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There’s only one range of British cars
ready to take on foreign competition.

Austin Rover.

The highest flying models in Europe. Available at the lowest possible
cost.

So take leave to inspect the superior Rover 200 series. Parade in the
luxurious Montego, or go ‘bootless’ in our matchless hatchbacks, the
award winning Metro and Maestro.

And, of course, we've the force’s favourite personnel carrier, the
marvellous Mini.

All available at Rankins. The only force to be reckoned with.

Why wait until you're in Germany?

For more than 20 years we've led the field, supplying top ranking
Austin Rovers to British Forces based in Germany — at no nonsense
prices.

From our home base, we bring tax-free benefits to Britain. Giving you
the chance to enjoy your tax-free car for up to 12 months before posting,
buy in the knowledge that when you arrive in Germany our British service
team will look after you, benefit from Supershield, Austin Rover’s

armour-like - anti-corrosion warranty, and the peace of mind of Rankins

unique European Get-U-Home Plan.

See for yourself how Rankins make buying at home or overseas so .
easy.

We're ready and waiting for your tax-free orders!

No flak or hassle.

Our tax-free specialists take care of all the paperwork, fill in all the
forms, and know all the angles. The only decision you need make is:
“Which new car shall I buy?”

Need to talk terms?

Rankins can arrange really low-interest, low-deposit finance at
exceptionally keen rates exclusive to HM Forces and attached civilians on
posting to Germany. And, it’s finance that means no complications should
you return to the UK unexpectedly.

We outrank them all.

Don’t be misled by others who claim to-offer an equal package. Our
25 years’ expertise is our bond that when it comes to what you pay and
the service you get, nobody outranks Rankins. The finest tax-free package
in Europe.

You make the orders.

Can you really afford to buy elsewhere?

Just complete the coupon or pick up the phone and we'll rush you
full facts — by return.

AUSTIN ROVER MILITARY SALES

w’¥¥”  byRankins)

EVEN BETTER THAN TAX-FREE

METRO.
From LOL to MG Turbo, our
award winrier is unbeatable
around the city or on the
open rad.

MONTEGO.
xurious appointment and
th comlort, high
s range of outstand
B s and eslates
Varying in engine size
rom L3 1o MG ER.
but constani
n quality

ROVER 200.

Brand new state -ul-the -art Rove
design, High technology and
high performance

DRS/24/2/86 1
Send to Rankins Lid.. FREEPOST. Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR (no stamp
required). Tel: (0367) 21225, '
Orin Germany. send to: Rankins, Druckerstrasse 17, 4050 Minchengladbach
Tel: 02166-129122.

Please rush me details on the following models

For use in

(country). Date reqd.

Address
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CHALLENGING

AS YOUR
FIRST

for details contact

Recruiting Officer,
Kent Police Headquarters, Sutton Road, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9BZ.

Maidstone (0622) 65432

SPECIAL SCHEME FOR H.M.FORCES

{LOANS £200-£40

{NO SECURITY -NO WAITING

% USEFORANY PURPOSE
% TENANTSWELCOME

LOCAL PAYOUT
: TELEPHONE APPLICATION | £7000-¢

WRITTENDETAILS
il ONREQUEST

FAST 100% MORTGAGES
% MORTGAGES UP TO£50,000

% UNLIMITED FUNDS AVAILABLE

% 2/ TIMES JOINTINCOME

% TELEPHONE APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED
% REMORTGAGES ALWAYS AVAILABLE
% NATIONWIDE SERVICE

1

TEL: 0904 645458 =

0742 395514 sz
GOLDLOAN LTD

1 PATRICK POOL -YORK

LICENSED CREDIT BROKER, WRITTEN QUOTES

G.D.Golding [z

8. D.0glding (®— Officers and Senior NCO’s
et ool e uniforms made to measure
Approved tailors to the
officers of the Household
Cavalry, REME, RAOC.,
Royal Engineers, RADC,
The Blues and Royals,
The Life Guards, 7th
Gurkha Rifles, DERR,
RAEC, RAPC, RAMC,
RADC, REME, RAOC,
The Royal Engineers,
R. SIGNALS, SASC, APTC, RAChHD, Scots D.G.

Royal Artillery.

Nilitury Lireig
wd livilian }Tr;h’:u

g‘t

Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms by
experienced craftsmen, under the personal supervision of
Mr. Golding.

We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea and
Superfine materials, with competitive prices and credit.
Our special fast service is available at no extra charge.
We can also supply: military ties, blazer badges, badges of
rank, Marcella shirts, miniature medals, Sam Browne
belts, spurs, George boots, wellington boots and khaki
shirts
Full-sized medals remounted. Service dress hats, side hats
and Blues hats supplied.

e e S ——

Our Sales Director will call at your request. Ring 0727 41321 or write
for details to 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts




SAVE THE TAX
ON ABMW

FOR THE COST OF

APHONE CALL.

If you're @ member of the British Forces
stationed in Germany or are about to be posted,
the cost of a phone call can bring you nearer
to a tax free BMW,

At Park Lane Export we're the sole agents in
the UK for tax free BMWs. So you'll get a UK type
approved BMW at factory prices, and as a further
incentive, we offer an excellent NATO reduction.

Well order a BMW to your exact
specifications. And arrange to deliver it from
Park Lane, or you can have it delivered free of
charge at BMW's factory in Munich.

So if you're in Germany; call Park Lane
on our direct line. All you dial is 0130-3456, and
it will cost you no more than a local call. Or if you
are in Britain, call 01-629 9277

We'll offer you everything you'd expect
from a BMW, at a price you might not expect,

PARK LANE EXPORT ¢y

PARK LANE LIMITED (EXPORT DIVISION), TOURIST AND NATO
SALES, 56 PARK LANE, LONDON W1Y 3DA. TEL: 01-629 9277.
DIRECT LINE FROM GERMANY: 0130-3456.




WELVE miles off the

main road alongside a

jungle track and 25

miles from the nearest
town, Salamanca Camp is
known locally as ‘““the end of
the line” in Belize.

But now the camp, which
depended on a twice-weekly
helicopter visit and newspapers
arriving at a local airfield 25
miles away for communica-
tions, with not even a radio
except the military links — has
television! A welfare project
has provided the funds to instal
asatellite TV receiving system
in the camp.

All the work was carried out by
a gang of willing hands from the
resident company, A Company 40
Commando RM, and three mem-

TVreache

bers of 633 Signal Troop. The
installation took a mere five days.

The equipment was bought from
a company in Miami who are
considered one of the more
experienced in the field.

The system includes a 16-ft
satellite dish which feeds four
receivers and televisions in the
Officers’ Mess, Sergeants’ Mess,
the ORs’ TV room and the Guard
Room. Each of these can choose
independently which channel on
the satellite they view.

There are up to 60 TV channels
on five satellites from which they
can receive excellent picture
quality.

Hopefully it will be the first of

crowds again this year.

mare than 300,000.

Tank finale for ‘free show’

THE “greatest free show in the country”, the Aldershot
Army Display, is expected to achieve record breaking

Held every two years, the show gives front line units the
opportunity to demonstrate their skills and equipment to
visitors from all over the country, and attracts gates of

This year’s display will be over the four-day period June
26-29. Massed bands and display teams will form an action
packed two hour arena display which will include a modern
battle scene performed by men of the 2nd Battalion The
Royal Irish Rangers and supporting Arms. The finale will
include “70 years of the tank”.

s the Belize jungle

several such systems at each of the
camps in Belize.

ARMY FIRST

AND LAST

THE Army called the tune at the
last Ceremonial Divisions of HMS
Vernon, the seamanship, minewar-
fare and diving training establish-
ment in Portsmouth.

Inspecting Officer was Major
General Derek Crabtree, Colonel
of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal

United Kingdom.

Phone the HOTLINE
on Redhill U.K. (0737) 68585
Ext. 225 for your nearest
Toyota Representative.

Or post the coupon to
Toyota Export Sales, Toyota
(GB) Ltd., The Quadrangle,
Redhill, Surrey RH1 1PX,

Get yourself a tax-free
deal on the Toyota you want.

For a tax-free Toyota.

Name

Iam interested in a tax-free deal on the
Celica [0 SpaceCruiser 0 MR2 [
Camry [0 Corolla[ Carina
Tercel 4WD O Starlet O

SLD

Address

Tel No.
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TOYOTA

Up goes the dish; in come 60 TV
channels

Regiment (Berkshire and Wilt-
shire) which is affiliated to HMS
Vernon. The band of the ‘Farmers’
Boys’ played, and also on parade
was a platoon of personnel of the
Royal Engineers Diving Establish-
ment, which recently moved to the
Vernon site.

HMS Vernon moved from hulks
in Portsmouth harbour to its
present site in 1923 ironically on
land part of which had previously
been occupied by the Army.

Save
your
energy

GENERAL Sir Martin Farn-
dale has launched Energy
Efficiency Year in British
Forces Germany, with the
message “Save Your Energy
— it’s worth millions!”

The C-in-C urged that per-
sonnel should learn to use elec-
tricity and heating fuel more
efficiently wherever possible. A
saving of just 10 per cent would
mean an extra £7 million being
transferred to other votes within
the Quartermaster General’s
Budget — and that could mean
more money for training, ammuni-
tion and fuel for vehicles.

However, he emphasised that
the new project would not mean
that heating should be turned down
or light bulbs taken out of sockets
in barrack blocks — just that
everyone should try to become
more aware of the huge waste of
heating and lighting caused by
leaving the doors of heated garages
and workshops open, by not
turning down the heat within work
places at weekends and by leaving
lights on when rooms are left
unoccupied,




AMBUSH PRECEEDS DUC

Only a few hours before the
Duchess of Kent visited the 1st
Battalion, Prince of Wales’s
Own Regiment of Yorkshire at
their Ballykinler base in
Northern Ireland two of the
battalion’s soldiers were in-
jured in an IRA bomb ambush.

The Duchess, Colonel-in-Chief
of the Regiment, had a special word
for the wives of the two soldiers
as she toured the base meeting
soldiers, wives and families.

The attack on the soldiers was
in the town of Castlewellan but
neither of them was seriously
injured.

The Duchess met soldiers who

were fully ‘cammed up’ having
just returned from operations and
others just going out on patrol.
The battalion band struck up ‘A
Yorkshire Lass’ in honour of their
Yorkshire-born Colonel-in-Chief.

The visit was the Duchess’s first
call on her regiment since she
became Colonel-in-Chief on the
PWO’s 300th anniversary last
June.

The Yorkshiremen had at that
time only just arrived in the
province. Although they have
served throughout the eastern half
of Northern Ireland as part of 39
Infantry Brigade, most of their
operations have been in Armagh.

NEW LI LINK WITH YORKSHIRE

The newly-formed 8th Bartalion
The Light Infantry, which is being
raised in Yorkshire as part of the
expansion of the Territorial Army,
has moved into its first drill hall at
Intake Lane, Batley. The premises
will also be the headquarters for
*C’ Company.

The Lord Lieutenant of West
Yorkshire, Lord Ingrow, formally
opened the £700,000 centre which
has been developed from a former
church school.

Recruiting of riflemen is already
well under way for the 112-strong
Batley Company, but the Battalion
HQ at Wakefield is still seeking
specialists including signals staff
and cooks.

Eventually the new battalion will
have four companies in Yorkshire
as the Light Infantry presence
continues to grow. The last King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry
battalion to be formed at Wakefield
remained there until 1968. More
recently the LI presence has been
maintained by the Shrewsbury-

Allo,
Lemgo

Sgt Dave Reed

LEMGO, The Royal Regiment of
Wales base in BAOR, now has its
own community policeman.

With the opening of a new police
post there, Sergeant Dave Reed of
the Corps of Royal Military Police,
who will man the post, was
welcomed by Brigadier M D Regan
who also unveiled the police post
sign outside the building.

Sgt Reed will, rather like the
village bobby of yesteryear, develop
links with the local community, in
this case the RRW, and provide
all the services of his civilian
counterpart, while being able to
call on the unit’s resources should
it be necessary.

based 5th Bartalion with rifle
companies in Wakefield and
Pontefract.

Training Officer for the new
Battalion is Major Michael
Whistler who has been with the
Light Infantry for 16 years serving
in Northern Ireland and Germany.

He said: “We are delighted to
be rekindling our links with
Yorkshire. We have always had
contacts but we have not had our
own Yorkshire bartalion since
1968. Now we really have a
bartalion back on the ground in
Yorkshire once again.”

.

HESS VST

2
s

Duchess inspects soldiers just back from operations

Music down under

IN AUSTRALIA as SOLDIER
went to press were 75 London
District bandsmen, including a
father and a son.

The musicians are “down
under” to take part in the 150th
anniversary celebrations of the
founding of the state of South
Australia.

They are touring Adelaide,
Sydney and Melbourne. Tour
organisers were hoping to add

Launceston and Brisbane to the
list of venues.

The visitors are the Regimental
Band of the Scots Guards, the
Pipes and Drums of the Ist
Battalion, Scots Guards, and four
Life Guards State Trumpeters.

One of the trumpeters is
Musician Peter Carson who is out
there accompanied by dad, Major
Donald Carson, Director of Music,
Scots Guards.

T&:T

Snow
Salqte

Sound muffled by a snow storm, as the Queen's accession is marked

Firing a 21-gun salute to mark the 34th anniversary of the Queen’s a.ccession, members of
Leeds University Officer Training Corps found themselves firing into a snow storm..
It was the first of six royal salutes to be fired by the Army in York this year, and the OTC

men used three 25-pounders.

Inspecting officer was Lieutenant Colonel James H Neill, Lord Lieutenant of South
Yorkshire, who was accompanied by Brigadier Michael Jones, Deputy Commander of

North East District.



RQMS Les Wrixon, one of
26 nationwide cadet team
administration assistants,
has retired after 49 years'
service in uniform.

Les, 65, and based with
South-East District at
Bordon, was responsible
for nine schools with CCF
sections in Hampshire, the

Isle of Wight and Sussex
His job was ordering stores
and advising on admini-
stration

Les joined the TA Royal
Signals at Southampton in
December 1936 and was
demobbed ten years later.

He re-enlisted into TA
Royal Signals in 1947,

Service

Portsmouth and left at 55

RQMS Les Wrixan: farewell

Les leaves just short of his 50

moved on to a Type T
engagement and then re-
enlisted on a short-service
Type S engagement to
complete 23 years' regular

Les was accepted on
the Long Service List as
an Army recruiter at ACIO
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MISSILE MEN
OME IN ON
ASHLIE

Ashlie Dickens is not just a pretty face with
blue eyes framed by a mass of long, blonde
hair...she's ageography student at Leeds
University, too.

And in addition to that she is 5t 5ins tall,
with vital statistics of 34-24-34.

On top of that she’s the
reigning Miss Yorkshire TV
and recently homed in on
50 Missile RegimentRA in
BAOR who very quickly
gotthe picture... the lucky
lot!
| With her title Ashlie

collected £1,500 and the
free use of a car during
her year-long reign.

She can also expect to
make atleast 100 personal
appearances to fit in with
4 her studies.

Here, at Menden, she
gets down to studying
some seasonal hot-cross
| buns, helped by Master
Chef WO2 Keith Bellshaw.
It’s all grist to the mill fora
student.
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Free-faller

Newest recruit to the Paras
free-fallteam the Red Devils,
is Lance Corporal Paul Burns
who lost a leg in a Northern
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non-regular
staff appointment as an
admin assistant to the CCF
inMarch 1976

but Les says he has been
asked to help Portsmouth
Grammar School with their
paper work,

He then accepted a
permanent

Retirement has arrived,

Three for
the top

For 15 weeks three RAMC
radiographers slogged away
ina"business game” organised
by Kodak and the College of
Radiographers

Now Staff Ser-
geant Michael
Cunningham,
Sergeant Gary
Mahn and Cor-
poral Martin
Coleman have
reaped the re-
wards of their
efforts by com-
Ing second in
the nationwide

contest. :
All based at
Queen Eliza-
beth’'s Military
Hospital, Wool-
wich, their

"game” simu-
lated the peaks
and troughs of
amanufacturing
company over
four years with
the trio as the
management., f

Every two
weeksthey sent E i
in reports on decisions and
progress in competition with a
record field of 362 teams

The team received their
runners-up award from Sir
Monty Finniston, former chair-
man of the British Steel
Corporation

From the top: SSgt Mike Cunningham,
Sgt Gary Mahn Cpl Martin Coleman.

Ireland terrorist explosion.

He has joined the team as
a parachute rigger and is
now competing for a place
in the 26-strong team

Early call

When Field Marshal Lord
Harding celebrated his 90th
birthday, Army buglers play-
ed reveille outside his Nether
Compton home to remind
him of his early Army days
and to wish him a happy
birthday

Hero’s medal

An MM posthumously award-
edto Sergeant Alistair Slater
has been collected by his

WO2 KEITH BELLSHAW, ASHLIE DICKENS: cooking lesson

RS

parents at Buckingham
Palace.
Sergeant Slater, who

appeared in the TV series
The Paras, died in a gun
battle with terrorists in
Northern Ireland in Dec-
ember 1984

The medal was awarded
for “outstanding” acts of
courage.

BRIGADIER ROBIN MADDY, MR CLIFF JOHN: decanter gift to go with the food

Admin award for
__ Army food centre__|

Catering isn't just about
producing good quality food
There's far more to it.

One ofthe national organi-
sations keeping an eye on
the caterers of this world is
the National Examination
Board for Supervisory
Studies, NEBS for short.

Well aware that the Army
Catering Corps is among the
best in the business, they
put their rule over the Alder-
shot premises and decided
that the administration and
management wing of the
corps was well worth one of
their rare awards.

And so it was that Briga-
dier Robin Maddy, command-
ant of the ACC Training
Centre, received a glass
decanter and congratula-
tions from the NEBS regional
co-ordinator, Mr Cliff John.
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... AND HER MOTHER
CAME, TOO
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Cpl Tony Nelson

two months

df‘m happunpd It was
ction which o

w Tim has received a Com-
dation from Major General
cGuiness, GOC Western

D\SUIF[ whu in praising Tim said it

was hi

and good use of his medical skills
which saved a life.

Among those attending the cere-
mony were his brother Richard (left)
and his father

-
ects. A gun was found
arch of his home.
diers who identified the

VIRGINIA, MUM AND THE SERGEANT MAJOR: the

PrettyArmyCadetCorporal
Virginia Lowe has just
spent a week on man-
oeuvres crawling round
frozen fields — with her
mum right behind her.

Virginia, 15, took part in a

e Ak ok ok i Ak AR
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Pte Neil Jepps

coolness, presence of mind
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training course at Beck—
ingham Camp near New-
ark, Notts, and Mum went
along as chaperone since
Virginia was the only girl
among 19 cadets.

Said Sergeant Major James
Eadsforth: “There are no
female officers at the
camp so Virginia had to
have a chaperone.

“And although she had her
own quarters, which she
shared with her Mum, she
still had to lay out her kit
like any other cadet.

“I couldn't inspect it unless
there was another woman
present, otherwise she
was treated like the others.
She did extremely well.”

Virginia, who has her sights
on a regular commission
said: “l didn't mind being
the only girl. Everyone got
on all right and | like
everything we did, but |
found it a bit embarassmg
having Mum around.”

Mother, Mrs Sheila Lowe
added: “I think the Army
isagreatlife.”
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— Genuine Issue Kit —

SILVERMAN'’S

Britain’s Leading Suppliers of Kit to the Professionals

These brand new nylon FLYING
JACKETS are authentic USA MA1
with orange lining, knitted cuffs
and waistband, colours, sage
green or black, state chest and
height.

£42.50 £1.70 p&p.

® New DPM jackets
® New DPM trousers
® New DPM hoods

® New DPM w/proofs
@® New DPM nets

® New DPM face veils

These brand new combat sweaters, or better
known as ‘Wolly Pully’, are 100% pure wool and
are genuine Forces issue with

epaulettes.
36in........ £10.50 42in...... £13.50
38in £11.95 44in....... £13.95

...£12.50 46in.......£14.50
. RAF blue, navy, olive/

We also have used sweaters with
epaulettes at £5.99, or without at
£4.99, Khaki only — p&p £1.750
ew cammo wool sweaters.................. £13.99
SA wool scull caps............. i

ara T-shirts, SAS T-shirts.....

] These brand new genuine issue
poly/cotton green lightwight
§ trousers come in all sizes, 28in-

40in, just stage waist and height
and send £14.50 + £1.70 p&p.
We also have grade 1 used at £5.50
] +£1.70 p&p
| ® Puttees .......... il
| @ Trouser elastics ..
WALMY BOX i i

® SAS BERGANS MOD

® SAS SMOCKS DPM

® '58 WEBBING EQUIPMENT
® '44 WEBBING EQUIPMENT
® '37 WEBBING EQUIPMENT
® SLEEPING BAGS '58

® PONCHO’S, NYLON

SAE
FOR FREE CATALOGUE

Access — Visa card orders
Phone 01-7 900 900

These genuine British issue water-
proof high leg DMS boots are now
available in sizes 7-12.

Just state your size and send only
£31.50 + £1.70 p&p

® Slight seconds also stocked

These brand new black ankle toe
cap DMS boots are in sizes 5-12,
just state size required and send
only £18.99 + £1.70 p&p.

We also have grade 1 used at £6,99
+£1.70 p&p.

® New ammo boots £32.50.

® Used ammo boots also stocked

laaaaaaasas s ot 2 Y Y VYV VY YYYYYY)

These new slight seconds DMS
rubber sole black RAF shoesare in
sizes 5-12, State yoursize and send
only £10.99 + £1.70 p&p.

® Jungle boots..........
® NI boots new ...
® Off. shoes new
@ Desert Boots ...
@ Parkas DPM (L

eoeo
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SILVERMAN ,s DEPT SMG

MILE END, LONDON E1
Telephone 01-790 5257

Britain’s leading suppliers of kit to the Professionals
Personal callers — Mondays-Fridays and Sundays 10am-1pm — Nearest tube Mile End — VERY EASY PARKING FACILITIES

‘Phone ruth ‘B’
for further info

‘Phone Ruth ‘B’
for further info

CATERING JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR:

CHEFS AND COOKS/PATISSIERS

We offer the best of both worlds! The opportunity to
work in a sociable atmosphere as part of a happy,
hardworking team, and to spend the summer
months (April/May to October) in one of our coastal
centres, enjoying full use of our recreational facilities
during leisure time. \We seek craft trained Chefs and
Cooks, catering for large numbers, to work under
the direction of a Head Chef, and other catering staff
as listed above. You should be i

able to remain cheerful and
positive under pressure.,

\We offer good wages, end of
season holiday pay and single
fare refund. Accommodation
and meals are provided.

FPlease apply in writing, or by
phone, giving details of

age, qualifications, experi- i i
ence and marital status to: /)

“EVERYONE SAYS THAT
A SERVICEMAN HAS SOME
SPECIAL QUALITIES”

We agree! As a company we like to employ staff with
the broad experience gained from Service life. If you
are planning to leave the Service and would like to
discuss the opportunities of a fresh career with a
modern Life Assurance Company — then please
complete the coupon (Minimum Age 25):

—

WindsorLife ! 1)

Assurance Company Lid
Windsor Life Assurance Company L1d, T
Royal Albert House, Windsor

Berks 514 18€

| am interested in a career with Windsor Life, please send me some details:

Holidays, Bridge Street,
BANBURY OX16 8RQ.

To: Services Liaison Manager, Windsor Life Assurance Company Ltd, l
Royal Albert House, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1BE. Telephoﬁe: \L’indsor 868144
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Set your sigts
on a tax free Audi.

The famous, quattro, four-wheel drive Audi Volkswagen
fransmission is available throughout the Audirange.  Personal Export Sales

So too, are huge fax savings when you buy your ~ V.A.G (United Kingdom) Limited
new Audi from Personal Export Sales. 95 Baker Street, London WI1M 1FB.

By holding our sterling prices you won't be 51003 86
affected by fluctuating exchange rates, either. The Nome — : .
Audi you buy will be to UK specification — higher
than German specification — and will be equipped Rank — —
with continental headlights at no extra cost. All of

which adds up to a low price, high specification Address — -
Audi with a better re-sale value.
Whichever model you choose from the Audi oy : —
range, we'll help with the finance, paperwork, customs
clearance, insurance, registration and even shipping. Unit/Regt.
And wherever you

drive, you'll be Military Tel No. oL
supported by the ' .

worlds finest back-up Approx.DeliveryDate
service. )

To find out more, call Personal Eiport Sales  Carofinterest
uson01-486 8411. jim-===mmemmmeiee o

Qrcipihesoupon. o Sl it P PN, . Do you require finance? Yes[ | No[ ]

f
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IS a name
that means a
great deal!

Naafiis...a new colour TV...
an advanced VCR...the latest hi-fi... N\
a labour saving appliance... —
a gift for a special occasion... / '
new sports clothing or a
quality piece of sports equipment...
with a budget account scheme to
increase your purchasing power.

finance for a new car
or caravan...motor insurance...
life assurance...house purchase...

personal insurance...holiday
and travel insurance.

In addition to the day to day advantages of shopping at Naafi,
there’s a great deal the Naafi customer can count on, so don’t hesitate
to ask your Naafi shop manager for details of the many services
available. He will be pleased to give you written details of
all finance facilities.

There’s always a great deal at

LONDON $.E.115QX
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SOLDIER

to Soldier

Roughly one in six of the
Territorial Army’s soldiers are
unemployed — about 17!/, per
cent of the total strength.

Of those about 46 per cent are
receiving only unemployment
benefit; about 41 per cent are on
supplementary benefitonly; and 13
per cent are probably drawing both
unemployment and supplementary
benefits.

