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If you live anywhere north of Watford Gap,
driving home from the Channel Ports can be a
shattering experience.

Especially with a family in tow.

Which is why we suggest you take the
easy way out: Sail with North Sea Ferries from
Rotterdam (Europoort) or Zeebrugge to Hull.

On a North Sea Ferries ship you'll find
everything you need to keep you, your wife and
your children happy.

There are bars, lounges, duty-free shops,

a dance floor and colour television. As well as
comfortable cabins where you can get a good
night’s sleep.

And a slap-up dinner, morning tea and full
breakfast are all included in the fare.

Speaking of the fare, it's very fair. We
give concessional rates to all servicemen and
their families stationed on the Continent.

In fact, when it comes to looking after your
army, we're the professionals.
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Postbus 1123,3180 AC Rozenburg, Holland or
your local Continental travel agent.
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Below: Men and land-rovers for the Monitoring
Group get ready for take-off at Brize Norton.

ARMY'S
RHODESIA
PEACE
BID

From despatches by
Army Public Relations

et Below: British contingent about to set off on
. unfamiliar roads in mine-protected land-rovers.




CAPTAIN MIKE CORBET BURCHER
was enjoying a quict shave when trouble
walked in. A group of guerillas had arrived
and their leader was threatening to shoot all
his men.

It happened at Bakasa in the north of
Rhodesia where the captain was command-
ing a small detachment of troops from The
Royal Horse Artillery in charge of a guerilla
assembly point,

The leader was incensed at the presence of
a Rhodesian journalist who he accused of
being a spy, and threatened not only to kill
the journalist but the ten lightly armed
British soldiers as well.

But Captain Corbet Burcher kept his cool,
calmed the man down and offered him a cup
of tea. Before long they were chatting amic-
ably together and sitting down to a meal.

Incidents like that made Major-General
John Acland, commander of the 1300-strong
Commonwealth Monitoring Force in
Rhodesia, very proud of his men. He sent a
special signal to them all as they supervised
the ceasefire in the bitter Rhodesian civil
war praising them for their “courage,
determination and steadiness”. Early in
the operation — codenamed Agila — the
message coincided with the news that more
than 18,500 guerrillas, including women,
mostly armed with Soviet-designed AK-47
assault rifles and stick grenades from both
wings of the Patriotic Front, had reported to
39 designated rendezvous and assembly
points throughout the country. Thus they
were meeting the conditions set by the 102-
day Lancaster House talks, chaired by Great
Britain between the Muzorewa government
that took over from Ian Smith’s regime and
the two wings of the Patriotic Front.

The 51-year-old Monitoring Force Com-
mander — who is also military adviser to the
Governor, Lord Soames, and Chairman of

the six-man Ceasefire Commission told his
continued over

- Below: Brigadier Learmont chats to troops.

Rhodesia, a country 1} times the size of
the United Kingdom, with over six mil-
lion people, including 250,000 whites
and 11 tribal groupings with 252 chiefs,
is carved up into five administrative
zones each with Joint Operations
Centres and Sub-JOCs. The Common-
wealth Monitoring Force established
the Assembly Areas and Rendezvous
Points for Operation Agila.

The aim was to monitor both the
Rhodesian Security Forces and mount
the supervision of the check-in of the
Patriotic Front’s ‘boys in the bush’ to 23
Rendezvous points and 16 Assembly
Areas in response to the ceasefire
agreement ending the seven-year war
which has claimed more than 20,000
lives and started with a guerilla attack
on a police station in December 1972.

To monitor the Rhodesian Security
Forces, the Commonwealth Monitoring
Force moved into the Joint Operations
Centres, where each was manned by a
British Lieutenant-Colonel Commis-
sioner, a major or a captain, nine sol-
diers and a Patriotic Front representa-
tive. These, in turn, controlled 15 sub-
JOCs staffed by an officer and two
NCOs.

In addition, 45 Commonwealth teams
monitored Rhodesian company bases,
each team made up of one officer and a
SNCO or a SNCO and a Junior NCO.

Links to and from the field were main-
tained by HF radios and the £250,000
ground satellite terminal which
bounced messages 23,000 miles sky-
high from the quiet grounds behind the
Monitoring Group’s headquarters at the
High School.

The Monitoring Force, comprising the
Headquarters Ceasefire Monitoring
Group and more than 100 small teams
of men spread throughout Rhodesia,
was made up of 1010 British troops, 159
Australians, 75 New Zealanders (a third
of them Maoris), 49 Kenyans and 23
Fijians.

The British contingent was made up
of men from 35 units drawn from two
Guards regiments, ten infantry batta-
lions, two cavalry regiments, four artil-
lery regiments, two Royal Signals units,
four engineer regiments, a regiment
and squadron of the Royal Corps off
Transport, two Royal Military Police
companies (including four female ‘red-
caps’), a squadron and flight of Army,
Air Corps plus a workshop unit from thej
AAC and men of the Army Catering
Corps, Royal Army Ordnance Corps,
Royal Pioneer Corps, Royal Army Pay|
Corps, Royal Army Medical Corps and
the Royal Marines.

The largest contingent from any one
unit was 70 men from 30 Signal Regi]

— e —

ment, Blandford, whose corps provided
the largest number of men (120) from
any one corps.

The largest total from a single infan-
try regiment was 31 men from 3rd Bat-
talion, The Royal Anglian Regiment.
The RAF had 70 men involved.

The airlift was the biggest ever]
mounted to southern Africa and was a
joint RAF and United States Air Forc:
venture. The RAF VC10s and Hercules’
staged their 5692 nautical mile journeys
through Akrotiri in Cyprus and the
Kenyan capital Nairobi.

Below right: Leaving *

City’
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men: “I want you to know how proud I am
of the way in which you and your teams have
discharged a task as difficult as any the
British Army has ever attempted.”

The general got a taste of the problems
involved himself when he visited one of the
assembly areas and was threatened by an
armed Patriotic Front member.

For the purpose of monitoring the Patrio-
tic Front forces the 23 British-manned
rendezvous points — each run by one
officer, nine soldiers and a PF liaison officer
— were set up for one week for the war-
weary guerrillas to congregate at.

The PF troops then made their way to the
16 Assembly Areas by bus — many self-
hired. Six of these areas were run by British
teams each comprising one officer and 16
soldiers. They were set up in abandoned
missions, schools, farms and even a former
tsetse fly research station. Huge tented
compounds were established to accommo-
date the PF forces — who still retained their
arms — and they were looked after by men
of 13th/18th Royal Hussars, the Queen’s
Royal Irish Hussars, 1st Battalion Irish

Above: L/Cpl Derek Morton checks flight papers

for senior Patriotic Front medical officers.

Guards, Ist Battalion The Royal Regiment
of Wales, 3rd Battalion The Light Infantry
and the Royal Marines.

The Australians ran five other assembly
areas, the Fijians and New Zealanders con-
trolled two each and the Kenyans one.

To these tasks were added monitoring
duties at seven border crossings on the
frontiers of land-locked Rhodesia, each
manned by two officers, five non-
commissioned officers and a PF liaison
officer. Five of these were British controlled
with the New Zealanders and Kenyans
manning one apiece.

All the Commonwealth troops deployed
wearing white arm bands and moved out in
vehicles marked with large white crosses
proclaiming their neutrality.

Once established in remote and lonely
bush areas scattered with villages of
conical-topped huts protected by sun-
bleached stockades, re-supply became the
major task in the joint Commonwealth/
British Army and RAF operation.

Royal Air Force Hercules transport air-
craft from Lyneham in just one dawn to

Below: Puma armoured personnel carriers
helped first deployment of monitoring teams.

Pipe-smoking Major General John
Acland, Commander of the Com-
monwealth Monitoring Force,
roused quite a lot of interest among
the world’s media in his faded bush
hat.

A Scots Guard, the General told
them: “It was issued to me in 1949
in Malaya"'.

He then explained its two-tone
colour scheme. "l had a new mid-
dle put in a couple of times but the
brim is original,” he said.

Commissioned into the Scots
Guards in 1948, Major-General
Acland served with the 1st and 2nd
Battalions in Malaya, Cyprus,
Egypt, Kenya and Zanzibar, becom-
ing Brigade Major of the 4th Guards
Brigade in 1964.

In 1968 he commanded the 2nd
Battalion, Scots Guards, in Ger-
many, Libya and Northern Ireland.

Following a three-year tour in the
Ministry of Defence he joined the
Defence Review Implementation
Team as Brigadier General Staff
until 1976.

He was then appointed Com-
mander Land Forces and Deputy
Commander British Forces Cyprus.
General Acland was awarded the
CBE in the 1978 Birthday Honours
List. In December 1978 he was
appointed GOC South-West Dis-
trict.

He is married with one son and
one daughter.




Above: Dropping supplies to teams in the bush,

Top left: British soldier and guerrilla liaison
officer drive to rendezvous point at Masembura.
(AF wirephoto)

Left: Birthday hospital visit for Cpl Andy
Drewery after land-mine accident broke his leg.

dusk operation dropped 110 tons of tentage,
tent poles, blankets and food in sorties
lasting up to four hours at a time. The tents,
from America, had been brought to
Rhodesia by eight specially chartered civil
aircraft. Another American contribution
was the loan of the massive C141 Starlifter
jet freighters.

In another intensive four-day period of
activity the RAF’s Hercules’ aircraft hurtled
across the sun-baked bush — drenched from
time to time at this season of the year by
torrential rains — at four miles a minute and
at a height of 250 feet. Herds of cattle were
sent scampering in fright as the aircraft
sought their dropping zones — some as
small as a tennis court.

Helicopters were there too. Not only the
RAF Pumas but Army Gazelles and Scouts
manned by 656 Squadron, Army Air Corps,
from Farnborough. Tragedy struck the
Puma fleet when one crashed killing three

crew members.
continued on page 11

A flying doctor helicopter service was
set up to serve the daily medical needs
of four of the closest Assembly camps
to Salisbury which house men from the
Commonwealth Monitoring Force and
members of the military wing of the
Patriotic Front.

The closest of the assembly areas
was about 100 miles from Salisbury by
road; the most distant, about 400 miles.

At the furthermost assembly areas a
doctor was in attendance all the time,
supported by one or two medical assis-
tants.

The Force Medical Officer was Col-
onel Bob Blewett, 48, Commander of
the Cambridge Military Hospital at
Aldershot. He had 13 doctors at his
disposal — five from the Army, four
from the RAF and four from the RN, all
UK-based — plus 24 medical assistants
(13 from the RAF; six from the Army
and five from the RN). The four assem-

bly areas closest to Salisbury had two
medical assistants.

Ensuring all-round health care with
the Force were three RAMC hygiene
teams who visited the assembly areas
on regular rotation. Their respon-
sibilities included checking water purifi-
cation and other field sanitation
requirements.

Col Blewett summed up their task in
the bush as being available to “advise
and encourage the PF in all matters of
field hygiene”. The PF had a natural
immunity to many of the ills which
beset Europeans in tropical climates.
But some of them reported to the
camps with illnesses such as malaria
and bilharzia — a bug which thrives in
water and gets into the body system
and is “almost universal’’ among Afri-
cans in Rhodesia, he said.

Right: Colonel Blewett with senior PF medics. '
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Re-supply was also made by road with
drivers running the risk of hitting hidden
land-mines. To guard against this a number
of the Land-Rovers used had been specially
armoured to withstand blast from beneath
and fitted with bulbous roll-bars to protect
them if overturned.

Lorries from Salisbury took 100 tons of
stores a week out to the remote assembly
areas. The stores included one kilo a day
rations for the PF men in their tented
camps. The food consisted of meal, tinned
meat, salt, tea, sugar, onions and soap —
one bar per man per month.

Nor were the monitoring teams forgotten.
Special funds were provided by the Ministry
of Defence to buy sports kit such as board
games, badminton rackets and footballs.

Below: Sgt Cartwright, Sgt Aitken (centre) and
Cpl Morris of 30 Signal Regiment set up

satellite communications station at Salisbury HQ.
(AP wirephoto)

The five-nation Commonwealth
Ceasefire Monitoring Organisation in
Rhodesia — drawn from Britain, New
Zealand, Australia, Fiji and Kenya —
soon acquired its own distinctive
arm-band monitoring motif.

Measuring two-inches-square and
mounted on white cloth it depicted a
Temminck's Ground Pangolin or
scaly anteater — said by indigenous
peoples to be a symbot of good luck
— backed by a yellow sunrise (the
sign for the birth of a new nation,
Zimbabwe), the whole backed by the
red, white and blue colours of the
Commonwealth Force.

The anteater measures 33-feet
long from nose to tail, lives on ants
and termites and its back is so well
protected by its scales that it is said
to be able to withstand, head-on, a
.303 bullet fired from a distance of
100 yards.

Cpl Steve Parsons (right) hands over one
of the first distinctive arm-band motifs.

Even a Tactical Lending Library of 1000
paperbacks was set up. Portable record
players became a hit both with the monitor-
ing forces and the PF troops they were
looking after.

At the outset Operation Agila was sum-
med up by Brigadier John Learmont,
Deputy Commander of the Monitoring
Force as: “Unlike any normal United
Nations operation because we are not here in
a peace-keeping rdle and therefore cannot
concentrate our forces into an effective fight-
ing formation with the necessary support
arms should the need arise.

“We are determined to do this job effi-
ciently, impartially and with compassion
and we sincerely hope it will be the recipe
for success.”

Right: Mine-protected land-rover is driven
aboard RAF Hercules transport plane at Salisbury
ready for delivery to an airstrip in the bush.




LEAVING THE SERVICES?

YOU ARE A PROFESSIONAL
SO USE THE PROFESSIONALS

When you have completed your service with the
forces, instead of answering hundreds of
newspaper advertisements to get a job, answer
just this one and let Reed Employment do the
work.

Our service is free of charge to you.
It won'’t cost you anything beyond the 10p stamp to
return the coupon below, and we do the rest. -

Reed Employment branches register thousands of jobs
every week — all over the country.
One of these could be just the job for you.

Simply fill in the coupon below and we will start
working for you straight away.

. REED EMPLOYMENT The Professionals

CUT HERE AND POST TO:- :
CAPTAIN P. T. EARP (Retd.) Reed Employment Limited. 114 Peascod Street. Windsor. Berks. SL4 10N
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Because of Naafi's unique experience in providing
specialised services for HM Forces, we have been
able to develop a car sales and finance service
especially geared to your needs with money-saving
discounts, low cost finance and many other advan-
tages and concessions.

It's not just new cars that we're good for; we can
help you get a new motor cycle, caravan or boat. Ask
us, too, about car insurance and about our deposit
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Ring us to-day at Nottingham (0602) 411991 or fill in
the coupon and post (no stamp needed) to:
Naafi,Car Sales, FREEPOST Nottingham NG11BR.
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This is notime toworry
whether the mortgage

‘ ' . ‘
has been paid. .

ordinary one.

: And because of it, your
« financial problems are,

| probably, a bit out of the

' ordinary, too.

You could find yourself
away from home for very
long periods at very short
notice. And when you are
away youll have slightly
more important things to
§ think about than your
' monthly bills.

That's why you may be
iy interested in NatWest

~ standing orders.

Between us we sort out
what your regular monthly
outgoings are and from
then on we make sure that
they're paid on time — you,
of course, pay them but you
don't have to remember to.

As well as standing
orders we can provide you
with a joint account, a
i budget account and various
other services.

‘ They can be very useful—
| especially whenyou'rein *
| the services yourself,

| &NatWest
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~ SOLDIER to Soldier

despatch has reached SOLDIER
Afrom Afghanistan. It says in part:

... Our vigilance as to Russian
aggression can still by no means be
relaxed ... and it is probable that the
disturbances now existing in the more
distant parts . .. though in some mea-
sure resulting from the anarchy . .. are
partly attributable to Russian machina-
tions . . . it will be no easy matter to pre-
vent their recurrence with a firebrand
ready to emit sparks of dissension at all
times so near the border.”

The date of the despatch? 1 Sep-
tember 1879. And our acknowledge-
mentto The Journal of The Royal Hamp-
shire Regiment which unwittingly pub-
lished the item in full in their November
1979 issue as a chronicle of regimental
activity one hundred years ago.

Cold comfort to us all that Russia —
albeit under a diametrically opposed
réegime — did exactly the same to
Afghanistan in the nineteenth century as
the twentieth and — uncannily — at
times separated by exactly 100 years.

Plus ca change . . ..

ajor General John Acland,
M Commander of the Common-

wealth Monitoring Force in
Rhodesia, told a press conference about
the day he came face-to-face with a
23-year-old Patriotic Front battalion
commander at an Assembly Area.

The General had remarked to the
young man that there were many differ-
ences between the two Armies, noting
that promotion seemed to come very
early in the Patriotic Front forces.

| didn’t become a general until | was
49," said the Commonwealth Force
Commander. ““At least, | told him, in our
Army we are not involved in politics
whereas in the PF Army you have
your political commissars with you all
the time.”

General Acland said the young man
. looked him straight in the eye and
replied: “Ah, yes . . . but you have your
chaplains.”

*

hoosing a wife is a bit of a lottery at

the best of times and today the

pressures on a marriage can be
greater than every before. The rocketing
divorce rate — it has risen thirty-five fold
this century — has seen the chances of a
worthwhile lifetime relationship dimi-
nish considerably over the years.

The Services, despite their problems
of frequent separation and regular
uprooting of environment, have not
been any more adversely affected by the
rise in the divorce rate than civilians.

But — as readers of SOLDIER NEWS
will already know — 6th Field Force is so
concerned by the number of soldiers
with marital problems that it has
decided to do something about it. And
‘how to choose your wife’ has been

included in the Force training.

A pilot scheme of 13 seminars, each
involving about 30 men, both single and
married, has been launched by Force
chaplain, Padre Paul Mears.

The 6th Field Force are one of the
Army's more highly mobile units and
Padre Mears was speaking nothing less
than the truth when he told the students:
“Soldiers’ wives are a special breed.
They have to be — to put up with
soldiers!”

Particular stress is being laid on get-
ting married at too early an age — “the
pressures are too great for many young
girls to cope with. They are liable to
change their minds as often as they
change their underwear”'.

And of course there are the girls met
on overseas trips and in Northern Ire-
land. They may be attracted by the
glamour of the uniform — but it is a
different story when they find them-
selves on a married patch in Catterick or
Aldershot.

After the series of seminars has been
completed the results will be considered
and the idea may be extended to cover
other units and possibly wives or WRAC
personnel. If it makes just a few indi-
viduals more cautious about rushing to
tie the nuptial knot, it will be an initiative
to be welcomed.

*

t may not hit the headlines with the
Ifilrn critics or have West End movie

buffs flocking for seats, but a new film
just launched by the Ministry of Defence
deservedly earned a glowing reception
at its ‘premiere’ before an invited audi-
ence of industrialists, businessmen,
church leaders and other public figures.

It's called Army Cadet, lasts 25
minutes, and is the focal point of a major
new initiative to promote the Army
Cadet Force and attract more adult
leaders.

Although sponsored by the Army, the
ACF is an entirely voluntary organisa-
tion run by people from all walks of
civilian life. Its aim is to develop among
its members ‘the qualities of good citi-
zenship and the spirit of service to
Queen and Country’. And if that sounds
a trifle overblown and pompous to
appeal to ink-stained third-formers, their
imagination and interest are certainly
fired by the all-action activities that the
ACF provides — activities that are vividly
captured in Army Cadet which not only
reflects the fun that the cadets have but
the pride that their instructors take in
teaching them.

As one ACF officer puts it on screen:
“The great satisfaction is finding out that
when you've sweated blood at times
and thought it was all in vain, to know
that it wasn't.”

There are currently 44,000 cadets, i

aged between 13 and 18, spread among

1600 detachments in 69 counties. They
are led by some 8000 adults who get
their instruction at the Cadet Training
Centre in Frimley, Surrey. But 1500 more
instructors, male and female, are cur-
rently needed — hence a major reason
for making the film.

