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Cover picture

Qil watch: Pte Viliame
Ratulevu of Burma Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, The
Duke of Wellington's Reg-
iment, on an anti-smug-
gling patrol west of Az
Zubayr in southern Iraq.

The patrol was protect-
ing the “crown jewels” in
the area — a strategic
pumping station critical to
the flow of oil to Umm
Qasr and Baghdad for
export.

More stories on Opera-
tion Telic, beginning with
the Banker of Basra, start
on Page 17.

Meanwhile, 19 Mecha-
nized Brigade is prepar-
ing to relieve the Desert
Rats of 7 Armoured
Brigade in Basra (see
Page 8) and British sol-
diers are about to move
into a new type of tented
accommodation at Umm
Qasr (see Page 13).

Picture: Graeme Main

“And they've already had to go through his sheep dip.” — Army’s Welsh ‘countryside alliance’, Pages 4-5
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Top teamwork

IN March we reported that
Capt Graeme Scott RE was
making an impact in the world of sleddog racing. Now we
can reveal that fiercely loyal lead dog Huckle, above left,
and shy and retiring but hard-working Jenny, right, have
produced ten new members for the team. They also teamed
up to pull Graeme to victory in the UK. Full story in Page 49.

“The issue of body armour and plates was slow, with
personnel being sent into battle without plates as not
enough had been received. The issue of ammunition
and weapons was also slow. We received our RGGS
(rifle grenade general service) ammunition the day
after we attacked Basra (six weeks after arriving in-
theatre).” — Feedback from Light Infantry colour serjeant
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Hearts and minds on Welsh hills

SPECIAL REPORT

160 (Wales) Brigade help Army to forge a stronger countryside alliance

restore parity and goodwill to the Welsh
hills in a bid to prevent an abrupt end to
military access to the region.

Brig Robert Aitken, Commander HQ
160 (Wales) Brigade, told Soldier: “It
became clear to me that the MoD) meat
purchasing policy, for sound economic
reasons, was having a significant impact
on the Army’s ability to generate the right
levels of operational capabilities.

“By sticking to the open competition
rules we are running the risk of denying
our dismounted infantry the opportunity
to train in arduous, high altitude and
remote conditions,” he said.

“There is a strong military tradition
throughout Wales and consequently the
Army enjoys a lot of goodwill here, but I
am more than aware that that could be
lost overnight.

Report Andy Simms
Pictures: Graeme Main

industry are taking a very hard line that if
Welsh farmers do not get fair play, then
they will no longer allow the Army to
exercise on their land.

“We see soldiers driving British-made
Land Rovers and Bedford trucks, and
flying British Harriers, so why isn’t
British meat on the menu?”

Although sympathetic to the com-
plaints of the Welsh farmers, the MoD’s
hands are somewhat tied.

Its food supply contractor, 3663, is
governed by Article 30 of the EU Treaty
of Rome, which prohibits it from unfairly
favouring British products and requires it
to source the most competitive produce.

The comparatively high price of Welsh
lamb, coupled with the finer intricacies of
European law, means that little can be
done by the MoD to appease the farmers.

WALES has long been ingrained in the
psyche of most British soldiers as a place
of hard, arduous training.

For decades military commanders
have relied on the remote terrain of the
Brecon Beacons and the surrounding
Welsh countryside to conduct escape and
evasion exercises and hone troops’
infantry skills.

However, in recent years rumblings of
discontent from livestock farmers who
have traditionally permitted the MoD
use of their land, almost always at no
cost, for military training, have echoed
through the valleys.

Angered by the Government’s meat
purchasing policy, and in particular by

the fact that the MoD buys some However, staff at “Therefore, we have made it a matter
commodities of foreign rather quarters 160 (Wales) of policy for all units based in Wales to,
British produce, activists withi have been wherever possible, buy local produce. We
National Farmers Union have also been actively encouraging our

y effort to

: Sergeants’ and Officers’ Mess staff to

shop at the local butchers for dinner

nights. Soldiers living ou are
0 enco

and the Farmers Unio
Wales (FUW) organise
series of protests enco
ing Welsh farmers to de
British Forces the use
their land.

“It is still a highly con-
tentious issue here
Wales,” explained ]
Davis, who owns a 350+
farm which adjoins
bridge military range
which he keeps 120 c¢
more than 1,000 ewes. &
my counterparts in the

the localised policy, British soldiers and
MoD civilians posted in Wales are spend-
ing more than £400,000 on Welsh lamb
and beef each year.

The Cambrian Patrol, which is
acknowledged as

g exercise of its
ind in Nato and
ttracts military
ams from across
the globe, is a good
measure of the suc-
- cess of the initia-
- tive.

“When it came
to organising the
Cambrian Patrol two years ago we had
big problems with one in three farmers
refusing to let us use their land,”
explained Brig Aitken. “Last year there
was only a small smattering of land
owners not willing to help us, but this
year we have been granted complete
‘clearance with not a single farmer deny-
ing us access.

“I truly believe that what we are doing
on the ground is having a posi-
impact, and that the farmers know
at we are doing everything we can to

The meat of the issue=
what you're eating . ...

® FOOD for the armed forces is purchased from many
countries throughout the world, but United Kingdom
products are always sourced if they are competitive,
they meet the relevant minimum specifications and
the supply chain can be guaranteed.

@ Currently 55 per cent of the armed forces’total
consumption of beef is British.

® Lamb is sourced from New Zealand, Uruguay, :
Australia and the UK. 3

e most demand- § \fe see soldiers driving
British Land Rovers
and Bedford trucks,
and flying British Harri- ncver been @ prob-
ers, so why isn't British
meat on the menu??9

help resolve this issue,” said Brig Aitken.

Championing the brigade’s efforts to
renew the Army’s countryside alliance
with their rural neighbours, John Davis
said: “We are really pleased to see that the
soldiers are making
an effort to buy
British.

“Qur gripe is with
the government, not
them. There has

lem between the sol-
dier and the farmer,
as soldiers largely
have no say as to
whether they are fed
British, Brazilian or Argentinian beef.

“Everyone in Wales always supports
our boys 100 per cent when they are
sanctioned to go somewhere,” he said.
“Ahead of the Gulf War I personally
lobbied for the dispute with the Ministry
of Defence to be put right to the back of
the agenda and full access to land was
given.

“If the MoD asked if it could use my
land tomorrow, I'd let it, but one day it
will need to realise that there is no such
thing as a free lunch.”




MG Rover
Military Sales

MG Rover Backing Britain
WITH DISCOUNTS OF UP TO 25%

ON MG & ROVER CARS

FOR THE BRITISH ARMED FORCES

—
e ety

Tax Freet and Tax Paid ft aai.liéglwé“across the MG & Rover range

TTax Free refers to Military Personnel who are posted abroad. 11Tax Paid refers to Military Personnel based in the UK.
A spouse/partner based in the UK is also eligible for Tax Paid discounts.

Members of the Territorial Army are also eligible for these great offers

Call today for details on all the great offers from MG Rover

If you are based in Great Britain call on 08708 30 18 31
If you are based in Germany call on 216 155 0979

or alternatively email: military.sales@mg-rover.com

*25% Discount refers to Rover 45 1.6 Club Saloon. Retail On The Road Price £14,390, Privilege On The Road Price £10,795
g




UPDATE

Tank transporter in M1 death crash

FOUR people died last month on the M1
in Leicestershire in an accident involving a
low-loader transporting three armoured
vehicles returning from Iraq. The incident
caused gridlock on main roads through
the Midlands.

Eyewitnesses claimed the civilian con-

tracted low-loader jack-knifed and
smashed through the central barrier, scat-
tering the military vehicles across the
road. Even after emergency services had
recovered the dead and injured and
removed 11 vehicles, south- and north-
bound lanes remained closed for many

hours for repairs. The wvehicles, which
belong to The Queen’s Royal Lancers,
were being returned from the military port
at Marchwood, near Southampton, to
their base at Catterick, North Yorkshire.,

A motorist in another vehicle was later
charged with a driving offence.

Pomp and circumstance: The Queen takes the salute during the march- and ride-past of
troops who escorted her to Buckingham Palace after the Trooping the Colour parade to
mark the Sovereign’s official birthday. The Colour of the 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards,
presented by the Queen on May 26, 1992, was trooped on Horseguards. Picture: Mike Weston

Harry opts for
military career

PRINCE Harry has set his sights on
making a career in the British Army. He is
to apply for a place at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst, St James’s Palace
has announced.

The Prince, who is third in line to the
Throne, will be assessed by the Army. If
he is successful, he is expected to join late
next year. Speculation has linked him
with the Welsh Guards.

Prince Harry, 18, recently completed
his education at Eton and is to take a gap
vear. He was an enthusiastic member of
the school’s Combined Cadet Corps.

His father, the Prince of Wales, and
uncle, the Duke of York, served in the
Royal Navy. Prince Charles commanded
a minesweeper while Prince Andrew’s
naval career included service as a heli-
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Picture: Mike Weston

Military: Princes Harry, left, and William at
the Queen’s Birthday Parade last month

copter pilot in the 1982 Falklands War.
Prince Michael of Kent went to RMAS in
1961 and commissioned into the 11th
Hussars, and the Duke of Kent was there
in 1955 before joining the Royal Scots
Greys as a second lieutenant.

Girl killed as
freak storm
demolishes
Army show

THE five-year-old daughter of a British
soldier was killed during a freak accident
at the annual JHQ International Show at
Rheindahlen.

The show was immediately cancelled.

Isobel Callaghan’s right arm became
entangled in a rope when a sudden fierce
storm ripped a helium balloon free of its
seven moorings as the show’s opening
ceremony was finishing,.

The balloon was found two hours later
at Hamminkeln near Wesel, 65km north
of JHQ. Isobel’s body was nearby, the
rope still wrapped around her arm.

Her father, Cpl Robert Callaghan, of
35 Engineer Regiment, his German wife
Hannalore, and their four-year-old son
Stuart were cared for by counsellors
from the Royal Military Police.

The family took shelter in a tent as the
storm hit the showground, but left it
when the roof blew off. An anchor rope
trailing from the balloon, which was
being blown across the showground at
high speed, appeared to entangle Isobel,
snatching her from her mother’s grasp.

The Special Investigation Branch and
the German Police are investigating and
have appealed for witnesses.

Soldier dies at
vehicle depot

CPL Thomas Rees, 33, serving with the
Ist Battalion, The King’s Regiment
based at Bourlon Barracks, Catterick,
died from injuries sustained in an
accident while moving vehicles at a depot
at Teesport.

The vehicles were being marshalled for
deployment to Iraq under Op Telic 2. An
investigation is being led by Cleveland
Police.

Cpl Rees, who joined the Army in
1986, leaves a wife and two children.
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My hero: Young Komel with Cpl Scot Larner

Scot’'s whiff
of heroism
goes down
well in Basra

CPL Scot Larner is a celebrity on Basra’s
streets after saving a boy from drowning in a
septic tank.

Scot, a sapper plumber serving with 26
Armoured Engineer Squadron, 32 Engineer
Regiment, was checking water mains when
he noticed a group of civilians panicking.
The side of the drain had collapsed and
seven-year-old Komel Karem had fallen in.

“We lifted up the cover and spotted the
boy’s head pop up. I have a child myself and
knew I had to do something. I lowered a
strop from the vehicle 3m into the sewer and
slid down. I managed to pull the kid out alive
after three attempts.”

When Scot got back to the Black Watch to
clean off the chef wasn’t happy with him in
the kitchen area so some local people took
him to their house, washed him down and
gave him an old tracksuit to wear.

WO2 Nick Heaton said: “It was an act of
heroism and the squadron is tremendously
proud of him. It’s as well he had an excuse to
explain the dodgy 1970’ style tracksuit.”

Karem’s mother Saloa said: “I was very
frightened, I thought I'd lost my son forever.
Scotty saved Komel’s life, he is a hero and 1
will never forget what he did. I will tell my
son when he is a man that a British soldier
rescued him.

“We thank the British Army because they
came to help our people.”

@ Basra’s banker — Page 17

Big moment: A new Standard for The Life Guards is unfurled before its consecration on
Horse Guards Parade. The Queen, Colonel-in-Chief of the Household Cavalry, presented
Standards and a Guidon - the equivalent of the Infantry’s Colours - to the Life Guards
and The Blues and Royals during a major ceremony involving troops on horseback, foot
and in armoured reconnaissance vehicles. Among the troops on parade were soldiers

recently returned from front-line action in southern Iraq.

Picture: Mike Weston

Mechanized brigade
relieves Desert Rats

AS this issue went to press, the Desert
Rats of 7 Armoured Brigade were
preparing to hand over their area of
responsibility in southern Irag to 19
Mechanized Brigade.

Command of the British security and
stabilisation operation switches from
Germany-based HQ 1 (UK) Division to
Bulford’s HQ 3 (UK) Division on July 12.

Deployed with the headquarters are
soldiers from 3 (UK) Div Signal Regi-
ment. The new elements will complete

a six-month tour , based on the British
HQ at Basra international airport.
Major elements of 19 Mech Bde,
from Catterick, include the 1st Battal-
ions of The King’s Own Scottish Bor-
derers, The King’s Regiment and The
Queen’s Lancashire Regiment, and
40th Regiment RA. Two squadrons and
the RHQ of The Light Dragoons from
Swanton Morley will deploy with the
brigade, as will 3 RMP from Bulford.
@ Op Telic coverage begins on Page 17

Sappers support Congo force

A DETACHMENT of Royal Engineers
based on 42 Field Squadron, part of 28
Engineer Regiment from Hameln, were
preparing to deploy to the troubled
northern Congo to support a European
Union peacekeeping force. Hundreds of

IN BRIEF
@ A tri-Services recruiting bus
appeared on the streets of London
last month to advise potential
recruits in areas of the capital
which do not have permanent
Armed Forces recruiting offices.

@ After ten years in RAF Hullav-

people have died in Bunia and the sur-
rounding area, swamping UN troops
stationed in the Ituri province.

France, which has already deployed
troops to Bunia, will lead and provide
the bulk of the force.
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At last,

a clasp

for veterans
of Canal Zone

Suez personnel will have to apply for award — but
not until eligibility criteria have been announced

SUEZ Canal Zone veterans are to
receive a medal clasp following the
Prime Minister’s announcement that
their service between 1951 and 1954
has been officially recognised.

An estimated 200,000 troops are
thought to have served in the zone and
more than 300 lost their lives to
violence or accidents. Veterans believe
54 of the deaths were a direct result of
terrorist attacks.

The clasp is the culmination of 40
years of campaigning by veterans to
force the Government to acknowledge
their active service in what was
effecuvely a war zone.

Last July a sub-committee of the
Honours and Decorations Committee,
chaired by former Chief of the Defence
Staff Lord Guthrie, was set up by the
Government to reconsider the case.

Mr Blair has now accepted Lord
Guthrie’s recommendation that the
Naval General Service Medal 1915-
1962 and the General Service Medal
1918-62, with the clasp “Canal Zone”,
be awarded for service in the Suez
Canal Zone between 1951 and 1954.

Some, including National Service-
men, who never got a general service
medal but who meet the criteria for the

clasp, will now receive the appropriate
GSM and clasp.

It is understood that eligibility will
require 90 days’ service in the zone

YOU will need to be patient for a
little longer: When eligibility criteria
have been announced, Suez Canal
Zone veterans and next-of-kin of
those who have died will need to
apply to the appropriate medal
office. It will be some time before the
issue of medals and clasps begins.

between October 16, 1951 and October
19, 1954, with lesser periods for those
killed or wounded.

In April 1956 Soldier published a
letter from a soldier making a case for a
Canal Zone medal. In the years since,
the magazine has given a platform to
hundreds more voicing frustration, anger
and disappointment at (Government
refusal to accept their case.

It is on record that Gen Sir Brian
Robertson asked the War Office for a
medal for troops in January 1952, by
which time 33 Servicemen had been
killed and 69 wounded. Campaigners
believe it was vetoed by the Foreign
Office to appease the Egyptians.

@ Zoners’ triumph — Page 73

‘We will wear clasp with pride on Remembrance Day’

FORMER WO2 Charles
Golder RE, who was
active in the fight for a
medal, said: “It’s nice to
know our efforts have
been acknowledged and
40 years of campaigning
is over. We will wear the
clasp with pride on
Remembrance Day and

live to see it.”

remember our many col-
leagues who sadly didn’t

Soldier cartoonist Col
Dickie Bird, 1 Loyals, who
was in the zone at the
beginning of the
operation, said: “I'm glad
that at last justice and
honour have been

achieved, if a little late for
some.”

“I'm thrilled,” said ex-
Sgt Daniel McNeil REME,
who was attached to The
Royal Sussex Regiment
and served in Egypt
between 1949 and 1953.
“We’ve waited long
enough.”

ington, 9 Supply Regiment RLC has
changed the name of its Wiltshire base to
Buckley Barracks, after Conductor John
Buckley who was awarded the Victoria
Cross during the Indian Mutiny of 1857.
Just before the supply specialists deployed
to Iraq they marched out of Hullavington
Barracks and back into Buckley Barracks.

® Soldiers from 20 Field Squadron, 36
Engineer Regiment who had recently
returned from Iraq took part in a simulated
row from Basra to Baghdad, a distance of
537km. The event was to raise funds for the
Army Benevolent Fund and a local
children’s hospice. The squadron is based
in Invicta Barracks, Kent.

&
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Very commendable

Commendation: SSgt Tom
Spalding RE, above, and
Cpl David Gandy, 1 KORBR

Man brought
pack to life

Dy sapper

TWO Cyprus-based soldiers have been
awarded commendations for their actions in
emergency situations.

SSgt Tom Spalding, a Royal Engineer
serving with the Joint Service Signal Unit at
Ayios Nikolaos, saved the life of a contractor
who had been struck on the head by a rotat-
ing bar on a sewage farm at Dhekelia.

He found the man had stopped breathing
and brought him round with mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation and cardiac compres-
sions. The man later made a full recover.

SSgt Spalding had been taught resuscita-
tion techniques in the Army but had never
before used them. His wife, Beverly, the
Eastern Sovereign Base Area school nurse,
was very impressed with his efforts.

Meanwhile, Cpl David Gandy, serving
with Episkopi-based 1st Battalion, The
King’s Own Royal Border Regiment as a
company storeman, has received a commen-
dation from Commander British Forces
Cyprus for his part in containing aggressive
demonstrations last summer against the
building of antennae by British Forces at the
Salt Lakes near RAF Akrotiri.

Then a lance corporal newly arrived on the
island, Cpl Gandy took on responsibilities
normally associated with a senior NCO and
worked 18-hour days to establish a camp for
160 soldiers involved in the operation.

® Cyprus boat crew rescue surfer — Page 13

Pictures: Cpls Pete Mobbs and Will Craig
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The Army's Basic Skills Support Programme

... reading orders
and calculating the
distance were the
real challenges!

Reading, writing and the ability to work
with numbers are all skills for life that no

PPeal skill soldier can afford to be without. For
> use a gunis some, however, this is a real challenge.

Can you help?

By volunteering a few hours each week
you could help Army personnel to meet
that challenge and in the process gain
yourself a national qualification. This is
available to Link Up supporters at no
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e ey cost.
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Il Gulf
veteran
wins
appeal

THE High Court has dis-
missed an MoD appeal
against a war pensions tri-
bunal ruling that former
Parachute Regiment medic
Shaun Rusling is suffering
from illness linked to ser-
vice in the 1991 Gulf War.

The tribunal had upheld
an appeal by Mr Rusling, a
sergeant in the 1991 con-
flict, against the War Pen-
sions Agency, which
refused him a pension.

Of the High Court’s
original decision, the MoD
issued a statement saying:
“The judge found that the
MoD discharged its obliga-
tions in respect of the iden-
tification and treatment of
Post Traumatic Stress Dis-
order in the past, and we
are committed to continue
to do so in the future.”

It said the MoD took
very seriously the wellbeing
of its personnel and contin-
ued to follow the latest
medical guidance on diag-
nosis and treatment of
PTSD.

“The MoD continues to
monitor and raise aware-
ness of PTSD and other
stress-related disorders
that may occur among Ser-
vice personnel at any
time,” it said.

The MoD said it would
not comment in detail on
the latest ruling until it had
studied the judgement, but
it noted that it “does not
find that Gulf War syn-
drome exists. The judge
expresses no opinion on
whether Gulf War syn-
drome exists.”

Service home of the future
goes on show in Germany

N 2

Nice kitchen: Gen Moore-Bick ticks off a Puma check-
list. Soldiers and families are being asked to comment

A MODEL house which incorporates the
many improvements to be made to family
accommodation in Germany has opened at
Herford.

The class B soldier’s quarter, with two
bedrooms, was unveiled by Maj Gen John
Moore-Bick, GOC UKSC(G).

Under Project Puma - Programme to
Upgrade and Modernise Accommodation —
nearly €70,000 (about £50,000) was spent
on upgrading the property to the quality of a
show house on a new British estate,

The interior is light, bright and airy, with
modern heating and light fittings and
contrasting carpet colours. Old kitchen
surfaces have been replace by fitted units,
with a fridge-freezer, new cooker and
extraction fan, and a plumbed-in location
for a dishwasher,

Other new features include a curved bath
with shower attachment and fitted shower
guard; wiring for TV and telephone in the
main bedroom, which has an enormous
built-in wardrobe; an insulated attic with
easy access for storage; washing machine
fittings and tumble-dryer vent in the cellar;
plenty of power points; an outside tap for
watering the garden; and mains-wired fire
alarm systems with battery back-up.

Troops find weapon
cache and hit crime

TROOPS from the 1st Battalion, The High-
landers moved in before dawn to cordon off a
town near Banja Luka in Bosnia after weeks of
intelligence-gathering had identified the proba-
bility of large caches of illegal weapons in the area.

Using back roads and farm tracks, 300 Sfor
soldiers moved on the town to prevent anyone
leaving. While B Company searched an area of
several miles, Gurkhas on attachment to 1 Hldrs
sealed off the town centre, taking a local crime
ring by surprise.

The security paid off when the Gurkhas broke
down a sealed door to expose box after box of

hunting rifles, pistols, signalling equipment and
ammunition. There was also a quantity of explo-
sives in dangerous condition.

With enough evidence of non-compliance with
the Dayton Peace Accord to widen the search,
the troops searched cellars and garages, in many
cases digging up the floors of suspect rooms. The
Gurkhas collected a vast haul of weapons and
ammunition, with A Company accumulating
nearly 15,000 rounds of ammunition, 30 guns,
grenades and explosives by mid-afternoon. Else-
where an anti-aircraft missile system was found.

Operations in the town are still going on.

Battle Axe heads north

THE Battle Axe Company — otherwise
known as 74 Battery — has transferred its
Multiple Launch Rocket System skills from
Larkhill-based 32nd Regiment RA to the 39th
Regiment RA in Newcastle. It paid farewell to
the 32nd, of which it has been a part for 56
years, on the 50th anniversary of the Battle
of the Hook in Korea, during which the bat-
tery kept its guns in action for 24 hours.
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Minimi to boost firepower

BRITISH infantry units are to get 2,472
5.56mm FN Herstal Minimi light machine-
guns. The belt-fed weapon, which was
issued to infantry units when they arrived
in Kuwait before the coalition offensive
against Iraq, quickly won the respect of
British troops.

It will supplement the light support
weapon, which is to remain in service.

Light Infantrymen on target

DHEKELIA-based 2nd Battalion, The Light
Infantry was top team at the Cyprus skill-at-
arms meeting, which attracted 13 eight-man
entries. Four 2 LI soldiers, Sgt Chris Kelly, Cpls
David Warren and Michael Gibbons and LCpl
Haddud, were selected to go to Bisley. Others
to make the British Forces Cyprus team were
Dm Maj Paul Keeble, 1 KORBR, and WO2
Beau Gambon, manager of Dhekelia ranges.
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New minister

Ivor Caplin, MP for
Hove, has been appoint-
ed Defence Under Sec-
retary and veterans

minister.

His responsibilities
include Armed Forces
and MoD personnel
issues, veterans' affairs,
cadet and reserve
forces, defence estates
and the Defence Med-

g o .°. ”
Under Big Ben
A digest of what's being said on
Army matters in Parfiament

Medics’ morale

r

‘generally high’,
says minister

RESPONDING to a question on low morale
among medical reservists mobilised in Iraq,
Defence Minister Lord Bach told the House of
Lords that personnel returning from the Gulf
had indicated that morale was generally high.

He said senior officers in the Defence Med-
ical Services had met returning reservists to
thank them personally for their contribution
and, if necessary, to explain decisions and
listen to concerns.

Reports from theatre, he said, indicated
that as future plans had now been clarified,
and individuals knew their part in them and
when they were to return to the UK, those still
deployed were generally content.

(@ See letters in Talkback pages)

Injured: Between February 14 and May 21,
1,241 UK Service person-
nel were evacuated from
the Gulf as a result of
injury, including non-battle
injuries, or for other med-
ical reasons, said the then
Defence Minister Dr Lewis
Moonie in a written answer.
Casualties were sent to
the Royal Centre for
Defence Medicine in Birm-
ingham and to MoD hospi-
tal units at Frimley Park,
Northallerton and Haslar.

Ical:A?g;g:I;S'replaces Dr ASQO performance: Early
Kbt e indications are that the

Royal Artillery’'s AS90 fleet
deployed on Op Telic was very reliable and
performed impressively. A report on lessons
from the operation is expected to be pub-
lished by the end of the year.

Lost air vehicles: Twenty-three Phoenix
unmanned aerial vehicles were lost on Op
Telic. In all, 29 have not been recovered since
Phoenix entered service in May 1999.

Beefburgers: Beefburgers supplied to the
Armed Forces are processed in Normandy,
France. Currently, 55 per cent of the Services’
annual consumption of beef is British.

Domestic violence: The MoD is to con-
tribute to consultations on the Justice for All
White Paper relating to domestic violence.
Any changes to laws applying to incidents of
domestic violence would apply equally to the
Armed Forces. The MoD's latest guidance on
reporting incidents within the Forces was
published in a DCI on February 1, 2002 and is
being incorporated into Service regulations.

HURST poiNT
LONDON

Picture: Darren Setter, DLO Photographic Dept

Hurst Point

delivers,
ahead of
schedule

AN Army lorry, left, is dwarfed by
mv Hurst Point as it is driven on to
the MoD’s sixth and latest ro-ro
ferry at the Sea Mounting Centre,
formerly known as Marchwood mili-
tary port.

The 20,000-tonne ferries, which
provide Britain’s Armed Forces with
a state-of-the-art strategic sealift
capability, are almost as big as an
Invicible-class aircraft carrier. First
task for the Hurst Point, which was
delivered 20 months ahead of its
target date, will be to deliver 19
Mechanized Brigade’s vehicles and
equipment to the Gulf, where the
brigade begins a six-month tour of
duty this month.

Under a Private Finance Initiative,
the six ships will be used for com-
mercial trading by AWSR Shipping
Ltd when not required by the MoD.

Rescue crew

Jungle Gurkhas
set for Balkans

THE role of 1st Battalion, The Royal
Gurkha Rifles as the British Army’s
fully-acclimatised operational reserve in
the Far East is coming to an end.

During the three years it has been
based in Brunei the military mantra of
train hard, fight easy has been 1 RGR’s
objective. As a result, the Gurkhas have
achieved high levels of fitness and
stamina.

“In my opinion 1 RGR is probably
the fittest infantry battalion in the Army
today,” said commanding officer Lt Col
Craig Lawrence. “The nature of our job
as the Army’s deep jungle battalion is
physically draining and  hugely
debilitating. The jungle isn’t fun if
you’re not fit and we can’t afford to
carry anybody who finds operating in
this environment too demanding.

“If your body is fighting the climate
because you are unfit and unacclim-
atised and you are not hard enough to
actually do the job, you won’t even
begin to be able to fight the enemy if we
deploy on a jungle operation.

“There is nothing mystical about the
jungle and provided soldiers are trained
for it properly, and their navigation
skills and personal admin are sharp, it’s
a good environment to be in.”

The Gurkhas are also trained in non-
combatant evacuation and riverine
operations and, uniquely, the battalion
has a fully-trained platoon of trackers.

They are to be relieved by their 2nd
Battalion and will return to the UK to
begin training for a tour of duty in a very
different environment — the Balkans.

@ 1 RGR in Brunei - Pages 38-41

Tent city opens for
troops at Iraqi

CONDITIONS for troops in §
Irag will improve significantly
with the opening of the first
500-man temporary deployable
accommodation (TDA) camp
at Umm Qasr.

Soldiers started to move into
the air-conditioned, eight-man
TDA shelters (as featured in
Soldier, June) at the end of last
month. A further 4,500 of the dome-
shaped PVC-covered TDA bed spaces
are planned for the theatre.

At Shirabh Airfield, sappers from 32
Engineer Regiment have completed
two 500-man expeditionary camping
infrastructure (ECI) camps and four
more will open on the airfield by the end
of this month. Another is being built at
the Naval Academy in Basra.

The ECI camps, which use conven-
tional-style tents, also have toilet and

Under PVC: Temporary camp for 500 at Umm Qasr

Picture: Cpl Will Craig

In the nick of time: These soldiers helped save a
surfer who was in danger off the coast of the Sov-
ereign Base Area Akrotiri in Cyprus.

Pictured are LCpl Ben Trussler, kneeling, in
front of WO Ginge Crook and Cpl Rob Barton
(all 62 Cyprus Support Squadron) and Cpl Steve
Finch (417 Maritime Troop).

The Cypriot man had got into difficulties off
Ladies Mile near Limassol and was being blown
offshore by strong westerly winds. SBA Police
relayed the news from another surfer to the rescue
coordination centre at HQ British Forces Cyprus.

WO2 Crook, Cpl Barton and Cpl Trussler were
dispatched in a rigid raider, accompanied by Cpl
Finch for his local knowledge. They soon spotted
Stelios Isaias sitting calmly on his board more
than 2.5km from the shore and picked him up.

i e -

shower units, kitchen and dining areas,
and plumbing for water and sewage.
The tents are insulated and will be
upgraded with air-conditioning.

Quality of life for military personnel
is improving throughout southern Iraqg.
All soldiers are on fresh rations and
most have access to Paradigm tele-
phones and internet cabins.

New arrivals are being warned to get
used to the soaring summer heat and
not rely on the air conditioning.

