














NEXTYEAR IT WILL BE - 1 R 

717171 I iYfA iw A 
The only German town which the Brit- 
ish Army took over completely will be 
evacuated in 1954: Bad Oeynhausen' 

Y next year. when the Headquartem of Northern Army 
Croup beglns it. trek to the other dde of the Rhine, the B BrIUsh Army wlll have spent nine years in the spa town 

of Bad Oeynhausen - the llandrhdod Walls of Western 
Gemauy. 

The town was captured by United States troops on 
3 April 1945 and handed over to  the British Liberation Army, 
appropriately enough. on Hitler's birthday, 20 April. At that 
time the British Liberation Army's headquarters were in a 
mental asylum a t  Suechteln. near Krefeld. not far from the 
site of the new headquarters at  Moenchen-Gladbach. 

Field-Marshal Viscount Mont- hof. They indu7le Field-Marshal 
gomery's advanced headquarters Viscount Montgomery. Marshal 
were still on Lunehurg Heath, of the Royal Air Force Lord 
where he was planning the final Douglas, General Sir Brim 
ruin of the German forc(?I1 in Robertson, General Sir Richard 
North-West Europe. McCreery. Lieut-General Sir Brim 

It was decided to make Bad Horrocks. General Sir Charles 
Oeynhausen the British Army's Keightiey, Lieut-General Sir Colin 
main headquarters in Germany. Callander, Genera Sir JohnHard- 
On 4 May the Burgermeister was ing and the present Commander- 
ordered to have the town evacua- in-Chief of Northern Army Group 
ted within eight days. Bad Oeyn- and British Army of the Rhlne, 
hausen is believed to have been General Sir Richard Gale 
the only German town entirely In that time there have been 
taken over by the Britidh after many u1 Bad oeP 
the war. Many O f  the inhabitants hausen. As the headquarters 
had northward and the large staffs became smaller houses, 
hotels and houses were unoccu- shops and hotels handed 
pied, except for some which had ha& to the G~~~~~~ and the 
been turned into military hospi- perimeter was drawn tighter, 
tals. until today only that part of the 

When the time limit erpf=d town around the main heed- 
and every German in the town quarters building is used by the 
had been in British Army. The barhed-wire 
towns and villages, Liber- barrlers disappeared in t952 and 
lltion Army Headquarters patrols ceased shortly afterwards. 
to move in, with a bat- Anyone may enter the town today 
talion of the Monmouthshire Re- without having to show identity 
giment to act as a local defence cards except ,n the immediate force. Barbed-wire harriers were 
erected on all roads leading into, It is strange to remember that 
and out of. the town and day and in the days of the occu. 
night Patrols Warded the Peri- pation soldiers used to go armed 
meter. At the same time Rear to the cinema, and that every 
Headquarters moved into the ATS girl out after dark had to 
Englbh-so~nding town of Herford 
a few miles away, and ATS drivers ran a service With the news that the head- 
between the two. Buckeburg was quarters ''On he moving 
the airport for both. from Bad Oeynhausen, the local 

hof Hotel to make Bad oq*ausen Once 
with ;ooms, befame the main again a leading watering-place 
headquarters building. Other in Recently One Of the 
hotels and luxuriously appointed high fountaim in the Kur- 
houses which ,,sed to shelter Park Was re-started for the first 
ailing Germans lent themselves time since the end Of the war. 
admitahly as branch headquarters local industries thrive again. 
offices and store rooms. NAAFI But many Germans, especially 
set up a large canteen alongside those who have worked for the 
a welfare centre in the main bath headquarters as clerks, internre- 
hall and rooms of the faous terse drivers. maids, hoilermen. 
Kurpark. The Chaplains' branch watchmen, typists and messen- 
took over a large house where gem, Wil l  be S O T  to see the 
the ex-Kaiser used to stay before British Army leave. A number of 
and during World War One, and friendships between British and 
turned it into a rest centre and Germans Will bt. wered .  
offices. There was hardly a villa Poofnofe: Baedeker's 1936 Guide 
In the town which did not have to Germany described Bad Oeyn- 
a raw military signboard outside hausen as "A spa with 10.2M) 
it. Cinemas showed British films; inhab., prettily situated on the 
the Kur Theatre staged the efforts right bank of the Werre. The 
of Army amateur drama clubs. wattrrs (warm eaMne springs. rich 

In eight years. Bad Oeynhausen in carbonic acid, 750-959 are 
has welcomed many distinguish- presuihed for cardiac, nerve and 
ed Service chiefs to the Konias- arthritic diseases." 

changes 

to the headquarters. 

have an armed escort, 

Bad Oeynhausen, the ~ ~ d ~ ~ -  authorities have prepared plans 
largest in the town 

Ma'or-Geneml C. S. Su den, the British Chief of 
Stoh, confers with hls Befgian deputy. Brigadier C. 
Cumont, who served In Brltain during the war. 

A New Sign 6015s up (Continued) 
the Deputy Chief of Staff, spent who speak English and German 
five years in Britain, commanded fluently. 
a Belgian battalion for two years The formation of the new head- 
and was chief instructor at the quarters has not meant that 
Western Command Company Headquarters British Army of the 
Commanders' School. Since the Rhine has ceased to exist as such 
war he has served on the Belgian The domestic problems of Rhine 
Army General Headquarters in Army are dealt with by British 
Brussels and was a member of staff withiathe new headquarters, 
the Western Union Defence Com- which is under the command of 
mlttee. A Dutch officer, Captain General Sir Richard Gale. He is 
J. Luyckenaar, who is on the now known as Commander-ln- 
exercise planning staff, recently Chief, Northern Army Group and 
returned from Korea, where he British Army of the Rbine. 
commanded the Dutch battalion But the titles of thee branches 
for two months after being its which are partly etaffed by Bel- 
second-in-command. gian and Dutch officers have had 

The only two members of the to be changed. The Royal Ar- 
Netkrlanda Women's Army tillery and Royal Engineers 
Corps in Germany are to be found branches have lost the prefix 
at the headquarters. They are "Royal" and the Royal Electrical 
Staff-serjeant Aly Beekman and and Mechanlcal Engin- branch 
Serjeant Leonie van den Steen, has becomeMechanicalEngineers. 
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I A fa-de-joie Is firad by the Royal Hampshire Regt at a 
King's Birthday pamda In Bad Oeynhausan'r Kurpark. 
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Right: The architect who dui ned this bothhouse with 
the.clcutic pillars would have%cen dirtresad to think 
that one day It would shelter a NAAFI Famllles Shop. 

dents, German and Mllltary Police co-operated. 

Below: The Army at one'time occupied all the hotels 
in the spa fawn. Thls one became a fomllles hatel. 

Rlght,,pelow: To keep Bad Oeynhausen fre6 of"lnci- 
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A thrae-nation job: SQMS C. Rowbottom 
the day to Serjeant Lwnie van den Stem 
Charln Pauwels(6alglan). Baiow: 
the hots of a Dutch colonel, o 

issues Instructions for 
and Warrant Officer 

new head uartan: 
o erltl& major. 
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Dover's Grand Mililoy 
Shaft. Above: The bottom 
entrance, showing the 
guard rooms for those 
who fell by the WQ side. 
Left: A heavy grifi on 
a uard-room window. 
Rig%: The top ofthe Shaft 
overlooking Dover har- 
bour. Below: Top entran- 
cestothethreesplroistal~ 
caset.Twoore now closed. 
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