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If you’re over five you
can save £30

As a member of Britain’s armed forces BT think you deserve every
oppor tunity to keep in touch with friends and relations.

So if BT can connect 6 or more service personnel, at the same location,
each individual customer gets £30 off the normal connection charge.

It's good to talk so get in touch with BT on 0800 400471 and a telephone
can be installed for just £69 plus vat.

This offer is exclusive to service personnel in service accommodation ;
Following installation of your telephone normal rental and call charges then apply.
Offer subject to normal BT terms and conditions. // 7
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The Light Dragoons

Above: The crossed kukris of the Gurkhas rests proudly
on a patch of the Royal Scots’ Hunting Stuart tartan
Right: Piper Jamie Rutherford introduces L.Cpl Nar Purja
to the pipes as the Royal Scots welcome 100 Gurkhas to
their ranks at Hyderabad Barracks, Colchester

Tartan
Gurkhas
reinforce

the Royal Scots

PLANS to station 2,000 Gurkha troops in the United Kingdom follow-
ing the re-structuring of the brigade were outlined in a written reply
by Armed Forces Minister Nicholas Soames.

Current plans for Gurkha
locations when the re-structur-
ing of the Brigade of Gurkhas
is complete were given as: Ist
Battalion, The Royal Gurkha
Rifles, Church Crookham;
demonstration companies, RMA
Sandhurst and Brecon; Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers, Maidstone;
Queen’s  Gurkha  Signals,
Blandford; and the Queen’s
Gurkha Transport Regiment,
Colchester.

Quartet joins Canadian H

A MUCH smaller British contingent has deployed to central Africa than
was originally mooted following the crisis in Zaire. A team of four, led by
Col David Park, Chief of Staff of the Joint Rapid Deployment Force at
Northwood. is based at Entebbe, Uganda, as staff officers with the Cana-
dian HQ co-ordinating humanitarian aid to eastern Zaire and Rwanda.

Gurkha reinforcement com-
panies are being allocated to
the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Scots at Colchester; 1st Battal-
ion, The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment at Canter-
bury; and 2nd Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment based at
Aldershot.

One hundred Gurkha sol-
diers joined the Royal Scots at
Colchester at the beginning of
December. They will form B

Q at Entebbe

Company, bringing the battal-
ion up to strength for its new
international role with 24 Air-
mobile Brigade.

Based at Cavalry Barracks in
the garrison, the Gurkhas will
wear their crossed-kukris cap
badge on a backing patch of
Hunting Stuart tartan.

In a Commons question relat-
ing to the hand-over of Hong
Kong, Mr Derek Fatchett had
also asked about Gurkha pay in
relation to British troops.

“We intend that the
Gurkhas’ remuneration will be
broadly equivalent to that of
British troops of similar rank,”
Mr Soames said.

® RS exercise — Pages 24-25
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[ NEWSLETN E s
Terriers prepare to go up the jungle

OUR HUNDRED part-time Territorial  Army  troops, as part of their jungle survival

soldiers from London and the including some from the training.

South are preparing to exercise Aldershot-based 10th Battal- It will be the first time whole

in the jungles of Belize during ion, The Parachute Regiment, TA units have been sent to the ; T
January and February. The will see and touch live snakes South American region. A summary of Defence

topics from Westminster

Challenge
for the
Tunnel

THE PROSPECT of Challenger
tanks crossing to the Continent
via the Channel Tunnel was
raised by a Commons written
question.

Shadow Defence Secretary
Dr David Clark, who asked
about such a possibility, was
told in a letter from Defence
Transport and Movements
Chief Michael Hodson that the
tunnel loading gauge is large
enough to accept Challengers.

However, the UK rail loading
gauge could not accommodate
Challengers so they would have
to be moved by road to Cheriton
to be loaded. On the French
side either rail or road could be
used, depending on the eventu-

- : : - o al destination.
Army Medical Services personnel show off the pital based at Gosport. Two of the air-transportable While there were no current

SE—

T

.. r'rlﬁ'hrigtheatre

facilities in a new mobile operating theatre at theatre, resuscitation and utility units have been intention
: : 2 . s to move tanks through
Keogh Barracks, Aldershot. Pictured are Sgt Martin bought. One will be deployed to Bosnia and the the tunnelo Mr Hoﬂ;gn rzaigd
Keane, Sgt Gary Stone {on the table), Sgt Kevin other retained in the UK for training purposes. They planning co'ntinued “in order that
Nolan and Sgt Ken Ferdinand, all from 33 Field Hos- are the same size as a standard ISO container. this could be a future option”.
aJ O Q

Transfer of the Royal Defence

- Medical College from Millbank
a a2 I n = r m o u n to HMS Dolphin, Gosport, will
take place this year, Armed
Forces Minister Nicholas Soames
said in a written reply.

u
“The new health studies divi-
sion of the college is already
located at HMS Dolphin in tem-

porary accommaodation; it will

SUCCESS of a campaign to 1995 in a bid to retain quality gible for another £2,000 expand and move into a pur-
persuade soldiers to remain in soldiers serving on open bounty shortly after they com- pose-built building [in 1997]."
service for an extra year has engagement in the Household plete their re-engagement. The remaining college facili-

ties at Millbank would move to

delighted its sponsors. Cavalry, Royal Armoured This financial retention itagent P h
By November 1, 3,330 sol- Corps, Royal Artillery and incentive bounty is payable to 5 Gosport site, near 1ne
. . y . Haslar tri-Service  hospital,
diers had decided to take up Infantry when they had com- all soldiers serving on the open o ton Bacmes
th.e bounty of £1,400 (£I,QOO pletgd less than three years’ engagement for thf? comple- available. he added.
after tax and ERNIC), which service. They were offered a tion of six and nine years, O O O
represents an 88 per cent bounty if they agreed to with- although it is actually paid at Reporting that there were
acceptance rate. draw their right to give 12 the completion of five and four substantiated bullying cases
The re-engagement scheme months’ notice for a year after eight vears’ service because of in the Army in 1994, the last
was introduced in October receiving the bounty. the requirement to give 12 year for which figures are com-
The success of the scheme months’ notice. plete, Defence Minister Earl

Howe told the Lords: “Bullying in

as riate critical he s yment ins ;
W hasd helped ‘ al]ewactiL c:d t szi hT _ﬁfqt pa}m’ 15 agam:g the Notod Fofoos. whah it
under-manning and reduce this entitlement were actione cocure = and It ocrims ol

Eurrentc n:’emb:rship of _thet the peak levels of outflow expe- in January 1996, with an rarely — is a serious matter
u;’ggr 40%;& _ .g;f_ﬁa’;,s enlr:s rienced at the three-year point. increasing number of soldiers which the Services will stamp
I 4 Provided they remain in ser- receiving the bounty each on at the first opportunity.”

vice, these soldiers are also eli- month.

oy o : » ™
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J WE BRING GPS DOWN TO EARTH.™

MILITARY GPS

DIRECT FROM THE
IMPORTERS

NEW MODELS

NEW PRICES
For 1997

GPS 2000 new spec £150
GPS 4000 c¢/w Worldwide Grid £185

Trailblazer XL £225
Patriot £580
Pioneer with Arabic £350
Nav 1000M5 poa
Eagle poa
Hawk poa
Prices inclusive of VAT. P&P £7.00 inc Insurance.
Spec Prices for
Unit & Overseas Orders
MAGELLAN
TRAILBLAZER UK W
Smeaton House, Inveresk
East Lothian EH21 8PR
Tel: 0131 665 1186
Fax: 0131 665 1187 J
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Just a few reasons
why you should subscribe to

Army Quarterly
and Defence Journal

AQ informs — not just on Britain and NATO Defence
Strategy — but over a whole range of international defence
topics.

AQ entertains: accounts of past battles, historic
campaigns, personality profiles ensure that you will always
find something in the Journal to absorb you.

AQ keeps you up to date. We publish around 800 items of
army news in the four issues each year. The Army
Quarterly Diary gives a continuing picture on current
military, diplomatic and political problems world wide.

AQ) has the most interesting features, the best writers and
a wide range of book and video reviews.

There is more. If you take out a subscription before Dec 31,
1996, we will give you the two previous issues of the
Journal with your first copy free of charge!

Subscription 1997 £52.00. Three-Year contract £138.00.

Write now plus your remittance to:

Army Quarterly and Defence Journal
1 West Street, Tavistock, Devon PL19 9DF
Tel: 01822 613577 Fax: 01822 612785

D6

LEARN TO FLY
Wing O Rotor)

International

AEROPLANE TRAINING

You can obtain your pilot's licence for as little
as £2,200 in sunny Florida, two miles from the
beach, at any time of the year. For this price
you will receive:

* 28.5 hours dual instruction
20 hours solo practice
all necessary books
ground instruction
medical
written test fees
checkride
transport to and from Orlando airport
free accommodation
All you need to pay is the air fare to Florida

HELICOPTER TRAINING
Call us for the cheapest helicopter training in the USA!!!
FIXED WING AND HELICOPTER
PRIVATE LICENCE THROUGH TO COMMERCIAL

SPECIAL RATES FOR RESETTLEMENT COURSES

Phone Paula or Harry for more information on
001 904 437 8359 or fax on 001 904 437 6000

Wing & Rotor International, Flagler County Airport, SR100,

L S S A .

Box 18T, No 12 Bunnell, Florida, USA Zip 32110
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MoD’s Whitehall HQ up for tender

PLANS to redevelop MoD
Main Building in Whitehall
involve invitations to the pri-
vate sector to undertake the
work and operate the building.

Key services such as heating

REME hot
air solves

workshop

problem

SOLDIERS of Ist Bartalion
REME found an air-tight solu-
tion to the accommodation
shortage in Bosnia . . . by blow-
ing up their own workshop.

Just arrived from Osnabriick,
the battalion was affected by a
serious lack of local roofed
shelter. Its troops were issued
with four inflatable Airshelters,
specially designed to take the
Army’s large DROPS vehicles,
with the cab tilted.

Capt Chaz Scholefield, 1
REME, said: “They are simple
to erect, require little mainte-
nance and are rugged enough
to survive the Bosnian winter.”

The first shelters were offi-
cially handed over to Col Ken
Ferguson, Commander Equip-
ment Support, by the manag-
ing director of Airshelter, Mr
Richard Bailey.

SIB units of the Royal Mili-
tary Police in Bosnia are using
a smaller version of the shelter.

Fewer U

BRITISH contribution to an
international military presence
to succeed the Peace Imple-
mentation Force (IFOR) in
Bosnia could be about 5,000
ground troops, Defence Secre-
tary Michael Portillo said in a
Commons written reply.

The international communi-
ty developed its political strate-
gy during a conference in
London on December 5. The
exact size and nature of the
military force were being
worked out in Brussels as this
issue went to press.

In principle the United
Kingdom was prepared to con-
tribute 5,000 ground troops to
such a force, subject to condi-
tions, said Mr Portillo.

The Implementation Force
became SFOR (Stabilisation

and ventilation in the Grade 1
listed structure require urgent
attention, and the accommo-
dation falls far short of modern

work, outlined by Procure-
ment Minister James Arbuth-
not, would increase capacity
from 2,800 to 3,250 staff in an

standards. efficient, modern working
A major programme of environment.

e Tarmac

e W
i

Surgical precision: Maj Gen (Retd) John Matheson cuts the first turf on
the site of the replacement medical reception station at Redford Bar-
racks, Colinton, in Edinburgh. He was the commanding officer when
the current MRS was built in 1946. Helping contractor is Alan Munroe

K troops for Bosnia

Force) on December 20 when
the German-led Land Centre
headquarters replaced the
British-led Allied Command
Europe Rapid Reaction Force
HQ. It has 31,000 troops
under its command.

Britain’s contribution would
be roughly half the force it
deployed to IFOR, retaining
armour and artillery elements.

Paderborn-based HQ 20
Armoured Brigade, com-
manded by Brig David Leakey,
took over from 1 Mechanised
Brigade in Sipovo in late Octo-
ber. It is the first brigade head-
quarters to return to Bosnia.

Supported by 200 HQ and
Signal Regiment, 20 Bde is
expected to be in theatre for six
months. At the same time, the
1st Battalion, The Green

Howards replaced the 1st Bat-
talion, The Worcestershire and
Sherwood Foresters Regiment,
but are based at Gornji Vakuf
instead of Sipovo. The 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Green Jack-
ets returned early from Gornji
Vakuf and has not been
replaced.

The Queen’s Dragoon
Guards swapped with The
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards
from Fallingbostel, while The
Household Cavalry Regiment
from Windsor also provided
reconnaissance forces.

Other changes included 1
Royal Horse Artillery being
replaced by 4 Regiment, Royal
Artillery from Osnabriick, and
36 Engineer Regiment hand-
ing over to 39 Engineer Regi-
ment from Waterbeach.

What the papers have been saying

No plans
for large
Chinese
garrison

China has no intention of march-
ing large numbers of troops into
Hong Kong on July 1, when the
territory reverts to Chinese sov-
ereignty, Fd Marshal Sir Peter
Inge, Chief of the Defence Staff,
said following talks with military
chiefs in Beijing. — Daily Tele-
graph

d Part-time SAS soldiers
from London-based 21 SAS (V)
have been suspended for acting
as extras in a TV documentary
about the élite regiment. — Daily
Mail.

1 Three female sergeants
have secured a total of
£130,000 compensation after
claiming sexual discrimination
over their rates of pay. — Sunday
Times

1 Stress may have made
some Gulf War soldiers more
likely to fall ill after taking anti-
nerve gas agents, research in
Israel suggests. — Guardian

1 The Brazilian representa-
tive at a conference on Aids and
the disease’s impact on armed
forces in Latin America said his
country would begin distributing
condoms and Aids information
to new recruits. Brazil has more
HIV-positive soldiers than any
other Latin American country. —
Guardian

1 Detailed plans of the SAS
Regiments proposed new
headquarters are open to public
inspection at the offices of South
Herefordshire district council. —
Daily Express

e —

§ 1ts a fact ey

Number of females serving in
the Armed Forces (excluding
the Royal Irish Regiment) at
October 1, 1996 was 15,259, of
whom 1,073 were Army offi-
cers. Of these, the highest
ranking were ten colonels, fol-
lowed by 36 lieutenant
colonels, 213 majors and 471
captains. - Parliamentary
replies.
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THE arrival of a New Year tradi-
tionally presents an opportunity
for reflection on the past, and for
the setting of an agenda for the
coming months. For Service
people and for their families, 1996
was a challenging year.
We have seen subtle
changes in attitudes
to meet the demands
of a developing soci-
ety and, for many,
there has had to be a
shift in the way we
view Service life.
During 1997, many
of the trends which
began over the past

For families who have
seen their head of household only
infrequently, the question of inter-
vals between tours of duty will
continue to be at the top of their
wish list.

Although the Army cannot be
run exclusively with the needs of
the family in mind, | hope that
fewer families will have to get
used to parents who are frequent-
ly absent for long periods of time.

Without wishing to appear flip-
pant | would include pets as family
members. | hope that the coming
year sees some change in the
quarantine process which would
allow properly vaccinated pets,
with the appropriate identification
papers, to remain with their family
on return to the UK.

In Germany, 1997 will see the
new health-care provision system
developing even further. So far
the changes seem to have been
well planned and sensitively man-
aged. German health workers
have gone out of their way to help
— many brushing up their lan-
guage skills.

When the new system was
introduced fears were expressed
about the use of German hospi-
tals. In the event many families
have found that the service is
even better than they hoped.

This is not to say that there
haven't been problems, but where
they have occurred they have
been quickly resolved.

A very happy
(consolidated)
New Year to all

Attitudes in the workplace have
also had to undergo a change in
the past 12 months, and the Army
has had to listen to criticism about
discrimination and harassment.
While action has been taken to
address perceived
problems | can fore-
see the issue
coming to the sur-
face again.

With the structure
of the family continu-
ing to evolve in our
society  generally,
and with the nation
becoming ever more
litigious, | think we
have not heard the

12 months will be e
gathering momentum. W last of many issues

in this area. Among
them, | think the position of single
Service parents and the con-
tentious matter of sexual orienta-
tion and Service life will re-surface
in 1997.

The most persistent theme of
1996 centred on the need for sta-
bility. Many have said that what is
needed now is a period of consol-
idation. The Army needs no more
reviews, no more reports and no
more cost-cutting measures.

In the past few years we have
seen huge changes in the culture.
Many have been necessary, if
painful, but | believe it is to the
credit of all Service people — from
private to field marshal — that
those changes have been incor-
porated with very little whingeing
and a great deal of dignity.

We have watched the Army
respond to international demands
with efficiency and we have seen
soldiers’ families supporting them
with stoic calm.

Many unpredictable events will
happen in 1997 . . . but you do not
need a crystal ball to know that,
whatever occurs, the British sol-
dier — male or female — will contin-
ue to serve with honour and their
families will go on supporting them.

| hope that the rest of the world
leaves them alone to get on with it.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO
786; c/o Soldier.

Good and bad news at AFF conference

THE Child Support Agency has
reached an agreement with the
MoD - subject to a timetable — to
treat women who have a BFPO
address as a “habitual resident in
the United Kingdom”, Defence
Minister Earl Howe told a well-
attended annual Army Families
Federation Conference in Herford,
Germany.

L EDGARERE. o

SIX members of 1 Kings Own
Border swapped combats for fancy
dress and a pantomime cow cos-
tume to help Children In Need.
Led by Cpl Phil Norbury, the
team - all trained PTls — featured
British cross-country skier LCpl

8

Colin Hayton and fellow LCpls
Mark Toner, Jay Noble, Simon
Grey and Wayne Martin.

Take a peak...
Spinal injury charity ASPIRE is
calling for teams of climbers and

Sweet thought: Lt Col Mike Dyer, commanding officer of Krefeld-
based 7 Signal Regiment, and his wife Annie help to pack sweets for
local children who took part in the traditional St Martin’s Day festival
hosted on this occasion by the regiment at its barracks. Local Berg-
erverein officials were closely consulted in the weeks leading up to
the event to ensure tradition was served.

On another contentious issue,

he said the 24-month tour gap,
which he had spoken about at the
1995 conference, had not come
into being, athough he felt it was
still achievable.

Lord Howe also assured the
300-strong audience that rumours
that the Bett Report had been
shelved were without foundation.

An open forum at the confer-
ence addressed issues which

included the possibility of a
change in Britain's quarantine
laws, and whether the nursery
voucher scheme would be intro-
duced in British Forces Germany.

Among key speakers were Gen
Sir Michael Rose, Adjutant Gener-
al; AFF chairman Cherry Milne;
Maj Gen Christopher Drewry,
GOC UKSC (G); and Bob Wilcox,
Chief Executive of the Health

Alliance, who announced that
more speech therapists, dentists
and other medical staff will be
available in the New Year.

@® June Mouat was presented
with the Anne Armstrong Award
at the conference for her help in
supporting the wives of ARRC
personnel during their year-
long deployment to Bosnia.

BFBS

aims for millennium

with £60m Forces’ contract

BFBS - the familiar “voice” from
home which reaches British Ser-
vicemen and women all over the
world — has signed a contract
worth £60 million which will allow it
to go on providing radio and televi-
sion services to the Armed Forces
overseas.

The deal, with the MoD, runs for
five years and closely follows the
move of Service broadcasting into
the commercial sector. The SSVC
Group recently launched two new
companies, TLI (Teleport London
International) and Visua.

Under the terms of the contract,

SSVC will continue to manage
BFBS (British Forces Broadcasting
Service) Radio and Television, for-
merly known as SSVC TV. BFBS
TV transmits a range of pro-
grammes from BBC 1, BBC 2,
Channel 4 and BSkyB, as well as
news magazine and children’s
material produced by SSVC.
“BFBS has been operating since
1943" said Peter McDonagh,
Director of the SSVC Group's
broadcasting division. “It became
clear that the MoD felt we were the
only organisation that could handle
the complex business of providing

IN BRIEF |

NAAF| has set up a mail order
business — Select Catalogues — in
partnership with Lanica Trust, with
worldwide rights to sell non-food
products and services to personnel
in the Armed Forces.