@ Bosnians who want to give information
‘about illegal weapons to British Sfor troops
can now do so electronically and in confi-
dence under an initiative launched by the
1st Battalion, The Highlanders. Com-
manding officer Lt Col Tim Lai has intro-

e-mail for the use of informants.

duced voice mail, SMS text messaging and

® More than 100 eight-man teams are
expected in this year's Cambrian Patrol
from October 24 to November 2. More
details from the patrol office on 94351 2280,
cambrianpatrol@milnet.uk.net or DCI JS
33, dated March 7, 20 03.

@ Two platoons of junior soldiers from the

Army Foundation College, Harrogate,
helped marshal 10,000 women taking partin a
Race for Life organised by Cancer Research
UK in Leeds.

@ Baby Spice Emma Bunton, right, joined
comedian Jim Davidson to put on a show for
Service personnel in Gibraltar. Jim was there

to film with the BBC and used the opportunity
to entertain soldiers, sailors and airmen
through his British Forces Foundation charity.
LCpl Samantha Watson AGC, serving at HQ
British Forces Gibraltar, said of Jim’s perfor-
mance: ‘| really can't remember the last time |
laughed so hard. There were people literally in
tears.”

July 2003 SOLDIER

SOLDIER July 2003




{

It's your Army.
It’s your charity.

The Army is like one large family, bound
together by the sacrifices so many of you have
made. But it's reassuring to know that, if you or
your immediate family ever needs help, you can
rely on the ABFE. However, to continue our work,
the Army's National Charity needs your support
too. Right now we're looking for dedicated people
to donate time and effort into vital fundraising
activities. Will you take one pace forward?

ARMY
BENEVOLENT

FUND
o SUPPORTING THE BEST

020 7591 2042

website: www.armybenfund.org

e-mail: enquiries@armybenevolentfund.com
Army Benevolent Fund, 41 Queen's Gate, London SW7 5HR

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO TAKE PART, in events and |
activities, please contact us for a Fundraising Pack. Complete the |
coupon and send to: Army Benevolent Fund, FREEPOST SW3705,
London SW7 5BR.

Address .....

Postcode ... Ty L I s
Email.........

The information collected will be used for administration and marketing 1
purposes by the Army Benevolent Fund. It may be used to contact you in the
future, if you wish to be contacted please tick here. []  Lae44 soLDIER 07/03 1

- e e S e e e

The ABF is the Army’s National Charity and is committed to the welfare of Army and ex-Army personnel and their families. (Registered Charity No. 211645)
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Post haste: Territorial Army soldiers help
sort mail at BFPO London’s Mill Hill head-
quarters. Since mid-January when troops
began to deploy in numbers to the Gulf,
1,123,739 blueys had been processed by the
Forces’ mail service by mid-June.

In the same period, 608,528 e-blueys were

dispatched to units in Kuwait and Iraq. With
units now returning to their bases in Ger-
many and the UK, the daily volume of mail
has tailed off from the 1,000 bags a day
during the height of Op Telic to about 400.
Even so, on one day in mid-June 1,061 e-
blueys and 473 letters and packets were sent.

Soldier wins
more awards

YOUR favourite maga-
zine scooped three top
awards in Europe’s
biggest and most presti-
gious corporate commu-
nications competition.
Soldier’s excellence was
recognized with awards in
the main internal maga-

Main received an award of
exellence for his striking
picture of world
endurance record-holder
Paddy Doyle, published
in the February 2002
issue. It was Graeme’s
third major recognition of
the vear: he won first prize

zine class (for the Novem- Top men: Chip, left, and Graeme in the MoD’s Media

ber 2002 edition), photo-
graphic and humour sections at the nation-
al Communicators in Business awards cer-
emony at Harrogate.

The magazine has been nominated regu-
larly for CiB awards since it was redesigned
six years ago. Staff photographer Graeme

Challenge and was
runner-up in the Army Photographic
Competition image of the year category.

Our third success was for former Royal
Engineer Chip Wood, whose regular
Chuckle with Chip earned him a well-
deserved award of excellence.

Best foot forward: Territorial
Army signallers, led by SSgt
Chris Ogg from Heaton TA
Centre in Newcastle, ran the
140-mile coast-to-coast route
from Workington Lighthouse in
Cumbria to Tynemouth Castle
in Northumbria to raise £2,000
for Cancer Research UK’s Man
Alive 2003 campaign.

The runners, who completed
the course in 24 hours, were
from 34 (Northern) Signal Regi-
ment.

Picture: Chris Barker
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What the Press has been saying

® Prince William hopes to take a
commission in the Welsh Guards after

completing his studies and the
regiment is making discreet

preparations in the hope that his family
and senior courtiers will approve. —

Daily Mail

(Prince Harry to go to Sandhurst — Page 7)

@ Hundreds of reservists

returning from Iraq are set to leave

the Territorial Army amid

widespread concern over the way
they are being used and the MoD's
failure to pay them properly. — Daily

Telegraph

@® The graves of thousands of
soldiers from the First World War were
saved from destruction when the
French government abandoned plans
to build an airport through the Somme
battlefield in the Chaulnes region, 80
miles north of Paris. — Daily Telegraph

@ A former paratrooper has been
turned down by the police after
recruiters told him his tattoo of the
Union Jack could be offensive.
Police told Simon Dixon they were
also unhappy about his other
tattoos: one depicting a grim reaper
holding a sword, and another of an
elf smoking a pipe underneath a
mushroom, which they said had

drug connotations. — Times

@ Heroic British tank crews who
fought their way into Basra just ten
weeks ago are facing the axe. Army
chiefs have been ordered to sacrifice

400 top tank troops as part of a

ruthless operation to save money to
buy new technology. — Sunday Express

@ British troops could be stuck in
Iraq for up to four years if pro-
Saddam Hussein militias continue
to undermine coalition efforts to
bring security to the country. —

Times

@ LCpl Adam Barrett and Pte Kelly
Bridson, combat medics with 4 General
Support Regiment, are to be married by
the unit padre at Umm Qasr port. As
they have chosen to get married on
active service, they will be allowed only

24 hours' leave. — Times

® Ateam from Amnesty
International has investigated claims
that British troops on training in
Kenya raped hundreds of women
and sexually abused boys between
1970 and 2000. The evidence will be
used to press for an inquiry. — Times
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Desert Rat officer
puts second city’s
financial institutions
back on track

Report: Andrea Frazer
Picture: Graeme Main

MEET Maj Ian Jaggard-Hawkins AGC,
officer commanding 7 Armoured Brigade
Field Administration Office, and the man
who got Basra’s economy buzzing again.

For the past two months “JH”, the
Army’s answer to Daddy Warbucks, has
acted as caretaker for Basra’s finances, a
budget running to $20 million and 72 bil-
lion Iraqi dinars.

He and his team re-established the
city’s banking system in record time and
coordinated the rebuilding and opening
of a new Central Bank of Basra, a project
costing $380,000.

JH accomplished what many thought
was impossible in the time. His final task
before leaving theatre on June 21 was to
formally hand the bank and the responsi-
bility for the security and storage of
money back to the people of Basra.

At the end of the war JH identified that
the Central Bank was in bad order and
that the money in it was in danger of
being stolen. British soldiers thwarted
attempted robberies on a nightly basis
and in one swoop the Irish Guards arrest-
ed 50 people trying to break into the safe.

“The Royal Engineers were called in to
open the safe and soldiers from The Black
Watch battle-group and No 2 Company,
Irish Guards basically rescued the con-
tents. The cash was then taken to 7 Brigade
HQ for safekeeping and stored in ISO
containers,” said Maj Jaggard-Hawkins.

The bank is now guarded by the new
Basra River Service.

He esublished 2 6We have already paid
out nearly $8 million
in emergency aid?

working relationship
with former bankers,
audit  departments
and key movers and
shakers in Basra to find out how the city’s
economy worked.

“We needed to know where the money
came from, where it went to and, most
importantly, who needed to be paid and
when. We audited and checked the money
before releasing it for the payment of civil
sector workers.

“Before the bank opened, we operated
from brigade headquarters and held an
economic meeting every morning. Burt it
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Bankgr of asra
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Loads of dosh: Maj lan Jaggard-Hawkins with some of the money he has dealt with

was very obvious that a city of 1.6 million
people needed a proper bank. We were left
with just a shell of a building and had only
ten days to get it up and running again.

“l contemplated phoning up one of
those ‘Changing Rooms’ programmes to
see if they would fly
over and help out but I
think even they would
have thought it was a
mission impossible.

“l contacted the
contractor the night before the project
was due to start, gave him the order, and
the next morning at 0730 he had 200
local Iraqi people on site to begin work.”

The design for the internal bank com-
plex consists of six offices, 15 payment
points for the up-and-coming pension
payments, three highly secure teller
points behind armoured glass and a safe
complex to store all the money in.

“This is a massive undertaking for an

AGC officer who normally deals with
8,000 people’s pay and administration,”
said Maj Jaggard-Hawkins. “I was respon-
sible for a huge amount of money. We
have already paid out nearly $8 million in
emergency aid and more than 43 billion
dinars to civil sector workers by hand. It’s
phenomenal.

“Everyone calls me the banker of Basra
and I suppose that’s what I am. It’s been
hard work and outside my level of compe-
tence but all military personnel have done
a tremendous job out here, adapting to
situations as they arise and doing things
that they are not normally expected to do.

“By opening the bank we will hopefully
encourage people to put their faith and
their money back in again and this will
help to develop an economic regeneration
of the city.”

The day after it opened, the bank start-
ed issuing emergency payments to 80,000
pensioners.



In just three months
7 Brigade has given
Basra a kick-start into
a brighter future

Report: Andrea Frazer
Pictures: Graeme Main

WHEN 7 Armoured Brigade handed
over command of the Basra province to
19 Mechanized Brigade last month, the
Desert Rats finally had the chance to
reflect on all that they had achieved.

Less than three months after the libera-
tion of Irag’s second city, the Brigade’s
area of operation had spread to cover the
entire province.

Responsibility for the city itself was
shouldered by the 1st Battalion, The
Black Watch, while the northern reaches
of Basra were covered by the 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers and
Cyclops Squadron, 2nd Roval Tank Regi-
ment.

Before being replaced in mid-June by a
Danish contingent, the Joint NBC Regi-
ment had set up home in Al Qurnah — the
location of the Garden of Eden and the
ancestral dwelling of the marsh Arabs.

The 1st Battalion, The Duke of
Wellington’s Regiment, reinforced by ]
Battery, 3rd Regiment, Royal Horse
Artillery, controlled the south, taking in
Umm Qasr, Az Zubayr and the Rumallah
oilfields.

Despite being the most dispersed unit
in theatre, the 5th Regiment, Royal Mili-
tary Police helped bring law and order
back to southern Iraq, re-establishishng
33 police stations and training Iraqi regu-
lar and auxiliary police forces.

Sapper, logistic and communications
expertise was provided by 32 Engineer
Regiment, 2 Close Support Regiment
RLC and 207 Signal Squadron.

The Rats made a rapid transition from
war-fighting to peace support operations
and battle-groups, some of which had
played leading roles in the fight for the
city, moved quickly into a dismounted
infantry role.

Soldiers provided force protection to
British military personnel and bases, as
well as guarding Basra’s infrastructure
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Hustle and bustle:
LCpl Colin Edwards
of D Coy, The Black
Watch, patrols
through Basra’s
thriving market,
above

Watchful eye: Cpl
Neil Clifford, centre,
of 5 RMP trains Iraqi
policeman Abdulla
Mohammed at the
new police station
in Umm Qasr

and key installations. Regular foot patrols
were conducted to reassure the local pop-
ulation, reduce incidents of crime, smug-
gling and tribal feuding and encourage
the removal of weapons from the streets.

Many of these static duties have now
been handed over to locally-employed
security guards and the Iraqgi police.

Maj Chris Parker, Chief of Staff, 7

Armd Bde, said: “It’s been a huge effort
and I don’t think that there has ever been
a time in history when we have had a
brigade move straight from war-fighting
into a peace-keeping operation within the
space of a few months.

“We are at a stage in Basra now that
took almost two years to reach in Kosovo
and things are going well. The honey-
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moon period has lasted, people are still
waving and giving us the thumbs-up.”
Soldiers have worked hard in tempera-
tures above 50C to raise the standard of
living for the Iraqgi people. Significant
progress has been made in the areas of
security, law and order, water and food
supply. Improvements to sanitation,
health and education, and the electricity
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Warm welcome: Cpl Brooke Bowater, left, serving with the
Joint NBC Regiment, mixes with locals in Al Qurnah

Riding high: Soldiers from 1
RRF conduct anti-smuggling
patrols on the Shatt al Arab,
above, with support from 28

Fancy footwork: LCpl Jamie
Moore and Pte Viliame Ratulevu
of 1 DWR, left, on patrol in the
town of Az Zubayr

Power station security: Tpr
Gavin Walker of Cyclops Sqn, 2
RTR, supervises a new guard
force with the help of interpreter
Abbas Hassan Salim, right

supply are ongoing, as well as the mainte-
nance of ports, airports and roads.

In short, the province has come to life
again. The markets are full, shops are well
stocked, the culture of fear is being
eroded and people are smiling.

“There is still a lot to do,” said Maj
Chris Parker. “And when the climate is
right, the next priority will be to start the

Engineer Regiment boat section |

process leading to democratic elections
and self-governance, but that will take
time.”

Departing British troops can hold their
heads high at a job well done in Iraqg.
However, the heat will not be the only
challenge to face those replacing them.
As the saying goes, “winning the peace is
more complicated than winning the war”.
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When mad dogs,
sappers and a former
Iragi para went out in
the midday sun

Report and picture:
Capt Angus Beaton

ABOUT 8km south-east of Basra, among
majestic date palms straddling a muddy
tributary of the Shatt al Arab, lies
Hamdan. Until the conflict, two sturdy
bridges linked the two parts of the village,
carrying local daily traffic.

To delay the coalition advance, Iragi
militia destroyed both bridges with explo-
sives, leaving villagers with either a pre-
carious balancing act across the wreckage
or a vehicle journey of many kilometres.

Restoring Hamdan’s bridges was a task
that needed prompt attention and sol-
diers from 2 Headquarters Squadron RE
spent several weeks labouring in intense
heat to reinstate the town’s vital links.

A temporary crossing was placed over
the northern bridge while work began on
removing the wreckage of the second.
This was a Bailey-type girder bridge,
much of which was salvaged for reuse.

“The greatest problem has been finding
replacement parts for those destroyed in
the explosion,” said SSgt John McLean,
who, with colleagues, had scoured the
countryside for suitable plates, girders
and framework.

With the approach of the Iragi summer
and daytime temperatures above 40C,
there was a risk of dehydration so the sap-
pers took regular breaks and drank sever-
al litres of water a day. Troop commander

New from old: Sappers from 2 HQ Sqn, 32 Armd Engr Regt manoeuvre sections from an

Iraqi Bailey bridge into position at Hamdan. They were rebuilding the crossing using
wreckage salvaged from the original bridge, demolished by militia early in the conflict

2nd Lt Rich Marsh said that although the
gap could have been spanned in five min-
utes using one of the squadron’s
armoured bridge-layers, the structure at
Hamdan needed to be permanent and the
squadron would eventually want its
bridge back.

Once the main framework of the bridge
was complete it was launched across
rollers and towed into place by a large
winch on the opposite bank. Spr Dean
Hudson, who was responsible for posi-
tioning and levelling the rollers to a toler-
ance of four millimetres, described his

involvement with the project as “brilliant
— what being an engineer is all about”.

The troop was augmented by Kaleed, a
local man, who had been involved with
the construction of the original bridge
and had tried to dissuade the militia from
destroying it.

Kaleed (or Harry as he was known to
the sappers) a former Iraqi paratrooper,
acted as interpreter and “fixer” for the
squadron.

Thanks to the sappers of 2 HQ
Squadron RE, life for the villagers of
Hamdan is getting back to normal.

Engineers rise to scrapheap challenge

PUTTING Basra back in touch with
Abu Bushayr on the eastern bank
of the Shatt al Arab turned out to
be an ambitious “Scrapheap
Challenge” project for soldiers of
Field Troop, 39 Armoured Engineer
Squadron.

They were tasked with spanning
a 200m gap across the site of a
two-lane, multi-span concrete
bridge destroyed in the 1991 Gulf
conflict. Local people had been
relying on a pontoon bridge which
was destroyed in the opening stages of Op
Telic.

The sappers decided to construct a new
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pontoon bridge and foraged for Bailey panels
and other components before building the
bridge in sections near their base and floating

the parts 2km down the river for
assembly at the crossing point. To
make way for the new structure,
the 33m remains of the old bridge
had to be removed from the river.
First vehicle to cross the
finished article was the Warrior of
Maj Doug Gibson, officer
commanding 39 Armd Engr Sqn.
The bridge — named after SSgt
Simon Cullingworth, 33 Engineer
Regiment EOD, who was killed in
action during Op Telic — was

officially opened with a fanfare of pipes and
drums supplied by the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers Battle-Group.
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Sappers help our man in Baghdad

OUR man in Baghdad was able to move
in soon after the war ended — thanks to a
little help from sappers serving with 36
Engineer Regiment’s 20 Field Squadron.

Following a Foreign and Common-
wealth Office request for British Army
help in reopening its embassy in the city,
soldiers from 20 Fd Sqn searched the

building and grounds, screened the
embassy and tested the water supply.
They also provided access for the ISO
containers from which the diplomatic
staff began their work.

Before moving on, the Roval Engineers
signed the embassy visitors’ book as “The
Liberators”.
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Two’s company: Not so much drawing a line in the sand as writing their name in the desert,
soldiers of 2 CS Regiment RLC form up for an Op Telic picture for the regimental scrapbook

Gutersloh loggies
so close to action

GUTERSLOH-based 2 Close Support
Regiment RLC deployed in strength to
sustain the Desert Rats in Irag.

The loggies flew out 511 troops at short
notice to support the operation, all of
them drawn from within the regiment
except for one Territorial Army soldier.

Kept as close to the warfighting ele-
ments as possible, 2 CS Regt deploved
with its RHQ, 76 Brigade Support
Squadron, 45 Divisional Troops Support
Squadron and the regimental workshop.

During the build-up to March 22 the
loggies issued training and operational
ammunition and a mass of urgent opera-

IF the stats are a reliable
guide, 10 Transport Regiment
RLC's role in the Gulf was cru-
cial to the success of the
British Army’s mission in
southern Iraq. Between Febru-
ary 20 and the end of May, the
loggies moved vast quantities
of combat supplies and materiel in theatre.

The regiment was reinforced by more
than 150 Territorial Army soldiers, drivers
from several transport units and a
squadron of Pioneers.

They covered 1,246,525km of road,
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Keeping
show
on road

tional requirements. In the space of seven
weeks they provided support to 53 units
and 16,500 personnel.

They moved 5,200 pallets of stores,
1,100 pallets of ammunition and pumped
4.5 million litres of fuel and provided
600,000 litres of drinking water.

The regiment also ran a “rehabilitation
centre” in which units leaving the theatre
could prepare vehicles and personnel for
movement to Kuwait and onwards.

Its soldiers have been heavily involved
in helping civilians, in particular villagers
near the regiment’s camp at Al Shaibah
airfield, 20km south-west of Basra.

moved 1,619 ISO containers,
notched up 2,214 store moves
by flatrack and transported
nearly 52 million litres of water.

The regiment, part of 102
Logistic Brigade, also shifted
550 tonnes of food and rations
to local people and delivered
144 tonnes of medical and hygiene stores
and 13.5 million litres of water.

Due back in the UK at the end of this
month, the regiment has been based near
Basra in southern Iraq after changing
locations on several occasions.

Hot foot: RSM Nick Petit and LCpl Jamie
Rowe cool off after their marathon stint

Desert run will
help children of
fallen comrades

LCpl Jamie Rowe and RSM Nick Petit from
the Tri-Service Bomb Disposal Unit based
in Iraq took their turns in a 100-mile spon-
sored run to raise money for the children of
colleagues killed in the war, writes Capt
Angus Beaton.

The marathon run was from Basra Inter-
national Airport, headquarters of British
Forces in Irag, to Camp Coyote in northern
Kuwait, from where British troops mounted
operations.

Twenty runners ran the course in 15
hours to raise cash which will be used to
build a trust fund for four young children of
three of the unit's soldiers — SSgt Simon
Cullingworth RE, Spr Luke Allsopp RE and
S8gt Chris Muir RLC — killed during the
conflict. .

Elements of the EOD group were among
the first coalition troops into Irag, clearing
mines and bombs to secure key installa-
tions.

Members of the team, drawn from all
three Services, are now supporting the
United Nations and non-governmental
organisations to identify areas requiring
clearance. They are also helping to educate
Iraq children to the dangers of playing with
mines and unexploded ordnance.

= J

London Redcaps
called up for Iraq

TWENTY-five Territorial Army police-
men and women from South London
were mobilised last month for service in
Iraq.

While the Redcaps from 253 Provost
Company RMP, based at Upper Tulse
Hill, were deploying to the Gulf, two
members of the unit, Cpl Maria James
and Cpl Lisa Lovell, were taking part in a
two-week exchange with US reservists in
Indiana.
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Teaching Resources
Over £17m has been invested in high quality new
classrooms, libraries, computer networks and floodlit
sports facilities. We accept a broad range of pupils
from many backgrounds. They leave us confident and
successful. 95% of A-Level 6th Form go to University.

100 Scholarships, Bursaries & Options

From 100% of full boarding fees, to free livery for a
horse at school, to scholarships for Art, Choral/Music
and Sport. Having just gone co-educational there are a
number of interesting awards for boarding boys. There
are remissions of up to 20% for Forces and other
categories of parental career. Over £500,000 is
awarded each year. Please ask for full details.

ONE OF THE UK’s LEADING CO-ED BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 11 - 19 YEARS
Why choose Queen Ethelburga’s for a boarding educa

» Our boarding facilities are considered to be the best in Europe

» A Sunday Times’ Top UK School for GCSE & A-Levels results

» Our Key Stage 3 Test Results are well above the National Average
» We have invested over £17,000,000 in new facilities and resources
» Equestrian minded students can bring their horse to school with FREE Livery FOR Ah‘
» We offer over 100 dlfferent Scholarships, Bursaries and Riding Options

tion?

FORCES

Boarding Facilities - every bedroom has...
Direct dial telephone & voice mail, TV/Video (on tlmer),
music centre, safe, hot drinks facility, fridge, iron, hair
dryer, heated towel rail, fitted carpet, wash hand basin,
powered ventilation, fire sensor, study area and more.
Many rooms have their own ensuite bathroom.

Equestrian Facilities
Boarding pupils can bring their horse to school with
free livery. The Royal Court Equestrian Centre is part
of our campus and has 185 stables, 10 acres all
weather floodlit surfaces, Olympic sized indoor arena,
3 cross country courses and more. Sixth Form can
study BHSAI and Equestrian Management. Instructors
include Karen Dixon - Olympic Eventer.

THE ONLY INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS OFFERING A 20% REMISSION

OFF BOARDING FEES FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED F’f“‘iﬁ’"
Co-educational Day, Weekly & Full Boarding 3 to 19 years (Boarding from 6 year

We think there are four important points that make our schools your ideal choice for a boardlng
education for your child. Firstly we understand the needs of service families. We have staff who are
married to serving members of the forces. We have decades of experience in ensuring your child will
settle well, be confident and successful. Secondly our boarding facilities are the best of any
independent school in Europe. Thirdly QE is one of the Sunday Times Top UK Schools for GCSE and
A-Level results. Our Key Stage 2 & 3 exam results are well above the national average. Fourthly we are
the only leading Independent Schools offering a 20% Remission for members of the Armed Forces.

Chapter House Preparatory School

ONE OF THE UK’s LEADING CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 3 - 11 YEARS |

W Girls & Boys boarding from 6 years of age. Caring, friendly staff -

B Superb new boarding facilities - probably the best in Europe.

B Every bedroom has:in/out telephone, voice mail, Music Centre,
TVINVideo (on timer), Fridge and more. Many bedrooms have ‘
ensuite bathrooms.Our new boarding house is very comfortable.
Please visit us to see how good our first class boarding is.

& B One of the UK’s Top Schools for Key Stage 2 Exam Results. -

j ® Amazing Equestrian Centre - possible FREE livery for boarders

% B Seamless move to Queen Ethelburga’s College at 11 years

B Huge investment in new teaching facilities and resources

B Small classes with dedicated and friendly professional teachers

We are a Sunday Times’ UK Top 100
Preparatory School for Academic Results.

Pupils are happy, confident and successful m A happy school where every child is treated as an individual <

Easy to get to by |
road, rail & air. |
10 minutes |
from A1M :

Queen Ethelburga's College Charitable Foundation (Reg No: 1012924) for the purposes of Education

QUEEN ETHELBURGA'’S COLLEGE & CHAPTER HOUSE PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. Y026 9SZ. Telephone for prospectus & video: 08707 42 33 30
You may care to visit our website: www. queenethelburgas.edu. E-mail: remember@compuserve.com




Gurkha sappers in hot seat

A VITAL task taken on by Gurkha sappers
during Op Telic was producing deep
trench latrine covers.

Four hundred of varying designs were
constructed by the Workshop Troop of 70
Gurkha Field Support Squadron, part of 36
Engineer Regiment.

Quality was the order of the day, with
troop commander Capt Ray Morris
Shaheb said to have sat on them all before
allowing them to be sent forward to units.

The troop reckons it has designs to suit
every need, as long as privacy is not at the
top of the list. Other tasks taken on by the

workshops included markers for the berm
breach into Iraq, dog traps, Tac signs and
never-ending requests to improve living
conditions for units in the field.

A key job was the production of flooring
for 84 Medical Supply Squadron RLC.

Within 24 hours of the start of the coali-
tion ground offensive, 59 Gurkha Fd Sgn
had deployed into Iraq, G Tp to Umm Qasr
in support of 17 Port and Maritime Regi-
ment RLC, the squadron HQ to lead the
building of a prisoner-of-war facility, and |
Tp north with 20 Fd Sqgn in support of the
Joint Helicopter Force.

You did well: Prime Minister Tony Blair addresses soldiers stationed in southern Iraq

You won respect

of world -

PRIME Minister Tony Blair told British
troops deployed in Basra that they had
won universal respect and admiration for
the manner in which they had conducted
themselves during the war to liberate
Iraq.

Speaking to soldiers engaged on peace-
keeping and reconstruction tasks in the
country’s second city, Mr Blair said: “I
know there was a lot of disagreement in
the country about the wisdom of my deci-
sion to order the action, but I can assure
vou of one thing — there is absolutely no
dispute in Britain at all about vour pro-
fessionalism and your courage and your
dedication, and not just in the way you
won the war — which was extraordinary —
but in the way vou are conducting the
peace, which is remarkable.

“The taking of the Al Faw peninsula
and then the taking of Basra, and the way
it was done with the minimum loss of
civilian life, is famous right around the
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world now,” he said. “You should know
that you have brought tremendous
honour on our country and respect and
admiration everywhere for the way that
you did that.”

Mr Blair said he hoped that in a year or
two it would be possible for soldiers to
return to Iraq to see the changes they had
brought about “because in a way what
you did serves as a model of how armed
forces anywhere in the world should con-
duct themselves.

“You fought the battle and you won the
battle, and you foughr it with great
courage and valour, but it didn’t stop
there — you then went on to make some-
thing of the country that you had liberat-
ed, and I think that’s a great lesson for
armed forces the world over.”

He concluded: “You’ve made our
whole country hold our head up high and
I think that’s a wonderful achievement.
It’s your achievement and thank you.”

Gen'i m_‘éan'
let's be ihawng It

MORE than 100 ndmhadbemsub--
mitted to the MoD’s Gems reward
scheme by the end of May as a direct
result of experience gained on Op
Tebe, ‘

They ranged from suggestions for
Land Rover mirror mounts to laptop
computer protection, from local
public announcement systems to mil-
itary webbing designs.

The Gems scheme was started in-
theatre during February specifically
to cash in on ideas coming thick and
fast out of the pressure-cooker envi-
ronment of a major military deploy-
ment. Awards and interim payments
of more than £2,000 were made in-
theatre to promote the scheme.

® Personnel deployed on Telic are
being encouraged to submit their good
ideas to their local award group at ES
Branch, HQ JFLogC, BFPO 643.

Jock’s way with
words proves
useful in Basra

AS an Arabic speaker in The Black Watch,
Pte James Fyfe, below, is unigue.

When the 1st Battalion was warned off for
Op Telic, it was decided he would be best
used with the signals platoon and battalion
headquarters.

From there he could be deployed wherever
he was most needed, '
whether assisting with
the handling of enemy
prisoners-of-war in Az
Zubayr or helping to
control crowds surging on
food and water
distribution points in the
slums of Basra.

James, whose father is
a marine contractor,
learned to speak Arabic
while his family was
based in Cairo for several
years. He had planned to
join the Royal Navy, but Ple James Fyie
suffers from dyslexia and struggled with the i
entrance tests.

But he was determined to make a career in
the Services so took the advice of the
Dunfermline Army Careers Information Office
and joined The Black Watch.

James has been a vital link between the
operational planners in the battalion
headquarters and local people. He has
researched key information requirements for
the Army, explained coalition policy to people
he has met and passed back their fears and
concerns.




COURT MARTIAL!
POLICE INVESTIGATION!

MILITARY LAW SPECIALISTS

< ALDERSHOT CHRIS HILL 01252 343567
<+ BULFORD TREVOR LINE 01980 624636
% CATTERICK STEPHEN EARL 0191 2617700
< COLCHESTER DAVID HOWELL 01206 241720

ASK FOR AN EXPERT

We are qualified to appear at Summary Appeals Courts and Courts Martial
We provide free advice and assistance at Military and Civil Police Interviews
We are conveniently located near the Military Court centres

YOU DESERVE THE BEST

WE HAVE A SOLUTION

TO YOUR DEBT PROBLEMS

o Is debt effecting your life,
relationships, or work ?

« Do you dread the mail
in the morning - or the
phone ringing ?

!
l
l'

Our aim is to get you out of

debt within 60 months

R "l

L
Strict confidentiality assured - No employer '.i'q
contact - We employ EX-Armed Forces

- NO IA
- -
‘f 351 Ol
personnel as counsellors, who understand
through personal experience the siress of the

job with DEBT! Automatlc acceptance ﬂ@r
For real solutions - not more loans call HMJFOI’CGS personnel

Johions o2 EovrT g
s 0800 731781

Subject to terms and conditions
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Broadcasting to
troops at war was
life-changing for
rock 'n’ roll DJs

Report: Andrea Frazer
Picture: Graeme Main

VIRGIN Radio’s “Backing our Boys”
programme, broadcast every weekend
during the Gulf War, generated such an
overwhelming response that the station’s
DJs described it as a “life-changing expe-
rience”.