Copies of Army Cadet can be bor-
rowed free from the Central Film Library,
Bromyard Avenue, Acton, London, W3
7JB. We hope it gets the wide showing it
deserves and succeeds in plugging the
instructor gap.

*

ne of the most shaming sights in
O inter-Services sport is the virtually

empty stadium which stages the
annual Army versus Navy rugby clash.
Each year Twickenham’s splendid
stands and terraces look deserted for
what many consider to be the supreme
sporting trial between the two services.
Worse still — from an Army point of
view — the vast majority of the small
crowd who do bother to go come from
the Senior Service.

Last year, the first year that sponsor-
ship, and therefore better advertising,
was used to help promote the game, the
gate went up to about 6,000. But
although that was Britain's biggest
rugby crowd of the day, it fell a long
way short of pre-war attendances.

It would be nice to think that this year
units might begin redressing the
balance by running coaches to Twick-
enham packed full of soldiers prepared
to shout their team on to victory. It could
make all the difference between success
and failure for the Army squad.

Why not make a note in your diary to
be there too? Twickenham. March 8th.
Kick Off 2.15.

*

he suggestion that SOLDIER run a
feature on Naafi-EF| (see page 34)

came from a man who travelled the
world with SOLDIER but is now well and
happy and working for Naafi.

Martin Adam, one of the magazine's
photographers in the early seventies
joined Naafi as a photographer. But
soon the lure of the shop counter proved
too much and he became a trainee
manager. "

Now, to those who remember his
aversion to uniforms during his SOL-
DIER days, there has been an amazing
transformation. As a Warrant Officer 2
he ran the Naafi on an Arctic exercise in
Norway last year and on his return
uttered the memorable quote: “It is a
terrific feeling when an officer comes in
first thing each day and says ‘Good
morning Q and how are you today?"”

he latest increase in postal

I charges means, regrettably, that
SOLDIER subscriptions must cost
more from this issue. The new rates are
£4.32 for UK and BFPO readers and
£5.16 for those elsewhere but we shall
continue to give subscribers one free
issue — that is, thirteen for the price of '
twelve. SOLDIER NEWS (26 issues)
subscriptions are also increased — to
£5.15 (UK/BFPQ) and £5.00 (elsewhere).

15



We build the house,
we arrange

the mortgage...

Prices from
Bnsjoi-Manna Gons *
Connaughl Mansions§ 23500
Bath House§ 38,000
Bnstol-Chatford House §  50.000
ol -Glenavon § 51.500
Clevedon-Beaufort Cnt *
Temple Cloud-Paulmont  30.250
- Pk 28500
Yate - Ladydale *
Weston-Super-Mare
Clarence Cal *
Bedfordshire
Fitwick - The Vikings 19.650
Kempston- Hiigrounds 19,495
Luton- Warden Hill 37.350
Berkshire
Reading - Mill Green 29.500
Buckinghamshire
Bleichley - Church Green

%
Mifion Keynes - Forest Drve 14,950

Cambridgeshire
Cambndge - Kings Hedges  16.250
jon - Church Vw 15.750
Littie Paxior— The Crohts 25.350

St Ives -Burstellars 15950
Cheshire

Chester - Hawthom 13.750

Crewe -

Coppenhall *

Great Sankey-GreenPk 17450
Macciesheid - The Oaks 21200
Moreton Spur-UptonPk 22950
Noctorum-West Vw 33500
Northwch - Brarsvale 24200
Poynton -Brookside Fm 29,600
Runcorn-Cloughwood 19.250
Stockpon - Offerion

Larkswood 24750
Tattenhall - Millbrook Pk 35950
Taporey-Quarry Bank 31 950

Timperiey - The Grove *

Winsford - Darnhall Pk 13.450
Buxion- Foxiow Pk 16950
Ciowne - Church Lane 18950
Derby - Breadsall 11 450

Eckinglon-Highwood Pk~ 13950
Mickleover - Matthew Way 18 250
Piisley - The Paddocks 14 495
Spondon - Royal Hill Pk &

Dorset
Poole - Sherbome Gardens &
Wimbome - Marborougn Pk %
Durham

Crook - Thistieflal 10.450
Esh Winning - Ivesley Pk &
Houghton le Spnng -

Heath Grange ®
FAyton - Woodside 17.350
Stanley - Bumside 10.500

Essex
Clacion-Cann Hall 18.000
Colchester - Wivenhoe
Broadhelds 14,750

Witham - Riverside Walk 24 250

Greater London
Blackheath - Papiions 88.000
Bow -Bow Gdns 23950
Beckenham -Overtrae 34950
Bren! - Hawardens i
Nonwood - Paxtons i
Orpangton - Charnler Oaks *

Cheltenham
LansdownCn§ 16.995
Newent - Lakeside 19.350
Tewkesbury - Adinglon Gans %
Hampshire

Basingstoke—Hayward Fude 20,500
Aldershol-Churchside Cls 22 950
Emsworth - Spencers Freid 30 250
Southampton-Greenacre  18.950
Humberside
Bngg - Glantord Vale 10.250
Goole - Woodland Pk 9.795
Hull-Hedon-Inmans Pk 16500
Hull - Holderness Gdns 22100

Hull - Tty Crl 12500
Hull- Prory Grange 17.075
Immungham - Harbrough Pk 10.095
Pocklington

Burnby Woid Pk 19995

Scunthorpe - Beck Farm Pk 13 375
Thomgumbald-Oak Gdns
Wetwang -
Driifiaid - Wolds Vw 16.950
Isle of Lewis
Stormoway - Bayvew 19 445

Kem

Ashlord- Cuckoo Lane 16450
Lancashire

Adinglon - Sandy Lane
Ashton-in-Makerfeid

Bo:.n?‘-mmmsmm 19008

Chodey - Woodeid Pk 27.500
Chodey - Astiey Pk 12.150
Ciayion Brook

Walton Summit 18,750
Clayton Brook -

The Hawthoms. 15650

Croston- Conston Pk 33950
Garswood-Garswood Pk 17 250
Hayoock - Penny Lane 12,750
Helmshore -Gregory Fold  16.750
Huylon-Whitefelds Pk 19.950
Kirby - Whitecrofts 15,795
Lewgh-Chadwicks Farm 19,500
Leyland - Banruster Fold Fm 29 100

Leyland-Lancaster Pk 12050
Leyland- St James Gdns 26,500
Leyland-Southiands 16.200
Liverpool - Alexandra St 12.040
Liverpooi- Earle Rd 10970

Liverpool-Norwood Grove 13,145
Manchester - Denton

Easthelds Pk 12.950
Preston - Fulwood Pk 23,000
Preston - Farways 39.950
Preston- ingol- The Green 39,950
Royton - The Grange 12.950
Rochdale

Bowing Green Fm 26.500
Rochdale - Duffins Pk 12850
St Helens - Washway Lane 13.950
Shevington *
Standish - Limes Fm 39,950
Tarieton - The Cloisters *
Teltord - Wrekin Vw 16,950
Westhoughion -

Green Meadow 19.950

Westhoughion-Hollins Pk 15.900
West Derby - Deysbrook Pk 13.750
West Derby - Grove Pk 32 500
Whiston - Haslemere 12.750
Wigan-GreenslateAd 21500
Wigan - Plane Tree Fm 20,050

Winstaniey *
re
Beaumont Leys
Bradgate Vw 12.500
Biaby - Freer Close 29,500
Loughborough - Spinney Vw 13,100
0N Mowbray
Swallowdale 11.950
Thurmaston- Thorpe Fiekds 17 900
Wigston - The Nook 29950
Lincoinshire
Boston - Butierwck 24900
Boslon-Fishioft 26 900

Cranwell- Church Vw 14

Fleet-Hargate—Easigatle 13950
(Grantham - Brookside 11700
Leasingham-St Andrew s 28 400
Lincoin—Glebe 5950
Lincoin-Greenlands 15250

Drss - Vince's Lane

Heacham - Lodge Pk 15.500

Hellesdon - Low Road *

Norwich - Stoke Holy Cross -
Sandy Oak 20150

Norwch-Ealon-TheFirs  31.650
Thetiord - Blakeney Rise 15.200

Northamptonshire
Brxworth - Ashway 32,500
Inhhngborough
Portland F\\??r 7.250
Northampton - Thaichleld  13.250

Northumbertand
Bedingion-Bower Grange 11.030

Darras Hall-Queensway 47,300
Darras Hall- Richmond Way 66 625
Heddon-on-the-Wall

The Paslures 41,500
Kilingworth - The Padtiock 20,325
Newcastie-West Denton Pk 15,275
Walisend-Redesdale Pk 11,850

Nottinghamshire
Mansheld-OldMil Lane 11,950
Mansheid - Woodhall Pk 10950
Nottingham-—Cotgrave 11,950
Nottingham— Rd  41.500
North Leverion—ManorFm 18 495
Ramplon-The Pastures 23995
Retlord - Clarborough Ed
W Bndglord - The Willows 39,500
Walesby - Chapel Lane 17.995

Oxtordshire
Wantage - St Michaels @
Scotiand-Central
Alloa- Dumyal Rise 19,995
Anstruther - Farm Rd 22,995
Ayr-Doonbank 36.500
Bothweil-Castie Pk 45,000

Blackwood - Heathfeld Pk 19,500
Bradge of Earm - Eam Pk *
Broxburn—Queens Road 35,340
Bumbisiand - Hilvew 15.795
Condorral-Woodmil Pk~ 22.500
Cleland- The Hawthums 25950
Carluke - Parkheld 15850
Dumines—Rashgill 12.750
Dunblane - Forestiew 21,2)0
Dundee—Byron Pk
Ecclefechan—Cressheld 13.500
Ednburgh - Alrwackhill 15875
Edinburgh - Curmenll 53250
Edinburgh-East Crags 19,500
Edinburgh-Glenogle Rd  18.250
Edinburgh - Newcraghall -

Castle Pk 15995
Edinburgh - Southfield 24,250
Falkirk— Spnngdale Pk 20.600
Gaiston - Braebum 13.250
Glasgow - Hawthom Way 15,550
Giasgow - Clevedon Pk
Glasgow-Deaconsbank 16,750

Harmftion - Chantingrall *
Invne—Middieton Pk 20.850
Kennoway - Forth Vw ¥
Kirkaldy - Rarth Pk 12.795
Law - Anstruther Crt 25.950

Linithgow - Rivaldsgreen *
Musselburgh-Pinkie Mains s
Newton Meams -

Barcapel House§ 70.500
Newanhil - The Meadows  13.550
Stiring - Broomndge: 15700
Uphall—Miltbum Pk 21905
Whitburm - Blaeberryhll 12,795
Winchburgh

Glendevon Vw 13.395

Scotland - North East
Aberdeen - John St§ *
Aberdeen - otDon 15660
Aberdeen-St Anne'sCn 18.220
Alness - Inverside 13.135
Auldearn - Firthwew *
Avemore - Dalfebar *

Brechin- Tnnty Pk 11.995
()aue-lmwpaye 15,400
Crt - &®
Cumgay—ﬁraeheaa 18.500
Dingwall— Acadermy Pk 16,425
Ellon—Hillview 17.555
Eigin— Ashfield 17.100
Fraserburgh-Crasgview  17.860
Hatton - The Howe L]
Invemess

Culloden-MeadowPk  13.200
h ~Cullogen -

nvermness -
The Firs

*
Inverness - Hhghheld 13,600
Inverness—Lodge Pk 40,655
Inverness - Torvean Vw 13.110
Inverness - 17.595
Inverune - Blackhall 19,995
Inverune —Chapelpark 27.160
= *
Lhanbryde - Gordon Pk 18,420
Mintiaw - Netheraden *
~Mossmil Pk 19,290
Naim-— Acharesdh 12235
Peternead-Coplanchil 13,100
Portlethen - The Hillock *
Pofierton - 26,000
TSlmmeﬂer-SlraM& *

ain- Stagcrof *

Turnif - Meadowbank *
Islands

Lerwack — 38.500

Sumburgh - Dalesbreck ®

Milbome Port-

Gansborough 19.950
Cannock - Chase 18.995
Cheadie - Bedbrook Fm *
Lichfieid - The es 30.500

~Stoke on Trent—

Ashdown Pk 24050
Tamworth-The Alders 23250
Tamworth - Acom Ri 13,995
Trentham - Kimberiey Green 16,750
Penon-Green Fields 21,000
Bury SI. Edmunds—

Raedwald Hill 14,500
Bury 81 Edmunds-

Glastonbury Rd 21,400
Grundisburgh - Osiers Green %
Needham Market - | *
Southwoid | *

Surrey
Guildiord - Scotswood 26.250
Tolworth- St Georges *
Sussex

Crawiey-Buchan'sLawn 19950
E Gnnslead-Estcots Oaks 20,750
Hastings - Royal Crt § 42500
Teesside
Darhngton - The Links 14,195

23525

Biiingham - Gr, P 14 450

~The Greenway 15495
Eaglesciffe - Coatham Vale

Building houses to make homes in

Over 375 developments throughout Bntain

Member group companies established since 1895

Write down the names of the developments you are interested in below, then send this coupon to:
Forces Agvisory Dept., Barratt Developments Lid.
Wingrove House. Ponteland Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NES 3DP.
I am interested in the following developments:

NAME

UNIT ADDRESS

TELEPHONE SM3
R/1/80

Wales-North

~Woodlands

W
Caerphilly-Calediryn
Chepstow -

Severn Approach
Landal - F airwood Chase

16,795
11,700
*
16,000
*
21,250
14,300

17,950
20850

24500
47.750
59.500
44 000
13.250

31,950

16.500
B.500

32750
38.750
15250
26 500

27.250

21.250
21.995

16.750
24,495
21.250
10.750
16.450

17.575

13995
15,995
27.495

41995
15,995

20.750
34,500
14,750
14,950
17.995
12.950
35250
14.750

17.150

10.850
13950




all you dois movein.

Mortgage rates are now 15% Scheme-it means you can live in
or even higher-but not for Barratt your Barratt house rent free while
housebuyers! Every Barratt house you save for the deposit!
comes complete with a mortgage Alternatively, save up for your
frozen at 1134% for a whole year deposit through Barratt and we’ll
from the date you move in. make a generous contribution

If you're buying your first ourselves.
house, ask about our Deferred Remember, £100 fixes your
Payment Loans: Barratt lend Barratt house at today’s price-and
you up to 10% of the purchase if you have a house to sell, you'll

find that our House Exchange

price and you
Plan makes the selling and

don’t have to

pay back buying as simple as
capital or ‘trading in’ your car.
interest for Does any other
a full five builder give the
years! housebuyer so
Weeven |  much help?
run a very #my. Duying Barratt
special ~ is the invest—

Interest Free ment of a life
Loan Scheme N time-and particularly
which you may be able to take now when the rate is frozen at only
advantage of. 113/4% on mortgages up to £25,000

And if your deposit is a worry,  on houses contracted to purchase
ask about our‘£250 and Move In’  before 31st March 1980:

Every Barratt house comes
compléte withan ll%%*mortgage!
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Lance-Corporal Jill Johnston on car patrol.

Brigadier Anne Field, WRAC Director.

18

NOTHING ILLUSTRATES BETTER the
quiet revolution which is taking place in the
Women’s Royal Army Corps than a simple
comparison between the official réle of the
Corps for many years and the new réle which
will shortly appear in Queen’s Regulations.

Hitherto the official line has been that:
“The WRAC provides replacements for male
officers and men in such employments as
may be specified by the Army Board of the
Defence Council from time to time.”

Now, with the auxiliary emphasis aban-
doned and new trades for Servicewomen
appearing all the time, the réle will appear as:
“The WRAC is to be organised and trained as
an integral part of the Army to carry out those
tasks for which its members are best suited
and qualified so that it will contribute to the
maximum efficiency of the Army as a
whole.”

Unlike North America, where changes
have proceeded at breakneek speed, the
emancipation of Britain’s Servicewomen has
continued at a steady pace over the last
decade.

More of the girl soldiers and officers are
staying on in the Army after getting married
— although (see SOLDIER-to-Soldier
December 1979) Britain has not followed the

American example of retaining young Mums
and supplying them with special maternity
uniforms.

But there is now equal pay (less the ‘X’
factor) and since last October the married
Servicewoman has not had to pay food and
accommodation charges. And she is now
entitled to married quarters in exactly the
same way as the male soldier. Just how many
WRAC personnel have taken quarters since
this innovation is not immediately clear,
although it is not thought to be high since few
of the married women soldiers have civilian
husbands.

Every effort is made to keep Service
couples together during their careers — but
the Women’s Services now offer sufficiently
attractive prospects for there to be cases
where the civilian husband is changing his
job and following his wife to a new posting!

Among the new employments now avail-
able to the WRAC are terminal equipment
technicians with Royal Signals, telecom-
munications technicians with REME and
traffic operators with the Royal Corps of
Transport.

For most of these a certain educational
level is required. The right girls are needed to
start with and they will have the opportunity




Right: Sgt Margaret Moule instructing in law.
Centre: Home from home for Catterick girls.

Bottom: Fatal accident with police on duty.

for careers to warrant officer I and, for
officers, to lieutenant-colonel.

A very short average length of service has
long been a problem for the WRAC but the
Director, Brigadier Anne Field, notes confi-
dently that the figure is now over the three
year mark and gradually rising. Because of
this the corps has not had to reach its annual
recruiting target of 1600 in recent years. But
the target has now been raised and more
recruits are needed.

More improvements will be coming along
over the next two or three years. In many of
the trades women will be in direct competi-
tion for promotion with men. In the past this
has meant that women have not been able to
progress to, say, yeoman or foreman of
signals because they have not had the requis-
ite appointments. Now this should change.

In fact this is one of the biggest changes of
the last decade. Once the WRAC recruit has
done her basic training most of her trade
training will be alongside her male counter-
part. And the big question — will the WRAC
be armed? That’s still under consideration
and has been for some time.

Today the WRAC offers a wider choice of
career than ever before. Something like 20
per cent of the corps are stationed outside
United Kingdom — mostly in Rhine Army,
Cyprus and Hong Kong. Many go on adven-
turous training exercises and expeditions.
And the WRAC has a worldwide reputation.
In fact this summer a small team of two offi-
cers and a senior NCO will go to Sri Lanka to
set up a similar organisation in that country.

Brigadier Field says WRAC morale is very
high and concludes: “The future is very chal-
lenging. We are in an expansion market but
the important thing is that we do not wante
radical changes — we need to evolve.”

THE REGIMENTAL SERGEANT-
MAJOR of 150 Provost Company, Royal
Military Police at Catterick, Mr Theodore
Joseph, is the first to admit that he is not at all
" keen on the idea of having a mixed male and
female unit. But so far as the eight girls in the
52 strong Redcap company are concerned he
has nothing but praise:— “They are smart and
attractive looking and they present them-
selves well.”

One girl is detached to duty at Preston but
the rest, headed by Staff-Sergeant Heather
Nelson, operate in the Catterick area. Staff-
Sergeant Nelson, primarily a platoon com-
mander, specialises in road safety and crime
prevention. But in the comparatively peace-
ful Catterick garrison she also assists with
training and solving of manpower problems.

Sergeant Margaret Moule works with the
minor investigation section. This deals with
such things as thefts, criminal damage,
assaults and so on and, admits Sergeant
Moule, involves a lot of paper work.

Staff Nelson, Sgt Moule, and four of the
other girls live in a house within the garrison.
Each girl has her own room and the girls

make it a home from home.

Says 18-year-old Lance-Corporal Jill
Johnston: “When we were in training we
were four or five to a room. Now we all have
our own but we still tend to go into the sitting
room for a chinwag.”

The policewomen are employed in exactly
the same way as men in the company in that
they work shifts and also have a week-end
rota. The only training they don’t do is on the
ranges. Within the garrison area they go out

on foot and car patrols with both their mili-
tary police colleagues and with local civilian
police. Butin the event of trouble it is usually
the male policeman who makes the arrest —
unless the suspect happens to be female.
Jill Johnston was soon to depart for North-
ern Ireland when SOLDIER called. Usually
the girls who go to Catterick on a first posting
find themselves in the troubled Province as
next port of call.
continued on page 20
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Above: Hiding a pretty face behind a gas mask.

