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HE traditional ceremonies of the T City of London areslowly coming 
Intotheir own again. O n e d  the key 
men here i s  the City Marshal, Col. 
J. Hulme Taylor. OBE, who assists 
the Lord Mayor through elaborate 
ritual. 

Col. Hulme Taytor was appointed 
to this posi early in 1938, at the end 

Russian is very forthright . . . and likes 
to be treated in the aume way. He TANN INQUEST 

material for vigorous argumeh at all 
k v d s  from Drivote to field-marshal. 

Miliiorr Mi*& 11 H a c o w .  Hc h e former A m y  
Champion. 

"Everyone' makes mistakes In war. 

in our work of misina the armoured 
1 suppase we made ourrhare of mistakes BUCHENWAU) 

~~ ~ ~~~~~ 

tor&, but I do not thigk the armcured APTAIN Christopher Burney roe* 
forces themselves made many mistakes c 15 months in Buchenwald. His 
after we had developed our technique reason for writing "The Dungeon 
and instilled it into at1 units and forma- Democracy" (Heinemann~, 6s.) is". . .to 
tions." writes Lt.-Gen. Martel. One of see the world cured ofa pestilence which 
our chief mistakes. he is mnvinced. was will eventually cause the destruction 
the failure to provide for North-West of thehuman race unless a swifi cure is 
Europe a new model of heavy Infantry found. The pestilence is inhumanity. 
tank to replace the two-par-old Church- and t h i s  book is designed simply to 
ill; a tank which could give support in give warning of its presence . . . and to 
close fighting. leoving the cruiser tanks guard .against the falol tendency to 
to handle fast, open warfare. think that It is a dirtct &spring of Nazi- 

dam and will perish with its father." + + +  Capt. Burney tells a macabre story 
' No campaign. he poink out. con rest with re.alisq and force. The chronicle i s  

entirely on the offensive. He cites, and 0 t h  interrupted by reflective di res 
answers, the usual objections thus: lion% but never hindered by fhem.fhei 
(1) There are not enough men to man serve '0s notes to strengthen on argu- 
both kinds of tank-':like savino that ment for Western Greca-Roman civili- 

I LETTERS 
CINEMA SEATS L.f~~-- 

Recently the Army Cwncil stated thot 
one of the r-s for tmop having to 
pay for all theatre and cinema shows was 
to put them on the same footlng + 
civilians in regard to entertainment. 

Why then isn't, the seating accomm- 
dation put an  the some footing; that is. 
provided a person pays the stated price, 
why can't he have the .choica of seats in 
that category, regardless of his rank? 
One civilian's shilling i s  as g o d  as 
another's. Why not a Serviceman's? - 
"Puzzled"~. (naw and address 

* CRO zpo446 lays dmn lhaf I*c res- 
nvalirm of seats f a o f f i c n r ,  WOs mdsa?jmmls. 
or parries of ORs. will be ihc disnslirm 
of tk kd mmmwdm and ud a popoAmr 
of fhc move crpnsiar sefs Oil1 be vdvNcd 
for OR$. Rcsermfim of scald for oificnr 
d a s  *of rxcced 10 p" WIU o/ fk fobl 
scaling rape+ of any c i n r w  in BAOR. 
T ~ S L  res01vc seats arc kspf rrrlil five minvlcs 
nffw the hfinning of #he show and arc t k ~  
nvoilrrbla 10 ail ranks. - Ed.. SOLDIER. 

'WIN WALL 
With reference to Gunner Maidment's 

letter "Your Money" in SOLDIER No.24, 
I .cannot agree with your footnote: 
"There is no .difference bctween the 
Service and actual rates af exchange". 

I would quote a personal experience. 
In October 19U on being repatriated 
from Switzerland we were informed by 
the Swiss authorities that no currency 

the Gunners could not hove 6% field the, mob-hweria couid be taken out of the country. Hav- 
ing run things pretly fine I hod only and heavy artillery"; (2) a better-armed 

and beWer-armoured cruiser tank was *** Christopher mmey was a SIU ni 01 inter- 

Command-. and 0s an agmd In Fmnd. when (I To my surprise 1 received 500 French 
completed six years' war sewice sea we have cruisers which carry more vlthv-it.lb.lmved him. Followed raptivily in ion. francr in exchange, 
A,,,,,,,~ the many tasks set him by armour and bigger guns than bdtle- '*sand at auchenwald. On reaching UK we were ordered to 
%e Army in India was the formation 

ships possessed in earlier days, but no surrender all foreign currency for 
eventual credit at the "Service" rate of one that we do not therefore 

of the first Indian Armoured Corps now need battleships"; (3) Infantry tanks exchange. In due course my account was 
Tank Training School, where In- AJOR Anthony Quayle's "Eight credited with d 10s. Five Swiss fmw would have dficub in keepins up, and 
dims were instructed as crew in crossing bridges--"they could be M Hours From England" (Heine- 

ferried acpw rivers on special rafts . . . ' mann, &. 6d.)carriaanoteofauthentic- 
before going to Operate they would hove been able to catch up ity which addr to its excitement, It 

Sherman tanks' in Burma. in the fastest advances that we mode' ovoi+ the far-flung improbabilities ofro 
In November of last year Col. within 0 week and then take over the, 2 moG "bnderground" novels. The plot 

Hulme Toylor was demobilised and deals with operations in Albania during 
1 9 M ;  it is ataleofhardship. courage 

.' and unflagging diplomacy. The work of returned to London, where heagain + + +  
t w k  up his past as City Marshal. Uncontroversial-but none the less an agent in those days was not helped 
This appointment. which dates back interesting-is the outhor's statement: by the existence of two parties in Al- 

700 to the Mayor* "It is astonishing how often we had to bania: the Balli. or Right Wing, who 

the Only position Of private resurrect ideas from the First World were potential collaborators with the 
War and adapt them 10 the existing Germans, and the Partisans. or Commu- 

retainer in England where the circumstances." Among these ideas ni*. who set themselvCI the task of 
officer is allowed to carry arms-in were: the special RE tanks used in the fighting both the Balli and the Germans. 
thiscaseasword. onstateoccasions ' assault on the Normandy beaches. the In the interest of Allied plans some 

tanks carrying demolition charges. mine- reconciliation wos necessary; equally the Marshal rides a charger in front swecping rollers, short-span bridges and necessary was it to convince the Balli 
of the Lord Mayor's carriage. long-span girders. of the urgency and ultimate triumph  of^ 

The photograph s h w  Col. For a period Lt.-Gen. Martel took the Allied cause. How the hero sets 
Hulme T ~ ~ T O ~  in thefu{l ceremonial Over the uncoveted jab Of heading the about this tiicky task forms the frame- 

British Military Mission in Russio. work of this novel. 

in the Egyptian Holl at the Mansion to be suave and appeasing in his then becam. a gunner. serving for a while as siaa 
relations with the Rursions, Lt,-Gen, captain at Gibmllw. In 1 9 U  he was eppointrd 
M~~~~ to hove obtained such lo~pedddulIes.among which wemruch operations House. 

os thou drrmlbed In  this bwk. He h now b o h  
success as he had by plain speaking. "The 

supplied). 

of 32 ieors' service with the Indian 
Covolry. when the war reduced the 

as O P W e d  
poldla of "-isms". 

Q d i V f f i e t  Of the office. col. Hulme on the way which was the equal of an national la* in h i s  bf0.e the wor."a. *mad at s and* Inore in 

T~~~~~ to where he tonk-..Nmenre , . , on the Mwik -4th i(u h t h  W=I.S~--~.. 
the derision than s w o t i o n .  I handed it in. 

SPEUAL MISSION 

'lose fighting ' ' .'' 

dress of the City Marshal standing Disregarding the advice given him AnlhonyQuo).le -tor bebrethewe;. 

J London's West End dwc. 

,WHAT YOU GET AND 
HOW YOU GET IT 

HEN you are released from the *his mle dwlnp your Itav*., provided thnl.vou have grdvity is  ~ ~ I w k t d  s.~(lmtely for each period. w in clas you will be not forfeited It through ml-ndwcl: 
Whan~ FY go w yovr r.1.- h v c  you will For exmple. here ir what an RE rerieont with 

gtonted M days' leave on full pay and an remill. M advancc of approximdily three waeks' 5% MI*~c*~ thin* of which ha*? been rpcnt 
extra paid day for every month you have poy m d  Ihe mmdnd.r will be 1nu.d 10 VOY at O*er*-* car? exPeQ: 

4 I. d. 
have fortnightly int~wals through IhePosl Omc*. I f  YOU 

how overseas releas= ~eave your my for the extm f6 de** I*aw at 15P . . . 
been abroad for at l e d  s ix  months. plod wilt continue to be inrued in thh mmnrt.r. '36 Polf-warcr.d(t~t6d:ada),for4y*~n day* w.naas haw at .. 2 7 b O  36 10 0 This statement must by ROW be familiar When your 56 dmys expire 0" will nceive 

to every serving and wpman, but bonkbookfromthe P a t O f f i ~ ~ ~ ~ . v i ~ g s  amk which GratUitY 01 ~ ~ / - ~ r m ~ n t h ~ f r ~ r * i c c . .  46 4 0 
Wil lmnI* i in your ms1-wer rrdlt.of6d.. for .very Totol 152 9 4 

there i s  still a certain amount of doubt 
19U..nd alloyouigr(ltuity. ThePottOfnu~.aving~ NB: Th*serjwt'r poy &e ih~dculahd as to what i s  meant by "full pay". 

