nuneaton, Warwickshire CV10
8QA (tel 01203 328549).

Black Watch Association:
Stoke-on-Trent (Midlands) Branch
dinner dance, Trentham Gardens,
Stoke-on-Trent rescheduled to
May 19 from May 12. To include
6th Battalion's Battle of Monte
Cassino reunion. Details from
Frank Bailey on 01782 280912.

Royal Scots Dragoon Guards’
Association: Annual reunion at
the Union Jack Club, London, May
20. Details from J L Foreman,
Secretary London Branch, 1134
Eastern Avenue, Newbury Park,
Iiford, Essex.

2 Queens Colours: Colours of
2nd Battalion, The Queen’s
Regiment are to be laid up in
Canterbury Cathedral, June 1. A
reception and luncheon will follow
the service. Former Queensmen
welcome. Details, tickets from
secretary on 01227 818054.

Army Medical Stores - Equip-
ment Depot, Ludgershall:
Reunion at Drummond Barracks
on June 17-18 for Regulars, TA,
National Servicemen and
civilians. Details from C Mason,
Lanville, Grange Road, Ellesmere,

U THE EIGHTH Army Veterans'
Association seeks a “young”
volunteer to edit its quarterly
newsletter, New Crusader. Col
W M S Jeffery, Chairman EAVA,
Beech—lhorpe, Waddington,
Clitheroe, Lancs BB7 3HY
01200 27835) has the details.

Shropshire SY12 9DJ (enclose
sae) or tel 01691 622300.

Armourers’ Association:
Reunion for armourers and
artificers weapon will be held on
June 24 at the Victory Services
Club, Seymour Street, London.
Details from Chris Dennis, 18
Willowslea Road, Worcs WR3
7QP. Members not been in contact
for more than three years will be

- removed from mailing list.

PWRR WOs’ and Sgts’ Past and
Present Dinner: July 1 at
Bassingbourn.  Details  from
secretary on 01227 818054/56.

Royal Regiment of Wales: 27th
annual reunion at Brecon on July
29/30. Details from Lt Col R J
Ashwood, SWB Museum, The
Barracks, Brecon, Powys LD3
7EB (tel 01874 613310 or Brecon
Mil ext 2310).

F Coy, Boys Royal Signals:
Reunion at Union Jack Club,
London, on September 27.
Contact John Dadswell (1939-42)
on 01993 771755.

Cols: S C Matthews — To HQ Land
Command, Apr 10; A H Millington
- To RHQ REME, Apr 10; A F
Birtwistle — To MoD, Apr 10.

Lt Cols: S C J Hutchinson RA —

To RSA Larkhill, Apr 10; P F Kelly
RA — To be CO 103 Regt RA(V);
Apr 10; C P C Sloan, Hidrs — To be
CO 9 R Irish, Apr 10; S P Varvill
QRH - To JACIG(AE), Apr 10.

Redcoat lll on Three Peaks Race

Veterans (soldiers, sailors and
airmen) interested in joining the
Eighth Army Veterans’
Association should write for an
application form to Mrs Linda
Kenyon, 38 Pinewood Avenue,
Thornton Cleveleys, Lancs FY5
5EW.

Frank T Smith wishes to contact
former members of 600th
Regiment RA to find out the
circumstances and location of the
mortal wounding of Francis
William Yarker in the Dunkirk
area in mid April 1945. Replies to
33 Startforth Park, Barnard
Castle, Durham DL12 9AL.

Mrs Eileen King wishes to hear
from former 8th Battalion, Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders
members who were at the
Boccaleone/Cossondolo area of
the Argenta Gap, Italy and may
have recollections of her late
father, Pte Rennie Simpson, 8 A
and SH, who died of wounds
sustained there on April 19, 1945,
aged 27. Replies to 66 Langroyd
Road, Colne, Lancs BB8 9EQ.

Luba Liliana Dorogina, Hamburg
1945-48, is asked to contact Ms
Lilian Bain, 755 Gaylord Street,
Denver, Colorado 80206, USA or
Ms Winter McDonnell, Monticello,
Mount Pleasant, Ross-on-Wye,
Herefordshire HR9 7AZ  (tel
01989 566526).

Ex-RAF Sgt D A Brimson, 29
Chaulden Terrace, Hemel
Hempstead, Herts HP1 2AN, is
researching a book on the lighter
side of life on the football terraces.
He seeks supporters, male and
female, any age, wiling to
complete questionnaires on the
great game.

RIEFINGS

Lady Angela Rose unveils the
name of Redcoat lll, the new
Sigma 38 offshore yacht, at the
Army Sailing Association’s
Nuffield Marina, Gosport. Pic-
tured from left to right are Maj
Nick Bate (Army offshore team
coach) , Lady Rose, Lt Gen Sir
Michael Rose (Commodore
ASA), Col David Glyn-Owen
(Rear Commodore Offshore),
Capt Alan Healey (Secretary
ASA), and Maj Gen Alan
Yeoman (Director Army Sport
Control Board).

Redcoat Il will be used pri-
marily by the Army offshore
racing team, but will also be
available to ASA clubs for
adventurous training and
racing.

The yacht was purchased
with non-public funds generat-
ed by the ASA from welfare
grants and money accumulated
by the ASA offshore fund.

The new boat has been char-
tered to the Scottish Infantry
Depot Glencorse for the Three
Peaks Race during May.

Redcoat Il is based in Hong
Kong and will return to home
waters in 1997. Redcoat | was
sold three years ago.

Until the autumn: Soldier 50th
anniversary exhibition, National
Army Museum, Royal Hospital
Road, Chelsea. Admission free.
MAY

18: A Soldier’s Life, new perma-
nent gallery at Newcastle Dis-
covery Museum, opened by
Duke of Gloucester.

21: Cavalry Sunday parade and
service of Combined Cavalry
Old Comrades in Hyde Park.
JUNE

3: Gurkha Band, 3 RGR Pipes
and Drums Beat Retreat, Vehi-
cle Depot RLC, Ashchurch,
Tewkesbury for Gurkha Welfare
Trust and Tewkesbury Abbey
Appeal. Tickets (Beat Retreat
£2 adults, £1 under 18, £5
family; dinner £20) on 01386
725224,

7-8: Beating Retreat, Guards
Massed Bands, Horse Guards,
Whitehall, in aid of Army Benev-
olent Fund and Household Divi-
sion charities. Tickets: 0171
839 5323. (All reserved seats
£10, £8. 85

13,14,15: Tri-Service Beat
Retreat by Massed Bands on
Horse Guards Parade in aid of
SSAFA. (Enquiries to SSAFA
on 0171-403 8783).

25: Colchester Garrison County
Day, enquiries on 01206
782020.

JUuLY

18-29: 105th Royal Tourna-
ment, Earl's Court.

® To include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.
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REVIEWS

Why listeners turned deaf ear on VE Day

RECENT invective hurled
against the BBC by politicians
of all shades is nothing new.
They and hordes of others
have been doing it for years.

In Whart Did You Do In The
War, Auntie? journalist Tom
Hickman reveals what the Cor-
poration was up against in its
fight against censorship during
the dark days of the 1939-45
conflict.

At the outbreak of hostilities
Prime Minister Neville Cham-
berlain wanted the BBC closed
down because he reckoned no

Masterly study
of rogue’ the
soldiers adored

IN 1981 Nigel Hamilton pub-
lished Monty: The Making of a
General, the first of a trilogy
about the Second World War
commander.

The two following books
were Monty: Master of the Bar-
tlefield (1983) and Monty: The
Field Marshal (1986) and the
three-volume biography won
Hamilton a Whitbread Prize
and Templer Medal.

The work has now been
revised and condensed into a
single-volume paperback with
emphasis on Montgomery’s
battles from his arrival in
the desert to his accep-
tance of the German sur-
render on Lineburg
Heath.

In Monty: The Battles of
Field Marshal Bernard Mont-
gomery, Hamilton reveals the
general at his best and at his
WOrSL.

“Though a hero to his
troops, Monty displayed a
sheer arrogance that became
intolerable to his struggling
Allies and superiors, reducing
Eisenhower to the point of res-
ignation, and Churchill to
despair,” he writes.

Though the book also deals
with the ups and downs of his
earlier life, the major part of
this extensive study — easy to
read, though 650-plus pages —
is concerned with the man as
42

one would have time to listen
to it. A year later when Win-
ston Churchill took over as
leader he, too, had firm ideas
on controlling the BBC. The
Corporation’s policy to tell the
truth about the progress of the
war led him to describe it as
“the enemy within the gates”.

He soon changed his tune
when he realised the power of
broadcasting and revised his
views on controlling the air-
waves, using them instead to
boost the nation’s morale, not
to mention his image.

