










































"First lif t  up  the man 
LEARNING FROM 

HE door opened and the 
soldters filed out, some T of them looking a Ultle 

pale and feellng In strong 
need of a refreshing cup of tea. 

They had just had a new 
experience they had attended 

4 iq h l h  a iw h l  their first post-mortem exam- 
ination For some of them 

Being U n w d q  ordedy in tha 
Ropl Army lllbdirol cow in- 

from the ribs to let the 
water out." ArtlRciol 
respiration for a 
nearly-drowned man  

nd.ar-h-&pi& 
end C+ dt.P. b &a tmtn- 

'OLD JOE' 
(and 'Little Joe') 
2nd Battalion, The King'i Regi- 
ment. They both worked as medi- 
cal orderlies, became keen on 
their jobs and transferred tn the 
Royal Army Medical Corps. In 
civilian life they had jobs 
with little or no future in them: 
MacQueen used to work on 
paddle-boats on Loch Lomond 
and Turner in a bonded ware- 
house at Liverpool. 

Their chance to make a new 
career for themselves came when 
Rhine Army started intensive 
courses for both Regular and Na- 
tional Service nursing orderlies 
who could not get adequate in- 
struction with their units. Here. 
for nothing, was training and 
experience which would cost much 
time and money in civilian life. 

About 50 nursing orderlies from 
the six military hospitals and 
the medical reception stations 
throughout Rhine Army go to 
Hamburg for the courses every 
nine weeks or so. National Ser- 
vicemen and short-service men 

Many periods are 
devoted to prac- 
tical demonstrat- 
ions and t e a m  
of two or three 
students hold tests 
among themselves. 
Each week Junior- 
Commander Innes 
holds a "Twenty 
Questions" quiz 
and whenever 
possible groups of 
students go into 
the hospital wards 
and help with ward 
duties. 

Examinations are 
held three or four 
times a week. to 
help the tutorskeep 
a check on individ- 
ual progress; wb- -  
necessary per$ 
al instruction 
given. Many SIU- 
dents voluntarily 
spend their even- 

it was the first time thev  had 
seen a corpse. They were  
impressed, and they felt a 
little queasy in the stomach: 
one or  two of them admitted 
it cheerfully. 

It was an experience none of 
them would have missed. In half 
an hour. they said. they had 
learned more than they could in 
several hours' reading. And they 
were used to reading about the 
human body, for they were stu- 
dents on the nursing orderlies' 
course at the British Military 
Hospital. Hamburg. 

The post-mortem examination 
was a highlight in a course which 
not only would affect their Army 
careers but, in some cases. would 
give them new prospects in 
civilian life. Among the latter 
were Privates William MacQueen 
and Stanley Turner. 

At the end of their course. 
which lasts nine weeks. Private. 
MacQueen will go back to the 
military hospital at Iserlohn and 
settle down to study for the next 
step which will bring him nearer 
his goal-to become a male nurse 
in a London hospital when he 
leaves the Army in 1951. Private 
Turner will be sent op a six- 
months course to study radio- 
graphy at Queen Alexandra'sMili- 
tary Hospital in London. W h e n  
he leaves the Army in  1952 he 
hopes to be a qualified radio- 
grapber and emigrate to Canada 
where there is a great demand 
for men in that profession. 

They. both joined the Army in 
1946 - MacQueen in the Royal 
Scots Fusiliers and Turner in the 

who have recently transferred to ingsstudying charts 
the IRoyal Army Medical corps and models and 
take one course. Regulars who practising the sub- 
have reached a higher standard jects they have 
take another; and orderlies an read UP in theory. 
the staff of the Hamburg hospital For Some of 
do theii own part-time studying. the Regulars, the 
As soon as they arrive, students Course is a tefresher after duties 

come under the supervision of in higher ranks away from the 
Junior-Commander V. N. lnnes wards. For others it is a step to 
OBE, of the Queen Alexandra's even more responsible jobs. Sev- 
Royal A m y  Nursing corps and eral intend to take the State 
her team of instructors, Subaltern Registered Nurse examination in 
M. E. Warrillow. Staff-serjeant H. the Army So that they can he- 
C. Davidson and serjeant K. J. Come male nurses in civilian life. 
Gow. First of all the National ser. I t  R. is Patterson the ambition from of 23 Corporal Para Field M. 

viceman learns how the human Ambulance to be a nurse on a 
body is made up. and gets to passenger liner. 
know the names 01 the hones Some of them will take a lot 
with the aid of a skdetnn rf- 

Old Joe dangles quietly from his gallows as Junior- 
Commander V. lnnes explains how his joints work. 

of experience into civilian life 
to back up their qualifications. 
There is. for instance. Corporal 
Harry Saye. from Chelmsford. wbo 
is stationed at Wuppertal and 
wants to take his State Registered 
Nurse examination before he 
leaves the Army in 1952. He join- 
ed the Royal Army Medical Corps 
in 1931 for three years, rejoined 
in 1939, escaped from Dunkirk 
but was captured in Singapore. He 
spent three years behind barbed 

wire in Korea as a medical order- 
ly without medicines or equip- 
ment: "Not even aspirin for a 
head-ache," he says. "If you 
caught malaria you just had to 
get over it without any help at 
all. There was no quinine and the 
Jap doctors were useless." 

Since then he has seen service 
in the Army's up-to-date hospitals 
and shauld ,be ready for any 
situation he may have to face in 
civilian nursing. E. J. GROVE 

~ _. 
fectionately called "Old Joe," 
since a skeleton without a nick- 
name in any medical institution 
is unthinkable. He then hears 
how the muscular system works. 
the secrets of the heart. respirat- 
ion and the other functions of 
the body. For these lessons Jun- 
ior-Commander lnnes and her 
assistants use "Little Joe." - a 
scale model of a human being's 
"insides," which can he taken 
apart and put together again in 
half a minute. From there thestu- 
dents progress to food and its 
functions, diets. teeth, eyes. ears 
and nose. digestion and so to the 
nervous system, glands and the 
use of antiseptics. It is then but 
a short step to the treatment of 
wounds. bandaging. fractures, d i r  
locations, sprains. burns and shock, 
fits. drowning and poisoning. 

While he is absorbing this 
knowledge the student is ~ 1 - n  
taught ward managemmt 
medical and surgical nursing 
well as hygiene. He learns how 
to make a bed for a badly in- 
iured man who cannot move, how 
to lift a patient, to administer 
medicines and drugs and to apply 
lotions and poultices. -..~I 

Left: A demonstration section from 23 Para 
Field Ambulaxe show National Servicemen 
how to deal with bad head and leg 
fractures. Below: Class looks o n  while a 
student ties a bandage fo ra  shoulder wound. 

"This is how your inside looks." Subaltern M. Warrillow introduces Little Joe. 

Making the bed with the patient in it: Staff-Serjeant H. Davidson 
givesatiportwoto PrivateMacQueen(right)and PrivateTurner. 

Student turns lecturer. Private Stanley Turner, stu,dying to be a 
radiographer, explains an X-ray photo of o broken bone. 
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