owing yoy' y days' I-". you will nmivc yOu, Book can h used 01 any Poll Omc. in lh. Uni1.d 
m i c  rml. of pa* at Ik t h e  of "I.-., and Kingdom. You are .ntiIl.dIo drawlh-pou.Yndl On ~ l Y l o t . I n C I U d l n ~ ~ e . m ~ ' ~ p e y  9p 
p u ~  l l ~ ~  urvic.  inCI.m.nh ef 1s.. 01 1,. w ,  for d . m d .  and If r e v  wirh to draw a 10w.r -VDI War  S*rVlm l ~ ~ m W l t S ( S Y O ~ 1 1 ~ .  ':'U6 
sib., ,/sin.. 4 w-nt offinr,, for the R o t  jhme this con b. do- by filllng in the ~ p l ( ~ t j t ( o n  ferm RdlOn AIIOWMC. . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 3/S 
yews' sawice and 6d. for ..ch wbrqueol  par1. *rMch 1' &tan*bl* P W  Offic*. On* find Told lS/Z . ' 
0,fflnrs b.1- *.Id rank with th- y.?r*' u n i ~ ~  WhI10 -1. In Wnnedlon with glalullles Is that I f  

A ?I..'* phy *.ouM'b. k. wllh m &lhd 2.1 

01 trade m y  w k n  m p p l l d .  end 5. M. mlbi 
cecdv. the mquirolenl of 9d. for ..ch.yeds sewi&. 

served o v e r s ~ s  provided that 12 9 4 

dey ha- b m , w d  as M OR six. 1 iMUarl 
folbws: 

ww S.W~- I--I (nv. -* xrvir.). I f  you am *bad.*- YOY rill del" yo", ll& 
rw4*intk-of m a r r ~ ~ * n * f a ~ * n l k w -  *.E.. Wil l  LOIII"". as. usual. YO" will all0 re.Cei". 
the 1-w r I k n  ~IOWMC. of 5. Sd. but no fuel, 

d d  WY *I U I * d  d1oWa.C.. A polntlo .a). h 
that If rOu haw k l d  P h i g k r  pdd  rank fM m y  
p.M sin" VE b y  yov M m H M  to k pdd (11 

Uahlmrid lrdyao dlamnct.  0ffic.d will nM9OI 

were woiih approximately 6s. 6d. at 
the "S rvice" rate of exchange! - 
Major&. M. Si. L-r, RA, 12l Tran- 
si t  Camp. 

WORLD ARMY 
In your review of Brigadier Anstey's 

book "Peace in our Time" you quote the 
author as saying, "You cannot have a 
World Army and A i r  Force without a 
World State on which to basethem and 
a World Navy to' convoy and support 
them." 

Can Brigadier Anstey tell whom he 
wishes to fight *ith his World Army 
when he has reached such an ecstatic 
state ofunityasfhe World Stateon which 
he is  going to base his forces? Is he 
looking forward to inter-planetary com- 
bat, or has he overlooked that his Uto- 
pian concept of fraterhity among all 
nations would need only a security farce 
of police to maintain tow and order! - 
L/Cpl. D. R. Wilkinr, 922 Rlwy Op 
Coy, RE. 

OFF-THE-AIR .PERIOD? 
British radio programmes come under 

constant fire. One of your readers re- 
cently criticised the accents of announcers 
on BFN. not realising perhaps that a 
North Country accent, for instance, 
i d o r t h e  northerner-as muchstandard 
pronunciation as the "haw-haw" variety 
is for the university don. And in England 

.a perfect hubbub hos'broken out over 
BBC programmes with the announce- 
ment that radio licence_feer are to be 
raised-by a palvT~lOs:.a year. 

This carping criticism IS surely due to 
the fad that listeners are glutted with 
too mon brwdcasts. The rodla is on 
18-hour lackground in too many homes. 
Would it not be refreshing if all stations 
went off the air for a certain period eoch 
day! With radio "krr on tap". pro- 
grammes would be more a preciated. - 

PAIFORCE 
To settle an argument, can you name 

any British Army Which served in Iraq 
In 1939-bO-b1? Did 1 Bn King's Own 
Royal Regt land by air and go into 
action straight awa I -Pte. J. Moylan, * I .  Tk rolh A m y  ir Paifmu was 
fonnrd in Scpm-bw r9q. 2. I Bit KRR 
landrd by air af Habbaiya, jud north o f  
Bagk id .  early ++ May 1941, and mmt ire 
d i m  imnnlialrly. - Ed., SOLDIER. 

Sjt. I. B. Corcomn, R S P gs. 

ne coy, 7 DWJ. 

(---cbgam 

GREAT 
1. from .4he Ge 
visit to 'KNpps 
y could build. This quedaon,psled out 

ity, was not taken seriously by K ~ p p i ,  who repliec' 
was Bomething in the neighbourhood of one metre (a 
approximately). : 

official. in spite of K ~ p p s '  scepticism, was impressed, 
an idea was born. By the end of that .year a pr6ject 

entiqed "DQRA* had been launched, and designs drawn U€ 
tor the largest gun in the world. 

1 The first gun. which on i ts completion was named "Schwere 
' Gnstav"-as opposed to "Lange Custav", a Wcm weapan with en 

abnormally long barrel-weighed 1500 tons, had a calibre of 80 cms 
and was capsble of firing a seven-and-a-half-ton shell up to a range 
of 28 miles. The barrel, in which a conference i s  reputed to have 
Seen held, was in two-parts which were screwed together in the 
middle. One of these parts when in production occasionally sewed 
L separate role an an air-raid shelter. The breech ring was of solid 

steel weighing 110 tons. and it was possible to walk in a semi- 
crouched position through the breech block recess. 

31-Inch Shell 
This gun was completed hy 1940. It was intended for use against 

,eavily delended concrete fortifications. firing a 31-inch conqrete 
enetration shell. A special range had to he built far the preiimi' ary 

nring trials. employing anti-ricochet screens of 18-inch concretf 
Shortly after the first campaign in France came to its close; one 

of these guns was seen on' the French railways heading for the 
Spanlsh frontier, possibly for use againd Gibraltar. "Schwere 
Gustav I" wag used in the slege of Sevaslopol, which the Germans 
riaim to have been the mast heavily fortified town of the war; w i a  
cohaiderable effect. A second gun wan built for use against Lenin. 
grad. with results which justified the Nazis' good opinion of the firsl. 
The shhooting was very accuratev and the gun had a rataof fire from 
two to three rounds per day. KruDps gave the barrel of the gun.a 
life of I00 rounds. 'This nurabel wa5 never reached by either-gun. 
ahhough one bred ps many 8 s  6Q rounds. 

':Schware Gustav" was carried to its firing position on rackay 
~IIIC~S, and fitted together on the spot. The business of qd ing 'ane 
gun took three weeks with the help of a gantry. When adhm6lba. 
the gun. covered two sets of rallway Iracks. Bpeclally built with'oak 
si+pers to-~stand the strain of the recoil. The shell, which was 
propelled by a cartridw 4 fi. 6 tns. high and filled with two tons of 
cordite'propellent, was loaded into the breech by means of small 

u c b  which. worked their way by lifts up to the top of the sump 
lucture. 

Crew - a Regiment 
The gun was emplaced and served by not fewer tban 1.5oO men, 

who were commanded by a major-general, with a colonel from the 
Army Ordnance Directorate actiue as technical adviser. Although 
no mishaps are reported. the Germans rouid never quile predict what 
would happen when the gun went into action. 

The potentialities of a gun of this size seemed to Hitler to be 
enormous. The very idea of building such a weapon might have 
seemed crazy from the atart, hut, having gone crazy, why stops 
Accordingly plans were drawn up for a new shell for "Schwere 
Gustav'*-this tiq? to crass the Straits of Dover and laud in  London. 
The initial discharge would be the same as for.the normal shell, but , 
once up in the stratosphere a rocket propellent contained in the 
-se of the shell would take over and extend the range. 

But there were snap. Having come 60 far. the scientists and 
gineers were working in unknown country, and. if such a radical 

I alteration to the shell were to be made without risk to the men who 
6red it, a considerable period of further research would benecesrary.. 
BY the Ume the experiments were over. the need far the shell woqd 
hare gone. The Fiihrer was therefore persuaded to abandon his 
bright idea. 

-The two guns are now lying wrecked in . the  Russian Zone of 
Germany, and the component parts for a thlrd whlch was ou order 
at KRlpps came into our hauds when the Allied Armies captured 

RiCHARD GARRRT (Lieuf.) ea 
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4 I. d. 
have fortnightly int~wals through IhePosl Omc*. I f  YOU 

how overseas releas= I..ZV= your my for the extm f6 de** I*aw at 15P . . . 
been abroad for at l e d  s ix  months. plod wilt rontinue to be inrued in thh mmnrt.r. '36 Polf-warcr.d(t~t6d:ada),for4y*~n day* w.naas haw at .. 2 7 b O  36 10 0 This statement must by ROW be familiar When your 56 dmys expire 0" will nceive 

to every serving and wpman, but bonkbookfromthe P a t O f f i ~ ~ ~ ~ . v i ~ g s  amk which GratUitY 01 ~ ~ / - ~ r m ~ n t h ~ f r ~ r * i c c . .  46 4 0 
Wil lmnI* i in your ms1-wer rrdlt.of6d.. for .very Totol 152 9 4 

there i s  still a certain amount of doubt 
19U..nd alloyouigr(ltuity. ThePottOfnu~.aving~ NB: Th*serjwt'r poy &e ih~dculahd as to what i s  meant by "full pay". 