Army commander from the
Battles of Alam Halfa and
Alamein. The latter was a
near-run thing because of a
mixture of reluctance of unit
commanders to carry out their
part of the plan and the sheer
inability of others to move.
Montgomery may have been
unrealistic in his assessments
but was sufficiently flexible to
modify his failed master plan
and gain the victory that made
him Britain’s favourite general.
As he noted in his diary: “The
public, and the Army, are

Montgomery at his

best ... and worst

firmly behind me and would
support me to the end.”

As we know, there was an
anguished and taut relation-
ship between Montgomery
and the Supreme Allied Com-
mander Eisenhower and with
the field commanders of the
US forces.

Hamilton describes all the
differences and confrontations
fully. In fairness, he also tells
us: “. . . though Eisenhower
never said it publicly, both he
and Bedell Smith remained to
the end of their lives clear how
much the free world owed to
Monty in the mounting of

You have to be at least in
your mid-sixties to remember
anything Tom Hickman writes
about in this book. That is not
to say you won’t have heard of
Tommy Handley and ITMA,
the Radio Doctor, Vera Lynn
(still warbling), Robb Wilton
and many household names
made famous by their broad-
casts.

It is the story of Auntie BBC
at war through to VE Day, of
which Hickman says little. His
deficiency in this department
is not surprising, since he

claims it was the day of the big
wireless switch-off — he doubts
whether anyone heard any-
thing broadcast that night.

The nation had heard
Churchill’s victory speech and
that was enough. From then
on, for a week at least, it was
just one big nationwide party.

This book is a string of
memories well worth recalling.
-M

What Did You Do In The War,
Auntie? by Tom Hickman. BBC
Books, £15.99

Overlord”. The book
raises the perennial ques-
tion whether Eisenhower
lost touch with the cam-
paign in  Germany
towards the end of the
war.

“No biographer or
historian would ever

adequately explain
Eisenhower’s  strange
and sudden metamor-
phosis in the last days of
March 1945.

“Certainly Monty

never understood the decision
to halt him in his tracks
and wreck the logical con-
clusion of the campaign —
though his shrewd suspi-
cion was that Bradley had a
significant hand in what
was to him SHAEF’s skuldug-
gery.”

Hamilton later expresses the
view that Montgomery had
only himself to blame for some
of the disputes in higher com-
mand.

“Not only had he humiliated
Bradley in the preceding
months; he had himself reject-
ed Eisenhower’s proposal to
insert Bradley’s Army group
headquarters north of the
Ruhr and thereby ensure over-
whelming Allied strength in
northern Germany — the very
policy Monty now criticised
Eisenhower for relinquishing,”

THE BATTLES OF FIELD »
B . TARSH,
BERNARD MONTGOMERY "

NIGEL HAMIL

Hamilton does not portray
Montgomery as an infallible
genius in battlefield strategy
and certainly not in diplomacy.
His strength comes out as a
hawk-like ability of perception;
in the words of one of his staff
officers, William Mather, “it
was an extraordinary thing
about Monty that he always
knew what you’d been up to!
He was such a rogue himself in
many ways that he could see
through anybody...”

There is no exaggeration in
calling this book a masterly
study and it shows a remark-
able grasp of the situations as
they occurred in those fateful
years, 1942-45. — B]

Monty: The Battles of Field Mar-
shal Bernard Montgomery by
Nigel Hamilton. Hodder &
Stoughton, paperback, £14.99.




The pictures here are from our Frank
Finch cartoon archives. Find ten dif-
ferences in detail and you could be
£50 richer or win a new book. Circle

the differences in the right-hand
picture, cut out the whole panel,
add your name and address and send
to HOAY 611, Soidier, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot GU11 2DU by

June 2. Do not include anything else

in your envelope. More than one entry
can be submitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The first correct
entries drawn will be the winners. No
correspondence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the winner of the
£50 first prize and two runners-up
will be announced in the June 26
issue.

HOW OBSERVANT }'/'/]
ARE YOU'? COMPETITION 611

Name: (Give rank or title)

Address:

Competition No 608 (April 3 issue): Congratulations to Cpl P D Driscoll, of Cardiff, who wins £50. Book prizes go to runners-up

Mr C J O’Connor, of Nottingham, and Mrs Dorothy P Tomlinson, of Halifax, W Yorks.

Celebration and denigration

ALTHOUGH his book is enti-
tled Celebration of Victory,
Richard Connaughton has
spent a lot of space in recount-
ing disasters such as the sink-
ing of HM ships Courageous
and Royal Oak in 1939 and
practically none on successes
such as El Alamein and Nor-
mandy.

In fact the desert victory is
dismissed with the bland state-
ment: “Then in October and
November 1942 Montgomery
defeated Rommel at El
Alamein.”

The denigration of Mont-
gomery is completed by the
opinions of two peers in a post-
script as “too big for his boots”
and “wearing his vanity like a
foulard” — what a judgement of
our finest field commander
since Wellington for whom his
troops, including your review-
er, had nothing but praise and
adulation.

Admittedly, the reference to
the sinking of the two warships
in 1939 is part of the chapter
on “Causes and the Beginning
of War” but his opinions that
“Chamberlain had been hard
done by” and “his policy of

appeasement
was an entirely
realistic
policy” stick in
the gullet as
there were
other ways of
gaining time.

The Battle of Britain is well
covered as is the Home Front,
including ARP, WVS (origi-
nally formed as the women’s
section of ARP), the fire ser-
vices, “Bevin Boys”, air raid
shelters and all the many other
aspects, including the evacua-
tion of children from London,
supported by many excellent
photographs.

There are a few surprising
inaccuracies in what is a well-

IN A ONE-OFF double act, Char-
lie Chester and Jimmy Wheeler
appear in battledress wisecrack-
ing about their Army days in the
nostalgic video Jokes That Won
The War.

Among other all-time greats
popping up in this little screen
gem are Max Miller, Gracie
Fields, Robb Wilton and Tommy
Handley. And who better than

Montgomery
attacked ...

and praised

_IS THAT YOU, DAL

researched
book, such as

£3rd Home
Counties Divi-
sion” whereas

it was the 44th
Division which
bore this title,
and the popular dance Knees
Up Mother Brown being called
“Knees Up Muvver Brahn™!

The celebrations on May 8-
9, particularly in London,
although impromptu, are given
massive and slightly repetitive
cover and reference is made to
someone going “later to the
Victory celebration parade”
without pointing out that that
was a year later, in 1946.

One assumed that this

Roy Hudd, that amiable sage of
music hall folklore, as compére?

But the real selling-point will
be the close-ups of Service audi-
ences which will have older view-
ers reaching for the pause button
as they search for themselves,
their pals or their loved ones.
Jokes That Won The War. The
Video Collection (VC6482), 63
min, mostly b&w, £12.99.

resumé of the 1939-45 war and
the celebrations of victory in
Europe, summed up by one
sailor in a poem, “Sad to say/ I
cannot recall what I did/On VE
Day/ I must have rejoiced with
everyone else, of course/ That
the War in Europe was won/ So
we could turn all our strength
to the East/ Against the Land
of the Rising Sun”, would have
concluded this book.

There is however a post-
script covering the Beveridge
Report and the defeat of
Churchill and the Tory Party at
the Election on July 5, 1945
with the unnecessary political
comment: “The Tory Party
was hammered at the polls. It
happened in 1832, in 1906 and
it will happen again.”

His actual conclusion
cannot be faulted: “It seems
that the real importance of the
Celebration of Victory on May
8, 1945 is that it was a deciding
moment in history which
delivered what 1914-18 had
only promised.” — PSN

Celebration of Victory: VE Day
1945 by Richard Connaughton.
Brassey's, paperback, £14.95.
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NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept.
PO Box 573,
Suttan Coldfield,
West Midlands

73 6PA
0121-365 2187

SERVICES

MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM Forces;
established in 1984
Your CV written by a former ARMY OFFICER and
current full time CAREER CONSULTANT. Since
1984, over 1,500 satisfied Service clients, many of
whom now hold good civilian jobs.

Why not write or telephone for full details to:
Anthony Jacques MC, 66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU.

Tel: 01483 823766 [:1]

. CARICATURES
) Hilarious caricatures
‘Groups’ or ‘Singles’
from photos in colour
or B&W by a
professional

¥ cartoonist. A unique
W gift for all occasions.
Also cartoonists for
parties, etc. For samples
and prices or a quotation

" Rick Coleman: 0181-441 6607
D4

C ‘ | o« We specialise
S in HM Forces

CV - Compilation, Presentation, Updating
and Laser Printing. Military CVs. Résumes.
Application Letters.
Competitive Price. Quality Content. Free
Storage. Express and Fax Service Available.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (a), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ

Tel/Fax: 01752 344842 (24 hws)

Join our ARMY

of readers

Contact our subscription
department on:

01252 347353

The Garrison
Cobbler

Official Cobbler for the forces

Prop T D Northern
Block 103 MT Section
(near Fire Station)

STC Sennelager,
BFPO 16, Germany
Tel: 05254 1539 (Shop)
Tel/Fax: 05234 1378
Retail gents military issue and civilian,
All leather shoes and footwear

VAT free.