Right: Patrolling around the camp at Catterick.

She said: “My first ambition was to go into
the civilian police but I decided that it would
iimit me to one country and that this job
would give me the chance to travel as well as
to be a policewoman.

“It’s usually pretty quiet in Catterick. In
fact it’s long stretches of boredom then —
pow! Something happens. Which is what
makes the job so exciting — you never know
what to expect from one day to the next.

“Catterick is a good place if you are willing
to work hard and you want to learn. You get a
lot of job satisfaction when you are able to
help someone — perhaps a person who has
had something pinched and you get it back
for them. I keep telling myself we are here to
help rather than hinder.”

The girls in the red caps at Catterick really
enjoy their job. Wendy Ramsay, an 18-vear-
old Lance-Corporal, joined up because her
father was in the Army and she could not
adapt to being a civilian. She finds that the
most involved matters she has to deal with are
domestic tiffs.

And Corporal Sue Kendall, who had pre-
viously been on police work with Rhine
Army, re-enlisted only five months after she
left the Army. She says: “In Germany we did
far more police work. Here it’s slightly dif-
ferent but we all mix very well.”

MARCHWOOD

LIEUTENANT JANE JOHNSON has just
spent two months as acting adjutant with the
busy 17 Port Regiment, Royal Corps of
Transport at Marchwood, near Southamp-
ton. She had been assistant adjutant for more
than a vear so her stint in the chair while

Right: Donning a special hard hat Jane Johnson
goes round the port and chats to some drivers.
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, Marchwood, like anywhere else, is paper

Above: Checking the shots on the Essex mudflats.

Right: Three of the girls set up Green Archer.

waiting for a new appointee posed few
problems.

Jane has now moved to the Logistic Execu-
tive at Andover — again the first time a
WRAC officer has been appointed at that
headquarters. She feels that being the only
woman officer in a port full of male soldiers is
fine “providing you have broad shoulders
and can take a joke. People are always pulling
your leg and you need a sense of humour”,

When she arrived at Marchwood from
Germany last year Jane found herself on a six
weeks course designed to teach her all about
port operating. Among the things she learned
were boat handling, loading ships, types of
cargoes and how to drive such handling
equipment as forklift trucks. “It taught me
how to be the first female stevedore in the
British Army’’ she quipped.

Most of the assistant adjutant’s job at

work. But last year, when all the male subal-
terns were away on exercise, she took charge
of a troop which went into the Solent and
loaded tanks for overseas. And this year she
was given her own troop on an adventurous
training exercise in Cyprus.

A keen sailor, she enjoyed Marchwood but
feels that working in an all male environment
has raised her standards of discipline and
made her harder. “My expectations are
higher than they were when I was in an all
female unit.”

SHOEBURYNESS

THE GIRLS who go down to Shoeburyness
near Southend to be experimental assistants
in gunnery on the ranges can expect to be
there for the whole of their Service careers.
For their job is unique and although there are
jobs with a similar title in Benbecula the
WRAC girls need retraining to transfer from

.one to the other.

For instance 21 years ago Private Jill Hos-
kins went to Shoeburyness direct from

recruit training at Guildford. Today she is
still there as a Warrant Officer 1 responsible
for training and the quality of the WRAC
work.

“When I first came in my intention was to
stay for three years but it became so interest-
ing”” she says. “I’ve had what I consider to be
a good career out of it and so would anybody

sufficiently interested in not being tied to a
nine to five job.”

Corporal Delyth Gough was practising
survey with a theodolite — a task which has
recently been added to the WRAC girls’
repertoire. She has been at Shoeburyness for

" seven-and-a-half years and says: “I didn’t

continued on page 23
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have much choice about coming — you don’t
get many volunteers because nobody knows
what we do down here. I've had some bad
times but a lot of very good times.”

Out on the salt caked mud flats of Foulness
the experimental assistants in gunnery spend
hours on end sitting in observation posts
along the sea wall. Using stop watches they
time the shots fired from the Proof and
Experimental Establishment from shot to
burst. They also judge the angle of firing and
the starshell bursts and then file reports.

This can be quite gruelling when icy nor’-
easters whip across the coastline and some of
the observation posts are without heating.
Said Corporal Carol Robbins: ‘“‘Sometimes
we cannot wear gloves and there is no chance
to nip in for a warm between rounds. Most of
the time in winter we get hot meals brought
out or have sandwich lunches and we try to
arrange to have tea delivered.”

And Private Rosemary Parrott added:
“When we are out in the cold we sit and think

of home and watching television and look

forward to a nice hot bath.”

All of the girls at Shoeburyness learn how
to do all of the tasks that make up their trade
including some classified work.

One of these is to operate Green Archer
radar, used to observe ground bursts and fall
of shot as an aid to later recovery. Sergeant
Sarah Odell says it needs at least two strong
girls to erect the Green Archer aerial.

She was lucky with her posting as she had
lived in the Southend area before. “Hope-
fully when the girls find out they are here for
what amounts to a permanent posting they
accept the fact and do their best. I like it here
because Foulness island is in such a natural
state — you can just sit down and watch a
rabbit going by or a kestrel hovering.”

Top: L/Cpl Jennie Smyth on the computer.

Right: Cpl Delyth Gough surveys with theodolite.

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but
they differ in ten details. Look at
them carefully. If you cannot spot
the differences see page 53
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If yourson is bright enough
tobe an Army Officer,

well helpw1th his education.

Welbeck College,

The Army hasitsown boarding school,
Welbeck College for boys who want to be
Officers one day.

Entrance requirements are highly com-
petitive and to qualify for consideration for
a place a young man must be well up to
GCE ‘O’ level standard (or SCE ‘O’ grade)
in maths, physics, English language and at
least two other subjects, preferably chemistry
and a foreign language.

And of course, he must have a genuine
interest in a career as an Army Officer.

If he has and we think he’s good enough,
we’'ll give him the best possible startinbecom-
ing an officer in the Army’s technical Corps.

(It will, incidentally, be largely at the
Army’s expense not the parents: Contri-
butions towards maintenance are reason-
able.)

What your son will get is basically a
6th form education to ‘A’ level standard in
maths, physics and related subjects.

Since there are only 150 boysat Welbeck,
we can afford togivea great deal of individual
tuition.

Academic standards have to be high

tts. A boarding school for potential Officers in the Army’s technical Corps.

because success at Welbeck
guarantees a place at the
Royal Military Academy at
Sandhurst.

And not only this; once
commissioned, the majority of
Welbeck boys go on to Univer-
sity at the Army’s expense.

Most boys are commis-
sioned into the REME, R Signals,
RAOC and RE. Some go to the
RA and RCT and a few to the
RAC and Infantry.

We ought to point out that
it is only at Sandhurst that your
son will begin to wear uniform.
At Welbeck he is a civilian.

And apart from some out-
ward bound or adventure
training plus Cadet corps training, the
syllabusis little different from that of a first-
class public school.

There’s plenty of sport too. As well as
school games, he can go sailing, rock climbing
and orienteering.

And as you can see from the photo-
graph, Welbeckis an old stately home which
is set in beautiful grounds.

Applicants for the term starting in
January 1981 must have been bomn
between Ist November 1963 and st Aprll
1965. The closing date for applications is
Ist May.

To obtain our prospectus and applica-
tion form just fill in the coupon and post it
to the Headmaster.
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“yQU SIR! While you’re here, sir, you have’

to call me ‘sir’, sir. And I have to call you ‘sir’,
sir. But both of us knows which one of us
means it, don’t we sir?”* Thus an Academy
Sergeant-Major is once said to have hissed his
welcome to a hapless officer cadet at the
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst.

And isn’t that what everyone expects? 1
mean, everyone knows sergeant-majors are
like that and who more so than the Academy

Story: Mike Starke

Sergeant-Major — the Ack-Ess-Emm — the
senior RSM in the whole British Army? Not
so, apparently:

“They don’t understand — it’s a big act —
you have your image to project just like an
actor on a stage”, said Warrant Officer 1 Ray
Huggins, the retiring Academy Sergeant-
Major who left the job last month aged 52
after exactly a decade there to take up a
second career at the smarter end (where else?)

of Civvy Street as Deputy Administrator

of Blenheim Palace, seat of the Duke of
Marlborough.

It has to be admitted that, cast in the réle of
the Army’s top tartar, its master martinet,
Mr Huggins could give convincing perfor-
mances. Like every skilful actor, he has
learned how to grip an audience and bend
them to the mood he wishes to create.

“Sometimes on the square you want to be
stern and get them really jumping”, he
admits. And on such occasions he might use
his own special brand of vitriol: “SIR! Why
are you depriving some village of an idiot?”

But on other days he might want the mood
to be more relaxed. And there are tricks of

VEHICLES
ATWAR

DENIS BISHOP AND
CHRISTOPHER ELLIS

‘If you can't afford it, steal it! Vehicles at War is incomparably
the finest such illustrated encyclopedia yet to appear. | can't
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the trade to achieve that too. But, above all
(like any top performer), it’s largely a matter
of personality.

Behind the immaculate uniform, the
austerely clipped hair (a distinguished grey),
the moustache with the hint of a turn-up at
the ends — there is a human being. Mr Hug-
gins exclaimed: “They all imagine I came out
of a cupboard and there I was, in a polythene
bag, all dressed up like this and ready to go as
Ack-Ess-Emm.

“But I was a young guardsman of 17
myself once. I got into all the scrapes we all
do and I had to work my way up through the
ranks to get here.”

The fact is, he has lived, eaten and
breathed Army all his life. His office at Sand-
hurst was a cherished little museum of some
of the landmarks in his career like the formal
regimental line-up photographs from the
Grenadier Guards. There was one of him as
the centre-piece flanked by his fellow non-
commissioned officers when he was Regi-
mental Sergeant-Major of 2nd Battalion.
“T’ve had ten super years here at Sandhurst
— it’s a one off job. But RSM of my battalion
was the ultimate I'd worked for all my career.
Everything else was a bonus”.

There, too, was the reminder that his fam-
ily is steeped in the Army past, present and
future. In pride of place behind his desk was
a triptych of framed photographs showing
great-grandfather and grandfather Huggins
(90th Regiment of Foot), father Huggins
(The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment) and
Ack-Ess-Emm Huggins with his own son
Timothy who at 164 is at the Duke of York’s
Royal Military School and clearly destined to
follow in the well-drilled footsteps of his fore-
fathers.

Even the Huggins daughters have Army
connections. Nancy is married to a sergeant
in the Royal Corps of Transport and Katie to
a captain in the Royal Engineers. The third
girl, Sally, works for British Caledonian Air-
ways — and even there there’s a uniform!
And Mr Huggins’ pride in his family goes
deeper even than the dark sepia of the photos
of its military members past and present that

- hung on his office wall.

The family has always moved with the
regiment in the past. This is one of the
changes in the Army Mr Huggins has noted
over the years. The wives were very much a
part of the regiment in his experience. And
his wife Sheila was no exception.

_ When “Mrs Huggins became RSM’s
wife”, as he put it, she naturally took it upon

“You’re not a bit like Norman described you— I
half expected you to have a ring through your
nose!”

herself to organise a wives’ club in their
‘patch’ in Germany at the time (it was 1966).
Club nights were fixed for Mondays. Now; it
so happened that there was an unusually
large number of young officers’ wives in the
battalion at the time and one of them mis-
guidedly organised a dinner party which
clashed with wives’ club. Result? No young
officers’ wives at the club that night.

His voice an even darker brown than usual
and eyes twinkling with pride, Mr Huggins
went on: “Mrs Huggins was round first thing
on Tuesday morning knocking on that young
lady’s door to know the reason why!

“Now that same lady’s husband is a senior
officer but she tells Mrs Huggins, ‘you know,
to this day I never organise a dinner party for
a Monday!

“The point I'm making is that when you
were with a regiment with the wife you acted
as a team — simple as that.”

Not that this anecdote implies disrespect
for officers. Mr Huggins has a simple for-
mula for his attitude to the hierarchy of the
British Army: “They serve to lead — we
serve to follow.” He explained: “My rela-
tions with the officer corps must be tempered
with the fact that I have known Sandhurst
and the Household Division. The British
Army is the only one with that magic rapport
between officer and sergeant. They give the
orders, we execute them.”

What about the changes he’s seen at the
Academy? “Since I've been here in the last
ten years, this is where the changes have
come — at Sandhurst. A revolution . . . a
coup d’etat — courses down from two years
to 26 weeks. But this is what the modern
Army wanted. The scheme is now only eight
years old, and that is nothing in the history of
officer training.”

What of the officer cadets themselves nowa-
days? “They will always be officer cadets.
They are far wider spread nowadays — they
come from some 1300 schools to Sandhurst
now . » "

The implication was there, but Mr Hug-
gins paused only briefly before pressing
home his attack: “As far as I'm concerned
I’'m the biggest snob in the world and I say
that if your ancestors weren’t with us at
Waterloo — don’t bother. Perhaps I'm too
old.

“There must be an officer corps — nowa-
days everyone wants to be the same and I
think that’s wrong.”

Generally speaking, he said he thought he
had seen more changes in the Army than had.
taken place in any other era. Soldiers’
accommodation, for instance. Nowadays
they have roomy quarters with all mod cons.
When he joined up 344 years ago he was given
three boards and two trestles for a bed and
that was that.

Not that he was saying ‘those were the
days’. He warned against looking back
through rose-tinted spectacles to golden days
that never were. Many changes — like
accommodation — have been for the better,
he thinks. (His only regret — and he empha-
sises only — in his Army career is that he has
not bought a house of his own, always stick-
ing to his maxim of being with the regiment
at all times.) But he has to admit: “In some
cases we’ve gone overboard in my opinion.
But the Armed Services only reflect society
— we can only do what they ask us.”

And now he has gone to blend into that

society as a civilian, leaving the top job-an

RSM can aspire to. Not that it is the highest
Warrant Officer rank, Mr Huggins was
reminded, that is Conductor in the Royal
Army Ordnance Corps.

Of course. He is well aware of this. “But if
they were on a parade with me I know where
they would be . . . in the ranks! Talk to them
about drill and they think you mean Black
and Decker!”

The smile curled the moustache ends a bit
further, the eyes twinkled, the act went on to
its final curtain and as the one-man credits
rolled, that leading man summed up his role
as Ack-Ess-Emm: “It’s fun!”

R P Huggins joined the Grenadier Guards
in Manchester in 1945, aged 17. He
served in Germany, Palestine and North
Africa between then and 1950 when he
was promoted Sergeant. He became War-
rant Officer 2 in 1955 and served in Ger-
many (twice), West Africa and South
America. In 1965 he was promoted War-
rant Officer 1 and appointed Regimental
Sergeant-Major of Old College at the
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. In
1966 he became RSM of 2nd Battalion,
Grenadier Guards, and in 1970 returned
to Sandhurst as Academy Sergeant-
Major, the post he held until 1 February
this year.

He was awarded the MBE in June 1973
and the MSM in the following month. In
1976 he was awarded the Cross of Recog-
nition, an honour from the French Army.

A keen sportsman to this day, he has
represented his regiment at rugby, athle-
tics, fencing (sabre), swimming and water
polo. He played for an Army XV against
Malta in 1950 and again in 1963 against
Trinidad. In 1951 he was light
heavyweight boxing champion of his bat-
talion.

His successor is WO1 Dennis Cleary
who comes from being RSM of 1st Batta-
lion, Irish Guards. Mr Cleary is no
stranger to Sandhurst having served there
before as Company Sergeant-Major of

New College and later RSM of Old Col-
lege. ;

The new Ack-Ess-Emm, WO1 Dennis
Cleary




“You'll soon get used to my parade ground yell.”




“When I retire, I won’t be giving up warfare entirely — the
wife’s mother is coming to live with us.”
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“You always were lousy at map reading Buxton.”




BRITISH TROOPS have been going on
exercise to the Equatorial plains and forests
of Kenya since 1971. But none of this would
have been possible without the support of a
small band of experts on the spot that goes to
make up the British Army Training Liaison
Staff Kenya (BATLSK).

Based at Kahawa, just outside Nairobi, in
what was once a British Army ration store
before the nation’s independence in the
sixties, BATLSK sees some 1000 British
troops come and go a year.

These are made up of infantry units going
to their exercise base camp some 110 miles
further north at the little market town of
Nanyuki as well as men of the Roval
Engineers who visit Kenya to help the local
community with a wide variety of sapper
projects.

The BATLSK support operation involves
providing the visiting soldiers with virtually
everything they will need to carry out their
operations in the field. The sappers’ tasks
include the full spectrum of engineering
activities that are universal the world over.
The infanteers — who bring their own
weapons, ammunition and radio equipment
— go to Kenvya to train in their normal Euro-
pean defence role although the geographical
background is in vivid contrast to the chilly
lowlands of Germany or remote exercise
areas of Britain.

Top: Epitomising the vast array of equipment at
BATLSK is this rack of mechanical items.

Left: And here a list of stores emphasises the point
as WO1 Rod Moor RAOC checks them off.

Story: Mike Starke
Pictures: Paul Haley

So from Kahawa these units draw their
rations, tentage, vehicles, water carrying
equipment (vital in the arid bushland they
exercise in) as well as all the cleaning equip-
ment necessary to keep a canvas camp sani-
tary during a six-week stay up-country.

To keep the visitors mobile during their
stay, BATLSK holds a pool of some 100
vehicles — mostly four-ton trucks and
Land-Rovers, with the rest comprising a
variety of engineer plant equipment.

A major problem for BATLSK is ensuring
that these vehicles stay roadworthy. Driving
in Kenya is a hazardous business. The tarmac
roads are pitted with potholes and the dirt-
track ‘murram’ minor roads are just as slip-
pery in dry, dusty conditions as they are
when wet and muddy. In the dry, a driver can
easily be engulfed in a blinding swirl of fine
dust obscuring his view of the road ahead.

The Commander of BATLSK,
Lieutenant-Colonel Tim Illingworth of The
Royal Irish Rangers commented: “What I
call ‘defensive driving’ is the key to success.
And I reckon it takes about ten days to
acclimatise to the driving conditions in
Kenya™.

But despite the continuous task of main-
taining vehicles, Lieutenant-Colonel Illing-
worth declared that the biggest single’
headache is the management of the large
variety of stores that have to be issued, re-
covered and reissued to successive units that
come and go.

In addition, the BATLSK team has to
liaise with the local people — farmers, game



Above left: Cooks cater for the staff at the Kahawa
base of BATLSK. They have been known to pull
out the stops and feed many more!

Above: Vehicles take a hammering on Kenyan
roads so repairs are a major headache for
BATLSK. But somehow they always manage.

Left: WO2 Mick Roberts (in beret) is the REME
Artificer in charge of the BATLSK workshops.

wardens and foresters — responsible for the
areas used by troops on exercise. And
BATLSK also has to keep in close touch with
the British High Commission’s Defense
Adviser in Nairobi who is ultimately respons-
ible for all British troops in the country and
who forms the link, through his own dip-
lomatic channels, with the Kenyan Ministry
of Defence.

A secondary task of BATLSK is to main-
tain a small fleet of four Safari Land-Rovers
plus one Volkswagen caravette tourer so that
British -Servicemen visiting Kenya can take
advantage of the opportunity to tour the
spectacular countryside that teems with wild-
life. The hire charges are very reasonable and
the British visitors make full use of the sturdy
vehicles.

The BATLSK base at Kahawa is a hive of
activity all year round and is currently
expanding its facilities through the addition
of a large shed which will protect sapper plant
equipment from the ravages of fierce sun and
sharp rainstorms.

The camp can accommodate up to 150 men
in tents passing through as either advance or
rear parties for the major exercises. A small

team of exercise troops stays at Kahawa to
liaise between their units and BATLSK
throughout the time their colleagues are in
the field.