A survey of the gardens of
more than 70 homes adjacent to
Roocroft Barracks in Ashford,
Kent — mounted by the Defence
Radiological Protection Service
- has revealed no signs of
radioactivity resulting from the
burial of luminous paint deposits
burnt in 1966 at the barracks.

Good news for the “Parent with
Care”, the person with whom a
child is living, and who provides for
them on a daily basis. If they are in
receipt of maintenance and wish to
return to work, they could receive a
lump sum of up to £1,000 if Parlia-
ment approves the Child Mainte-
nance Bonus planned to come into
effect on April 7.

walkers to undertake the Three
Peaks Challenge over the week-
end of June 7-9. Participants have
to climb Ben Nevis, Scafell and
Snowdon in 24 hours in teams of
four. Details from Ann Frampton,
tel 0181 954-0701.

Key role

for Brian

When Catterick Garrison Welfare Services identified a need for trans-
port for local soldiers and families for hospital visits, doctors’
appointments and family and youth activities, they approache.d a
local car dealer for help. That’s how former King’s Regiment officer
Stuart Metcalfe — now a military sales consultant for the firm —came to
be handing the keys of an eight-seater vehicle to his father, Brian, a

retired AGC officer who works for Welfare Services in the garrison

a variety of broadcast operations
from the Falklands to Brunei, and
from Belize to Bosnia, to the high
standards expected by the military.

“Although there are many Eng-
lish language broadcasting sys-
tems available overseas, only
BFBS provides highly-targeted
programmes especially tailored for
the information and entertainment
needs of Britain's Armed Forces in
more than 40 countries.”

Combined Services Entertain-
ment (CSE) will continue to provide
shows to the Armed Forces around
the world. It sends out 40 overseas
tours a year, involving such artists
as Jim Davidson and Paul Daniels.

The group will also maintain a
sales and distribution operation
providing consumer products and
video rental for military personnel
through shops on overseas bases,
and will operate the 20 Forces’ cin-
emas which attract an annual audi-
ence of more than 155,000.

In a separate deal, SSVC was
awarded a three-year contract
worth £2.5 million by the British
Defence Film Library. The arrange-
ment will provide the MoD with a
comprehensive archiving, distribu-
tion and international sales service
for its training programmes.

The library has an unmatched
archive of material spanning the
history of British Armed Forces
since the Second Warld War.

Red-eployed
BRITISH Army resettlement exper-
tise has helped more than 1,500
redundant Russian officers to pre-
pare for civilian life since a pilot
project began in October 1995.
Aimed at helping Russia cope
with massive cutbacks in its armed
forces, the British scheme — draw-
ing on MoD experience in the post-
Options for Change years — has
been so successful that Defence
Secretary Michael Portillo, on a
visit to Moscow, announced that
the UK will contribute a further
£3.3m for re-training Russian offi-
cers over the next three years.

ITH JONE 1937

G

Hot stuff: poster for SSAFA
Forces Help’s “potty” day

ON January 1, SSAFA merged
with the long-established Forces
Help Society and Lord Roberts
Workshops to form a single
caseworking charity — SSAFA
Forces Help.

Later this year, as part of a
public awareness drive for the
new organisation, a series of
“brew-ups” at battalion and regi-
ment level is being held, together
with similar events for the other
two Services.

These are taking place
between June 7 and 15, but the
main event — which SSAFA
Forces Help says will be run
annually — is The Big Brew Up
on June 11.

On that date, “tea parties” are
planned for locations as diverse
as Salisbury Plain and mid-air in
a helicopter.

D-Day might have been on
June 6, but TEA-Day is June 11.

@ A feature on the new organi-
sation will appear in the next issue.
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A REVIEW OF EVENTS AND ISSUES THAT CONFRONTED THE BRITISH ARMY

YEAR OF THE PEACEKEEPERS

BRITISH main battle tanks and heavy
guns arrive at Split as the British contin-
gent to the NATO-led Peace Implementa-
tion Force (IFOR) beefs up its presence in
former Yugoslavia. Two Challenger 1
squadrons from The Queen’s Royal Hus-
sars based at Catterick are shipped to the
Adriatic as Britain’s 11,500 IFOR troops
pour in from Germany and the UK.

Cambridge Military Hospital, Alder-
shot, closes its doors after 117 years.

The MoD announces that it is to place
orders worth more than £200 million for
thousands of new Land Rover vehicles to
meet the Army’s utility truck and ambu-
lance needs.

A 42 Survey Engineer Group unit
deploys to Bosnia with Tacisys, a high-tech,
3-D mapping system developed at its Her-
mitage headquarters in Berkshire.

FEBRUARY

A massive bomb blast in London’s Canary
Wharf on the evening of Friday, February
9 kills two and injures more than 100 just
30 minutes after the IRA announces that it
has ended the cease-fire which began on
August 31, 1994, Soldiers in Northern Ire-
land exchange berets for helmets as a pre-
cautionary measure and 500 troops, based
on the 1st Barttalion, The Royal Irish Regi-
ment from Catterick, are flown to the
Province, taking the number of soldiers to
17,000.

Soldiers are offered £250 to recruit a
friend in a move to improve manpower
shortages.

In response to the Bett Independent
Review, the ranks of Field Marshal, Admi-
ral of the Fleet and Marshal of the Royal
Air Force, the highest in the Armed Forces,
are to be abolished in peacetime. It is said
the move will cut costs and make the officer
structure compatible with the UK’s part-
ners in multi-national operations.

Two-stage military pay rises of
between 3.2 and 3.8 per cent are rec-

End of the cease-fire: IRA decision to resume
its campaign of violence means the return of
soldiers to the streets of Northern Ireland

An overwhelming majority of Servicemen
support the MoD’s ban on homosexuals
enlisting in the Army, Royal Navy or Royal
Air Force, says a report published by the
MoD’s Homosexuality Policy Assessement
Team. The Army signs up to a five-year
programme of racial equality measures
drawn up in liaison with the Commission
for Racial Equality. It is announced that

women soldiers who have been paid less
than male soldiers on the same terms of
service are to be compensated and offered
new engagements.

Officers and men of 21 Engineer Regi-
ment march out of Nienburg-Weser to
mark the end of a British Army association
with the German town stretching back 46
vears. The regiment will be based in
Osnabriick.

A new TA regiment forms at Peterbor-
ough when the 5th (Volunteer) Battal-
ion, The Royal Anglian Regiment is
renamed and re-roled to become 158
(Royal Anglian) Regiment, Royal
Logistic Corps.

A new Permanent Joint Headquarters
opens at Northwood. It will co-ordinate
combined operations involving all three
Services.

The Army Welfare Service and
Defence Housing Executive come into
being. Changes in the Services medical
field result in the creation of three agencies
owned by the Surgeon General. They are
the Defence Secondary Care Agency,
which will manage MoD hospitals and mil-
itary units within NHS hospitals; the tri-
Service Defence Dental Agency; and the
Medical Supplies Agency, to provide
medical, dental and veterinary material,
blood and blood products, and technical
and logistical support to UK Armed Forces
worldwide.

The Army Individual Training Organi-
sation is launched with responsibility for
the majority of the establishments needed
to train 85,000 soldiers every year to meet
the needs of the Field Army and the Quar-
termaster General.

Cpl Levi Ashley, aged 25, receives his
fifth operational and theatre medal, for ser-
vice in Bosnia, at a parade by 27 Regiment

ommended by the Armed Forces Pay
Review Body and accepted by the
Government.

Armed Forces Minister Nicholas
Soames announces that health records
of thousands of soldiers who served in
the Gulf War are to be screened in an
attempt to establish whether there is
an increased incidence of illness
among the veterans or an unusual
number of birth abnormalities among
their children.

In Bosnia, three members of The
Light Dragoons are killed when their
Spartan light reconnaissance vehicle is
blown up in an unmarked minefield.

Royal Army Veterinary Corps per-
sonnel unveil protective footwear

RLC in Aldershot. During his
eight years in the Army, Cpl
Ashley has served with the UN
in Cyprus, the Gulf, Angola,
and UNPROFOR and IFOR in
former Yugoslavia.

British  soldiers from the
Aldershot-based 5th Airborne
Brigade taking part in Exercise
Purple Star in the USA join
American soldiers in the biggest
Allied airdrop since the Second
World War.

The Federation of Army
Wives is relaunched as the
Army Families Federation.

Soldier wins three national
awards in the annual competi-
tion run by the British Associa-

for search dogs working in bomb- End of the line: 21 Engineer Regiment marches out of Nienbrg- tion of Communicators in

damaged, glass-strewn environments.
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Weser in Germany

Business.

Criticism from MPs, ex-Service personnel
and dependants’ organisations follows
media reports that a Japanese consortium
is among four which will bid to buy the
MoD’s married quarters estate. The
IRA launches a mortar bomb attack on
Quebec Barracks, Osnabriick. There
are no casualties. The Army — with the
address  http://lwww.Army.mod.uk -
launches itself on the Internet.

Commander British Forces Hong
Kong, Maj Gen Bryan Dutton, visits Shen
Zhen in southern China to meet the gener-
al who will command the People’s Libera-
tion Army in Hong Kong.

A stress fracture ruins Sgt Kelly Holmes’s
chances of winning a medal at the Olympic
Games in Atlanta. Running after injections
of local anaesthetic to numb the pain in her
leg, Holmes finishes fourth in the 800m
and leads for much of the way in the
1,500m final before finishing, almost at a
walk, in 11th place.

The House of Commons Defence
Committee comments that the Armed
Forces would be hard-pressed to operate
effectively at a higher level of activity or
undertake any additional
operational commitments.
Main problems are manpow-
er shortages, meeting the
Bosnia commitment, and
training. Diana, Princess
of Wales, relinquishes her
Service appointments — she
was Colonel-in-Chief of The
Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment and The Light
Dragoons — on her divorce.

Cpl Lorna Waud, R Sig-
nals, finds herself on national
television when singer Sir
Cliff Richard puts his arm
round her while serenading
the Centre Court crowd at
rain-affected Wimbledon.

Two British soldiers from 39 Regiment RA
serving with the United Nations in Cyprus
are hurt during violent clashes between
Greek and Turkish Cypriots on the Green
Line which partitions the island.

In a gesture of historic reconciliation,
cadets from the Southampton University
Officers’ Training Corps and detachments
from the Royal Engineers and Royal Regi-
ment of Wales build a community hall at
Rorke’s Drift in Kwa Zulu Natal.

Veterans return to Hong Kong for the
city’s final Liberation Parade before
China takes over in 1997. The annual
parade commemorates the end of Japanese
occupation during the Second World War.

o )

Medals: Cpl Levi Ashley RLC
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units from Castlemartin,
Dyfed, Wales, where they have

"’“ﬂ‘wﬁ'ﬁa trained for the past 35 years.
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Gen Sir Charles Guthrie,
4 Chief of the General Staff
since March 1994, is to suc-
ceed Fd Marshal Sir Peter
Inge as Chief of the Defence
Staff in April. Gen Sir Roger
Wheeler, C-in-C Land Com-
mand, will be CGS.
Paderborn-based HQ 20
Armoured Brigade relieves
1 Mechanised Brigade at
Sipovo, becoming the first
brigade to return to Bosnia. A
parade at Woolwich marks
delivery of the first of the new
generation Rapier low-level,
anti-aircraft system — Field
Standard C (FSC) - to the

.

All leave in Bosnia is cancelled as British
soldiers keep a watching brief during cru-
cial elections. Troops, vehicles and equip-
ment from the 7th Armoured Brigade
pour into Poland for Ulan Eagle, a major
exercise using former Warsaw Pact training
grounds. Modernised facilities at March-
wood Military Port are
opened by the Princess Royal
following a six-year, multi-
million pound building pro-
gramme.

The Queen presents a new
Colour — the Ballater Colour
— to her royal guard at Bal-
moral. This year her guard is
provided by the st Battal-
ion, The Black Watch. Two
more units disband: 50
Hong Kong Workshop and
67 Gurkha Independent
Field Squadron, Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers.

Contracts worth £1,662
million are exchanged
between the MoD and
Annington Homes for the
sale of the Armed Forces’ married quar-
ters estate in England and Wales. British
Army chefs sweep the board at the culi-
nary Olympics in Berlin.

The Royal Army Chaplains’ Depart-
ment leaves Bagshot Park, its home for
nearly 50 years. It will be collocated in a
new Armed Forces Chaplaincy Centre
near Andover, Hampshire.

OCTOBER

REME WOI1 James Bradwell dies of
injuries sustained when the IRA explodes
two bombs in the British Army’s Northern
Ireland headquarters at Thiepval Bar-
racks, Lisburn. Parades and concerts
mark the departure of German Army tank

End of the line: German Panzers quit Castlemartin’s ranges

Royal Artillery.

An escalation of the humanitarian tragedy
developing on the Zaire-Rwanda border
prompts Britain to consider sending a mili-
tary force to assist the international aid
response. A recce party receives little co-
operation in the region and the return of
refugees eases the problem to the point
where the military force is stood down.

As soldiers the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Gurkha Rifles returns to the UK from
Hong Kong, their conditions are reviewed
to address the question of accompanied
service, not previously allowed for Gurkhas
posted to Britain. The 1st Battalion, The
Staffordshire Regiment deploys to Hong
Kong to provide an infantry presence until
relieved by The Black Watch in February.

HQ ARRC, led by Lt Gen Sir Mike
Walker, returns to Germany from Bosnia.
Gen Walker will succeed Gen Sir Roger
Wheeler at Land Command. Defence Sec-
retary Michael Portillo announces that the
UK is prepared to send 5,000 ground
troops to any successor to the Implementa-
tion Force (IFOR) in former Yugoslavia.

Britain’s most decorated peacetime unit,
321 EOD Squadron RLC, marks 25 years
of operations in Northern Ireland.

A guard of honour from the 1st Bartal-
ion, The King’s Own Scottish Borderers
lines the bridge at Coldstream as the Stone
of Destiny is returned in an Army Land
Rover to Scotland, 700 years after it was
looted by Edward I. Hundreds of soldiers
from Scottish regiments take part in a
major ceremony as the Stone arrives at
Edinburgh Castle.

 DECEMBER |

Remaining units in Hong Kong Garrison
prepare to reduce further at the beginning
of the final phase of the drawdown that will
end when China assumes sovereignty at
midnight on June 30.

"
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Women
‘net’ a
sponsor

Even the Queen seems delighted as
John Pirie, managing director of Man-
drake Associates, who have been
involved with Army women’s football
since it began, hands a cheque to Maj
Gen David Burden (right), chairman of
the Army Football Association, for the
sponsorship of the latter's women'’s sec-
tion over the next three years.

With them are Army women's team
captain Sgt ‘Max’ McCue and Col Mike |
Crabbe, chairman Army women's com-
mittee.
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Forty-six
years in

of them

cap badge
of the

SSgt Steve Parker of
the Army’'s Special
Investigations Branch
checks for fingerprints
on a scenes-of-crime [
assignment.

Serving with the Tid-
worth detachment of
the SIB, Malcolm is one
of 30 Army detectives
who are the first to
; achieve a National
Vocational Qualification
in the “investigations” cat-
egory — newly-instituted
\under an Army initiative.

After 42 years as a National N9V|"e !

Serviceman, Regular and Ter-

ritorial Army soldier, including service with three

Light Infantry regiments from Kenya to Northern Ire-

land, CSgt Neville Carrick, 5th Battalion, The Light

infantry (Volunteers) bade farewell to the Army and

his commanding officer, Lt Col Andrew Mortimer.
Neville will not be severing all his “light’ connec-

tions, however: he is looking for a new job in securi- P

ty — and light driving. . . -~ Eﬂ

Highlander’s £
nighlights

= )
A memorable final day for WO2
James McLavin as he retired
from his post as Officers’ Mess
manager, 3rd Battalion The
Royal Highland Fusiliers,
was crowned, not only by the
award of a GoC’s Commen-
dation for 39 years' exem-
plary service to the
Territorial Army, but by the
attendance of six of his
former commanding officers
at the presentation.

One of them, Maj Ron Smith - a former company commander who served with James
in 5th/6th Highland Light Infantry and 1/52 Lowland — is seen admiring the four clasps
which James has earned to his Territorial Efficiency medal.

come to an

Ramsden ,

Leslie, who

Force.

Army uniform

—the last 40 and h'ls

wearing the

Gloucester-
shire Regiment — have

retirement for Maj Leslie

his springer spaniel Toby.
For the past 15 years

in Despatches in 1964, has
been responsible for the
personal development of
many thousands of youth-
ful Army aspirants in
Gloucestershire as full-time
executive officer for the
county’s Army Cadet

Force

end on his

seen here with

was Mentioned

Guarding the entrance to the
Llywernog silver and lead
mine near Aberystwyth —
starting point of the latest
Cambrian Patrol — were Terri-
ers Cpl Greg Dunne (fore-
ground) and Pte Michael
Quinn.

Brig David Ross, Com-
mander 160 (Wales) Brigade,
praised the overall training
standards of the Regular and
Territorial Army teams who
were among the participants
in the exercise, which was
held in appalling weather con-
ditions.

“The 1997 Cambrian Patrol
will see some changes to the
event, and | hope more units
will be able to send teams to

this excellent training opportu-

nity,” he said.

L= 88 land Bands of the

$ merger with a differ-
ence.

: Husband-and-wife
«#| team Musns Ed
| and Jane Lowden

%

/Opportunity Knox for Mark :'*

Since arriving in the United States in October 1995 as the British
exchange warrant officer to the US Armor School at Fort Knox, Ken-
tucky, WO2 Mark McAllister, Royal Dragoon Guards has certainly
made an impression.

Now qualified as a Master Gunner on the M1/A1 and M1/A2 tanks,
he is the first British soldier to complete the M1A2 tank commander U
course.

Among Mark’s duties is keeping a close link with the Fort Knox-based US Marine Corps train-
ing company, part of 181st Training Brigade.

Two other British Army representatives — Lt Col Mark O’Reilly, QRH and Maj Peter Hunter,
LG — are also currently serving at Fort Knox.

'
'*)

have brought the
Highland and Low-

Scottish Division
closer together by a

Jane, the first Regu-
lar woman member of
a Scottish Army band,
plays piccolo and flute.
Formerly a member of
the Band of the Adjutant
General's Corps at Worthy
Down, she joined the High-
land Band shortly after her
marriage to Ed — a cornet
and violin player in the Low-
land Band — last year.

Both are delighted to have
been posted to the Edinburgh
area.

Picture: Terry Champion

AUCTION

STATIONS!

Being kitted out for a novel few
hours by WO2 Chris Dickson
of the QM’s department at the
RLC Training Regiment and
Depot at Deepcut were Susie
Hyne (left) and Joanne Dixon.

Joanne, who had paid £800
at a charity auction for the
“privilege” of taking part in
recruit training, soon found
herself with Susie trying to sort
their left foot from their right as
Cpl Jim Revell put them
through their paces on the
parade square.

13



37\ [ ] [{ 3 1GSREGIMENT RLC KEEPS THE WHEELS TURNING

Life-support téaim

WHEN Sgt Dave Newsam arrived at
Kupres to cater for 1 General Support
Regiment, Royal Logistic Corps his
corporal told him there were a thousand for
breakfast the next morning.

The new master chef nearly packed his
bags and went home.

Starting at 5.30am, the chefs didn’t stop
until lam the next morning, and Sgt
Newsam considers they earned their four
hours’ sleep before starting again later that
morning.

As a corps-level convoy support centre
available to all IFOR nationalities, streams
of vehicles pour into the camp.