Ladies and gents made to measure
riding boots from DM570.

Repairs to military and civilian
footwear.

Cost of repairs at less than half
UK prices.

For postal repairs send SAE

REGIMENTAL WATCHES

BADGE/CREST IN FULL COLOUR
IN THIS DESIGN AND MANY OTHERS

£32.50 post free

(UK & BFPO addresses)

MessKit Products

P.0.BOX 20
EVESHAM, WORCS., WR11 4YY

Tel: 01386 443852
PRI enquiries welcomed

for further information.

WARMINSTER SCHOOL
COMBINED CADET FORCE

)

HOOL STAFF INSTRUCTOR

Warminster School’s CCF Contingent wishes to appoint a man
or woman, with the appropriate Services training and ex-
perience, to act as SSI. The job will initially be part-time (22
days per week) with some weekend training and annual camp.

For further information, and details of the appointment procedure, contact

Warminster School, Church Street,
Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8PJ
Telephone: 01985 213038 Fax: 01985 214129

*(subject to status)

83 YEARS OF MOTORING

VAUXHALL [] FORD

NAME

BLACKPOOL ROAD, PRESTON PR2 GBX

a 01772 793054
F-YOU DONT CALL

PERRYS T cAN |

_EXPERIENCE & IT SHOWS!

¥ PERRYS GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD,
PRESTON PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:

[] ROVER
vovo  [] protoN [] missan [] Tovota []

Giving you the complete
export sale treatment we | §

paperwork, and the
worries making your export
sale simple and worry free.

CALL US NOW OR
RETURN THE COUPON

(] RenauLT ] FAT [

RANK UNIT

ADDRESS

APPROX DEL DATE REQUIRED

HOME TEL NO.

WORK

HOMEFIELD

Independent Day and Boarding School
for BOYS and GIRLS

Preparatory Dept Senior Dept
Tuckton Winkton
BOURNEMOUTH CHRISTCHUFICH

HEADMASTER: .
A. C. Partridge, Dip.Ed., A.C.P.,,F.R.G.S.

Homefield is a Co-educational DAY/BOARDING School
offering places to pupils of all ages between 3 and
16 plus.

Forces Personnel are particularly encouraged and
FEES ARE COMMENSURATE WITH SERVICE
ALLOWANCES.

The School enjoys a very good reputation for producing
well educated, responsible young people who can take
their places in Society leading by personal example.
There is a wide range of Academic, Practical and
Recreational subjects available, and the School boasts its
A.C.F, AT.C. and Sea Cadets Organisations, also good
Sports Teams and a fine Orchestra.

For Prospectus and details contact:

The Admissions Secretaries
Christchurch 476644 and Bournemouth 429483
A registered charity that exists to provide education for children. &




SOLDIER MART

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE

All new advertisements are accepted on a pre-
paid basis only. Cheques/POs payable to
“Soldier”. Monthly accounts will be
opened subject to approval and satisfactory
references. Otherwise prepayment applies.

D4

COSTELLO

& SONS LTD.
MILITARY & CIVIL BESPOKE UNIFORM TAILOR

LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT.
All Accessories Supplied.

Ties Shirts, George Boots, etc.

For All Your Uniform , Suit &

OBTAIN YOUR OFFICIAL
VE-VJ DAY WALL SHIELD

For brochure contact
COMMEMORATIVE AIRBORNE LANDINGS

4 Dunoon Close, Rise Park,
Nottingham NG5 5DH
Tel: 0115-955 8577 (24hrs)
Fax: 0115-955 8576 (24hrs)

D8

BRUNO

THE MILITARY BEAR

‘Bruno’ is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed
in Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret
complete with your cap badge

‘Brune’ is currently available for all regiments and

corps of the British Army (less Gurkha units).

*Jock’ wears TOS : RHF white hackle, Royal Scots tartan patch; A&SH tartan pdth
Black Watch red hackle : QOH blue plume. Gordons and KOSB TOS only (No badge
available for Scottish Regts)

ACC Bear available in chef’s whites, ACC beret.

UN Bear, UN beret with UN badge or your own badge.

To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.0./Credit Card No. (incl expiry date) for
£31.00 payable to ‘POSTAL BEARS’, name and address of person to receive bear and
your special message to:

POSTAL BEARS, Dept D., 1/2 Baker Street, Shrewsbu ry SY1 1SB.
24 hour telephone order service (01743) 241962 Fax: (01743) 235079
* Did you know we have a 16-page brochure of gifis available for all occasions.

Phone or write for free brochure %

o

UK (01980) 843333

e German or UK delivery
® RHD or LHD programme
® Used Car Sales in Germany

e Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

® Finance — dm. or Sterling

Blazer Requirments Contact.
U.K. TEL:0181478 2780
GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631
TAX FREE
UNBEATABLE EZS
SERVICE
CITROEN
RENAULT
T £X VAUXHALL
SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR
NAME RMBRANIC .. .o e e e

UK: 284-294 LEY ST. ILFORD ESSEX. IG 1 4BS
PEUGEOT
VOLVO

laminterestedin....................ceeennne ot I B e e B S ot
PR ancRI O L . oo i s A B SR B
COUNTY OF UBB ... s comasssmesiossinrssasstessdissassse

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION
HOTLINE

Germany 0130-8544-96

RAMGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

15> Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*

" Finance at competitive rates

=== A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER

Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK
PO PN BRI e L0 S by g sttt i ot e e Tl
e L R TR S RN T O L ol L o K

ey TSRS R O I e, B T S e
Pt oxclamBBOBtalE 5. ..orn v vererivssisenstios st dh s i e e
AT D e e o IO e e L S e S




SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £8.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES
£10.00
CHINDITS £8.00

FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO
KNIVES (Black) £21.50
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
All prices include p&p

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephone 01706 846648 Y

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Embroidery &
Insignia Ltd.,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

D4

Able-WOVEN__g 72
es
Name TapesJe] o

Up to 30 letters/spaces Black on White
100% polyester. Tested to B.S. 5742 1989

1000 Able-LABELS

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No.
or any words up to 6 lines
1000 self-stick Labels 19 X 40mm

Black on White | Black on Gold | Black on Clear

[£230 £4:80 £5.95

STATIONERY 50 8" X 6" Printed
Sheets + 20 plain + 50 Envelopes
£8-95 Phone-Write for full details
All Prices include Post/VAT. UK only
Payment with order. Delivery 16 days

STEEPLEPRINT Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - & 01604 810781

FREE

SAMPLE
SHIRT

U.K. MADE OLIVE
GREEN T-SHIRTS

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

SOLDIER MART

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts — Sports shirts

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE

NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0115 9274469

@ English-made
sweat shirts
@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs
® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,

Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Polos, Rugby Shirts,

Hooded Tops,

Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties, ™
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane
London E17 6AA
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax:0181-531 7298

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list:

BRITISH MILITARY INSIGNIA

* All current beret badges

# All Officers’ beret badges

@ Rank insignia and shoulder titles

* Cloth patches and bullion patches

* Anodised collar badges

* Wings, formation signs, berets

* DZ patches, snipers' badges, hackles
QOver 100 items in my very latest

illustrated catalogue

British catalogue £1 US Army catalogue £1

French Foreign Legion £1 World-wide Para £1

YOUR OWN DESIGN

SRINTED © EMBROIDERE

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS
+ LOTS MORE

RICE GUARANTEE

It you find the some garment cheaper
we will refund the
difference.
PROMOTIONAL MARKETING Co.
A5 & B6 Guy Motors Industrial Pork
Park Lane, Wolverhampton WV 10 9QF

Telephone: (01902) 724421

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

Consult the experts. We can
replace full size medals and
supply miniatures. A fast efficient
service with the minimum of fuss.
Also a full cleaning and
is undertaken

r tailor.

mounting serv
by our mas

THE VETERANS’
MEDAL OFFICE

P.O. Box 1DH, LONDON W1A 1DH.
Telephone: 0171-493 4675 or
Mobile: 0836 746604

REYNOLDS SPORTS

51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP Mike Lapworth (S), 15 Woodside Grove,
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 BRISTOL BS10 7RF o
—

MICHAEL JAY

Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING

E

For your
MADE TO MEASURE b
Uniforms Suits ete 2
we offer
M 14 day Make or
B 48 hr EXPRESS

| Keen prices
& First class fit
B High quality
B Excellent payment terms

Local agent to measure in most areas

Please telephone 01449 766085]

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET SUFFO LK

SOI.DIER

.  Too good to dismiss

~ from your Newsagent |

Orcontactour.

subscription -
_department on

<o 347353

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLOSHIRTS
RUGBY SHIRTS
SWEATERS
BASEBALL CAPS

For free full colour brochure and
information pack from the UK's

DESIGN
HE Rl* :

leading supplier to H.M. Forces
contact:

Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB
TEL:(01793) 849888
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SOLDIER
Too good to dismiss - R O V E R
take out Eri1 g:,llnscription

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR
& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &
SWEATSHIRTS

* Ties * Sporisbags
* Golf umbrellas
* Baseball caps ; 0 =
Embroidered garments — Free original 24+ LJ j } Telephone: SCE HOTL'N E
printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36 & 0 1 252 347353
B R s LOST MEDALS il 01367 241225
‘ Blazer badges -min5 REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
Ties —woven —min 50, p_rl‘med min 36 FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
Baseball caps min 50 3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
Sports bags min 50 s ¥ ]
Golf umbrelias min 25 WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
e RAYMOND D HOLDICH We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of
rite phone or \
- fax for colour Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
nS!gn brochure to 7 Whitcomb Street N EW c A R s
Kilcreggan, London WC2H 7THA
MOTIFS é 2 ondon
e Tel: 0171-930 1979
Tel 0143684 2581/2716 Fax: 0143684 2854 0374 133493 o4 Advanced Car Exports

’ 3 Official PEUGEOT Agents
E @ !: Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
VI STA TI E 5 = 53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE
UNIFORMS Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511)

MADE TO MEASURE

Mess Dress P.O.A.
Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

= | OR's No.1 Dress £295.00
’ ggcgs :‘8‘:-1 Dress gi’gggg Military Accounting Systems
.B. a : ¢
’ D.B. Blazer £175.00 Printers to HM Forces
‘ Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00 : :
’ Dinner Suit Wool £250.00 CHsge ik Paios 1wt
> Civilian Suits'from  £185.00 free on request
Fi ur own desi i
rgeygof;u:g:f ;:E;rrbb:fer‘:t;;f Al prices subject to V,AT. where applicable MILI I AR Y MemoFile Military Systems
Printed or woven designs. 48Hrer 2 Week Make-up CHURCH HOUSE
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth. Michael Jay Tailoring CHURCH STREET
ini i 7 VIOLET HILL R .
Minimum order 25 printed ties. o SU;FO‘?_?(‘::P?I?JWSM““KET LONDON E15 3JA
TEL:01449 766088 FAX 01449 766606
VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET, :
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA. s Stems TelerhogT‘a? 158515_5?3:52?851
: = 'ax: -
b i s Please mention SOLDIER when Y

replying to advertisements

FREE CATALOGUE HITEC
OGU e

“BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIERS OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS”

* DPM SAS SMOCKS L * DESERT BOOTS

* LUNDHAGS MARCH IN - KIT OUT * JUNGLE BOOTS

* SAS BERGENS P.L.C.E. BERGEN g8 Vulcan * AMMO BOOTS

* SNUGPAK S/BAGS * KSB BOOTS

* 58 S/BAGS e, % P * SORBOTHANE INSOLES
* DPM PARA SMOCKS * SPECIAL FORCES BOOTS
* BUFFALO KIT * GEORGE BOOTS

* KITBAGS * 58 WEBBING

* BIVVI BAGS * PLCE WEBBING

* KIP MATS

* PLCE CHEST RIGS
* COMBAT VESTS
* US WEBBING

* Q/R BELTS

* 44 W/B POUCHES

* DPM COMBAT JACKETS
* BERGHAUS ROC

* MILITARY SLEEPING BAGS
* FLEECE S/BAG LINERS
* MERAKLON S/BAG LINER

*+ DANNER BOOTS Available in O.G. or DPM Latest version Berghaus Vulcan | % SUIT POUCHES

* BRITTON BOOTS Genuine Forces issue CVCIOPS 41 Bk _Symem * RATION POUCHES
* HI-TEC MAGNUM Latest pattern £145.00 fcmplel;m:s;::z:::l:_mums’ * SAS POUCHES

* ASSAULT BOOTS (inc. yoke to make Day Patrolpack) | | gpecial offer £165.00 * SA 80 SLINGS

* BERETS * BADGES ¢ SOCKS x PTI TOPS (OLD PATT) ¢ PTI VESTS @ RON HILL TRACKSTERS @ TRANGIA COOKERS
* KARRIMOR RUCKSACKS * MILITARY TENTS * QUICK ERECT TENTS g KFS * SHEMAGHS * MAGLITE % PELICAN
* US ARMY TORCHES & G10 WATCHES e GREY WATCH STRAPS * SEIKO MILITARY WATCHES % CASIO WATCHES
* TIMEX WATCHES @ COMBAT GLOVES @ GORE-TEX SPLIT PALM MITTS @ PONCHOS % FACE PAINT » OFFICERS’ KIT
* No 1 BLUE UNIFORMS @ SURVIVAL KIT @ NBC KIT * BARBOUR * HELLY HANSEN * GORE-TEX DPM JKTS/TRSRS

POST & PACKING ALL ORDERS ADD £2.99
PHONE 0171-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 0171-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION PHONE 01717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN’S (DEPTS), MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
BB KN @B Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm -7 @ DE
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SOLDIER MART

UNIFORMAL

Civil, Military and Livery Tailors
for Officers, Warrant Officers,
Sergeants and Corporals
MESS DRESS UNIFORMS
and Civilian Clothing
Substantial discounts for bulk purchase.

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps,
please contact us (see below)

Germany: Answerphone (05751) 15087 Fax: (05751) 14889
UK: Tel: (0113) 2826102 Fax: (0113) 282 1457

ma“Zia
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Delivery
* 323 from £7,549 * 626 from £9,229

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467
Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:
323[] 626[] MX3[] MX5[] MX6[] Xedos[]
TN | e R SRS AP o8 LHD/RHD

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Your envelope must be no larger than
8"x4" and should only contain a letter,
and photograph if requested. Replies
received more than three months after
the cover date and large, heavy, or
poorly addressed envelopes will not
be forwarded.

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Brunette, 25. Enjoys travel, socialis-
ing, football and snooker. I would love
to hear from single soldiers aged 20 to
30. Photo appreciated. P375 1095

Melanie, 24, 5'6", brown hair and
green eyes. Hobbies: sports, cinema,
bowling, cooking and pubbing. I am
single, a homeowner and enjoy family
life and nights out. I would like to hear
from anyone aged 22-28. P376 1095

Single soldier, 22, brown eyes and
blond hair. Interests: anything and
everything. I would like to hear from
female pen pals aged 18+, must have
gsoh. Photo appreciated. P377 1095

Sergeant, 32, fit and athletic. Would
like to hear from English lady. Please
send long letter and photo to P378 1oss

Soldier wanted 1o rescue female, 31. 1
am slim with fair hair, blue eyes and
gsoh. Enjoy fitness, music and social-
ising. P379 b

To advertise for a pen pal
send your name, age, brief
description and interests
together with a cheque/postal
order for £11.75 to the address
below. Remember to include
your full name and address for
replies to be forwarded.
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KIPLING’S SOLDIERS

A new book containing 24 of Rudyard Kipling's
Barrack Room Ballads — ‘Gunga Din’, ‘Tommy’,
‘Road to Mandalay', ‘Fuzzy-Wuzzy' etc., each poem
illustrated with a splendid full colour painting by
Bryan Fosten vividly bringing to life the Victorian
soldier so characterised by Kipling.
25 colour plates, 35 black and white phorographs and
drawings, eight pages of notes on the poems. £15.95
plus £1.55 postage and packing (UK & BFPO), p&p
Europe £2.75; p&p rest of the world £4.50.

To order KIPLING'S SOLDIERS or request a leaflet
please telephone 01708 723742 or write to:
THE POMPADOUR GALLERY,

PO BOX 11, ROMFORD, ESSEX RM7 7HY X

“Head-Dress Badges of the British
Army” by Kipling & King. The badge
collector’s bible. VOLUME ONE
(1800-1920) at £65 posted — illustrates
badges from Peninsular period to the
end of the Great War of Regular, Mili-
taria and Volunteer units — 1900 illus-
trations, 480 pages. Still in stock, ten
sets of complete work (Volumes One
and Two) at £107.70, post free. H L &
P King, 3 Saxon Croft, Farnham,
Surrey GU9 7QB. Tel: 01252 716303.

10-11

Military History Books. SAE for cat-
alogue. Purchase of books in good con-
dition on land warfare. Free specialist
booksearch. John McKenzie, Carpen-
ters, Cary Road, North Cadbury,
Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7DE. Tel:
01963 440557. 07-25

CLASSIFIED

“A Soldiers Pocket Book” (incorpo-
rates Volunteers and Skill at Arms and
Shooting Pocket Books). Valuable
information on a wide range of updated
subjects. New sections. Full informa-
tion on SA80/LSW. Training Tests and
APWT details. First class diagrams and
explanation of weapons. Zeroing
includes the SAC. Altogether a total of
380 pages. Single copies £6.75 each
plus 75p p&p, Total £7.50. Special
terms for PRIs, PSAOs and trade on
request. Cheques/POs payable to:
Military Pocket Books, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorkshire HU17
5LA. Tel/Fax: 01964 542878 T

THE PIPER IN
PEACE AND
WAR

New edition of this scarce
classic. A must for everyone
with an interest in military
history. Includes a new fore-
word by Pipe Major Angus
MdcDonald MBE, Scots
Guards.