owing yoy' y days' I-". you will nmivc yOu, Book can h used 01 any Poll Omc. in lh. Uni1.d 
m i c  rml. of pa* at Ik t h e  of "I.-., and Kingdom. You are .ntiIl.dIo drawlh-pou.Yndl On ~ l Y l o t . I n C I U d l n ~ ~ e . m ~ ' ~ p e y  9p 
p u ~  l l ~ ~  urvic.  inCI.m.nh ef 1s.. 01 1,. w ,  for d . m d .  and If r e v  wirh to draw a 10w.r -VDI War  S*rVlm l ~ ~ m W l t S ( S Y O ~ 1 1 ~ .  ':'U6 
sib., ,/sin.. 4 w-nt offinr,, for the R o t  jhme this con b. do- by filllng in the ~ p l ( ~ t j t ( o n  ferm RdlOn AIIOWMC. . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 3/S 
yews' sawice and 6d. for ..ch wbrqueol  par1. *rMch 1' &tan*bl* P W  Offic*. On* find Told lS/Z . ' 
0,fflnrs b.1- *.Id rank with th- y.?r*' u n i ~ ~  WhI10 -1. In Wnnedlon with glalullles Is that I f  

A ?I..'* phy *.ouM'b. k. wllh m &lhd 2.1 

01 trade m y  w k n  m p p l l d .  end 5. M. mlbi 
cecdv. the mquirolenl of 9d. for ..ch.yeds sewi&. 

served o v e r s ~ s  provided that 12 9 4 

dey ha- b m , w d  as M OR six. 1 iMUarl 
foilms: 

ww S.W~- I--I (nv. -* xrvir.). I f  you am *bad.*- YOY rill del" yo", ll& 
rw4*intk-of m a r r ~ ~ * n * f ~ ~ * n l k w -  *.E.. Wil l  LOIII"". as. usual. YO" will all0 re.Cei". 
the 1-w r I k n  ~IOWMC. of 5. Sd. but no fuel, 

d d  WY *I U I * d  d1oWa.C.. A polntlo .a). h 
that If rOu haw k l d  P h i g k r  pdd  rank fM m y  
p.M sin" VE b y  yov M m H M  to k pdd (11 

Uahlmrid lrdyao dlamnct.  0ffic.d will nM9OI 

were worth approximately 6s. 6d. at 
the "S rvice" rate of exchange! - 
Major&. M. Si. L-r, RA, 12l Tran- 
si t  Camp. 

WORLD ARMY 
In your review of Brigadier Anstey's 

book "Peace in our Time" you quote the 
author as saying, "You cannot have a 
World Army and A i r  Force without a 
World State on which to basethem and 
a World Navy to' convoy and support 
them." 

Can Brigadier Anstey tell whom he 
wishes to fight *ith his World Army 
when he has reached such an ecstatic 
state ofunityasfhe World Stateon which 
he is  going to base his forces? Is he 
looking forward to inter-planetary com- 
bat, or has he overlooked that his Uto- 
pian concept of fraterhity among all 
nations would need only a security farce 
of police to maintain tow and order! - 
L/Cpl. D. R. Wilkinr, 922 Rlwy Op 
Coy, RE. 

OFF-THE-AIR .PERIOD? 
British radio programmes come under 

constant fire. One of your readers re- 
cently criticised the accents of announcers 
on BFN. not realising perhaps that a 
North Country accent, for instance, 
i d o r t h e  northerner-as muchstandard 
pronunciation as the "haw-haw" variety 
is for the university don. And in England 

.a perfect hubbub hos'broken out over 
BBC programmes with the announce- 
ment that radio licence_feer are to be 
raised-by a palvT~lOs:.a year. 

This carping criticism IS surely due to 
the fad that listeners are glutted with 
too mon brwdcasts. The rodla is on 
18-hour lackground in too many homes. 
Would it not be refreshing if all stations 
went off the air for a certain period eoch 
day! With radio "krr on tap". pro- 
grammes would be more a preciated. - 

PAIFORCE 
To settle an argument, can you name 

any British Army Which served in Iraq 
In 1939-bO-b1? Did 1 Bn King's Own 
Royal Regt land by air and go into 
action straight awa I -Pte. J. Moylan, * I .  Tk rolh A m y  ir Paifmu was 
fonnrd in Scpm-bw r9q. 2. I Bit KRR 
landrd by air af Habbaiya, jud north o f  
Bagk id .  early ++ May 1941, and mmt ire 
d i m  imnnlialrly. - Ed., SOLDIER. 

Sjt. I. B. Corcomn, R S P gs. 

ne coy, 7 DWJ. 
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GREAT 
1. from .4he Ge 
visit to 'KNpps 
y could build. This quedaon,psled out 

ity, was not taken seriously by K ~ p p i ,  who repliec' 
was Bomething in the neighbourhood of one metre (a 
approximately). : 

official. in spite of K ~ p p s '  scepticism, was impressed, 
an idea was born. By the end of that .year a pr6ject 

entiqed "DQRA* had been launched, and designs drawn U€ 
tor the largest gun in the world. 

1 The first gun. which on i ts completion was named "Schwere 
' Gnstav"-as opposed to "Lange Custav", a Wcm weapan with en 

abnormally long barrel-weighed 1500 tons, had a calibre of 80 cms 
and was capsble of firing a seven-and-a-half-ton shell up to a range 
of 28 miles. The barrel, in which a conference i s  reputed to have 
Seen held, was in two-parts which were screwed together in the 
middle. One of these parts when in production occasionally sewed 
L separate role an an air-raid shelter. The breech ring was of solid 

steel weighing 110 tons. and it was possible to walk in a semi- 
crouched position through the breech block recess. 

31-Inch Shell 
This gun was completed hy 1940. It was intended for use against 

,eavily delended concrete fortifications. firing a 31-inch conqrete 
enetration shell. A special range had to he built far the preiimi' ary 

nring trials. employing anti-ricochet screens of 18-inch concretf 
Shortly after the first campaign in France came to its close; one 

of these guns was seen on' the French railways heading for the 
Spanlsh frontier, possibly for use againd Gibraltar. "Schwere 
Gustav I" wag wed in the slege of Sevaslopol, which the Germans 
riaim to have been the mast heavily fortified town of the war; w i a  
cohaiderable effect. A second gun wan built for use against Lenin. 
grad. with results which justified the Nazis' good opinion of the firsl. 
The shhooting was very accuratev and the gun had a rataof fire from 
two to three rounds per day. KruDps gave the barrel of the gun.a 
life of I00 rounds. 'This nurabel wa5 never reached by either-gun. 
ahhough one bred ps many 8 s  6Q rounds. 

':Schware Gustav" was carried to its firing position on rackay 
~IIIC~S, and fitted together on the spot. The business of qd ing 'ane 
gun took three weeks with the help of a gantry. When adhm6lba. 
the gun. covered two sets of rallway Iracks. Bpeclally built with'oak 
si+pers to-~stand the strain of the recoil. The shell, which was 
propelled by a cartridw 4 fi. 6 b. high and filled with two tons of 
cordite'propellent, was loaded into the breech by means of small 

u c b  which. worked their way by lifts up to the top of the sump 
lucture. 

Crew - a Regiment 
The gun was emplaced and served by not fewer tban 1,500 men, 

who were commanded by a major-general, with a colonel from the 
Army Ordnance Directorate actiue as technical adviser. Although 
no mishaps are reported. the Germans rouid never quile predict what 
would happen when the gun went into action. 

The potentialities of a gun of this size seemed to Hitler to be 
enormous. The very idea of building such a weapon might have 
seemed crazy from the atart, hut, having gone crazy, why stops 
Accordingly plans were drawn up for a new shell for "Schwere 
Gustav'*-this t i q  to crass the Straits of Dover and laud in  London. 
The initial discharge would be the same as for.the normal shell, but , 
once up in the stratosphere a rocket propellent contained in the 
-se of the shell would take over and extend the range. 

But there were snap. Having come 60 far. the scientists and 
gineers were working in unknown country, and. if such a radical 

I alteration to the shell were to be made without risk to the men who 
6red it, a considerable period of further research would benecesrary.. 
BY the Ume the experiments were over. the need far the shell woqd 
hare gone. The Fiihrer was therefore persuaded to abandon his 
bright idea. 

-The two guns are now lying wrecked in . the  Russian Zone of 
Germany, and the component parts for a thlrd whlch was ou order 
at KRlpps came into our hauds when the Allied Armies captured 

RiCHARD GARRRT (Lieuf.) ea 
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was destroyed and 15 per cent rendered homh damage had to be cleared away "Never - Never" 
unserviceable. After that,, machines and first-aid repairs , given .to pants cord for 
and equipment were quickly dispersed which were still useable. Many large would -be Volkr- 
or removed from the upper floors to walls had to be built to keep out the wagen I t  
the cellars and the output of the fac- weather. The next job was to bring contained50spaces, 

back the machinery. sometimes from 20 RM in each of tory dwindled away. 
And now? 
In August 1945 the British Military all more than 700 machines were re- 

Government took over from REME. who turned. Lastly, the German administra- 
occupy part of the works as a repair tive and productlon staffs had to he 
shop. and by October the Volkswagen collected and formed into a team. 
was once more coming off the lines. 
At first the jeep model was produced 
as well as 500 Reichspost delivery Thethree proto- 
vans, but now only two models are iyper were on 
made - the high and low chassis saloon 
types. 

Bringing the Volkswagen works back 
to life was no easy job. Ruhhle and 

. 

view at thl 

KdF-WAGEN- SPARKARTE 
I 

HE Volkswagen, the  &S saloon car which Hitler promised the 
German people but never gave them, is rolling off the assembly T lines again: not for the Germans, but for the British Army and 

the Control Commission. 
The cars now being made in a war-shattered factory 20 miles 

north-east of Brunswick are part of a contract placed by  the British Army 
of the Rhine for 45,000 saloon-type Volkswagen. 

