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FRONT COVER: (Main picture)
— A soldier of the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Irish Regiment
“takes off” during adventurous
training at Paramali Beach in
the Western Sovereign Base
Area, Cyprus. More reports of
adventure in Pages 28-29.
(Picture: HQBF Cyprus)

(Inset) — The Princess Royal
reviews the Sovereign’s
Parade at RMA Sandhurst.
(Picture: Terry Champion)

ﬂGULF WAR SYNDROME: An RAF doctor
is examining Op Granby veterans who
suffer from a mystery illness. Pages 11-13.

® 5/8 KINGS: TA soldiers found the going
hard during a training camp on Ascension
Island’s volcanic slopes. Pages 14-15.

\ ® HUMOUR: Capt Chip Wood RE, award-

Winning cartoonist, takes a wry look at ﬂh ‘
value-for-money Army. Pages 16-17.

@ UP THE JUNGLE: Soldiers of 1 QLR on,
exercise in Belize. Pages 26-27.

® FAMILIES: New deal for lone parents,
and more flight choices for Germany-based
children at UK schools. Pages 32-33. /

Peace sword for Nienburg sappers

Maj Gen Roddy Cordy-Simpson (centre), GOC 1
(UK) Armoured Division, accepts the Wilkinson
Sword of Peace from Mr Derek Wooler of Wilkin-
son Sword before presenting it in turn to Lt Col
Mark Mans, CO 21 Engineer Regiment. The Nien-
burg-based regiment received the prestigious
award for its extensive and wide-ranging human-

‘Extraordinary’

itarian activities in former Yugoslavia and Belize.
Sappers from the unit had also been involved
with an orphanage in Nienburg and with the
rescue of white rhino in Zimbabwe.

Special mention was made in the citation of 45
Fd Sp Sqn and 21 Regt REME Wksp in supporting
the regiment'’s deployments.

courage earns

TWO Royal Logistic Corps
soldiers have been awarded the
Queen’s Commendation for
Bravery.

Pte David Hall, then serving
with 2 Close Support Regi- who  was
ment RLC and now attached

QCB

strapped  in.
Although the

until German rescue services
arrived.

A British medical officer
who attended the scene attest-
ed to Pte Hall”s “quite extraor-
dinary” courage. His “cool

petrol tank bravery and quick-thinking”

to the Warminster Support
Unit, saved the lives of two
people trapped after two cars
collided and burst into flames
outside Princess Royal Bar-
racks, Gutersloh.

Despite flames spreading
across the road, Pte Hall freed
a female passenger then
returned to help the driver

exploded, Pte Hall displayed
great courage in removing the
driver with the help of ATpr
Geordie McCullough.

The man had stopped
breathing and Pte Hall could
find no sign of a pulse. While
ATpr McCullough pumped
the driver’s chest, Hall gave
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation

was also witnessed by a senior
officer of the ACE Rapid
Reaction Corps.

His Queen’s Commendation
for Bravery, one of the highest
awards for non-operational
gallantry, was gazetted on Jan-
uary 10, as was a QCB to Cpl
Shaun Taylor, also of 2 Close

® Turn to Page 5
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CMH closure
to go ahead

ARMED Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames has con-
firmed that Front Line First
proposals for Defence Medical
Services — including the estab-
lishment of a core hospital
based on Haslar at Gosport,
Hants, and the closure of the
Cambridge at Aldershot — will
go ahead.

Secondary care needs for the
Armed Forces in the UK will
be provided by the single tri-
Service core hospital based on
Royal Naval Hospital Haslar
and supported by a “continu-
ing presence” at the Duchess
of Kent Military Hospital, Cat-
terick and by the MoD medical
staff working in three military
district hospital units.

One of the units will be
located at Plymouth’s Derri-
ford District General Hospital,
with the remaining sites to be
chosen by the end of February.

The Princess Mary’s Hospi-
tal RAF Hospital in Akrotiri,
Cyprus will form part of a tri-
Service  Secondary  Care
Agency, and the future of the
two Service hospitals in Ger-
many is to be considered fur-
ther, following the completion
of a market testing pro-
gramme.

All secondary care, he point-
ed out, will be managed as a
tri-Service Defence Agency,
which will continue to develop

Gen Rose
to be AG

LT GEN Sir Michael Rose will
become the new Adjutant
General in July after returning
to Britain later this month fol-
lowing a year as United Nations
Commander in Bosnia.
Instead of returning to his
previous appointment as Com-
mander UK Field Army and
Inspector General of the TA he
will be promoted general and re-
place Gen Sir Michael Wilkes,
who is retiring to become
Lieutenant Governor of Jersey.
@ Britain is considering a
request to send more troops to
Bosnia following a decision by
the United Nations to ask for
an extra 6,000 soldiers to mon-

itor the latest cease-fire.
4

increased links with the
National Health Service.

The agency will be headed
by a chief executive reporting
through the Surgeon General
to the Deputy Chief of
Defence Staff responsible for
personnel matters.

Under the Front Line First
measures, dentists from all
three Services will be brought
into a single, tri-Service agency
which will be submitted to a
market test.

Another potential candidate
for market testing will be the
Defence Services Medical
Rehabilitation Unit at RAF
Headley Court, while the
scope for alternative uses of the

Royal Army Medical College
at Millbank will also be exam-
ined.

“The reorganisation of the
Defence Medical Services,
including the closures of the
Cambridge Military Hospital
and the Princess Alexandra’s
RAF Hospital (Wroughton), is
intended to be complete by
April 1996,” said Mr Soames.

“Because of this, the closure
of the Queen Elizabeth Mili-
tary Hospital at Woolwich will
be brought forward to the
spring of 1995, at which time
we expect to transfer the hospi-
tal to the NHS, although a Ser-
vice presence will remain for
some months afterwards.”

‘&A‘!“;!’ ‘e’ ;

Fd Marshal Sir Peter Inge, Chief of the Defence Staff, presents a commendation to Sgt Graham Hickson at
Héhne for distinguished service during a Grapple tour. Based at Gornji Vakuf, he helped to keep supply

-

i3

routes open while vicious fighting took place between warring Croat and Muslim factions

Dragoons on UN medal parade

SOLDIERS of A and B
Squadrons, The Light Dra-
goons, newly returned from
their duties in Bosnia, paraded
for a UN medal presentation at
their Hohne base.

As medium reconnaissance
troops, their lightly armoured
Scimitar vehicles were ideal for
the remote areas which they

patrolled. Both squadrons
spent some time in Maglaj,
where the British base fre-
quently came under fire from
Serb positions.

Six soldiers from the regi-
ment — which has had troops
serving in Bosnia for more
than 18 months - received a
second medal for good con-

duct at the medal parade. They
included the RSM, WOI
(RSM) Mel Tazey.

A commendation was pre-
sented by Fd Marshal Sir Peter
Inge, Chief of the Defence
Staff, to Sgt Graham Hickson
for his outstanding work on the
supply routes during an earlier
deployment.

o

Lord Mayor of Celle, D

% NEWSLINE
1 Sappers float

to rescue in
Paisley floods

COMBAT engineers from
Paisley-based 102 Field
Squadron (V) found them-
selves in urgent demand last
month when the worst floods
in living memory hit western
Scotland.

The TA sappers, members
of 71 (Scottish) Engineer Reg-
iment (V), were rapidly divert-
ed from conventional training
to deploy trucks, Land Rovers
and dinghies to help hundreds
of residents of a low-lying
estate where homes had been
swamped after 48 hours’ con-
tinuous rain.

For more than two days, the
soldiers, operating in support

r Herbert Severin, escorted by commanding officer Lt Col John McColl (far left) and

company commander Maj Alasdair Wild, inspects soldiers of B Company, 2nd Battalion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment, as Celle accords the soldiers a civic welcome on their return from Bosnia

RLC soldiers commended for bravery

® From Page 3

Support Regiment. He was
leading a group of heavy trucks
on a German motorway in
atrocious weather when one
skidded on black ice.

The truck burst through the
central reservation and
crushed two cars on the oppo-
site carriageway. Other vehi-

cles ploughed into the wreck-
age, and one car burst into
flames.

While extinguishing the
blaze, Cpl Taylor saw that fuel
was leaking from the crashed
truck. He managed to switch
the fuel off seconds before the
car re-ignited.

While putting out the fire for

a second time, he noticed a
casualty in the car, but a quick
check showed the person was
already dead.

He offered assistance to a
second car in which two more
people had died before getting
the driver and crew out of the
crashed Army lorry and secur-
ing their weapons.

of the emergency and social
services, worked to get strand-
ed people to safety and took
police and social workers into
the worst-hit areas.

Resources Troop comman-
der Capt Brian Simpson said:
“Qur taskings have been many
and varied, including taking
supplies into the area. And we
have rescued all ages of people,
from a two-week-old baby to a
97-year-old lady.”

Germans
welcome

proud
Poachers

MEMBERS of the 2nd Battal-
ion, The Royal Anglian Regi-
ment were given a rousing
official welcome home by the
German city of Celle after their
six-month tour of duty in
Bosnia.

Watched by families and
friends, the Poachers paraded
in front of the City Hall, where
they were inspected by Lord
Mayor Dr Herbert Severin and
Brig Andrew Ridgway, Com-
mander British Forces in
Bosnia at the time of their tour.

“The City of Celle would
like to thank you for trying to
maintain the peace under the
most difficult and dangerous
conditions,” Dr Severin said.

He, like Brig Ridgway, paid
tribute to Capt Stephen
Wormald, who was killed by a
land mine early in the tour.

Cpl Taylor got his remaining
soldiers to control the traffic
until German emergency ser-
vices arrived on the scene, then
accompanied the injured men
to hospital.

Throughout the incident,
says the commendation, he
exhibited the highest standards
of leadership and initiative.

5
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__NEWSLINE

THE British Army is at the fore-
front of efforts to draw up clear
operational guidelines for future
UN peacekeeping operations.

Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames said in a Com-
mons written reply last month that
the United Kingdom had played
an aclive part in discussions
aimed at enhancing the capacity
of the UN to mount peacekeeping
operations.

“In addition, the British Army is
developing a manual on peace-
keeping on which there has been
consultation with the United
Nations.”

@ In 1993, 20 per cent of other
ranks worked in excess of 60
hours per week in Bosnia, said Mr
Soames in a separate answer on
December 20.

® & ®

Shadow Defence Secretary

tDavid Clark asked in a written

question how much
the MoD had spent
on fox hunting for
members of the
Armed Forces in
each of the last five
years. Mr Soames
replied: "Fox hunt-
ing is undertaken
by some members
of mounted units as part of normal
training and costs are not sepa-
rately identified.

“No additional costs are
incurred by my department as a
result of participation in this activ-
ity since these are met by the indi-
viduals concerned.”

& ® -]

Turning the Cambridge Military
Hospital, Aldershot into a tri-Ser-
vice hospital instead of RN Hospi-
tal, Haslar, as has been decided,
would have cost more than £66
million, said Armed Forces Minis-

Taking a leaf out of the Brits’ book

“ter Nicholas Soames.

Replying to a ques-
tion from Aldershot
MP Julian Critchiey,
he said that while dis-
posal and redevelop-
ment decisions for
the Aldershot site had

A summary of Defence ., et heen taken,
topics from Westminster

any future plan would
take account of listed buildings.
The hospital is due to close next
year.

Overall savings from the reor-
ganisation of the Defence med-
ical services would be £50 million
a year from 1996-97.

® & ®

Salisbury Plain will not be used
for live firing of the Multi-Launch
Rocket System (MLRS) in the
foreseeable future.

Live firing of both MLRS and
AS90 will be carried out at the
Otterburn training area. A propor-

tion of AS90 live firing and tactical
movement and MLRS manoeu-
vre training will continue on the
Plain {see back cover).

The Armed Forces Minister
said the decision had been taken
“because the Salisbury Plain
training area training area cannot
accommodate all the training
demands placed on it and has to
be managed at a level which will
not cause unacceptable environ-
mental damage”.

[ [ ®
Cost of modifying the SA80
rifle to bring it to operational stan-
dard is estimated to be £13 mil-
lion.
® @ &

The MaD'’s telephone bill fell for
the second year in succession in
1993-94, to £61.4 million. The
figure for the previous year was
£64.9 million and for 1991-92,
£67.1 million. il

RAMC
to bear
brunt
of cuts

THE Royal Army Medical
Corps will bear the brunt of
400 remaining redundancies
to be made as part of the
Defence Cost Studies
announced by the Ministry of
Defence on July 14.

Most of the original reduc-
tion of 2,200 has been found
through natural wastage but
the final 400 will be found by
nominations for involuntary
redundancy.

RAMC other ranks and offi-
cers will comprise approxi-
mately three quarters of the
total, which was announced on
December 16.

Details of the requirement,
timetable and compensation
terms will be announced in
April and the process should
be completed by April 1997.

RWF for Bosnia

THE 1st Battalion, The Royal
Welch Fusiliers, commanded
by Lt Col Jonathon Riley, (not
the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Regiment of Wales as previous-
ly reported), will replace the
lst Battalion, The Royal
Gloucestershire, Berkshire and
Wiltshire Regiment in Bosnia.

New Year honours

rder ot h

GCB - Gen Sir Charles Waters
KCB CBE ADC Gen, Ilate
Glosters.

CB - Maj Gen S W St J Lytle,
late AAC; Maj Gen A L Meier OBE,
late RCT (now retd).

Order of the British Empire

KBE — Lt Gen A A Denison-
Smith MBE, late Gren Gds.

CBE - Col P R Barry, late 17/21
L; Col (Hon Brig) C H Bond OBE,
late QDG (now retd); Col S D
Lambe, late RA; Brig C J
Marchant-Smith, late  Green
Howards; Brig E P O Springfield,
late Int Corps.

OBE - Lt Col (now Col) T G
French TD, LI TA; Lt Col G K
Geddie RLC; Lt Col D L Hooper,
Gib Regt (now retd); Lt ColRC J
Martin RGJ; Lt Col R J Rimmer
RGJ; Lt Col W F Shuttlewood
MBE, RGR; Lt Col R J S Smith
QGM, RA; Lt Col M S Vine RGBW;,
Lt Col G C Grosvenor, Duke of
Westminster, QOY TA.

MBE - Maj N Le B Allbeury
PWRR; WO2 D O Allen R Sigs;

Sgt R J Beards RAMC (now dis-
charged); SSgt (now WO2) T A J
Bennett RLC; Capt R L D Booles
RAMC TA; SSgt S B F Bradley
AGC(SPS); WO2 A D Carter LI
TA; Cpl D J Clayton, Kings (now
disch); Maj L A Cooke SASC;
WO1 D L Cox, Gren Gds (now
disch); Sgt S G Cozens, Int Corps;
Capt D M Cullen RA; Cpl M S Dale
AGC(PRO); Capt (Actg Maj) J A
Donovan PARA; Maj B J M Draper
KRH; WO2 J Drury RA; Sgt B W
Duncan AGC(SPS); Maj T J Dyer
RA; SSgt J Eaton RLC TA (now
disch).

WQ02 G N Ellwood AGC(PROQ)
(now disch); Maj J M K Erskine
BW; WO1 D B Evans AGC(SPS);
Maj M D Fogg, R Sigs; MajSAC
Frere-Cook PWRR; Gnr P S Furby
RA (now disch); Maj J W Garnett
RTR; SSgt G W Grant AGC
(PRO); Maj M J Henderson, D
and D; Cpl (now Sgt) M L Hickey
QLR; SSgt C D Hodson BEM,
AGC(SPS); Capt (Actg Maj) M A
Jenkins REME; WO1 B Keenan
REME TA; Maj M P King, D and D;
Maj (QGO) Lalbahadur Gurung
RGR; WO2 (Actg WO1) K C G
Lamb REME; Maj A R Mackie LD;
Capt T Marsh LI TA; Maj R Martin,
Green Howards; Maj (now Lt Col)
G J Meacher RLC; SSgt K Miller

REME (now disch); Maj C R D
Morpeth, Hidrs; Maj Ombahadur
Chhetri BEM, RGR; Sgt J C
Porter REME; LCpl (now Cpl) M A
Potter, Int Corps; SSgt Rachhaba-
hadur Gurung RGR; LCpl J Runci-
man AGC(SPS); Capt J A
Sandison QGM, Gren Gds; SSgt
(now WO2) Shivakumar Limbu
RGR; Sgt M Smith RLC; Maj B S
Smy REME.

WO1 (now Lt) D Stewart
RAMC: SSgt G J Stoker RCT;
SSgt S A Stout QLR; W02 J C J
Strachan RA; WO2 (now Lt) JWR
Swanson AGC(SPS); Maj T H P
Taylor RA; Cpl (now Sgt) C P
Teesdale QDG; WO2 (now WO1)
R S Thornton RAVC; Capt Chun
Ying Tse HKMSC (now retd); WO1
H B Ward AGC(SPS) (now disch);
Maj D V Watson PWRR; SSgt
(Actg WO2) P J Watts, Corps of
Army Music; Maj L R Wilson RA;
Capt (Actg Maj) L Wood, R Sigs;
Maj P T Wood RAMC; WO2 P P
Woods RLC; Capt T W Worster
RA; Maj T W Wye RE.

Royal Red Cross

RRC - Lt Col P M Watson
QARANC.

ARRC — SSgt (now Capt) P F
Macdonald QARANC.

Exit bandsmen - enter musicians

A NEW corps — the Corps of
Army Musicians - has been
formed.

All 1,113 active members of
the British Army’s 29 bands
are members, although their
loyalties and ties will be to their
individual cap badges.

Given the Royal Assent on
September 1, the Corps of
Army Musicians has no badge
of its own.

One effect of the formation
of the corps, whose director is
Col Timothy Hoggarth, Com-
mandant of the Royal Military

School of Music at Kneller
Hall, Twickenham, is that the
term “bandsman” has now
been superseded by the rank of
“musician”,

The official abbreviation for
the new corps’ name will be
CAMus.

i



s of the Royal

HAVING
A BALL

Army Careers in the
South West helped
sponsor a cup match
between Plymouth
Argyle and Exeter City
to raise the awareness
of career opportunities
in the Army. Presenting
the Man of the Match
award to Exeter goal-
keeper and captain
Peter Fox is Lt Col
(Retd) Roddy Bridge,
Army Careers Officer,
Exeter.

e red the service :
o Assomatlor;;ec&e Blue Helmets, on their 1ast

I .~ on the polo ground at Happy
g edin”onthep PPy
publicdisp}ay,when they “dropp! el GV"aﬂzengUlgﬁ)SZiré o
Vaney‘_Eg;:?Sp “Capt Alan Wrigh’c,h ; Pr?% a(m d lefl) Ztowo?
ik n RLC (far right) & .
Graha\:vn“ﬁae;n: eSng‘:: Lynne Doughty and Cp! Eddy
John :

The Cyprus
Signa|g parac

Birthday buglers

! P Y

Father and son, Cpl Jimmy Barker and Pte David Barker, of the
Bugle Platoon, 7th Battalion, The (Durham) Light Infantry, with other
members of the battalion’s Burma Band and Bugles, helped Capt
Richard Annan, the Light Infantry's only surviving recipient of the
Victoria Cross (he won the first Army VC of the Second World War at
the River Dyle in Belgium in 1940) celebrate his 80th birthday by
playing him in at a party at their barracks.

Helping to test the efficiency of the
new operations room at Wyvern
Barracks, Exeter — home of 43
(Wessex) Brigade — were Sgt
Alison McEwen (left) and 2nd Lt
Cathy Little, both members of 6th
Battalion, The (Somerset and
Cornwall) Light Infantry (Volun-
teers).

They were taking part in the
brigade’'s  Exercise = Western
Wyvern on Devon's
Woodbury Common,
{ during which the
room was put into
operation for the first
time.

Note-worthy

Coldstream Guardsman
Lee Cochran was only
too pleased to join HMS
Brilliant, the regiment's
affiliated Royal Navy |

RLC (v),

ship, at Gibraltar with a

conflict, who has another

Germany.

GUID EFFORT,
GEORGE!

Cpl George Moles, Black
Watch, came out tops in
the Services solo bugling
section of the annual beat-
ing competition held at the
piping and drumming wing
of the Army Training Regi-
‘ ment, Glencorse.

small group from 7 Company on the last leg of the
homeward voyage to Devonport. It meant that he
was able to see something of his father, CPO Jim
Cochrane RN, a veteran of the Falklands

guardsman serving with the 1st Battalion in

'____,

Northumbrians

| A first for
S

Cadets Crispin and Angie Driver-Williams became the first mar-
ried couple to graduate together from the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst at the Sovereign's Parade on December 9.

Crispin, who passed out top of Rowallan Company, following his
late father into bomb disposal with 23 Pioneer Regiment RLC at
Bicester, and Angie, now a pay officer in the AGC, joining the Irish
Guards at Chelsea Barracks.