£$19.95
(postage free in UK)
Hardwick Press (SM)
12 Woodstock Road
London NW11 8ER
Tel: 0181-455 4789
Fax: 0181-458 3774 4

FOR SALE

West Country

Independent Wine -
Merchant’s Business

Profitable Leasehold Wine Shop.
“Excellent High Street location.
Well Established. T/O £300,000 p4.'
Sensible GP.
Present owner available as consultant:
Other commitments foree sale.

£65k +s.a.v. ..
Apply: PO Box 25
Exeter EX6 7YP*

08

Delamere Forest. A unique opportu-
nity to purchase an 11-year lease on a
Cheshire countryside inn. Good food
house, beautiful lakeside setting, three
bedroom owners accommodation. Il
health forces sale. £70,000 incl f&f,

plus SAV. Tel: 01928 788258 09-10

[ Entertainment |

faue Lione

Entertainment
Function Bands,
Disco & Karaoke

Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows

For all ranks,
Sgt/Officers’ Mess

Wedding & Private functions
Tel: 0181-789 7227 / 6645
Fax: 0181-785 3533
Connextions The Name
You Can Trust!

Please mention
SOLDIER when
replying to
advertisements




SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £23.00 FOR A YEAR'S SUB-
SCRIPTION IN UK, £13.80 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £32.20 (OVERSEAS SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-
SCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE
ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GUI11
2DU. (Cheques to Soldier).

e e e e e i e e e e o e e ke ke ke ke ke ke ok
Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. mic
e e vk ke v i s e e vk e e ok ke sk ke ke ke ok ok

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London E1
4PS. T

Full/miniature size medals mounted
for wear or display. Send for full list of
new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars,
clasps, etc, and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. SAE appreciat-
ed. Worcestershire Medal Services, 25
Golden Cross Lane, Catshill, Broms-
grove B61 OLG. Tel: 01527 835375.

AS95

Mess Dress, female, AGC SNCO.
Height 5'5", size 14. As new, £130. Tel:
Southampton (01703) 860549. 1095

SOLDIER Reprint — to mark the 50th
anniversary of Soldier this year we have
commissioned a limited reprint of the
first issue, dated March 19, 1945.
Copies are available at £2.00 (UK),
£2.40 (Europe) or £3.60 (elsewhere),
Postcard Collection — features twenty
front covers reflecting Army life from
1945 to 1961, reproduced in a full
colour book of souvenir postcards.
Copies available at £3.50 (UK), £3.95
(Europe) or £4.70 (elsewhere). Order
both and save money — a Reprint and
Postcard Collection can be yours for
just £4.50 (UK), £6.20 (Europe) or
£7.00 (elsewhere). Send Cheque/PO
(£ Sterling only please), payable to
‘Soldier’, to: Soldier Magazine, Ord-
nance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11
2DU. All prices include p&p. TC

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
50p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. A

SOLDIER Shield - the ideal gift for
the military enthusiast, or to add to a
collection. The Soldier shield shows the
magazine’s official insignia on a dark
wood base, and measures
180 X 140mm. The cost of the shield,
inclusive of VAT and p&p, is £17 UK
and [£19 elsewhere. Send your
cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to Sol-
dier Shield, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. s

Military Postcards. Cavalry,
Infantry, support arms, superb sets.
SAE for catalogue and sample. Geoff
White, Rushmoor Lane, Backwell,
Avon BS19 3JA 08-10

Printing at low prices. For free
quote, on any form of printing, call
01305 835150. 17785
Largest Manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, Schools, Colleges, Clubs etc.
Flags, Banners, Sashes, Coat-of-Arms,
Family Crests and all military accou-
trements. Also leather gloves, footballs,
track suits. Contact: J Arthur (PVT)
Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot 51310, Pak-
istan. Fax: 92 432 558605. 0221
Celebrate Freedom. Wear the official
VE/V] commemorative tie, £9 inclu-
sive. Association/Regimental badges,
ties, plaques, medals, sundries. The
Heraldic Company, Overbriar, Beech-
well Lane, Edge End, Coleford, Glos
GL16 7THA. Tel: 01594 832200. kons

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2% 25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside 141
28Y.
82nd Airborne, US Special Forces,
Trng, Fort Bragg. Quality printed
authentic sweatshirt, t-shirts, baseball
caps. Send SAE for price list. Spartan
Clothing, 302 Wellingborough Road,
Northampton NN1 4EP. Tel: 01604
230161.
Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

2385

Royal Anglian Officers Messkit and
service dress, in excellent condition.
Temperate and Tropical weights avail-
able. Also, two Sam Brownes. Suit six
footer with slim build. Write stating
requirements. Box 261, Soldier Maga-
zine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants
GU11 2DU. 1011

CONDITIONS OF
ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are
accepted on a prepaid basis only, and
are subject to the following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to
decline any copy material of which
they may not approve whether an
order shall have been accepted or not.
All advertisements are accepted subject
to approval and cundih‘onal]g upon
space being available. The Publi
reserve the right to make any alteration
they consider necessary or desirable in
an advertisement to meet their
ag)prnval. The Publishers also reserve
the right to cancel or suspend any
advertisement without stating a
reason.

01-11

09-12

While every endeavour will be made to
meet the wishes of advertisers, the Pub-
lishers do not guarantee the insertions
of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for
any loss or damage occasioned by any
total or partial failure (however
caused) of publication or distribution
of any edition in which any advertise-
ment is scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for
errors occurring after the first insertion
of an advertisement in a series. It is the
responsibility of the advertiser to
inform the Publishers of any such error
in sufficient time to allow amendment.
A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under
the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportu-
nities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertain-
ment, Exhibitions, For Sale, Gift
Services,  Holidays, Houselets,
Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions,
Services, Situations Vacant, Situa-
tions Wanted, Training, Wanted.
Other headings will be applied if
deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion
of an advertisement shall amount to an
acceptance of the above conditions and
any conditions stirulated by an agency
or advertiser shall be void insofar as
they are in conflict with them.
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CLASSIFIED

SOLDIER Magazine Binders — collect
your copies of Soldier in our easy to
use binders. Sold in sets of two, the
binders feature a full colour magazine
style cover, and will each hold up to
thirteen magazines. Cost per two
binders, inclusive of VAT and p&p, is
£8.75 UK/BFPO/overseas surface
mail, and £11.50 airmail. To order
your binders send your name, address
and cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to
Soldier Magazine Binders, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

e

SAS Limited edition prints. “The
Convoy” [£100, “Evening In The
Desert” £100 Tel: 0181-521 8199. 1005

Channel Islands 50th Anniversary
Liberation Medallion. Enamelled,
gilded metal. Fitted case. £12.75 +
£1.25 p&p. Jersey Coin Company,
Halkett Street, St Helier, Jersey JE2
4WT].

Tune Belt. The Original Radio Cas-
sette Holder, £14.95 inc p&p. From
Tune Belt UK, Belle Vue, Hornby,
Lancs LA2 8LX. Tel/Fax: 015242
21259,

09-13

09-13

Italian Airborne, Marines and

French Foreign Legion badges, uni-
forms, militaria. SAE for list to: Sidoni,
PO Box 1903, London W11 1ZL.

08-10

Make your Child
as tgr in
get7 T
R

Personalised Children s Books

¢ Wide choice of adventures for all ages,
including The Flintstones, Yogi Bear, Tom
& Jerry.
¢ Fast and efficient service delivered within
two working days.
+x Put a smile on your child's face while you
are away.
For further details write to:
Elizabeth Briggs,
My Very Own Book,
3 Tiree Close, Trowell,
Nottingham NG9S 3RG.

Tel/Fax: 0115-949 0991 H

SUPER GROUP

TOUR OFFERS

BATTLE OF
WATERLOO 1815
July 16-19
Re-enacted at Waterloo
2 nights B&B, Brussels
& Entrance to battle spectacular

only £149.00

PARIS-BASTILLE DAY
July 13-16
3 nights B&B in quality hotel
only £115.00

DISNEYLAND PARIS
2 nights B&B inc Pass
Various dates thru 1995
From £109.00

Montravel Executive
Coach Tours
Tel: 0151-625 2561
Fax: 0151-625 6453

Wyvern & Sarum. With offices in
Salisbury and Warminster and 200
properties, our ex-Service staff are very
experienced in managing properties for
Service Landlords. Telephone 01722
421701 or 01985 846905. TG

HONG KONG OSBORN
OFFICERS’ MESS
PROPERTY

The Hong Kong Osborn Officers’
Mess wishes to return all presented
property back to its donors. Any
person from the former Blackdown
Mess or Support Troops Mess who
presented property is asked to
contact QM, Log Sp Regt RLC,
BFPO 1. Closing date Aug 1, 95.