This Volkswagenwerk. or Wolfsburg Motor Works as it is now called, 
shocks the visitor by its immensity. It sprawls over the landscape like 
a grey, crippled giant. 

Its offspring, the Volkswagen. has a history of high hopes and great 
disillusionment, a background of grandiose enterprise and  unfulfilled 
commitments. 

by 1936 he had formed a preparatory 
that would meet the pocket of the company and had ordered experimental 
worker and would not he a "class- models to be made. A German engineer, 
separating bdrrier" was conceived by Dr. Ferdinand Porsche, was given the 
Hitler as early as 1934. At fint he job of designing the People's Car, and 
approached the existing German motor for his work received 21.6w.000 RM 
manufacturers with his ideas, hut nego- plus expenses later on as a consultant. 
tiations proved unsatisfactory. He then When the experimental stage was 
decided that the car should be a Party over the DAF - the German Labour 
concern built in a Party factory, and Front-got down to building the fac- 

The idea of producing a reliable car 

tory. By law the DAF was unable to 
go into private industrial enterprise. 
so it formed two trustee companies 
and these financed the Volkswagen- 
werk Company from funds to the extent 
of 150 million RM. 
Then, before the factory was even 

built, the idea of the People's Car was 
put across to the German public. The 
German worker was urged by the Kraft 
durcb Freude (Strength through Joy) 
organisation to save up and buy his 
own car on a cheap, easy instalment 
system. The car was priced at WO RM 
to be paid in instalments of not less 
than 5 RM. The idea caught an rapidly 
and 250 million RM were collected 
from workers contributions alone. 

By May 1938 Hitler was laying the 
foundation stone and in just over a 
year the factory was completed. built 
almost entirely by Italian labour. 

Everything was done on a grand 
scale. Besides the factory - the main 
huildinq of which is more than half- 
a-mile long-a new town of nearly 
3,OW dwelling units was built to house 
the workers. The plant itself was plan- 
ned to produce 4.000 cars a week. but 
not one ever reached the public. 

When the war started the factory 
had been completed only two months. 
A few saloon cars had been produced 
hut -these went to the factory officials. 
Fully expecting an early victory. the 
organisers decided to close down the 
factory for the duration of the war. 
The past year's fever of construction 
died away and many of the workers 
were paid off. The factory became 
silent. 

Twelve months of war passed. Vic- 
tory. it appeared. was not just --.."A 

the corner. At the end of 1940 the 
Lnftwaffe stepped in and life returned 
once more to the factory. Part of it 
was requisitioned and work began on 
aeroplane wings and other aircraft 
material. Later on V-l and V-2 pads 
were produced. ' 

The German Army also took over a 
share of the works and created the 
jeep-type Volkswagen. This. except 
for a different body, was almost iden- 
tical with the saloon type. In all 55,000 
jeeps, including 14.000 Schwimmwagen 
-amphibious jeeps- were produced. 

It has often been said that Hitler 
never intended the car to be  produced 
for the German people and that the 
whole project was simply a ruse to 
gain money to build a car for war pur- 
poses. Yet the fact that at the outbreak 
of the war the factory did not qo into 
immediate war production and remained 
idle for over a year suggests that this 
theory is not wholly true. In addition. 
the huge size of the place made it 
unsuitable as a war factory. far it 
presented an e x d l e n t  bombing target. 
as later events proved. Perhaps i t  was 
a huge decoy meant to mislead Britain 
and France into believing in Hitler's 
peaceful intentions. 

The factory was first bombed in 1940 
but the brunt of the attack came in 
1944 when 33 per cent of the factoiy 

- 

Sparer Nr.- 

Front view of the 
People's Car, low 
chossir model. Moss 
Dradudion was 
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might hove been - lhe 
Conqueror's Car as I! IS. 

( C o n t i n u  e d  f r o m  P a g e  

I 
"TIC- TAC" 
his 4 voice. Once the r ed  light is on 

radio producer must be able to 
talk with his hands as well as 

he  con no longer speak to t h e  per- 
formers. He  stays behind a glass 
panel out of touch with the cast, 
save  for  the signs he  makes with 
his hands, until the  red light goes on. 

This series of pictures shows how 
the Army's own broadcasting men  
"speak" to the Servicemen and  
women who perform far Brhtish 
Forces Network in Germany. Feo- 
tured in the photographs is Sit. 
John Brandon. who has  been ocllna 

A 
A 

. 

T=cj 
m 

t" 
HE worlds  most difficult 
broadcast takes place about 
once .a month at  a large 

private house in Belgravia, London, 
It is an  Army broadcast and is pro- 
duced in a studio normally used for 
recording programmes for Army 
radio stations overseas. 

The broadcast goes on all day  
and, as the soldiers who are  running 
it present the programmes they 
have carefully prepared, nearly 
everything that can go wrong in an  
Army broadcasting studio does go  
wrong. 

The lights fuse. Some of the gramo- 
phone turntables refuse to work. The 
BBC news-bulletin is received so faintly 
that it is useless for relay. A signal is 
suddenly received to say that the "Com- 
mander-in-Chief" is arriving to broad- 

cast in 10 minutes' t t entertainment up and carries out 'faptured or leased stations. and 
of the studio as well as going on the air. finally to the up-to-date Britiah Forces 

Still. somehow. the broadcast goes on. Network in Gemany. 
But no one ever hears it because it does The nucleus of trained broadcasters 
not so out over the air. It is a practice was not big enough to man ,all the 
broadcast by soldiers who are being stations. so 'gradually other suitable ' 
trained by the Army broadcasting men in uniform were picked out W their 
Depot Company to replace men from units. 
overseas Army radio stations who are Journalists, whose civilian job has 

were found to be particularly useful and 
much in common with broadcasting, being demobbed. 

All the Snags one of them. R well-known peace-time 
-i 

. I  

For this "broadcast", the who had spent 
a three-weeks' course s ; f .  "p;' took charg of a st on 
gather they ever round Came and aC1-S think too, and made were a welcome surne& because of the /ob. of broadcasting in the 
they have not yet been able to simulate 
for the students is RSM Raymond 
Raikes' experience of having shells 
crash round his studio truck while be 
was on the air. 

The men who carry it  Out come from 
all kinds of units and range in rank broadcasters. 
from private to captain. Thev are the 

But Python and then release began 
combing out the old hands and Amy'  
Broadcasting. faced with the necessity 
of carrying on its stations for the men 
who. were left behind, called for volun- 
leers and started its own school for 

as president *.-. - .. of the popular -. . daily w 

'. . 
... , . ,. . . . 

11 arwmbly fming the ali-steel bad he 

The lay-out is neat but n d  skimped, and 
there is plenty of leg room .as the en- 
gine is in th- ---- I I A girl in the park being introduce< 

10 the radio audience. Her view: 
will make part of a five-minuta 

test progromme. 

pick of more than WO men who volun- 
leered when a call went out for Must Be All-Bornden 
students. "Further from mike!" 

u c c e s o ~ a  - , Above : The jeep's stn .. I Above: Back view of saloon model. to Army units and the Control Commission. 
Note twin rear lighls and engine ventiC 
otion louvre. gradients with gusto. 
Below: The engine is com ct and 
accessible. and distinguished dean- 

' Below: On the testing ground. The Volkwagen tackiu steep and mugh 
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I ife is beginning to stir again d night in the blacken 
s of Hamburg and in the cafes that exaped t 
s. The citizens are feeling that they want to 

ewhere to talk and see other people, instead 
ing quietly in their homes. 
omburg before the war was one of the most dang 
ts in Europe for the unwary. The war has mi 
population. There are st i l l  perils for the foolish 
Hamburg's health record is good, in large m 
to the untiring care of the Redcaps, who do a d 
with tact as well as firmness. Th is  is  the story of 

y do it and in particular o 
Vice Squad. 

as the' public meetings, an 
"eyes" of the commanaer at any time 
anywhere. 

rom VD and those who are obviously 
not the type7 

The answer is to be found in the 
.result. obtained - .an average of 12 
per cent of all' women examined after 
cafe raids have been found to he 
suffering from one or another form of 
VD. Moreover, while it is compara- 
.Uvdy easy to pkk out the type on the 
streets. to attempt to discriminate in a 
cafe ia almost imporsib!e. 

An examination into the monthly 
t6tals of results obtained is worth 
making. In September 1945, out of 7?2 
women ordered to report for inspection 
t40 were found to be buffering from 
V Q  In October, 149 out of 943; in 
November. 163 out of 1,180 in Decem- 
her. 149 out of lS9 ,  

Beaidea the periodic raids made on 
cafes the Vice Squad make patmls 
outside clubs, canteens, cinemas and 
parks, where individual check-ups are 
made. An experienced observer soon 
gets to know which girls are likely to 
be causing trouble and when such h 
girl is spotted she is taken'away for 
medical inapection. A high percentape 
of .girls picked out in this way ara 
found to be infected. A few soldiers 
have been surprised when the Military 
Police have requested their girl 
companions to accompany them away. 

. but the judgment of ,the patrols ia 

Hamburg's M P 3  believe that preven- 
n 'I better than cure. Hamburg. 

the war, was a notorious port, 
young m? found it e&y to go 
Yet, today, the health record 

troops in the area in this respect 
best in that part of Germany 

The work of the Vice Squad, 
although important, is a very .mall 
part of the task of Hamburg's Military 
Police. There is a Car Squad, a small 
mobile force equipped with road 
barriers, which checks up on the 
misuse of Armv vehicles and petrol. 

