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Pioneering Aireshelta inflatable buildings have proved themselves in action again and again
with all Britain’s armed forces and civilian emergency services.

The photographs on this page tell their own story with the Airesheltas now deployed all over the world with units as
diverse as the Royal Military Police, the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, the Army Air Corps and both the
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Thrust supersonic car team a vital
edge when it smashed both the world
land speed record and sound barrier.

Airesheltas come in any size and
colour, including camouflage,
and are ideal as:

«instantly-inflated command
and control centres

+highly portable temporary
workshops that can withstand
the world’s harshest weather

With the Army Air Corps in Norway.

scasualty-clearing stations and
temporary field hospirtals

*briefing cases, field classrooms and
eye-catching exhibition displays at
public shows

they take a couple of soldiers just
minutes to inflate and deflate

*we also provide super-bright
low-energy lights, Honda
generators and instant Hotcan food

The Military Police use Aireshelfas as mobile‘checkpo'in!s in Bosﬁia.

Airesheltas turn the great outdoors ... indoors
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NOT MANY journalists
will admit it, but we are
upset not so much by
occasional publication of
minor mistakes, but by
readers bringing them to
the notice of the world.
This is why we some-
times use little fact-
fudgers: words like
probably or allegedly.
Question marks are also
useful, as in our feature
about the Falkland
Islands Defence Force
(Page 18): The smallest
army in the world?
Thanks to this we can
say when challenged that
we were only suggesting
S . the FIDF might be the

for the Pioneers 32_33 COVER STO RY smallest army.
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Special report

Our men in Was

On the other side of the Atlantic, military staff working in the British
Embassy, Washington have to be diplomats as well as soldiers

Reports: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Terry Champion

THE SMALL green outline of the British
Isles next to a map of America was a star-
tling reminder of the difference in size
between the two countries.

The image was behind the desk of the
Military Attaché to Washington, Brig Dick
Baly. The United States of America is 40
times larger than its former colonial
master, and the whole of the
UK could fit comfortably into
the state of Texas with room to
spare. But in the 220 years since
America declared itself inde-
pendent of its Briush cousin,
the relationship between the
two countries has gone from
strength to strength. This is par-
ticularly true from a military :
point of view.

“They regard us as extremely
good allies,” said Brig Baly at what is
probably  Britain’s most important
embassy in the world. “They admire the
British Army’s ability to perform well and
when there is an international crisis it is
always the British and Americans who go
in together. We have a very close relation-
ship, and it is our job to make sure the
Atlantic bridge is a firm one.”

The Military Attaché (MA) and his
staff provide the headquarters for the
British Army in America, giving support
and back-up for exchange and liaison offi-
cers spread out across the country work-
ing mainly in US Army bases. On behalf
of the Chief of the General Staff they pro-
vide a continuous two-way flow of infor-
mation between the two nations’ armies.

DIPLOMATS

Brig Baly, who works closely with the
Pentagon, is responsible for giving mili-
tary advice to the Ambassador, keeping
him up-to-date on what the British Army
is doing and what relevance it has on
Anglo-American relations. These are mil-
itary people carrying out military jobs,
but they must remember to be diplomats
as well.

“We may be America’s number one ally,
but we can’t afford to take that for grant-
ed,” he explained. “We have to work at it.
That is why we have high-quality people
here. The Washington staff and liaison

Soldier-diplomat:
Col Martin Vine

and exchange officers are hand-picked for
their abilities, and are not people who are
going to upset the relationship.

“You have to be diplomatic — part of the
job is within the diplomatic community.
We are not just dealing with Americans
but have to interface with the other
nations as well.”

The importance of that relationship is
paramount to the work carried out by the
seven soldiers working on the British
Army Staff at the Embassy.
Above the Army staff sits the
tri-service Defence Attaché,
Maj Gen Charles Vyvyan, head
of the British Defence Staff.
This, including the procure-
ment, supply, intelligence, sci-
ence and equipment depart-
ments, the 18 British liaison
officers and 40 exchange offi-
cers posted all around America,
as well as Royal Navy and Royal
Air Force staff, amounts to nearly 600
people.

These are the people “tucking in tight”
alongside the American military, as Col
Martin Vine, the Assistant Military
Attaché (AMA), puts it. With strong his-
torical, cultural, economic and political
links, it naturally follows that the two
countries have a good defence relation-

ship as well. “We are America’s key coali-
tion partner,” Col Vine said. “NATO is
the mainstay of our national defence
policy, and Article 5 cements the two
countries to one another. We want to be
fully interoperable when we go to war —in
the same way we were during Desert
Storm.”

“Interoperability” is the current buzz-
word in the military corridors of the
Embassy. It means that the British Army
must be able to keep up with the American
Army in technology and doctrine, so that,
in the event of a war, they can slot in seam-
lessly next to each other on the battlefield.

MISSION

This is echoed in the British Defence
Staff’s mission statement, which is: “To
further UK interests in the US and there-
by contribute to the delivery of a more
effective operational capability.”

By the very nature of their jobs, Col
Vine says, there are “more chiefs than
Indians”. Not that there is much of the
Wild West in the leafy neighbourhood
where the embassy is situated. Most of the
150 foreign embassies in Washington are
on Massachusetts Avenue, known as
“Embassy Row”, and the British
Embassy occupies one of the prime sites.

The modern office building is next to a

POSTAL staff at the British
Embassy in Washington deal
with up to 300 kilos of mail a day.

Each morning about 27 bags of
letters and parcels go through
the post room, which is run by
WO2 Rick Freeman, RLC, centre.
These include politically sensi-
tive dispatches arriving in the
diplomatic bag delivered twice a
week by a courier from London.
All mail for the 18 British liaison
officers and 40 exchange officers
based around America goes
through the embassy. Also work-
ing in the post room are two
other RLC soldiers, Sgt Mandy
Bartle, left, and Cpl Brian Jones,
right.

Now there are no longer British
troops in Hong Kong, Washing-
ton has the lowest British Forces
Post Office number — BFPO 2.
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beautiful old mansion house
which is the Ambassador’s resi-
dence. A statue of Winston
Churchill stands outside with
one foot on British soil and the
other on American, symbolising
his American and British lineage.

The MA and AMA are assist-
ed by two majors, a captain and
two senior NCOs. Maj Darren
Bowyer, RE is the Chief of Staff.
He keeps a watching brief on
military and political develop-
ments which could be signifi-
cant. Information is a two-way
flow to and from the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and the
MoD in London, and is fed up
through the chain to the Defence
Attaché.

Maj Kevin Stafford, AGC
(SPS), is in charge of personnel, and as
well as dealing with conditions of service,
budgets and the Investors in People pro-
gramme, is particularly involved in the
welfare of the British liaison and
exchange officers working in America.
The liaison officers are colonels, lieu-
tenant colonels and majors, reporting to
the MA and tasked by the British Army.
The exchange officers, who range from
lieutenant colonels to WO2s, are com-
pletely embedded in the American Army
and to all intents and purposes belong to
it for the duration of their postings. There
are reciprocal exchanges to the UK.
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“We are very lucky with the type of
person who comes here,” Maj Stafford
said. “They are very self-sufficient and
come out well-prepared, but it is impor-
tant that they are not disadvantaged by
being here.

“A single British family in Fort Irwin,
California, with the husband away at least
20 days a month, has to know there is a
support structure to fall back on. It would
be very rare however for the Americans
not to look after them, but we do tell the
wives that we are only a telephone call or
an e-mail away, even though it’s thou-
sands of miles and several time zones.”

Flying the flag: Brig Dick Baly with the out-
line of the UK next to a map of the USA

On the spot: Left, Maj Daren Bowyer, Capt
Jonathan Biggart and Maj Kevin Stafford

The MA and the AMA visit each sta-
tion at least once a year and they are con-
tacted weekly, usually by e-mail. A British
Army staff conference is held at the
Embassy once a year when they are all
bought together and briefed.

More than 3,000 British soldiers a year
train in America. These activities range
from major exercises such as Trumpet
Dance to adventurous training like the
recent ill-fated Mt McKinley expedition.

Capt Jonathan Biggart, Scots DG, the
SO3 at the Embassy, acts as the co-ordi-
nator for all training in the US. Once
British soldiers arrive in America they
automatically become the MA’s legal
responsibility. There are approximately
20 military exercises a year and 50 adven-
ture training exercises.

“I use local knowledge to check
whether adventure training is feasible,
and that people are suitably qualified,”
explained Capt Biggart. “I provide politi-
cal clearance on behalf of the Foreign
Office and act as a point of contact.”

The embassy itself has between two
and three thousand military and govern-
ment visits a year, and the chief clerk,
8Sgt Cammy Cameron, AGC (SPS),

® Turn to Page 7
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Special report

Corridors
of power

BECAUSE of the transparency and
trust between the US and UK, two
British officers are working in the
Pentagon — the only two non-Amer-
ican Army Liaison Officers among
23,000 employees.

Lt Col Mike Parish, Kings, is the
British Liaison Officer (BLO) Force
Development, working with the US
Army on Force XXI, the concept of
what the Army will be like by the
year 2010, and beyond to 2025 with
Army After Next (AAN).

Linchpin of this is digitisation —
using the most up-to-date technolo-
gy — which is forcing dramatic
changes in the processes, structures,
training and doctrine of the US
Army.

The British Army feels this work
is so important that Lt Col Parish
will shortly be setting up a new
department at the MoD to continue
the work he started at the Pentagon.

Lt Col Graeme Hazlewood, RLC

= 14

PENTAGON
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
RECEPTION

“This global position
indicator is mandatory
for visitors, Colonel . ..
too many of you lose

your way inside”

is the BLO for personnel and logis-
tic matters, and part of his job is to
observe how the US Army deals
with such martters as sexual harass-
ment, equality and racism and re-
ports back to the Adjutant General.

“The Americans are extremely
positive and very helpful to work
with,” he said. “There is a good
groundswell of pro-British feeling,
but the first thing to understand is
that although we are lucky enough
to speak the same language, this is a
totally different culture.”

EXCHANGE

Working in the Office of the
Director Information Systems for
Command Control Communica-
tions in the Pentagon is Maj
Graham Le Fevre, Int Corps. As a
British exchange officer he works in
a job usually carried out by an
American officer, and a reciprocal
exchange takes place in Britain.

“The British Army is about three
years behind the US in the technol-
ogy stakes,” he said. “The Ameri-
cans really had to advance because
their Army is so big.”

The three men are working in a
building which is almost a city in
itself. Its construction was complet-
ed in 1943 and it is one of the
world’s largest office buildings.

The Pentagon, headquarters of
the Department of Defense, has its
own subway station, 200 acres of
lawn, 16 car parks, 691 water foun-
tains, one dining room, two cafete-
rias, seven snack bars, 131 stair-
ways, 19 lifts and 3,705,793 square
feet of office space. Despite the 17'/2
miles of corridor it has been
designed so that it will take only
seven minutes to walk between any
two points in the building.

Our men in Washington

® From Page 5

spends much of his time helping to
organise them, as well as making
sure the administration of the
British Army Staff runs smoothly.

These soldier-diplomats are play-
ing a vital role in the special relation-
ship between the UK and the

SOLDIER September 1998

world’s only giant super-power. And
although the small green map of the
UK is dwarfed by the one of Ameri-
ca, that relationship is important to
both countries.

As Col Vine said: “Since the revo-
lution, although we have had our
ups and downs, the British have
arguably been America’s closest
allies.”

On the steps of the Pentagon: From bottom, liaison
officer Lt Col Graeme Hazlewood, Lt Col Mike Parish,
Maj Nick Holland, and Maj Graham Le Fevre

Sapper builds
Pentagon clinic

A Royal Engineer has been helping to build a medical
clinic deep under the Pentagon.

Thanks to Maj Nick Holland, when future American
defence chiefs, or maybe even the President himself,
trap fingers in a desk drawer or trip downstairs, all the
vital services such as air-conditioning, water, drainage
and heating, will be working in the clinic where they are
treated.

Maj Holland, a student at the Royal School of Military
Engineering, has been taking part in professional engi-
neer training to gain his master’s degree and become
professionally qualified as a chartered engineer. He is
the fifth British soldier to have been involved with reno-
vation on the Pentagon.

The clinic is situated in what used to be an under-
ground car park and will provide medical and dental
facilities for the 23,000 employees working in the Penta-
gon. Up to 200 rooms will occupy 60,000 sq ft, and
include a full tele-medicine emergency suite, X-ray
rooms, immunisation departments, GP clinics, a lead-
lined room for dental radiology and a pharmacy.

Maj Holland has been responsible for installing all the
services such as air-conditioning, heating, compressed
air, domestic water, electricity and telephone lines.



Picture: Sgt Paul Taylor
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The Prince of Wales talks to men of the 1st Battalion, The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment at their

barracks in Omagh, which he visited during a tour of the town devastated by a terrorist bomb.
From left are Capt Eric Lowton, Capt Steve Darlington and WO2 John Harker, who were among
those who volunteered to help with difficult and sensitive tasks in the aftermath of the explosion

Omagh bomb:
QLR soldiers
help in tragic
aftermath

SOLDIERS from the 1st Battalion, The Queen’s
Lancashire Regiment, based at Lisanelly Bar-
racks, backed up by members of the 4th Battal-
ion, The Royal Irish Regiment, played a vital role
in supporting the police, hospital authorities and
other emergency services in the bloody after-
math of the August 15 bombing in Omagh,
Northern Ireland.

Twenty-eight people were killed and 220
injured when the 300lb bomb was detonated. It
the worst such incident in the history of the
Troubles.

There were no military patrols on the streets of
Omagh when the bomb detonated, but the sol-
diers mobilised within minutes. The medical
unit went to the scene immediately and became
fully involved in giving first aid and helping
ambulance crews. Soldiers provided vital securi-
ty to the police and worked with RAF Puma heli-
copter crews to ferry the wounded to hospitals.

The battalion established a temporary mortu-
ary within its base, and gave as much support as
possible to the families of the victims who visited
the facility. As the full scale of the tragedy
became apparent and pleas for qualified medical
assistance were broadcast by the local radio sta-
tion, a number of officers’ wives who are doctors
went to the nearby hospital to help.

Lt Col David James, CO 1 QLR, shared the
shock of many, when he said: “This was a tragic
event in a small market town where the battalion
has been made to feel welcome over the last year.
Our thoughts are with those who suffered as a
result of this terrible act.” He said it was “mirac-
ulous” no one from the battalion was caught in
the blast.

He briefed the Prince of Wales, who visited the
striken town four days later, on the operation.

Naafi strikes
Germany deal

NAAFI has won a £500 million con-
tract to provide catering and services
support for 25,000 Army personnel
and dependants in Germany.

The organisation, which has been
providing food, drink and leisure
facilities for Britain’s Armed Forces
since 1921, won the seven-year con-
tract jointly with Eurest Support Ser-
vices in competition with 34 other
companies. About 100 new jobs will
be created.

The deal will go a long way towards
ensuring Naafi's long-term future
after serious financial problems. It
came less than 18 months after the
company lost a similar contract to
supply food to the Armed Forces in
Britain.

“l am confident that our alliance
with Eurest Support Services, as part
of our new approach of using leaders
in particular business areas, coupled
with our understanding of the Armed
Forces, will ensure we continue to
provide a world class value-for-
money service,” said Geoffrey Dart,
Naafi chief executive.

The contract will be run by Naafi
Support Services, a division of Naafi.
It will supply catering, cleaning and,
where relevant, front-of-house ser-
vices to 114 messes and 38 Service
schools in 150 locations across Ger-
many.
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in fires
Commander's
residence
destroyed as
bush blaze hits
Episkopi Garrison

A RAGING inferno has swept
through part of Episkopi Garrison,
destroying 13 officers’ quarters and
the official residence of the Com-
mander of British Forces Cyprus,
Maj Gen Angus Ramsay.

It started as a small bush fire in
the early afternoon of August 10
but, fanned by a strong wind, quick-
ly spread and headed straight for the
British military housing areas in
North and South Paramali.

More than 700 people, including
many children home for the summer
holidays, were evacuated from 386
quarters.

“It was sweeping through the
estate so fast people were leaping
into their cars and driving away
from the flames, sometimes through
them,” said Capt Jon Brown, of the
British Forces Public Information
Office. “The people whose houses
were gutted have lost all their
belongings, absolutely everything.”

A small bungalow belonging to a
member of staff of the commander
was also burned down. Many other
houses were damaged by the heat
and it was to be at least three days
before the occupants could return to
live in them.

Air House, Maj Gen Ramsay’s
residence, has been the home of
British commanders in Cyprus
since 1956. Situated on a hill over-
looking the Mediterranean, it con-

tained oil paintings, Persian carpets

IN BRIEF

A detachment of Scots Guards from
London-based F Company provided the
first British guard of honour to greet a vis-
iting head of the Irish Defence Forces
when Lt Gen Gerard McMahon, the Chief
of Staff, visited Gen Sir Roger Wheeler,
Chief of the General Staff, at the MoD.

® About 1,000 troops from Colchester-

based 24 Airmobile Brigade “invaded”
i

Devon and Cornwall last month during
their ten-day Exercise Gryphon's Eye.
Brigade Commander Brig Mark Elcomb
said the West Country had proved an

excellent location for airmobile training.

@® Vosper Thomycroft, the ship-build- k-

ing group, has begun a five-year, multi-
million pound contract to provide a range
of training, maintenance and administra-

Cyprus 2

miliesi!ose all

7 7
¥

by 2

Soldiers from 1 LI wait to board an Argentinian Huey from the UN Fligt_tt in
Nicosia during damping-down operations after the big fire at Episkopi Garrison

and gifts from royal guests. Maj Gen
Ramsay, who also lost all his belong-
ings in the blaze, told fire-fighters
not to endanger their lives saving the
house.

He described the fire as “devastat-
ing” and said everything would be
done to help those people who had
lost their houses and possessions. He
paid tribute to all the fire-fighters.

The Defence Fire Service was
helped by about 600 soldiers from
the Sovereign Base and others in the
island on a Lion Sun exercise, and

fire engines from the Cypriot Fire
Brigade and United Nations. An 84
Squadron RAF helicopter under-
slung with a large water container
flew over the area continuously. It
took 12 hours to contain the blaze,
and the following day was spent beat-
ing out small outbreaks of fire and
carrying out damping-down opera-
tions.

An urgent request was sent to all
divisions for forest-fire beaters for
Cyprus. The manufacturers could
not provide enough for three weeks.

_\
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tive services at the Army's School of
Electrical and Mechanical Engineering at
Bordon, Hants.

@ Formal certificates of appreciation
have been issued by the Lower Saxony
Government to 7 Armoured Brigade units
involved in the rescue operations follow-
ing the high-speed rail crash at Eschede
near Celle on June 3.

® Nearly 1,200 British Servicemen
and women and cadets took part in the
82nd Nijmegen Marches in Holland. A
team from 3 Armoured Field Ambulance
RAMC provided medical back-up.

® Soldiers from 58 (Eyre’s) Battery, 12
Regiment RA on duty at Drumcree gave
first aid to a young mother found uncon-

scious in her home at Portadown.
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Colin's sword of honour

LCpl Colin Fuller, pictured, proudly shows off the
Cutler's Sword which he won in a new competition
sponsored by the Director of Infantry, Brig the Hon
Seymour Monro, to encourage drummers in Infantry
battalions.

LCpl Fuller, who was
serving with the 1st Bat-
talion, The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment,
at Canterbury, trans-
posed hymn music to
accompany singing at
the battalion’s memorial
service for the Princess
of Wales, and played
individual pieces during
the presentation of new
Colours and on other cer-
emonial occasions.

The competition, a first
for the drums platoons of
English and Welsh line
regiments and the Foot
Guards, is named in
honour of the Worshipful ; 7
Company of Cutlers, who agreed to donate an 1895-
pattern drummer’s sword each year as a prize. It will
identify individuals who have demonstrated flair and
ability, shown the greatest potential musically and mil-
itarily, and reached the highest ranks in drumming.

The buck stops here. . .

Mascot handler Sgt Paul Martin, left, and Capt John
Stott, the adjutant, both attached to 5 RRF, introduce
five-week-old Bobby VIII, the brand new Indian black
buck mascot of the The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.
Bobby is one of the few wild animals kept as a mascot
in the British Army. He will always be accompanied by
two handlers when on parade. Although Indian black
bucks normally live for ten years in the wild, Bobby VII
was 15 when he died.

The antelope was adopted as the regimental mascot
in 1968. It appeared on the cap badge of The Royal
Warwickshire Fusiliers, one of the regiments amalga-
mated that year to form the RRF. Picture: Mike Weston
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Albania

BRITISH parachutists jumped into
southern Albania at the beginning of a
NATO exercise which involved more than
1,700 soldiers from 14 nations.

The Partnership for Peace exercise,
called Co-operative Assembly, was aimed
at improving inter-operability between the
exercising forces as well as promoting
peace and stability in the region and
emphasising NATO’s interest in the area.

Seventy soldiers from B Company, 2nd
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment spear-
headed the British contingent, parachut-
ing on to the Bize training area as part of a
force demonstration.

Company commander Maj James
Bashell said: “Our aim is to improve and
exchange light infantry skills at platoon
level in a variety of typical peacekeeping
settings.

“We’re hoping to foster understanding
on a range of peace support operation
skills, including humanitarian assistance,
medical and infrastructure repair opera-
tions, as well as airlift and air supply.”

It was the third PfP exercise in Albania.

EOD expert dies
on Vimy Ridge

AN ARMY officer with a remarkable
career in Northern Ireland bomb disposal
died while excavating the entrance to a
tunnel system beneath a First World War
battlefield.

Lt Col Michael Watkins of the Royal
Logistic Corps was working with fellow
members of an association dedicated to
surveying tunnels when one side of the
deep pit in which he was working
collapsed. He had just located the opening
to a tunnel.

A colleague, Lt Col (Retd) Philip
Robinson, was buried up to his chest, but
survived.

Lt Col Watkins, head of safety at the
Directorate of Land Service Ammunition
at Didcot, Oxfordshire, was exploring the
site while on leave, but as part of an
approved Army exercise, Deep Charge 5.
The team’s work had the blessing of the
French authorities and the Canadian
Government, which owns Vimy Ridge.

Surveying the battlefield tunnels, some
of which have been undisturbed for 80
years, i1s considered important because
they were often filled with explosives.

As a leading bomb disposal officer with
vears of experience in Northern Ireland,
Lt Col Watkins had rendered many
terrorist bombs safe and saved many lives.
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Togetherness: British and Russian paras patrol together during Exercise Co-Operative
Assembly at Bize in southern Albania. Seventy men of 2 Para jumped on to the training area

Services go it alone
on global sail race

WITH THE start of the Transglobe ocean
sailing race less than three months away,
the Services have split from their civilian
partner, the Royal Ocean Racing Club. It
will now be a purely military event.

The RORC withdrew because insuffi-
cient civilian crews signed up, but military
organisers, based at the Combined Service
Sailing Centre in Gosport, decided to go
ahead. Now Royal Navy, Royal Air Force
and Army boats are being prepared to
compete against each other in some of the
most difficult sailing conditions.

The route remains much as planned,
with crew exchange and re-supply stops at
eight ports on most continents. The start
and finishing lines have been moved from
the Caribbean to the UK. Three yachts
will cross the Solent start line on Novem-
ber 7, returning to Britain shortly before
New Year 1999 and crossing the finishing
line within sight of the Millennium Dome.

Responsibility for organising the year-
long adventure is now that of a small,
exclusively military team, including Army

representative  Capt John Broadley.
Princess Anne, a keen sailor, has agreed to
be the race’s patron. Links have been
established with the Royal British Legion
and the start will tie in with the Legion’s
annual Festival of Remembrance.
Corporate sponsorship remains a chal-
lenge, but the team received a welcome
boost to its confidence when Personal
Accident Insurance contributed £20,000.
Nearly 700 Servicemen and women, half
of them soldiers, applied to crew the boats.

HC wins peace sword

THE Household Cavalry has been award-
ed the 1997 Wilkinson Sword of Peace for
humanitarian work in Bosnia.

Noting that the regiment’s presence in
the region has become “almost a tradi-
ton”, Gen Sir Alex Harley, the Adjutant
General and chairman of the selection
committee, said: “The regiment really has
made a great contribution to maintaining
peace in Bosnia.”

Sex-change RSM awaits medical decision

A REGIMENTAL sergeant major could make
military history by becoming the first transsex-
ual to serve in the Army.

Sgt Maj Joe Rushton, of 6 Battalion REME
based in Tidworth, has begun a course of hor-
mone replacement therapy and is planning a
full sex change to become a woman. He is

waiting for the results of a medical board to see
whether he remains fit enough to do his job.

The Army has no policy of excluding trans-
sexuals from being recruited or serving in the
Armed Forces and considers the matter to be a
personal one between Sgt Maj Rushton and
his employer.

Picture:Capt Jim Gallagher
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Saved...on
17th green

AN off-duty soldier kept a golfer alive for 25 min-
utes with artificial respiration and heart massage
after the man had a massive heart attack.

WO2 Rick Holmes, a dog trainer with the Royal
Army Veterinary Corps, was playing against 60-
year-old Eric Tomkins in a competition at Alder-
shot Army Golf Club.

“There was no warning at all,” said W02
Holmes. “There were four of us playing in pairs,
and we were all-square on the 17th hole, It was
my shot and he offered to hold the flag for me,
looking as fit as a fiddle.

“I was just about to putt for a birdie, which
would have put us in a very strong position for
the match, when he collapsed heavily and
crashed to the ground.”

WO2 Holmes put Mr Tomkins in the recovery
position and observed him while his partner went
for help. Suddenly Mr Tomkins’s pulse and
breathing stopped and WO2 Holmes started
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. He continued until
the ambulance crew arrived 20 minutes later.

“At the end | was exhausted,” he said. “| was
doing the resuscitation on my own. | don’t have
any special medical training, just what the Army
teaches us for the annual first-aid test we all have
to do. It was an automatic reaction, | didn’t think
about it at the time, but I'm very pleased. | just
knew | had to keep going until the ambulancemen
got there.

“When they arrived they immediately got to
work on him. They did a great job and had to use
the defibrillator several times to get the heart
working, but they said | had kept him alive.”

WO2 Holmes was called by Mr Tomkins’s wife
later that evening who said that her husband had
recovered. The doctors told her that he had not
suffered brain damage because resuscitation
was started immediately.

® How Army training saves lives — Page 63
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Soldiers in Kenya
save bomb trio

NOTHING had prepared Capt Rhyl
Jones RE for the sight that greeted
him when he arrived at the US
Embassy in Nairobi shortly after a
massive bomb had blown it to pieces.

“It was just total devastation,” he
told Seldier. “Nothing prepares you
for that sort of thing.”

Yet, amid the carnage which
claimed the lives of 247 and injured
more than 5,000, British soldiers
found three people alive.

Capt Jones said: “One man was
called Moses. He looked in a bad way
when we got him out, but we have
been told that he is going to recover.”

The men who saved his life were
Sgt Gus Thompson RE, Cpl Adam
Davidson REME and LCpl Paul
Jones REME.

Soldiers from the British Army
Training Liaison Team in Kenya,
based at Kahawa Barracks on the

northern outskirts of the city, recov-
ered 25 bodies from the rubble.

“The whole place was in complete
confusion. Thousands of people were
trying to assist. Helicopters from the
media were causing chaos and the
traffic was all choked up. It was
absolutely devastating.”

Capt Jones, BATLSTK garrison
engineer, quickly appraised the situa-
tion. “There was no real organisation.
Not until we arrived,” he said.

Capt Jones put up a cordon and
carried out a risk assessment “to see if
anything else was going to collapse™.

Next he organised teams of his sol-
diers, civilian engineers from the
High Commission and US personnel.
They were equipped with pumps,
hoses, cutting equipment, lifting gear,
blankets and medical equipment.

British soldiers continued working
until US and Israeli troops arrived.

In columns: Officer cadets rehearse for the Sovereign’s Parade at the Royal Acad-

emy, Sandhurst. This view of the parade ground is from above the Grand Entrance
during the General’s Inspection by the Commandant, Maj Gen Arthur Denaro. The
Sovereign’s Parade itself was taken by Admiral Sir Jock Slater, the First Sea Lord

Picture: Mike Weston

SEVEN soldiers from Bulford-based 249
Signal Squadron (AMF(L)) saved a
climber after an 80ft fall left him with a
broken pelvis and fractured skull. The
troops, on exercise on Buachaille Etive
Mor in Glencoe, Scotland, gave first aid,
alerted rescue services, and helped carry
the stretcher 900ft down the mountain.

® A charity concert was staged by 14

Supply Regiment RLC at Dulman to mark
the final chapter in the unit's history as it
approached disbandment. The regiment
also exercised its Freedom of Dulmen by

parading through the town, and held a

special ceremony in Tower Barracks.

® Welsh Guardsmen celebrated ﬂ’lﬁlf’

Freedom of Swansea on July 30
marching through the city. Old com
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Standard practice: The Royal Dragoon Guards proudly receive their new standard during a royal ceremony staged in heavy rain at Tidworth

RDG sets standard
for the 21st century

DESPITE appalling weather, more
than 1,000 people watched the Prince
of Wales present a new standard to
The Royal Dragoon Guards at Tid-
worth.

Soldiers, bandsmen and pipers
braved driving rain during the parade,
which VIPs and old comrades had
travelled from all over Britain to see.
Prince Charles, the Colonel-in-Chief,
and the Duchess of Kent, Colonel of
the regiment, flew in by helicopter
and travelled from the landing site to
the polo field parade ground in a
horse-drawn open-top carriage. The
Duchess was protected from the ele-
ments by a see-through “bubble”
umbrella, but the Prince, in uniform,
made no concession to the weather.

The red-and-gold standard was
consecrated and then presented by
the Prince of Wales. During his

speech he paid tribute to the regi-
ment, which although formed only in
1992, has a long history with the two
amalgamated regiments of the 5th
Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards
and the 4th/7th Dragoon Guards,
dating back to the 18th century.

“I always enjoy my visits to the reg-
iment and feel I have some under-
standing of the very high standard of
the Dragoons which has been reflect-
ed in this parade,” said the Prince.
“The regiment will carry this stan-
dard with pride and fighting spirit
into the 21st century.”

With battle honours including
Blenheim, Waterloo, Balaklava,
Ladysmith, Mons, the Somme,

Dunkirk, the Normandy landings and
Korea, the soldiers of the regiment
have always been “the heavies of the
British Army”, he said.

and members of the Swansea branch of
the Welsh Guards Association also took
part in the parade. It was the 50th
anniversary of the regiment being grant-
ed the honour.

® The 1st Battalion, The Royal Welch
Fusiliers marched through Carmarthen to
mark their honour of the Right of Entry to
the town.