Many IFOR convoys diverted to Kupres
to take in the British camp, where they were
assured of excellent food and accommoda-
tion.

Every Tuesday the chefs staged a theme
night, on one occasion building a Taj Mahal
out of cardboard packing boxes for an
Indian curry evening.

On another, Americans and Germans
who arrived were not aware that a tramps’
ball was in progress so they did not immedi-
ately understand why two “down-and-
outs” were dossing down in cardboard
boxes surrounded by tattered blankets,
empty beer cans and other cast-offs.

Vehicles past their best could have a
quick shot in the arm and be rejuvenated by
REME mechanics under Capt John Muir-
head and WO1 Steve Cannon.

With Belgian, French, Dutch, German,
American, Romanian and Malaysian equip-
ment passing through they had an interest-
ing time fixing vehicles they
had never seen before.

Despite less than ideal
conditions, the workshop
completely overhauled their own heavy
vehicles’ brakes, while all 200 pieces of
equipment were inspected and repaired as
required and will go back in better condi-
tion than when they arrived, said Capt
Muirhead.

An immense amount of cleaning and
improvement of the former sawmill has
been carried out which will greatly enhance
the quality of life of their successors.

The record for visitors at Kupres is
1,800, and operations officer Capt Blair
Cunningham likes to know eight hours in
advance so that fuel can be provided and
better accommodation prepared than card-
board boxes.

Keeping track of where his own vehicles
were was easier with the new Logtrak com-
puter mapping and communications
system.

Since August it has been deployed in for-
ward areas and as the weather deteriorates it
has come into its own.

Regimental headquarters, the workshop
and 2 Artillery Support Squadron are all
based at Kupres.

One job took half of the DROPSs vehicles
out of their own division north to Croatia to

14

Report: Gordon Skilling
Pictures: Mike Weston

Grub’s up: Sgt Dave Newsam, Pte Andy Sissions, Cpl Sharon Miller and LCpl Daz Seedat at
Kupres claim the best food in Bosnia

take Corimec accommodation containers
to Sarajevo to prepare for the influx of
people replacing the ARRC headquarters.

The tasks did not seem logical to
Squadron Sergeant Major Vic Abols and
the drivers. The Corimecs were originally
only an hour’s drive south of Sarajevo, but
they had to be taken a six-hour drive north
to be checked by the Americans at their
logistic base on the Croat-
ian border before returning
to Sarajevo.

Because the General
Support regiment does not have a close
support capability, it borrowed 23 Close
Support Squadron from 2 CS Regt, also in
Giitersloh.

Based in Sipovo, 23 Sup Sqn has detach-
ments widely spread among the units of the
British brigade and those operating under
Canadian command.

To the south of Kupres is the logistic
complex at Lipa, a desolate site where
proper roads ended in Grapple days before
convoys had to tackle the treacherous route
Triangle .

The bulk fuel installation established
during Grapple One is still the main
provider of fuel, oils and lubricants; other
fuel dumps at Sipovo and Vitez have closed.

Run by 16 visitors from Gutersloh’s 6
Supply Regiment, the installation is com-
manded by Capt Rob Loftus and has seen
two significant improvements.

Fuel flat racks give the option of provid-
ing a mobile 12,000-litre fuel tanker on a
DROPs vehicle, or an instant refuelling
point on the ground.

It was a facility much appreciated, but
from the drivers’ point of view a more wel-
come delivery was 24 new multi-wheel-

drive tankers which replaced the previous
20-year-old fleet of vehicles.

The heated seat in the Army’s newest
truck is a boon, as is a sleeping area in the
back of the cab, but both LCpl Andy Atkins
and Cpl Mark Ticker

were even more
impressed by the
quadraphonic music
system.

As the divisional
rear supply depot,
Lipa’s 43 Supply Sgn
held 800 tons of
ammunition and
1,500 tons of defence
stores but 30 per cent
was thinned out in
recognition of the
purely military situa-
tion and also in
preparation for an
expected reduction in
forces.

“Soldiers rarely get
a chance to work with
live ammunition in
Germany but in
Bosnia there are artillery, grenades and
Milans to store and maintain in different
ways,” said Capt Rufus McNeil.

They accumulated a large amount of
experience, many becoming ammunition
SUPErVisors.

Progressing in grade from B3 to B2
means extra trade pay, and a good 90 per
cent of first-tour soldiers have gained some
sort of qualification, said Capt McNeil.

On exercise in Germany, the logisticians
are expected to operate only over a small
divisional supply area. To cover the 11,000

@ . i
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square kilometres of former Yugoslavia,
they had to enlist the help of 34 extra per-
sonnel from Donnington and 14 from
Bicester to bolster the 95 from Gitersloh.

Assistance from a German transport unit
was required to back-load 30 per cent of the
defence stores because the British DROPs
vehicles were largely involved in moving
Corimec prefabricated buildings about
Sarajevo for the follow-on force.

The 44 members of 98 Postal and

Courier Squadron had their fingers very
close to the pulse of morale in theatre.

Above — Thumbs up: Pte Martin Jones and
LCpl Scotty Pape of 2 Sqn Fuel and Ration
Troop approve of the new 20,000-litre tanker

Left— Post haste: LCpl Mandy Fenemer deals
with parcels for UK while LCpls George
McPaul and Tony Horsburch sort letters

Headquartered in Split, the 25 Regulars
from Gditersloh had to be supplemented by
TA and reservists to deal with mail from 25
countries.

Because Britain is the lead nation in
ARRC, 98 PC Sqgn is required to provide a
service for 25 nations, including 18 at
Zagreb.

Delivering post is easier than sending it
out: the posties can always guess which
country the mail has come from by the
stamp.

All units, however, use British stamps
when sending their mail home, and it is dif-
ficult to distinguish script from countries
such as Jordan, Pakistan, Malaysia and the
Ukraine.

In its first four months the squadron
dealt with 187,000kg of mail, with soldiers
sending nearly two million free blueys and
receiving nearly half a million.

As well as keeping the machinery of a
divisional area well lubricated with oil and
water, 1 GS Regt endeared itself to neigh-
bouring communities.

The regiment channelled well over
£200,000 of Overseas Development

Administration donations into projects
ranging from kindergartens to old folks’
homes.

They had only a comparatively brief
window of opportunity to carry out their
projects before the onset of winter.

Although the regiment was busy with its
primary task of logistic support for the divi-
sion, it was still keen to do something tangi-
ble to help the communities, said the
commanding officer, Lt Col John Kane.

“We drive about the whole area and see
far more than the average British soldier of
the general state of the country and degree
of devastation and misery of the people, and
I think there is something of the natural
British determination to help the under-
dog,” said the CO.

“Qur younger soldiers have never seen
anything like it and don’t think people
should have to live like this, and when little
kids come out begging for sweets and bis-
cuits they really get quite upset.

“Projects like rebuilding the central
Bosnian electricity system, refurbishing
medical centres, local post offices, schools
and street lighting are not particularly spec-
tacular in themselves but the net effect is to
make the basis here for a working commu-
nity.

“The attitude has changed from fairly
disinterested to being very positive, and if
you go through town people will smile and
wave and say ‘hello’.”
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Above — Board meeting: Col Simon Porter, Chief G3 Ops, briefs Spanish, Belgian,
German, French and American staff in the HQ ARRC Ops Room

Right — Cpl Mark Smith leads his patrol across the bridge to llidza, in Sarajevo

Networl

A MURDEROUS sniper fire used to rake
the streets in Sarajevo that British soldiers
have strolled along for the past few months.

It was a place where nobody moved
unless they had to, where mortar rounds
were deliberately aimed at crowded mar-
kets and where secret tunnels were used to
move food during the siege of the city.

When the Dayton Peace was estab-
lished, Peace Implementation Force
(IFOR) soldiers moved in to separate the
combatants and silence the snipers.

A year on from then, IFOR foot patrols
sent out by 1 (UK) Signal Brigade wore no
flak jackets and their weapons were not car-
ried aggressively; the patrols did not expect
trouble.

“Some people are still hostile but others
invite you to their bistro to have a coffee
and a chinwag with them,” said Cpl Mark
Smith of 170 Pioneer Squadron, RLC.

The streets are not peaceful: the patrols
work their way along pavements that are
once again busy with the bustle of fruit
markets and a flourishing cafe culture.

Patrols were welcomed as a reassuring
sign that the killing is past.

The Defence Troop of 1 (UK) Signal
Brigade’s support battalion had a very
clearly-defined responsibility round the
suburb of [lidza and the main headquarters
of the Allied Command Europe Rapid
Reaction Corps (ARRC) in a hotel com-
plex on the former confrontation line.

Initially a responsibility of the French

16

Multi-National Division South West, the
local protection of the ARRC’s main head-
quarters was delegated to Britain in Sep-
tember.

Britain is the framework nation for the
ARRC but defence duties were shared with
many other nations.

Zone Forward for higher command in HQ
Allied Forces Southern Europe in Naples.
As well as providing communications
with the 4th Allied Tactical Air Force oper-
ations centre at Vicenza, northern Italy,
Ptarmigan had to operate back to Rhein-
dahlen and the peace locations

The British-led ARRC has
now completed a year of provid-
ing the higher headquarters for
the British, French and Ameri-
can divisions in former
Yugoslavia.

Formed in April 1995, 1
(UK) Signal Brigade is one of
two signal brigades assigned to
the ARRC for operations.

It comprises 7 and 16 Signal
Regiments, from Krefeld and Rhein-
dahlen, plus elements of 14 Signal Regi-
ment (EW), and the integral Support
Battalion, HQ ARRC, also from Rhein-
dahlen, which is made up of 14 Transport
Squadron, RLC and 170 Pioneer
Squadron, RLC.

NATO’s first operational deployment
also led to the first deployment of a British
Signal Brigade on operations when 1 Sig
Bde was tasked with providing all commu-
nications and information systems as well
as life support, including transport, cater-
ing and defence.

It had to build a main HQ at Ilidza, a
rear at Kiseljak, and, unusually, a forward
headquarters in Split as Communication

of 1 (UK) Division in Germany
and its brigades, and back to
Wilton and HQ Land Com-
mand.

The VSC 501 satellite
ground terminal system to carry
Ptarmigan, first used in the
Gulf, was augmented by an air-
based station satellite system
provided by the US Air Force,
which proved interesting for sol-
diers from 7 Sig Regt to master from
scratch.

“It has been the most complex commu-
nications and information systems network
that has ever been deployed, because it is
interfaced to all NATO’s fixed networks
throughout Europe,” said the commander,
Brig James Shaw.

“We deployed with 1,600 soldiers but
after the first three very dark, cold winter
months from December to February we
were able to develop a rotation system
which allowed a number of soldiers to
return to their peacetime locations in Ger-
many for three months, to go on career
courses, take leave and be with their fami-
lies, as well as maintain equipment in Ger-

many,” said Brig Shaw. Manpower
latterly hovered around 1,200 and
most soldiers served in theatre for
eight months before handing over to
the German-led Land Centre at the
end of November.

A tactical headquarters deployed
three times but because of the rela-
tively static nature of the operation, it
was possible to bring in a significant
number of commercial telephone net-
work systems. The brigade built its
own private network so that it did not
have to deploy quite as many tactical
systems.

During the year a very clearly-
defined task evolved into a much
more complex role as it took on the
new dimension of “nation building”.

The biggest innovation was the
development of the military equiva-
lent of the Internet.

A massive increase in data communica-
tions meant that 85 per cent of the infor-
mation flowing between the headquarters
within the Corps was by E-mail over com-
mercial satellite with dedicated routing sys-
tems so that it would not go over
Ptarmigan.

“It was a rare challenge and a great trib-
ute to the professional expertise of the
technicians, who literally opened books,
read them, and made it work,” said the
brigadier.

During the September eclections the

Cpl Geoff Richards on

Above - SSgt
Steven Stewart,
1st Combat
Coms, with Cpl
Morgan Kielty, 7
Sigs

Right — Brig
James Shaw pins
the NATO and
LSGC medals on
WO1 Bob
Lochinger

¥

Ptarmigan

communications systems were so compre-
hensive that the ARRC headquarters was
the focus for all the key leaders.

They could reach right across the coun-
try and down through the chain of com-
mand to the lowest level.

The international atmosphere was stim-
ulating, and gratifying when one could see
the relative success of the British system in
relation to that of other nations.

Staff could draw satisfaction from being
well ahead of the game in having interfaced
Ptarmigan digitally to the American equiv-
alent four years earlier than it was due.

The first deployment in a multi-national
formation for peace support operations
also meant the stimulus of working with
other nations, particularly from the former
Warsaw Pact.

The UK element of the headquarters
staff manning the ARRC was about 60 per
cent, with the staff of the commander, Lt
Gen Sir Mike Walker, including several
British officers in key positions.

The value of an integral support battal-
ion for the administration of the headquar-
ters was clearly demonstrated. A large
percentage of the brigade was made up by
the Territorial Army, which made a signifi-
cant contribution, with the expertise of
some proving a godsend in setting up cer-
tain facets of the HQ.

British chefs, as ever, provided a morale
factor far above their numbers. By
common consent the best food in Bosnia is
where UK chefs rule the roost.

At home, the immense fortitude of wives
and families supporting the soldiers in
Sarajevo deserved the deepest respect, said
Brig Shaw.

Those carrying out their last patrols of
Sarajevo before returning to Germany and
Britain could reflect that their presence has
been a calming influence on a community
trying to return to normal.

The divided communities which Cpl
Smith and the pioneers patrolled have set-
tled down and they can hand over a peace-
ful administrative task to their successors.

1T
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Crr [ SOLDIER [ = ¢ Y/ [ =Y’/ COMMANDER BRITISH FORCES HONG KONG REFLECTS ON THE GARRISON’S FINAL MONTHS

Last

MAJ GEN Bryan Dutton enjoys one of the
world’s most spectacular views from the
windows which line two walls of his office
in the Prince of Wales Building on Hong
Kong’s waterfront.

Far below, a convevor belt of Star ferries
bob across the harbour to and from
Kowloon. A succession of air-
craft sparkle briefly in bright
sunshine before disappearing
dramatically behind tower
blocks on the descent to Kai
Tak’s busy runway.

On the horizon rise the
mountains that mark the start of
the New Territories. Beyond
them lies mainland China.

In barely six months
Kowloon and the New Territo-
ries will be very much part of
that mainland, and Gen
Dutton’s room with a view will
have a new occupant — a senior
officer of the People’s Libera-

much wider ways, and is an accepted part
of the fabric of the place.

“It has dawned on me that the only
British organisation being replaced by a
Chinese organisation in Hong Kong is the
British garrison. We are, literally, being
lifted out to be replaced by a garrison of

Maj Gen
Bryan Dutton
talks to

John Elliott

Chinese. That will be
their manifestation of
sovereignty.”

It will mark the end
of a British presence
stretching back more
than 140 years.

tion Army of China.

Gen Dutton is the last general to hold
the appointment of Commander British
Forces Hong Kong; in fact, he is the last
British general anywhere in the Far East.

Since his arrival in the garrison in July
1994, Gen Dutton has been exposed to the
corridors of power in a city state, roughly
the size of the Isle of Wight, that ranks sev-
enth among the world’s trading nations.

He has found the exposure to the busi-
ness of government, and the interface with
business, fascinating . . . “a great privi-
lege™.

At the same time he has had to maintain
morale in a garrison preoccupied with its
own demise, and make meaningful contact
with the military forces of a new sovereign
power. It has been, in his own words, “a
very interesting challenge both to myself
and the other commanders here.”

Effective measures

That the garrison still has an obvious
sense of purpose suggests the measures he
has taken have been effective. His com-
mand, nearly 10,000-strong when he
arrived, now fewer than 3,000 and dimin-
ishing fast, has been kept informed to
reduce uncertainty while the professional
challenge of soldiering and the quality of
life have been maintained. Welfare support
and sporting facilities have remained in
place beyond the point dictated by pure
€CONOomics.

Gen Dutton is proud of what the garri-
son has achieved. “Our job has been to be
the manifestation of British sovereignty.

“We have a high-profile British gover-
nor, but we also have a British garrison here
which flies the Union Jack, is seen around
in British military uniforms, plays a role in
the community, both operationally and in

18

Commander
British Forces has played an intimate role
in smoothing the way for China’s defence
forces.

Garrison sites to be taken over by the
People’s Liberation Army, and others to be
developed by the Hong Kong Government,
were negotiated under a defence lands
agreement.

“We are going to hand over 14 sites to
the PLA on June 30, including this head-
quarters, including my house, including

various key barracks which have great
memories for the British Army . . . like
Stanley Fort, the various barracks in Sek
Kong, Malaya Lines, Cassino, Gallipoli,
Kohima. In Kowloon we are handing over
Gun Club Hill Barracks and Osborn Bar-
racks, and Stonecutters — no longer an
island — plus ranges and other training
facilities.

“I have given away between 50 and 90
billion dollars worth of real estate to the
Hong Kong Government for them to rede-
velop.

“Those figures don’t really mean any-
thing, but they are a great gift from the
British military back to the Hong Kong
Government, which is building a new naval
base for the PLLA and a new military hospi-
tal in Gun Club Hill Barracks, plus a stor-
age site and movement facility at the new
airport.

“When I thought about the job in Eng-
land before I came here, I realised it was
wrong that there wasn’t a direct liaison
between the commander here and, ideally,
the future commander, or at least with the
PLA on the other side of the border.

Friendly border

“Publicly and privately I laid it out as an
objective from the start that a liaison
should be developed as part of the normal
liaison between the armed forces of two
friendly nations across a friendly border.”

Gen Dutton’s opportunity came when
Gen Liu Zhenwu was named by the media

T

Historic handshake: Gen Dutton with Gen Liu Zhenwu, the People’s Liberation Army com-
mander who will head the garrison in Hong Kong when China assumes sovereignty on July 1

e

Picture: Terry Champion
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On being asked what is th
saw e

British Garrison’s Je ac

Hong Kong . .. i

“I think the fact that we have a |ot

t
::rzrzud of...that lrje British Garrisoz
4 as made a major contribution to
ong Kor!g. In some respects that is
only coming to be realised now as
people‘ appreciate the stability which
has existed here through British rule
of which the garrison has been a major:
?art, and that they are looking to the

u_ture and wondering whether ther
will be such stability.” .

Onthe PLA . ..

“They are a very different ar
;I_'hey are acutely aware of thejr interr:g-'
ional image, they want to use Hon
Kong as a window on the world .
these are their words to me, They want
to use it to rehabilitate the world’s
Image of them. They sajd: ‘We want to
demonstrate to the world that we are a
mature, modern, professional army,

and Hon i
nity.” g Kong gives us that opportu-

On t[\e direction of British mili-
tary influence in the Far East. ..

-

Commander British Forces pays tribute to the fallen at Hong Kong’s final Remembrance

Sunday parade. The guard in the background is provided by soldiers of 1 Staffords

as the future PLA garrison commander.

“I wrote him a letter of congratulations
and had it delivered through the diplomat-
ic channels, saying that I was willing to call
on him at any time, and in fact would like to
do so.”

There was no immediate reply, but when
CBF wrote again on another matter, he
received a letter — now a treasured item in
his scrapbook — from Gen Liu inviting him
to the PLA’s regional headquarters in the
southern city of Shenzhen. He and two
staff officers were warmly received.

“That was in May. We had a return visit
by them, which got very considerable pub-
licity, in July, and a longer visit, again led by
Gen Liu Zhenwu. It was a working visit —
the sort of recce that I would want to do as

a commander — with his key staff officers,
for about ten days in August. I am hoping
that we will be able to have further visits,
particularly with his naval and air comman-
ders, soon.

“We needed to inform the PLA of the
realities of life here and to get them as far as
possible integrated into Hong Kong soci-
ety, so one thing they would not be able to
turn around and say was ‘well the British

did not help’.
“They certainly won’t be able to say

that?