Some recruits are already un-
employed when they join the TA,
but many have lost their jobs while
serving as TA soldiers, and to those
the Army has a special responsi-
bility for welfare and morale,
Viscount Thurso has pointed out.

The rules for payment of DHSS
benefits are highly complex and
can be interpreted in different ways
by different DHSS offices, he
claimed. But within each TA unit,

.there tends to be three categories
of volunteer — the employed
soldier who keeps all his TA pay,
less tax, besides his civilian
emoluments; the unemployed volun-
teer on supplementary benefit who
is allowed to disregard [£32 a
month; and the unemployed
volunteer on unemployment bene-
fit who has all his benefit deducted
whenever he is paid more than £2
on any day except Sunday.

An employed soldier nets £44.74
TA pay if he attends two Saturdays,
two Sundays, and four drill nights
in a month; an unemployed soldier
on supplementary benefit gets £32
net TA pay; and the unemployed
soldier on unemployment pay
receives the smallest amount —
£16.30 TA pay.

Seeking a remedy to this situ-
ation, Viscount Thurso said in the
House of Lords that it seemed
illogical, if not morally indefen-
sible, to argue that a citizen in
receipt of unemployment benefit
should not be permitted to improve
his lot or be encouraged to be
“twice a citizen” by serving his
country in the reserve forces. At
present he was being regarded as
“half a citizen”, he declared.

The answer given by Baroness
Trumpington, Under Secretary of
State at DHSS, was that she did
not think there was a good case for
changing existing supplementary
benefit rules, bearing in mind the
recent relatively generous con-
cessions. When income support
replaces supplementary benefit in
April 1988, the standard amount
of earnings disregarded will
increase to £5 a week, and there
will be special “disregard” for

couples unemployed for more than
two years.

Baroness Trumpington said the
DHSS was reluctant to amend the
unemployment benefit regulations
which resultin a TA soldier losing
a day’s benefit because his pay for
an evening’s training — frequently
only £2.90 net — exceeds the £2a
day earnings rule. To make changes
for the TA in isolation would
inevitably lead to pressure for
similar favourable treatment for
other groups.

And the Lords having talked
over the problem from 11 pm until
after midnight, there the matter
rested.

* * *

Many are the books that have
been written about Northern
Ireland’s current “troubles”,
but there must also have been
a mass of other written and
printed material produced
over the years that should be
preserved for posterity.

The Linen Hall Library, an
independent and charitable insti-
tution in Belfast, has been doing
just that and has amassed in its
political collection more than 500
books, 700 periodicals, 2,000
pamphlets, and a large number of
leaflets, posters, postcards, confer-
ence reports, theses, and so on.

It has now, says librarian John
Gray, become recognised as the
main repository for published
material and ephemera arising from
the current “troubles™.

But it is very short of Army
material. “Besides the host of
public information posters and
leaflets which the Army produced
here in the early seventies, we are
aware that a large collection of
cartoons, paintings and photo-
graphs, posters, reminiscences and
books have been produced which
could offer a unique insight into
the Army’s view of their role in
Northern Ireland, both for current
researchers and of course for future
historians,” says Mr Gray.

The library has asked
SOLDIER readers to help.

The Army’s role in Northern
Ireland has been a courageous one,
and its contribution to solving such
an intractable and tragic problem
should be preserved for future
generations to see.

Any readers who feel they can
help can contact Mr Gray at the

Linen Hall Library, 17 Donegall
Square, Belfast BT1 5GD.

* * *

While the number of casualties
in Northern Ireland continues
relentlessly to mount, albeit
more slowly than in years gone
by, the recognition of the
Army’s bravery in that most
troubled part of the United
Kingdom also accumulates.

During last year, a further 73
decorations were awarded for
gallantry by British soldiers there.
They included a George Medal,
one Military Cross, 12 Queen’s
Gallantry Medals and six Military
Medals, one of them awarded
posthumously. In addition, 102
Servicemen and women were
mentioned in despatches.

The specific brave deeds which
resulted in the awards will not, of
course, be made public, for security
reasons. But, says Armed Forces
Minister Mr John Stanley, “they
make remarkable reading”.

* * *

SOLDIER should know better.
Whenever anyone claims that
something is unique, that it is
the last, the first, the largest
or smallest, the Jongest of
shortest, the highest or lowest,
or the best... there’s bound to
be someone who knows better.

So the magazine should have
known that when it wrote
(SOLDIER February 10) that
Serjeant Bill Gregg of The Royal
Green Jackets was the only British

soldier awarded all three principal
gallantry awards’ in the First
World War, it were bound to be
corrected. And a shoal of letters
followed.

Now from the Hebrides comes a
letter which refutes that the power
station on Gibraltar is the last of
the Service managed plants outside
the Falklands (SOLDIER Nov
18).

There is apparently a team of
nine sappers — part of the St Kilda
detachment of the Royal Artillery
Range in the Hebrides — who run
and maintain a power station on
St Kilda, some 45 miles west of
the Outer Hebrides, to provide
power to two radar installations
which overlook the range danger
area.

It is only a “small cousin” of
thaton Gibraltar — perhaps that’s
why SOLDIER overlooked it —
with just over 500kw capacity. But
soon to be uprated to 750 kw!

The sappers are known locally
as the Kilda Generating Board —
the KGB for short!

SOLDIER should have known
better...but it will continue to
publish people’s claims to be the
biggest and best etc. It brings the
magazine such gems of information
in reply.

The views expressed in SOLDIER
are not necessarily those of the Army
or the Ministry of Defence.

FOLLOW THE BUSY BEES... (&%

PROFESSIONALS

Bnmsn EMPIRE Exmnr SALES
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SCHLESWIG HOLSTEIN

THE enormous advances in modern communications — satellite
TV pictures, computerised telephones and all the rest — don’t
always make life easier for those who have to provide the
communications. The better things become the more people
expect — even in the most adverse conditions.

One man who knows a fair bit
about this problem is Major Derek
McLean, OC of 244 Signal
Squadron. But, as he will tell you,
the laws of physics don’t change
even for the most advanced
satellites and computers.

His squadron is one of those
units which link the fighting
services. It provides battlefield
communications between the
troops and the front line and the
RAF squadrons in the rear.

Unfortunately battlefields don’t
usually come equipped with cosy,
well established exchanges where
calls can be handled in relative
comfort. Field conditions demand
a good measure of hardiness and
wiliness to accompany a lot of
technical expertise to keep vital
information flowing despite the
vagaries of countryside and climate,
the attentions of marauding Spet-
natz, and the demands of constant
mobility.

Like all essential services the
job needs to be done efficiently
and without fuss. Troops on the
ground in urgent need of a
defensive air strike or a helicopter
lift aren’t interested in problems
of physics. They want results.

Two of 244 Squadron’s troops
are devoted to this difficult task —
Alpha Troop, assigned to the ACE
Mobile Force (Land) and Bravo
Troop which usually works with
the UK Mobile Force. A third

troop, Delta, provides signallers
for the mobile air operations teams
(MAOTs) whose function is to
recce suitable landing sites for
aircraft, while Echo Troop, based
in Cardiff, is entirely TA.

The squadron has the rare
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distinction of its own emblem —
the Red Hand of Ulster, a legacy
from the infancy of air Support
squadrons in the Second World
War when Lieutenant Colonel
McNeil, the first commander, used
his family badge to identify unit
vehicles. The practice continues
to this day.

Working as a bridge between
two services the squadron is heavily
involved with the RAF. It lives at
RAF Brize Norton, with Delta
Troop at RAF Upavon, and is part
of the Air Force’s Tactical Com-
munications Wing which comes
under 1 Group, RAF.

So whenever 244 Squadron goes
out on exercise it is invariably
accompanied by a number of
airmen. This year in Schleswig
Holstein, for example, there were
45 airmen, members of the RAF’s
Field Communications Squadron,
and some 80 men of Bravo Troop
and the 244 Squadron echelon
spread across the wintry landscape.

The visit to the most northerly
part of the Federal German
Republic was really in preparation
for a full UKMF exercise across
the same ground in the autumn. It
was an opportunity, said Captain
David Powell, the commander of
Bravo Troop, to test the equipment
and give important experience to
soldiers just out of training.

Across some 90 kilometres of
rolling woods and farmland, bet-
ween Hamburg in the south and
Rendsburg in the north, the various
detachments deployed with their
vehicles and radios.

In the south of the exercise area
the army signallers established

simulated Brigade Main and
alternative HQs with their air cells,
while further north the airmen
operated the radio stations for the
three helicopter flights. In between
were a couple of Army manned
re-broadcast stations to relay secure
VHF voice transmissions between
the two.

As this was purely a signals
exercise there was no sign of the
Chinooks of 7 Squadron, RAF,
and the Pumas of 33 Squadron,
the UKMF’s support helicopter
unit. Instead RAF staff officers,
who would normally handle their

On the receiving end
HQ .

LEFT: The snow bound Brigade
Main HQ atrestin a forest clearing
RIGHT: Inside the Air Cell

operation, travelled over for the
final few days to try out the comms
themselves.

Unlike Denmark, the adjacent
region of UKMF operation where
exercises are confined to training
areas, Germany allows a much
more realistic freedom of move-
ment which, in Schleswig Holstein,
allowed the high frequency tele-
printer links and the VHF voice
links to be tested from a variety of
locations.

Movement is vital, not merely
as a result of the ebb and flow of
battle but also because of the risk
of detection from the numerous
electronic ears listening for sounds
of activity.

“All of the areas in which we
have to operate in support of the
AMEF(L) or the UKMF have got
sea approaches which can be
covered by eavesdroppers either
at sea or in the air,” said Major
McLean. “So our guys are being
looked for all the time,””

The most effective training, the
OCadded, was to have a live enemy
on the ground. On one recent free
play exercise in Schleswig Holstein
an “enemy’’ force equipped with
image intensifiers on their rifles,
had played the role of hostile long
range patrols trying to track down
the re-broadcast stations hidden
deep in the woods. &

“We were getting encounters
down to five metres in the dark,”’
Major Mclean recalled. “The
radio set was working, the job was
being done and the enemy was

not finding them. On the other
hand a couple of times the smell of
a cooked curry or a chink of light
gave them away.”’

The men of 244 Squadron are
soldiers under RAF command.
Even in the Air Cell at Brigade
HQ they work to a wing com-
mander who is in overall charge of
the operation. But they still had
something to teach their RAF
comrades ‘‘who have no real
history of working and surviving
in the field.”

“It is fairly essential that we
live with them and show them the
way in many respects,” added
Major McLean. “On the other
hand it is essential for us that we
retain an independent command
because we are a tribal animal and
the RAF is not.”

Flight Sergeant Ian Lorimer,
in charge of 15 airmen with four
Land Rovers and trailers at the A
Flight base, observed: “The tran-
sition from a normal office type
communications set up to field
tactical conditions takes a bit of
getting used to. The Army chaps
probably have a full time career at
it. We probably only do it once in
our RAF careers and at the
beginning it’s quite daunting.

“Living rough, not washing, lack
of sleep, always on the move,
setting up a site, fixing the
camouflage, taking it all down again
... there are times when you can
get very down. But there are also
times when you can feel quite
elated if someone has tried to attack
you and you’ve repelled the attack.
Times like that are good.”

On this occasion everyone was
being spared, at least for the time
being, the extra burden of surprise
attack. They were being allowed
to concentrate on their communi-
cations — something which is quite
enough to keep most people fully
occupied.

From Brigade Main HQ five
separate nets had to be maintained

to carry secure teleprinter and voice
transmissions to the support
helicopters, the host nation air
liaison (for air strikes by fast jets)
and to logistics support in the rear
maintenance area,

Teleprinters have the advantage
of producing a hard copy of the
signal at the other end and, as they
operate on a simple on/off code,
transmissions can be made secure
at much lower frequencies than
the human voice with its wide range
of harmonics.

Consequently teleprinter links
can be established with HF
transmissions either through the
ground or bounced off the ioni-
sphere in the sky. This is not quite
as easy as it sounds as a whole
range of natural conditions can
effect the signals. A large city or a
wet wood in summer can drain the
strength out of the ground waves,
while the viability of the ionisphere
is at the mercy of such things as

the time of day, the time of year
and the latitude.

Voice transmissions, needed to
update teleprinter messages or to
get immediate clarification on
certain points, can only be made
safe at very high frequency. This
means virtually line of sight
transmissions and it keeps the
three-man re-broadcast detach-
ments crouched covertly in the
woods on high ground with one
eye on the signals and the other
open for patrolling foes.

To keep the whole operation
going 244 Squadron’s echelon has
the vital task of co-ordinating
supplies at rendezvous points for
the dispersed and mobile detach-
ments.

The echelon, with its small
REME vehicle maintenance sec-
tion and mobile radio repair
workship, provides everything the
signallers need from fuel to radio
transistors.

Said SQMS Tony Thomas:
“Our ideal thing is to get them
through our supply position and
then get away. It is important for
us to survive, but the most
important thing is that they
provide the service.”

Supply was usually done bet-
ween moves. Visits to the detach-
ments in their locations was only
done as a last resort for fear of
compromising the position.

Like a well drilled Grand Prix
pit team SQMS Thomas’s men
had the stores lined up in pre-
ordained sequence so that the
detachments could be in and out
within a couple of minutes.

Late winter in Schleswig Hol-
stein can resemble the conditions
of Norway away to the north — a
situation that the troops have to
adjust to without arctic clothing.
But Sergeant Adrian Webb, in
charge of the REME detachment,
spoke for many when he observed:
“In a weird sort of way it makes a
good change every now and again
from being in camp. And it’s a
good way for the lads to get
experience of repairing the vehicles
without all the nice warm facilities
back home. They’ve got to think a
bit.”

Fitness is a key factor as far as
the OC is concerned.

“They’ve got to be fit if for no
other reason than to survive,” he
said. “The fitter a man is the longer
he can work under difficult
conditions.”

To drive the point home he
organises runs back at Brize Norton
whenever there is time between
the demands of preparing for a

heavy programme of exercises.

“We started out at 10 kms,” he
said, “until I got bored. We went
10 20 until I had enough of that.
And we’ve just run our first 40.”

Story: Robert Higson
Pictures: Les Wiggs

Push and snow — manhandling the generator of the radio repair vehicle




Buying or Selling...

Trading in your own vehicle with Natocars when you take
delivery of your brand new model is a super-convenient,
simple way to organise your tax free car purchase.

And Natocars always offer the best possible deal overall.
Sadly, many servicemen have returned to the U.K. with a
tax free car that's bought and paid for and which should
have brought a very attractive price when it came to selling.
Too late they found that the car they had confidently
bought abroad was not up to UK. specification in terms of
trim and equipment levels and may not even be UK. type
approved. It’s a financial blow, but it can be avoided.

All Natocars vehicles are specified for the U.K. market.
They're not just tax free, but specially discounted and
proudly competitive with any Continental price.

As for your trade-in, we believe that when the final
sums are done and the pie-in-the-sky
promises of less experienced
dealers have been laid to rest,
Natocars offer a great deal. In fact,
Natocars offer a great deal more.
Find out how much more we
offer — send for the Natocars
comprehensive guide to tax free

purchase and
'c you

details of our
trade-in deals. [

N OF BRIDGWATER |

Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4DG Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 455555
lelex: 46285 To telephone from Germany dial 0044-278-455555

L

Natocars offer a great

£

&

The Ford Escort XR3i is ver
much the hatch the rest
have to catch. It's
speedy and stylish ;
yet remarkably
economical to run.
For a car with a top
speed of 116mph it's
hard to believe that it will average
over 30mpg. Like all Fords it's superb value, tax free and
spares are readily available but not overpriced. It's in great
demand in the UK., and sells well ‘second-hand'’.
L

For fast friendly service ring
(0278) 455555 s 55

Please send the Natocars guide to car buying

~ ESCORT XRaj

Rank Name N

Address L ARl TAL

Tel. Home Work

Car for use in (country) %

Delivery date required i

[ am interested in (tick the boxes) Model names

Ford : 3 £ ‘l
Austin Rover

Audi/Volkswagen

Peugeot/Talbot 2 i
Vauxhall/Opel

Land/Range Rover ‘ ;

TaxFree D or Tax Paid D Used Cars D UK Car Hm
Iwouldlike to consider Natocars' unique trade-in facility [:l

1 would like to consider a Natocars personal loan DM I:: or§ D
Natocars Limited, Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4DG.

To telephone from Germany dial 0044-278-455555.
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16




BOUT this time each
year the results are
announced of job evalu-
ations which have been
completed in the past 12 months.

For most this usually means no
change, but for some there will be
upbandings and, unfortunately for
others, downbandings. Many
Servicemen find it hard to under-
stand why someone, somewhere,
sends out a letter once a year
altering his or her rate of pay.

What is job evaluation., and why
do some trades have their paybands
changed after so many years?

Since 1970, soldiers have all been
paid what has become known as
the Military Salary. The idea is
that they should be paid rates of
pay that are broadly comparable
with earnings for jobs of a similar
size in civilian life.

This does not mean that cooks
in the Army are compared with
cooks outside, or that clerks are
compared with clerks. If it did

HOW BIG IS
YOUR JOB?

SOLDIER looks at job evaluation

Comparability

mean that, with whom could a
gunner or an infantry soldier be
compared? They are paid the same
average rates of pay as someone
outside who has a job which is the
same size.

How is the size of a job
measured? It is done by a system
known as job evaluation.

The Armed Forces have a
specially trained team of Service-
men devoted solely to the task of
evaluating job sizes and recom-
mending appropriate paybands for
each trade, known as the Joint
Services Job Evaluation Team
(JSJET).

Since 1970 it has been their job
to examine every single trade at
each level in all three Services. It
was an obviously impossible task
to do them all at once, and it is
only this year for the very first
time that finally every single trade
in the Armed Forces has been
evaluated.

Each year a number of trades
are selected for evaluation. They
are chosen either because it is their
turn to be checked, or because the
person who sponsors the trade
(usually the directorate concerned)
has asked for it to be re-evaluated
— perhaps because the job

description has changed.

A respresentative number of
soldiers from each trade, between
the ranks of Corporaland Warrant
Officer are then interviewed at their
unit by a WOI analyst from
JSJET.

The analyst will already have
studied the job description pro-
vided by the sponsor, but he still
needs to talk in great detail about
the job to the person who actually
does it.

Itis very important that the job
holder has given the subject a lot
of thought before the interview
takes place.

The analyst takes the result of

maximum score of 1,000.

If the job achieved a score of,
say, 500 points then the appropriate
pay band would be Band 2 for a
Cpl or Band 6 fora SNCO. (Band
2 scores between 453-532 on the
Cpl Factor Plan; Band 6 between
441-600 on the SNCO Factor
Plan).

Most job scores change a little
over the years, but not enough to
move the job into another payband.
Sometimes though, jobs do change
a great deal, perhaps due to new
technology or changes in work
patterns and responsibilities. In
these cases the trade can be either
up or downbanded.

Because it was impossible to
evaluate trades all at once when
the scheme started, some were
slotted into a payband on a
temporary basis. New trades are
also slotted until they can be
evaluated by members of the
JSJET.

Slotting has caused a number of

Selection of representation

his work back to JSJET where a
judging panel, made up of an
officer of colonel equivalent rank
from each of the three Services,
plus a civilian consultant from the
International Business Consultants
firm, agrees to a job score.

The total score is made up from
anumber of factors, each of which
have been allocated a maximum
number of points.

Some of these are: previous
training and experience, planning
requirements, responsibility for
materials, working environment.

The scores achieved from each
factor are added together to
produce a total out of a possible

Interview at place of work

up and downbandings recently
because the trades were originally
placed in the wrong payband and
have since been evaluated.

It is, of course, cold comfort to
tell a soldier that he has been
overpaid for the past few years
and, now that his job has been
properly evaluated for the first
time, he is going to drop a payband.
But this is what has actually
happened.

But a safeguard has been built
in for soldiers who suffer from a
downbanding, as they go on to
‘mark time’ rates of pay for three
years or until the new rate overtakes
the level of pay they have become
used to receiving.

All changes are effective from
April 1 each year.

Does the soldier get a fair deal
from the job evaluation and pay-
banding system? In the last three
years there have been a ratio of 3
to 1 upbandings to downbandings
in the Army.

Downbandings are, of course,
very difficult to swallow and they
are always checked and doubled
checked at very senior levels before
they are accepted.

As would be expected, there is
never any problem about upband-
ings!
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IR DROPPING operations are stiil very much the
Army’s plan for any contingency, particularly those
involving 5 Airborne Brigade, headquartered at Alder-
shot, with its out-of-Nato-area responsibility.

Bigger quantities of air-dropped re-supply to the battlefield

and the men fighting the immediate action is the continuing

aim.

On average, four or five airborne
exercises are held annually usually
involving up to 15 Hercules
transport aircraft (deployed in two
air lifts), 1,100 men and 32 aerial-
delivery Medium Stressed Plat-
forms (MSPs). Each of these is
capable of carrying 18,000 lbs
weight of vehicles, guns or stores
earthwards.

The latest in this year’s planned
series was Exercise Ice Maiden —
appropriately named in the event
— enacted over the DZs (Dropping
Zones) of Norfolk’s Stanford
Principal Training Area.

Then, the MSPs which each
required five to six hours to rig
and securely lash, took just 12
seconds from extraction over the
Hercules’ tail ramps at 550 feet to
hit the frosty terra firma. Each
meticulously and expertly cram-
med frame supported in descent
by four special parachutes.

And the avowed aim is m-gét :

still more stores and ammunition
on to the 16-by+eight-foot MSPs.
One configuratjon, for instance,
includes a ¥-tony Land Rover and
its trailer. Or a orle-tonne GS Land
Rover plus 105imm Light Gun
with 30 stowed rounds ~t edch
round weighs 35lbs — for im-
mediate use. Yet another variation,
two Light Guns sharing the same
MSP. |
Techniques aré forever being
brushed up. Neaﬁly 90 differing
load configurations are being
improved on by theusers including
the closest of scrutineers, the men
of JATE — the Joint Air Transport

Establishment — at RAF Brize
Norton.

In a large hangar at the South
Cerney, near Cirencester, Air
Mounting Centre, HQ of 29
Transport and Movements Regi-
ment, RCT, five-man teams

_engaged on Exercise Ice Maiden

spent the best part of a day
assembling and rigging the vital
MSPs. _

Saws, hammers, screwdrivers,
timber, wooden shock absorber
struts and opaque water-resistant
covers were much in evidence as,
one by one, items were carefully
married to their designated partner
fitments on the platforms.

It takes, for example, four men
to lift and haul up each of the
300-1b weight platform parachutes
to a height of ten feet.

Men from 7 RHA, 3 PARA, 23
Parachute Field Ambulance, HQ
and Signals of 5 AB, 10 Field
Workshops, REMEand 63 Squad-
ron, RCT, to name but a few,
laboured with a unanimous will to
produce the end results that would
hurtle earthwards at 140 miles-

Nearly there! Stores at the touch-
down DZ

Exiting the rear ramp of a Hercules;
battlefield re-supply

an-hour over Stanford PTA.

Two MSPs normally fill the
copious hold of each of the 20-
vear-old RAF Lyneham-based
Hercules. Last year, this venerable
workhorse air-dropped 210 such
hefty MSPs during the busy
exercise calendar.

On Exercise Ice Maiden, train-
ing on a reduced scale, 14 MSPs
were dropped from 550 feet.

In the past, on differing plat-
forms, some 40,000 Ibs have been
air-dropped from as low as ten
feet by the ULLE — Ultra Low
Level Extraction — mode.

The Americans are known to be
envious of the British MSP drop
height deliveries. They are said to
extract their loads at 2,000 feet
over large DZs. “‘Probably Texas,”
as one unit wag quipped.

Helping each five-man rigging

Men of 7 RHA lashing down a
105 mm Light Gun on the MSP v

team to assemble the vital consign-
ments are usually two experts from
47 Air Desptach Squadron, RCT.
Theirs was the squadron involved
in the massive Ethiopian famine
relief airborne epic, Operation
Bushel, last year when 31 million
pounds of sacked grain were air-
dropped to the starving inhabitants.

Major Terry Lewis, OC of 47
AD Squadron, said improvements
were continually being sought to
improve MSP loads. ““We devel-
oped on the system of the early
70s from 16 Heavy Drop Company,
RAOC, who were disbanded. This
has kept the expertise going.

““In the 70s there were perhaps
40 platforms being dropped yearly.
Now it’s into the 200-mark and
we are doing it with more
sophisticated lifts. Then, it would
have been at about 10,0001bs a
time, working up to around
15,5001bs. Now, we have the
18,000-1b capability.”

A Land Rover is sorted out from
the MSP on the DZ p

Heavy Stress Platforms (HSPs),
deploying seven main parachutes,
also figure in the air-dropping
operations. These take the strain
of 28,000 Ibs with a target option
of some 5,000 Ibs more for carrying
engineering equipment such as
bulldozers.

Major Lewis forecast that by
the end of the decade drop heights
would be even lower on even
heavier MSPs.

The Americans, he said, were
“very interested” in the British
extraction system. Our chutes are
partially opened before the plat-
form leaves the aircraft. By the
American method the canopy
emerges first, then the load. Their
system, he said, was disposable
once used. Ours was re-usable.

Once rigged and checked at

South Cerney, the platforms are
taken by road to RAF Lyneham
for re-checking and installation into
the designated carrier Hercules.

It takes on average 2!/, hours to
load each Hercules with its two
MSPs. Loading time is usually
seven hours before drop time.

Preparation for an exercise like
Ice Maiden is enormous and its
sequel, DZ clearance, is lengthy,
too.