@ Territorial Army soldiers from The
London Regiment have completed a two-
week Lion Star exercise in Cyprus.

® A framed friendship scroll has been
presented by the city of Dundee to 225
(Highland) Field Ambulance (V). The
scroll, marking the unit's 50 years in the
city, was received by the commanding

officer, Lt Col Ray Moodie.

/
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Bassingbourn war paint

Camming up at the Army exhibition for schools at
Bassingbourn is Samantha Patis from Francis Bard-
sley School, Romford, Essex. Applying the camou-
flage is Sgt John Richards, SEME Bordon. Mobile
display teams from the AGC, RA, RE, REME, Infantry,
RLC, AAC, Household Cavalry, RAC and Parachute
Regiment provided a range of events for the children,
including inter-active stands, obstacle courses and
paintballing. There were also football, volleyball and
.22 shooting competitions.

The Tigers freefall display team of The Princess of
Wales's Royal Regiment, the Flying Gunners and
massed bands put on an arena display and a battle
scene was acted out by the Royal Anglians. Army
musicians organised a workshop.  Picture: Mike Weston
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Battlefield weapons are
sophisticated and
deadly but they will
never replace the most
lethal weapon of all . .
the infantryman who
uses them. We visited
the infantry training
centre where platoon
leaders hone their skills

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Mike Weston

PUT it down to bad luck or bad planning,
but of all the places the Argentines could
have chosen to invade, they had to pick
the one which most closely resembles the
Brecon Beacons — home to the Infantry
Training Centre, Wales.

So when British troops were called
upon to liberate the Falklands, the sol-
diers knew what to expect. For it is on
Brecon’s hills that platoon leaders learn
their craft; the skills needed to succeed on
the battlefield. Instructors try and make
training as realistic as possible. Brecon is
their baptism of fire.

The soldiers pictured here were taking
part in the final exercise on the Platoon
Sergeants’ Battle Course Phase 1 (Tac-
tics). This exercise takes place three times
a year on Sennybridge Training Area. The
company had to advance to contact, draw-
ing on an assortment of assets including
GPMG, 81 and 51 mortars and Milan.
Throughout, live rounds were used.

TORNADO HIT

Additionally the company was given
support from two Tornadoes which hit
dug-in positions before the advance.

Lt Col Pat Butler, a Para who is in
charge of training policy at the centre,
said: “This establishment is unique
because we are the only school in the
British Army which specialises in teach-
ing tactics and leadership to the junior
commander, the corporal, the sergeant.

“We are also unique in the world for the
way in which we go about that training
with a heavy emphasis on dismounted
close combat. And we are trying to give
the students as much exposure to the real-

Uphill struggle: Soldiers advance on the
enemy during an exercise in the Beacons

ities of war as it is possible to do in a safe
teaching environment.”

Soldiers soon got a taste of this “expo-
sure” as they hit the ground running after
they were dropped in by Lynx helicopters.
The adrenaline was pumping almost as
fast as the bullets as the troops advanced
towards the enemy. Mortars were lobbed

in to soften up the targets, while battle
commanders calculated the best way to
reach their objectives.

The weapons and kit are modern but
otherwise things have not changed very
much on the battlefield for 500 years.
After the air support, mortars and
artillery have done their job, the infantry-
man comes into his own.

“Someone observing this kind of situa-
tion used the term medieval,” said Lt Col
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Butler. “Actually it 1s not far off the mark.

From this point on not a lot has changed.

“We still have to close and kill the
enemy. They still have a bayonet at the
end of a rifle. The weights they are carry-
ing are still virtually the same as they were
in the First World War. All that we do is
use ground, we think, a little better than
some of our predecessors.”

It’s one thing to sit in a classroom and
to conduct a deep and meaningful debate
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about the most advantageous way to take
out a machine-gun position. Quite
another when it’s cold, wet, pitch black,
you’ve been in the field for three days and
the whiz-bangs are going off all around
you.

It is only in this type of pressure situa-
tion that lessons are learned that could
mean the difference between victory or
defeat, life or death. And there’s no better
teacher than I'TC Wales.

Living
memorial
to gallant
heroes

IT was Lt Col Pat Butler's idea to build a
living memorial to soldiers who have
passed through the infantry training school
and gone on to win gallantry awards.

The plan is to raise £130,000 for the
erection of the statue which will be mounted
on an outcrop of Welsh rock. If everything
goes to plan the statue will be unveiled for
the millennium.

To get a feel for her subject, sculptor
Anita Lafford has spent a lot of time on the
Sennybridge Training area watching battle-
field courses. The sculpture will consist of
two figures which capture the energy, chal-
lenge and determination of leadership.

Sgt Danny Coyle of The Royal Welch
Fusiliers, currently serving at ITC Wales,
has been selected to -
model for the statue, a
task for which he is
well suited. He has
served in the infantry
for the past 13 years in
Canada, Kenya and
Germany, comes from
Blackwood and recent- |
ly moved to Brecon.

He said: “I know
130000 I & kit of Y o ns BN
money, but as an NCO in a Welsh regiment
| feel this statue is a tremendous tribute to a
great tradition.”

The Infantry Training Centre Wales has
its antecedents in 1961 when the Para-
chute Regiment battle school was formed
there.

Lt Col Butler told Soldier. “There has
been a terrific throughput of students and
with the rebuilding of the site a lot of the
character and history of the place has been
lost to an extent. “It seemed it would be a
good idea that we bring together the old and
the new and establish mhﬂn ef lmplra—

y during
mmmmmmrms;
student.

“All sorts of ideas were discussed. But it
seemed to us that by getting a statue we
mm:mmm:
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Bosnia briefing

From kennel to kitchen

USING skills that would have
impressed Wild West ranchers, three
Pioneers based in Bosnia have built a
log cabin extension for an elderly Serb
refugee couple.

They used recycled wooden planks
from the Army dog compound in Banja
Luka, and made a door from one of the
old kennels.

Ptes Ian Stopford, John Billington
and Brian Durkin of 518 Pioneer
Squadron, RLC, decided to help
Marko Bajic and his partner, Bosa
Jacic, both in their late 60s, when they
learnt they were living in one room no
larger than an average garage. It took
three days of hard work, but by the time
the soldiers had finished, the extension
almost doubled the living space avail-
able, providing a cooking and storage
area.

Marko and Bosa met in a refugee
centre after fleeing their homes during
the war and have been together ever
since.

“The couple were very hands-on,”
said Pte Stopford. “They helped us out
with the sawing and hammering. They
were very happy when we finished and a
few tears of thanks were shed at the
end.”

The Pioneers’ main task is to guard
the headquarters of the British-led
Multi-National Division based in the
huge metal factory at Banja Luka. But
they also patrol the surrounding area in
a “hearts-and-minds” role, and while

There’s no place like home: Pte John
Billington, 518 Pioneer Squadron, puts
the finishing touches to the log cabin
extension he helped to build in Bosnia

doing this saw the plight of the two
refugees.

The floor took a long time to level
and old metal panels from the soldiers’
own temporary accommodation were
used to finish it off. Army electricians
have connected them to the mains and
sorted out their electrics.

“The soldiers have been a great
help,” said Marko. “What they have
done means a great deal to us. They will
always be welcome.”

Welcome home packs

BRITISH soldiers have been stor-
ing and delivering “return” packs
to refugees returning to their old
homes in the Livno/Glamoc area.

As more and more people
move back to the area, the United
Nations High Commission for
Refugees announced it had prob-
lems with delivering the aid pack-
ages, and 16 Sandhams (Compa-
ny) Battery, 26 Regiment, Royal
Artillery, offered their help.

The battery held six 1ISO con-
tainers containing 75 packs which
will each support a family of four.
They contain a small wood-burn-
ing stove, four beds with mattress-
es and blankets, pots, pans and
kitchen utensils, large rolls of thick
transparent plastic sheeting to act
as temporary windows, and tents
if required.

The soldiers of 16 Battery deliv-
ered more than 100 kits before
ending their tour in August.
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Welcorne back Soldlers of 16 Sandhams (Compa—
ny) Battery, 26 Regt, RA, help refugees to move
back into their home after an appeal from the UN

Vakufamehelghwwie war.
He is now back in the town asa W

the very children whose
lives he helped to save.

When he was last
there as a section com-
mander in 1992, the
brutal war was in |
progress and people
were starving. The local
Croats and Muslims
e iy e oSSt
other, and almost every
house in the town was ed with a Bosnian

- made on his
damaged or destroyed. wm

“When | left in June o i ¢
1993 there were battles raging across the
valley with artillery and mortar fire and houses
in flames,” said SSgt Pettit. “Now the scene is
very different. Thereismshooﬂng,d'eﬁdlmm
attending schools and shops are open.”

He has been reunited with many of the
people he met when carrying out his rnemy
runs with the midwife. %

“Coming back and seeing friends is wonder-
ful” he said. “But there are still prob

children
cross the divide — ltwparenhdon’tﬁtk.h&
they still do.”

It was because of this suspicion that Nick
helped organise a fun day for the child-
ren in the Precision Factory where the engi-
neers are based. The children came from the
town's Omladinske Youth Centre, which is
situated right on the former front line so that
both sides can attend without havlng to ompr F

\ one another’s territory.




Fresh from a comprehensive review, the part-time soldiers of
the tiny Falkland Islands Defence Force are working closely

with their Regular counterparts in the defence of their home

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston

THE FALKLAND Islands Defence
Force (FIDF) is perhaps the smallest
army in the world. Man for man (and
woman) this citizens’ militia, an eclectic
group of part-timers boasting professions
which range from shepherding to den-
tistry, is smaller than the Vatican’s largely
ceremonial Swiss Guard.

But there the comparison must end,
because what the Falklands’ finest lack in
number, they make up for in a surprising-
ly high degree of training, motivation and
modern weaponry, all of which is tailored
to an important role.

The FIDF, just 60 or so of them, but
growing, and based in the cap-

be done. “We do not believe in being
complacent,” he said.

There has been such a deterrence since
the end of the 1982 war, but the FIDF
was not always part of it. The force has
been through troubled times; years when
membership, morale and acceptance by
Regular troops were dangerously low.
Some even questioned the wisdom of the
Falkland Islands Government continuing
to fund the force.

The decline was turned around when
new staff officers at Mt Pleasant realised
that a viable militia would be good for the
spirit of the islanders and, more impor-
tantly, . could contribute expert local
knowledge and skills to the garrison.

The civilian governor, the FIDF’s com-
mander-in-chief, agreed that

ital, Stanley, works closely with
the Regular garrison at nearby
Mount Pleasant. There a rein-
forced company of Regular
infantry, supported by engi-
neers and logistics units, take
on the brunt of the land-based
defences. But increasingly
these soldiers are looking to
the FIDF for the kind of local
knowledge and skills which a
visitor cannot acquire during a
brief tour.

It is clear that in the Falk-
lands it is quality not quantity that
counts.

FIDF force commander Maj Marvin
Clark — Stanley’s Fire Chief in civilian life
— believes that it is a sense of purpose
which enables his soldiers to, as he says,
“hold their own with the best”. He
strongly believes that, in the light of
Argentina’s continuing claim over the
islands, a job of deterrence still needs to

In charge: Maj Marvin
Clark is also Stanley’s
Chief Fire Officer

the Regulars should carry out
an urgent review. The result
was a completely re-structured
and re-roled force; one which
faced some demanding goals.
Not least of these was the need
to increase recruitment. Maj
Clark was told to increase
membership four-fold; from
less than 30 active members to
around 120.

It was, and remains, a tall
order in a community which
numbers just 2,400 people,
including babes-in-arms and grandpar-
ents. But, some two years on from the
review, both the FIDF and their Regular
partners are happy with progress.

As many as 15 young men and a few
women are recruited for each winter
training programme, and although a pro-
portion drop out when they realise that
FIDF service is seriously demanding on
their time and physical fitness, enough

Moiher-in-war: Pte Denise McPhee

stay on to ensure steady growth. Now just
over 40 highly-active younger members
form an operational platoon and a small
HQ platoon, turning out for one evening
of training each week and for occasional
weekend exercises. Some 20 older sol-
diers have been enrolled in the new
reserve platoon.

The reserves include a few ex-Regulars
and Royal Marines who married locally
and stayed on in the islands. They attend
training sessions as required, passing on
the wisdom of their experience to younger
soldiers.

The allocation of a specific and impor-
tant role has done much to focus and
motivate the FIDF. Appropriately,
because this is where most FIDF mem-
bers live, the force is responsible for the
defence of Stanley, particularly such key
points as the small domestic airport, Gov-
ernment House (the scene of the crucial
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Harbour patrol: a section of the Falkland Islands Defence Force on exercise near Government

battle during the invasion of 1982) and
the communications centres. Coping with
such responsibility with so few soldiers
means operating on the principle of a
rapid-reaction force. Observation posts
are maintained, reinforced or moved
using a troop of Land Rovers and Japan-
ese all-terrain quad bikes — the same
machines recently trialled by airborne
forces in Britain.

Weaponry is relatively lightweight but
appropriate to the role. Unlike their Reg-
ular counterparts, FIDF members are
equipped with Austrian Steyr rifles and
light automatic support weapons. (Sever-
al systems were trialled, including the
British SA80, but the Steyr was found to
be most suited to Falklands conditions.)

In addition, the force packs light anti-
armour shoulder-launched missiles and
.5in  Browning heavy machine-guns.
These formidable weapons can be used in
an anti-aircraft role, and may soon be
fitted with mountings for optional use on
the Land Rovers.

Re-equipping has been expensive, but
Maj Clark is optimistic that the force will
continue to receive the funding it needs.
The Falkland Islands Government, finan-
cially independent from London, has
shown its commitment to the FIDF by
increasing its annual budget from a pre-
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review level of less than £100,000 to
almost £400,000. The FIDF of today
contrasts starkly with that of the old days,
when no member could tortally deny its
popular Dad’s Army image. It was tested
in action just once — in 1982, when mem-
bers responded to the invasion alarm and
did their best to help the small group of
Royal Marines defenders.

But with some members armed only
with Second World War Lee Enfield rifles
and lacking radios, the widely-dispersed
islanders often found themselves caught
in the cross-fire between the Marines and
the Argentines.

MUSEUM PIECE

It was painfully obvious that the FIDF
could not provide any real opposition and
they were lucky to suffer no casualties.
The several thousand-strong Argentine
invasion force simply took their weapons
and uniforms and sent them home. An
ancient Vickers machine-gun belonging
to the FIDF later found its way to a
museum in Buenos Aires.

No one wants to see a re-run of the inva-
sion, although few doubt that the outcome
would be very different today. The FIDF
would rather prove themselves by demon-
strating the ability to work closely, even
compete, with their Regular partners.

House, the scene of fierce fighting in 1982

In this they seem to be succeeding. The
locals are fully integrated in large scale tri-
service exercises which range across the
islands and they frequently defeat the
Regulars in inter-unit march-and-shoot
competitions. Some Regulars grumble a
little about the islanders having the
“unfair” benefit of local knowledge, but
many more respect Defence Force sol-
diers for their toughness.

Capt Peter Biggs (a Treasury official by
day) is in charge of training, and he regu-
larly leads winning march-and-shoot
teams. In his typically restrained Falk-
lands way, he is proud of the way his sol-
diers compete.“I like td think that our
achievements are not so much a reflection
of the Regulars doing badly as of us doing
well,” he said. “We train properly and it
shows what we are capable of.”

Not surprisingly there are plenty of
indications that in the new FIDF, morale
is high. As a woman and a mother in the
force, Denise McPhee is hardly typical,
but her sentiments are. “We’re small, but
we’re important,” she said, looking up
from the Steyr which she was oiling
enthusiastically. “I love it, but my main
motivation is knowing that if we are not
seen to be taking part in the defence of
our own islands, then we can’t expect
others to do the job for us.”
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Soldiers from 165 Port
Regiment RLC (V) were
tasked with taking over
the operation of
Marchwood Military
Port while the Regulars
were on a field training
exercise. The Terriers
spend all year training
for such a situation. So
could they do it for real?

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Mike Weston

WO2 JIMMY Russell was having a busy
morning. His men had just finished load-
ing 2,300 tonnes on to the Sea Crusader
bound for Split in Bosnia when his mobile
phone started ringing. There was to be a
last-minute change. A slight matter of 41
extra pallets.

WO2 Russell finished the phone call
and started walking briskly towards the
ship, bellowing out instructions
in a voice that could be heard a
couple of nautical miles off-
shore. “To be a quay foreman
you’ve got to be the type of
person who _is not-afraid to
make decisions,” he told Soldier.
“You may upset people but at
the end of the day you have got
to get the job done.”

And getting the job done was
what is was all about for the sol-
diers of 165 Port Regiment
RLC (V). They had taken over the run-
ning of Marchwood in its entirety from 17
Port and Maritime Regiment RLC. This
time the TA soldiers were not being used
as back-up. They were doing the job for
real.

As foreman, WO2 Russell was charged
with the day-to-day running of the port.
But he was quite used to the responsibili-
ty. In civvy street he does the same job at
Liverpool Docks.

The quay foreman’s job is crucial to the
smooth running of the docks. Nothing
moves through Marchwood without his
being aware of it. “There’s always some-
thing going on,” he said, as he fielded

Y

Lt Col Mathias

Removal men: Sgt Mo Joiner, left, who works as a ganger, and quay foreman WO2 Russell
take in the view from the top deck of the Sea Crusader, which was being loaded for Split

another call on his way back to the control
room.

Marchwood is a unique establishment.
It is the only secure military port in the
country. It can handle consignments by
rail and by road. Its importance
was underlined during the Falk-
lands War and more recently
during the Bosnia crisis.

165 Port Regt RLC (V), said
that as far as he was aware it
was the first time a TA regiment
had taken over from Regular
Army soldiers to carry out their
duties.

“For this period we
have taken over the
running of the port lock, stock
and barrel. We have also taken
over the running of the garrison
and the station, a unique occa-
sion.

“We are actually moving
Falkland Island cargoes, we are
loading and unloading the
Bosnia supply ship, and we are
unloading a ship from Antwerp
coming back from the British Army in
Germany. We are dealing with vehicles,
aggregate and equipment.”

The sheer weight of tonnage being
moved through the docks was staggering.
The quay foreman works closely with a

Lt Col David Mathias, CO of

Maj Siebenaller

ganger who decides where the cargo will
sit in the ship, and a mover who checks
everything is in place.

“As far as possible we mirror the capa-
bility of 17 Port and Maritime Regi-
ment,” Lt Col Mathias said. “We supple-
ment the Regulars and/or replace them in
the field. The benefit really is to have a
highly-flexible port and maritime organi-
sation, half of which is Regular, half
Reservist, which can supplement one
another or replace one another.

“The benefit that this gives to the
defence of the nation is vastly out of pro-
portion to the number of people we are
talking about.”

These multi-skilled troops
have ' taken their expertise
around the world. WO2 Russell
has been to Split four times, the
last as a surge team commander.

“The full range of logistic
specialisations and skills can be
found here,” said Lt Col David
Mathias. “So you’ve got drivers,
cooks, seamen, navigators, engi-
neers, store managers and steve-
dores.”

This versatility makes the regiment
extremely cost-effective. Recruitment is
carried out nationwide but a high per-
centage of personnel come from Liver-
pool and Southampton.

There is also a maritime element to the
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Crane takes the strain: LCpl Tom Gary, inset, prepares to hoist a container with the assistance of Pte John Williams and LCpl Mike Cruse

port. Soldiers are trained in the applica-
tion of the Mexeflote, a combination
powered raft system designed to transfer
vehicles and materials from ship to shore.
They could also be used to help rearrange
cargo once it has been loaded on board.
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The strong relationship between the
Regulars and the TA means there is a lot
of traffic between the regiments. When a
soldier leaves the Regulars he could find
himself doing a similar job in familiar sur-
roundings if he joined his TA colleagues.

The Marchwood deployment was a
success. Maj Mark Siebenaller, OC 266
Port Squadron, was pleased with the
seamless transition between the Regulars
and the TA. “The men have acquitted
themselves superbly,” he said.




Feature

Air defence brigade
deploys on its first
major exercise
since re-formation

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Terry Champion

IF we go to war the outcome could be
decided by men like Bdr Kevin Campbell.
It would be his job to stop enemy aircraft
getting through. As an operator of Rapier
Field Standard C (FSC), he would play a
vital role in 7 Air Defence Brigade’s inte-
gration into the Allied Command Europe
Rapid Reaction Corps (ARRC).

Bdr Campbell and the rest of 16 Regi-
ment RA were given an opportunity for
the re-formed 7 AD Bde to show what it
can do in its first major exercise, Cen-
taur’s Charge.

Five air defence regiments were
involved, consisting of 2,000 men and
800 vehicles. The exercise moved from
Sennybridge to Thetford, Norfolk, and
then up the east coast of England
through Lincolnshire, Otterburn and on
to the border regions of Scotland,
deploying to more than 40 sites along the
way.

Maj Andy Astbury, Deputy Chief of
Staff, HQ 7AD
Bde, told Soldier
the brigade’s
role in a time of
war is to provide
air defence for
ARRC.

“This exercise
is really about
assessing the ef-
fectiveness of the ‘ -
brigade to be  majAndy Astbury
able to commu-
nicate, move and also for the detach-
ments to live and work in the field,
moving considerable distances.”

INTEGRATED

Maj Astbury praised the way the TA
elements of the brigade integrated with
the Regulars on the exercise. “They are
enthusiastic. They are here because they
want to be.”

The brigade’s badge is a centaur, hence
the name of the exercise. This choice of
emblem is appropriate because the cen-
taur, a Greek mythological figure, was

. i

ntaurs lead cha

positions. The USAF
also flew an F15 across
the training area, giv-
ing tracers and spotters
more variety.

Backbone of the brig-
ade are the FSC and
Javelin. The Rapier sys-
tem, providing a low-
level air defence capabil-
ity over the battlefield,
consists of a launcher
with eight ready-to-fire
missiles and an electro-
optical tracker. Each fire
unit can cover an air
defence area of about
100 square kilometres.

Primary role of
Javelin, a short-range,
shoulder-launched, close
air defence guided
weapon system, is the
protection of combat
units and static locations
against low-level air
attack.

half man, half horse. This incongruous
union of diverse natures well reflects the
varying strengths in the brigade.

This was an opportunity
brigade to deploy different types of air
defence equipment, by several means,
including support helicopters.

The exercise was supported by the
RAF, which flew sorties over defence

My aim is true: Bdr Campbell, above

Incoming: Javelin operators Gnr Grant
Edmundson and Sgt John Davidson,
right, of 105 Regiment RA, spot an
intruder during Centaur’s Charge

Ready to fire: Rapier Field Standard C,
below, is part of the brigade’s backbone

)

R e e i B LT EagT TERL

SOLDIER Scptember 1998

THE 7th Air Defence Brigade was re-
formed on April 1, 1997 close to the 20th
anniversary of the disbandment of 7th
Artillery Brigade. The air defence desig-
nation was deemed appropriate as it indi-
cates the brigade’s primary role to provide
corps-level air defence to NATO’s Rapid
Reaction Corps.

It has operational command of the five
United Kingdom theatre-level air defence
regiments — 16 Regiment RA, based in
Woolwich and equipped with Rapier
Field Standard C; 22 Regiment RA,
based in Kirton-in-Lindsey and equipped
with Rapier Field Standard B2; and the
three Territorial Army Javelin regiments:

Brigade’s incongruous union
reflects diverse strengths

103, based in Lancashire; 104, based in
South Wales and the West Midlands; and
105, based in Scotland with a batterv in
Northern Ireland and equipped with
Javelin.

Brigade HQ is collocated with Head-
quarters Land Command in Wilton and
its vehicles held in Woolwich with 16 Regt.
Other posts are provided by 104 Regt and
Central Volunteer HQ RA.

The headquarters also provides the
focus for air defence doctrine, organisation
and deployment and equipment issues in
HQ Land. It also furnishes the basis for
Army air defence command and control
on national contingency operations.
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Feature

An ex-soldier has
found that military
planning is as useful
in the hostile world
of business as it is
on the battlefield

Report: Graham Bound
Picture: Mark Owen

MODEL-MAKING is a fine pursuit for
boys. It keeps the hands busy and the
mind healthy. But at about the same time
as they start shaving, most lads accept
that it is time to ditch the last Airfix Spit-
fire, steer the Flying Scotsman into one
final Hornby 00 gauge pile-up and make
amends with mother for the years of glue
on the carpet. Less healthy things beckon.

However Neil Ballantyne, 37'/2, never
did forget his liking for things miniature.
The one-time officer in The King’s Own
Scottish Borderers and The Parachute
Regiment has turned model-making into
a highly successful business, employing
25 craftsmen and women who
churn out more than a battal-
ion’s-worth of sculpted and
painted model soldiers each
month.

But these are no toys. The
highly-intricate and hand-paint-
ed resin figurines, most bearing
the uniforms and regalia of great
British regiments, are destined
for owners prepared to pay for the
pleasure of having perfect little
soldiers marching across their
mantelpieces.

Forty per cent of the statuettes are
bought by soldiers through Naafi and reg-
imental PRIs, while others are sold
through prestige outlets like Harrods in
London and Jenners in Edinburgh or
shipped to collectors around the world.

USA SHUTTLE

As the founder and managing director
of Ballantynes of Walkerburn Ltd, Neil
spends much of his busy life shuttling
between his factory on the Scottish Bor-
ders, his recently-opened sales office in
the USA, and other marketplaces where
his models find their devoted owners.

He is (pun irresistible) a model busi-
nessman, working hard to increase his
market share and maintain the loyalty of
his clients. It is all textbook stuff, but Neil
has not had a single day of formal busi-
ness education. He insists his success
stems from the experience, skills and
down-to-earth common sense he
acquired as a soldier. Indeed it was during
his final months in the Army, while
involved with fund-raising work for the
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Military precision:
¢ Neil Ballantyne
proudly inspects

one of his
company’s
model soldiers

he;

L
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Paras’ 50th anniversary celebrations, that
his idea came to him.

The fund-raisers needed a high-quality
and reasonably-priced model of a Para
holding an SA80, but finding the right
product was difficult. “There were
models available,” Neil said, “but I
realised that to make money they really
had to be manufactured in volume rather
than by a craft business.”

The idea was born, and in 1991 he did
what every entrepreneur must do at some
time: he went looking for money. “It was
not easy. [ went to the bank manager and
said I wanted to make model soldiers. He
just fell about laughing.”

Then military thinking kicked in. “I'd
learned to present my ideas well, and
eventually I convinced the bank that there
was very little risk, and it was worth a try.

“Since then, I've treated my business
very much like a military operation. We
have strengths, weaknesses, opportunities
and threats, just as in the Army. And the
qualities I was taught during my Army
career are paramount to running my busi-

ness: discipline, attention to detail, econ-
omy of effort, fixing a goal, dealing fairly
with people . . . they’re all vital.”

Neil has done his best to maintain his
Army links. His production manager and
right-hand man is an ex-King’s Own
Scottish Borderer, and he enjoys a mutu-
ally-profitable relationship with the old
soldiers of the Lord Roberts Workshops, a
charity which operates under the SSAFA-
Forces Help banner. Over the years, Bal-
lantynes has paid the craftsmen there
nearly £250,000 for the production of
wooden plinths.

Neil is occasionally asked whether he
was a model soldier. His response is a big
smile and the modest admission that he
was nothing particularly special. He says
he misses the Army but adds quickly that
he’s happy with the way civilian life has
worked out.

As well he might be. With an annual
turnover in excess of £500,000 and a 50
per cent share of the miniature soldier
market, the future looks good for this ex-
soldier and his model army.



From Westminster to Wapping

A monthly digest of what’s being said in Parliament and the Press

More women

are signing on

MORE women than ever — 15,777 — are serv-
ing in the three Services. Most of them, 7,471
to be exact, are employed by the Army, form-
ing almost 15 per cent of personnel. During
1997-98 alone, 1,807
female soldiers enrolled.
A further 655 have enlist-
ed so far this financial
year.

The range of Army
posts now open to both
sexes was increased ear-
lier this year at the same

Apache training: Air and ground crews for
the Army’s 48 new WAH-64 Apache attack
helicopter will be trained by a joint venture
company formed by GKN Westland Heli-
copters Ltd and the
Boeing Company. A 30-
year, £650 million part-
nership deal has been
struck with Aviation Train-
ing International  Ltd
(ATIL) to prepare for the
helicopter’s entry into ser-
vice in December 2000.

time as the Ministry of
Defence announced mea-
sures to combat sexual
discrimination and harassment.

Junior Defence Minister John Spellar said:
“To have the best armed forces in the world,
we need the best people for the job, regard-
less of gender.”

® Almost 18 per cent of Regular Army
recruits in 1997-98 had served in the Army
Cadet Force or Combined Cadet Force. More
than five per cent were former TA personnel
and the rest school leavers and
others. It was the best year for
recruiting since 1991.

Other points from Parliament:

Death penalty to end? After a
lengthy and painstaking review,
the Government has expressed
“deep regret” over First World War
executions for cowardice and
desertion — and Parliament is to be invited to
abolish the death penalty for military offences
such as mutiny in the British Armed Forces, in
peace and war.

In the Commons in July Dr John Reid, the
then Armed Forces Minister, said surviving
evidence did not enable a formal, legal pardon
to be granted for those executed in 1914-18,
who were “victims, with millions of others, of a
cataclysmic and ghastly war”. Accepting that
some injustices may have occurred, he hoped
missing names would be added to books of
remembrance and memorials.

® Doug Henderson
moved from the For-
eign Office in late
July to take over as
Armed Forces Minis-
ter from Dr John
Reid, who was pro-
moted to Transport
Minister.

Training facilities includ-
ing advanced simulators
will be established at
Army Air Corps bases at Middle Wallop, Wat-
tisham and Dishforth and at REME Arborfield.
The three Apache regiments will each com-
prise two squadrons of eight aircraft.

Landmine ban: A total ban has been
imposed on British use of anti-personnel land-
mines. Instructions have been issued to com-
mand HQs and training establishments.

Gulf illnesses: Prof Harry Lee,
a specialist in general and renal
medicine and infectious diseases,
has been appointed head of the
Gulf Veterans’ Medical Assess-
ment Programme (MAP). He was
due to start work on September 1.

BMATT extended: Britain will
extend the mandate of the British Military
Advisory and Training Team (BMATT) in
South Africa until 2001. Set up in 1994, the
team acts as an independent referee to moni-
tor the transformation and restructuring of the
SA Armed Forces.

Kneller Hall: There are no plans to move
the Royal School of Military Music from
Kneller Hall. But the site is among those to be
considered under a Greater London develop-
ment plan to identify opportunities for the most
cost-effective uses of the defence estate.

