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History was made in Cyprus when men in 
maroon berets dropped in - complete with guns 
and jeeps. They had flown from the Canal Zone --- - - START FOR THE 1 'e 
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PARACHUTE REGIMENT HIS was the s igh t  that C y p r u s  had feared in World War 
Two - armed paratroops spi l l ing from the skies. It h a d  

S o m e h o w  or &her ,  H i t l e r  never g o t  r o u n d  to C y p r u s .  
Now, on t o  the tawny plains ,  fell  p d r a c h u t r s  by t h e  sco re .  

c a r r y i n g  m e n ,  howi t ze r s  a n d  j eeps .  Eve rywhere .  l i k e  t istfuls 
of confe t t i ,  l a y  canopies of w h i t e ,  red.  b lue  a n d  g r e e n ,  t h e  
co lou r s  d e a o t i n g  the t y p e  of e q u i p m e n t  droDDed. 

T a l r e a d y  happened in Crete. 
HE P a r a c h u t e  Regiment enters a new phase in i t s  young 

Thistory.  II can now enlist recruits direct into its ranks. 
No l o n g e r  is it necessary for them first 10 j o in  an Infantry 
r e g i m e n t  a n d  then transfer "on loan" to Airborne. 

lJnti1 now t h i s  h a s  been  t h e  cus tom,  f o r  t h e  P a r a d l u t e  RP- 
ginlent  has h e e n  wi thou t  its o w n  r a n k  s t ruc tu re .  Every 
w a r r a n t  and non-commissioned o f f i c e r  r ema ined  on t h e  
Dromotion roll  of h i s  n a r m t  iinit Many of these sun-burned lads, 

swinging clown with their kit- 
bdgs danqling I ~ l o i v  them, were 
no strangers 10 thc island. They 
held alrcddy "fought" over its 
parched slopcs ancl gullies before 
leaving in d !luny for Egypt a t  
the end of I % f .  Now, from Egypt, 
they retomed. 

It wds A joini Army-lloyal Air 
Force cxwcist. The inueding 
forces were 16th Independent 
Parachute Brigade Group, hased 
in the Canal Zone, and 40 I loya l  
Marine Commando from Malta. 

Jet Vampires of the Royal New 
Zcalallrl Air Force opciwd with 
Y low-level attack at  Astromeritis. 
a villogr i n  the north-west plains 
Of  Cyprus. 01 t h r  Pararhule Fieid Regiment. 

Then, the same night. camp the jcrps  and jeep trailers, and con- 
l i f t  of thc first  airhornc. Iorce tainers of s t o ~ e s  and animunition, 
from the Candl Zon?. "receded marlr, thrill inn r>;,.t,,?,> 

r -  ~. . .  
At two 0. m. partics o t  Roya, 

Marine Cumnidndus crept silently 
u p  the i,edches of Morphoil hdy 
uI1 thc west Cudst of the island, ' 
with rin vnmmy coastal haitrry ds 
their first ohjec t ivc,. 

Hundreds of Sprvice and civii- 
idn sptxtators wdlrhed the recoi,d 
ciirbarnr. force land  by patdrhutc. 
in dayliqht only a few miles f rom 
thr capital ot Nicusid. 

From spr?cidi sldnds on hillsidw 
Ihey saw 51)cxtd~le ~ n c v t ' r  bP- 
Iorv witnessud o n  Vcnua's island. 
Sumctinirs thcic. wore mwe than 
1110 pdrdchutists v ~ s i h l c  in the air 
tugethcr. The descent of the 
"hcavins" from Hastinqs drcraf t .  
including 75 m m  pack howitzers 

,~...~~.. 
Under the new the status of Ihc. 

icheme recruits Parach!t:e Regi. 
report direct to men1 in the peace- 
the Airborne Foi- lime Army. Al- 
ces Depot at Al- ready the three 
iershot and from Re.guiar battalions 
the first day  mdy have received 

their Colours. wear the famous 
I t  i s  doubtful red beret. After 

whether Mr.Chur- :heir basic lrain- 
chili, when writ- ng they go to 
in$) one of his ibingdon to learn 
famous 'prayers" parachuting. 

