


























PI LGRI M 
SAIL 

AGAIN 
Three cenrurres arter me Pilgrim Fathers set sail  ~ another pilgrimage Iett historic Plymouth 

Colonel O'Flaherty briefs the 
Amencane on the background 

before =rival at Utah Beach. 
I '  of the D-Day landiqe just 

American gunners 
from Oklnhoma, each with 

-6 one breast and "US Army" In 
gold acrow the other, paddled 
gingerly ashore at Utah Beach in 
Normandy, scene of the historic 
D-Day landings. 

Where nearly twenty years ago their 
c~unuymen stormed out of the sea 
across shell-tom dunes, the visitors 
rolled up their trousers or pulled on 
rubber boots and waded from the gaping 
jaws of a tank landing craft to be met by 
a m a l l  aowd of French holidaymakers 
in bathing rmstumes. 

It was a pretty ordinary sort of beach 
to most of the youag Yanks. But for 
veteran Sergeant Louis Cassel, from 
Lawton, Oklahoma, it was a moment 
full of emotion. He was the only one 
who actually landed at Utah on D-Day 
and with myriad recoUdons  tumbling 

'N"" his name emblazoned in black 

United States Army, the first American 
soldiers to train in Britain since the war, 

Immediately after arrival in England 
the Americans were put to work as a 
battery of 5 Regiment at the School of 
Artillery, Larkhill, before moving to 
Woolwich for a week's concentrated 
sightseeing in London. 

Correlating every date with when 
Columbus discovered America, the 
visitors were shown the Tower of 
London, Westminster Abbey, St Paul's 
and other tourist attractions, finishing 
with a tour of the royal apartments at 
Findsor Castle where the guide empha- 
tically assured them they were in the 
a d  moms in which the Queen lives 
during part of the year. The cameras 
worked overtime. 

Brimming with history, the Ameri- 
uuls moved to Plymouth to replace the 
battery of 29 Commando Regiment who 
were in America. The hiahliaht of the 

After an unmmfortable night sleeping 
on the tank deck the Americans soon 
found their sea legs and a poker school 
started. Utah Beach, which appeared 
desexted from offshore, resunbled 
Grand Central Station by the time 
Abbeville beached. A crowd appeared 
from nowhere to watch the disembarking. 

That evening, after a perfunctory 
glance at a d museum, the invaders, 
with dashing scarlet neckerchiefs tucked 
in10 their shirts, aowded into a marby 
cafe and proceeded to cat and drink the 
place --the British compo rations 
had been d v e d  without enthusiasm. 
Weather-beaten French fishermen, in 
suits of faded blue denim, beamed, 
gesticulated and guffawed with the 
visitors, most of whom were finding 
French beer barely palatable but 
infinitely preferable to wine. 
Back on board Abbevilk 

mornh,  the mker-faced 

.. . . 
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Rugeed cliffs scaled by heroic US bows of the ship and, reluctantly, the 
Rangris led to Omaha Beach, golden marathon poker school broke up. The 
and serene in the sunlight. Further seahadwon. 
along the coast, the stark remnants of Meanwhile, on the other side of the 
Mulberry, the British artificial harbour, Atlanuc, after a typically warm welcome, 
poked out of the sea at Arrommches. Kirkee Battery was showing its paces 

There, Abbeville turned away from the and working with the United Statm 

towards Plymouth. The weather became and a river crossing with guns were 
sfeedily worse with a strong wind arranged,althoqhitwasmtallwork- amysterytobothsides. 
whippjng great clouds of spray over the the British d e r y m e n  were taken 

on a recreational visit to Dallas, T-S. 
The AmericanviSirendedwith~~w 

training on Dartmoor with 29 Com- 
maado R d e n t  and live firing exerfi8e8 
at Sennybddge in Wales. Last month 
both batteries flew home to rejoin their 
own regiments. They had learned a lot 

of cricket and baseball remained largely 
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and headed into a 6eavy sea back Ardllery. A demonsasa'on of diffscaling about each Other, WUl if the hlUi&ies . 
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SOLDIER'S PETER DAVIES and FRANK TOMPSETT, 
on their Far East Tour, visit Sungei Patani, where 
some of the world's greatest soldiers are produced I 
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Cradle of 
. .  .. 