~ 

Another squad is the Road Patrol, 
which watch- for dangerous driving 
and works on the courtesy principle. 
stopping offenders and warning them 
politely of the dangers of speeding. 

An extremely interesting section of 
the Military Police is the Information 
Squad. This section. installed in I 
Information Post planned like a moder 
showroom. is daily bombarded wi  
hundreds of questions from Servicem 

estlons such a and ddims-qu 
'Where can I find such and such a unit? 
"What's on at the cinemasl"; "Whe 
can 1,sleepl"; "I've just got posted 
Hamburg but I don't what my unit h 
"Can you give me the route to Italy' 
They try,..to satisfy all legitima 
enquiries. 

there is the Special Investig 
tion tion working on theft, illeg 
possession of WD property. suicidG 
murder and denunciation by Germ1 
civilians. Important, too. is the Sipnil 
Squad. responsible for erecting sever 
thousand direction signposts, a ji 
whlch giees fulktime employment 
20 civilian signwdtenr. The task 
looking after the Geman Army !a Ir 
to a German-speaking Belgian Prom 
Company. which, among other thing. 
keeps an eye on Wehmacht vehlclea 
and German civil traqort.  
MPs But there dc-escorting are many Very other Importsnt jobr'that 

Persons, acting as eacorts , a t  w 
criminals trials. ordinary "heat" patrol 
collection of abandoned vehicles a1 
special house searches. These soldie 
have plenty of tales to tell - of tl 
man who mked them to evict h 
mother-in-law and was willing to bill 
troops in her place; of the reque 
from two civilians to arbitrate over tl 
possession of a cow; of the call 
assist at a childbirth. The MP is e v e  

W. SMITH (Lieu! 

The 
L C  

to know al' IL^ answers. 

WG€IT rfth the Mflitary Police Vice Spuad atam at six o'clock 
in the CMP HQ ai HLndentmrg Barracks. In a smaU roam A marked Contact and Investigation Section, some 15 people are 

@er& - two hovoat of8cers. half-adozen Mps and the rest German 
civil pdkemen asd womea. At we end of the rocqq a tall, lean-faad 
Military Police lujeant b giving IM~IUC~~OM. His voice is quiet and 
even. Itin direction# simple. 

~ 

&Mnd him are several large black- 
board. fhowhg VD atoti.tin. snd in 
the centre there'b one .h&g tho 
plan of a clfe marked up in chalk - 
the entrancln and exits, the position ,of 
the b q ~ #  wd the seating aommmoda- 
Uon The VICE w d .  whose job it is 
to fight a campaign for the soldier 
agaimt M. h in confemmce. 

hnrg.. 83 "In Bolmd." cafe+ ia being 
Tonight L raid on one of Ham- 

is a quiet, almost carual affair. 
conference. but it started several 

days before, when $It May. hcad of 
the smalt Vice Squad of slr W s  and 
a Germsn Weqmler, pat& a visit aa 
a ordinary soldier to the cafe. 

CluieSiy be six& the place up, . noted the state of clew~Iinem and the 
type Of people who 1(M u6ing it. Ha 
decided that a raid would he a wbe 
thg.  .nd More he Id t  he made a 
cmafn3 nota of the lay-out of the cafe. 

Hi. h t ~ b l ~ ~  at tonight's confer- 
ence lad only a few minutes. ?ben 
Dc. Schwmer. head of the German 
Civil Poke Vice Squad. and two 
womw police .uMaatl Ble out of tha 
room. followed By the W s .  Down- 

r d i n  seated and have theu Lacetity 
cards ready." 
~ j t   ay & US place at the. 

microphone. "The APM requests that 
all Service personnel will leave the 
cafe Immediately," he says. "You may 
return when the check-up is ovm: 

clsalrs are scraped back. Them is a 
rumble of heavy boots on the woodsn 
floor. Beer mugs are emptkd and the 
troop. ffle quietly away. 
some stop to spaat to the w s .  

"How long will i t  taker . . . . . '1 ldt 
my hat behind. 'so don't be long: 
Thex are typical remarks. 

In lew than 10 minuta the 150 w1- 
dlsn are outside. There 4s something 
abut  the quiot, LLrm Mtude of the 
h(pI that assurea the troops that what 
is haPPenhg is lm3=6ly h t h  in w r  
own interests and In the Intern of 
their fl'kUdR, 
. And the Germanr... ? 

Pint there is loud talk, some 
giggling: M Y  soem to c.b the W h o b  
t h l n g u a l o k e .  Witkthedepartweof 
the traop~. the Gonuan dvii poke 
t a a m p t d o m t o w o r t  &dlrOl.ao 
in the cafe b Iptmogated and ibt i -  

in co 
oatroli 

with 
en a1 

The G e r m a n  wolfer8 have seen there palbce v is i ts  before Ton\ghl they r lond 
mildly bored waiting ior the  raid to finish 



FSP: they fought - 
. 

. *  

L ESPIONAGE -SABOTAGE 
L The story of a war within a war, whose weapons were 



HE only white-wonian cver'tp take coramand:of a force OfJapanehe 
d d i e n  War a 3 0 - ~ ~ - o l d ' t k n a d i a n . F A ~ ,  Lieutenant Jow Barnford- 
-&er, who' 2.000 - fn t e rnw,  moetly womCn and children, 

to mfety from under the n o w  of, the Indonesian bandits in Sumatra. 
Joad W o r d - p k t c h e r  corn- from .Regia& Saskatchewan. and started 

her w 4  nervice aa .a drivu in the transport section of the Canadian Red 
Groan, trained by a Canadian woman who had served in the FANY's in 
.the. 1914-18 war. Then, paying herown expenses, she crossed the Atlantic 

" '  

t o  join the FANVS in blitzed Britain. S h e  was pobted to  a un i t  operating 
with the Polish Amy in Scot~and, y d  drove ambulances and did 

sb, welfare work. 
Whea a FANY Welfare Unit was 

sent out to SEAC, J o a  Bamford 
Fleteher was in the &st draft to be 
shipped overseas-in ApriI 1945. After 
do- welfare WO% La Sautk-Ea Asia, 
she landed in Sumatra laat October and 
was given the job of evacuating the 
intereea from Bangkinang camp to 
PadW. 

Marc4ing into 4 Japanere army head- 
quarters. she came out again with a 
convoy of 15 trucks at her disposal. 
and she Iatei increased her fleet to 
25 Japanese vehkks with ~ 0 t h 6 1  
seven broken-down and rtaggsrlng 
lorrka belonging to the internment 
camp. 

The first sn8g vas a ferr which, at 
the start of bar journey. gad to. be 
faclded in the early hours of the mor- 
ning. in darkness. The ferry had no 
engine. It waa fastened by a long cable 
to another cable that streechsa acroac 
the fiver and its sok power waa a 
small boy jumping occasionally on the 
crasriver cabk. jerking the ferry 
akmg-ar it drifted with bhe current. 

.. 
She got b. 
On tbe.fineI convoys, wben the indo- 

situation was 'getting worse, 
Miss Bamford-FI&Cher put a crash-cw. 
with *3de-:bumpers and 5ve armed 
guards, at the head,of the column to 

", the roads by Indonesians - mostly ou 
drnim with pdles Isid on top of them. 

Narve was Needed 
n e  crash-car stoppad, on the k t  

convoy but one, to repair a tyre on 
another vehicle, and when It got back 
to the top of the convoy again, with 

,the jeep close behiad. the guards and 
.Miw Bamford-Fletcher found the first 
vehicle. a .private car c o n t a w  two 
Dutchmen, had atopped. There was no 
sign of the Dutchmen and the xat was 
just being driven. off by M Indonesian. 
Miw Bamford-Fletcher pulkd the jeep 
up to the side of the'car. and opened 
the door. 

"Outl" she said. 
The Indonesian jumped out and 

. 

CMSh *IOU@ barriCddaa put dCW% 

~~ .- bolted. 
Putting the five iIImed guards on :he 

?%is ieny carried the convoy's six' cars. MiBamford-Fletcher set off with 
baggage trucka across the rive her interpreter to fl+ the miming 

utchwn and iinally ran them 40 ekrth 
c maIl house, with an their penonal 

at a time. and took two houn 
the job. The personnel trucka 
emptied and drove across a & effects on a table In front of them, d.n 
trestle bridge, which b a y e d  and b&"indonesian waving a great, bloodstained 
w &ey p d  'over. while their knife in their faces. another with a 
passengers walked. revolver in his hand and a third, a 

cutarly difficult as there was no sort me Jap interpreter got to work and 
of traffic control for them. Then M.% told the Indonesians the men were 
B8mford-Fletcher went. to visit an British, added some colour about the 
Indian brigade with which she had power of the British Empire. swore and 
previoudy worked and the brigadier yelled for good measure and eventually 
presented her with a Jeep. Instedd df got the men released. 
travelling on one d the twcks she. B~ then there was a milling crowd 
could now rove ap and down tine of hut hostile 
cd-. driven by her Japanese inter- gathered round the  door of the house. 
preter. Ending m t  how many break- attracted by the  no^, but Miss B ~ .  

there been and ~~Iord-Fletcher and the interpreter 
with them. managed to get the Dutchmen sakly 

armed 
first convoy. The number i n c r e a d  as "1 say I wab glad to get 
the Indonesian situation got worse. and of that hole;" said ~i~ ~ a m f ~ ~ d -  
the Iaat convoy had 70 J w  with Fletcher 
machine-guns mounted on the trucks. 