Those who fdi l  at the timc of 
heir tests may Dunkirk, realised 
transfer to an lnlalltry regi- he was founding a new 
lient or take their discharge. for the ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ , ~  A ~ , ~ ~ ,  

Serving Regulars linciuding I t  was ",, 22 Jun r  1940 
liecognised as the Regiment's nen on short-service engage- 

'Ients) who arc attached '' birthday) that he called for  the 
iave served with, the Pardchute fOI,nation Of a corps of at ,east 
Wtiment. may ask to transfer soo,, troops, 
.o that regiment. Regulars with 
,o previous parachute The first parachutists, apart 
nay They he from the instructors (many of 
iccepted i f  they meet the Were f rom the Army 
-equired standards. Physical Training Corps), were 

In the past, attachment to volunteers from No. 2 Corn- 
h e  Parachute Regiment was for mando. Within three weeks of 
hree years, with the opportun- Mr. Churchill's ''Prayer" they 
ty of continuing on a were at  Ringway Airport. Man- 

This arrangement chester. the  war-time parachute 
: an t ime  to operate, parallel to school. BY September that year 
he scheme; R ~ ~ I ~ ~  sol. 21 officers and 321 men had 
iier may still undertake a been accepted for training. 
)arachute tour and return to No. 2 Commando became in 
l i s  own regiment. turn I1 Special Air Service 

The original conception was Battalion and later the l r l  
hat soldiers would be returned Battalion The Parachute Regi- 
0 their parent arm when they ment. The 2nd and 3rd Batta- 
lecame too aid for parachuting. lions were farmed soon after- 
iow it is found that there are wards and in September 1941 
0 manv behind-the-scenes Air- all three linked UD as thc 

Dang!ing below lhese parachutists can be seen their kitbags. 
These a r e  strapped to the men before jumping. loosened in 
mid-air, then lowered so that they strike the ground Rrst. 

FOR CYPRUS 
Air invaders ready for the Rnal attack on Cyprus's wooded 
slopes. Right: a machine-gunner takes up  his position. 

~~ ........ _, ~~~ 

by 40 Pathlinder parakiutirts  of No time wds lost by this second 
the Guards Indepvndent Para- f o r ( , ,  and within niiniltcs of 
chute Companv. 
These Guard&& 
dropped Valettas from to set two out A T H R 1 
guiding "T' lights 
on the ground for 
the main body. 

Presently the first six of reaching assembly points on the 
23 more Valettas roared overhead ground the Infantrymen were on 
and observers on the ground saw their way to fight the battie of  
long lines of descending para- Phylia Pass. 
chutes dimly silhouetted against The first airborne force and 
the moon. Two further formations the Royal Marine Commandos 
of six aircraft and one of  five joined them at Phylia far a com- 
brought lhe total of men to 500. bined assault on enemy-occupied 

They were followed by 15 four- positions high in lhe northrrn 
engined Hastings of Royal Air !mountains. 
Forcc Transport Command which All ground troops were supplied 
dropped heavyequipment and 100 wilh Iuod. wdlrt and fuel by 73 
more men. Air Despatch i c m p d n y ,  Royal 

Once on the ground Ihe force Army Seivice Corps, Operating 
assembled to launch d n  attack on tiom Valetta airmalt of the 
Aslruntcritis dirfield. defended Middle East Air Forcf trdnsport 
h v  49 Field llagirncnt, Royal force. - From ( I  reparl by C o p p i n  
Artillrry and 50 Field Squadron, M'. Hulmes, Mil j lary  Obscrvci in 
Royal F!qinwrs,  

The jeep came by air. Crash pansunder the  wheels are being removed. 
E g y p t .  

lame jabs that men who  no 
onger jump can be absorbed in 
'round roles. In fact. however, 
nos1 men parachute until the 
,nd of their service. Many 
Nfficers have received their 
kreliminary training on the 
vrong side of 40. 

The introduction of the rank 
tmrlure  S W Y ~ . S  1 0  c ~ m ~ d ~ d , , t c  
I. Î_ ,. ,- . . . 

~ ~~ 

Is1 Pararhote Brqade. com- 
manded by Brigadier Richard 
Gale (now commanding Northern 
Army Gioup) The foliowing 
month Major-General F. A. M 
Browning formed First Airborne 
Division. By the end of the war 
17 battalions had been formed, 
three of  them i n  India and two 
i n  i7q)pt. 
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Carrying their Colours in the Coronation 
Procession: men of the  Parachute Regiment. 
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The press and the public have their own ideas 
on how Army ceremonial should be conducted 

HIS summer of military ceremonial has touched off 
some public controversies. T W h o  set the best standards of marching in the Coro- 

nation.procession? Was the Army's No. 1 Dress a success? 
Do serjeant-majors ~ i n c e r m o n i a l w i t h t h e i r  "raucous" voices? 