The high-profile meetings had the
added effect of boosting public confidence
in Hong Kong. People told CBF how good
it was to see a British general and a Chi-
nese general obviously getting on well
together.

Gen Dutton has been learning to speak
Mandarin. “Their use of language is totally
different to ours. It has meant that some-
times when I feel they might have been
being rude, I can understand that actually

what they are doing is a literal translation,
which in their language is not discourteous.

“It is a gesture as much as anything else.
I will never be fluent in Mandarin but I can
be polite, I can make a small speech and I
can make a reasonable toast.”

He believes the People’s Liberation
Army will rotate its best conscripts through
the garrison under the command of care-
fully selected officers, effectively demon-
stration troops.

A job well done

What personal memories will the gener-
al take with him when he leaves Kai Tak air-
port soon after midnight on July 1?

“I hope I’ll leave with the satisfaction of
a job well done. This is a job that needs to
be done well.

“TI’ll feel proud. No doubt I'll bore my
grandchildren about being the last British
general in the Far East, let alone Hong
Kong. And sad. I feel sad every time I see

another Union Flag come down for the last
time. I feel sad every time I say fine words
to another unit of men and women, sol-
diers and civilians, who have done a good
job, and whose life has been in a barracks
we have just dismantled.”

Above all, Gen Dutton wants the garri-
son to leave with pride, its collective head
held high. “There is a sense of determina-
tion to do it well, to leave here in a way that
the people of Britain can identify with and
say ‘that was done well’ . . . and feel good
about it.”

Commander British Forces will take
with him memories of unusual times in a
unique city. But he will leave behind those
spectacular views . . . to be enjoyed by a
military commander representing another
sovereign power.

“It will change in its

don’t think it will change i:?s";:::t'
l_t shouldn't, because we have gooci
links with the Five Power Defence
Ar'rangement countries, we have our
alliance with America, we have a bilat-
eral agreement with the Philippines
we ha\_:e our defence agreements withr
Bru_nen, and there are many other
natu?ns with which we have friend|

relftlonships in this part of the worig |
. "We are the single largest Europea-n
Investor in this region by along way.”

On joint military exerci
] cises
behind the Bamboo Curtain . .

“I think our relationship h
way t_o go before that hap,;e:ss. ?t;ﬁzg
thqt is al.ien to the Chinese way of
dom_g things. The idea of others
corrm?g and actually exercising with
them in their own country is not some-

thing that the i :
anyone.” Y practise yet with

On his anxieties for the
next few months . . .

“I think there is a ot of hard w
zard arguing and hard negotiatin; rt';
";ame_. .. and a lot of getting it right for

'e night. But | am confident that we
walll get out of here in good order
having met our remit with a show that
people_ will feel proud of when the
watch it back in the UK_” .

0r3 !he honouring of
British memorials . o

“The majority of the m i
: i emorial
In cemeteries run by the Cori?ng::
::‘ealth yVar Graves Comrnission, and
ey will be honoured. The normal

arran H 5
that_--"gements will be put in hand for
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'3 5.\ [ [][J 3 WHITE HELMETS SELECT RIDERS FOR ANNIVERSARY SEASON WITH A DIFFERENCE

As preparations began for their 1997 season, the
Royal Signals White Helmets motor-cycle display
team invited Soldier to take an exclusive look as

aspiring members reached the end of their initial

week of testing — with a female captain at the helm
for the first time in the team’s 70-year history

“LLAY-DEES and gentlemen — the White
Helmets!” said the announcer over the
public address system.

A drum-roll, and, sure enough, into the
spotlight at Earls Court, several white hel-
mets did emerge.

The only snag was they had been bowled
in by their owners — as a final-night joke at
last year’s Royal Tournament . . .

Seconds later, however, to the time-
honoured cacophony of 26
unsilenced Triumph 750cc
motor cycles, the members
of the team roared into the
arena and were soon putting on their
renowned display — including crossover
rides at closing speeds of 60mph.

Despite their apparent momentary lapse,
any member of the White Helmets will con-
firm that the business of putting on a
“faster, slicker show, with a bigger impact
every season” is taken very seriously indeed.

Survivors of the demanding team selec-
tion course which Soldier attended on the
tank training area at Dorset’s Bovington
Camp will no doubt agree.

Watching the nine “hopefuls” was Capt
Lisa Giles, who, in this special year — the
team’s 70th in existence — will be the White
Helmets’ first female captain.

Asked if this was a token appointment for
the anniversary, she firmly pointed out that
all the riders were volunteers, and she was
no exception.

Like many other potential team mem-
bers, Capt Giles had never previously
ridden a motorbike.

A member of the Royal Corps of Signals
for five years, her diverse posts before
moving to Blandford — home of the White
Helmets — in an officer recruiting role were
as a troop commander with 2 Div Signal
Regiment in York, ADC to Gen Sir Jeremy
MacKenzie, Deputy SACEUR with
SHAPE in Belgium, and 2iC to a squadron
in 1 Div at Herford.

“I rode a bike for the first time yester-
day,” she said. “ It was expletives all the way
20

Report: Phil Wilcox
(gt HUICRTE B butter week™: show training

to begin with, but it was brilliant — even
though my legs are now black and blue.

“My role in the show will be mainly com-
mentating, but I'd like to ride as much as I
possibly can.”

The aim of the two-week selection course
is to see how much “bottle” and ability the
potential members have got, and to build
up their confidence, co-ordination and bal-
ance, explained Sgt Don Brebner, team
sergeant.

“This is the ‘bread and

next week is the real test,” he
said, as several rookie riders negotiated the
steep slope leading from Bovington’s “dust-
bowl” on their 500cc Armstrongs.

Indeed, in the second week of training —
held outside the Tank Museum at Boving-
ton — selection course members would find
themselves trying to perfect the specialised
skills of riding very close to another motor
cyclist, and at the same speed.

As you bike it: riders show off their skills at Bovington

l&*’nﬂfm" :

The 30-strong team’s famous “cross-
over” manoeuvre, with other riders inches
away, and car jumping (graduating from
knee height to waist height to shoulder
height) were also a test of each rider’s
“bottle”, Sgt Brebner said.

“We often find that someone who hasn’t
ridden before will wipe the floor with the
others, because, unlike licence-holders, he
or she hasn’t learnt any bad habits.

“Also, some people can be rubbish here
in the first week, but the second week may
be their forte. It’s all about guts: I can usu-
ally tell who is going to make it.”

Riders are continually assessed during
the fortnight and are made aware of their
shortcomings.

A major stumbling block, said Sgt Breb-
ner, is that he and his colleagues have to
mould the team around the manpower
available — they just cannot afford injuries.

“Getting the volunteers from the units is
the problem — and persuading them that
a three-year stint
with the team will
not be a career foul-
up.

“These days, with
everyone going up
the same chain
Army-wide, if they
can say they have
done something
different, I believe it
can be an enor-
mous help.”

The challenges
facing Capt Giles —
who is also captain
of the Army female
downhill skiing
team — will include
getting units and
sponsors “on side”,
she said.

And, on a person-
al basis, “staying on
a bike for more than

Above — Capt Lisa Giles, new White
Helmets captain, with existing and
would-be team members. With her
is Capt Simon Parry, who has
handed over to her following a two-
and-a-half year stint, and is leaving
the Army after 12 years

ON YOUR BIKE

® OLDEST motorcycle dis-
play team in the world, the
Royal Signals White Helmets
were formed in 1927 as a com-
bined display of horseman-
ship and motor-cycle riding
skills by the Corps’ despatch
riders. The team adopted its
current name in 1963.

® LEAST-wanted trophy in

the first week’s training is. . .
the Pink Helmet, awarded to
the unofficial worst rider on
the course.

® BOOTS, helmets, tyres and
brake pads are among items
paid for by the team’s all-
important sponsors. The Army
merely pays the riders’ wages.

® A “fail-proof” sequence of
instructions — strictly adhered
to — is taught to team mem-
bers attempting the fire jump:
“Approach in second gear,
stand up, lock knees, acceler-
ate off end of ramp”.

a couple of minutes, and successfully com-
pleting a fire jump.”

Training for successful course members
starts in earnest this month, when they will
learn the secrets of reverse riding, “Cos-
sacks”, tableaux and “angel and eagle”.

At Blandford in April — first show of the
new season — they will mark their debut as
official members of the display team when,

-;r._-," - Tl',.; SR Sk

Rough ter-raining: potential team members in the dustbowl a

in the two-wheeled equivalent of a pass-off,
they will be presented with those much-
prized white helmets.

Then, in the words of the song which tra-
ditionally introduces the team’s perfor-
mances, they can count themselves
“Simply the best”.

@ At the end of the fortnight, only two of

l:;.. c:f # . ".‘ Hibi £ N
t Bovington Camp’s tank training area

the nine would-be members were unsuc-
cessful, one with a damaged arm, the
second not reaching the required standard
— “ g particularly good course,” said Sgt
Brebner. Capt Giles achieved her ultimate
ambition, successfully completing a fire
jump, along with four others, in a show put
on for the White Helmets’ OC, Maj Keith
Russell, on the final day of the course.
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'3 57:\ [ ] [{ 5 HONG KONG'S TRANSIT SPECIALISTS ARE GETTING BUSIER AND BUSIER

Report: Lynne Shiels Pictures: s!ﬂ(evin Gray RAF l

The pe

EVERY person and virtually every piece of
equipment that goes into or out of the Hong
Kong Garrison passes through the hands of
the Joint Movements Unit (JMU).

Every week its staff handle a minimum of
200 passengers and 7.5 tonnes of freight.
And they are getting busier.

“With the drawdown from Hong Kong,
work has been a series of peaks and
troughs,” said Sqn Ldr Lee Doherty, the
officer commanding JMU. “But the troughs
have been getting progressively shallower,
and the peaks steeper.”

The unit’s first major peak followed clo-
sure of garrison schools and the departure
of UK families in June and July.

“We are now in the final phase of the
Gurkhas’ departure, and when that’s out of
the way, there is the Arms Plot move of 1
RGR to the UK, the Staffords leaving Hong
Kong and being replaced by the Black
Watch . . . and then we’ll be moving the rest
of the families back to the UK.

“Of the 323 families still in theatre, only
25 or so still have to confirm their arrange-
ments,” said Sqn Ldr Doherty. “Whereas it

doesn’t make a lot of difference to an indi-
vidual family planning eight months ahead
if they leave a day or so sooner or later, it
makes the world of difference to us. We have
to work months ahead and plan carefully.”

The unit will be one of the last to leave on
June 30. “Our programme consists of one
event after another until that day, when we
have to effect an orderly and dignified with-
drawal of all the remaining personnel in the
Territory.”

JMU - a tri-Service unit — is divided into
two sections, air and surface, which work
closely together. Air Movements Flight
(AMF), under the control of WO Tony
Dunphy RAF, is subdivided into a booking
cell, people handling and cargo handling.
Surface Movements Section (SMS) is com-
manded by WO1 Chris Harris RLC.

First point of contact for people moving
in and out of Hong Kong is likely to be the
booking cell, the garrison’s own travel
agent, led by Flt Sgt Ed Stout.

“Most of the work is full- and part-char-
ter flights through British Airways to the
UK, and Royal Brunei to Brunei and Nepal.
But there are also quite a few civil air book-
ings,” he said.

These are mostly handled by Sukla
Mukhopadhyay, a locally-engaged civilian.

Her expertise saves the garrison a small for-
tune. On one flight alone, she saved
HK$26,000 (more than £2,000) with a tri-
angular booking for a passenger who flew
from Hong Kong to the UK to Australia and
back to Hong Kong.

Colleague Pauline Price, however, is
arguably the most popular person in the gar-
rison. She is in charge of the indulgence cell,
which offers spare chartered seats to MoD
personnel at a fraction of the commercial
price.

Nepal charters are the responsibility of
Robin Shrestha (nicknamed “Mr Sulu”), a
sergeant with the Royal Gurkha Rifles. His
talents have been stretched to the limits over
the past few months as he organises flights
for the Gurkhas’ final departure from Hong
Kong. He still has about 400 passages yet to
book — including his own.

“Come March, having seen all my
brethren depart, I return to Nepal for my
long leave. I am then going to Brunei for a
two-year posting, and expect to be in the
UK by the year 2000.”

The passenger-handling section is led by
Sgt Mel Sykes, ably assisted by Cpls Gus

Turney, Nick Latham and Simon Gill. It is
responsible for all aspects of passenger-
handling in Hong Kong once flights have
been booked. Staff meet and greet at the air-
port, ensuring that transit passengers know
where to go, accommodation has been
arranged, and departure tax coupons have
been distributed.

They are responsible for dealing with VIP
passengers, visits from schoolchildren and
aero-med cases, and have someone perma-

nently on call to handle compassionate
cases. “These take precedence over any-
thing else,” said Cpl Turney.

The third section of Air Movements
Flight deals with freight. AMF is the only
handler authorised to take items directly
from incoming aircraft at Kai Tak airport to
its own, secure yard.

Run by Sgt Bob Dickman, AMF’s cargo
handling section has five Servicemen work-
ing on a shift system and two Chinese
labourers.

Between them, Chu Kum Kwok and
“Sailor” Yuen She Man will have completed
more than 44 years’ service with the garri-
son by the end of June. “They will remain
until the end,” said WO Tony Dunphy, “as
we simply cannot manage without them.”

The section also deals with US and for-
eign and Commonwealth military flights on
a reciprocal basis.

JMU has a Surface Movements Section
(SMS), based in Osborn Barracks in
Kowloon. Headed by WO1 Chris Harris
RLC, the SMS is responsible for the move-
ment of all surface freight and unaccompa-
nied baggage. Most stores and equipment
arrive on container ships.

The section ensures that families’ per-
sonal belongings arrive safely at their desti-
nation.

“We’ve had a very busy couple of months,

> (and freight) movers

giving us a foretaste of what’s to come,” said
WO1 Harris.

Underpinning virtually everything the
garrison does is the Logistic Support
Branch. If a unit wants something, it goes to
Log Sp; from the purchase of stationery
items to the storage of ammunition; from
the procurement of fuel to the disposal of
surplus equipment; from the hire of addi-
tional ferries to the purchase of silk for flags
for the final ceremonies.

“We are responsible for all aspects of tri-
Service logistics, with a couple of highly-
specialised exceptions, such as engineering
for ships and aircraft,” explained Lt Col
Philip Bell, Chief of Log Sp. “We have the
garrison’s largest budget after manpower,
and we manage hundreds of contracts; from
the cutting of Gurkhas’ hair to the making
of uniforms.”

As drawdown continues, their role will
become increasingly important, for theirs is
the responsibiliy of ensuring the garrison
makes an orderly and dignified withdrawal
from Hong Kong. At the same time, of
course, the branch has to manage its own
drawdown and has reduced by more than
50 per cent over the past 18 months.

Pauline Price at work dealing with
garrison indulgence flights

Left = The oldest labourer on the
team is 74-year-old Yip Muk, who
for the last quarter of a century
“Has been demonstrating his
rength to the rest of the team.
espite an uncanny resemblance

British comedian Arthur Aske

s nicknamed “Rambo” e ..



[ Z/3/:\1 [ U] [{ = JOCKS PROVE THEMSELVES READY FOR NEW ROLE

Left - Lynx battlefield heli-
copters of 3 Regiment AAC
return troops to the air mount-
ing base at Sculthorpe after a
night assault 100 miles away

SOLDIERS of The Roval Scots proved
themselves ready for their new role as air-
mobile troops during a wintry night assault
staged over Norfolk’s flat fields.

In July, after five years at Fort George,
the battalion, commanded by Lt Col
Robbie Scott-Bowden, moved to Colch-
ester, Essex to begin a new role with 24 Air-
mobile Brigade.

There was considerable upheaval for the
families as they relocated to a part of the
country unfamiliar to most of them; how-
ever, the Royal Scots are very much an

extended family and the move was accom-
plished with customary cheerfulness. It is
perhaps fitting that the Army’s oldest regi-
ment is now based in England’s “oldest
recorded town”.

A formation unique within the British
Army, 24 Airmobile Brigade is part of the
Multi-National Division (Central)
assigned to NATO’s Allied Command
Europe Rapid Reaction Corps (ARRC).
Lightly- equipped and highly-mobile, the
brigade is capable of rapid deployment
anywhere in the world.

Since joining the brigade, the Jocks have
been training hard for their new role, famil-
iarising themselves with the helicopters
that would carry them into battle, and the
vehicles with which they are equipped,
such as the lightweight All-Terrain Mobile
Platform and the Light Strike Vehicle, with
Milan missile launcher.

Use of the third dimension — air — both
for conducting combat operations from
assault helicopters and for moving combat
units, gives the force the ability to cover
large distances rapidly.
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A Royal Scots’ rifle section moves across the flat North Norfolk landscape under a rain-laden November sky
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Above — Leading from the front:
Lt Col Robbie Scott-Bowden,
CO Royal Scots

The battalion completed Gryphon’s
Wing, a brigade exercise over north Nor-
folk, during the coldest week of November.
The Jocks put into practice what everyone
had been preparing for, a helicopter assault
on a target more than 100 miles away.

As they waited for the helicopters in
lashing rain and freezing conditions, the
Royal Scots could have been forgiven for
wondering if working with aircraft was such
agoodidea. ..

But the Chinook and Puma helicopters
of the RAF Support Helicopter Force were
soon racing in at low level as ground con-
trollers brought them in to land. With pin-
point precision the huge Chinooks settled
on the ground, their twin rotors setting up
a fierce downdraft.

The rear doors of the Chinooks opened
and the battalion quickly loaded its equip-
ment, men and vehicles swallowed by the
helicopters. As the Chinooks moved away,
other vehicles were plucked into the air, in
underslung strops.

Meanwhile, Pumas were picking up the
guns of 19 Regiment, Royal Artillery (The
Highland Gunners) to provide covering
fire for the force. These weapons were in
action last year on Mount Igman, overlook-
ing Sarajevo.

The airborne-assault, spearheaded by
tank-busting Lynx helicopters of the Army
Air Corps, was a success, and the battalion
can now look forward to deploying with 24
Brigade. This year it leaves for Kenya and
six weeks of jungle and bush training. Next
year it will be bound for the United States.

Above — Sgt Billy Lamb and his A Company platoon wait in a chilling wind for their Chinook

Below — The Milan anti-tank platoon, from the battalion’s Support Company, embarks in a Chi-
nook at the former RAF Sculthorpe airfield
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Bedside manna: Two Territorial Army officers
received achievement awards while touring med-
ical facilities offered by 1 Armoured Field Ambu-
lance at Sipovo in Bosnia. Maj Christine Hunter
(right) and Capt Carine Horsburgh are pictured

Leek landmark
goes quietly .

A 52ft-high chimney at the
Army's Leek Training Camp has
been removed to make way fora
new pollution-free heating system.

The seven-ton, rocket-like
tower had been a feature on the
landscape for 13 years, familiar
to drivers, cyclists and ramblers
who use the A53 Leek to Buxton
road and the surrounding moor-
lands.

.. unlike an
island’s relic
of Gallipoli

Meanwhile, a group of combat
sappers based in the North
West made their mark on Angle-
sey by blowing up a concrete
pier intended for the Gallipoli
landings in 1915.

Forty men and women from
201 Headquarters Squadron, 75
Engineer Regiment (V), based
in Manchester, used more than
three tonnes of the latest com-
mercial plastic explosive to
demolish the pier, which, built on
a concrete barge, was designed
to be towed to the Dardanelles
for the ill-fated First World War
campaign.

The blast, at Trwyn Penmon
Point, opposite Puffin Island,
was heard ten miles away. A
smaller charge was detonated
first to scare away fish and fowl.
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with Lt Col Steve Gouge, CO 212 MASH, and
patient Gnr James Pitts, 1 RHA, who is recovering
from a broken kneecap. The two Terriers, both
from 212 Sheffield (Yorks) Field Hospital, received
212 MASH CO's coins of achievement

Honouring the
fallen, through
thick and thin

IN THE face of vandalism, civil
unrest and climatic excesses, the
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission continues to protect
and honour the last resting places
of Servicemen and women all over
the world.