Buckinghamshire Branch RMPA
meets 3rd Thursday each month, 8pm
at Aylesbury Police HQ. All members
of RMP or WRAC Provost welcome.
Enquiries: 01604 863005. 10-11

Joint letting income?
Spouse not in employment?
You may be able to set 95% against an

unused tax allowance!
Grearer tax saving even if you have opted out
of MIRAS?
Contact the experts:
TAXATION SPECIALISTS LTD
112 Gales Drive, Crawley, Sussex RH10 1QE

Tel/Fax 01293 547750

LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

FORCES, TENANTS & HOMEOWNERS
— No interviews, confidential service by post
— Good benefits if you settle your loan early
For quotes, written details and free advice
Tel: 01929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days
(from overseas 0044-1929 423925),
NORSTAR FINANCE

Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers 5
7

Address Labels. 38x21mm, blk/wht,
blk/gld. £2 per 100, minimum £5, post
free worldwide. Cheques payable: R G
Taylor, 35 Cowgill Close, Northamp-
ton NN3 8PB. Tel: 01604 406401, 0215

Please mention
SOLDIER when
replying to
advertisements
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APRIL 15, 1995

Three-way tie for first prize (18 goals,
£1,166.67 each) LCpl M Carne, MoD
SO0/GS; LCpl R R Peace, 15 Regt RLC,
Donnington; WO1 C R Woodley, 10 Tpt
Regt RLC, Colchester.

35-way tie for fourth prize (17 goals, £28.57
each) W02 T A J Bennett, 3 BAD RLC,
BFPQ 40; Spr M J Boyall, 38 Engr Regt,
Ripon; SSgt T E Callaly, Sp Bn HQ ARRC,
BFPOQ 40; Sgt S J Conneely, 19 Regt RA,
Colchester; Sgt M A Cotchin, 10 Tpt Regt
RLC, Colchester; Cpl P Egerton, 28 Engr
Regt, BFPO 31; Cpl M A Fawcett, Camp
Comdt (AD) London; Sgt V H E Gale, 3
Dental Gp RADC, Shorncliffe; Cpl R J
Gatioway, 4 GS Regt RLC, Abingdon; Sgt J
C Graham, 1 ASLS RE, RAF Marham; Capt
E M Halffman, ATR Winchester; Maj P A
Harrington, HQ DGAGC, Upavon; SSgt M A
Holstead, 521 EOD Sgn RLC, Edinburgh;
Cpl C M Jenkins, 1 DWR Preston; Cpl D
Jones, 16 Regt RA, BFPO 20; Sgt A J
Marshall, BVO Ashchurch; Capt C J
Mcintosh, 2 Signal Regt, York; Sgt E R
Mee, 5 Regt RA, Catterick; Lt Col N F
Mulliner, MoD MDS1 (Engr); SSgt S Oates,
QOY, York; LCpl C M Pauley, BFPO 801; Sgt
C T Pyper, SEME, Bordon; W02 P
Raeburn, 27 Tpt Regt RLC, Aldershot; Lt S
R I Scott, QRH, BFPO 38; LCp! A L Simon,
1 Kings, Hounslow; $Sgt T J Smith, 19 Tk
Tptr Sqn RLC, Bulford; Sgt J Stocker, 146
Wksp Coy REME (V), Rotherham; Lt Col M
K Stretch, 34 (N) Signal Regt (V),
Middlesbrough; LCpl A N Thompson,

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

BFPO 804; LCpl D | Thornton, 16 Tk Tptr
Sqn RLC, BFPO 38; Sgt P K Tricker, BFPO
825; Capt S J Warwick, BFPO 801; W02 R
M Watson, 4/5 Green Howards,
Middlesbrough; LCpl N G Williams, 2 RTR,
BFPO 38; Pte G Woodroffe, BFPO 802.

APRIL 22, 1995

Two-way tie for first prize (20 goals, £1,500
each) Cpl L L Lomanovskis, 79 Rly Saqn
RLC, BFPO 19; Maj M A L Milligan, 3 RHA
Topeliffe.

Three-way tie for third prize (19 goals, £400
each) WO1 A J Hayes, APO (0A) Ashton
under Lyne; SSgt T G McKibbin, 20 Tpt
Sqn RLC, London; LCpl A J Miles, 7 Bn
REME, Wattisham.

18-way tie for sixh prize {18 goals, £16.67
each) W02 J G Allen, Royal School of
Signals, Blandford; Sgt M J Ault, 39 Regt
RA, BFPO 16; LCpl D J Cleaver, 28 Engr
Regt, BFPO 31; Col P C Cort, HQ QMG,
Andover; Sgt S Curran, 19 Tk Tptr Sgn
RLC, Bulford; WO1 B J Gee, 1 WFR,
Tidworth; Cpl B M Gough, 1 Green
Howards, BFPO 36; Cpl P Harling, 4 GS
Regt RLC, Abingdon; WO1 R T Lupton, HQ
Colchester Garrison; Sig S A McDonald, 4
Armd Bde HQ & Signal Sqn, BFPO 36; CSgt
D McGucken, BFPO 803; Spr J M
Nicholson, BFPO 808; LBdr A J Oliver, 32
Regt RA, Larkhill; LCpl A J Rhymer, 4 Regt
AAC, Wattisham; W02 K J Roberts, BFPO
808, SSgt M P Robertson, ACIO
Blackheath; SSgt J E J Rowbottom, HQ SIB
RMP Cyprus, BFPQ 53; Pte R Ryan, QRL,
BFPO 36.

SOLDIER MAGAZINE

Too good to dismiss
Order your copy today from your Newsagent
Or contact our subscription department on

01252 347353

Just a few reasons
why you should subscribe to

Army Quarterly
and Defence Journal

AQ informs — not just on Britain and NATO Defence
Strategy — but over a whole range of international defence
topics.

AQ entertains: accounts of past battles, historic
campaigns, personality profiles ensure that you will always
find something in the Journal to absorb you.

AQ keeps you up to date. We publish around 800 items of
army news in the four issues each year. The Army
Quarterly Diary gives a continuing picture on current
military, diplomatic and political problems world wide.

AQ has the most interesting features, the best-writers and
a wide range of book and video reviews.

There is more. If you take out a subscription before July 31,
1995, we will give you a complimentary set of the 224-
page Volunteers Pocket Book and the 88-page Skill at
Arms and Shooting Pocket Book with your first issue of
the Journal.

Subscription 1995 £49.80. Three-Year contract £132.00.

Write now plus your remittance to:

Army Quarterly and Defence Journal
1 West Street, Tavistock, Devon PL19 9DF
Tel: 01822 613577 Fax: 01822 612785
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(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
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WORDS AT 30p
X INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the m
COST: 30p PER WORD, M

NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/

IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []

U,
M MmN

(Payable to SOLDIER)
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

azine, please write clearly on plain paper
VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
ER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU11 2DU

COSTS QUOTED ON THIS FORM ARE VALID UNTIL SEPTEMBER 1995 ™
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NATIONAL BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS  KENTISH CUP FOOTBALL

PORT

CPL Chris Bessey (27 Regt RLC)
added the national light-mid-
dieweight boxing fitle to the wel-
terweight crown he won two years
ago when he outpointed North
East Counties champion Mike
Barker at the National Indoor
Centre in Birmingham on April 12.

But Army joy was constrained
by the dismissal of super-heavy-
weight Spr Danny Watts (36 Engr
Regt), who was disqualified at the

beginning of the second round for
throwing a punch, in the referee’s
opinion, after the bell tor the end
of the first.

A perfect left hook from the
defending champion landed flush
on the chin of Preston’s Rod Bell,
knocking him down. Many around
the ring thought the punch had
started its journey betore the bell,
but the referee thought otherwise
and that was that.

Bessey wins second national boxing title

The RAF's Cpl Darren Fox
made it a good night for Com-
bined Services by winning the
light-flyweight title, while the
RAF's other contender, ban-
tamweight SAC Owen Spensley,
was beaten on points.

All four finalists have been
selected for the prestigious Liver-
pool Multi-Nations’ tournament
from June 5-10. Nineteen coun-
tries are expected to take part.

® The Army Inter-Unit novice
grade three boxing champi-
onships were won by the 1st Bat-
talion, The Parachute Regiment,
who defeated 7 Transport Regi-
ment RLC 6-3 in the finals staged
in Northern Ireland.

Ptes Ruffle, Grant, Houghton,
Brewer, Purkins and Greensmith
won for the Paras, Ptes Sherrett
and Ord and LCpl Garvie for 7 Tpt

Regt.
el

Under 21
XI dumps
Cyprus
tourists

Army U215, Cyprus CS 3
THE ARMY fielded its first
Under 21 side when the tour-
ing Cyprus Combined Ser-
vices played the second of their
four UK tour fixtures at the
Daly Ground, Bordon, writes
Derrick Bly.