Busiest and biggest of the installations at
Kahawa are the vehicle workshops and the
huge equipment stores. There is also a post
office run by the Royal Engineers as well as
the BATLSK headquarters offices where the
complete operation is administered.

“The whole aim is to see that any unit that
visits has everything ready for it — which is
no mean feat”, summed up Lieutenant-
Colonel Illingworth.

To see that this basic object is achieved,
the small band of men that make up the
BATLSK team have to be a special breed of
experts. “They are all very carefully selected.
It is a plum job for a senior non-
commissioned officer which means they are
all hand-picked”, said Lieutenant-Colonel
Illingworth. ¥

He added: “They all get on like a house on
fire. They have to, really, otherwise they
don’t function to the best of their ability’.

And this counts off-duty as well as on since
the entire team live in a close-knit compound
of houses in Nairobi’s suburbs with their
wives and families for the duration of the
two-and-a-half year tour of duty with
BATLSK. Lieutenant-Colonel Illingworth
knows Kenya well. He served in the pre-
independence King’s African Rifles and as

. aide-de-camp to a Commander British

Forces, and he was even married in Kenya
too. His Second-in-Command — and the
31
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For the military historian, for the
wargamer and modeller, for the general
reader who finds the whole subject
fascinating — the Military Book Society
is a must.

Every month the Military Book Society offers its
members a superb choice of new books which
look into the reasons behind war, the causes of
specific conflicts, the weapons used, the
strategies employed, the terrible results — from
studies of early warfare, through the Napoleonic
Wars, the First and Second World Wars, to the
technological might of today's armed forces.

Your introduction. Your introductory offer
from the Military Book Society is to take any
three of the books shown here for just £1 each
plus 75p towards post and packing *, and
thereafter to take just four books from the
magnificent selection of well over 150 different
books offered during the first year. No book is

ever offered at less than 25% below the
publisher’s price — often much more.

Monthly Bulletin. Every month, as a member
of the Military Book Society, you'll receive the
club’s FREE Bulletin — full of news and reviews
on a host of military books covering every
possible aspect of warfare.

Your first step. Indicate on the coupon which
three books you want for just £3. Should they
not come up to your expectations, simply return
them within 10 days, your membership will be
cancelled, and you won't owe a penny!

THEMULUTARY
BOOK SOCIETY

P.O. Box 19, Swindon SNI 5AX.
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Your only commitment is to take 4 books
from more than 150 you will be offered
during your first year’s membership.
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And your assurance. Should you ever have
any genuine cause for complaint about the
Club’s goods or services, you are invited to
write to Book Club Associates, P.O. Box |,
Swindon, SN3 3LD

To: Military Book Society, Edp,
P.O. Box 19, Swindon, SNI SAX. ; :
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Please accept my application and enrol me as a member of the Military
Book Society and send me the three introductory books whase numbers
| have printed in the boxes provided. You will charge me a total of £3 for
the books, plus 75p towards post and packing *, if | am not c

| satisfied, | may return the books within ten days, my membership will be
cancelled and | will owe nothing. As a member | do not need to takea ¢
book every month. If | want another book instead of the Book of the

I Month (or if | want no book at all) | can say so on the form provided. |
will. however, choose at least 4 books in the first year. All books are
described twe menths in advance in the free monthly ‘Bulletin’ and

I offered at least 25% less than the publishers’ prices (plus postage and
packing). | am over 18 years of age

Mr/Mrs/Miss.
I BLOCK LETTERS

Address

Postcode
| Offer limited to one per household. Overseas send for details.

-SEND NO MONEY NOW- —
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Above: Nerve centre of BATLSK is its office run
by Royal Army Pay Corps WO2 George lles.

man in charge of the all-important ordnance
stores — is Warrant Officer 1 Rod Moor,
Royal Army Ordnance Corps.

Responsible for the hard-worked work-
shops is a Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers artificer, Warrant Officer 2 Mick
Roberts. And chief clerk-cum-paymaster,
also responsible for the movements of incom-
ing and outgoing personnel, is Royal Army
Pay Corps Warrant Officer 2 George lles.

Staff-Sergeant Ken Bartlett RAOC is the
stores section manager while the postal
operations are run by Sergeant David Jones
of the Royal Engineers.

Attached to BATLSK is a dozen-strong
Forward Repair Team from REME in the
workshops and this is sometimes augmented
by an FRT for the specialist plant equipment
used by the Royal Engineers.

There are also 30 locally employed
civilians working at BATLSK and they too

* are hand-picked men. The senior mechanic,
for instance, saw service in the King’s Afri-
can Rifles as a squadron sergeant-major.

Speaking in general, Lieutenant-Colonel
Illingworth concluded: “This is the greatest
training area in the world because of the
country, the animal life and the people. The
Kenyan African is about the happiest guy
you could meet anywhere. He has a great
sense of humour and gets on with the job
whatever it is with great enthusiasm”.

Happily, those admirable traits seem to be
reflected among the staff of BATLSK, ensur-
ing that all goes smoothly for exercise troops
in Kenya and enabling them to get the very
best out of their short periods in the country.

Above: Heavy plant used by the Royal Engineers
gets the ‘once over’ by an expert in Kahawa.

we s

Below: Kenya may be a land of sun, but it rains
too! And Sappers have had to see to drainage.




“FT\W IVE DAYS OF SLAM! SLAM!
SLAM!. . . Alotto take in in a short time.”
That was the verdict of one of a dozen Naafi
employees after a week-long whistle-stop
tour of Army recruit training as their intro-
duction to life in uniform as members of EFI
— the Expeditionary Force Institutes.

The twelve were the latest addition to the
swelling ranks of EFI, now standing at some
160 after dwindling to a peacetime low of less
than a score until a recruiting drive five years
ago.

A unique Territorial Army unit (*It’s
rather like an exclusive club — you have to
work for Naafi to be in EFI,” said second-
in-command Captain Simon Clayton-Payne),
EFI sets out to provide as near normal as
possible Naafi services to soldiers in the field.
And to do so it is essential that EFI men
should be equipped to blend into the military
background by being trained as soldiers
themselves.

In this respect, EFI has a proud tradition
behind it. Under the wing of the old Royal
Army Service Corps (EFI is now a Royal
Army Ordnance Corps unit), it came to
maturity in World War Two when much
experience was gained in many theatres of
conflict.

From the ‘phoney war’ period of 1939 to
the end of 1943 alone, EFI and members of
its sister organisation, the Naval Canteen
Service, lost 600 killed, missing and
captured.
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At Dunkirk, EFI members kept cool
enough to keep their account books and cash
tins intact to bring no less than 6,000,000
French francs back to Britain.

After Dunkirk, EFI had its own headquar-
ters at Norwood and trained and sent abroad
more than 900 officers and 10,000 men. In
those days establishments included Naafi
girls in the Auxiliary Territorial Service
(ATS) EFI. Nowadays there is no women'’s
section although it has come under con-
sideration recently.

In 1939 Naafi’s strength was 8000. But at
the peak of the war there were some 125,000
in uniform and working as civilians for Naafi
and EFI.

No wonder Captain Clayton-Payne boasts
of EFI today: “When we put on uniform we
wear combat suits, not Number Two Dress,
because we're combat soldiers. We're a
pukka TA unit — not a Naafi Army. We are
part of the support to Nato troops in the field
and we provide a service in uniform to the
Services in uniform.”

Basically, the role of an EFI member in the
field — be he officer or non-commissioned
officer (the lowest rank is corporal) — is the
same as the job he does in Civvy Street as a
supply specialist. This means he will either
be in charge of the bulk issue of Naafi stores
— the drinks, smokes and sundries normally
on sale in a Naafi shop in camp — or operat-
ing a canteen for the troops in the field or
actually running a shop for them.

And in the field, a shop or canteen might
be a tent, the corner of a marquee or even an
old cow shed that has to be ‘mucked out’
before it can open for business. But wherever
it is 1t will be cheek by jowl with the canvas
and camouflage of the soldiers it serves.
Hence the necessity for EFI members to be
trained as soldiers themselves.

Like any TA unit, EFI is a volunteer
organisation with its members recruited
largely by hearsay as ‘old sweats’ pass on the
word about it. After signing on at the EFI
headquarters near Esher in Surrey, the raw
rookie has to have a medical examination.
“This is vital because it’s hard work keeping
up with trained soldiers,” explained Captain
Clayton-Payne.

As a member of EFI, the recruit becomes
part of 10 Ordnance Support Battalion,
EFI’s Regular Army sponsor unit, and he is
ready for one of the three basic training
courses held annually in Germany.

Although EFI is not fully up to strength at
the moment, its officer commanding, Major
Bob Randerson, and Captain Clayton-Payne
(the unit’s two permanent staff, ex~Army but
now Naafi-employed) have to resist the temp-
tation to accept every one of the growing
number of volunteers.

Said Captain Clayton-Payne: “We don’t
just take anybody. If anything we try to put
them off by telling them all the bad sides of
things . . . the cold, the wet, that sort of
thing. Because we can’t afford fo take the

Above: The bark of the drill sergeant echoes
across Bracht’s parade square. But EFI recruits
found that military barks were worse than bites!
Right: ‘Short back and ear lobes’ was all part of
the service for the hirsute recruits and with a
breeze on their bare necks they felt like soldiers!

wrong sort of person who won’t be able to fit
in with the Army.”

Having been selected and passed medically
fit, the recruit joins his new comrades in
arms, preferably in a group of a dozen or so,
to set off for Bracht in Rhine Army where he
will spend an intensive five days of basic
military training with the Training Wing of 3
Base Ammunition Depot, Royal Army Ord-
nance Corps.

The most recent course, the one seen by
SOLDIER, was the third at Bracht. Before
then the courses were run by another RAOC
unit, 15 Central Ordnance Depot at Dulmen,
also in Germany.

Rather than fly the course out to Germany,
it was a deliberate part of EFI policy to send
the ‘daring dozen’ by ferry. It was slower, but
all to the good — it gave the recruits time to
get to know each other.

Captain Clayton-Payne explained: “It’s
important that they get on with each other at
this stage so that we know they will get on
with each other under sometimes adverse
conditions in the field. There they will have
to work as a team and harmonise with each
other as well as the units they serve.”

continued over .
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Great care went into stressing the safety aspectsof
weapon training (top left) and the mysteries of
map reading were mastered (above). But for those
who got it wrong ... ten press-ups, ‘at the
double’ watched closely by fellow recruits!

Once at Bracht, work started in earnest
under the expert tutelage of the 3BAD Train-
ing Subaltern, Lieutenant Paul Beerling, and
half a dozen spick and span NCO instructors
who soon had the “’orrible lot’s” ears ringing
with words of command . . . and press-ups
for anyone who was a split second late jump-
ing to it!

But far from feeling they were being badly
treated in any way, these recruits left with
nothing but admiration for their instructors.
Said Paul Harris, a Naafi Club manager in
Aldershot and a graduate of the training
course: “‘I certainly learnt a lot — thanks
largely to the instructors at 3BAD. They
really know their job — they amazed us. In
fact, I must say, we expected them to be a bit
stricter and harder with us.”

This comment bore out what Captain
Clayton-Payne had said: ‘“‘Basic training
really changes them. They come here with a
bit of apprehension and some with a bit of
bravado . . . which is good. Then they go
through the week and become a force to be
reckoned with.”

The week sped by in a head-spinning series
of lessons and lectures on a wide variety of
subjects. As one recruit put it: “Afterwards I
had to sit back and think, now, what did I
learn? There was square bashing, rifle and
sub-machine-gun stripping, firing and all




those safety routines. There was NBC (Nuc-
lear Biological and Chemical) training, first
aid, map reading and orienteering . . . it all
took a lot of absorbing.”

Friday soon came round with a competi-
tive shoot on the 35 metre range and an orien-
teering exercise to test the absorption of the
map reading lessons. And all that ‘left, right,
left right . . . swing those arms’ was finally
put to the test with a pass off parade on the
Saturday when chests visibly swelled with
pride in a job well done and with a commend-
able effort to do justice to the hard work of
the 3BAD instructors. They bore out Cap-
tain Clayton-Payne’s remark: ‘“They are
fiercely loyal and really get stuck in.” Or, as
one of their instructors said from his point of
view: “They’re better than many; they’re
young, keen and motivated which is half the
battle as far as we’re concerned.”

So, fighting fit, the course dispersed to
return to their everyday jobs with Naafi but
now ready to answer the call to volunteer as
fully-fledged members of RAOC/EFI to go
on exercise with the Army.

With regular exercises taking place in
Norway, Arctic survival training is the next
step for the EFI men. But wherever they opt
to go, they are likely to put in more time in
uniform and in the field than the average TA
soldier as they will be away for three — some-
times more — weeks at a time for two or even
three times a year as opposed to the more

. usual fortnight’s camp attended by most of

the TA.

As EFI grows again, so does its reputation

e
according to Captain Clayton-Payne: “Lots
of units are now asking for EFI teams in the
field. We are now considered ‘one of us’
rather than ‘one of them’ by the Army.

“In fact, people think we are Regulars and
I’ve heard them say: “Why don’t Naafi do
this?” Then we have difficulty persuading
them that we actually are Naafi!”

And how does EFI see the Army? Paul
Harris summed up: “I’ve never been in the
Army but I'm interested in that sort of life.
And, the thing is, working for Naafi we are so
close to the Army and yet we can’t participate

Dismantling and reassembling a Sterling sub-
machine gun is not as easy as instructors make it
look (top left). And when it comes to live-firing —
it's a job to remember all those drills (above).

in the things they do. Personally, this can be
very frustrating at times.

“But now [’ve joined EFI I've been able to
do those things. Now I’m going on to do the
Arctic survival course and then I'll be off on
exercise with the Army, doing what the
Army does. And that’s very good, I think.”

Thanks to Paul and his EFI colleagues, it’s
good for the Army too.

“‘Naafi’s open!”’

i
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Wear this superb

OMEGA

for only £16.9
using
PRESTONS
INTEREST-FREE
CREDIT OFFER

It's the new multi-function
Memomaster

and it can be on your wrist for only £16.90
deposit. You then complete the balance in 9
monthly payments of £16 90. Remember, your
total payment is just £169 - the same as the cash
price because Prestons do not charge a penny
extra for credit spread over a deposit and
9 months.

Quartz Accuracy plus OMEGA

Freeze and Shock Tests

Quartz action gives accuracy to around 60
seconds a year - and OMEGA Quartz timers are
subjected to extra sample testing that includes
freezing them to 10°C below freezing point and
battering them with shocks 5,000 times the force
of gravity. So why buy a Quartz when you can
buy an OMEGA Quartz?

Super-Clear Read-Out plus Total
Calendar Function

The Liguid Crystal Display gives you a crisp, clear 6-digit read-out with screen
illumination so you can see it in the dark. The multiple calendar function displays
hour, minute. second as well as the date and day of the week. And the battery normally
lasts for 2 years
Interval Timing and Audible Alarm Signal

Your Memomaster can be preset to count down any interval between 1 minute and
12 hours. It's signalled by the alarm which can also be preset for any time in 24 hours
The alarm sounds for 30 seconds

It even reminds you of your wife’s birthday!

You can preset any date and when it is reached the arrow display will flash a
reminder. So you don’t have to worry about forgetting that business appointment or
family occasion

All these superb advantages in one beautiful watch set in a stainless steel case with
matching bracelet
Direct to you from one of Britain’s Biggest Jewellers

Your OMEGA comes to you from the direct mail division of one of Britain's
biggest jewellers. What's more, Prestons have been authorised OMEGA suppliers for
over 30 years. And every watch carries the full OMEGA Guarantee
Why pay Cash or Interest Charges up to 50% when you can
enjoy Credit at Cash Prices?

Take advantage of Prestons Interest-Free Credit and enjoy the privilege of spreading
vour payments while at the same time paying jonly the cash price. [t's the fastest, easiest
way to own one of today’s finest watches

ORDER YOUR MEMOMASTER NOW OR SEND FOR FREE FOLIO OF
OMEGA TIMERS

Prestons Timer Division, Capitol House, Churchgate, Bolton,
Lancs. BL11LY. Reg in England No, 541349,
r———————————— )

FREEPOST TODAY. NO STAMP NEEDED
To: Prestons Timer Division, FREEPOST, Bolton BL11YY. Reg. in England No. 541349 I
Please send me ST 3820801 (Memomaster). [ enclose cheque/postal order crossed
I D and made payable to Prestons Timer Division, value £16.90 (1/10th of full purchase I
price) as deposit. Allow 21 days for delivery
I Please send me FREE full colour folio, replicas and details of INTEREST-FREE
D CREDIT, without obligation
l Tick as applicable
Mr/Mrs/Miss
(Block capitals please)
l Address

Post code

|
1( | fosfoRis TIMER DIVISION

Telephone: Bolton (0204) 23188

S0/0/380

RANGERS

TALBOT MILITARY SALES

(A DIVISION OF RANGERS GARAGES DURRINGTON)

]

TALBOT

THE NEW SPIRIT OF MOTORING IS HERE!

TALBOT

TAX FREE EXPORT Saloons and estates for
immediate delivery.

From 10% deposit and up to
48 months repayments.

Excellent prices paid, use
your own car until you take
delivery of your new one.

NAAFI FINANCE

PART EXCHANGE

AFTER SALES 12 months unlimited mileage
warranty plus the “extra care
policy” valid UK and Ger-
many, with over 600 Talbot
dealers and service agents in
Germany. Talbot represents
value for money in any lan-

guage.

For further information on the Talbot range post
coupon to:

RANGERS TALBOT MILITARY SALES
5A THE ARCADE, EARLS COURT RD, AMESBURY, WILTS.
TEL AMESBURY 23724 OR DURRINGTON WALLS 52246

MBME Ll e e il S o BB oo i s iise s
BOCIEEBE . vis. v i s me e o e s i o DR T
l Part exchange: model ...........c.c0ovvuunn. YOAF . .5
| mileage ool s ca i cololrds v Ihd O rhd O

I NEW VEHICLE RECIUHRED: .. o8 5osixme trrgiisnia s ik st SRS

h—_——_——————————_—

freie o doi,])
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; MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

Why haven't we printed
YOUR DESIGN on our
T-SHIRTS & SWEA‘I'SHIR‘I'S ?

stinks
* oOvur CO\O thoreZ:'g{{{zs!
“'\C\U & S‘Avg C:;‘m-‘nous.

S€ -
Embos . U.“'\es

Dee Gee guarantee to Create and Reproduce
your Own Design on to Superior Quality T-Shirts
& Sweatshirts with the same Care & Dedication
whether you Order a large or small quantity.

DEE GEE T-SHIRTS LTD, FREEPOST, 27 YARMOUTH ROAD, NORWICH NR?OBR
TEL: NORWICH (0603) 37734 (5Lines) TELEX:97467 DEE GEE G

I'Lo__ ST WRITE OR PHONE TODAY FOR A FR

POST, WRITE OR PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE
DEE GEE COLOUR BROCHURE & PRICE LIST. '

of
ufucton?

Wm’; an Alcfefjld A
EVMO”

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) I

CAPITAL LETTERS PLEASE I
SEEN DN NN GENE GEEN GEED GEEE IEEN BEEN N I S - -

Tel.No.
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A First Class Training For
Ex-Service Men & Women in

SERVICE
STATION
MANAGEMENT

Ambition is your most important qualification for running a busy, modern

Heron Service Station — because we give you all the training you need.

You should earn well over £4,000 p.a. and there are many fringe benefits

and excellent promotion opportunities in one of Britain's fastest growing

and most successful companies. .

In short, a great start to a tremendous future!

Apart from ambition, all you need are commonsense and determation

to succeed, but you must be aged between 21 and 45, have your own car

and a valid driving licence.