Quarantine: Agricul- ;
ture  Minister Lord
Donoghue said on July
22 that the Advisory
Group on Quarantine
was due to report to
ministers soon, fol-
lowed by up to three
months’  consultation
before decisions were
taken. One option was
a system of identifica-
tion, vaccination and
blood testing for pets
with no exemption for
Service families bring-
ing pets home from
places such as Cyprus,
which is rabies-free.

Big guns: No decision has yet been taken on where the new AS90
regiment will be based, but it will be in the UK, Parliament was
told. The five existing regiments will remain at Tidworth and Top-
cliffe in the UK and Hohne, Gutersloh and Osnabruck in Germany.
Training will take place on Salisbury Plain and at Otterburn,
Bergen Hohne and Graffenwehr as well as in Poland and Canada

What the
papers say

- According to a leaked consultative doc-
ument, it is proposed that 140 TA centres
will be closed, infantry locations will be cut
from 182 to 53 and engineer and armoured
units will be reduced by about half. —
Sunday Telegraph

1 The Ministry of Defence is investigating
evidence that pheasants have feathers that
could protect soldiers from high-velocity
ammunition by being used to line bullet-
proof jackets. — Sunday Times

J A new book, My Boy Jack?, says the
1992 identification of the grave of Rudyard
Kipling's son, killed at Loos in 1915 aged 18,
was mistaken. But the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission stood by its claim that
the grave is his. — Guardian

d The Bloody Sunday inquiry is to sub-
poena government departments in order to
trace scores of soldiers who were on duty in
Londonderry that day but have failed to offer
themselves as witnesses. — The Times

1 Steven Spielberg's latest film, Saving
Private Ryan, has caused a storm because
of its criticism of Fd Marshal Montgomery's
conduct of the D-Day operation. — The
Express. Dozens of American D-Day veter-
ans have sought emotional counselling after
seeing the film. — The Times

1 Members of the SAS have been secret-
ly laying wreaths on comrades' graves in
cemeteries around the world as part of a
plan to pay tribute to all 404 killed in action
since 1941. — Sunday Telegraph

1 Police in Devon and Cornwall have
asked for military help during a predicted
invasion of six million visitors on August 11
next year to view a total eclipse of the sun.
Cornwall's “eclipse co-ordinator”, Brig Gage
Williams, said 85 per cent of accommoda-
tion was booked. — Sunday Telegraph

J The MoD would have difficulty mobilis-
ing for war because it is not sure exactly
where or how ready £10 billion of equipment
stocks (including Army vehicles) are, accord-
ing to the National Audit Office. — The Times

O Files newly released by the Public
Record Office show that Maj Gen Edward J
Montagu Stuart-Wortley, commander of the
46th (North Midlands) Division, was sacked
by the C-in-C, Sir Douglas Haig, because
not enough of his men were killed on the first
day of the Somme. — Daily Telegraph

[ Australian soldiers are to change their
leather combat boots for a calf-length vari-
ety made of kangaroo skin. Leather boots
will still be worn on parade. — Daily Mail
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“They need a little more preparation than
perhaps you are used to, my dear sir. . .
but they are absolutely delicious.”

Logistic
logic

“The Consul wishes me to express his thanks to you for
personally delivering his Barclaycard statement last month,
but wonders if you shouldn’t be back at Mill Hill by now?”
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“Trust me, you said . . . I've got a mate in
: 1 = Movements, you said . . . we'll indulge to
A 4 § ~ Cyprus for the weekend, you said!”

“No, | don’t know the part
number of the missing bolt!”

DIER September 1998




Feature

Putting you

FROM their hi-tech studios in the Buck-
inghamshire countryside, dedicated
teams of disc jockeys, cameramen,
reporters, producers and controllers serve
a daily dose of “back home” to thousands
of Servicemen and women overseas.

Peter McDonagh describes himself as
a Service brat. He is
also Director of BFBS.

“Styles change but
broadcasting has always
been and will always be
about one thing and
that is about people
telling stories, either in
music or in words, ;
either in fact or in fic- Peter McDonagh
tion,” he said. “That’s what people have
been doing for generations, keeping each
other amused, entertained and informed
and that is where BFBS is and where it
always will be.”

On the radio side, BFBS is the most
advanced station in the UK with its state-
of-the-art digital technology.

HORROR

“Techno-phobes gasped in horror at
first but after a week they wondered
what all the fuss was about,” explained
newsman and fellow Forces-brat Damien
Watson. “It’s working very well on
Connect 98, our latest
in a series of flagship
shows.”

Some of the station’s
programmes are tai-
lored for particular the-
atres, broadcasting for
example only to the
Balkans, Belize or the
Falklands, but Connect
98 is heard everywhere.

“It is an ‘info-tainment’ show. Music,
interviews, sport, politics, big stories,
funny stories . . . a magazine show really. It
is the big daily hit from BFBS UK,” said
Damien. “It goes to nine countries, with a
massive audience, so it has to be flexible.
And it’s live.

“On our final day in Hong Kong — June
30 last year — we opened the phone lines
to all listeners, not just the Forces,”
Damien recalls. “The amount of calls
from ex-pats, the Chinese, everybody,

Damien Watson

in the picture

BFBS TV and radio
prepare for
the next century

caught us by surprise. It was astonishing.
Many said the one thing they were going
to miss about British rule was BFBS.
They were getting UK news, live sport,
the current top 40 and The Archers.”

Official figures in Germany put the
audience at 90,000; independent research
puts it closer to four million.

MAIN GUNS

The two main guns in the radio arsenal
are BFBS 1 and 2. BFBS 1 is a rock and
pop radio station providing radio enter-
tainment to a younger audience in a way
that they would be used to hearing in the
UK but with a British Forces slant.

BFBS 2, launched in the mid-1980s,
provides the forces with an alternative to
popular music. It is a mix of the best of
Radio 4: Today, Woman’s Hour, The World
At One and PM. It is the main station for
sport through arrangements with Radio 5
Live.

“Forces broadcasting has been in place
for about 54 years. Every few years along
comes an evolutionary change in either
location or technology, or as we have

b recently seen, both,”
said Alan Philips, an
executive producer.

“If you join BFBS
you are expected to be
able to go to Bosnia
tomorrow to interview
the Defence Secretary,
or go on air and do a
straight music show
with no interviews to keep it going.”

A guest DJ is David Rodigan, stalwart of
cutting-edge music. “Maybe it’s because
they are away from
home, but when we play f
gigs the response is
amazing,” he said.

“I'm also an Army
brat. I was born in
BMH Hanover. On my
show I'm playing gar-
age, house, reggae, R
and B, hip-hop and the
very latest stuff in that genre. They know
they can get it all on BFBS. I am a pas-
sionate record collector, and have been
for 30 years.”

OPERATIONAL SNIFF

The theory is that all listeners, wherev-
er they are, get a certain show at a partic-
ular time. BFBS rightly considers itself
part of the military community overseas.

“Broadcasting has moved from Army
Welfare, which it used to be known as 50
years ago, into broadcasting with an oper-

Alan Philips

David Rodigan
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Confronting the broadcasting revolution
COMPETITION and Digital: More than grammes than ever are being
new technology are  £1,000,000 has been spenton  transmitted live to garrisons,
bringing unprece- new quality-enhancing equip-  such as the Falklands and
dented cha to  Ment BFBS has beaten the - Belize, once considered to be
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Pictures: Mike Weston

Lights, camera, action: The BFS production team of Room 785 —
from left, cameraman Mark Gosling, presenter Fred Harris with
Huxley, Sharron Taylor, Liz Hopkins, Scott Rose and Harry Bradley

ational sniff to it,” said Peter McDonagh.

“If you send a multi-national force to,
say, Africa, you can plonk a quick get-
you-in kit down and give them radio and
television in the desert, the swamp or the
jungle.”

The radio technology is mirrored on
the television side, which is moving slowly
but surely towards digital.

“The main area of progress is getting a
wider area of transmission for radio and
television. Once you get a TV signal, the
radio carrier goes along with it,” Peter
explained.

“The acquisition of live-link TV to the
Falklands has not only meant live TV and
the second radio channel to the islands
but also the capability of getting into
Saudi Arabia and Africa because of the
nature of the satellite footprint.

“MoD makes the decision about who
provides what and where. Now we are
under contract to the MoD the statement
of requirement is written so specifically
that we certainly can’t attempt to follow
the forces around the world.

“We try to anticipate by having thmgs
ready, as in the Gulf -
War, when we had a lot
of hardware, software
and humanware in
place waiting for the
call.”

Richard Hulme, sen-
ior TV programme
organiser for BFBS,
looks through the confi-
dential information that details what will

Richard Hulme
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be transmitted by the various terrestrial
networks that the station has access to
BBC 1 and 2, ITV, Channels 4 and 5 and
Sky Sports. If BFBS has rights to those
programmes he chooses which to record,
checks the schedule and slots them in.

“What makes the job harder is that we
do not have rights to everything, even if it
is shown on British television. Live sport
is a real headache. The copyrights and
rights negotiations can go on for
months.”

UK STANDARD

Stephen Mylles, Controller of Forces
Television, said: “The challenge is being
able to give our audi-
ence the standard of
| television that they are
used to back in the UK.
British television is the
best, the brightest, best
presented, best pack-
aged and most diverse
television in the world.
What we try to do is
package things in such a way that the
audience can think they are sitting at
home watching BBC or ITV.

“QObviously, our budgets are vastly dif-
ferent but we spend wisely and, with a
small staff, we achieve a great deal.”

Items are gathered from all over the
world to produce the flagship of the tele-
vision network, Scene Here.

“We are local television for the Forces,
but our local audience is worldwide,”
said Caroline Young, a key member of the

Steve Mylles

Scene Here team who has seven visits to
Bosnia under her belt. “We tell the Forces
about the Forces worldwide. Whatever
they are doing and
wherever they are go-
ing, we will be there.
“If it is top of the in-
ternational news head-
lines, like Northern Ire-
land or the Gulf, we
will usually have an
in-depth angle on it.”

Richard Jones, the
Scene Here programme editor, said: “It
goes out live for two reasons: everything
is edited right up to deadline because we
like to run things as close to when they
happened as possible, and we are preced-
ed immediately by an
ITN news bulletin.”

At one time Scene
Here was only for
British Forces Ger-
many, but satellite tech-
nology allowed the pro-
gramme to be beamed
into Cyprus.

“We are in a much
better position to represent the whole
Forces picture and to do it with an inti-
mate inside knowledge that vou can’t get
if you are not a Forces’ journalist,” said
Caroline, who joined BFBS from the
BBC in 1989.

As the rows of satellite dishes beyond
her window pointed silently into the after-
noon sky, BFBS continued to provide a
unique service to the Armed Forces.

Caroline Young

Richard Jones
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Not too late to learn

Life-long learning
opportunities have
never been so varied
and valuable. Here are
a few options. If you
would like to share a
problem, write to Cari
c/o Soldier, or BFBS,
BFPO 786.

| AM thinking of

trying to get some
qualifications. I've heard that some
people do correspondence courses
but | am not sure | want to study for
a degree. How do | find out more?
- Mrs B (BFG)

Cari replies: You can study all sorts of
things by correspondence for pleasure
and to get a qualification. The
Association of British Correspondence
Colleges will send you a helpful guide.
‘T'o obtain one, write to 6 Francis Grove,
London SW19 4DT.

Another source of information is the
Open University. Many people like
working with them because you can
carry on your course work overseas with
a lot of support. It also allows you to
work at your own pace and build up to
whatever level of qualification you feel
comfortable with.

Your local education centre will have
an address or you can call the brochure
hotline number, 01908 85 85 85.

The EU has produced an interesting
leaflet called Studying, Training and
Doing Research in Another Country
which has some useful notes.

Whatever you decide to do, my only
word of advice would be to set your
sights as high as you like but be prepared
to stick at it. Studying on your own takes
a lot of self-discipline and it will take
time, but the rewards are great.

Do tell your family that you are serious
and make a space for yourself where you
know you can keep all your course
material organised.

BY the end of the

school holidays I
find myself getting very irritated
with the children. By the time they go
back to school we are all at each
others’ throats and | send them off
feeling really guilty. How can | keep
the peace the next time they come
back? - Mrs K (BFG)

Cari replies: The market is flooded with
self-help books for parents and they all
claim to have the solution. One of the
best of the most recent crop is called The
Secret of Happy Children by Steve
Biddulph, published in paperback at
£8.99.

Among the subjects covered are
stopping tantrums before they
start, the skills of fathering,
how to cure whinging kids, kids
and TV, and food and
behaviour. It is a lively book
written by a man who has
worked as a family therapist for
20 years and his suggestions are
practical.

Personally, I would just say
that you will not be the only
parent in this position and I
favour honesty about your
feelings at all times. Keep
telling them that you love them
and that having an argument about
untidiness or silly behaviour won’t
change that.

Stay in touch too, during the times
when you don’t see them. Send them
short letters — even if they don’t write as
often as you’d wish — and reassure them
that they are still a part of family life
while you are away.

Lifelong learning is beginning to take off.
For some time now those working in edu-
cation have been trying to get people to
think about it as an on-going process and
the message seems to be getting through.
More and more we see 2

| AM thinking of
changing my image. |
am trying to get a job but | think |
just look mumsy or boring because |
get called for interviews but never
seem to get the job. — Mrs L (UK)

Cari replies: We hear a lot about image
these days. Much as I hate to admit it I
think we have to face the fact that
decisions are often made on the flimsiest
of evidence and so changing your image
might be worth a try. Image consultants
vary in their approaches and their fees.

If you are thinking of approaching one
of them, do ask about prices first. Some
charge for consultations but expect you
to go on and buy make-up and clothes
from their company. Make
sure you know what you
are agreeing to. Having
sounded a cautious note I
would say that I have met a
number of women for
whom this kind of thing
has been a life-saver. I
suppose whatever vou feel
gives you that extra spark
of confidence is worth it.
You could also approach
someone whose style yvou
admire and ask their
advice. It might not be
your clothes. You might be behaving in a
particular way.

One woman I know was turned down
for a job because, said the panel
chairman, she appeared to be too
confident about her ability to do it
Frankly I would see that as more his
problem than hers, but you might need
to change the way you portray yourself.

it's an ideal time to learn — and more
people are studying art and literature.
Even the increased emphasis on career
development promised in the SDR
reflects the mood. For service people and

. vl Fiadhe - their families the sup-
e workplace changing ort of distance
with an ever-increasing ca rl comments f:!arnlng is excellent

need for skilled people.

If we are to keep up with the demand we all
have to carry on learning. We are also
seeing an increase in leisure time. Many
people are coming to see learning as a
leisure pursuit. Language courses are
popular — and if you are living in Europe

and for many service
spouses the periods of enforced unem-
ployment provide the time needed. If you
have ever thought about broadening your
horizons, now is a very good time to start.

*Cari Roberts presents Counterpoint on BFBS Radio

Seeing is believing: Actor Richard Wilson
of One Foot in the Grave fame meets Ser-
vicemen during a visit to a careers show
at the National Hotel, north London. With

Service leavers to get new
deal on resettlement help

A NEW organisation which will help Ser-
vicemen and women take their first steps
back into civvy street is to start work in
the autumn.

The Career Transition Partnership
(CTP), one of the corner-stones of the
Policy for People announced in the
Strategic Defence Review, will offer an
individual package of counselling, train-
ing and job-finding assistance.

A contract to establish the CTP has
been awarded by the MoD to Coutts
Consulting Group plc.

Transitional support services are cur-
rently provided by the Tri-Service Reset-
tlement Organisation, which will cease to
exist.

Under the revised arrangements, a new
MoD directorate, the Directorate of Mil-
itary Outplacement Services (DMOS),
will be created to work with Coutts.

“By forming a partnership between the
military and the civilian sides of the reset-
tlement equation, we will be able to pro-
vide the best possible support to our
Service leavers,” said Brig Rodney
Walker, the Director of Resettlement.

The new deal offers eligible Service
leavers — mainly those who have been in
uniform for more than five years — a pack-
age which includes:

him, from left to right, are Sig Simon
Rowe, Sgt Karl Overton and WO2 Ali
Chuahan. Sgt Overton is the Royal Sig-
nals Recruiting Sergeant in London.

@ A single registration system through
which a career transition service will be
provided regionally throughout the UK at
nine regional resettlement centres. Sepa-
rate arrangements will be made for those
stationed overseas.

® Individual and unlimited career
counselling from up to 2'/2 years for the
Royal Navy and two years for the Army
and Royal Air Force prior to discharge,
and up to two years for all Services post-
discharge.

@ A three-day career transition work-
shop, and assistance focused on Service
leavers and employment needs, which
could include additional workshops, sem-
inars and training.

® A full job-finding service.

@® Full support for those wishing to
retire or move to part-time employment
or occupational training.

For Service leavers with berween three
and five years’ eligible service, help will be
restricted to an enhanced and unified job-
finding service, available up to six months
before discharge.

There will be no changes in the eligibil-
ity rules for resettlement. The role of the
single-Service resettlement staffs will
remain largely unchanged under the
CTP, and the individual resettlement

JAMES Hopkins (39), a former Life Guards
officer, has been appointed Chief Executive of
Annington Homes Limited, which bought the
MoD married quarters estate in England and
Wales. After service in the Army he became a
property specialist and was managing director
of Hanson Land before joining Anningtons.

Winner of the HIVE national volunteer
week star prize, a three-day family break
donated by Legoland, was Mrs Debbie Hop-
kins from Laarbruck. HIVE co-ordinators in
Germany nominated volunteers whose dedi-
cation and commitment should be recognised,
and Debbie’s name was drawn out of the hat.

The Junior Ranks Mess at the Rhine Sup-
port Unit in Germany has joined forces with
British Gas to test the latest version of a
system already saving thousands of pounds a
year in energy costs in Army kitchens.

The Armed Forces Financial Advisory
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Services (AFFAS), a division of Willis Nation-
al, is 25 years old this year.

The Army Families Federation holds its
annual conference at RMA Sandhurst on Sep-
tember 23. Major speakers are expected to
include Chief of the General Staff Gen Sir
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Roger Wheeler and the Adjutant General,
Gen Sir Alex Harley. The afternoon session
will be about welfare. If you would like to go
and put your point of view, contact AFF Cen-
tral Office on 01980 615525 (Upavon Mil
5525) for a ticket application form. Tickets are
£6 and include lunch and refreshments.

'Home from home
for single parents

SINGLE soldier-parents having difficulty
seeing their children can take advantage of
a new facility at Woodbridge Army training
area in Suffolk.

Peninsula House, a fully-furnished three-
bedroom bungalow, has been set up by the
Army Welfare Service as an affordable,
comfortable place where Service personnel
can take their children for stays of up to two
weeks. The former married quarter was
acquired from the Defence Housing Execu-
tive and furnished with grants from Army
Central Welfare Funds and the Annington
Trust. Help also came from the Woodbridge
estate thrift shop, SSAFA and the WRVS.

Anyone interested in staying there
should telephone 01394 461218 or 461091.

\. o

training costs grant, administered by the
single Services, will continue to be avail-
able to help fund training.

The concept of the Services Employ-
ment Network (SEN) will be retained but
will be operated by Coutts using the Offi-
cers’ Association and Regular Forces
Employment Association Ltd as its sub-
contractors.

The charitable services of the OA and
RFEA will be retained independently,
providing life-long job-finding support
for ex-Service personnel who have served
for more than three years.

Start date for the new service is Octo-
ber 12, following the installation of a net-
work computer system linking all nine
regional resettlement centres, the reset-
tlement centre at Aldershot and the CTP
headquarters in London.

Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 0171 581 8684
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
Confidential support line:

UK 0800 731 4880
Germany 0131827 395
Cyprus 080 91065

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 0181 543 6333

Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
National Gulf Veterans and

Families Association 0181 376 2144

RBL’s Legionline 0345 725 725
Samaritans 0345 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980
618244

Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 0171 403 8783

\WR\IS 01235 442954




Who dares . ..

Canoes and kayaks can
take almost anything that
the wet side of nature

can throw at them. And
on a white water slalom

course, nature throws it dids

all at them big-time.
Pity no one told our
writer before he joined *
the Army canoeing team
for a training session

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston

I WAS being lulled into a false sense of
security. Not intentionally perhaps, but as
we sat in the little café at the National
Water Sports Centre near Nottingham
there was no hint of the horrors to come.

Certainly my two hosts, Lt Pete Francis
and Maj Colin Colderwood, did not give
much away. Fair enough, I suppose. I had
said that I was up for a challenge. And to
them, two of the Army’s canoeing stars, a
slalom course, even one of the fastest in
Britain, was nothing to worry about.

Pete, training hard for a place on the
British Olympic team, and Colin, secre-
tary of the Army Canoeing Union, chat-
ted amiably about the joys of the water
and I seemed to imbibe their laid-back
confidence with my tea. I felt I had got the
long straw. A summer day away from the
office communing with ducks and the
other delightful creatures of the river
bank.

“I’d advise you to have a few glasses of
Coke before we go,” said Pete, interrupt-
ing my reverie. “It neutralises the bacteria
in your stomach. Can’t do much about
Weils disease, though, so try not to swal-
low too much water.”

My eyes popped wide open. To hell
with Wind in the Willows! Weils disease is
the distinctly nasty illness contracted
occasionally when humans swim in the
same water as rats. And the bacteria,
explained Pete, was only to be expected in
a lowland river. The Trent is not yet ready
for selling in fancy green bottles.

“Get the Cokes in then,” I said with a
degree of swagger. “Let’s get on with it.”

Wet run: “Next time we’ll try it with a boat.” Andy Eaton, left, puts our writer through his paces

Twenty minutes later Pete and Colin
were helping me into my tiny plastic
kayak. By now I was helmeted, wet-suited
and sporting a fetching rubber skirt which
became a water-excluding flange over the
opening in the boat. One of my hosts gave
me a push and I was off, bobbing and
wobbling, but quickly getting a feel for the
special kind of balance which canoeing
demands. “Easy and fun,” I thought.

PADDLER

Pete said that I had to learn how to
rescue myself from capsizes. “Will there
be many...?” I didn’t
like the sound of this.

“Yeah, and if you Wam;to

can’t rescue yourself (Or a try thte-“,‘a:
"y Pe of caﬂ '19 out. Not nice, but
Oa

. ”are .
“We a co 7 oidier, caif g 9)?
rescue” first. I TheBHﬂsh Can 01 lin

be pleaseq v
oh o115 982"003011,

this is as far as we

»

We did the “T-

watched as a
voung paddler
called John threw
his body to one side
and vanished beneath the water.

His arms appeared, Lady of the Lake-
style, waving above the surface. The
hands first banged on the upturned hull
to get our attention and then searched for
the sharp end of another canoe.

Pete was there in a flash, his boat meet-
ing the inverted one to form a T shape.
John grabbed him and, with a quick
swivel, was upright again, streaming water

but quite happy.

“Your turn,” shouted Pete. “Don’t
worry, it’s easy.”

I did worry, but went for it anyway. Less
gracefully, but I levered myself upright,
did a quick scan for rats, and felt very
relieved.

There was more. “This is the really
important bit,” said Pete. “If we can’t get
to you, you have to be able to get out of
the boat alone. Simply pull the spray
cover off, push yourself out of the opening
and bob to the top.”

Floating beneath this backwater of the
Trent, I had the spray cover ripped off
before anyone could say “artificial

resuscitation” and
pushed myself

OK. Now things
got really interest-

48 ing and much
'"3) 798 2. more difficult. We
Oh wij| also paddled under a low
he' bridge and into the

mainstream of the
partially-diverted
river. There, to my
horror, appeared the gates of a watery
hell. Through them the river disappeared
into a foaming hole. This entrance could
not have appeared more terrifying if the
slavering, two-headed dog Cerberus him-
self had been standing over it.

“Head straight at it,” shouted Pete.
“Don’t worry . . .” His voice trailed off as
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I went furiously at the maelstrom. The fol-
lowing few minutes were a blur. I made a
furious attempt to avoid the eddies and
whirlpools formed by the massive con-
crete barriers obstructing and confusing
the flow. Survival was my only priority.
About ten people a year die in this sport, and
I did not intend 1o be one of them.

I capsized within the first 20 yards. I
banged once or twice on the hull and felt
for a boat. Pete was there.

For a few memorable moments, I
shared a plunging whirlpool with two
other canoes. We were entangled like a
giant game of pick-up sticks and there was
only one way out. I capsized again.

PANIC

Suspended beneath the water, breath
running out, and unable to feel a rescue
boat, I detected the first stirring of panic.
Time to get out, I told myself, still coher-
ently. A quick tug on the spray cover, a
swivel and I was up, gasping for air before
being pulled back into an eddy.

It wasn’t pleasant but, strangely, this
was one of the most satisfying moments of
my canoeing experience. If I could save
myself in this nightmare scenario, every-
thing else had to be tolerable.

And the next step was. I was to join
WO1 Andy Eaton, who took me down the
river-of-hell in a two-man Canadian
canoe. These are larger boats in which you
kneel uncomfortably with your thighs
strapped to the hull.

“Take your brain out before you get
into that,” yelled one wag. But I was
happy enough. Andy had been paddling
for 21 years and had been the Combined
Services champion on several occasions.
With his skills, and his bulk for ballast, I
felt sure we would stay upright.

PANACHE

Big Andy took us in and out of the
whirlpools, surfing the confluence of cur-
rents and backwash. We swooped into the
placid pool at the end of the white-water
course with some panache.

It was a great way to end my two days of
white-water canoeing, a learning experi-
ence which reminded me of the way I
learned Spanish: total immersion.

Would I do it again? Probably, but not
before I cough up the last dregs of the
Trent. And then I might be tempted to try
some of the other varieties of canoeing.
There is always canoe polo, racing, sea
kayaking, marathon and even sailing.
One thing is for sure: canoeing is not a
boring sport.
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Olympic hope: Lt Pete Francis shows the white-water way



My Army: Sl @AY BT

Thirty years
of challenge

Report: Graham Bound
Main picture: Mike Weston

“CHALLENGE!” barked the beefy, fit
looking man each time the phone rang in
his office. He stabbed buttons trying in
vain to divert calls to staff who could help
the callers, but clearly Sir Chay Blyth is
better at manning the pumps than he is
the telephones.

Once upon a time, the single word
uttered with that distinctive Scottish burr
might have been telephone shorthand for
“What apparently impossible task involv-
ing small boats and hostile oceans would
you like me to do now?” These days,
though, it is more likely to mean, “What
would you like me to help you do? Sail the
wrong way around the world, or take a
boat into the Arctic Ocean, perhaps?
Maybe even row the Atlantic?”

Making it possible for relatively ordi-
nary people to do all of these things and
more is what Chay and his company, The
Challenge Business, are all about.

REMARKABLE RACE

Fresh from organising the successful
BT Global Challenge, which in ten
months took a fleet of amateur-crewed
yachts around the world against winds and
currents, and a remarkable transatlantic
rowing race, the company is now organis-
ing sailing expeditions to the Arctic Ocean
and recruiting crews for the next Global
Challenge race in the year 2000.

It’s a full workload for 31 staff, but on
the day Soldier visited, most of these land-
lubbers, the real telephone experts, were
off to the coast, learning the rudiments of
vachting wisdom aboard the fleet of new
boats being prepared for the big race.
Hence Chay’s barely-concealed frustra-
tion with the telephones.

Any sign of tetchiness evaporates, how-
ever, when he is asked about the amateur
adventurers who are now his clients. He
selects all parumpmts for the Chal]enge
Business

Britain's best-known
yachtsman and
one-time Para is
now bringing high
adventure to
ordinary people

Sgt Chay Blyth is honoured at a mess dinner
after his transatlantic rowing adventure

tic shock of white curly hair. “But I'm
only doing it for the crew volunteers. It’s a
religion for them; the same as it was for
me. When I started sailing I couldn’t get
any sponsorship and, like some of them, I
had to sell my house.”

Back in those days of heroic adventure,
finding the money was always a problem,
but a demanding Army career from 1958
to 1967 gave him most of the personal
qualities needed for a career in adventure.

Chay joined the Parachute Regiment
and was promoted fairly rapidly to
sergeant. The regime was, he says, “a
shock to the system,” but it helped him to
develog mm, m md a cnpacny
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He had to wait to test his character
in those epic battles against nature,
but in the early to mid-60s there were
some grim operational tours during
which the young Chay, by this time a pla-
toon leader, was able to prove his mettle.

When he speaks of that time, the
unpleasant memories of the Aden cam-
paign are largely concealed behind flip-
pant words: “A bunch of Arabs who
owned the area were the bad guys and
they were doing naughty things to the
British. Therefore we had to go in an
have a few words with them.”

As is so often the case with sol-
diers, he has more than passing
respect for his one-time enemy.

“They were actually quite
brave people. The hill Arabs
have been fighting since

time began and they are

still fighting. The unfortu-
nate thing was that they
didn’t surrender. You had
to kill the buggers.”

Was he a good soldier?

“I did my bit,” he says qui-
etly. It was another time and
another place, and Chay Blyth
has always been good at complet-
ing one chapter of his life and
moving on.

In the Paras in 1966 moving on
meant a spell back at the depot;
something no one enjoyed. Chay
desperately looked for a way out; any way
out. When John Ridgeway, then an officer
in the regiment, suggested an attempt to
row across the Atlantic, Chay stepped for-
ward. “No one was particularly keen to go
with John, but I had been his platoon
commander and I'd also done canoeing
with him. I said I'd give it a whirl.”

The “whirl” involved defying the grim
predictions of almost everyone on both
sides of the Atlantic, and enduring many
weeks of physical discomfort, hunger and
mental torture. They wrote of this cock-
leshell existence in their shared account of
the voyage: “Three feet on either side of
you and the rest is simply death.” Para
training was invaluable. Their endless

‘duties at the oars reminded the two men of
‘being on stag: two hours on, two hours off.
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Stretching himself: From his company headquarters Sir Chay now brings adventure to others but still seeks the “ultimate challenge”

Chay maintains that there was a divine
element to their success as well. “When we
were at sea, we saw some extraordinary
things. People will explain them with sci-
ence, but for me . ..” His voice trailed off,
unable to put the spiritual feeling into
words.

Since then he has prayed every day
when at sea. “What I say is that every time
I’'m on TV or have a chance for any pub-
licity, I’ll give Him a plug. And<He looks
after me in return. It’s a good deal and it
works.”

INSTANT FAME

When Chay and John arrived back in
Britain both men achieved instant fame,
and Chay, having already given his notice
to the Army, gained the impetus he
needed to seek ever-greater adventures in
the civilian world.