The Gurkha from the foothills starts 
his Army life from scratch. Almost 
everything is new to him-the boots, 
clothing, plumbing, fumrahrngs . . .  
He must lesm at kpst a smattering of 
English, l a rn  to write Gurthlli in 
Roman ,2harmm, learn arithmetie 
neva having scen fisura, bef-d 
at the same timc lesm to be a soldier. 
Yet in ten rhonmonths the rrsilienr, 

adaptable, detamiaed, hprd-work@ 
G l U . k h U a i u m p h s O ~ d l t h l S , a n e g u y  
a8 one of the most feared and respected 
bred ofGghtinsmen in the world. The 
berailBad recruit hes at least the 
confiddmr that generations .of Gurkha0 
have ppssed thir way before him, in a 
tradition ofsmrice to the Crown that in; 

. .  
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tide of snmin%y weir&opcrat&M, 
s O O l l ~ t o w o n d e r a t a n ~ h e  , *  
sees or is called uwll to do. Them M 
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s in D-plus-two comes the masb 
of I sing equipment, the fining of 
clot a d  the boots. Most recruits 
are wearing footwear for the first time ir 
their lives. Then come the first oi 
countless lectures, on body cleanliness 
(standards are merent in the foothills 
where water is scarce and soap a rare 
luxury), Army timings and bugle calls. 

D-plus-four sees the new recruit 
on a tour of the lines, with more lecnucs 
on subjects that are commonplace to a 
Europeaa. Then lecnuea on kit layout, 
clothes wadling, malpiia precautions, 
the uniform and bow to wear it . . . 
lecnuea on the cookhouse and dining 
hall, pay ~pneemmts and saving, 
badgea of rank, maintenance of boots, 
fire precautions, clothing repairs, can 
of a n n s  and ammunition. . . 
The first of the 1600@ drill periods 

brings with it more problems. With 
shorter hamstrings, and axms habitually 
bent at the elbow, marching is quite 
foreign to the Gurlrha. To allow for an 
early awkwardness the marching pace 
is begun at IIZ to the minute for the 
first few weeks and built up gradually 
to the 140 required for the passing out 
parade. In every drill movement, in- 
strucfon must constantly ch& to see 
that thighs, bnees and arms are properly 
braoed. For the recruits, to whom none 
of this is automatic, it is like learning to 
juggle with lam on a monocycle. 

But the &kha is not to be beaten. 
His answer is to do his own extra 
practice. The sound of drill orders 
ringins out on the e v e  air as keen 
young recruits drill each other is quite 
common at Sungei Patani. In fact the 
keenness is such that insrructors have 
to restrict the amount of apue-time 
study and procciCe to ensure the recruits 

RafhkbabaEatt.LsmeardlytoLBI, 
htes  larlara*arr. 
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GREEN FINGERS B R I G A D E  

‘‘The wou..(/ 4aa pI.pu*d hi. own defonw., Sir I” 

“It was a pleasure to operate on 
that Qunnery Inatructor c h a p  
every part clearly numbered.” 



















ROBABLY a few fish would P tenant Mike Edwards of The 
Parachute Regiment can travel 
through water. Undoubtedly the 
fasteat British soldier in any pool, he 
dominated this ycer‘s Army Swlm- 
3 - m d ” ” h i ”  W carryins 
off four freestyle titles. 

A Welsh international and a former 
member of the Royal Air Force, Lieu- 
tenant Edwards is one of the bright 
white hopes for the future of Army 
swimming, for he smashed three records 
while winaing his four titles. 

The championships, held at Elrham 
in Kent, were a cheering event for the 
Army Swimming Union. Like many 

suffering after the end of National 
Service. But things are looking up and 
this year the standard was noticeably 
higher. 

In the diving events, Corporal Colin 
Phillips of 23rd Parachute Field Ambu- 
lance got his hat-trick by retaining the 
one-metre and three-metre s ringbohrd 
events and winning the hiaboard for 
the 6rst time. He must have been well 
satisfied with his performance7nvo 
vears am he won one event and last 

envy the speed at which Lieu- 

other Army sports, s**> has been 

?ear nv;. 
Records also tumbled in the inter- 

unit freestyle and medley relay events. 
The 3rd Battalion, The Parachute 
Regiment, remined the Inter-Unit 
Championship-winning six ofthe seven 
races-and the 2nd Battalion, The Para- 
chute Regiment, made their journey 
from Bahrein worth while by retaining 
the water polo title. 

