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Gun Battle ih the Mist Farewell to  the, 
Forts On Stilts' HERE was a thick ground mist when Private Gordon John Hicks, 

of the South Wales Borderers, went out as escort t o  an officer on 
reconnaissance in a Malayan rubber plantation. 

Suddenly, Private Hicks saw some men. dressed in civilian clothes, 
moving in the trees, only their heads and shoulders clearly visible. 

'But the leading man appeared to  be carrying a firearm. 
On his own initiative Private Hicks immediately opened fire and 

wounded him. There was no doubt he was a terrorist. Although 
.hit in the shoulder. he knelt down and returned the fire, but Hicks 
drove straight at him. The leader took to  his heels and the other 

T 
HE famous Maunsell forts in 
the Thames Estuary which 
played an important part in 

protecting London from air and 
E-boat,attack in World War Two 
are to  be dismantled. 

These forts. a series of stilted 
towers which carried Bofors 
guns, searchlights "and radar 
equipment on their roofs, were 
manned by anti-aircwft Gunners 
from Sheerness from 1943 until 
the end of the war. Troops lived 
on them for two  weeks at  a time. 
Each fort housed a garrison of 
150 and had i t s  own motorboat 
for emergencies. 

After the war the Maunseli 
forts were maintained but not 
manned. Now they are to  come 
down because they are a danger 
t o  shipping-and another relic of 
World War Two disappears. 

T 

terrorists scattered. 
Without pausing to  make sure 

that his officer could see the 
direction he was taking, Private 
Hicks continued to  pursue his 

. quarry. Firing from the hip he 
brought the terrorist down just 
as the latter was preparing to  
throw a grenade which failed to  
explode. 

Private Hicks has been 
1 b . awarded the Military Medal for 

his exploit which, says the cit- 
-b ation. "displayed exemplary 

determination.'' Prirare G. J. Hicks.  MM. 

Lance-Bombardier M. Copeland. NCO i/< Donkeys, with Jcnnie. 

Donkeys Help the Gunners 
W O  of rhe most popular members of No. 167 Battery. 50 Medium 
Regiment. Royal Artillery. are donkeys. They were token 
prisoner by the Gunners one night when a patrol surprised three 

terrorists in the Cyprus mountains. 
Now the donkeys-Jennie and Jacki-re doing sterling work 

for their liberators. carrying with ease stores and water more than 
twice their own weight which would otherwise have to be carried 
by the men themselves 

T a.- ........ 
Two of the t o w e n  of the Maumdl Forts which are t o  be demolished. .............................................. . 

I N T H E  NEWS . . . . . . . . .............................................. 
The Comfiany Clerk is  a Playwright 

whose inhabitants all underwent 
a brain operation to  give them 
permanent happiness and r id 
them of the desire CO do wrong. 

Since joining The Welch Regi- 
ment last year. Private Anderron. 
who is  now a company clerk with 
the 1 s t  Battalion in Luneburg. 
has written two acts of another 
play. the theme of which i s  based 
partly on his Army experiences. 
His other as yet  unpublished 
works include an historical 
tragedy and several  short plays. 

SOLDIER playwright of 
whom more may be heard 
is Private Michael Ander- 

son, a 19-year-old National 
Serviceman with the 1 s t  Batta- 
lion The Welch Regiment in 
Germany. 

Recently. his fim radio play 
Teiresias, the story of a man 
who, like the Theban sooth- 
sayer of the title, is  unable t o  
distinguish between past, pre- 
sent and future, was broadcast 
by the BBC. It was one of 20 

A 
- 

selected from nearly loo0 scripts 
submitted t o  the BBC's competi- 
tion "Writing for Radio." the 
purpose of which was to  find new 
authors with an original turn of 
mind. 

Private Anderson, a native of 
Cardiff, began writ ing plays 
while s t i l l  a t  school and at  the 
age of 17 had his first success, 
producing his own play, The 
Operation, a t  the Somerset Orig- 
inal Play Competition. it was a 
futuristic story about a country 

mmt, choo with Her. Mucller-J&.ch. 

HEN the 1st Battalion, The South Lancashire Regiment held 
its Waterloo Day parade in Berlin one of the guests was 
a 67-year-old German whose great-grandfather fought a t  she 

He was Herr Mueller-Jabusch. chief editor of a Berlin evening news- 
per, great-grandson of a German soldier in the Duke of Bruns- 
ck's army which fought alongside the Duke of Wellington's men. 
t the parade Herr Mueller-Jabusch wore the Waterloo medal his 
eat-grandfather wan. 
For the first time at  the parade in Berlin The South Lancashire 

,,Regiment turned aut in No. 1 Dress and the Band wore regimental 
.scarlet. They all wore laurel leaves in their caps. 