There is some bitterness in his voice
when he talks about the way the Army
establishment treated him after the gréat
voyage. Both men were ordered to help
recruitment by going on a speaking tour.
Chay laughs rather coldly when he
remembers the rigid social framework
which meant John was to tour the gram-
mar schools and he was to do the humble
secondary moderns. Insult was added to
injury when it came the time for gongs.
John was to receive the higher award, the

MBE, from the Queen at Buckingham
Palace, while Chay was to receive a BEM
from a general in Aldershot.

He loved it when the Queen herself

pricked this class bubble. According to
Chay, she said: “Who was the other man?
For heaven’s sake, the two rowed across
the Atlantic. What’s going on here?” Both
men attended Buckingham Palace, and
any lasting resentment there may have
been was totally assuaged when Chay met
the Queen again in 1997: this time to be
knighted.

When the gates of the barracks
slammed shut behind Chay Blyth in 1967,
he embarked on a series of remarkable
sailing achievements, often shared with
serving or ex-Paras because “I knew they
were fit, dedicated and tough, and they
would do almost anything asked of them.”

Among this catalogue of adventures:
the first solo round-the-world voyage
against winds and currents in the yacht
British Steel; first British yacht home in
the 1981-82 Whitbread race and victory
in the 1978 Round Britain Race.

There were close shaves with death, too.
Chay’s trimaran was run down by a ship in
the English channel, and while sailing
with Para Eric Blunn on another tri-
maran, the boat capsized off Cape Horn.
They spent 18 hours in the upturned hull

Chay’s inspirational ocean adventures
ended 10 years ago, mainly because he
ran out of worthwhile goals, and without
these sailing had little appeal. It is a shock
to realise that he does not like sailing for
the sake of it, and perhaps never did. It
has always been the challenge of doing
something first that drives him. “People
are now racing against time and that
doesn’t have the same glamour for me.”

SPIRIT

Now his challenge lies in making it pos-
sible for other people to discover and
enjoy the same spirit which took him
through three decades of challenge.

But is business, no matter how uncon-
ventional, really enough for this man?
Probably in the short term, but he hints
that his days of hands-on adventuring are
not quite over. Choosing his words care-
fully because there is always the risk that
someone else will steal the idea, he spoke
enigmatically of “the ultimate chal-
lenge”.

“It’s out there staring everyone in the
face, but they can’t think of it. It will be
my last ever project.” He added happily:
“All I can tell you is that it has norhing to
do with the sea.”

He would be happier still if it had noth-
mgtodothhtelephonﬂ hutﬂtaxutoo
much maah g ;




Feature

The Battle of Brandywine
was one of a surprisingly
large number of victories
the British won in the
American Revolutionary
Wars. Soldier joined a
battlefield tour to the
Pennsylvania site of what
has become one of
Britain's “forgotten”conflicts

Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Terry Champion

A SMALL road sign at the top of a
leafy hill above Pennsylvania’s Brandy-
wine River valley holds a clue to the area’s
military history.

To the casual visitor, “General Howe
Drive” would mean very little. But it may
surprise them to know that the ground
where they were standing was the site of
one of the most ferocious battles during
the American War of Independence, and
that the British, led by Gen
Sir William Howe, won it
decisively.

The Battle of Brandy-
wine on September 11,
1777, although involving
more soldiers than any
other single action in the
war, has faded into the
mists of time. Despite the
bravery and tactical inge-
nuity of the British troops
and their allies, few reli-
able histories exist of the
conflict and no battle hon-
ours were awarded.

It was this that caught the imagination of
Lt Col Graeme Hazlewood RLC, a British
liaison officer working at the Pentagon. He
decided to carry out a battlefield tour for
British military staff working in the Penta-
gon and embassy to look at the event from
a purely military position, and what sol-
diering was like in the 18th century.

“I have always liked history,” he ex-
plained, “and this is one of those periods in
history which is so badly understood. It is
important, as lessons learnt during the
American War of Independence helped us
during the Napoleonic wars. Most records
were written by the Americans — it’s always
the winners who write the history - so this

o~
O

Right on: American b

The way it was: Lt Col
Graeme Hazlewood, left,
explains battle tactics

was a bit of a blank
period and I became
fascinated.”

That fascination led
Lt Col Hazlewood to
carry out extensive research into the Battle
of Brandywine. So much so, that by the
time the group of military and civilian per-
sonnel set off from Washington for a day in
Pennsylvania to follow the original route,
they had a full and detailed brief of the
battle and profiles of the personalities who
took part.

Gen Howe was the commander of the
British Army in the American colonies
during the war. The American Revolution
had already been fought for more than two
years when he decided on the ambitious
plan to seize the rebels’ capital city,
Philadelphia, from the south. This, he felt,
would be a stunning blow to the Americans

re-enactors add colour to
Brandywine Battlefield tour

and would encourage waverers and loyal-
ists over to the British side.

The Brandywine valley lies to the south-
west of Philadelphia, and it was here that
George Washington decided to place his
troops in defence of the city. They were
positioned by the lower fords across the
Brandywine river, which were, he thought,
the only places to cross. The area in those
days would have been heavily wooded and
very marshy. But Howe had done his
homework and, using local knowledge, was
aware there were also good crossings over
the northern reaches of the river. It was
then he devised his “cunning plan”.

He ordered one of his generals, Wilhelm
von Knyphausen, to mount a holding
attack with 5,000 men against Washing-
ton’s army. He then embarked on a wide
flank march with the remainder of his
troops, crossing the river by its upper
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fords, and fell on the American right flank,
causing Washington to move units from his
centre to meet the threat. At this point
Knyphausen turned his feint into a real
attack, stormed the lower fords and defeat-
ed the troops covering them.

VICTORY

The Americans retreated and Howe had
won the battle, but not the war. For reasons
which remain a mystery he did not pursue
Washington’s army and destroy it, and the
Americans were able to regroup and fight
another day. But the Battle of Brandywine
was a great victory for the British against
the Americans’ strongest army to date.

Those taking part in the battlefield tour,
led by Lt Col Hazlewood, followed the
routes taken by the opposing armies, and
analysed and discussed the tactics. Also
talking them through the battle were Dr

SOLDIER September 1098

Bob Wright, an expert on colonial history,
and Brig Gen John Mountcastle, from the
US Army Centre of Military History.

Despite a gap of more than 200 years,
and the fact that the United States and
Britain are now great allies, some old
rivalries, albeit good-humoured, emerged
from the British and American interpre-
tation of events. But Lt Col Hazlewood
had no doubt in his mind. “The British
and Hessian troops and their officers had
performed faultlessly,” he said.

The battlefield visitors were accompa-
nied by a group of re-enactors dressed in
the uniforms which would have been
worn by the British and rebel soldiers of
the 18th century. The British troops who
fought in the Battle of Brandywine
included the 28th, 23rd and 64th of
Foot, the 71st Highlanders, and the
Light Infantry.

flash”, but the small piece of red ¢l

become the Royal Berkshi
shire
mand of Maj Gen “No- —

Gen

Gen “Mad” Anthony Wayne.
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and to
troops.

Far from being a bad.

ecame one of pride, ang the traditi
down to the present day. =

They want to
be British . . .

FROM New England, down across the
Eastern Seaboard to Florida they come.
Otherwise perfectly normal people who
just happen to enjoy dressing up.

They are the American War of Indepen-
dence re-enactors, but what makes them
slightly more unusual is that they dress
up as the enemy, the British Brigade.

The 100 men, 25 women and various
children who make up the soldiers and
camp followers of the 43rd Regiment of
Foot, just one of the many “British” regi-
ments, call their hobby a way of life.

Paul Loane, the commanding officer of
the regiment, has been a re-enactor for 26
years. When he takes off the scarlet
jacket, buckled shoes and tricorn hat,
and puts on his suit and tie he goes back
to being the Alumni Director for Rutgers
University, the state university of New
Jersey.

AUTHENTIC

The costumes they wear are made to
be as authentic as possible. Jackets and
tunics are copied from original patterns
from the National Army Museum in
London, with three shades of red wool
being used for enlisted men, sergeants
and officers. Material for officers’ jackets
are bought from a specialist company in
the UK.

Attention to detail extends to the but-
tons, which were copies of originals
excavated around New York, and belt
plates, the originals of which were dug up
near York Town, Virginia. Buckled shoes
are made by the Kow Hoo Shoe Company
in Hong Kong and the muskets come
from Italy or Japan.

It costs about $1,200 for a private to
buy all his uniform, with an extra $650 for
the musket. He would also pay for insur-
ance and gunpowder.

Brandywine flash
not from battle

ookl der the com-
int” Grey, was taske
Howe to attack American troops led by Sl:jy

heavily-outny

Separate themselves from other British

ge of shame, the red cloth
on has passed




IF IT'S
A NEW or
A USED CAR,

NATOCARS

Our special Tax Free new car discounts on a wide range
of makes, are also available on many models for Tax
Paid UK use, giving exceptional savings.

All entitled personnel need to do is order a car whilst abroad (UK based
et you on

uniformed personnel also for Peugeot] and your car will me
your return home!

Of course, you will also receive the renowned NATOCARS’
service and everytHng is conducted eas |y by phor.e, fax or post All is
explained in our comprehensive Car Buying Guide - prices; model
brochures; par exchcnge, low rate finance with repayment protection;
discounted insurance with maximum no claims bonus and delivery
anywhere it suifs!

The same service is available for our Guaranteed Quality
Used Car Scheme together with these benefits:
® Most privately owned
14 day no quibble exchange
RAC inspection and report
Fu||y comprehensive warranty
Rescue/ recover:,',-’horr-e, breakdown insurance
National Vehicle Insurance write-off check
Full service check
12 months MOT if applicable
® Service histories
Buying your next car, Tax Free, Tax Paid or used should
be an enjoyable, hassle-free experience and with over 34
years of delivering total satisfaction, Natocars know how

to make it just that. WE GUARANTEE IT!

Can you afford

not to buy from Natocars?
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2 IRnarocars =z
Bk SN A Rew arding Experience - ‘ny,h o
Membership
is your
Security

Natocars Lid ® Wylds Road ® Bridgwater ® Somerset ® TAS 4BH 4
T 01278 455555 @ Fax: 01278 450394 @ Email: sales@natocars.co.uk i

MESS
DRESS

We offer you personal service
and guaranteed satisfaction

UK Tel: 0113 282 6102
Fax: 0113 282 1457
BAOR tel: 05751 15087
BAOR mobile 0171 5261340

UNIFORMAL

YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR

Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 ONU.

DIRECTORS: Kenneth van Dungie (mng); Lilian van Dungie (sec).

G.B.Golding Ltd.

Military Livery and Civilian Tailors
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Our Representative will call at your
request. Ring (01727) 841321 -

Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to:
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW

; >
Q
o
@
v
7]

September 1998 SOLDIER



Kitstop

Virtual Apach

Flying the
cyber ‘copter

Reports: Graham Bound

APACHE, the Army’s planned new heli-
copter, is a sinister battlefield prowler
boasting truly terrifying tank-busting
capabilities.

Not surprisingly, only the very best of
the best flyers and crews are going to get
their hands on Apache, so heartfelt com-
miserations to those who fancy them-
selves as the ultimate chopper aces. The
odds are stacked against you.

Never mind. We bring news of a desir-
able consolation prize: a breathtakingly
realistic new computer game which,
according to the manufacturers, is not
far short of a professional simulator.

Team Apache, available from comput-
er games specialists Mindscape, is said to
have been designed with the help of
American Apache pilots.

Although it is not modelled strictly on
the British Longbow variant, the speed
and graphics of this game are realistic
and exciting enough to make the point
merely academic.

The software includes “missions”
ranging from anti-narcotics operations
against Colombian drugs barons to full-
scale combat in the republics of the
former USSR.

An “interactive flight environment”

B e

enables two or more players to compete
against each other, possibly even over
the internet. The sensations of turbulence
and explosion are also monitor-trem-
blingly real.

Crew management comes into the
game plan. Chief pilots have to take care
of team recruitment, training and morale.

It is only a game, remember, but
“flying” this bit of software (which you
can do on any PC fitted with windows 95
and a CD ROM drive) is probably the
next best thing to flying a real Apache.

Soldier and Mindscape have one copy
of the computer game to give away (see
right) but if you don’t feel lucky, then
just put £40 in your pocket and head for
your nearest games dealer. Otherwise,
give distributors Hallmark a ring on
01664 481563.

Set your sights on
Team Apache

We'have one of theselgreat
games to give away.
Justanswerghis guestion:
WhichBri rmy.Gorps

Apache?.

willloper.

Entries marked Apache
ona postcardito Soldier
by'September 30.

First correct answer out of the hat
wins and our decision is final.
Find our address on Page 70.

Make mine a Python

PICTURED left is Python, a new rocket-
launched battlefield mine clearance
system which has been successfully fired
for the first time on a military range in
Canada.

According to the Ministry of Defence,
when further tests have been completed,
the Royal Engineers will be equipped
with one of the best pieces of equipment
of its type in the world. The new kit uses
a single rocket to propel an explosive-

filled hose up to 230 metres across a
minefield. The subsequent detonation
can clear a path seven metres wide.
Python operates on a similar principle
to the 1950s-vintage Viper, which it
replaces, but does so with greater accura-
cy and range. Up to two trailer-mounted
Pythons can be deployed simultaneously
by the Engineers’ Chieftain Assault Vehi-
cle (CHAVRE), giving them the ability to
clear paths more than 400 metres wide. P,
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THE BLACK WATCH
REGIMENTAL
MUSEUM

BALHOUSIE CASTLE, PERTH

Treasures of the 42nd/73rd
Highland Regiments.
250 years of British Military History.
Paintings, Silver, Colours, Uniforms.

MAY to SEPT - Monday to Saturday
(including Public Holidays)
10am - 4.30pm
(Closed last Saturday of June)

OCT to APRIL -Monday to Friday
10am - 3.30pm.
(Closed 23 Dec - 5 Jan incl)
OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT.
TEL: PERTH (01738) 621281 Ext 8530

Admission Free.
Donations to Museum funds.
CAR PARK

REME MUSEUM

Arborfield Garrison,
just off the A327

Open:

Mon - Fri: 09.00 - 12.30
and 14.00 - 16.30

(Fri - 16.00)

For information: REME
Museum, Isaac Newton Road,
Arborfield, Reading RG2 9NJ

Tel: 0118 976 3567
Fax: 0118 976 3563

THE ARGYLL &
SUTHERLAND
HIGHLANDERS
The Castle, Stirling
FK8 1EH
Tel: 01786 475165

The museum contains fine displays of
Silver, Colours, Uniforms, Medals,
Weapons, artefacts and a World War 1
trench and dioramas with commentaries.

Entry free — donations welcome.

Open Apr - Oct, Mon - Sar 1000 - 1730,

Sun 1100 - 1630. Apr - Oct 1000 - 1600

Royal Monmouthshire
Royal Engineers (Militia)

Castle and Regimental Museum
Senior Regiment of the Reserve Army

& Monmouth’s Early Defences
Medieval Herb Garden

2 - 5 pm daily in summer
2 - 4 pm weekends in winter

at Monmouth Castle Free entry 01600 772175

SOUTH
WALES
BORDERERS
MUSEUM

The Barracks, Brecon,

Powys LD3 7EB
Telephone: 01874 613310
E-mail: rrw @ukonline.co.uk
300 years of history.

Zulu wars. Large medal collection
and armoury.

Open: Oct to Mar (weekdays only)

0900 - 1300 and 1400 - 1700

Cheshire Military
Museum

Open 10am - 5pm seven days
except 22 Dec - 2 Jan.
Last entry 4.30pm
Special Art & Sudan
exhibition for 1998.
The Castle, Chester CH1 2DN
Telephone: (01244) 327617
Small charge & disabled access

MILITARY MUSEUM

at The Keep, Bodmin

The history of a famous
County Regiment, The Duke ‘
of Cornwall's Light Infantry.
Fascinating displays of
uniforms, weapons,
medals and much more. |
Open during normal business hours
and on Sundays during July and
August 10am - 5pm
or by appointment at other times.
Tel: 01208 72810

Adults: £2 Children: 50p

The Essex
Regiment

" | Museum
Qaklands Park, Moulsham Street,
Chelmsford. Tel: (01245) 353066

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - Spm
Sun 2 - Spm
Closed 25 & 26 December 1998

Admission Free. Parking Free

The Royal

%/ "“EGreen Jackets

g;ﬁ; Museum

Peninsula Barracks,

Romsey Road, Winchester

S023 8TS Tel: 01962 828549
Open: Mon-Sat 1000-1300

& 1400-1700. Sundays 12-4pm.

Open all year except 14 days at

N

THE GURKHA MUSEUM
ROMSEY ROAD .
WINCHESTER

S023 8TS
Tel: (01962) 842832 Fax: (01962) 877597
The unique and exciting Gurkha story
OPEN: MON - SAT 10am - 5pm
(Closed Sundays)
Reg charity No 272426

Christmas.
RovaL HAMPSHIRE
@ REGIMENT MUSEUM &
MEMORIAL GARDEN
Serle’s House, Southgate Street,
Winchester, Hampshire S023 93G.
Telephone: (01962) 863658
Memorabilia of The Royal Hampshire
Regiment from 1702 - 1992,
Open: Mon - Fri (all year except
Christmas/New Year) 1000 - 1230 &
1400 - 1600. Apr - Oct - Sat, Sun &
Bank Holidays 1200 - 1600.

The King's Royal
Hussars Museum
in Winchester

Peninsula Barracks, Winchester,
Hampshire SO23 8TS
Telephone: (01962) 828539

Open: Tues - Fri 10am - 4pm
Sat &Sun
Closed Mondays
(unless Bank Holiday then 12 - 4pm)

LIGHT INFANTRY MUSEUM
Peninsula Barracks, Romsey Road,
Winchester, Hants SO23 8TS
Tel: 01962 828530
This Museum shows glimpses of
the distant past, but concentrates
on a modern Regiment and more
recent events around the world -
Berlin Wall, Gulf War and Bosnia.

ADMISSION FREE

ARMY
PHYSICAL
TRAINING

CORPS

MUSEUM
c/o ASPT, Fox Lines,
Queens Avenue

Aldershot, Hampshire

GUI11 2LB Tel: 01252 347168
or 01252 347131

e

APTC history since 1860 including
development of physical training
in the Army, APTC international

and Olympic sportsmen, evolution

of athletic equipment and
instructors’ dress, etc.

Open Mon to Thurs 0900-1600 & Fri
0900-1230. Weekends and Bank Holidays
by appointment only.

QARANC MUSEUM
% devoted to the history of military
: nursing from Florence Nightingale
" and the Crimea to modern day con-
flicts with uniforms, medals, photographs,
diaries, memorabilia. Now fully open in its
modern redesigned location.

Opening times: Mon - Fri 0830 - 1530
(excluding Bank Holidays). Evenings,
weekends, groups by arrangement.
Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Aldershot,
Hants GUI12 5RQ Tel: 01252 340320
Collocated with RAMC Museum

#_ RAMC HISTORICAL
£ MUSEUM

Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Aldershot,
Hants GUI2 5RQ. Tel: 01252 340212

The museum tells the story of the medical
care of the Army from the formation of
the Standing Army in 1660 until the
present day. Also an ambulance display
and the Corps Memorial Chapel.
Open Monday to Friday: 0830 - 1530
W/E & evenings by arrangement.

Groups welcome.

& Apr to Sept (daily)
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Museum of the
Royal Guernsey Militia

Castle Cornet, St Peter Port, Guernsey
Tel: 01481 721657
With its origins in the 13th Century, the
Guernsey Militia is possibly the oldest mili-

tary unit in the service of the British croun.
The museum includes uniform, weapons and
equipment of the Militia, the Militia Artillery

the Roval Guernsey Light Infantry from
the 18th Century until disbandment in 1940,

THE BUFFS MUSEUM
(ROYAL EAST KENT REGIMENT)
CANTERBURY

Housed in the High Street Royal Museum
and Art Ganerg_ Canterbury, Kent CT1 2RA.
Telephone 01227 452747, The story of one
of England’s oldest infantry regiments.
Includes extensive medal collection; drums;
silver, uniforms; weapons; some sporting

and leisure Ogursuils. Open Monday to
Saturday 10.00 - 17.00 Admission free.

ROYAL REGIMENT AND
QUEEN’S MUSEUM
Open all year 1000 - 1600 winter
1000 - 1800 summer

ﬁ THE PRINCESS OF WALES’S

| Over four centuries of living history, over
200,000 visitors last year. Exhibition
| includes: WWI wench experience; interactive
| videos of WWII; medal display and the story
of the Victoria Cross (56 awarded); one of the
largest portable drum displays in the Army for
hire: the story of the 12 forebear regiments of
the PWRR. Entrance fee as per Dover Castle.
Entrance to museum free.
Join our Friends - contact Mr A Booth on
01227 595542

THE QUEEN’S
LANCASHIRE REGIMENT
Incorporating the collectables

and archives of
The East Lancashire Regiment,
The South Lancashire Regiment,
The Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire),
The Lancashire Regiment, Militia,
Volunteers and Territorials.
Fulwood Bks, Preston, Lancs PR2 8AA.
Telephone: 01772 260362
Open Tuesday - Thursday 0930-1630 or
MUSEUM

by appointment
ﬁ LLANCASHIRE
Discover the history of this famous
British Regiment from its foundation in
1688 and its connection with Wolfe,
Wellington and Napoleon.
Open: Every day except Wed & Sun
09.30 - 16.30. Closed Christmas &
Easter. Open Bank Holiday Mondays

Admission: Adults £2.00, OAPs & children £1.00
Wellington Barracks, Bolton Rd, Bury BLS 2PL

THE FUSILIERS
REGIMENTAL

THE QUEEN’S ROYAL
IRISH HUSSARS MUSEUM
Sussex Combined Services

Museum, The Redoubt

Fortress, Royal Parade,
Eastbourne BN22 7AQ

Tel: 01323 410300
Open April - November 1998,

0930 -1730

Admission: Adults £2.00,
Family ticket (2+2) £5.50,
Under 16/over 60s £1.00

For further information phone:
Major P J Timmons 0171 414 8782

THE QUEEN’S OWN
HUSSARS MUSEUM

Lord Leycester
Hospital, High Street,
Warwick CV34 4BH

Tel: 01926 492035
3 Open: Summer 1000-1700
= & Winter 1000-1600

(Closed Mondays and Christmas Day)

Admission: Adults £2.75,
OAPs & students £2.00
children £1.50

For further information phone:
Major P J Timmons 0171 414 8782

Telephone: 0161 764 2208

Apsley House
The Wellington Museum
Tel: 0171 499 5676

Open Tues - Sun: 1100 - 1700
Last admission: 1630
Closed Mon except Bank holidays, Good
Friday, 24-26 Dec and 1 Jan

The palatial interiors of Apsley House,
No 1 London, home of the first Duke of
Wellington, house his magnificent collec-
tion of paintings, porcelain, sculpture,
Jurniture, silver, swords; many objects
gifts of grateful nations after the
Peninsular and Waterloo victories.

NEWHAVEN FORT

Fort Road, Newhaven, E Sussex
BNO 9DL.. Tel: 01273 517622
Restored Victorian fort housing a
military and wartime collection and
D-Day exhibition. The Dieppe raid,
the Sussex Yeomanry and the Roval
Observer Corps.

Open daily 2 April to 31 October
and weekends during
March 1030 - 1800.

Admission charge.

RovaL
MILITARY
PoricE MUSEUM
Rouissillon Bks, Chichester

W Sussex (on AZ86

Midhurst Rd)
OPEN: Tues-Fri,
Jan-Dec 1030-1230

& 13.30-1630

plus extra

Sat & Sun
Apr-Sept, 1400-1730
FREE ADMISSION Tel: 01243 534225

ROYAL ENGINEERS
MUSEUM

Prince Arthur Road, Gillingham, Kent
ME4 4UG Tel: 01634 822229
Open: Mon-Thurs 10am-5pm - all year
Sat, Sun & Bank Holiday Mondays
11.30am-5pm
Friday by appointment only
Disabled access throughout. Shop,
refreshments & ample secure parking.
Prize-winning designated museum!

The Royal
Logistic
Corps
Museum

Deepcut, Camberley, Surrey
Tel: 01252 340871
Mon - Fri: 1000 - 1600 Sat: 1000 - 1500
Closed Sundays and Public Holidays
Free admission. Fully accessible to the
disabled with special parking.

When responding to these
advertisements please
mention Soldier magazine

15th/19th THE KING'S
ROYAL HUSSARS,
NORTHUMBERLAND
HUSSARS AND THE
LIGHT DRAGOONS

“A Soldier's Life”, Newcastle
Discovery, Blandford Square,
Newecastle-Upon-Tyne, NE1 4]JA.
Tel: 0191 232 6789

Many other interesting
galleries within the
Museum

Open Mon-Sart 10.00-17.00
& Public Holidays excluding Good
Friday, Christmas Day, Boxing
Day & New Year's Day
Open Sun 14.00-17.00

GREEN
5 HOWARDS
MUSEUM

faiiesd

Trinity Church Square, Richmond,
North Yorkshire DLI0O 40N
Tel: 01748 822133

&

2

H
X

This famous North Yorkshire Regiment
was founded in 1688 and its campaigns
from 1690 onwards are illustrated with
original uniforms, gallantry award
medals, Regimental silver and many
other relics, including interactive video
of WW1 and CD ROM. Also some of
Richmond'’s historic plate.

1 FEB - 31 MAR: Mon-Fri 10.00 - 430pm
(Sat & Sun closed)
1 APR - Mid MAY: Mon-Sat & Easter Day
(Sun closed)

Mid MAY - End of SEPT:
Mon-Sat: 9.30am-4.30pm & Sun: 2-4.30pm
End of SEPT - 31 OCT: Mon-Sat 9.30 - 4.30pm

(Sun closed)
1 NOV - 30 NOV Mon-Fri: 10am-4.30pm
(Sun closed)
Open at other times by appointment.
Closed DEC - 1 JAN

X
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CHARGEY

The collection is housed within Cannon
Hall Museum and Country Park,
Cawthorne, near Barnsley, S Yorkshire
S$75 4AT. Tel no: 01226 790270

Re-opened in June 1997, our new
galleries tell the story of the Regiment’s
history from 1715-1992 which includes

Waterloo, Balaklava and the Charge of the
Light Brigade (audio visual), Boer War,
World Wars 1 & 11, Malaya and the
Regiment of today, The Light Dragoons.

Opening hours:
Tuesday - Saturday 1030am - S5pm
Sunday 12 - Spm
Closed Mondays but open Bank Holidays
Closed Good Friday and Christmas period
6 miles West of Barnsley on A635.
Park, WC (limited access disabled)
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Treasures of the
National Army Museum

- see Page 69




ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION

REGIQTERED CHARITY NO. 238197

FOR HIM

SW Stable Belt. Small, Medium. Large

§ Brown ther Belt. RA Gun Badge on buckle
S101A  Black/Brown e Leather Belt. RHA Cypher on buckle
BLAZER BADGES - GOLD & SILVER WIRE

Selection of Blazer Badges RA, RAA and RA Cypher. Navy and Black

H.!I Gun Mounted (Large)
Flat with Gun Mounted (Small
Flat with Engj Cypher (La
3 Flat with En, Cypher (Sn
576 Flat with Die Struck RA Badge (La arge)
877 Flat with Die Struck RA Badge (Small)
CAP BADGES
S104  RA-Sm
SI04A RA - Lar
S104B  Brass
SIME KGVI - La
CAR BADGES
S§112  Gold RA Cypher on Blue background

P42B  RAA Windscreen Sticker — Round (Interior).

(.HI\ A MUG

ark Blue China Mug with RA Gun Badge in Yellow
(.UH'H'- MUG

S74 Coffee Mug - Stoneware Poutery. RA Badge Relief
CUFF LINKS

S44 Lz round, gilt metal with
S44A  Gilt Oval Cuff Links. Regimer
Swivel link fin

(Brass)

(Brass) Cap Bad;
1 Plate (Reprodu
ge (Brass) Cap Badge Revoly

EIIR Revolving Wheel
Victorian ¢ 1878)
2 Wheel. (Restrike)

I(n urs. Zig Zag design.

545 Domed Oval. Torpedo fitting
546 Oval ‘ill\u Ha \]lmnl.ul[ I inks with Gift RA
S48 i RA

CUMMERBUND
567 Silk. Zig Zag - Regimental Colours.
DIARY

Pol Pocket Diary - ha

One month 1o

dback. Black with embossed RA Gun Badg

for casy fill

lue Leather RA Gun Ba

n I.‘m[ ather T ab

\Il DAL HOLDER
S$66 Medal Holder

saves

ng your suil etc

ht approx 13" includes plinth

S1
: height 10" includes plinth
I SA80

approx 7

Includes 1'52"
$134D RHAF igunne ¢ 1840, '\ ntique silver finish. Height approx 4%¢"
Includes '2" black base

\1(3!3” FIGURES - Bronze
15

e Artillery
d RA (SLR)

ze includes framed details of R
RHA Gunner c1809 Bronze includes framed d

Is of Reg
MODEL FIGURES - Hand Painted
137 RHA Offic
S144  RHA Drive
MODEL t.l\ ~ Painted
5155
Si57 2erar (
SIS8 25 Pdr. S: (

591 18 Pdr.

MODEL €
S81B

de with Crystal handle
Solid Brass Dagger Paperknife - RA Badg
APERWEIGHT
Crystal Domed Paperwe
ON BOOK CASE
Bonded Leather pension book case. Embosse

RA Cypher
icf on handle

ht RA Cypher or Gun Badge

SHIELDS & BANNERETTE
518 Shield - Gun Badge
519 Shield - Gun Badge R.mm n He:
S84A  RA Gun Badge Banner. Embroidere

B l.pru.md‘mlhﬁnl:il—d
SE4B  RHA Cypher Bannerette. F

sels. 9 12" x 12/

Backgi " x 12!
SB4C  Heraldic RA Badge on Red Painted Wooden Shield 7° x 6" with
Royal Regiment of Artillery Scroll
SB4D  Superb Wooden Shield 8"x 10" - Hand Painted Re Artillery Crest
588 Wooden Shield 5 RA Cypher in Pewter with Scrol
| Regiment of Artillery

OR PRESE
SPECTACLE CASE
543 Leather effect case in Brown. RA Badge & Cypher
SWEATSHIRTS/SWEATERS/PULLOVERS

524 Sweatshirt - Navy Blue - RA Gun Badge
olyester. Medium - Large

52¢ 00l/50% Acrylic J.ur-;zﬁ]ru\\.\(ﬁm

RA Gun Badge Embroidered. Sizes 38", 40°, 4%, 46" {-Ih
I \\'h ARDS
S | Pint Stonewa: tery Tankard - RA Badge relief

5119 Lidded Heavy Gauge Tankard with Mounted RA Gun Badge.
5120 RA Cypher Exched ‘Superior Quality” | Pint Pewter
S120A Su;\nm Quality 1 Pinl Pewter Tankard — M

S121 d Quality” 1 ewler.
SI121A ankard RA Gun Badge
S170

S171  Crystal: Ha and Cut 1 Pint Tank Gun Badge

RAA - RA Cypher on Blue - 4" Blade

H! ade

S

ooth llnh}'

¢ 7
Ready made Bow Tie
RA - Regimental Zig Za)

B]ade Smo |:lh finish

2
564C/CClip-On - RA Regimental Zig Zag - 3" Blade. Smooth finish.