‘“As you can imagine we have a
fairly major problem recovering
up to 32 platforms from DZs in a
vast area like Otterburn,” said
Major Lewis. “These are partially
recovered by armoured vehicles
like Samsons. It took « ' men five
days to clear the debris of one such
exercise last November.

“When we get the kit back it

then falls to the REME lads to
check everything. There must be
thousands of bits and individual
items from shackles to straps and
parachute risers. It would probably
take a month to sort ourselves out
right after an exercise.”

As an added incentive, however,
there is an annual rigging contest.
This year it featured a dozen five-
man teams from within 5 Airborne
Brigade in a 3!,-hour test. The
winners were 63 Squadron, Royal
Corps of Transport.

The message is clear. Bigger and
more comprehensive loads are in
the tactical offing. Most with a
rear-ramp-to-ground delivery time
of 12 seconds. . . and possibly even
less. The time it probably took to
read the opening paragraph of this
report.

By Graham Smith

Pictures: Paul Haley
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Probably the most suitable
torch available for the
professional soldier.

ACCESSORY KIT INCLUDES
RED LENS & DETACHABLE
LENS HOLDER — RED/WHITE
QUICKLY & EASILY
INTERCHANGEABLE

ONLY 5%" LONG

SIZE & SHAPE IDEAL FOR
POCKET/POUCH

TWIST HEAD SWITCH —
WON'T SWITCH ON IN
POCKET/POUCH

BLACK FINISH, DIAMOND
CUT GRIP

ACCESSORY KIT FOR MINI-
MAGLITE INCLUDES QUICK
CHANGE LENS SET WITH
RED & AMBER FILTERS,
WRIST STRAP,

POCKET CLIP &

KEY RING

£4.60

TOUGH & DURABLE

WATER RESISTANT — e
AIRCRAFT GRADE ALUMINIUM,
ALLAOINTS RUBBER SEALED

70X'BRIGHTER THAN
STANDARD PEN LIGHT

ACCESSORY KIT INCLUDES
. . WRIST STRARIPEN GLIPTO'
b URE MINI-MAGLITE
Basttaa N o FOCUSING BEAM
RUNS ON Re/HP7 ~ SPOT/FLOOD, ONE HANDED

BATTERIES TENT LIGHT WHEN LENS HEAD
(not included) - REMOVED & USED AS A BASE

Toye, Kenning & Spencer
or (

Toye, Kenning & S

AUTHORISED
DISTRIBUTORS FOR
MAG-LITE

MINI-MAGLITE
(5%4")

£12.81 - A W : ADDRESS ___

Also Available Large Maglite Torches:— |
LCL4 cell (1214," 7 i T
LCLS5 cell (1415,

I NAME ___
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Hitler’s Teutonic

Knights

Bruce Quarrie presents the

SS Panzers. Pulls no punchesin
describing SS war atrocities yet

)

still gives a fair military §

evaluation of these crack
troops. Contains many

outstanding photographs §

including rare colour shots,

Hardback £15.95 including
postage & packing
N

& W

o,

histories of Hitler's elite Waffen

The Bofors
40mm Gun

Terry Gander. Few — ifany —
other weapons can claim the
distinction of having been in
constant production and use
since 1932. This book repre-
sents meticulous research into
this most widely-used weapon
and gives technical spec-
ifications plus photographs .
and scale drawings. Invaluable
to weapon enthusiasts, model
makers and war historians.

Hardback £11.95 including
postage & packing

From your bookseller or

Patrick Stephens Ltd.
Dept. 905D Denington Estate,
Wellingborough, Northants NN8 2RQ.
Telex 311072 THOPUB G

]
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The Ultimate Tailoring Service
for the Services

The best maleriais are made to measure in our
Own workrooms o give you the finest quality
tailoring Our personal measur INg service
assures you of perfection T’a 5 the ulti-
\alﬂ Ia orir c] 0

I ON ALL UNIFORMS AND CIVILIAN WEAR
FILL IN THE COUPON OR PHONE FOR DETAILS

Name. .. ..
o Rddesse oo Tl

| Please give telephoneno. ...............
Requirements

For complete details phone your local
I agent either in UK or our Sales Office in

Minden.

All written communications direct to

Head Office.

; I Van Dungie House

24 HOUR l Meynell Eve
& TELEPHONE Rothwell,

ORDERING SERVICE W Yorks.

e VLA st A e (0532 826102)

1
\

Minden Sales Office open dany I
9am-4.30pm. Tel: 0571 40067. |
Our representative will call at
your convenience.

UNIF’R[\/\AL

f
|
I
l
e o . s s il i ks o

e

Please post to:

ISIS Motors
Elles Road
Farnborough
Hants GU14 7QW

BRI i o S i omss e s e i o5
Mame L AT R s sl
Address ...

Mil. Phone No. .....

Posting Date .........

Please rush me mformalron on:

Ford model
For use in:
W. Germany
W. Berlin
Holland
Belgium
France

Italy
Portugal
Norway
Other;state il s il sl

oDt

POSTED ABROAD?

CONTACT

SIS MILITARY SALES

FOR YOUR NEW TAX FREE €22

Low interest finance, German bank rate** *

Nominal monthly payments whilst in the U.K. ** warrant
A

12 months unlimited mileage international

Up to 47 months to repay when abroad
Insurance may be included in finance
Comprehensive range of models to suit your

* % % % %

Excellent service back up throughout Europe
All documentation supplied & processed for you
Qualified staff to advise & assist you

needs

* % % %

Part exchanges accepted

ISIS Motors

24 hr
Service

92 54434/
FORCE

s T [ [T
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Writes Major Frank Rey-
nolds from Woolwich: It's
no use the Army sitting back
and waiting for the Govern-
ment to spoon feed us, we
have to help ourselves

If everybody in the Army
gave one day's pay a month
we could start our own
building society. We could
then lend to soldiers at, say,
two per cent, plus giving
them back the lump sum
they had saved. Quite simple
really

For the doubting
Thomases, | have the figures
for the REME and in five
years we alone would be
worth £50 million

If they want somebody 1o
run the scheme, I'll do it

A single officer in
QARANC says: In reply to
a question on housing (SOL-
DIER, January 13) Mr Stan-
ley stated: "The married
unaccompanied soldier does
not pay for his accommoda-
tion because he is not
expected to pay for the
upkeep of two houses.”

Many single soldiers also
own their own houses, with
the same mortgage commit-
ments as their married
colleagues. Why, therefore,
are single soldiers expected
to pay for the upkeep of two
houses?

Ifaccompanied service is
to be encouraged, would it not
be more fair if those who
choose to be unaccom-
panied paid the same rates
as a single person, and only
those whose military duties
require them to be unaccom-
panied receive free accom-
modation?

AN INCREASING number of unclaimed school
health records are jamming filing cabinets at
SSAFA headquarters — more than 20,000 of them.

It means that school-
children who have attended
British Service schools over
the past ten years have left
their documents behind.

Does it matter they are not
claimed? Answer: Yes, it
does. For these school
health records are important

For example: Mrs Shirla
Philogene — SSAFA's direc-

tor of nursing — is most
concerned as the docu-
ments list immunisation

dates, sight and hearing tests
and many important details
of a child's medical history

Mrs Philogene thinks the
reason why parents don't
bother to have the docu-
ments sent on to the child's
next school, is because they
consider school health
records as "healthy” and
have no need to be con-
cerned

Advice: If you are a parent
who knows that your child's
school record is missing

At present, many single
soldiers, of which | am one,
feelthatthere is a consider-
able bias against them.
Accommodation is just the
tip of the iceberg.

Yet another writer:In 1979
| married and took over a
maisonette in a not highly
desirable area of Plymouth.
After one year of constant
battles to have things re-
paired, | looked at the cost
of the rent and decided to
buy a house.

The struggle to make ends
meet for the first year was a
nightmare, but we managed

in 1982 | was moved to
Poole, but being unable to
afford the legal costs of
selling and buying again, |
lived in the sergeants’ mess.

It was during this time that
food charges for married
unaccompanied soldiers
were introduced

John Stanley says these
charges ‘represent the
amount of money his family
is saving by his absence.”

| don't know about Mr
Stanley, but | enjoy my wife's
company and each weekend
drove to Plymouth. Take off
the one warrant a month |
was allowed, my petrol costs
and telephone calls came
to £74. This money, plus the
food costs, totalled a con-
siderable amount over the
year

| continued to save what |
could and by the time | had
enough money for a house
of a similar standard to the
one | had, | moved back to
Plymouth.

With the money | was now
saving by not commuting, |

PR TSI TS TSI TSR

there are two things you can

do: check at the school your
child now attends that they

have all previous school
records.

Secondly, if the record is
incomplete since the child

Another letter — one of
many — highlighting the
housing problems of sol-
diers about to leave the
Army. The writer says: "I
have been involved with a
city council regarding
housing for one of my staft
but without success.

“The facts are this man
has been on the housing
list of this particular city
for 23 years.

“He was advised by the

first started school, write to
the last school listing present
home address and that of
present school

Ifthere are still gaps in the

record, write to: SSAFA,
Schools' Health Documents,
SSAFA HQ, 16-18 Oid

Queen Street, London SW1
with the addresses of all
previous schools and, if
possible, dates when the

military authorities that,
once registered, he need
only apply for a council
house when coming to the
end of his service and he
would have priority

“But when he completes
his service it appears he
will have insufficient resi-
dential time in the area to
quailfiy for a council house

“Both he and his family
come from this area so the
residential qualification

e e i e e i i e i R ol i ol o ol R ol i T e o o R A R R e iR R R e A

YOU

The housing articles certainly
stirred you up. | have had many
letters expressing comments,
views and suggestions. Here are

just a few . ..

sold up and, in August last
year, moved into a new
house.

Within a few weeks of
moving in the CO told me
that | would be postedin '86.

Fine. it's all part of Service
life, but | am left with the
problem — do | leave my
wife and six-week-old baby
and begin to commute
again?

Do | move out of a three-
bedroomed centrally heated,
detached house and into a
three-bedroomed third rate
quarter?

| would be preparedto buy
and sell again, but cannot
afford the legal fees

The system has you with
your back to the wall when
they say you can claim fees
if you can fulfil all the rules.

With more than 14,000

Badges for
handicapped

IF you're handicapped and living
in the UK you are entitled to an
orange badge for your car. The
badge is also valid in the EEC, but
should your badge expire or you
become eligible for one while in
BAOR — you should apply to the
Chief of Police Advisor, Joint
Services Liaison Organisation,
BFPO 34 for the German blue
badge (right).

Note: Local German badges are
not valid in the UK or other EEC
countries

vacant quarters the rule
about not leaving a quarter
empty by you moving into
private accommodation is a
hard one to make. If Mr
Stanley was moved would
he leave his wife or move
into a lower grade of house?
I think his answer, like mine,
would be “No".

I am not knocking Mr
Stanley, but feel strongly
about the matter. If the 24
per cent of us who own our
own homes decided to move
back into quarters what
would happen then?

They cannot afford to
maintain the occupied quar-
ters as it is without the
burden of more occupants

| appreciate you may have
received many letters like
mine and |, along with many
others, are glad you are there

child attended

Mrs Philogene hopes that
before long most of the
20,000 documents will find

their rightful schools

To help parents remember
they are

to tell schools
moving, she suggests that
school health records and
the name of the SSAFA sister
be added to the soldier's
check list on leaving.

period of six months was
satisfied prior to departure

“But the only advice he
gets is that he rents
accommodation for six
months in the area where
he wishes to settle when
he may be considered fora
house, along with all the
other hopefuls.

"Could you tell people
— through SOLDIER — of
the situation they might
face leaving the Army "

to put our point across. Butd
would like Mr Stanley to sit
down in a room full of service
home-owners and listen to
what they have to say.
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Going ‘home’ to a waiting list

The Armed Forces busi-

ness manager of the Hali-

fax Building Society writes:

Mr Stanley made clear that

his aim was to make it
possible for families to move
together on posting without
feeling they should live in
their own house. He did not
develop this point but it does
raise the question as to
whether one achieves this
aim by introducing financial
arrangements that would
make it attractive for the
soldier to defer house pur-
chase, or whether one en-
courages house purchase
on terms that allow the family
to “follow the flag" without
significant financial or social
loss.

When Mr Stanley seeks
to encourage Service fami-
lies not to live in their own
house, he does leave open
the possibility that a Service
family might buy a house
without the intention of living

i
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REMOVE

THIS SLUR NOW

DID you know that accord-
ing to the Homeless Per-
sons Act of 1977 Service-
men are classed with those
in prison and the mentally
insane?

Thisis notonly a disgrace,
but a terrible injustice. This
slur becomes obvious under
Section 18, sub-sections
1,2,3 which defines “local
connections” when apply-
ing for a local authority house
under this Act

Why this discrimination

in it. Clearly, if the letting of
houses could be reduced to
a financially worthwhile ex-
perience, there might be a
way of allowing families to
gain if not the best of both
waorlds, at least an accept-
able means of meeting both
the commitment of mobility
and the aspiration of home
ownership.

Building societies are in
general, sympathetic to the
family who wish to rent their
house from the time of
purchase provided they in-
tend tolive in at a later date.
However, if a house is
purchased not as a home but
as a hedge against inflation,
then we are entering the very
different ground of invest-
ment

House buying, as opposed
to home buying, would not
of course help the lower paid
ranks who, so legitimately,
are a special concern of
Anne Armstrong

Here the advantage of
housing associations may
have some application, but
that is another story.

So, Anne, is it possible to
reconcile the twin, and
largely divergent aims, of
home ownership and total
mobility by means of house
purchase as a hedge against
missing out in the housing
market?

There is no pot of gold
owned by the building socie-
ties, or probably any civilian
organisation for that matter
that can provide a Service-
man with instant capital other
than through regular and
substantial saving and wise
investment along the way

- Being homeless is not a crime

—

when the police, fire and
other Government services
are not so listed?

It is important that our
Servicemen and women
should never be faced with
homelessness

Butevenliving ina married
quarter doesn’'t necessarily
provide a “local connection”
and possible entitlement to
a council house.

The hard fact is Service
employment counts for very
little when it comes to local
housing

But the Act does provide
special circumstances. For
example: households return-
ing from abroad on dis-
charge from the Services
may be considered by a local
council, providing the appli-
cant had previously lived in
the area for a considerable
time.

In these circumstances a
council may find grounds for
a "local connection.”

On the other hand, in a
recent case in which a
Service family applied to
White Horse Vale District
Council for a house, a judge
ruled that they had no “local
connection’ as they were
living in an MQ. They didn't
get a council house even
though they had lived there
some years.

Yetanother indication that
serving your country is an
added hurdle in the housing
stakes

Since these constraints
act against the Serviceman
and his family, surely the
Defence Select Committee
should raise this in the
Commons and the House of
Lords and have Servicemen
removed from Section 18 of
the Homeless Persons Act
which lists them with crimi-
nals and the mentally insane

Surely this can't be right
when they are an integral
part of the community. This

becomes even more obvious
when they are called on to
provide emergency services
at fires, floods, and rubbish
clearance.

This is not the first time |
have stressed the unfairness
of the Act so far as soldiers
are concerned.

But if accompanied ser-
vice is now official policy, as
Defence Minister John Stan-
ley says, then the No. 1
priority is to remove Service-
men from Section 18 im-
mediately.

Soldiers are notand never
have been in the same
category as prisoners and
the mentally insane
Refugees and those seeking
political asylum are not even
mentioned in Section 18,

WANTED: a 'local connection’ for a home

neither are civil servants and
others like them who get
posted while in Government
service

British Servicemen and
women and their families are
entitled to better threatment
than this in 1986.

Tune into this plea and help a child

Service children in BAOR
suffering with hearing prob-
lems are to get help

Forafund has just started
to raise money for radio-
controlled hearing aids and
to buy hospital testing equip-
ment

Organiser Sergeant R B

McRobie of Station Staff
Office, Minden, says.'

"As Service people we are
allusually involved in raising
funds for other charities and
organisations, and we tend
to forget our own problems
until someone brings it to our
attention, but this is usually

isolated to that garrison or
unit where the problem lies

“With a fund like the BAOR
Appeal, this would be avail-
able to all families while
serving in West Germany
and Berlin.

“So why not help our own
for a change and sponsor

this fund in any way that you
can as your help helps
them?

“If you would like to make
a donation to the fund then
please send it to: BAOR
APPEAL, Central Bank, 3
Royal Anglian Regt, Minden,
BFPO 29
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G.D. Specialist ey
supplies colour Bt
catalogue

Inquiries from
PRIs &
Training
wings
welcomed

Kit the Professionals use

G.D. Specialist Supplies have supplied equipment to the Professional
Soldier throughout the world, in conditions as diverse and inhospitable as
the Falklands Islands and the Sahara Desert. Their equipment has been
designed or selected by soldiers for soldiers and has been throughly field
tested. The company has established its reputation on supplying the finest
quality kit at reasonable prices.

The range includes: survival knives, survival kits, first aid kits, navigation
aids, binoculars, bivi bags, rucksacks, holdalls, clothing, camera care
systems, and many other miscellaneous items.

For full details, a colour catalogue is available, priced £1 from: G.D.
Specialist Supplies, Beresford House, Beresford Road, Gillingham,
Kent ME7 4EU.
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THE START OF
SOMETHING NEW

IF YOU'RE LEAVING THE SERVICES WITHIN THE NEXT 12
MONTHS AND WOULD LIKE TO START A NEW CAREER
CONSIDER GCHQ AS A

TRAINEE RADIO OFFICER

If your trade or training involves radio operating you may
wish to continue in the work you know and enjoy. Government
Communications Headquarters can offer you a career in
communications involving the very latest technology. It starts
with 32 weeks thorough training to fit you for the post of
Radio Officer with extremely interesting work, good salary,
good prospects for promotion and also the opportunity for
overseas travel. Add to this the security of working for an
important government department and you could have the
start of something new.

The basic requirement for the job is 2 years’ radio operating
experience or holda PMG, MPT or MRGC. Registered disabled
people are welcome to apply.

Salaries start at £4,988 at age 19t0 £6,028 at age 25 and over
during training and then £6,832 at 19to £8,915at 25 and over
as a Radio Officer. Increments then follow annually to £12,328
inclusive of shift and weekend working allowances.

For full details and an application form phone 0242 32912/3
or write to:

Recruitment Office, Government Communications Headquarters,
Oakley, Priors Road, Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire, GL52 5AJ

The best way

to save taxis
to cut corners

JLC Export Cars can now offer you the best deal on your new car.
Choose from our wide range of cars including Ford, Peugeot and
Austin Rover; you will enjoy all the UK specifications but at continental
prices.
If you would like to know more about how we can save you money,
post the coupon and we will send you further details.
Remember - with JLC Export Cars you win all the way.

0252 519888
(From Germany) 0044 252 519888

Please send me details on the following models l

JLC EXPORT CARS

(country) 4-6 Alexandra Road

1. B
I Name I 0252 51988
a; 0252 522555
ress. e e
I Add I
- e an =m =m =m omm EXPORTCARS

YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE

— ALL PAST & PRESENT SERVING SAILORS, SOLDIERS,
AIRMEN, WRENS, WRACS, WRAFS, NURSES & THEIR FAMILIES.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED BY THE ROYAL STAR & GARTER HOME TO
CARE FOR THE DISABLED MEN & WOMEN OF ALL THREE SERVICES

H

The Royal Star & Garter Home cares for severely disabled ex-Servicemen
and women of all ranks from all parts of the country. We rely on public
support, so please help by sending a donation or preferably asking for a
covenant form. You might also like to remember with a legacy those to
whom we owe so much.

THE ROYAL

k%_ STAR & GARTER

SIS Home for Disabled Sailors, Soldiers & Airmen,
Richmond, Surrey TWI10 6RR. Tel: 01-940 3314

Registered Chanrity No. 210119 & 286751




SHOOTERS

IT was 20 below and covered with snow, and the clouds
were hovering dark ... Not a line from the oft-quoted
Eskimo Nell, but an accurate description of the
Norwegian scenario faced by 29 Commando Regiment

Royal Artillery.

They were there for their
annualten-week deployment
to the frozen wastes just
below the Arctic Circle at a
place called Andleness
where, in common with the
rest of the country, beer
costs £3 a pint and when
the wind blows, temperatures
drop to around 40 below
freezing

It can be truly said that,
while the locals go about
their everyday business with
smiles hidden behind woolly
hats and anorak hoods, life
forthe Commandos on Arctic
Survival Training (AST) can
be tough. It's a place offering
conditions which can sort the
men from the supermen —
there being no place for boys
in this outfit — in double
quick time.

It's an expensive and cold
place where even the pro-
verbial brass monkey would
find it hard going against the
freezing climate.

But although it's cold it's
better that way. “The ideal
temperature for our training
is a few degrees below
freezing," said Captain David
Challes, the adjutant

“If it gets above freezing
then we would have trouble
moving about. Everything
becomes wet and sloshy

"And with six feet of snow
everywhere itdoesn't take a
lot of imagination to realise
the difficulties we'd have
moving our oversnow vehi-
cles, let alone our 105 mm
light guns which weigh in the
region of two tons.”

But while it's a rough,
tough life for this green-hat
outfit during their ten-week
deployment, there are a few
benefits to help offset the
discomfort.

Benefits such as LOA of
up to £5.93 a day for cor-
porals and below; no accom-
modation charges — al-
though accommodation for
the 250 soldiers was of a
poor standard with ten to a
room with two-tier bunks;
free food on exercises, but
the standard £2.22 a day
charge when in camp; ski-
ing galore, but not the usual
downbhill fun stuff as their
skiing entails 3, weeks of
cross-country practice, fol-
lowed by a 20-kilometre
biathlon with heavy pack,
weapon and ammunition with

by
John Margetts

no exceptions — not even
the CO.

But while the Commando
Gunners got themselves
trained and sorted for Anchor
Express, the local populace
proffered warm welcomes to
homes, cafes and pubs.

Arguably their friendliness
could be fiscal based, since
the regiment’s arrival every
year means not just banner
headlines in the local paper
and a 10 per cent increase
in their 4,000 population, but
an enormous boost to their
economy.

Food, fuel and a fair
amount of entertainment are
all bought locally — even
though their brew is the price
of liquid gold plus a fiver
entrance fee for a disco

But even with such sky-
high prices most of the lads
avail themselves of local
amenities at least once a
week if only to get away from
the camp for a few hours.

“Ten weeks up here is a
long time," said Lieutenant
Colonel lan Durie, CO of 29
Commando “Unlike Ply-
mouth, where we are based,
there's not a lot to do in our
spare time and since this is
a training session, our AST
and continuation program-
mes are very full.”

The Colonel revealedthat,
while he considered his men
to be among the Army’s top

Photographs:

Commandos are not always Marines. 29
Commando Regiment RA wear the famed green

beret, too. Each year the
ending the ten-week stay

in the snow with a Nato
exercise. This year it was

Anchor Express.

SOLDIER followed their
progress for a couple of

days in preparation for
their trip northwards.

TERRY CHAMPION

three per cent in quality, his
regiment was about ten per
cent below strength

A good many COs, if not
all, will say the same of their
units ... super-fit, top quality
men and the like, but when
referring to the green beret
brigade it's a different ball
game

It's not that wearers of the
famed beret would publicly
claim superior qualities to
other troops, but modestly
point out that theirs are
enhanced and heightened
by their special role.

“It's probably because our
standards and demands on
fitness are so high thatwe're

short of men,” said Captain
Challes

"We're looking for recruits
forthe Commando Gunners
and allthe other cap badges
supporting us.

“But everyone volunteer-
ing for the Commandos first
hastotake the Royal Marines
training course at Lymp-
stone.

“That in itself is tough
going as all who have taken
it will testify," he said.

So what makes soldiers
from other units switch and
take the chance of failing the
green beret test, for more
fail than pass?

“It's not the money,” said

y deploy to Norway,

Captain Challes. “There is
no extra money for wearing
the green hat in the Royal
Artillery and joining us means
going to the bottom of the
promotion ladder as others
have prior claims.

“There is also ten weeks
in the snow every year and,
while we spend a lot of time
skiing, even the R-and-R
ski-time is tackled with our
operational role in mind

Continued on Page 26

First get your green beret. .. then become a Two-Nine Commando Gunner (see next page)




A LITTLE knowledge is
a dangerous thing...
especially in the Arctic.
For if men are to survive
in that inhospitable cli-
mate they have to know
@ thing or two.

Being Commandos 29
Regiment know how to
fight and fire their 105mm
guns, but keeping warm
and living in the strength-
sapping cold is an art
requiring skill, knowledge
and practice

Keeping them up to
scratch in these skills is a
. team of six headed by
Battery Sergeant Major
WO2 Roy Ashton.

“We teach the basics of
survival in the Arctic, how
to live in tents and snow
holes and how to improve
skiing.

"Everyone has to take
the nine-night course
every year to qualify for the
basic Arctic Survival Train-
ing (AST) qualification.
“They don't necessarily
complete nine consecutive
nights in the field, but when
they are here, they're look-
ing at a 12-hour day of
training.”

Finishing off his 12-hour
stint and obligatory nine-
night session was RSM
WO1 Malcolm Flanagan.

He was out for his final
two nights and sharing a
tent with unit training officer
Captain Nick Hills.

And a visitor — just to
see what it was like — was
Lieutenant Mandy Keir
WRAC, who was sharing
their evening "scran.”

Said Mandy, as she
tucked into a steaming tin
of compo laced with the
ubiquitous curry: “The
scran’s hot, but it's mighty
cold sitting here."”

Said W02 Ashton: “If
there were more people in
the tent — it'll hold eight —
it would be like an oven in
no time at all. The more
the merrier.”