The Princess Royal took the salute from cadets who included
Prince Ali al Hussein of Jordan. King Hussein, himself a Sandhurst
graduate, and Queen Noor, were present.

Took. Con

Core blimey!

Top man in the h
Super Soldier com
unit, 124 (Havering)

was apple farmer Cpl Barry

. testants were t
thing from skill at ar peiad a0 very.

otl_y' contested annuga|
Petition at Romforg’s TA

Petroleum Squadron

ms to night navigation.

Jason, a

Proving that there are “Active”
inter-Service relationships in Lan
cashire are (left to right) Artificer
Tim Robbins RN, WO2 Len
Hamilton, Lt George Breslin RN
and Lt Col John Downham, regi-
mental secretary of The Queen’s
Lancashire Regiment.

The model is of HMS Active, a
ship which, until she was decom-
missioned last year, had been
associated with the town of Burnley

and the regiment (during the past

QLRs’ ship
comes home

13 years many QLR soldiers
served aboard as “exhange
sailors”).

Her much smaller-scale counter-
part had been gathering dust in a
naval store-room until Army
recruiter Len “rescued” the vessel
and arranged for it to be displayed
in a new home — the regiment's
museum at Fulwood Barracks,
Preston.




Just a few reasons
why you should subscribe to

Army Quarterly
and Defence Journal
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A British sol-
dier carries out
a “sniff test”
during a Gulf
War chemical
alert. Far right
- A blazing
Iraqi BRDM-2
equipped with
SA-9 missile
launcher

BLACK clouds
of oil smoke from Kuwait’s
burning wells are still vivid in
the memory for those who
fought in the Gulf War.

Many, too, cannot forget
the anxiety and fear they felt
when it seemed Saddam
Hussein would use chemical
and biological weapons
against the Coalition forces.

Now, if tabloid headlines
are to be believed, there is a
new enemy at the door.

Sensational stories on the
effects of so-called Gulf War
syndrome make it increasing-
ly impossible to ignore claims
that a mysterious debilitating
illness is ruining the lives of
soldiers who served in the
region.

Thousands of US Service-
men are, according to these
reports, suffering from ail-
ments ranging from skin
rashes and chronic fatigue to
respiratory and heart prob-
lems and impotence.

More than 400 British ex-

Servicemen, suffering from
unexplained illness which
they claim is Gulf War syn-
drome, are preparing to seek
damages against the Ministry
of Defence.

Twenty-four have been
granted legal aid in principle
so their legal advisers
can prepare their cases.

Wg Cdr Bill Coker
RAF is the military
physician  responsible
for examining Gulf War syn-
drome patients referred to
him by their doctors.

His main concern, he told
Soldier, is the health of those
who serve in the Armed
Forces.

“My role is to examine
every person referred. I
regard them as I would any
other patient who is referred
to hospital for assessment
and diagnosis. I see them as
individuals with a problem
and symptoms that need
explaining.

“I am absolutely open-

Report:
Laurie

Manton

- fact or

fiction?

minded about it all. At the
beginning we did not know
whether there was such a
thing as Gulf War syndrome
or not, and we still do not.

“All T can say is that,
having seen more than 60
cases. | have not identified
any condition that is
common to all the
people I have seen. I have
not been able to recog-
nise a distinct condition
that I would label as a ‘syn-
drome’ — a collection of signs
and symptoms with a
common cause which is
unique to the Gulf.

“There is no evidence that
a distinct syndrome exists as
a result of Gulf War service.

In two separate cases, Wg
Cdr Coker diagnosed kidney
disease and inflammatory
bowel disease, both condi-
tions which could strike at
any time and affect anyone.
There was no evidence in
either case to suggest that ser-
vice in the Gulf precipitated

the diseases which, now
properly diagnosed, could be
treated.

According to him, most of
the patients he had seen dis-
played symptoms typical of
chronic fatigue syndrome or
myalgic  encephalomyelitis
(commonly known as ME).

Their symptoms included
feelings of tiredness, lassi-
tude, malaise, irritability,
increased aggression, poor
family relationships, repeated
headaches and hair loss.

“Those are all symptoms
which are suggestive of what
used to be called psychoso-
matic disease.

“In addition, there have
been a small number of cases
of post traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD) which have been
referred to our psychiatrist
for confirmation of the diag-
nosis,” he said.

Although most of those he
had seen are no longer in the
Armed Forces, some serving

@ Turn to next page
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Fact or
fiction?

® From Page 11

personnel have also been
examined.

“As a clinician, I would
urge people to come for-
ward,” said Wg Cdr Coker.

“A myth has grown up that
those coming forward will be
seen as troublemakers. That
is absolute nonsense. Our
military medical services exist
to deal with Servicemen who
have problems.

“Everything they say to me
is in confidence.”

Col Chris Box, late RAMC,
explained that many of the
symptoms, including tired-
ness, lack of concentration,
irritability and an inability to
get up in the morning, were
commonplace in everyday
civilian life,

“For example, in a two-
week period nation-wide, 38
per cent of people visiting
their GPs complained of
headaches; nerves, irritability
and depression accounted for
21 per cent; and 16 per cent
said they were suffering
undue tiredness,” he said.

Wg Cdr Coker stressed that
he took all the symptoms,
even the common ones, seri-
ously.

Patients were examined and
their conditions investigated
using an array of tests includ-
ing X-rays, scans, blood tests

Pictures: Mike Weston

i : ‘;“ f ‘ ...~ : i
Wing Commander Bill Coker takes a sample of blood from a Serviceman being screened at RAF
Hospital Wroughton for signs of a Gulf War syndrome

and electrocardiographs.

Not all who had been
referred to him were front-
line troops.

“There is a wide spread,”

he said. “Some people arrived
at Al Jubayl, entered Iraq and
were part of the ground forces
that liberated Kuwait. Others
worked at RAF Muharragh

war hospital in Bahrain or
spent most of the war in
Dhahran.

“One man who came for-

| still feel
8 Gulf v

{

ward was on a ship that never
got further than the eastern
Mediterranean.”

Was tabloid coverage of the

ill, says
eteran Terry

Terry Walker (ex-RAOC) was attached to a

forward repair group of 11 Armoured Work-
shop REME during Operation Granby.

He believes he is suffering from Gulf War
syndrome, and is seeking compensation
from the Ministry of Defence.

He told Soldier he been referred to a mili-
tary physician and had undergone a battery
of tests at RAF Hospital Wroughton.

“My blood was tested in various ways, a
bowel biopsy was carried out, and my
immune system was checked. | am seeing a
psychologist and a psychiatrist. It is sug-
gested | am suffering from post traumatic
stress disorder.

“The results of my tests proved negative,
as | expected. | am happy with the way | was
tested, but disappointed at the resuit. | still
feel ill.”
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are being screened

issue encouraging Guif veter-
ans to imagine symptoms?

“It is not helpful,” said Wg
Cdr Coker. “The press are
not presenting a balanced
view, but then balanced views
don’t sell newspapers.

“A so-called ‘mysterious
killer disease’ makes good
copy, like the necrotising
fasciitis headlines - ‘Killer
bug ate my face’. You could
write a thriller about the mys-
tery disease that the Ministry
of Defence is covering up. It
is a marvellous story, but it is
not good medicine.

“We have nothing to hide
and really want to get to the
truth of the matter.”

Besides the Americans and
British, of the other national
forces represented in the Gulf
only a handful of Canadians
had come forward, said Col
Box.

In America several thou-
sand former soldiers are
claiming their health has
been affected by service in
the Guif.

“The American authorities
have stated publicly that they
have no evidence to suggest a
syndrome exists. The same
applies in Kuwait. The
Kuwaiti population and the
Iraqgis themselves are not suf-
fering from anything similar.”

Wg Cdr Coker spent six

Flt Sgt Stevie Palmer checks an image on a magnetic res-
onance imaging scanner at the Royal Air Force's Princess
Alexandra Hospital, Wroughton where Gulf War veterans

months in Irag with UN
inspection teams imme-
diately following the
Gulf War, all the while
taking nerve agent pre-
treatment system
(NAPS) tablets, which

have been blamed by IF You are suffering symp-

some as the cause of tom? which you link to your

the syndrome. service in the Gulf
“NAPS were used | Should see you

your medical

as a pre-treatment for
nerve agent poisoning
during the Gulf War.
The dosage was one
tenth of that given to
sufferers of the nerve
condition, myasthe-

nia gravis, for the

past 40 years.

“It is interesting to
note that, of all the
patients I have seen,
only one was actual-

are no longer seryin
gsk to be referred to ggl%‘g
- '?x at DMSD, Lacon House
eobalds Road, London’
WI-CIHX 8RY.
€ will organijs
appointment with W; C?j':
Ctr)qker at Wroughton.
ormal rules of i
confldentiality appl;n fdz;z:ll
everyone will pe treated

officer (or civilian GP jf you

ly unwell during his éympathetically_

time in the Gulf,

which is when you
would expect problems to
arise.

“The tablets were exten-
sively trialled by several hun-
dred soldiers at Porton Down
before being taken into ser-
vice. I am happy that NAPS
tablets are not to blame.”

Some US troops have
claimed that vaccinations
given to them could be the
cause of their illnesses.

In the United Kingdom,

the War Pensions Agency has
accepted a claim from one
soldier who suffered an
adverse reaction from a vacci-
nation, and had since devel-
oped a food allergy. However,
there was nothing to suggest
that the jabs could cause a
syndrome to develop.

Those given to British
troops deployed to the Gulf
all have common application
in civilian life.

HOUSE

LINE

Written answer to House of
Commons, October 31, 1994 by
Armed Forces Minister, Nicholas
Soames:

A medical assessment pro-
gramme has been established for
all former Gulf personnel who have
come forward with concerns about
their health.

As part of the assessment they
are given a very detailed medical
examination consisting of tests and
investigations tailored to the
patient's medical and occupational
history, their reported symptoms
and clinical signs.

In addition to clinical information
gained through these assess-
ments, we are kept informed of rel-
evant developments by former Gulf
ailies, including the findings of the
ongoing American medical assess-
ment programme for US Gulf vet-
erans.

Information from the medical
assessment programme and from
other recognised scientific sources
is reviewed by medical and scien-
tific experts in my Department cov-
ering a range of specialities,
including general medicine, occu-
pational medicine, public health
medicine, pathology and psychia-
try.

These investigations have pro-
duced no evidence ot any medical
condition peculiar to service in the
Gulf.

Written answer 1o House of
Lords, October 18, 1994 by Par-
liamentary Under-Secretary of
State for Defence Lord Henley:

There is no evidence that chemi-
cal weapons were used in the Gulf
War. Had they been used, their
effects would have been early,
severe and unmistakable.

The Government have repeated-
ly urged Gulf War veterans who
are concerned that their health has
suffered as a result of the Gulf ser-
vice to see their general practition-
ers and ask to be referred to the
Armed Forces medical services for
assessment by a military special-
ist.

The diagnostic investigations
employed in these assessments
are tailored to the requirements of
each patient after considering their
medical history, reported symp-
toms and clinical signs.

Further specialist investigations
are, and will continue to be, poten-
tially available to help determine
whether a patient might be suffer-
ing from long term very low level
contamination from chemical
agents, although the tests are of
limited reliability.

To date, however, the assess-
ments have produced no evidence
which would require such special-
ist investigation.
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Above — Kgn John Thomas loads maga-
zines on the range

Left — Feet of endurance. Army medic LCpl
John Mayall (right) sorts out a footsore Cpl
Tony Francis who had just completed a
three-day tab across Ascension Island

THEY were the envy of every-
one as they set off on their
annual camp. By their own
admission, they felt a little
smug as they talked excitedly
about their destination.

After all, they had spent pre-
vious camps freezing in damp
woods or shivering in
makeshift trenches on Otter-
burn training area — a bleak
corner of Northumberland on
the Scottish borders.

The new location held the
promise of a warm and wel-
coming climate, sandy beaches
and fascinating wildlife.

Ascension, a tiny volcanic
island in the south Atlantic
thrown into world focus as a
stop-over point for British
troops during the Falklands
War, beckoned, and the men of
V Company, 5th/8th (Volun-
teer) Battalion, The King’s
Regiment responded eagerly.

Four days later, as Exercise
Turtle Reef began proper, their
illusions had been tempered by
reality. Sweat trickled through
the dust and the grime on their
already greasy, camouflaged
faces.

They had just marched sev-
eral miles across a nightmare
landscape of fine sand, hard-
ened lava clinker and moving
plates of rock interspersed with
shards of lethal volcanic spikes.

It was with some relief that
14

Ascension gives 5/8

Kings a bumpy ride

the company halted for a brief
rest and water. Despite their
previous training and several
days of acclimatisation, noth-
ing had prepared them for this.

Only one man knew exactly
what they were going through —
and he was sitting three miles
away near the aptly-named
Broken Tooth range, planning
more agony. CSgt Barry Craib
had arrived in Ascension a
week earlier to finalise details
of the final phase of Turtle
Reef, a phase he called Moon-
walker.

“Those lads will never have
endured such a varied, difficult
and dangerous terrain in one
day anywhere in the world.
They will have been to hell and
back.

“I really rate this bunch as
one of the best.in the Territori-
al Army. You have to work with
them to appreciate what they
do,” said the Highlander who
joined V Company a year ago.

His praise would not have

been appreciated by the sol-
diers at that moment. Their
next objective was Green
Mountain (2,400m), five miles
away.

Grim-faced the company
headed towards Broken Tooth.
By now they were exhausted
and in no mood for games . . .
the ideal time to set a terrorist
trap.

Six brave souls, all stationed
on the island with the Royal
Air Force, volunteered to act as
enemy and relished the oppor-
tunity of a bit of gamesman-
ship with some part-time
soldiers.

They really enjoved their
roles as snipers until, that is,
they were captured, searched
and questioned by V Compa-
ny.

“I had no idea the TA sol-
diers would be so professional.
I was really impressed with the
way they handled the situa-
tion,” said SAC Dai Miller,
nursing cuts and bruises

acquired when he was cap-
tured.

“I certainly wouldn’t like to
cross them for real.”

SAC Miller joined the RAF
five years ago after serving
fours years as a regular with
The Royal Regiment of Wales.

By the following morning
there were signs that the famil-
iar Scouse sense of humour
was returning to V Company
who had made camp on the
side of Green Mountain,

Medic LCpl John Mayall
held his by now essential foot
clinic, administering first aid to
a variety of injuries.

Section commanders rallied
their men and set off on recon-
naissance missions. They knew
there would be more attacks
and would have to be prepared.

There was a minor incident
when a couple of “terrorists”
breached camp security. CSgt
Craib was among those seized
by an enthusiastic Sgt Billy
Weir despite his earnest claims

-

of being friend rather than foe.

By late morning, the recce
platoons had returned and set-
tled down to eat from ration
packs. There was an air of
relaxation in the camp as
strategically-placed look-outs,
backed up by trip flares, were
put in place.

Once again it was an ideal
time for an ambush which was
expected at the south end of
the camp. But this time CSgt
Craib planned and launched
his most audacious attack to
test the company’s reactions.

Tension rose briefly when a
trip flare was triggered by a
woman hill walker south of the
camp.

Her explanation was plausi-
ble — until all hell broke out at
the north end.

With machine-guns blazing,
the colour sergeant’s insur-
gents attacked, taking one
hostage for the loss of three of
their own. It later emerged the
walker was an RAF driver.

The set-back hit everyone,
none more so than platoon
commander 2nd Lt Carl
Driscoll, Sgt Billy Weir and the
junior NCOs.

They swore revenge and got
it in a brilliant night attack on
the enemy HQ. Using cloud
cover and hillside mist they got
within 30 metres of their target
before a trip flare exposed

them. By then it was too late.
Within ten minutes V Compa-
ny had restored its pride — and
it hadn’t taken many prisoners.

Cpl John Brooks, perhaps
the most vocal of the section
commanders, had spent more
than a week cajoling, encour-
aging and spurring on his men,

After it was all over, he said:

“The training has been superb.
None of us really expected a
holiday when we came out
here, but 1 think some were
surprised at the intensity of the
training and the realism of the
exercise.

“I think everyone coped very
well. The faint-hearted don’t
last long in this company, but

Above — Cpl John Brooks uses
volcanic lava debris as cover
while keeping watch during
Exercise Turtle Reef

Left — Near miss. Cpl Tom Wad-
dell shows Kgn Billy Cowan
where his shots have landed at
Broken Tooth range

there is more to it than just sta-
mina. The crack, the humour
and the comradeship is bril-
liant.”

Cpl Tony Francis agreed.
“Ascension is not exactly what
1 expected, but it has provided
all of us with excellent training
that we wouldn’t get from a
normal camp. It has been great
fun.”

LCpl Jimmy Cahill, a
member of assault pioneer pla-
toon, joined the TA in 1985.
He is typical of the soldiers
who join V Company. Fiercely
protective of their unique
status — once part of the former
Ist Barttalion, The Liverpool
Scottish — as the only company
in 5/8 Kings to have their own
cap badge, that of the old bat-
talion.

“We love pushing ourselves
to the limit and once it’s all
over we have a good laugh
about how challenging it all
was. I really enjoyed this exer-
cise because I felt I was put
under great pressure and sur-
vived.”
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— / ‘Not quite the

same impact
since they
privatised the
Horse
Guards.”

‘Perhaps it'll give you some idea of future force
levels if | tell you that the next Chief of the Defence
Staff is a major. . .’

AWARD-winning cartoonist Capt Chip Wood
takes a tongue-in-cheek peek into the future
to see how the ever more Cost Effective
Army will function.

Chip, a Royal Engineers officer serving at
Hameln with 35 Engineer Regiment, won a : > DN ales 2
British Association of Industrial Editors { ‘% : P — 2 “’%\‘
award for his Gulf War cartoons published in i ’
Soldier. He hopes to become a full-time illus-
trator and cartoonist when he leaves the
Army later this year.

‘Now, now
General . . .
let's not dis-

' miss the idea
without care-
ful consider-
ation.”

‘My dear chap, of course

‘Of course . . . if the Armoured Corps were a
high-value customer, we would do a better deal.’

‘The band was market-tested and the disc player

there will be replace-
has replaced it. Sign here, please, Guv . . .

nd the Queen’s Flight.’

‘QM said you’'d better find the old screws
because there’s no funding for new ones.’

ments for the Royal Yachta
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A healthy cross-section of cap badges in evide

CLARK GABLE, Pink Floyd
and a man called Bassa.

Full marks to anyone who
can immediately name
the common link.

The answer is Bass-
ingbourn Barracks,
Hertfordshire, loca-
tion of the most geo-
graphically widespread of the
five Army Training Regiments
(ATRs) established in April
1993.

Originally built to house the
RAF in 1938, the sprawling
base was occupied for several
months by the 91st Bomber
Group, United
States Airforce,
from October 1942,

During that time,
Gable and fellow
actor James Stewart
were instructors in
the gunnery wing.

These days, the
only planes seen
regularly over Bass-
ingbourn — named
after the Saxon
who, 1,200 years
ago, settled with his
followers by the
bourn, or stream - are the
model aircraft flown by mem-
bers of one of the 17 civilian
clubs of varying interests which
make use of the site.

Like their counterparts at
the other ATRs at Glencorse,
Lichfield, Pirbright and Win-
chester, recruits undergo a ten-
week Phase One common
military syllabus - covering
18

Report:
Phil Wilcox

Pictures:
Mike Weston

RSM Mike Melnyk,
formerly of 4 Field
Squadron, RE

BASSINGBOURN BARRACKS

everything from weapon train-
ing to first aid and drill — before
going on to further special-to-
Arm training.

Cap badges among
the recruits at Bassing-
bourn cover a wide
spectrum, with repre-
sentatives from the
Royal Engineers, Royal Signals
and infantry regiments from
the Queen’s Division being
trained there.

Limited numbers of recruits
from the Prince of Wales’s
Division and the Royal
Artillery, as well as bandsmen
and the Gibraltar
Regiment have also
recently been taken
on for initial train-
ing at the barracks.

In October, the
first platoon com-
prising ATR Bass-
ingbourn’s new
multi-capbadged D
Squadron marched
through the gates.

*The junior
NCOs here have
the same enthusi-
asm, dedication
and professionalism required
of any instructor,” said WO1
(RSM) Mike Melnyck RE,
who had the distinction of
becoming the first non-
infantry RSM at the barracks
when he took over in May.

A former training NCO at
Southwood Camp, Cove and
at Minley, he therefore has
first-hand knowledge of work-

nce outside the barracks

FY Y

Rehabilitation training on the jogging machine for
Pte Adrian Dyer, Royal Gibraltar Regiment. PTI SSgt

Sue Smith gives encouragement

Training to the

Sgt George Jay RRF givés Albuhera
1 Platoon a few lessons in drill

ing with recruits. “The routine
is hard, with long hours and a
great deal of weekend work,”
the RSM pointed out.

“A typical day can start with
a room inspection at 0700 and
end with kit preparation until
lights out at 2300.”