Heron already have 190 Service Stations on the South Coast, London, the Midlands
and North of England and over 100 more in these areas are at the planning stage.
Write or phone for an appointment, or further information, to Training Manager,
Heron Training Centre, Dept. S, 168/175 Shoreditch High Street,

London, E1 6HU. Tel: 01-729 2321

THE GREATEST NAME IN PETROL RETAILING
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Now’s your chance to own a brand new

VAUXHALL or OPEL

with Mendel’s export car-plan

OVERSEAS
POSTING?

* LOW DEPOSIT
* 4 YRS TO PAY offors, S ot
* TAX-FREE PRICES formance, economy,
* NATO DISCOUNT hangling and accam‘i
modation unrivalle
* PART EXCHANGE by any other car in its
* NAAFI AGENTS dass” =
r ]
* MAIN DEALERS Opel's new arrival. The new Kadett December ih, 1979
‘ VAUXHALL CHEVETTE - CAVALIER - CARLTON - ROYALE
Mendel OPEL KADETT - ASCONA - MANTA - REKORD
SENATOR/MONZA

PHONE OR WRITE FOR FULL DETAILS:

UK OFFICE: STAN BATEMAN, E. L. MENDEL LTD, 1013 FINCHLEY RD, LONDON NW11 7ES TEL: 01-455 8692
W. GERMANY: JOHN EVANS, E. L. MENDEL LTD, 4050 MONCHENGLADBACH 6, VORSTER STR 514 TEL: (02161) 55 93 93

FAR INTERESTED IN OPELMVEUXHALL . . ..o o oo e et i, . T T (MODEL) FOR EXPORT
RGP i ey e mas e g {COUNTRY) APPROX. DATE OF' OIS POSTING ... ... .. .. 0saianiatiies navsus i skt st S
BIARRE B EERRIC . [ o oh i i o s S s 5 e e 3 i M UNIT OR BT, . ol e vt S R T g S e DT A
L A I T B e ) PHONE .......... B LT WU EXT




- Fantastic

" FUND RAISERS "

RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR CLUB, CHARITY,
SOCIETY OR ORGANISATION.
WINDOW GAMES SELLING AT 5p, 10p & 20p

Instant profit - Instant payout No waiting.

Pontoon, Bandit, Lucky 7. Super Pontoan, Royal Pontoon, Golden
Pontoon, Beer, Dauble Hand Poker Tenner Bingo, Six Shot Bandit
Super Six Shot Bandit. Multi-Chance Bingo b Platinum Pontoon

Gross Profits from £ 27.50 10 £350.00 per set

All sets of tickets are guaranteed and are the most successful
fund raisers of therr type in the UK

= %'

Football cards
Card

« | Casino Banker

F:36 per s‘et

PHONE OR WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE, AND SAMPLES ETC TO. .
nr. y ,—.7?. ,t -‘\ ‘D ,
TS T EN TS |

5-7 NEW YORK ROAD. LEEDS LS2 7PL. TEL LEEDS (0532) 34230 TELEX 557220
ANSWERING SERVICE WHEN CLOSED - LEEDS (0532) 706821

UK ATOMIC ENERGY
AUTHORITY CONSTABULARY

We have vacancies for

CONSTABLES

at Atomic Energy Authority and
British Nuclear Fuels Ltd.
establishments in England &
Scotland

Age normally: 19 to 35 years*
Minimum height 5" 7" (men)
54" (women)

Pay £3882-£6147 (+7%
non-pensionable addition for
superannuation)

Contributory Superannuation
Scheme

Free Housing or Rent Allowance
40 Hour week

Opportunity for Overtime

Good promotion prospects

. *(applicants over this age with
recent service in HM Forces may
be accepted at the Chief
Constable’s discretion)

For further information write to:
The Chief Constable
UKAEA Constabulary
Building C51T
AEE, Winfrith, Dorchester
Dorset DT2 8DH

THIS SPACIOUS well arranged museum
tells the story of military engineers in the
British Army from the time of William the
Conqueror and the construction of the Tower
of London’s White Tower down through the
years to the present day. It shows some of
their achievements in war and peace and the
Roval Engineers motto ‘Ubique’, or ‘Every-
where’, is well reflected in the variety of items
displayed.

A room dealing with the early history of
the corps leads to a tableau showing two
uniformed soldiers of the Royal Military
Artificers working on the first tunnel in Gib-
raltar (1782). Further on are a number of
reminders of the Napoleonic wars: a Sapper
officer’s notebook outlining the repairs made
to a demolished bridge in the Peninsular
War, the establishment in 1812 of the Royal
Muilitary School of Engineering and a particu-
larly interesting map of Waterloo made by
Sappers and showing pencil markings put in
by the Duke of Wellington.

A model of the first standard pontoon
bridging equipment developed inthe 1830°sis
one of the more remarkable exhibits from the
period 1815-54, the years of the peace when
the Royal Engineers and the Royal Sappers
and Miners were employed world-wide in
developing the Empire.

From the Crimea there are reminders of
the first use of the electric telegraph on active
service and there is also a selection of
artificers’ tools, among them a Russian adze.
Relics from the Abyssinian campaign include
the first examples of visual signalling — two
signalling flags and a pair of signalling lamps.
Here too can be seen evidence of the first use
of photography to reproduce field sketches.

Another first in the museum is the stereo-
plotter of 1908, an ingenious piece of equip-
ment enabling map contours to be plotted
from stereo photographs. Souvenirs dealing
with railway construction by the first sapper
unit specially formed to operate steam trans-
port, can be studied in the Boer War case
before moving on to the two World Wars.

A German field telephone, a British
exploder used in demolition work, plans and
notes connected with the RE Tunnelling
Company and a display concentrating on the
Royal Engineers Special Brigade set up to
combat chemical and gas warfare, are among
many World War One items. Bomb disposal
equipment, the original instruction from the
Records Office forming the first bomb dis-
posal unit and two Bailey Bridge prototype
panels are among a varied collection of
World War Two exhibits.

Of many reminders of RE service in India
one in particular fires the imagination, a care-
fully preserved piece of wood from the
Kashmir Gate, Delhi, blown in by the
Sappers in September 1857. Among a whole

series of ornaments is a model of the Crown of
Thorns made for Coventry Cathedral — the
original was the work of artificers in Bromp-
ton Barracks. Other exhibits deal with terror-
ist activities in Malaya, Borneo, Aden,
Cyprus and Northern Ireland and there are
also reminders of the fighting in Korea and
Suez.

The museum has a remarkable collection
of medals. There are more than 800 groups
and 18 Victoria Crosses of which only a
proportion are on show at any one time.

Upstairs a gallery of exhibits illustrates the
maritime activities of the Sappers. There is
the glistening 20-knot guided Brennan tor-
pedo (above) developed in 1870, relics
brought up by divers from the wreck of the
Roval George and a detailed relief map of the
Mulberry Harbour complex erected by Royal
Engineers on the Normandy coast on 23
September 1944.

Finally there is the Gordon and Kitchener
room commemorating the corps’ two most
famous sons. Major-General Charles Gor-
don’s colourful career is well brought out by
the display of Mandarin’s robes presented to
him by a grateful Chinese government while
relics from Khartoum include a jade talisman
and Gordon’s last letter from which it is clear
that he realised the end was near. The Kitch-
ener exhibits recall his surveys of Palestine
and Cyprus in the 1870s through to his
appointment as Secretary of State for War in
1914 while the centre page of The Times of 7
June 1916 is entirely devoted to his death and
career.

John Jesse
Curator: Lieut-Col C T P Holland (Retd)
Address: Royal Engineers Museum %
Brompton Barracks
Chatham
Kent
Telephone:  Medway 44555 ext 312
Open: Monday to Friday 0930 to 1230
and 1400 to 1600
Closed: Saturday, Sunday and public
holidays
Entrance: Free
To get there: Train from Victoria to Chatham or
Gillingham
For sale: Postcards and souvenirs

Next month: Duke of York’s Royal Military School
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In the depths of the German
pinewoods lies hidden . . .

FOREST
FIREPOWER

A VAST TRACT of forested land in Ger-
many is home to a few hundred men, a herd
of boar, two herds of deer . . . and tens of
thousands of tons of ammunition destined for
the guns and tanks of Rhine Army.

This all goes to make up a unique Royal
Army Ordnance Corps unit, 3 Base
Ammunition Depot, which is the largest
ammunition depot in Rhine Army holding a
major proportion of the ammunition for units
stationed there.

The depot itself sprawls over some 4,000
acres of real estate and has a perimeter fence
(patrolled day and night) more than 14 miles
long. ¢

Inside the fence the extensive conifer
woodland remains relatively undisturbed
providing an ideal habitat for the wild boar
and deer that roam its acres. Some say they
have also seen a golden eagle flying there.

Between the wooded areas, the clearings
are filled with the depot’s stock in trade —
ammunition of all shapes and sizes, stored in
special buildings protected on three sides by

Top: Testing the depth of a shell’s fuze hole.
Left: Primary fuses for Chieftain shells.



high earth banks (safety traverses).

About 70 miles of roadway — some
metalled and some levelled from the sandy
soil — criss-cross the depot storage areas. For
the ammunition is not just tucked away in its
sheds and left. It is constantly on the move,
not only arriving and leaving, but also for
maintenance and inspection.

There is even a seven mile railway which
runs through three sidings in the depot and
links with the state-run Deutsche Bundes-
bahn system. The Klein Bahn — little rail-
way — is privately owned and the locomo-
tives used by 3 BAD on its track come from
the Royal Corps of Transport’s 79 Railway
Squadron nearby — another unique unit
being the only Regular railway squadron in
the British Army.

The job of the depot is to receive, store and
issue ammunition to Rhine Army units. Buta
large proportion of the working time is taken
up with the inspection, repair and disposal of
ammunition.

It is this that makes the depot’s ‘stock in
trade’ a highly labour intensive commodity
and even in peacetime there is plenty for the

Below: Going, going, gone! A controlled explosion
gets rid of old material no longer safe to use.

270 or so soldiers and some 400 civilians to
do. Most are clerks, storemen and drivers
with only a small proportion — about a
couple of dozen — actually ammunition
technicians.

Two of these, naturally enough, are the
Commandant, Colonel Bill Musson GM and
his deputy, who is also the Chief Ammuni-
tion Technical Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel
Bill Manuel. 3

With ammunition always on the move,
manpower, resources, time and space are all
at a premium and the depot has its own
management services department to plan and
monitor the operations.

For it is not just a question of storing the
ammunition in the next empty shed. Some
types of ammunition are incompatible and
have to be carefully segregated according to
their different ‘natures’. The whole business
is regulated, not just by the United King-
dom’s own stringent rules, but by United
Nations regulations which govern the world
of such substances. 7

Then there is the repair and maintenance
of ammunition. Carefully looked after,
ammunition can last for ages and still fire as
accurately as when it was made. But it is still

subject to the ravages of time. So shell casings
have to be sand-blasted of rust, repainted and
marked, fuzes must be checked electroni-
cally and propellants tested for effectiveness.
Inevitably some explosives ‘go off” like other
stored commodities and then they have to
be destroyed by means of carefully con-
trolled explosions.

Naturally, the very best accommodation is
needed for such sensitive and vital military
material and an extensive rebuilding pro-
gramme of the 3 BAD storage sheds is well
under way. Nearly three quarters of the 140
buildings are now purpose built explosive
store houses with thick concrete walls, thin
breakable roofs (to give way easily in the
event of accident) and sturdy metal doors.

These replace earlier, less effective build-
ings. Surprisingly, up until only nine years
ago, the depot was a field storage unit and, as
the name implies, ammunition was held in
very primitive open conditions, stacked
by the side of unmetalled tracks under
tarpaulins.

But in 1970 the unit was designated a per-
manent depot and authority was given for
permanent buildings to be constructed. In

continued on p 45
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the intervening years the building pro-
gramme has slowly advanced towards the
purpose-built storage now coming into use.

This coincides with the change to palletisa-
tion and the use of mechanical handling
equipment to ease and speed movement —
hence the need for drivers on the staff.

Situated near the little German village of
Bracht near the Dutch border and only a few
miles from the massive Rheindahlen Joint
Headquarters of Nato troops, 3 BAD is very
much a family unit. This is partly because a
large proportion of its tradesmen/soldiers are
married men themselves but also because it is
a relatively small unit in a self-contained
station.

The family spirit is fostered by participa-
tion in a vast array of sports and 3 BAD is
justifiably proud of its achievements in a
number of them. The Rhine Area Cham-
pionship is just one of the many trophies won
on the rugby field and it is a measure of the
unit’s dedication and expertise that the team
recently beat a Dutch national team — no
mean feat for what is officially a minor unit!

The history of 3 Base Ammunition Depot goes back to the Hampshire
countryside before World War Two when it was formed at Bramley in October
1939. It soon moved to France to join the British Expeditionary Forces. The unit
was evacuated from Le Havre in 1940 just before Dunkirk and reformed in
Bedfordshire.

In 1942 the depot donned desert garb to go to North Africa but returned after
the victory at El Alamein to prepare for the invasion of occupied Europe. On
D-Day plus ten (16 June 1944) the unit landed in Normandy and followed the
Allied advance across the Low Countries and Germany until October 1945
when it set down its roots in Liebenau just south of Bremen.

When the Iron Curtain descended and the depot’s lines of communication
changed from the ports of Hamburg and Bremen to the Channel Ports, the BAD
was moved to its present location in Bracht in 1952.

In 1965 the unit amalgamated with 6 Petroleum Depot, Royal Army Service
Corps to form 3 Base Ammunition and Petroleum Depot, a title it kept until a
year ago when the petroleum element was once more detached to go else-
where.

After some 27 years, the unit has become very much part of the local scene
and is proud of the fact that its good relationship with the local people was
formally recognised in 1963 (the 21st anniversary of its presence in Bracht) by’
the granting of the Freedom of Briiggen.

Soccer, hockey, squash . . . the list goes  they have entered.

The unit boasts the current Army golf
champion too, Corporal Ian Gray, who is also
the Dutch Open amateur champion as well as
Rhine Army Combined Services champion.

on. Even the unit’s anglers have hit the jack-
pot with the top trophy in the Rhine Army
Championships this year — the first time

It is all a healthy sign that at work as well as
play, 3 Base Ammunition Depot has its sights
set on winning.

5

Above: A new coat of paint for stored shells.
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Polo team finds

the pace hot
in Kenya

IN THE SHADOW of Mount Kenya in the
heart of equatorial Africa five officers from
Rhine Army spent a fortnight away from the
chilly plains of north Germany’s military
training areas . . . playing polo.

The ancient mounted sport, imported
from India by the British in the days of the
Raj, followed the settlers to Africa and now
has a firm following in Kenya where that
country’s Polo Association extended an invi-
tation to the Rhine Army-based players to
visit for a tournament.

The five players who came formed a rep-
resentative team and consisted of the Cap-

tain, Major Michael Vickery and Captain
Jonathan Cameron-Hayes, both of 14th/20th
Kings Hussars, Major Geoffrey Widdows
and Captain Michael Portman, both of
15th/19th Royal Hussars plus Captain Oliver
Larminie of Ist The Queen’s Dragoon
Guards. This provided a four-man team with
one reserve.

The team stayed with local hosts during
their fortnight’s stay — they-paid their own
way to get to Kenya and back — and played
polo during two weekends, one at Timau and
one at Nanyuki Sports Club on the plain
below the snow-capped Mount Kenya.

continued over




Above: The Army team (right) together with a
team of local opponents salute before the start.

Below: In polo the action can get tough as the
mallets flail against men and beasts for the ball,

i
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Local teams Manyatta, Kitale, Nairobi
and North Kenya soon showed they had the
measure of the Army visitors, but honour
was appeased during the second weekend’s
play in Nanyuki when the Rhine Army team
drew return games against both North Kenya
and Manyatta. However, Major Vickery and
his squad drew a veil of modesty over the
other scores against them!

Not a cheap sport, polo is limited to a
relatively small number of players among the
cavalry regiments of Rhine Army with some
50 officers and four soldiers involved. The
season runs from April to September.

Out of season time is taken up tending and
training the tough little ponies ridden on the
field of play — each player should have at
least two. The Rhine Army team in Kenya
could not bring their own mounts and relied
on borrowed ponies for their games there.

Major Vickery is keen that polo should
become more widely played and that more
soldiers should be given the opportunity to
take up what is an exciting and challenging
sport — a sort of hockey on horseback. He
said: “There have been fears of a decline in
polo recently. But in the last two years it has
held its own and is definitely becoming more
popular.

“l would hope that equitation could
become a recognised Army sport. This would
mean that more soldiers could take part with
the cash being made available to pay for
travel and so on”.

And travel there certainly is. For the team
has not only toured to Kenya but has played
in America too, as well as playing the circuit
of clubs in Germany in Berlin, Hamburg,
Hohne, Lippspringe, Diisseldorf and
Munich (Berlin, Hohne and Lippspringe are
all Army clubs).

The three units represented in the team
touring Kenya all have regimental teams as
do the Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars, the
Blues and Royals and the Royal Scots
Dragoon Guards.

Following the fulsome hospitality
extended to the Rhine Army team in Africa,
the Kenya Polo Association has been invited
to visit Germany next season — when
perhaps the Army team can reverse its for-
tunes on the pitch and clock up some wins
against the African experts.
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Above: Riding boots are tugged on and knee pads
strapped in place to face the rigours of a chukka.

Below: The grace and strength involved in the
game are shown in this study of an Army player.

Above: Men and mounts challenge for the
ball in a tense, high-speed confrontation.




Unfair vi

The letter from Mrs Grace Thurgood
(December) in which she stated that
there is “little or no cooperation”
between the Regular Army and the
Army Cadet Force is, I feel, a very
unfair and obviously personal opin-
ion. Whilst I concede that more
equipment is always helpful I cannot
possibly agree with her view on
Liaison.

This is surely reciprocal and can
only be achieved by joint efforts. Of
course the Regular Army will not
come begging. They have an impor-
tant and difficult job to do which has
not been easy over the years of con-
stant and increased cut-backs on
expenditure.

Personally I fiad Regular Army
units only too willing to assist with
cadet training. My own detachment
has recently been away for weekends
with The Queen’s Regiment and The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers and now
The Royal Green Jackets are trying to
fit in a weekend before they go to
America. The Royal Artillery at
Woolwich Depot are extremely help-
ful. Once contact has been established

these units cannot do enough to
please. The soldiers also get tremen-
dous pleasure from having been
members themselves,

The Regular Army now takes the
ACF very seriously as recruiting
potential, but from my experience it
would appear that individual detach-
ments do not try hard enough for help
from these very willing bodies. All
you are required to do, Mrs
Thurgood, is ask. — W Gault, 3
Ravenscroft Road, Beckenham,
Kent.

In SOLDIER-to-Soldier (January)
you ask why members of the TA do
not compete for the Army in represen-
tative sport. The bare rules laid down
by the Combined Services Sports
Board are that only officers and men
serving on a regular engagement are
eligible to play and members of the
Reserves and the TA are not eligible
to play even when called up for annual
training.

There are a number of reasons
behind these rules. First, the excel-

i etlers

lent facilities and free travel which we
enjoy for most of our sports are pro-
vided by the State for the Regular
Forces of the Crown. Second, equip-
ment and clothing provided from PRI
stores and Army welfare funds come
in the main from Naafi rebate and
extra rebate earned from the profit on
spending by Regulars. Third, any
Army standard player in the TA nor-
mally belongs to a civilian club who
have first call on him at weekends. In
mid-week, when many Army fixtures
take place, he is unlikely to get the
time off from his civilian job. Fourth,
if it were practical to include TA
members in Army teams the RN and
RAF would hardly agree to the Army
increasing its catchment area to the
extent of unbalancing the Inter-
Service competitions. In order to
include the UDR in Army Cup Com-
petitions we had to apply for special
legislation for the period of the cur-
rent emergency in Northern Ireland
and this specifically excluded the TA.

There is of course no objection to
TA members taking part in friendly
fixtures of unit teams and this hap-
pens today.