Pte Simon Yeo, fresh from
his Army debut on the Chan-
nel Islands tour, found the
corner of the net in the seventh
minute, and skipper Cpl
Wayne McHugh put the ball
just wide after a mazy run took
him past four defenders.

The game was played at 90
miles an hour and flowed from
end to end.

Cyprus  goalkeeper Rfn
Nicky Strefford pushed a Pte
Lee Bradbury shot behind, but
the Army’s midfield quartet of
McHugh, Cfn Alan Woodall,
Pte Steve Bowey and A/Cpl
Smudge Smith battled hard to
give Yeo a chance to hit a cru-
cial second goal a minute from
the interval.

Substitute App Tdm Dinger
Dennett scrambled the ball
home for the Army’s third in
the 58th minute, before the
visitors pulled one back min-
utes later when the aggressive
Cpl Jason Penn (RAF) fired
past replacement Army goal-
keeper Cfn Ian Elliott.

Sgt Ian Rutherford made it
3-2 from the penalty spot in
the 72nd minute and the final
hectic quarter of an hour pro-
duced three more goals,
Woodall heading in the fourth
and Yeo completing his hat-
trick for the Army, and Penn
getting his second for the
Cyprus Servicemen.

We are the champions - .

Members of the 3 R Irish football team raise the Northern Ir:

eland Challnge Cup after beﬁng 15 Signal

Regiment 1-0 in the final at Ballykinler. The Irishmen scored 62 goals on their way to the final

Dutch retain trophy

Netherland AF 5, CS 2
COMBINED Services, with-
out several first-choice players,
struggled to get others fit for
for the match against powerful
Netherlands Armed Forces,
the Kentish Cup champions, at
Wezep in Holland.

Three goals in the first ten
minutes got the match off to an
explosive start, LCpl Jim
Strouts heading home to
reduce the early Dutch lead.

A third Dutch goal put the
defending champions in a
strong position at half time,
and they snatched a fourth
after having a player sent off
and sustaining a spell of strong
Combined Services’ pressure.

A fifth Dutch goal put the
game well beyond the reach of
the visitors before SSgt Alan
Higgins scored their second

with five minutes remaining.

In the first round of the tour-
nament, the British Combined
Services beat Belgian Armed
Forces 2-0.

Jersey 4, Army 1

SSgt Alan Higgins’s first half
penalty was the Army senior
side’s only success against
Jersey in the first match of the
Service side’s Easter tour to the
Channel Islands.

Jersey scored twice in the
first half and went further
ahead in the 70th minute after
a more confident Army side
had put them under pressure.
A good Army performance was
spoilt by defensive blunders,
and the home side went further
ahead in the 76th minute.

Guernsey 1, Army 3

The Army retained the Vic-

tory Cup against Guernsey

despite kicking off into a very
strong wind. It played its part
when a 25-yard drive from an
islander flew past Andy
McWilliams (2 Sig Regt) in the
Army goal.

Two more promising
Guernsey chances were denied
by good defending.

The Army dominated the
second half but failed to score
until Cfn Alan Woodall blasted
home from three yards in the
final minutes. LCpl Jim
Strouts slid the ball home a
minute into extra time after an
Army shot had rebounded
from the crossbar.

The tourists’ third goal was
the result of a fine move from
their own half, Pte Simon Yeo
eventually following up his
own shot to put away the
rebound.
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SKIBOB WORLD CUP RUGBY

MORE than 60 top skibob
racers from all over Europe
converged on Anoch Mor,
Scotland to take part in the
first skibob World Cup com-
petition to be held in Britain.

In the women’s competi-
tion, Cpl Michelle Turner
(Trg Regt and Depot RLC)
was the best-placed British
competitor, finishing in an
excellent seventh place.

Sgt Jayne Robinson (10
Tpt Regt RLC) and SACW
Pam Grainger (RAF Henlow)
both recorded respectable
times. Cpl Vicky Hardisty (16
Sig Regt), the current British
women’s champion, was dis-
qualified for going over rather
than through one of the gates.

Cpl Neil Pollitt (7 Armd
Bde HQ and Sig Sgn) and
Cfn Dave Lewandowski (26
Regt RA) were involved in a
close battle for British hon-
ours with national champion
Graeme Spence. Pollitt even-
tually finished 22nd, a place
ahead of Lewandowski and
two ahead of Spence.

Others to finish were Cpl
Wayne Ballard (16 Sig Regt),
Cpl Stuart Irving (32 Engr
Regt), SAC Bob Hunt (RAF
Rheindahlen Support Unit),
SSgt Maurice Lidster
(MCTGQG), Cpl Peter O’Sulli-
van (2 Sig Regt), WO2 Willy
Rushton (7 Bn REME), WO2
Ian Drysdale (Hameln Sta-
tion) and Sgt Ronnie Biggins
(ASMT Leconfield). Spr “H”

Skibobbers, from left, Cpl Wayne Ballard, Cpl Vicky Hardisty, Cfn
Dave Lewandowski, Cpl Paddy Maybin and Cpl Neil Pollitt

Skibobbers
take on best
in the world

Hardy (Sp Bn HQ ARRC)
was disqualified.

An all-military team of Bal-
lard, Hardisty, Pollitt and
Lewandowski and trainer Cpl
Paddy Maybin represented
Britain at the final skibob
World Cup event in Austria.

Hardisty finished 16th in
the women’s race over a long,
fast super giant slalom
course, while Maybin headed
the GB competitors with 28th
place in the men’s. Pollitt was
30th, Lewandowski 32nd and
Ballard 33rd.

In the B nations’ event, for
non-Alpine and novice Alpine
countries, Hardisty finished
fourth, failing narrowly to win
a medal, and Pollitt achieved
second place in the men’s
elite event. Lewandowski was
fourth and Ballard seventh.
Maybin narrowly retained his
men’s senior (over 30) title.
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ARMY RULES THE AIR WAVES

The Army 28, RAF 26
THE ARMY’s game against
the Royal Air Force at Twick-
enham on April 12 was won in
tremendous  style, writes
Roger Thompson.

Following the unexpected
loss against the Royal Navy,
the team managed to find a
new focus in the 48 hours pre-
ceding the match, and it
showed. Forwards and backs
rucked and rolled in attack and
hunted down the ball in
defence.

Even when the Army had
surrendered two soft tries and
a lead of 17-5, the omens
remained positive, the focus
strong.

The scrum, with Jim
Fowers, Julian Brammer and
Matt Stewart in the boiler
room, shunted the airmen
either into reverse or a strange
sideways movement which
required World Cup referee
Steve Lander to re-order the
scrum, exerting further pres-
sure on the airmen.

In the lines out, judicious
throwing by Brammer enabled
Dave Dahinton and Gareth
Archer comfortably to counter
outrageous RAF lifting which,
to the final whistle, went unde-
tected by Lander.

Both Dahinton and Archer
were periodically able to enjoy
strong runs in open play.

The back row of Gary
Knight, Chris Rushworth and
Rob Hunter marauded and
plundered to set up more
attacking phases. A yard or two
quicker in thought, the Army
back row gave the normally
sagacious RAF scrum half,
Steve Worrall, little opportuni-
ty to muster his backs, includ-
ing internationals Paul Hull at
fly half and Rory Underwood.

Nevertheless, feeding off

scraps and some dreadful
Army kicking from defence,
the RAF converted an “iffy”

try to take a seven-point lead”

before Andy Deans (3 Para).
scythed through the defence to
show what was possible.

This was.a severe jolt to the
airmen, who responded with a
good -try and penalty. But
when Brian Johnson (7 Sig
Regt) rounded Gavin Sharp,
recently included in the Scot-
land shadow squad, with time
and space to spare, the RAF
pack crumbled at the core.

Before half time the airmen
were forced increasingly to
take desperate measures to bal-
ance the deficit while the Army

pack, relishing the chance to
take the game to the Air Force,
grew in confidence.

With the pack in tight con-
trol, Simon Pinder, the Dukes’
scrum half, exposed an RAF
back row, forcing the backs to
accept some serious tackling.
Twice Pinder broke down the
blind side, first to send Dahin-
ton clattering in at the corner.
Next he took advantage of a
wheeling scrum to outflank a
hesitant defence before feeding
Knight, a fellow Duke, who
thundered half the length of
the East Stand to score a
hugely symbolic try and put
the Army ahead.

Punching the air is not this

Veterans share badmintonhonours

OLD RIVALS SSgt Adrian
Quinney and Cpl Steve Pen-
gelly battled out the final of the
men’s badminton  singles
hosted by 21 Signal Regiment
at Colerne.,

Pengelly took the first game
but veteran Quinney fought
back to take the next two.