"It shook the Japanese a bit to find 
themselves under the command. of a Sword of Honour 
woman.:' said M i s  Bamford-Fletcher, After six weeks, during which she 
mportiq to her unit after leaving completed her job of evacuating the 
Sumatra. internees and made the 9CIL.kilometre 

On *e third convoy *e got caught trip over 5,oOO-teet'mountains 20 timer 
between a tmck and her jeep. and her in M days. .she rested a week in 
h e d  was Cut open. It PrOfmlY. Padang, waiting for an aircraft to take 
but Was back on the mad 4gdn her .out. But before she left she was 
two h w n  later with three stitches in given a rouvenir of her stay in Sumatra. 

The Japanese captain of a motor 'the wound. 
company which had dupplied her escon 

Jaw were Impreped . approsched her and thanked her for 
"From there otiihe Jap-e couldn't her courteous treatment of hm men. 

do enough for me: she said. ' M y  Then, unbuckling his 300year-old 
interpreter told me they had discussed sword, he presented it to her. "In 
it that night and say he would iikeme token." he said. "of my respect and 
to know I had won the reapectof every 
man on the convoy, but they had "1 loved every minute af the job," 
decided. they would never marfy d said Miss Bamford-Fletcher when.si~e 
European woman1 they were too tough. got saalely back to Singapore.' "I even 
Anyway, after that I never passed a . toound myself getting quite used- to 
Japanese on.  the road without being sleeping on a wooden platform' with 
saluted." nothing but a blanket. You just don't 

On the next convoy the colonel of a mind diccomfort when it is necessary 
Japanese motor battalion made .a and the job la worth while." 
WXIal trip to meet her on the road,. Back In London the Commandant of 
said he waa sorry to hear of her the FANY's. Miss M. Gamwell. OBE. 
accident. how she was all wt. @ . commented "It is no surprise to me 
*as there anything be wuld do? that she h a  done a job like that. She 

'Yes" Mid 'M1.s Barbford-Fletcher. is an extremely d b l b  and capable 
"1 W M t  fOUr Dy)m h-." 

Bridge that Beat 

&E 

The first two convoys were parli- headman. questioning them. 

guarded the ~ through It to the vehicles. 

esteem." 

iri and well able to do It" 

r 



A flashback from Af 
Cordons of 51 Division racllsy 
to take up positions in the Wadi 
7o~ser during the attack on the 

Ma&h line. 

tine. J I  uwsron.  with 9 Canadian Brigade 
I, were the assault Division for 30 Corps in der 

t L  u,,F.urion. which went with great smoothness. 

ivasion of Sicily in 1943, when 
.,re Division gained experience 

for the areater invasion. 

&mber Command gave 'the German 
'front-line troops and gun area? a 
fearfu! pounding with high explosive 
and awour-pleming bombs. and thete 

. can be-no doubt that the 5mall number 
of casualties in this battle wsb in hrge 
meamre due to the bomber effort and 
to .that 'of the fighter planes in d i m t  
support 

49 Divkion went in first a1 
Division's battalions followed d 
afterwards M their right .Both Divi- 
sions breached the lixed defenceb and 
swlmg outwards from the breach - an 
old German method of tackling s 
problem, The operation was comp 
successful.. The Germans y 
and ItupiiKed. Once the lea&%oops 
had ?mshed initial , o p p a p h  ,th! 
battle went with a swing, an 5 )  Hqh 
1and.Division took over 4 . W  prisoners. 
including 112 officers. 

The Division bad earned their red 
and they were given it. The Divisional 
RASC Cofs. r h o  Ead worked so hard 
since D-Day to keep the Kgbting men 

on Boulogne. 

attack whlch was to drive the Germans 
from part of South-Wed Holland. Two 
.battalions of 153 3rIgade advanced on - 
Weibosch from the east while 152 the Neder I&@: The 

ground *aa w*r- 
losgedand afteraev- 
era days ljur pori- 

agdina very stiff qaposiaon. 

&om were flooded 
by the enemv. The 
mvlcion *drew Michielgestel and BoxteI. and continued 

their advance. nonth and north-wed to from "the i s lad! ,  
the outskirts of 'r kfertogenbosch. The 
c o w r y  ,wds flat. irrferspersed wi@ 
Iirtle woods and interlaced with small 
rivers, each 01 whim presented the 
Sappers with 8 minor bridging problem. 
The weather. waa cohi and wet. In 
I4 days under theae: com3ikn3 the  
Highlanders took mnny square mlies 

B r i d e  closed on'Berg from the South 

The Wvisivn pressed on to 
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' A W N G I N @  OF 
ST. VALE RY . 

and to which t4ey had been acaatomed 
El Akndn .  With 154 &@&e 

IemUng the auault, the Dhbion w(w 
invotvsd in heavy 5ghthq. and 
athough we took a far greater tokl cd 
the enemy, our BsCtalions sUnered con- 
.Idera* ca.uat2ig. 

in *e Racbewdd PO& 
w 6  iatanse and M e r .  The Diviskn, 
luhg all W e e  Briggadea. bucked 
through. Eghtlng innumerable company 
actions on its way south. 

. 

On 23 March 51 Division, wlth 
9 C m a d b  Bligade under command. 
craned the Rhtne as the ananlt  Dlvislon 
for 39 Corp.. The hitihl Light opposition 
Wm qUlCklY d e d  and the b W o M  

on. 
, . hl a river noalnq of this mawitude 

'. -@e RMne is 300 yards wide i t  thk 
p0tit-W k Vya for Ure M v i d W  

i%db!p, One ,partider i n d e n t  well 
.(br R W  
this. The 
a launch- 

.'ilis'.itc, dragglng down the bank with 
his hands and. r e v w n g  it with oak 
'pa)ihgs, led his line detachment acroxs 
the river in a DUKW, close on the tail 

.. . .of the &Inaoea Before even entering 
the wMn. be ami hismen ram- tmrlr. 

place. At Speldrop a subaltern of in close contact in the open, he co- 
l Black Walch charged and killed a vered the withdrawal of the main body 
German machine-gunner with a spade. of the patrol. On his way back he was 

At Rees a private of 1 Gordons wounded but when. further enemy 
crawled out for an hour in the open, attack surrounded the position he 
under intense '.fire. in broad daylight ignored his great pain, seized the Bren 
to rescue his badly wounded platoon and darted from place to place close 
commander. to the enemy, firing until they were 

It was at Rees, too, on the following forced to retire. 
day thaf a wounded serjeant of 5 Black Tbis continuous. slogging advance 
Watch attacked a bazooka post in a along appalling roads placed great 

' houre. Ignoring the intense pain of his responsibility on the services and 
WO& and the fusillade of fire, he especially on the Provost and REME 
charged the house, silenced the bazooka companieb. During this last phase of the 
and then, with the assistance of three battles of North-West Europe the 
men, under heavy machine-gun dis- Sapper! [king day and night, batt- 
posed of three more enemy positions. led ag Ihe German attempts to 

delay us. Mines were The 5 Seaforths 
were also heavily 
.engaged on the 25th. 

Aster a weeks rest 
the Division again 
pressed on from the 
Beatheim area. They 
advanced steadily 
against . obstinate 
German reerguatds. 
IXe Derbyshire Yen- 
manw in the van. 
quard entered Del- sional front offered 

to surrender. There menhorst on 20 April 
was a general sur- and found the brldge 
render ordered for intaa. The Division 

hurried on towards 5 May and that morn- 
ing the German the Weaer. In some 
Corps Commander places 'there were 
and the commander small. bitter battler. 

rypical d these d the troops imme- 
company. platoon diately opposing the 

Division arrived at 

of Bremen, and con- 

\' 'L 

.: 

"Pardon me-arc you shaving .my face ?" ... 
. . . ,. . .  

. .  . . .A 

' MIRACLES T A K E  
A LITTLE LONGEr' 

A chance for all disabled rddiers 
to Jeam a trade and fhtd a iol, 

t 

hoary A m y  jok? is NL(L take a1 50 treinees who are ' Ued. to their homes. a c r e  
up a, notice saying. 'T 

ible We Do 'At 0 n ~ .  

conditione. nr 
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r Le", above: Flying Fortress minus I 

I Below: 16th century machine-bow I 
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sports writer. His 
‘work is well known 
to r0ad.n of th. 

purely am’ateur hockey. Nor &im hahly the unruliert of the pro players. 
want it to be proleuional with inter- I asked L6u Bates his Views bn thi. 
continental matches invoh4ng the star suhjecl.the other night at Wembley and 
teams nf the National Hockey League, he said he was in favour of the game 
such as Toronto Maple Leafs, New York being thrown open to both classes of 
Rangers, Chicago Bldckhawks. Montreal players. He would like to see ice 
Canadiens and Detroit Redwinga The hockey conducted in this COUntry on 
general feeling hefore the war was to lines similar to soccer or cricket - the 
keep the game amateur, as the British amateur playing beside the p r o h i o n a l .  
clubs wouM never he able to compete That would certainly wive the problem 
with the Canadians and Americans for for us, if the Canadian and American 

aarociations were in agreemwt. There the topUight players. 
is no sign of that yet. Club of Gold It‘s all very much in the air, but one 