Teaming up with BFBS, Virgin dedicat-
ed a two-hour radio show to the troops
every Saturday and Sunday morning for
an eight-week period. The station was
swamped with more than 12,000 requests
from family, friends and well-wishers for
those on operations. Extra staff worked
seven days a week just to process the calls.

With the help of BFBS, it also managed
to broadcast messages from the troops to
those waiting for news at home.

The response had a powerful effect on
Virgin DJs Jezza Kyle and Ben Jones, who
fronted the show with
BFBS’s Glenn Mansell.

“It was an extraordinary
experience, definitely the

Casualty lists
put a premium

*
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Jdenritory

Good morning Iraq: Broadcasting to Servicemen and women in the Gulf and talking to their
families and friends back home was an “extraordinary experience” for Virgin Radio DJ Jezza

“Communication was a problem,
satellite phones had been turned off,
blueys were irregular . . . and all of a
sudden here was a radio show that was
linking people, simultaneously broad-
casting messages in Britain and across to
the 40,000 troops in the Gulf,” said
Jezza. “It was all about human beings and
it definitely struck a chord with our lis-
teners as well as people who had never
heard the station before.

“I think the show captured the mood of
the nation without getting political and
without discussing the rights
and wrongs of the conflict.”

The programmes tried to
strike a balance between the

most upliftit}g thi_ng I have ‘on accu racy seriousness of th'e situation,

ever done,” said Jezza. the strong emotions gener-

“When you hear a kid bAda:ntin‘g aspect::l,'th_e ated and the humour which

saying ‘Daddy please come rof aaﬁ?:?n;r:avl’lzs - the military inevitably finds
Ll

home’, it’s heartbreaking.
This was the first time in my
broadcast career that I
nearly lost it.”

The “Backing our Boys”
show was a significant com-
mitment for a rock ‘n’ roll
station with a reputation for
good music and having a
laugh. It provided an invalu-
able lifeline, lifting the spir-
its of those deployed and
their families.
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messages and requests
against casualty lists.
“When somebody gives
you a list of those killed
ten minutes before your
programme, it really makes
you think hard about what
you’re doing,” said Jezza.
He relied heavily on the
experience BFBS has
gained over the years to
minimise the chances of
mistakes and avoid unnec-
essary distress to families.

in the darkest situations.
“We heard from women
who had become mums
while their partners were in
the Gulf, we broadcast on-
air marriage proposals and
talked about what sort of
parties they were going to
have when it was over,” said
Jezza. “We heard of Service-
men and women who had
missed anniversaries, wed-
dings and funerals, It was

extremely touching. One minute we had
someone sobbing their heart out and the
next we’re being told about the more
unusual items people sent out in food
parcels.

“One woman told me she’d sent her son
a food parcel every day and had got a
letter back from him saying five had
turned up at once and that all his mates
were calling him a charity case, so would
she please stop sending them.”

None of the Virgin DJs had previous
experience of the Forces. Glenn Mansell
explained: “It was a steep learning curve
for them — we got a few bombardiers
instead of brigadiers, but they caught on
quickly.”

“It didn’t matter to me if it was a
squadron leader, a staff sergeant or a
sapper,” said Jezza. “It was all about
people. What struck me most was the
camaraderie between men and women in
the Gulf and families back home. They
were all supporting each other, looking
out for each other.

“I'm glad we were able to give as many
people as possible the opportunity to get
their stories across. We were there at the
right time to provide a line of communi-
cation that had been closed but once that
line was opened again, it was important
that we stepped aside.

“But I did get three wedding invites out
of the experience,” he added.




Military plays vital
role in delivering aid
projects where they
are needed most

Report: Andrea Frazer
Pictures: Graeme Main

ACTIONS are certainly speaking louder
than words in the British area of opera-
tions in southern Iraq, where £10 million
of UK cash is funding quick impact pro-
jects to help rebuild the country.

QIPs, as they are known, are one of 1
(UK) Armoured Division’s best-kept
secrets. Developed as a result of experi-
ence gained in Afghanistan, the system is
viewed as the most efficient way of pro-
viding timely, quick-fix projects in-theatre.

It forms a fundamental part of the mili-
tary’s approach to peace-support opera-
tions in southern Iraq. British troops are
responsible for identifying and imple-
menting projects on their patch.

So far, 90 have been completed, 200
more are in progress and about 40 new
ones are being authorised each week.

W02 Mark Brockway, of 1 (UK)
Armoured Division Civil Affairs Group,
said: “We rely heavily on the eyes and ears
of the guys on the ground to identify
needs at local level.

“The vast majority of QIPs have come
about from soldiers listening to local
people, realising something is not hap-
pening and passing that up through the
G5 [civil-military cooperation] chain.

“The beauty of the programme is the
speed with which projects are turned
around. Control of the money has been
given to G5 to make the process as quick
as possible.

“The mechanism works very efficiently.
Proposals are assessed within 24 hours
and, if approved, money is released and
work can begin within days.”

QIPs now cover the entire British area
and affect all aspects of Iraqi life, from
providing food, water and healthcare to
kick-starting southern Iraq’s oil industry.

Other nations have been impressed by
the scheme. “Projects can range from
something simple but necessary, such as
fitting new tyres on an ambulance and
replacing batteries on essential genera-
tors, through to large-scale infrastruc-
ture,” said WO2 Brockway.

“We have completed various projects
relating to heath, education, the economy,
power, public services, telecommunica-

All smiles: Cpl John Ryan, above, of 207 Signal Squadron
shares a joke with children at an orphanage in Basra

Thirsty work: Spr Paddy Black and Cpl Ty Starke, right,
both with 32 Engineer Regiment, fill water tankers at the
British Army’s reverse osmosis plant in Basra

It's good to talk: 2nd Lt Gareth Jones, below, of the Joint
NBC Regiment, discusses local issues with a community
leader in Al Qurnah during a foot patrol north of Basra

tions and transport and have done a lot in
relation to food and aid distribution and
the provision of water and sanitation.

“The largest spend so far has been on
law .-and order. Over 60 per cent of the
total funds have gone into refurbishing 56
police stations, three prisons, and seven
court houses. Cash has also been used to
provide uniforms and equipment for
nearly 10,000 Iragi policemen.”

Progress achieved in the two months

I. b
-o"vlo .
p i1 PO

since the conflict has been staggering.
“More than 200 schools are returning to
full effectiveness, the phone system in
Basra is up and running again and cater-
ing for 45,000 subscribers, and we are
working on a strategic health programme
to inoculate the entire population of
southern Iraq against various diseases.”
“Most of the labour for the projects is
sourced locally. To date we have employed
about 16,000 Iraqis, so the money we are
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spending is being largely kept within the
Iragi economy.”

Non-military organisations are consult-
ed to ensure aid is not duplicated and that
there is a balance of assistance through-
out the area.

“The money has been used wisely and
demonstrates the commitment of the
British Army and the British Government
to the people of southern Irag. They can
clearly see money being invested in the
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Fresh start, left:
An Iraqi police-
man shows off
his new-look
uniform during
a joint patrol in
the town of Az
Zubayr

infrastructure to directly benefit them. We
still have problems with people stealing
the infrastructure we repair, but with the
support of religious leaders we hope these
incidents will reduce.

“Inevitably we will never be able to do
everything as quickly as people would like
us to, but the quick impact projects really
are making a huge impact in this area and
I am incredibly proud to be involved,”
said WO2 Brockway.

Why the long face? Pte Matthew Hawes,
above, of 1 DWR, with Copenhagen. Ever
on the look-out for a pet project, soldiers
from the 1st Battalion, The Duke of
Wellington’s Regiment rescued the
donkey from the streets of Az Zubayr.

Named Copenhagen after Wellington's
charger, the animal had been beaten, was
covered in sores and suffering from mal-
nutrition.

Capt Peter Lee, 1 DWR, said: “We took
him back to our base, where our medic is
getting him back to good health. The sol-
diers have been treating him as a pet.

“We hope to hand him on to the unit
replacing us, unless of course he is fit to
return to donkey society in Az Zubayr.”

@ Eagle-eyed tankies: A team of tankies from
Cyclops Squadron, 2nd Royal Tank Regiment
apprehended a car-jacker north of Basra and
handed him over to the judicial system.
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UK Prep Boarding School
Boys and Girls 6 to 11yrs
20% Remission to Forces

We are a small, friendly, modern boarding
school. We have just spent over £1million
on making our boarding accommodation the
best in the UK. We have a history of being a
Sunday Times Top 100 UK Preparatory
School for Academic Results. In the Key
Stage 2 Tests almost half our 10 year olds
achieved level 5 ~ the supposed benchmark
for 13 year olds! Our Sport and Leisure
activities are amazing. If you want to give
your child the very best, happiest start in life,
then please ask for our prospectus and video.
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Incoming: Soldiers serving with 460 Port Troop RLC, part of the Falkland Islands Transport
and Movements Squadron, unload supplies at East Cove Military Port in Mare Harbour on
East Falkland. The troop's parent unit is 17 Port and Maritime Regiment RLC, based at the
Army’s other — and better-known — independent military port, the Sea Mounting Centre at
Marchwood, near Southampton. The troop’s plant, movements, vessel and LAD sections
provide the islands with a comprehensive reception, offloading and re-loading service.

Queen’s birthday honours

Order of Saint Michael and Saint George
CMG: Brig G C M Lamb OBE, late QOH.

Order of the British Empire
KBE: Lt Gen C N G Delves CBE DSO, late D
and D.

CBE: Brig T McG Brown OBE, late RE; Brig
S P Cowlam MBE, late RLC; Brig A P Far-
quhar MBE, late GH; Maj Gen G G Messervy-
Whiting MBE, late Int Corps; Col S L Porter,
late R Anglian; Col | R Sinclair, late RA.

OBE: Lt Col A D C Clacher MBE, RLC; Lt
Col J W Garnett MBE, RTR; Lt Col J D Hand-
ford, Para; Lt Col C J Harvey TD, REME TA; Lt
Col C R Mason TD, RRW TA; Lt Col J A M
McCurdy, KOSB; Lt Col H P A MacNair, Hidrs;
Lt Col D J Norton, RLC; Col M W Poffley, late
RLC; Col A C Sheppard MBE, late RE; Lt Col
D M Stewart, AGC (Army Legal Services); Lt
Col A L Welch, RRF; Lt Col P W J Whitehead,
R Signals.

Lt Col F Brancato, Royal Gibraltar Regt.

MBE: Maj A C Ahl, REME; WO1 C D
Axford, RE; Maj C Bacon, RA; Sgt S S Bailey,
RLC; Rev | C Barclay, RAChD TA; WO1 T M
Brown, R Signals; Sgt M Byrne, ACG (SPS);
Maj D K B Cadwallader TD, RAMC TA; Maj P
J Cloney, IG; WO1 G A Coffin, R Signals; Maj
L P B Cradden, Para; Capt N M Crowther TD,
Para TA; SSgt J M Daly, REME.

Maj C Davies, AGC (SPS); SSgt T M
Doherty, RAMC TA; Acting Major R H Donnell,
West Lowland Bn ACF; Capt C D Drew, R Sig-

SOLDIER July 2003

nals: Cpl D N Evans, RLC; WO2 A Fulton, Int
Corps; WO2 A Garner, LI; WO2 | MacL Gillies,
RE; Maj A D Gow, Para; WO2 M J Gray, Hldrs;
WO1 A E Hall, REME; Acting Major N H Hay,
Staffordshire and West Midlands (North)
ACF; W02 C JW Hill, RE; WO1TW Hope, RA
TA; Maj R T Howells, AGC (ETS); Maj J Hunt,
RLC TA: Maj J R Hunt BEM, RRF; Sgt M R A
Jackson, R Signals; Capt J P Jacobs BEM, Int
Corps; WO2 P J Jacques, RA; WO2 P D
Jowett, RE; SSgt R Lawley, RLC.

Capt P W Leighton, RAMC; Capt V P
Maher, RHG/D; Actg Capt R E McCauliffe,
Surrey ACF: Maj G MclLeod TD JP, A and SH
TA; Capt P A McNaughton, Para; WO2 P D
Milton, RA; Major N T Nash, RAMC TA; Capt D
H Neal, PWRR; Sgt R M Robinson, AGC
(RMP).

WO1 M W Robson, Para; Capt T J Roper,
The Royal Rifle Volunteers TA; Lt Col JW C
Shadbolt TD, RRW TA; Maj J G Spence, SG;
Capt P J Stoddart, R Signals; Maj R P D
Thompson, RRF; Sgt S J Webster, RLC; Maj
M H L Whistler, LI; Capt F M Woodrow DCM,
Para; Capt D Wroe, The East and West Riding
Regiment TA.

Maj J Perez, Royal Gibraltar Regt.

QVRM: Sgt W G M Anderson, RA TA; WO2
S Priddle, Royal Rifle Volunteers TA; W02 S C
L Smart, Cambridge UOTC TA; Brig J R
Thomson TD, late RA TA; Maj T Walker TD,
General List TA.

Credit Action Director Keith Tondeur, will
be pleased to answer, in confidence,
specific questions addressed to the Editor.

Grief for best
mate drove
L to spend,
spend, spend

PRIVATE L couldn’t believe it when he
heard his best mate, his closest friend
since he was ten, had been killed in a
motor-cycle accident.
They had done everything together and
he had been looking forward to their next
trip, to France to stock up on duty-free.
The tragic news made Pte L think about
life and how it could be snuffed out so
easily. He had a motorbike too. As he
thought things through it made him
determined to live life to the full and so for
the next 12 months he spent as if there
was no tomorrow.
SPENDING SPREE
He bought a new Suzuki on credit,
changed his wardrobe and took an
expensive holiday to the Maldives. It
wasn't long before he was struggling to
pay even the minimum amounts due on
his credit cards and within a few months
he even started missing some of these. He
ignored letters sent to him requesting
payment and before long one of his loans
was put with a debt collector.
This was bad enough but he was now
facing an additional pressure. He had met
a girl and they wanted to live together. She
was in a good job and they wanted to buy
a small flat together. The trouble was that
he was being threatened with a county
court judgement (CCJ) which would have
threatened his ability to get a mortgage or
any other type of credit for six years.
NOT SENSIBLE
Pte L realised that this was not a
sensible way of starting a serious
relationship. Worried, he contacted the
Credit Action-Consumer Credit
Counselling Service helpline (0800
1381111) and explained the situation.
Having dealt with the emergency and
getting the creditor to remove the threat of
the CCJ, they were able to interview Pte L
over the phone at his convenience and
arrange for him to go on a debt
management plan. This in effect means
that out of his surplus income he made
one payment to CCCS every month and
they distributed the money to his creditors
free of charge.
. And, yes, they got their mortgage and
are in the flat today.
If you have any form of debt or money
problems please contact the Credit Action-
CCCS helpline below for free confidential
advice.

0800 1381111 or
www.creditaction.com



Fighting crime, protecting people

Train to be a Police Officer
Starting Salary £18,264

Greater Manchester Police is the largest force in the UK outside London and,
with a new Chief Constable, has embarked on the biggest expansion ever
seen of any force. That means real opportunities for anyone joining now. And
don't forget, the force covers a wide area. From Bury in the North, to Stockport
in the South, and from Wigan in the West, to Tameside in the East

As a police officer, the only predictability is unpredictability. Responding to
incidents, tragedies, accidents, happy events, sad events, historic occasions,
helping the elderly or the young are all part of the job - as is a lot of paperwork
and documentation to ensure all our records and paperwork are watertight.
That comes with the territory. But real buzz and excitement and not knowing
quite what's going to happen next, coupled with a sense of contributing to
maintaining law and order in our ever changing society, makes this a really
great career. Great for men or women, from any background, aged 18%2+

So what happens when you join? You'll get comprehensive basic training to
be a uniformed officer, and on-going support to help you progress. At the end
of two years, you are a trained officer and immediately there is a whole range
of options to choose from. You could stay in uniform and train to go onto a
higher rank. Or you could choose to specialise in an

area such as CID, Firearms, Dog Handling, Mounted, £
Drugs and many others. m

Besides the excellent starting salary, there are
other benefits such as health care and free travel
on local public transport.

So, if you are fit, healthy and of good character,
call our recruitment line on 0161 856 2333 or get
all you need from www.gmp-recruitment.co.uk

Greater Mﬁmhesief POI.'(E

www.gmp-recruitment.co.uk

Are you in trouble?
Maybe we can help you

Recent changes in the Army disciplinary system have seen an
increase in Service personnel eligible for Army Legal Aid to be
represented and advised by qualified personnel

We at RICHARD GRIFFITHS & CO, SOLICITORS
are specialists in military and civilian criminal law.
In addition to our own team we use the services of specialist
barristers from 3 PUMP COURT CHAMBERS, LONDON.

We offer

FREE initial interview
Expert knowledge of the military system

A user-friendly service
Barrister representation at Courts Martial
A 24-hour ‘on call’ cover.

Our experience based on many years of practice extends from the least
serious to the most serious. (C.0.’s award to General Courts Martial and
Appeals including ‘Summary Appeal Courts Procedure’.)

One call and you can be receiving advice.

Richard Griffiths & Co
18 Milford Street
Salisbury SP1 2AP

Daytime no. 01722 329966
Fax 01722 329988
24-hour pager 07659 136196

Specialist Legal Advice

Personal Injury Claims
Police Interview
Courts Martial
Family & Matrimonial Problems

Nigel Burn and Gilbert Blades are well known
for their Courts Martial expertise throughout
the UK and Europe

Wilkin
Chapman
Epton
Blades N

Contact:
Nigel Burn or Gilbert Blades
BANK STREET, LINCOLN

LN2 1DR

Tel: (01522) 512345

between 9am - 5.15pm or

Nigel Burn

Mobile: 07775860608 after 6pm
www. witkinchapman.co. uk

Solicitors

THE EXPERIENCE TO SOLVE EVERY INDIVIDUAL PROBLEM

]Fh.-.. FRpa—— i
L D
iy ’

up to

/5% discount

on your car insurance

At Bell Direct we target only the best professionals
So, if you have a full No Claims Bonus, we can offer you up

to 75% discount on your car insurance.

Even if you don't have a full No Claims Bonus, you can still
get a 10% discount if you pay by credit or debit card.

L4

Are you the best?

Call now quoting SOL 04
0800 140 180

Part of the Admiral group
Member of the General Insurance Standards Council

BELL
DIRECHE
direct.co.u
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This is tor-ture

... which is why 2,400 competitive
teenagers love the challenge of it

IT is all very well telling 2,400 teenagers
that the Ten Tors Challenge is not a race.
The fact is, it will not make the slightest
bit of difference to the determination, grit
and competitiveness of any of them. They
all want to finish first, writes Karen
Moseley.

The great annual adventure in late
spring on Dartmoor has been running
for 43 years, the last 17 of which
have been organised by 43
(Wessex) Brigade. Four hun-
dred teams of six participants
from schools, Scout groups,
cadet forces and clubs across
the South West brave the
moor’s infamous weather to
walk and map-read their way
to the finish line via ten of the
craggy tors.

Depending on age and
experience, the youngsters
walk 35, 45 or 55 miles.
Although much preparation takes
place beforehand, the teams do not
know which route they are allocat-
ed until just before the event starts.

The well-established Jubilee
Challenge for youngsters with spe-
cial needs takes place over the same
weekend. Participants, many in
wheelchairs, enter as members of a
team or as individuals and trek a
predetermined route of seven-and-
a-half to 15 miles across northern
Dartmoor. They are assisted by vol-
unteers from Exeter University
Officers’ Training Corps.

Fields surrounding the normally
quiet Okehampton camp, an old
Victorian base high on the moors over-
looking the town, were reminiscent of a
holiday site, with hundreds of tents set up
to accommodate the teams and their
managers.

The night before the event suppers
were cooked over camp fires and voung
people, many in distinctive team colours,
played football and frisbee. The kit of
every walker was checked to make sure
they had all the compulsory equipment to
keep them safe.

Early the next morning the walkers
gathered on the start line for a blessing
from the Bishop of Plymouth and words
of encouragement from Maj Gen Nick
Cottam, GOC 5 Div. Blasts from two light
guns of 29 Commando Regiment RA sig-
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Keeping them going: LCpl
Jane Davarian, 243 Fd
Hosp, right, attends to one
of the Ten Tors walkers

nalled the start. One person described the
dash down the slope and across the valley
as reminiscent of the native hordes swarm-
ing down the slopes in the film Zulu. They
quickly disappeared from sight, to spend
two days in a mixture of sunshine, showers
and the inevitable mist.

Maj Mike Pether of 43 (Wessex)
Brigade, who has organised the event for
the past 11 years, described this year’s Ten
Tors as an outstanding success. “The
courage and determination of all who
took part is a credit to the youth of the
South West,” he said.

“The young people are the stars of the
show and this event helps them to learn
self-reliance, discipline and an awareness
of the environment. For many, nothing in

Not far to go: Event organiser Maj Mike Pether, left, with Martin Stewart, Kirston Sanders and
Daine Jones at the start of the Ten Tors Challenge across craggy Dartmoor

Picture: Sgt Brian Gamble

their lives will match the feeling of real
achievement when they crossed the fin-
ishing line.”

Ten Tors is no gentle walk in the coun-
tryside; north Dartmoor is exposed,

remote and hard to walk. Out of the 400

teams taking part, 352 completed the
course and crossed the finishing line by
1700 the following day.

Although it is not a race, the first teams
home were Plymouth Duke of Edinburgh
Award (45 miles) at 0849; Erme and
Yealm Valley Hill Walking Club (35) at
0918; King Edward’s School, Bath (35) at
0923; and Kings School, Ely (35) at
0924. Katherine Lady Berkeley’s School,
Wotton-under-Edge, Glos, was the first
55-miles team home at 1034.




M)/ URI GELLER

‘It was me or him - so | fired’

The celebrated psychic

f
?
|
|
|

entertainer is haunted
by the memory of the
soldier he killed in the
Six-Day War of 1967

Interview: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

TO the world Uri Geller is the man who
bends forks, spoons and keys, and starts
(or stops) watches and clocks by the sheer
power of his will.

Sceptics say it’s some kind of trickery,
but seeing is believing and where Uri
goes, scientifically unexplained phenome-
na follow. Many of the things he does defy
rational explanation.

A paranormal person? Well maybe, but
Uri is certainly charming, impressive,
engaging and energetic.

But what most people may not know is
that before his rise to worldwide star-
dom, this extraordinary man was a sol-
dier who survived a war and battlefield
wounds.

Uri was born in 1946 in what is now
Israel, but what was then Palestine.

His father was a career military man,
serving first with the Hungarian Army,
then as a sergeant in the British Army
in North Africa with the Jewish Brigade
before joining units fighting for a free
Israel, and finally with the Israeli Army.

Describing his early life when Soldier
visited him at his home in Berkshire, Uri
said that when he was ten he moved to
Cyprus, where his parents ran a small
hotel that held a secret.

“It was a safe house for agents from
Mossad, the Israeli intelligence-gather-
ing, covert-action and counter-terrorism
organisation,” he said.

“One of the agents living there wit-
nessed me bending spoons and told me
that when I became 17 I should go back to
Israel, join the paratroopers, go to officer
school, and then come and find him.

“I was so excited because I thought I
was going to become a super-spy for
Mossad.”

The return to his homeland came
about when the hotel closed and his step-
father died. When he was old enough, Uri
fulfilled his promise and volunteered for
the paratroopers, earning his red beret
and wings. When he learned that his

Contemplation: Uri Geller recalls his time as a paratrooper in the Israeli Army and the horrifying moment when speed of thought resulted in survival

mentor had been killed he was shattered.

“That night I fell asleep during a
manoeuvre in the officer school and I was
kicked out. I was gutted anyhow.”

The following morning he awoke to
sirens wailing all over Tel Aviv and the
news that Israeli Air Force jets had
destroyed the Egyptian Air Force. It was
the first day of the 1967 Six-Day War.

“I went back to my unit and they
weren’t sure what to do with me. Eventu-
ally I was put in charge of eight men in
two command cars. We were ordered
towards Jerusalem and our instructions
were to take over the French Hill in
Ramallah.

“We were a back-up unit for eight light-
armoured vehicles but were no match for
the Jordanian tanks we had to fight. We

came under a huge barrage of fire that I
had never experienced even in my worst
nightmares.

“I got my men behind the wall of a local
Arab cemetery. Our light-armoured vehi-
cles were being plucked off. I saw my cap-
tain die and my soldiers blown apart.”

Then came what Uri described as the
most horrifying moment in his life.

“A Jordanian soldier jumped out from
behind a rock aiming his gun at me. I had
an Uz and we looked each other in the
eye — it was milliseconds.

“The thing that flashed through my
brain was whoever pressed the trigger first
would survive.

“I shot him and killed him.”

Half an hour later Uri was hit, a bullet
passing through his right forearm,
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although luckily it did not hit the bone.
Then his left elbow was shattered and 20
minutes later he was hit again, probably
by a ricochet.

He woke up in hospital in Hadassah in
Jerusalem.

“That was when it dawned on me that I
had killed a man, another human being. I
still find it difficult to come to terms with.
I know that I will meet this man again on
the other side.

“He is almost like a part of me now.”

Recovering from his injuries, Uri left
the Army and soon his extraordinary abil-
ities made him a household name.

From mineral dowsing to bending and
softening spoons and keys, mending
broken watches, moving compasses with
the power of thought and myriad other
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Proof: In this Soldier picture sequence, Geller bends a metal fork through 90 degrees

Top-drawer tip started it all

URI Geller puts his rise to fame down to
luck — and a recommendation from former
Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir.

It all started when he was working as a
male model after he left the Army.

“One day | bent a key and a photograph-
er was so shocked that he invited me to his
home to demonstrate my powers to his
friends. | said OK, as long as you pay me. |
needed the money; my mother was still
working as a seamstress and waitress.

“So | went to his home and that was
when | realised | have something that can
astound people no matter how trivial it is,

such as spoon-bending or fixing watches.”

People began inviting him to parties and
one day he attended an event at which the
Israeli premier was present.

“I sent her to the loo to do a drawing in
secret and when she came back | drew
what she had done without being shown.

“The next day she was being inter-
viewed on Israeli radio and the presenter
asked her what she predicted for the
future of Israel.

She replied without hesitation: ‘Don’t
ask me, ask Uri Geller! That was it. The

phone starting ringing.”

activities, Uri is by any standard a re-
markable man.

After several years as a TV celebrity in
Israel, he went to the Stanford Research
Institute in California in 1972 for his abil-
ities to be scientifically examined. But the
boffins could not explain his skills.

Now he has found a new avenue for the
talents which have made him a celebrity.

“Today I teach people not spoon bend-
ing but motivation. Anyone can, with the
power of belief, change their lives for the
better and I believe we can all do it.
Believe in your own talents.”

Away from his unusual world, Uri has
written 13 books and has been closely
involved with Exeter City Football Club.
How his links with the team known as
“the Grecians” came about is a story in

itself. His son Daniel developed a “fixa-
tion” abour the club and persuaded Urito
visit the city with him. When they arrived,
Daniel navigated their way through the
streets and took his father to ancient sites
and places that even the locals weren’t
aware of. Uri believes his son lived there
in a past life.

Thirty-six vyears after his wartime
exploits, Uri is still haunted by the
memory of the Jordanian soldier he killed.
Although he is a pacifist, he has strong
views on the value of military service.

“I recommend that everyone should be
a soldier of their own country,” he said.
“Your heart is with your country; you
have to guard your country. I did it for
three years, I took part in the war and I
know what it is about.”
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DEBTS OVER 15K ?

WE CAN and WILL help you to resolve your debts !

® Financial commitments out of hand ?
@ Relationships taking the strain ?
® Feel there is nowhere to turn?

LET US HELP'

We have years of experience assisting Military Personnel

RESOLVE(UK) LTD bpebt counseliors & Advisors

Licensed debt counsellors REG No.500295
We will help you to reduce your outgoings into ONE
affordable monthly payment without further loans

Independent DEBT ADVICE with a personal touch.
I FREE consultations. NO UPFRONT FEES.
A FAST and EFFICIENT resolution to your problems

e CALL US NOW IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE

01732 451 133 1 dasawesk

www.resolveuh com

TOP OF THE EANG

info@top-of-the-range.co.uk

B2 Snugpak Sleeku Bladder Carrier
Jacket £17.95
All Snugpak products available
Please ring for latest prices

&%= ACE HYDRO
vis ACE 42+
£69.95

www.top-of-the-range.co.uk

== Pile Shirt
£68.99

Thermobak 2 ltr

l | £41.99

== GPS Pouch
212 95

Buffalo

Mountain Shirt
£84.95

< GARMIN md Thermal
All Garmin producis Me'ino 50‘

Genuine Issued

SAS Smock

available in
Desert Camo
£84.95

Now Awarded NSN
8465-99-738-2360 |

and accessories stocked I-OWAF B°gtl§
' e Accepts new SA80
e ii?nucls Traser Krill

2, @ Lamps .
o - from £16 -
oy SPECIAL OFFER
: . Buy an ACE Hy'lll'o Assault Vest
» o Camelbak Thermobak 2ltr
Al Traser produdts available e now E]!ﬁ.” (wos £136.99)

PO BOX 115, Wetherby, West Yorkshire, LS22 5X5 UK Products despatched same day Tax Free sales PRP Max 6 ) T
& Max 0 ‘.
Yol +44 (0) 1937 B49MS  Fox: +44 (0) 1937 849348 Delivery fo all BFPO addresses ovailable e OBES M VISA B o
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“Er...fingis...we're not quite ready yet. Could
you drive round the block a couple of times?”

By Royal
Appointment

An affectionate look at THOSE visits “Her Majesty is worried that the Lord Lieutenant may regard
the councillor’s failure to bow rather too seriously.”

“The escort, Your Majesty?
Ready as always.”

“One understands that a visit might be a right royal pain
to you, young man . . . but let me tell you that sometimes
they’re not a bundle of laughs for me either.”

“Look, Philip ... how marvellous . . . old paint!”

- SOLDIER July 2003 @



Selamat datang* to heaven

Brunei Darussalam, or
Abode of Peace, is a tiny
oil-rich Islamic sultanate
situated on the north west
coast of the island of
Borneo.