Private Michoel Andenon. 
H e  began writing plays a t  
Vchool and produced o n e a t l l .  

............................................. 
L I B Y A  The memorial is  built into solid rock 

at the foot of Glorfer Hill. The 
plaques were carved by two iopperr. 

Troops Check Locust Invasion 
RlTlSH troops in Libya have The Queen's Bays were sent fa 
been waging all-out war in the northern sector near the 
the desert-against the Tunisian border and for several 

worst plague of locusts for 25 weeks. working day and night, 
years. spread poisoned bran in the 

Early this year swarms of paths of the hordes of locusts on 
locusts crossed the Tunisian bor- their way t o  the rich fertile 
der and laid their eggs in the plains. To the south. Military 
Libyan desert scrub. Little could Policemen, changing their red- 
be done until the new locusts had tapped hats for slouch desert 
passed through their five "hop- hats, carried out a similar task. 
:per" stqges and were almost often in temperatures of more 
ready t o  take flight. than 100 degrees. 

That was when the Army- Auster aircraft of No. 1980 
mobile, self-supporting columns Air  O.P. Flight were also called 
of the Queen's Bays and the in. In the first few weeks they 
Royal Military Police from Tripoli made 15 reconnaissance flights 

B To the Glory of the Glosters 
HE bold, clear noter of bugles rang out agoin over famous 
Gloster Hill. 

On this spot. six years ago, the 1st Battalion. The Gloucerter- 
shire Regiment and "C" Troop. 170 Mortar Battery. Royal Artillery. 
won imperishable fame for their heroic stand. 

Now, as the last British soldiers were preparing to leave Korea 
for good. a memorial was being unveiled to  the men whose valour 
ranks with the greatest epics in military history. 

The memoriol stands at  the foot of Gloster Hill, built into the 
solid rock and bearing four plaques. One plaque contains an 
inscription in English and another in Korean. The third has the 
United Nations' crest and the fourth the badges of the Gloucester- 
shire Regiment and the Royal Artillery. 

The memorial was built by men of the 1st Batrolion. The Royal 
Sussex Regiment. 24th Field Engineer Regimenr, Royal Engineers 
and 28th Korean Infantry Division. 
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Î -~ .._: i ~. . ~ - . i r  

.i .... >. -C'. . >  "The actors make me laugh. Who ever saw a sergeant 
look like that." 

Awtcr's of 1980 Air O.P. Flight searched the desert for locust-infested 
Page. discusses his next Right with an anti-locust 

R *orrice- . . .  the aircraft. .............................................. . .  -"e", 01 thm groun .. , . . ~ ~  _..:- . .  
-went into action. . . . .  
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SEVEN SHE1 THE ARMY 0 F T  
The Trucial Oman Scouts is an Army of wild 
tribesmen, led b y  British Officers and NCOs, 
which keeps the peace in a land rife with intrigue 

Photagrophr: CORPORAL K .  BURJT. Army Public Relations 
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N the southern shores of the Persian Gulf a handful of British 
officers and NCOs are helping to keep the peace in a desert 
l.A>....:,,".a I... :̂I :"*.A-.*" 0 volunteers. They serve for 18 

months. The men they command, 
wiry Bedouin who sign on for 
two years, are also volunteers. 
Many have re-engaged. 

At Sharjah British NCOs live 
in huts and have an open-air 
cinema and a new swimming 
pool. The officers' mess, on the 
edge of a creek, looks out across 
a sandbank over the Persian 
Gulf. Heavily laden dhows glide 
along the inlet with their cargoes 
of goats, sheep and imports from 
freighters anchored off-shore. 
The mess, with its own generator 
for lighting, turning fans and air- 
conditioning, is the height 01 
luxury, for the officers spend 
most of their time on patrol. 
living under canvas, in a hut 
made from palm fronds, or in a 
mud-built fort. 

The Trucial Oman Scouts havc 
no place for the man who is at- 
tracted only by the additional pay 
(a captain, for instance, receives 
an extra 13s. a day). There are 
no bright lights-just desert, a 
few Arab towns and, in the east. 