For instance. Johnny .Mmem.-’peace thing is certain: there is going to be a 
time goalminder for Detroit Redwings. hig’boom in the game in Britain these 
is reputed to make 2,WO pounds a year coming winters wherever the -beekey 
with his club. He plays a t  Wembley as promotels get their players. Quite a 
a Services man. Could any of the number of the ace ice impresarios are 
British clubs pay him uutt much money? looking to the boy3 in the RAF. Those 
I doubt it. If one did, the manager of them who were lucky enough to do 
would have predous little left for the their battle training in Canada during 
I4 or 15 other members of the team. the blood-sweat-tears perihd turned 
That is the argument against profession- into “mighty fine skaters and hockey 
alism. Bdti.h clubs wouM have to he playera.“ They may turn into mighty 
content with the second best and pro- handy material for the British clubs. 

~~~~ . 

‘.a pol of paid thrown in the 1. To ‘Yilibusier” means: (a) (0 

(b) d h Y x Y  unn- 7. You’ve read a id about Mr. 
saT talk; (c) create bogw Trygve Ue. What is his job? 
companies and obacond: d) (0 8. Only one of these datarnuri. is 

h: Which? (a) P-rnirh 
am allowed i n k  tha United 
States; (b) the Argyfl was a 
motqrsormandadund inkat- 
land: (c) John Bunyan wrote 
“The Ballad d Reading Gaol“. 
(Q ~ndorm is on indepcndeni 
state in the Apennines. 

9. What rmp “The British Gaz- 

fament unn IWh: public h ‘1 

ad the bmggort. Which I 

.._ 

> -  

2. Haw many funnels (real or 
dummy) on (a) the “Quem 
Eliza&h”; (b) H M S  “King 
G w ~  V”: (c) the “Aq~ito- 
do*’: (d) the “Europa”? 

1 I_. I 
i 

3. Mr. Purist ob/& to the fallow- 
--I- ing sentence. lirdming Why? “A the fuller mal 

Wembley Lion 
Wembley. Result W’ 

U draw. 

. -. _.-.. 
fads. wa& have-shown thot mer 
the oocused man m e r  at any 10. Whkh Minister recently said 
+am- .a- *e dead bady.” in the House of Commans: ....I_ _-.. . 

“My unlverslty was *Oxlon. 
f. Who - (a) was known as the and I I& at the age d 11”? 

“Dockers’ Kc“t ( k v i n  or 
11. Whkh famaur moior mcb 

with Bevan?); the weekly (b) was review ass0ci.ab-J Tri- track will n m r  be used for 
w i n g  again? 

the FBI. Those initials stand 

burn.? ( k i n  or t h a n  (c) 
Is Minister for Health? ( vin 12. America’s ‘%-Men” belong (0 
or hyan?):  (d) had never 

for-what? fought a Partlamentery electh 
13. What Is name before 1945? (Bevin or Bevan?): 

(eb Is marrted to Jemh Lea. of the la 

rnndary which was s u p  bird 
parcrdw- 
an the waves “If England rmr whd En&nd 

S W I I O .  and put a calm 
An’ mt I& E n g k d  of our dreams. spellonthesea? 

14. ThislHuatratlan 
thomachamc- 

’Ow qwck we’d dmp ’a. But rb ter notorious in 
.u*’f? the annob of 

6. Whlch famous artist was tht RAF. What 
awarded a farthing damages b hirnama.and 
against o crltic who said that what is he n o  

- M ? (Bevin or Bevan?). 

5. Name of author, please: 

But m;y @My,  bass a d  @Wt. 

ane of hls pklures was like torious far? 

.! - 1 
A mix-up at lhe Lions‘ 
end. Oflen incidentr like 
this end in a scuffle and 
pioyerr are rent OH to 

cool down. 

HE genUemen who promoted ice hockey CI 
war are wondering what is going to ham.- . T a million good English pounds are frozen in th 

ts in Britain 

and Scotland and that‘s a lot Of money. As far as I can see there Will  be  sum- of Wembley there is gaing to 
more than screaming skates on the  ice this next year or two;, the  promo- be a lot of money in the game. They 
ters will be joining in the  big yow-ow-owl. The  main reason is that the are getting crowds of ?,WO and 8,OOO 
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NE night in August 1943, 
incendiaries from raiding 0 aircrak fell on Hamburg's 

Staatsoper and gutted its audi- 
torium. For two years the shell of 
i ts  walls held only the  rubble and 
the w.eeds that spread over it. Its 
great stage, preserved intact behind 
the  fire screen. remained silent 
until October last, when workmen 
first began to move amid the  ruins 
in order to rebuild something which 
could once more house the operatic 
company of which Hamburg had 
been proud. 

This city which, in 1678. had pre- 
sented Germany with its fint Opera 
House, put together some of the pieces 
of its present building, gathered again 
its company of 600, and set about the 
task of reforming the Hamburg Staats- 
oper. 

For,the first time in 13 years Ham- 
burg was to hear opera without that 
Nazi interference which, in the words 
of Karl 0. Koch, assistant director of 
the company. "could never be so much 
seen as felt". The result has been the 
re-opening of Hamburg opera with a 
programme which will eventually in- 
clude works long banned by the Nazis. 
For the first time in more than a 
decade lhe artists and musicians are 
feeling the encouragement of complete 
artistic fieedom. unrestricted by the 
bigotism of politicl and stupidity of 
racial prejudice, 

Although it is one of the ultimate 
objects of the Hamburg Staatsoper to 
take advantage of its new freedom and 
to continue the musical education of 

its audience which was interrupted by 
Nazi contrql, its immediate task is to 
satisfy the hunger felt by the,people 
of Hamburg for the ' popular classical 
and romantic operas-amusing and in- 
vigorating wouks like "The Marriage 
of Figaro:'. "Don Pasquale" and "La 
Traviata". For Germans. Mozart ranks . 
next to Wagner, but in the small space 
now available there is not room to 
present the expansive and sombre 
magnificence of Wagner's operas. In 
the gay. dancing scores of Mozart. 
however, they will find a measure of 
escape from the darkness that is Ham- 
burg today. And later, when the com- 
pany performs in larger premises. there 
will also be played the -"good. strong 
music" of Beetho ra, 
"Fidelio" 

Opera in Germany was a state 
responsibility, supported by subsidies 
which. under the Nazis. reached enor- 
mous proportions. Today, although 
there is no German state, opera is still 
a civic responsibility, and in cities like . 
Hamburg. Essen, Dortmund and Diissel- 
dorf State Opera has been revived by 
financial support from the city, encmr- 
agement from the Information' Control 
Unit, and the enthusiasm of its members 
and audiences. Without this subsidy 
the Hamburg Staatsoper could not hope 
to ,survive. Its company is as large as 
any audience .it can house at one time. 

When, last October, the directorate 
wandered Over the ruins of the bombed 

building and remembered that the great 
stage war still intact behind the fire 
screen, they devised the ingenious 
scheme of housing both audience and 
company in a new theatre which could 
be built on that stage 

One of Germany's most famous 
theatrical designers, Caspar Nehers. 
came to design the "theatre on a stage" 
For materials there were only the 
props of the old Opera House. But - 
audiences today sit beneath a ceiling 
originally used in the production of 
Franz Lehdr's "Merry Widow" 

The company that is now performing 
includes Mathieu Ahlersmeyer, Ger- 
many's noted baritone. who has not 
played in Hamburg for 10 years. Apart 
from him, it. consists entirely of the 
artists and tllusicialw of the former 
Hamburg Staatsoper. 

Heading the new Staatsoper is Albert 
Ruch. in his early life an actor. who 
now replaces the Nazi-appointed Alfred 
Noller. With him are Eugen Jochum. 
the general music director, and Karl 
0.' Koch, assistant director. 

Koch's association with the opera 
goes back to when he worked on the 
lihrena of "Princess Terakanowa", 
Boris Blacher's opera based on a story 
from Russian history at the time of 
Catherine the Great. When the Nazis 
came, "inquisitive persons", says Koch, 
discovered that Blacher's grandmother 
had been Jewisb, and the Nazis con- 
cluded that his work must therefore be 

unfit for German ears. Moreover. his 
pupils, such as Koch, became suspect, 
This was an example of how Nazi inter-. 
ference ciippled the development of 
modem German composers and laid a 
crippling hand on their friends and 
collaborators. Koch met Sir Thomas 
Beecham while working at the Salz- 
burg festivals. Sir Thomas took him 
to England. where for six years Koch 
worked under Charles Moor' during 
the international seasons at Covent 
Garden. 

He speaks with feeling of, the impact 
of the Nazi philistine on opera. "All' 
the.  good Jewish singers. of course. 

-were banned, and we were not allowed 
modern ideas" says Koch. "Places 
were found for opportunists and flat- 
terers, and although the Nazis pnt. 
more money into, opera than had ever 
been put Into it in Germany it became 
steadily worse and worse. We quickly 
felt the lack of freedom. In art money 
is not everything. and,.under the Nazis. 
the artistic nerve was lacking in opera." 

Something of this "artistic. nerve" Is 
now feeding the body of German opera. 
In the Hamburg Staatsoper now only 
MW people can sit at a time. Seats are 
booked days ahead. At .each perform- 
ance 1W seats are reserved for British 
Servicemen and women. 

Koch hopes that the company may 
soon be able to produce "The Tales of 
Hoffmann". Offenbach was a JeHi and 
accordingly his music has been un- 
heard for years in Germany. 

Although the company has begun 
with the traditional romances, the 
directorate of the Staatsoper hopes later 
to produce larger and more extensive 
works at a bigger house. 
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home town in BAOR area. An oppli- MT Dd* Ord -'* 