As with the other Army
Training Regiments, standards
are maintained by validation

tests at regular intervals.

Failure of a critical test
involves the recruit facing a re-
test, with any further failure
leading to remedial training or
re-training with another pla-
toon or troop.

“The remedial side here has
come a long way since the regi-
ment was set up,” said WO2
(QMSI) Steve Lancashire,

speaking in the enormous
hangar which houses Bassing-
bourn’s gymnasium.

“Needs have been recog-
nised and posts have been
filled, but we are still expand-
ing.”

By the middle of this year,
the gym will have undergone a
substantial transformation,
making its vast main area and

side-rooms more suitable for
simultaneous use.

“We can train 200 recruits in
here,” said WO2 Lancashire,
“in four sections of 50 if neces-
sary. And, with a capacity for
an additional three lessons out-
side, we could potentially be
seeing 350 recruits here at
once.”

Bassingbourn’s  multi-cap

Above - Gore blimey: Pte Neil Brace gives some treatment to realis-

tic casualty Pte Mark Stevens — both are members of Quebec Pla-
toon - during first aid training lesson from Sgt Keith Williams, PWRR

Left — A section attack by 4 Troop on an enemy position during the
course’s Exercise Night Hawk at the ATR Bassingbourn’s training

area at Yardley Chase, Northampton

badge remedial platoon has a
remarkably high success rate,
according to the regiment’s
2iC, Maj Simon Davies.

Its three sections — physical
development, rehabilitation
and military training — sup-
ported by physiotherapists,
remedial instructors and a
doctor — can boast an 80 per
cent return to mainstream
training by recruits.

“When one of the youngsters
gets taken out of training due
to injury it’s a terrific blow to
their morale,” said Maj Davies.

“It’s a lifetime low to them —
they’ve never failed before, and
suddenly they find themselves
in the remedial platoon. From
there on in it’s down to good
leadership and proper train-
ing.”

The barracks themselves
have undergone considerable
development over the past two
years or so.

“All the training platoons
and troops are housed in
recently refurbished or com-
paratively new buildings and

® Turn to next page
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Members of ATR Bassing-
bourn’s recently-formed Delta
Training Squadron, fronted by
its OC, Maj lan Redwood, Royal
Engineers, line up for the
camera.

The squadron has been set
up with two troops of Engineers
(Whisky Troop and X Ray
Troop), one troop of Signals
(Yankee Troop) and an Infantry
platoon (Korea Platoon).

Also contained within the
squadron is Gallipoli Platoon,
the regiment's remedial pla-
toon, which has the vital role of
ensuring that recruits who are
injured or have difficulty with
training are brought up to stan-
dard and returned to main-
stream training as quickly as
possible.

Delta Squadron is currently
the only mixed corps/regimen-
tal training squadron within the
five Army Training Regiments.

Since its formation on Octo-
ber 1 it has rapidly grown in
size, with Gallipoli Platoon up

To the manner

® From Page 19
we have a good set of ranges —
with an automatic marking
system — and a small arms
trainer,” said Maj Davies.

One of the few discernible
differences between ATR
Bassingbourne and, for exam-
ple, Glencorse, is that the
change-around between
lessons has to be programmed
in - simply because of the sheer
size of the place.

The old airfield, home at one
time to the famous Memphis
Belle, has a ski slope, golf
course and two man-made
fishing lakes within its bound-
aries,

Two youthful recruits, into
the second week of their
course, had found that the reg-
iment was every bit as tough as
they had expected.

“It’s hard work, and it’s
mentally and physically chal-
lenging, but it’s fine” said one.

His fellow squaddie, a
bandsman, said: “It’s not too
bad. The instructors are tough,
and sometimes bite your head
off, but that’s to be expected.”

In a few weeks’ time, with
any luck, they would join the

20

Picture: ATR Bassingbourn

and running and Whisky Troop
{raining alongside a platoon of
Queen’s Division recruits in
Korea Platoon.

With many more recruits join-

hundreds of successful recruits
who have so far passed out
from ATR Bassingbourn.

As RSM Melnyk said: “A
large Army exhibition for thou-
sands of children is held regu-
larly on the airfield over a
period of three days.

ing at the start of this year and
its mixed cap badge cosmopoli-
tan outlook, it looks as though
Delta Squadron — whose 2iC is
Capt John Bisseru PWRR, and

“More than 20 years ago,
when Bassingbourn was a
recruit training establishment
for The Queen’s Regiment,
The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers and The Royal
Anglian Regiment, I was one of
those schoolchildren.”

o

whose SSM, WO2 Dave Whit-
taker is in the Royal Signals —
has an interesting and reward-
ing time ahead, says Maj Red-
wood.

ourn

And the Pink Floyd connec-
tion? Along with other megas-
tars such as Phil Collins, the
pop group has been known to
hire one of Bassingbourn’s cav-
ernous hangars to try out
gigantic stage effects before
taking them on the road...

Spr Candido Channel shows off
the new National Vocational
Qualification (NVQ) Level One
certificate which he and fellow
ATR Bassingbourn recruits (front
to back) Sprs Kevin Thomas,
Paul Miles and Ben Smith, Pte
Barry Sims, Fus Mike Taylor and
Ptes Mike Walton and Sean
Mason were among the first in
the country to receive. Presenta-
tion of the new certificates — at
the recruits’ passing-out parade
- is the fruition of a “consider-
able amount of work” to have the
Public Service (Armed Services)
NVQ scheme implemented, says
the MoD'’s Initial Training Group.

Every recruit joining the Army
is now offered the opportunity to
get a foot on the NVQ ladder
before leaving Phase 1 training,
and the NVQ qualification is
recognition of their hard work
and training. Two platoons
passed out at the parade, and 90
per cent of the recruits are on the
scheme.



Naafi ‘soldiers’ get taste of Army life on Op Grapple

A SIX-strong Naafi team has
been

supporting Operation

Grapple 5 as part of 3 Close
Support Regiment, RLC in

Sgt Helen O’Neill and Cpls
Mandy Rigby, Roy Bell, Stef
Glowienko and Fred Merrin-
ton are serving in the Expedi-

Naafi’s military wing. All six
are civihans who have under-
gone basic - military training
and who bear military rank
until their tour ends.

Main customers at their two
shops are British, although
Norwegians, Canadians, Mal-
aysians, Kenyans and other

tionary Force Institutes - nationalities also drop in.

Croatia. Capt Tom Lafferty,

(

Supplies

- on
the hoof

RESOURCEFUL soldiers
from the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Gloucestershire,
Berkshire and Wiltshire
Regiment have been over-
coming a fuel blockade of
their Gorazde enclave by
using mules to supply their
observation posts.

“The first runs were very
successful, as well as being
quite a novel way of soldier-
ing,” said Capt David
Brown.

“We have made some white
saddlecloths for them, so
that they even look like UN
mules.”

British troops plan to send
the two mules - named
Alexandria and Ferozeshah
after the regiment’s battle
honours - about four times
a week to UN observation
posts in the mountains, pro-
viding a slow but reliable
supply line for items such
as radio batteries and food.

This is not the first time
that the 325 soldiers from
the battalion have shown a
touch of ingenuity during
their stint in Bosnia.

They have already con-
structed a water-wheel on
the River Drina, also painted

Sappers from 23 Fd Sqn, normally based in Hameln, repair Stari Bila school in central Bosnia

Class act helps
Bosnian children i
back to school

TROOPS of the Household
Cavalry Regiment, normally
based in Windsor, found
themselves acting as Good
Samaritans when they deliv-
ered school packs to Bosnian
children eager to re-start their
education.

“Each troop is responsible
for three or four towns and vil-
lages,” said troop leader Lt
Simon Sporborg.

Based at Gornji Vakuf, the
troops take a genuine interest,
chatting to the villagers to
find out how well the services
such as electricity and water
are working in areas hit by the
conflict.

Farren Drury’s C Company, 1
RGBW, renovated the small,
two-classroom building which
serves six surrounding villages.

Over a period of two weeks,
the soldiers helped local people
to weather-proof and re-deco-
rate it.

Team member Lt Matt Way
said: “Before we got to that
stage, there was quite a bit of
rubbish to be removed.

“We had to fix windows and
walls, which were in a bad
state. There were big holes, a
lot of damp and much of the
place had to be knocked away
completely.”

By begging, borrowing or

gutted a building in
Stari Bila at Vitez,
ready to refurbish it
as a school.

Led by Cpl
Damien Jones, a sec-
tion from Hameln-
f based 29 Field
Squadron RE blitzed
the place, painted the
walls and installed
carpets. Villagers
pounced on every bit
of rotten timber dis-
carded by the work-
men. As firewood, even it has a
value in this battle-weary com-
munity.

Sappers in Bosnia are brac-

agencies, the sol-
diers distributed
school kits contain-
ing books, pencils,
rulers and rubbers
from their heavily-
loaded Scimitars.

They were subse-
quently invited to K
the home of a grate-
ful family to share
lunch.

Also helping chil-
dren in Bosnia to
continue their dis-
rupted schooling are members
of the Royal Engineers, The
Royal Highland Fusiliers and,
in a separate project, The

Troop leader Lt Simon
Sporborg, Household
Cavalry Regiment

and Gracac,

Two such villages are Lug
where schools
were short of basic teaching

materials.

Backed by American aid

Royal Gloucestershire, Berk-
shire and Wiltshire Regiment.
In a joint venture with local
contractors, eight sappers and
the newly-arrived fusiliers

ing themselves for winter tasks
such as clearing snow and
repairing roads.

In Ozdak, near Bugojno in
central Bosnia, men from Maj

stealing supplies, the soldiers
obtained tables, chairs and a
blackboard for the school,
which caters for 100 children
aged between eight and 12.
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THE AS90s of 1 and 3 Regi-
ments, Royal Horse Artillery
provided an awe-inspiring
spectacle on Salisbury Plain on
December 9.

Formed up almost track to
track, the 32 deployed guns
covered an area which could
have been occupied by a bat-
tery in a tactical
environment,
writes Gordon
Skilling.

The guns were
taking part in a
demonstration of
their accuracy by
bombarding an area
close to an observa-
tion post from where Com-
mander 3 (UK) Division, Maj
Gen Mike Jackson, and his
Commander Royal Artillery,
Brig Mike Raworth, were
watching.

Exercise Iron Tempest was
Brig Raworth’s live firing exer-
cise for the year and the culmi-
nation of both regiments’ own
live firing exercises before the
divisional concentration.

It started with a one-day
command post exercise, fol-
lowed by a bombard observa-
tion post exercise and the main
tactical phase.

Both AS90

regiments

deployed their four batteries
but only four of their six guns.
In war they would each have
eight guns.

This was the first time the
regiments had fired together: 1
RHA received its new guns in
autumn 1993 and 3 RHA in
July 1994. It was an awesome
sight.

The AS90 is the
Rolls Royce of gun-
nery and will see the
Royal Artillery well
into the next centu-
ry, said Lt Edmund
McMahon Turner,
command post offi-
cer of C Battery, 3
RHA. The speed of the guns
across ground and into action
particularly impresses him.

“With the 105mm and
FH70 you had people running
round the back and pushing
things about, but with AS90
you can stop on a peg and two

minutes later you can be
firing,” he said.
Because AS90 “knows”

electronically where it is to
within a metre, gunners can
drive to their locations without
being surveyed in.

The new guns can, there-
fore, be widely dispersed and
controlled from a command

AS90s as they fire fo

r effect on Salisbury Plain

1

Pictures: Mike Perring

post located miles away, great-
ly reducing the threat of
counter battery fire.

As well as the neat gun lines,
another peacetime feature was
the presence of safety officers.
WO2 Karl Britton used a
safety protractor to check the
elevation of the barrels to con-
firm that rounds would land in
a safe area.

“We check right and left of
the arc by taking a compass
shot of the barrel which we
relate to a safety fan box on a
map which shows the known
boundaries,” he said.

Use of digital information
and a laser to indicate targets
eliminated the human error
possible when someone
equipped with a pair of binocu-

Most AS90 ammuniion used in training is the American-made M107

lars and a map relays informa-
tion to guns directed onto their
positions by hand.

A choice of ammunition is
available to AS90: the new
British-made L15, which is
long and slender, and the
shorter American M107. Both
weigh 96lb but the more
expensive British system is
more effective because it
breaks into smaller fragments.
The cheaper M107 is used for
the majority of training.

The exercise was gratifying
for Maj Ken Saward, training
officer for 3 RHA. Ammuni-
tion was always at a premium
and the great advantage of the
deployment was a considerable
level of realistic firing at high
rates.
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Two 1942 artist’'s mock-ups, almost three years before the real thing |

LIMITEL

COPIES of the first distributed issue of
Soldier, dated March 19, 1945, are now
collector’s items — especially those in good
condition.

But there is one other edition of the mag-
azine which, 50 years on, is even more of a
rarity.

In February 1945 the embryo Soldier
team in Brussels produced a dummy — a
mock-up of the kind produced by all news-
paper and magazine publishers when they
are launching or re-launching a title.

Scissors-and-paste mock-ups of a
twopenny weekly magazine bearing the
title Soldier — The Army Illustrated — had
been produced before. Copies exist bearing
the dates May 8 and May 15, 1942.

But the February 1945 version of the
proposed fortnightly was actually printed,
bearing a white-on-red reversed title block
in the top left-hand corner not unlike those
of popular pictorial magazines such as Pic-
ture Post.

The white-on-red rectangular title block
was not retained when the first edition
proper ran off the presses the following
month.

In a December 1945 letter to the original
staff, who were by then preparing for
24

demob, Soldier’s founder editor-in-chief,
Col Sean Fielding, described how the mag-
azine was brought into being on behalf of
21 Army Group under the sponsorship of
Army Welfare Services. The troops of the
British Liberation Army in Europe (BLA)
formed its initial target readership.

“Soldier  maga-
zine was originally
conceived by me
(with FACT as its
title) in 1941-42
while I was serving
in the Western
Desert,” he wrote.

“That conception
was put into
‘dummy’ form by (Lt Col) Youngman
Carter and me (Peter Ender doing a good
deal of the donkey-work) in Baghdad and
Cairo in 1943.

“The ‘dummy’ was brought home to
England in January 1944 and I hawked it
around the War Office but found no takers
until December 1944 when Col Archie
Chisholm (the head of AWS 3) was told to
produce a plan for an Army magazine for
BLA.

“He was urged on by the Adjutant Gen-

eral, Sir Ronald Adam, who had consis-
tently pushed Army newspapers and maga-
zines on a high level. The project was
finally agreed by Fd Marshal Montgomery,
extra staff was grafted on to AWS 3 and we
set up a small BLA establishment centred
in Brussels.
“The title Soldier
was taken from a
similar  project
which had also
been planned
years before in
the War Office by
A E Williams of
ABCA and Maj
Gen Harry Willans, then Director of Army
Welfare, and which was shelved for various
reasons.”
In that last paragraph lies the clue to the
1942 mock-ups held in Soldier’s archives.
Much of the content of the printed
dummy was retained for the first edition
proper, including the front-cover photo of
an airborne soldier, news from home, gen-
eral and military features, and an extract
from the autobiography of Arsenal and
England football hero Eddie Hapgood.
There was also a selection of titbits from

| Yowrs

the British Army news-
papers Union Fack
(Italy), SEAC, Tripoli
Times, Parade (Middle
East), Trunk Call
(Persia and Iraq Com-
mand), Gen (Middle
East), Contact (India)
and Eighth Army
News.

“Camera Round
Up” included pictures
of Montgomery pinning the VC ribbon on
Sgt G H Earley MM and of the Arsenal and
England full-back Cpl Leslie Compton
drying his socks outside his Army dug-out.

Page 15 of the dummy was graced by a
leggy picture of Joan Kent, the first of a
long line of Soldier pin-ups (a role taken up
by an even leggier Ida Lupino for the first
edition).

A few introductory paragraphs on the
dummy’s front cover, destined to be
replaced by a message from Monty himself
for issue number one, explain why the mag-
azine came into being:

“There is little need for us to say, in so
many words, who and what we are; better
that you should be the judge of those mat-

Dog-eared syryj
on-red

5: oL 1.N1 -FEB 19&5-FORTNIGHTI.Y

b“""“ that famity,
- We give you SOLDIER maga.
_‘wn. write to s, s

- MAGAZINE 8

£

ters when you have read Soldjer
magazine.

“It might not be a bad thing, however, if
we said WHY we have gone into produc-
tion. It is simple enough.

“We believe that the soldier wants and
requires his own platform and that this
cannot be made available in any other way.

“We believe he needs that platform so
that facts as he knows them and facts as
they are likely to aff>ct him, may be stated
thereon.

“So Soldier magazine comes to life —
not, it may be added, entirely without
background or pedigree.

“It comes of a family now numbering 23

SOLDIER 5
MAGAZINE '\
YEARS ON

.

major Army periodicals and newspapers of
one sort or another published in almost
every country where the British soldier
serves; and it is largely produced by sol-
diers who have founded, edited, written
for, printed or otherwise helped to produce
that family.

“We give you Soldier magazine. Read it,
write to it. It is yours.”

Of that family of 23, Soldier, magazine of
the British Army worldwide, is the lone
survivor — 50 years on.

@ Staff from the early years who have lost
touch are asked to contact the Soldier
office.
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Above - Plain sailing: soldiers enjoy the adventurous training phase

of Exercise Native Trail

Right — Ptes Chris Davies (left) and Guy Colville enjoy a break in

training at the basic jungle school
26

Pte Ben Johnson (left)

Lancas

-

take to life in the jungle

and Pte Kelvin Stacey mountaineering, skiing and canoeing, and represents the battalion at football,
tennis, golf, volleyball and cross country

hire lads t
the jungle

GIANT tarantulas, a liberal
supply of mosquitoes and falling
coconuts formed part of the daily
lives of men from the 1st Bartal-
ion, The Queen’s Lancashire
Regiment, as they launched a new
training programme in the jun-
gles of Belize.

Following the closure of Belize
Garrison and the handover to the
Belizean Defence Force, the
British Army was keen not to lose
valuable jungle training facilities
in the country.

So 150 men from the Tid-
worth-based Queen’s Lancashire
Regiment were deployed for a
tough new six-week training exer-
cise code-named Native Trail.

The exercise consists of four
phases — jungle warfare training at
basic and advanced levels; a live-
firing exercise in which soldiers
practise fire-and-movement skills
in deep jungle; and a variety of
adventurous training activities
such as windsurfing, caving, sea
canoeing and scuba diving.

Lessons learned in the earlier
stages are put to the test during
manoeuvres involving the whole
company.

Company commander Maj
Adam Shorrock commented:
“Jungle training is necessary to
keep valuable skills within the
Army.

“The jungle can be an unfor-

giving place and an alien environ-
ment to many of our young sol-
diers. You tend to learn a great
deal about yourself when con-
fronted by some of the scenarios
that this training provides.”
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Above — Maj Adam Shorrock wades through a river on his way to the

advanced jungle school, a five-mile walk into the Maya Mountains

Left — Totally tropical: Pte Martyn Buckley samples local produce

= s e

Pte Alister Holyock (left) and Pte Bobby Eaton prepare to make their first dives
after being awarded British Sub-Aqua Club novice diver certificates. They

were diving on the Caribbean barrier reef, the second biggest in the world
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Rosie outlook

AFTER a hectic summer
working with youth groups
from East Anglia in the hills of
England and Wales, Capt
Rosie Fannin, OC 160 Army
Youth Team, decided to give
team members a well-earned
break.

Exercise Lucky Ebor gave
the instructors a chance to
polish their personal adventure
training skills in a challenging
environment — the west coast
of Canada.

The expedition was split into
three phases, a trek into
Garibaldi National Park, north
of Vancouver, to climb Black
Tusk, the highest peak in the
region; sea kayaking among the
rocky Broken Islands in the
Pacific; and the ascent of
Mount Temple, the second-
highest peak in the southern
Rockies.

Good weather held as the
28

team made a bid for the
summit of Black Tusk, but by
the time they reached Clarke
Island, a three-hour ferry ride
from Vancouver, heavy cloud
had built up ominously over
the whole region.

Although the next two days
were the wettest of the
summer, the group got in a few
hours of paddling and were
rewarded with a close view of a
colony of sea lions.

When they reached Mount
Temple in the Valley of the Ten
Peaks near Lake ILouis the
summit was hidden by thick
cloud, and there was fresh
snow on the peak so it was
decided to climb Eiffel Peak —
slightly lower at 10,500ft, but
free of snow and cloud.

Eiffel Peak was not the softer
option the team had expected,
and almost every member felt
the effects of altitude.

A PARTY of ten men and two
women Territorial Army sol-
diers from Lancaster-based
4th Battalion, The King’s Own
Royal Border Regiment suc-
cessfully completed two of
Canada’s toughest climbs and
explored parts of its most chal-
lenging river.