On the subject of orienteering, this
activity comes under the jurisdiction
of the Director of Army Training and
enjoys the advantages that go with this
classification. — Brigadier P D F
Thursby OBE, Director, Army
Sport Control Board, Ministry of
Defence, Clayton Barracks, Alder-
shot, Hants.

ell-ringers!

I agree entirely with the remarks of
'Mr Travers-Bogusz (January) regard-
ing the exaggerated arm swinging
which we see these days. Arms should
also be swung to the rear as well as to
the front, not stopping at the trousers
seam.

The present method probably
accounts for the tendency in some
rhythm-lacking people to attempt to
move their corresponding arms and
leap in the same direction. When I see
this ghastly sight, I curl up!

Let us have no more of this half
bell-ringer, half milkmaid action.
Follow the dictum of the Light Divi-
sion: ‘Do everything that is necessary
and nothing that is unnecessary.’ It is
smarter — and quicker. — P New-
march, Bargoed Mill, Drefach
Velindre, Llandyssul, Dyfed, S
Wales.

I am writing to say how much I
enjoyed reading the story ‘Joe and
Mary come to town’ in the December
issue.

It was a perfect ‘Story for q'u‘isl-
mas’, and after reading it many times |
found something fresh in it each time
to equate with the original story in the
Bible.

The author must have taken a lot of
trouble in order to be able tp write
such a meaningful and beautiful
story. Will you please pass on my
thanks and appreciation for such an
excellent story, which I also shared
with many of my friends. — Mrs
Nora McGuire, 64 Burnage Avenue,
Four Acre Estate, St Helens,
Merseyside.

Glad that you lhiked the story Mrs
McGuire. Your thanks have been passed
to the author — none other than our
feature writer, Mike Starke.
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National Service

Never in the history of the United
Kingdom, has the need for unity
through discipline been more impera-
tive than it is now.

Far too many people are aware of
rights and rules for personal gain, but
have little perception when obliga-
tions are presented to them. Whilst it
is true to say that the British never had
it so good, this is also philosophically
fallacious. It is also fallacious to argue
that since Jones receives alpha
remuneration, Jack should get
omega. No man is an island on this
Island, or anywhere else in a civilised
world. It is therefore essential that all
demands for a better distribution of
wealth should be governed by
national feeling and common cause,
leading to national progress.

Some two and a half thousand years
ago, Epictitos defined wealth, as
“whatever a man can with dignity do
without”. There is a popular demand
for more wealth and less dignity
amongst the British people, an
attitude which has destroyed many
nations and empires.

The wealth of the British Empire —
in spite of defects —. was not
measured in gold alone, but in the
right of its peoples to dignity. Itis on
this premise that World War Two was
contested.

I believe that a purposeful spirit
employed by discipline is Britain’s
only way to salvation and the best
school where this may be learmed is
the British Army. There is no more
time for experiments. It is time for
National Service. — L E Nicolaides,
63 Rowstock Gardens, Hungerford
Road, London N7 0BH.

No to APTC

The letters from a brigadier,
lieutenant-colonel and a captain
(December '79) seem too concerned
about Basic Fitness Tests for soldiers.
The Army Physical Training Corps is
probably unnecessary in our modern
Army.

. On enlistment today recruits
receive a thorough medical examina-
tion, The RAMC decides if a soldier
maintains fitness during training
which leaves no time for flamboyant
exercises in gymnasiums. Ordinary
physical training is sufficient and can
be supervised by NCOs of the
recruit’s or trained soldier’s unit. The
APTC only adds tp the lengthy ‘tail’ of
our armed forces.

During a turbulent existence our
Army has generally emerged with fly-
ing colours from tough campaigns
without thought, need or knowledge
of Basic Fitness Tests. Fortunately
for me, more than sixty-two years ago,
they had ‘ways of making recruits fit’.
My case is typical of those times. Hav-
ing surmounted the under age prob-
lem with a brother’s birth certificate,
my first examination proved me to be
below the seven stone minimum
weight. This was rectified next day
when, with a belly full of water, a pal
added a towel-wrapped brick to my
hands which were ostensibly support-
ing my shorts as I stood on the scales.
Physical training was conducted by
NCOs and were the only parades

~ where we did not wear those long

unhealthy puttees.
World War Two found me over age
for infantry and overseas service

which I overcame by giving a false
age. | was medically graded Al and
thus had the honour of performing
overseas active service despite never
having the benefits of APTC instruc-
tion or even a Basic Fitness Test. And
I still march at regimental reunions
and Armistice commemoration para-
des in perfect step with the youngest
and oldest veterans. — R Rimmer, 27
St George’s, Chester, CH1 3HG.

Stupid sign

I wonder how much damage to the
Army’s image is being done by the
idiotic retention of the sign ‘Rations.
No lifts’ to be seen on many vehicles at
home and abroad.

To me, it summons up the Great
North Road on a dark drizzly evening
with an impecunious National Ser-
viceman at the roadside in a soggy
shapeless greatcoat looking for a lift.
Private soldiers of the Eighties may
not all have cars, but their NCO col-
leagues will, I am sure, oblige them
with a lift if needed. — Major L FE
Fitzpatrick-Robertson, Woolwich
Garrison Officers’ Mess, Academy
Road, London SE18 4]].

Wartime firsts

Reading recently Famous Scots, by
William Weir Gilmour, an excellent
little book giving information on the
contribution made by Scots to human
progress in every field, I came across
the statement “In the 1914-18 War,
the first British regiment to go into
action was The London Scottish.” As
readers may know, The London Scot-
tish was the first Territorial Army
unit to go into action, but not the first
British unit. However, the statement
prompted me to do a little research on
what were the ‘firsts’ of World War
One.

As stated, The London Scottish
who, together with the Infantry Batta-
lion of the Honourable Artillery
Company, had landed in France in
September, 1914, was the first Ter-
ritorial Army unit to go into action.
This was on 31 October. Of the
Yeomanry Regiments, the Royal
Oxfordshire Hussars, who had landed
in France in mid-September, was the
first to go into action. The first Regu-
lar Army unit to meet the enemy was a
patrol of the 4th (Royal Irish)
Dragoon Guards, a corporal of that
unit having the distinction of firing
the first shot. This was early on the
morning of 23 August at Mons.
Before the day was out, five Victoria
Crosses had been won. Casualties I
have been unable to find out about,
but the first senior officer to die on
active service was Lt Gen Sir ] M
Grierson, who died of a heart attack in
a train in France on 17 August.

However, Mons was not the first
action in Europe in which British per-
sonnel were involved. A group of the
Legion of Frontiersmen from Lanca-
shire, Yorkshire and Derbyshire,
paid their own fares to Belgium, and
joined the 3rd Belgian Lancers. They
were fighting by 16 August. The Leg-
ion of Frontiersmen still exists, con-
sisting of a body of ex-Servicemen
who wish to continue voluntary
uniformed service for Queen and
Country. The Legion has large units

in Canada and New Zealand. The first
British Army unit to land in France
was 2nd Battalion The Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders.

Probably the first action by an
armoured car was on 16 September
1914, when an armoured car, com-
manded by Commander Sampson, of
the Royal Naval Air Service killed
four Uhlans and captured a fifth, near
Doullens, close to the Belgian fron-
tier.

The first man to fly into Germany
was Flt-Lieut C H Collet RFC, who
bombed the Zeppelin sheds at
Diisseldorf on 23 September.

Units of the Indian Army were in
action in France by the time of the
Battle of La Bassée. The first Indian
unit to land in France was the 129th
Duke of Connaught’s Own Baluchis
(later 4th Bn The Baluch Regiment).
An officer of this regiment was the
first Indian Army officer to be killed
in action, and Sepoy Knudadat Khan
of the regiment was the first member
of the Indian Army to be awarded the
Victoria Cross for bravery on the
night of 30/31 October. The first
Indian Army cavalry regiment to land
in France was the 20th Lancers, but
the first to go into action were the 2nd
Royal Lancers and the Poona Horse
(17th QVO’s Cavalry), whose proud
boast it was that up to 1939 they held
more battle honours than any other
cavalry regiment in the Common-
wealth.

The first tank ever to go into action
was a Mk 1 No DI of D Company,
Heavy Section, Machine Gun Corps
(later Royal Tank Regt), commanded
by Captain H W Mortimer, at 5.15am
on 14 September, 1916 near Delville
Wood.

This, then, is my record of ‘first’s’
for the 1914-18 War. Would any
reader like to expand on it? — lan
Hamilton, Commander RN, 8 Old
Hall Drive, Newton Stewart,
Wigtownshire

Rules, please

On occasions during the last ten years
I have heard mention of a motor
rally-cum-hillwalking exercise which
incorporates motoring between and
climbing Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and
Snowdon — respectively the three
highest mountains of Scotland, Eng-
land and Wales. I believe that the
bogey time is 48 hours, which,
depending on the start point, is not
VEry generous.

I have never met anyone who has
taken part or knows the ‘rules’ —
formally drawn up or established by
tradition. I would be very grateful if
any readers could shed light on this
challenging activity. — Major P J R
Mileham RTR, ‘C’ Company, Army
Apprentices College, Arborfield,
Berkshire.

Flagstaff House

While on a recent visit to my old
regiment in India, I had lunch with
the brigadier in Dalhousie. It may
interest your readers to know that his
official residence, Flagstaff House,
was in pre-war days the Sergeants’
Mess. 4

He is completing a history of the

building and would be very grateful
for any information and anecdotes
from your readers who were stationed
there. If they send them to me, I will
sec that they are fo .—Lt-Col
(Retd) J R L Roberts, 148 Ennerdale
Road, Richmond, Surrey.

WWOOFing

I wonder whether any SOLDIER
reader would be interested in spend-
ing some spare time in helping on an
organic farm?

WWOOF (Working Weekends on
Organic Farms) is a nationwide,
non-profit making organisation
whereby unskilled labour is
exchanged for bed and board on
organic farms, gardens and small
holdings and for the chance to gain
experience in organic methods of hor-
ticulture and agriculture. A bi-
monthly newsletter gives details of
places needing helpers on specific
weekends and of forthcoming educa-
tional courses, exhibitions and other
events and news in the organic move-
ment.

Members are expected to take with
them their own working clothes and
sleeping bags. Children can be

accommodated on some farms. After

successfully completing two
weekends, members may apply for
their own copy of the complete,
detailed list of WWOOF places and
make their own arrangements.

WWOOF is organised by a team
drawn from its own membership who
volunteer to carry out the specific jobs
as they occur. Social get-togethers are
held from time to time so that
members can meet one another and
discuss the running of WWOOF.

Many WWOOFers have found
WWOOF the doorway to a new life on
the land, gaining first education and
then the opportunity to change to a
rural career.

As at July 1979 WWOOF has
around 2000 members and 200 places
needing help. Further details and our
brochure and application form may be
obtained from WWOOF, 19 Brad-
ford Road, Lewes, Sussex — Richard
Hazell, 137 Camberwell Road,
London SES.

Much smarter |

I wish to dispute Captain Wakley’s
letter (January) in defence of khaki.
Please do not throw out the No 1 dress
hats. They look much smarter than
the beret.

The green uniform looked very
smart. So did the peaked caps. The
deep crowned peaked caps were popu-
lar and comfortable when the No 2
dress was introduced and, with all due

respect to the Light Infantry and

Fusiliers, looked much smarter with
the round flat peaked caps than side
hats or berets, It would be interesting

to learn other readers’ views. — P

Stevenson, 57 Prinley Park Cres-
cent, Alwoodley, Leeds LS17 THY.

Unit museum

The City of London Company of
5th Volunteer Battalion of The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers has an
unbroken history through its pre-
decessor units 8th and 9th Bns,
The Royal Fusiliers, 1st and 2nd

continued on page 53
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advertisement and we shall be pleased to quote our special terms.
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Bns, The London Regiment, Ist
and 2nd Volunteer Bns of The Royal
Fusiliers and 19th and 46th Mid-
dlesex Rifle Volunteer Corps — right
back to 1859 when the earliest unit
was raised by Thomas Hughes, the
author of Tom Brown’s Schooldays.

To record this history, a unit
museum is now being formed and I
would like, through your columns, to
appeal to your readers for any relevant
material which they might be willing
to lend, donate or possibly sell to the
unit. Any item no matter how small
would be gratefully received. I can be
contacted through the unit at the
above address if anyone can help. —
Sgt ] M J Mills, Fusilier House, 213
Balham High Road, London SW17
7BQ.

Malabar Bar

I do not know at what period reader A
H Dall (Letters, December) was
engaged in the Moplah Rebellion but
his comments are, to quote him,
extremely sketchy.

So far as I can ascertain the distur-
bance started at a place called Calicut
in the area of Goa, which necessitated
military intervention. At the time,
1921, I was stationed at Cornwallis
Barracks, Bangalore, serving in a
famous cavalry regiment, The
Queen’s Bays.

A fully equipped mounted squad-
ron of my regiment was sent to the
area together with details of the 67th
Battery Royal Field Artillery and the
2nd Battalion The Dorsetshire Regi-
ment from Baird Barracks, Banga-
lore. The Irish Regiment referred to

~ was The Leinster Regiment, dis-
~ banded 1922.

; As the subject in question is enti-
tlement to the Malabar Bar, I would
like to mention that Indian contrac-
tors who accompanied their respec-
tive regiments were entitled to and
awarded the Bar. I have seen an
Imperial General Service Medal,
awarded to the contractor of my regi-
ment, with the 1921-22 Bar, but in all
these years I have never seen or heard
.of one awarded to personnel of ‘B’
Squadron of my regiment. As there
could only have been about 100
‘awarded they must be extremely rare.
— A C Tebbutt, 33 Creffield Road,
Ealing, London W5 3RR.

Landguard Fort

I am at present engaged on research
into Landguard Fort, Felixstowe,
Suffolk, with a view to possibly pro-
ducing a book about it. The Felix-
stowe History Society, of which Iam a
member, is also having discussions
with the Department of the Environ-
ment about the possibility of our
society carrying out renovation work
on the fort and, in future, opening it
to the public. I should like to hear
from any old soldiers who were ever
stationed at Landguard Fort. — D A
Wood, 126 Hervey Street, Ipswich,
Suffolk.

Beachley OB’s

'] would like to assure Captain
‘Chalmers (January) that even if
OLDIER did overlook the presence
0 REME at AAC Chepsmw, this is
certainly not the case in respect of the
‘Beachley Old Boys Association.
The large and very faithful contin-
gent of distinguished members and

ex-members of his corps which
arrives here annually for the BOBA
Reunion gives us a constant and
happy reminder of the contribution
that REME has made to the past his-
tory and present status of the college.
This fact has been recognised by invit-
ing the DME to be our guest of
honour and having the REME Band
to play for us on two occasions in
recent years.

If Captain Chalmers will come and
join us for the 1980 Reunion from 26
to 28 September, he will see in the
Apprentices Dining Hall a long
decorative panel bearing the shields of
all corps and regiments of the Army
with apprentices trained at Chepstow,
together with the years during which
they received their training.

This list does not include the
apprentices trained for the Burmese
and Nigerian armies after the War,
nor the many others who served in a
variety of other units such as the
Glider Pilot Regiment during the war.

In answer to Captain Chalmers’
final query, marine engineers for the
RCT Fleet receive their initial train-
ing as marine fitters at Chepstow. —
Lt-Col (Retd) S G Townsend, Vice
President Beachley Old Boys’
Association, Army Apprentices Col-
lege, Chepstow, Gwent NP6 7YG.

Boer Medals

1 write to ask if any SOLDIER
readers have in their possession any
medals inscribed to Cambridge Uni-
versity Rifle Volunteers for their part
in the Boer War. Cambridge Univer-
sity Officers Training Corps are hop-
ing to purchase any such medals for
our corps’ collection. Also, have read-
ers any cap badges worn throughout
our history up to World War Two?
Finally, are there any ex-Cambridge
graduates who would like to donate

T Kingsley-Curry, 13 The Keep,
Blackheath, London SE3.— Has
started to collect Indian Army
(pre-1947) insignia of all kinds. Would
be interested to hear from anyone who
has such items for sale or swap, together
with reference works, books, leaflets,
photographs, plates etc, on the subject
(good photocopies gladly accepted).

SFC M H Johnson, Btry A, 2 Bn, 56th
ADA, APO 09095, US Forces,
Europe.— Wanis Near East and Afri-
can airborne qualification badges. Also
collects NATO HQ Command badges
for the following commands: FIUE
ATAF, UKAIR, Military Commitiee
Nato, Program Training Center,
Stanau Forlant, Stanauforchan, and
Marairmed. Also collects Canadian and
Scottish Cap badges, USMC and Royal
Marine insignia.

Simon Walls (aged 12), 10 Glenavie
Park, Jordanstown, Newtownabbey,
Co Antrim, N1.— Young collector of
“cloth’ shoulder titles of the British Army
seeks cloth shoulder titles for purchase at
reasonable price.

D M Whitecross, 179 Wyoming Ave,
Berario, 2195 Johannesburg, South
Africa.— Wants HLI/Glasgow High-
landers 1947-1958 Balmoral Bonnet or
Lowland Regimental Kilmarnock Bon-
net complete with badgelhackle. Will

medals or badges to the University
Officers Training Corps. This would
be very much appreciated. —
Officer-Cadet Glenn K Worridge,
Royal Signals Wing CUOTC, 1
Montgomery Road, Cambridge,
CB4 2EQ.

Derby quest

1 emigrated from Derby to Ontario in
1959 and have returned a few times
since to visit relatives and friends.
However, my attemplts to trace a par-
ticular friend with whom I grew up
have met only dead ends, and since his
father was in the Army I wonder
whether any SOLDIER readers
might be able to help me.

My friend’s name was Nicholas
Brown and he lived at 42 Chatsworth
Street in Derby. His father was a
sergeant. If any of your readers recog-
nise his name and have any clues to
the whereabouts of either father or
son, I should much appreciate hearing
from them. — David Quinn, Box
1349, Kincardine, Ontario, Canada.

How observant
are you?

(see page 23)
The two pictures vary in the following
respects: 1 Left point of waitress’s collar,
2 Tail of dead mouse, 3 Fingers of chef’s
left hand, 4D’ of ‘Drivers’, 5 Front foot
of running toad, 6 Cat’s whiskers, 7 Sol-
dier’s left heel, 8 Soldier's tie, 9 Wail-
ress’s elbow (below tray), 10 Chef’s left
sleeve.

Competition

Plenty of our readers have a flair for
anagrams judging by the large
response to our November competi-
tion (256) ‘Cracking the Code’. There
were even complaints that it was too
easy although some entrants still got it

Collector’s Corner

exchange 1922 disbanded Irish Regt
badges.

Capt F Whittle, 4 Darnford Close,
Parkside, Stafford.— Collector of
British Army cap badges wishes to con-
tact same with a view to exchanging
badges and tinformation.

M Fogarty, 2 Stuart House, King St,
Droylsden, M35 6DW.—Wishes to
buy badges and other items of the Irish
regiments. Regrets nothing available for
exchange because of paucity of collec-
ton.

F A ] Wright, RR2, Knowlton PQ,
Canada, JOE 1VO.— Wants RAF
Ferry/Transport Police items (WBCs)
badges, brassards Sweetheart Wings —
RAF Ferry Command Cap badges (air
and ground crew). Has medals, obsolete
police pocket badges, formation flashes
etc for trade. UK Collectors — £1 com-
mon badge for complete list (US$1.00).
Specify your trades please in reply.
Peter de Greiff, Am Kiesberg 3, 2351
Rickling, West Germany.— Wanis
para wings (all acc to numbers of the
book ‘ Parachute Badges and Insignia of
the World’ by Bragg and Turner) 1,2, S,
7,8, 9, 31,32, 33, 34, 38, 81, 109,
283, 284, 291, 449, 503, 523, 528,
529, 530. Offers in exchange all West
German current Army and Anny para
insignia.