So what are the real
problems of surviving inthe
Arctic? | here's no short-
age of water, everyone's
walking on about eight feet
of the stuff?

“The! snow's clean so
that's no trouble. Problems
start when the temperature
gets really low and the wind
speed increases. Getting
under cover and keeping
warm is the main thing
then. Heavy snow is no real
bother if common sense is
used — just like anything
else.” !

Helping him keep that
common sense approach

clear in everyone's mind
were instructors Staff
Sergeant Paddy Mallinson,
Sergeant George Jobling,
Bombardier Chris Underhill
and Lance Bombardiers
‘Rummy’ Dimmock and
Mark Grundy

They're out in the field
for most of the ten-week
stay. “No problems,” said
Roy Ashton. "We know
what we're doing, we're left
alone and it's quiet —
except when the wind
blows!"”

LIFT FOR A LIGHT GUN: co-operation with 846 Sqn Royal Navy
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How to learn Navy speak

*
2 4

& Don'ttalk of dining rooms or cookhouses to Commandos. They use

 Navy speak even when making tracks for the nearest bar — “going
ashore,” they say. It's one of their special ways of retaining that
halfway slot between being sailors and soldiers. For Naafi read
canteen, lavatory, heads; barrack rooms, cabins, cookhouse, galley.

X There's a whole lot more, but it would be best to join them to find out!

EEREGEEEEY
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When the Gunners go shooting in the SNOW ...

“That is why we are here
and since skiing provides a
fast way of moving over
snow, every Commando
must attain a fair degree of
skill carrying a heavy pack
and weapon.”

Test time for this comes
with the 20-kilometre biathlon

in which everyone must
compete and complete

It means skiing for 15ks

as fast as possible and
pumping ten shots in a 30-
metre target before whizzing
offonthe last five kilometres
for base

Any shots missing the

target mean a four-minute
time penalty added to course
times.

Seemingly it can only be
pride that lures soldiers to
go for the green beret, for it
has to be earned and there
is no easy way to do this
—the Royal Marines see to

that in their own special way

And judging by conditions
endured in snow holes, tents
and general work surround-
ings, the green-hat gun-
ners subsequently re-earn
their right to the hat every
year from early January to
mid-March.

It's a rough, hard exis-
tence, but one which Colonel
Durie is convinced his men
enjoy for the simple reason
they are Commandos — a
role demanding many quali-
ties including toughness,
resilience and tenacity of the
highest calibre.

26

148 (Meiktila) Battery, the
Commando Forward Obser-
vation Battery of 29 Com-
mando, was all set to dis-
appear in the cut-back plan
when Argentina-made a bid
for those South Atlantic
islands.

"We were ideally suited for that
job and that's what saved us from
oblivion," he said.

With a title like theirs it's hard to
imagine, let alone believe, they
are one of the few ripping
adventure-style units still around.

Maybe the SAS and SBS have
the edge on them for PR imagery,
but Harry. Beaves and his boys

MAJOR Harry Beaves said: “If it hadn’t been for the
Falklands my battery wouldn’t be here today.”

For a start all 61 of this one-off
bunch — currently they're down
to 48 and searching for volunteers
— have to be Commando trained,
have to take the parachute course
and must be able to send Morse
at notless than 12 words a minute,
they must all be competent skiers
able to carry large loads across
country, and many of them are
divers. In short they are the
complete all-rounders.

And while claiming to have no
equal or parallel set-up elsewhere
in the Services, they claim to be
the only Army unit to have RN
sailors under their command
Among the four-strong team

ADVENTURE WITH
A DIFFERENCE

really "do the business” when they
go into action.

For their job is to get close —
real close — to enemy positions
and direct naval gunfire in support
of land operations

Ontheface of it it sounds easy:
“Up a bit. Left a bit..."” But it's
getting there to do the job that
counts.

Defence cuts have hit 29
Commando Regiment over
the years and the unit is
now made up of three
Regular Army batteries, a
Commando forward obser-
vation battery a TAVR gun
battery in London and an
HQ battery

Based in Plymouth, it is
commanded by Lieutenant
Colonel lan Durie whotook
the trouble to learn to
speak Norwegian before
taking command about 14
months ago.

Commissioned 22 years
ago, he is an active
Christian and his hobbies
include running (plenty of
that in Norway providing
it's not too cold), orienteer-
ing (useful for finding the
way over snow-covered
country) and birdwatching
(not much chance of this
since the Soldierteam saw
not one feathered friend in
a week-long stay).

demonstrating their ski-skills for
Soldier photographer Terry
Champion, was Leading Radio
Operator Steve Hoyland, 25, from
HMS Brazen.

Steve is one of a number of
sailors who make up 148 Battery
He is due to return to his ship in
May, but could well switch to 148
full time like several sailors have
in the past. Only time will tells
whether he makes the move or
stays full-time Navy

“We tendto go where the Navy
goes,” said Major Beaves, "and
that generally means heading for
the sun

“We really do get around the
world and our style of operation
makes for a good deal of adven-
ture with a difference since we
operate with ships, submarines,
aircraft and land forces.

“All 48 men of this Battery took
part in the Falklands campaign
proving our role indispensable.
That's what saved us from being
disbanded.”

Average age of the battery is
the mid-twenties with the work
demanding above average fitness
and intelligence.

“We need more guys, but they
have to be fit, well motivated and
bright,” said Major Beaves.

So if any trained soldier has a
yen to wear a green beret and
see the world, learn to parachute,
sea-dive, skiand send Morse ata
fast rate, contact Major Harry
Beavesat 148 Cdo FO Bty, Poole.

He andthe rest of 148 are there
awaiting calls from the right sort
of men, ready to sign, ‘em up.

148 (Meiktila) Battery

COMMANDO FORWARD OBSERVERS OF 148: observing without observation

If music be the food of love...then
food on Norway deployment is the
love of life among the Commandos
of 29 (say two nine) Regiment.

Make no mistake, it's a top priority
up there in the snow and the
mountains.

And the lads need it, too — all
5,000 calories of the splendiferous
dishes offered by the ACC chefs and
cooks with the regiment.

Steaks and meat dishes fish of
every description every day all

—Nose-bag time in Norway—

followed by sumptious puds and
sweets.

And since everyone of them is a
first-class trencherman, they make
the most of it by tucking in with
gusto.

Benevolently WO2 master chef
Dave Fitton surveyed the packed
galley and said: “The lads can eat as
much as they want. They eat huge
amounts, far more than they would
at home. It's the cold you know,” he
said.
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. LANCE CORPORAL GEORGE MONTGGMEEY busy Valentine's Day

time.”

Cards

. THE COMMANDO LOGISTIC REGT AND 57 SQN RCT: first in the supply chain

THERE ARE no prizes for guessing who would
have topped the popularity stakes during 29
Commando’s deployment, but had ‘Postie’
Lance Corporal George Montgomery been
nominated he could well have come first.

"But only if the mail arrived on time,” said George of the RE
Postal and Courier Services, based at South
- on his first tour of Norway,
. "Onthe other hand, if the mail was late arriving ... well,

the lads don't like that. They do like 1o get their mail on

But they're not as keen to wrlte letters as they are to
receive them, he said. Perhaps it's all the hard work and
. ihe cold that puts them off :
* But even so they made ful l use of George's post office
which offered a full range of services
- including an airmail letter service for 1 7p.
His busiest time, he said, was just
before Valentine's Day. when the
Commandos went all soft hearted and
flooded his post room with hundreds of
“Must be the weather up here,’
said George :
Another litlle unit in support of 29
; pr gornmando cansisted of six WRAC led
L : y Lieutenant Mandy Keir, 26.
et comth Hel;}mg Mandy to keep the admin

wheels turning in her job as
assistant adjulant were
Lance Corporals Mary Jones
— her husband, Nick, 15
currently in Belize with the

regiment's 79 Battery and

due back next month — HQ
Battery clerk Karen Clothier,
officers mess cook Valerie
Mitchell and Privates Clare
Brodie, who operated the unit
computer and Sicbhan Hall
the OM's clerk

There were also three TA
girls from 37 Signal Regiment
at Cardiff, one of whom was
Corporal Marion Kim:

"Qur job is to operate the
comcen,: said Marion, who
has six years’ service inthe
TA and was on her second
tour of Norway.

Al the time she was telling
of her role, she was having a

medical check in the sick

bay nexi to her office, by LMA
Rodney Hopper, a Royal
Navy Commando.

With Navy medical attend-
ant Stuart White, they assist-
ed the MO — who was out
at the time — in every way
they could

"Most comimon com-
plaint?’ echoed Rodney
“Toothache, l'd say. It seems
the extreme cold affects fil-
lings which means sending
patients to the Commanao
Logistic Regiment dentist at
Gardermoen

“Of course we get a few
usually

broken bones,
caused by skiing falls. They,
toe,goto Commando Logist-
ics and possibly back to the
UK.

Another common com-
plaint was listed by adjutant
Caplain David Challes —
conslipation can be a prob-
lem aut here, he said

“"When men spend four

days or more in snow

holes and lents eating
compo rations, answering

erney and:

nature’s calls can be some-
what difficult.

“"But learning to cope is
all part of arctic: survival
training.” Like pay, which
was controlled by Staff
Sergeant Mick Cotlon, a
military accountant with the
RAPC,
topic with the lads. Keeping

them happy in this depart-

ment was Master Chef WO2
Dave Filton, ACC badged on
his green beret as were most
of his 18 ACC cooks,

“if they haven't got the
green berel yet it's because
they are still workmgtowards
it he said

While ambience in the
“galley’ — in the Com-
mandos all jargon is Navy
style — was definitely Jow-
key with poor lighting and
bare furnishings, the food
was well up to standard. And
jots of it _

“Thelads can eatasmuch
as they want, said Dave.
“Many come back for third
helpings: Most eat pheno-

menal amounts. But they

need it in this climate

Food cost allowance and
expenditure is about seven
times that of the UK ceiling.
But all food is bought locally
and this reflects some of the
difference in prices in the UK
ar\d there.

"But at least rt gives my '

chefs the chance to display

their skills and produce
superb food,” said Dave
Fitton

Giant-size prawn cock-
tails, steaks of all kinds done

toatum, vegetables of every

description, to say the
Commandos on deployment
inNorway eat well wotild be
an understatement. The
eating is superb: No wonder
there is no waste. "Every-
thing goes,” said Dave Fitton.
He added that the un-
official motto of his team was:
"We go where they go "
“We have 10 provide the
food when they need it, so
we have to do the Com-
mando course the same as
everyone else It's all part of

the job.”

Another little behind-the-
scenes unit was the REME

LAD commanded by Captain

food was a main

AlID

b John M4rgetts — photos: Terry Champion

Mike Barker On this and last
year's deploymeni the lads
have worked indoors in a
hired workshop.

“But prior to thal it was a
case of working oulside
where you could” said
Sergeant  Breft Jordan-
Davis: On his ninth visit of
the area, Bretl told how in
1979 it was tented accom-
modation and “bloody cold.”

But now allis different, not
to mention a big Improve-
ment, said Captain Barker
"Working conditions here are
better than we have at
Plymouth.”

As with 29's other support
units the REME are all
Commando trained or wait-
ing to be. Between times they
were kept busy maintaining
the regiment s oversnow BV
202s, said by many to be
almost “clapped out.”

“It can mean long hours
in. the snow
broken-down vehicles,” said
Mike Barker.
of our job seems o be
increasing with the age of
the vehicles. But
hoping new oversnow

vehicles won't be oo long

coming our way, he said

recovering

"And that part

we're.

indicating they were “trial-
ling” a new type on the
exercise.

But while Captain Barker
and his unit slogged away in
a heated garage in down-
town Andleness, and WO2
Dave Fitton and his cooks
slaved over hot stoves in the
main galley, the Expedition-
ary Forces Institute with
WO2 Andy Dungay and
Corporal Barry Mines were
putting in a seven-day week
serving the lads with smokes,
drinks, perfume, food gifts —
in fact most things that Naafi
sell including a good select-
ion of Valentine cards.

“We're open all hours,”
said. Andy Dungay,” and
business is good.

Often unsung, the EFI
shop is where the lads go
for their duty-free and gifts
for wives and girlfriends.

“Whal would they do with-
outus? asked Barry Mines.
What indeed?
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LIEUTENANT MANDY KEIﬁ, PHIVATE CLARE BRODIE
Keeping the paperwork and the admin well in line

(Left): STAFF SERGEANT MICK COTTON: pay, food and LOA
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Short of cash? Two-Nine

could be the answer

If it's money you're after
then joining 29 Regiment
— they're short of men
— could be the answer.

While there's no extra
cash for actually being a
Commando, there is LOA
when deployed to Norway

For those staying the full
ten weeks the rates are: Lt
Col £9.26 a day, Major,

9.18; Captain, £7.92;
Lieutenant, £6.87, WO1,
£9.09; WO2/SSgt, £8.45;
Sgt, £8.02; Cpl £7.66, ORs
£5.93.

While this might appear
generous remember beer
costs about £3 a pint in
hotels and bars. Food is
expensive, too

“Butthat is why this LOA
is paid,” said CO Lieuten-
ant Colonel lan Durie

“Of course some people
choose not to go out too
much and manage tosave
some and return home with
a fair sum.”

Those achieving this
have usually made full use

of the canteen at the
Andlesness base (rented
from the Norwegian Army)

There, in an old wooden
building built by the
Germans as a wartime
hospital, the 250 soldiers
of ‘Two Nine' can let their
hair down at four "*kronks
a pint — about 40p

But having a pintin this
building is not without
hazards especially when
leaving.

For it is sited in an
exposed, isolated area
which catches the full force
of the wind down the valley
and temperatures can
reach a crippingly cold low

Soto ensure that every-
one has returned to their
cabins safe and sound, the
duty officer has to stumble
and slide the half-mile
track to the living quarters
after closing time checking
no-one has tripped and
fallen

“We've had the odd
couple fall over. but they've

been found within minutes

f they weren't, well, who
knows," said adjutant
Captain David Challes

‘Friday and Saturday
nights are the busiest,” said
Bombardier Derek Steel
who, with Bombardier Sam
Brown was sharing bar
duties for a couple of
weeks.

“We get a fair number of
local youngsters coming
along as guests. They're
guests’ because they are
not permitted to buy duty
free drinks — whichis why
our drinks are so cheap

"When you get a couple
of hundred soldiers in here,
plus guests, our takings
really take off. All profit, of
course goes to our PRI’

Added Captain Challes
‘We consider having
guests here in the ser-
geants' and officers
messes to be good PR
We're happy to have them
here and we know they're
happy for us to be here.”
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We go where they go’
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Sweatshirts, sports shirts, tracksuits -
embroidered with your own motif or
club crest. Also printed sweatshirts.

Write or phone for free colour leaflet
and fabric cuttings to:

Andy Hamnett

Symbol Sweaters, Burnawn
Factory, Galston, Ayrshire,

KA4 8HF. Tel: 0563 820213.
Please mention Soldier when replying.

SYMBOL SWEATERS

From Survival Equipment Ltd of Hereford the BCB two-tone camouflage
cream. Really inventive, this cream is in stick form a little like the old US
army style, but it is far superior. Instant camouflage pattern on your face
and hands in brown and dark green, it also contains a very effective insect
repellent.

Send £1.00 for our latest
equipment catalogue

pomoosrouse  SURV VAL
HEREFORD EQUIPMENT LTD

(@) (0432) 277739

MILITARY CLOTHING
AND EQUIPMENT

A FuII Range of Protecflvé Clothlng and Military
Clothing Manufactured to MOD Standards

Waterproof DPM Suit
Waterproof DPM 3, Jacket
Waterproof DPM Basher
Waterproof DPM Map Case

(with pen, notebook pocket,

web and hook attachments

Waterproof clear map case
with zip fasteners

One piece DPM sniper suit

Northern Ireland leather combat

gloves

S.M.L. £23.00

S.M.L. £19.25

90" x 65" £14.75

Size closed £8.50

127 %7

Size open

24" x 18"

24" x 20" £4.75

40" x 28" £5.95

40" x 36" £7.25

S.M.L. £30.00
£12.00

All prices include postage and packing

When ordering please state size, style and item. Allow 28 days for delivery.
Cheques made payable to: SES Mail Order, 33 Greenfinch Close, Eastleigh,
Hants SO5 3JN. Tel: 0703 612417

A secure career +
management prospects

Retiring soon? Then this is your golden opportunity to
start a new career that is not only extremely rewarding
but offers excellent prospects for promotion to
management level.

For the past 25 years part of our company has been
devoted to the requirements of those in the Armed Forces,
not only as clients, but also as staff. We can offer you
security and an income which will allow you to maintain
and improve your standard of living. Our planned
programme of expansion could include you. A great
number of us are ex-Servicemen and many have reached
top management posts which are open to all. We are
represented in all parts of the UK and West Germany and
can accommodate you wherever you choose to live.
Regretfully, we must impose an age limit of 24-45 unless
personally recommended.

To fulfil our plans, we shall need even more top line
Associates so if you are planning for the future, have the
determination to succeed through your own ability and
would like to be part of a continuing success story, we
would like to hear from you.

Pioneer Mutual

Insurance Company Limited

Pioneer House, Coltishall, Norwich,
Norfolk NR12 7AG. 0603 737771
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- nology to ensure a three year waiting

DIRT’Y nmsy, potenttally qui;e lxazarv-

~ dous — hardly the formula, perhaps, for
popular success. Yet, judging by the

 number of soldiersin the modern British
Army who would ewdently love nat]nng"-_:

~ better than shoeing horses, the Army
. School of Farriery at Me!ton Mowbray

~ is doing very well. _
- Infact, there are enongh

~ age of soph:sucated- ele
_ interested in good o

' _for this partic: . ,
 The school takes in 30 new sruécms ayear

' -ail of whom do a 13-week course at the startof

~ what can be, according to
_Duerden, the warrant offi icer
- ltfenme S appmnnceshrp

np:
_in the Army - the Farner WOl.
“at least 10 of them bcforc r.he S C
: War -

. smdent has a reasonable school education, a

_ keen eye for detail and measurement, and a
‘willingness to work hard in d:rty snd .

somcnmes hazardous cx)ndmcms

- The sort of man he !ooks for as a potential

Take the gamble out of Fund Raising with
mcELANDS
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 “He should also appreciate that he is workmg

ammais is a vocation and not a job,”’

| not like sticking a bit of metal onto a machine.
_ Atthe other end of the hoof being tipped with

| isfully capable of throwing its weight around
if upset.

' tissue,” says WO Duerden, “applying an
~ inanimate object to living tissue. Not a thmg
~ that can be learned from text books. It is
fmm man to man.’

--take the novice to Farrier Class I1I, is nothing
. more than a selection tcst, accordmg to thc
WO in chargc

“Itinno way quahﬁes him for anythmg,”

_ this man on for a future as a farrier. There is

training, either here with the Royal Army

farrier,

come back here for another 13-week course
for upgrading. It’s a formal course requiring

_ intensive practical and theoretical study.

5 'Shoelng — not to be leamed from text books

. with ammals, and for a human to work with
| Perhaps this is the reason that the trade of :
- farr_ler appeals so much to some people. Itis

- iron shoes is a large and sensitive animal which

Hlris realiy man workmg along with living . : y -
. farriers’ jobs are somewhat restricte

| pretty much a case of being handed down
' ~ Troop, RHA, at St John'’s Wood, and one
_The initial 13-week course, Whl.Ch should

: he explains, “'it just says: yes, we will now take
then a minimum of two years’ on the job
 Veterinary Corps, or the Household Cavalry
~or King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery.
- Durmg this time they are commually shoeing

~ under the constant superwsmn of a quahﬁed' '

- “If they can sansfy thls rcqu:rement they

~ Successful completion qualifies them as an

Army Farrier Class II which carries the
exemptlcn of the Worshipful Lompanﬂ of
Farriers.” .
“ In the days before the cavalry was
‘mechanised the Army needed two schools of
farriery. The biggest was at Aldershot in a

 building, now demolished, on the corner of

Shoe Lane and Forge Lane.
Now, of course, instead of several thousand
horses the Army has only 600. Cunsaquenrly '

There are six with the RAVC at Melton
Mowbray, 14 with the Household Cavalry at
Knightsbridge and Windsor, five with King’s

with Mounted Troop, 160 Provost Company,
RMP, in Aldershot. There are in addition
some 35 posts for farriers in Army Sadd]e.
Clubs scattered around the world,

The job isn’tall hotirons, anvils and *;mokmg
hooves. Army farriers are still soldiers and

_ like everyone else they are obhged to keep

pace with military training.

~ In fact, WO Duerden says that farraers
have even tried shoeing their horses in full
 NBC kit — - gloves, masks the lot.

As a means of mixing the past with the
present it was an interesting exercise, but not
a pleasant experience, he said: Apart from the
difficulty of handling things there was the

problem of seeing and hearing properly —

two rather important considerations when you.
are warkmg with animals. -
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OOKING tanned and

fit, 12 men from The

Blues and Royals have

returned home to
Detmold, BAOR after a month
in Kenya. Their expedition
Ecstasy Quadrant, was a
combination of a holiday, a
special mission, and of a dream
even for Lt James Johnsen, the
expedition leader.

The party of 12 travelled from
BAOR to Nairobi to tackle four
main projects. The first was to
climb Mt Nyiru, 9,283 feet, up in
the northern frontier district of
Kenya.

Said CoH (Corporal of Horse)
Alan Rose, an experienced adven-

AGONY AND THE ECSTASY

ture trainer: ““‘It was extremely hot
up there in the north as it is virtual
desert; very dry, rugged and arid™".

But they all made it after two
days’ climbing and were rewarded
with stunning views of their next
objective: Mt Kulal.

Although only 7,522 feet high,
it still had its challenges and a party
of six finally made it to the top.
The rest had set up a base camp on
the shores of Lake Rudolf (now
known as Lake Turkana) where
they carried out much-needed and
vital maintenance on the three
vehicles which had been punished
by Kenyan ‘roads’.

There was also time to supple-
ment the staple diet of salted goat
and tinned fruit with some fresh
fish from the lake.

LCoH Tim Carpenter managed
to sort out all the bugs and
butterflies collected on top of the
two mountains as part of a survey
made at the request of the Kenyan
National Museums.

The final project was probably
the toughest, however, a 140-
kilometre trek across the Chalbi
Desert in five days. Twenty-two
camels carried the water and other
vital supplies but the men walked.

I thought it was never going to

end,” commented Lance Corporal
Nigel King, the expedition’s
wildlife expert, ‘‘buteven in some
of the most desolate, arid country
we saw some amazing sights: zebra,
gerenuk and even some fresh lion
tracks.”

The trek took the expedition
back towards the lake and they
glimpsed the cool, turquoise waters
for several tantalising hours before
reaching them.

Then they drove back to Nairobi
via Marsabit and Samburu game
parks, where they saw an immense
array of wildlife. The elephants in
particular left a big impression:
“‘awesome . .. absolutely mega”,
commented Trooper Chris Elliott.

/—;
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Textile, Leather & Clothing Specialists

A number of vacancies exist for QUALITY
ASSURANCE OFFICERS in the QUALITY
ASSURANCE DIRECTORATE (STORES &
CLOTHING) area of the Ministry of Defence,
located in various parts of the UK. Applicants should
state the post number and location preferred.

Post 1. Vacancies at Didcot, Oxon.

Duties: Responsible to a senior officer for the
supervision and quality control of contracts
associated with a wide range of textile and knitted
items.

Experience: Is required in one or more of the
following areas: Knitwear, Shirts, Light sewings and
embroidery and metal buttons and badges. The
ability to write concise technical reports is essential.
Post 2. Vacancies at Manchester & Didcot, Oxon.
Duties: Responsible to a senior officer for work on
purchasing documentation, product verification
and sample inspection.

Experience: A sound commercial background is
required in the manufacture and production of one
or more of the following: Heavy Textile Items
(eg Tents, Awnings, Covers, Holdalls and Valises),
Footwear, Gloves and other leather items. An ability
is required to interpret specifications and drawings,
also communicate well orally and in writing.

Post 3. Vacancies at Manchester & Glasgow.

Duties: Responsible to a senior officer for the
maintenance of quality on textiles associated with
uniforms and equipment for the three Services.
Experience: Applicants should have practical
knowledge of one or more of the following:
Woollen and Worsted ceremonial uniform cloths,
cotton and synthetic materials and coated fabrics
for foul weather and heavy duty use. It is essential
to have had practical experience in a textile
factory associated with fault identification in
finished clothes, also the ability to interpret
technical specifications and reports.

Post 4. Vacancies at Manchester.

Duties: As for POST 1 with additional supervisory
responsibilities.

Experience: As for POST 1 plus experience in
design layout, cutting and associated machines for
production.

Post 5. Vacancies at Manchester & Didcot, Oxon.

Duties: As for POST 3 with additional supervisory
responsibilities.

Post 6. Vacancies at Manchester & Didcot.
Duties: As for POST 2 with additional responsibilities
for assistance with firms assessment, vetting
technical specifications and supervision of staff.
Experience: As for POST 2 but with supervisory
experience.

Post 7. Vacancies at Didcot, Oxon.

Duties: Provide support to senior technical
officers responsible for quality assurance of a
wide range of service clothing for men and
women, including: Ceremonial Uniforms, Combat
and Foul Weather Clothing, Tropical Uniform,
Headdresses and accoutrements.

Experience: A broad experience of clothing
manufacture is required and any practical
expertise in the military uniform and/or
ceremonial clothing field would be an advantage.
Knowledge of contractor assessment and
associated Defence Standards would be an asset.
Qualifications: The following minimum entry
qualifications are required, BTEC/SCOTEC
Certificate, ONC, C&G (Technicians Certificate)
PT Il or equivalent gqualification in a relevant
discipline.