They teamed up in the dou-
bles to beat SSgt Chris Sturdy
and L.Cpl John Harrow.

There was an upset in the
women’s singles when Sig
Mhairi Mclntosh lost to SSgt
Judith Haynes, another veter-
an. The women’s doubles was
won by MclIntosh and Sig Jinty
McTurk, who beat Haynes and
LCpl Jo Fraser.

Pengelly and Haynes teamed
up to beat the more experi-
enced Quinney and Mclntosh
in the mixed doubles. Inter-

Unit doubles champions are
LCpl Mork Hamilton and Pte
Wialter Purcell of 5 R Irish who
beat WO1 Terry Inman and
Pengelly of 2 Sig Regt.

The veterans’ doubles was
won by WO2 (AQMS) Steve
Cryans and SSgt Stuart
Chidgey who beat Hamilton
and = Purcell. - SSgt . Dave
Omerod won the plate singles,
beating WO2 (AQMS) Steve

Halls, and Cpl Nicky Sweeney
the women’s plate, beating Sig
Nicky Wood in the final.

A strong RAF team won the
Inter-Services at HMS Sultan,
near Portsmouth, with the
Army second and the Royal
Navy third. Halls and Hamil-
ton did well on their first
appearances in the tourna-
ment. The Army women were
beaten narrowly by the RAF.

That winning feeling . . . Capt Gary Knight
(DWR) touches down for the Army’s fourth
try against the RAF at Twickenham to put
his side ahead for the first time in the game

ancient scribe’s preferred cele-
bration, but somehow, at the
moment, we all understood
what he meant.

The Scottish centre pairing
of Deans and Glasgow (71
Regt RE) worked harmonious-
ly, especially in defence where
they never allowed their illus-
trious opponents an inch.

With 15 minutes to go, Paul
Knowles (2 RRF), winning his
first cap at fly half, smoothly
and judiciously brought the
Army backs into the attack.
Rob Abernethy (RGR) and
Steve Bartliff (2 Sig Regt)
steamed powerfully through
the centre, varying the angles,
while Brian Johnson attacked

spontaneously off the flanks,
instinctively changing direc-
tion to lift his attack.

In turn, the RAF backs,
forced to exploit scraps off the
back foot, attempted to use the
sort of ball that would normal-
ly be booted into the Thames.

Fortune, not infrequently,
favours the unexpected, and
flat, swift handling created a
single overlap with Rory
Underwood poised to score on
the left.

Johnson, crossing from the
opposite wing, overhauled the
England flyer and struck the
ball from his grasp just
moments before he started his
descent for the try line.

For sheer bloody cheek this
was the “s’plat du jour” - the
RAF’s biggest gun spiked with
the shell halfway up the barrel.

The airmen never recovered
their poise, were forced
increasingly to infringe to sur-
vive, and Abernethy kicked the
vital points.

This was a first class Army
effort. With nine new caps in
1995, the future looks bright,
although nothing should be
taken for granted.

The Royal Navy has recov-
ered and is strong. The RAF
has some gifted players.

Under a new chairman and a
fresh coaching team, the
airmen may well be in a posi-
tion to rebuild and challenge
again in the near future. For
1995, however, the win by four
tries to three and 28 points to
26, was very satisfying.

Ken Lawson, Graham
Morgan, Bobby Matthews and
Tim Rodber, the Army coach-
ing quartet, released the spark
and psychological frame of
mind necessary to do what
they all know should have been
accomplished in 1994,

For the record: Both Rob
Wainwright (Scotland) and
Tim Rodber (England) made
themselves available for selec-
tion for the Willis Corroon
championship but were not, in
view of the Rugby World Cup,
selected for either match.

The Army selectors consid-
ered the possible conse-
quences, but judged the Army,
as a whole, would understand
that, in 1995, the national
teams of Scotland and Eng-
land should come first.

Stop press: The Navy, 34-
17 conquerors of the Army,
beat the RAF 43-19 to win the
Inter-Services crown outright
for the first time since 1987.

Hajduk Split 3, Brit Engr Bn 2
THE 1994 Army football
champions, 28 Engr Regt,
may be serving on Op Grapple,
but they can still find a game.

Players from the regiment
teamed up with fellow
Hameln-based sappers from
35 Engr Regt to play Hajduk
Split, recently defeated by
Dutch club Ajax in the quar-
ter-finals of the European

Off-side decision Splits sappers

Champions Cup competition.

Deployed over a large area
of Bosnia and Croatia, the
sappers spent up to eight
hours on the road to the coast
to take on the Hajduk Split
Veterans, a side made up of
former professionals.

Ross opened the scoring for
the engineers and Francis put
them further ahead. Hajduk
pulled one back before the

interval, sent on several
younger players and equalised
in the 61st minute. Hajduk
took advantage of a close off-
side decision to take a winning
3-2 lead as time ran out.

It was an enjoyable break for
the sappers from their Grap-
ple 5 role of keeping the roads
open, repairing buildings and
providing power and water to
war-torn communities.
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RUGBY SEVENS NORTHERN IRELAND CUP

Airborne Gunners in

a class of their own

THE ONLY team playing
proper sevens rugby were
simply miles ahead of the
opposition at the Army Touche
Ross sevens competition at
Aldershot on April 19, writes
Roger Thompson.

Army XV-a-side champions
7 Para RHA went through the
preliminary rounds showing a
marked ability to move the ball
swiftly into space.

Throughout they main-
tained an ebb-and-flow pattern
across the field, if necessary
retreating under initial defen-
sive pressure before springing
forward at the decisive mom-
ent, invariably to score.

Three of their Army players
exerted influence on the style
of play and the ability to break
cleanly. Howard Graham at fly
half acted as a pivot, control-
ling the direction and tempo of
play, while Will Bramble
unleashed his telling power
and pace at the critical
moment to break the initial
cover, after which few, if any,
could catch him.

John Denwood, scrum half
and flanker combined, tight-
ened the perimeter of the
scrums and lines out. Wood,
until injured, and Wade were

Tug of war.

PORT

. from Ieft to rlght, Cpl Vince Key (2 Sigs), Gnr Rory Jones (7 Para RHA), Cpl Steve Bartliff and

LBdr Dale Jefferies contest possession in the Army Touche Ross sevens final at Aldershot

always on hand to kick-start a
moment of hesitation. Having
beaten 15 Regiment RLC (a
superb effort from a minor
unit) in the semi-finals, they
swept aside last year’s champi-
ons, 2 Signal Regiment, in the

final. The signallers scored
first with a kick and chase, but
thereafter the Parachute Gun-
ners constructed a series of
superb tries combining purist
sevens skills, power and speed.

They ran out undisputed

winners by 30 points to 14.
Howard Graham received the
trophy from the Adjutant Gen-
eral, Gen Sir Michae] Wilkes,
in his last appearance as Presi-
dent of the Army Rugby
Union.

Welsh
beard
the Irish

3 RIrish 15,1 RRW 26
TWO teams who have domi-
nated Army rugby in North-
ern Ireland this winter met in
the NI ARU Major Units
league decider after finishing
on level points.

Despite the pressure put on
them by 3 R Irish, and the
“away” venue — the match was
played at Depot R Irish in Bal-
lymena — the men of 1 RRW
" kept their composure to earn a
fine victory.

The Irish kept the ball tight
from the start and put togeth-
er a string of back row moves.
But the departure of RQMS

Irish and British Lion hooker Stevie Smith presents the NI HU
Major Units League Cup to Capt Simon Butt, the 1 RRW skipper

Jackie Harper with a severe
facial injury upset the 3 R Irish
rhythm and the Welsh crept
back into the game.

LCpl Doc Doherty gave the
Irish a short-lived 3-0 lead
when a Welshman strayed off-

side in the tenth minute. LCpl

Barney Barnard replied with a
simple penalty from in front of
the posts.

With the two goal-klckers
exchanging more penalties,
the Irish took a 12-9 lead into
half time.

The Welsh began to domi-
nate in the line out and gener-
ally look more dangerous.
They took the lead when
Williams ran in a try after
hooker Llewellyn had smug-
gled the ball from an Irish line
out. Barnard added the con-
version and restored the
margin with a fourth penalty
after the Irish had kicked a
penalty of their own.

With the score at 15-19, a
desperate Irish attack ended
when a pass was dropped and
the ball hacked up the field.
Welsh winger Cpl Charlie
Brown won the race to score in
the corner.

Barnard kicked to goal to
put the result beyond doubt.
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SCE Concession Purchase
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The Chief of the General Staff, Gen Sir Charles Guthrie, accompanied by Maj Gen Hew

Pike, Commandant of the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, completes his inspection of
the Sovereign’s Parade at RMAS on April 13. The Sword of Honour and the Queen’s Medal
were awarded to Junior Under Officer Richard Wallwork, who is to join the Royal Artillery.

Picture: Mike Perring






