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Yorkshire moors. which was the The trainees stay 15 weeks with 
training area of the 8th Royal the unit. The Erst Eve they give 
Tank Regiment, and the sheep to ' general military mining; 

another week thev do Weir share had grown used to them. 

HIlEE grubby sheep grazed under three solitary treas. 
The gram they clipped was thin and the sol1 under 
it bumpy. It was a little Island of green in a sea of 

grey, the grey of dry mud. churned up by tank-tracks. 
Three Comets turned off the there are n o  minefields for 

road a hundred yards away hundreds of miles. That was 
and skirted the  green island. why  grass still grew around 
There was no reason why the three trees. 

T 
For their part, the men in the Of the Camp chor'es. That ~ leaves ~~~~~~ ~ 

tanks were paying scant attention nine weeks - not long in which 
to the sheep. They were some of to learn to he a tank driver, 
the 700 trainees who are always Wireless OperatoI or Qunner. 
learning their first lessons O. Certainly not time enough to 
tank crews with the 8th Royal worry about sheep. The sheep 
Tank Regiment, Waitwith Camp, try 10 make up for it by visiting 
Catterick. the men in their camp, to the 

The men could hardly have a '  chagrin Of those who have to 
better unit in which to learn the. keep the camp Paths 
tank tradition. The regiment was Many of the men who go to 
originally formed in 1916 as Wailwith to learn to drive a tank 
"ii" Battalion, Tank Corps. and have never driven anythingmore 
it was in "Hilda," one of'  the complicated than B bicycle he- 
battalion's tanks, that General fore. After some theory hition, 
Sir Hush Blles led the Erst great they are put to the wheel of a 
tank battle . at Cambrai in 16cwt truck, which gives them 
Novemhm 1917.' the . general idea.. of handling 

in . vehicle controls. Then they have 

Desert 1938.. It and fought Italy, in was the one Western ,of the ,. ,,finally two W e e k s '  three of weeks theory of practical and 
first units to enter Austria'and. driving and maintenance. 
then saw service in Trieste and Although generally a good car 
Palestine and on the Suez Canal. river will make a good tank 
.It becdme a training unit last river, there is a lot of difference 

etwean handling a family four- 

ne battalion wPs 

'February. ,, ,,. . 

they Should, but twk drivers ne sheep looked up at the 
going across country Seem to tanks, then went on with their 
have a way of following in grazing. AII summer tanks had 
each other's tracks, even if been coming over that bit of the 

, . .  

Y "Cheer up, chum, you'll soon get your Ilcfice now." 

d c t 

bA: It look a nasty 
but the crew are 
worried about the m 
will collect 
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OF TEE N O R F O L K S  C A M E  BACK I I 
HE lwo young men in 
c l d i a n  suits who step- 
ped off the  military 

traln at Hamburg's main slal- 
ion had been to Germany 
once before. 

That was nearly eight years 
a g o  Then they had travelled 
by cattle-truck, seventy to a 
wagon under armed quard 
from France to the  Reich 
This time they rode In a soft- 

with the 2nd Battalion, The Royal 
Norfolk Regiment when that un'it 
fought in France in 1940. They 
were among the handful of rag- 
ged survivors .surrounded i t  a 
little French village called (iron- 
ically enough) Paradis in the Pas 
de Calais. An SS company. 'led 
by Fritz Knoechlein, shot three 
British soldiers as they went for- 
ward with white flags. to surren- 
der. Another 12 were killed be- 
fore the firing ceased. 

With 97 of their comrades Poo- 
leY and OCallaqhan were lined 
up on a roadway. spat upon, 
kicked and beaten with rifle butts 
before uley were marched off to 
a nearby field where a hole in 
the ground had been roughly dug 
out' and deepened. As the un- 
armed. defenceless prisoners 
marched aloagside, German 
machine-guns opened up and 
mowed them down. Pooley. who 
had already been wounded be- 
fore capture, fell intu~lhe pit with 
several bullets in his left leg. 
Others. dead and, dying. fell on 
top of hm. After a while the 
firing stopped and some of the 
SS men came up to the pit, 
firing their bayonets. Those who 
moved or made .a sound were 
eilher shot or bayoneted. One 
man near Pooley groaned and 
shots were fired into t h e  mass of 
men. Twice more Pooley was hit 
in the same leg. 