564D RA - Regimental Zig Zag - 3" Blade. Silk.
S64E  Silk, Self-Tie Bow Tie. Zig Zag Regimental colours

. Torpedo fitting

Chain Link

in Gold

ter Hip Flask. Mounted RA Gun Badge. In presentation box with funnel

9" x 12"

(Scale 1/48)

(Scale 1/48)

(Scale 1/72)
(Scale 1772)

Gold & SH\H Wire on Navy Blue

& Silver Wire on Navy Blue

ted RA Gun Badge

19.50

66,50
45.90
51.00

39.80

27.90

76.00
76.00
76.00
76.00
76.00
76.00
76.00
51.50
63.00

120.00
120.00

2450
30.55
30.55
29.65

w

21.50
6.00

24.60

435

19.00

21.50

16.50
12.40

CHRISTMAS
GIFT
SUGGESTIONS

CHRISTMAS CARDS 1998
REGIMENTAL COAT OF
ARMS WITH RIBBON
AND INSERT

We have a small selection of previous
years' cards that can be purchased.

Quote Ref: Sol 98

Orders with remittances to:
ARTILLERY HOUSE,
Front Parade,
Royal Artillery Barracks,
Woolwich
London SE18 4BH.
Tel: 0181-781 3022
0181-317 4577 ext 213
Fax: 0181-781 3706
Fax: 0181-894 3617

-

United Kingdom

and Europe
Surface Mail
z
TIE PIN
S130  9¢ct Gold RA Grenade Stick Pin. 33.20
TIE SLIDE
S48A  Red Enamel Shicld Tie Slide. RA Gun Badge in Gold. 5.80
S114  Large Round, Gilt metal - engraved RA Badge.
(Compatible with 44 Cuff Links) 11.00
5163 Tie Slide/Grip. Gilt Enamel RA Badge 6.00
TIE TACKS

529 RAA Badge/Stick Pin

$29C  RA Tie Tack/Lapel Badge. Gilt Enamel Squeeze Pin. Individually boxed.

830 Desert Army - Lapel Badge. Gilt Enamel Squeeze Pin. Individually boxed
ATS, WRAC, Women's Land Army, QARANC WAAFS.

S113  RA Badge/Stick Pin. Individually boxed.

$159  Gilt Enamel RA Badge Tie Tack and Chain,

TRAY PURSE

$102  Black Leather Tray Purse. Embassed RA Badge. Large

5102A  Black Leather Tray Purse. Embossed RA Badge. Small.

UMBRELLA
s12 Gentleman's Walking Length Umbrella. Cane (Whangee) Handle.

Regimental Colours. 24.45
WALL

S105B  Black Leather Notec
S$105C  Durable Brown Lea

MEDAL MOUN I ING SE R\*l( E

e. Gilt Cor
erette. Notes

Mounted. RA Gun Badge in Gold 1295
oin Case. RA Gun Badge in Gold 435
- SIZE OR MINIATURE.

ETAILS ON REQUEST.

ZIPPO LIGHT! ‘R
S13 Zippo Lighter - badge RA. 12.50
FOR HER

HRO(}CH}‘\

Sweetheart Brooch - Gilt. Small RA Gun Badge on Bar 4.50
E?l) RA Badge. Sterling Silver with Marcasite Laurel Surround 39.50
S80  RA Badge. Sterling Silver and Marcasite 36.00
S80A  RHA Cypher. Sterling Silver and Marcasite. 31.00
§127  RA Cypher - Hallmarked Silver, 28.00
SI127A  RA Cypher - Silver Gilt 32.50
S128  RA Grenade. Sterling Silver and Marcasite, 31.00
SI111 RA Badge Gilt - brooch fitting. 265

COMPACTS
S11I0A STRATTON Gilt *Athena’ patiern compact. Loose or Solid Powder.

Engraved RA Cypher. 18.55
S110B STRATTON Gilt *Athena” patiem compact. Loose or Solid Powder
graved RA Gun Badge 18.55
EARRINGS
S126  RA Grenade earrings. Silver and Marcasile. Pierced fitting
(Complements $128 Brooch) 29.50

PERFUME BOTTLE
S173 Executive Crystal Pyramid Perfume Bottle. Fuschia design,

with engraved RA Cypher or Gun Badge. 2020
PILL BOX
5109  STRATTON Gilt *Athena’ pattern Mini Pill Box. Engraved RA Cypher. 14.75
51094 STRATTON Gilt *Athena’ pattern Mini Pill Box. Engraved RA Gun Badge. 1475
SPOONS
8§53 PRESENTATION BOX: Hinged Velvet Lined Display Case.

To hold up to six spoons with satin lid showing 2 Royal Warrants. 21.97
554 Polished Silver Plated Tea Spoon. RA Grenade Design. Supplied in clear

top display box. 5.95
855 Polished Silver Plated Coffee Spoon. RA Gun Badge Design

Supplied in clear top display box 5.30

856 Hallmarked Sterling Silver Tea Spoon. RA Grenade Design

Supplied in clear top display box 19.80
$57  Hallmarked Sterling Silver Coffee Spoon. RA Gun Badge Design.

Supplied in clear top display box 19.05
TRINKET BOX
$95  White Porcelain, Cobalt Blue Band with Gold Keyline and RA Cypher in

Gold on Lid. In tasteful presentation box 12.50
ADDRESS/TELEPHONE BOOK
5108 Blue - Embossed RA Cypher in Gold 84" x 6 955
ASH TRAYS
597 China Ash Tray - Oblong - Cobalt Blue Band with Gold Keyline and

RA Cypher in Gold 9.35
SU8  China Ash Tray - Square - Cobalt Blue Band with Gold Keyline and

RA Cypher in Gold 8.75
BRANDY BOWLS
S$60 “Claudia’ Plain Crystal Brand Bowl. RA Cypher. 9.60
$168  Executive Crystal Hand Cut Brandy Bowl. Large 200z. 24.60
CRYSTAL CLOCK
§174  Small Clock - Lead Crystal - RA Cypher or Gun Badge. 33.35
CRYSTAL DECANTERS
$58 “rystal Decanter - RA Cypher Engraved. 49.50
859 al Decanter - RA Gun Badge Engraved. 49.50
5166  Executive Crystal Hand Cut Square Decanter

RA Cypher or Gun Badge. 57.50
HORSE BRASSES
S86 RA Gun Badge on Black Leather Martingale 590
S86A  RHA Cypher on Black Leather Martingale. 5.70
SE6B D’ Day Normandy Campaign on Black Leather Martingale. 7.10
S86C  VE Brass on Black Leather Martingale 1945-1995 550
586D VI Brass on Black Leather Martingale 1945-1995 550
ICE BUCKET
592 Regimental Drum replica ice bucket 2470
MATS - TABLE
593 Laquered Table Mats — Blue. RA Cypher in Gold 114" x 84",

Heat Resistant to 65°C (149°F) 6.45
5938 Laquered Table Mats - Red. Round 9" Circumference.

RA Cypher in Gold. Heat Resistant o 65°C 6.45
PAPER NAPKINS
565 White Paper Napkin 15" x 15" (If collected) 5.00

RA Cypher in One Corner in Red or Blue, per 100 (If posted) 8.00

Laserpoint Pen — permanently engraved with
TILL Y ASSOCIATION

ONCE r\ GUNNER ALWAYS A GUNNER 335
TEA TOWEL
S85C  Gunner Animals. 270
WHISKY GLASS
5167  Executive Hand Cut Crystal Whisky Glass. Large

Wllhu ved RA Cypher or Gun Badge 13.50
WINE GLASSES
S60 “Claudia’ Crystal Wine Glass - 190ml. RA Cypher engraved. 9.00,
S60A  “Claudia’ Crystal Goblet - 230ml. RA Cypher engraved 9.00
S60B  ‘Claudia’ Crystal Claret Glass — 230ml. RA Cypher engraved. 9.00
$169  Executive Crystal Hand Cut Goblet 17.20
ZIG ZAG RIBBON
S8 Panama Hat Ribbon per metre 1.65
59 Y:" Zig Zag ribbon — suitable as trimming for stationery per metre 1.25

EXECUTIVE CRYSTAL
RA GUN BADGE or RA CYPHER ENGRAVED ATTRACTIVE
SELECTION OF HAND DECORATED
LEAD CRYSTAL GIFTS.

MOST ITEMS CAN BE PERSONALISED WITH YOUR CHOICE OF
MESSAGE TO CELEBRATE THAT SPECIAL OCCASION.
FURTHER DETAILS ON REQUEST.

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to the Royal Artillery Association. In the case of cheques from abroad, these should be drawn on a British Bank in Steriing, or Money Orders and Postal Orders should be sent in Sterling.
Foreign cheques attract a substantial handling :harae Visitors to our Shop at Artillery House will save poslages on the above home prices

Prices include Value Added Tax and Postage for U

QUOTED PRICES REFER TO EXISTING STOCK, AND CHANGES MAY BE NECESSARY WHEN FRESH STOCKS ARE PURCHASED.

For BFPO deslinations VAT is not attracted on orders. However, the cos! of postage normally compensates for the VAT except in the case of large orders. Savings, often considerable, will
result when a number of items are sent together. An adjustment will be made if necessary.
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Edited by Anthony Stone

Champions again

In @ commading
performance, the
Army triumphed

in the Inter-Service
cricket festival in
Portsmouth,
retaining the title
for the third
consecutive year

RAF v Army

THE first day of the Inter-Service festival
started well for the Royal Air Force but
ended badly. They won the toss and
decided to bat, with the Lumb/Bray part-
nership, which has so often in the past
been the deciding factor in RAF and
Combined Services games, starting in
ominously good form.

A smart piece of fielding accounted for
Glyn Lumb, who just failed to scrabble
home in a close run-out decision. This
started the rot, and, despite 31 from Flt
Sgt Brian Phillips, RAF wickets fell at cru-
cial stages to some tight Army fielding and
bowling. The final total of 180 for seven
never really looked enough.

Things are not always as they look and
two quick wickets added a bit of spice to
the match. However, skipper Capt Chris

St George crafted a finely-judged innings,
made all the better by his knowing that
previous Army batting performances had
been brittle once he departed.

With help from Sgt Nick Palmer and a
fine exhibition of power and guile from Sig
Keith Ford, the Army won the game in
the 41st over. Chris St George won the
Man of the Match award.

RAF 180-7 (50 overs) (SAC M Bray 77).

Army 182 for 4 (41 overs) (Capt Chris St
George 72 not out. Sig Ford 58 not out. Army
won by six wickets.

Royal Navy v RAF
Royal Navy won by 34 runs

Army v Royal Navy
The prospects of a close and exciting
match on the final day looked on as both

Silly point: The umpire takes evasive action during the Army’s victory over the RAF in Portsmouth in the Inter-Service cricket festival
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First-class delivery: Maj Jim Cotterill finds his line while RAF batsman SAC Paul Turner looks on

the Royal Navy and Army teams had
shown what good competitors they were.
In the end the Army comfortably won a
match that did not fluctuate much out of
their favour.

The Royal Navy openers got off to a
good start but then tight bowling and
good fielding restricted the total to 213.
Maj James Carr-Smith took 4 for 38.

Capt Adrian Grinonneau and Cpl Steve
Hole put on 130 for the first wicket which
virtually destroyed any hope of a Royal
Navy victory.

The Army recorded a third consecutive
Inter-Service championship triumph in
the 46th over. Cpl Hole was named Man
of the Match and Maj Carr-Smith Man of
the Series for his fine bowling.

Army won by six wickets.

| D st oty

%

Pictures: Mike Weston
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MOTOR-CYCLING

CAPT Jamie Clarke knows a thing or two

Vroom at the top

about adrenalin sports. A former Com-
bined Services Alpine skier and former
Army Alpine champion, he has tried his
hand at some of the most exhilarating
around.

“But none of them are anything on this,"
he told Soldier. “It’s absolutely barking.”

Clarke, of 27 Transport Regt RLC, hits
speeds of 160mph plus when he races in
the ultra-competitive Formula 600 super-
sport series.

“After a slow start to the season with
problems setting up the new bike, I am
now running in the top six or seven out of
an average grid size of 35 to 40,” he said.

Although he has been riding motor
cycles for ten years, he started racing only
last year. “My best yet was a second place
at Snetterton in June. It has taken a lot of
hard work and dedication to improve to
this standard.”

Clarke has had two spills at more than
100mph this year, but managed to walk
away from them both. “The bike required
a little more attention than I did,” he said.

“I have another three or four meetings
this season at various circuits around the

Fast lane: Capt Jamie Clarke, inset, takes a bend in front of a rival

UK. After this the bike will need a com-
plete strip-down and rebuild to include
the addition of some improvements to
power and handling.

“Having completed a full season, we
now know all the tracks and have built up
enough experience and information to
mount a realistic challenge for the cham-

pionship next year. By mid-season next
year we hope to be at a level where we
could have a go at qualifying for a few
national supercup meetings, as seen on
television.

“This is obviously dependent on fund-
ing, sponsorship and how quick we are
running at the time.”

FOOTBALL

Fan club: RLC TA PTI WO2 Sue Smith, with Cpl Gordon Greene, left,
and Cpl Jason Boston, show off their favourite side’s colours

Thrilled with thrashing

RLC Territorial Army PT experts were thrilled when their team
received a walloping from Grantham Town FC. This year the pro-
fessional footballers put their training into the hands of the mili-
tary at Prince William of Gloucester Barracks, Grantham.

WO2 Sue Smith and her six-strong team of instructors spent
two hours a day honing the side’s fitness agility and fighting spirit.
Just how good a job they had done became clear when the “Gin-
gerbreads” took on the soldiers’ comrades in a pre-season friend-
ly. The RLC TA team remained glorious even in their 14-0 defeat.
The tactics Smith and her team of specialists used included
weight-training, assault courses and basketball.

Combined Services (UK) and Army skipper WO2 Alan Higgins (R
Sigs) holds aloft the Kentish Cup won by the Combined Services

Kentish Cup winners

NO wonder he looks happy. WO2 Alan Higgins is pictured after
receiving the Kentish Cup for the only European Forces soccer
competition.

Originally the Kentish Cup involved the Belgian and French
Armed Forces with those in the UK.

The Dutch replaced the French about ten years ago, changing
the balance of the competition because the Belgians and the
Dutch were able to draw on star players who were doing Nation-
al Service.

UK Combined Services won the trophy last season with 3-1
and 4-0 wins against the Belgians and Netherlands respectively.
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YOU’RE on the slippery slope when
you get a taste for this sort of thing and
here is your chance to try it.

The Army Winter Sports Association
is holding its 1998 ice camp at the
former Olympic venue of Lillehammer,
Norway, from October 15 to 22 and 22

Let us slei

Cool customer: Chill out learning the winter sports of luge, bobsleigh an

et Al

d skeleton

to 29. This is your opportunity to learn
the thrilling sports of bobsleigh, luge
and skeleton.

Transport and accommodation will
be arranged by the Sport Board, which
is contactable at JHQ, BFPO 140 or
telephone JHQ Mil 2545/2602.

L T — . N
Shooters bang on

target in Canada

DESPITE a mix-up over their ammuni-
tion, the British Army combat shooting
team was bang on target during the Cana-
dian Forces Skill-at-Arms competition
held at Connaught Ranges and Primary
Training Centre, Ottawa.

The marksmen were hoping to use up
the balance of the 5.56mm ammunition
left over by last year’s team. But staff at the
training centre destroved it before the
team arrived.

The problem was compounded by
Canadian Customs’ refusal to allow the
main consignment, held in Montreal, to
be released to Ottawa for the stipulated
delivery deadline.

It was evenrually released 60 hours
before the main competition started.
Although by this time most of the team
had sighted in with C77 and were under-
standably reluctant to change to British
ammunition, the decision was made to do
s0. Some hurried re-zeroing and sighting
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was carried out. There was no time to do
the same for the sniper rifles, so the team
captain’s decision was to stay with the
commercial-sourced Norma 168 grain
7.62mm.

The team was based on nine firers
selected from 1 RGR, the winners of the
1997 major units’ Tickle competition,
and the balance from the Army squad.

Team captain was Lt Col (Retd) Patrick
Chambers, coach Tony Bexon SASC and
adjutant Lt (QGO) Yembahadur Rana, 1
RGR.

Lt Col Chambers said: “The Exercise
Sharpshooter team had a successful foray
to Canada, winning 75 per cent of the eli-
gible individual rifle and sniper rifle
matches, making a clean sweep of the
LMG matches and winning all but one of
the rifle team matches.

“A new, psychological approach to Ser-
vice competition shooting was trialled,
arguably with success.”

- - -
Silver lining
ARMY Rowing Club pair Lt Kate Tem-
pleton and Capt Caroline Kirman won
silver and bronze medals at the national
rowing championships of Great Britain.

The Intelligence Corps duo, winners at
the Henley women’s regatta in June,
earned their bronze medals first in a com-
posite eight crew with Thames RC.

Appalling weather conditions delayed
the race and contributed to the collapse of
one crew member with hypothermia.

In the final of the women’s coxless
pairs, the Army were fastest over the first
1000m, however Great Britain’s selected
world championship pair pushed past in
the last 500m to win by a length.

Templeton and Kirman are in training
for GB squad trials this winter and are
hoping to attract a sponsor to enable Int
Corps to purchase a new racing shell.

Women's rugby

WOMEN'’S rugby is about to scrum
down for its second season. WO2 Ian
Neil, Army women’s coach, is optimistic
about the prospects. “We have two coach-
es this year and I feel that we are going to
do pretty well.” He is hoping for an
improvement on the first season’s results
— five wins and three defeats. This year a
senior XV and a development XV will be
fielded. The seniors will play against
clubs, county and representative sides and
the development team will play most of
the best university sides.

Pack drill

SOLDIERS from 3 R Irish are pictured
during their final practice session at
Mahon Barracks, Portadown before
departing on the first Home Service
rugby tour of South Africa. The players
will also be holding coaching clinics for
youths in the townships.
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Longbow hits target

Treacherous seas and force seven gales were || ===

the companions of Maj Nick Fenton (QDG) & =

and Capt Hugh Martin (Scots DG) when they
entered the Round Britain and Ireland Race

THE opportunity to race more than
2,000 miles around Britain and Ireland is
a challenging task for a full crew, writes
Maj Nick Fenton.To do it with only two
is either one of the great British yacht
races or complete madness. Four stop-
overs were incorporated to give crews the
chance to maintain their boats and get
some sleep.

With 40 other yachts (30ft to 60ft)
entered, there was an excellent level of
sportsmanship as competitors assembled
at Plymouth.

Everything was checked. Although the
vachts were never more than 80 miles off-
shore, a serious gear failure could be
potentially disastrous. We minimised the
risks by careful practice and a healthy
respect for the elements.

The first leg was 320 miles to Cork in
southern Ireland. Howling winds blew
through the rigging as the weather grew-
worse. Neither of us felt great and we
knew that it would probably take most of
the first leg to clear sea-sickness. The size
of waves became a concern and one

ripped a life-belt off the stern.
Luckily Longbow, with both
her hatches in place, staved
relatively dry below decks
although the cabin resembled
the inside of a spin-dryer the
following morning.

Strong winds continued to
blow during the compulsory
48-hour stop in Cork and
abated only as the second leg
started. The route, around
the southern edge of Ireland,
went past some dramatic
scenery — lighthouses perched
on inaccessible rocky peaks
with cliffs towering up from
the sea. More than 400 miles
away, the Outer Hebrides
(Barra), was our next stop,
and for a while the wind was
southerly, giving a fast spinnaker run up
the west Irish coast. Delays occurred
when the spinnaker collapsed around the
forestay in heavy seas. After struggling at
the top of the mast to save the sail, the

Starting point: Sailors prepare to set off on the 2,000-mile race

battle was lost with a
resounding rip. The
wind was back up to a
force seven and the
| coastline wvanished as
Galway Bay passed by.

In rough conditions
watches would last a
maximum of two hours
before whoever was on
duty handed over and
retired to dry out below.
This would stretch to six
hours in better weather,
= | allowing time for proper

rest. Meals were at times
| the only real contact
with each other.

The nights became
shorter as the Shetlands
approached and the
marine-life  flourished.
Dolphins would blow a
fine mist of water into
the cockpit as they
jumped out of the water
close to the haull
Colourful puffins, with
beaks full of fish, would
try unsuccessfully to fly
out of the way and opt

Maj Nick Fenton front, and Capt Hugh Martin next toLong-
bow, which was sponsored by Soldier for the race

for diving underwater instead. Gannets,
fulmars and Arctic terns were the only
companions for days.

Lerwick in the Shetlands was reached
by passing Muckle Flugga — the most
northern tip of the British Isles. We
arrived at 3am on the summer solstice to
an excellent reception, even though the
thick fog meant the approach had been
visible by radar only.

The wind was not good for the trip back
to Plymouth but our position had im-
proved and we were now third in our class.

VICIOUS SQUALL

Before Lowestoft appeared on the hori-
zon and the last of the North Sea oil rigs
had been passed, the wind increased to a
vicious squall. It passed through at speed,
leaving us with a handkerchief for sails
and waves that towered above.

This was only bettered by negotiating
the Dover Straits three nights later. With
less wind, but little visibility, the high
numbers of merchant ships made for a
tense passage.

The finish was a quiet one and typical of
the race — 3am. However, Longbow was in
one piece, we were still third in our class
and seventh overall. The race had been
seriously testing alongside professional
and amateur crews and one that com-
bined many levels of seamanship.

As for doing it again, there are four
years to make that decision: the next race
will be 2002.
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HOW MUCH WOULD YOU PAY TO
CLEAR THIS PILE OF RUBBISH?
Hopefully you will never be asked this question.
But our soldiers are frequently involved in these
dangerous operations and sometimes they are
injured or even pay with their lives.
The debt we owe them is beyond measure.
This is your chance to help those soldiers and
ex-soldiers and their families, who now find
themselves in need.
Don'’t you think that a donation, a covenant or
a legacy to the Army Benevolent Fund is an
appropriate way of saying to our soldiers — thank you

for being there when you were needed?

THE ARMY
BENEVOLENT
FUND

| London SW7 5HR.

l | would like to make a donation

I Name

would like information on covenants and legacies

Signature

| Address

| enclose a cheque/PO or debit my credit card Visa/Mastercard/CAF card number

A

Amount

|
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|

l Postcode

Data Protection Act: We may occasiona

50N & CO

SOLICITORS

Headgate Court @ Head Street @ Colchester COI INP

Tel: (01206) 764477 Fax: (0126) 764455

 LEGAL SPECIALIS
(IN ALL DISCIPLINARY MAT

A firm with recognised experience of assisting
Service Personnel in all areas of Law

24 hours a day service
01523 110006

Oita, Whether you are in the

( ) UK or overseas, for
- L7
"4NC'A\"
A QUALITY SERVICE ; .
App%um‘ by The Legal Aid Board aSk f()"
David Howell

WE RECOMMEND YOU SEEK IMMEDIATE ADVICE BEFORE AN
INTERVIEW WITH THE POLICE OR IF SERVED WITH
PROSECUTION PAPERS

| Please mention SOLDIER when replying to advertisements |
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COMBAT STRESS

From earlier wars we had ‘Shell ;
Sheck'. Today they call it ‘Combat
Stress'. What Corporal Alan Young
saw and heard in Sarajevo left him
cowering in a corner. And he still
can't leave his room.

For many veterans, not just
from Bosnia but from the Falklands,
Korea, and especially the Second
World War, the story is the same.
‘Combat Stress’ can shatter a
life forever.

Today Alan is looked after by
the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society. With over 4,000 men and women to care for and
who knows how many more, we need every penny you can spare. Psychiatric care,
nursing and the management of our homes costs money that will only
come from people like you, people who care about those who gave
more than they could spare.

Please do help. We have need of every penny urgently.

They tried to give more than they could.
Please give as much as you can.

To protect those concerned this is an amalgam of case histories in our care.

urtesy of Soldier Magazine

EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY
Dept.SDR. Broadway House. The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 1RL Telephone: 0181-543 6333

Reg. Charity No. 206002

I :I Please find enclosed my donation for £50/£20/€10/£5/¢ I
or charge my Access/Visa/Charitycard No
Expiry date of card I

| O T e

[] Please send me further details about the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
Name (BLOCK LETTERS)
| Address

Signature soA
Data Prolection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you with news of our work. If you would prefer

that we do not, please tick the box ] |




T SHATS & SWETSHRTS |

SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF PRINTED
AND EMBROIDERED GARMENTS
SEND NOW FOR OUR (\@
PRICELIST ‘°/J

NOTTINGHAM SCREEN PRH\:TS

10 PARK ROAD, WOODTHORPE
NOTTINGHAM NG5 4HR

| TEL: 0115 9676262 FAX: 0115 9263599

Balloon in a Box
‘M Ereciting Greeting'
o) onty 29,99 tuc pbip
A) Mationcuide detivery
WW Awivensany - ’/'.-fo«s%f
Thkinking of Yo - Get Wt -
Thank Yoe - Hew Baby - To Cheer You
0800 074 0934

Admin telephone : 01709 876010 \

DEFENCE ANIMAL CENTRE
Dog Recruits Required

If you have a dog whlch you think would benefit from a full and active llfe
in the Service and would like to donate it, please contact the Procurement
Section at the Defence Animal Centre.

Tel: 01664 411771

(24hr answering service)
We urgently need German Shepherd
dogs or bitches between one ané th'ie

,,,,,

years of age -

www.balloons-and-bows.co.uk

Balloons & &&amr

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

Made in our own Workshops

9ct Gold from £130
Diamond from £350 - £2000

0121 551 7366

J.M.Bickerton
23 Vyse Street,
Birmingham B18 6LE

RLC 9¢t Gold £130

Brooch Actual Size 33mm Presents that last a lifetime

s tions
[ L7 .
—UW Entertainment

Function Bands,

Disco & Karaoke
Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows
For all ranks,
Sgt/Officers’ Mess
Wedding & Private functions
399 Tildesley Road
Putney, London SW15 3BD
Tel: 0181-789 6645 Fax: 0181-785 3533
Connextions The Name
You Can Trust!

MADE TO MEASURE
OR’s and Officers Mess Dress
Officers No. 2 Dress
OR’s and Officers No.1 Dress
Officers British Warm Qvercoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKE
SUFFOLK IP14 6AY

TEL:01379 783 736 FAX:01379 783898

H@* & Flowers

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery

K/ to an address in the U.K. or N. Ireland <
7 j Someone somewhere is waiting to hear from you \\?;\
b \
Telephone Hotline — 01481 46708 ‘
12 ROSES Red/Pink/Yellow (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink/Yellow (large) £18.50
CARNATIONS & FREESIA 30 Blooms £16.50
CARNATIONS (One colour/Mixed) 12 Blooms £12.50
JOY’S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
ROSES/CARNATIONS/
SP CARNATIONS/FREESIA (Any colour) 50 Blooms £22.50
FREESIA & FERN 40 Blooms £14.75
} Bouquets/Pink Camations/Freesia/Fern 30 flowers £16.50
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern 20 flowers £11.50
ROSES/CARNATIONS/FREESIA 30 Blooms £17.50
THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS
EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/
LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHILLOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
.4-. \ No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter f)f('
ﬂﬁ' \‘ \ Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red 4
Qe | WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80

a5 { A\ WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £23.75
SN f
\f\\ Use this advert as an order form
|
@ | Prices and order forms available upon request
b —
) Prices include P&P + VAT
N.B. Peak periods — flowers may be used from other sources
VISA/JACCESS/AMEX ALL C/C ACCEPTED -
INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE OR ISSUE NUMBER
Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:

:}{f; SN ‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
#5574 %1) st Ssampsons, Guernsey, C. |. GY2 4WB
M;J bl b Telephone: (01481) 46708
‘.1:3# Fax: (01481) 43406

e
MOD PS2(A)

hard Lines UPAVON Wiltshire' SNO GBE
Telephone: Military 734
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Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of
his drawings. Circle the ten
differences in the lower
image, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 682, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by September 25.
For those who do not wish to
cut their magazine, a photocopy
is acceptable, but only one entry

else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will win
£100; the second and third
will receive £10 gift vouch-
ers. No correspondence of
any kind can be entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be

'.\\.’ A

| \“-

per person may be submitted. announced in the November

Do not include anything issue.
Name : (Give initials and rank or title)
\ J
(Address : B
“ J

Competition 680 (July issue): First correct entry drawn was
from Mr J F Lett (ex-RE), of Catford, London, who wins £100.
Runners-up are Mrs J White, of Lancaster, and Mr O J Riddle, of
Wareham, Dorset, who each receive a £10 gift voucher. The ten
differences were: top of mast, pattern on sail, number and hull
of second sailboard from left; left-hand boardsailor’s leg; fore-
ground figure’s left arm; gantry and railing of ship; sea around
ship; ripple to right of capsized sailboard.

e e D i o e e e B U ST Bt b i S

| Take out a new subscription in September and
; receive a free Soldier magazine binder

i - P “-' b

; Subscribe to o) o) [ 4=

i Magazine of the British Army oL

:' UK Oneyear £23.000 BFPO Onevyear £13.800 OVERSEAS One year £32.200
E Two years £40.00 0 Two years £60.000
i Send your cheque/PO (made (PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

:' payable to "SOLDIER") to: NAME: x
| SOLDIER,

E Ordnance Road, ADDRESS: = i a5 i Biame
' Aldershot,

i Hants o o

i AR POSTCODE: TEL:__ P
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Organisation of Allied Airborne Forces & Allied Air Forces.
Sortie rates & individual aircraft losses.

British, Polish, Dutch & US gallantry awards with citations for British
recipients & lists of many unsuccessful recommendations.
Roll of Honour of RASC Air Despatchers, Polish Brigade & Air Force
personnel.

AS, 240 pages. £15.95 plus £2 p&p UK & BFPO

Overseas air mail £4.50 p&p
Orders with cheque/PO to:
Colin Cummings, P O Box 3,
Yelvertoft, Northampton, NN6 6ZE, England

THE COMPLETE LEGAL SERVICE

INCLUDING
ADVICE AND ATTENDANCE AT COURTS MARTIAL
BOTH IN THE U.K. AND OVERSEAS
TELEPHONE
CEDRIC HENNIS OR RICHARD HAIGH

- 01302 340400

MILITARY
MARKETING INTERNATIONAL

REGIMENTAL SHIELDS, PLAQUES AND SHIELDCLOCKS

In good company with most Regiments and Corps of the British Army, we made vour Shields
for the Falklands. the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia and most other UN locations.
Let us design your Regimental and Operational Shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:

Military Marketing International, 74 -77 Steward Stree
Ladywood. Birmingham, BA18 7AF.