The country, famous
primarily for the wealth of
its Sultan and its tax-free,
subsidised society, is
described by tourist guides
as the “Kingdom of
unexpected treasures” and
a “little slice of Islamic
heaven”.

One of Asia’s best-kept

* Bruneian for welcome

secrets, Brunei has a
population of just 330,000
and remains largely
undeveloped, untouched
and unexploited by the
outside world.

Lying just 400 miles
north of the equator, it
boasts remote coastlines
and unexplored rainforest
which cover half its land
area. It enjoys a warm and
wet tropical climate
throughout the year.

Jungle ops: Rfn Bhim Gurung, front, with Rfn Prakash Gauchan and Cpl Hombahadur Gurung. For those posted there, jungle training is an essential ingredient of the Brunei experience

A posting to this Asian
garrison provides a
rare opportunity for
general service
soldiers and families

Report: Andrea Frazer
Pictures: Graeme Main

WITH opportunities for overseas post-
ings shrinking, Brunei is an_attractive
prospect to those with a taste for adven-
ture.

“It’s a brilliant place to be if you enjoy
the heat, want to get fit and are into out-
door activities and travelling,” said Garri-

son Commander Lt Col Craig Lawrence.

“It’s a work hard, play hard environ-

ment. There are opportunities
for those with an interest in
diving, waterskiing, canoeing,
sailing, windsurfing and climb-
ing, and for those who want to
play sports such as football,
rugby, basketball and volleyball.

“But if your idea of a good
afternoon is sitting in front of a
television with a handful of
DVDs and a six-pack of beer

then you are probably not going gg;;;lﬂ%‘;;"d

mander Lt Col
Craig Lawrence

to enjoy it here.”

The garrison has its own
swimming pool and gymnasium
facilities and soldiers and their families
can apply for membership of the Shell
International Staff Club, which includes a
range of social, sporting and boating

activities. There is a real sense of commu-
nity within the garrison and the quality of
life is generally very good. The
standard of education at both
primary and secondary level is
high and teachers are trained in
the UK.

Garrison personnel are keen
to point out, however, that des-
pite the weather and the activi-
ties on offer, Brunei should not
be viewed as a sunshine posting.

“It’s not a holiday resort and
the guys do work hard,” said Maj
Phil Cook, o/c 7Flt AAC. “But
when they get down time they've
got a bit more cash to go and
enjoy themselves.”

Brunei is the perfect jumping-off point
to explore South-East Asia and during
their tour most soldiers take full advan-
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tage of the opportunity to visit far-flung
destinations they would normally only
dream of. Countries within easy reach
include Thailand, China, Vietnam, Singa-
pore, Malaysia, the Philippines, Australia
and New Zealand.

Islamic laws in Brunei are strictly
adhered to and soldiers have adapted sen-
sitively to local customs and traditions,
particularly regarding dress code, the lim-
ited social life and the ban on drinking
alcohol outside the garrison environment.

A posting to Brunei Garrison is a rare
opportunity for general service soldiers
and their families and one that appears to
come highly recommended by those
who’ve had the privilege of experiencing it.

“It’s very hot and sticky, the beach is
covered in sandflies and the sea is full of
jelly fish..But apart from that it’s a great
place to be,” said Maj Phil Cook.

SOLDIER July 2003

Eye in

the sky

DESPITE operating from probably one of
the most picturesque pans in the world, the
men and women of 7 Flight, Army Air Corps
have little time to take in the stunning views
of the South China Sea from their base on
the north-west coast of Brunei.

Saving lives in the jungle is what their job
is all about and an aircraft and crew is per-
manently on one hour’s notice to move.

SSgt Gordon McBain said: “We provide
casualty evacuation cover 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, all year round. Our flying
rate here is very high. We support the garri-
son, the resident battalion, the
Jungle Warfare Wing and a
number of exercises.”

But it is the unit's night flying
capability which sets it apart.
Brunei's own air force does not
have this ability.

Maj Phil Cook, ofc 7 Flight,
said: “It's probably the most de-
manding night-flying you'll do in
Army aviation. It's just so dark in

the jungle; there are no extra |ncharge: Maj Phil
lights out there and if you've got cook, ofc 7 Fit

low cloud cover, no moonlight
and a thunderstorm, it's particularly chal-
lenging, but fun”

Tasked crews take to the skies in Bell 212

helicopters. These robust 30-year-old twin-
b

Ready: Pilot Sgt Clive Stevens
prepares for a night flight

engined aircraft thrive in the soar-
ing temperatures and humidity of
the jungle. Capable of carrying ten
passengers, the 212 is likened by
its technicians to a four-tonner
with blades.

S§Sgt McBain added: “The
metal blades have a strimming
effect so we can get quite close
to the trees. When they come back from
the jungle it's just a case of wiping off
green stains as opposed to totally replacing
the blades as you would with a Lynx.”

Cutting a dash: Maj Ross Daines waterskis on a jungle river, one of many sporting options
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Report: Andrea Frazer
Pictures: Graeme Main

IT was an event to remember for the Ist
Battalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles,
Brunei Garrison’s resident battalion,
when the Sultan of Brunei marked the
end of its three-year posting with a
farewell visit to soldiers and their families.

“This was an important day for
said commanding officer Lt Col Craig
Lawrence. “It was a formal goodbye from
the Sultan to this battalion before we
return to the UK and a chance for His

sty to come and give support to the
rarrison he continues to invest in.”

Later this month, the soldiers of 1 RGR
will move to Sir John Moore Barracks at
Folkestone, where preparations for a six-
month deployment to Bosnia in the
autumn will gather pace. They will be
replaced in Brunei by 2 RGR.

The 800-strong 1st Battalion, formed
nine years ago in Hong Kong as part of an
amalgamation, recruits predominantly
from the west of Nepal, from the Gurung,
Thapa, Magar and Pun castes.

sociation with the Brigade of

2, when troops

d from Singapore to sup-

: ng by Brunei communists
against the present Sultan’s father.

Their success in putting down the
rebellion led the Sultan to request the
permanent stationing of a Gurkha battal-
ion, with support elements, in Brunei at
the expense of his government. A further

R

Musical welcome: The Sultan is piped to the officers’ mess

British presence in the sultanate is provid-
ed in the form of loan service personnel
unrkms: with the Bruneian Armed

red at interv .ﬂs of five years

x,m_d earlier this year by the

Sultan and Prime Minister Tony Blair for
the period 2003-2008.

Show of arms: The Sultan takes an interest in
weapon systems demonstrated by soldiers of 1 RGR

Proud moment: The
Sultan of Brunei Darus-
salam inspects the guard
of honour. He is accompa-
nied by o/c B Coy, Maj
Lawrence Fowlkes.
Behind them is the CO
and the Gurkha Major
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This is how we
do it: 1IRGR
conducts a
public order
demonstration, |
left, for the
Sultan.The
battalion is
preparing for a o
deployment to
Bosnia on
peace support
operations

Precision: B
Company,
right, mounts
a guard of
honour to
greet the
Sultan on his
arrival at
Brunei
Garrison
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For "D-Day

read “Italy

Sixty years ago these ‘forgotten’ heroes
fought — and finally won — a campaign
bitterly contested the length of Italy

Report: Nigel Kendall

ONE can excuse people today for think-
ing that the invasion of France — the D-
Day landings — heralded the liberation of
Europe and the beginning of the end of
the Second World War.

After all, the frequent commemorations
of the June 1944 landings have attracted
international attention on several occa-
sions over the past half-century. But spare
a thought for the men of the Italy Star
Association, who fought a succession of
bitterly-contested battles through Italy a
full year before the Normandy Landings.

The association is made up of men who
served in all three Armed Services and the
Merchant Navy, and who were awarded
the Italy Star campaign medal for their
part in battles in Italy and in Italian
waters from 1943 to 1945. They remind
everyone that Rome was liberated two
days before D-Day unfolded in the early
hours of June 6, 1944.

Their job became progressively more
difficult as their resources were sapped to
prepare for the great assault on Nor-
mandy’s beaches. To their horror — and
abiding anger — the troops slogging their
way wearily across the bloody battlefields
of Italy learned that Lady

Astor MP had describe them 6The Italian campaign cost the lives of
330,000 Allied and enemy troops, 44,750
of them British and Commonwealth?

in the House of Commons as
“D-Day dodgers”. It was an
ill-conceived tag that came to
haunt them.

Liberating Italy cost 330,000 Allied
and enemy lives, 44,750 of them British
and Commonwealth. The dodgers paid
an immense price for clearing the Ger-
mans out of Europe’s underbelly.

The decision to open the front was
taken at the Allied summit in Casablanca
in January 1943. It began with an
amphibious operation to occupy Sicily,
expanding into an advance on the Italian
mainland designed to knock Italy out of
the war and capture the Foggia airfields.

ITALY Star Association members feel
the 60th anniversary of their campaign
should be remembered by the nation.

Every year they hold their own
reunion, with a service of commemora-
tion and remembrance.This year it was
held in Chichester on Sunday, May 18.
It marked the July 1943 Sicily landings
and the September 9, 1943 landings on
the Italian mainland.

The service was in Chichester
Cathedral followed by a parade and
march past in the presence of the Lord
Lieutenant of West Sussex and the
Association Patron, Field Marshal Lord
Inge.

The association has 2,150 members
and branches all over the UK and in
New Zealand. They are proud to
include members of the Polish
Carpathian Infantry Division, who
fought so valiantly at Cassino.

From there the Allies planned to attack
previously inaccessible areas of eastern
and southern Germany. Lessons learned
in Sicily, at Salerno and at Anzio became
vital in the planning of D-Day.

The campaign began on July 9, 1943,
with the 5th US Army and the British 8th

Army landing in Sicily. After a hard-
fought occupation, the invasion of the
mainland began on September 9. On the
day Italy’s government fell the 5th Army
launched Operation Avalanche, landing
at Salerno, south of Naples.

Countless acts of unrecorded bravery
unfolded as British soldiers fought along-
side their American comrades to keep a
foothold on the enemy coastline. While
battle raged at Salerno, Operation Slap-
stick began, with Gen Montgomery’s 8th

'
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Army landing on the toe of Italy. Soon,
both armies had captured much of south-
ern Italy, including the Foggia airfields
and the important port of Naples.

The Germans retreated to natural
fortresses along the Liri Valley, south of
Rome. Up to 180,000 men were killed or
wounded during this four-
month period. The many
rivers and ridges that
crossed their paths guaran-
teed the British a hard time
on the east coast.

On the Cassino front — or Gustav Line
— the Americans suffered a setback while
trying to cross the Rappido River. Making
excellent use of the terrain, the Germans
had chosen their positions well to delay
the advance. To relieve the pressure, II
Corps landed farther to the north, behind
enemy lines at Anzio. After three attacks
on the Gustav Line had been repulsed,
both fronts bogged down into stalemate.

With fresh troops, the Allies launched a
spring offensive on May 11, finally break-
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Bitter conflict: British infantrymen clear a buildin
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at Cassino on March 24, 1944. The German Army fought furiously from well-prepared positions

ing through. By June 4, 1944, the Allies
on the two fronts had linked up and
advanced into Rome. Barely 48 hours
later the greatest armada ever assembled
sailed under cover of night from ports
along Britain’s south coast.

The Germans gave up the Eternal City
without causing further damage, choos-
ing instead to fight a delaying action as
they retreated north of the Arno River
and into the mountains.

North of Rome, German troops
formed another defence line along the
Apennine Mountains. The British
artacked up the east coast.

The main crossing of the Apennines
was the heavily-defended Il Futa Pass, so
the attack went in at Il Giogo Pass to the
east. It was an uphill battle, with several
peaks having to be assaulted.

Gradually the 5th and 8th Armies were
drained of troops as units were pulled out
to prepare for the invasion of Normandy
and Southern France, and the fighting in
Italy drew to a stalemate as the second
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winter of the campaign set in. From Feb-
ruary to April 1945, a few new units
arrived, most notably the 10th Mountain
Division, which was effective in winter
operations.

On April 19 the British began an attack
on Bologna, followed by another mount-
ed by the 5th Army.

After the fall of Bologna, the Allies
pushed out of the mountains and raced
across the Po River Valley. Amid much
confusion they advanced rapidly, chasing
the retreating Germans into the Alps. The
Italian campaign was over. It was fought
under conditions that tested the training,
endurance and qualities of the fighting
men to their limit.

Despite the advantages given to the
Allies by their superior aircraft, the Italian
campaign was a slow, desperately contest-
ed advance throughout the length of the
country, which had never before been
totally overrun from the south.

Now the D-Day dodgers turned their
attention to the second front.

ITALIAN ANNIVERSARY

-
‘Suddenly

the house

was struck. It 4

collapsed

and buried

us in rubble’

Signaller and despatch rider
Graham Swain, 7th Battalion, The
Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry

“| was ordered to make contact with the
company commander and report. | left the
battalion HQ on my motor bike and drove
up the road leading from the Anzio bridge-
head. The road was
under constant shellfire,
so | eventually ditched
the bike and took cover
in a house. To my sur-
prise | found another
despatch rider in there.

“Suddenly the house
was struck. It collapsed
and buried us in rubble.
We were there for some time. Eventually
we heard German voices so decided to
keep quiet. The rubble was then pulled
away, and | saw the largest German para-
trooper I'd ever seen. Just as | thought we
were to be taken prisoner, | saw British
troops. It turned out that the German had
been taken prisoner himself and was
under escort back to our lines.”

Gunner James King, 86th Moun-
tain Regiment RA:

“Our howitzer came apart so that it could
be carried by mules.

“It was decided that our gun would be
used to destroy a
German mountain
position that was
shelling us. We waited
until dark, then an Ital-
ian partisan led us with
our mules to the base
of the mountain. We got
the range and elevation
and we fired around
five rounds. Our Germans got a nasty
shock. A pill box was removed and we
were able to return in daylight with no Jer-
ries to bother us!”

Bdr Maurice Cheadle, 93rd Anti-
Tank Regiment, 6th Battalion, The
Argyll and Southern Highlanders

“Early on, | wasn’t to know of the continu-
ing horrors of war which revealed sights
and sounds beyond PSS
description — Antona,
Coriano and then Forli,
Faerenza and the costly
action on the Senio
River.

“Having seen my
driver killed and being
buried under rubble from
Jerry shelling, | count my
blessings that both | and my brother
returned home.”
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First, f

Royal Scots lift
trophy for third
successive season

Report: Roger Thompson

BOOKMAKERS stopped taking
bets on The Royal Scots retaining
their Sodexho-sponsored Army
Sevens title months ago.

With 7 Para RHA, the Black
Watch and the Dukes away in the
Gulf, there appeared to be little in
the way of serious opposition, and
the men from Edinburgh almost fell
into the complacency trap. Indeed,
the First of Foot initially seemed
more intent on cruising than bruis-
ing.

What they had not bargained for,
in a tournament dominated by
Fijians, was that even in the prelim-
inary rounds the incoming tackles
would be accurate, painful and, nat-
urally, that little bit late.

The final against the Infantry

E-mail: asimms @ soldiermagazine.co.uk

Training Centre (ITC) Catterick
proved equally testing. The trainees
were utterly unimpressed by the
presence of international players
and the fierceness of the close-
quarter battle suggested that the
“niggle” may have had a touch of
history.

Tackled out of their stride early
on, the Scots’ cultured flamboyance
ebbed, their power on the flanks
became isolated and the counter-
attacks from deep almost dried up.

Nudge and counter-nudge bor-
dering on synchronised obstruction
went unpunished and it required a
superb individual try by LCpl Bul
Bulumakau to settle the champions
down.

Almost by stealth the pre-tourna-
ment favourites gradually imposed
their patterns of play on the scratch
side who fought to the end of a very
long day.

Only when the individual skills
and match fitness of the Scots had
subdued the raw courage of the ITC
was star man Pte Emosi Naisara-
maki released to strut his stuff.

With his help, the Royal Scots

-
Debutant: Gdsm Alfred Vakacokovanua (SG) in Barbarians’ colours

Picture: Roger Thompson

eventually retained their title by a
26-19 points margin, but there were
moments when the improbable had
almost seemed possible.

Deprived of the major forward
presence of Pte Apo Satala and Pte
Kite Rawalai, the eventual champi-
ons were grateful for the commit-
ment of Pte Matthew Raikosa who
was at the heart of every skirmish
for possession - particularly when a
third successive victory was far
from certain.

¢ 'The women’s final, AGC against
RMCS, was as frenetic as it was evenly
balanced.

With the game scoreless at half-time,
a lapse in concentration just after the
break by the Shrivenham defence
proved to be decisive when Capt Kerri
Munro took full advantage of the open-
ing and drove her very weary troops
over the college line.

One try always looked to be enough
to secure the win, but the AGC.put the
result beyond all doubt with a try late
on that took the final score to 10-0.

¢ 1 RRW won the plate competi-
tion after rather casually overcom-
ing 25 Regt RLC 35-14.

Soldiers

Army stars compete
iIn memorial match

Report: Roger Thompson

SOME 96 years after being cut down by
machine-gun fire at the Battle of Ypres,
Edgar Mobbs is still remembered annual-
ly by his sport and his kind of rugby
people.

Although the body of the former Eng-
land and Northampton player was never
recovered from the Flanders mud, his
name still lives on, particularly in the
minds of rugby players, both young and
old, in the East Midlands.

Mobbs, along with countless of his con-
temporaries, volunteered to join the
Army in 1914 but was rejected on the
ground that at 32 he was too old for active
service.

Undeterred, he gathered 700 friends
together and formed his own battalion,
which was formally titled the 7th Battal-
ion, Northamptonshire Regiment, but
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En route to the silverware: Pte Matthew Raikosa receives the ball from Pte Kite Bavadra during his team’s semi-final victory against 2 PWRR

later became better known as the “Sports-
man’s Battalion”.

He went to France as a private soldier
but was soon commissioned. After three
vears of heavy fighting, during which
Mobbs showed outstanding gallantry
and leadership, he was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Service Order, was promot-
ed to lieutenant colonel and put in
command of the battalion he had
formed.

Mobbs was killed shortly after that in
1917 while attempting to extricate some
of his men pinned down by murderous
crossfire at Ypres.

A memorial to the modest rugby star
and the men who died alongside him
stands at Abington Gardens in Northamp-
ton, but perhaps more fitting tributes are
The Mobbs Fund, which provides finan-
cial support for junior rugby throughout
the East Midlands, and the annual Mobbs
Memorial Match between the East Mid-
lands and the world-famous Barbarians.

This year’s high-profile exhibition fix-
ture was a kaleidoscope of fast, open
rugby and Mobbs would certainly have

SOLDIER july 2003

onour true hero

approved of the skills, tenacity and
sportsmanship shown by both teams in
defeat and victory.

With many internationals and premier-
ship players in the Barbarians team the
Midlands did very well to hold the score
to 53-26.

Four Servicemen were selected by the
Barbarians. CSgt Bob Armstrong (RM)
had previously won his tie while the new-
comers included Army skipper Cpl Mal
Roberts (RLC), Cpl Andy Smith (RLC)
and Gdsmn Alfred Vakacokovanua (SG).

As he proved to such devastating
effect during this year’s Inter-Services
showdown at Twickenham, few can stop
Smith at full throttle and he battered his
way over the Midlands’ line for a typical
forward’s try.

Alfred, previously capped by Fiji, rel-
ished the freedom allowed by the Babas
mercurial style and was constantly
involved in attacking from deep in his own
half. Having stamped his mark on the
game when the going was tough he signed
off with a typical sevens try, gassing in
from 40 metres.

| MASSEY TROPHY |
P W D L GD Pts
R Signals 12 11 0 1 53 33
RLC 12 10 2 0 29 32
Infantry 12 9 1 2.3 2B
REME 12 8 2 232 26
RA 12 7 1 4 17 22
RE 12 T 1 4 17 22
AAC 12 4 2 6 -5 14
APTC 12 3 4 § 0NS13
AGC 12 3 2 T =21 -1
AMS 12 3 0 9 -43 9
CA Mus j - 1 9 -44 i
RAC 12 2 0 10 -32 6
IntCorps 12 0 2 10 28 2
* Final standings
| 4 DIV SQUASH LEAGUE |
P W L Pts
25 Trg Sp Regt 4 4 0 74
RMA Sandhurst 4 e
SEAE A 1 S0 31
3 CS Regt 2 o dn i 25
1 RSME 2 1 P
Middle Wallop Station 2 . R 3
* Final standings

Picture: Roger Thompson




Made to measure Mess Dress uniforms
Highest quality and
value for money

3 Piece
Mess Kits
From

Inc. Vat & Rank + P&P

Messkitonline.co.uk

Telephone 0870 747 3930 for a personal quote
Mess Dress ¢ Accessories » Badges e Medals

Ex-Service Personnel
OUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES?

LSO INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE
- AND PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS

T, '/ i i
Head Start
g, T
Mercedes Benz AU S Vauxhall
BMW Toyota
Honda 52 Ford

"Head Start Cars, giving you a

headstart to the ultimate drive”

; 1 cars at European prices.
GS of hundreds of pounds on each car.
available for military personnel and the

ly run business with 50 YEARS Expsalmeﬂ

car sales.
ance subject to status at competitively low rates

Call now for a free no obligation quote

Head Start Cars Ltd, Hills End Lane,Attleborough, Norfolk, NR 17 1BE
Tel : 01953 456630 Fax : 01953 457750:
www.headstartcars.co.uk email: sales@headstart.co.uk

‘A

o>

4 N

Military
Marketing
International

Suppliers of Plaques, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

Falklands,
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:

74-77 STEWARD STREET,
SPRING HILL,
LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM

B18 7AF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Email:mmisales @militarymarketing.co.uk
Website: militarymarketing.co.uk

Minimum order 25 shields — £11.95.
No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £19.00 /

Forces and

CAUSED BY SERVICE

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

COMPENSATION

ALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!
FREEPHONE

0500 22 20 22 Nnow!

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD MARSH HOUSE, 92A

MARSHLAND ROAD, MOORENDS, DONCASTER, DNS8 45Z.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED

July 2003 SOLDIER




Edited by Andy Simms E-mail: asimms @soldiermagazine.co.uk

Leader of the pack: Great Britain's Capt Graeme Scott (RE) in action at the Sleddog World Championships in Germany

Picture: Graeme Main

Scott continues to Winalot

GREAT Britain’s lone representative
at this year’s Sleddog World Cup
reaffirmed his status as top dog on
home soil by winning a record fourth
successive title at the United King-
dom championships in Newcastle.
Capt Graeme Scott (RE), who
made sporting history in Todtmoos,
Germany in February when he
became the first British competitor
to race a United Kingdom-based

team at a World championships, took
first place in each of the two-, three-
and six-dog races.

In the six-dog event Scott opted for
international experience, selecting
five of his World Cup stars (Huckle,
Jenny, Zappa, Flik and Finch) and
former British champion Blue to pull
his wheeled rig, and completed the
ten-mile dirt course 2min 57sec
ahead of the second-placed team.

As well as revelling in a triumphant
return to the domestic scene, Scott is
also celebrating the arrival of ten new
additions to his squad.

“My lead dogs Jenny and Huckle
have just had puppies, nine males and
a bitch,” explained Scott. “So if
everything continues to go to plan I
should have a welcome selection
problem by the time the next Winter
Olympics comes round.”

Whingeing civilians? Toucheé

HACKLES were raised and deep breaths
were taken after reading Cpl Legge’s letter
(“Less sport? It’s just not cricket”, June).

As someone who has competed against
the Services for the Civil Service cricket
team over a number of years, | concede
that the amount of time off that Service
personnel receive for sporting purposes
turns us civvies green with envy. Compare
the meagre three games played by the CS
cricket team to the Services fixture lists
and you’ll see why.

However, my gripe with Cpl Legge is
that by stereotyping his civilian colleagues
as whingers he falls into exactly the same
category. Yes, we have different working
practices, soldiers are on duty 24 hours a
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day, seven days a week, while we get paid
to do a nine-to-five job, but Cpl Legge
should remember that, just like the Army,
the MoD has shrunk somewhat in recent
years.

There are now fewer bodies doing more
work and the old image of the civvy work-
ing day is becoming increasingly inaccu-
rate. Nowadays, when a member of a
working team goes off on leave, or to play
sport, the other members of that team
(usually under the cosh themselves) are
still expected to pick up some of the slack.

Consequently the time that we civvies
get to play sport 1s now coming under
severe pressure. The days of a two-and-a-
half-day round trip for an away fixture are

long gone and have been replaced by a
single night away or a slog back on the
motorway straight after a game.

Consider also the increasing difficulty

in fielding worthy teams in many sports,

at all levels of competition, because man-
agers can ill afford to release staff. This,
together with the lack of recruitment,
means that there are fewer good young
plavers to replace us old lags and that the
standard of CS and departmental sport is
on the decline.

So come on Cpl Legge, times are a-
changin’ but you still have a pretty good
deal. Who knows, one day you might even
start beating us civvies at some Sports. —
Ian Moore, Main Building, London.

©
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Air Force grounded

FOR the third successive year the Army
(Cyprus) rugby team beat their Royal Air
Force counterparts in the annual Inter-
Services showdown at RAF Akrotiri.

Despite scoring three tries the airmen
struggled to contain the Army, who,
sporting a strong Fijian contingent,
cruised to a 48-21 victory.

Coaching for coaches

THE Army Football Association is run-
ning a series of UEFA-accredited coaching
courses for Army personnel this year.

Course dates include: Level one —
August 26-29 and November 10-13;
Level three — October 20-31.

For further information contact Steve
Stone on 01252 347962 or mil 94222
2062.

Welch’s Welsh wonders

ROYAL Welch Fusilier recruitment offi-
cer Sgt Paul Campbell is taking a well
earned break this summer having helped
the North Wales Rugby Union team to
secure back-to-back victories in the
Welsh Counties Championship for the
first time in the club’s history.

Campbell vice-captained the team who
defeated hot-favourites Monmouthshire
27-12 in the competition’s final at Wrex-
ham FC’s Racecourse Ground.

Australian workout

AS Soldier went to press the PowerSport-
sponsored Army Physical Training Corps
rugby team were en route to Australia for
their first overseas tour in more than a
decade.

During their 15-day visit Down Under,
the British squad will go head-to-head
with the Australian tri-Service team and
also take on Australian Infantry and
Armoured Division sides.

Barbados bound batsmen

THERE are still a limited number of
places available on the AGC’s Close
Brothers Military Services and PAX Per-
sonal Accident Insurance-sponsored
cricket tour to Barbados later this year.

Anyone interested should contact Maj
David Barrington on mil 9621 89374 at
the earliest opportunity.

Young guns wanted

DETERMINED to build on the success
of winning the South West Counties
Championship last season, Army U21
football coach WO2 Josh Giddins is on
the hunt for new players.

Trials for the 2003/2004 squad will be
held at Denison Barracks, Hermitage on
September 1-5, and those interested in
attending should notify their unit football
officers.

E-mail: asimms @soldiermagazine.co.uk

British soldiers help
football to find its
feet in Afghanistan

THOUSANDS of football supporters
crowded on to the crumbling terraces
of Kabul’s Olympic Stadium to watch
a British Forces select side take on
the Afghan National Army team.

With the teams wearing strips
donated by Nottingham Forest and
Newcastle United, the exhibition
match, which was organised to kick-
off Afghanistan’s new national league
competition, designed to assist in the
re-establishment of competitive foot-
ball in the war-torn country, proved a
fast-paced encounter despite being
played beneath a blazing sun.

The British team, who wore the
red of Forest and consisted of sol-
diers from the Kabul Patrols Com-
pany (2nd Battalion, The Royal
Anglians) and members of the many
regiments and corps that make up
the British Forces National Support
Element in Kabul, enjoyed much of
the possession in the first half and
were unlucky to go in at half-time a
goal down.

However, the home side, wearing
the distinctive black-and-white
stripes of Newcastle, turned on the
style after the break, scoring a fur-
ther three unanswered goals, the
penultimate of which was a spectacu-
lar overhead kick.
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Taking on the Toon Army: From left, SSgt Daz Scd (RLC), Cpl Chris Baird (R Anglian) and LCpl Shane Armitage (RLC) in Nottingham Forest colours

ANGLING: Inter-corps coarse champi-
onships — 1, RLC 19pts (WO1 Pete Forman,
WO1 lan Tyrrell, SSgt Dave Hunter, SSgt
Boris Kilner, Sgt Steve Witherick, Cpl Titch
Richardson, Cpl Gaz Butler); 2, R Signals
21pts; 3, REME 23pts; 4, RE 28pts; 5, RA
28pts; 6, Infantry 35pts; 7, AAC 36pts; 8,
AGC 37pts.

CRICKET: Army/Combined Services
results — Wiltshire (162-7) beat Army U25
(104 all out) by 58 runs; Army U25 (213 all
out) beat RMAS (209-7) by four runs; Army
U25 (173-7) beat Isle of Wight CC (172 all
out) by three wickets; Kent (154-2) beat
Army (150 all out) by eight wickets; Middle-
sex 2nd X| (323-5) beat Army (223-4) by 100
runs; Hampshire 2nd XI (364-4) beat Army
(129 all out) by 235 runs; Army (246-9 dec)
beat Free Foresters (176 all out) by 70 runs;
Army (207-9) beat Stock Exchange (204-9)
by one wicket.

AGC CC results — AGC (194-7) beat
RMAS (147 all out) by 47 runs; AGC (149-6)
beat AMS (146 all out) by four wickets.

FOOTBALL: Pricewaterhouse Cooper
League - Int Corps 0 R Signals 10; REME 0
RLC 18; R Signals 7 BLC 4; RA 0* AGC 3;
RA 0* RLC 3. * match conceded.

Massey Trophy — AGC 9 AMS 3; Int
Corps 2 AAC 2; AGC 0 R Signals 5; AGC 6
Int Corps 4; RA 3 REME 3; R Signals 4 RE 0;
R Signals 7 RA 0; REME 6 RE 1; R Signals 3
REME 0; RA 0 RE 3.

Territorial Army 2002/2003Challenge
Cup final — B Coy The Rangers 2 Liverpool
UOTC 1.

Territorial Army tour of British Army
(Germany) — Gutersloh area 0 TA 3 (TA
scorers: Rgr Steve Annett (2) and OCdt Paul
Gordon); Rhinedahlen Garrison 1 TA 3 (TA
scorers: Rgr Annett (2) and Rgr David Ten-
nant).
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SHOOTING: Army Service pistol champi-
onships, individual competition (Pistol
XXX Cup) -1, Pte Carson (4 R Irish) 533pts;
2, WO2 Nigel Hodgson (QLR) 529pts; 3,
LCpl Willy Kennedy (3 R Irish) 523pts.