S T Peterson, Dalen No -2, DK-4130,

wrong! Bond’s vital message was
AIRBORNE INVASION AT
DAWN TUESDAY and the winners
were:

1 CiSgt D Irving-fames, 2 Bn
Queen’s Rgt, Hyderabad Barracks,
Colchester, Essex.

2 Mr G Maynard, 45 Barfield
Road, Thatcham, Newbury, Berks.
3 Cpl P F Sinclair, Junior Leaders
Regt RE, Old Park Barracks,
Dover, Kent.

4 Brigadier § D G Pank, HQ
Paderborn Garrison, BFPO 16.

S Major P D Whittle, 47 (Middx
Yeomanry) Sig Sgn, TAVR Centre,
Elmgrove Road, Harrow, Middx.

6 Miss W ¥ Parker-Wade, 3 River-
view Way, Cheltenham, Glos.

7 Capt F ¥ MacDougall, Accommo-
dation Services Umit RAOC, NI
(East), BFPO 801.

8 Mr G Smith, 1 Barbour Road,
Harucliffe, Bristol, BS13 OPW.

Reunions

RAMC/RADC WOs & Sgts past and
present dinner club. The 1980 Din-
ner is to be held on Saturday 19 April
1980 at the Royal Officers Club,
Aldershot. Further details available
from: RSM, RAMC Trg Centre,
Keogh Bks, Ash Vale, Aldershot,
Hants, GU11 5RQ.

The Annual Reunion of the Fiddlers
Club will be held, with kind permis-
sion of the Commandant, The Royal
School of Artillery, Larkhill, on 1/2
August 1980. All pre-war trumpeters,
are invited to attend. Further details
from Major ] ] Dobbs, c/o SOLDIER
Magazine, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants.

Viby-S], Denmark.— Needs follow-
ing for collection of worldwide artillery
badges and emblems: Imperial Russian
artillery badges, particularly helmet
plates etc. Any old worldwide artillery
badges and helmet plates etc. Has
Danish and other cap badges and some
Danish Medical Corps armbands from
1914 and before.

Jurgen Balke, 3050 Wunstorf/
Hannover, Asternweg 44, West Ger-
many.— Seeks British Army vehicles
1:100/HO scale and 1s searching for
models. In exchange can give Bundes-
wehr models in same scale. Would also
ltke to know where he can buy such
models or contact others with similar
interest. '
E McAllister, 26 Fir Tree Rise,
Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 9HS.—
Wishes to purchase blue diamond with *
red VP formation sign, blue diamond
with red TC formation sign, CMP .
printed in black on red ntle, CMP on
khaki shpover titles, any medals named
to military policemen.

R ] Russell, 1425 Slater Place, Vic-
toria BC, Canada, V8P 3R2.— Collec-
tor of British and Commonwealth cap
badges and cap badges of the Canadian
Expeditionary Force 1914-1919. Has
many British and Commonwealth cap
badges (all genuine and some scarce) for
exchange. — Wanis spares list sent on

request. ;
g



Leaving

the Forces?

tyoureied
months, you'll be looking for a job that will take you a fong
way up Civvy Street.

Ford at Dagenham has a great future to offer you. Ford
money is money worth earning. With what you've learned
in the service it could be yours for the making.

There are normally vacancies for Skilled Men, Security
Guards, Firemen and Production Workers. In addition to big
Ford money, there's the big Ford benefits package —
including Ford's Special Car Purchase Plan.

So if your time’s nearly up and you're stepping out into
Civvy Street, make your first step by writing, giving brief

details of your experience and type of work that
interests you, to the Employment Manager,
(6/1205), Ford Motor Company Limited,
New Road, Dagenham, Essex.

Your services
experience could
take you a long way
up Civvy Street
- with Ford Dagenham

54
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REMEMBER — WHEN YOU LEAVE THE SERVICE

a change of career
doesn’t have to mean
a change of heart

Why discard those values and standards
which properly brought you the satisfac-
tion and status you deserved through
service In HM. Forces? Come to the
county where your past is respected and
your future assured.

There are vacancies for police officers in
the university city of Cambridge, indus-
trial Peterborough, rural Huntingdon and
the fenland of the Isle of Ely. Settle your
family in one of our free modern houses
or buy your own with the aid of a tax-
free rent allowance. We cannot offer the
bait of an overseas appointment, but we
do guarantee an interesting and challeng-
ing career with plenty of job satisfaction.
Starting salary of £4,086 under age of 22
years on appointment £4,881 at 22 years
or above on appointment.

Join us and we will offer you a great future with just enough of
your past to make you feel at home.

if you are 18} - 40 years, of British Nationality and 172 cms tall

(162 ems for women), then contact:-

our own design on top quality Sweat Shirts, V neck Sweat Shirts
T’ Shirts, V'neck T Shirts, Hooded Sweat Shirts Track Suits. and

Sports Shirts. Ideal for club, college, regiment, pub, team etc.
» ONLY 10 GARMENT MINIMUM ORDER FREE BROCHURE:—

» NO CHARGE FOR ARTWORK OR SCREENS. @ g,m

* DIRECT SCREEN PRINTING-NOT TRANSFERS.

+ UP TO 6 COLOUR PRINTING. o ik

* ALL SHIRT SIZES & COLOURS AVAILABLE. INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, oA
: e HONITON -

« FAST SERVICE - APPROX 2 WEEKS. ' Ly

Tel: HONITON (0404) uuu

DEVON,
* MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
 _—

Inspector R.F.N. Rayner,
The Recruiting Officer,
Cambridge Constabulary,
Hinchingbrooke Park,
Huntingdon, PE18 8NP.

Tel: Huntingdon 5611,
ext. 332

Please send me further details of how |
can become a constable in the Cam-
bridgeshire Constabulary.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE POLICE

A

GREAT TEAM
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Above the head

“Head-Dress Badges of the British Army
—Vol2’ (Arthur L Kipling and Hugh L
King)

With the first volume, still available at
£25, this completes a survey of head-
dress badges from the 18th century by
covering the period from World War
One to now. With its 1200 illustra-
tions, it is claimed to be ‘comprehen-
sive’ and at its price it ought to be.
Besides the expected, it includes
school cadet contingent badges, the
Home Guard (including a squadron
formed in 1940 of Americans living in
London) and officers’ training corps’.
There is a section on (Oh, horror!)
plastic badges made when metal was
scarce in World War Two.

For the collectors'this appears to be
a thorough and easy-to-use reference
book. For dippers-in there is a good
deal that is interesting. This reviewer
having worn that badge familiarly
described as, ‘A pansy resting on its
laurels’, was pleased to find it is offi-
cially, ‘A rose ensigned with the
Imperial crown within two branches
of laurel’.

The authors issue a stern warning
to collectors to beware of ‘restrikes’
and speak slightingly of reproduc-
tions from the Middle and Far East.
Any old soldier . who bought a
locally-made badge in Cairo or Cal-
cutta and wore it at Alamein or
Kohima might want to argue that it is
worthier of preservation than a
‘genuine’ article from Birmingham
that never heard a shot fired in anger.
Frederick Muller, Victoria Works,
Edgware Road, London NW2 6LE,
£22.50 RLE

Striking detail

‘US 2nd Armoured Division 194045’
(Philip Katcher) ‘Sturmartillerie and
Panzerjager’ (Bryan Perreit)

Numbers 11 and 12 in the Osprey
Vanguard series describing units and
weapons systems for the benefit of
enthusiasts and modellers, these
books contain much detail of equip-
ment and uniforms and are well illus-
trated in both colour and black and

The American 2nd Armoured
Division was formed in July 1940 and
had the redoubtable George S Patton
Jrasits commander from late that year
until early 1942. [t saw battle in North
Africa, Sicily and North West
Europe.

Sturmartillerie and Panzerjiger
were self-propelled guns, respectively
assault artillery and tank destroyers.
The author estimates that the former
alone destroyed 30,000 tanks.
‘Father’ of assault artillery in the
German army was General Erich von
Manstein and that doughty exponent
of the armoured Blitzkrieg, Guderian,
sponsored the tank destroyers.
Osprey, 12-14 Long Acre, London
WC2E 9LP RLE

Tortuous tale

‘North American FALs" (R Blake
Stevens)

FAL stands for Fusil Automatique
Léger, or light automatic rifle. Mr
Stevens sub-titles his book, ‘Nato’s
search for a standard rifle’ and it
explains among other things how in
the 1950s, Britain came to adopt a
Belgian rifle with an American
cartridge as its L1Al.

The tortuous tale of this weapon
begins in Belgium in the 1930’s. Its
early design was spirited away from
the advancing Germans in 1940 and
its designers had to mark time in a
Britain which was too busy to worry
about it. Mr Stevens gives a good deal
of technical detail with more than 200
pictures. The book is to be succeeded
by ‘UK and Commonwealth FALSs'
and still a third FAL book is planned.
All very much for the enthusiast.
Collector Grade Publications, PO Box
250, Sm E, Toronto M6H 4E2,
Canada, $20 RLE
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Napoleon’s era

1. ‘Weapons and Equipment of the
Napoleonic Wars’ (Philip § Hay-

thornthwaite); 2. ‘Armies of the
Napoleonic Era’ (Otto von Pivka)
While Napoleon was on St Helena, an

author suggested he had never existed

at all but was a composite image for
the deeds of many generals, his name

a cant term for the ‘good part’ of the
French army.

Mr Haythornthwaite quotes this as
an extreme example of the kind of
source an historian must avoid. He
then goes on to pick his way between
discrepancies in contemporary
sources to produce an enjoyable,
pleasantly-illustrated and rather
generalised description of the armies
of Napoleon’s time. He gives details
of weapons and tactics, organisation
and supplies, conditions, uniforms
and equipment. He also tacks on a
glossary, handy for when reading less
considerate authors. Did you know
that French troops called British ones
‘Goddams’, for the obvious reason,
and had done so since the Hundred
Years War? And that British troops
called French ones crapauds, which a
French dictionary describes as small
amphibians (perhaps the ones drink-
ers get as tight as).

Mr von Pivka is much more of a
collectors’ author than a readers’. He,
too, has chapters on weapons and
equipment and they are full of facts
such as weights and lengths and
angles and ranges and recipes for
fire-bomb fillings and rocket propul-
sion charges. More than two-thirds of
his book is devoted to regiments, and
especially their uniforms and badges,
not only of the big nations but of such
forgotten states as the Kingdom of the
Two Sicilies and the Duchy of
Oldenburg.

1. Blandford Press, Link House, West
St, Poole, Dorset, £8.95; 2. Dawid and
Charles, Newton Abbot, Devon,
£7.50 RLE

Desperate days

‘Desperate Fourney’ (Francis Clifford)
Francis Clifford, successful novelist,
was known in war-time Burma by his
real name, Captain Arthur Bell
Thompson of the 1st Burma Rifles,
who had been in the rice trade before
the war. Early in 1942 he was in com-
mand of a party of Karens and fought
a desperate delaying action which,
according to the citation for the DSO
he was awarded, ‘saved the Chinese
and British armies in Burma from
encirclement’.

The desperate journey started after
that, but before Captain Thompson
and his men could recover from two
months of fighting. Cut off, they set
out 150 strong to rejoin the British
Army in India. It took four months
during which they covered about a
thousand miles through enemy-held
territory. Only 12 of them completed

the trip, but many of the Burmese
were sent off to look after their
families.

The marchers endured all the hard-
ships of Burma with none of the
amenities to which Britons were nor-
mally accustomed. They were cut off,
as Ronald Lewin says in an introduc-
tion, from the ‘system’ through which
comes supplies, medical attention and
the rest and which, however ram-
shackle, is tremendous for morale.

They lived largely off the country-
side and survived partly owing to the
hospitality of the Karen and Kachin
tribesmen in whose villages they
stayed, and to the loyalty of the Karen
soldiers in the party. They did at one
time enjoy the luxury of a team of
mules, but the muleteers desgrted
with their animals and food supplies.
They rested their feet for four days by
rafting down a river. The author, sick
with fever, boils and other ailments,
was so weak that he crawled for one
five-mile stage. They crossed the bor-
der into China but cheered when they
got back into Burma. “I did not like
the idea of dying in China,” said one
of them.

This is one of the great tales of
endurance and determination to come
out of World War Two. Captain
Thompson's ordeal affected his health
permanently. He was invalided back
to Britain and wrote this account of
the march from his diary two years
later. He died in 1975.

Hodder and Sioughton, 47 Bedford
Square, London WCIB 3DP,
£5.50 RLE

Ypres revisited

“The Ypres Salient’ (John Giles)
The Ypres Salient was a feature of the
British line in Flanders throughout
the World War One stalemate in
Flanders, and 200,000 Common-
wealth soldiers — 160,000 of them
from Britain — are buried there.
Mr Giles produced this book,
including ‘then and now’ pictures, in
1970 and has now up-dated it. He has
found changes in those nine years,
particularly in the roads as the ‘pavé’
vanishes. A motorway, he reports, is
being carved across the old battle-
fields north of the Menin Road. The
pictures of the graves retain their
poignancy, and aerial shots of the seas
of muddy shell-holes make one won-
der again how survived fighting
there. v
Picardy, 11-13 Knightsbridge Green,
London SWIX 7QL, £8.50 RLE




Subiject to error

‘Britain’s Intelligence Service’ (Lauran
Paine)

The Blunt case and the continuing
stream of revelations about the
Enigma code-breaking operation give
topicality to the subject of this book.
However, it is not a source of further
revelations but a popular survey of the
intelligence scene from the Spanish
Armada onwards. It is very readable,
but its accuracy must be suspect — in
this one sentence it makes two blat-
ant, easily-checked errors: ‘At this
time Wavell’s successor in Africa,
British Lieutenant-General Mont-
gomery was poised with his Eighth
Army to press a vigorous attack, and
General Rommel, recently returned
from sick leave in Germany, was pre-
pared to resist.’ Montgomery was
not Wavell’s successor and Rommel
was not recalled from sick-leave until
after the assault was launched at

Alamein.

Robert Hale, Clerkenwell House,
Clerkenwell Green, London ECIR
OHT, £6.50 RLE

In the pink

“Tank and AFV Crew Uniforms since
1916° (Martin Windrow)

Mr Windrow says he wrote this book
because he needed it on his own refer-
ence shelves, and he sees its potential
readers as scale modellers of
armoured vehicles, all of which
should be a good enough recommen-
dation to interested parties.
Armoured vehicle crews as a group
must be among the most drably-
dressed soldiers in all armies, but
Gerry Embleton’s colour illustrations
show the colonello of an Italian tank
regiment in Lybia in 1942 fetchingly
attired in a ‘slightly pink shade of
sandy drill' — pink being widely re-
cognised as an excellent desert camou-
flage colour. Few others in the 120
black and white and 52 coloured
illustrations look so smart, but most
of them look pretty businesslike.
Patrick Stephens, Bar Hill, Cambridge

. CB3 EL, £5.50 casebound, £3.95

softbound RLE

Leyte Gulf

‘The Baule of Leyte Gulf (Adrian
Stewart)

This last great battle of the Pacific
war, in October 1944, was gigantic in
scale and varied in action, with sub-
marines and kamikaze aircraft,
carrier-borne aircraft and naval guns
up to 18.1 inches all taking part. For
the Japanese, loss of the Phillipines
would be vital and their plan was to
concentrate naval forces to wipe out
the American surface fleet supporting
a landing, and then the landing force.
It was the Japanese, however, who
were beaten, and thereafter their navy
was incapable of fighting another
full-scale action. This readable and
analytical study is, say the publishers,
the first full-length account of the
battle by a British author.

Robert Hale, Clerkenwell House,
Clerkenwell Green, London ECIR
OHT, £6.50 RLE

Civil games

- “The Campaign of Naseby 1645’; “The

Campaign of Leipzig 1813 (both by
Stewart A. Asquith and Peter Gilder)

The first two of an Osprey Wargames
series by and for wargamers. Each
consists of a concise study of the cam-
paign with notes on the commanders
involved, weapons, tactics, organisa-
tion and other relevant factors and
there are useful pictures and plans.
Each book has a centre section of
colour photographs of battle-scenes
set up with models and an ‘aerial view’
of the main battle showing the lie of
the land and troop dispositions.
‘Naseby’ has a section on wargaming
the campaign which starts by declar-
ing that the English Civil War is par-
ticularly suitable for war-gaming
because the limited range of weapons
and desire to get to within ‘a push of
the pike’ make the confines of a war-
games table less of a restriction than
they are for most periods. Brightly
and succinctly presented, these tab-
loid histories are attractive even to the
non-wargamer.

Osprey, 12-14 Long Acre, London WC2
9LP, £2.50 each RLE

A Suldierin bidia
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Indian summers

‘Prender’s Progress’ (John Prendergast)
“Prendergast is a nice chap, but he
eats with his hands”, reported a staff
officer who visited the Ist Western
Tribal Legion in Southern India in
1942, So he did. The founder and
commander of this bold attempt to get
fierce Pathans from across the North
West Frontier to fight the Japanese
had trained himself to eat with his
men in the field and had laid on a
Pathan feast for his visitor. Alas, the
Legion was a flop. Higher authority
denied it proper weapons, the
paymaster was slow with the money
and above all the Pathans were not
nearly so fierce and happy away from
their barren hills. The Legion was
disbanded.

This was just one incident in the
colourful career in the old Indian
Army which Brigadier Prendergast
describes. He fought on the Frontier
with the tough and famous Tochi
Scouts. On attachment to the British
Army he fought in Norway with the
Independent Companies (gallant but
still unorganised predecessors of the
Commandos) and the Irish Guards,
and he fought in Burma with Indian
infantry battalions. His accounts of
life in India as a child, and then in the
1930’s, and of going to war with
sepoys, are nostalgic, entertaining
and valuable.

Cassell, 35 Red Lion Sq, London
WCIR 45G, £7.95 RLE

Union Cavalry

“The Union Cavalry in the Civil War
(Stephen Z Starr)

‘Glamor’ was the word for the cavalry
when the American Civil War broke
out, but few of the recruit’s gaudy
visions lasted long. His steed turned

out to be an untrained, unmanageable -

scarecrow, his sabre stayed in its rusty
scabbard (except on parade) because
most of the fighting was on foot, and
the cavalry yellow trim on his uniform
was soon tarnished and dirty. With
such a summary Mr Starr introduces
this first of three volumes, in which he
tells the story of the Union’s cavalry
from its raising to the battle of Gettys-
burg. But, as a sort of trailer of things
to come, he leaps forward to the end of
the war and describes the Union
cavalry’s climax when, under a
whizz-kid general of 27, 14,000
cavalry invaded Alabama and des-
troyed the South’s arsenals. Mr Starr
has an easy style and is pleasant
reading.

Leicester University Press, Leicester
LEl 7RH, £18 RLE

Panzer story

‘Panzers in Russia 194345 (Bruce
Quarrie)

This is the continuation of Pangers in
Russia 1941-43 — Number 9 in the
World War Two Photo Album series
reviewed in February’s SOLDIER. It
contains a list of nine German tanks
introduced into service during 1943 to
1945, giving details of their tonnage,
capacity, armament and armour, and
their capabilities. The photographs
follow the usual pattern being, in
general, clear and detailed. There is a
campaign map and one fine aerial pic-
ture shows Panzer-Grenadiers
deployed and advancing in half-tracks
during the battle of Kursk.

Patrick Stephens Lid, Bar Hill, Cam-
bridge CB3 8EL, £4.50 casebound,
£2.95 softbound GRH

Deuce and a half

‘The GMC: A Universal Truck’
(Fean-Michael Boniface and Fean-
Gabriel Feudy)

If you want to know anything about
the American GMC (General Motor
Company) Universal Truck you will
find all your answers here. Known as
‘Jimmy’ or ‘Deuce and a half’, it is
claimed to have been the “most com-
monly used tactical vehicle in World
War Two”. It was a 2§-ton 6 X 6
vehicle and nearly 600,000 were pro-
duced.

It was used successfully and grate-
fully by a number of nations and was
developed to carry stores or person-
nel, and to act as tipper, bridge trans-
porter, pipeline layer, tanker, air
compressor, mobile workshop, med-
ical unit, bomb transporter, mobile
canteen, fire-fighting unit as well as
many other roles.