They scaled the heights of
Mount Edith Cavell (over
10,000ft) and Mount Colin in
snowstorms and sub-zero
weather conditions, and navi-
gated rivers and lakes by canoe
in Jasper and Robinson
National Parks, frequently
travelling more than 20 miles a

SARDINIAN SAGA

D SQUADRON,

Queen’s Royal Lancers, sent
an officer, a lance corporal and
six troopers for two weeks
trekking and rock-climbing in
Sardinia.

After a two-day overland
haul to the island from
Osnabriick, they were met by
the staff of the British Expedi-
tion Base just outside Cagliari
and given climbing equip-
ment, maps, a guide and a
safari Land Rover.

Once mobile, the group
went to three main climbing
areas — Arbatax, with its red

rocks which disappear out to
sea, Villasimius, with a large
area of many bolted climbs on
granite, and the white chalky
cliffs known as the Devil’s
Saddle to the south west of
Cagliari.

Each of the areas had its
own character and varied type
of rock, requiring different
techniques.

The men also trekked
around the island of San Anto-
nio, returning to the base for
two days of rest and recupera-
tion before flying back to Ger-
many by Hercules.

ADVENTUROUS

TRAINING

Howards set the seal on vital mission

SOLDIERS from the 1st Bat-
talion, The Green Howards
are training a team of 20 young
men and women from schools
and the local community in the
north east of England for a
unique expedition in Siberia.
Using All Terrain Vehicles

(ATVs), the exploration team
will travel to Siberia between
mid-March and early May, at
the request of the Russian
Academy of Sciences, in an
attempt to complete the first
scientific survey of the Nerpa
seal of Lake Baikal.

Inspired by the memory of
the late King Olav of Norway
(the regiment’s principal
patron), the participants will
race against time, moving from
the south of the frozen lake to
its northern extremities using
12 Honda ATVs. The young

day loaded with survival equip-
ment.

Expedition leader Maj Ru
Watkins said: “ Achieving all
that we have done in an envi-
ronment that is 100 per cent
hostile and totally alien to
Europeans can only be classi-
fied as an outstanding achieve-
ment. The team pulled
together magnificently.”

Cumbrian canoeists: Pictured in the Lake District
are men from the Gurkha Demonstration Compa-
ny of the NCOs’ tactical wing, Brecon, who were
taking part in an adventure training exercise.
Although not quite the size of Annapurna or

Machhapuchre, Scafell Peak’s 3,206ft provided a
worthwhile goal for the hill-walking phase.

Rfn Dilbahadur Pun (1 RGR) won the orienteer-
ing competition with his section commander Cpl
Kesharsing Rana (also 1 RGR).

SAPPERS REACH
REAL HEIGHTS

SEVEN members of 3 RSME
Regiment RE spent six weeks
on a high altitude moun-
taineering training expedition
to the Cordillera Real moun-
tain range in Bolivia.

A week-long stay in La Paz,
the Bolivian capital (3,680m)
helped the group to acclima-

tise. As part of their progres-
sive conditioning and
acclimatisation, the sappers
made treks on the Taquesi and
Chorro trails.

As the third week began, so
did the real work.

The first summit attempt,
Huyana Potosi, was an experi-
ence in itself. Ascent from high
camp at 5,400m to the 6,088m
summit took five exhausting
hours, with the team knowing
all too well that their next
ascent, Mt Illimani, would be
even harder.

Everything to be seen in
Bolivia was immense, from the
rise of the high mountain
ranges to the flat plain of the
Altiplano. The combination of
high mountains and old-fash-
ioned towns helped to make a
hard and satisfying expedition
a thoroughly enjoyable trip.

The sappers were accompa-
nied by SSgt (SI) Matt Chap-
ple APTC.

explorers will be constantly
racing the thaw north, search-
ing in the lake’s ice compres-
sions for the birth lairs of
Nerpa seals, which have been
threatened with extinction by
culling and disease.

Some funding will come
from the regiment, and the
Armed Forces will assist with
grants, but a substantial
amount will be needed from
sponsorship or donations.

Medics
prove
they are
tough
diamonds

A SIX-man team from
Osnabriick-based 2 Armoured
Field Ambulance RAMC
trekked * through Norway’s
North Jotunheim region on
Exercise Aesculapian Dia-
mond.

While this provided them
with a great deal of flexibility, it
did require them to carry loads
of around 60lb, mainly taken
up with dried rations.

The group, led by WOI
(RSM) Bell, left Oslo by bus
for a seven-hour journey north
to the mountains of central
Norway’s Jotenheim (Land of
the Giants) region.

Their ascent of the 8,100ft
Gladhoppiggen, the highest
mountain in Norway was
thwarted at 7,800ft when
cloud engulfed the mountain
and visibility dropped to 20ft.

For the next couple of days,
the group trekked in a south-
easterly direction, each day
consisting of about five to six
hours walking.

The final few days were
spent walking and climbing
along the side of Lake Gjenda
before they reached Gjen-
desheim to board the bus for
the return trip to Oslo.

It had been hard and chal-
lenging, but rewarding for Ptes
Andy Emms, “DJ” John and
Jamie Rosie (all RAMC) and
Ptes Arran Crabtree, AGC
(SPS) and Sam Hutchins,
REG:
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Army’s help in
Bosnia vital to
charity body

THANK vyou for reporting on
the work of Feed the Children
(December 12 issue). We are
the leading aid agency working
in central Bosnia concentrat-
ing on the needs of children.

We are caring for more than
85,000 and are also working in
the Bihac area.

Our operation in Bosnia
could not succeed without the
tremendous support of the
British Forces serving with
UNPROFOR. On many occa-
sions our team has had to share
with the Army the danger of
getting aid through to where it
was most needed.

There is no doubt that many
children today owe their lives
to these joint endeavours.

At Vitez, Gorni Vakuf and
Bugojno our aid workers have
received the utmost assistance
from the bases, often including
protection from hostile fire. We
are very grateful.

If any of your readers would
like to help us continue the

work, donations may be sent to
the address below. - Jon
Scourse, Feed the Children,
82 Caversham Road, Read-
ing, Berks RG1 S8AE.

Young who
went to war

MR ALF Blake states that no
men were sent into action
before the age of 19 (Letters,
September 5).

I did 17 weeks of training at
3 ITC, Bury St Edmunds and,
at the age of 18'/2, was drafted
to 1st Bn, Worcestershire Regt
in the British Liberation Army.

If Mr Blake visited cemeter-
ies in Holland, the Reichwald
Forest, and on into Germany,
he would find that most of the
headstones bear the names of
infantry soldiers of 18 years of
age, as one was lucky to survive
very long in those conditions. —
W J Palmer, Flitwick, Beds.

‘Purity’ of military
tattoos is a myth

I WAS surprised to read Mr
Macleod’s comments (Soldier,
November 14) about the lack
of “purity” in the 1994 Edin-
burgh Tattoo based on the
appearance of Royal Air Force
bands, whose standards are
not questioned. I think he is on
shaky ground trying to link
“tartoo” with the Army.

When the great Aldershot
Tattoo started in 1919, Alder-
shot Command had 20 battal-
ions of infantry, each with its
own band and corps of drums.
The cast of 5,000 performers
did not need to call on the
Royal Navy, the RAF (then in
its infancy), or civilian bodies.

But Southern Command at
Tidworth only had nine or ten
battalions (3rd Infantry Divi-
sion), though still managing to
turn out massed bands 1,000-
strong at the rival Tidworth
Tarroos. However, they did use

the RAF in 1938 (the last pre-
war Tidworth Tattoo) for a PT
display by No 2 RAF Depot,
Cardington.

The Royal Navy (with mast-
manning) and the Royal
Marines, as well as the RAF,
kept a firm foothold in post-
war tattoos.

Whether civilian bodies such
as the Edinburgh Fire Brigade
and US university bands
should appear is another
matter.

The Army can be rightly
concerned that the time-hon-
oured military tattoo, which is
and should be an impressive
shop-window for the Army,
does not degenerate into a
circus-cum-carnival parade.

But I would say welcome to
the Royal Marines and the RA
bands. — W A Ewbank,
Taylor University, Upland,
Indiana, USA.
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rapple soldier’s
message of peace

THE following letter was forward-
ed to Soldier by Maj Ged Argyle,
OC British Supply Squadron RLC
based at Split in Croatia.

He had, he says, been looking
for inspiration for a Christmas
message for his soldiers based
throughout the theatre, when he
was “somewhat upstaged” by the
following words, written by Pte
Phil Packer, one of his least expe-
rienced men.

Maj Argyle feels its sentiments
“are mirrored by many of us here
regardless of race, religion or
creed”, and the letter itself is
indicative of the quality, profes-
sionalism and humanity of the
British soldier.

AFTER some time spent in
theatre, one seems to become
accustomed to the devastation,
destruction and overall unhap-
piness that fills Bosnia, from
Mostar to Gorazde. The strain
on the innocent people here is
considerable. The reception
from the inhabitants of the
many towns and villages differs
considerably, some more hos-
tile to us than others.

I personally have found dis-
turbing the grief-stricken faces

of the children who line the
routes “up country”. Nobody
deserves to live as these people
do, and on the return of this
tour, when we are settling
down with our families and
loved ones, I wonder if any of
us will remember that there are
still thousands of homeless and
scared people continuing to
live unhappy lives without the
comforts and necessities we all
take for granted.

It’s hard to imagine the three
factions once lived together in
harmony, and in such a short
space of time learned to
despise each other with a
hatred that some of us could
not even begin to contemplate
in our own country.

In Kiseljak the atmosphere is
very warm and friendly. Here
the British, Canadian, French
and Malaysians live under one
roof. This being my first tour,
not only have my opinions
changed, bur also my respect
for other nationalities.

I wish I could converse more
easily, but with only four
months left, and five languages

to learn, it will not be easy!

I work in a six-man, one-
woman team, which is more
like a family, all ranks helping
you along, supporting you and
making sure you are coping.

Sometimes, being new in the
Army, I’ve felt scared and per-
haps a little embarrassed to ask
if I’'m unsure or simply don’t
know something, but here I
have no problem asking any-
thing I need to know.

When I return home, it will
be with a more mature atti-
tude, a new respect for the
Army, and my values towards
others and material objects, I
think, will have changed for the
better.

One thing I know I won’t be
able to answer is why this con-
flict ever came to the state it is
in now, and why the helpless
should have to suffer.

I have also learned how
strong the beliefs of religion are
to the Croatian, Serbian and
Muslim people . . . and that the
only solution is peace. — Pte
Phil Packer, IRG Section,
Kiseljak.

Missing head
RE Mr Stevens’s letter (Nov
28) about making the RBL
medal official, do not all offi-
cial medals have to have the
Queen’s head on the obverse?
It could not qualify.

I don’t agree with all the
commemorative medals on
sale. Anyone can buy them. At
least with the RBL one some

money goes to help ex-Service
people. — M Hill, Woolwich.

Bulge medal?

I FEEL a medal should have
been given for the Ardennes
(Battle of the Bulge), 1944-45.

This was a very important
battle because if the Germans
had not been stopped they
would probably have reached
Antwerp and prolonged the
war — with the resultant loss of
men and materials. - ] B Shaw
(ex-29 Armd Bde), Lincoln.

Pension poser

I RECEIVE three pensions,
including my military pension.
A married couple who serve 22
years in the Armed Forces
could evenrually retire with six
pensions. between them — two
each from the Services, their,
second careers, and the State
old age pension. There must
be a simpler way. — R] Shears
(ex-RASC), Leicester.

O-va and out

1 HAVE been interested in the
phonetic alphabet and wireless
telegraphy procedure corre-
spondence featured in Soldier.
I quote from our Operator
Wireless/Line course at 5
Operator Training Battalion,
Royal Corps of Signals, at
Slaithwaite in 1942, the follow-
ing signals in the Morse code:
AR - End of transmission;
VA — Off, end of transmission.
Nothing further for you; K —
Go on; Q — Wait; R — Received
your last transmission or mes-
sage. — Alec Morgan, Bucks.

Headley maxim

AS a former inmate of Headley
Court, I was delighted to read
the excellent article in your
January 9 issue. It reminded
me how much I owed to
Headley Court.

In my room there was anoth-
er typed maxim: “You can be
sorry for anyone else but NOT
for yourself”. True words
indeed. — Brig (Retd) Birdie
Smith, Devon.

31



Review gives single parents new status

SINGLE parents in the
Armed Forces are being
offered the same entitle-
ments as other lone par-
ents with effect from
January 1.

Announcing the new
measures in Parliament,
Armed Forces Minister

Nicholas Soames said
they would place single
parents who wished to
remain in the Service in a
better position to meet
Service commitments and
parental responsibilities.
“My department's rev-
iew of the status of single

Children to
have more
flight choices

GERMANY-based  chil-
dren at boarding schools
in the United Kingdom will
have a more convenient
air service from the Easter
holiday — thanks to parent
power.

MoD D Log Ops (RAF),
responding to parental
demand for greater choice
between the UK and Ger-
many, are to introduce an
option of travel between
domestic airports using
scheduled flights to com-
plement the MaD charter
trooping flights out of
Stansted Airport.

The contract has been
awarded to British Air-
ways, whose new service
will allow parents to
choose the airport closest
to their child’s school,
improving  accessibility
and reducing long, expen-
sive trips to Stansted.

MoD charter flights
from the Essex airport will
remain available for chil-
dren whose schools are
nearby, or for whom the
journey is convenient.

BA flights will be avail-

able from Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Manchester,
Birmingham, Heathrow,

Gatwick and Bristol in the
UK, and Bremen, Ham-
burg, Hanover, Dussel-
dorf, Koln-Bonn and
Frankfurt in Germany.
Army and RAF centres
at JHQ Rheindahlen will
continue to process book-
ings, while BA will extend
its Skyflyer service from
check-in to arrival and
hand-over to parents or
escorts. Parents will be

Frying soon

TROOPS serving at JHQ
Rheindahlen and RAF
Bruggen will be able to
enjoy ftraditional British
fish and chips when Naafi
opens “chippies” in two of
its clubs later this year.
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responsible for arrange-
ments to convey and col-
lect children from airports.

BA is to extend its spe-
cial MoD SCV fares to
parents who wish to fly
with their children outside
the MoD-funded main hol-
idays, such as half-term
and exeats.

These fares will be
available for children up to
18 in full-time education in
the UK. From 19 to 25
years, a reduced youth
fare will also be available.

Parents can book
flights through the MoD
Leisure Flights hotline on
041-226 4321.

parents serving in the
Armed Forces is now
complete,” said My
Soames. “Its purpose has
been to consider, against
the background of chang-
ing social trends, whether
the entitlement to Service
families’ accommodation

and other related
allowances, which cur-
rently applies only 1o mar-
ried personnel and to lone
parents whose marriages
have ended in bereave-
ment, divorce or separa-
tion, should be extended
to single parents.”

He said that while the
Armed Forces attached
great importance to the
place of marriage and the
family, the review had
concluded that single par-
ents should be eligible for
the same entitlements as
lone parents.

QLR wives have a smashing tlme

BEFORE D (5th Lancers) Squadron of
The Queen’s Royal Lancers deployed
from Osnabriick to Cyprus on a six-
month UN tour, their wives cajoled
squadron leader Maj David Eadie into
organising a weekend for them. The full
assets of the squadron were utilised,
with Lt Nick Lewis, attached from 1

Coldm Gdes, instructing on drill and the
fitters putting on a crane competition.
Other activities included paintballing,
shooting with rifle and pistol, first aid,
fieldcraft and a night exercise. Sandra
Compas (above) won the chance to
drive a Challenger tank over an old car,
the highlight of a superb weekend.

-~

THE Services Home
Saving Scheme was
launched two years ago
amid great publicity.

With an SHS account,
you can save directly
from your pay. When you
have made at least 60
monthly payments and
use your savings and the
interest to buy a house,
MoD will provide an addi-
tional amount, known as
the Home Savings Allow-
ance, towards the pur-
chase.

If you have more than
five years to serve and
are not a home-owner, it
really is a good deal.

If an SHS holder has
saved £4,000 and wants
to buy a home after five
years, he or she will be
given an additional
£1,000 bonus.

Changes to the condi-
tions have been made,
with the minimum month-
ly payment reduced from
£50 to £30 and the quali-
fying age revised to 18.

A number of High

Street options are avail-
able to people who have
less than five years to
serve. Among them are
two operated specially
for Service personnel.

Birmingham Midshires
has two savings
schemes on offer and a
fee-free mortgage, with
the solicitors’ fees
and valuation
charges paid for by
the society.

The N & P dis-
counted mortgage
scheme, taken up
by a number of Ser

a copy locally, contact
JSHAO in Salisbury.
Other news from
JSHAO includes the
MoD Nomination
Scheme, under which
the MoD reserves for
Service leavers units in
surplus accommodation
sold or leased to housing
associations. The
scheme, run by
JSHAD, operates
all over the country.
Applications  are
being taken from
redundees, those

- discharged on med-
vice families, has ical grounds, those
been extended to not extending,

include ex-Service per-
sonnel who apply within
a year of discharge.
® o o
The Joint Service
Housing Advice Office
says about 60 surplus
quarters a month are
advertised through the
discounted price scheme.
Their December bul-
letin had some interest-
ing offers. If you can't find

those leaving at the end
of normal engagements,
irregular occupants and
single parent families.

If you want to know
more, contact JSHAO at
HQ, Old Sarum, Wilts
SP4 6BN.

® o o

Recently | wrote about
the new Queen Elizabeth
Group to be based at
SSAFA Central Office in

London and mentioned
that Jan lllingworth,
SSAFA's Special Needs
Adviser, was building up
a mailing list of people
with an interest in special
needs provision.

When the group is off
the ground it should be a
meeting point for people
with a common aim. Ulti-
mately it would be run by
its members, although in
the early stages it will be
organised from Jan's
desk.

Speaking on Counter-
point, Jan stressed the
mailing list would not be
passed to other agencies
or departments.

If you need a compre-
hensive list of SSAFA's
services ask for Special
Needs - A Guide for Par-
ents, which is due to be
re-issued.

@® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS
radio. Write to her at
BFBS, BFPO 786; or
c/o Soldier.

Mrs Carol Irvine (front) and wives of the 1st Battalion, The King’s Own Scottish Bor-
derers based at Weeton Barracks, Preston, present a cheque for £177 to a Barna-
do’s appeal organiser. They did a sponsored assault course run to raise the money

Early support for
motion on war
widows’ pension

AN EARLY DAY Motion to
pay Britain's war widows a
pension for life and the
widows of Servicemen a
pension of at least half
that of their late husband
has received encouraging
support in the House of
Commons.

The motion, tabled by
MP Alfred Morris on
December 5, is the start of
a battle by ex-Service
organisations, led by the
Officers’ Pensions Society
and the War Widows'
Association of Great
Britain, to correct a situa-
tion widely held to be
unfair.

War widows who
remarry or live with a man
lose their pensions, a
penal constraint that con-
demns many to a life of
loneliness. In 1993, one in
100 war widows under the
age of 50 took the finan-
cial risk of re-marrying.

The other proposais in
the motion are for eligible
Service widows (not just
war widows) to be paid an
occupational pension at
the one half rate rather
than one third; and tor the

widow of a Serviceman
whom she married after
he had left the Armed
Forces to be paid a pen-
sion related to his years of
service.

The Officers’ Pensions
Society found that of 14
comparable schemes
among Britain’s Allies,
eight pay their war widows
pensions for life, while
four of the remaining six
restore the pension auto-
matically on a second
bereavement or divorce.

Tellingly, 84 per cent of
all UK commercial pen-
sion schemes pay widows
pensions for life, regard-
less of change of status.

The widow of a man
who left the Armed Forces
before 1973 receives only
a third of her late hus-
band’s military pension
(as opposed to half after
1973), and most widows
who married Servicemen
after they left the Forces
receive no Forces Family
Pension (FFP) at all.

According to the soci-
ety, not one of the 14 com-
parable Allies pays a
pension of less than 50

per cent of a husband's
pension, and none denies
post-retirement marriage
widows some form of pen-
sion.

For it to have a chance
of success, Mr Morris's
Early Day Motion requires
about 300 signatures.
Eleven days after it had
been tabled, 83 MPs had
put their names to it.

® A 1989 campaign by
the Officers’ Pensions
Society achieved near
equality of pensions for
those widowed before
1973.

Until then, post-1973
widows received substan-
tially more from the MoD
FFP introduced in that year
but not backdated. Pres-
sure on the Government
raised the weekly income
of pre-1973 widows from
£62 to the £140 which
post-'73 war widows were
already receiving.

For further information
on the campaign, contact
the Officers’ Pension Soci-
ety, 68 South Lambeth
Road, Vauxhall, London
SW8 1RL (tel: 0171-820
9988).

How to appeal against DSS rulings

IF you think you have had a raw deal from
the Department of Social Security, read the
new Benefits Agency booklet, How to

Appeal (NI 246).