Revolver Challenge Cup winner — Pte
Carson.

Team event (Southern Command Cup)
—1, 4 R rish; 2, LCV permanent staff; 3, 3R
Irish.

SWIMMING: 4/5 Div championships.
Major units — 1, RMAS 80pts; 2, 11 Sig Regt
79pts; 3, SEAE 67pts; 4, 21 Sig Regt 56pts;
5, 3 RSME 41pts; 6, 1 R Anglian 34pts; 7,
ATR Pirbright 25pts.

Minor units — 1, 10 Sig Regt 28pts; 2,
ATR Lichfield 27pts; 3, 4 GS Med Regt 9pts.

Women'’s - 1, RMAS 57pts; 2, 21 Sig
Regt 33pts; 3, 11 Sig Regt 24pts; 4, 70 AC
Wksp 23pts; 5, SEAE 23pts; 6, 4 GS Med
Regt 21pts.

\

WATER POLO: Southern area champi-
onships , 4 Div-1, SEAE; 2, 3 RSME; 3, 1
R Anglian. 5 Div — 1, 11 Sig Regt; 2, 21 Sig
Regt; 3, 30 Sig Regt. Final — SEAE beat 11
Sig Regt.

RESULTS SERVICE ... RESULTS SERVICE ... RESULTS SRVICE ... RESULTS SERVICE ... RESULTS SERVICE...

WINDSURFING: Inter-Services competi-
tion, course racing — 1, Sgt Doc White
(Army); 2, CPO Johnny Walker (Royal
Navy); 3, FIt Lt Simon Kent (Royal Air Force);
4, Capt Allan Cross (Army).

Master blaster — 1, Capt Cross; 2, Fit Lt
Kent; 3, Sgt White; 4, CPO Walker.

Slalom - 1, Fit Lt Kent; 2, Capt Cross; 3,
CCWEA Dave Strudwick (Royal Navy); 4,
Maj Gareth Baker (Army).

Long distance — 1, CPO Walker; 2, Sgt
White; 3, Fit Lt Kent; 4, Maj Dave Hinsley
(Army).

Overall winner — Flt Lt Kent.

Inter—corps championships - 1, RE; 2,

AAC; 3, RLC; 4, REME. j
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Your sporting guide
toJuly. ..

ANGLING: 5-6 — AAF Group 8 match
(Bassingbourne,Royston).

ATHLETICS: 3-4 — Army individual
decathlon, heptathlon and 10,000 m champi-
onships (Tidworth); 6 — Army triathlon cham-
pionships (Bournemouth); 9 — Army
championships (TBC); 14-18 — Army
Triathlon Association novice training camp
(Azimghur Barracks, Colerne); 16 — Inter-
Services championships (Tidworth); 23 —
Inter-Services triathlon championships (Sher-
borne Castle).

CANOEING: 12-13 — Army sprint and
marathon racing championships (Monmouth).
CRICKET: 1 — Army U25 v Royal Signals
(Aldershot); 3-6 — U25 Inter-Services festival

(Portsmouth); 9 — RMAS v Army women
(RMAS), Club cricket conference (Bas-
ingstoke), AGC v AMS (TBC); 10 — Combined
Services v ECB U19 XI (Vine Lane); 13 -
Army women v RAF women (Aldershot); 14 —
Army v MCC YC (Vine Lane); 15 - Army v
Civil Service CC (Aldershot); 16 — Combined
Services v Australian Crusaders (Aldershot);
17 — AGC v Infantry (TBC); 21 — Combined
Services U25 Xl v Air India XI (Portsmouth);
22 - AGC v REME (TBC); 23 —Bath CC v
Army (Bath); 24 — Dorset Select XI v Army
(Blandford); 27 — Wootton Bassett v Army
women (Wootton Bassett); 28 — Yorkshire
Academy v Army (New Rover Ground,
Leeds); 29 — Derbyshire 2nd XI v Army
(Derby); 31 — AGC v RAC (TBC).

EQUESTRIAN: 2-4 — Royal Tournament
show jumping (Melton Mowbray); 6 — Dres-
sage competition, preliminary round
(Warminster Saddle Club).

GOLF: 2-3 — Inter-unit championships
(Army GC, Aldershot); 7 — Army women v
Tynley Park (Tynley Park GC); 29 — Army
women v NAPGC ladies (Aldershot GC).

MOTORCYCLING: 11-13 — British Army
championships (East Yorkshire).

POLO: 12 — Rundle Cup (Tidworth).

RUGBY LEAGUE: 9 — Lawson Cup semi-
finals (TBC).

TUG OF WAR: 12 — Army, Territorial Army
and Army Cadet Force championships (Thor-
ney Island, Emsworth); 16 — Inter-Services
championships (Tidworth).

WINDSURFING: 7-11 — Army champi-
onships (Weymouth and Portland Sailing
Academy).

WINTER SPORTS: 5-6 — Alpine Challenge
(Allgau, Bavaria).

SOLDIER’S sports desk welcomes your
stories, results and opinions.

Write to: Andy Simms, Sports Editor,
Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU or e-mail him at
asimms(@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Acceptance or rejection of copy is the
decision of the Sports Editor, who
reserves the right to amend for length,
clarity or style.




Joy’s Roses =
& Flowers

To show you have your loved one in mind. Congratulations/
Birthdays/Anniversaries/ Births. Sent to any address in UK & NI only

s/
SOMEONE SOMEWHERE IS WAITING TO HEAR FROM YOI

BOUQUET - ROSES RED or YELLOW or PINK + GYPS & FERNS

(12 Blooms) ......ccceuiveue TR R opRg s PS4 oA ke ey £14.00
BOUQUET - ROSES RED or YELLOW or PINK + GYPS & FERNS

(24 Blooms) ..... ©erreen e R s B e P HR H EESMR A BSOSO AR eV £19.00
BOUQUET - Inc. ROSES & MIXED FLOWERS & FERN etc. (30 Blooms) ............... £18.50
BOUQUET ~ FREESIA & FERNS (40 BlOOMS) ...c..ccovnenmmmmmmmrmnsesiancsnns S, £15.00
BOUQUET - Inc. ROSES & MIXED FLOWERS & FERN etc. (50 Blooms) ........... £20.00
BOUQUET - CARNATIONS & FREESIAS + GYPS (30 BLOOMS).........ooooccmmmmmmeinnns £16.50

HOTLINE: 01481 246708

ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED/POSTAL ORDERS/CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO:

' }SJ: Joy’s Roses & Flowers,Flamingo,
».i-.o. StSampsons,Guernsey, C.I. GY2Z4WB 770"«
’ 27 Telephone: (01481) 246708  Fax: (01481) 243406 »

BODYGUARD

TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT

For an information pack send a large SAE to:
PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD ASSOCIATION
The White House, 24 Cumberland Tce,
Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB

www.pba1985.com

Co S AT i
i }

following address, 0
SPECIAL AIR-SEA¢
Sylvester Street Works, Sylve
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 5D
Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524,
Email: info@sass-kit.fsbusines
Website: www.sass-kit.fsbusing

| DEBT PROBLEMS |

FINANCIAL WORRIES

Is the stress of debt affecting your life and work?
Are you struggling to pay bills?
Are you in arrears with your creditor payments?
Do you have debt collectors contacting you?

[ DEBT SOLUTIONS |

PEACE OF MIND

If you can answer yes to any of the above then our
experienced debt counsellors will help you to reduce your
outgoings in to one affordable monthly payment without
further loans!

WELLBEING SERVICES
THE PREFERRED CHOICE

Since 1997 we have successfully resolved millions of
pounds of debts for hundreds of military personnel.

=

=

For a free consultation and free advice. “’5”%

Telephone in confidence 01482 893258
www.wellbeingservices.co.uk

g
=@y

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 8LL
Tel: (01527) 835375 of Fax (01527) 576798

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals
and Medal Mounting either for wear or display.

Medals professionally mounted to the highest standards

www,worcmed.

v We say YES to Tenants
v Immediate payout

v No credit check

v Call FREE on:

0800619 2274
VISTA TIES)

are Ti ind can supply

@ MICHAEL JAY
MADE TO MEASURE
OR's and Officers Mess Dress
OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress
OR’s and Officers No.1 Dress
British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers

Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

VISTATIES
40 DOME HILL
CATERHAM
SURREY CR3 6EB
Tel: 01883 33706 065

Email: in
Website:

48Hr, or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 5AY
TEL:01449 614602 FAX:01449 614604
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Ten changes have been
made to a Frank Finch
drawing taken from our
archive. Circle the differ-
ences in the lower image,

cut out the whole panel, add

yvour name and address and
send to HOAY 740, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by July 31.

A photocopy is acceptable,
but only one entry per person
may be submitted.

Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn

after the closing date will
win £100; the second and
third will receive £10 gift
vouchers. No correspon-
dence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the
winner and runners-up
will be announced in the
September issue.

("Name : (Give initials and rank or title) %
L >
( Address : il
v,

May issue (No 738): First correct entry drawn at random was from Cpl P
Lawson-Brown, of 24 Liaison HQ, HQ USAREUR and &7A, Campbell Bar-
racks, BFPO 115, who wins £100. Runners-up Maj R Mudford, of Shrews-
bury, and G Budgen, 24 Trg Sp Sqn RE, Kitchener Barracks, Chatham,
each win a £10 gift voucher. The ten differences were: high-jumper's head,
vest, left sock and both shoes; second runner's trailing leg; eighth runner's
arm; flagpoles; corner of building; high-jump pole.

“The RSM’s rigorous personal hygiene
inspection regime left no stern unturned”

Write a caption for the photograph, right, first published
in Soldier in October 1950. The best, in the Editor’s
opinion, will win a prize from our silver logo collection.
Usual rules apply, entries to reach us by July 30.

THERE was a huge entry for
the May competition, left, but
we picked as the best of many
quirky entries: “Rupert found
it necessary to hire
bodyguards after being
assaulted in Nutwood” from
WO2 Taylor, 58 Bty, 12 Regt
RA. We also liked “No, | am
not speaking to you until you

from Capt Bryan Smith, 202
(Midlands) Fd Hosp (V) and “1
said | was sorry” from G
Budgen, 24 Trg Sp Sgn RE,

SOLDIER July 2003

apologise for shouting at me”

Chatham. Cpl Bate of 659 Sqn, 4

Regt AAC offered: “Leave the

keys in the ignition, you said. suggested the eni “It's

It's the middle of Salisbury good to see men | ndingin

Plain, you said. It's not as if their field” but we weren'tsure

anyone's going to steal the about “You seem distant since|

CO's car, you said ... " came out, Ted” from Sgt Cooper
SgtJL Smith, Defence NBC ~ of 22 Fd Hosp in Aldershot.




] BLACKBURN COLLEGE

4 Vocational Education Training Programme
Convert your experience into qualifications
We offer BTEC/Edexcel, HNC & HND

in various Engineering, Managerial,
IT and Telecommunication subjects

%

For more information:
Telephone: 01254 69-44-41
Fax: 01254 67-96-47
Email: vets@blackburn.ac.uk
Website: www.etraininguk.com

Blackbum College ests i serve the educational, cultural social and economic

needs of the local community and works with panners, 1o provide futherand. oo @
- higher educaional opportuniies 10  local, national & intemational clentele. vl =

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

AONNNORNNRRERRRRRRRNNER

www siringtownsupplies.co.uk

PARA CAP BADGE £2.00 Emeil:enquiries@stringtownsupplies.co.uk

PEGASUS 1942 - 1999 COMMEMORATIVE LAPE

-
FOR TOP QUALITY BADGES st t
GOLD WIRE BADGE £11.00 rl own
FAIRBAIRN- OMMANDO KNIVES (Black) -
WITH LEG/BELT SHEATH 2350 supplles
BERETS: RED, GREEN, NAVY, BLACK,SAS, , LIGHT ’
INFANTRY , MILITARY POLICE KHAKLDRAWCORD 29 High Street, Polegate, East Sussex BN26 5AB
LEATHER HEADBAND L T
GOLD DRESS CORDS FORSTANDARD €220 yhtes
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS {1 | | @ Arktis
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS 2600 | | @ 58 webbing
WHITE COTTON GLOVES 50| | @ Berghaus
WHITE MASONIC GLOVES WITHLOGO ~ £6.50 Matterho
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £1200 : oy L
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS
(made to measure) e | | @ Buffalo
STANDARD CARRYING CASE o4 | |@ NB.C
PARACHUTE REGT STANDARD CARRIERS WITH | | @ Snugpak
ALL ELEVEN BATTLE HONOURS 2200 | | o Maglites
ASSOCIATION STANDARDS £42000 ® Soldier ‘95
STANDARD POLES liu-l"{}l.(ll No. 12 Catalogue
PACE STICKS 00 | | Military, survival & replica weay talogues.
P TReTCKS. CHROME&BLACK2Y 1300 | [ e
LAPEL BADGES:
RA GREEN BERET £200
PARA RED BERET £200

L
BADGE £2.00

charge. SEND FOR FREE LISTS
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw, Oldham, Lanes OL2 8JT.
E .. Telephone/Fax: 01706 846648
E-Mail: salesia thegoldwirebadge.co.uk
www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

Nottingham Screen Prints. 10, Park Road.
Woodthorpe. Notttingham. NG5 4HR
Tok: 015 9676262 Fax: 0115 9263599
E Mail: nottmsp@tesco.net

A4

Special Military Prices
on Tax Free & Tax Paid
New Renault models

WHITEHOUSE

REGIMENTAL WALL PLAQUES 200 SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY

SGTSICPLS GOLD CHEVRONS FROM  £400 AND PRINTING

GILT PARA TIE SLIDES 450 . e

GILT 29 COMMANDO RA TIE SLIDES 2130 NH Tﬁe&sglﬂs- i‘!’eatﬂ'm IT]"I"i

REGIMENTAL FRIDGE MAGNETS 200 ooded Sweatshirts-fleece Jackets

REGIMENTAL KEY RINGS €150 Base Ball Hats |
One off BLAZER BADGES a speciality at no extra Dataile From o

Whitehouse Renault Centre

FREEPOST SEA 8177 @
RENAULT @5

t 1

e-mail: msales@renaulttaxfreecouk  PHONE/FAX +44 (0)20 7026 0020 RMT
Arrested?
Need immediate Legal Advice?
Contact:

0845 6011260
www.forceslaw.com

For free 30-minute initial diagnostic interview with lawyers
experienced in the Armed Forces who speak your language

LOST OR NEW |
MEDALS

Full size & miniature supplied
Professionally mounted
Hand-sewn ... not glued

K&D Medals

33 The Cresecent, West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB

Tel: 020 8777 2455
kanddmedals@yahoo.co.uk

N o X A |

Berghaus, Ortlie

Silva, Petzi, Came
Aladdin,

*

www.geocities.com/condorsupplies

01724 874941
01724 874941

LOST
‘MEDALS

AP Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H 7THA
Tel: 020 7930 1979 Fax: 020 7930 1152
www.rdhmedals.com E-mail: rdhmedals@aol.com

Internet Servicers
for the UK
Armed Forces

Pay as you go, anonymous dial
up access service

T

No need to register, set your dial up networking to dial 0845
638 9845, the username to 'guest’' and password to 'guest’
(both without the quotes!) and you're away. Easy to set up,
and good for your personal security!

Ideal for work/home, serving/retired, families/cadets/etc ete!
See www.milnet.uk.net for more info, set up wizard, and free
CD, or write to MilNetUK, Box 4111, Blandford, DT11 7YH

We donate a proportion of our profits to Service Charities.
During 2002/3, this was over £1000 - please help us in 2003/4!

We also design and host web sites or your official .mil.uk or .mod.uk domain

° Als
And New for 2003 .. M]lsul‘f Apsuam‘l.db,.,d

24/7 Prepaid Dial Up
Standard Package - £13.99 per month
plus different priced packages to suit everyone

See the MilSurf web site at www.milsurf.net
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NOTHING

O CA
S
0044

LOSE

127
email: claire@b
“.Complete legal advicestor

Ties

from O. H. Hewett Ltd

Ties made to order in
silk or polyester.

For information regarding prices and
minimum quantities please contact:

O. H. Hewett Ltd at
21 Farncombe Street
Godalming, Surrey GU7 3AY

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

@ TAILORING

Our unbeatable
MESS DRESS "

_ offer “
INCLUDES

M 14 day Make or |
M,_ 48 hr EXPRESS (1
B Lowest prices
B Best fit

B Highest quality
B Best payment terms
Local agent to measure in most areas

Tel01449 614802 Fax01449 614604 |

Telephone: 01483 426917
Fax: 01483 424810
Email: enquiries(@ohhewett.co,uk

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW -
From the reign of Queen Victoria to the
present day in both full size and
miniature.

LOST
YOUR

MEDALS

We mount medals ready to wear in both court
and swing style. Professionally sewn in our
own workshops.

; Also available:

— Brass cap badges and various veterans apel
* badges. Glazed display frames and lidded
PANEENILE e Comis cngraing sorvice.

We carry a full range of commemorative
The Medal for National Service, Voluntary
Service Medal, British Army of the Rhine
Service Medal and the Golden Jubilee Medal.
Please send SAE for replacement list and
colour brochure, or telephone us for a quote.
Our experts are ready to help with all your

enquiries.
A research service is also available.

TOAD HALL MEDALS

Newton Ferrers, Plymouth, Devon PL8 1DH
Tel: 01752 872672 Fax: 01752 872723
e-mail: chrissy(@toadhallmedals.com
www.toadhallmedals.com
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COSTELLO

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 020 8478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631
UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Ilford Essex 1G1 4BS

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS

POLO SHIRTS CAPS & BADGES
PRINTED
[-SHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS

JACKETS CAPS BADGES
AND LOTS MORE!

Buy

products direct from
magazine.
To order dial...

01252 347353

12-13 CROFTON CLOSE, ALLENBY
BUSINESS VILLAGE, LINCOLN LN3 4NT

Subscribe and save!

@ Save cash when you subscribe today
® IFREE binder @ FREE Chip cartoon book

SOLILER
o SOMEFLT L gy T8
oy

UK: {12 IBBLIOSE) .ivuvaassmnisssisiunisimoinsiomstass Bt ST SRR
(24 18BUBS) o.iosiiaissiinsiviimsnsenasisstivsmnviigeatae IRREESEN
Overseas:

(12 ISSUI0A) vovuirseesexesrisessesriomevsissmmmn ettt I AP
(28 IBBUOS) ..viuiiisisssivinisiinsunsiomamesiosnts eloere st tareet e A TN

BFPO:

.£23.00
-£40.00

(12 IBOUBS) i.cvaseniiivinmmsiimimstirimreninatemrimsse st LR A
e o o g g e e e
I Iwould like to subscribe to SOLDIER for: [ One year [ Two years

| Please start my subscription with the ........................ issue.
I NAMB? i i

|
l
[
| AGAPBSS: ..o rmsnrrhd hari ot as TR |
b [
I
i
|

| sasussassuasasss O OMBEIOIOS isesssssinisnssssasian
! I enclose a cheque/PO payable to SOLDIERfor: ......cccoovevvevenn...
! Rerurn to Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU |

:—Es. Credit card hotline: 01252 347353 iR
I Now order on www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

— o s i S —— o




FULL TIME

RESERVE SERVICE

FLEXIB,

Are you a TA Officer
r looking for
additional service with

the Regular Army?

st wanting 1
return to the Army
to do further service?
6 months to

From

42 months in length?

For a Response Pack

0800 028 5533

my.mod.uk/ftrs

Or speak to your Unit
Administrative Officer

ANHY Y1934 3HL HLM FTIAHAS 3

MAIL ORDER
SPECIALISTS

We know what you the soldier
needs. We carry all the latest kit at
a price you can afford

Whatever your
needs give us a call!

WHY NOT VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE
Telephone, fax, write or email for your free catalogue!

2 Orchard House, Connaught Road, Brookwood,
Woking, Surrey GU24 0AT
Tel: 01483 489228 or Fax: 01 483 488076

Email: info@army-surplus.co.uk Web: www.army-surplus.co.uk

BEST NEW-CAR DISCOUNTS

d
5
R

www.ACEsales.co.uk

Email: info@acesales.co.uk
For the very best deals
Call: (UK) 01525 406 206
Fax: 01525 403 999

(Select any Regiment or Corps)
BERETS (SILK LINED), PACE STICKS, RANK SLIDES,
SAM BROWNES, TIES (REGIMENT, CORPS OR ASSOCIATION)

Mmmwmmwﬂm@ismm.mm&m“w
andeavouhchetp,asweareunahlemlistalllmpmdmls inaurporﬂoﬁo.Wheﬂ\eryounmmﬁng'nr

Party Experts L1d

The Event Planning & Management Company
We specialise in
# Birthday Parties # End of tour parties
# Anniversary Celebrations % Wedding Planning Services
% Hen & Stag Nights % Family Fun Days
% Christmas Parties # Coming Home Parties
#* Equipment & Theming Hire % Entertainment Suppliers

For a free no obligation quote call our creative feam
today. We put the ART info PARTY.

Telephone: 01252 727000. Mobile: 07881 907554
Email: info@partyexperts.co.uk. www.partyexperts.co.uk

With or without unit designa
Qo
“QA.E. for price list

Phone: 0151-546 51

DRAGON SUPPLIES

FOR ESSENTIAL MILITARY KIT!
NEW BRANCH NOW OPEN IN

—

For officers or other rank

also

y supplie

Fax: 0151-549 112

COLCHESTER

BERGENS, PATROL PACKS,
BATTLEVESTS, WEBBING,
SNUGPAK JACKETS, LOWA
BOOTS, ARKTIS KIT,
WINDPROOF SMOCKS,
SURVIVAL KITS, BUFFALO
JACKETS, MICRO SLEEPING
BAGS, DESERT BOOTS,
CAMELBAK HYDRO PACKS

TELEPHONE 01206 854354
Secure on-line Ordering at
www.dragonsupplies.co.uk.

Unit C4, The Seedbed Centre,

Wyncolls Road, Severalls Park,

Colchester CO4 4HT

WINDSOR

MEDAL
MOUNTING
SERVICES

Miniature medals supplied
and mounted from £10.00 + pgp
Full size medals mounted
from £3.50 each + pap
Loose miniature medals
supplied from £5.00 «p2p
ALL MEDALS MOUNTED
PROFESSIONALLY NOT GLUED
TEL: 07786073060

3 WELLS COURT, LINCOLN LN1 2GY

= e 8§ N

EMBROIDERED GARMENTS

« Polo’s,

« Fantastic Quality * Min. Qty just 50 » Fast
3/4 Weeks Delivery * Free Origination 100+

=) 4

Sweats, and

Full range of
Leisurewear *

Free design
QOrigination for

24+ (any

combination) *
All embroidered

or Logo * Up to
Nine Colours
included at No

EST. 1980. BEST - QUALITY
Extra Cost

- SERVICE - PRICES

WE ALSO SUPPLY:

« Printed T-shirts

« Enamel Badges

« Wire Blazer Badges

« Golf Umbrellas

+ Club and Corporate Ties

Portkil Bay, Kilcreggan, Argyll, G84 OLF

E-mail: sales@ensignmotifs.co.uk Website:

with YOUR Motif

TIES, CAPS & T-SHIRTS

« All items made to
YOUR design
« First Class quality
= Fully guaranteed
« Friendly service
» FREE ADVICE

ENSIGN MOTIF

0.uk
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G.D.Golding
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»/u' W(lf /fm/ m ors

|
| B
)

—

Civil Livery and Military Tailors

Mess kits . No 1 Dress . Service Dress.

Accoutrements .

Suits . Sports Jackets . Blazers . Trousers . Evening Tails .
Morning Suits . Dinner suits . Breeches . Hunt Coats . etc.
Service
Visiting service . (UK & Germany) . Account facilities .
Customer satisfaction guarantee

220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
and 183 London Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3JS

Telephone: 01727 841321 Facsimile: 01727 831462 |

website: www.tailors.co.uk

TOUR T-SHIRTS

LOOKING FOR A NEW ONE?
‘EMBROIDERED or SCREEN_ PRINTED

email: tailors@goldings.co.uk

Complete in-house Desugn &

Artwork services
Call: 01256 771999

I WWW. messdress COM - e i v

: RLCfAGC D&D, Staffordshire: “ RTR RRF

g £320 (inc VAT & rank) ‘ £360 (inc VAT & rank)
| "RE.RSig, RAMC, REME, RA, *Female AGC:

§ Paras, Kings, Queens, AAC: £455 (inc VAT & rank)
N £340 (inc vaT, rank, shirt & tie)

: INTEREST FREE CREDIT

i George Boots £49.99 S/Dress Shirt £14.99

: George Boots Boxed and Spurs Spurs £20

8 £99.99 Spur Boxes £15

i Patent Boots £85 Courtmounting £4 per medal
N Self Bow Tie £15 Most Medals £ £6 Ioose

White Marcella Shirt
Collarless Shirt £27
Queens Golden Jubilee Miniature Medal £5 i.cvara pap

(TKS Medals approved by MOD)
Visit us in Bournemouth 7 days a week by appointment. Contact us for officers price list.

i £22 & £27
:

|

"

I - -

: Made to Measure Tailoring
;

i

|

¥

*Please add p&p on all items

85 Stewart Road, Bournemouth BH8 8NZ
Tel: 01202 302846 Fax: 01202 383874

e-mail: sales@messdress.com

Small classes -
Expert help for Dyslexia / SpLD
Games & riding in our 100-acre grounds
Long experience of Service family needs
Qur own escorts to airport & station
Ethos of kindness & tolerance —

=
e
At Kinlet Hall or Bewdley Wores DY12 3AY
Please call for prospectus: 01299 841230 ~ moffats.co.uk

REGIMENTAL
BROOCHES

DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURERS

JM.BICKERTON

Manufacturing Jewellers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366
HIGH QUALITY ASSURED

E.mail jmb@ regimentalbrooches.co.uk

RAMC £150 Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co,uk
CARICATURES by post
Watercolour paintings
-of groups or singles ! o
from photos Planning a Unit
- expedition to NEPAL!
g (0792 975 4642 J IRy ittt
CARICATURES byemail | | e e
A fast turnaround service | | WRRGSCSHIERRESS 0 TIEFOICES
Only £20/£30 each MOUNTAIN BIKING, JUNGLE SAFARI

For details and full brochure Tel: 01782 257914 or
email: 199, uk

www.caricature.co.uk
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For either UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot’s No.l supplier to HM Forces

UNBEATABLE

-

Call Colin Clubley:
Sales Hotline: 01980 653434 Fax: 01980 654256

www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk
or e-mail: colin@peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk

PEUGEOT

RAMGERS

MILITARY SALES




CLASSIFIEDS

Sarah, (27), single with dark hair and
brown eyes, A teacher who works in
Further Education. Enjoys
rambling/walking, the countryside,
travelling, music, country pubs, wine
bars, cinema and eating at restaurants.
Worked overseas for four vears in India
and Greece. Seeking male pen pals, 25-
35, P 341

Hayley, (22), 4’11%, single blonde with
blue eyes. Enjoys travel, nights in and out,
pubs and clubs. Ex-holiday rep, TA, very
supportive and outgoing. Seeking male
soldiers, 20-30. Will reply to all letters
received. P364

Paula, (41), 5’3", short blonde hair,
happy, healthy, easy-going, GSOH,
tactile, romantic and straight talking.
Widowed for 15 vears and has two grown
up children. Enjoys keep fit, entertaining
friends and exercising her two dogs.
Seeking single male pen pals, any age
group. P368

Carole, (47), 5’4", dark hair with
medium build. Enjoys music, cinema,
theatre, eating out and reading. Divorced
with two teenage children living in Essex.
Seeking pen pals, any age group. P369

Linda, (48), 5°3”, brunette with brown
eyes. Enjoys meeting people. Working
part time at a fire brigade/first aid.
Seeking pen pals taller than 5’77,
preferably non-smokers with good
personality, late 30s early 40s. P370
Sharon, (39), 5°4”, fair hair and green
eyes. Enjoys cinema, amateur dramatics,
holidays, music, watching all sports,
church, Elvis and having fun. Divorced
with one child. Seeking pen pals, 35+.
P371

Rachel, (30), 5’5”, curvy with dark
hair. Enjoys cinema, cooking, eating out,
rugby union, the coast and reading
Seeking genuine pen pals with GSOH,
28-40. P372

Nicola, (23), 5’3”, medium build
blonde with brown eyes. Enjoys pubs,
clubs, football and cinema. Seeking male
pen pals, 20-35, P373

Jennifer, 5°7” teacher. Enjoys reading,
walking, gardening, theatre and places of
historical interest. Seeking friendly,
honest pen pals with integrity, any age
group. P374

Helen, (44), 5’1, short brown hair and
brown eyes. Caring with GSOH but shy.
Enjoys sport especially football & rugby,
the gym, walking, cooking, eating out,
videos, cinema and travel. Seeking pen
pals with similar interests, 35-45. P375

Bex, (21), 5’3", longish blonde hair and
blue eyes. Enjoys travelling, going out
with friends, pubs, clubs, music, dancing,
' meeting new people and generally having
a good ume. Lives in Lincolnshire and
works as a nursery nurse, loves driving in
her car. Seeking pen pals, any age group.
P376

Belinda, (22), 5°4”, slim with dark
strawberry blonde hair and blue/green
eyes. Enjoys meeting new people, writing
letters, cinema, eating out, shopping,
swimming, pets and travel. Seeking
female pen pals of similar age, photo
appreciated 20+. P377
Judith, (52), 5?5, auburn hair and
blue eyes. Enjoys walking, travelling,
cinema, theatre, computing, reading,
gardening, eating out and cooking,
Admin Assistant, kind, cheerful
personality and loves receiving letters.
Seeking pen pals, 38-60. P378

To advertise
for a Pen IPal

Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, SAE to:

Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU

Or visit Soldier Magazine
online at:

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
Email: hshekyls@soldiermagazine.co.uk
All pen pal adverts must be prepaid

Karen, (35), 5°7%, curvy blonde.
Enjoys socialising, music and travel.
Works in advertising, divorced with no
children. Seeking pen pals, 35-45,

P379

Barbara, (36), 5’27, blonde hair and
blue eyes, Enjoys swimming, gym, pubs
and clubs. Seeking pen pals, 40-50.
P380

Jill, (44), 5’3, dark brown hair and
brown eves. Enjoys days out in the
country, walking, visiting nice places,
keep fit, cinema and meals out. Seeking
single male pen pals with a caring nature
and GSOH, 36-46. P381

Georgina, (45), 5’6", nurse with long
dark hair. Enjoys shooting, riding,
walking, concerts, writing, reading and
studying. Seeking pen pals, any age

group. P383

Cathy, (34), 5°2”, slim brunette. Enjoys
medieval history, Leicester Tigers,
Neighbours, Bryan Adams, Question of
Sport and Lord of the Rings. Seeking pen
pals in the Army who enjoy rugby union
and must have a GSOH, 32-45. P385

Elise, (40 ish), 5’5", slim divorced
blonde. Enjoys cinema, eating in or out,
holidays, walking, music and pubs.
Seeking tall single/divorced officer/soldier
pen pals, 40-50. Photo appreciated.