OCallaghan was luckier. Hc 

fell on the edge of the pit with 
a bullet in his arm and his face 
in a bed of thistles. But he dared 
not move nor make a sound: 
away A little and later Pooley the lost SS conscious- men went 

ness. while OCallaghan. who 
had had only short snatches of 
Sleep in I? days, fell asleep. Five 
or six hours later OCallaghan 
was awakened by someone pull- 
ing at his leg and whispering. 
"Are you alive?" It was Pooley. 

Together they made their way 
across the field, OCallaghan 
dragging Pooley, whose leg was 
useless, to a barn. OCallaqhan 
silently opened the barn doors 
and inside saw 'some SS men 
eating and drinking in celebrat. 
ion of their victory. It was no 
time for British prisoners to be 
around so the two wounded men 
made their painful way across 
another field to a farmhouse. 

OCallaghan found a pig-siy. 
chased out ,two pigs and several 
chickens, cleaned the place up 
as best he could and laid Pooley 
on a ~ + e d  of straw from one of 
the outhouses. For three days 
and nighls they lived in the sty. 
feeding on raw potatoes which 
OCaUaghan scrounpd from the 
fields at night. and drinking 
water from puddles. 

On the fourth day a Frenth- 
woman fonnd Pooley asleep in 
the sty. On being assured by 
OCaUaghan that they wprc 

British soldiers she brought them 
eggs. their first milk, real bread food and for butter days - - 
and dreesed Poolv's wounds. 
Allhongh the Germans had im- 
poked the death penalty on 
French bouring civilians B~itish helping soldiers or har- the 

Frendwoman looked after them 
for several days until the Ger- 
mans discovered their hiding- 
place and had them removed to 
hospital. 

OCaUaghan soon recovered. 
and was Bent first t o  a POW camp 
in Poland. He was later moved 
to Bavaria where he was set free 
by the Amenicans. 

Pooley spent the rest of his stay 
in Germany. until 1943, in hoapi- 
tal beds. Then in October of that 
year he was sent home to Eng- 
land with the first batch of repat- 
riated prisoners. 

While he was in.Cermm h&ds 
Pooley did not dare mentmn the 
massacre at Paradis even to his 
closest friends for fear that he  
would he 'liquidated:' And when 
he did get back to England and 
told his story to the militarp 
authorities they refused to be- 
lievo it, the more so a6 he stead- 
faslly. refused to give the name 
of O'Callaghan as a corroborative 
witness in case word clot back tu 
Germany and OCallaqhan was 
put DUI of the way. 

':When my own countrymen 
wnuldn't believe me it beqan tn 

cushioned first-class carriage 
from the Hook of Holland, 
with German attendants to 
wait on them. Their fares and 
meals were paid for by the  
War Office. 

The first time they were private. 
soldiers who had been captured 
in the German break-through to 
Dunkirk and left for dead in a 
mass qrave where more than 90 
of their comrades had been mass- 

Wliliclm O'Callaghan 
Below : Albert Pooly 

acred. 
Now they were civilians who 

had come back from the mave to . . ~  ~~~ 

accuse the SS company com- 
mander who had ordered the 
slaughter of unarmed British ,, 

prisoners. 
Albert Leonard Pooley, now 

a Post Office worker at  Hayes. ... I.^ 3: i.. n_ ..... 1~~~~ -..U u v r a  c r r r r r y  avenue. 
Southall. and his friend William 
O'Callaqhan. an electro nickel- I olater from London Road noT0,. 
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