Tel/fax: 0121 454 5393
Minium order 25 shields — £10.95. No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50

VISTA TIES

ARE TIE MANUFACTURERS AND CAN SUPPLY

YOUR EXISTING TIE OR DESIGN YOU A NEW

ONE. PLEASE SEND US A PICTURE OF YOUR

CREST, CYPHER OR MOTIF, WE WILL POST A

FREE COLOURED VISUAL WITH A QUOTATION.

Over 300 individual Regimental Designs
held in stock.

1{ES

28 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM,SURREY.RH1 3EA.
TEL:01737 645113 FAX:01737 6458692

MOFFATS SCHOOL
for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13 +

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families

* Over 9% of our pupils are full boarders

* Small classes: high all-round achievement without stress

* Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs

* Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama

* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

* Our own escorts to and from major stations and all U.K. airports

* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-terms and exeats

¢ INTELLIGENCE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE BURSARIES

Kinlet Hall
Nr Bewdley
Wores DY 12 3AY

Tel: (01299) 841230

THE
DUKE OF YORK’S
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL

DOVER

@ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and
retired members of the British Army, RAF and
RIN/RM.

@ 490 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers.

@ Caring family atmosphere.

@ Pupil : Teacher ratio 10 : 1. Average class size 16.

@ Excellent record in GCSE, GCE A Level, Advanced
vocational and n the numbers entering university.

@ Fees of £275 per term whether serving or retired.
@ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic
work.
Further enquiries to:
Headmaster
The Duke of York’s School
Dover CT15 5EQ
Phone: (01304) 245024

o]

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of post Service
Example of prices.-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Nato (lfor) medal with clasp
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM:
£6; S/Allantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VIL.R. with
clasp: £7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal
with clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.1.Y¥. mounting: 1 space — £1;
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30;5-£1.40;6-£1.50;
7-£1.60;8-£1.80;9-£2.00; 10-£2.20.
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage

® 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary' and
court’ style.

4 E £
wiR i
s {“&.J?‘ t\{g
Do your campaign medals need
re-mounting?
Singles or groups.

* Full-size medals supplied

No job too small or too large.
Professionally mounted.
We can supply full size and
miniatures.

33 The Crescent, West Wickham,
Kent BR4 OHB

Phone for quotation:

0181 777 2428

® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
® Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

or 0411 435913

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated)
MINIATURE MEDALS
P.0. BOX 4, HINCKLEY,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 3ZT.
Telephone: (01455) 239262 7
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CLOSE PROTECTION

Excel Protection have been providing Bodyguards to
the rich and famous for over 10 years. We also train
Bodyguards. We could train YOU for a new career, call
or write for our free information pack.
Excel Protection, The Coach House, West Street,
Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RL
Teli 01372 7262 .52

THE SPECIALIST POOL ROYAL ARTILLERY

Job Satisfaction
Regular Army Pay Rates
Tax Free Bounty

Low Commitment
Minimum Annual Obligation
Only 19 days

| Ex Regular and TA Personnel All Arms and Services wanted for Training and Employment as:

[ m Operator Arty Intelligence m

JOIN THE GUNNERS AS A ‘SPECIALIST’ VOLUNTEER

Walchkeeper Arty Operations Rapier Missile Systems Operators
Command Post Assistants
and various other trades.

Major M. I. Weston RA (V), CVHQ RA, RA Barracks, Woolwich, London SE18 4BB
Tel: 0181 781 3422, Fax: 0181 781 3113

C.V. EXPRESS

Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, ov

Presentation types
providing Unbeatable Quality.
For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write to
Mr MacDonald
101 Market Place, South Cave,

CARICATURES

Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master

2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different Media
available. Complete package

M Brough, East Yorkshire HU15 2AS8
& SINGLES Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week)
from photos
ON-THE-SPOT AIRPORT SECURITY &

at your event

SERVICES JOBS VACANT

.Ellglble for Resettiement?

Visit my New Web site where you can view

my work in colour

A r )
I F http://www.caricature.co.uk
e-mail:rick@caricature.co.uk

> OIL RIGS < 'Wa nt a decent rate of pay in
- The Essential Guide - :securlty or services?
FOR ANYONE WHO 1S INTERESTED IN woRK [
OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND DOESN'T know [l Contact:
WHERE TO START, PACKED FULL OF ALL THE -
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED ABDUT OIL i Melanie Garnett @ TASK
RIGS. o BOOKS TODAY « i 22-26 Albert Embankment
01253 869808 ' London SE1
8 Clegg Ave, Thornton-Cleveleys, : Tel: 0171 582 9205
Lancs FY5 1BJ, UK. H
H Fax: 0171 793 1455
L

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

(GUARD SERVICE

Are you over 187 Interested in joining the Ministry of Defence
Guard Service as a Civilian Security Officer Grade 5?

Career opportunities (for both men and women) now exist in the
Aldershot area.

Duties include checking identification of personnel, patrols inside
and outside buildings and checking vehicles moving in and out of
the area. Opportunities may exist to transfer to the dog handling sec-
tion.

Excellent benefits package inc 25 days paid leave and non-
contributory pension scheme.

Salary Scale: £8353 — After training £9061 rising to £11567 pa plus
shift allowance and weekend premiums.

All new entrants will be required to pass a medical examination and
successfully complete a foundation course. Must be prepared to
work shift rosters (including night duty) as required.

Civil Admin Office.

HQ 5 Ab Bde & Aldershot Garrison,

Arnhem Barracks,Aldershot

Telephone: 01252 340038/340039

THE MOD IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Contact:

NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept
PO Box 573
Sutton Coldtield,
West Midiands
B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

SERVICES_

PoLice CAREER?

Learn all about the requirements
of the assessment system

Correspondence course available:

£25

SAE (A5) to:

Career Management Techniques
P O Box 47
Ashington NE63 8YN
Phone/fax: 01670 522864

a1

0TI

Driving School
(Covering Dorset)

@ FREE practical test for absolute
beginners

© Code of Practice exceeds industry's
standard

© Monitors instructor s tuition quality
in four ways

© Hourly. multiple hour. intensive and
refresher courses

© Range of manual & automatic
geared cars

© FREE lesson topic notes

© Range of theory test material

© Mock tests (practical)

© Gift vouchers

For a FREE, comprehensive brochure
FREEPHONE: 0800 716 016

http://www.agood.co.uk
E-mail: colincrane @agood.co.uk

.Lookmg for a guaranteed job? J'

xé{

)‘ DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN TAKE A DEGREE COURSE IN THE
SUBJECT OF THE ANGLO-ZULU WAR OF 1879?

FOR DETAILS OF THE SOCIETY OR A PROSPECTUS,
PLEASE CONTACT:

The Registrar

The Anglo Zulu War Historical Society

Woodbury House
Woodchurch Road
Tenterden

Kent TN30 7AE

Tel: 01580 765856 Please quote Ref: BMB
Web site: www.web-marketing co.uk/anglozuluwar

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN THE EPIC EVENTS OF
THE ZULU WAR, ISLANDLWANA AND RORKE’S DRIFT?

-
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Certificate of Professional Competence Road Transport

We offer a six day intensive course quarterly for the RSA
CPC National Modules A + B here in the
North West of England.
Accommodation can be arranged.
This qualification is a must for your career development
especially if you wish to operate your own vehicles.

Proposals in the new EU directive indicate that the
British tick-test is too easy and will be changed to the
more exacting German report-type exam.

So don't wait for the rush as places are limited.

Contact Jim Harkins on 01925 850540
Fax: 01925 850269 for further details

Pl Ecances Clacke Li)

Are you leaving the Services within the next 3/6 months?
Do you want to become a member of an expanding professional

retail security company?

High calibre staff are required to work in prestigious stores in
London and throughout the UK.
4 Excellent rates of pay 4 Training @ Company benefits #
4 Promotion opportunitics 4

Fo
oY

or further details and an application form telephone:
Personnel Department on 01642 240999

SITG-
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AND SNOWBOARD

o0

Passionate about skiing or snowboarding? Then Soldier
Magazine in association with the Daily Mail gives you the
chance to win one of five sets of tickets to the world’s largest
ski and snowboarding show at the National Hall, Olympia.

The Daily Mail Ski and Snowboarding Show with Mitsubishi
Shogun features demonstrations on a massive ski slope,
including some of the best European and world class
performers in extreme snowboard/ski aerials, extreme in-line
and trampoline. You will have the chance to learn the latest
techniques in the international Ski and Snowboard classes,
and watch the Ski Astroturf World Indoor Sychro Ski
Championships.

The show has everything you could possibly need for skiing
and snowboarding including boots, boards, skis, accessories,
clothing galore, tourist information and above all, lots of fun!

Daily Mail Ski and Snowboarding Show with Mitsubishi Shogun
National Hall, Olympia, London
October 30 - November 8, 1998

Admission prices: Weekends/premier day: £9 adults,

£4.50 children, £22.50 family ticket

Weekdays: £6 adults, £3 children,
£15 family ticket

Ticket hotline 0121 767 4433:

quote reference SOL for discounted prices. (Telephone
bookings will incur a 75p transaction charge).

To win one of five pairs of tickets, simply answer the
question below and return the completed coupon to:

Ski Competition, Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU, to arrive no later than September 30, 1998

The first five correct answers to be drawn will win the tickets.
The winners will be notified and the result published in
Soldier. The Managing Editor’s decision is final.

No correspondance will be entered into.

A photocopy of this form is acceptable.

leisurewear i

printed or
embroidered to
your own ® Poloshirts

d es i g n @ Rugbyshirts

@ Drill Tops

® Sweatshirts

® Free Sample
{On orders above 20 shirts)

@ Design Service

® Credit Terms

For a FREE colour brochure showing our
complete range contact:

B8 teEs totAaL B¢ TEES
TR

153 High Street, Wootton Bassett, Swindon,
Wiltshire SN4 7AB England A
Tel: (01793) 849888 Fax: (01793) 849890 R

THE GENERA

ible

rviee 1o their

country n

ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 FAX: 01752 872723
Credit Card Holders - Bam-7pm. Monday to Saturday.

Bnxe
OR BY POST:
CITADEL AWARDS, NEWTON FERRERS, PLYMOUTH,

DEVON. PLS8 1DH
ENGLAND




JOS
STABILY X

Please send cheques or postal orders made payable to “DPS Awar

DPS Awards, PO BOX 69
Bromsgrove, B61 0JA.
Tel: 01527 831583

yA p rx) Lighters

with your crest
Minimum order 50

For full details complete the coupon beioww :

ZIPPO UK LTD. UNIT 27, 5
Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 5AS

Tel: 0181 964 0666 Fax: 0181 968 0400

NAME
ADDRESS




EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
. ty of

L o ]
auto international
R e ]

REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 BAP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

CONCESSION SAVINGS
TAX FREE EXPORT
& UK TAX PAID

HOTLINE UK
01367 241225

]

TIES, BADGES & PLAQUES

by maif order
REGIMENTS,
SHIPS,
SQUADRONS

Clubs & reunion associations.
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc.
SAE appreciated
The Heraldic Co (GB), Dept S
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End
Coleford, Glos GL16 7HA
Telifax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm)

sl $
o 3 N
20 pie®

SOUDIER

PHOTO PRINTS

Have you, or anyone you
know, featured in SOLDIER?
if so, you can order

top quality prints

N2y

Regimental Blazer Badges,
Plaques, Car Badges,
Ties & Key Fobs
Send s.a.e. for price list
D J Parkinson (S)
186b Lewes Road, Brighton
Sussex BN2 3LD

Tel: 01273 686877 (a.m. only) _

Save over 25% on quality Condoms

Durex Fetherlite 36 £18.88
Durex Gossamer 36 £17.36
Safex Natural 36 £8.99
Chocolate Flavour 36 £14.99

Credit Card Hotline 01753 893 561
Cheques/Postal orders to:
Miranda Associates Ltd, P O Box 80,
Gerrards Cross, SL9 8QX

www.miranda.co.uk

EPAULETTE
~ SLIDES
For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit
designation.

also
DRAB

NAME TAPES

{In sets of six)
Any quantity supplied

)
£7.00. Other sizes
on request.

| Prices are inclusive of VAT &

and p&p(UK/BFPO) @ S.A.E. for price list

All enquiries to b Lancashire Embroidery
The Photographic Department, | & Insignia Ltd
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, i Knowsley Industrial
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. Park North, Kirkby,
Tel: 01252 347353 Liverpool L33 7SA.
Fax: 01252 347358 Phone: 0151-546 51612

Fax: 0151-549 1128 |

~ TEL:

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments -
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

ree original 24+

ENAMELLED - min. 100
+ BLAZER BADGES - min. 5

TIES — Woven - min. 50

Printed - min. 36
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50

SPORTS BAGS - min. 50

GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure

nSISn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN

MOTIFS

0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854

LOST YOUR MEDALS?

WE CAN REPLACE THEM

REGIMENTAL
BADGES

For presentation & Commemoration FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
Hand Drawn or Painted PROFESSIONALLY SEWN
Frof:'g;f;‘;‘ @ IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
‘ P SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE
Why not have yourown AR AR5
badge designed & L 3 .
produced f'orc:spgcm\ TOAD HALL MEDALS
i s ey, NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH
jzfa% Btsp~ L DEVON PL8 1DH
GRAPHICS > Tel: 01752 872672
5 Blythwood Drtve Ponleic Fax: 01752 872723
Surrey GUI6 5TZ. TellFax: O12 e-mail th.medals@virgin.net

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS
% LADIES & GENTS @
MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS ” g

INTEREST
FREE CREDIT.
All Accessories
Supplied.

For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer
Requirements
Contact,
284-294 Ley St.
Iiford Essex. IG1 4BS
UK 01814782780 &
GERMANY 05252 4631

Sentember 1002 SOLDIER



We don't give ORDERS

The Samaritans

0345 90 90 90

. ’ . ‘
Ladies’ Lingerie
* Bedroom Wear
* Bodies * Erotic Lingerie"
Jfor women of all shapes and sizes

" Basques

Send £5 (refundable) for catalogue
to:
Specially for You
Dept SM1, PO Box 209,
Farnham GUI0 409G

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £20.00
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £25
BRASS INSERTS £16
LEATHER SWORD KNOT £7.30
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephone/Fax: 01706 846648
E-Mail: robroy@lineone.net

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER
i High quality pewter tankards,
{ hip flasks, goblets, plates and
1 much more, Engraved with

Logos to your own designs.
| Competitive prices.
£ Full colour brochure.
14
f

Tankard House, 25 Leadmill R

UNBEATABLE
DEALS for

HMF’S serving
in the UK &
OVERSEAS

i’ Regimental Badges, Crests and

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD

oad, Sheffield S1 3JA \
Tel: 0114 272 5676 & 0114 275 4168 Fax: 0114 272 6651

For either UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot’s

No. 1 supplier to HM Forces.

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call

Colin Clubley on U]

653434 or write:

Rangers ™S ltd FREEPOST, Bulford Rd Durrlngton SP4 BBR

RANGERS

MILITARY SALES

SOLDIER September 1008

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.
MR107

(25¢cm)
£55.93

Send crossed Cheque/P.QO. with order or S A.E
for Brochure

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive. Gravesend. Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511

Fax: (01474) 537166.

“Cold cast bronze”

With the new regulations, it’s even more important to buy
Make sure that you deal with a
company with a reputation for
sound advice, excellent service

and low prices. Contact:

Advanced Car Exports

Authorised PEUGEOT Agents

Advanced Car Exports
FREEPOST, PO Box 470, Bushey, Herts WD2 1WD
Tel: 0181-444 5555. (Fax: 0181-444 5444)
Contact Stan Bateman, Sales Manager

| ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE /
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT

PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH ,f"
FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME  /
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life
of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions

or whatever your career may be. When

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture

polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

r,;}, ealner
‘—:fusl(! i
We will send you an 8 oz can with full o
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes,
belts. boots, etc., with plenty left over.
For larger orders please ring for trade
prices.

Available in Black, Light/Medium/Dark Brow r;
WATER AND OIL RESISTANT
SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE

LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, (SM).
Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire

WS11 3PU, Tel: 01543 450064 Faxl. 01543 279738,

Colour e . E TR ... Boz cans @ £10.50 per can
NAME....cciiininiisi i isnsnssssataisissssstntnsrararasasns Total cost of cans

Address P&P £2.50 per can ...

TOTAL ENCLOSED.............
DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER.




MIDLAND CD CLUB

Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs

To obrain owr free colour
Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
Fax: 0121 680 9018
E-mail: sales@midland-cd-club.co.uk
www.midland-cd-club.co.uk

artalogue contact us on

Bands who have CDs they would like to
see included in our
contact us for further details.

John Bull Military Clothing
& Mail Order Division
Tel/Fax: 01748 833614 (Retail and Mail Order)
01765 604071 (Atter 6pm)

17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison,
N Yorks DL9 4DH

catalogue, please

LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

NO WIN - NO FEE
ACCIDENT VICTIMS

SERVICE PERSONNEL HAVE EXACTLY

THE SAME RIGHTS AS
CIVILIANS WHEN IT
COMESTO
COMPENSATION

'@\ MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS -
offer”

@ All Personal Injuries

@ RTA Driver/Passenger

@ Criminal Injuries

@ Industrial Injuries/Diseases/Deafness/R.S.|

@ Includes all Service personnel and their
families, at home or abroad.

J.Arnold & Company

Tyson House, 29 High Street,
Heckmondwicke,
West Yorkshire WF16 0JA
Tel/Fax: 00 44 1924 411121

0800 214086

INCLUDES

& 14 day Make or |
M 18 hr EXPRESS [
B Lowest prices Y
& Best fit

¥ Highest quality
B Best payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areoy
Tel:01379 783 736 Fax01379 783 898 |
As our customers say

The service is \lmplu mlln atable
8 MARK]

USINESS PARK.S LK IP14 SAY

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,

TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS
BASEBALL CAPS TIES
AND MUCH MORE

FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place Northern Court

Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 88U

Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

Basford Nottingham NGé ODE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FORCES AND
EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL

Do you suffer from:
Wounds, diseases, noise deafness,
injuries or any other conditions as a
result of your service?

You may be entitled to
A COMPENSATION
. To find out if you qualify, contact:
_ E Thorn Compensation Services Ltd
s Tel: 0500 222 022 (Freephone)
B4 Marsh House, 92a Marshland Road,

Moorends, Doncaster DNS 4SZ

Catering for all levels of
immediate care providers

* Stato-of-the-Art hospital
training facilities

* Nationally accredited courses
from Basic to Advanced Life Support

* Tought by emergency care
professionals from the NHS

* Training can be provided af the
clients’ premises

EMERGENCY CARE
TRAINING CENTRE

0800623687

www.lifestar.org

Division of *Lifestar
3-50

i Name ques for 72

Woven up to 30 letters/spaces - Choice of BLACK
RED or NAVY lettering on White 100% Polyester

Able-LABELS
1000 self-stick labels | Black on White

Name, Address, & or £430

any words up to 6 lines | Black on Yellow
Orange, Red
Black on Gold

£4.80|£5.95 | £5.80

Personalised Luggage Strap £5-95
100 Correspondence Cards £10-95
240 Piece Stationery Set £12-50
UK prices include Post/VAT. | Delivery
Payment with order please. | 14 days
Able-Direct Centre Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
Northampton NN6 OLS - & 01604 810781

A SOLDIER’S

[P SOLDETw” See Classified Ads
replying {o advertisements

Regal Tailors Ltd

1 Service, Price and Quality FT@W
3 .

Officers & Senior NCOs i L
Male and Female

For all uniforms, Mess Dress, Suit and blazer

requirements are made to measure
We also offer a self measure service.
For more information please contact our Leeds Office.
Discount is given on bulk orders.
Interest Free Credit
3c Westfield House,
Broad Lane,

Bramley,
Leeds LS13 3HA

Tel/Fax: (0113) 2361091

RS e 10000 M/l RIED



ENGRAVING

Service Available

GLOSSOP TROPHIES

- f—;@?ﬁlﬂanuhﬂure Pewter Tankards, Trophies, Goblets and
- T Hip Flasks
[\ #Tankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT
}< SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE
TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377

¥ GLOSSOPS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE

SUPPLIERS OF SWEATSHIRTS, POLO
SHIRTS, T/SHIRTS, HOODED SWEATSHIRTS,
RUGBY JERSEYS, BASEBALL CAPS AND
MANY OTHER ITEMS. ALL GARMENTS CAN
BE PRINTED OR EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR

"A OWN DESIGN

YISTA SPORTS LTD. 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645692

"%/ Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation

RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H THA

Tel: 0171-930 1979 or 0374 133493 Fax: 0171-930 1152

:- BE BATTLE READY!

| You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.

J . - FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND
THE BEST AND KNOW
**| THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE

36 page colour catalogue

write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George's Works, St. George's
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

o e i . et i A

D7

Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery
* 323 from £9,549 * 626 from £10,199
The All New MX3 from £10,999

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA

POOL AUTOS

/020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (B5) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:
323[] 626[] MX3[] MX5[] MX6[] Xedos[]
Othecmakes [Tl i LEE/RHD
Name ..o
AdAreSS .

SOLDIER Scptember 1998

UNBEATABLE
@& SERVICE

n or UK : -4

UK Tel.
(01980) 843333

g saas
§ PEuGEOT |
B _VAUXHALL

| . lam interested in
. Part-exchange details
. Country of use ..

...................................................

FREEPHO {
-on Germany 0130-8544-96 |




PEN PALS

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the enve-
lope. Your envelope must be no larger
than 8" x 4" and should contain only a
letter plus a photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN

PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a  stamped, self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,

Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

Judith, 5°7”, blue-eyed blonde.
Enjoys cycling, swimming and 70s
music and has been happily divorced
for seven years. Would like to improve
her writing skills and is seeking pen pals
30-45. P308 yor08

Linda, 30, medium build, brown hair
and blue eyes. Likes socialising, read-
ing, dancing, listening to music and
writing to pen pals. Age range sought -
30-40. P309

Karin, 5’1/4”, - a slim widow with a
good sense of humour. Interests include
swimming, walking, the countryside,
dogs, music and Blackadder. Seeking
intelligent soldier, 40-50, at home or
abroad. Photo appreciated. P310 s

Vivienne, 30, 5°3”, dark-haired and
slim. Enjoys swimming, cycling, read-
ing, the cinema, writing, walking and
music. Seeking pen pals, 27-37. P311

Hi! I'm Suzanne - big smile and per-
sonality, blue-eyed blonde, caring and
sincere. I enjoy music, travel, movies
and fun times. If you are a happy chap-
pie, 30-40ish, with a fun personality
then please write. P312

Caroline, 28, 5’9”, strawberry
blonde with green eyes. Works as an air
hostess and enjoys travelling, the gym,
music and going to the pub. Seeking
male soldier pen pals, 25-35 — tall, dark
and handsome a bonus. P313 0998

Sharon. 33, 5’10” with slim build.
Likes walking, travelling, motor sport
and more. Seeking male pen pals, 27-
35. P314 o

Vicky, 28, whose interests include For-
mula 1 racing, pubs and music and is
mother to a six-year old son. Seeking
pen pals, 25+. P315 o908

Julie, 31, 5°3)2”, red hair and outgo-
ing. Enjoys aerobics, reading, pubs,
clubs, music and swimming. Seeking
pen pals, 30+. P316 09198

Paula, 27, 5°2”, brunette with blue
eyes. GSOH, fun-loving and honest.
Interests include badminton, keep fit,
horse-riding and watching football.
Seeking like-minded pen pals. P317 ooss

Caroline, 32, 5’6”, dark hair and
brown eyes, Mediterranean looking.
Works in the music industry and enjoys
gigs and everything else to do with music.
Seeking pen pals, 28-35. P318 o908

Gemma, 16, 5’4”, blue-eyed blonde.
Enjoys watching and playing football
and listening to all types of music. Seek-
ing male pen pals with GSOH. All let-
ters answered. P319 ovios

(56)

Sue, 37, 5’3", a slim brunette with
brown eyes and GSOH. Interests
include swimming, wa.lkmg, pubs and
clubs, eating out, ten pin bowling and
keep fit. Seeking squaddies, 30-38, .at
home or abroad to write to. P320  os0s

Ellen, a young, petite and attractive
blonde in her forties who enjoys keep
fit, reading and travel and has a GSOH.
Seeking male pen pals, 40+. Genuine
replies only please. P321 o8

Tracy and Claire - red hair/mousey
hair, 30/23, 5°4”/5°2” respectively. Both
like swimming, reading, meeting people
and clubbing. Seeking pen pals, 25-35.
Photo appreciated. P322 0998

Sue, 28, 5’7", brown eyes and hair.
Likes the cinema and theatre, music,
comedy, the beach and pepperoni
pizza. Would like pen pals, 25-35 with
GSOH please. P323 oo/08

Angela, 23, 5°6”, blonde with grey
eyes. Quiet natured and cuddly. Enjoys
the cinema, reading, walking and listen-
ing to music. P324 Dores

Single female from Army background
— 31 and 5’6”. Enjoys socialising, trav-
elling, ice hockey and baseball. Would
like to hear from Servicemen, 29+, at
home or abroad. P325 9

Are you male, 5°97, aged 40+, serving
or retired? If you are and you are single,
happy and caring by nature and look-
ing for a soul mate, look no further. I am
an ex-QA, single, described as attractive
and bubbly with a passion for life. Could
your soul mate be me? Go ahead, make
my day, write to Box No 326 and tell me
about you. o8

BOOKS

RED BERETS 44 - the official history
of The Parachute Regiment & Airborne
Forces during World War 2. Personal
accounts of action on D-Day and at
Arnhem. £3.50 +£1.50 P+P. Cheques
payable to: AFC. Contact The Charities
Office on 01252 316104. 198

Megabooks Second-hand Military
Books. Send A5 SAE for latest cata-
logue. 36 Melbourne Street, Barrow-in-
Furness, Cumbria LA14 5TU. cuss

Books for Soldiers - contact the
experts, Free catalogue. The
QOutdoorsman’s Bookstore, 27
Monument Industrial Park, Chalgrove,
Oxon OX44 7RW. Tel: 01865 400256.
Fax: 01865 400257. 1298

Military, Aviation, Maritime books.
Write, telephone or fax for free lists.
Lady Chapel Books, 2 Mainshead,
Terregles, Dumfries DG2 9T]. Tel/fax:
01387-720487. 1098

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK?”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC,
Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info
on SAB0/LSW, Tests and APWTs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines, MT
Driver, Tank and Aircraft Recognition.
ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price £7.50 (inc
p&p UK/BFPO). Trade terms on
application. Available from selected
Naafi Branches, Bookshops or direct
from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17 5LA.
Tel/fax: 01964 542878. e

Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free special-
ist booksearch. McKenzie, Town End
Farm, Brampton, Appleby, Cumbria
CAL16 6]S. Tel/fax: 017683 513884.

12/98

““Head-dress Badges of
the British Army”
(The Collector'’s Bible)
Volume One (1800-1920) £65.00
Volume Two (1920-1998) £45.00
(Now updated again)

Part postage £2.50 each parcel
H. L. & P. King, 3, Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey, GU9 70B
Tel: 01252 716303

BUSINESS OPPS

BUSINESSES FOR SALE. Estab-
lished Business Transfer Agents have
portfolio of some 200 thriving business-
es for sale throughout the UK and can
advise on the type to suit you. Financial
and other assistance may be available if
required. For details contact: Bagnall
Management Services, 41 Karen Drive,
Backwell, Bristol BS38 3]S. Tel: 01275
462330. Fax: 0117 9695927. E-mail:
abroomsg(@cix.co.uk o8

Southern Highlands Pub/Restau-

rant. Beautiful location. Separate
owner’s cottage. Turnover /£250,000
and increasing. Accounts available.

Edinburgh, Glasgow, Perth one hour
away. Superb opportunity for new
lifestyle. Long lease £120,000. Details:
01877 376363. o199

Retired Senior NCO seeks distribu-
tors to join him in profitable part-time
business. Low start-up cost. No experi-
ence required. All areas. Phone: 01206
519012. 11/98

Profit, pleasure, prestige — for you,

with my craft/business idea! Free
details from: Coldcast Reproductions,
Lybster(S), Caithness, Scotland
KW3 6AQ. 11708

Wanted - serious-minded people to
join a business opportunity. Full back-
ing and training given. Will be your
chance of financial and time freedom.
Ring for details: 0181 387 9058. o400

CARS

Absolutely urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. (10am to 10.30pm seven days).

I

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES
MINI BUSES/VANS

Any conditition.
Cash Buyer.

Tel: 0181 534 4016
(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

i

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently n'

wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
(10am to 10.30pm) seven days. T™C

FOR SALE

A title plus land for only £10 -
honest! Unique gift/presentation idea.
Free details from: Survival (SM),
Norcot, Lybster, Caithness, Scotland
KW3 6A.

12/98

Military Insignia — now over 3,000
items in latest list. No re-strikes. £1 for
sample list. Shotton, 7 Peak Road,
Clanfield, Hants PO8 0QT. 05/99

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring
for information/brochure. Tel/fax:
01380 828382. 12198

Hand Embroidered Quality Wire
Blazer Badges. Send design for
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia
Company, 4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat,
Pakistan. 1298

Military Postcards, mostly pre-
1920. Uniforms, mascots, colours,
bands, parades, etc. SAE to: White’s
Postcards, 19 Rushmoor Lane,
Backwell, Bristol BS48 3BN. 11798

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q.

Army Cap Badges. Long list of
genuine items. Many rare
regular/volunteer & territorial badges.
List 75p plus SAE. Bruntlett, 68
Pinfold Lane, Methley, Leeds 1.S26
9AB. Tel: 01977 515811.

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £3.50 for Edition 6, 2,500 item
catalogue (incl 20+ SAS). Cheques
payable to: G Jennings-Bramly.
5 Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523, 12/08

12/98

GENUINE
MILITARY &
POLICE BADGES
FOR SALE &
WANTED
50p stamp required
stating which list to:
C L Heys (Dept S),
PO Box 615,
Middleton,
Tamworth,
Staffs B78 2AZ
Tel/fax: 01827 874856

into any legally binding agreement.