Another new booklet gives details of
National Insurance contributions, Social

Security benefits and health care available
in Northern Ilreland and Eurape. NI 38 (cuir-
rent from November 1994) details benefits

ranging from attendance, disability living

and invalid care allowances to income sup-
port and statutory maternity pay.

FOR FAMILIES ™
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NATOLOAN Elect is a new finance scheme, based on the
successful 'Options' type scheme in the UK, exclusively
available from Natocars for tax free, tax paid and used car

purchases.

NATOLOAN Elect is designed to enable you to pay less per

month and change your car every 1, 2 or 3 years. Thus, you

‘can afford to buy a better car, carry on changing indefinitely

and enjoy financial security through the exclusive
NATOLOAN free insurances.

NATOLOAN Elect is unique because it is available on all
700+ models in the NATOCARS' range and used cars up to 3
years old, giving a greater choice for the future. Elect also

gives you the option of part exchange.

PHONE NATOLOAN HELPLINE 01278 446787 NOW,
or complete the coupon, and find out just how little you need

to pay each month for your next new car.

Natocars make it eaSiel'

to buy a hetter car with
. | OWer monthly payments

‘\WNATOCARS
A Rewarding Experience

Natocars Ltd., Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset TAG 4DG o Tel. 01278 455555 o Fax 01278 4503926

l Please send me a NATOLOAN Elect finance illustration based on:-

Approx value of new/used (delete) CAr £..urerisnins
To be repaid over 36 / 24 / 12 months.

Anticipated deposit £.....

l Anticipated annual mileage: up to 12,000 miles |:] OR up to 18,000 miles D e 7 & PR ]

| wish to part exchange my car and use all/part as a deposit. | |

| am particularly interested in buying: Make { Model j

|
|
I g |

Tax Free Cars
Tax Paid Cars
Used Cars |
Car Insurance
Car Deposit
Savings FPlan
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H Anticipated delivery date: l
For use in (Country):

| ‘\‘NATOCARS Natocars Ltd., Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset TAG 4DG o Tel, 01278 455555 o Fax 01278 450396 SOL/ELECT |
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Written details on request. All details correct at press date and subject to terms, conditions and status.



All change for the Legion

THE ROYAL British Legion
has unveiled a re-vamped logo
as part of a campaign to pre-
sent a more up-to-date image
as the next century approaches.
With national commemora-
tions of VE and V] Days due to
take place this year, the Legion
is anxious to dispel the percep-
tion that it is an organisation
solely designed to benefit vet-
erans of the two world wars.
“As the anniversary of 50
years of freedom and peace

approaches, the danger is that
people will think we are no
longer needed,” said Lord
Kingsdown, President of The
Royal British Legion Indus-
tries, speaking at the re-launch
in London on January 4.

In 15 years’ time, however,
as people lived longer, the
number requiring practical
assistance is likely to have dou-
bled, he said.

One reason was the increas-
ing number of pension claims,

which the Legion found itself
helping more and more veter-
ans to secure as a right.
“Added to this is the grow-
ing number of people leaving
the Forces today. The average
Serviceman and woman serves
only for a period of four-and-a-
half years, but for those com-
pleting a pensionable career
the retirement age is around
40, Many of those find them-
selves through no fault of their
own jobless and homeless and

not in a position to support
their families.”

There are also men, women
and families who currently
suffer the consequences of
physical and mental injuries as
a result of, for example, the
Falklands campaign or North-
ern Ireland. “We need every-
one in this country, young and
old, to recognise the Legion for
what it is: a contemporary,
caring charity, building for the
future,” he said.

Three-car draw’s a winner for SSAFA

Soldiers join
Argentines
on mountain

A GROUP of 20 British sol-
diers climbed the highest
mountain in the Americas last
month with a contingent from
the Argentine Army.

The soldiers, mainly from
the Household Division, were
on phase five of the Roof of the
Americas expedition.

Objective was the 22,850ft
Mount Aconcagua.

Two Britons reached the
summit - Capt Richard
Gaffney, Welsh Guards, 2iC of
the expedition, and Cpl
Dougie Wilson, REME, based
at the Combined Arms Train-
ing Centre Battle Group LAD,
Warminster.

A NEW commander, a visit
from a sister brigade and a
winter sports competition have
kept Colchester-based 24 Air-
mobile Brigade busy recently.

Germans

t 24 Bde

Brig Robin Brims took over
command from Brig Peter
Grant Peterkin on December
13. One of his last duties was
to host a three-day “Paten-
schaft” visit by 15 German
officers — led by brigade com-
mander Col Bernt Miiller -
from “Oldenburgische” Luft-
landebrigade 31, one of 24
Airmobile’s sister brigades
within the MND (C).

The Gryphons Trophy
winter sports competition,
comprising 11 different sports
run on a league basis for both
major and minor units, was
closely contested by 1 R
Anglian and 3 Regiment AAC,
with the former winning by
one point in the final competi-
tion, the tug-of-war.

SSAFA came up trumps with its
annual Three Car Draw, raising
a record £104,660 towards its
work in the Service community.
It was the first time the draw had
tipped over the £100,000 mark.

Sponsors Mike Perrin of
Natocars and Stuart Dickens of
Land Rover get among the tick-
ets with LWren Writer Jackie
Sissons RN, Sgt Bridget Smed-
ley and FIt Lt Catherine Coton
RAF.

Car winners were K Tebbs of
Falmouth (Land Rover Discov-
ery), K Maynard (Metro 1.1), and
Mr N Nicholls (Mini Sprite).

v 3

CAMBERLEY will be the loca-
tion for the proposed Joint Ser-
vice Command and Staff
College. In announcing the
decision, Defence Secretary
Malcolm Rifkind said staff train-
ing at Bracknell and Greenwich
would cease.
® o o
Orphans in Bosnia woke up
to toys at Christmas thanks to a
joint effort by Skelmersdale pri-
mary schoal children and sol-
diers from 2 R Anglian and the
RLC. The Poachers, recently
returned to Hohne from a
Bosnian tour, 1ook 29 boxes of
toys collected by the school to
the RLC’s depot at Thatcham,
Berkshire for despatch.
e @ o
Six hundred soldiers and 200
vehicles took part in the Multi-
national Division's Exercise
Active Improvement in Ger-
many to train HQ MND (C) in its
role as a divisional headquar-
ters.
e o o
Parachuting courses at JSPC
Lippspringe begin on February
4 and continue until October.
Details on Sennelager 2740.
e o o
A concert at Perth City Hall
organised by HQ 51 Highland
Brigade raised more than
£3,000 for charities including
Lthe Army Benevolent Fund.

J
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Drug tests reflect society’s wider problem

THE ARMY's decision to intro-
duce compulsory drugs testing
reflects a concern to protect sol-
diers from the ill effects of a grow-
ing phenomenon in  society
generally.

The number of Service person-
nel dismissed for drug offences

SOLDIER

to Soldier

Tony’s ‘dig’
goes on show

ARTEFACTS from a Roman bat-
tlefield uncovered by Maj Tony
Clunn RAMC are on show in a
major exhibition at the city
museum in Osnabrick and look
set to re-write German history.

His finds, unearthed in conjunc-
tion with the museum, came from
a site now thought to be the true
location of the battle of the Lost
Legions of Varus 2,000 years ago.

Maj Clunn's survey work from
March 1987 to December 1989
led archaeologists to carry out
digs in the Kalkreise area north of
Osnabriick after his discovery of
artefacts bearing the mark of the
Roman general Quintillius Varus.

Site of the AD 9 battle of Teuto-
burger Wald, at which the Roman
advance into Germany was
arrested, was generally accepted
as being on the outskirts of Det-
mold.

Three legions and ancillary
forces, about 25,000 men in all,
were slaughtered by the Germans
in the greatest military defeat ever
suffered by the Roman Empire.

Tony, intimately involved with
the project for the past eight years
and now serving in JHQ UKSC(G)
at Rheindahlen, has been com-
mended by the town authorities
for his contribution.

Only one per cent of the site
has so far been excavated.

® If anyone would like to help
with the work itself, they can con-
tact Tony c/o Cmd Med. HQ
UKSC(G), BFPO 140.

SASC falls in
—in numbers

THEY may have been small in
number, but members of the Small
Arms School Corps are large in
team spirit.

With help from the Searchline
column on these pages, the SASC
grand reunion at St Martin’s Plain
Camp, Shorncliffe attracted more
than 140 ex-members — a remark-
able turn-out for the smallest
corps in the British Army.

The corps is just 132-strong. The
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has increased by 237 per cent in
three years, with 229 dismissed
from the Armed Forces in 1992
compared with 68 in 1989.

Army incidents increased four-
fold in five years, with 1,048 indi-
viduals reported in 1993
compared with 260 in 1988.

Under the new regime, all ranks
will be subject to tests in a pro-
gramme designed to target
cannabis, crack and ampheta-
mines. The programme, which is
being run under the auspices of
the Adjutant General, will cost
£15m over ten years.

reunion was timed to mark the
25th anniversary of the closure of
the Small Arms School at Hythe,
subsequently re-formed at War-
minster.

Fifty serving officers, warrant
officers and sergeant instructors,
led by Lt Col Roger Chater, senior
officer in the corps and one of only
three from the Hythe days still
serving, joined the veterans for a
remembrance parade in Hythe.

Dutch paras
were there

DUTCH airborne links were main-
tained during the Arnhem 50th
anniversary ceremonies when
local soldiers joined 10 Para (V).

Five soldiers from 16 (NL) Inf
Coy (V), PMC Gelderland and C
Coy, 11 Airmobile Brigade, led by
Capt Kees Jan Weber, took part in
the jump over Ginkelse Heide
near Arnhem on September 17 to
continue the tradition of the “Para-
chutistencompagnie  Noothoven
van Goor", trained by British Air-
borne Forces at Ringway, Man-
chester from 1941.

Dutch liaison officers went on to
jump with the British 1st Airborne
Division in September 1944.

Two of the anniversary jumpers,
Capt Weber and Sgt Maj Wiet van

Maj Tony Clunn: major archeological discovery

e sy
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Lt Gen Sir Jeremy Mackenzie to
be Deputy Supreme Allied Com-
mander Europe in the rank of
general from Dec 8, 1994 in suc-
cession to Gen Sir John Waters.

Maj Gen M JD Walker to be
Commander ACE Rapid Reaction
Corps in the rank of lieutenant
general from Dec 8, 1994 in suc-
cession to Lt Gen Sir Jeremy
Mackenzie.

Brig K J Drewienkiewicz to be
Engineer-in-Chief (Army) in the
rank of major general from Dec
15, 1994.

Brig R A Oliver to be Deputy
Chief of Staff HQ UHLF in the rank
of major general from Dec 15,
1994,

Brigadiers — A G Denaro — To HQ
UNPROFOR, Dec 5; D L Judd —
To HQ ARRC, Dec 7; A | Ramsay
—To be Comd BMATT Zimbabwe,
Dec 11; R Pridham — To be Comdt
HQ RSME, Dec 5; R A Bradbury —
To Kuwait Proj Off, Dec 19; R E
Ratazzi — To be Comd HQ Combat
Sves Sp Gp (G), Dec 20; M D
Conroy — To MoD, Dec 19.
Colonels — D KW Farrant — To
be DA Guatemala, Dec 9; | J Hell-
berg — To be DA Jakarta, Dec 10;
M C Sims—To ASMT, Dec5;JC A
Smith — To HQ DGAGC, Dec 5; H
V C Stephens — To be DA Bud-
apest, Dec 5; J N R Houghton — To
HQ UKLF, Dec 5; A C Mantell - To
be Comd Engr 1 (UK) Armd Div
HQ and Sig Regt, Dec 9; T V Mer-
ritt — To be DA Kuwait, Dec 9; M J
G Thomas — To RAM Coll, Dec 7.

ANNIVERSARY EVENT

Banning, subsequently led a team
from 16 Inf Coy in the Cambrian
Patrol. Hosted by D Coy, 2
Wessex in Newbury, they won a
bronze award.

9th Tanks at
Roosendaal

THE tattered battle flag of the 9th
Battalion, Royal Tank Regiment
flew proudly over Roosendaal and

Nispen in the southern Nether-
lands when veterans, led by the
Colonel of the regiment, Lt Col
Peter Veale, returned to mark the
50th anniversary of their part in
the liberation of the towns.

The flag was carried from the
Tank Museum at Bovington for the
occasion.

Hotel and food expenses for the
veterans were paid for by local
authorities, and the emotional
receptions they received in both
towns moved many of the old sol-
diers to tears.

Lt Cols - H T Dickens, 9/12 L —
To MoD, Dec 5; A R Gale, R Sig-
nals - To be DA Ghana, Dec 7; A J
Hayhurst AAC — To MoD, Dec 9; E
J Hunter RLC - To be CO 5 AB
Bde Log Bn, Dec 5; N G W Lang
RA — To be DA Riga, Dec 8; J M
May RLC - To HQ EDist, Dec 5; A
J Pickford REME - To MoD, Dec
5; C W Walch AAC - To be CO 9
Regt AAC, Dec 5; M T French
RAMC - To CMH, Dec 5; M D
Conway AGC(ALS) — To HQ

No 1 GHQ Printing Press RAOC
(Fayid 1952-53) reunion planned.
Contact F Thompson, 21
Salmons Road, Chessington,
Surrey KT9 2JE (tel 081-397
5931).

R W Forrest wishes to hear from
anyone who knew his father, Pte
Jimmy Forrest, enlisted GSC
March 1944, served with 11
Green Howards (India, 1944),
West Yorkshire Regiment (Singa-
pore, 1945). Replies to 15 Ryde
Road, Roseworth, Stockton-on-
Tees TS19 9DX.

J M Blockiey wishes to learn
details of a distant relative, T
Blockley, No 5211, 1st Border
Regt, died of wounds, January
20, 1900 in Spearman’s Camp,
South Africa. Replies to 35
Ardrossan Gardens, Worcester
Park, Surrey KT4 7AU.

Caroline Barton seeks Helen
Willerton, daughter of SSgt
George Willerton RAOC last
known address HQ 2 Armd Div
HQ and Sig Regt, Lubbecke.
Contact 0792 641362.

Adrian N W Smith seeks anyone
who served with his grandfather,
Lt William Pye RE, 1927168, or
his unit,153 Rly Op Coy, 1939-45,
in the Middle East, Egypt and
Palestine. Replies to 1 Hillymead,
Seaton, Devon EX12 2LF.

Daniel (Danny) Diamond, who
was wounded in ltaly during the

SDist, Dec 19; M A C Hughes RE
—To be CO 39 Engr Regt, Dec 19;
A P Paine REME — To MoD, Dec
19; P M Prentis AAC — To MaD,
Dec 19.

Retirements

Brigadiers — J M Lucken, late
RE, Dec 24; W H Backhouse, late
R Signals, Jan 1; AH Parker
Bowles, late RHG/D, Dec 27; J F
Rickett, late WG, Dec 31.

Colonel — P E B Daniel, late
RCT, Dec 31.

Second World War and served
with 22nd Fd Regt RA in Korea,
seeks two colleagues from Korea
days, Spr Daniel Kelly (6 Fd Pk
Sqgn RE) and Horace Stokes (22
Fd Regt RE). Replies c/o 41
Dunkeld Road, Elson, Gosport,
Hants PO12 4NJ.

Ex-Spr Ray Crotch seeks old
mates from 3 Troop, 55 Fd Sgn
RE, Korea 1952-53, especially
LCpl Brown, McGowan and
White, taken prisoner on the
Hook. Replies to 99 Borrowdale
Drive, Norwich NR1 4LZ.

AEC/RAEC history: The curator
of the RAEC Museum is trying to
compile a dossier of personal
accounts of serving and former
members of the AEC/RAEC, with
particular emphasis on opera-
tions. Memories of training,
educational methods, Army
lifestyle also gratefully received.
Write to S J Anglim, Curator, The
RAEC Museum, Wilton Park,
Beaconsfield, Buckingham HP9
2RP.

New WFR association, Staffs:
Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters Regimental Association
newly formed in Rugeley, Staffs,
meets second Thursday of every
month. Contact secretary R
Bailey, (RPWMC), Mansefield
House, 10 Market Street, Rugeley
(tel 01889 582808) for details.

Plant Troop, 73 Sqn RE (Christ-
mas Island, March 1961-March

Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers (Princess Louise’s)
Association: Scottish branches’
annual dinner-dance will be held
at Stakis Normandy Hotel, Febru-
ary 24. Former members and
friends invited to contact J Gaugh-
an, 49 Cartha Crescent, Paisley
(tel 041-889 9120} or Lt Col J M
Lauder (tel 041-884 8483) for
details.

REME Association (Scotland):
Dinner-dance in Scotland area,
Feb 25. Details from WO1 (ASM)
Sandy Wilson, ES Branch, Army
HQ Scotland, Craigiehall, South
Queensferry EH30 9TN (tel Edin-
burgh Mil 2689).

The Queen’s Regimental Asso-
ciation: Annual reunion and
AGM, March 4 at Victory Services
Club, Marble Arch. Tickets (£8.50)
from the Secretary, RHQ, PWRR,
Howe Barracks, Canterbury, Kent
CT1 1JY (tel 0227 818054).

RHA Association, Trowbridge:
Reunion dinner, Civic Hall, Trow-
bridge, March 25 open to all past
and present members of any
Royal Horse Arillery unit. Mem-
bership not essential, ladies wel-
come. Details from Dinner

1962): George Snell (ex-Cpl,
RAOC laundry) seeks copy of a
squadron or group photograph
taken at the time. Will meet
expenses. Replies to 38 Ran-
dolph Street, Anfield, Liverpool 4,
Merseyside L4 0SA.

Ramree Island 1945: Royal
Canadian Legion historian seeks
details of events and units
involved at Ramree Island, off
coast of Burma, February 1945,
when 1,000 Japanese soldiers
trapped by British forces were
decimated during the night by
crocodiles. Replies to Wayne
Padgett, 64 Weston Drive, Daly
City, CA 94015, USA.

Pte John Ivan Hyde: Relatives of
Pte Hyde, of D Coy, 4th Lincolns,
who was killed in Holland on
March 6, 1945, aged 18, are
sought by Mrs Florence Britten,
formerly McNee, whose husband,
J J McNee, died in the same inci-
dent. A plaque has been erected
where they died and Mrs Britten,
of 238 Gibson Lane, Kippax,
Leeds LS25 7JL, would also like
to hear from Pte W Evans, who
was wounded at the time.

Carinthia/Styria: Reunion of lib-
erating forces, army of accupation
and those who “passed through”,
to be held in Carinthia, Austria,
between May 3 and 12 1995. All
families welcome. Details from
John Lewindon, Market Square
Chambers, Rochford, Essex SS4
1AL (tel 0702 547580).

Secretary, 44 King Street, Melk-
sham, Wilts SN12 6HF (tel 01225
708223).

5 PWRR: WOs' and Sgts' Mess,
Past and Present reunion dinner,
April 1. Open to all SNCOs (Regu-
lar, NRPS, TA) who have served
with 4 Buffs, 5 Buffs, 5 Queens or
5 PWRR. Details from WO1
(RSM) S Scully or Mr Skeet on
01227 462769/761397.

i1st Battalion, The Cheshire
Regiment, Suez 1951-54:
Reunion planned at Tranmere
Rovers FC Social Club, April 8.
Details from N Wakefield, RHQ,
The Castle, Chester CH1 2DA
(sae appreciated).

RAOC/REME Middle Easters
Assaciation and COPO (Middle
East): Annual reunion lunch at
The Oval banqueting suite, Ken-
nington, London SE11, April 8.
Details from Hon Sec Charles
Baxter, 129 Benhill Road, London
SES 7LZ.

138th (City of London) Fd Regt
RA Association: Reunion on
April 24 at Victory Services Club,
London. Details from Frank Flack,
22 Camborne Way, Hounslow
TW5 OPW (tel 0181-570 5267)
News from members welcome.

50th Missile Club RA: Annual
reunion at Park Hotel, Tynemouth,
nr Newcastle on Tyne for past
members of 50 HAA, 50 Med and
50 Missile Regt, Regular and
National Service, and support
units. Details from A J Todd, 9 The
Grove, Heathhall, Dumfries, Scot-
land DG1 1TN (tel 01387 262378,
evenings only).

Polar Bears: 143 Fd Regt RA
reunion luncheon, May 27. Con-
tact T Weller, 8 Seapoint Road,
Broadstairs, Kent CT10 1TH (tel
0843 861660).

3 Base Ammunition Depot
Bracht: Reunion weekend June
9-11 for all who served at Bracht
which is due to close in 1996.
Details from Capt Dave Flinn, 3
BAD, BFPO 40.

Combined Ex-Services Associ-
ation of Bridlington: 14th annual
conference and reunion weekend,
Bridlington, June 16-18. Tickets
(£6.50) from Mags Whittlesea, 6
Springfield Avenue, Bridlington
YO15 3AA.