The latest annual report of the
Commission lists the triumphs — of
which there were many during a
year of high-profile anniversaries
—and the disasters.

Floods in South Africa and Italy,
graffiti in France, theft in Rome
and Maidenhead, unrest in Asia -
the Commission’'s dedicated staff
in 147 countries coped with it all.
They also found new ways to
make their already immaculate
cemeteries and memorials -
1,694,999 of them — even more
pleasing to the eye.

Not all problems were sur-
mountable. The Commission was
obliged to exhume ten war casual-
ties from Bathurst European
Cemetery in the Gambia because
the land was required for a local
authority ~ development.  The
remains were interred in Fajara
War Cemetery.

The 1995-6 annual report
notes: “The Commission strongly

opposes the disturbance
remains, but very occasionally |t is
forced to comply when overriding
public necessity for the removal
can be demonstrated by the rele-
vant authorities.”

By and large, it adds, staff and
representatives were able to go
about their business near and far
with remarkably little hindrance.

On the technical front, 1.7 mil-
lion names were added to the
Commission's new system of
computerised records, greatly
speeding up the “search and find”
processes, and the organisation’s
ability to supply more complex
information.

@ When soldiers of 47 Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery learned
that the Northern Ireland Hos-
pice was trying to track down a
cabinet to house a Book of
Remembrance, they volun-
teered to help.

Now the hospice has one,
hand-crafted from Irish oak, in
its north Belfast headquarters.
The regiment is on a six-month
tour based at Girdwood Bar-
racks.

Picture: Capt Kevin Harvey

L<()YEARS AGO

From Soldier, January 1947

CHIPPY CHAPPY
Victory in the race to open the
British Army’s first fish-and-
chip restaurant in Europe is
claimed by Trieste in Iltaly.
Hamburg, Germany, has one
on the way. Pete’s Fish and
Fry (named after Maj Peter
Coode, a welfare officer) is
run by Cpl Free, Coldm Gds,
a former fish-and-chip shop
proprietor from Chelmsford.
Although food is served in
paper and not on plates, regu-
lations forbid troops eating in
the street.

>.5YEARS AGO

From Soldier, January 1972

GOODBYE GULF

A British military presence
spanning two centuries in the
Persian Gulf ended last month
when Headquarters British
Forces withdrew from Bahrain.
A month earlier the last major
unit, 1st Battalion, The Stafford-
shire Regiment, had left Shar-
jah for home.

Last-gasp
victory ...

A TEAM from Osnabrick-based
21 Engineer Regiment triumphed
in the 1996 Medium Girder Bridge
competition on the River Weser at
Hameln, despite the fact that
trucks from the rival 35 and 32
Engineer Regiments had crossed
their bridges first.

When time penalties were
taken into consideration, 21’s well-
judged effort of 9min 22sec was
found to have won the day.

Just Great,
Manchester

THREE out of six Lord Lieu-
tenant's Certificates awarded in
the North West Territorial Associa-
tion area ended up in Greater
Manchester.

The area also takes in Cumbria,
Merseyside, Lancashire, Cheshire
and the Isle of Man.

Coveted awards went to SSM
Peter Roden, now retired, of D
(Duke of Lancaster's Own Yeo-
manry) Squadron; SSgt Denis
Bradley, REME Workshop, 75
Engineer Regiment; and Sgt Rus-
sell Goulding of C (The Manches-
ters) Company, 5/8 Kings.

WO2 Joseph Harris, serving
with 4 QLR, was Lancashire’s only
recipient.

WQO1 Thomas Lamb, RSM of
the Merseyside Army Cadet
Force, and Capt George Spurling,
RMP CVHQ SIB Branch, also
received awards.

Embroidering the jerboa legend

ORIGINS of the ubiquitous shoul-
der flash of the Desert Rats were
recalled by Salisbury councillor
Colin Duller while he was looking
through a 1976 copy of the Salis-
bury Journal.

He came across a letter to the
editor from the late Cdr Charles
Lamb RN following the death that
summer of Lady Helen Creagh.

She was the widow of Gen Sir
Michael “Dickie” Creagh, much-

Hong Kong
as you
recollect it

WHAT IS your favourite — or least
favourite — memory about service
in Hong Kong?

Contributions would be wel-
comed for a special commemora-
tion issue of Soldier to mark the
end of British sovereignty in the
Territory and a military presence
spanning nearly a century and a
half.

If you have an anecdote or story
that reflects life in Hong Kong and
the New Territories, please send it
to the Editor. But keep it brief — no
more than 150 words.

Funny or sad, ancient or
modern, garrison tour or just pass-
ing through . . . put pen to paper
and share the memory with us.

Please include your rank and
unit at the time, and a head-and-
shoulders photograph if possible.

® Some service: Ninety sol-
diers from the Royal Logistic
Corps based at Deepcut,
Surrey, collected £9,000 for the
Poppy Appeal at Clacket Lane
service area on the M25.

APTC Association functions:
SW Branch at Falfield, near

Gloucester, on February 7
(details: Bob Marshall, 01747
860207); NW Branch at Black-
pool on March 14 (details: Jim
Blackley, 0151 9285102); Eastern
Branch on April 4 (details: Frank
Turmel, 01473 785291); NE
(York) Branch on May 16 (details:
Rocky Holling, 01226 207046);
SE Branch at Aldershot on May
31 (details: Steve Monk, 01252
834274).

11th Squadron RCT (1973-77):
Reunion scheduled for September
6 in Cannock, Staffordshire.
Details from M G Wedlake, 87
Lagham Road, South Godstone,
Surrey RH9 8HF (01342 893071).

Band of 8th KRI Hussars: Ex-
members interested in proposed
reunion in 1998 are asked to con-
tact Colin Ridgers, 117 Vanner
Road, Witney OX8 6LL (01993
774694).

loved commander of the 7th
Armoured Division in the Western
Desert during the Second World
War.

Lamb, author of War in a String-
bag, was a Fleet Air Arm aviator in
the Mediterranean, one of Creagh’s
Dekheila Boys, so-called because
they often provided an aerial
escort when the general was pilot-
ing his Avro 504 about the desert.

Lamb recalled that while com-

plaining in a letter to Lady Helen
that his division had no shoulder
flash, Creagh added the words
“. .. all we see out here are jer-
boas, the desert rats that are the
bane of our existence . . ."

Lady Helen promptly drew a
picture of a jerboa sitting on its
hindquarters, had it embroidered
in red velvet and posted it to her
husband in Egypt. The legend of
the Desert Rats was born.

Nine-year-old Dalibor Lakic (front) of Mrkonjic Grad, Bosnia, and his
mates proudly wear a new football strip donated by Notts County
football club. With them are soldiers from the 1st Battalion, The
Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment football team who
presented the equipment to children in the town

JULY

15-27: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court. Tickets on 0171 244-
0244 from January 6.

@ To include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

Showtime
for gunners

HIGHLIGHTS of the 1997 Royal
Tournament will include a history
of the Royal Artillery portrayed by
gunners in period costume.

Public demand has forced the
organisers to include an extra
Sunday matinée on July 27. More
special effects than ever are
promised for the 107th show.

Old favourites such as the
musical drive of the King's Troop,
the Royal Horse Artillery and the
Royal Navy's field gun competition
will return, there will be a Maori
display from New Zealand, and
music courtesy of the Massed
Bands of the Household Cavalry.

Also on show will be the
Household Cavalry, the Flying
Gunners motor-cycle team, an
RAF motor-sports competition,
and the ever-popular dog
displays.

Seat prices range from £5 to
£25. For booking details, see
Dates panel above.

LOSURES
Relocation of REME MRO,
RLC(S) MRO and RPO Leicester
to the APC Glasgow in March will
result in the closure of the Glen
Parva Officers’ Mess at South
Wigston on March 31. Anyone
who donated an item of property
to the mess is requested to state
their wishes regarding its return or
disposal.

Where no instructions are
received by January 31, items will
be disposed of in an appropriate
manner. Contact Maj J Coleman
REME, REME MRO, 51 Saffron
Road, South Wigston, Leicester
LE18 4US (Tel Leicester Mil (745)
3586 or civ 0116 2759586.

National Malaya and Borneo
Veterans Association is setting
up a southern area branch based
in Southampton. Contact David
Smith (former 2 RGR),
Woodglade, Beaulieu Road,
Dibden Purlieu, Southampton,
Hants S0O45 4JF with name,
address, telephone number, unit,
date served and sae.

Personnel involved in the Dhofar
campaign, 1968-75, Southern
Oman, sought by author research-
ing for a book about the campaign.
Richard Bowyer, 84 Hartwell
Drive, Kempston, Bedford (tel
01234 843218) wants to hear
about personal experiences.

United States Army officer whose

platoon evacuated 16 British
wounded just south of the Imjin
River, Korea on April 23, 1951,
seeks news of the men he res-
cued 45 years ago. He has been
told they may have been
Northumberland Fusiliers or
Royal Ulster Rifles. Replies to
Edmund A Krekorian MD FACS,
Col (Retd), 17702 East Berry
Place, Aurora, Colorado 80015
(tel 303-690-6419).

W | Reeves, P O Box 893, Scot-
tburgh 4180, Republic of South
Africa, is trying to re-establish con-
tact with a long-lost branch of the
family and wishes to contact his
cousin, Maj Nigel (possibly N P)
Notley, at one time believed to be
an officer in the Devonshire Regi-

ment and ADC to the Governor of
Gibraltar. His service number may
have been P43030398.

Rita M Gayford wishes to hear
from anyone who served with her
late father, Sgt Harold (Harry)
Gayford, RAOC, who was sta-
tioned in Malines, Belgium from
the end of 1944 to October 1945,
then posted to Egypt until 1947.
Replies to 6 Berkeley Road,
Crouch End, London N8 8RY.

News sought of Robert (Jock)
McGann, last heard of in
Stephenson, Ayrshire. He served
with AA Command School of
Technical Instruction REME 1949-
51 in Lydd, Kent. Call Sid (Taffy)
Drake on 01873 855667.
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Terse
verse,
fine lines
and
absurd
words

The Faber Book of War Poetry
edited by Kenneth Baker. Hard-
back, £20.

AN ANONYMOUS dirty cir-
culating in the US Army in the
Second World War was short
and to the point.

It ran: Soldiers who wish 1o be
a herolAre practically zero./But
those who wish to be civilians,/
Fesus, they run into millions.

This is one of the shorter and
more witty selections in this
600-page anthology. The former
Home Secretary was a Nation-
al Service officer in the Royal
Artillery from 1953 to 1956
and at one time instructed the
Libyan Army in the gunner’s
skills.

He dedicates his imaginative
and often moving collection to
all National Servicemen — par-
ticularly those who were with
him in 181 Independent Light
Battery RA.

The sweep is wide, from the
ancients through to the 20th
century, and the reader is led
easily into each of his 66 sec-
tions by an intelligently suc-
cinct introduction.

Most of the verse is sublime,
but one must reluctantly con-
cede that no such collection
would be complete without the
ridiculous also (as in the four-
liner quoted above). Or,
indeed, such  relentlessly
obscene words as have been
chanted by centuries of sol-
diers as an “aid to morale” and
adopted gratuitously by the
trend-setters of the modern
entertainment industry as a
substitute for the creative
process.

Kenneth Baker himself illus-
trates his introduction to a sec-
tion entitled The Consolations of
Obscenity with a tale about his
National Service padre.

This reverend gentleman
assured his flock that a certain
Anglo-Saxon word had, cor-
rectly, not derived from the
Latin “to do” but was an
acronym for “Felonious Use of
Carnal Knowledge”. - CH

28

Plumbing canyon’s Grand depths

Spectacular photographs such as this, most
taken by the author, are part of the joy of Roof of
the Americas, in which Welsh Guards officer John
Warburton-Lee tells the amazing story of the 15-
month Services relay expedition from Alaska to
Cape Horn. With a foreword by the venture’s

patron, the Prince of Wales, this minutely detailed
and comprehensive account is published by Air-
life in hardback at £19.95. The picture shows one
of the teams dwarfed by the awe-inspiring depths
of the inner Grand Canyon, at this point more than a
mile below the surface of the surrounding country

f‘{“ &
HOWARD BRODIE has been
described by CBS newsman
Dan Rather as one of the best
war artists of all time and by
the legendary Walter
Cronkite as “the ultimate
journalist”.

His Second World War
drawings appeared in Yank,
the American equivalent of
Soldjer, and he built on that
early reputation in Korea and
Vietnam and with courtroom
scenes for TV from the
Charles Manson and Water-
gate trials, among others.

A wider public can now
judge for themselves. This
Korean war portrait of “Dog-
face” — US soldier Marion
Gray, later killed in action — is
one of 70 remarkable battle-
field sketches in Drawing
Fire: A Combat Artist at War,
and Brodie’s own favourite.

Each work of art by this 81-
year-old  Californian is
accompanied by notes made
at the time and there are also
extensive battlefield com-
mentaries from Europe, 1944,

Korea, 1951 and Vietnam,
1965. Gen Colin Powell told
Brodie: “Your words are as
moving as your skilful draw-
ings.”

Drawing Fire, a real collec-
tor’s item dedicated to “the
soldier, friend and foe, then
and now”, is available at £16,
inc surface mail, from Portola
Press, PO Box 911, Los Altos,
CA 94023, USA (tel/fax 415-
967 6011).

Withering
fire —and
that’s just
the media

War Correspondents: The Anglo
Zulu War by Prof John Laband
and lan Knight. Sutton Publish-
ing, hardback, £18.99.

APART from one or two
exceptions, war COITespon-
dents have long been viewed
with suspicion and resentment
by the military.

Friction was evident during
and after the Falklands War in
1982 as it was in the Zulu War
of 1879,

Generally speaking, journal-
ists have been regarded by
those in command as some-
thing between a necessary evil
and a running sore.

Certainly, Lt Gen Lord
Chelmsford, commander of
the British forces in the war
against the Zulus of 1879, con-
sidered the numerous newspa-
per reporters a scourge on his
ability as a commander.

In The Anglo Zulu War, Prof
John Laband and Ian Knight
tell not only of the battles
Chelmsford and his army
endured against the Zulus, but
also of his running fight with
the “special correspondents”
of scores of newspapers.

The reports were so critical
of Chelmsford’s conduct of the
war that the Government
asked him point-blank why it
was taking so long to polish off a
bunch of untrained nartives.

He responded with a letter to
his superiors attacking the false
impressions created by the cor-
respondents’ reports, “either
intentionally or ignorantly”.

But most of these journalists
had little or no experience of
war and were under extreme
pressure from editors to file
their stories.

This book reproduces some
of those articles and explains
the political and social implica-
tions of the day. — JM

THE story of the Volkswagen
Beetle, brainchild of the leg-
endary Ferdinand Porsche, is
unique in motoring history.

It all began in 1931 with
Porsche’s design office work-
ing on ideas for an inexpensive
car for the mass-market. First
prototypes appeared in 1934,
inspiring Hitler’s dream of a
“people’s car” that all Third
Reich workers could afford.

An enormous factory was
built but only a few hundred
cars materialised before the
Second World War, when the
capacity was used to build mil-
itary versions of the vehicle. By
the end of the war the factory
was virtually a shell, turning
out ten to 12 vehicles a day.

Stadt des Kdf Wagens, a
town of 25,000 people, later to
be renamed Wolfsburg, and
the Kdf factory were occupied
by the US Army but the area
was to become part of the

g e - ;

BAOR's Beetlo

British occupa-

ing the people

tion zone.
Ironically, it
was the British,

Volkswagen Beetle: The Rise
from the Ashes of War by Simon
Parkinson, published by Veloce
Publishing, hardback £14.99.

who were there
at the time,
including Maj

in particular an
Army officer,
who increased production of
this most German of cars.

In Volkswagen Beetle: The Rise

from the Ashes of War, Simon

Parkinson relates the remark-
able story of Volkswagen in the
vears 1945-49. From the aus-
tere vehicles of the early post-
war years it became the world’s
most popular car.

“At the time of writing, over
21,000,000 Beetles had been
built and, even though the car’s
basic design is fifty years old, it
is still in production in Mexico
and Brazil. The Beetle has
been around for half the life of
the internal combustion engine
itself,” writes the author.

Dr Parkinson has gone back
to original sources, interview-

Ivan Hirst, who
was responsi-
ble for VW’s resurrection.

When Hirst arrived at the
factory in autumn 1945 he
found Kubelwagens (the mili-
tary version of the VW) still
being painted in the German
Army’s desert sand colour.
When he asked why, he was
informed that nobody had told
the workers to stop.

Initially, production was
confined to the Kubelwagen,
but a Beetle — Kifer as it was
then called — was demonstrat-
ed at British Army of the Rhine
HQ and in September 1945
the Military Government placed
an order for 20,000 cars, all for
the occupying forces.

The new Volkswagen was up
and running, although ham-

Memory
men in

wartime
roll-call

Marching to the Sound of Gun-
fire: North West Europe 1944-5
by Patrick Delaforce. Sutton Pub-
fishing, hardback, £16.99.

JUST about every British
Army regiment and corps
which took part in the battle
for north-west Europe after the
D-Day landings gets a mention
in Marching to the Sound of
Gunfire.

For this is a collection of
mostly brief memories of the
officers and men who actually
fought in those final months of
the Second World War.

Some of the accounts are
mildly humorous, such as the
one where a “big red-faced”
Irish batman of the 2nd East
Yorkshires shot himself
through the foot while waiting
with his officer in a trench for
the order to advance.

Others — for example, an
officer’s description of a tank
turret after being hit by an
armour-piercing shell and the
effect on the crew — are decid-
edly unfunny. -JM

mania

pered by all sorts of problems,
such as the dismissal of key
managers because of their Nazi
affiliations.

Volkswagens were delivered
for use by the German civil
authorities, the police, Red
Cross and postal service.

[t is surprising that in Britain
the Beetle was given a thumbs-
down. Suggestions were made
that the car could be of interest
to the British motor industry,
and three VWs were acquired
for detailed examination.

“The Humber company per-
formed this assessment and
came up with a rather uncom-
plimentary report . . .”

This 1s an excellent book
about a remarkable car, if the
reader overlooks a misleading
error on Page 8 which puts a
stage in the Beetle develop-
ment no less than 60 years
late. There is plenty for the mil-
itary historian to absorb. — BJ
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C a3\ ¢ 5 1RGBW AND 4 KINGS OWN BORDER ON THE MARCH IN CAPE

RECCE PLATOON of the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and
Wiltshire Regiment, and 12 part-time sol-
diers from the 4th Battalion, The King’s
Own Rovyal Border Regiment were among
British military teams which took part in
the international Cape Town march.

Nicknamed the Lions because of their
distinctive cap badge, the 4 Kings Own
Border “vompers” completed weeks of
training for the prestigious competition
sponsored by the South African
Defence Force (SADF).

An annual event, it attracted 197
military and civilian teams of ten who
speed-marched along a 50-mile course
over a picturesque route in the Cape
Peninsula including slopes of Table
Mountain.

As the temperature began to rise
sharply at the 30km stage, cramp and
dehydration became a problem for
some marchers.

Day two was over a distance of 37
kilometres, ending in the centre of
Cape Town. The 1 RGBW team, sev-
enth at the half-way stage, eventually
finished 11th overall in 11hr 40min,
while the Kings Own Borderers were
58th in 13hr 48min, a good result for
their first time in the event.

A Royal Marines Logistic Battalion
team was the only British Armed
Forces’ entry to finish ahead of the
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Above: Members of Recce Platoon, 1 RGBW, take part in the Cape Town
city-centre parade which marked the end of the marching competition

Left — Striding out and still smiiling (from front), Pte David Tranter, Pte Lee
Ashcroft and Cpl Dave Berwick of 4 Kings Own Border

; Africa

RGBW, and that by a mere four minutes.