PLUS An aggregate of at least 4 years recognised
formal training (eg apprenticeship) which may
include up to 3 years full time study

PLUS At least one year post training experience in
the discipline

OR HNC, HTEC or equivalent qualification in a
relevant discipline with an aggregate of at least
4 vyears recognised formal training (eg
apprenticeship) which may include up to 3 years
full time study.

Salary: Starting salary will be on the Pay Scale of
£7,000-£9,310. The scale maximum will be
increased over 3 years to £10,500 in addition to
any general increases in Civil Service Pay scales.
Holidays: In addition to the usual 10% days public
and privilege holidays, the successful applicants
will be eligible for 4 weeks and 2 days annual leave
with pay rising to 5 weeks after 10 years service.
Some assistance with relocation expenses may be
available to candidates required to move home.
For application forms to be completed and
returned by 28th March 1986 please write quoting
Ref: 3 & 4/85 to Ministry of Defence, CM(S)3B2,
Room 620 Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London
WC1X 8RY or telephone 01-430-5596/7369.

N

Experience: As for POST 3 with additional minimum The Civil Service is an Equal Opportunities
\ of 4 years practical and supervisory experience. Employer. /
N\ Y,
\_ e
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Mark makes it a hat=trick

NOT ONLY was it the day a
Corps honoured a hero of the
First World War and his VC; it
was a day in which an Army
family saw the second part of
what was to become a family
hat-trick. A hat-trick of Army
service tradition.

For Captain David Bate, Royal
Corps of Transport, the second-
in-command of 61 Depot Squad-
ron, RCT, his wife, Joyce and son,

Darrin, were among nearly 200
onlookers as Driver Mark Bate,
17, not only marched proudly with
his 37 colleagues of the passing
out Herring VC Troop. He was
also there as intake 195’s Best
Recruit.

His dad, Captain Bate did
exactly the same thing 22 years
before! Except that in his day, he
was Champion Recruit.

The honour to the Corps was to

commemorate Second Lieutenant
Alfred Cecil Herring who won his
VC in France in 1918 with the
Army Service Corps, as it was then
known.

Among the guests of honour was
his son, retired stockbroker Mr
Anthony Herring (ex-RAF) and
his wife Marjorie.

During the parade the VC had
taken its own pride of place in a
display case alongside the dais

L W e '.,‘ - ‘”

Pérade of Herring ve Troop

i ,__ -

of the Army Service Corps.

and surrounded.

15th, 1919.”

VC awarded in POW camp

SECOND LIEUTENANT Alfred Cecil Herring was awarded
his VC on March 23, 1918, at Jussy, France, while amember

The citation reads: “For most conspicuous bravery,
initiative and devotion to duty when, after severe fighting,
the enemy gained a position on the south bank of the
canal. His post was cut off from the troops on both flanks

“Second Lieutenant Herring, however, immediately
counter-attacked and recaptured the position together
with 20 prisoners and six machine guns. During the night
the post was continually attacked but all attacks were
beaten off. This was largely due to the splendid heroism
displayed by Second Lieutenant Herring who continually
visited his men and cheered them up.

“It was entirely due to the bravery and initiative of this
officer that the enemy advance was held up for 11 hours at
an exceedingly critical period. His magnificent heroism,
coupled with the skilful handling of his troops, were most
important factors to success.

“He was taken prisoner and the day after his capture he
was presented to the Kaiser who shook hands and
congratulated him for putting up a very fine fight. Whilstin
Grandaux POW camp in West Prussia he was presented
with the VC Riband at a special parade attended by British
officers and their German officer guards. He was decorated
by King George V at Buckingham Palace on February

Temporary Second Lieutenant (later Major) Herring was
29 years old at the time of the action and was attached to
the 6th (S) Battalion, The Northamptonshire Regiment. He
died at Weybridge in August 1966.

- L

Capt David (top) and Driver Mark

where the Reviewing Officer was
Major General Derek Braggins,
the Director-General Transport
and Movements.

It was, indeed, something of a
special occasion for him, too. It
was his last major official function
before retirement after a 37-year
career in the army.

He reminded the youngsters in
front of him on the 40-minute
parade that he had once stood on
the same square as a National
Service private for the first time in
September 1949.

“Despite advances in modern
technology and the micro-chip
revolution soldiers are still the most
important asset that we have,” he
said. “The challenge to the modern
soldier is as important as ever it
was in the Royal Army Service
Corps. I congratulate you on your
spirit. I am sure you will always
remember this parade all your lives.
I hope it will lay a foundation for a
long, successful and happy career
in the Royal Corps of Transport.”

Meanwhile, the Bate family was
quietly elated in their front row
VIP seating. With Captain Bate
and his wife was 18-year old son,
Darrin who was due to sign on
with the Corps of Royal Military
Police ... just four days later!

Younger brother Mark, 17, was
to be the first success story. He
joined the Army and a 10-week
stint at Buller Barracks, Aldershot,
as part of the Government encour-
aged Youth Training Scheme.

He liked what he tried and saw,
became the best recruit from intake
Number 195 and is now under-
going his driver trade training
syllabus at Leconfield.

On the day of the parade of the
Herring VC Troop he was officially
attested into the Regular Army for
an initial three-year engagement.

On average, Buller Barracks
parade ground sees some 900
‘graduates’ passing out into the
RCT.

Before arriving at Buller, Driver
Bate had lived in Hong Kong
during one of his father’s tours —
with the Gurkha Transport Regi-
ment — where, like a lot of expatri-
ates, the teenager taught English
to Chinese children.

A eulogy of his achievements
while at Aldershot says: “Through-
out his basic training, Dvr Bate
showed a determination to succeed.
His drill, map reading and skill-
at-arms are all of a particularly
high standard. He worked well
within a section and was never slow
to encourage his fellow recruits,
particularly during the more ardu-
ous places of training. He thor-
oughly deserves this award and
shows considerable promise to a
bright future in the Corps.”
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LANGUAGE

Now there’s an even easier way to
learn a new language in just 24 hours
enjoyable home study

Yes, in less time than you ever thought possible, you can speak a
second language, and speak it with confidence. The key is PILL - a
major breakthrough in language learning, designed expressly for busy
people with no time to slog through textbooks or go to classes.

The P.I.L.L. Secret

Programmed Instruction Language Learning, proved by thousands
of users including schools, the armed forces and leading international
companies, breaks a language down into simple self-correcting steps.
You learn naturally and easily, and start speaking the language right
from the word Go. You set your own pace - 45 minutes a day, if possi-
ble. And because you see results quickly, you enjoy learning.

The best possible course...and now the best
possible way to study it!

Recent discoveries have added a new dimension to PILL's proven
success formula. Using personal headphones cuts out extraneous
noise, allowing you to concentrate fully. It's shown that students can
significantly raise learning speed and greatly improve long-term
retention and recall.

BREAKTHROUGH

THIS SANYO PERSONAL
STEREO COULD BE
YOURS FOR ONLY £9.50
when you order a P.I.LL.L. course.
Complete with fast forward and
rewind, it's the ideal way to learn
a language. Post today for details.
No obligation.

A

LEARNING

® 5 Full length cassettes
including one for pronunciation
and practice.

® Handy Vocab-Aide
with guide to the country.

® 5 Easy-to-

® Unique letter
follow books.

writing guide.

To enable you to take advantage of this discovery PILL is making
this Sanyo Personal Stereo available to you at a very special price.
Together PILL and a Personal Stereo bring you a totally portable, totally
private classroom in your pocket, with the extra freedom to study
anywhere and anytime...in crowded rooms, on trains and buses,
even at home when the family is watching TV!

The PILL Promise
Whatever type of tape player you use, after an average of 24 hours'
study, you'll be able to converse freely and confidently in the language
of your choice, with good vocabulary and authentic accent.

Is your child taking ‘O’ level French or German this year?
Send for details of P.R.O.D. practice and revision courses. Boosts
confidence, gives valuable practice, helps overcome '‘exam
nerves''. All that's needed is an hour a day for 2 weeks.

“Very good" Times Educational Supplement.

Published by World of Learning Ltd, Cater House, 2 Cater Road,
Bishopsworth, Bristol BS13 7TW.

POST TODAY FOR DETAILS OF 14-DAY NO-RISK TRIAL
Plus news of how to obtain your personal stereo
for only £9.50 :

To: P.I.L.L. FREEPOST, Bristol BS13 7BR.
Please send my Free Brochure, also details of my 14-day
| ne-risk trial. There is no obligation.
Piease send details of P.R.O.D. 'O’ level practice
| courses in French and German.

| IVIEVAESIIVIISS -+ vevveeeesseeseesees s eeesesesesseseeessseeseeesssmserenes s eses R

el Ao sl Posteddeldldi i iiuliniatiitui el I
ﬁ 9 To order a course for despatch today, phone
O / a h £ 0272 643442 quoting your credit card number. [ ]
M in == No-Risk Trial applies. All major credit cards
st welcomed.
Programmed Instruction Language Learning  spmA Member |
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NATIONAL SAVINGS-FOR A
WIDER INVESTMENT CHOICE

There are many National Savings
products to choose from, each one

answering a different need.
Which is the one for you?

FIXED INTEREST CERTIFICATES.
A lump-sum investment that gives a
guaranteed tax-free return over five years.
Buy them from your bank or post office.

INDEX-LINKED CERTIFICATES.
A tax-free investment with full protection
against inflation - plus Extra Interest. Buy
them from post ofPfices.

YEARLY PLAN. A scheme offering
regular savers a high rate of tax-free interest
guaranteed over five years. Application
forms at post offices.

INCOME BONDS. A regular monthly
income at a highly competitive rate. Interest
is paid gross without tax being deducted.
Application forms at post offices.

INVESTMENT ACCOUNT.
Competitive interest with no tax deducted
at source. Specially beneficial to non tax-
payers. From post offices.

DEPOSIT BONDS. A premium rate of
interest on a lump sum investment. Best for
longer term savings. Interest is paid gross
without tax being deducted at source. From
your post office.

ORDINARY ACCOUNT. Immediate
access to money at over 20,000 post offices.
Two levels of interest according to when and

how much you invest - with the first £70 of
interest tax-free.

PREMIUM BONDS. A chance to win
a fortune - over 155,000 prizes a month -
with no risk of losing your stake money.
Application forms at banks and post Oéces.

NATIONAL SAVINGS STOCK
REGISTER (NSSR). The easy way to buy
Government Stock (‘Gilts’). The interest is
paid gross without tax being deducted at
source. Details from post offices.

FIND OUT MORE. Leaflets on all these
schemes are available at post offices.
If you prefer to phone, ring 0272 290871 any
time or send the coupon to:
National Savings, FREEPOST
(BS 3333) Bristol BS14YP.

NATIONAL
SAVINGS

—— e ——— e . e e e e e e mema —

I—_Please send me details of (tick box)

SAVINGS CERTIFICATES

] INDEX-LINKED CERTIFICATES
[ ] YEARLY PLAN

[] INCOME BONDS

H INVESTMENT ACCOUNT

1

o]

[]

DEPOSIT BONDS
ORDINARY ACCOUNT
PREMIUM BONDS
STOCK REGISTER

MR/MRS/MISS.

(BLOCK CAPITALS)

ADDRESS

POSTCODE , TS
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IFTY thousand tonnes of granite boulders were moved
... 1,800 tonnes of concrete and 90 tonnes of steel were
laid...and two yearslater a bridge and a mile-long road
had appeared on a remote peninsula on Lantau Island,

the largest island in Hong Kong.

The 54-metre long bridge and the single track road were one
of the largest tasks undertaken by the Corps of Royal Engineers
for several years, and certainly the most ambitious project ever
taken on by the Queen’s Gurkha Engineers.

In an unusual opening ceremony
Major General Anthony Boam, the
Commander British Forces Hong
Kong, unveiled acommemorative
plaque before pressing a button to
‘blast off’ a ribbon to mark the
formal opening of the project —
then climbed aboard an engineer
tractor and drove it across the
bridge.

The civil engineer task to build
the bridge and road on Hong
Kong’s largest island was con-
ceived in 1983.

Subsequent discussions between
Hong Kong Government depart-
ments, civilian consultant engin-
eers and the Army resulted in a
civilian firm being engaged to
undertake the project design. From
this design 70 Support Squadron
QGE then produced the working
drawings and a method of tackling
the project.

To accommodate and administer
between 80 and 100 soldiers
engaged on the Lantau Project a
camp had to be built, and in
February 1984 a troop of 67 Field
Squadron QGE started to con-
struct a camp at Pui O — some
eight kilometres from the bridge
and road site.

It was necessary also to organise
a maintenance area for the heavy
plant and a storage site for the
construction materials. A suitable
site for these was found and set up
on a disused section of road about
a kilometre from the planned
location of the new bridge.

Adding to the difficulty of the
task was the fact that all heavy
plant, tools and the majority of the

materials required had to be moved
to the island by Ramped Powered
Lighters (RPLs) of 415 Maritime
Troop RCT and civilian barges.

In June 1984 with equipment,
material and the men in place, work
proper on the project started.

The greatest problem encoun-
tered at that stage was the digging
by 68 Field Squadron QGE of the
eight caissons — 1.4 metre
diameter shafts to support the main
foundations of the bridge.

These shafts were on average
over eight metres deep — not an
impressive statistic except that the
sappers excavating the huge shafts
had to do so mainly by hand and
through a mixture of boulders, silt
and rock, well below the water
table.

While water was being pumped
out, forced air ventilation had to
be continuously supplied to the
men working at the bottom of the
shaft. Electric light and power had
also to be put into the caissons.
Under such conditions the soldiers
were able to work for only 20
minutes at a time.

With the caissons completed the
H-shaped concrete ground beams
were next laid to connect them,
followed then by the construction
of four 6.5 metre high columns to
support the bridge.

Meanwhile 68 Squadron’s work
on the track was progressing
steadily and by March last year
when they handed back the project
to 67 Squadron one kilometre of
pilot track had been cut and two of
the six culverts completed.

Fage

A vast quantity of very large

granite boulders on the proposed
road route caused some concern
and resulted in much time and
effort being expended drilling and
blasting them to a size small enough

to be transported by truck to a
nearby disused quarry.

Their removal was necessary
because the area through which
the road runs is designated

parkland — legislation dictated that

upporting columns, 6.5 metres

high

Ne hidden charges,

TAX FREE FOF

INVICTA EXPORT is a part of the Ramsgate Division of
Invicta Motors Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East
Kent, established for 60 years. Nobody is better qualified
to give you help and guidance in choosing your new Ford —
specialising makes the difference.

‘S."ruated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 mins.
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Finance and insurance arranged on request.

*Written details available on request.
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boulders must be removed from
the sides of roads and tracks.

Frequent heavy rain storms
during last summer were a
frustrating delaying factor, turning
both the bridge area and the track
into muddy, slippery hazards,
almost totally unworkable.

Again 68 Squadron returned in
September to take over from 67
Squadron and complete the project.
70 Support Squadron had, in fact,
been employed on site since the
very beginning, providing design
expertise, workshops, transport,
plant and the detail resources,
managements so vital to the
successful completion of an
engineer task of such immensity.

By December, working dawn to
dusk each day, the bridge was
completed. On the road, all
boulders had been removed and
the sappers had produced a
finished basic road surface on
which civil contractors would later
lay the concrete road surface.

Project Engineer Captain Dave
Winship said the task had provided
invaluable experience that would
stand the Queen’s Gurkha Eng-
ineers in good stead for future
projects.

Fifty thousand tonnes of granite
boulders were moved

The bridge nears 6ompléfion, two
years on i
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MORE AWARDS. ..

As a writer specialising in medals
awarded to the British Army, I know
how easy it is to make a mistake. It is
therefore with no attitude of *“look what
a clever beggar I am”, that I write to
correct a statement made in SOLDIER
(Feb 10).

Serjeant Bill Gregg was NOT the
only British soldier to be awarded three
principal awards for gallantry in The
Great War. Others were: Private H
Tandey, VC DCM MM, 5th Bn West
Riding Regt, The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment; CSM ] H Williams, VC
DCM MM, 10th Bn, South Wales
Borderers; Lance Corporal W H
Colman, VC DCM and Bar MM and
Bar, 1/6 North Staffordshire Regt.

Two Canadians and two New
Zealanders also were awarded the
combination VC DCM MM: Lieut §
L Honey (posthumous VC) 78th Bn
Manitoba Regt; Pte C L ] Nunney,
38th Bn Eastern Ontario Regt; Sergeant
R S Judson, Ist Auckland Regt; NZ
Forces; Sergeant R C Travis (post-
humous) 2nd Otago Regt, NZ Forces.
All the VCs were awarded in France
in 1918. :

VCs awarded to officers with
decorations won serving in the ranks
were: Capt H W Murray, VC DSO
DCM 13th Bn Australian Imperial
Forces; Second Lieut A O Pollard, VC
DSO DCM Ist Bn Honourable
Artillery Company; Major | B Mc-
Cudden, VC DSO MC MM, Royal
Flying Corps.

I must also refer to Mail Drop —
‘Medals sold’. The Campaign Service
medal with clasp Lebanon is a
numismatic rarity, as so few were
awarded. The medal itself 1s, of course,
the same as that awarded for Northern
Ireland — a far more dangerous
posting. .

Anyone wishing todispose of a CSM
with clasp Lebanon would be well
advised to offer it for auction at
Sotheby’s or Christie’s — after he has
left the Service, it being an offence for
serving soldiers to sell their medals.
£900 is a price that I can confirm as
being asked for this medal.

Incidentally, if readers of SOLDIER
were to be awarded Long Service
medals, I would be applying for my
fourth or fifth bar. I first read the
magazine 40 years ago, when I went to
1 Leicesters in BAOR, in February
1946.

That was after nearly six years’
service in UK, India and Burma. At
64, I am perhaps not your oldest reader,
but there can be few who have read

SOLDIER without interruption for

40 years. — Anthony Sudlow (Major

Rev’d), 10 Westway, Nettleham,

Lincoln LN2 2SD.
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Sjt Gregg of the Rifle Brigade was not
as you stated (SOLDIER Feb 10) “the
only British soldier to be awarded three
principal awards for gallantry in the
First World War”. Pte H Tandey of
the West Riding Regt received exactly
the same combination.

Quite a number of British soldiers

received a greater number of gallantry

awards. One such, ] F Plunkett of the
Royal Dublin Fusiliers, received a
DCM, was commissioned, and then
went on to win a VC, DSO and two
bars, and an MC.

Capt ] Forbes-Robertson of the
Border Regt received the VC, DSO
and bar, and MC, and Major Lord
Gort besides his VC received a DSO
with two bars and an MC, besides being
MID several times.

A famous soldier in Sjt Gregg’s own
regiment, the Rifle Brigade, was
awarded a VC, DSO and MC, and the
French Legion d’Honneur, before
being killed. He was Major ‘Billy’
Congreve, whose decorations sold in
June 1983 for £26,000. At the time he
was the first British soldier to win this
triple combination — and this before
the war was half over.

Captain  Noel Chavasse of the

. RAMC won the VC and bar besides

his MC for quite exceptional gallanry,
Triple and even quadruple gallantry
combinations were not uncommon in
the First World War, not surprising
when one considers the often relentless
nature of the fighting, particularly on
the Western Front.

As one of the VC Committee

remarked in 1918: “People are getting
the MM now for what would have
won the VC in the South African War’’.
— C G B Hurst, 25 Church St,
Woodbridge, Suffolk.
Several more readers have written in
similar vein, putting forward the names
of soldiers who have been awarded all
three medals. — Ed.

PRIVATE ARMY?

1 have an album containing photo-
graphs of the life of a family in India
from 1880-1910. There are many
photos of the Calcutta Mounted Rifles,

all dressed in smart uniforms and

equipment with splendid horses.

I was in India from 1929-1936 with
‘the Devonshire Regiment serving in
Quetta, Razmak, Karachi, Calcuttaetc
but never met this regiment. [ wonder
if any of your readers know if the
Calcutta Mounted Rifles were ‘real’
soldiers ora privatearmy? — MrAW
] Watson, 8 Summerfields Avenue,
Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 3BP.

TA SPORT INTEREST

On behalf of many de_dicatea and hard
working Sports Secretaries I must

comment on the statement of Staff

Sergeant Shirley (SOLDIER Jan 2))
about TA Judo that there is “‘a total
lack of interest in the Territorial Army
by the various Army Sports Associ-
ations”’. .
Nothing could be further from the
truth. The fact that in the last two
months the appointments of both
secretary and treasurer of The Terri-
torial Army Sport Board have passed

to me from retired officers in Eastern
District, and that the Chief of Staff at
HQ UKLF is now chairman of the
Sport Board mustin itself indicate the
importance which the Regular Army
places on TA physical and recreational
training.

Much has happened in the past few
years in the TA sporting world. Readers
may be sure that, although there will
always be problems with sports which
are not recognised by TA Regulations,
many sports flourish within the TA
and a good deal of money and hard
work is spent making sure they do. —
Lt Col A ] Payne (RA), Secretary
Territorial Army Sport Board, HQ
UKLF. 0

ELEPHANTS

The Duke of Wellington’s Regt, The
Queens Own Highlanders, The High-
land Fusiliers and the 15th/19th
Hussars are not the only regiments to
have elephants.

My old regiment, 37th SAGW Regt
Royal Artillery’s 10 (Assaye) Bty also
had a white elephant awarded to it
after the Battle of Assaye in India. In
my National Service days 10 Assaye
Bty was nicknamed ‘The White
Elephant Bty’. The elephant was
stencilled on all the Bty's vehicles,
missiles and our steel helmets while
stationed in Piddlehinton, Dorset.

- I still have the white elephant
stencilled on an old suitcase I used
during my National Service days and
on a few old photos I have kept over
the years.

10 Assaye Bty stationed in Hohne,
West Germany, still have the white
elephant stencilled on their vehicles. I
believe they have now reverted back to
a Heavy Defence Regiment with guns

~ instead of missiles.

Perhaps SOLDIER readers might
like to know how those regiments were
awarded the title Assaye: I think it
would make interesting reading. — Mr
K Preston, 24 Heather Grove,
Hartlepool, Cleveland TS24 8QX.

TRAVELS

I have often heard it suggested that the
British soldier no longer travels abroad
to the extent that he used to do.

The following travels of two officers,
my sons, may therefore be of some
interest:

Colonel John: Singapore, Hong
Kong, Muscat and Oman, Australia,
Germany (twice), Belgium, Argentina,
USA (California), N Ireland, Nigeria.

Lt Col Peter: Hong Kong, Cyprus, -

Gibraltar, Germany (three times),
Canada, Belize, Falklands, USA

(Texas), N Ireland (three times). — G
H Cook, 2 Old School Court,

Folkestone, Kent CT20 2UA.

KOREA MEMORIAL

SOLDIER (January 27) has an

interesting article on a soldier killed in

the Korean War and I was pleased to
learn that his name has been engraved
on his home town’s war memorial.
Many local authorities throughout
the country have constantly refused to

allow the names of Servicemen and

Servicewomen killed in the service of
their country in the wars and campaigns

since 1945 ro be added to their town’s
war memorial.

The usual reason given is that the
memorial was raised to commemorate
the names of the dead of the two world
wars.

This excuse does not carry much
weight as originally the memorials were
erected to honour the dead of 1914-18.
Later, the dead of 1939-45 were
included, so what difference does this
make if the names of those killed in the
other conflicts from Palestine to the
Falklands and Northern Ireland are
added.

So, full marks to WO2 Fenton
RAPC, the 6th (Volunteer) Bn The
Royal Regiment of Fusilliers, and the
local authority for Alnwick.

One point however. Fusilier
Brotherton must have served with the
Ist Bn The Royal Northumberland
Fusiliers and not as stated the 1st Bn
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, — P G
Smith, 4 Hillside Close, Brereton,
Rugeley, Staffs WS15 1JF.

The annual reunion of the Middlesex
Regiment (DCO) will take place at the
Victory Services Club, 63-79 Seymour
Street, London W2 on May 10. Details
from Major A E F Waldron, Lynsore
Bungalow, Upper Hardres, Canter-
bury, Kent CT4 6EE.

2nd RHA/2nd Field Regiment RA 5th
annual reunion will be held at the
Garrison WOs’ and Sergeants’ Mess,
Le-Cateau Barracks, Colchester, Essex,
on May 3. All ex-members and attached
personnel regardless of rank are
welcome. Sae to Mr | ] White (Renuion
Secretary) 24 Elmstead Road, Col-
chester, Essex, CO4 311. Tel 0206-
864333 or 0206-68306 in office hours.
3rd Regiment RHA Old Comrades
reunion will take place at Barker
Barracks Paderborn April 18-20. All
old comrades welcome, particularly
WW2 veterans. Contract Secretary
Captain M A F Vincent RHA, 3RHA,
BFPO 16, tel: 010-49-5254-824739.
Royal Pioneers annual old comrades’
reunion, June 7. Details from General
Secretary, RPC Association, 51 St
George’s Drive, Westminster, London
SW1V 4DE.

The annual reunion dinner/dance
of the York and Lancaster Regimental
Association will be at University House,
Sheffield, April 19. Details from
Regimental Secretary, Endcliffe Hall,
Endcliffe Vale Road, Sheffield S10
3ELL

CALL SIGNS

Sarah Greenwood of 6 Holmefield
Close, Thornton Cleveleys, Lancs, FY5
2QL, is anxious for information about
Sgt W Tomlinson, Gunner C Ranson
or any other comrades of her great
uncle, Gunner Raymond Edward
Adams, who was with the 72nd Med
Regt in Holland from January 1943
until his death 19 months later.