669 Squadron AAC: Past
members sought for reunion
weekend at Wattisham Airfield,
July 8-9. To include predecessor
units 669 Sqn RAF, 1912 Light
Liaison Fit, 12 Independent Fit,
131 Fit RASC and 131 Aviation
Fit RCT. Details from CoH
Knowles, 669 Sgn, 4 Regt AAC,
BFPO 41 (or c/o Wattisham Air-
field, Suffolk IP7 7RA after Janu-
ary 20).
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REVIEWS

PUBLISH . . . AND BE PRAISED

RETIRED officer Roger
Wilmot Bennett has spent
much of his adult life collecting
and researching regimental
insignia.

Though he was commis-
sioned into the REME - from
which he retired as a major -
his life’s work has revolved
around his own county regi-
ment.

Hence Badges of the Worces-
tershire Regiment, which this
acknowledged expert in the
field admits cannot be the last
word on the subject.

The study of uniforms and
badges is, he says, “an inexact
science, made the more so by
the long standing tradition that
one never sees two British offi-
cers dressed alike”.

Publication was long
delayed because “whenever
the event seemed near, some-
thing new would turn up to
add to the sum of knowledge”.

Eventually after all his
painstaking research he could
wait no longer - and took
Wellington’s advice to “publish
and be damned”.

Enthusiasts and historians

will be pleased he did — and
that we have this valuable, well
illustrated (mostly in black and
white) addition to the refer-
ence shelves. - CH

Badges of the Worcestershire
Regiment. Available at £25 plus
£2.50 p and p from the author, R
W Bennett,16 Grayshott Laurels,
Lindford, Bordon, Hants GU35
0QB.

Spotlight turns on the
‘neglected’ Wyverns

LIFE is full of coincidences. At
the end of last year, Soldier
published a letter from HW G
Drake complaining that the
43rd (Wessex) Division is all
too often neglected in accounts
of the north-west Europe cam-
paign.

On the day the letter was
published, a new book, The
Fighting  Wessex  WAwerns,
landed on my desk for review.
There, on Page 124, was a rec-
ollection by Sgt George Drake
of C Squadron, 43rd Recon-
naissance  Regiment (5th
Gloucestershire Regiment).

Patrick  Delaforce, * ' the
author, is steadily assembling a
series of histories of the British
divisions that fought in Europe
from the Normandy beach-
heads through to the end of the
war. This is his third title on
the theme, having previously
published books about the 7th
and 11th Armoured Divisions.

Delaforce knows his subject,
having served during the war
as troop leader with the 11th
Armoured in Normandy and
as a forward observation offi-
cer in Holland and Germany.

The 43rd Division’s com-
mander, Maj Gen Gwilym Ivo
Thomas, was a controversial
figure, accused and sometimes
credited as being “brave,
thrusting, skilled in the arts of
war, humourless and brutal”.

His father was harpist to
Queen Victoria and Edward
VII, but soldiering was appar-
ently in his blood and, as a
young artillery battery com-
mander in the First World War,
he won the MC and bar, and a
DSO. His nickname was “Von
Thoma”, and he certainly
38

dressed the part of a German
officer in “high oiled boots,
light-coloured riding breeches,
a battle dress blouse covered in
medal ribbons and his field ser-
vice cap carried a faded major-
general’s cap band”.

Despite, or perhaps because
of, his image, he was a compe-
tent commander of the
Wyverns from March 2, 1942,
and was described by his
Corps commander, Lt Gen
Brian Horrocks, as “an
immensely able divisional
commander though a very dif-
ficult man”.

Most of the division landed
in Normandy by sunset on
June 24, 1944 having been
delayed by four days of severe
storms. More serious was the
foundering of the ship carrying
the Recce Regiment, which
resulted in the loss of 189 valu-
able lives. During the night of
June 26, the Wyverns marched
through deep mud into their
first battle at Cheux.

From here the author, draw-
ing largely on the words of

LIKE him, loathe him or love
him, Maj Gen Orde Wingate
was an odd man.

He was brought up in strict
religious surroundings; he was
unpopular at school and as a
young officer; he had lots to
say about everyone and every-
thing. In short, it appears from
the description of his early
years by David Rooney in
Wingate and the Chindits —
Redpressing the Balance that, as a

those who fought with the divi-
sion, takes us through the bat-
tles for the River Odon, Hill
121, Maltot and Mont Pincon,
the breakout to the River Seine
— the first major river assault —
and the second Operation
Neptune of the campaign.

In Holland, it was the only
infantry division to make a
single-handed  attempt to
relieve the airborne forces at
Arnhem, thence to the clear-
ance of the Roer triangle and
the battle for the Reichswald.

Finally came the Rhine
crossing and the drive over the
Westphalian Plain to Bremen
and the port of Cuxhaven.

How easy it is to forget
details of battle, and it is
remarkable how memories
flood back on reading a para-
graph years later. “. . . worst of
all was the wire. It was every-
where — telegraph wire, railway
wire, signal cable, all tossed up
on the track like tangled knit-
ting wool. And in the darkness
men  stumbled, sweated,
tripped and cursed their way

young man, he was an insuffer-
able, boorish prig.

Perhaps he was, but many
great military leaders had, or
possibly have, traits which
don’t automatically earn popu-
larity.

It seems the whole of his life,
all 41 years of it, was one long
battle against authority. He
was contemptuous of many of
those above and below him.
And he gave vent to his opin-

forward, now more concerned
with the obstacles in their path
than the sudden flash and
burst of falling mortar bombs
or the tracer flying in thin
pencil lines above.”

There is much to jog the
memory of veterans.

Unit histories, be they regi-
mental or divisional, can be so
full of action that they become
difficult to follow . The author
in this case has overcome the
problem by presenting us with
short chapters, some consist-
ing only of a single page.

It is a format that makes for
easy reading and one, it is
hoped, that will be followed by
other writers. But it is never-
theless a harrowing story of the
campaign that cost the 43rd
12,500 casualties, including
3,000 killed. - BJ ;

The Fighting Wessex Wyverns:
From Normandy to Bremer-
haven with the 43rd Wessex
Division by Patrick Delaforce.
Published by Alan Sutton Publish-
ing, hardback, £16.99.

ions in no uncertain terms.

Fortunately for him he had a
good many high-level connec-
tions in military and political
circles including Wavell and
Churchill. These links stood
him in good stead, even after

an attempted suicide duringan

attack of cerebral malaria.

It was following this that he
was posted to Rangoon in
1942 to organise the Chindits.

His ideas on the use of long

Road, Aldershot GU11

The pictures here are from our Frank
Finch cartoon archives. Find ten dif- entry  can  be
ferences in detail and you could be
£50 richer or win a new book. Circle
the differences in the right-hand
picture, cut out the whole panel,
add your name and address and send
to HOAY 603, Soldier, Ordnance
2DU by
February 10. Do not include anything issue,

else in your envelope. More than one
submitted but
photocopies cannot be accepted. The
first correct entries drawn will be the
winners. No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.

The names of the winner of the
£50 first prize and two runners-up
will be announced in the March 6

e
HOW OBSERVANT }'//]
ARE YOU?? CoMPETITION603 [

Name: (Give rank or title)

N£§

Address:

JOE'S USED CARS
Your Present. Car Taken in Part Exchange N

- JOE'S USED CARS
Your Present. Car Taken in Part Exchange

1]

Competition No 600 (November 28 issue): Congratulations to Mr T H Truswell, of South Hetton, Durham, who wins £50. Book prizes

go to runners-up Mr G P Coles, of Morpeth, Northumberland, and Mr D C Ducker, of South Molton, N Devon.

A disc-ful of

first Chindit expedition

range penetration groups
behind the Japanese lines were,
if not entirely new, certainly
different, and excited his sup-
porters. Others considered
him a lunatic and his schemes
hare-brained at best.

It is easy to see why Wingate
was detested by some and ven-
erated by others as for him
there was no middle way. He
was a perfectionist when it
came to planning and execut-

Orde Wingate (right) with brigade major Maj G M Anderson on the

ORDE WINGATE: INSUFFERABLE HERO?

ing his ideas and had no time
for those who disagreed.

But for those who followed
him through the hardships of
the jungles of Burma, he was a
hero and an inspired leader.
This book makes that much
crystal clear, — JM

Wingate and the Chindits
Redressing the Balance by
David Rooney. Arms and Armour,
£7.99.

cavalry music

The Horse Guard

Bands of the Life Guards and The
Blues and Royals

Conductors: Maj A J Richards,
Maj B T Keeling, Maj J G McColl.

AS YOU can see from the con-
ductors, this is a compilation of
music first recorded separately
by the two bands about ten
years ago.

In effect it allows the pro-
ducer to put all his eggs (ie all
that horsey music) in one
basket, played by people who
know a fetlock from a sprocket.

After a Roval Salute we have
all the regimental slow and
quick marches, and later all the
trots as heard annually on the
Queen’s Birthday Parade.

After that some of the finest
marches ever written with the
cavalry in mind. Pride of place
goes to Alf Young’s Boots and
Sadadles, which always makes
the horses’ ears prick up and
knees (whatever a horse’s knee
is called) rise a little higher.

The Fehrbelliner Reitermarsch
is the classic trumpet march,

and Golden Spurs one of the
best slow marches by Sam
Rhodes.

Standard quick marches are
Jerry McColl’'s Quickest and
Best, and another named I
think after a drum horse called
Agrippa; Imperial Life Guards
by R B Hall, Hermann Starke’s
great With Sword and Lance,
Haydn Wood’s concert march
Horse Guards, Children of the
Regiment, Alf Young’s Roval
Standard, and To Your Guard
by A Hughes.

The Household Cavalry
Musical Ride, taken from their
Royal Tournament display, is
directed by Lt Col Roger
Tomlinson and contains nine
suitable tunes for the purpose.

So, if you want all your
cavalry music on one disc, you
know where to go!

— Rodney Bashford

Standard CD STA 7005 £12, cas-
sette £7.60, from Sound & Pic-
ture Co, PO Box 177, Dorking,
Surrey.
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EMPLOYMENT &
RESETTLEMENT

SCHOOL POOL

Transfer your: skills, abilities, qualifications,
experience, job titles, rank and status
to civilian employers.
Ei N INFORMATION PACK

contact Mike Kelley
Forces Consultant

TR_EET 0191-266 4968

or write to: First Impressions,
81 Meadway, Newcastle NE12 9RE o7

NEED ACV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept
PO Box 573,
Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands
B73 6PA
021-355 2187

SERVICES .

MILITARY CV SERVICES
The original CV service for HM Forces;
established in 1984

Your CV written by a former Army Officer and

Industrial Personnel Manager. Since 1984,

over 1,400 satisfied Service clients, many of

whom now hold good civilian jobs. Why not
write or telephone for full details to:

Major (Ret’d) John Cooper,
12 Water St, Stamford, Lincs PE9 2NJ.
Tel: 0780 62960. 13t

PRIVATE
INVESTIGATORS

End of engagement, or just curious?
The workings of the Pl is demanding and
rewarding. Learn the basics with an

INTRODUCTION TO
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION

a one day seminar covering the day to day work,
how to get started, marketing, the work of the
certificated bailiff and much more.
£115.00 inc lunch and handouts.
Contact:

Select Associates,

PO Box 10 Werrington,

Stoke on Trent, Staffs ST9 OHG

A vacancy for the post of

ASSISTANT
SECRETARY

(Finance)
will arise with the Greater London
TAVRA on 22nd May 1995
Wide financial experience, computer
experience and an  accountancy
qualification are essential.
Starting Salary is £18,836.56
Prospective candidates should request an
application form and job description from:
The Deputy Secretary
Greater London TAVRA
Duke of York's Headquarters,
Kings Road, Chelsea, London SW3 4RY
Tel: 0171-730 8131 X5504
Closing date: 25th January 1995

Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire
A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families

* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

* High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline

* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

%* Our own escorts to and from airports and stations

* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats.
Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn.
Telephone: Kinlet (0299) 841230. Fax: 0299 841444

Tel: (01782) 303640 (0831) 612688DT

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

C ‘ ] ~ We specialise
S in HM Forces

CV - Compilation, Presentation, Updating
and Laser Printing. Military CVs. Résumeés.
Application Letters.

Competitive Price. Quality Content. Free
Storage. Express and Fax Service Available.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (a), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ

Tel/Fax: 01752 344842 (24 hrs)

Normanton School

Normanton School, Buxton is in the heart of the Peak District National
Park and since 1877 has aimed at offering a suitably well balanced
education to all our pupils. Normanton is inter-denominational and
welcomes pupils from the UK and overseas.
Boarding and Day school for boys and girls 8-18.
Small classes (average 12) in care of fully qualified staff to ‘A" level.
Entry by interview and report. Excellent academic results. Good sporting facilities.

Special Terms for Forces Personnel

ST. JOHNS ROAD, BUXTON, DERBYSHIRE SK17 68]
TEL: BUXTON (0298) 22745

D7

D7

THE COMPLETE CV SERVICE

A WIDE CHOICE OF FORMATS AND STYLES
YOUR CV PRODUCED TO YOUR OWN DESIGN
YOUR CV WRITTEN FOR YOU

For more information call us on 071-287 0055

CITY CENTRE CVs
Iiford House 133 Oxford Street, London, WIR 1TD

BEDSTONE COLLEGE

Bucknell, Shropshire SY7 0BG.

Senior College: 11-19 years
Preparatory Department: 7-11 years
Pre-Preparatory: 3%-7 years

THE BOARDING SCHOOL FOR THE

WELSH BORDER COUNTIES

® Fully Co-Educational

® Boarding & Day School

® Teaching to University Entrance

® Wide range of extra-curricular activities
® Beautiful surroundings

® Scholarships and Bursaries are available
® Special allowances for Services

For further details and a copy of the prospectus please
contact:
The Headmaster's Secretary, Bedstone College,
Bucknell, Shropshire SY7 0BG.
Tel: Bucknell (05474) 303 Fax: (05474) 740

Bedstone College is a Charitable Trust established for the
education of young people

DO YOU NEED
HELP WITH YOUR
ADVERTISING?

For help and advice ring
Lindsey Champion or
Simon Bryant on

01252 347352

D7

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Embroidery &

Able-WOVEN 3 72
| Name TapeSiea 5
Up to 30 letters/spaces Black on White
100% polyester, Tested to B.S. 5742 1989

1000 Able-LABELS

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No.
or any words up to 6 lines
1000 self-stick Labels 19 X 40mm

[£4730 £2°80 £5.95

Insignia Ltd.,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
e e e el Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
* X 6" it A
Sheets + 20 plain + 50 Enverll:pzs Phone: 051-546 5161/2 o4
£8-95 Phone-Write for full details

Black on White | Black on Gold | Black on Clu]

All Prices include Post/VAT. UK only

Payment with order. Delivery 16 days
STEEPLEPRINT Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - & 01604 810781

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

BOARDING ADVICE SERVICE

Parents are advised that schools advertising in Service publications do not
necessarily have the support or approval of the Ministry of Defence, It is
therefore essential that parents ensure that a particular school has the facilities
and accommodation suitable for their child by visiting the school.

Help and expert advice on boarding education can be obtained from
SCEA Schools Advisory Section, HQ DGAGC (Blg 31), Worthy Down,
WINCHESTER, Hampshire SO21 2RG. Telephone 0962 887933 or
Winchester Military ext 2933
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SOLDIER MART

P pis.
CUSTOMER

NOTICE
for
INVESTORS

SERVICES HOME
SAVINGS SCHEME

All accounts where interest is
capitalised at midnight
31.12.94 will instead be
capitalised at midnight
1.1.95 and in every year
thereafter on 1st January.
This notice is in accordance

with condition 31 of
the Society’s Investment
Accounts Terms and

Conditions, copies of which
are available from the Society
on request.

SKIPTON

BUILDING SOCIETY

Head Office: The Bailey, Skipton,
North Yorkshire BD23 1DN.
Tel: 01756 700511

A MEMBER OF THE BUILDING
SOCIETIES ASSOCIATION ,_

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

ARMY
Navy & Royal Air Force.

FREE
Catalogue of Special
PERSONALLY SIGNED
Limited Edition
Commemorative
Envelopes.

Cambridge Stamp Centre
9 Sussex St.Cambridge
CBI 1PA Tel:0223 63980

e

MADE TO MEASUDRE
Mess Dress P.O.A.
Officers No. 2 Dress £365.00
Army No. 1 Dress £285.00
Barrack Trouser £49.00
S.B. Blazer £130.00
D.B. Blazer £150.00
Evening Suit T/Wool £165.00
Evening Suit Wool £185.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject to V.A T, where applicable
48Hr or 2 Week Make up
Michael Jay Tailoring

VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 1J8

TEL:0440 766088  FAX:0449 766606

Country of use ..................

RANGERS
TAX FREE CAR SALES
L THE NEW PEUGEOT S0

BUYING IT WON'T
HURT YOUR POCKET

Right now, we’ll offer you the kind of
finance you've only ever dreamt of on a
brand new Peugeot!

* Forces discounts on full Peugeot range*
*17"2% more on your part exchange*
*German or UK delivery*
SOUNDS LIKE A DREAM COME TRUE

Ring Rick Barton 0980 653434, from Germany 0044 980 653434 or write 1o:
Rangers TMS, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury, Wilts
SP4 8BR, England (No stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK

IR Gt ot DEL, REQUBY .

Familnistectadhi it Tl e T P i e e
Pan@xchaigedetals L 00 G el v ST

ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS

53A HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS WD2 1EE
T 081-9500500 Fax: 081-950 8511

PEUGEOT APPOINTED EXPORT AGENTS

“Excellent service &
unbeatable prices”,

"“Colleagues were amazed at your
cheaper prices”
Maj Harrison

TAX FREE & TAX PAID
TRY US FOR THE BEST PRICES ON OTHER MAKES, TOO!!
Full Finance, Insurance & Part-Exchange facilities

PART-EXCHANGE YOUR RHD CAR IN THE UK AND

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW REGULATIONS!!
CLIP COUPON FOR FULL DETAILS AND FREE COLOUR BROCHURE

TELEPHONE
Iam interested in a new (make & model)
TAX FREE FOR EXPORT [] TAX PAID FORUKUSE [] FINANCE []
INSURANCE [] DELIVERY DATE

PART-EXCHANGE
Please post to: ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS, 53A High Rd, Bushey Heath, Herts WD2 1EE. |

EXT

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

MILITARY

Catalogue and Price List
free on request

MemoFile Military Systems
CHURCH HOUSE
CHURCH STREET
LONDON EI15 3JA

Telephone: 0181-534 3851
Fax: 0181-585 7567

GIMENTAL WATCHES

6t B BADGE/CREST IN FULL COLOUR
> IN THIS DESIGN AND MANY OTHERS

£32.50 post free

(UK & BFPO addresses)

MesSKit Products

P.O. BOX 20
EVESHAM, WORCS., WR11 4YY

Tel: 01386 443852
PRI enquiries welcomed

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE

All new advertisements are accepted on a pre-
paid basis only. Cheques/POs payable to
“Soldier”. Monthly accounts will be
opened subject to approval and satisfactory
references. Otherwise prepayment applies.
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YOUR OWN DESIGN

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS
+ LOTS MORE

f you find the some garment cheaper
we will refund the
difference.

Telephone' (0902) 724421

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock In Silk and
Polyester.

NES

For your own design we offer a free
coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.

Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.

Minimum order 25 printed ties.