One of its developments was as an
amphibious vehicle — the DUKW —
useful for ship to shore transportation
and onward to inland dumps. The
British soldier of World War Two and
after, knew it well and praised its
capabilities. Here are pictures galore
and all about ‘Jimmy’ in war and
peace.

Frederick Warne (Publishers) Lid, 40
Bedford Square, London WC 1B 3HE,
£9.95 GRH

WORLD
ARMIES

John Keegan

All the armies

‘World Armies’ (John Keegan)

Mr Keegan is a senior lecturer in war
studies at Sandhurst, and in the
course of his work discovered that
nobody had published a comprehen-
sive guide to the armies of the world.
So he set out to do so with the help of
contributors among whom his Sand-
hurst colleagues are heavily rep-
resented. They have nearly 850 large
pages, including an appendix to up-
date entries overtaken by events.

The object is to present armies in
their domestic, historical, social and
political as well as military contexts.
The political aspect is one of increas-
ing importance, given the number of
states now under direct or indirect
military rule. In an introduction, Mr
Keegan quotes Professor S E Finer on
the political advantages of an army
over civilian groupings: “It possesses
vastly superior organisation. And it
possesses arms. The wonder, there-
fore, is not why it rebels against its -
civilian masters but why it ever obeys
them.” So far as Britain is concerned,
John Pimlott meets that point suc-
cinctly in the United Kingdom entry.
Mr Pimlott’s summing up of today’s
British Army praises its professiona-
lism but finds ““causes for disquiet” in
its smallness and that of its reserve
potential, in the time given to North-
ern Ireland which should be given to
Nato, and in the economic stringency.

Richard Holmes calls the offensive
potential of the Soviet ground forces
“impressive’” but says young Rus-
sians do not find their military service
the happiest time of their lives. It was
reduced to two years in 1967 and is
further eroded by political instruction
which lessens the training time with
what may have damaging effects on
efficiency.

Mr Keegan himself writes on the
United States Army and it is hearten-
ing to read that it has recovered well
from its disabling experience in Viet-
nam. It has “reorganised sensibly”.
Its drug abuse, disciplinary and racial”
problems “have been almost com-
pletely eliminated, its morale is high”
and so is the standard of recruits.

This is a splendid book, admirable
for reference, informative and
stimulating to dip into. It is intended
for people with weightier interests
than uniform buffs, but on behalf of
the latter let us have one niggle. What,
please, are these ‘bear-skin busbies’
that Mr Pimlott attributes to our Foot
Guards?

Macmillan, London and Basingstoke,
£22.50 RLE
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Leaving the service?
Seeking a secure exciting career?
Want tobe part of a professional

team?

Looking for excellent
promotion propects?

Recruiting Officer

Kent Police Headquarters

Sutton Road - Maidstone -Kent-ME159B2
Telephone Maidstone 65432 Ext 227

TOMORROWS CAREER

TODAY'S SERVIGEMEN

ZIPPO LIGHTERS

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH
YOUR REGIMENTAL CREST

The original petrol
windproof lighters.

Guaranteed for life or
repaired free of charge.

Delivered duty paid UK
or duty free overseas.

Minimum engraved

order
50

W A INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD., 36 HERTFORD ST, LONDON W.1.

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters
engraved with my Regimental Crest.

Whichever directionyou're

going, the Henlys Organisation
can arrange to have a new
Leyland car waiting for you on
your arrival

Before departing on your
tour of duty in Cyprus, trade in
your present car at any branch
of Henlys for a sensible part-
exchange price.

That way, you will have all
the advantages of the INTER-

CAR scheme. The leading ¢ \
Leyland distributors in Cyprus
willsettheprice you are quoted
against a new or used car.
Whicheveryou

choose, your car will be@
waiting at the airport.

Contact John Horgan, Inter-Car Centre,
Henlys Ltd., Summerland Street,
Exeter. Tel: Exeter (0392) 77225 /
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Amendments and additions to previous lists are indicated in
bold type. We hope that organisers will advise us of any
changes but please check locally before setting out.

MARCH 1980
16 Burnley, Concert by Band, Royal Hussars.

- Folkcsmne Leas Cliff Haﬁ, Concert by Bands, 17/21 Lancers, RAC

Bovin,

30 Guil ord ‘Civic Hall, Concert by Bands, 17021 Lancers, RAC

Bovington.

APRIL 1980
27 Country Fete, Teesdale.

MAY 1980

3 Burslem Festival (3-5 May).

5 Lydiard Park Show.

7 Royal Windsor Horse Show (7-[1 May).

11 Maypole Week, Birmi
- 15 Devon County Show, Exeter (lS 17 Mny)

17 Brighton Festival Tattoo (Bands, RN display, RAF dogs).

17 Hinckley Tattoo (17-18 May) (JLR RA Band and gymnastic team).

18 Royal performance of ‘Star Parade’. Theatre Royal Drury Lane.
In aid of Army Benevolent Fund.

18 Paignton Festival Theatre, Concert by Bands, 17/21 Lancers,
RAC Bovington.

20 Chelsea Flower Show (20-23 May) (Grenadier Gds Band).

21 Shropshire and West Midland Show (21-22 May) (LI Band, RA
Motorcycles, Flying Bugles).

23 Beating Retreat, Chester (JLR RA Band).

24 Poole Wessex Theatre, Concert by Bands, R Signals, Royal Corps of

Transport.
24 Congleton Carnival and Tattoo (24-26 May) (Bands and RG] Bugles,
Red Devils, Blue Helmets

- 24 Dudley Spnng Festival.

24 Bi Spring Festival (24-31 May) (R Sigs Band, White
Helmets, RG] Freefall).

24 Hens Agricultural Show, Redbourn (24-25 May).

25 Carrington Park Rally (25 26 May).

26 Hove Lions Day (Red Devils).-

- 28 Royal Bathand West Show, Shepton Mallet (28-31 May) (RA Bands,

RHA

F Kings Troop).
28 Stafford Agncnhu.mi Show (28-29 May) (Flying Bugles).
~ 28 Suffolk Show, Ipswich (28-29 May)

29 Wolverhampton Fiesta (29 May-1 }une) (Band, JLR RA gymnastic

31 First i\ehearml, Trooping the Colour, Horse Guards Parade, London
(Massed Bands).

31 Salisbury Hospital Gala.

31 International Air Display, Bristol Airport (31 May-1 June).

31 St Neots Riverside Festival (31 May-1 June).

31 Burnley Services Tattoo (31 May-1 June) (Bngade of Gurkhas Band
and Bugles, Blue Helmets, Red Devils, 1 Gordons Pipes and
Drums).

JUNE 1980

3 Beating Retreat, Horse Guards Parade (3-5 June) (Massed Bands).
South of England Show, Ardingley (5-7 June) (1 Queens Band).

" Nuneaton Carnival (]LR RA Band and gymnastic team).

Second Rehearsal, Trooping -the Colour, Horse Guards Parade,

- London.

Massed Bands, Horse Guards Parade (8-13 June).

. Nottw Festival (8-13 June) (Band Irish Gds).

't-‘f 's Official Birthday Royal Salute, Cardiff (Band IRRW)
14 Qm*shthday Parade, Horse Guards Parade (Massed Bands).

14 Coventry Carnival

- 15 Open Day, Suomsh Infantry (Glencorse) (PT and drill displays,

Ag:mxmni Slmw, Lincoln (18-19 June) (Band, White
Hnlmzu)

21 Leicester Tattoo

21 Ashford @122 June) (Band).

Exu-avm
- 25 Royal Norfalk Show, Norwich (25-26 June) (Bands, H Cav

Quadrille).
25 Aldershot Army Display (25-29 June) (Massed Bands, Kings Troop

RHA, RA Motorcycles, Red Devils, Red Caps).
29 Chesterfield Carnival.

30 Royal Show, Stoneleigh (30 June-3 July) (Bands, RG] Freefall,
RHA Musical Drive).

JULY 1980

2 Army Exhibition for Schools, Bassingbourn (2-4 July) (Bands, Red
Caps, JLR RE) gymnastic team).

2 Larkhill Massed Bands.

3 Royal British Legion Tattoo, Staverton Airfield, Gloucestershire
(3-6 July) (Massed Bands, Red Devils).

4 Staffordshire Careers Exhibition (4-6 July) (Flying Bugles).

5 Open Day, Prince of Wales’ Division Depot, Crickhowell.

S Army Open Day RPC Trg Centre, Northampton.

5 Open Day, British Steel Corporation, Middlesbrough (Band 1
Green Howards).

5 Birkenshaw Show.

5 Pelsall Carnival (Band).

5 West Bromwich Carnival (RG] Band, RG] Freefall).

S Concert, Edinburgh by Band, Royal Hussars.

5 Aveling Barford Show, Grantham (5-6 July).

6 Paull Air Show, Hull.

9 Royal Tournament, Earls Court, London (9-26 July) (Massed Bands,
Kenya Army Band and Dlsplay Team, Kings Troop RHA, Huuac-
hold Cavalry Quadrille, APTC).

10 Basingstoke Tattoo (10-12 July) (1 Staffs Band).

10 Kent County Show (10-12 July) (Band, Red Devils).

10 Sheffield Services Display (10-13 July) (Bands)

11 Taunton Centenary, King's College

11 Hereford Careers Exhibition (11- 13 July) (Flying Buﬁel)

12 Pudsey (Yorkshire) Show.

15 East of England Show, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire (15-16 July)
(RA Motorcycles). I

17 Mansh)ester Shcrw(l'f 19 July) (2 RRF, Queens Division Depot, Red
Devils

18 Malton (Yorkshire) Show (Bands).

19 Stroud Show.

19 Durham County Show.

19 Bristol Harbour Regatta (19-20 July).

19 Bournemouth Air Pageant (19-20 July).

20 Concert, Edinburgh by Band, Royal Hussars (20-26 July).

21 Rotherham Tattoo (21-22 July).

24 St Helens Services’ Tattoo (24-26 July) (RA Band, Woolwich, Irish
Guards Corps of Drums, RA Motorcycles, Red Devils, RA ILR

 Gymnastic Display).

25 Kempton Park Extravaganza (Bands, static and arena displays

25 Northampton Borough Show (25-27 July) (RG] Bmd RGJ.
Freefall).

26 Colchester Carnival.

26 Gloucester Carnival.

26 Welsh Rugby Union Centenary Celebration, Cardiff (Band).

26 Cleveland Show, dedlesborough (Bands).

26 Tatton Park Reunion Parachuting Spectacular (Red Dcwls, Pegasus
Gymnastic Team, freefall teams).

27 Redcar Carnival (Bands).

29 Colchester Searchlight Tattoo (29 July-2 August) (Bands, White
Helmets, Royal Army Veterinary Corps Mounted Display).

29 Tyneside Summer Exhibition (29 July-2 August) (Redcaps).

31 Folkestone Tattoo (31 July-2 August) C Band).

AUGUST 1980
1 Southsea Show (1-3 August).

2 Lord Mayor’s Parade, Cardiff (Bands).
2 Newport Military Show (2-3 August) (Bands),

6 Bingley (Yorkshire) Show.

6 Poole Hospital Gala.

6 Bakewell (Derbyshire) Show (6-7 August) (RA Mutorcyclu)

7 North Yorkshire County Show.

9 Lord Mayor’s Show, Stoke.

13 Edinburgh Tattoo (13 August-6 September) (Massed Bands and
Pipes, Royal Guard Regiment of Ruler of Oman, State University
Band of Long Beach).

15 Reading Show (15-16 August).

15 Shrewsbury Flower Show (15-16 August) (White Helmeu}

16 Hartlepool Show (16-17 August).

16 Skegness Carnival (16-22 August). N .

18 Doncaster Horse Show. -

22 GLC Horse Show (22-25 August) (Coldm Gds Band).

23 Darlington Show.

23 Elex;;)' St;nm, Peterborough (23-25 August) (Red Caps, White

ets,

23 Town & Country Festival, Stoneleigh (23-25 August) (Band, RA
Motorcycles, RG] Fuefall)

23 Expo 80, Birchington, Kent (23-25 August).

25 City of Leicester Show (25-26 August (Bud RGJ Freefall).

25 Walsall Show (25-26 August) (White

26 Leeds Gala.

27 St Albans City Carnival (Red Devils).

27 Bristol Flower Show (27-29 August).

30 Wensleydale Show.

30 Holkham Game Fair (30-31 August).

30 Sheffield Show (30-31 August) (RA Motorcyles).




4 Star Site near St Tropezr

Choice of Holiday
Caravans available on
high class site with
swimming pool —
restaurant — shops.
Each caravan on mains
electricity/water with
showers — fridge —
water heaters in situ. |
Apply: M Underwood, Elm
Cottage, Marhamchurch,
Bude, Cornwall.

SURVIVAL BOOKS

Military Arts, Wilderness Living, Fieldcraft, Tracking, Hunting,
Trapping, Self Defence, Combat Shooting, Archery, Gun,
Canoeing, Skiing, Flying & Outdoorsmans Books.

Vital, fascinating, extaordinary books — Fast
Service!

PALADIN sooxs

l Catalogue 30p (Stamps 0.K.)

P.T.J. Enterprises (Dept. S)
Capel, Llangorse, Brecon, Powys LD3 7UL.

GENUINE
SURPLUS

® BERETS

® COMBAT CLOTHING

@ PARKAS

BOOTS

0.G. TROUSERS

0.G. SHIRTS
BRK/DRESS TROUSERS
‘58 WEBBING

RUCKSACKS
® WATER BOTTLES

‘Almost anything in genuine
govt surplus’

(S.A.E.) for catalogue please

SILVERMAN'S
{Department S)
2/8 Harford Street,
London, E.1.
Tel: 01-790 5257

Personal callers Mon.-Fri.

Nearest Tube — Mile End. L

Capricorn Graphics, Dept. 29,
P0. Box 1, Offerton Industrial Estate,
Hempshaw Lane, Stockport,

Cheshire SKR 5TX.

Tel: 061-480 8241/2
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HOUNSLOW

Forces Services
International

CAR SALES DIVISION EXCLUSIVE TO HM FORCES

ENGLAND

OVERSEAS POSTING? |::

THINKING OF A NEW
TAX FREE CAR
CONSULT THE EXPERTS

A wide range of makes and models to cheose from

All Documentation, Insurance, Finance and Part Exchange
provided and much more. Don’t delay — post today

35 WHITTON WAYE
MIDDLESEX TW3 2LT

Tel: (01) 898 7930

Complete and detach

Make / model(s)

Used cars [ ]
Date _____ Forusein
Posting date Approx delivery date
Rank Name %
BFPO Mil. phone Extn
Qtrs address
Qtrs phone
Part exchange. Make
Model cc Year

Forces Services International
FSI HQ, 35 Whitton Waye. Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 2LT

Tel: (01) 898 7930 Please print clearly

60




Treasure Trove

THREE YEARS had gone by since young
Ribbons had sailed for a far Pacific island.
With his two companions, Braid and Lacey,
he had gone in search of a treasure hoard
which was supposed to have been buried on
the island many vears before.

That the three adventurers had reached
the island was certain because, not long
afterwards, they had been signalled by a pas-
'sing cargo ship (well off its course). They had
then been in good health and spirits.

However, since that day, well over two
years ago, nothing had been heard of them.
Therefore their old companions, Cutts,
Dealls and Plaize decided to charter a craft
and go in search of them. They eventually
arrived at the island to find Braid dying and
Ribbons and Lacey dead. There was no trace
of their craft. This had possibly been blown
away with most of the provisions and
wrecked during the severe hurricane of a year
before. The treasure seekers had died from
starvation!

The island was bare except for some camp-
ing equipment, scattered tools, empty bottles
and discarded food tins. The only features of
the island were a slight rise in the centre, a
few coconut palms and a well pr water hole.

All that Braid managed to say before he
died was: “My watch!” A search of his
clothing revealed several articles including a
knife and a pocket book, a compass and a
watch. In the back of the pocket watch was a
small piece of paper on which was written:
WEALTH IS FOUND.

In Braid’s pocket book the following entry
‘was found: “IGIE BB LIBB EM KB H] KE
FB CH EJ IA BD DE BL IB BE M] AL.”
None of them could make sense of it.

COMPETITION 260

assssmsses

R R R R ]

L A N

“Wealth is found”, murmured Plaize,
glancing round the island. “It certainly does
not look like it. I suppose the best thing we
can do is bury the poor chaps and set sail for
home.”

“Just a minute”, said Cutts, “perhaps
there is something in the message.” He
studied the phrase WEALTH IS FOUND
very carefully in conjunction with the mys-
terious pocket book entry. “I’ve got it”, he
shouted. “Wealth is found! And to think we
nearly missed it!”

A little hard work and they had soon
unearthed the treasure which had, presum-
ably, been reburied by the adventurers after
the loss of their craft.

What did the coded message have to say?

The competition — another from reader
T E Kempshall—isopen toall readersat home
or overseas and the closing date is Monday 5
May. The answer and winners’ names will
appear in the July SOLDIER. More than one
entry can be submitted but each must be
accompanied by a ‘Competition 260" label.
Winners will be drawn by lots from correct
entries. Entries using OHMS envelopes or
pre-paid labels will be disqualified.

Send your answers by postcard or letter
with the Competition 260 label from this
page and your name and address to:

Editor
SOLDIER
Ordnance Road
Aldershot
Hants

GU11 2DU

6-7 Two hooks
8 SOLDIER free for

b

six months
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© riginal Govt. Surplus
I apid mail-order service

/A nd satisfaction guaranteed

OR’s — OFFICER'S BADGES A SPECIALITY
SEND SAE., gn INT. POSTAL COUPON FOR EIXTEHSIVE

LIST TO:- MISS J.D. NICHOLLS, MAIL
ORDER DEPT. “"HENRY DU BORA", 20 WELLINGTON ST.
ALDERSHOT HANTS. GU11 1DZ. U.K.
OR TELEPHONE US ON ALDERSHOT 22668

English sish
R Feathers

: .  SWEATERS

N : 2,

(g-%p Eig})g} Embroidered with your club crest
M ~ or personalised initials into our

lambswool Botany wool or 100%
‘ acrylic 'V’ neck sweaters.

All these garments are designed

]
. and embroidered in our own fac-
Pat tory.

EMBRO (MACCLESFIELD) LTD
ALMA WORKS
PICKFORD ST
Rugby MACCLESFIELD
Motifs etc. Tel: 0625 22560

Designs and prices on request

Embroidered Badges & Club Tie Manufacturers

The genuine article as supplied by us
to the MOD.

Light Search hand held L1A1 Sharkseye

93,000 candle power, virtually
unbreakable and watertight (at 1 AT.)
Now available ex-stock by post
Normal retail price £10.93 (incl. VAT)
Special offer to "Soldier’ readers at
10% discount = £3.00

Quantity orders, (25 plus) or company,

o,

GiM POWER PLANT

Magnet Works, Whitehouse Road,
Ipswich, Suffolk, 1P1 5LX
Telephone Ipswich (0473) 41795
Telex 92816 —

squadron, troop fund 30% discount = £7.65

(P & P is included in price)

Wherever you're posted abroad, we can
provide you with safe reliable motoring
in the shape of a Volvo.

And with our tax free expertise, you'll be |
surprised at the price. I

It's the next best thing to being issued
with a permanent travel warrant.

Name Rank

Address

Date of Posting Tel. No.
Volvo Concessionaires Ltd.
28 Albemarle Street - London W1X 3FA

Telephone 01-493 0321 - Telex 24949
EENETT PR AR ) el o Sl
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5 L D made payable to Unicorn Printers Ltd
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" ONE SMALL STEP
 UNDERWATER

BIRTH OF A TURTLE

NEXT ISSUE: iz
SINGAPORE GIRL

CYPRUS/KENYA
BERLIN/TORONTO

The Story of Space’

PHOTOGRAPHY |
HANG-GLIDING
PARACHUTING