In cinemas, during the screen- Each regiment, said General 
ing of Coronation f i lm,  it was Franklyn, should have been re. 
noticeable that the Royal Navy, presented hy a block of sufficient 
Royal Marines and the women's size to establish its identity. 
savices came in for special Even the Trooping the Colour 
applause. The Guards, too; hut the ceremony - an event usually 
public as a whole tends to take deemed incapable of further im-, 
the Guards' precision for granted. provement - fmund a critic this 

Newspapers also went out of year. "Ex-Cavalryman" wrote to 
their way to praise the Royal the Daily Telegraph to say that, 
Navy and the women's services. thrilled as he was by it all. he 
But the reader who wrote to the felt "the beauty of the ceremonial 
Evening Standard to say that the was somewhat marred by the ne, 
sprightly marching of the women cessarily rather raucous words 
showed up some of "the Guards of command. One wondered 
officers, dear old souls, who look- whether bugle calls could not he 
ed as though they should have substituted with advantage. Some 
dropped out miles back;' was musical calls would in any case 

be an agreeable addition to the surely The diarist overdoing "Strix" it. in The Spec- ceremonial. One remembers how 

talor thought the No. 1 Dress in the old days we used always 
did not come well out of its first to drill by trumpet call (the bugle, 
large-scale appearance in public: actually, in the field) and how 

"It imposes on all its wearers easily learned were the various 
a formitv disguise of Dene- uni- 

near-experts,and 

they are near 
enough to make 

ges. lanyards 
and other small 
distinctive in- 
signia. This 
would not mat- 
ter so much if 

like the colour scarlet, had, "...the beauty of the ceremonial was somewhat 
ponache in its marred by the.. . raucous words of command.. ." 
although own right; station-masters, hut, postmen calls for even quite coniplicated 
and naval officers look very well movements. 
in dark blue, I do not think it A similar complaint was voiced 
suits the private soldier. In the in a newspaper at the time of 
Procession it was noticeable how Queen Mary's funeral, when a 
readily the eye was diverted from reader said that the harsh cries 
the subfusc phalanxes by kilts or of NCO's ruined the atmosphere. 
trews or the dark green of the This time, "Ex-Cavalryman" w(u 
riflemen and light infantxy; and promptly answered. A reader 
even the Royal Armoured Corps, pointed out: 
though basically dark blue. had "Every Serviceman knows that 
managed to preserve some Colour a command is divided into two 
and (more important) individual- Darts. cautionary and executive. 
ity from their vanished splen- Tlie cautionary part is given as a 
dours. I suppose it is now too late warning to he ready to act, and 
to hope for a major reform." the executive part, usually one 

(Panache meom dash; subluac, word, is given snirppily so that 
dull or d h . )  troops may act instantaneously 

In the Daily Telegraph General and in unison.. . The executive 
Sir Harold Frmklyn (Commander- command from 6 bugle would 

. in-Chief Home Forces 1943-45) surely lack the incisiveness of a 
protested that the Infantry had human voice.'' 
not been accorded the honour due Another correspondent said 
to them. that if orders were given by 
"A solid black of Regular re- bugle, companies would be unable 

giments. and another of Territori- to distinguish their individual or- 
al regiments, makes it almost im- ders. Sarcastically, a reader sug- 
possible for spectators to pick gested that the Guards: boots 
out those units with which they should be rubber-studded and 
have county or other connections. their brass band replaced by a 
It is to he deplored that regiments string quartet. in order to elimi- 
such as the Gloucesters, Middle- nate "unseemly noises." But "Ex- 
sex, Duke of Wellington's and Cavalryman" had one defender, 
Royal Northumberland Fusiliers. . who went on to urge that the Ce- 
should he deprived of that indi- notaph ceremonies "should be 
vidual recognition which they freed from strident voices trying 
have so gloriously earned." 
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A spot thousands of Servicemen know all too well: 
the Suez Bridge spanning the Sweet Water Canal 
near Ismoilia. In the sandbagged post Private 
B. C. LaTfar. 3rd Battalion The Parachute Regi- 
ment keeps on eye on the highly-assorted traffic 
along W e n  Gun Alley." Below: This i s  one com- 
mand where a girl MUST walk out with a soldier. 
The signs appear at the main entrance to Moascor 
Garrison. Picfuras: Lame-Corporal M. Keen, R o p l  E n p n m a  
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Near desolate El Ballah the Guards man a road check. In this torrid 
desert. defence pits must have shades overhead. Below: Behind the 
defences, life goes on. These tribal dancers of the East African Royal 
Pioneer Corps are in demand at outdoor fetes and garden parties. 
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