Later there was time for rest and recre-
ation visits to Table Mountain and the
wine-growing area of Stellenbosch. Some
members of Terriers were more adventur-
ous, aiming to swim with sharks at the
Cape of Good Hope. But the sea was too
rough and their adventure was called off.
Others visited Kruger National Park and
the Eastern Transvaal.

Several enjoyable “braais” — Afrikaans

Well done: Pte David Tranter & Klngs Own Border,
receives his competition medal from the Senior Regi-
mental Sergeant Major of the South African Army. In
the background is Cpl Mike Milburn

for barbecues — were hosted by the 9th
South African Infantry and the Cape Town
Highlanders.

Meanwhile, the 1 RGBW contingent
was hosted by The Cape Town Rifles (The
Dukes), an affiliated regiment since 1930.

As the guests of the SADF, the British
Army marchers were accommodated at
infantry barracks in Khayelitsha, outside
Cape Town. The RGBW soidiers trained
in the Hermanus Mountains with Lt Col
Brian Davison, a former CO of The
Dukes, and were entertained at the
homes of liaison officer Maj Brian
Sterne and current CO Lt Col Jimmy
Gerstner.

After the march, they relaxed with
visits including the South African
Infantry School and the Kango Caves.

A silver sphinx and dragon was pre-
sented to the Cape Town Rifles” WOs’
and Sergeants’ Mess by the RGBW sol-
diers, who are looking forward to host-
ing the Dukes at Colchester.

Capt Max Hutton, the Kings Own
Border team leader, said: “It was a very
worthwhile event and justified the dis-
tance and time spent getting there.”

Lt Col Tom Cobley, commanding
officer of the 4th Battalion, added:
“The team was the first Territorial
Army unit to participate in the event
and they should be proud of their place
and finishing time.”
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Help us
find the
‘forgotten’
veterans
of Korea

DURING the Remembrance
Sunday march-past of ex-Ser-
vicemen and women at the
Cenotaph in London, a televi-
sion commentator described
one group as “veterans of a for-
gotten war”.

He was referring to those
who served during the Korean
conflict of 1950-53, the first
war fought in the name of the
United Nations.

More than 65,000 members
of the British Armed Forces
served in Korea, and 1,078
gave their lives. For the past 15
years the aim of the British
Korean Veterans’ Association
has been to promote the inter-
ests of all those involved in this
conflict.

The year 2000 marks the
50th anniversary of the start of
the war, when many commem-
orative events will take place

@ Points in Question -~ Page 33

here, in Korea itself, and in the
other 21 countries around the
world which volunteered con-
tingents in support of the UN.

In the run-up to this occa-
sion the BKVA is undertaking
a number of projects. One is to
establish a permanent memori-
al to each one of the British war
dead. Another is a national
survey of surviving veterans of
the war.

Thirdly, to provide opportu-
nities for more veterans to re-
visit Korea, the association has
introduced a programme of
two-week pilgrimages starting
next year.

To assist the survey, 1950-
53 veterans, members of the
subsequent peacekeeping force,
or widows, are invited to write
to me.

Information about pilgrim-
ages can be obtained by writing
to Tony Leah, Rayner House,
23 Higher Hillgate, Stockport,
Cheshire SK1 3ER, enclosing
sae, or telephoning on 0161
477 4521. — Sam Mercer,
BKVA National Vice-Chair-
man, 99 Heybridge Avenue,
Streatham Common, London
SW16 3DS.

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

With apologies to Capt Lisa Giles — see Pages 20-21

Welsh Cavalry . ..
you're the greatest

BY THE time this letter reach-
es Soldier, officers and men of 1st
The Queen’s Dragoon Guards
will be back with their families
and friends in the United
Kingdom and Germany.

Those of us with the UN’s
International Police Task Force
(IPTF) who had the pleasure
of knowing and working with
the QDG in Bosnia and Herce-
govina send our sincere appre-
ciation for all their help.

With the QDG in support,
the IPTF began to be taken
seriously. Indeed, for the local
“hard cases”, as for many of
us, it was something of a reve-
lation to find out that a wagon
weighed 70 tons. There are
new faces at Barrachi, Bihac,
Bosanski  Petrovac, Kljuc,
Kulen Vakuf, and White Fang,
but the ground rules are the
ones set by the QDG.

For those of us without
means to defend ourselves, life
in the Bihac Pocket and the
Anvil is a much safer proposi-
tion for the QDG’s having

served there. Much of our
appreciation must go to the
CO, Lt Col Hamish Macdon-
ald, and his capable staff.
Without their understanding
and drive the IPTF, at least in
this region, would still be in the
first stages of its mission.

Their no-nonsense approach
to the many problems we faced
early on helped put the IPTF
well on the way toward achiev~
ing many of the goals set by the
Dayton Accords. We owe them
for their leadership.

We owe a good deal, as well,
to the many people who helped
make life bearable . . . the chefs
who made us feel welcome, the
clerks who helped us keep in
touch with home, and all those
who never hesitated to ask if
we needed something. Most of
all, we owe them for their
cheerfuiness.

From the IPTF team posted
to Bosanski Petrovac, special
thanks go to the squadron
commander, Maj Gil Baldwin,
and all the Welsh Cavalry who

Soldier welcomes letters for publication from all readers, whatever their status.
Letters must be brief, typed or written clearly and include the correspondent’s
name and address in block capitals, not necessarily for publication. Anony-
mous letters will not be considered. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the
decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to edit for length, clarity or style.

operated out of the IFOR base
across the road. They were the
tops! — John Richter, Bosan-
ski Petrovac Team, Banja
Luka Region, UNIPTF.

Missing
chapter

THE BOOK A Fighting Retreat
— The British Empire 1947-97
by Robin Neillands, reviewed in
the November 25 issue, should
have included a piece in the
Canal Zone section by Col Pip
Newton.

This is not buttering up a
senior officer . . . everyone
knows he is the authority on that
theatre during the Emergency.
Perhaps he could be prevailed
upon by the author to write a
foreword in any reprint.

Regarding the 25 per cent
discount on the book price
applicable to contributors. This
should be extended to all sol-
diers who took part in these
actions — they were contributors
too. — C L Golder, Bolton.

® Other letters in a similar
vein have been received from W
H D Podd, of Qulton Broad, Suf-
folk, and L Oliver, of Colchestej
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Southern cross

TWELVE British soldiers have completed
the trip of a lifetime — and made a signifi-
cant contribution to animal conservation in
Africa,

They volunteered to drive four Army
Land Rovers from Nairobi in Kenya
to Harare in Zimbabwe, a distance
of 2,500km, and contributed £500
of their own money towards the cost
of flights to Africa, petrol and food.

The Series 3 vehicles had been in
service for 12 vears for military
training in Kenya. All had been
“around the clock” and were about
to be replaced by a more up-to-date
model. Normally they would have
been sold off locally at a fraction of
their true value as it costs too much
to return them to the United King-
dom.

After their marathon journey
through Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia
and Zimbabwe, the slightly-dishev-
elled Land Rovers were donated to
the Zambezi Society by the British
High Commissioner in Harare.
They will be used for wildlife con-
servation projects in the Zambezi
valley.

The gift of the vehicles came
about thanks to the efforts of team
leader Lt Col Roddy Shaw-Brown, a
member of the Zambezi Society,

32

which has a branch in the UK. Among its
achievements are the creation of an inter-
nationally-recognised rhino survival cam-
paign.

Thanks to the high quality of regular ser-

s o

Sgt Alaistair ‘Dusty’ Miller helps a game warden at Manna Pools
Conservation Park in Northern Zimbabwe

vicing they have received in the Army, the
Land Rovers compared favourably with
many more recent models the soldiers
came across in Africa.

As well as handing over the vehicles,
priceless commodities in conserva-
tion work, the soldiers — most of
whom are in the REME - repaired
and serviced vehicles in the wildlife
parks where they stayed.

They also carried out repair work
in the Manna Pools conservation
park in northern Zimbabwe. One of
the trucks they serviced had been
donated by the British Army at the
end of a similar expedition two
years ago. It had covered thousands
of miles, proof that the gift of four
more Land Rovers, however old,
will be of real value within the coun-
try’s game parks.

Many of the roads they encoun-
tered were dirt tracks which disap-
peared in clouds of dust in the
intense heat. The soldiers slept
under shelter improvised on the
sides of their vehicles.

But it was not all hard work:
expedition members saw large
numbers of spectacular wildlife at
close quarters, enjoyed a river safari
on the Zambezi, and visited the
Victoria Falls.
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A 13-part postcard series on the new regiments and corps of the British Army of the 1990s

THE LIGHT DRAGOONS

THE Light Dragoons were
created from the amalgama-
tion of the 13th/18th Roval
Hussars (Queen Mary’s Own)
and 15th/19th The King’s
Royal Hussars on December
1, 1992.

Of the new regiment’s pre-
decessors, the 13th/18th dates
back to November 1922,
when the 13th Hussars amal-
gamated with the 18th Royal
Hussars (Queen  Mary’s
Own). The 15th/19th formed
in April 1922 on the combina-
tion of 15th The King’s Hus-
sars with 19th Royal Hussars
(Queen Alexandra’s Own).

Since December 1992, the
regiment, which has an
armoured reconnaissance
role, has been involved with
the international peacekeep-
ing mission in former
Yugoslavia. All four Sabre
squadrons, supported by HQ

Cor )

LIGHT DRAGOONS

Squadron and
RHQ, have served in Bosnia.
The postcard

McCouaig. It shows:

dress, UN Bosnia.

joined by
illustrated
was reproduced from a water-
colour painting by Simon

® Lance corporal: combat

® Regimental  sergeant
major: No 1 dress (ceremoni-
al).

@® Scimitar armoured
reconnaissance vehicle.

® Background:  Schloss
Bredebeck, Germany.

The diamond-shaped South
African flash of the 13th/18th
in the illustration is worn by
the lance corporal in combat
dress, while the RSM wears
the Royal Crest or cipher of
the 15th/19th under his rank

\For details of this and other postcards depicting regiments and corps of the British Army, send SAE to: Geoff White Ltd., 19, Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol, BS19 3JA.

badge and a scarlet forage cap
with gold braided peak (origi-
nally a Heavy Cavalry distinc-
tion).

An elephant surmounted
by Assaye and Niagra is worn
on his cross belt.

@ Who owns film copyright?

Q: An agency is advertising in a
military journal for film or video for
a TV documentary. Respondents
are reminded that photographs
and film taken on operations and
exercises automatically becomes
the property of the MoD, and that
prosecutions are likely over unau-
thorised use.

Would the 30-year rule apply
here? Or must | assume that my
photographic collection from the
Korean War, preserved over 45
years, and to which | claim copy-
right, is in reality MoD property? —
Jim Jacobs, Fareham, Hants.

A: Copyright applies only to film
or photographs taken by Service
or MoD official cameramen in the
course of their duty. — Editor.

For the record

For “Sandy’s” read Sandes
IN response to Mr J White of Lan-
caster (Letters, Dec 9), | can
assure him that Sandes — or
“Sandy’s” as he recalled it — at Bal-
lykinler certainly does exist and is
still providing good food and com-
fortable surroundings for the men,
women and families who live and
work there.

A new Sandes (pictured) was
built in 1973 after the bombing by

Q: Why are there no medals for
the wounded?

A: REFERENCE Cpl W Hibbert's
letter (Nov 11), may | explain what
the German rules were for their
medal? The Wounded badge was
instituted in March 3, 1918 and
reconstituted by Hitler for the
Spanish campaign on March 22,
1939.

On the outbreak of the Second
World War, a new design was

the IRA a year earlier of the centre
Mr White would have known. Inci-
dentally, Sandes has just opened
its latest centre in Bulford Garri-
son, one of Mr White's later post-
ings with the Royal Artillery.

Sorry | can’t help on the matter
of the Christmas Day menu, but |
don't imagine it has changed very
much in 50 years. — Hazel M
Knox, General Secretary of
Sandes, Belfast.

introduced
showing the
later type steel
helmet.

As in the First
World War, there
were three types:
black (wounded
once or twice);
silver (wounded
three or four
times); and gold
(wounded five
times or more).

Silver could be
conferred for the
loss of hand,
foot or eye, orin
cases of deaf-
ness. The badges were not issued
for illness or disability contracted
on active service, although frost-
bite was an exception.The award

Spanish
badge

Second World
War badge

was womn on the left hand breast
pocket. In 1957 the award was
reintroduced for veterans, this
time minus the swastika. Minia-
ture versions may also be worn in
a ribbon bar. — WO1 (RSM)
Coverdale, 252 Pro Coy RMP (V),
Stockton on Tees.

Q: Who was Mad Jack of Army
Commando fame?

A: R D Chambers said in Points in
Question (Nov 11) that Lt Col Jack
Churchill was so-called “Mad
Jack”. | doubt this. There were two
Churchills in the commandos, but
Jackie —J M T Churchill - was in
the Manchester Regiment, and on
the outbreak of war was a lieu-
tenant in D Company at Aldershot.

His brother was my company
commander in A Company. We
went to France with the 2nd Divi-
sion, and on the retreat Jackie
was awarded the MC, later gain-
ing the DSO in ltaly and a bar to
the DSO in Yugoslavia. But he
was never in Norway.

While in France, he is said to
have killed a pig with his bow and
arrow, with which he was an
expert. He was also a competent
player of the bagpipes, and rode
across India on a motor cycle in
the Thirties. Quite a man. He died
earlier this year. — John Sullivan,
Calverton, Notts.
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s The Heat
This State-of-the-art, IS On
Japanese High power Lighter is abeolutely amazing
Pressing the plunger ignites the torch to uce a
Pocket Torch mne:aforcrg\ blwﬁam u\atemacé;::qh‘tout of
A Mini Blow the torch and therefor will not: burn your fingere,aven if
. held uj down. Releasing the plunger extinguishes the
Torch Lrghter ﬂammmw mndedn:?;aagm(?:syan?esre fa
(VT R LI O Ml constant flame is reqired, then it is possitie to lock the
flame oh, and et the torch, upright. on its removable,
rubber base. The most. obvious use is for this high power
M torch is for lighting fires & stoves in adverse weather
] conditions, like wind & rain, as using matches or 2
standard lighter i both frustrating and potentially
5 3 umbing Soldering] danaerous. By offering the torch a little shetter with your
Cutting & Sealing | ands, or turning your back towards the wind it will
Rope handle the elements with surprising ease, lighting firee
very quickly due to the intense heat of its flame. Its price
i& only £24.96 + £2p8p (Order before Dec. 22nd for

| REErR) _IAPANESE QUALITY
Made in Japan HEATS — MELTS — L m

You may pay by: ACCESS DELTA VISA MASTERCARD SWITCH Or CHEQUE Payable To: DEALS
DIRECT UK. Please Phone the number below for friendly help and advice or post your order to:
Deals Direct U.K., Dept. S1PT, 7 Wardwick, Derby. DE1 THA

CREDIT CARD HOT LINE: 01332 344822

ndeavor ta despatch within 10 days of receipt, & notify you in the unlikely event of it being longer than 28 days

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Polos, Rugby Shirts,

Hooded Tops,

Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 85U

Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298 08

L Enghsh-made
sweat shirts
@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs
® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

SAMPLE

SHIRT

(On orders of more than 20 shirts)

U.K. MADE OLIVE
GREEN T-SHIRTS

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS OR CREDIT
CARD PAYMENT AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

SAY IT WITH

[ HAPPY NEW YEAR |7| LOVEYOU |

@nMpnGNE

CONGRATULATIONS
Champagne Etc. M *
offers a nationwide, next day, champagne gift
delivery service using only award winning
champagnes with your own personal message. - = J
ORDER BY FREEPHONE - 0800 455554 A 4
F BY FAX - 0171 486 6077
Champagne Champagne Champagne Vintage 1988 Champagne
POLBARON  Vve A. DEVAUX Vve A. DEVAUX Vve A, DEVAUX
£23.50 Cuvée Rose Grande Réserve Brut Cuvée Distinction
£29.00 £29.00 £39.00 J

F . 44 WELBECK STREET, LONDON W1M 7HF ET‘ 3
— S S SR

i' FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER
’“ High quality pewter tankards,
4 hip flasks, goblets, plates and
fﬁ much more. Engraved with

| Regimental Badges, Crests and
| Logos to your own designs.
i:] Competitive prices.

Full colour brochure.
A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD

j
'| Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield 51 3JA
Tel: 0114272 5676&0!14 4_?54'\55 Fax: 0114 272 6651

{ \
PRIN "‘ D OR Embrocdered,
TO YOUR OWN DESIGN 0 % 4
* T-SHIRTS
* SWEATSHIRTS
* POLOSHIRTS
* RUGBY SHIRTS
* DRILL TOPS

For FREE colour brochure fromk'
the U.K's leading supplier to
H.M. Forces contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett, ENIEAD
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB &Y
TEL:(01793) 849888

= Claim a FREE! Sweatshirt in 1997

Place an order with TEES TOTAL during 1997 of more than 20 garments printed
) or embroidered with a new design and on top of our free sample garment offer
you will also qualify for a free sweatshirt which will be sent with your main order.
— To claim your shirt return this coupon to TEES TOTAL when making your order.
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These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 652, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GUI11 2DU by January 24.
Do not include anything

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

else in your envelope.
More than one entry can
be submitted but photo-
copies cannot be accepted.
The first correct entries
drawn will be the winners.
No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
February 17 issue.

Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 649 (Nov 11 issue): First correct entry
drawn was sent in by Mr G L Massey, of Solihull, W Mid-
lands, who wins £50. Book prizes go to runners-up Mr K J
Whitehouse, of Cheltenham, Glos, and Pte D Wall, of 1 Bn
REME, CS Coy MT Section, Sipovo, Op Resolute, BFPO
538. The differences were: “E” in sign; canteen assistant’s
hair, lapel, left arm, buttons; rail joint; soldier’s sideburn,
bicep; chef's bow; toad held by chef.

""""""""""" Subscribeto

SOLDIER

The official magazine of the British Army

OVERSEAS
One year £23.00 O One year L3220 d
Two years  £40.00 a Two years  £60.00 4

Send your cheque/PO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to:
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

NAME:

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE.
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS) o/l
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RANGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

= Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*

i Finance at competitive rates

i A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER

Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (ho stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK
NAME AND RANK .....oovitiiirimeriniirieeseereescbsasmessssss st ssesessssssasanas
D D R E S Gi: s ke roasasvscscios s biosemamsost da s ans s et o aumamssees ss s nsmshpreeais; Sedasatbatnsns

| @M INEETESIEA IM «ovivireeeeceeecri ettt s en e s sssas bbb saana e sen

Part exchange details ..........ccceeemrieemiiiiiiiie s

COUNMTY Of USB..oaoeviansiiiisiininsssnsnssasesmissusssssnssasens
SOLDIER ©bs

f""w ‘Regal Military =
Tailors

The Hallmark of fine military tailoring

1]3\_\;\‘ -wl
:-Fi i

A personal handcut tailoring service for Officers and Senior
NCOs.

All uniforms, Mess Dress, suit and blazer requirements are
made to measure and fitted by our craftsmen.

Only regimentally approved materials are used and all work is
carried out on our own premises.

A full range of complementary accessories is offered.
Discount is given on all bulk orders.
Interest free credit.
Contact your personal military tailor:
Germany — Tel: (0541) 2021058
UK — Tel/Fax: 0113 236 1091
Regal Military Tailoring
3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane, Leeds LS1 3HA o

I :A‘-\.:‘}'.x\ﬁi’ft

ma“Zia
Tax Free Sales

¥ Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental delivery
¥ 323 from £9,149 * 626 from £9,9393
MX5 from £10,083
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX
POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467
Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:

3231 626[ ] MX3[] MX5[] MXB[] Xedos[]
Other Makes [ L. ..o LHD/RHD

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511)

JSOVEREIGN]
UNBEATABLE
SERVICE =%

Wit AUXHALL |

e German or UK delivery
e RHD or LHD programme
o Used Car Sales in Germany

o Demonstration Vechicles at
Super Savings

@ Finance —dm. or Sterling

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

NAME AND RANK
ADDRESS............c.0en..