V/ISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA
TELEPHONE: 0737 645113
FAX 0737 645892

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties, ¥

Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane
r London E17 t;:}AA

Hilarious caricatures
‘Groups’ or ‘Singles’
from photos in colour
or B&W by a

professional
< ~cartoonist. A unique
W gift for all occasions.
/ Also cartoonists for

parties, etc. For samples

LAND~
<“ROVER

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

and prices or a quotation
ricatures: 081-441 607

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

MINIATURE MEDALS
Return of post Service
Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £10;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £8; MSM: £8; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £7; UN Cyprus: £6;
S/Atlantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with clasp:
£7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal with
clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.I.Y. mounting: 1 space —£1;
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30;5-£1.40;6 - £1.50;
7-£1.60;8-£1.80;9-£2.00; 10-£2.20
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage
® 7-day medal mounting service. for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.
® Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges
* Mess Kit Badges
* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(25p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (0455) 239262

Hodges

o
CIVILIAN, MILITARY, SPORTING AND LADIES’
BESPOKE TAILORS UNIFORM SPECIALISTS

Hodges & (o bespoke tailors
since 1935, offer the very best
in quality and service using
only the finest materials
tailored by experienced
craftsmen. All garments are
supplied with a full fitting
service. A full range of
accoutrements are available
from stock, including mess
dress shirts, spurs, mess
wellingtons, George boots,
ties, blazer badges, miniature
medals and badges of rank.
For further details please
contact:

HODGES & (0
Claro Court Business Centre, Claro Road, Harrogate, North
Yorkshire HG1 4BA
Tel: 0423 560369 Fax: 0423 520996
Also at Cambrai Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire

LONLY COST YOU

GROUP EXPORT
DIVISION

BLACKPOOL ROAD, PRESTON PR2 GBX

= 0772 7930

IF YOU DON'T CALL
PERRYSIT CAN

A

Giving you the complete

Bl export sale treatment we
[y take care of all the
paperwork, and the
worries making your export
8.,’; (subject to ts;;tus) - sale simple and worry free.
YEARS OF MOTORIN
_<,__ EXPERIENCE & IT SHOWS! _ RETURN THE COUPON
TO PERRY'S GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD,
PRESTON, PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:-
VAUXHALL [ CITROEN [] NAME
FORD (]| PROTON ] RANK UNIT
ROVER (]| OTHER MAKES [ ADDRESS
RENAULT (]| usepcars [
LANDROVER (]| LHD |
VoLvO (]| RHD O
PEUGEOT [ | FINANCE (] APPROX DEL DATE REQUIRED
NISSAN (]| PART EXCHANGE ] HOME TEL NO.
Torora ]| PMRRSTERLNG. — work
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ROCKY BEAR L J
L«. i AT
k N.B. Peak periods — flowers may be used from other sources

& CUDDLES

Someone somewhere is waiting
to hear from you

ORDER EARLY FOR
VALENTINE’S DAY
VALENTINE’S WEEKS ONLY - FEB 4-16

Add £5 per 12 roses, bouquet special & special bouquet,
£10 per 24 roses

# Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the U.K. .
or N. Ireland.
Include your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in mind. \
12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
JOY's SFECIAL BOUQUETS
Bouquet special mixed flowers £22.50
Bougquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern — 30 flowers £17.50
Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern — 30 flowers £14.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern ~ 20flowers £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG + 3 PIGLETS  (Pale Pink) 10"+ 7" long £22.75

THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS
EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL
LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter.
Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red

WINSTON BEAR  (Beige. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B—Red 14" high £18.95

RUFUS SQUIRREL (Go\d Jointed) Green-D/B-L/B-Red-Yellow 11" high
(Not suitable for under fives

(Go\d Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red

£14.75
11" high
Prices and order forms available upon request.
Prices include P&P + V.

VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE

/ Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey GY2 4WB

Telephone: (01481) 46708

Fax: (01481) 43406
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EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports Shirts

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0602 274469

® English-made
sweat shirts
® T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs
® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
V'ISTA SPORTS LTD
b, stha

LOST MEDALS

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H THA
Tel: 071-930 1979
0374 133493

18127

SAMPLE
SHIRT

U.K. MADE OLIVE
GREEN T-SHIRTS

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

- SOLDIER MART

HAVE YOU LOST MICHAEL JaY
YOUR MEDALS? Exclusive HAND CUT

TAILORING
For your
Consult the .experts we can MADE TO MEASURE !‘
replace full size medals and Uniforms Suits etc o
we offer
o 14 day Make or
& 48 hr EXPRESS

M Keen prices

ROVER

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

supply miniatures. A fast efficient

service with the minimum of fuss.

Also a full cleaning and

mounting service is undertaken
by our master tailor.

THE VETERANS’
MEDAL OFFICE

P.O. Box 1DH, LONDON, W1A 1DH

B First class fit
& High quality
& Excellent payment terms
Local agent to measure in most areas

Please teIeEnune 01449 766088 '

As our customers say

The service is simply unbeatable
VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK

CUFFLINKS + TIE GRIP SETS £12.50

LAPEL BADGES £2.50

Prices inc postage and VAT

in stock
Phone 01480 212843
for availability
M. Duchemin 6 Knights Close,
Eaton Socon, Cambs PE19 3DA

MILITARY + REGIMENTAL

GOLD PLATED BLAZER BUTTONS £2 EACH

Many disbanded and amalgamated regiments

****************************************************

P & M GbR.

Am Friedensplatz 11 29303 Bergen. Germany.
Tel. 05051/5546. Fax. 05143/750

P&M GbR Have been commis-
sioned on behalf of HQ 7 ARMD
BDE to produce for sale a replica of
‘The Desert Rat’ (The 7 BDE
Jerboa). The piece offered, is a
duplicate copy of the original pic-
tured on the left.

Standing approximately 14cm high
on it’s base the Statuette itself is of
a cast material coated with a
Bronze colour.

A limited edition of 2000 will be
produced.

Great attention has been paid to
detail and we wish to thank the
Staff of 7 BDE HQ, for the help
they have given us during the
production of this fine item of
memorabilia.

To order your ‘Desert Rat’ please
fill in the order form below.

Cost inside Germany DM 149,00. P+P & Ins. DM?7,50. Cost to UK £59.90 .P+P & Ins £7.00
We would like to purchase..........pieces of ‘The Desert Rat’ on 2 Wooden / Marmour Base and enclose a

cheque for the sum of DM/E’s...................... Made pavable to P&M GbR.
IR Ll el b e AR AR R L L R NARE L TR o
T B S S .....Send to: P&M GbR, Am Frledensplarz l] 29303 Bergen, Germany. Allow

upto 3 weeks for delivery. *Prices are Inclusive of German Taxes.

!—!H(-IHHHH‘—**i-!ti-*********************

3 e s i e s s s e e e e e e i ot e s e e st i e sk sk sk e e ke i i ok e ek ek ok

PRINTED or Ewntrscderes,

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN 0
G

* T-SHIRTS
* SWEATSHIRTS
* POLOSHIRTS
* RUGBY SHIRTS
* SWEATERS

| * BASEBALL CAPS

For free full colour brochure and
information pack from the UK's
leading supplier to HM. Forces
contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett, gag
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB
TEL:(01793) 849888

FAX:(01793) 849890 §

o

20 2 2 0 2 2 2 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 20 2 0 24 0 2 20 24 2 24 2 24

*
*
*
*
*
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| HOUSEHOLD |
| & GENERAL |
Insurance Services |

Introducing our HM Forces
House Contents & Kit Insurance Policy
for military personnel worldwide. . .

BENEFITS
@ Inexpensive Premiums (minimum £45 per year)
® Covers MFO/Goods in Transit
® Worldwide Cover at no additional cost
® £ million Personal Liability Cover
@ Covers ‘Tenants Liability’* (eg March Outs)
® Underwritten by a major British Insurer

For details please mail the tear-off slip to:
Household & General Insurance Services
FREEPOST, (SE 8601) - No postage required

London SE1 7BP
Telephone 0956 283902

* Available for a small additional premium (currently £10p.a.)

Pleaseforward D NAME
(quantity) Application Forms

Please forward details of ‘Betterdeal’ D ADDRESS
Car Insurance

Please forward details of ‘Best Advice’ -
Residential Buildings Insurance D
__ Postcode
Personal Loans D
PLEASE NOTE: NO SALESMEN WILL CALL BFRO. _ =¥
HOUSEHOLD & GENERAL is part of the TDS Services Group

GOLD WIRE BLAZER EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
FRAI?II-[\:‘.II?)GGESIEE;D&IRE POLO SHIRTS BADGES
BADGES £10.00 PRINTED

TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER

No ariwork or setting up costs on the majorits of our goods

(1945 -VE DAY - 1995)

FAIRBAIRN-SYKES
COMMANDO KNIVES
£21.50
REGIMENTAL TIES ail £8.00
All prices include p&p
THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephone 01706 846648

High guality. competitive prices and prompt deliven
BFPO 1ax-f we

Send for our new pricelist

REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGH STREET. LINCOLN LN5 8AP
Tel: 0522 513333 Fax: 0522 530383 14i4

WE'LL GIVE YOU THE CREDIT FOR BEING WELL DRESSED

7

UNIFORMAL

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
N ==

For Warrant Officers, Sergefs and JNCOs

MESS DRESS WITH
CHEVRONS, SHIRT & BOW TIE

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps please contact us (see below)

UK: Uniformal Ltd., Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds 1526 ONU. Tel: (0113 282 6102.
Germany: Tel: 05751 15087 7pm - 9.30pm Mondays-Thursdays or answerphone other fimes.
Fax: 05751 14889. (For credit card orders the UK number gives fastest despatch of goods.)

* DPM SAS SMOCKS

* PLCE BERGENS

* SAS BERGENS

* SNUGPAK S/BAGS

* 58 S/BAGS

* DPM PARA SMOCKS

* BERGHAUS VULCAN

* KITBAGS

* BIVVI BAGS

* KIP MATS

* DPM COMBAT JACKETS
* BERGHAUS ROC

* MILITARY SLEEPING BAGS
* FLEECE S/BAG LINERS
* MERAKLON S/BAG LINER
* DANNER BOOTS

FREE CATALOGUE

“BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIERS OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS”
MARCH IN - KIT OUT

BRITTON BOOTS
(GO FAST)

HITEC

* DESERT BOOTS

* JUNGLE BOOTS

* AMMO BOOTS

* KSB BOOTS

* SORBOTHANE INSOLES
* SPECIAL FORCES BOOTS
* GEORGE BOOTS

* 58 WEBBING

* PLCE WEBBING

* PLCE CHEST RIGS

*x COMBAT VESTS

*x US WEBBING

* Q/R BELTS

1 * 44 W/B POUCHES

* SUIT POUCHES

* BRITTON BOOTS
* HI-TEC MAGNUM
* ASSAULT BOOTS

[T Joerghaus}

Leather lined £48.99 — Cambrelle lined £58.99
Assault boots (illustrated) Special offer £40

% BERETS » BADGES * SOCKS * PT| TOPS (OLD PATT) * PTI VESTS * RON HILL TRACKSTERS * TRANGIA COOKERS
* KARRIMOR RUCKSACKS * MILITARY TENTS * QUICK ERECT TENTS x KFS * SHEMAGHS * MAGLITE » PELICAN
* US ARMY TORCHES * G10 WATCHES * GREY WATCH STRAPS * SEIKO MILITARY WATCHES * CASIO WATCHES
* TIMEX WATCHES * COMBAT GLOVES * GORE-TEX SPLIT PALM MITTS * PONCHOS #* FACE PAINT * OFFICERS’ KIT
* SURVIVALKIT * NBC KIT « BARBOUR * HELLY HANSEN
POST & PACKING ALL ORDERS ADD £2.99

PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION PHONE 0717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN'’S (DEPTS), MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
E-N [@® Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm @

* RATION POUCHES
* SAS POUCHES
* SA 80 SLINGS

44



EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

* Ties * Sporisbags CREDIT, DEPOSIT OR
% Sesctiuitase SWITCH/DELTA BETTING.
Embroidered garments — Free original 24+ '
printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36 FOR SAME DAY DECISION

Tel 043684 2581/2716 Fax: 043684 2854

SOLDIER MART

& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &
SWEATSHIRTS

Badges — embroidered — min gty 25
Enamelled — min 100
Blazer badges - min 5
Ties — woven — min 50, printed min 36
Baseball caps min 50
Sports bags min 50
Golf umbrellas min 25

RING JIM HAYDEN (EX WO2)

'§0044 181 594 3822

Write phone or
fax for colour

w0
nsl n brochure to
Kilcreggan

Dunbartonshire

MOTIFS

G84 0JN

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

BRUNO

THE MILITARY BEAR

‘Bruno’ is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed
in Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret
complete with your cap badge.
‘Bruno’ is currently available for all regiments and
corps of the British Army (less Gurkha units).
‘Jock’ wears TOS : RHF white hackle, Royal Scots tartan patch; A&SH tartan patch :
Black Watch red hackle : QOH blue plume. Gordons and KOSB TOS only (No badge
available for Scottish Regts).
ACC Bear available in chef’s whites, ACC beret.
UN Bear, UN beret with UN badge or your own badge.
To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.0./Credit Card No. (incl expiry date) for
£31.00 payable to ‘POSTAL BEARS’, name and address of person to receive bear and
your special message to:

POSTAL BEARS, Dept D., 1/2 Baker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.

24 hour telephone order service (01743) 241962 Fax: (01743) 235079

% Did you know we have a 16-page brochure of gifis available for all occasions.
Phone or write for free brochure % -

UK (0930) ) 843333

UNBEATABLE
SERVICE ==

S RENAULT
\ E‘ VAUXHALL

® German or UK delivery
® RHD or LHD programme
e Used Car Sales in Germany

e Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

® Finance — dm. or Sterling

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

NAME AND RANK
ADDRESS

b P A e
| am interested in.
Part exchange details ........
Country of use

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

-8544-
HOTLINE Germany 0130-8544-96

CLASSIFIED

To advertise for a pen pal
send your name, age, brief
descriptions and interests
together with a cheque/postal
order for £11.75 to the address
below. Remember to include
your full name and address for

replies to be forwarded.
D6

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Your envelope must be no larger than
8"x4" and should only contain a letter,
and phctograph if requested. Replies
received more than three months after
the cover date and large, heavy, or
poorly addressed envelopes will not
be forwarded.

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Are you bored, single and mad? If so,
join me, I’'m Nikki, 21, slim, tall and
attractive. If you are good looking and
have a spare photo, get writing. P167

02/95

Donna, 25, 5'4", blue eyes and long
brown hair. I’'m single and my interests
include: discos, dancing, 60’s music,
pubs, clubs, cinema, dining out, coun-
try walks, travelling, socialising. I’d like
to hear from pen pals anywhere. P168

02/95

Hi, I'm a 26-year-old female with
brown hair. I’'m looking for some fun in
my life. If you like music, cinema, clubs
and pubs then I'd love to hear from
you. P170 02/95

Natalie, 18, 5'9", slim with brown hair
and brown eyes. I live in Essex and
enjoy everything about life. I would like
to exchange fun letters with anyone,
aged 18-25. P171 0295

Sharon, 24, 5'6", slim with dark hair.
Interests: reading, writing, buying
clothes and meeting people. I enjoy
discos, clubs and having a good time.
I'd like to hear from anyone aged 24 to
30. ALA. P172 0295

Julie, 19, 5'3" with red hair and green
eyes. My interests include music, club-
bing, cinema, swimming and animals,
I'd like to hear from anyone 19-25.
Photo appreciated but not essential.
P173 02/95

29-year-old nurse, 5'9", slim build,
intelligent, gsoh. Enjoys good fun and
good company. I would like to make
new friends following my divorce.
Would like to hear from sincere pen
pals aged 28-40. ALA. P174 0295

Debbie, 30, 5'4", blonde hair, slim,
divorced, own house and car. I enjoy
swimming, skiing, aerobics, pubs,
dining out and holidays abroad. I
would love to hear from soldiers at
home or abroad. ALA. P175 02095

Christine, 39, divorced, 5'7", very slim
with auburn hair and hazel eyes. Inter-
ests: travelling, walking, step Reebok,
working out in the gym. Would like to
hear from anyone 30-45. P176 02195

Dawn, 29, single with one son aged
eight. Would like to hear from honest,
caring pen pals. Age and looks unim-
portant. Don’t delay, write today. P177

0295

Fun-loving Scottish female secks pen
pal. Must be male, have an outrageous
sense of humour and be in'full control
of their faculties. Photo if possible.
P178 0295

Marilyn 48, divorced and I live in
Devon with my daughter. I have vari-
ous interests and enjoy music and the
arts. I enjoy running a craftstall and
meeting people. Please write. to P179.

02/95

Re-advertised due to time-waster!
Attractive blonde seeks genuine, friend-
ly pen pals. All letters answered. What
have you got to lose? P180 02195

I am a young 39, 5'5", fair hair, blue
eyes, non-smoker. I'm separated with a
teenage son and love music, videos,
walks, drives, pubs, planes and animals.
I would like a pen pal aged 32-40 with
gsoh. P181 0295

Divorced, no ties. 40-year-young
woman, gsoh, spontaneous, fair looks,
ample. Seeks letter writers to share
news, views and jokes with. P182 o205

Soldier, 32, bored. Interests: eating
out, travelling, rock/blues music and
socialising. Would like to hear from
single females anywhere. P183 02195

Military Books, A4 sae for catalogue.
We buy military history books, particu-
larly regimental histories, single vol-

umes, collections. Free specialist
booksearch. John McKenzie, Carpen-
ters, Cary Road, North Cadbury,
Yeovil BA22 7DE. Tel: 01963 440557.

24-04

£1 on each book to Gurkha Welfare
Trust. Britain’s Brigade of Gurkhas
(£5), Johnny Gurkha (£4), Even The
Brave Falter (£3.50), Wars Bring Scars
(£6). All by E D Smith, 2 Balfour
Mews, Station Road, Sidmouth EX10
8XL. 02-03

“HEAD-DRESS BADGES OF
THE BRITISH ARMY?” by Kipling &
King. The badge collector’s bible,
indispensable to the collector.
VOLUME ONE 1800-1920 £65.00.
VOLUME TWO 1920-1978 £42.50
POST FREE. Almost 3,000 illustra-
tions, 721 pages altogether. H L & P
King, 3 Saxon Croft, Farnham, Surrey
GU9 7QB. Tel: 01252 716303.
STOCKS LIMITED. 02.05

[Business Opportunities

Exeter, Devon. Beautiful semi-
detached Victorian house, with
owners’ two bedroom luxury flat on
ground floor (28' lounge). Plus four
furnished bedsits on first floor and
flatlet on second floor. All with own
facilities. Luxury, furnished, detached
bungalow in garden. Lettings income
£15,000 pa. Walled garden, patio,
sheds, greenhouse, parking for four
cars. £180,000. Tel: 01392 57354. 2202

Be part of the next revolution to hit
the Western World. If you have con-
tacts in UK, USA, Holland, Belgium,
Eire or Hong Kong you can build your-
self a large second income. Full details:
EMS, 12 Brookside Drive, Barnsley
S70 3EF. Tel: 01226 292674. 02-04

PLEASE
MENTION

SOLDIER

WHEN REPLYING TO
ADVERTISEMENTS
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SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £23.00 FOR A YEAR'S SUB-
SCRIPTION IN UK, £13.80 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £32.20 (OVERSEAS SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-

SCRIPTIONS DEPT,
ROAD, ALDERSHOT,
2DU. (Cheques to Soldier).

ORDNANCE
HANTS GUI11

Printing at low prices. For free
quote, on any form of printing, call
0305 835150. 17195

Largest Manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, Schools, Colleges, Clubs etc.
Flags, Banners, Sashes, Coat-of-Arms,
Family Crests and all military accou-
trements. Also leather gloves, footballs,
track suits. Contact: | Arthur (PVT)
Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot 51310, Pak-
istan. Fax: 92 432 558605.

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art distributor. Access
to all British publishers. Hundreds of
original items also available. Catalogue
£2.50 + A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G
Jennings-Bramly, 5 Feversham Road,
Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel: 01722
328523. AS95

Military Insignia, 1994 54 page illus-
trated catalogue £2, refundable on first
order, lists hundreds of current British
insignia including officers’ badges, DZ
flashes, anodised, plus worldwide elite
insignia. Lapworth (8), 15 Woodside
Grove, Bristol BS10 7RF. 20

Mountain Fabrics. We are now open
Tue to Sat 10am to 5.30pm. We sell
waterproof fabrics, breathable to
8,000g/m?/24hr, fleece, Pertex, Ventile,
Cordura, ripstop, tent fabrics, Thinsu-
late, down, buckles, Velcro, zips, studs
and much more. Patterns for all out-
door gear. Clothing, camping, climbing
gear. Discounts up to 15%. For cata-
logue/prices send stamp to: TOR(So),
42 Widnes Road, Widnes WAS8 6AL.
Tel: 0151-424 2225.

H. W.Slimm & Sons (Magro
Sports). Military clothing and equip-
ment for PRI shops and Units. Army
Notebook covers. Waterproof DPM.
Black and green Shemaghs. Genuine
SAS & Para smocks available. Full
price list from: 30-44 Shilton Road,
Barwell, Leics LE9 8HA. Tel: 0455
843730, Fax: 0455 840218. 22.02

02-21

02-07
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. c
L8 8.8 88888888888 88 88 &4

Original British Military badges
bought and sold with money-back
guarantee. Send stamped, self
addressed, envelope or two. Interna-
tional Reply Coupons for free sample
catalogue including: cap, collar, Trade
and Proficiency badges, buttons, shoul-
der titles, formation signs and propa-
ganda leaflets. Specialist in N.
Ireland-issue cloth beret badges, Para-
chute DZ flashes, Gulf War badges and
rare “Staybrites”. Ian Kelly (Militaria),
PO Box 18, South PSO, Manchester
M14 6BB. EOI0S
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Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
50p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. e

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London E1
4PS. ¢

SOLDIER Magazine Binders — collect
your copies of Soldier in our easy to
use binders. Sold in sets of two, the
binders feature a full colour magazine
style cover, and will each hold up to
thirteen magazines. Cost per wo
binders, inclusive of VAT and p&p, is
£8.75 VUK/BFPO/overseas surface
mail, and £11.50 airmail. To order
your binders send your name, address
and cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to
Soldier Magazine Binders, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

TiC

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2x25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside L41
ZSY. 011

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

2395

Can-Am, Bombardier and Arm-
strong. Motor cycles. MoT. Tax. Age
related, spares and repairs. Suppliers to
groups and companies. Tel: 0181-450
0505.