Pen Pal
Replies

To reply to a pen pal, write a letter
and send it to this address:
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

* The box number must be clearly written in the
top left corner of all your replies.

* Replies should consist only of letter and
photograph if requested.

* Replies received more than three months after
the cover date, large, heavy or poorly
addressed envelopes will not be forwarded.

BOOKS

Keep in step, with A SOLDIER’S
POCKET BOOK. Great value for
money. A ‘must have’ for your kit. Price
£7.50. See www.milpkbk.co.uk or email:
sales(@milpkbk.co.uk. Tel/fax 01964
542878. Military Pocket Books, PO Box
28, Beverley HU17 5LA. 12/03

FREE MILITARY catalogues/books
wanted. Will collect. Marine &
Cannon Books, Sandowne, Tiverton
Heath, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6
9HN. Tel: 01829 732524.

0L/03/05/07/00/11-03

BUSINESS OPPS

Ex-Servicemen & women wanted.
I am an ex-serviceman now earning in
excess of 50k, Full training given
experience not necessary. Phone Brian for
an immediate interview on 020 8554
5296. 12/03

Work from home! Serious people
wanted who want to change their life for
good. Your future starts here,
www.chequethis-out.com. 09/03

AREYOU EARNING WHAT
YOU'REWORTH? Concerned about
vour pension? Work from home and earn
real money. www.actnow.uk.com.

08/03

Want a part-time income that can
beat your present pay? Build an
international business from home? I'll
show you how. Web:
Www.ezipcpay.com 10/03

Simply the best opportunity. Create
unlimited income. No boss, no risk.
Low start up cost. P/T, F/T, 0113
2089184. 07/03

FOR SALE

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES.
4 x 1st stamps for list. Many scarce.
Anthony Webb, 84, Merritt Road,
Greartstone, Kent TN28 8SZ. 12/03

Black and brown brogues, loafers,
cavalry boots and chukka boots in
leather and suede. For further
information please call 020 7520 9212
or email: infl@smartturnout.co.uk or
www.smartturnout.co.uk, 12/03

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring for
information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
816340/41. Website www.peterhicks.com
and email: sales@peterhicks.com. 1203

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2, for list to:
Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle Vue Street,
Filey, North Yorkshire. Website address
www.cairnxson. freeserve.co.uk.

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists £2.
Castle Armoury Dept. 10, PO Box 312,
Dover CT16 3QP. 12/03

MILITARY WATCHES, BRITISH,
SWISS, GERMAN. Superb, used by
Special Forces. Catalogues 4 x 1st stamps.
‘AWMW”, 84 Merritt Road, Greatstone, Kent
TIN28 85Z. 12103

A “Title’ plus land for only £20.00.
Unbelievable? Send for free details to:
S.A. Survival, The Cabin, Strathy,
Scotland, KW 14 7RY. 02/04

Quality makers of pipe band &
uniform accessories, hand-
embroidered badges Irish & Scottish
family crest pipe banners, sashes,
regimental banners & standards in
bullion wire at rock bottom prices. ISO
9002 certified. Topflyz Industries 21/414
Majid Pura, Sialkot 51310/Pakistan. Tel:
+92 432 580913 Fax: +92 432 588547
email: topflyz@skt.comsats.net.pk.

02/04

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £3 for Edition 10, 1000-item
catalogue (incl 35+ SAS). Cheques
payable to G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523, Visit
www.militaryfinearts.com.

07/09/11-03 01/03/05-04

Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with most
regiments and corps of the British Army we
made your shields for the Falklands, the
Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia and most
other UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields, Write
for a full colour brochure to: Military
Marketng International, 74-77 Steward
Street, Ladywood, Birmingham BA18 7AF.,
Tel/fax: 0121-4545393. Minimum order 25
Shields. £11.95, no VAT outside the UK,
Shieldclocks £19. Website address:
www.militarymarketing.co.uk. Email:

mmisales@militarymarketing.co.uk. 12103
e —————————————

MILITARY SURPLUS - ALL
NEW! Rucksacks, packs, clothing,
accessories. Exciting stuff! Catalogue 4 x
Ist stamps, “AWMS” 84 Merritt Road,
Greatstone, Kent, TN28 88Z.

12/03
BRITISH ARMY POSTCARDS.
Superb uniform paintings. SAE for
catalogue and sample. Geoff White,
19 Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol,
BS48 3BN. 0703

Good quality jumpers in regimental
colours and other military gifts. For
further information please call 020 7520
9212 or email: infl@smartturnout.co.uk
or www.smartturnout.co.uk. 1203

Regimental ties, badges, cufflinks,
tie slides, enamelled sets — over 400
regiments available, bow ties and
cummerbunds also in stock

www. TieNet.co.uk. 08/03

Military framing, pace sticks, canes,
medals, badges, blazer badges,
collectables - in fact, everything for
that Mess presentation. Visit our
website: www.egframes.co.uk. Email:
orders(@egframes.co.uk 09/03

Victorian: Helmet, Shako, Glengarry
Cap Badges. All genuine. SAE for
detailed list. For further information
phone 01271 862305. 07/04

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES
ALSO
MINI BUSES/VANS
ANY CONDITION CASH BUYER

Tel: 020 8 534 4016/020 8 555 0823
(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

PORTRAITS OR CARICATURES
(PEOPLE, PETS, HOUSES, ETC.)

SINGLE OR GROUPS

Send photos to:
Stanlay Hurr

8 Buneelt Reoad
Walls, Svansrost
BAS 257

Tol: 01740 877188

Email: stanhurr@supanet.com
Web gallery: www.portraitsandcaricatures.com|
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£££ ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS ££f

10 May 2003

1st (365 runs, £6,400): CSgt AM Gunn,
Army Foundation College, Harrogate;
2nd (352 runs, £3,200): Cpl SE Phillip, 2
PWRR, Tern Hill; 3rd (344 runs, £2,100):
Maj JF Turner, 1 Staffords, Tidworth; 4th

(341 runs, £1,333.33): Maj HIM Clark, 1 A

and SH, Belfast; 4th (341 runs,
£1,333.33): Cpl JDP Nelson, Royal Hos-
pital Haslar, Gosport; 4th (341 runs,
£1,333.33): Pte C Sedgwick, 7 Tpt Regt

RLC, Bielefeld; 7th (337 runs, £700): SSgt

GB Walton, 59 Indep Cdo Sgn RE,
Chivenor; 8th (331 runs, £500): Cpl BA
O'Sullivan, 1 CS Med Regt, Munster; 9th
(330 runs, £166.67): Capt DO Blackburn,
7 Para RHA, Aldershot; 9th (330 runs,
£166.67): Bdr MC Hardman, 3 RHA,
Hohne; Sth (330 runs, £166.67): Cpl PS
Wakeman, CSSU HQ, RAF Akrotiri

17 May 2003

1st (574 runs, £3,900): Sgt RG Alligan,
13 Air Asslt Sp Regt, Colchester; 1st
(574 runs, £3,900): SSgt SP Lynham, 9
Sup Regt RLC, Chippenham; 1st (574

runs, £3,900): Cpl T McGill, 1 GS Regt
RLC, Gutersloh; 4th (568 runs,
£1,333.33): Pte PN Blakelock, 7 Coy
Coldm Gds, London; 4th (568 runs,
£1,333.33): LCpl AW Greenaway, SEME,
Bordon; 4th (568 runs, £1,333.33): Cpl DI
Price, 22 Engr Regt, Andover; 7th (563
runs, £700): Capt BC McMaster, 1 Hidrs,
Edinburgh; 8th (557 runs, £333.33): WO2
DA Caldwell, 666 Sqn AAC (V), Bulford;
8th (557 runs, £333.33): SSgt A Kaye, 40
Regt RA, Topcliffe; 8th (557 runs,
£333.33): Pte BJ Parkinson, 3 Para RHA,
Aldershot

24 May 2003

1st (425 runs, £6,400): WO2 Rl Whereat,
4 GS Med Regt, Aldershot; 2nd (397
runs, £3,200): Capt A Bremner, SEAE,
Arborfield; 3rd (389 runs, £2,100): LCpl
JS Montgomery, 1 RGBW, Hounslow; 4th
(386 runs, £1,700): SSgt R Larkin, 3 CS
Regt RLC, Abingdon; 5th (381 runs,
£1,300): Pte M Vakatawa, 1 GH, Ballykel-
ly; 6th (380 runs, £1,000): SSgt S Hinds,
1 Bn REME, Osnabruck; 7th (378 runs,
£700): Cpl TH Reynolds, 2 RGJ, Warmin-

ster; 8th (377 runs, £500): WO2 RH Fish-
wick, HQ 1 (UK) Armd Div, Herford; 9th
(376 runs, £300): Capt KF Dermody, 9
Sup Regt RLC, Chippenham; 10th (375
runs, £200): SSgt PJ Johnston, 22 Regt
RA, Kirton in Lindsey

31 May 2003

1st (306 runs, £6,400): Pte L Homer,
Army Foundation College, Harro-
gate; 2nd (295 runs, £3,200): WO1
DA Capner, 1 Kings, Catterick; 3rd
(291 runs, £2,100): Capt EA Lindsay,
115 Pro Coy RMP, Osnabruck; 4th
(290 runs, £1,700): LCpl MJ Price, 28
Engr Regt, Hameln; 5th (286 runs,
£1,300): Maj HFA Sugden, QDG, Catt-
erick; 6th (284 runs, £1,000): Capt OM
Dodd, 16 CS Med Regt, Colchester;
7th (279 runs, £700): LCpl DL Bevan,
20 Armd Bde Sig Sqn, Sennelager;
8th (278 runs, £500): Sgt SW Burman,
HQ Land, Wilton; 9th (277 runs,
£300): WO2 L Collingwood, Sp Bn HQ
ARRC, Rheindahlen; 10th (276 runs,
£200): Maj D Whitelegg, 151 Sp Regt
RLC (V)

07 June 2003

1st (617 runs, £6,400): WO2 AG Hill, 23
Pnr Regt RLC, Bicester; 2nd (609 runs,
£3,200): Cpl SJ Birks, SID REME (TFHE
DET), Donnington; 3rd (608 runs,
£2,100): WO2 PA Buckley, AGC Depot,
Worthy Down; 4th (603 runs, £1,700):
Capt RJE Forrest, BOWTAT, Bulford; 5th
(602 runs, £1,300): Sgt MJ Arnold, 7
Para RHA, Aldershot; 6th (600 runs,
£850): WO2 RA McConnell, 7 Regt AAC
(V), Bulford; 6th (600 runs, £850): SSgt N
Pelleymounter, 9 Sup Regt RLC, Chip-
penham; 8th (597 runs, £400): Cpl M
Dudding, HQ Ashchurch Stn; 8th (597
runs, £400): Capt PR Wells, 17 Port &
Mar Regt, Marchwood; 10th (591 runs,
£100): Sgt IRH Campbell, 30 Signal
Regt, Bramcote; 10th (591 runs, £100):
Maj AK Townsend, 5 Trg Regt RLC,
Grantham

Does the Lottery Manager know your
correct address ? If not, it could take
longer to receive your cheque if you
are aWinner!! Ring Aldershot Mil
3550 to amend your details.

£££ ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS f££f£

Flags £8 each. BFPO £10. 152em % 91cm
(5 x 3 FT) printed full colour. British Army,
NATO, UN, Union Jack, George Cross,
England 4 Lions, St George Rose, Welsh
Dragon, St
Davids Cross,
Scot’ Lion, St
Andrews Cross.
White red or
RAF ensigns,
Irag, US rebel etc. over 300 various national
& organisations banners also vehicle, table,
hand waving ‘flaglets’ & flagstaffs, We deliver
worldwide. Send for free catalogue.
FLYING FLAGS, 174 SOUTH ROAD,
HAILSHAM, EAST SUSSEX, BN27
3NR, U.K. Phone: 01323 843471, Fax:
842234 Email: flyingflags@hotmail.com

®

Iraq ‘Most Wanted’ Playing Cards.
Privileged price for members of HM
Armed Forces. Tel: 0778 7993145 or
visit www.al-4u.co.uk/military.html

07/03

HOLIDAYS

CYPRUS: Limassol Bungalow -
Larnaca Flat. Sleeps four, near
beach/town, from £150.00 - £250.00 per
week. Tel: 02085056855 e-mail:
dmc28peel@tiscali.co.uk. 11/04

ORLANDO, brand new, luxury four
bed, two bath villa, ten mins to
Disneyworld. Sleeps eight to ten. Own
heated pool. From £450 p.w. Details at
www.floridapinesonline.com Email:
penny(@floridapinesonline.com or
Telephone 01932 706282 1203

The ultimate extreme sports holiday.
Windsurfing, kitesurfing, skvdiving,
canyoning, wakeboarding & more. The
Bay of Roses, Catalonia Spain. Tel. 01254-
399091. www.wildcoast.info, 10003
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FRANCE: relax and unwind in our
country cottage with superb views. Situated
on the Charente/Dordogne border, south of
Angoleme. Well situated for exploring both
regions. Aprox. lhr 30 min. from Royan
beaches. Fully firted sleeps 4+. Contact
les.dalton@wanadoo.fr or phone
0033545240763, 08/03

Tropical Tobago from £100 p.p.p.wk.
B&B in twin bedded on-suite room or
self-catering aparttment sleeping up to
six. Private pool. Tel: 01291 626669,
Cell: 07884048391,
Email: shirley@hummingbird-
heights.com

7/03

Marbella, Miraflores, brand new 5 star
apartments in exclusive area. Sleeps 4,
communal pool, 3 quality golf courses,
close to all amenities. 10 minutes to
beach and fully furnished with all home
comforts, For info contact: 0207
2332586 or 0794 4502370.

PEN PALS: Linkline is a British
Registered Charity committed to bringing
people together as pen friends. Get to
know a companion or partner, like
yourself, as penfriends. Just exchange letters
until you feel comfortable with your new
friend. Details: SAE, LINKLINE(S), BOX
7358, LONDON N1-5QF. 08/03
MEM Penpals. Send a SAE for more
derails to: MEM Penpals (Z), PO Box
11281, Birmingham, B43 5WU.

ENJOY WRITING LETTERS?
Feeling lonely? We have pen pals in the
UK, waiting to find new pen pals in the
UK forces, stationed all over the world. A
chatroom will be arriving shortly on the
website. For an application form visit:
www.forcespenpals.co.uk or tel/fax
01274 814242, 07/03

NOTICES SPORTS

Charity Commission
REFERENCE: 283327

CHARITY: The Commander 42 (North West)
Brigade Trust Fund
The 42 (North West) Brigade
Recreation Fund
42 (North West) Brigade Sports Fund

The Charity Commission has made a Scheme to
amend the trust of these charities.

2 (NW
od, Preston, Lancs PR2 BAA

Ora copy can be obtained by sending a
stamped addressed envelope to The Charity
Commission, Woodfield House, Tangier, Taunton,
Somerset, TA1 4BL, quoting the above reference
or visiting our website at
http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk

Charity Commission

CHY - 11618
REFERENCE: EN/318707/RED

CHARITIES: The Buffs Cottage Homes (including
the Knox Memorial Home) - 266298
The Douglas Haig Memorial Homes - 207318

A Scheme is a legal document made by the
Charity Commission. A Scheme has been made
for these Charities, which has transferred the
property of the Buffs Cottage Homes to the Dou-
glas Haig Memorial Homes.

Or a copy can be obtained by sending a stamped
addressed envelop to Armed Forces Charities,
The Charity Commission, Woodfield House,
Tangier, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 4BL, quoting
the above reference or visiting our website at
http://www.charity-commision.gov.uk
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25 Regiment RA 1947-84: Reunion at
Larkhill, July 5-6. Contact Len Haddow, 4 The
Rise, Hempstead, Gillingham ME7 3SF, tel/fax
01634 388156.

Northamptonshire  Regiment:  Annual
reunion of the Northants Regimental Associa-
tion and Leicestershire branch of Royal
Anglian Association, July 12-13. Dinner,
reception tickets from TA Centre, Clare Street,
Northampton NN1 3JQ, tel 01604 635412.

127 (Dragon) Battery: Reunion weekend,
Mansergh Barracks, Gitersloh, July 18-20, to
mark relocation of the battery from 26 Regt
RA to 19 Regt RA at Larkhill. Contact Capt
Tom Luker on 0049 5241 84 2256 or e-mail
dragons127battery @hotmail.com

600 Signal Tp, past and present, Corsham:
Tenth annual reunion and barbecue to be held
Aug 30. Details from Mary Scott on 01225
814327 or 600signaltroop @iclwebkit.co.uk

Royal Welch Fusiliers Comrades’ Associa-
tion: 79th annual reunion, Sept 6-7, Hightown
Barracks, Wrexham. Call 01978 316189.

Royal Anglian Regt Assn: Regimental day to
be held at the Imperial War Museum, Duxford
on Sept 14. Details from RHQ 01284 752394
or e-mail rhq_ranglian@keme.co.uk

Ex-REME fitter Cpl Andrew Duncan, sought
by old penpal from early 1970s. E-mail
annepegi@hotmail.com

Ex-Sgt Bob (Foxy) Fowler, of 42 Svy Regt
RE, Longparish, nr Andover in 1971 was a pal
of then LCpl Bob Morgan, who wishes to con-
tact him. Write to 13 St Paul’s Street, Clitheroe,
Lancs BB7 2LS or phone 01200 426337.

Ex-53 Fd Sqn RE (Airfields) Pete Zapasnic
and Mick Gosling at Waterbeach from 1972-
75 are asked to contact lan Power on 01745
334 108 or ipwr7 @aol.com

Army Medical Services website can be
found at www.armymedic.info/community

Infantry Demonstration Battalion (IDB),
Battlesbury Barracks, Warminster, Archie

ASSISTANCE TO AUTHORS

VIEWS on the impact of the Iraq war invited for
a confidential nationwide survey of attitudes to be
published in the autumn. Has the war changed
your outlook? Are you more or less materialistic or
family orientated? Are you thinking more about
spiritual matters? Are you confident of the future?

Churchgoers replying to a survey after Sep-
tember 11 remained confident because Bible
prophecy promises Christ will return to stop
humanity from destroying itself. If you belong to a
church when did you first hear these prophecies
and from whom? If you are not a church member
and this teaching is new to you, does it encourage
you? Does it change your view on Christianity?
Should churches give greater prominence to
prophecy to provide reassurance in times of insta-
bility? Views to Rev J Willands, Church of England

Reunion and searchline notices also

36 Regiment RA: Reunion on Sept 26-27 at
Marlborough Hotel, Felixstowe. Open to ex-36
RA members of all arms. E-mail Keith Holder-
ness at 36 @keithraa.freeserve.co.uk or visit
http://members.tripod.com/krh30/36reg/

63 Squadron RLC: Centenary parade, open
day, Sept 20, Roman Barracks, Colchester.
Ring Capt Derek Hendry on 01206 78063.

Beverley Boys 1950-55, 6 (B) TR Royal Sig-
nals: Reunion Oct 3-4, Details from Tony Hull
01202 770261 or Mick Teague 01670 3666.

5 Armd Fd Amb, Oxford Bks, Munster, and
5 Fd Amb: Reunion at the Post House Hotel,
Chester on Oct 4. Details from Axel Foley on
07801443799 or muppet787 @hotmail.com
or Deeks Blackburn on mil 94229 5379 or
07813 250330.

RHA Association: 83rd reunion dinner, AGM
and annual church service for past and pre-
sent members of any RHA unit at the Victory
Services Club and St Johns Wood, Oct 4-5. If
you have not received details by Sept, contact
Maj (Retd) Whiteway, HQ Dulmen Station,
BFPO 44; Mike Carter on 01225 708223; or e-
mail dinnersec@rhaassn.fsnet.co.uk

Inf Boys/JLdrs Bn 1950s-70s: Ninth reunion
for boys/J Ldrs Harrogate, Tuxford, Plymouth,

Reid seeks those serving there from 1979-82.
E-mail forus @blueyonder.co.uk

Ex-Airborne Medical Association for past
and present, serving with or attached. Contact
Maj (Retd) Bob Wickens, 01228 560990.

Ex-Fusilier lan (Gl Joe) Usher 1975-93 (1
RRF) seeks contact with old mates from
BAOR/BFG, USA, Canada, Fl, Jordan, NI,
Cyprus and Battlesbury Bks. Write to 96
Crescent Road, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 9RA.

Tony Bowdler ex-RMP 1954-63 seeks old
friends from 458 Squad, Woking, Malaya,
France and Cyprus. Telephone 01905 775174
or e-mail TonyB @elaineb.freeserve.co.uk

WRAC Association Dacorum and District
Branch open to QMAAC, ATS or WRAC.

Vicarage, Clayhill Road, Leigh, Surrey RH2 8PD,
marking envelope “Iraq Survey”. For more details

enclose sae with 55p stamp.

Oswestry, Shornclifie, Oct 11, Royal Rifle Vol-
unteers Training Centre, Milton Keynes. Con-
tact C McGrogan, 15 Lambie Street,Whitburn,
W Lothian EH47 OHH; 01501 744555/741215.

662 Squadron AAC: 60th anniversary, Oct
11, Wattisham Airfield. Ex-members, families
welcome. Details: Anniversary Secretary, 662
Sqn AAC, Wattisham Airfield, Ipswich IP7 7RA
or e-mail anniversary662@yahoo.co.uk

RMP Cyprus veterans: Reunion on Oct 18.
Call Tony Bowdler on 01905 775174 or Brian
Lovett on 01142 392984 if you are interested.

12 Regt RA: Reunion for all officers past and
present on Oct 18 at Woolwich. Contact 2nd Lt
Matt Ives, 12 Regt RA, Dempsey Bks, BFPO
16 or e-mail mives17180@hotmail.com

8 Regt RCT/RLC: Reunion at JJB Stadium,
Wigan on Oct 25. More information from J
Aspinall on jimmyasp @hotmail.com.

SNCO recovery mechanics: Reunion dinner
in WOs' and Sgts' Mess, SEME Bordon, Nov
1. Ring WO1(ASM) Mackay on 01420 485526.

7 Armd Wksp Coy, Grapple 1: Reunion
dinner for those deployed in Bosnia Nov 1992-
May 1993 at Arborfield, Nov 1-2. Ring SSgt
Griffiths/SSgt Jobes on 01420 485610.

Meetings first Wednesdays. Details of UK

groups: General Secretary, WRAC Assn, AGC-

Centre, Worthy Down, Winchester SO21 2RG.

War and Army service details of late Burma
veteran and Chindit Maj Kenneth Arnold
Simpson RAMC sought by cousin E Wilson,
143 Harbord Street, London SW6 6PN.

Cpl Terry (Scouse) Bundy, ex-Military Works
Force Chilwell (1990), wife Helen and family
sought by friends Lee, Kerstin and Rebecca
Turner. Lee_Turner@blueyonder.co.uk

News of Ron Barker, South Croydon, ex-
Royal Scots Greys, Barce, Libya 1952-3,
and 22528852 Norman (Norrie) Bunnett,
Peckham sought by old comrades c/o A
Agnew, 5 Brooklyn Villas, Ceylon Street, Hull
HU9 5RH or tel 01482 783430.

SOLDIER COMPETITIONS §

Devil May Cry (May) winners: Main prize
goes to Cpl Lisa Waugh, BFPO 140;
runners-up: S Hogg, BFPO 80; Bdr

Cooney, 3 RHA, BFPO 64. Answer: Dante.

KOREAN War training 1945-53 and combat

experience 1950-53 being researched by military
historian at Leeds University. Korean War veter-
ans, training personnel asked to call James H R
Goulty on 01661 853247 or write to him at Wylam

Wood, Wylam, Northumberland NE41 8HZ.

MASH season one (May) Winners: K
Arkley, Glais, Swansea; A E Lewington,
Swindon, Wilts; WO2 Steve Davies,
Aldershot; Lt Col R Turford, BFPO 53; B L
Kent, Truro, Cornwall. Answer: Loretta
Swit.

RASC airborne dispatchers sought by author

for book in memory of the RAF’s contribution to
Arnhem campaign, Sept 1944. Contact Alan W
Cooper, Lancaster, Cotswold Gardens, Lon-
glevens, Glos GL2 0DR, tel 01452 523479 or e-

mail coopdams30@tesco.net

Resident Evil Zero (May) Winners: D
Guest, Stanway, Colchester; Cpl Ferris,
Salisbury, Wilts; LCpl J L Piper, BFPO
805. Answer: a) Rebecca Chambers; b)
Billy.
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Picture: Steve Dock

Man on a mission: Sgt Phill Minns, above, is
preparing to run the Thames path from Oxford
to Greenwich . .. the hard way. Serving with 3
CS Regiment RLC at Dalton Barracks in
Abingdon, Phill plans to carry on his back
everything he needs to complete the 120-mile
trip in just two days — water, food and a tent.
He is going to be raising money for charity
and can be contacted at the unit welfare office.

FD Marshal Lord Vin-
cent was among the
guests at a reception
to celebrate the 40th
birthday of bespoke
military tailors GD
Golding of St Albans.

The founder, Geof-
frey Golding, who is
dyslexic, left school
with no gqualifications at the age of 15 and
at 19 started his tailoring business despite
difficulties with reading and writing. Two
years ago Golding's was awarded a Royal

[N

ood turn-out: Fd Mrshal Vin-
cent, left, and Geoffrey Golding

UPDATE EXTRA

Tailor-made for success

Warrant by the Queen for ser-
vices to the Royal Family.

The bespoke military and
civilian tailors have long been
among Soldier's most loyal
advertisers.

Stage, screen and radio
personality Nicholas Par-
sons, himself dyslexic, was a
celebrity guest at the celebra-
tion, which included a photographic record
of military uniforms in current use.

The event raised more than £2,000 for
the Hertfordshire Dyslexia Association.

FEls
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Fast start: Car number 84 on the start

line of the first ASCAR race of the
season at Rockingham, Northants,
drew the eyes of more than 40,000 spec-
tators for two reasons. It achieved the
fastest times while practising and its
camouflage livery stood out in the pack.

Sponsored by the Territorial Army for
a new recruiting drive, the car led for
much of the first race before a poor pit-
stop pushed driver Ben Collins back to

. fookom.

o -

fourth. He was second in the next race.

The military theme was extended
away from the track, with the boy band
Busted being flown in by Sea King
search-and-rescue helicopters of 22
Squadron RAF to play two short con-
certs, while RAF Wittering provided a
static display of the Rapier anti-aircraft
missile system and Royal Logistic
Corps personnel built a tower so
youngsters could have a go at climbing.

( Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000:
www.armybenfund.org
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569
Army Welfare Service 01722 433456
Army Families Federation 01980 615525;
www.aff.org.uk
British Limbless Ex-Service Men’s
Association 020 8590 1124;
www.blesma.org.uk
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880

Germany 0800 1827 395

Cyprus 080 91065

Bosnia 0800 731 4880

Others UK 1980 630854

Operations worldwide Paradigm Homelink
Access Number *2999 @thePINprompt
Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 01372 841600;
www.combatstress.com
Consumer Credit Counselling Service Free

A

Confidential Helpline 0800 1381111
0800-2000 hours Mon-Fri

Family Escort Service 020 7463 9249
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
www.gulfveteransassociation.co.uk
Joint Service Housing Advice Office 01722
436575

Mutual Support (Forces Multiple Sclerosis
support group) 01666 824709

National Gulf Veterans and Families
Association Office (0900-1700) 01482
808730; 24-hour helpline on 01482 833812;
www.ngvfa.com

Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011; www.rfea.org.uk

Royal British Legion’s Legionline 0845
7725 725; www.britishlegion.org.uk

RBL Industries Vocational Assessment
Centre 01622 717202/ 718484; www.rbli.co.uk
ESHRA Ex-Service Homes Referral Agency
020 7839 4466 www.eshra.com or
eshra@britishlegion.org.uk

St Dunstan’s Home for blind ex-Servicemen
and women 020 7723 5021;
www.st-dunstans.org.uk

SAMA 82 (South Atlantic Medal Association)
for Falklands conflict veterans 01495 227577
e-mail: densama@aol.com

Samaritans 08457 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980 618244
Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783;
www.ssafa.org.uk

SSAFA Forces Help Housing Advisory
Service 01722 436400

Veterans' Agency (includes War Pensions
Agency) 0800 169 2277(from UK); 0044
1253 866043 (from overseas);
www.veteransagency.mod.uk

Victim Support Western Europe (SSAFA
Forces Help) in Germany 02161 47 2272;
from outside Germany 0049 2161 47 2272
WRVS General enquiries 02920 739906;
WWW.WIvs.org.uk
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UPDATE EXTRA

DATES

JULY

14-19: Musical Nights at the
Royal Arsenal. Tel 020 8317
8687 (www. musicalnights.com)
8-13: 69th annual exhibition by
Armed Forces Art Society, The
Mall Galleries, The Mall, London.
See www.afas.org.uk

18-20: International air tattoo,
RAF Fairford (www.airtattoo.com)

IF we don’t smarten up this dummy he'll never pass inspec-
tion. Former National Servicemen, from left, Lt Richard
Vaughan RAPC, Brig Ken Timbers RA and 2nd Lt Mac
McCullagh RTR get to grips with a model soldier in the
National Army Museum's “730 Days Until Demob?” exhibition,
which marks the 40th anniversary of the last National Service-
man to leave the Army.

That man was Richard Vaughan, who hung up his uniform

AUGUST :

1-23; Edinburgh Tattoo (tattoo and returned to civvy street on May 16, 1963. :
office 0130 225 4783) During the 16 years that it lasted, young men from all back-
SEPTEMBER : grounds and social classes plunged into a new world, some-

times bored rigid by the monotony of barrack life in Britain,
sometimes transported into a far-off and exotic eastern loca-
tion, and for some the desperate life-and-death realities of six
major conflicts, including Korea, Malaya and Borneo.