Miss Jean Wright of 7 Gilling Crescent,
Lascelles Park, Darlington DL14TH,l
wishes to contact Mr John Mercer,
and his wife, daughter And and son
Michael. Mr Mercer was a Captain in
1961 when the family was at Catterick
Camp.




HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

THIS time it could be your turn
to win SOLDIER’S £50 prize
— if you are observant.

The pictures below differ in ten
details. Find them and you could
be £50 the richer. Just circle the
differences in the right hand
picture and send it to SOLDIER.
Photocopies are acceptable.

The competition is open to all
readers at home and overseas and
the closing date is April 12. The
name of the winner of the £50
prize will be announced in our May
5 issue.

More than one entry can be
submitted but each must be
accompanied by a ‘Competition

383’ label (not a photocopy).
In the case of a tie, the winner
lots.

will be drawn by

correspondence can be entered

into.

Send your entry with the
‘Competition 383’ label to: Prize
Competition, SOLDIER, Ord-
nance Road, Aldershot, Hants.

COMPETITION
383

No

Electric door mirrors

-

Electric front windows
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Radio stereo cassette

Alloy wheels

Central door locking

Split/folding rear seat

Tinted glass

6 year anti-corrosion guarantee
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The Mitsubishi Lancer with a 6 year anti-corrosion guarantee.
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: To: The Colt Car Company, Export Dept., Watermoor, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1LE Tel: (0285) 53777

¢ Please rush me details of the Mitsubishi range of tax free cars

: SM/24/3/86

¢ Name

i B Sl e

: Rank
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| it ~ MITSUBISHI
Address

g o ~ MOTORS
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it ; o . s Leading the way
Tel. No. parture date nc

o e bl i e in cartechnology.

’

Most people call them extras.We call them standards.
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The Mitsubishi Lancer 1500
GLX doesn't have added extras.

[nstead, it has built-instandards.

[ts designed from the very
beginning to include the kind of
luxuries which on other cars are
only added-on later.

So, for the price, its one of the
best-equipped cars on the road.

And its built to the highest
standards too.

With the kind of care and
advanced technology which make
it one of the most reliable cars on
the road.

As a serviceman, you'll make
considerable savings when you buy
your car.

You won't be liable for tax
or VAT.

And we also offer immediate
delivery, no deposit finance, and
part exchange.

To find out more about the
Lancer Estate and the full
Mitsubishi range, simply fill in the
coupon,
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For Sale

Daily Mail set 176 postcards, first
world war, in original album £25.
Thirty Canadian VCs, pub 1918, £6.
Williams, Berllan Eirian, Eglwysbach,
Colwyn Bay. Tel 0492 67429.
Military history, regimental histories,
campaigns etc, many books available,
send first class stamp for list. M G
Pearson, Book Sales (S2), 13 Aintree
Crescent, Barkingside, Essex, 1G6
2HD.

For Army/Naval/Air Force pipe
bands, bagpipes, chanters, drums, flags,
banners, badges, lanyards, aiguillettes,
cords etc, etc. M H Geoffrey & Co, PO
Box 27, Railway Road, Sialkot,
Pakistan.

Regimental ties, blazer badges,
cufflinks, buttons and medals, cap
badges etc. SAE or IRC for FREE
price list from: Cairncross & Son (Dept
S), 31 Belle Vue St, Filey, North
Yorkshire, YO14 9HU. Tel: Scar-
borough 513287.

Gortex, entrant, cordura, polarfabric
thinsulate, mosquitonet, DPM proofed
nylon and other waterproof and thermal
materials. Wide range zips, thread,
buckles, webbing etc, pattern book.
SAE for samples. Pointnorth (S), 58
High St, Cemaes Bay, Gwynedd. Tel:
0407 711030.

Large selection Foreign Legion, US
and British insignia: knives, berets etc.
Best prices. SAE lists. Batchelor, 1
Hayes Bridge Cottages, Whitewood
Lane, Godstone, Surrey.

1977 Silver Jubilee medal now avail-
able. A superb full-size museum quality
replica, complete with ribbon £18.75
including VAT and postage. Stephen
Kellaway, 30 Coventry Road, Burbage,
Leicestershire LE10 2HP telephone
0455 39262.

Wisewear heavyweight waxed cotton
jackets DPM £39.99, or olive green
£34.99 (XL Sizes add £3). C & D
King Ltd, 27 Meadowbrook Road,
Dorking Surrey. Telephone Dorking
883780 for Barclaycard, Access, COD
Orders or catalogue. Quantity Dis-
counts available.

Beersteins 0.5 litre with crest of unit
made to order at DMI10.50 each.
Minimum order 60 pieces, including
all costs. Ask for free sample. Andresen,
D-6251 Runkel, Germany. Telephone
06482 2344.

Regimental uniform, postcards ex-
clusive series on The Royal Scots. Set
of ten for £1.50 including postage.
Apply RS Regimental Shop Ltd, The
Castle, Edinburgh EH1 2YT. i
Postcards, our own exclusive series,
British Forces modern full dress. Latest
issues, Kings Troop RHA and City of
London Yeomanry (Rough Riders)
£2.50 per set, P&P (UK) included.
Send SAE for list of previous sets.
British Model Soldier Society, 21
Spring Rise, Galleywood, Essex, CM2
8SH.

Genuine militaria. January list now
ready of badges, medals, ribbons,
books, special forces, miniature medals
and mess dress badges. Money back
guarantee. Send sae stating interests.
Sunset Militaria, Dinedor Cross,
Herefordshire, HR2 6PF.

Medals full size. We can supply
hundreds of full size medals from
1800-date including WWII Stars,
Defence and War Medals, GSMs,
LSGCs, TEs, UNs etc. Regret no lists,
please write stating interests. Our
service also includes, full mounting
service, ribbon bars etc. B & A A
Mirtchell, Unit 127, Market Hall,
Oldham, Lancs.

Fox armoured cars. 1/76 scale,
assembled, painted, post paid. £2.65
each by mail order. Inkpen art pro-
ductions (SM), 12 Westdene Crescent,
Caversham, Reading RG4 7HD.
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SAS T-shirts and sweatshirts. Top
quality with embroidered badge. These
are the official shirts as sold by the
Association. T-shirt £7.50, Sweatshirt
£12.95. Access accepted. ABI, 10
Chatham St, Ramsgate, Kent. 0843
602987.

Miniature medals supplied, mounted
for wear, write or phone for quotation.
Full size medals, decorations bought
and sold. Send 50p for large catalogue.
Wire blazer badges supplied, over 100
in stock. Raymond Holdich, 16 Tudor
Way, Hawkwell, Hockley, Essex 0702
201415.

01d issue “Huzif”, (needles, thread
etc), only £1.50, camo bush hat £4.50
postpaid. 82 Southgate, Gloucester.
Frame your own medals. 7" x 7 white
gloss wood frame. Perspex-type glazing.
Takes up to six separate medals.
Removable back £6.25. CWO includes
P & P (UK & BFPO). Send SAE for
leaflet. Arthur Rich, 8 High St,
Emberton, Olney, Bucks, MK46 5DH.
Tel: 0234 71 2568.

Military Advertiser magazine for the
militaria collector and enthusiast out
now. Only £2.00 plus 13p stamp for
next 6 issues. Reviews, news and views,
items for sale and wanted etc. Military
Advertiser, PO Box 28, Weymouth,
Dorset, DT4 8XY.

Volunteer Regiments of London. A
splendid new set of six coloured
postcards from paintings by Bryan
Fosten illustrating pre-1914 full dress
uniforms of London Regiments. £1.95
per set (including postage) from: The
Pompadour Gallery, Fairview Parade,
Mawney Road, Romford, Essex, RM7
7HH.

Head-dress badges of the British
Army for sale. The John French
Militaria 32 page catalogue contains
referenced details of head-dress badges
from helmet plates to staybrites.
Sections include Cavalry, Regular and
Territorial Infantry, Yeomanry, Volun-
teers, Militia, Arms and Corps. It is
published every two months and costs
£1.00 for latest edition and £3.00 for
six editions. Post free worldwide. John
French Militaria, 27A East Street,
Faversham, Kent, ME13 8AS.
Genuine metal cloth Army badges,
sale swop for collar badges, s/titles,
div signs, lapel. Send 2 x 12p stamps,
IRC lists, Kelk, Sweecugate Cotts,

Broadoak, Canterbury, Kent,
CT20RA.
Regimental uniform postcards,

superbly painted in full colour. ‘The
Scottish Regiments’ set now available.
Nine postcards in souvenir envelope.
Send £2.65 for complete set or SAE
for sample postcard. Geoff White Ltd,
11 Embercourt Drive, Backwell,
Bristol, BS19 3HU.

Genuine Army cap badges regular,
TA volunteer units, sae for list.
Bruntlett, 68 Pinfold Lane, Methley,
Leeds West Yorks. Castleford 515811.

Miniature medals. Superb quality at
competitive prices eg MC/DCM/
DSM/MM [£7, Northern Ireland
CSM £4.50, LSGC £4.35, Cadet Force
£5, UN, Cyprus £4, plus postage. UK
add 15 per cent VAT. Compare our
delivered price, SAE for full list.
B & A A Mitchell, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

DIY Waterproof Materials. Ventile,
proofed DPM twill and nylon, moquito
net, cordura, polar fabric, buckles,
webbing, zils, thread, shockcord,
pattern book and much more. Sae for
samples, Pointnorth (8), 58 High
Street, Cemaes Bay, Anglesey. Tel:
(0407) 711030.

French Foreign Legion and Spanish
Foreign Legion, complete range of
insignias and uniforms available. Sae
for lists Andre, 10 Cordery Road, St
Thomas, Exeter EX2 9DH.

1958 Pattern Webbing. Grade One
Belts £3.95, Yokes f4.75. Ammo
pouches £3.50, Kidney pouches £5.99,
Waterbottle covers £2.95 and Large
Packs £6.50. Full 8 piece sets £28.95.
Grade Two (Tatty) Belts £1.99, Yokes
£2.25, Ammo pouches £1.50. Kidney
pouches £3.25, Waterbottle covers
£1.95 and Large Packs £3.95. 7 piece
sets £14.99. Post £1.50. Mail order
only. Send stamp for large Surplus
Catalogue. Dept S, Joe’s Surplus,
Ashgrove Farm, Ardley, Bicester, Oxon
0X6 9P].

DPM Camouflage waterproof suits
with hood £28 complete, camouflage
“T’ shirts £5, hallmarked silver para
cap badge £19, brass SAS wings £4.75,
F16 Falcon drag chutes £25, com-
mando knife £15, USAF MAI rever-
sible flight jackets, black or olive £35,
flying suits RAF/USAF £35, US Army
tanker jackets with insignia £35. P&P
£1 except badges, P ] Nash, Wesley
House, Leigh, Sherborne, Dorset.
Military sweetheart brooches. Various
regimental, naval and RAF types
available. From Victorian onwards.
Gold, silver brass and enamel etc. Please
send large sae for photocopies of
particular units or types required. S J
Bosley Antiques, 55a High Street,
Marlow, Bucks.

Protect your expensive watches on
exercise or work DPM pattern watch-
straps with a unique fastening device
and flip over top suitable for all watches
with securing pins. Money back
guarantee, if not satisfied. Price £3.50
each P&P included, large orders from
PRIs welcome. Available only from:
Dolores Hayes, 72 St Lucia Park,
Bordon, Hants, GU35 0LD.

DPM Nylon. All manner of products:
Bashas Groundsheet, Jacket, Gaiters,
O/Mittens etc. Plus Bunjies (Cam),
Knives, Compasses, Face veils etc etc.
For details send an A5 sized stamped
self addressed envelope to PO Box 13,
Rossendale, Lancs BB4 8SU.

US camouflage face paint, two colour
stick, 1986 patt trade or bulk enquiries.
Phone now 051-236 6753, Callan
Military, 51 Whitechaple, Liverpool
1

French Foreign Legion Militaria,
T-shirts, uniforms, berets, large selec-
tion of Legion, Para, Marines regi-
mental company and overseas inter-
vention badges (Tchad, Lebanon) £2
for list and pictures. Sidoni, 89
Gloucester Street, London SW1.

Breaking collection CEF and
Canadian Militia cap and collar badges.
Sae secures list of hundreds. Also
revised book ““Canadian Badges 1920-
50 by Mazeas £15.95 plus 90p postage.
King, 3 South Street, Farnham, Surrey.
SAS. Now available SAS T-shirts, S,
Mand L £7.50, XL £7.95. Sweatshirts
S,Mand L £12.95, XL £13.45. Top
quality Sports Shirts, any size £11.95,
100 per cent lambswool sweaters, any
size, £17.95. All prices include p&p in
UK. These garments are all dark blue

and are embroidered with SAS motif,*

as sold by the association. These are
top quality garments and all orders
carry money back satisfaction guaran-
tee. Send cash, cheque, postal order or
Access number to: ABI, 10 Chatham
Street, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: (0843)
67816 (24 hours).

French Foreign Legion Militaria T-
shirts (velvet relief) insignia uniforms
French Foreign Legion, para, marines,
regimental company and overseas
operation (Tchad, Lebanon) metal
badges. Send £2 for list and picture.
Sidoni, 89 Gloucester Street, London
SW1V 4EB.

British DPM snipers smock, padded
shoulders/forearms, rifle sling hooks
on shoulder loops for scrim as new,
£35! Phone Tony on Cumbernauld
(02367) 39694 after 6 pm.

War books. £1.10: collector disposing.
SAE for list. Griff Jones, 58 Appin
Road, Glasgow, G31 3PE.

Wanted

Sam Browne brace and frog required
in best possible condition. State price
required in reply. Written offers only
please. Andrew Taylor Knight, Pay
Office, 1 RHF, BFPOQ 45,

Books bought. Military, naval, avia-
tion. Books always wanted for cash.
Keegans Bookshop, Harris Arcade,
Friar Street, Reading, Tel: (0734)
587253,

US Naval reservist wishes to trade,
buy British, Commonwealth, NATO
badges, crests, patches, caps etc. Have
much USMC, USN, USCG material.
PO2 Tom Moloney, 68-29 Kessel
Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375, USA.
Falklands War souvenirs. Any combat
equipment, clothing, boots, photos etc.
British and Argentinian. Phone Ports-
mouth (0705) 69494 1. Extension 5404,
RUSSIAN and Eastern Block
camouflage, equipment, badges and
uniforms. Ex-Rhodesian camouflage
and equipment. Foreign camouflage
and web gear, especially from unusual
or elite units, Special Air-Sea Services,
St George’s Works, St George’s Quay,
Lancaster, Lancs. Telephone (0524)
64202.

Postcards, post-war military uniform
postcards by Valentines of Dundee.
Kane, 12A Hilary Road, Douglas Isle
of Man.

RAMC Female Officer Service hat
required. Good condition. Tel: 061434
9182 after 6 pm.

Ex-43rd RECCE seeks “Toller Re-
ports’ by Jeremy Taylor published circa
1947, also copies Reconnaissance Corps
OCA quarterly journal, Charlish, 132
Park Lane, Carshalton SM5 3DT.
Trooping the Colour programmes
1953/83 and new colours presentation
programmes to Guards Regiments
1963/81. Also photographic postcards
of Guards, H/H Cavalry. Marjorie
Galloway, 29 North-Crofts, Sydenham
Hill, Forest Hill, London SE23.

General

Ever wanted a Title? Become a Scottish
Highland Laird for only £10.00.
Souvenir Land Plots now available in
Historic Highland county of Caithness.
Handsome Land Title-Deed bestowing
the Title ‘Laird’ on owner. A unique
gift. Full details from: S A Survival
(Land), Brothock Bridge, Arbroath,
Angus, Scotland.

Services

Travel Agent. Travel with us from
anywhere to anywhere. Cheapest flights
worldwide (including Cyprus and Hong
Kong). Low prices on all military
destinations. Soldier Travel, 235 Fleet
Road, Fleet, Hants, 02514 24941; 46
Park St, Camberley, Surrey, 0276
681581,

Now is always the best time to buy
your home. Our unique service will
ensure you have the security of a home
to go to whenever you leave the army.
Write now to: Exter Property Invest-
ments, Freepost, Exeter, EX1 1AZ.
CPC Resettlement courses. £116 or
Home Study £49.50. Free Forces
Bursaries available. SAE details:
Friendberry Ltd, Stogumber, Taunton,
Somerset, TA4 3TP. Tel: (09846) 310
any time.

Job Hunting? You never get a second
chance to make a first impression! So
let experts specialising in CVs for
service personnel, professionally pre-
pare your CV to secure that vital
interview. For FREE details of our
confidential and friendly service con-
tact: Impact! 31 Fernham Road,
Faringdon, Oxfordshire SN7 7LB. Tel
0367 20107.
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Money for many purposes. Mortgages,
personal and business loans. Confi-
dential, independent, fast service.
Admiral Finance, Ref SDR, 1 Baldry
Close, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3RF.
CV Service. Catch the eye of
prospective employers with a profes-
sionally produced CV. For details of
our strictly confidential service contact:
0438 726687 anytime. Lyntone Enter-
prise, 143 Broad Oak Way, Stevenage,
Herts, SG2 8RD.

DUSSTAMP for eight years the only
stamp club for servicemen worldwide.
Monthly postal auctions and news-
letters. Essential for GB collectors.
Jim Morris, 56 Moss Lane Sale,
Cheshire M33 5AR Tel 061 973 3458.
Military CV Services are the only
curriculum vitae organisation which
exclusively prepares CVs for Service
people. 25 years commissioned experi-
ence, plus 8 years in personnel
management with two major inter-
national companies has provided the
ability to fully understand a military
career and to translate it into terms the
employer can recognise and value. No
other CV consortium can claim such
expertise. For details write without
obligation to: Major John Cooper
(Retd), Military CV Services, 12 Water
St, Stamford, Lincs, PE9 2NJ.
Personal horoscopes, character and
insight into the future for only £1.
Please send date and time of birth and
large SAE to: Mrs A Goodwitch, 7
Coronation St, Crookhill, Ryton-on-
Tyne, NE40 3EW.

‘HARCO? Officers shoe, finest leather
upper, steel toecap, lightweight
moulded polyurethane sole, water and
oil resistant, £28.25 incl P&P. Harco
Ltd, Aston Subedge, Chipping, Camp-
den, Glos, GL55 6QA. Tel: 0386
840776.

Custom handmade knives, dirks, Sgian
Dubhs, Bowies, survival, hunting. Send
£1.00 for brochure and knife list. Peter
Henry & Son, 332 Nine Mile Ride,
Workingham, Berks.

A full range of financial services for
members of HMF available from
Barrington Associates. Ring (0292)
262230 or write to PO Box 37, Ayr, for
details, K ] Webb, 156 Caledonia Road,
Ayr KA7 3HR.

Nostalgia Records. Looking for that
hard to find record or maybe trying to
obtain a top hit not available overseas.
Let Nostalgia Records get it for you.
For UK and overseas less BAOR
contact 3 Vale Close, Colchester, Essex.
For BAOR tel Dortmund 0231 216369.
Please enclose sae.

Film to tape. Super 8 Std 8 Film. 135,
110, 126 negatives. Prints and slides
transferred to VHS/BETA video tape.
P Harding, 11 Hare Crescent, Leavers-
den, WD2 7EE. 0923 673775.

Draw tickets. 2000 £22.50p and £5.35p
per 1000 after that. ‘At Home’ cards
raised ink with envelope, 100 £18.20,
250 £25.20. Cwo 7 day dispatch. Servis
Print, Freepost, Basingstoke, Hants
RG24 OBR,

Cars/Caravans

Nomad Luxus 750kg 1982 winterised
4-berth awning German specification,
excellent condition, many extras. £2300
ono. SSGT Johnson, 20 Sqn RCT,
RPK Bks, Albany St, London, NW1
4AL. 01-387 3471.

Escort RS 1600i, Silver, excellent
condition. Y reg, 72,000kms, LHD,
driving lamps, fogs front/rear, electric
windows/aerial, central locking, tilt-
ing/sliding sunroof, radio cassette.
Captain Silverlock, 0652 648879.
Nomal Luxus 1981. 395T winterised
German specification, Fully equipped.
All weather awning. Many extras.
£2,000. Glasgow 041-638-9666, Major
Standbridge.

Holidays

Survival techniques course run by
ex-Forces survival instructors. Six days
outdoor practical training can teach
you to survive without food, water,
shelter or help. One day this course
could save your life. Details from:
The Survivor, 1 Rushton Avenue,
Sunderland, SR2 7TA. 0783 657959.
Plymouth. Comfortable guest home
close to Hoe and all amenities. H & C.
Families welcome. Open all year.
Deva House, 16 Radford Road, West
Hoe, Plymouth, PL1 3BY. Tel: 0752-
662999,

Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore, a 21
day, friendly escorted ten person
adventure, visiting River Kwai,
Bangkok, Penang, East Coast, National
Park and Singapore. Details Lapworth,
109 Reedley Road, Bristol, BS9 1BE.
St Tropez. 4/6 berth chalet, own
shower/parking, shop, restaurant,
swimming pool, wooded site, excellent
rates. | E Britton, 162 Formans Road,
Sparkhill, Birmingham B11 3BL.

St Ives, Cornwall the “Toby Jug Guest
House. Olde world guest house run by
qualified chef and wife. Sea views, All
amenities, 2 mins town and beaches
(B&B EM opt) from £7 per day. For
personal service and friendly atmo-
sphere phone Bill and Margaret on
0736/794250.

AGAY, French Riviera. Private mains
connected Mobile Homes on 4-star site
in beautiful Esterel, heated pools,
restaurant, shop, tennis, riding, golf, 5
minutes drive from Agay Bay. From
£76 weekly. Full details, brochure Mrs
Wilks, 45 Ridgefield Gardens, High-
cliffe-on-Sea, Dorset. Tel (04252)
77220.

BOURNEMOUTH. Recently con-
verted s/c holiday flat, close sea, shops,
colour TV, parking. Mrs Cross, 165
Wilton Road, Salisbury, Wilts, Tel:
0722 28193.

St Tropez. 5-berth family caravan for
hire from £50 per week (low season)
4-star beach, site all amenities. Mrs
Hardaker, 24 Hamilton Gardens,
Lisburn, Co Antrim, N Ireland, Tel
(STD 08462) 70831.

Self catering, well equipped chalet
sleeps two. Private and peaceful. Four
miles Sidmouth, Devon. Bookings
taken March to October. Mrs Shelagh
Nash, Orchard Close, Higher Coombe,
Tipton St John, Sidmouth, Devon
EX10 0AX. 040-481-2360.

St Tropez. 5 berth modern caravan
with large awning, fabulous wooded
site, own parking, shop, restaurant and
swimming pool, 10 minutes from St
Tropez, guaranteed sunshine. ] E
Britton, 162 Formans Road, Sparkhill,
Birmingham B11 3BL.

Scotland, North Berwick, 4-6 Berth
caravan, clean, comfortable with
awning, shower facilities. One mile to
beach. Further information SSgt
Howarth, 11 St Anns Path, Polton,
Lasswade.

French Riviera, fully furnished mobile
home to let, 3 miles from long sandy
beaches, two bedrooms, full cooker,
fridge, shower, all mains services,
awning, patio, outside furniture. Lt
Col Parsons, Newnham College,
Cambridge (0223) 62273.

South of France. Holiday, green 6
berth luxury mobile homes. From £90
per week. Phone for brochure Sheffield
0742-312038.

House Letting

York, property management for service
personnel by people with personal
experience. For details contact the
Susan Cody Agency, 1 Sycamore Close,
Haxby, York YO3 82X. Tel: 0904
762504.

Houselets offer a complete letting,.

management and investment advice
service for residential property through-
out Devon. Write for details to: House-
lets, 40 Newcourt Road, Topsham,
Exeter EX3 0BT. Tel: (0392) 875720.

The Servicemen’s Letting and Care-
taking Agency provides a property
management service which is second
to none. Designed by servicemen
specifically for house-owning service-
men in the Surrey/Wiltshire/Hamp-
shire areas. For brochure write or
phone: SLCA Wild Pines, Tekels Way,
Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 21847,
Also 7 Dando Drive, Marlborough,
Wilts. Tel: Marlborough 54380.
Dorset, including Bournemouth,
Poole, New Forest, areas. Long
established bonded specialist letting
agents taking care of your home.
Brochure from: Michael Scott, 745
Christchurch Road, Bournemouth.
Phone (0202) 37321.

Situations Vacant
Derby Co FC. Calling all Derby Co
supporters. Help the Rams by becom-
ing a Rams lottery postal agent within
your unit. For further information write
now enclosing your name and address
to ¢/o W Burton, Derby Co Promo-
tions, The Baseball Ground, Derby
DE3 8NB.

House for Sale

Posted to Catterick? 3 bedroom,
semi-detached house, 23 Archdeacon
Crescent, Darlington, Large workshop
to rear front and rear gardens, off street
parking good decorative order, beds,
carpets, cooker, fridge, curtains and
other furniture included. Contact Peter
Frietag Associates, 29A Duke St,
Darlington, Phone Darlington 464068.

When you
contact an
advertiser, tell
him you saw
his ad in

SOLDIER

DISPLAY advertising rates are avail-
able on request. SOLDIER reserves
the right to decline or cancel any
advertisement without explanation,
accepts no responsibility for printing
errors, and accepts no liability or
responsibility for the contents of
advertisements.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

HEADING ......o 0L, AR I RN L P S A B B W R S b Xeighns saptosebnTe et onay S L £ R s las
1 2 3 g 5

6 7 8 ) 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25

If you need more space, please use sheet of plain paper and attach firmly to this form

USSR —— Lo 12 {0 1 1.0 BT <]
VAT AT 15%
TOTAL COST PER INSERTION
X NUMBER OF INSERTIONS

£

£3%
A
£ rereesnennnss (012N COSE)

COST: 5p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £1. VAT AT 15% MUST BE ADDED.
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE.