NOTICE TO READERS
The publishers of SOLDIER Magazine cannot accept responsibility for the
accuracy of any advertisement or for any losses suffered as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to make their own enquiries and seek appropriate
commercial, legal and financial advice before sending any money or entering

mmuﬂnmﬂmm
(inc Presentation of Colours 1997)

Ice buckets, plaques, ties, etc.
Also prints of Regimental Colours.

SAE for price list to:
Regimental Accountant,
The London Regiment,

27 St John's Hill,
Battersea,
LONDON SW11 ITT.

Tel: 0171 924 3122 Fax: 0171 414 3494

Royal Engineers’ full mess dress
with gold sergeant’s chevrons. Size:
waist 33”7, inside leg 29", chest 36”.
Asking price £50 ono. 09/98

Back issues of Soldier are

available to order and cost
from £2.16 inc p&p
(UK/BFPQ)
If you are missing any
issues from your collection
please call

01252 347353 . . .
. and order now.
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
I‘alklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia

and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.

Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£9.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £17.50. e
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Quality makers of British Army, Air
Forces and Navy badges, regimental
banners, uniform accessories, Scottish
clan crests and military badges.
Bagpipes, practice chanters and band
uniform accessories. Please ask for free
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 21/414
Majidpura, Sialkot, Pakistan, Fax 0092
432 588547. 0309

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts, TIC

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. 1298

JULY 25, 1998

First prize (469 runs, £3,200): WO2
GW Bruce, ATSA Malvern.

Second prize: (457 runs, £1,600):
Cpl JP Phillips, 220 Signal Sgn,
Laarbruch.

Third prize (452 runs, £1,200): LCpl
A Mcinnes, 16 Tk Tptr Sgn RLC,
Fallingbostel.

Fourth prize (443 runs, £900): WO2
S Hillman, 1 RRW, Paderborn.

Fifth prize (433 runs, £600): SSgt
LA Davis, 7 Tpt Regt RLC, Bielefeld.

Sixth prize (431 runs, £400): SSgt G
Mason, MOD, London.

Seventh prize (424 runs,
Cpl A Usher, BATSU Belize.

Eighth prize (418 runs, £200): Cpl
SM Thompson, 15 Signal Regt.

Ninth prize (412 runs, £100): CSgt
MP Hibbs, 1 RRW, Paderborn.

£300):

The prize money increased to £9,000
per week with effect from August 1,
1998 — only three months after the last
increase. This is because ticket sales
passed the 24,000 mark. The top prize
remains £3,200 but an additional £500
prize has been introduced.

AUGUST 1, 1998

First prize (305 runs, £3,200): CSgt
A Munroe, 2 R Anglian, Dhekelia.

Second prize (304 runs, £1,600):
LCpl TW White, 2 LI.

Third prize (298 runs, £1,200): WO2
JH Howard.

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

Fourth prize (296 runs, £900): WO2
W Tait, School of Army Aviation,
Middle Wallop.

Fifth prize (295 runs, £600): SSgt E
Taylor, 5/8 Kings (V), Warrington.

Sixth prize (278 runs, £500): SSgt G
Colville, HQ Dhekelia Garrison.

Seventh prize (277 runs, £400): Pte
D Rhoddan, 1 A and SH, Edinburgh.

Eighth prize (276 runs, £300): CSgt
JW McGregor, 1 RRF.

Two-way tie for ninth prize (275
runs, £150): LCpl M Gillett, 11 Signal
Regt, Blandford; Sgt TE Wright, 3
Armd Fd Amb, Sennelager.

AUGUST 8, 1998

First prize (266 runs, £3,200): Capt
SJ Donoghue, 5 Regt RA, Catterick.

Second prize (265 runs, £1,600):
WO2 IG Dale, ATDU, Bovington.

Third prize (252 runs, £1,200): LCpl
N McKenzie, 26 Tpt Sqn RLC.

Two-way tie for fourth prize (248
runs, £750): Sgt GN Allerton,
AFPAA, Worthy Down; WO1 R
Murdy, Royal Hospital Haslar.

Sixth prize (242 runs, £500): Capt
NC Brogan, 8 Arty Sp Regt RLC,
Catterick.

Seventh prize (241 runs, £400): Sgt
J Tebbutt, SEAE, Arborfield.

Eighth prize (235 runs, £300): Sgt
Rastra Rai, ASPT, Aldershot.

Two-way tie for ninth prize (234
runs, £150): Sgt JM Hutchinson,
MCTC, Colchester;, W02 D
Middleton, 1 (UK) ADSR, Herford.

AUGUST 15, 1998

First prize (371 runs, £3,200): LCpl
G Wilkinson, The Light Dragoons,
Hohne.

Second prize (365 runs, £1,600): Sgt
SD Berryman, 1 Coldm Gds,
Windsor.

Third prize (360 runs, £1,200): Sgt
IA Brookwell, 39 Regt RA, Newcastle
upon Tyne.

Fourth prize (359 runs, £900): Lt
Col NC Millen, RAC Gny Wing,
Hohne.

Fifth prize (354 runs, £600): Sgt LA
Edwards, AFCO Cardiff.

Sixth prize (349 runs, £500): Capt
AA Tilley, HQBF Falkland Islands

Seventh prize (348 runs, £400
each): Lt CE Craven, QDG, Catterick.

Eighth prize (343 runs, £300): Sgt
CA Pearson, 25 Engr Regt.

Ninth prize (342 runs, £200): SSgt
MA Wright, ATR Lichfield

Tenth prize (341 runs, £100): SSgt JH

Longman, 5 AB Bde Log Bn, Aldershot.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Owing to the non-participation of
premier league clubs on September 5,
1998 the lottery on that date will be
based on cricket scores. The
championship match Sussex v
Glamorgan starting on Sunday, August
30 will count, if needed, towards the
lottery on August 29 and not
September 5 - that is, if neither county
has an innings during the week August
24-29.

HOLIDAYS

Florida, Kissimmee - a sumptuous
four bedroom, three bathroom villa
with private pool. Close to shops, golf
and main attractions. Tel: 01305
835150. 18

DELIGHTFUL
BLACKPOOL HOTEL (B&B)
in Prime Location
Run by Ex-Serviceman

Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays, breaks
and functions. Prices include full English
breakfast and five course evening meal.

Holmurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue
Blackpool Central

Telephone: 01253 625977
Proprietor; Tony Salvin

HOUSELETS

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

*A STRAIGHT FORWARD
INDIVIDUAL LETTING AND
MANAGEMENT SERVICE BY STAFF
WHO CARE FOR YOUR HOME*
(COVERING ALL OF THE SOUTH EAST)
"PHONE OR WRITE FOR A BROCHURE:

GREENFIELD HOUSE ,
DOWLANDS LANE,
COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX, RH10 3HX.
Tel/Fax: 01342 718671 (24hrs)

For details of advertising rates and publishing dates
please call SOLDIER on
01252 347352

SOLDIER September 1998
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HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management
HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you, Qur
small but professional company finds suitable
tenants, manages your property and ensures its
return to you as and when required. With an office
base in Loughborough we cover most East

Midlands areas.
For further information please telffax
01509 266151
orwrite to;
134 KNIGHTTHORPE ROAD,
LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LE11 5JU

NOTICES

CHARITY: THE SOLDIERS’
DEPENDANTS FUND

REFERENCE: EN/107085/AFC

The Charity Commission proposes to make a
Scheme to amend the trusts of this charity. A
copy of the draft Scheme can be seen at the
office of The Soldiers’ Dependants Fund,
Bldg 43, Trenchard Lines, Upavon, Wilts
SN9 6BE. during the month of September
1998, or can be obtained by sending a
stamped addressed envelope to The Charity
Commission, Woodfield House, Tangier,
Taunton, Somerset TA1 4BL, quoting the
above reference.

Comments or representations can be made
within one month from today.

REUNIONS

Anyone who was stationed in
Rendsburg, Germany from 1945
until 1950, please contact Liztle Fimny,
now aged 63. Suhmsheide la, 24768
Rendsburg, Germany. ovron

Lost touch with friends from your
service days? We can help you renew

contact. SAE to Forces Connect
Association, 57 Norwich Close,
Lichfield WS13 7S]. 1as

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified adverusements are accepted
on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to
the following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to
decline any copy material of which they
may not approve whether an order shall
have been accepted or not. All advertise-
ments are accepted subject to approval
and conditionally upon space being avail-
able. The Publishers reserve the right to
make any alteration they consider neces-
sary or desirable in an advertisement to
meet their approval. The Publishers also
reserve the right to cancel or suspend any
adverusement without stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to
meet the wishes of advertisers, the Pub-
lishers do not guarantee the insertions of
any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any
loss or damage occasioned by any total or
partial failure (however caused) of publi-
cation or distribution of any edition in
which any advertisement is scheduled to
appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for
errors occurring after the first insertion of
an advertisement in a series. It is the
responsibility of the advertiser to inform
the Publishers of any such error in suffi-
cient time to allow the amendment. A
voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the
following headings: Accommodation,
Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars
Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions,
For Sale, Gift Services, Holidays,
Houselets, Notices, Property for
Sale, Reunions, Services, Situations
Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training,
Wanted. Other headings will be applied
if deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion
of an advertisement shall amount to an
acceptance of the above conditions and
any conditions stipulated by an agency or
advertiser shall be void insofar as they are in
conflict with them.
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‘® PHONE FOR FREE CAT QUOTING COMBAT ® ANY ORDER P&P £3.50 I Q
<] EMAIL: SOLIDIER@MILITARY.CO.UK E

WEB SITE: WWW.MILITARY.CO.UK | ;

“50 YEARS OF SERVICE 1O
TO THE SERVICES” 12

March in - Kit out...iﬁﬁn_&ﬁs____s;;m;_i.;‘________'_____
PRO BOOTS ERGHAUS BRITISH

LEATHER £55.00 CORDURA £45.00 IOWA DESERT BOOTS
GORE-TEX®|:

£

Genuine Issue Kit. . oo e e e e o e

DPM Para Smock  SAS Windproof 1959 Pattern lllF"ﬂ.gm‘ SNUGPAK SNUGPAK :
4 press-stud bulgy pockets.  Smock - DPM Denison smock . .f, Block Sleeka Jacket.  Merlin Softie
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SEAT"’S Ibiza is the small car that lacks
nothing, writes Syd Taylor.

It has a style to turn heads and attract
admiring glances on the high street — and
it is available in a choice of unusually
striking and youthful colours.

The smooth bonnet line rises to a
sharply-raked windscreen with flowing
lines producing a feeling of forward
motion and power. The chic styling and
sheer jauntiness give it an irresistible
charm, but unlike some rivals the Ibiza’s
attraction goes much deeper.

Tight panel gaps and a flawless paint
finish signal top quality and it’s not sur-
prising that Seat give a three-year unlimit-
ed mileage warranty. This is a tough, well-
put-together car which promises durabili-
ty and longevity.

The short bonnet and long cabin pro-
portions indicate the space within while
deep screen and expansive side glass sug-
gest a light and airy interior — and it’s no
illusion. Big doors give excellent access
and there’s room for five — just, with
plenty for four — and a deep boot.

Practicality starts with high-quality fix-
tures and fittings that promise miles of
squeak- and rartle-free integrity, as you
would expect from a car produced by the
Volkswagen Group.

The five-door TDi version tested is par-
ticularly well-equipped and you get power
steering, remote central locking, alarm
and immobiliser, electric front windows
and door mirrors, tilt-and-slide glass sun-
roof, driver’s airbag, tinted glass and a
good stereo radio cassette.

The dictum that a comfortable driver is
a safe one has been thor-
oughly embraced in the
Ibiza and at the wheel —
whatever vour shape and
size — everything adjusts to
fit. Driver seat height,
steering column and seat
belt  height are all
adjustable. You settle into
a well-shaped and high-
backed seat which is sup-
portive and comfortable.

Wheel and pedals are
properly aligned, so the
driving position should
meet with approval from
any osteopath. In fact it’s
far more comfortable on a
long run than many sup-
posed “luxury” saloons.

The big news with the
TDi Ibiza is the remark-
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Road test: Seat Ibiza TDi Five-Door

ENGINE Front transverse
1896c¢c, four-cylinder turbo
diesel; 90 bhp at 4000 rpm,
149 Ib/ft. at 1900 rpm.
TRANSMISSION Five-speed rear.
manual, FWD.

pinion.

STEERING Power, rack-and-
BRAKES Disc front, drum

KERB WEIGHT 1070 kg.

PERFORMANCE Maximum
speed, 112 mph; 0 - 62 mph,
11.9 sec.

MPG. Out-of-town 70.6,
combined 58.9.

PRICE £11,995.

Protectionist policy: For those whose
occupation or social position make
them vulnerable to attack, the BMW
540i Protection is a lightweight, dis-
creet option. Aramide fibre mats in

able 1.9 litre direct-injection turbo-
charged and intercooled diesel engine.
The pulling-power from low speeds
makes this supermini feel really rapid
where it counts most — in real-world dri-
ving conditions and particularly in main
road overtaking situations.

You never need to over-use the slick
five-speed gearbox: you just press the “fly-
by-wire” throttle and you surge confi-

strategic positions and security-
glazed windows render its passenger
cell safe against handguns up to .44
Magnum calibre. And it weighs only
130kg more than the standard 540i.

dently past other traffic with ease. With
this kind of usable performance on tap
you soon find yourself cutting journey
times without even trying — and it’s so
much fun, too.

Some sacrifice in economy would be
expected for all this, but since the VW
engine is thought to be one of the most
thermally efficient units in production,
there’s no loss of mpg — and it’s Bio Diesel
compatible too. The lively
performance is matched
by first-class dynamics
and the responsive and
perfectly-weighted steer-
ing adds to the exception-
al driver appeal. With
powerful brakes, you are
firmly in control of every
situation. Tenacious road-
holding inspires complete
confidence.

The TDi Ibiza is a very
special car indeed which
has redefined the meaning
of diesel-driving by setting
new standards.

Looked at separately,
each area of the TDi Ibiza
is outstanding. Looked at
as a whole, it is simply
brilliant.



Mailbay

Pension advance
scheme ‘rip-of‘F’

LET’S hear it for Kenneth Wilson
(“Don’t commute”, June). I strongly echo
his sentiments regarding the famous com-
mutation facilityy. My message to all
unsuspecting leavers is to be cautious —
can you afford to commute your pension?

I was discharged in 1981 after 22 years
and like Kenneth was encouraged to com-
mute the maximum permissible percent-
age of my pension to assist with house
purchase and resettlement. The commut-
ed sum was £4,500. I “repaid” the
advance over the next 15 years at £630
per annum, thus repaying some £9,450.

When I sought the advice of the RAPC,
a faceless staff officer told me that “if I
wisely invested the commuted portion of
my pension, it would earn me far more
than I was having to repay the MoD, so |
would have come out of the deal ahead,
even after repayments”.

What world was he living in? The
money needed to be used for the immedi-

Was this the only
commemoration?

SO FAR as I am aware, the only service of
commemoration marking the 50th
anniversary of the end of the Palestine
Campaign (1945-48) was held in the
beautiful Bath Abbey on Sunday, July 19.

More than 1,000 veterans were on
parade and the aisle was lined with stan-
dards of the Royal British Legion and reg-
imental associations from all over the UK.

Gerald Burr (ex-Roval Artillery) was
the initiator, helped by the excellent
organisation of RBL North Somerset
Branch.

Among dignitaries present were the
Lord Lieutenant, mayor and local MP.
The retiring collection was in aid of the
training of Palestinian nurses.

Readers will have noticed in the media
details of the 50th anniversary of the
founding of the State of Israel. Why the
conclusion of the League of Nations Man-
date was not similarly reported I cannot
imagine. — C J Wareing (ex-Sgt RE),
Redditch, Worcs.

Lottery idea support

I SUPPORT the suggestion from Lt Col
W A Lyons (Aug) for a National Lottery
grant for a 1939-45 roll of honour for
those who gave their lives.

Names are sadly lacking on most war
memorials. — A R Blake, Northfleet,
Kent.

ate housing of my family, not for the
amusement or luxury of playing the stock
market.

It seems immoral and unjust that the
MoD should have apparently ripped-off
soldiers. Banks, finance companies or
even loan sharks do not charge 100 per
cent interest.

Over the years the ministry must have
recouped huge sums in revenue from
“double commutations” and I would be
interested to know where the money has
gone. — G Davies, Crawley, W Sussex.

—

Write us a

-
HOT under the Prize leﬂer
collar? Want to
take issue on a serious topic? Need
to settle a difference of opinion on a burn-
ing question?

Or do you just want to share a good
story with thousands of other readers
around the world?

As ever, Soldier welcomes your letters,
whether you are an officer or other rank;
serving or civvy; nine, 19 or 90.

All we ask is that you keep them brief
and to the point.

We'd prefer them to be typed but if they
are handwritten, names and addresses
(not necessarily for publication) should be
in block capitals.

A prize from Soldier’s gift collection will
be awarded each month if we judge that a
letter, serious or humorous, merits it. So
get writing!

@ Acceptance or rejection of letters is
the decision of the Editor, who reserves the
right to amend for length, clarity or style.
Anonymous letters will not be considered.

Draining work: This Soldier photograph from June, 1965 shows men building a culvert at
the Loeng Nok-Tha airstrip site. Drainage was a big challenge during Op Crown (see below)

British soldiers in
Yietham war zone

IN 1966-67 I served a tour of duty in
Thailand on Op Crown with a troop of
RCT, Royal Engineers, REME and a
detachment of Australian Medical Corps.

I can find no written record of the job.
Were we not supposed to be there because
of our closeness to the Laos border during
the Vietnam War?

The airfield we were building was sup-
posed to be an emergency airstrip for civil
aircraft but we only ever saw USAF Phan-
toms and Caribou transporters.

The Thai Government wanted to award
us all Gold and Silver Star medals for ser-
vice to their country, but our Government
turned them down. As we were serving in
a war zone, why were we not decorated?

My 23 years and 147 days’ service were
the best part of my life. If Jim Mottram
(Thailand), Tich Wilson (Duisberg and
Minden) and John Cartlidge (Duisberg)
are reading this, I would like to hear from
them. — Maurice Moroney, 2 Sharn-
brook Court, High Street, Sharn-
brook, Bedfordshire MK44 1PG.

®If the Army did it, Soldier covered it. Opera-
tion Crown, which started in December 1963
(building Loeng Nok-Tha airfield) and Op Post
Crown (road-building, January 1967-April
1968) were featured extensively in this maga-
zine in the June 1965, August 1967 and July
1968 editions. The earlier operation was the
first major task for British soldiers in Thailand
since the infamous Burma-Siam death railway.
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. "Sgt Biggs is fishing, Sir,
~ the others are on fatigues
or leave . .. I'm the ‘Quick
Reaction Force’!”

Smallest Army in the world? — Pages 18-19 il

We fight on, say
huclear veterans

AS READERS will be aware (Soldier,
July) the British nuclear veterans’ case for
official compensation for the effects of
exposure to radiation during the Christ-
mas Island tests 40 years ago was over-
turned by the European Court of Human
Rights in June.

The vote in Strasbourg, after eight
months of deliberation, was the closest
possible, with four of the nine judges
arguing that the men’s human rights had
indeed been violated.

Three criticised the UK Government
of the day for failing to monitor the health
of Servicemen, despite being aware of the
threat of radiation sickness.

It was a great disappointment for the

many veterans and their families who
have suffered since the tests.

Despite this setback, the British
Nuclear Tests Veterans Association
intends to fight on, stung by the fact that
they were beaten on a legal technicality
surrounding the claimants’ accessibility
to classified documents. — Jim Haggas,
Stockton-On-Tees.

® A revised version of Jim Haggas'’s book,
Christmas Island: The Wrong Place at the
Wrong Time (reviewed in Soldier in March),
with new eye-witness accounts, is available
from him at 7, Battersby Close, Yarm, Stock-
ton-On-Tees, TS15 9RX (tel 01642 784357) at
£4.99, adding 65p (UK) and £2.50 (overseas)
for p&p.

How Army training can save lives

YOUR heartwarming story of the sea
rescue by surfing soldiers in the Adriatic
(Aug) shows the value of fitness, training
and quick reaction. When it comes to our
turn to hear the cry for help, will we
respond in the right way?

I and seven fellow members of the
London Fire Brigade Diving Club were
on the English south coast when we saw
an elderly man trying to beach a large
fishing whaler in a violent surf, with a man
on shore trying to yell instructions.

A freak wave lifted the boat and occu-
pant bodily upwards some 15ft and, turn-
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ing it upside-down, hurled it and its con-
tents back towards the surf. Without
thought, we all waded into the sea, got the
boat righted in the few seconds’ respite the
sea allowed, and carried the old gent up
the shingle to a hut, where medical help
was summoned. — Jerry Davies (RAPC,
HAC and LFB), Anglesey.

THE book The Uniforms of 1798-1803 (Four
Courts Press, Dublin), is £9.95 in paperback,
not £14.95 (Aug). It is available at most good
bookshops in Britain. — Ronan Gallagher, Four
Courts Press, Dublin 8.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: solmag@btinternet.com

ps e ¢ @
Mons WAS hard

| WAS more than a little surprised by | R
Donald’s letter about Mons OCS (Aug). It
takes some believing that ANY of my dis-
tinguished predecessors such as RSMs
Tibby Brittain, Charlie Smy, Desmond
Lynch and Stanley Blake allowed staff
members to perform “virtually no duties™!

Certainly during my two tours in 1967-68
and 1969-72 the staff — particularly the
sergeants’ mess members - had a very
hard and busy life. The course for officer
cadets was extremely tough and produced
many first-class officers. — Maj Peter Hors-
fall, Southgate, London.

Remember us, too

YOUR article on Malaya (July) brought
back memories, but given the length of the
emergency and the number of Servicemen
involved | feel a longer and more detailed
feature could have been presented.
Having been in the REME attached to
the Royal Scots Fusiliers myself, | noticed
that none of the support regiments was
mentioned (I can think of nine). Now that
most of the corps no longer exist as they
were then, or indeed the regiments, | sup-
pose we are to remain forgotten. Please
remember, without all the back-up the
fighting regiments would not be so suc-
cessful. - J Pester, Wokingham, Berks.

IN MALAYA, 3 Coy RASC was with 2nd
Guards Brigade (not 2 Coy RASC) and no
mention was made in your article of the
Royal Marine Commando Brigade, which
was under Army command. — Frank John-
son (3 Coy RASC, Malaya, Aug 1949-Aug
1952), Bawtry, S Yorks.

@ For space reasons, we had to concentrate
on Commonwealth major Army units. No dis-
respect to support units was intended.

No consistency

THERE seems little or no consistency with
the issue of medals (‘Smouldering griev-
ance of Canal Zone veterans’, July).

For example, the South Atlantic “Falk-
lands” Medal was awarded to members of
the Royal Air Force serving in Ascension
Island, 4,000 miles from any danger.

I am an ardent reader of Soldier, even
though | served in the Royal Navy during
the Suez Crisis in 1956 on board HMS
Crane. - B C Lilley, Llantwit Major, S Glam.

Gentlemen, please!

AS a member of the British Ex-Services
Association in Australia | should like to
commend you on Soldier, which is well
read here. | am also a former member of
the now-defunct Dunkirk Association. On
leave in 1940 after that operation, in which
| served with the 2nd Battalion, The Lan-
cashire Fusiliers, | bought a book called
Gentlemen of Dunkirque. Does anyone
else remember this or still possess a
copy? — Henry Power, Unit 3-17 Browne
Street, New Farm, Brisbane, Queensland.
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Chinook-eye view of
Special Forces ops
DAVID McMullon served with the
RAF in the Falklands and the
Gulf. His Chinook team searched
— for Bravo Two

Zero and he
believes he
and his wife
lost a baby
due to Gulf
War iliness.
He was a col-
= league of the

3 two airmen
04¥I MeNBLION accused of

- “pilot error”
after the Mull of Kintyre Chinook
crash. All good reasons why his
candid book Chinook! The Spe-
cial Forces Flight in War and
Peace (Simon & Schuster, hard-
back, £16.99) will be devoured
by all with an interest in the sup-
posedly more “glamorous” areas
of military life.

Life in the SAS —in
their own words

FORMER Int Corps officer
Adrian Weale has compiled an
impression of “the way the SAS
works and
what it is like
tobeinit,
through the
accounts of
men who
have served
in and with the
unit: official,
autobiograph-
ical and infor-
mal”. Whether
the resulting
illustrated
“oral history”, published by Sidg-
wick & Jackson in hardback at
£20, is indeed The Real SAS is
for others to judge; what is cer-
tain is that part of the author's
royalty will be donated to the
SAS Association.

THE SPECIAL FORCES FLIGHT 1N WHR AKD PACE

From early frogmen
to Gulf saboteurs

ANOTHER one for those with
insatiable appetites for Special
Forces info (especially if it is
“authentic”) is

TRUE STORIES [Jitdvniiod

OF THE Robin Hunter
s B s (Virgin, paper-
*" H

back, £5.99).
Again using
first-hand
accounts of
participants,
this ex-com-
mando traces
the unit's his-
tory from the
earliest frogmen to the sabotage
missions behind the lines in the
Gulf War, taking in the human
torpedoes, D-Day and the Falk-
lands along the way.

8

Dead
terror

LANDMINES and their grim
human toll are high on the
public agenda at the moment,
and rightly so.

But weapons with the
capacity to kill or maim the
innocent at random are noth-
ing new, as Britons on the
home front in the Second
World War were well aware.

Some fell from the sky. The
towns of Grimsby and
Cleethorpes almost came to a
standstill on June 13, 1943
when, as well as high explo-
sives, hundreds of anti-per-
sonnel bombs were dropped
in an air raid.

When No 3 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers
was called in, the first officer
on the scene found these so-
called “butterfly” bombs lying
about on roads, gates, fences
and telephone wires. Some
had landed in attics, others
had penetrated ceilings.

MOVEMENT

As the experts were to dis-
cover, the slightest movement
could set them off. Yet to
defuse each one it was neces-
sary to get within an inch of it.

When the areas were finally
given the “all-clear” about
2,500 butterfly bombs were
counted. Fourteen people
had been killed in the initial
raid but the deadly devices,
with half their 2kg weight con-
sisting of explosive that could
kill at 50 yards, claimed a fur-
ther 43.

A schoolboy picked one up
in a Cleethorpes garden a
week after the raid and carried
it for half a mile before hand-

The Lonely War by Lt Col (Retd)
Eric Wakeling. B D Publishing, 6
Wendover Road, Bourne End,
Bucks SL8 5NT, paperback, £9
(cheques to E Wakeling).

Dangerous world of UXBs:
Lt Col (Retd) Eric Wakeling

ing it to a warden. Seconds
later, placed out of danger to
human life, it blew up.

For the men of Bomb Dis-
posal — forerunners of today’s
33 Engineer Regiment (Ex-
plosive Ordnance Disposal) —
the butterflies were just one
threat in the continuous battle
to keep British towns and
cities safe. Another was the
menace of the minefields laid
around the coastal shores.
Metal fatigue made them an
ever-increasing danger as the
war went on.

In one 1944 incident it took
only a stray dog to set off a
mine which in turn detonated
others in the area, killing two
bomb disposal experts.

When the time came to
count the war’s cost, 394 offi-
cers and men of the Bomb
Disposal companies had been
killed and 207 wounded.
Thirteen George Crosses and

v butterflies that
sed Cleethorpes

115 George Medals were
awarded, and many MBEs.

Unfortunately, recognition
of such gallantry was uneven.
When it was suggested that
the Bomb Disposal men
should receive the 1939-45
Star, they were told that if
they got it, the Anti-Aircraft
Gunners should get it, too —
and the gunners were said to
be no more at risk that the rest
of the civil population . . .

In his fascinating book
telling the story of wartime
bomb disposal, Lt Col Eric
Wakeling writes: “When we
celebrated the anniversary of
our formation, we had a com-
memorative service in St
Paul’s Cathedral.

“It was well attended by the
‘Old and Bold’ wearing their
gallantry awards.

NO MEDAL

“However, it begged the
question, where did these
men fight to get their awards?
There was no indication that
they had ever been in a war as
they didn’t have a campaign
medal to show where they had
fought.”

Col Wakeling’s 1994 book,
reprinted by public demand,
is an excellent account of the
men who pitted their wits
against the skill of enemy
boffins.

The Germans knew that an
unexploded bomb could hold
up the war effort if no one was
prepared to deal with it. They
had reckoned without the
resolve of the men of the
Bomb Disposal companies of
the Royal Engineers. — AG

quently at Oosterbeek.

Arnhem Sacrifice, compiled and edited by
Colin Cummings, a retired wing commander, is a
tribute to those who took part. He provides facts
about the organisation of the air and ground
forces not always easily accessible and lists — he
believes for the first time — all British, Dutch,
Polish and US gallantry awards and the citations

Arnhem tribute will aid museums

COUNTLESS words have been written about the
actions at Arnhem in September 1944 and subse-

for almost all the British medals. He also includes
a roll of honour of men of the Polish Parachute
Brigade, the aircrews and RASC air dispatchers.

This well-researched paperback is published at
£15.99 (plus £2 p&p) by Nimbus Publishing, PO
Box 3, Yelvertoft, Northampton NN6 6ZE.

Cheques should be made payable to the
author, who is donating any profits to the Museum
of Army Flying, the Airborne Forces Museum and
Airborne Museum, Oosterbeek.

=

7

September 1998 SOLDIER



Iriblites u-lJ,)

APART from their connection with the
Second World War, the four paperbacks
shown here have other things in common —
all are from the extensive catalogue of

A Lane Publishers, of Stockport, which
produces books of interest to (and, indeed,
written by) former members of the Forces,
and all help to raise money for the National
Ex-Services Association (NESA).

D-Day veteran Leslie Burns’s memoir
For Gunners’ Sake, shown on the right, and
A Green Hill Far Away (not shown) by Fred
Hirst, formerly 2/5th Battalion, The
Sherwood Foresters, are two of the latest

_,.;s~f'ur::.>

2 X
S P rOL _P
group
titles, both of which are priced at £12.

Many other books pay tribute to those
who suffered as prisoners-of-war of the
Japanese, including more than a dozen by
ex-PoW Arthur Lane, organiser of NESA,
formed in June 1996 with just 40 members.
The association now has more than 1,000
on its books and its newspaper, NESA
News, is dispatched to more than 5,000
readers.

More information on the book catalogue
can be obtained from A Lane Publishers,
61 Charles Street, Stockport, SK1 3JR
(tel 0161 477 2681).

South Albertas stand
out in VC hall of fame

CANADA’S part in the
Second World War is all too
often overshadowed by its
bigger partners. Its forces
were included under “British”
and its production efforts
under “North American”.

Also, many regiments were
based on part-time forces and
disbanded soon after the war,
so losing a vital thread in
recording their history.

Not all was lost, though,
and the passing of time does
not stop detailed accounts
being produced.