26-2: Military kit, displays, Horse
Guards Parade, 1000-1700, free.
28: Aldershot Militaria Society
and The Military History Society

o . suitably magisterial as he takes on the The exhibition in the NAM in Chelsea recalls a time some
ﬁ;;ﬁ;??:mﬁg;ngﬁég L onerous burden of commanding The described as the worst years of their lives, some as the best.
: : : King’s Royal Hussars, who returned to In all, 1.3 million youngsters endured basic training, a degree
- > Tidworth last month after a tour in of ritual humiliation and, if they had not already discovered
# IT'S just as well Lt Gen Dungannon, Northern Ireland. them, bad language, alcohol and sex. Most were barely 20
Richard Dannatt can Eldon, who you would be hard- years old and none of them ever forgot the experience. ; 5 3
take a joke. When he pressed to know was actually a lance The first soldier killed in Korea was a National Serviceman, :
unveile{d a portrait of him- corporal, “bought” the CO’s jscrab fora one of 395 “730-day” soldiers to die on active service. ] N fsciyle V' jAE Ths VIS iy
; issi i Theodore Hardy at Chateau Frohen-
self commissioned to day to help raise money for the Army Retlsnd Lt n August 9. 1918
S/ mark his retirement as Benevolent Fund. = e(-D ';a?f P ?l:.:;by T:rgnce C:mEO) ;
Colonel of The Green The real seat of power was laid bare e [ SARIETORT PNt
f Howards it was to reveal a | when the commanding officer’s job Life savers wanted ... at the do“ble
Picasso-like image, left, went for £160 while the RSM'’s was IF you know someone who has saved a life in the past year you u S l c W Pa rson Who
LA unrecognisable to his though to be worth a princely £280. can nominate them for national recognition . . . if you are quick.
friends. The - Cpl Joanne Wilkinson was the Forms for the Daily Express Life Savers Awards, backed by
general, right, : successful bidder for the latter and car- | Vodafone, are available from www.vodafone.co.uk/lifesavers IF you like your music served up with frills, gunfire, song, dance and music, not least won t e Vc'
was relieved ried off the RSM'’s walk-round of or by ringing the Life Savers office on 0870 look out for the Royal Artillery’s six-day, river- from the Royal Artillery Orchestra. The organ-
when artist the camp with terrifying aplomb. 902 3333, but nominations close in early July. side spectacular at the Royal Arsenal, Wool- isers are promising the best fireworks display M c a n d D so
John Blakey wich from July 14 to 19. since the Golden Jubilee.
removed the - The gunners are teaming up with Green- Although the gates open at 1800, all-day y
“Picasso” to Canadian colonel Wessex Change'over wich Cguncil to take the st\?le gnd panache of entertainnglent athoolwich is available cour- THE IRe"’_ 11"“:"{’““‘;_ B?réev Hartd:a?
reveal the real PRINCE Andrew called on sol- BRIG Bruce Jackman, left, one of the South the West End to South-East London, featur- tesy of Firepower, the Royal Artillery’s interac- ;nuie?l z’r tgla?:cltjs Ii:gthell\slluset!.ln?g Alr-my
thing. The diers of The Queen’s York Rangers West's best-known military personalities, has ing a cast of 700, fireworks, motorbike stunts, tive museum, and HM Bark Endeavour, a

Chaplaincy at Amport, near Andover.
T B Harvey was 51 when he joined

dinner, at which

replica of Captain Cook’s
guests included

ship.

during a private visit to Canada. He
watched them carry out armoured

retired after 11 years as chief executive and
secretary of the Wessex Reserve Forces and

i . the Royal Army Chaplains’ Department
Field Marshal reconnaissance training at the Cadets Association. His last military post was Tickets from the box : = JurYe 23, 1315. pridowerl:vith i
Lord Inge, was Canadian Forces base of Borden. Commander 43 Brigade in Exeter. His suc- office on 020 8317 B687; Chliing. Ard Aesoribed aeE il
held in Aske The Duke of York is Colonel-in- cessor is Brig Tony Dalby-Welsh, until Ticketmaster on 0870 160 :

i : i arson of the best type”, he was sent
Hall, near Rich- Chief of the regiment, which can recently Director of the Royal Logistic Corps. 160 2861; or on-line at k P

mond, North Yorkshire, last used to trace its roots back to 1755. www.musicalnights.com to join the British EXrEdA'EIOIETV_PaTWa
house recruits to the Green : attSFshﬁssttht:':r:"1w0:s';§e'g!coe§|a'$::‘;-
R - T - ¥ i i A =
st il C d t h 't inf | Walkl“g on I“Illtal'y I“Story g;ﬁ?\}\?azi‘:f; '!_’n‘:juml-s%ﬁlt ed when he “went to the aid of a man
adets shoe It in Tor raq ENGLISH Heritage are offering military history us this picture of her boy lying wgunded in no-man’s-land under
*# NO surprise that 102 Battalion ARMY cadets from Hampshire and the Isle of buffs — and anyone who wants to learn about our meeting US Defense Sec- heavy fire”. The man was st_uck in mud
REME (V), at Newton Aycliffe, Co Wight have raised nearly £1,200 so they can past — the chance to combine a little gentle exer- retary Donald Rumsfeld, and no effort (.:0u|('1 get _hlm out, so
Durham, stays in the news. The unit send shoe boxes packed with school equipment cise with their “fix” of facts. Its guided battlefield left, at Basra airport._ Hardy stayed with him until he died.
ha_s won the Commander 15 (NE) to Irajq. The idea for the appeal came frqm Capt hikes are led by Julian Humphrys: historian, lectur- Cgﬁ:ﬁ:s?::g;;g]dg;gh CONSPICUOUS BRAVERY
Brigade PR Cup and the Fairclough Monica Clutson AGC (ETS), in Basra with HQ 7th er and former head of public relations at the Siatal SejLiadron, part of
PR award for the north of England — | Armoured Brigade. National Army Museum. 16 Air Assault Br'igade, In October 1917 he won the MC for
the first time both have gone to the The cadets filled the boxes with items such as Coming up are walks of the battle of Roundway ! at tha Brne. The Dafense repeatedly helping stretche::men.undt_er
same winner. exercise books, pens, pencils and rulers. Down (eight miles/four hours) in Wiltshire on July Secretary called on fire durlng an attack.l His Victoria
Maj Eric Ingram collected the 12; Flodden (11 miles/six hours) in Northumber- British troops in the area Cross, for .‘most conspicuous bravery
first trophy from Brig David Shaw, MEDICS, both Regular and Territorial Army, land on August 4; Maldon (four miles/two hours) in to thank them for their apd devotion to duty on many occa-
Cdr 15 Bde. The competition takes deployed in the Gulf found the Army Medical Essex on August 30; and Hastings (five miles) on i help in liberating Iraq. sions”, was gazetted on July 11, 1918.
in press, TV and radio coverage as Services website invaluable in keeping in October 12. On October 10, with the Lincolns
well as unit newsletters, corporate touch with family and friends. They could The hikes cost £12, which includes a free iz 3 and Somersets fighting hard south of
imaging and the internet. even chat over the site. It can be found at pocket-size colour pack with laminated cards and Pedal Powered to Paris 5urreys given Bushell VC Cambrai near the Sﬂel,le, he crossed thg
Eiab e www.armymedic.info/community maps. To book, call 0870 333 1183. : i i : : river in darkness. _It s only me, boys,” [P
S IF you fancy cycling to Paris in the autumn, A Victoria Cross won durlrr:g t(l;e First VF\.:orI(:ll he said, before telling them he had to NSRS
H H ring Rebecca Pride on 020 7973 7255 or e- War is to be displayed in the Queen’s Roya o on. Minutes later machine-gun fire foatiice
Your mag goes down a treat from Slovenia to SIovakla mail her at rpride @britishlegion.org.uk. She | Surrey Regiment Museum at West Clandon. \?vas heard. Hardy, shot through the ;:“r
THEY really do read by the MoD and Foreign and Europe to Central Asia. PEP is a co-organiser of the Royal British Legion’s | Won by Lt Col Christopher Bushell, thigh, was evacuated to Rouen, where BT 1
Soldierin Slovenia . . . Commonwealth Office are manager Terence Bradley, at fund-raising Pedal-to-Paris charity bike ride commanding the 7th Queen’s, it had been he died on October 18, two days before [RilH]
and here's the proof. pictured, left, in the British the back of the group and from September 4 to 7. bequeathed to the museum on the death of his 55th birthday and three weeks RN
Language teachers Council offices in Slovenia wearing a tie, tells us the The 440km route starts at Greenwich Park | Col Bushell's daughter, Elizabeth MacLehose. before the end of the war. contact the
from the Czech Repub- with copies of your favourite group finds ngdier“essentia! in London and ends at the Arc de Triomphe. Her children agreed that the full set of his The museum at Amport House, Amport, Andover, [Thaadet]
lic, Hungary, Slovakia, magazine. in generating ideas and in The entry fee is £350 and participants are medals, including a DSQ, should accompany Hants SP11 8BG (01264 773144 ext 4248) is open [REEELED
Slovenia and Ukraine The Peacekeeping English knowing thatdw?1 are includ- expected to raise at least £450 in sponsorship. | it. Letters written to his vtif% lrcl)g lh: He\z/nghes weekdays 0900-1700 by appointment. Entry is free. JlUESIHE]
taking part in an Eng- Project (PEP) runs in 24 ing topics and themes which Previous Pedals-to-Paris have raised more were also handed over. Lt Col Bushe m
lish project sponsored coujntries from Central are really relevant”. than £1.7 million for the Legion. was killed by a sniper on August 8, 1918. www.armymuseums.org.uk
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SHOCRING ROULETTE A

GUARANTEED to sort the men from the
boys. Up to four players sit around the
board and each stick a finger in the hole
provided. The start button is pressed, the
lights flash and the random countdown
starts. When the sound stops, the person in
the unlucky seat takes a jolt of electricity
right up the digit. The more you sweat the
worse it gets.

@ £15, from www.gadgetshop.com (0800
7838343).

TOWEL bown v

PRESENTING the V-Taper Shaper gym towel
(VTS) - a new piece of kit for a cracking
workout.

This specially tailored towel makes a
robust, comfortable, adjustable and
reconfigurable exercise aid that enables a full

complement of self-resisted strength, mobility

and endurance-enhancing exercises that can
be performed almost anywhere.

@® £17.99, from www.v-tapershaper.com
(01672 520550).

TAPER
SHAPER.

Gameon...

UIETCONG, PC

WHO better to share their thoughts on a first-
person shooter based on the Vietnam War than
someone who experienced the conflict at close
quarters?

Vietcong's historical consultant Capt Freder-
ick “Rick” Harvey completed two tours of duty
in Vietnam with the US Army, earning the cov-
eted Combat Infantryman’s Badge as well as
the Silver Star, a Bronze Star, and three awards
of the Purple Heart.

He served in Vietnam as a platoon leader
with the Airborne Infantry, as an executive
officer and commanding officer of Special
Forces, and, during his last tour, as a company
commander with the 1st Infantry Division. He
was medevaced from Vietnam through Japan
in February 1969 after sustaining serious
wounds during a skirmish in the “Iron Trian-
gle” area of operations.

Soldier asked Capt Harvey for his views on
Vietcong, a game in which players assume the
role of an élite soldier in command of US Spe-
cial Forces units . . .

How does Uietcong compare to the real thing?
The tactical aspects of the game are very
true to reality, but thank God you can die
more than once and carry on playing. In
Vietnam you only got one go, however, we
had an expression that went “I got it today
around the edges”. In my case | was hit on

seven different occasions during engage-
ments.

I think if | were to change the game at all
it would be to make it harder to “die”, so
that when you are dead that's it — you are
out of the session. Daing that would leave
the “clearing up” to the survivors and
motivate the dead man to improve his
skills next time he plays.

TIMELY PURCHASE A

WEIGHING just 65g, this wrist-top computer
watch from Suunto can tell you where you
are, what direction you're going in, what the
weather’s likely to do and even what time it
is in two countries at once.

Packed into the Observer Sport are a
chronometer, altimeter, barometer,
electronic compass, as well as a massive
logbook. The watch is water resistant to
100m and the battery, which is easily
changed, lasts around 12 months.

@® £279, from www.suunto.com (01294
315306).

Do you think the game recreates the Jungle
atmosphere accurately?

The scenes are very well done to the
point of making you aware of the slight
advantages you can derive from using
ground cover intelligently. In fact, | would
have appreciated playing this a few times
before going to Vietnam.

This is very true to form. Sometimes,
the difference between getting hit or not
is knowing how to use the small ground
cover variables that exist in the scenes.

Uietcong can have up to 64 gamers playing at
once via LAN or the internet. How good is the
game’s multi-player mode?

You can see national characters coming
out in the multi-player gameplay. | have
noticed that there are differences in the
effectiveness of players from different
countries.

The Germans, for example, are very
good snipers. Americans are very
aggressive and score points quickly. And
the Brits, of course, are so methodical,
and usually “get it right".

# COURTESY of Take-Two Interactive Soft-
ware, Soldier has five prize bundles contain-
ing a copy of Vietcong for the PC and a T-shirt,
up for grabs. i )

For your chance to win, simply tell us in which
year the last US combat troops left Vietnam.

Winners will be drawn at random from the
correct answers received by July 31,
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LK, ALL FORMATS

H a new storyline distinct to the
and set after the events of the
Hulk follows the plight of
troubled scientist Bruce Banner and
his enraged alter ego, the Hulk, as
they battle against enemies straight
from the pages of a Marvel comic.

The game allows players to master
two different gameplay styles unique
to Bruce Banner and the Hulk. As
Banner, gamers must employ the
powers of logic and stealth while
struggling to contain the monster
inside of him to successfully complete
missions.

In stark contrast, as the Hulk, players
must power their way through 25
massive, highly-detailed and
immersive environments, directly
inspired by the film and exclusive to
the game.

They will face five intense boss
battles, smash up to ten enemies at
once and destroy foes with more than
45 devastating attacks.

While the player controls the
incredible power and rage of the Hulk,
objects react to contact as they would
in the real world, displaying
behaviours consistent with the effects
of mass, matter and gravity. For

ALLSTAR BASEBALL, PS2

COMBINING the perfect blend of
simulation-style hardball for the
baseball fanatic with the pick-up
and play ease for the casual
sports gamer, Acclaim Sports’
All-Star Baseball 2003 promises
to hit a home-run in the gaming
charts this summer.

Endorsed by four-times World
Series Champion shortstop
Derek Jeter, the game features
all 30 Major League teams and
more than 900 players, as well
as authentic stadiums, rosters
and uniforms, and detailed in-
game commentary.

ATUQUAD POWER RACING 2, PS2

FEATURING 15 massive tracks in
five different globe-spanning
environments, this multi-player
title puts gamers in the driving
seats of powerful off-road quad
bikes.

The game's fast, edge-of-your-
seat arcade gameplay is enhanced
by the outrageous tricks you can
pull both in the air and on the
ground, and the way that you can
literally fight your way to the
finish line. A perfect anecdote to
all the overly-serious racing
simulators on the market.

UERDICT: Hard-hitting action. 8/10

UERDICT: Four-wheeled fun. 7/10

SOLDIER July 2003

example, cars bounce off walls and
immediately show body damage, glass
shatters and broken pipes roll. Virtually any
object on the screen can be manipulated,
destroyed or used as a weapon.

UERDICT: Incredible . . . a good movie spin-off. 8/10

out now

Games to offer

Bruce Banner

The winners

p ™
win...win...win

SOLDIER has teamed up with Vivendi Universal

a prize that will turn you green with

anger if you miss out.

For your chance to win one of five copies of Hulk
for the PC or one of five copies for the Xbox, simply
answer the following question:

Which actor plays the parts of both scientist

and the superhuman Hulk in this

summer’s blockbuster movie The Hulk?

Send your answers, along with details of which
format (PC or Xbox) you require, on a postcard to
Hulk competition, Soldier, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU.

will be drawn at random from the cor-

rect answers received by July 31. Usual rules apply.

MOTO GP: URT 2, XBOK

DEVELOPED by Climax, MotoGP:
Ultimate Racing Technology 2
offers Xbox and Xbox Live
gamers eight rubber-burning
racing modes which include
stunt, grand prix, time trial, tag
and multi-player.

All this is parked alongside 16
real-world tracks, all of the 500cc
bikes and riders from the 2002
MotoGP series, an intuitive and
easy-to-use arcade-style control
system, customisable bikes and
the option for budding team
managers to design their very
own personalised bike livery.
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Racing presenter backs
a biographical winner

BROUGH Scott is best known as a
TV horse-racing presenter. But this
ex-jockey’s lifetime ambition was to
write a biography of his
grandfather, Jack Seely.
In Galloper Jack, a
Grandson’s Search
for a Forgotten Hero
(Macmillan, £18.99),
Scott narrates a
remarkable story
with style and wit.
Seely saved the
)y crewofa
wrecked ship,
won the DSO in
the Boer War (while being
elected an MP in his absence), and
led the famous Canadian Cavalry
charge on the Western Frontin 1918.
But misfortune and misunderstanding
dogged his political life.

Undercover missions
in France and Thailand

LINGUISTIC ability marked out Royal
Fusiliers officer Sydney Hudson as an
ideal candidate for the Special
Operations Executive.

But he was betrayed

A three weeks after

parachuting into Vichy

France in 1942 and

spent 15 months in

prison before
escaping on foot
through Spain.

\ Two years later
he was back in
France to

conduct a

series of undercover

missions with a female agent. In 1945

he was dropped into East Thailand to

run their guerrilla resistance to the

Japanese. Undercover Operator

(Pen and Sword, £19.95) tells the

whole exciting story in his own words.

Retracing the steps
of a heroic father

IN 1943, Black Watch officer lan Reid
was captured by the Germans in
Tunisia and sent to a prisoner-of-war
=== camp in Italy. Five months
s later he escaped, hiding
& in the beautiful Italian
B countryside until his
L q:k recapture. He was to
~ %\ escape five more
3 times. Now his son
Howard Reid, the
award-winning film-
. maker, writer and
anthropologist has
re-traced his
father's footsteps
through Modena, Florence,
Chianti, Siena and Orvieto to Rome.
The result is Dad’s War (Bantam,
£16.99) — part travelogue, part
wartime adventure story, part
examination of father-son relationships.

One consolation during
George Cross Island’s
carnage and suffering

Fortress Malta: An Island Under Siege, 1940-
1943 by James Holland (Orion, £20).

Review: Brian Jewell

TODAY, the name Malta suggests carefree
holidays in Mediterranean sunshine, but
from 1940 to 1942 the island sustained an
aerial bombardment heavier than that
endured by London during the
Blitz. The enormous strategic
importance of Malta to the
Allies at that time meant that it
had to be defended at all costs.

This book describes the
island’s ordeal from attack by
the Axis powers through the
experiences of a number of
Servicemen, mainly Royal Air
Force and Royal Navy.

At the same time, however,
author James Holland outlines
the involvement of the British
Army, who since pre-war days
had kept a small presence there
at a time when “a tiny island in
the Mediterranean was not a priority”.

C Company of the 2nd Battalion, Queen’s
Own Royal West Kent Regiment played a
prominent part in the defence of Malta and
Frank Rixon, a young soldier in the West
Kents, was building defence posts at the
Marsa Race Track, a possible site for enemy
invasion, when the sirens sounded on June
11, 1940 for the first raid by Italian bombers.

Only 34 anti-aircraft guns were available to
protect Malta’s three airfields, the harbour
and 200 miles of coastline, but all that had
arrived so far in the shape of reinforcements
were “145 bicycles, 400 tons of sandbags and
a detachment of the Middle East Pigeon Sec-
tion with 15 soldiers, 200 pigeons and eight
rabbits”.

In addition to the West Kents were the 2nd
Devons, the 1st Dorsets and the 2nd Royal
Irish Fusiliers. They were joined by the 8th
Battalion, The Manchester Regiment, but
even so this amounted to about 4,000 men
only.

The King’s Own Malta Regiment consist-
ed of locally-based territorials, one company

© JAMES HOLLAND

FORTRESS
MALTA

AN ISLAND UNDER SIEGE
1940-1943

Guns’ role in
Malta story

of which was made up of Boy Scouts. The
primary purpose of these infantry battalions
was to build defence posts and make the
island as secure from invasion as possible.

By the end of July, 1941, the number of
anti-aircraft guns and gunners had increased.
There were now 94 heavy and 96 light anti-
aircraft guns. The newly-arrived 32nd Light
Ack-Ack Regiment included LBdr Ken Grif-
fiths, whose story, like that of Frank Rixon,
carries the narrative along.

“There was only one small consolation
amid the carnage and suffering,” says the
author. “The gunners were doing well.” A
crew-member from a Junkers 88 interviewed
on German radio reported that “Malta is one
huge battery of anti-aircraft
guns.”

It was in response to the
determination and fortitude
shown at this time by the
people of Malta and the Ser-
vices that the island was
awarded the George Cross on
April 17, 1942.

The last phase of Malta’s
heroic involvement in the
Second World War was its
transformation into the nerve-
centre for Operation Husky,
the invasion of Europe. Eisen-
hower, Montgomery, Gen
Clark, Gen Alexander and Air
Vice-Marshal Park all had offices on the
island, and even the King arrived for a visit
on June 20, 1943.

The Royal West Kents, however, were not
included in the invasion plans and after three
years of filling-in bomb craters under the
worst of the raids, Frank Rixon was posted to
Egypt with the rest of his colleagues. Now, as
the Allies prepared to invade Sicily, Malta’s
triumph was complete.

It is no surprise that James Holland’s thor-
oughly researched and very readable account
of the Malta story has attracted the attention
of Miramax Films (makers of The Englishe
Patient) who have bought the film rights to
the book.

Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these pages are available from
Helion & Company, who can also supply 14,500 in-print
military books and operate a free booksearch; p&p is
extra. All major credit/switch cards taken. Please allow up
to 28 days for delivery. Helion & Company, 26 Willow
Road, Solihull, West Midlands B91 1UE, England (tel 0121
705 3393; fax 0121 711 4075). E-mail: books @helion.co.uk
Website: hitp://www.helion.co.uk
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War on Saddam: The Complete Story of the
Iraq Campaign 2003 (The Daily Telegraph/ Con-
stable, paperback, £12.99).

Review: Chris Horrocks

ARMY photographer WO2 Giles Penfound’s
symbolic picture reproduced above is one of
more than 200 striking images in this hand-
somely produced book.

It shows a soldier of No 1 Coy, 1st Batral-
ion, Irish Guards enjoying a tea
break after a successful dawn raid
on a large complex on the out-
skirts of Basra.

The Irish Guards attacked and cleared the
base after coming under fire from small-arms
mortars and SAM missile systems fired from
Iraqi positions at a British Lynx helicopter.

While the book makes the most of the best
images available from Op Telic (more of that
later), this is not solely an impressive visual
record. There are first-hand reports from the
field, an intriguing article on the intelligence
issues and cameos of the key players. But how
“complete” is it?

In his introductory analysis, Telegraph
Defence Editor Sir John Keegan asks why
Irag’s forces were not deployed logically.
Why was there so little defensive preparation
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Riddles of
the sands

YOUR TOP TEN
BOOKS - Page 69

by the high command, he asks, and why were
key bridges not demolished on the approach
of coalirion forces?

“The explanation of the failure to mount
an adequate defence may lie in the palpable
absence of any effort of national leadership
by Saddam Hussein himself or his closest
associates,” he writes. “The war was com-
pletely one-sided.”

To compound the mystery, he adds, even
now there is no physical proof of Saddam’s
demise, nor any news of his fate in the after-
math of the action,

And what about the “media
war”? Kim Fletcher reminds us
that despite the wall-to-wall cov-
erage, whole areas of the conflict went com-
pletely unseen.

“How many Iragis died?” he asks. “Who
knows? It is a question that the media were
unable to answer and, while there were pho-
tographs and video footage of Iragi corpses
available, most newspapers declined to show
them.

“At no time in this conflict did we see the
kind of searing images that were published in
1991, after American planes attacked Iragi
forces retreating from Kuwait.

“Did events like this not happen this time?
Or is it simply that no one was there to record
them?”

LEIDURE

Tragic story of 34 young
men from Virginia

WHEN the British troopship Empire
Javelin crossed the Channel on D-
Day, 1944 her passengers included
34 young men from the farm- g
ing community of Bedford,
Virginia, part of the 116th
Infantry’s Company A,
selected to spearhead
the assault on Omaha
Beach. In the first
minutes of that
action,19 of the
Bedford boys
were killed and
later in the cam-
paign three more
were to die. British journalist
Alex Kershaw has interviewed sur-
vivors and relatives to tell the story of
The Bedford Boys: One American
Town’s Ultimate D-Day Sacrifice
(Simon & Schuster, £14.99).

Fine history of the
Brigade of Gurkhas

GURKHA: The lllustrated History
by former Gurkha officer Peter Har-
clerode and David Reynolds (Sutton,
£25) is not the first to tell
the story of “the
doughty hillmen of
Nepal” who have loy-
ally served the
British Crown for
two centuries —
nor will it be the
last. This
volume is dis-
tinguished
by its solid,
factual narrative,
the guality of its printing and produc-
tion and the fact that many of its 200
or so excellent photographs are pre-
viously unpublished. It also includes
an account of the brigade's tough
recruitment and selection procedures.

A

Best-equipped forces
not always the winners

FOR a 224-page book to be titled
War: An lllustrated World History
might seem an ambitious claim, yet
the military historian Jeremy
Black has given us an
astonishingly compre-
hensive overview of
how war has been
conducted since 4
ancient times.
He is not
afraid to
overturn
commonly-
held assump-
tions, arguing for
example that it is not neces-
sarily the best-equipped forces who
prevail, citing other factors such as
the willingness of nations to suffer
losses, the organisation of battlefield
troops and the often irregular nature
of conflict. Published by Sutton, £25.
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HEAVYWEIGHT KHAKI T-SHIRT
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Full Size =
Medal i

£50.00

+ VAT

Miniature
Medal

£20.00

+ VAT
Boxed Set

£70.00

+ VAT
MEDALS ISSUED BY
THE REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE.,

They should not be worn by serving personnel with British Medals

E.C. SNAITH & Son Ltd
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Your topte

PRINCE Consort’s Library in Aldershot has
been asking visitors to nominate their
favourite books. The top ten are:

Stalingrad by Antony Beevor; Two Sides
of Hell: The bloodiest battle of the Falklands
from both sides, by Vince Bramley;
Barbarossa: The Russian-German conflict,
1941-45, by Alan Clark; Alanbrooke’s War
Diaries 1939-1945, by Alex Danchev;
Bomber: Events relating to the last flight of an
RAF bomber over Germany, by Len Deighton;
Knight's Cross: A life of Field Marshal Erwin
Rommel, by David Fraser; Redcoat: The
British soldier in the age of horse and musket,

So which is the best of the best? You have
until the end of the summer to vote for your
favourite from this list. All are available from
the Army Library Service. Send your vote to
the Prince Consort Library, tel 01252 349381
(x4381); fax 01252 349382 (ext
4382); e-mail pcl@dstl.gov.uk

BOOKS IN BRIEF

The War in Korea: The Battle Decides All by
Brig M G Harvey. Personal viewpoint of the
war which ended 50 years ago this month, by
one who fought with the Glosters at the Imijin
River. (Raby Books, £17.50.)

Complete War Walks by Richard Holmes.
Sub-titled “British Battles from Hastings to
Normandy”, this contains the author's War
Walks and War Walks 2 in one 450-page
paperback. (BBC Worldwide, £14.99.)

Marching with Sharpe by B J Bluth. Detailed
depiction of the unforgiving realities of every-
day life for Wellington's soldiers, illustrated by
re-enactment groups and with a foreword by
Sharpe creator Bernard Cornwell, (Collins
paperback, £14.99.)

Notes on the Battle of Waterloo by Gen Sir
James Shaw Kennedy. Latest in the Spell-
mount Library of Military History, a re-publica-
tion of observations written 140 years ago.
(£24.95.)

Decisive Battles by John Colvin. More than
20 key encounters, from Salamis (480 BC) to
Kursk (1943). (Headline, £20.)

Echoes From a War by Graham Watson. The
separation and hardship of war told in more
than 200 good-humoured and affectionate let-
ters exchanged between a soldier and his
sister. (The Book Guild, £16.95.)
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by Richard Holmes; Green-Eyed Boys: 3
Para and the Battle for Mount Longdon, by
Christian Jennings and Adrian Weale; The
First World War by John Keegan; A Bridge
Too Far by Cornelius Ryan.

England Versus Scotland: the Great British
Battles by Rupert Matthews. Most have heard
of Bannockburn, Flodden, Culloden and Pre-
stonpans, but some may not be familiar with
Nachtansmere, Brunanburh, Neville’s Cross
and Newburn Ford. All, and more, are covered
in this informative book. (Pen and Sword,
£19.95.)

Eisenhower, Allied Supreme Commander
by Carlo d’Este. The retired US Army officer
and author of the acclaimed Patton turns his
attention to the Allied D-Day commander who
became President of the USA. (Weidenfeld
and Nicolson, £25.)

Tanks Across the Desert edited by George
Forty. The war diary of Jake Wardrop, a tank
sergeant with 5 RTR in north Africa and Italy,
who was killed in action in Europe just days
before the end of the Second World War.
(Sutton, £17.99.)

Gloucestershire’s Forgotten Battle by Peter
Fleming and Michael Wood. The battle in
question took place at Nibley Green in 1476
and this handsomely produced paperback
ensures it will be forgotten no longer. (Tempus,
£16.99.)

A Game of Soldiers by Hugh Grant. Diary of
a National Serviceman in The Parachute Reg-
iment, 1957-60 (Serendipity, paperback,
£9.99.)

Rising Sun and Tumbling Bear by Richard
Connaughton. Major revision, following new
research, of the work first published in 1988
and described by the Staff College, Camber-
ley, as the definitive history of the Russo-
Japanese War, 1904-5. (Cassell, £20.)

The Military 100 by Lt Col Michael Lee Lan-
ning, US Army, Ret. A ranking of the most
influential leaders of all time, from George
Washington (No 1) to Allenby (No 100), with
Cromwell, Wellington, Marlborough, Alan-
brooke, Montgomery, Edward 1 and Roberts
(plus Saddam Hussein) somewhere in
between. (Citadel, paperback, £13.99.)