Send to: CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER,
ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT,
HANTS, GU11 2DU

CHEQUE/PO No

......................................................

(Made payable to Command Cashier UKLF)

11
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Give yourself the advantage
of a professionally written CV

Guide.

PMS, 2 New Road, Little Kings-
hill, Gt Missenden, Bucks HP16
0EZ Tel: 02406 3367

CURRICULUM VITAE |

and receive our Job Hunters |

T SHIRTS AND
SWEATSHIRTS

Screen printed to your
own design (min order 15)
Write or telephone
FJDESIGN & PROMOTIONS
63 Severn Drive, Upminster,
Essex. Tel: Upminster 27153

PURPOSE DESIGNED BY EX-PARAS.

) BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGE OR IN

OLIVE-GREEN 4 0Z PROOFED NYLON.
TOP QUALITY ONLY.

SUCCESSFULLY TESTED IN ALL
ADVERSE WEATHER
CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN &

- SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES.

The Jacket: Well proportioned cut with
two breast pockets, one of which in- &85
corporates a pen or pencil compartment.
Two larger lower pockets. Each of the
four pockets has rain flap held by inner
press studs, opening front with full length
heavy duty zip (non corrosive) elasti-
cated rear waist and lower draw strings,
sleeves fitted with inner storm cuffs. Col-
lar and elasticated hood attached.

The Trousers: Elasticated waist and two
entry trouser pockets. The complete suit
when packed in the pouch provided mea-
sures 12"x 7"x 3", The suits are designed
in 3 sizes — Small, Medium and Large.
Guaranteed top quality

Price: complete suit £38, jacket only
£28, trousers only £12.

124% discount on orders of 10 and over.
Designed by ex-members of the
Parachute Regiment

NEW! WATERPROOF COMBAT SUITS

JAMIE WOOD LTD, DEPT SN, CROSS ST, POLEGATE,
SUSSEX. TEL: 03212 3813.

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Bags and Holdalls
For brochure and price list contact:

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 555 Lea Bridge Road
London E10 7TEQ
Telephone 01-556 4810

SUPPLYUINE—

MINIATURE MEDALS
BY POST SERVICE

LS&GC/GSM NI £4.85. War/Defence/
S. Atlantic £4.05. Rosette 90p. UN
Cyprus £5.40. BEM/Coronation/Silver
Jubilee/MSM/MBE £6.00. MM/QMG
£9.50. Add VAT at 15% + 30p P&P
Mounting Service for full and minia-
tures. Send SAE for catalogue.

to  SUPPLYLINE, INGRAM
PARADE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS,
YORKS. LS26 ONU.

\ Glasgow G2 3HW

SCOTTISH IRISH

GAELIC

The World's largest selection of
Scottish, Irish and Gaelic Music
cassettes always in stock.
Send 50p postage stamps for
our brand-new mail order
catalogue. Overseas enquiries
welcome.

Department §

CASA CASSETTES LTD.
Hamilton House International
325 Sauchiehall Street

PASSION PACK
A Present for Her

A Treat for You

SATINSILKY BRIEFS, matching garter suspender
belt and garter in box with matching stockings, red,
blue, black, white and pink — £7.95. FISHNET
STOCKINGS SET, matching garter suspender belt
and garter with fishnet briefs to match, colours
white and black — £8.95. SOFT NYLON BABY
DOLLS, trimmed with ghttering Lurex — white
only — £13.95. Size women’s (34-38in).

Send your message and destination to or send £3 for
our fabulous full-colour catalogue (refundable)
Francoise Fashions, 2 Church Place, Stanwix, Carlisle,
Cumbria CA3 9DN

THIS IS THE FABULOUS GE 205 GTi

the car that Motoring Magazines rave about,
and RIGHT NOW IT'S ON SPECIAL OFFER

from ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS

PLUS
LOWEST PRICES ON TAX-FREE

FORDS & TALBOTS

Delivery through selected Main Dealers in
LONDON, SURREY, HAMPSHIRE & MIDDLESEX
Finance and insurance available
NAAF| @ UK BANK LOANS ® DM LOANS
Post coupon today for full details and FREE colour brochure to:

Advanced Car Exports 15 Ciarence Court,
The Broadway, London NW7 4RP. Telephone 01-906 2978

e o —— i —— — — ——— — — o

COMBAT JACKET
IDENTITY LABELS

lin wide khaki labels with your name

embroidered in black capital letters Ysin
high
Overseas UK
5 Despatch  Despatch
1-5 (any name) £1.59 cach £1.83 each

6-20 (any name)£1.33 each  £1.53 each
For high quantities please write for details
of further discounts,

Send cheque/PO to Boddingtons, Doodles,
Cannons Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak,
Bishop's Stortford, Herts, allowing 28 days
delivery.

=
&

303 i o

Sharpshooters

NAME AND RANK
ADDRESS

‘Please descrive |
Part-exchange LS

" separately
—— —

SWEATSHIRTS

%S a SILK SCREEN

PRINTED TO YOUR 7] ', 2%
OWNDESIGN | ™ &% *

(min. order 20 shirts) e

® Top Quality Shirts
® Fast, Efficient Service E
® Free Proof Garment

* Free Design Service

* UK/Worldwide Delivery

For free information package contact:

SPRINTPRINT $efese

15/16 Cambria Bridge Road, Swindon SN1 5LH, Wilts.
Telephone: (0793) 695766

= 3
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(" T-Shirts

Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print

service
The very best personalised printed
arment service from THE HM Forces
pecialists. All prices are inclusive of
Design, Screen, Carriage and (UK Only
VAT (e.g. UK 10-24 price ONLY,
Supertees £3.60, Sweatshirts £7.00)
With huge discounts for quantity orders
Also Sportswear manufactured Supplied
Printed in many colours. i.e. Dartshirts

contact
A-ONE DESIGNS
55 Brook Street, Chester

\, Tel: Chester (0244) 311028 J

‘WIH{/ Bouguets - rﬁ

{;}

perfect blooms picked fresh from
our nurseries and flown to the UK.
SINGLE PERFECT RED ROSE
£3.75[ ] &
10 CARNATIONS WITH FERN
£6.50 ]
10 RED/PINK/YELLOW ROSES
£9.50 |

All attractively arranged in silk
back sleeve with presentation
card. Boxes flown daily to UK,
only. Send cheque/P.0.,
message to

ISLAND BOUQUETS,

LA HAIZE, VALE, GUERNSEY, C.1.

QC@@&G&‘S&@&QQ@

Please send flowers to

o

Please tick box

EASTER ORDERS BY 17.3.86

FLOWERS BY POST &

ﬂ'ﬂ

0L Q&@ﬁ@&&’s%ﬁ@«bt Q

{E} n:;TL ST L LR SR Rt {:}
gpaddress “,
¢ ¢
a to arrive e -___-—ldIa: 'JJ
o R e tnlnistola lhlals o]

e Wire,SiIkana

BAD G ES Lapel Badges,
Stickers, Flags and Car Badges, Club
Ties, Tie Pins and Cuff-Links, Plaques,
Shields and War Medals. Crested Table
Mats and Pocket Lighters. We offer
comprehensive service for Crested
articles.

S.A.E. for delails

KAYSONS

most competitive price.

« FREE SWEATER VOUCHER.

slo) SPOrts Dept. RAF

Specially embroidered with your own design, giving
instant recognition and a real sense of identity.
Choice of Lambswool & Acrylic.

Prices from £5.15 each. Quantity discounts available
-we supply from 1 sweater upwards.

SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED
Send for free illustrated brochure to:-

CLUB SWEATERS

As supplied to regiments, squadrons & ships worldwide.
FULLY INCLUSIVE PRICE LIST- we guarantee the

EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST - HECKMONDWIKE - W.YORKS WF16 OLF - TEL 0924 - 404566

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

Engraved badge/crest minimum order 10.

Discount on 20 or over.

Goblets from £5.75. Tankards from £6.40 plus VAT
Post paid on orders over 20
Please send badge with order

R & BINCONLTD
LYDGATE HOUSE, 9 LYDGATE LANE,
SHEFFIELD S10 5FJ
Telephone 0742 685911

N
19 Glencoe Avenue, liford IG2 7AL I

Able-LABELS

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No. or any
words you need up to 6 Lines
1000 Self Adhesive Labels 19 x 40mm
Black on Whitt gend Black on Gold

- _VISTﬂ

® Engltsh -made
sweat shirts
@ T-shirts single

& multi- coloured
designs

@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.
Vista House, 28 High Sireel, Merstham
Surrey RH1 3EA. Tel: Merstham 5113/4/5/6

5l (24,00

DAY!
.or Phone~ erte for Leaflets & Samples

kdlwk stick to Paper, Cassettes. Glass. Metal

Wood. etc. All prices include post & packing

Able-WOVEN gz Black on White
oniy £3.50
T00% Polyester. Wash-Dry Clean

One line only up to 30 woven letters/spaces
For School, Uniforms, Workwear etc.
Order in CLEAR BLOCK CAPITALS
with payment TODAY! Del. 21 Days
Steepleprint Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - Tel 0604 810781

CASHS NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.
3 doz (same name) £5.12
6 doz (same name) £5.70
12 doz (same name) £7.30

Please enclose cheque/PO pay-
able to Boddingtons.

Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering.
Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons
Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop’s
Stortford, Herts.

2K | aurence Corner

Keen prices — large stocks

Jor finest selection

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS
CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT

62/64 Hampstead Road, London NW1, nr Warren St/Euston

NISSAN
VAUXHALL =

* o % % %

VOLVO «

TALBOT « PEUGEOT =
AUSTIN x ROVER

EL|TE

P

AND EMERGENCY

SURVIVAL

EQUIPMENT

the ultimate choice for the professional soldier . ..

SURVIVAL — MILITARY — SIGNALLING

Over 250 items to choose from
Send large SAE for your free catalogue

ELITE SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, Land of Green Ginger, Front
Street, Tynemouth, North Tyneside. Tel: 091 591521

PR,

EQUIPMENT

PP O P PP PP
N N N N e e e e Nl N N

- TOP DISCOUNTS -

— OVERSEAS LOANS (icuins

eutschmark

— LOW DEPOSIT PAYMENT

— INSURANCE COVER (UK & O/Seas)

FORD «

Name

Return this coupon marking it Sovereign “FREEPOST", Larkhill, Salisbury, Wiltshire Tel (0980) 53431/52366.
Rank

Address

*IMPORTANT + Tel. No.

|
OPEL :
|
|

BMW x|

Make/Model Required
Part Exchange

Posting Date
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CE
' ”;f:;f?cis
SPECIALISTS
MOTOR - B.F.G.
UK. & LET US
OVERSEAS GIVE YOU
KIT COVER A
SEHOLD
i FREE
HOLIDAY QUOTE
HORSE COVER
Sovereign Insurance Services,
The Packway, Larkhill.
Nr. Salisbury. Wilts SP4 BPY

Tel. 0044-980-53431. *

ENTERPRISES

Basha!

ALL PRICES REDUCED!

FREE! For full details of our greatly
expanded range, send an A5 sized stamped
addressed envelope to
PO Box 13, Rossendale, Lancs BB4 BSU.

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit designa-
tion.
Send for price list.
Lancashire Pleating Co Ltd, Lees
Road, Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone 051-546 5161/2.

GIFTS WITH A DIFFERENCE BY POST

!CHAMPAGNE!

Spirits, chocolates and flowers, personal
gifts for any celebration:- Birthdays,
Anniversaries, Mothers Day, Fathers Day,
Easter, etc., or just a surprise for your loved
ones. We can post a gift wrapped with an
attractive gift card with your personal
message anywhere in the U.K.
REMEMBER ME
Marlborough House, 25a Fore St., Northam
N. Devon EX39 IAN (24 HR)
EASTER SPECIAL OFFER

FOR HER
Cadbury’s Milk Tray Easter Egg with sexy
lace *G-string only £11.90
FOR HIM
A Pluyboy Easter Egg with pair

sexy Nix only £11.90
Both come gift wrapped with a gift card and your own
personal message

KH542 Paramilitary Survival Knife 6"
surgical steel blade, waler, ompariment
n hollow alloy handie for matc eic

Heavy black leather sca

includes stone Reduced o

only £19.95. SAVE

£10. OR CAMO

VERSION

s r‘\-ju esium i e

A very high quality knife

EEH

POSTAL
ROSESLE

HAPPY
EASTER
10 SPECIALLY SELECTED ROSES
Delivered to any UK address for only £7.95

Please order early to avoid disappointment
Dept M, Rose Centre Ltd, PO Box 356, St Andrews, Guernsey, CI

FOREES (ERRY SERYITE F e
_— L

ALCONBURY, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE17 5HF
Specialists to HM Forces, Relations and Retired Personnel

BUY a “Sealink” ticket * SAVE 10% on the fare
* AND A CHANCE TO %
W’ A WEEK-END TRIP FOR 2 TO PARIS ON
For further information on this offer plus all other concessions

“THE ORIENT EXPRESS”!
Telephone 0480 891435 (4 lines) between 0830 and 1900 daily

FOR SOMEONE
SPECIAL

10 Superior carnations or 25
Freesias fresh from our Nursery
posted to anywhere in the UK for
£5.50. Please forward your per-
sonal message and cheque to:
Plaisir d’Amour Nursery
Plaisance Road, Guernsey.
Tel: 0481 64697

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of Post Service

Example of prices:-

CB: £32; CBE: £12; MC/DCM/MM/
QGM: £8; OBE/MBE/BEM: £6; MSM:£5;
LS & GC: £4.50; Coronation/Jubilee
Medal: £5; UN Cyprus: £4; S/Atlantic +
rosette: £3.75; GSM GV IR with clasp: £6;
GSM/CSM with clasp: £4.50; Second War
Stars: £1.50 each; Defence/War
Medals: £2.75 each

Miniature Mounting Bars for D.IY,
Mounting: 1 Medal 40p, 2—50p, 3—55p,
4-65p, 5—75p and 6—85p,

plus 15% V.A.T. (U.K. customers)
and 50p postage.

* 7-day medal mounting service for full-
size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’
and ‘court’ style.

_’_'ﬁ_-_—_-_ﬁ——ﬁ~

TAX FREE

XPORT

Buy from CARFORCE for a superb saving,
RHD and UK specification, type approved cars,
delivery UK or overseas, part exchange facilities,

finance, insurance and all documentation
expertly taken care of.
With over 10 years experience in supplying most makes
of Tax Free cars to HM Forces this adds up
to a GREAT DEAL.

YOU WILL SAVE MORE THAN JUST THE TAX

Lf | INTERNATIONAL |

———--——-‘\

Military, Overseas, Diplomatic Sales
4 Havercroft Buildings, Chapel Road
Worthing, West Sussex BN11 1DG UK
(0903) 213559 Telex: 877529 SLIPAY G

\--—-—-———-—,

KM28 Jungle Survml KM ssn
) V

Reduce

Mpass. harpoon
hishing gear elc

inless blade
rall in scabbard

KM660 PIK 660
RAMBO type de luxe
HUNTER. £49.95

w/ '«aw leeth |
KM90 Biack or Camo Finish
Survival Knife ~ Survival ki

32 pages of colour catalogue available - send
£11or our range of blank firing weapons, air
guns, crossbows, swords, knives, rifles and
shotguns.

Dept.Sol,3 Medway Buildings, Lower Road,
Forest Row, E. Sussex. Tel: 034 282 4433

roof handle, lan ,nara
anchor rope ring
compass inside, guard
with removable ice
picks/ _,mrrw flukes

* Full-size medals supplied

* Wire Blazer Badges

* Mess Kit Badges

* Cap Badges

* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars, etc

Competitive prices. First-class quality
and delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists:-

MINIATURE MEDALS (SM),

30, COVENTRY ROAD,

BURBAGE,

LEICESTERSHIRE. LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (0455) 39262.

The Top Quality range
of personalised printed shirts

T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

by interprint
for Pubs Clubs Firms
Schools

T-Shirts

Double stitched
seams

Sweat Shirts
Crew, Vee Neck "
Hooded & Jog Sults

Sports Shirts

Other Products
Ties, Hats, Lighters,
Stickers, Metal &
Sew-on Fabric Badges,
Aprons, Tea Towels

& Tote Bags

FREE DESIGN
SERVICE g
MINIMUM

ORDER-ONLY 12

Please send me your pREE colour brochure
& details of your fREE shirt voucher
Name_ el

Address

Dept 52 Dale Street, Craven Arms
Shropshire SY7 9NY.
Tel. Craven Arms (05882)
2703 & 2502.
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DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
SEND FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,
Lees Road,

Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone 051-546 5161/2.

TOM Mc CLEAN
EX PARA

KING OF ROCKALL

Self-catering adventure centre. For
only £25 per head per week for

groups 24 soldiers we offer
accommodation, electric, boats
and canoes, all inclusive
BOOK NOW — For brochure:
Ardintigh, Loch Nevis, Mallaig
West Scotland. Telephone 0687 2274

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at £9.95 each. Also
attractive WALL PLAQUES at £12.30 and CAR BADGES at £13.00 each
REGIMENTAL TIES (striped design) at £4.50 each (RA FLASH £5.40). Crested
designs £5.86). PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE. Send SAE for Services
Price List.

D J Parkinson, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley Drive, Brighton,
BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during mornings only.

VS Id VG IT VTV d
Servive an

""IIMW

SURVIAL A

The 1986 48 page full
colour SURVIVAL AIDS
Catalogue illustrates
and describes over
300 items of personal
outdoor and survival
equipment specially
suited to the

soldier, and includes

a new specialist

military section.

ALL first class
quality; ALL
guaranteed; ALL you
need for more
effective performance
all year round.

Weatherproof and windproof DPM outer clothing including
the new Ventile jackets and trousers - warm but smart inner
clothing - sleeping bags, bivi bags and tents - rucksacks -
compasses - torches - tools - knives - water purification and
cooking equipment - and much more.

Now FREE! For the first time you can be sent this unique
Catalogue free of charge —and in addition customers
receive FREE the quarterly colour magazine ‘Survival News'.
Complete the coupon and mail today.

SURVAVAL AIDS

Survival Aids Limited, Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ

-----------—-------------------.------}Q

To Survival Aids (C) Limited, Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ
Please send me the 1986 Survival Aids Catalogue.

NAME

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

BLOCK CAPITALS SL

SEND A TED
INSTEAD

Lovely 8" teddy with message on a badge. Choose from: "HAPPY
BEARTHDAY”; “GRIN & BEARIT"; or “I CAN'T BEAR ITWITHOUT
YOU". £4.99 incl. UK postage.

Please give: name & address of person to receive teddy; your name;
choice of badge.

BEARMAIL, 29 BLENHEIM AVE, FAVERSHAM, KENT ME13 8NW

G Bearmail——

AR A AR AR A A A A A A A A A A AN A AR AR R A ARk khk

FORCES FINANCE
TRY US FIRST — NO DEPOSIT

LOANS

£200-£4,000 No security required or £1,000-£20,000 with optional
security for homeowners and mortgage payers — special rates.

CARS FURNITURE HOUSEHOLD & ELECTRICALGOODS
HOLIDAYS CARAVANS MOTORBIKES BOATS
MOTORHOMES HOME IMPROVEMENTS SCHOOL FEES
LUXURIES BILLS REPAIRS
Or clear existing always up to date loans, HP, credit cards, store
accounts, bills, into one easy lower monthly repayment with
cash to spare.

@ Sameday payouts available * Lowest repayments
* Telephone applications or by post
* No waiting — No fuss * Unlimited funds — No fees

All applicants must have UK bank account and at least two years
service to do. All single and BFPO applicants must be 27 years
old or over.

Written details, quotes. To find out what we can do for you just
ring 0929-423925. From W. Germany 0044-929-423925 9am-9pm
(UK time) 7 days.

FORCES FINANCE — “the obvious choice”

Brittanic House, 18a Streche Road, Swanage, Dorset
Licensed — Office Fair Trading

PSS TETIEE R AT E TR TN ER TR SR LSRN
N N A M N N AR A M N N N N O U M R R
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“Special Equipment
For Special Operations

SASS MAG No 3
AVAILABLE NOW!

Special DPM Cammo Patrol Sacks

US Special Forces Tiger Stripe
Pattern Cammo Clothing

DPM Cammo Fingerless Gloves
For Special Activities Units

Plus lots more special kit
Plus lots more standard kit

For free copy of illustrated
SASS MAG No 3 send large SAE to:

Special Air Sea Services
Saint Georges Works
Saint Georges Quay
Lancaster, Lancs
Telephone: (0524) 64204

45
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LEAVING THE SERVICE?

How many others will apply for
that ideal job? How few will be
interviewed? How do you get on
the short list?

A professionally prepared CV will
improve your chances dramatically,
CV PLUS, Dept (S), 90 London
Road, Salisbury, Wilts, Tel: 0722
21395.

OVERSEAS PROPERTY

PURCHASE
and RETIREMENT ADVICE

Talk to retired servicemen in
the region you are considering
Residential and commercial
mortgages available
Please contact:
Martin Monk (RAF retd.)
Murivance House
The Murivance
Shrewsbury, Shropshire
Telephone 0743 64108

Evenings: 0743 65493

DALLAM SCHOOL
CUMBRIA

Voluntary Aided Day and Boarding
School. Co-educational with 620 pupils,
including 100 in the Sixth Form
Dallam is a Comprehensive School
in South Lakeland. Boarding Houses
are situated at the Sixth Form Centre at
Heversham, with extensive facilities,
including sportshall and swimming pool

Prospectus from the Headmaster
J. D. Barker, Heversham, Milnthorpe,

Cumbria LA7 7EH
Telephone: (04482) 3377

SLEEPING MATS

Standard Nato olive mat, 4 season
rating. 100% crosslinked foam. 55cms
x 185cms x Bmm, wt 255 grms £4.95.
DPM mat. First in the country,
Printed on both sides. 5 seasons
(Arctic) rating, 100% crosslinked
foam. 60cms x 190cms x 100mm, wt
410grms £11.95. Mail order only. Post
75p. Send stamp for surplus catalogue.
Dept S Toe’s Surplus, Ashgrove Farm,
Ardley. Bicester. Oxon OX6 9P

MILITARY BADGES
AND BOOKS

We hold large stocks of

@) Cap badges, helmet plates

waist belt claps, buttons, etc

b) Regimental histories, cam-
4 \ Paign histories, Army lists,

n | \,‘. badge books, etc

i \
il { ﬂ Send 75p (stamps ac
LAl | cepted) for our catalogue.
/ U | Geaff White. 11 Embersourt
A }\ Drive, Backwell, Bristol

i BS19 3HU.

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS

DIARIES - BOOKMATCHES
KEYFOBS ' PENS - BADGES

Printed to your own design
WINSTON PROMOTIONS LTD
9 Hatton Place, Hatton Garden,
London EC1N BRU.

Tel. 01-405 0960/4127

SCHOOL
OF SURVIVAL

HEREFORD
Learn with the experts
Send S.A.E. for details of survival
courses and survival kits.
22 Langland Drive
Hereford HR4 0QG

( BEST PRICES h

VISTA

& DELIVERY
FREE DESIGN tie
SERVICE

company

ties

New address:
Merstham Vista House
5113/4/5/6

BENTHAM

GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Independent Boarding and Day School
for Boys and Girls aged 8-18

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING
RECEIVED FOR SEPTEMBER 1986
SOME BURSARIES AVAILABLE FOR
CHILDREN OF SERVICES PERSONNEL.
EXTENSIVE PROGRAMME
OF ACTIVITIES,
PARTICULARLY AT WEEKENDS.
TRANSPORT TO AND FROM AIRPORTS
AND RAILWAY STATIONS ARRANGED.

For further details and prospectus
please contact:

The Headmaster

Bentham Grammar School
Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7DB
or Telephone Bentham (0468) 61275

28 High Street
Merstham
\. Surrey RH1 3EA

* MIDIM SHIRTS &

Your own designs on machine washable Tee-Shirts
Sweatshirts, Jogging Suits, Sports Shirts and

embroidered V neck Sweaters

CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL
Yeovil, Somerset. Telephone: (0935) 850555

Co-ed. (Age range 11-18) 100+ Pupils. Established 25 years.
GIVE YOUR CHILDREN ALL THE BENEFITS OF A BOARDING
SCHOOL AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD.

Continuity in schooling. Happy ‘family’ atmosphere in beautiful
country. Keep brothers and sisters together. Highly qualified staff.
Small classes and up-to-date labs. Self discipline, good manners
and self confidence. 20 acres grounds and playing fields. Highly
efficient Sea Cadet Unit. Sailing and many activities. We have even
made provision for you to pay by Barclaycard.

Phone or write for free illustrated prospectus. Some vacancies.

ST JOSEPH’S — IPSWICH

(Near the ports of Felixstowe and Harwich)
Independent Schools (Day and Boarding) conducted by the
De La Salle Brothers — All denominations accepted

SENIOR

(‘4 mile from Junior School)

JUNIOR

5-7 years (mixed) — Day pupils only

* YOU PAY WHEN WE DELIVER'
*COMPLETE MONEY BACK GUARANTEE !
*100% MACHINE WASHABLE '
*UP TO 5 COLOUR PRINTING '
*FAST SERVICE - APPROX 2 WEEKS !
* MINIMUM ORDER ONLY 10 GARMENTS |
*NO ARTWORK OR SCREEN CHARGE
®ALL SHIRT SIZES & COLOURS IN §
*DIRECT SCREEN PRINTING

-NOT TRANSFERS!