I am interested in

Part exchange details

COUNITY OF U@ ivcriieiiisnisassisnvsaser savsesienbnsiadsosuaien e lan edus s e bk a S obmaa b UL e

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

wetwr Acnov - Germany 0130-8544-96
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Kinlet Hall Bewdley

* Over 90%

Prospectus from the joint Heads, Ma

MOFFATS SCHOOL

A happy family-run school for boys and girls
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service
0 of our pupils are full boarders
* High st md irds, with small classes and sensible discipline
* All games and riding t wught in our 100-acre grounds
* Our own escorts to and from airports and stations
* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats

Worcestershire
7 10 13+
families

e

rk and Alexandra Daborn

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept
PO Box 573,
Sutton Coldfield,
West Midlands
B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 841444 .
NEED A CV? C.V. EXPRESS
Consultations, Advice, Draft &

Confidential
Master Copies,
Services, over 2200 type Fonts and more than 20

different
Complete package providing Unbeatable Quality

Free Disc Storage & Re-Type

Media Presentation types available.
For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write 10!
Mr MacDonald
3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull,
East Yorkshire HU6 9UA
Tel: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a week)

SERVICES |
-
- for Military

-
C V'S personnel

Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Quality content. Impeccable presentation
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service.
Laser printing. Free client CV storage
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc

SERVICE - CV
Dept (A). 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH, PL7 3HZ

Tel / Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 1)
iy J

Please mention
SOLDIER when
replying to
advertisements

PRO-BOOTS

Latest issue Goretex severe
weather boots. Speed lace.
Waterproof. Durable.
i Breathable
once only offer.

RRP £150.00

argain £80.00

Special

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &
SWEATSI—[IRTS

+ Ties * Sportsbags
* Golf umbrellas
+ Baseball caps
Embroidered garments — Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36
Badges — embroidered — min gty 25
Enamelled — min 100
Blazer badges — min 5
Ties — woven — min 50, printed min 36
Baseball caps min 50
Sports bags min 50
Golf umbrellas min 25
Dunbartonshire

nsign
G84 0JN

Tel 0143684 2581/2716 Fax: 0143684 2854

Write phone or
fax for colour
brochure to
Kilcreggan,

MOTIFS

HI-TEC Magnum lcather /

by cordura lightweight combat boots,
ideal for tactical use.

Magnum Boots
£39.99

Magnum Sympatex
100% wiproof £70.00
. Magnum All Leather
£50.00

MICHA

Exclusive HAND CUT
AILORING

~ T
For your

MADE TO MEASURE »
Uniforms Suits ete

e oifer

H 14 day Make or
B 48 hr EXPRESS
ﬁ) Keen prices
B First class fit
B High quality
M Excellent payment terms
Local agent (o measure in most areas’
Tel: 01379 783736
Fax: 01379 783898
As our customers say:
The serviee is simply unbeatable
5TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK (

VISTA TIES

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

TEL: 01
FAX: 01

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.

EL JAY

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 BAP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 o

737 645113
737 645892

BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIER OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS

1) Army Issue
Assault Boots
New £39.99
Goretex Army
Issue Boot Liners.
(Mid calf length)
New £16.99
Army Issue 80%
£2.99

wool socks

YOUR OWN DESIGN

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS
+ LOTS MORE

RICE GUARANTEE

If you find the same garment cheaper

we will refund the
difference. T.G.l. COTTONRIDGE
LEISUHEWEAH

Telephnne (01902) 724421

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £9.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £11.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,

Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Fax/Telephone 01706 846648

D9

Danner & Matterhorn Boots
Severe weather. Thinsulate.
Goretex. Vibram soles.

CWC G10
NON DATED £55.00
DATED £68.00
STRAPS £6.99
Military Issue Watches.
CWC are genuine issue.

Beware of copies with similar
sounding names.
Only available from
Silverman’s.
CWC CHRONO
QUARTZ £220.00

Soldier ‘95 PLCE DPM Tactical Ops.
Assault vest. 8 assorted pouches plus 2 large
map/storage
pockets. Holster
attached inside.
| size fully
djustable
mesh vest,

quick release
fastening
front. Built to
last, NEW £125.00
Only available from Silverman’s

PLCE Chest Rig

Genuine

Pouches. Main

Issue. 3

storage area.
DPM or

utility

ammo, 2
rig is a large
Built to last.
Green £44.99

body of

The

Merlin Srug

Softie 3

sleeping bag.

Insulates down to

zero degrees. Packs

® very small, £55.99

Full range of SnugPak and
Military Issue sleeping bags

available. Goretex Military Issue

Bivvy Bags also in stock.
PLCE Bergen 125

Yo

MECHANICAL £299.00

2%
Stay Warm

and comfortable.

Buffalo Sp6 Shirts: £79.99 ~

Olive or Black
Original Mountain Shirts
£72.99: Olive

Genuine SAS,
PARA and
! GORETEX

All other Buffalo kit stocked

Latest Issue 50 litre
DPM Patrol Pack
Genuine British

litre. Side pouches
make a 35 litre day

smocks.
3 All sizes Military Bergen. patrol pack. Cm'gluru
('ﬂﬁll—ljgﬁ . Heavy duty, cordura outer, lightweight
Light- 4 material. Water- and d“_"‘“hi“-
weight proof; with two side Only £145.00 )
R .Trupical F pouches. Berghaus Vulcan £175
- Jjackets & Excellent ki Full range of Berghaus and Military
tr(mse\l;f\éi: = ! NEW £65.00 issue rucksacks in stock.

SILVERMAN'S L

2 HARFORD STREET
MiLe Enp . Lonoon E1 4PS

JEY TeL: 0171 7 900 900 Fax: 0171 791 0008

PHone For FRee CATALOGUE
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UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE

Mess Dress P.OA.
Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00
OR's No.1 Dress £295.00
Officers No.1 Dress £325.00
S.B. Blazer £150.00
D.B. Blazer £175.00
Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject to VAT where applicable
48Hr or 2 Week Make up
Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK
STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY
TEL: 01379783736 FAX: 01379 783898

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts — Sports shirts
Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE

NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NGé& ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0115 9274469

L Pamn Pals \

Sharon, 28, 5'6", with blue eyes. A
fun-loving nurse who enjoys reading,
listening to music and going to pubs
with friends. Seeking pen pals aged 25-
35. P883 1197
Paula, 29, 5'6", slim with shoulder-
length brown hair and a bright, lively
personality. Enjoys the cinema, cooking,
eating out, clubbing and socialising.
Seeking male pen pals of any age. P885

Nikki, 24, 5'7", strawberry blonde
with freckles. She is cheerful and lively
and enjoys the gym, music, clubbing
and reading. Seeking pen pals aged
25+. P886 01/97

Sandra, 46, 5'5", with fair hair, blue
eyes and a slim build. Enjoys eating
out, pubs, the theatre, travelling and
golf. Seeking pen pals of any age with
GSOH. P887 07

Jennie, 27, 5'6", a student teacher
who enjoys the gym, walking, reading,
music, the theatre and cinema. Seeking
male pen pals aged 28-32. P888 o1

Jackie, 49, 5'3", with red hair and of
medium build. Enjoys socialising, ten
pin bowling, eating out, the theatre and
concerts. Seeking male pen pals aged
43-55 with GSOH. P&889 017

Jackie, 39, 5'4", slim and attractive.
Interests include eating, swimming
and listening to music (all types).
Would like to correspond with some-
one aged 35-70 as a friend. P893 o107

Rebecca, 23, 5'6", with crazy curly
hair and brown eyes. Enjoys socialis-
ing, laughing and enjoying life. Seeking
male pen pals of any age. P890 01797

Dawn, a 23-year old single mum
with shoulder-length dark blonde hair
and blue/grey eves. Enjoys swimming,
the cinema, most types of music, foot-
ball and nights in doing DIY. Seeking
pen pals aged 22-30 (or thereabouts).
P891 017

Michelle, 31, 5'7", with long brown
hair and green eyes, Enjoys swimming,
dining in‘out, walking on moonlit
beaches and dancing. Would like to
write to genuine single soldiers. P892

Jackie, 39, 5'4", slim and attractive.
Interests include eating, swimming
and listening to music (all types).
Would like to correspond with some-
one aged 35-70 as a friend. P893 o197
5'8", attractive with brown hair

Jenny,
and eyes. Enjoys reading, dancing,
eating out and visiting places of inter-
est. Seeking fun-happy male pen pals
aged up to 42. P894 o1

[ Books 1

With Spanners Descending
by Joe Roberts

A History of the Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers with 1st Airborne
Division: 1942-45.

A fascinating account of REME's activities in
North Africa, Italy, Amhem and Norway.
“A soldier first and tradesman second™
Price £9.99 including postage
Available from:

Bluecoat Press, Bluecoat Chambers,
School Lane, Liverpool L1 3BX

“Head-dress Badges
of the British Army”’
by Kipling and King. The collectors’ Bible.
Volume One (1800-1920)
Volume Two (1920-1995)
£107.50 the set, posted. Only 25 sets left
in stock. Vol Two £42.50 posted,

H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,

Farnham GU9 7QB.

(Tel. 01252 716303).

OF CANTERBURY

Dedicated Land Rover dealer
since 1946
*
Closest UK dealer to the continent
*
Tax Free or Tax Paid
*
Part exchanges welcome
*
Contact Andrew Thrush

01227 454040

Absolutely urgent. Wanted -~ LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). i

GarspWanited

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days. TC

Second hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially mili-
tary history and politics. We collect!
TYLON BOOKS, Merton Abbey
Mills, Merantum Way, London SW19
2RD. Tel: 0181 540 371. FOI
'SOLDIER TALK - A Squaddie's
Handbook' by Simon Cullen MBE.
240 pages. A dictionary which covers
food & drink, equipment, speech, combat
operations, officers & men (women
too!). Includes regimental nicknames.
If you want to 'swear like a trooper'
then order a copy today. Reviewed in
SOLDIER, March 1996. £6.95 - free
postage. Cheques to: SCOTZART,
3/2 Academy Street, Edinburgh EH6
7EE. 307
Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free
specialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253.

01/97
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Entertainment
Function Bands,

Disco & Karaoke
Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows
For all ranks,

Sgt/ Officers’ Mess
Wedding & Private functions
Tel: 0181-789 7227 / 6645
Fax: 0181-785 3533
Connextions The Name

You Can Trust! o

-

AUCTION OF MILITARIA
Saturday, January 25
Okehampton, Devon

Consisting of badges, s/titles, c/badges,
cloth buttons, reference books plus many
other interesting items.

Ower 3750 items compiled into 320
auction lots, all with very low estirmates
and no buyer's premium.

An ideal opportunity to obtain items at
low prices, so this is an auction not to
be missed.

For a copy of the auction list please
send £1 plus a large S.A.E. to: OKE

Militaria Auctions, Ryans Court,
LOkchnmptcm, Devon EX20 1ED

John Bull military clothing,
Catterick Garrison DL9 4DH. Full
list, SAE 36p. BFPO, FOC. Shemaghs
£6.90, insulated mugs, large, £1.99.
Helly Hansen-Buffalo. 01748 833614

EO1

NATO (IFOR) medals now
available. Full size £15.00,
miniatures £7.50 + VAT(UK) +

postage(75p). Send SAE for catalogue
to: Miniature Medals (SM), 30
Coventry Road, Burbage, Leics LE10
2HP.
e e ke e e e e e e e e e ok e e ke e ek e de ek
Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your regimental
and operational shields. Write for a full
colour brochure to:Military Marketing
International, 74-77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham BAIS TAF.
Tel/fax: 0121-4545393, Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95, no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. 1«
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Fieldcraft, life skills, shooting skills,
outdoor survival, self-defence and
much more. Free. The Outdoorsman’s
Bookstore, PO Box 15, Brecon, Powys
LD3 7XZ or phone 01874 658660. 250

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. Tic

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in
resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for
information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382,

Please mention
SOLDIER when
replying to advertisments

HAT'S YOUR NEW
YEARS RESOLUTION

JALTy VEA!

MND SHE KICKE]
you cs)uT #oﬂ “.F')M :

| WAS FEEDING IT
-T0 THE CAT !
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Established, successful B&B
business in Renfrewshire town of
Paisley. Comfortable, well-maintained
property. Worldwide clientele.
Genuine enquiries only. Apply: R & W
Hall, 15 Glasgow Road, Paisley. Tel:
0141 887 3621.
Cannon Curios, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts. Militaria, deacts,
prints, furniture, glass, china, books,
medal cases, etc. 10-5 daily, closed
Wednesday. Tel: 01980 655099.

The complete set of six war tapes
for only £77.95. The Great War plus
jukebox karaoke war years’ music
videos for £9.99, Military and Aviation
Shop, 162 High Street, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD1 2EG. Tel: 01923
222446.

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.
The Day the War Ended or A Sap
Amongst The Sappers. An amusing
two-hour audio cassette of army life in
1944-1948. Price £9.99. Leaflet on
request. Proceeds to St Dunstan's. White
Star Publications, Westbury, Wiltshire
BA13 3NY. Tel: 01373 823271 2596
Military Insignia. British and
colonial, Victorian-to-date. No re-
strikes. 50p for 32-page listing.
Shotton, 7 Peak Road, Clanfield,
Hants. ASa
Full/miniature size medals
mounted for wear or display. Send for
full list of new miniature medals,
ribbon emblems, brooches, ribbon
bars, clasps, etc, and medal mounting
costs. Access/Visa welcome. SAE
appreciated, Worcestershire Medal
Services, 25 Golden Cross Lane,
Catshill, Bromsgrove B61 0LG. Tel
01527 835375. 2590
Military, sports, coronation, police,
school, masonic and miscellaneous
medals and badges. Send 2x26p
stamps for list: 18 Hollybank Road,
Birkenhead, Merseyside L41 2S5Y. 2o
Largest manufacturers and
exporters of hand-embroidered bullion
badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, schools, colleges, clubs, efc.
Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-arms,
family crests and all military
accoutrements. Also leather gloves,
footballs, track suits. Contact: ] Arthur
(PVT) Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432 588605
“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Bartle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First  Aid, NBC,
Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info
on SAS80/LSW, Tests and APWTs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft
Recognition, ISBN 1-874528-02-0.
Price £7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO).
Trade terms on application. Available
from selected Naafi Branches,
Bookshops or direct from publishers:
MILITARY POCKET BOOKS, PO
Box 28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks
HU17 SLA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878.1«

TIES, BADGES 1
& PLAQUES

by Mail Order
REGIMENTS/SHIPS/SQUADRONS
Clubs & Reunion Associations.
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc.
SAE appreciated

The Heraldic Co (GB). Dept. S.
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge
End, Coleford, Glos GL.16 7THA

Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 J

(8am/10pm)

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 25096

[ Condams |

DELIGHTFUL
BLACKPOOL HOTEL

in Prime Location

Run by Ex -Serviceman
Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays,
breaks and functions. Prices include rull
English breakfast and five course evening

meﬂ'v
Holmhurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue,
Blackpool Central
Telephone: 01253 25977
Proprietor:Tony Salvin

Cyprus, Paphos (Choraka Village).
Fully furnished house, sleeps 4/5 in
hilltop village, overlooking sea towards
Coral Bay. Car hire available. Bookings
for 1997 available. Phone Mike Cross
on 01622 730236. o197

[ Fouselsts |

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Our Company offers many years of
Letting & Management experience.
Professional & Courteous Service. Low
rates.

A STRAIGHT FORWARD
INDIVIDUAL SERVICE WITH NO
HIDDEN COSTS BY STAFF WHO

CARE FOR YOUR HOME.

* Houses urgently required in Sussex,
Surrey & Kent %

"PHONE OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE:
GREENFIELD HOUSE,
DOWLANDS LANE, COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX.
Tel/Fax: 01342 718671 (24 hrs)

iR
LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

FORCES, TENANTS & HOMEOWNERS
- No interviews, confidential service by post
— Good benefits if you settle your loan early
For quotes, written details and free advice
Tel: 01929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days
(from overseas 0044-1929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE

Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers o

| Serises

Close Protection Courses in Israel.
2/3 weeks at professional training
facility. For details and brochure write
to: 6B, 16 Hereford Street, London
W1Y 7TA. 107

| Wanted

The City of Canterbury Pipe Band
urgently  requires  pipers and
drummers, male or females. The band
is non-competitive and would be ideal
for those who have recently left the
Forces and who wish to continue
playing without pressure to compete.
Contact Band Secretary, Colin
Boughton. Tel/fax: 01843 291258. o

Reproduction Guards-type Waterloo
Belgie Shako, please contact Mr A G
Turnbull, 29 St Mary’s Street,
Wallasey, Merseyside 1.44 5TX.