Junior soldiers are playing a big part 

doldrums. Junior talent is so promising, 
in fact, that already selectors are calling 
on the v o m  swimmina stars to suuule- 

in pulling Army swimming out of the 

- _ _  
m a t  h y  Teams. 

The Tunior Leaders Battalion, Royal 
Army -Service Corps-who recendy 
built their own swimmi?g pool at 
Taunton-caused quite a s u r  at Eltham 
by coming second in the Inter-Unit 
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Championship, beating many stronger 
and more experienced senior swimmers. 
This year’s championships could well 

betheNmingpointforArmyswimming. 
Because apart from National Service, a 
suaightforward lack of facilities is 
seriously hampering the growth of the 
sport within the Army. The truth of 
the matter is that thep are just not 
enough swimminy pools to go round. 

Apart from the few lucky units with 
their own pools, the Army has only 
four-at Sandhurst, Aldershot, Oswesq 
and Colchester. In Germany the posi- 
tion is even more critical; there are 
only outdoor pools and sbwimming 
becomes very much a seasonal sport. 

But the situation is slowly improving 

this year. Since the Royal Army Service 
Corps Junior Leaders proved it was 
possible to build a reasonable indoor 
swimming pool for less tban L15w 
(see last month’s SOLDIER) more and 
more units are getting their owp popls. 

WhiJe National Service was m nnst- 
ence, the Army had no worries about 
the sport. A wnstant flow of trained, 
really enthusiastic swimmers kept hard 
at uaining throughout their m c e .  

Swimmers like international Tony 
Milton, a private in the Royal Army 
Ordnauce Corps from 1958 to 1959, 
hel ed make the Army seVimming team 

four freestyle records, and now his 

and this improvement has been felt 

a P ormidable proposition. He held all 

r---- -- --- - - ---n s 

younger brother, a cadet at the Royal 
Military Academy, Sandhurst, has made 
his presence felt at the championships 
this year, with a second and a third in 
the freestyle events. 

Great Britain international Jim 
Brownlee, who was in the Royal Electri- 
cal and Mechanical Engineers, was 
captain of the Army water polo team in 
1961 and represented Scotland from 
1957 onwards. But these were men 
entering the Army as fully trained 
swimmers. Today the Army Swimming 
Union is faced not only with the prob- 
lem of finding talent, but 9-g the 
facilities to train embryo champions. 

Captain Andrew M o w ,  Royal Elec- 

ger of the Army team for the pest three 

neaed with Army swimming can be 
traced to the root of the trouble4ack 
of suitable pools. Outdoor pools are not 
really good enough-men have to be 
very keen to swim in water with a 
temperature of under 60 degcees.’’ 

During the unnsitional period from 
conscription to an all-Re-guIar Army, 
the sport was relying almost e+irely 
on the support of a small number of 
enthusiasts determined to maintain in- 
terest. Stalwarts litre Warrant.05cer 
Jim MacLeod, Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers, who has played 
water polo for the Army for 14 oonsecu- 
tive years and at 38 is still playing-and 

trical and Mechanical Engineas, m- 

YWS, said: “Nearly all problems &- 

Water polo is without doubt the most 

with diving second and individual 
swimming last. Jltnior soldiers are 
showing a keen interest in the game. 
Junior Company Sergeant-Major Bpfry 

of the Re@ Army serolce carps Jueior Ladaa, is anerotptionnl 
Plnycr ctppias the An=Y 

pU&X water pot0 team md aho plays 
in the Army de. Pleyeln from 2nd 
iiatmbb Th PaIachIm Regiment, 
wem so h to dtfcnd their title 
*F=-thkgp&rswrdsd*w 
Ai rMrFamf i f ly thcmhorne f rOl5~  
intimeto- 

IftheArmyhadafewmoreswimmers 
PII determined ps those pprpchutists 
there would be no worries. But like the 
sport of cycling, it is the junior soldiers 
who will prove the salvalion und could 
make me future Army swimming team 
P force to be rrclconed with. 

populpr sectioll of Army s-, 
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