d o n  for 0. sleepingout pas was * I. Wvife lo O f f i c n  i %  Records for 
rejected by the CO an.the rounds that permission lo k m  & counfvy, vn&r ACr 
''regulations forbade it." &hat W u l -  949:fs. ) r r n  wifi Lla* & parnitlad lo ~raval 
ation. and why? -CpL REME(mme as am adinary Eivipan. a .  AS m (IS 

prrrrission hms &m rccsiud, app(y tor d and addmn supplied). 
GRO 1947'45 ott i rns and P R I S P m I  lo l e  ParspOrt O f f b .  I Quaen 

d d m s  @ haw f h r  wlws who clid m a d e v s  Anru's Gak- Buiklings. Lmdm,  SW r. 
of  he Smicrs or voluntary &dies s+ng 3. Pm'ded you haue no milirnry Obligdwm 
wifhia 15 miks of I h .  This rule a& & in Britain tbuc should be M objscli04. 
&ratcm w h  civilian uivw and familks 4. Yes. 5 .  and 6.  AI pes& BslgMns unML - & & BAOR. H ~ H ,  &le lhis go & I'K as ordinary oisilors. Excepfions 
.ov&r uirlr, otficas rmd ofkr ranks are nor are rncdc for a Belgimr girl mishinp & many 
&d to live oul U/ W ,  dl+k fhey a Brilish s d d k .  .*b can visa England for 

180  -< Pmw they gcI -.d i" 1M 
I I k  dircraliom of Ihe CO. -Ea., SOLDIER. rim. and d s o  tur carlain dislrcssed reldivas? - Ed., SOLDIER. 

m,%y & $-?anfed occasiond slrspixb-ou, $asses 

- AND JOBS IN GERMANY 
I am in the BAFO and shall shortly 

be r e l w e d  alter five yearn' service. I 
have no  desire ta d u m  to my former 
occupation in civilian life, and have no  
job to return to. While at school I 
learned German for five ears and since 
being here have i m p r o d m y  knowledge 
of it considerably. I hove had both L u R  
w d e  oerronnel and t e rmon  civilians 

French frontier, in the province of 
Hoinaut (SW of Belgium) on the river 
Schddt. On Sunday. 3 September 1944. 
many British and Belgian soldie- 
crossed our town coming from Fmnce 
and going to Brussels and beyond. - 
Soldat Sellieq I-ieme Compagnk 
Mariniers, Caseme 8/9, Bsrchem 

under 'my control. and imagine that I Awem 
could pokribly be of some use in the 
odminlstmtion of the country, elther 
commercially or for the Military Go; 
vernmenl. Could you ossist me? - 
Cpl; A. Webb. HQ, No. iool Sqb 
BAK)/2 * A number of jobs w e  waiIabk in Ihe 
C a l r d  Commission /a Gemany, ond &y 
and Ihc gvnlificdions rquird tor I h  are 
s d  Semicc & nl for lm@h Gemany," in (r h k k l  which should c d k d  "Cmlrol be avail- 

able at your lmd Cmlml Caunission HQ. 
- Ed., SOLDIER. 

30 Cmps'v(uresponribktoorUlc lrbamiion 

from Ihe Scheldf & lh' Channel. The Gw& 
Awnowed Dtv fougU from Tmrmai to 
Bnrssrls, and II Awnoursd Diu / v a n  Tmrnni 
lo Anhwrp. A Brigade of 50 Div srmed with 
11 A r - d  adGuordr A-vcd. - Ea., 
SOLDIER. 

of BelgZmn up lo Ihe schcldf and I2 c a p s  

& HOME POSTING 
Am I eligible for a home service 

posting? I am a ragular soldier and 
have sewed 5% years in the Far E a s t  

- -- 
HOW MUCH (from DO Page YOU 21) KNOW? 

I. To delay a Bill by unnecessaq 
talk. 2. (a) twoi (h) twoi (c) f o w  
(d) two. 3. Mr Purist says: "Then 
can't be a fuller version; a version 
is either full or it isn't. All fact5 
are real. so why say 'real facts': 
'Never' does not require to bf 
followed by 'at any time'. Thf 
body must he dead, so why say 
'dead body'l 4. (a) Beviw (b) Be  
VM; (c) Bevan; (d) Bevin; (e) Be- 
van. 5. Rudyard Kipllng. 6. Whi& 
ler: 7. Secretary-General, United 
Nations Organisation. 8. The 
Argyll was a motor-car manufac. 
tured in Scotland. 9. A Govern- 
ment newspaper issued duting the 
General Strike of 1926 (edited by 
Mr Churchill). 10. Mr George 
Isaacs. Minister of L&nr. 11. 
Brooklands. 12 Federal Bureau cf 
Investigation. IS. Halcyon. 14. 
Pilot-Officer Prune, notorious for 
ahvays doing things his own (dis- 
astrous) way, and not the official 
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incendiaries from raiding 0 aircrak fell on Hamburg's 

Staatsoper and gutted its audi- 
torium. For two years the shell of 
i ts  walls held only the  rubble and 
the w.eeds that spread over it. Its 
great stage, preserved intact behind 
the  fire screen. remained silent 
until October last, when workmen 
first began to move amid the  ruins 
in order to rebuild something which 
could once more house the operatic 
company of which Hamburg had 
been proud. 

This city which, in 1678. had pre- 
sented Germany with its fint Opera 
House, put together some of the pieces 
of its present building, gathered again 
its company of 600, and set about the 
task of reforming the Hamburg Staats- 
oper. 

For,the first time in 13 years Ham- 
burg was to hear opera without that 
Nazi interference which, in the words 
of Karl 0. Koch, assistant director of 
the company. "could never be so much 
seen as felt". The result has been the 
re-opening of Hamburg opera with a 
programme which will eventually in- 
clude works long banned by the Nazis. 
For the first time in more than a 
decade lhe artists and musicians are 
feeling the encouragement of complete 
artistic fieedom. unrestricted by the 
bigotism of politicl and stupidity of 
racial prejudice, 

Although it is one of the ultimate 
objects of the Hamburg Staatsoper to 
take advantage of its new freedom and 
to continue the musical education of 

its audience which was interrupted by 
Nazi contrql, its immediate task is to 
satisfy the hunger felt by the,people 
of Hamburg for the ' popular classical 
and romantic operas-amusing and in- 
vigorating wouks like "The Marriage 
of Figaro:'. "Don Pasquale" and "La 
Traviata". For Germans. Mozart ranks . 
next to Wagner, but in the small space 
now available there is not room to 
present the expansive and sombre 
magnificence of Wagner's operas. In 
the gay. dancing scores of Mozart. 
however, they will find a measure of 
escape from the darkness that is Ham- 
burg today. And later, when the com- 
pany performs in larger premises. there 
will also be played the -"good. strong 
music" of Beetho ra, 
"Fidelio" 

Opera in Germany was a state 
responsibility, supported by subsidies 
which. under the Nazis. reached enor- 
mous proportions. Today, although 
there is no German state, opera is still 
a civic responsibility, and in cities like . 
Hamburg. Essen, Dortmund and Diissel- 
dorf State Opera has been revived by 
financial support from the city, encmr- 
agement from the Information' Control 
Unit, and the enthusiasm of its members 
and audiences. Without this subsidy 
the Hamburg Staatsoper could not hope 
to ,survive. Its company is as large as 
any audience .it can house at one time. 

When, last October, the directorate 
wandered Over the ruins of the bombed 

building and remembered that the great 
stage war still intact behind the fire 
screen, they devised the ingenious 
scheme of housing both audience and 
company in a new theatre which could 
be built on that stage 

One of Germany's most famous 
theatrical designers, Caspar Nehers. 
came to design the "theatre on a stage" 
For materials there were only the 
props of the old Opera House. But - 
audiences today sit beneath a ceiling 
originally used in the production of 
Franz Lehdr's "Merry Widow" 

The company that is now performing 
includes Mathieu Ahlersmeyer, Ger- 
many's noted baritone. who has not 
played in Hamburg for 10 years. Apart 
from him, it. consists entirely of the 
artists and tllusicialw of the former 
Hamburg Staatsoper. 

Heading the new Staatsoper is Albert 
Ruch. in his early life an actor. who 
now replaces the Nazi-appointed Alfred 
Noller. With him are Eugen Jochum. 
the general music director, and Karl 
0.' Koch, assistant director. 

Koch's association with the opera 
goes back to when he worked on the 
lihrena of "Princess Terakanowa", 
Boris Blacher's opera based on a story 
from Russian history at the time of 
Catherine the Great. When the Nazis 
came, "inquisitive persons", says Koch, 
discovered that Blacher's grandmother 
had been Jewisb, and the Nazis con- 
cluded that his work must therefore be 

unfit for German ears. Moreover. his 
pupils, such as Koch, became suspect, 
This was an example of how Nazi inter-. 
ference ciippled the development of 
modem German composers and laid a 
crippling hand on their friends and 
collaborators. Koch met Sir Thomas 
Beecham while working at the Salz- 
burg festivals. Sir Thomas took him 
to England. where for six years Koch 
worked under Charles Moor' during 
the international seasons at Covent 
Garden. 

He speaks with feeling of, the impact 
of the Nazi philistine on opera. "All' 
the.  good Jewish singers. of course. 

-were banned, and we were not allowed 
modern ideas" says Koch. "Places 
were found for opportunists and flat- 
terers, and although the Nazis pnt. 
more money into, opera than had ever 
been put Into it in Germany it became 
steadily worse and worse. We quickly 
felt the lack of freedom. In art money 
is not everything. and,.under the Nazis. 
the artistic nerve was lacking in opera." 

Something of this "artistic. nerve" Is 
now feeding the body of German opera. 
In the Hamburg Staatsoper now only 
MW people can sit at a time. Seats are 
booked days ahead. At .each perform- 
ance 1W seats are reserved for British 
Servicemen and women. 

Koch hopes that the company may 
soon be able to produce "The Tales of 
Hoffmann". Offenbach was a JeHi and 
accordingly his music has been un- 
heard for years in Germany. 

Although the company has begun 
with the traditional romances, the 
directorate of the Staatsoper hopes later 
to produce larger and more extensive 
works at a bigger house. 
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