Director, 40, requires experienced
personal trainer, ex-Services PTI
ideal. Details in strict confidence to:
David Aworth, A.M.P.S., Box No 4RG
WDO, London W1A 4RG. 197

SISl IETIELD)

NOVEMBER 23, 1996
89-way tie for first prize (13 goals,
£67.42 each): Musn JR Alderson,
PARA Band, Aldershot; Capt WAS
Allen, 28 AEC, Church Crookham; Hidr
SG Arnott, 1 HLDRS, BFPO 807; Tpr
NCF Baker, QRL, BFPO 36; Capt KR
Berry, AGC Trg Centre, Worthy Down;
Sgt GA Black, The London Regt (V);
Sgt JMN Bobbett, 2 CS Regt RLC,
BFPO 47; Sgt TJ Boggs, 4 R IRISH,
BFPO 804; SSgt MJ Boston, 14 Signal
Regt (EW), Brawdy; Cp! PM Brenton,
QG SIGNALS, BFPO 1; CSgt PA
Brown, JTC Catterick; W01 CA Brown,
Dover & Shorncliffe Admin Unit; W02
P Burke, 2 LI, BFPO 22; Sgt AJ Butler,
14 Signal Regt (EW), Brawdy; Cpl SR
Cadden, 4 R IRISH, BFPO 804; SSgt
ER Carter, 3 Bn REME, BFPO 22; SSgt
EWF Chadaj, 47 Regt RA, Thorney
Island; Cpl MW Christopher, 40 Regt
RA, BFPO 30; Cpl SRA Clench, 29 Cdo
Regt RA, Plymouth; Sgt PD Cocker, 2
R ANGLIAN, Warminster; Pte JD
Cook, 1 PWO, Chester; Sgt GG
Cowling, 1 CHESHIRE, BFPO 802;
LCp! M Craft, 1 RTR, BFPO 22; W02
SW Cull, HQ London District; Bdr SW
Dawber, 26 Regt RA, BFPO 113; Lt KP
Dodgson, 93 POL Sgn RLC, West
Moors; Cpl PJ Doyle, 1 GH, BFPO 36,
Sgt CJ Eagles, School of Army Avn,
Middle Wallop; Sgt WP Eastwood, HQ
Catterick Garrison; Capt S Erskine-
Tulloch, AGC Trg Centre, Worthy
Down; W02 AW Evans, QDG, BFPO
16; Maj RL Ferguson, 30 Tpt Sqn RLC,
BFPO 30; Cpl CJFlint, 1 PWO,
Chester; Sgt BD Gallagher, 2 Signal
Regt, York; SSgt M Graham, 39 Engr
Regt, Waterbeach; LCpl M Green, 2
RRF. BFPO 23; Sgt | Grimes, 2 LI,
BFPO 22, W02 AE Hall, HQ Brunei
Garrison, BFPQ 11; Sgt SI Hamilton,
12 Regt RA, BFPO 16; SSgt (name
witheld), HQ Hereford Garrison; Maj
MR Harris, 204 (NI) Fd Hosp (V),
BFPO 801; SSgt AV Hughes, 1 RHA,
Tidworth; LCpl MJ Hughes, 1 HLDRS,
BFPO 807; Capt C Jackson, 7 PARA
RHA, Aldershot; W01 A Jones, 4 OLR
(V), Preston; Sgt CA Jones, 35 Engr
Regt, BFPO 31; Cpl AR Kennedy, Royal
School of Signals, Blandford; CSat SG
Kilpatrick, The London Regt (V); SSgt
S King, 15 Signal Regt, BFPO 801; Sgt
PR Lamont, 115 Pro Coy RMP, BFPO
15; SSgt DJ Lang, ITC Catterick; Sgt
GKG Lavis, School of Army Avn,
Middle Wallop; WO1 WR Lindsay,
HCR, Windsor; Cpl DN Lowe, 1
CHESHIRE, BFPO 802; W02 Mancini,
1 RHA, Tidworth; Sgt NB Matthews, 7
R IRISH, BFPO 801; LCpl J McBride,

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

Army School of Ammo, Kineton;
Cpl RJ McCaw, 7 R IRISH,
BFPO 801; LCpl MA McGinley,
40 Regt RA, BFPO 30; Sgt JE McPhail,
4/5 GH (V), Middlesborough; Cpl MA
Meadows, HQ Ohekefia Garrison,
BFPQ 58; Capt S Mincher, 1 GH, BFPO
36; Sgt RJ Mitchell, HQ Aldershot
Garrison; Cpl AL Morgan, HQ RMP
Cyprus, BFPO 53; Cpl DPF Murphy, 2
CS Regt RLC, BFPO 47; Cpl
Narendrakumar Tamang, QG
SIGNALS, BFPO 1; Spr K Neill, 38 Engr
Regt, Ripon; Lt Col DJ Norton, HQ
QMG, Andover; Gpl DG 0'Callaghan,
HQBF Cyprus, BFPO 53; SSgt LP Ord,
R Mon RE (M), Monmouth; Sgt Dg
Paull, 2 Bn REME, BFPO 38; SSgt A
Powell, 92 Ammo San RLC, Kineton;
W02 JT Pridding, 22 Engr Regt,
Perham Down; Cpi DR Rainey, 175
Pro Coy RMP, BFPO 801; W02 NJ
Rothery, 1 RSME Regt, Chatham; LCpl
TL Sallis; 14 Signal Regt (EW); Capt
RA Scott, 1 Signal Sqn (V), Bedford;
Brig RJ Shields, MOD; Cpl CR Stanley-
Jones, 1 (UK) ADSR, BFPO 15; W01
SL Stewart, RMA , Sandhurst; Sgt MJ
Storey, 26 Regt RA, BFPO 113; W02
DG Stotan, 156 Tpt Regt RLC (V),
Liverpool; W02 CD Tait, 40 Signal
Regt (V), BFPO 801; Sgt SG Taylor,
AFCO Dundee; W02 K Tindale, HQ Mil
Works Force, Chilwell; Capt MJ
Welfare, HQ LAND ES (Avn),
fetheravon; LtR Whiteoak, JSPI, RAF
Whyton; SSgt A Woodley, 233 Signal
Sqn, BFPO 801; Maj AEH Waorsley, 1
RGJ, Bulford.

NOVEMBER 30, 1996

TWO-way tie for first prize (22 goals,
£1,875 each): Cpl M Cummings,
SHAPE, BFPO 26; Sgt GLG Lavis,
School of Army Avn, Middle Wallop.

FOUR-way tie for third prize (21 goals,
£487.50 each): W02 GC Birch, 1
RSME Regt, Chatham; Maj DN
Hamilton, 35 Engr Regt, BFPO 31;
SCpl LJ Kibble, HCR, Windsor; Sgt CS
Riach, Dhekelia Garrison Wksp, BFPO
58.

ELEVEN-way tie for seventh prize (20
goals, £27.27 each): Gnr [DJ
Acraman, 26 Regt RA, BFPO 113; Maj
EJ Dawson, MAS (A), Guildford; W01
KJ Finnamore, 1 D and D, BFPO 22;
Bdr | Hoggan, 16 Regt RA, Waolwich;
Cpl AR Kennedy, Royal School of
Signals, Blandford; W02 CW Knight,
MOD; W02 ER Milne, MOD; LCpl R
Mitton, 22 Engr Regt, Perham Down;
W02 IS Norton, 38 Engr Regt, Ripon;
Capt AJ Parsons, 8 Inf Bde HQ &
Signal Sqn, BFPQ 807; Cpl IA Winton,
2 Armd Fd Amb, BFPO 36.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the

following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted .\ugjccl to

E&-ing available, The Publishers reserve the right to make
any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval.
The Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a

approval and conditionally upon space

reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is

scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement
in a series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in
sufficient time to allow amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For
Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions, Services,
Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings will be applied if

deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the
above conditions and nn%v conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void insofar

as they are in conflict with them.
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_[RUGBY UNION BADMINTON FOOTBALL TRIATHLON CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING _MARTIA

SRORl=s

Football

Massey Trophy: AMS 0, Infantry 5;
RE 4, AMS 0; AGC 1, APTC 2;
APTC 0, Infantry 3; RLC 8, AAC 0;
Infantry 3, REME 0; AAC 1, AGC

1, AMS 2, RLC 9.
Angling
Inter-Corps  coarse  champi-

onships: 1, Infantry A; 2, RE; 3,
RLC A; 4, REME A, 5, R Signals.
Individual: Cpl Evens, RLC, 15Ib
11o0z.

Martial arts
Army championships, karate

Kumite: Black belt Tpr S Web-
ster, R Anglian; brown belt, SSgt
M Jerrard, APTC; 4th/5th Kyu,
SSgt M Wibberley, REME; novice,
LCpl S Bullard, R Irish; women,
Capt H Thompson, RAMC. Team
—32 Armd Engr Regt.

Kata: Black belt, LCpl T Cash-
more, RE; brown belt, OCdt R
Streathfield, RMAS; 4th/5th Kyu,
Cfn C Davies, REME, novice, Cpl
S Elsdon, RLC; women, OCdt F
Robinson, RMAS. Team — 1 RTR.

Tae kwon do: Senior, LCpl A
Tate, HCMR; junior, Sig G Hard-
man, R Signals; women, LCpl J
France, AGC (RMP). Patterns:
senior, LCpl E Walker, REME;
junior, Sig G Hardman, R Signals;
women, Sig P Hardy.

President’s Cup, LCpl T Cash-
more, RE; Mejin Trophy, LCpl E
Walker, REME.

Judo

Army championships

Men - Under 65kg/U60kg, LCpl
Jones, 5 Regt AAC; U71kg, Pte
Ghio, Gibraltar Regt; U86kg, Sig
Betts, 11 Sig Regt; U95kg/095kg,
Pte Rawlinson, Gibraltar Regt.
Team: 1,1 RRF A; 2, 1 RRF B; 3,
1 R Anglian and 11 Sig Regt.

Intermediate: 1, Sig Gray, 11
Sig Regt; 2, Sig Douglas, 11 Sig
Regt; 3, Cpl Waterhouse, Para
and Sgt Brown, 23 Pnr Regt.
Women - Intermediate: 1, Sig
Hardy, 11 Sig Regt; 2, LCpl
Couper, Gibraltar Regt; 3, Cfn
Lam, SEAE and Pte Petty, 2 CS
Regt.

Gloves off: These 13 young soldiers from the Royal Logistic Corps returned victorious from boxing against
the United States Marine Corps and US Navy in Norfolk, Virginia. They won seven of the 12 bouts on the
first night of the competition, and five out of seven on the last night. Manager Lt Mike Scannell said their
success was due to intensive training supervised by coach Sgt Lee Panter.

Lucky Sussex gallop
away on a gift horse

Army U21 12, Sussex U21 24
A YOUNG Army rugby union
team had the game all but won
at half time by holding Sussex
5-5 when they had the benefit
of a strong wind at their backs,
writes Tom Wye.

But the Army gifted the visi-
tors the softest of intercep-
tions, which turned the game
on its head. Army heads
dropped and Sussex found the
bounce back in their stride.

Sussex scored two more tries
before the soldiers got their act
together. They then spent the

last ten minutes on the Sussex
line, were awarded a penalty
try and were on the verge of
another when the final whistle
blew. For the soldiers it was a
missed chance to chalk up a
win in the championships.

Spr Green (35 Engr Regt),
who played for Sussex before
he enlisted, scored a fine open-
ing try.

There was, however, one
happy soldier after the game.
Maj Colin Bowes-Crick, assist-
ant chairman of the ARU U21s,
is also the Sussex chairman.

White-hot nerve holds out

THERE were fewer entries
than expected in the first all-
round championships organ-
ised by the Army Clay Pigeon
Shooting Association (CPSA)
at Doveridge Sporting Club,
near Derby.

CSjt Darrel White (1 LI)
won the sporting champi-
onship with 89, two ahead of
RSM Gordon Lumsden (RS).
WO2 David Beattie (R Irish)
was third after a shoot off.

The down-the-line event
produced some upsets and the
event was won by RSM Lums-
den. Sgt Simon Arbuckle
(RMP) was second with WO2
40

Beattie third. Only first barrel
kills went towards the all-
round total.

By the final event, the 100
skeet, the 36 guns were feeling
the strain of three days of com-
petition. Scores suffered and
the result rested on the last
round after Lumsden had shot
a 93, White forced a shoot-off
for the all-round title which he
won, finishing ahead of Lums-
den with Beattie third.

RUSSIAN BLAST

History was made when 15
members of the British Army
clay target shooting team visit-
ed Russia to take part in a com-

petition at the Russian Military
Hunting Society’s shooting
ground, built for the Moscow
Olympics.

The team had a chance to
blast off large quatities of
“Russian thumpers”, 28-gm
East German-made, soft lead
cartridges, leaving many with
aching shoulders.

It soon became clear that
this was no ordinary Russian
team . . . and it turned out that
the Army was shooting against
the country’s Olympic squad.

But, at the end, the differ-
ence in scores was a creditable
60 clays.

Welsh Exiles U21s 24,
Army U21s 20

Welsh Exiles traditionally
play Combined Services U21s,
but with both teams desperate
for fixtures the Army took the
game at short notice.

It turned out to be a high-
scoring spectacle enjoyed by a
large and partisan crowd at the
London Welsh ground.

It was also quite an occasion
for two sets of brothers who
represented the Army — Sid and
Calum Zaloumas (both RL.C),
and the Davies brothers (30
and 88) of the Welsh Guards.

Skipper Spr Hughes got the
soldiers off to a flying start by
going over under the posts. Sid
Zaloumas intercepted to score
under the posts and, although
the Exiles responded, the visi-
tors led 10-5 at the interval.

Following a Welsh score in
the opening minutes of the
second half, Hughes crashed
over for his second try. The
home team responded with a
try of their own before Hughes
weaved his way across the line
to complete his hat trick.

With the Army leading 20-
17 and the whistle overdue, a
famous victory looked possi-
ble. But after nearly ten min-
utes of injury time the Exiles
ran in a fine try to win 24-20.

L ARTS

Second best

Army 0, Royal Navy 2
THE Royal Navy made good
progress in their quest to retain
football’s South West Counties
Championship by outplaying
the Army at Aldershot Military
Stadium, writes Derrick Bly.

The sailors controlled the
game and the 2-0 score-line
flattered the home side.

LBdr Lee Bluck, Cpl Lee
Innes and L.Cpl Darren Glenis-
ter attempted to get their attack
moving but the Army midfield
spent much of the first 45 min-
utes trying to stem the flowing
football of the champions.

The Navy took the lead on
the stroke of half time when a
cross from the left was not
cleared and Thwaites ham-
mered a left foot drive past
goalkeeper Cpl Ian Elliott. The
visitors increased their lead 15
minutes into the second half,
Johnson dispossessing WO2
Kevin Parkins and setting up
the chance for Haigh.

Army coach QMSI Duncan
Russell introduced Bdr Gary
Tootill and Sig Johnston in
place of Sgt Gary Williams and
Glaister, but the Navy should
have scored again when Thwait-
es missed from six yards.

Army 2, TA1

The Army, jet-lagged from
their Nepal tour, took on the
Territorial Army at Aldershot
and, in an epic struggle,
emerged victors by the odd
goal in three.

After early Army pressure,
WO2 Alan Higgins scored with
an unstoppable shot, then
increased the lead two minutes
from the break when he blasted
in a free kick from 30 vards.

The TA pulled a goal back
through Currie in the 65th
minute but the Army were full
value for their win.

Coach Duncan Russell gave
a run-out to Pte Leban and
Tpr Swain who substituted for
Zoldan and O’Connot after
the break.

Tae kwon do 5th Dan Ray O’Neill (left) demonstrates a move

Triathlete
squad
triumph

A TALENTED Army squad
swept to victory at the Inter-
Service triathlon champi-
onships.

As reigning men’s champi-
ons, the soldiers were keen to
retain the title and improve
on recent efforts in the over
35 and women’s categories.

The Royal Air Force beat
the Army over 35s into
second place and the Army
women were HISO runners up
in their category.

Individually, Capt Phil
Dove saw off the Marines’
usually  unbeatable top
triathlete, while Cpl Des
Hutton and Pte Nick Saun-
ders both figured strongly.

RSM Al Roberts easily
won the veteran event, while
LCpl Sonia Hurst continued
her improving form to finish
third female overall.

It has been a good season
for Army athletes. Seven sol-
diers were chosen to repre-
sent Great Britain at the
world triathlon champi-
onships in America, and two
went to the world duathlons
in Italy.

Kick start for the Army’s
martial artists

SIXTY-TWO soldiers from as
far afield as Cyprus, Germany
and Northern Ireland took
part in the first Army martial
arts championship at Bulford,
writes Rob Howells.

In the karate finals, SSgt
Marty Jerrard (APTC) did
well to keep his cool and defeat
WO2 Michael Riley to win the
brown belt title. In an earlier
heat, Riley had thrilled specta-
tors with a spectacular take-
down of an opponent who had
been attacking him with an axe
kick. The black belt final saw

England international Pte
Steve Webster (R Anglian) win
decisively against LCpl Tony
Cashmore (RE).

Staff Cpl Anthony Tate
(HCMR) won the senior tae
kwon do final, despite some
spectacular reverse spinning
kicks by LCpl Rastra Kuma
Rai. After a slow start in the
women’s open event, LCpl
Jenny France (RMP) made

REME snatch the advantage

QOPENING day of the annual
Inter-Corps badminton cham-
pionship at Beaconsfield was
dominated by teams from the
Adjutant General’s Corps and
REME.

An even contest throughout
the two-day competition was
anticipated, but the Royal Sig-

nals were unable to release
their best players until the
second day, the sappers lost
their first pairing, and the RL.C
struggled throughout to retain
their three pairings.

Despite the problems, there
were plenty of good signs for
the future, with several very

promising new faces on the
scene. The long-awaited
match between the REME and
the AGC was decided in the
last few minutes when the
REME snatched it 5-4. The
AGC beat the sappers 7-2 to
take second place, with the
Royal Signals third.

good use of her height advan-
tage to wear down Sig Pam
Hardy.

The President’s Cup, award-
ed to the competitor who
demonstrated the highest tech-
nical merit on the day, went to
LCpl Tony Cashmore (RE),
while LCpl Elliot Walker
(REME) won the Mejin Shield
for the most spirited perfor-
mance.

Minor injuries are inevitable
in this sort of competition, and
Sig Arwyn Efans (R Sigs) left
with two mementos, the
runner-up trophy in the novice
karate category, and a broken
nose.

Following the successful
debut of the championships
and official recognition of mar-
tial arts by the RAF, organisers
hope to put on an inter-Service
event in the spring.
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New tennis centre opens for service

THE DUKE of Kent opened
the Army Lawn Tennis Associ-
ation’s new £1 million indoor
tennis complex at Aldershot.
The sporting venue, which is
open to the public as well as the
military personnel, has four
indoor courts, and 12 outdoor

Robbie
and Co
squash
Police
hopes

EIGHT frustrating years of
unsuccessful attempts were
forgotten when the Army’s
squash squad finally broke the
Police stranglehold and won
the annual quadrangular tour-
nament at Nottingham.

The soldiers had played
second fiddle to the strong
Police every year since 1988.

Their first match did not
produce many dramas and the
Army came out 5-0 winners,
with only No 4 Maj Peter Rat-
clffe being extended.

Result of the match against
the Royal Navy was even more
convincing as all five players
won in straight games to set up
a decider against the Police.

WO2 Chris Wilson tooka 2-
0 lead but lost 2-3, while SSgt
Nigel Hissey struggled against
a very experienced opponent
and lost by the same margin.

Army champion SSgt Gary
Clarke gave a command per-
formance to win 3-1 and Maj
Peter Ratcliffe pulled another
back with a 3-1 win,

Veteran Maj Robbie Robin-
son, for many years the Army
champion, completed the tri-
umph in a final which looked
as if it might go either way. But
Robinson proved why he is still
regarded as one of the Service’s
best players and powered his
way to a 3-1 victory to clinch
the tournament title.

courts are under construction.

Work on the project, which 1s
being built in partnership with
the Hampshire L'TA, began in
1994 and should be completed
next summer.

After the Duke had unveiled
a commemorative tablet, Gen

Sir Charles Guthrie, Chief of
the General Staff and president
of the Army LTA, said the
building had been the dream of
Army tennis players for many
years.

“We are building a first-class
facility for the Army, for

Hampshire and for tennis play-
ers of all ages in this area.”
The complex, which will
contain a fitness suite, shop,
viewing gallery and restaurant,
was financed by sources includ-
ing Army Central Funds, Vick-
ers plc and the Nuffield Trust.

Cfn O’'Dell hurls himself against two defenders in the match with the London Broncos development side

Broncos throw young guns

Army U21 9, London Broncos
Academy 15
THE ARMY’s young rugby
league stars were given a tough
baptism of fire when the
Under-21 team played its inau-
gural fixture against the
London Broncos Academy.
Early pace was set by the
Army with three drop goals
from scrum half and captain
Tpr Mark O’Fee (RDG). But
the Broncos surged back with a

try late in the first half and
another early in the second.

With 20 minutes remaining,
some outstanding work by Cfn
Fisher (SEAE) and Cfn Adams
(SEME) in the forwards led to
the Army’s only try, scored by
Tpr Hickinson (RDG).

With five minutes left, the
Broncos scored again to make
it 15-9,

The Army did well to run the
London Broncos, the young

pretenders of an up-and-
coming Super League club, so
close in their first match. With
a return game planned for the
future, the Army is in training
for its next fixture against Hull
RLFC’s academy side.

Players who want to take part
in the next U21 trials should
contact SSgt Dave Heppell on
725 2699 or fax 725 2698.
Coaches and managers are also
asked to submit names.

COMING SOON
IN SOLDIER
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ITEMS being prepared for
forthcoming issues
include: @ Northern Ireland

photographic competition
® Rodney Bashford on a
lifetime of responding to

bugle calls ® C Company,
1 RGBW in Jordan @ Army
Personnel Centre, Glasgow
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Holding the fort: Four soldiers of
D Company, 1st Battalion, The
Staffordshire Regiment line the
ramparts on the Kong Shan
observation post overlooking the
Chinese border from the New
Territories. It is known as the “OP
of a Thousand Steps” because of
the very long climb from, and
descent to, the nearest road.
From left are Pte Simon Baker,
LCpl Paul Howell, Cpl Mark Ball,
Sgt Dave Edkins and Pte Colin
Jackson. The Staffords are due to
be relieved in Hong Kong by the
Black Watch in February.

Picture: Terry Champion