One such story is this,
which covers the South Alber-
ta Regiment from September,
1939, when it was short of
almost everything except
enthusiasm, to the extent that
uniforms produced to its own
pattern were worn before offi-
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South Albertas: A Canadian
Regiment at War by Donald E
Graves. Published in hardback by
Robin Brass Studio, 10 Blantyre
Avenue, Toronto, Canada M1N
2R4, $59.95 Canadian, $47.95
US. UK distributors: Spellmount,
Tunbridge Wells TN3 ONX.

cial ones were provided. An
infantry unit until the end of
1941, when it became the
29th Canadian Armoured
Regiment, it travelled with its
parent 4th Armoured Divi-
sion to England in mid-1942
and continued training,
becoming the  division’s
Armoured  Reconnaissance
Regiment late the same year.
Landing in France in July
1944, its soldiers took part in
the breakout from Normandy.
During the actions to encircle

the German forces in the
Falaise pocket, a close-fought
battle at Lambert-sur-Dives
resulted in the only award of a
Victoria Cross to a Canadian
in Normandy, which was also
the only one awarded to a
Canadian armoured unit
during the Second World War.

After that it advanced
through Belgium and Holland
and into Germany via the
Reichswald Forest, acting as
needed In reconnaissance,
armoured, infantry support,
artillery or any other role.

The detailed story includes
interviews with, and letter and
diary extracts written by,
those who took part, as well as
photographs and maps. It is a
worthy tribute to Canadians
who deserve their own place
in history. — PB

Outstanding diary of

a human tragedy

DESCRIPTIVE writing of some
brilliance brings the human
tragedy of the former Yugoslavia
sharply into
focus in At
War Without
Weapons: A
Peace-keeper
in the Bosnia
Conflict (Air-
life, hardback,
£19.95). Soren
Bo Husum, a
Danish officer,
kept a diary
while serving
unarmed as a UN military
observer in Mostar, Zadar and
the Bihac Pocket and his exami-
nation of the impact of the fight-
ing on the civilian population is
particularly impressive.

Life in the raw for
Rhodesian at war

IN 1976, Chris Cocks joined the
Rhodesian Light Infantry and did
18 months’ national service.
Then instead r
of going to uni- |~
versity in Eng- |
land as
planned he
signed on as a
regular for
another two
years which
changed his
life. Fireforce
(Covos Books,
hardback,
£22.50 plus £2 p&p from Enthu-
siasts Library, 55 Hewitt Road,
London N8 0BS) is a personal
diary of a bloody bush war
fought mostly at very close quar-
ters. The action is served up raw

. . this is gripping stuff if you
want to read a foot-soldier's view
of life at the sharp end.

Guerrilla warfare in
the Solomon Islands

DICK Horton was district officer
of Guadalcanal in the Solomon
Islands and a member of their
defence force
when the
Japanese
invaded. The
final part of his
history of the
Solomons,
Between the
Thunder and
the Sun (The
Book Guild,
hardback,
£14.95),
covers the
Allied guerrilla campaign against
the occupation forces in
Bougainville. He later served in
US, Australian and British forces
and was a civil servant in Malaya
during the emergency.




Bulletin Board
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Serving and ex-members of the Airborne
Engineers are invited to join a soon-to-be-
formed Scottish Branch of the AE Association.
Contact James Barton, 82 Broombank Ter-
race, Edinburgh EH12 7NY (0131 466 1085).

Ted Harrison, ex-RN (HMS Consort 1953),
wishes to hear from former friends from the
East Yorks with whom he served on attach-
ment at Paloh in 1953. Contact him at 37 Ford
Park Road, Mutley, Plymouth PL4 6NU
(01752 235470).

T Killen wishes to contact Capt Alex Fergu-
son RE and his wife Roseanne, whose last-
known address was in Tidworth Garrison.

Replies to 102 Clyfton
Close, Broxbourne, Herts
EN10 6NY.

Robert J Gilmour wishes to
hear from anyone who
served with his uncle, Lt
James Hunter Gilmour, a
CANLOAN officer attached
to the 1st Battalion, The
Gordon Highlanders in
April 1944, He died of
wounds in Normandy on
June 18, 1944 and is buried
at Ranville War Cemetery.
Replies to 236 John Bow-
ser Crescent, Newmarket,
Ontario, L3Y 7N5 , Canada ((905) 895 9203).

landings.

Author researching 34 Armoured Brigade
wishes to contact ex-members of 9 RTR, 107,
147 and 153 Regiments RAC and brigade
combat service support units. Contact Robert
d’'Elia, 12 Allée Hector Berlioz, 78000 Ver-
sailles, France.

Author preparing book on the children’s camp
at Prestatyn, Wales seeks information on the
period 1939-46 when it was used by Army
units. Replies to Bill Wilkinson, 41 Wesley
Street, Swinton, Manchester M27 6AD.

Wayne Davies seeks details of urban camou-
flage pattern used on Berlin Brigade Land
Rovers and tanks in the 1960s and 1970s.
Replies to 17 Archie Street, Harrogate HG1
2DD (01423 526642 or mobile 0374 961251).

T P Sargeant, ex-Gren Gds, seeks details of
the Royal Irish Invalids, with whom a distant
relative served and was wounded in 1797,
perhaps in St Lucia or a similar-sounding town
or country. Replies to Les Galleterios, Route
Des Adams, St Pierre Du Bois, Guernsey,
Channel Islands.

German journalist is trying to trace Sgt
Ronald Frank Field, or news of him, on
behalf of a woman whose life he saved when

APPOINTMENTS

Brigadiers: J R Brown — To Comdt DMSTC,
Aug 21; R Talbot — To Service Attacheé,
Riyadh, Aug 23.

Colonels: AF Davidson — To Service
Attaché, Prague; R N Wertheim — To Colonel
Training HQ RAC.

Lieutenant Colonels: G T Baldwin QDG —
To SHAPE, Jan 4; C Brundle RA — To BMM
Kuwait, Jan 20; C H D Darell KRH — To HQ
Land, Nov 30; N R Drayton REME — To HQ
ARRC, Jan 4; T P M Forster RLC — To HQ NI,

The New Forest Branch of the
Normandy Veterans Associa- ‘
tion is appealing for funds to in the
help with a large-scale pilgrim-
age by its members, the
youngest of whom are in their
seventies, to mark next year’s
55th anniversary of the D-Day

Anyone who can help is
asked to contact Normandy
veteran Gordon Berryman at
The Quantocks, 35 Maple
Close, Barton-on-Sea, Hants
BH25 7AR, tel 01425 617369.

she was a 14-year-old girl at Schwerte, Ger-
many in 1945. Contact Boris Gatthar, Det-
molder Str 23, D-42389, Wuppertal, Germany
(0049 202 603035).

Phil Harris, who served with the UK Service
Liaison Staff, Pretoria (1950-53) and was
subsequently posted to HQ Northumbrian Dis-
trict at Catterick, would like to hear from
former mission colleagues. Replies to P O Box
28179, Sunnyside, Pretoria 0132, Republic of
South Africa.

Martyn W Stone seeks First World War unit,
service, medal details of his grandfathers,
Fredrick George Row of Dartmouth, who
survived the Battle of the
Somme, and Fredrick
James Stone, who served

Somerset Light
Infantry and - Hampshire
Regiment in France.

Replies to 3 Gissons Lane,
Kennford, Exeter EX6 7UB
(01392 832920).

D Kington is searching for
old comrades of his late
grandfather, 2136361 Spr
Edward (Ted) Kington,
from Bristol, who served
with No 700 Gen Const Coy
RE (1941-43) in Scotland,
Algeria, Tunisia and Sicily. Also 58 Bomb Dis-
posal Section RE (1944-46) in Barnet, France,
Belgium, Holland and Germany. Replies to
48a Compton Crescent, Chessington, Surrey
KT9 2HB (0181 397 9516 home, 0181 481
3004 office).

Oct 19; P A Gray REME - To DGES(A), Jan
11; A N Morphet, R Signals — To APC PN, Nov
30; R Robinson RLC — To DGES(A), Sept 28;
D J L Swann QRH - To JSCSC, Feb 1; RD
Boden AGC - To ACDS (Overseas); AP W
Campbell, Aand SH - To MS4 APC; IM
Dowdswell RA — To D Pol (ICS).

Retirements
Colonels: E J K O'Brien, late QDG, Aug 13;
A C Taylor, late R Anglian, Aug 16.

Tal Handaqg School, Malta (1947-78): Third
reunion of RN School Tal Handagq will be held
in Bicester, Oxford on Sept 26. Past staff and
pupils welcome. Details from Viv Daly on
01752 894846.

Ex-pupils (1958-62) from Chobham School,
Surrey, many of whom were from Army fami-
lies stationed at Blackdown and Deepcut,
sought for a reunion in October. Replies to Mrs
R Ross, 5 Woodside Close, Knaphill, Woking,
Surrey GU21 2DD.

Arborfield Old Boys' Association: Reunion
at Arborfield, Oct 23-25. Details: Bob Hambly,
19/20 St Mary’s Butts, Reading, Berks RG1
2LN (0118 9594533, fax 0118 9569020).

5 Kings/2 T Force OCA: Reunion dinner and
AGM in Stoke on Trent, Oct 24-25. Details
from K V G Moore, The Granary, Bacton, Nor-
wich NR12 0JP (01692 651086).

212 AD Bty RA (V): Highland Gunners are
holding a SNCOs’ reunion in Arbroath on Oct
31. Ex-Sergeants’ Mess members wishing to
attend should contact the Battery on 01241
875754 or SSgt A Sangster on 01382 901365.

120 Light Battery RA (Oct 1951-Feb 1955):
All who served in Korea invited to reunion at
Cranfield University, May 25-26, 1999. Details
from David Drinkwater on 01330 860351.

Arborfield (Army) Apprentices, Intakes
50A and 50B: 50th anniversary reunion
planned for Oct 2000. Contact Clem Clements
on 01604 712128 or Tom Lennox on 01423
865225.

Whistle-stop: Germany Detach-
ment of 79 Railway Squadron
RLC, commanded by Sgt Matt
Lane, will bid farewell when it
locks up the Wulfen loco shed on
September 15, marking the end
of the line for British Army rail-
waymen in continental Europe.

The four-man detachment
has been outloading MLRS
ammunition from BAD Wulfen
for 12 Supply Regiment RLC,
which is also due to shut up
shop later this year. From left
are LCpl Simon Holdsworth, Sgt
Matt Lane, Pte Adrian Robinson
and Cpl Alan Norris.

Closure will bring to an end a
long tradition of Army railway

4 units in Germany, including the
famous Berlin Military Train and the ambu-
lance train of the Cold War years.

Main body of 79 Squadron deployed
from Moenchengladbach to Marchwood,
near Southampton, last year, leaving just
four men behind to complete the Wulfen
outload for UKSC(G). The squadron has
become part of 17 Port and Maritime Regi-
ment RLC and is in the process of reorgan-
ising itself to provide a light rail capability
ready for worldwide deployment as part of
the Joint Rapid Reaction Force. One of its
first tasks may take it back to Germany,
supporting next year’s Exercise Ulan Eagle.
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Fd Marshal Sir Nigel Bagnall inspects members of the “Khaki Chums”, a group of re-enact-
ment specialists who dressed in Malayan Campaign kit to mark the 50th anniversary of both
the Emergency and National Service. They were taking part in a special exhibition organ-
ised by The Green Howards Regimental Museum in Richmond. Fd Marshal Bagnall was
reunited with former Green Howards who served with him when he was a captain in Malaya,
including Maj Jack Riordan, second left, who was his signaller during the campaign

Story-tellers given
Armistice deadline

HAVE you a story to tell? Combat Stress
ask us to remind you that entries for their
1998 short story competition close on
November 11.

Appropriately for Armistice Day, the
themes for the competition are Remem-
brance, Combat Stress and My War.
Entry is open to everyone, particularly
Forces families, and manuscripts should
be no more than 1,000 words.

Each entry should be accompanied by a
donation of at least £5 plus £1 to cover
administration and should be sent to the

Competition  Secretary, Ex-Services
Mental Welfare Society, Broadway
House, The Broadway, Wimbledon,

London SW19 1RL.

Last year’s event, also sponsored by
Combat Stress and the Royal Armouries
Museum in Leeds, attracted more than
700 entries, many of which have been
published in Peace & War 1997, a hard-
back anthology.

In addition to the three main prizes
totalling £1,050, the best script received
by the end of each month will win £100.

O Manchester and Salford Universities’
Officers’ Training Corps celebrated its cente-
nary with a civic reception, displays and
assault course comperition. A volunteer rifle
company — Owens College Company — was
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raised from undergraduates in 1898 as part
of the 2nd Volunteer Barttalion, The Man-
chester Regiment, and a vear later raised vol-
unteers for the Boer War.

d The Duchess of Gloucester visit-
ed the Military Corrective Training
Centre, Colchester for the first time
since becoming Deputy Colonel-in-
Chief of the Adjutant General’s
Corps.

- Waterloo Band of 5 (V) RG¥ and Bod-
icote Royal British Legion Youth Band will
join forces for a concert on September 6 to
raise funds for the youth band. The venue is
the General Foods Sports and Social Club,
Spiceball, Banbury. Tickets: 01295 252871.

J Aldershot Militaria Society holds
its annual exhibition and fair at The
Maltings, Farnham, Surrey on Octo-
ber 4. Winchester and District Mili-
taria Society’s fair is at Winchester
Guildhall on September 13.

4 A reception for The London Regi-
ment was hosted by the Lord Mayor of
London, Sir Richard Nichols, to mark the
unveiling of an heraldic plaque to com-
memorate the granting of the status of
Privileged Regiment to the Londons.

Falklands' field
squadron makes
way for RE Group

FIRST in and last out is the claim of 69
Gurkha Field Squadron, which was sent
to the Falkland Islands in the immediate
aftermath of the 1982 war and this year
deployed as the last Falkland Islands field
squadron.

The Gurkha sappers’ most recent tour
in the South Atlantic was to oversee the
drawdown of the islands’ field squadron
which made way for the new Royal Engi-
neer Group, manned by 42 Field
Squadron.

Much of their efforts were taken up
with backloading equipment and reor-
ganising stores and workshops, but they
still found time to meet their operational
commitments and take part in exercises
and construction tasks.

=

Return to site of
Yorktown battle
for Royal Welch

OFFICERS and men serving with the
3rd Bartalion, The Royal Welch
Fusiliers broke off from a training exer-
cise in Virginia, USA to visit Yorktown,
where their forebears fought in the last
major battle of the American Revolu-
tion.

Last to leave the redoubt despite
being heavily outnumbered by the
combined American and French
armies, the Welch Fusiliers enhanced
their reputation during the battle in
1781.

The visit by 3 RWF, hosted by the
Maryland National Guard at Fort
Pickett, Virginia, for urban warfare
training, was the first by the fusiliers
since the 200th anniversary celebra-
tions of the battle. They were greeted
by members of the historical re-enact-
ment group of the Royal Welch
Fusiliers Association of America,

dressed in scarlet and white tunics.
p A

Record investment

AN Investment in People Award gained
in record time has been presented to
Headquarters Quartermaster General at
Andover. The 16 months taken to achieve
the award is said to be a record for a large
organisation and well below the national
average. Hampshire Training and Enter-
prise  Council described it as an
“immense achievement”.

J

Caldicot Castle military pageant, near New-
port, South Wales, on September 6 will fea-
ture arms and armour through the ages,
ranging from the medieval to a QDG Challenger
1 main battle tank. Details on 01633 880463.
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THE Duke of Westminster, subject of our “My
Army” interview in the May edition, has pre-
sented a new standard to the Army PoW
Escape Club. This august institution was
founded in 1946 for ex-Servicemen who had
escaped from secure enemy custody. It was
“discontinued” as its members became older,
before being resurrected in 1989 by Des
Jones, who can be contacted at 23 Waterside
View, Gorse Stacks, Chester CH1 3EA.

Entries for the Arborfield Old Boys’ Asso-
ciation £50 essay competition have to be in
by September 18. Send them to the Secre-
tary, AOBA, 19/20 St Mary’s Butts, Reading,
Berks RG1 2LN. Essays of between 1,000
and 3,000 words should be on the subject of
“Memories of the Army Apprentice”.

Why is a spell on guard duty referred to as
a “stag”? Nothing to do with a male deer, it
transpires, but an abbreviation of STanding
Armed Guard, according to a letter-writer to
the Daily Mail. Obvious, really.

The Corps of Drums of The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment took part in an
International Military Music Festival in
Krakow, Poland.

The Cirencester-based Royal Gloucester-
shire Hussars Band of the Royal Wessex
Yeomanry raised the profile of British Army
music in Malta during a well-received tour of
the George Cross island. While there, they
paid tribute in the Naval Cemetery at Kalkara
to Maj the Lord Apsley, an officer in the 1st
Royal Gloucestershire Hussars, who was
killed in 1942 in an air crash while returning
from a tour of duty with the Arab Legion.

The Western Front Association is holding
its national meeting at the Central Library Lec-
ture Theatre in Birmingham on October 17.

Sennybridge Field Training Centre,
Brecon has received the MoD Sanctuary
Award for 1997 in recognition for setting up a
conservation centre with access for the public.
It was presented to the commandant, Lt Col
Russ Stafford-Tolley, by junior defence minis-
ter John Spellar during a visit to Sennybridge.

The Royal United Services Institute for
Defence Studies (RUSI) is to receive a
National Lottery grant of £76,360 to restore
books and computerise its 167-year-old
library in Whitehall. It has 16,000 volumes
on military history and a comprehensive
collection of British regimental histories.

Former military policeman
Harry Morton celebrated
his 95th birthday with a
surprise party. It was
thrown for him in Hudders-
field by RMP Association
friends with help from the
Automobile Association.
Harry, who joined the AA
as a patrolman in 1927,
was one of many from the
motoring organisation to
sign up with the Corps of
Military Police as the
Second World War
loomed.

He was involved in the
evacuation at Dunkirk
where he sabotaged
British military vehicles,
including his own motor
cycle, so that they would
be useless to the Germans.
He was also one of the
first to enter Belsen-
Bergen concentration
camp after it was liberated
near the end of the war. He
later returned to the AA.

RWEF celebrate fa
ite obelisk

gran

A GRANITE obelisk with a Welsh slate
tablet inscribed in Welsh, English and
French has been unveiled in Normandy to
commemorate the 243 officers and men
of The Royal Welch Fusiliers killed in
action there between June 6 and August
30, 1944,

Most of those who died in the weeks fol-
lowing D-Day served with the three Terri-
torial battalions of the regiment, the 4th
(Denbighshire), the 6th (Caernarfon and
Anglesey) and the 7th (Merioneth and
Montgomeryshire).

The memorial is sited outside the vil-

SEPTEMBER

5-6: Berwick Military Tattoo, Berwick-upon-
Tweed, in aid of Service charities. Tickets on
01289 307427, credit cards 01289 307113.
19: Minley Show, Gibraltar Barracks, Black-
water, Camberley.

OCTOBER
31: Concert by Waterloo Band, 5 RGJ (V), in
aid of Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, at

[DATES

Py

Garrison Theatre, Bicester (tickets 01865
553151).

NOVEMBER

7. RBL Festival of Remembrance, Royal
Albert Hal

20-21: Army Arts Society annual exhibition,
Medieval Hall, Salisbury.

@ To include public events in this diary, con-
tact the Editor.

( A special exhibition to commemorate the

\spect’al features and interviews.

len

80th anniversary of the end of the First
World War is being put on by the Imperial
War Museum from September 19 to
December 28. It includes the story of the
Unknown Soldier and the way in which the
war was recorded by artists, writers, com-
posers and film-makers.

@ Soldier’'s November issue will mark
the 80th anniversary of the Armistice with

lage of Evrecy, 12km south-west of Caen,
where, on July 16 and 17, 1944, the three
battalions lost 120 men killed and many
more wounded or missing in action.

Brig David Ross, Colonel of the regi-
ment and Commander of 160 (Wales)
Brigade, unveiled the obelisk at a dedica-
tion service on July 17. More than 300
serving and retired members of the RWF
and their families, including 30 Nor-
mandy veterans, attended the ceremony.

The 1997 Poppy Appeal, launched
in a huge wave of publicity by the
Spice Girls and Dame Vera Lynn,
raised a record £17.3 million, an
increase of £1.2 million on 1996.
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THE Royal Engineers Museum in Bromp-
ton Barracks, Chatham, and the Tank
Museum at Bovington have been award-
ed designated status in the second round
of the scheme administered by the
Museum and Galleries Commission.

Designation formally recognises the
excellence of a collection and the institu-
tion that houses it.

As well as public recognition of quality,
designation should also give priority for
Heritage Lottery Fund applications.

The RE and Tank Museums are the
only military museums among the 43 to
be designated.

@ With the donation of another sapper
| Victoria Cross to its collection, the

Two museums ‘designated’

Chatham museum has brought its total to
25. The medal was won by Spr Adam
Archibald while serving with 218 Field
Company RE in the last days of the First
World War.

Under artillery and machine-gun fire,
he and his company commander
restored a foot bridge over the Sambre-
Oise Canal on November 4, 1918. Both
were awarded VCs. Three DCMs and two
MMs were won in the same action, and,
apart from Spr Archibald and the officer,
Maij (later Sir) Arnold Waters, every sol-
dier in the unit was killed, wounded or
gassed.

Maj Waters’s VC was given to the
museum on the death of his widow in 1981.

Charity seeks Army
commandos in need

A LONDON-based charity is concerned
that Second World War Army commandos
and their families now in need of help may
be unaware of what it can offer them.

The Commandos’ Benevolent Fund
was established in 1945 to help comman-
dos, their wives and their dependants. Over
the years, hundreds of deserving cases
have received assistance in various ways.

But surviving commando veterans feel
that some of their former 1940-45 com-
rades, or their wives or widows, who are
not members of the Commando Associa-
tion may be unaware of the fund.

-

[S0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, SEPTEMBER 1948

ARMY REBUILDS MERCS

“New cars for old” best sums up the job
done by REME Workshops in BAOR.
REME controls the auxiliary and contract
workshops in which Germany’s best-
known pre-war car, the Mercedes-Benz,
is reconditioned for Services and Control
Commission work. The Mercs arrive bat-
tered and worn and leave in full working
order and more-or-less pristine condition.

7Z5YEARS AGO

From Soldier, September 1973

NEW AND DEADLY

This month a group of soldiers sets off to
race around the world in the yacht British
Soldier, which is Chay Blyth’'s “west-
about” circumnavigation record-maker,
British Steel, refitted and renamed. Blyth,
who loaned his yacht for the race, is skip-
pering another entry, crewed by men
from The Parachute Regiment.

@ Chay Blyth's Army, Pages 34-35
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Instigated and championed by Winston
Churchill as Britain prepared for a Nazi
invasion during the summer of 1940, the
Army’s élite commandos were raised
exclusively from volunteers drawn from
every unit in the Army.

For the next two years they carried out
daring raids in Europe, the Mediter-
ranean, North Africa and the Middle East.
One commando, No 2, became the first
military parachute unit, paving the way for
the formation of The Parachute Regi-
ment. From 1942 their numbers were
swelled by Royal Marines, who have their
own benevolent fund.

The Army commandos were disbanded
at the end of the war.

For more information, write to The
Secretary, The Commando Benevolent
Fund, 190 Hammersmith Road, London
Weé 7DL.

Everest: summit
views from 1933

REMARKABLE photographs taken by an
Army colonel during the first flight over Ever-
est have become available as a limited series
of 20 fine art prints.

Now owned by The Times, the original neg-
atives were taken by Col LV S Blacker, a
Indian Army officer, during the Houston scien-
tific expedition of 1933. They include the first
shots of the summit and were taken for a
survey of the then uncharted area south of
Everest to assist climbing expeditions.

A catalogue of the prints is available from
the Discovery Gallery, Jubilee House, 10-12
Lombard Road, London SW19 3TZ, priced £3.
Also available from the same address are a
few copies of the now out-of-print Roof of the
World, by James Douglas-Hamilton, which
gives the background to the expedition and
contains many of the photographs and illustra-
tions. It costs £19.95 plus £3 p&p.

Treasures
of the
National
Army
Museum

ARMY

MUSEUM

Do% Collar (Chitral
Field Force 1895)

Heroine on
four legs

THIS collar was worn by Biddy, a
fox terrier belonging to Lt S M
Edwardes, 2nd (Prince of Wales’s
Own) Bombay Infantry (Gren-
adiers).

Biddy accompanied her master
during the Chitral campaign on
the North West Frontier of India,
a campaign prompted by the siege
of the British garrison at Chitral
by local tribesmen under Sher
Afzal.

The garrison itself was a small
mud fort occupied by only a few
hundred men. Unaware that their
destination was under siege, Lt
Edwardes and Lt John Fowler
were on their way to Chitral with
supplies for the garrison when
they were attacked. Biddy was
wounded by a bullet which passed
through her chest.

TREACHERY

Their attackers called for a truce
and treacherously invited the two
officers to watch a polo match to
celebrate the resumption of peace.

When the match ended the two
officers — and Biddy — were seized
and became prisoners-of-war.
After a month in captivity
Edwardes and Biddy were
released. The Chitral garrison was
eventually relieved after a siege of
six weeks.

Although her master received
the Distinguished Service Order,
Biddy had to be content with the
Indian Medal 1895 with clasp
Relief of Chitral 1895, which
Edwardes also received.

Biddy's collar is on display in the museum’s
“Soldiers of the Raj" Exhibition.




The regular
feature in
which we
ask soldiers

for their
vieu_nfs on
an issue

Has the time come for soldiers to
go back on the streets in uniform?

Earlier this year the Duke of Westminster
called for a return to soldiers wearing uniform
in public. As block leave started and thou-
sands of soldiers headed home for their holi-
days we asked some if the time had come for
uniforms to come out from behind the wire.

Pte Rebecca
Connolly, 4 Fd Amb

| really am proud of
being in the Army and
my cap badge, but
that is work. When |
go home | want to
wear more feminine
clothes. | wouldn't feel
safe travelling on a
train or walking through a town | didn’t
know in uniform.

LBdr Mark Adams 7 Para Regt, RHA

| can't see any problem
wearing uniforms in
garrison towns. You
can spot a squaddy a
mile away anyway
whether they're wear-
ing uniform or not. But |
wouldn't feel happy
travelling on public

. transport. | can see a
scenario of a soldier on a train with his kitbag
and a crowd of jobless youths coming up and
causing trouble.

LCpl Damian
Hemsworth, 4 Fd
Amb

From a security point
of view it's not a good
idea. There is still a
threat and it's not just
from terrorist groups
— a lot of people have
a dislike of the Army. It's hard enough
keeping a low profile but if we were in
uniform it would be even worse.

Cpl Sheena Coldwell, Royal Sigs

Obviously it wouldn't be possible in Northern
Ireland, but it's a regulation that could be

done away with on the
mainland. | live in the
garrison, so | can walk
to work in uniform, but if
| want to go to the
shops or the bank at
lunchtime, | need to
change. Also, if we
were to wear uniforms
in public, it might
encourage more people to join up.

Pte Andrew
Robinson, RLC
It would help recruit-
# ing but | think it is still
too dodgy. | would not
like to travel home to
Glasgow in uniform,
although it’s OK for
nipping to the bank.
The yob element is
too dangerous, they would think you’re
hard and want to pick a fight.

Sgt Stuart Ross, RLC
It's a well-founded rule,
but my view is that
because | am based in
a garrison area, and
everyone knows it,
there’s no need to ban
uniforms. If you go to an
area where there is no
military establishment,
then obviously its needed, but in this area it's
just a bind.

Sig Simon Cooper,
Royal Sigs

It's a security thing,
but in a garrison town
like Aldershot, it's not
really necessary.
Everyone knows who
you are anyway. We
always feel proud
when we are on parade, so | think there’d
be an element of pride involved if we
were able to wear uniform in the local
community.

Interviews: Karen Moseley, Graham Bound  Pictures: Terry Champion, Mike Weston

Gnr Andrew
Gulley, 7 Para Regt
RHA

| wouldn't feel happy
wearing uniform in big
cities such as London
or Manchester. It's OK
in a place like Alder-
shot. | know peace
talks are going on, but
there is still a threat.

WOI Sulle Alhaji, PT Corps

It's obvious that in the current climate we
can’t wear uniforms
off base. But it would
be nice if we could.
We used to when |
joined in 1978. | would
to go to Newcastle on
leave, and if | was
wearing uniform, |
never had any trouble
getting a lift. I'd like to
see a return to those days but with the
security threat it wouldn’t be practical.

Gnr Chris
Pritchard, 7 Para
Regt RHA

| would feel quite proud
wearing my uniform in
public. People can see
I've achieved some-
thing. People can
always tell who the
squaddies are, anyway.

Pte Peter Currie, RLC

Security is something
to be concerned
about, but it is a bit of
a nuisance. It would
make us feel proud if
we could go out and
let everyone see us in
uniform. But at the
end of the day we
can’t do it, and with
good reason.
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and Staff Course

® Tunnel wars
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OFFER OF VERY LITTLE INTEREST
T0 HM FORCES PERSONNEL

LOWEST EVER INTEREST RATES ON ALL NEW VOLVO MODELS

Interest in the stunning new Volvo range from the motoring press and public has never been higher.
Interest on a loan to BUY a new Volvo has never been lower!
Volvo Car Finance Ltd, Volvo's own finance company, has just completed its first highly successful year.

To celebrate, Volvo Car UK (Tourist and Diplomat Sales) are reducing finance rates for a strictly limited period

from 7.5% flat rate to just 5.25%* - with APR from only 10.2%

EXAMPLE ON THE ROAD 540 1.8 MANUAL The savings are considerable, but to qualify you must place
L el Bics SLnac s your order for a new Volvo before September 30th 1998*.
Deposit 10% £1,204.50 3 . < .
To avoid disappointment, call our sales hotline now:

Balance £10,840.00

First Payment* £303.10

Followed by 58 Monthly Payments of £228.10

Final Payment £263.10

Charge for Credit £2,945.50

Total Amount Payable £14,990.50

10.4% Alternatively, complete the coupon below and we will

iee of £75 i added to the first payment, and the final payment mcluge:

send you full details of this exceptional offer.

VOLVO

Tourist & Diplomat Sales

*Finance subject to status from Volvo Car Finance Ltd. Available to all HM Forces applying to purchase tax free Volvos for overseas posting.
Offer applies to new vehicle orders placed with Volvo Car UK (Tourist & Diplomat Sales) between 1st May and 30 September 1998.
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Long distances are never a problem for a Rover 400, even when you're buying one.

With a team of Rover Military Sales specialists and a hotline number you'll feel completely
at home, even when youre abroad.

For more information call +44 181 410 8427.
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