SOLDIER Magazine 1995 Calen-
dar.This year Soldier Magazine cele-
brates its 50th Anniversary and our
1995 calendar takes a nostalgic look at
the British Army over the past 50 years.
The calendar costs just £5.50
UK/BFPO, £7 Europe and £8.50
overseas (airmail only). Send cheque or
postal order, £ sterling only please, to:
Soldier Calendar, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

SOLDIER Shield - the ideal gift for
the military enthusiast, or to add to a
collection. The Soldier shield shows the
magazine’s official insignia on a dark
wood base, and measures
180 % 140mm. The cost of the shield,
inclusive of VAT and p&p, is £17 UK
and £19 elsewhere. Send your
cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to Sol-
dier Shield, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. "

23-03

06/95

VOLUNTEERS POCKET BOOK.
Valuable info on wide range of sub-
jects. Every Soldier should have one.
Includes Plastic Wallet Cover. £4.75
plus 50p p&p (UK). THE SA
80/LSW - SKILL AT ARMS &
SHOOTING. Training Tests &
APWT conditions pass first time. First
class diagrams and explanation of the
weapons. Fits into Volunteers Pocket
Book Plastic Wallet. £3.25 plus 30p
p&p (UK). Special prices for ten plus
copies. Order direct from publishers.
Cheques or POs payable to MILI-
TARY POCKET BOOKS, PO Box
28, Leven, Beverley, Hull HU17 5LA.
Tel: 0964 542878. "

Valentines Day — be different. Send
an “I Love You” helium balloon in a
gift wrapped box. £9.99 complete, UK
only. 01226 757433.

02-03

CLASSIFIED

Why not give someone “A Title for a
Tenner”. What a gift/presentation idea!
Details from S A Survival, East Seaton
Farm Cott, By Arbroath, Scotland
DD11 58D. 18-02

Simply the lowest air fares. We
guarantee to beat any genuine quota-
tion. Do call Gem Travel on 01202
310317.

0203

Smart yachts for charter in Corfu,
self-sailed or skippered. Jeanneau 32ft
Artalia, 36ft Sunshines. Attractive
prices. Phone 01202 780417. 0203
Cyprus, Pissouri. Beautifully
appointed two bedroom and one bed-
room apartment overlooking Pissouri
Bay. Idyllic, peaceful location. Tel:
0151-342 1283.
5% off flights, 25% off travel insur-
ance. Low cost villas/apartments Flori-
da, Europe. For good service and value
for money, telephone Wingspan 0121-
457 8897 (Discovery Travel Group).

02/95

0295

Belvedene Property Management.
Experts at letting property in London
and south of England. Our ex-military
staff provide a comprehensive reliable
and professional Property Manage-
ment Service, adapted to meet the
needs of HM Forces. Our fees are com-
petitive and inclusive. Contact our
Head Office now for our brochure.
Belvedene Property Management,
Millmead House, Ratfyn Road, Ames-
bury, Wilts SP4 7DZ. Telephone
01980 625066/7, Fax 01980 624544,

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management
HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
tenants, manages your property and ensures its
rerurn to you as and when required. With a base in
Leicestershire we also cover the East Midlands
counties of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.

For further information please ring:

01509 266151
or write to:
134 KNIGHTTHORPE ROAD,

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LE11 0JU

o7

Wyvern & Sarum. With offices in
Salisbury and Warminster and 200
properties, our ex-Service staff are very
experienced in managing properties for
Service Landlords. Telephone 01722
421701 or 01985 846905. T

SOLDIER

Too good to dismiss -

take out a subscription
now!

Telephone:
01252 347353

Lt Col W A (Bill) Stripp’s daughter
wishes to contact anyone who knew
him. 1939-45 France, Britain, Mada-

gascar, East Africa, India, Burma.

Royal Signals. Box 258, Soldier Maga-
zine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants
GU11 2DU.

02/95

LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

FORCES TENANTS & HOMEOWNERS
- No interviews, confidential service by post
— Good benefits if you settle your loan early
For quotes, written details and free advice
Tel: 0929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days
(from overseas 0044-929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE
Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers o

Low cost household insurance,
covers MSQ, MFO, tenants, liability
etc. From £45 per year. Househola
and General Insurance Services,
FREEPOST (SE8601), London SE1
7BP. Tel: 0956 283902, 02:25

MIRAS & LETTING INCOME?
ARE YOU PAYING
TOO MUCH TAX?

Do you know how to claim
MAXIMUM tax relief?
Contact the experts:
Taxation Specialists Ltd

01293 547750

o7

Loans - Personal, Commercial. For
details contact, in confidence, TDS
(Finance)  Services, FREEPOST
SE8609, London SE1 7YX. Tel/Fax:
0171-231 2088 or 01956 283902. o204

GOTTLIEB & CO.

Buying/Selling/Letting property?
Making a will?
Expert Legal Advice
Attentive, Personal Service
Extremely Competitive Fees

60 Queen Anne Street, London W1M SLA
Telephone 0171-486 4405

D7

Address Labels. 38x21mm, blk/wht,
blk/gld. £2 per 100, minimum £5, post
free worldwide. Cheques payable: R G
Taylor, 35 Cowgill Close, Northamp-
ton NN3 8PB. Tel: 01604 406401. 02-13

FAX YOUR AD
01252 347352

Gardener/Maintenance man wanted
for country house. Might suit ex-sol-
dier. Accommodation available, Not
suitable for children. References essen-
ual. Box 259, Soldier Magazine, Ord-
nance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11

2DU.

02-03

Musicians wanted. Ex-army musi-

cians, drummers for military-style:
Scout and Guide marching band.
Based West Bromwich, W Midlands.
All instruments needed. Aged 12-
50yrs. Initial contact, Mike Carter (ex-
WFR): 01280 703192 (eve) 0865
780132 (day). 02095



ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

DECEMBER 10, 1994 AB Wksp REME, Aldershot; Lt R F Whelan,
Ten-way tie for first prize (18 goals, £450 2 Signal Regt, York; LCpl S J Whitehead,
each) Pte S G Cartmell, QDG, BFPO 16; HQ Dhekelia Garrison, BFPO 58.
Maj M S Corthine, 151 Sp Regt RLC(V), DECEMBER 24, 1994
Croydon; Maj J E M Crowe, HQ London Two-way tie for first prize (22 goals, £1,500
District; Capt | J Flackett, 1 Staffords, BFPO each) SSgt J Jasper, 9 Regt AAC, Dishforth;
802; Sgt W F Graham, Rheindahlen Sp Unit, Cpl G P Little, MoD, London.

BFPO 40; Capt M T Haynes, 3 PWO(V), i R Wilson. 3
York; Cpl A Mottram, 16 Signal Regt, BFPO ThierSph?Ee Hf,lﬁ:ii’wﬁgf) 85¢t R Wason,

% u,%lzw é ggﬂgj& ; EianngHthrlg‘gAF'l?g 13-way tie for fourth prize (20 goals, ETG.Q?
BFPO 1; Lt M C Wadsley, 237 Signal Sqn,  8ach) SgtK W Barker, 1 R Irish, BFPO 53;
Cpl S S Clarke, HCR, Windsor; Pte S S

Chippenhan. Collins, 1 PWO, Warminster; SSgt N O C
DECEMBER 17,1994 Cromwell, 103 Bn REME(V), Redhil; Cpl J
Four-way tie for first prize (18 goals, £975 W Dambrook, 3 RSME Regt, Blackwater;

each) Maj J J R Gout, Log Emp Trg School, gt N R Devine, BATUS, BFPO 14; Lt Col G

Deepeut; Capt J A Inglis, HQ Mil Wks Force, K Geddie, BVO, Ashchurch; Sgt L A

Chiwell; Sgt R J Payton, 4 Regt RA Wksp  Haydock, BFPO 825; Lt R Reid, AMS Trg

REME, BFPO 36; LCpl D N Shelton, 3 Bn Grp, Aldershot; Sgt R S Simpson, 4 Regt

REME, BFPO 41. AAC, BFPO 41; Lt Col S J hge:tt\:rke‘ HQ
18-way tie for fifth prize (17 goals, £33.33  DGAGC, Worthy Down; WO2 ison, 4

each) Cpl E Bloomfield, 1 RS, Fort George; ~ GS Regt RLC, Abingdon; Cpl C D Wright, 1

Pte NJ Doogan, 4 R Irish, BFPO 804; SSgt ~ PWO, Warminster.

J J Finnegan, 8 R Irish, BFPO 803; Cpl AP DECEMBER 31, 1994

Harris, 1 D and D, BFPO 16; Capt G B Hills, Two-way tie for first prize (22 goals, £1,500

“THE ROLLS ROYCE OF
COMBAT CLOTHING”

(‘What Kit' C and S Magazine)

Can be found in our
FREE No.11,
36 page, colour
catalogue.

With lots of exclusive military kit,
combat smocks, trousers,
webbing, chest rigs.

For your FREE catalogue write
or telephone:

HQ UKSC (G), BFPO 140; SSgt N J Horan,
96 Sy Sect, Aldershot; SSgt | B Ingram,

RDG, BFPO 16; WO2 M Lark, Spec Ops  Eight-way tie for third prize (21 goals,

Unit RMP, Wilton; Maj W V Miles, 21 Signal
Regt, Colerne; WO1 P K Murray, Defence
NBC Centre, Winterbourne Gunner; WO1 K
D O'Riordan, 253 Fd Amb RAMC, BFPO
801; WO1 J C M Pickford, 89 PC Regt RLC,
BFPO 26, Pte S Raine, 8 Arty Spt Regt RLC,
Catterick; Lt J Tate, 62 Cyprus Sp Sqn RE,
BFPO 58; Pte D Thomas, 26 Regt RA Wksp
REME, BFPO 113; LCpl M K Waughman, 10

each) SSgt M Newell, 26 Regt RA, BFPO
113; LCpl D T Wright, 9 R Irish, BFPO 808.

£187.50 each) WO2 R Carroll, 22 Regt RA,

Kirton in Lindsey; Major | S J Cassidy, Army
HQ Scotland; Pte C C Cheetham, BOD
Bicester; Cpl M J DeCourtney, HQ RSME,
Chatham; Pte V Doyle, UK Force Ary
AMF(L), Larkhill; Capt W J A Naismith, 39
Signal Regt (V), London; Cpl A G Skinner,

SPECIAL AIR SEA SERVICES

St. George's Works, St. George's Quay,

Lancaster, Lancashire LA1 5Qu.
Telephone: 01524 64204

Dhekelia Det RMP Cyprus FPO 58; Cfn M
S Sweetman, 1 |G, London.
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[SQUASH RIDING FOOTBALL PARACHUTING RUGBY

] | SPORT |

Brig David Harris (second left), chairman of UKSC(G) squash, with
members of the Herford men’s and Osnabriick women'’s teams

Herford lift
garrison
honours

HERFORD picked up the
UKSC(G) inter-garrison
squash team championships
staged at the Martch Sports
Club in Sennelager with a 4-1
victory over Osnabriick in the
final.

WO2 John McFadden (28
Engr Regt), Sgt Dinger Bell
(REME, 16 Regt RA Wksp),
SSgt Chic Warrington (16
Regt RA) and Capt Phil
Croager (REME, 16 Regt RA
Wksp) won their matches for
Herford, while Maj David
Bradley (RLC, HQ 1 (UK)
Armd Div) was forced to with-
draw during his game against
Sgt Phil Ashman (AGC(SPS),
14 Sig Regt) of Osnabriick.

Herford won through from
their preliminary league only
on countback after finishing
level with Hohne and Giiter-

sloh. Osnabriick eliminated
Paderborn in the other pool.

Osnabriick clinched the
women’s title by beating
Giitersloh 2-1, the crucial
match between 2nd Lt Jayne
Appleby (14 Sig Regt) and Lt
Red Savage (7 Tpt Regt RLC)
going to Appleby, who also
went on to win a round robin
competition organised after
Rheindahlen had withdrawn
their team because of exercise
commitments.

The tournament was spon-
sored by Hi-Tech and prizes
were presented by Brig David
Harris, ADC Commander Log
Sp HQ UKSC(G), who him-
self received a presentation to
mark his efforts on behalf of
Army squash in Germany. He
has since returned on posting
to the UK.

Picture: Mike Perring

11 February 1995.

THE BRITISH KIEL YACHT CLUB

YACHTS FOR SALE

HALLBERG-RASSY 29s 1990. Twelve yachts for sale by British
Kiel Yacht Club by competitive tender bids, minimum 65,000
Deutschmarks. Generously equipped. Lying Kiel. Bid deadline:

Detailed conditions from Captain of Boats. Tel: 01049.431.398833
(Fax: 397172) or ¢/o BKYC, PO BOX 2006, BFPO 105.
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Hampshire fall
the old one-tw

Hampshire 1, Army 2
IN AN epic struggle at East-
leigh, Southampton, the Army
scored a hard-earned 2-1 vic-
tory over Hampshire after
falling behind in the second
minute of this South West
Counties Championship tie,
writes Derrick Bly.

The Army defence had
barely got their bearings when
Kevin Chambers (Petersfield
Town) smashed the ball into
the corner of their net.

Strouts, Parkin, Maynard
and Russell returned to duty
but took time to settle and
Wiscombe was forced to make

a fingertip save before the
Army struck decisively in the
35th and 36th minutes.

Bradbury picked up a long
pass from Fagin, chipped the
‘keeper and slid the ball into an
empty net.

From the restart Russell’s
inch-perfect pass made Hamp-
shire’s back four irrelevant as
Bambrook timed his run to
slide the ball home.

Russell and Bradbury both
went close before the interval,
the latter just failing to add to
his 12 senior goals this season
after chesting down a high ball
and volleying inches over the

bar. Russell scooped a cross
from Higgins on to the top of
the woodwork.

Hampshire shaded a close
second half in which there were
chances at both ends. The
Army had Wiscombe to thank
for preserving their lead with
an outstanding one-handed
stop at point blank range, and
he made several other timely
interventions.

Although Maynard’s flick
gave Bradbury another chance
at the Hampshire end, most of
the questions were being asked
in front of the Army goal and
the defence did well to soak up

a lot of pressure from the
county forwards.

After victories over Middle-
sex and Hampshire, the Army
could find Sussex to be their
toughest opponents.

R Signals 1, Infantry 1
LCpl Kevin James (RWF)
scored for the Infantry from
the penalty spot midway
through the first half. Soon
after the interval LCpl Jimmy
Strouts equalised with a

header following a corner.

A windswept pitch made ball
control difficult and both sides
missed chances, making the
draw a fair result.

Tankies
on tour
in the
South

FALLINGBOSTEL’s “Cock-
ney Farmers” completed a
two-week rugby tour of the
South of England, taking on
Plymouth Albion, Dorchester,
Barnstaple and Redruth before
beating 1 RTR in a close game
at Tidworth.

The team’s nickname
derives from the amalgamation
of 2 and 3 RTR, which recruit-
ed from the London area and
the South West respectively.

Following the match at Tid-
worth, an all-RTR XV - the
Ironsides — played matches
against RMA Sandhurst and
RMCS Shrivenham.

In the final week the tourists
played against ATR Winches-
ter, where all Armoured Corps
recruits receive basic training,
before winding up with victory
over the very hospitable Basil-
don club who had visited
Fallingbostel the previous

season.

Pte Jason Baxter (left) and LCpl

Barry Cockburn of 1 PWO were Yorkies in

among the medal-winners at the
Cyprus parachute championships. th d I
Cockburn was third in th': intern’:e- e me a s
diate accuracy event while Baxter
was a member of the winning team in the senior accuracy event, third
in the intermediate style competition, first in the intermediate accura-
cy and overall intermediate champion. Both men are members of the
battalion parachute display team which appears at major summer
events throughout Yorkshire, the regiment’s recruiting area.
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ESAILING CROSS COUNTRY

Army doc sets
sail to secure
Olympic berth

ARMY doctor Maj Stuart
Hudson is putting an early
marker down for Olympic
selection by taking on the best
keelboat sailors in America.

Currently serving with 23
Parachute Field Ambulance
RAMUC at Aldershot, Hudson
left for Miami early this month
to spend two months honing
his sailing skills with the help of
Mark Reynolds, a former
Olympic gold medal winner
and now one of the USA’s top
sail makers.

Hudson switched last season
from Laser dinghies to the two-
man Star. He and Cpl Phil
Levers (R Sigs) made rapid
progress before winning the
Trofeo Aquafresca regatta on
Lake Garda in Italy.

But in top competition

Levers proved too light for the
24ft Star, which has a large sail
area for its size and requires
ballast in the form of a heavy

crewman. Hudson teamed up
with civilian Tim Carver, and
the new partnership is among
the favourites for the one Star
place in the British team which
will compete in Savannah’s
warm waters in 1996.

Before leaving for America,
Hudson and Carver trained at
Hayling Island. They have
been coached by Bryn Vaile, a
Star gold medal winner in
Korea, and advised by Col
Mike Brooke, late RE, who
sailed with the legendary
Rodney Patterson, and Col
Nick Ross, late REME, Rear
Commodore Army Sailing
Association, and an Olympic
contender in the Seventies.

Hudson’s boat was bought
with the help of one of the
Army’s Olympic aspirant
grants.

Towing the Star to competi-
tions abroad has been made
easier by the loan of a Land

Rover Discovery. Land Rover
has also made available a vehi-
cle for Hudson’s use in Miami.

Before competing in the
British Olympic trials at Wey-
mouth in September — they

Maj Stuart Hudson (inset) and sailing with Cpl Phil Levers in Italy

must win to ensure selection —
Hudson and Carver will race in
Palma, take part in the Euro-
pean spring championships in
Athens and the Spa regatta in
Holland, and sail in Kiel Week.

VETERAN international ath-
lete Lt Col Glen Grant (Com-
mandant MCTC) turned
back the clock at the New
Year’s Day indoor meeting in
the National Indoor Arena at
Birmingham to smash the
M40 1,500m record.

Grant ran brilliantly against
athletes half his age to record a
time of 3min 57.16sec, slash-
ing more than a second off the
old mark.

Sgt Bill Bailey (2 Sig Regt),
also a veteran international,
was selected for the Hampshire
senior team due to run in the
Inter-Counties cross country
championships at Luton on
January 14, and Cpl Colin
Palmer was in a Kent vest after
finishing an excellent 5th in
their championships.

One of the Army’s top
female athletes, SSgt Mel
Bradley (ATR Pirbright), who
is back after injury, was also
due to run at Luton while SSgt
Betty Gash (RMAS) was a late
call-up for the Surrey team.

Army cross country is in
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Back from injury: SSgt Mel
Bradley gets back into shape
during @ Long Look tour in
New Zealand

exceptional form at the
moment and the senior team
managers are hoping to end
the RAF’s 22-year domination

of the Inter-Service champi-
onships at RAF Halton on
February 17.

Meanwhile, an Army squad
of 11 competed by invitation
for the first time in the South of
England men’s Under 23
championship over a testing
11km course at Leighton Buz-
zard last month. All 11 finished
in the top 40 in a field of high
quality, securing third place in
the team event behind Sussex
and Devon.

There were noteworthy runs
from Sig Jim Richards (7th),
Cpl Lee Boston (11th), Pte
Barry Dack (17th) and Sig Kev
Hawker (21st). Dack is a Royal
Anglian, while the other three
are members of the prolific 2
Signal Regt production line.

Cpl Colin Palmer (1 RSME)
has been nominated captain of
the Army senior cross country
team for 1995. International
athlete Sgt Kelly Holmes will
lead the women, Pte Nigel
Bamford (23 PFA) the juniors
and Sgt Bill Bailey (2 Sig Regt)
the veterans.

® Twenty places in the
London Marathon are to be
reserved annually for Army
runners following a decision to
run the Inter-Services race in
conjunction with the London,
starting with this year’s event
on April 2.

As a result, the 1995 Army
marathon has been changed
from Gosport in April to the
Polytechnic race (Windsor to
Chiswick) in September.

In future, Army teams will
be chosen after the September
championships.

® 28 Engr Regt, who swept
the board at the Army relay
championships at Twesel-
down, did so despite the fact
that half the team were serving'
in Bosnia at the time.

® The 4th Inter-Corps cross
country championships take
place at Battlesbury Barracks,
Warminster on February 24.

® The 124 Petroleum Sgn
RLC(V) women’s team won
their race at the RLC cross
country championships at
Grantham.
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Wherever you are in the world, if you are considering a new car,
Tax Free for export or UK Tax Paid for use in Britain you could be on
the way to owning a prestigious new R over at well below UK List Price.
There will be a big saving from the Rover/SCE concession.
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colour Rover/SCE information pack.
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