"C"S.,.,S" "J "I. .Y...E,YCL 

. , ~ ~ ~ ~  They belong to the Trucial Oman Scouts, a British led and 
WA a ~ m i n i s t e r d  f o r e  nf wild trihermen who. in Land Rovers and on "" ....... " _ -  

camels, guard the Trucial Oman 
boundaries and keep a watchful become increasingly important 
eye on the Protectorate's long 
coastline. 

because of its oil resources and 
in 1951 the Trucial Oman Levies 

The Trucial Oman, made up were formed to guard against 
of seven sheikdoms which have boundary violations. British 
been British protected since 1820. officers were appointed to train, 
lies between Muscat and Saudi lead and administer the Levies, 
Arabia, The area has been little rapidly taking shape as motor- 
disturbed by lhe outside in- ised Infantry, in 1952, after 
Ruences and even today there are serious encroachments of the 
no metalled roads, modern sani- Protectorate by Saudi Arabian 
tation or water supply. Donkeys. forces. 
with four-gallon cans roped to The Trucial Oman Scouts (the 
their sides, hriog the water to the name was changed from Levies 
towns from wells. The first car in 1956) are based at Sharjah. 
appeared only in the late 1930s. alongside a Royal Air Force 
Camel trains still plod along the station. Land Rover and camel 
time-worn tracks, bringing char- patrols leave from here every 
coal and agricultural produce to day, to make routine inspections 
the coastal towns from the fertile deep into the desert on journeys 
belt in the foothills of the Oman sometimes lasting up to three 

E- 
& .  
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1 1 weeks. 1 " mountains. Since World War Two. how- All the officers and senior 
'1 ever, the Trucial Oman has NCO technicians are British 

Left: Corporal Obeid Soboin is D mem- 
ber of the Beni Kabb tribe which liver 
in the foothills of the Omon mountains. 

Members of the Boys', Squadron 
receive instruction an Arabic 
from Staff-Seigeont Soid Omar. 

, Below. There tribesmen travelled 150 , miles t o  hare teeth extracted by 
Captain C. Binnr, the medical Officer. 

A patrol on ik way to o mountain outpost threads its woy up a wadi. 

. the rugged Oman mountains 
sweltering under a blistering sun. 
The type of man they want must 
be adventurous. blessed with 
initiative, and enjoy living rough. 

All officers serving with the 
force must learn Arabic and basic 
lessons are given at the bead- 
quarters. Some officers attend a 
course at the Middle East Centre 
for Arab Studies, in Beirut, but 
this is usually only for those who 
already have some knowledge of 
the language and is generally 

undertaken before joining the 
scouts. 

The reasons for this linguistic 
requirement are two-fold: the 
troops are not taught English (all 
commands and instruction are 
given in their own tongue) and 
the officer must be able to con- 
verse with tribesmen and vil- 
lagers. This latter point is of par- 
amount importance because, to 
a great extent, the esteem in 
which the Scouts are held depends 
on personal contact. A man is 

sometimes influenced to join the 
Scouts because of the reputation 
that the British officer has gained 

ground subject to flooding, which 
when it dries out, leaves a hard 
smooth crust of sand under which . . .  

In his area. remains a form of quicksand. 
After days of evaporation in the The Trucial Oman Scouts are 

still something of a novelty to the 
local inhabitants. Viewed at first 
with suspicion by the tribesmen, 
they are now held in respect by 
all. Their presence means peace 
and security in a land where, only 
a few years ago, travellers had to 
walk in pairs and go armed, and 
where banditry and slave trading 
were rife. It is not uncommon for 
a tribesman to travel many miles 
to a camp to receive medical 
attention. 

Patrolling in the TNcial Oman 
can he exciting and sometimes 
hazardous. In the spring, storms 
are prevalent and the wadis spate 
with terrifying suddenness. A 
vehicle using the dry bed of a 
water course, probably a cen- 
turies-old camel route, can be 
inundated in seconds. 

In contrast to this are the seem- 
ingly endless months during 
which not a drop of rain falls, and 
great care must be taken when 
travelling over sabkha to frontier 
posts in the west. Sabkhn is 

hot sun, pockets d air gather be- 
tween the crust and the quick- 
sand. A vehicle following a recog- 
nised track may suddenly sink up 
to its axles, then gradually settle 
in the morass helnw -R*nnri hu 

~~~~ ~ .... ~.. ... . 
Capfain P. R .  S N W ~ P I ,  
Observer. 

Left: Two Scouts soy "Hollo" by rubbing noses. on age-old way of greeting 
in the Trucid Omon. Above: This wouldn't do for the Brigode of Guards: on 
off-duty picture of D Tvucid Omon scout who belongs to D hill tribe which 
never cuts its hair. On duty, his tresses are hidden beneath o bumour. 

~~ - ~~~ 
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