VIDVI LTD.

25 SOUTHERNHAY EAST
EXETER EX1 INW f__
TEL. EXETER (0392) 215955

e S S D S S S— -'
POST COUPON OR PHONE FOR FREE COLOUR BROCHURF
I MR /MRS /Miss

SOL1|
' !

Tol.No

<, e

7-11 years (mixed) — Day and Boarding
Excellent facilities. Traditional academic
education, heated indoor swimming
pool, sport well catered for, friendly
atmosphere, school set in delightful
grounds

For further details contact

The Headmaster

St Joseph’s

Oak Hill Lane

Ipswich (0473) 54927

O and A level courses studied
Excellent facilities. Boys only, but girls
in 6th form. A regular flow of pupils to
the Oxbridge Colleges. A very well
equipped school. Excellent sports
facilities.

For further details contact:

The Headmaster

St Joseph’s College

Birkfield

Ipswich (0473) 50281

ASHBY GRAMMAR SCHOOL,
LEICESTERSHIRE

Caring and traditional boarding house of 32 boys. Has
5 vacancies for year 1986-87. Part of an ancient, state
maintained mixed school. We offer boys of 11-18 years
a friendly, small and caring environment, excellent
facilities and a structured education.
Admission is by interview not examination.
Fees £840 per term inci.

For appointment ring: The Housemaster (0530) 413759
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HARDYE’S SCHOOL

DORCHESTER, DORSET

Voluntary Aided,
All Ability, Upper School for Boys

* Boarding for 40 boys aged 11-18
* Long experience in meeting the needs of
service families
% Boarding fee does not exceed the service grant
% Sixth form of 180. Average of 40 entrants to
degree courses annually
* Wide range of sport; 13 acres of playing fields;
swimming pool; all-weather hockey pitch;
6 hard tennis courts; Sports Hall

% All three services have sections in a large and
old established Combined Cadet Force

Enguiries to the:-

Head Master, P.A. Close, M.A.
Telephone: (0305) 67841

Wilton House School

Battle, Hastings
East Sussex TN33 9BS
0424 83234

Co-educational boarding and day school

Head office and

senior school:

Catsfield Place

Battle

O and A Levels ~

g5
13-18 years U, o
Ws ayec 9

Junior school:
Broomham
Guestling
Hastings

5-13 years

Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged

when rquired. Computer workshop, swimming pools,

tennis courts, games fields and horseriding. Escort services

to and from airports. Special terms for Service children
additional to Service grants.

Established since 1954.
Apply: The Principal at head office

The Blue Coat School

BIRMINGHAM

A Boarding and Day
Preparatory School for
boys and girls from 7 to
14 years

Excellent location and facilities

Preparation for Grammar and Public
Schools

Escorts arranged to meet children
travelling by rail and air.

For details of entry tests and
prospectus please telephone:
/ 021-454 1425
or write to:
The Admissions Secretary,
The Blue Coat School,
Harborne,
-__ Birmingham B17 OHR.

THORNLOW SCHOOL

Sandesfort House, 101 Buxton Road, Weymouth DT4 9PR

Day and weekly/termly boarding school for boys

Juniors: 80 pupils, 4-11 years (hoarding from 7 years)

Seniors: 150 pupils, 11-16 years

Small classes and individual encouragement, sound character

development in a well-disciplined environment, offering an enviable

O-Level pass rate, and also the possibility of O-Level/CSE

combination. Well situated overlooking Portland Harbour, 7 acres

grounds and a 25m indoor heated swimming pool. Scholarships and

bursaries. Reduced fees for Forces families.

Prospectus and details from the Secretary, tel: (0305) 782977.

...........

BURYS COURT PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Leigh, Reigate, Surrey RH2 8RE
BOARDING SCHOOL for 6'4-14 year-old boys.
Good facilities for learning and sport include SCIENCE and
MATHS labs, playing fields, COMPUTERS and VIDEO,
gymnasium and swimming pool

INTEREST in SPORT, MUSIC and RECREATION activities

encouraged.

Assistance with travel arrangements.
Fees £840 per term.
Write or telephone Dawes Green (STD 030678) 372.

MOFFATS SCHOOL

BEWDLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE

An ISIS/IAPS preparatory school for boys and girls from 7 to 13+. Moffats
is a family school and has close ties with H.M. Forces.
* Small classes and individual care
* All games, and riding on our 200-acre Home Farm
@ Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term
@ Escorts at stations and airports
No vacancies till September 1986. Priority entry for under nines.
Prospectus from

The Headmasters — Telephone Kinlet (029924) 230

SLINDON COLLEGE

Nr. Arundel, W. Sussex BN18 0RH

* Boarding and day school for 160 boys aged 11 to 18.
* Teaching in small groups to CSE, ‘O’-and ‘A’-level
GCE University entrance. Remedial help available.
* Wide range of sport and out-of-school activities,
including keeping of pets and animals, hart court.
The school runs its own National Hunt racing stables.
* Forservice families a reduction in fees, special travel
arrangements, etc.
* Accredited by Independent Schools Joint Council.
Member of ISAI, ISIS and FIS, Charitable trust.
Enquiries to the Headmaster. Tel: (024 365) 320.

—*— WARMINSTER SCHOOL

"""" Keeps the family together
Co-Educational Day and Boarding
JuniorSchool 5-12years 120 pupils
Senior School 12-18 years 290 pupils

SIXTH FORM ENTRY
SOME BURSARIES AVAILABLE
Prospectus and further details

from
The Master Telephone
Warminster School WARMINSTER
Warminster (0985)
Wiltshire BA12 8PJ 213038
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GAME whose origins

are lost in the mists

of antiquity and

which is the fore-
runner of modern tennis has
enjoyed a surprising revival in
the Army over the past four
years.

Real Tennis, which was only
launched as a time filler during
Army Rackets week in 1982,
this year actually attracted
more entries for its doubles
tournament than for the long
established rackets regimental
doubles, which date back to late
Victorian times.

No-one can be more surprised
by this than Major Paul Watts, of
the Royal Army Educational
Corps, who first conceived a
Combined Services Real Tennis
championship.

He said then: “One of the
problems was that some people
were knocked out of the rackets
very early and their interest was
soon over. Others might geta game
on Monday, then not play again
until Wednesday, then not again
until Friday.”

So the Real Tennis champion-
ships were born. And this year at
London’s Queen’s Club there were
20 pairs entered for the Doubles
championships — Combined
Services Past and Present. Many
of those who took part are former
Servicemen — including the
eventual winners, Mike Mc-
Murrugh and Murray Glover.

Singles champion once again is
22-year-old Lieutenant Alastair
Maxwell, who made his debut in
the championships last year and
won it at his first attempt. This
time he beat Major David Reed-
Felstead (Blues and Royals), the
1983 and 1984 champion, 6-3, 6-1
in the final.

Maxwell took up the game when

he went to Oxford University and
became captain of the university
team. He is now stationed with
the 3rd Battalion, The Royal Green
Jackets at Celle in Germany — his
nearest courts are in France!

He played rackets at school but
is now regarded as a much better
real tennis player. He says: “It’s
all about experience. You don’t
need great strength but you do
need a good eye for the ball and
you need to be good on your feet.

“You also need to know the
court because the ball does all sorts
of funny things. And as it is slower
than rackets you can do many more
things with the ball because you
have time to think about it. It has
been likened to chess.”

The name ‘real tennis’ does not
come from any claim to be the real
thing — as opposed to the latter
arrival, lawn tennis. It is thought
to be a corruption of ‘Royal
Tennis’.

Exact origins of the game are
not recorded but it is known to
have been played by monks in

GOLD GOMFORT FOR HOT SHOTS

IT WAS JUST not the Army’s
day for hot shots. Or, rather,
for the WRAC who repeated
history to take third place, as
last year, in the Inter-Services
Women’s Rifle Shooting cham-
pionships held at Guildford.

Luck was not on the side of Staff
Sergeant Denise Curran, either.
Denise, the CQMS for the Old
College Wing, Royal Military
College Sandhurst, failed to retain
her individual title of Best Woman
Shot. Last year she scored 199 out
of 200; this year, it was 190.

Three teams of girls from all
three Services took part firing their
.22 Anschlutz rifles. It was the
Royal Navy who won the snow-
bound day.

Final scores were: WRNS 1,916
points; WRAF 1,915 points and
WRACG, 1,1901 points. Top poss-
ible score was 2,000 points.

In the past, the WRNS — the
current holders — had won the
48

. ]
Staff Sergeant Denise Curran, her
title falls

team championship on 17 occa-
sions. The WRAF have taken it
nine times and the WRAC were
close runners-up “on a number of
occasions.”

mediaeval days and the court is
probably based on the same
monastery courtyard.

Royalty certainly were involved
in the game. One French king died
from a chill caught while playing,
and Henry VIII played at Hamp-
ton Court — the site of one of the
19 real tennis courts still operating
in this country.

Henry had a great name for
cheating and altering the rules as
he went along. It’s also said that
the grill at one end of the court
was where his cook used to watch
the game. If Henry could hit him
in the face with the ball he claimed
a point!

Scoring is complicated. Real
tennis is the only game where
players face each other across a
centre line withouta mirror image
on the other side. Serving is via a
low roof on the courtside and
players return the ball after it
rebounds from the wall behind
them.

of the landslide victory.

Germany, as coach.

year.

slim down to heavyweight.

on unanimous decisions.

Welsh boxers take nine

THE emphatic 9-0 win by the Royal Regiment of Wales in
the 4th Armoured Division Inter-Unit Novice Boxing poses
the question who can stop them now?

Even more startling is the fact that the 3rd Royal Anglians,
an established boxing regiment, were on the receiving end

The Welsh are fortunate in having Sgt Paul Davies, the
current amateur club heavyweight champion of West

The RRW squad is large and features a different line up
at each tournament. This has sharpened competition for
places in a superbly fit squad who consider this to be their

Perhaps the most entertaining fight was at heavyweight
in which LCpl Zoltan Szabo beat Pte Leonardi of the
Anglians over three bruising rounds. LCpl Szabo is the
first choice prop for the RRW 1st XV rugby side and had to

He entered the ring in superb physical shape with the
sort of scowl on his face to earn a part in a Rocky film
should Sylvester Stallone decide to hang up his gloves.
However, Leonardi refused to be intimidated and often
had Szabo reeling from big counter punches. Szabo won
through on points in the end.

There were two knock-outs with everyone else win ning

Real tennis: a good eye and good
on your feet

The ball, although it looks like a
tennis ball, is half an ounce heavier
and does not bounce as high as a
tennis ball.

Both real tennis and rackets
continue to be almost exclusively
officer orientated sports and with
the limited number of facilities Paul
Watts regretfully does not see great
scope for spreading it throughout
the ranks.

“There is no serving NCO in
the competition but there are quite
a few who did National Service in
the ranks playing in the Combined
Services Past and Present
doubles.”

Butin civilian life there has been
a big growth in the last two or
three years. Shrivenham and
Sandhurst both boast teams which
are bringing young officers into
the game.




AZZLING sunshine

and plenty of snow

guaranteed a full

programme at this
year’s 1st Armoured Division
Ski Competition at Axams in
the beautiful Tyrolean Alps of
Austria.

And it was sunshine most of
the way for 1 Div Transport
Regiment RCT who romped
home to victory in most of the
events, alpine and nordic.

They won an impressive 26 team
and individual prizes, including
the Nordic 15km, 5x7.5km
Biathlon, 4x10km Relay and
Patrol races, and the Downhill,
Giant Slalom and Team Slalom
on the alpine side, clinching for
them the title 1st Armoured
Division Champion Unit for the
second year running and easily
qualifying them for the Army

RCT SKI TO VICTORY

Nordic Championship at Zwiesel
and Alpine Championships at
Fulpmes.

In individual terms they were
again successful, with Lance
Corporal Martin Watkins winning
the 15 km race and the Individual
Nordic Combination, while
Sergeant John Challenger, last
year’s champion allrounder, won
the Individual Alpine Combina-
tion, and came runner-up in the
Downhill, the Giant Slalom and
the Individual Slalom.

However, The Queen’s Own
Hussars proved hot competitors
in the cold weather and gave the
RCT men a good ski for their
money, emerging as Champion
Unit Runner-up, as well as

Sigs Sergeant top bowler

THE largest ever BAOR
Tenpin Bowling Champion-
ships took place at the Elite
Bowling Centre, Bielefeld. A
total of 370 men and women
requested entry into the tour-
nament from 45 different
major and minor units across
BAOR including Berlin and
SHAPE. Mainly due to the size
of the bowling centre, the
number had to be cut to 280.

A mobile computer system was
used to help speed up and work
out all the details of each bowler in
the events, as they bowled.

Top bowler of the weekend and
BAOR Army Masters Champion
was Sgt M Langley of 21 Sig Regt
who achieved a pinfall of 1,053 in
the Masters event.

Other results: Mens singles,
S§Sgt L. Wrightson (FOD Dulmen)
945 pins; Mens doubles, WO1 M
Mellors (FOD Dulmen), SSgt L
Wrightson (FOD Dulmen) 1,401
pins; Major unit, 21 Sig Regt

Telecomms 1, 2,472 pins; Minor
unit, 3 PC Regt RE Postal Pirates
1, 2,428 pins; Non unit, Team
Racers, 4 Pet Dep, 6 Armd Wksps
2,474 pins; Mens all events, Sgt
M Langley (21 Sig Regt) 2,202
pins; Mens outstanding perfor-
mance, High Game, Tpr ]
Warwick (4/7 RDG) 253 pins;
High Series, Sgt A Carr (23 Engr
Regt) 645 pins; Women’s singles,
Mrs C Kempson, 776 pins;
Women’s doubles, Mrs B Mc-
Burney and Mrs L Bustin, 1,198
pins.

The final six bowlers who
qualified for the Masters tourna-
ment after 18 games and their final
positions were: BAOR Army
champion, Sgt M Langley (21 Sig
Regt) 1,053 pins; Runner up, SSgt
L Wrightson (FOD Dulmen) 1,032
pins; 3rd Cpl P Smith (1 RTR)
984 pins; 4th SSgt G Rose (6 Armd
Wksps) 910 pins; 5th Sgt A Carr
(23 Engr Regt) 893 pins; 6th SSgt
W Craig (14 Sig Regt) 747 pins.

runners-up in the Giant and Team
Slaloms and the Downbhill, winning
the title Combined Alpine and
Nordic Royal Armoured Corps
Champions in the process.

Lance Corporal Ian Dryden
brought added prestige to the
regiment by claiming the individual
trophies for Downhill and Giant
Slalom, and was the Alpine
Combination runner-up.

As last year, the nordic Langlauf
events were mostly held at the
nearby village of Leutasch, where
the Burgermeister set the first of
20 teams on its way at the start of
the 25-km Patrol Race.

A gruelling ski and shoot event
that reflected the military nature
of the competition by depending
on marksmanship as well as fitness,
the Patrol Race brought distinction
to 3rd Battalion The Royal Green
Jackets, who took second place
while still classed as novices after
being on skis for only a few weeks.

It was a similar story in the 15 km
allcomers race where officials
joined competitors for a tough
two-hour-plus trek that gave them
little time to enjoy the dazzling
mountain scenery along the trail.

This time The Royal Green
Jackets took first Individual Novice
place with Lieutenant Simon

Uphill task for Captain Pablo Miller,
4 RTR in the biathlon relay

Hudson, although 1 Armd Div Tpt
Regt won the 15km Race Team
and Individual Cups beating 1st
Regiment Royal Horse Artillery
into second place.

In the Minor Unit events,
Berlin-based units participating in
the competition did well, with
Berlin Armoured Squadron win-
ning the Alpine Minor Unit
Combination and, for the second
year running, 29 Signal Regiment
Royal Signals taking the Nordic.

(+ cas@roLET)

WELSH WIN AGAIN

THE Royal Regiment of Wales’s Dragons rugby side re-
established old friendships when they visited the Royal
Army Ordnance Corps based in Emblem (Belgium) for a
match against the British Bulldogs.

The Welshmen won the fixture for the second year
running against an entertaining Bulldog side, who usually
play in the Belgian league.

The Dragons' function mainly is to provide candidates
for promotion into the RRW first team squad.

The Bulldogs are trained by an RRW old boy, WO2 Alan
Whitbread, whois based in Belgium; he was also the match
referee.

The play flowed from end to end with the only try coming
from Private Ray Davies RRW as a result of some slick
Welsh threequarter play which produced an overlap for
Davies to run over unopposed.

Pte Stewart Lawrence converted successfully, making it
6-0to the Welsh. The Bulldogs replied with a penalty kick,
but missed with others, which later proved costly with the
final score being 6-3.
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2 NOW — By BEFOEE March 3lst...

AND WE PROMIGE qou TWHE BEST, DEAL
WE'VE EVER DONE !

BuT HuGBY—~ WENVE oM. LEFT

& THESE Wil BE THE LAST

CHlLL uP FOR 7i/kE LOW —DOWN

ol~ 9571 0066

57-55 High Street gd;mcne London Tr. 261859
MLESADS OCDERED ELBWHELE
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WE/L HELD Aoy cwaneeL |

lam interested in purchasing a new %g ﬁfﬁm I

The garage you'd recommend to a friend I
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49



THREE IN A ROW FOR PWO

WHEN it comes to cross country running, the Ist Battalion
Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire have proved they

are the fleetest of foot.

On frozen snow covered ground which made hard running on
Tweseldown Race Course near Aldershot, 1 PWO proved their
worth by winning virtually all the major men’s awards for the
third year running, including the senior inter-unit champion-

ships.

ARMY KNOCK OUT

THE SAILORS

ARMY boxers completed their hat-trick of Combined Services
team championships against the Royal Navy at Aldershot —
but only after the vigorous visitors had caused a few upsets to
take a 4-1 lead at the halfway stage of the ten bout contest.

The Army had earlier had an easy 10-0 victory over the RAF
but it was apparent from the off that the Navy were in ne mood
to allow any repeat of last year’s 8-2 hammering.

Flyweight Sapper John McLean
(26 Engineer Regiment) should on
past form have had little difficulty
in beating AB(M) Andy Martin.
But the sturdy Martin stuck to his
guns and by the end of the contest
McLean’s nose was as red as his
trunks. The stylish Scot got the
points by a unanimous decision
but it was closer than expected.

Disaster followed when Army
captain Corporal Keith Howlett
(39 Engineer Regiment) allowed
the tough Cook Dave Pope to get
too close. Pope floored him twice
and the match was all over 15
seconds before the end of the first
round.

Rifleman Alan Lesbirel 2 RG]J)
battled hard with the strong
Marine Colin Day and only lost
on a majority points decision at
feather. But the next match was
another shock when the experi-
enced Driver Neil Haddock (10
Corps Regt RCT) met Marine

* Dave Robb, whom he had easily
outpointed last year, This time
Robb boxed well and with 100 per
cent effort let Haddock get going.
The Army man, who had several
warnings of pulling on, lost a

50

majority points decision.

Then Lance-Corporal Dean
Hunt (Guards Depot) went down
on points to probably the least
skilful boxer of the night, Marine
Peter Waights. Hunt, making a
return after two years, never looked
like coping with the mad rushes
and wild swings from the red-
headed Waights.

Four-one down and the cham-
pionships looked like slipping away
but the classy Fusilier Erroll
Holder (1 RRF) gave the Army
supporters something to cheer
about. His opponent Marine Karl
Jones constantly harried him but
Holder bided his time and then
doubled his man up with a wicked
left hook to the body for a two
minutes and 15 seconds knockout.

Rifleman Tony Velinor (3 RG])
got his revenge for a cut eye
decision last year when he easily
outpointed the burly Marine Phil
Nicholson at light middleweight.

In the Army for just five weeks
Private Nnamdi Samuels proved
a surprise packet and gained a
unanimous points decision over the
ungainly SA Andy Chambers.
Samuels, from the Depot Queens

Sergeant Instructor Geoff Wade,
APTC but attached to 1 PWO,
took on some 280 opponents in
the men’s senior individual cham-
pionship — considerably more
than last year — and took the
honours.

In the inter-unit team cham-
pionship for major units, the 1
PWO runners took first place from
2 and 3 Para, and the same battalion
also provided the winners of the
individual veterans event (Licu-
tenant Dave Moffat) and the junior
individual championship (Private
R Simpson).

Sergeant Maggie Smith of
QARANC Training Centre won
the women'’s individual champion-
ship, and her team also rook the
women’s inter-unit championship.

Army Apprentice College Chep-
stow, also collected two champion-
ships — both the junior and youths
inter-unit team events.

Postal and Courier Depot RE

Sgt Maggie Smith, individual

winner

won the senior inter-unit cham-
pionship for minor units, and
Apprentice Tradesman Cowan
(Junior Leaders Regiment RAC)
took the youth individual cham-
pionship.

Austria.

championships in Italy.

LANCE Corporal Scott Dobson was the man of speed in
this year's Army Alpine Ski Championships in Fulpmes,

The Inter-Service and Army champion from 2 RGJ was
so much better than everyone else that it was as though he
was in a different league. He won every individual men’s
event by a considerable margin.

Dobson’s outstanding performance was one of the three
most significant features of the meeting, held for the second
time on the slopes of the Stubai valley. The others were the
strength in depth of the 22 Signal Regiment team —
Lieutenant Paul Ford — which won the team events
convincingly, and the emergence of young JSpr Mark
Westwood from JLRRE as a future Army skier.

For the first time the Army ladies alpine ski team took
part in the championships, using the week as a training
and selection session before the Inter-Services ladies ski

THE
UNBEATABLE
DOBSON

Lance Corporal Scott

Dobson, speed man

led by

Division, has already boxed for
England while a civilian.

Another international Army
newcomer, Welshman Fusilier
Danny Coyle (I RWF) faced
another strong and aggressive
marine, Steve Heryet, Coyle
refused to become flustered by the
constant wild assaults and picking
his punches he took a unanimous
points decision,

The Army sealed their victory

with an easy win for veteran heavy-
weight, Corporal Horace Miles
(Light Infantry Depot) over
LMEM Mick Ford.

Soin 13 years of the contest the
Army and Navy now have six wins
apiece with one tournament tied
and the luckless RAF never in it.
But the sheer guts and spirit of the
less talented Navy team must mean
that they will put up a strong
challenge again next year.
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' YOU'LL FIND YOUR YEARS AS A SOLDIER

‘GOOD INING FOR A CAREERIN THE POLICE

Ifyou’re used to wearing khaki then you won't
find blue serge too uncomfortable. -

You'll know already whatitis towear a uniform,
torepresentauthority among ordinary people who
may or may not respectit.

You'll also have those qualiti
sponsibility and decisiveness most of our Officers
have to learn the hard way, out on the streets.

There are other similarities too. In the Police
you work as part of a team. You'll rely on your
mates just as they’ll rely on you in times of trouble.
And you’ll earn good money. If you're over 22 you

start on £9,074, and there’s free housing or a gener-
ous rent allowance on top. It’s even more in London.

From day one you'll be on about the same pay
as a Staff Sergeant. But without the mess bills.

But there are differences too.

Youwon'thave a gunanylonger. Andyou'llbe
more in the public eye. Ordinary folk will look to

“initiative, re- you for help and advice.

You'll need more tact,sympathy and courtesy
than the army probably ever expected.

The other big difference, of course, is that we
won't post you here, there and everywhere.

If you've seen LHOUE’.’I’I of the world, we offer
youthe chancetogetto knowyourownneighbour-
hood at last

Ifyou’re under 40, and fit, you could go farin

CivvyStreetasaPoli

e Officer.Vacanciesare open

to men over 3 5'8"(1 i._LH]).dI‘ld women over

5'4"(162cm). Now, i
Mamr outo

ou'dlike to cut the Sergeant

sour life, cut out the coupon now.

Please se m’l me luner details

Name:
Address:

| POLICE

OFFICER




Specmlist Personal Load Carrymg Systems

The most advanced combat
proven load carrying systems
available. Manufacturing to the
high standards of the British
Ministry of Defence Quality
Assurance DEF. STAN. 05-24.
Meeting the requirement of
today’s infantry, lightweight
internal aluminium frames
combine with a carefully
designed shoulder harness to
transfer load from shoulder to
hips. P.U. coated texturised nylon
now available in DPM to give
complete camouflage
concealment.

SPECIFICATIONS

Y @ TYPE: CRUSADER
b= @ CAPACITY WITH
¥ = » &3 POCKETS: 100 Litres
At e LN « @ CAPACITY WITHOUT
A g g POCKETS: 70 Litres
@® WEIGHT WITH POCKETS:
28 kg
@® BACK LENGTH M: 51 cm
@® NATO NO: 8465-99-775-3039
@® BACK LENGTH L: 58 cm
@® NATO NO: 8465-99-775-3040
® COLOUR: Olive or DPM
® FEATURES: Zip Off Side
Pockets can be connected to form
small combat pack. All Cotton
Back. Quick Release Harness.

___SPECIFICATIONS

&) ® TYPE: ROC
® CAPACITY: 70 Litres
@ HEIGHT: 1.78 kg
® BACK LENGTH M:
51 cm
® BACK LENGTH L: 58 cm
® MATERIAL: 270 gm/M?
Coated Texturised Nylon
® Optional Side Pockets
(8 litres)
® Colour Option: Olive or DPM
® FEATURES: Quick Release
Waist Harness. Side Compression
Straps to reduce volume.
Reinforced Haul Strap. All Cotton
Back. Quick Release Hip Harness.

CRUSADER SIDE POCKETS ATTACHED IN PACK FORM
T rem

AMILITARY SALES DEPT.
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