The Lighter Side of War by Don Alexander.
Amusingly told story of “Britain’s Bilko”, R W
(Butch) Reid of Sheffield - “soldier, first-class
mechanic, entrepreneur, likeable rogue and
Desert Rat”. (Available from the author, 475
Eccleshall Road, Sheffield S11 8PP, £7.95
plus £1.25 p&p.)

Commando by Peter Harclerode and David
Reynolds. Large-format paperback edition of
the illustrated history of Britain’s Green Berets
from Dieppe to Afghanistan, first published in
2001. (Sutton, £14.99.)

Death For Desertion by Leonard Sellers.
Controversial story of the First World War court
martial and execution of Sub Lieut Edwin Dyatt
(Pen and Sword, paperback, £12.95.)
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SOLDIER
to soldier

Zoners'’
triumph

WELL, they are to getit at last. . .
and we couldn’t be more delighted
for them.

Suez Canal Zone veterans who
contacted us after learning that their
campaign for official recognition had
finally succeeded expressed relief
tinged with sadness.

To a man they spoke of their regret
that for so many of their colleagues
involved in that operation half a cen-
tury ago last month’s approval for the
award of the “Canal Zone” clasp had
come too late.

Soldier’s part in their fight was not
forgotten in their moment of tri-
umph. Former Lancashire Fusilier
Len Oliver wrote from Colchester: “I
must thank Soldier for keeping with
us. We were only eight or nine at first,
brought together through the maga-
zine. The leading light was definitely
the late Col Pip Newton and the
medal should be dedicated to him.”

L A

Suez Veterans Association cam-
paign coordinator Cyril Blackburn
told us: “After so many years of cam-
paigning it is really great news and I
want to thank you for the space you
have given in Soldier for our letters. It
has most certainly encouraged the
veterans to continue the campaign as
they were able to read letters from
other veterans.”

Although we are proud to have
played a tiny part in their affairs, all
the congratulations must go to the
diminishing band of Canal Zoners
who did what good British soldiers do
best . . . they never gave up.

¢ e

MILITARY recruiters everywhere
will be thanking their lucky stars that
Prince Harry is to seek a place at the
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.
‘announcement is hugely signifi-

_cant to the British Army.

 Already 2 young icon and a magnet

* for media attention, his decision to
pursue a career as a professional sol-
dier will ensure that their job of “sell-
ing” the Army is a little bit easier.
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Hats off to our
young soldiers

The Chief of the Defence
Staff asked us to give this
letter, addressed to him,
a wider audience

Dear General Sir

Michael Walker

THE Committee and members of our
association greatly admire the young Ser-
vice personnel of today. Over the last few
years they have served our country mag-
nificently.

Whenever our country needs men and
women of courage and stamina it is the
members of our Armed Forces who the
Government calls upon.

During the foot-and-mouth epidemic,
it was they who had the most unpleasant
task of culling the livestock of our infect-
ed farms, a task none of us would relish.

During the recent firemen’s strike,
once again they were called upon to pro-
vide a vital service for our country. Using
outdated equipment, they carried out
their duties with determination and

resilience. Many of the public do not
realise that the majority of those men and
women were on less pay than the firemen
they had replaced.

In Afghanistan, our forces played a
vital role in support of the US.

During the recent war in Iraqg it was
they who were given the very important
task of securing the southern city of
Basra. In that barttle they demonstrated
why they are the finest troops in the
world.

They also showed that not only are
they the greatest warriors, but the
supreme peacekeepers.

Other countries may have larger
Armed Forces than ours, but undoubted-
ly ours are the best in the world. This is
why the US always call upon us first
when they want men and women of
courage who they can rely on 100 per
cent.

Whenever you get the opportunity,
please tell them that we who have now
been put out to pasture admire them and
respect them. — Paul Cubitt, Chair-
man, Gosport Branch of the Sub-
mariners Association.

Debt of gratitude to TA

AS my regiment’s tour of duty on Opera-
tion Telic draws to a close I wish to put on
record my deep gratitude to the Territor-
ial Army personnel who have served with
my unit.

Due to operational commit- Tllrn

ments elsewhere in the world my

regiment required considerable @Y E@F

reinforcement to bring it up to

-
full war establishment. To this fOI" flve

end I received some 222 Reserve

and Territorial Army soldiers out Pages
of your

per cent of my regiment, provid- Ietters

of an all-up strength of 814.
In other words, more than 27

ing the focus for all supply sup-

port to the force deployed in Kuwait and
Iraq, were soldiers drawn from the Terri-
torial Army.

When one considers that these soldiers
came from a wide range of units and dif-
ferent cap badges, that they had little
notice of their deployment and that many
had never worked in the supply area

before, their performance is all the more
remarkable.

Resilient, resourceful and extremely
adaptable are the words that come to
mind when describing the TA
soldiers I have had the honour of
commanding. No matter what
the operation has thrown at them
they have risen to the challenge
with enthusiasm, verve and a
great sense of humour.

I am quite clear that my regi-
ment could not have successfully
completed its mission without
their vital support. They have
added another glorious chapter
to the TA’s proud history and each of
them can return home knowing they have
played a key role in a successful operation
to make the world a safer place.

To them all I say thank you and best
wishes for the future. — Lt Col Rory
Maxwell RLC, 6 Regiment Group,
Operation Telic.

nholiday  Home truthswill returnin August




WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 20U
@ E-mail: mail@soldiermagazine.co.uk

What happened to essential
Telic kit we were promised?

I AM a company quartermaster
sergeant with an infantry unit in
Iraq on Op Telic and am writing
about equipment we were promised,
some of it essential, which we did not get.

Before leaving Germany we received an
admin instruction which highlighted the
kit we would receive as part of a task issue.
This included for each man two sets of
desert combats, desert boots, combat
body armour and chest plates, T-shirts
and hot weather socks, among other items.

After being deployed for eight weeks,
out of an infantry company of 164 men we
still have only one set of desert combats a
man, most of them unservice-able. The
men are wearing a mixture of desert and

replies: It is worrying to hear about

any example of important equipment

not getting through to those that
needed it and in this instance we got it wrong
and for that | apologise. | would also like to
invite CSjt Baillie to visit PJHQ where | can
discuss each issue he has raised in detail.

Having seen it at first hand, CSjt Bailie will

know the scale of the deployment to the Gulf
— the same number of people and amounts of
equipment deployed as the first Gulf conflict,

E Brig J S Kerr, ACOS J1/J4 PJHQ
9

Combat 95. I am still waiting
for 79 pairs of desert boots
and 50 desert hats. We have
still had no socks or T-shirts.

The issue of body armour and plates
was slow, with personnel being sent into
battle without plates as not enough had
been received. The issue of ammunition
and weapons was also slow. We received
our RGGS (rifle grenade general service)
ammunition the day after we attacked
Basra (six weeks after arriving in-theatre).

After the battle we unexpectedly
received 40mm underslung grenade
launchers but still await the ammunition
for them. We also got laser light modules
and night-vision monocles after the

but in less than half the time. While we must
look carefully to see what went wrong, we
should not detract from what has been
achieved.

There will be a number of important issues
to examine now the main phase of combat
operations is over. For example, the balance
we strike between holding large stocks and
the extent that we can rely on contracts to
deliver surge requirements. We also need to
look at how we keep better track of materiel
when it arrives in-theatre. The bottom line is

battle. I am writing to highlight these
problems because we had been promised
that, when needed, necessary kit would be
issued. Our shortages did not affect our
achieving the mission but from a morale
point of view it doesn’t help front-line
troops to see people serving in the EFI shop
wearing kit they have had to do without.

I laughed to myself while writing out
1033s [equipment issue form] under the
sound of gunfire in Basra. Colleagues in
other battle-groups were in the same boat
— peacetime accounting in war.

Hopefully we borrowers can get it right
next time, in about ten years from now? —
CSjt S Baillie, D Company, 1 LI

(This letter was posted in Iraq on April 23)

that while the right amount of kit arrived in the
Gulf, the size and speed of the deployment
meant that it did not always reach the front
line as quickly as it might have.

| encourage all personnel, including CSjt
Baillie, to contribute through the chain of
command to the “lessons” process which is
under way, the results of which we intend to
make public. | would agree that we must not
shy away from a thorough analysis of
performance, and fix those things that went
wrong as well as recognise the successes.

Unfair that Terriers have to stay in Irag

WHAT are the regulations concerning
the posting and transfer of compulsorily
mobilised Territorial Army personnel
within theatre on Op Telic?

I ask because many TA personnel have
been told that they have to stay in-theatre
for a full six months despite the fact that
the units they were posted to are
returning to the UK.

For example, soldiers from 254 Field
Ambulance (V) were posted to 5 GS
Medical Regiment on mobilisation. Most

Army Medical Department replies:
When the Defence Secretary made

the announcement on January 6 that

Section 54 of the Reserve Forces Act
96 (RFA 96) was to be invoked, TA personnel
who were mobilised were liable for service for
a period of 12 months in three years.

The SofS did not set a specific time limit for
the deployment as it could not be anticipated
how the operation would progress. However,
the general guidance was that tour timings
would follow those of their Regular
counterparts (normally six months).

It is anticipated that most of the TA Army
Medical Services (AMS) will only have to
serve four months in Irag and will return this

have now been told that they are to
remain in-theatre with 1 CS Med Regt
when 5 GS returns to the UK. Mean-
while, many Regulars from 1 CS are also
seen to be returning to the UK and
hostilities have ceased.

There is a lot of confusion about this
and a sense of unfairness. Most TA
personnel have willingly given up much
to support the Regular Army on Telic.
They now have a responsibility to their
civilian employer to get back to work as

month to a period of post-tour leave.

There are no regulations specific to the
posting or transfer of mobilised personnel
within a theatre of operations. During Telic
the requirement for levels of medical support
have been reduced due to the reduction in
the population at risk (as the force has been
demobilised) and the level of threat.

Consequently certain units were
demobilised, among them 5 GS Medical
Regiment. A decision was made at PJHQ
that if there was still a requirement for a
specific skill in-theatre to fill gaps in other
units establishments (possibly generated by
injury, illness or compassionate reasons)
then the individual would be transferred to

soon as they can. There is a perception
that the Territorial Army is being kept
behind to allow more Regulars to re-
deploy.

I hope this isn’t true but if this issue
isn’t clarified, I suspect many employers
and employees will find it difficult to
support future TA mobilisations. — Maj
R Mackenzie, 254 Fd Amb, Op Telic.

@ “Iraq task not as important as my UK job” -
see Page 74.

that post and not demobilised early.

In light of the swift resolution of the conflict
and the anticipated requirement to maintain a
long-term presence in Iraq, a decision was i
made to return those elements of the Medical
Services to the UK that would be needed to
return to Iraq in the near future to give them a
break before returning on Op Telic 2.

A large proportion of the AMS is made up
of units of the TA, which played an essential
role in providing medical support to the
deployed force. It would be a sad indictment if
these successes were marred by any
misunderstanding of the key role they play in
the Army's ability to maintain a successful
level of medical support at this scale of effort.

July 2003 SOLDIER




PISCATOR

“No, no, no
... not again”

The Army Benevolent Fund is YOUR national charity, committed to the
welfare of soldiers, ex-soldiers and their families in times of real need.
If you would like information on how you can help the Army Benevo-
lent Fund or how we can help you, please contact us on 020 7591 2000

ARMY
BENEVOLENT

Call 020 7591 2000 or visit www.armybenfund.org

Stagging on is waste
of our pioneer skills

I AM a Territorial Army reservist, serving
with 101 Pioneer Squadron, mobilised to
assist 23 Pioneer Regiment RLC on Op
Telic.

Our squadron is one of the few formed
units mobilised for the conflict. We are a
specialist unit, serving a minimum of 19
days a year and utilising our civilian trade

That was our bridge

THE general service bridge (GSB) at
Rumaylah, featured in Soldier (May) was
built by personnel from 64 HQ Squadron
RE, 28 Engineer Regiment, who were
aided in the decking and kerbing by sap-
pers from 23 Engineer Regiment. — Spr
Jamie Stafford (on behalf of the whole
team), BFPO 645.

@ Sorry, lads. Fog of war and all that. — Editor
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skills. We include bricklayers, electricians,
plasterers, drivers and railway workers.

From March 19 until the time of writ-
ing (early May), our primary task has
been guard duties. Apart from the odd
dunnage or wiring task, everyone has
been stagging on, manning VCPs and
guarding logistic bases and camp gates.
Although an important task it is clear our
incredibly wide range of skills is being
wasted. We are capable of completely
changing a place such as Umm Qasr: we
could, literally, start rebuilding it.

This abuse of our skills as soldiers and
as a TA squadron has a detrimental effect.
Morale is low and the will to work is
falling. In the longer term Territorial
Army pioneers will cease to exist as a mil-
itary tool. In our eyes, this is military
madness, with commanders ignoring the
abilities of many good people. — Name
and unit supplied, Op Telic.

s the plan
to replace
Regulars?

FURTHER to the letter in Soldier
(April) from a medic aggrieved that TA
personnel were replacing Regulars on
Op Telic, I can inform him that 500
other Regulars with 33 Field Hospital
were treated worse than that in what I
believe to be an Army Medical Services
scandal.

This unit deployed at the end of
January. The field hospital was built in
difficult conditions and reinforced by
almost the entire Regular AMS, becom-
ing the best-equipped fully-staffed ever
to deploy. It was the only field hospital
not boosted by hundreds of reservists.

Then came the political decision: we
were to be replaced (two days before the
war started) by the TA. What would our
role be? To sit in a transit camp next
door and do nothing for four weeks
while the dead and injured were cared
for by our TA colleagues (many of them
unhappy at being called up).

Why bother to do several years
training and put up with the stresses of
military life just to be replaced by
civilians? Is the plan to replace Regular
medics with TA?

For the 500 of us with 33 Field
Hospital, this has to be the worst of all
the recent disappointments in AMS. —
Name and address supplied.

Army Medical Department replies:

The answer to the question posed is

an emphatic no. The Territorial Army

plays an essential role in the
provision of medical support to the deployed
force, but there is not and never has been
any intention to replace Regular AMS with
those from the TA.

The capability of the Regular AMS to
deploy at short notice, to provide the
adaptable and flexible response to a wide
variety of threats in environments which
range from the desert to the frozen
mountains of Afghanistan, is impossible to
replace. However, at scales of effort outside
the harmony guidelines set by Defence
Planning Assumptions, the TA will be used
to support operations when the lead-in
times are coherent with the readiness states
at which the TA is held.

In this particular case 33 Field Hospital
was held as a force reserve to be projected
into Iraq had the need arisen (ie had the
threat of chemical or biological weapons
been realised). Their expertise in swiftly
building and operating a field hospital would
have been essential.

A contingency plan had to be in place and
33 Fd Hosp was considered to be the most
capable of undertaking that task.
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Mobilisation has

cost me

a bomb

deployed on Op Telic. I passed
my medical at Chilwell and
trained at Beckingham,
unaware of our future task. We
believed our duties would be to
fill rear parties and only at the
last minute were we sent to ‘

I AM a Territorial Army soldier ‘

Kuwait.

My boyfriend, who is also in
the TA and was desperate to go
to the Gulf, was not mobilised.
Why they did not take willing
volunteers when there were
people mobilised who did not
wish to be is beyond me.

Another query I have regards
pay. Although I have the rank of

craftsman in the TA, this

doesn’t mean I earn a meagre wage in my
civilian job, I was appalled to discover
that, even with the Reservist’s Standard
Award, I would be losing the equivalent of
about £7,000 a year in salary.

I applied for the Reservist’s Hardship
Award, but what they don’t tell you is that
you have to have large debts to be a
successful claimant.

I am careful with my finances and a
regular saver — I am also here against my

Directorate SPS(A) replies: The
selection of personnel for mobilisation
is based on the jobs that HQ Land
Command decide they need to fill.
Selection is carried out based on who is best
able and qualified to do those jobs. In your
case, you were one of the chosen people
who were deemed to be vital to the success
of the operation and unfortunately your
boyfriend was not.

Many TA personnel earn a lot more in their
civilian jobs than they do when in service;
your TA pay would have made you aware of
this differential. The rules governing the
Reservist's Standard Award (RSA) and the
Reservist's Hardship Award (RHA) are
enshrined in Statutory Instrument 309 and
the rate of RSA for each rank-based band is
also stated there.

Entitlement to RHA is based on proof of
expenditure and an award is usually made
when a person's net income is assessed as
not meeting the level of expenditure accepted
by the adjudication officer, thereby causing
hardship.

You will be aware that everybody's
circumstances are unique, although they may
be similar, and experience has shown that
not everyone receives an amount equating to
their civilian income.

Research into your case reveals that you
decided not to pursue a claim for RHA, and
accepted your RSA rank-band ceiling. The

wishes and end up out of pocket. And I
still have to pay council tax at home.

So why am I still here? Aren’t we
considered augmentees? We are here as
extras, with not a lot to do, losing money,
missing home, just because of a six-
month contract.

Take it down to three months, return us
to normality and save people money. —
Cfn Bev Ward, HQ LAD, A2 1 RRF
Battle-Group, Op Telic.

MoD has recognised these anomalies and is
urgently reviewing the present arrangements,
contained in S1 309, governing these awards.

Any changes will require a change to the
law and will therefore have to go through
Parliament.

LDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU

Iraq task not
as important
as my UK job

WHY are reservists and TA still in Irag
when the regiment I am serving with has
sent soldiers out of theatre to go back to
recruiting offices and on courses, leaving
reservists and TA who in most cases no
longer have jobs to do?

We feel this is unfair because our civvy
careers are suffering to allow Regular
soldiers to pursue their careers.

We have been told by the regiment that
we signed a six-month contract (which
nobody remembers) and that is why the
MoD is not releasing us. I feel my job with
the Immigration Service is more
important than sitting in Iraq where there
is no real need for me. — LSgt I
Woodward (reservist) Op Telic.

HQ Land replies: Your service

carries with it a liability for call-out.

Under the Reserve Forces Act 96, the

Secretary of State can authorise the
call-out of TA and Regular reservists for 12
months in any three years.

On mobilisation, when the length of the
operation was unknown, guidance was given
that reservists would expect a six-month tour
with associated leave calculated on -
demobilisation.

Individuals are being returned from units
for many reasons, including career
management. Reservists are being
recovered from theatre as their employment
becomes less vital to the continuing
operation.

It is intended reservists should return to
the UK for demobilisation at the same time as
units recover or as soon as is practicable if
their trades cannot be employed. They will
remain in-theatre if their trades are vital.

Just six days to call-up left
me rather short of options

I AM a TA medic who was called up with
six days’ notice. While I have no objection
to my call-up, I have concerns about the
way it has been handled.

Not being told where [ was going until
the last minute meant I was unable to buy
or acquire suitable extra kit. Add in
misinformation about what my role

Gl Integrated Mobilisation Cell replies:
The deployment of Op Telic was a
demanding time for the Army and both
its Regular and TA reservists.

As you may recall from the press coverage
at the time the situation was very fluid for a
number of months. The Army was continually
adapting its operational requirements to meet
that fluidity. These changes inevitably

would be, my kit requirements not being
made clear and being encouraged to take
my mobile phone, which was then taken
off me on arrival even though I was
behind the front line.

1 was also assigned to a role for which 1
had no previous experience. — Name and
unit supplied, Op Telic.

impacted on those reservists who were being
called up and the role for which they were
being mobilised. Wherever possible, 21 days’
warning were given, but changing operational
demands occasionally meant that this
warning was greatly reduced.

Wherever possible, reservists were
allocated to units where they were best
placed to employ their skills.
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When leave
means leave
- or does it?

I HAVE served for four years with a unit
providing medical support for Spearhead
and other units. With few exceptions we
provide this support all year round.

I am required to be on the end of a
phone within one hour and able to return
to camp within six hours. My unit does its
very best to rotate the responsibility
between squadrons, but most personnel,
particularly the specialists, are pooled and
go where they are needed.

I enjoy this active posting but the
knock-on effect on leave has become a
real problem. How can our well-earned
time off be classified as leave when it is
subject to such restrictions?

Surely leave means leave. — Name and
unit supplied.

P SRSy

S0)YEARS AGO
| | From Soldier, July 1953: Badajoz, Bittoria,
| | of the The Queen’s Own Highlanders | Nivelle, Toulouse . . . the Colours of the
| | nearly passed unnoticed in Armagh i! Infantry regiments are carried up White-
because the regiment put peace-keeping | | hall, above, as tens of thousands of Ser-

ZZ5YEARS AGO
| | From Soldier, July 1978: The bicentenary
duties before celebrating. Meanwhile,

| | The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards are
marking their 300th anniversary.

| | vice personnel from many nations march
|| through London'’s rainy streets in the
1 great Coronation procession.

| had to pay to send
a bluey to Canada

I AM in the Gulf and have been glad of the opportunity to send free blueys to my
wife in Germany and my family in the UK. However, when I sent a bluey to my
wife’s family in Canada it was returned marked “stamp required”.

As long as we are in uniform and serving our country it shouldn’t matter
where families are — blueys should be free. - Pte Kirkwood, BFPO 645.

AL Col Don Kent, Dep Chief Executive
BFPO, replies: The starting point is
that postal services to personnel
deployed on operations are provided
as part of the overall operational welfare
package authorised by Service Personnel
Policy and agreed with the Treasury. The
guiding principle is that personnel and their
families should pay for postage what they
would pay if they were serving in UK.

It follows that an individual serving'in in the
UK would pay the standard international
postage to Canada to write to relatives living

2S ...

in that country, just as the relatives would pay
Canadian international postal charges to
write back. This principle extends to
personnel deployed and supported by the
BFPO system.

When on ops, personnel also receive an
extra concessionary service of Forces Free
Air Letters (blueys). This service is restricted
to correspondence with addresses served by
the UK postal administrations, including the
BFPQ. Strictly, the blueys mentioned are not
delivered to Germany, but to a BFPO number
which happens to be in Germany.

0

PS4(A) replies: PS4(A) supports the

view that leave means leave. Leave is

an authorised absence from all duties.

Once leave is authorised no
constraints should be placed on an
individual’s ability to travel (less travel to
countries to which Special Security
Regulations Apply (CSSRA), as detailed
within the Army Leave Manual).

The management of leave is the
responsibility of the chain of command and
commanders are given clear guidance that
personnel should be afforded every
reasonable opportunity to take their full
annual leave allowance and that leave should
only be denied for operational reasons. If a
unit is unable to release a soldier from all
duties due to its operational commitments
any authorised stand-down from routine
duties should not be deducted from a
soldier's leave allowance.

PS4(A) would also like to clarify the
position on Post Operational Tour Leave
(POTL). POTL will be granted to all personnel
on return from operations of four months
duration or over. It should be taken as close
to the date of return as is practicable; no later
than one month after return and while
personnel remain on the strength of the unit
they deployed with. It can only be deferred for
operational reasons, and then only if
authorised by Land Command.

AT

Extra protection

| WRITE to correct a statement attributed
to the CO of 202 Field Hospital
(“Everything but the waiting list”, May).
He said he had the only collective
protection unit (COLPRO) in-theatre.
Other units, such as 16 CS Med Regt, had
this type of equipment and were not in
rear echelon areas. — Capt S J A McGhee
QARANC, 181 Amb, 16 CS Med Regt.
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Joint effort, Part 1

| DONT wish to steal 202's thunder, but
22 Fd Hosp provided the initial footprint
in Kuwait with 25 beds, followed by 33
Fd Hosp, which built a 200-bed
hospital. During this time 33 provided
operational medical support to Op Telic
until relieved by 202. Meanwhile, 34 Fd
Hosp was providing medical support in
Iraq. — Maj G N Heal, 203 (W) Fd Hosp.

Joint effort, Part 2

YOUR story on 202 stated that the field hospital
“is run almost entirely by reservists from 202
Midland Field Hospital (V) in Birmingham”. Only
a few members of that unit are here. Making up
the staff of 630 are TA soldiers from 201, 203,
204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 211, 212, 243, 256, and
306 Field Hospitals, the Scottish Transport
Regiment, the Lowland and Highland Band and
other units. — Name and unit supplied, Op Telic.
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So, why was Sgt Wesson docked £2,075?

AFTER reading the DSPS(A) response
to the letter “They took £2,075 off my
pay in one go” (Soldier, April) I felt com-
pelled to write.

As an AGC (SPS) clerk employed
within a regimental administration office
(RAO) it angers me when I read in the
magazine the responses to letters of com-
plaint regarding the standard of service
the MoD provides to Servicemen and
women.

More often than not the soldier has
every reason to complain about his or her
treatment but the specific queries posed

within the letter are not being answered.
Sgt Wesson asked why the system allowed
such large debits to be deducted in the
first instance.

He had already stated that his RAQ had
provided an excellent back-up service
after the error in his calculation of pay.

So why did DSPS(A) reiterate that but
fail to answer Sgt Wesson’s question,
which was why does the Army pay system
allow for such large debits to be deducted
in the first instance?

This would not happen on an officer’s
pay account. If a large debit was to occur

he would be notified via a standard letter
from the Army Personnel Centre, inform-
ing him of the overpayment and inviting
him to refund the amount at a standard
monthly recovery rate. There is even the
option to pay it back at a lesser rate than
this standard.

As a soldier employed to administer
other Servicemen, I sometimes feel
embarrassed at the inadequacies of the
pay system.

I know that I am not alone in this view.
— 8Sgt J Procter AGC (SPS), North-
ern Ireland.

Bless you, Blesma

WOULD you please give a mention
to Blesma, which does a wonderful
job in rehabilitating those unfortu-
nate soldiers and ex-soldiers who
have lost limbs.

| am serving with the 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers
and lost my lower leg in January
last year. This February | attended a
ski-bob rehabilitation event in Aus-
tria organised by Blesma.

| would like to say a big thank-you
to all those who took the time to
organise this enjoyable and memo-
rable event. It was a great chance to
share information on ways to
improve life as a “legless squad-
die”. — Cpl Philip J Watkins, 1 RRF,
BFPO 23.

® Happy to do so, again. A feature in
the January issue on Blesma’s world
of adventure was accompanied by the

EVENT 22
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Dickie cartoon, right. — Editor

Can | claim
for travel?

I AM in a long-term relationship and
living in my own home. I travel to work
because it is cheaper for me to do so than
to live-in while on shift.

There are conflicting views on whether
I am entitled to travel expenses. Please
clarify what the rules are and how they
affect me. - LCpl Hampton, Military
Provost Guard Service, Edinburgh.

PS10(A) replies: It does not matter if
you are married or single with regard
to receiving RILOR (Recompense in
Lieu of Relocation), if you meet the
necessary criteria. MPGS has the same
entitlement as any other Regular soldier (see
Provost Martial (Army) Instructions Volume 8,
paragraph 46.166c). Each case has to be
considered independently, because each set
of circumstances is different. LCpl Hampton -
should speak to his RAO.

S-Type transfer leaves us short on pay front

THE Corps of Army Musicians
encourages musicians on FTRS contracts
to transfer to S-Type engagements. [ have
been told that this “encouragement” goes
so far as to refuse to re-engage anyone on
a Full-Time Reserve Service (FTRS)
contract once the original 42 months have
elapsed.

But problems occur when one signs up
to an S-Type contract. Despite rules to
the contrary, many people take a drop in
their daily rate of pay.

YOUR letters provide a
real insight into the
issues at the top of your agenda . . . but
please keep them as short as possible. The
more space you take up, the less room
there is for other letters, and we are anxious
to use as many as we can. E-mails should

I transferred to an S-Type last June and
was paid £5 a day less than I had been on
FTRS. My wife, who changed her
contract to S-Type in February, has
suffered a drop of nearly £18 a day. The
first month she was not paid at all by
Glasgow. Fortunately, the RAO made up
the correct amount.

Last month Glasgow paid her at £35 a
day minus the “overpayment’ given her
by the RAO, so she is nearly £800 down
on her normal net salary. I have been

Bl'ieﬂy does it include your name and
location at the bottom

(not necessarily for publication).
Anonymous contributions will be binned.

The Editor reserves the right to accept or

reject letters, and to amend for length,

clarity or style.
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fighting my own case for nearly a year,
and a friend of ours for six months.

We are told to “use the system”, but it .
doesn’t work. — LCpl M P Crocker
MRSC, AGC Band, Worthy Down.

Directorate SPS(A) replies: This
directorate is aware of the problems
when an individual re-enlists into the

Regular Army. A request has been
submitted to change the programming of the
mainframe to solve this problem. The SPS
chain of command has been notified to
ensure individuals are paid correctly.

The RAO at Worthy Down is correctly
managing LCpl Crocker's account and to date
he has been paid an additional £600. The
RAO will continue this management process
until corrective action has been taken.

It is hoped that this issue will be resolved
soon for all re-enlistments.




The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

Sgt Paul Goodman
REME, 7 Fit AAC
The best bit has got to
be the travel
opportunities. So far
I've been to Australia,
Thailand, Indonesia,
the Philippines,
Singapore and
Malaysia. It's so cheap
over here, | can tax and
insure my car for £45 and
the petrol is 20p a litre.
The worst part is
working out on the pan
in the constant heat of 32 degrees and 90
percent humidity, not to mention the horrible
beasties flying around. | miss going down the
pub on a Sunday afternoon with my mates.

Sgt Duggie
Clifford REME,
TFIt AAC

Travel-wise, there is
so much to do out
here. The
atmosphere is very
good and there is a
diversity of capbadges
to work alongside.

| don’t miss a thing
about home and I'm in
no rush to go back.

LCpl Ann Louise Davis
AAC, TFIt AAC

It's a really good
posting, an
opportunity of a
lifetime and I'd
recommend it to
anyone. It is quite
quiet here so you've
got to make the effort
to get around and do
things. | miss my
friends at my old unit
and my family.

LCpl Tulchandra
Pun, 1 RGR

The best bit is the
jungle operation,
being part of a
fully acclimatised
battalion and being
trained to operate in
any Asian country.
This is the best place
to train in a hot climate.
The worst bit is that
you've got to go
outside the country to
take holidays and it
would be better if | could have my wife and my
two children with me.

ATpr Brian
Leonard AAC,
TFIt AAC
Airtroopers out here
have the opportunity
to train as aircrew
and operate as
winch operators.
Flying over the rain
forests is awesome,
it's a dream job. The
4 night life and
shopping is limited but there is a five-star
hotel across the border in Miri which is really
cheap. | miss my family and friends, beer and
kebabs.

Cpl Tim Whybrow
AAC, TFit AAC

A posting here
provides a great
opportunity to travel
and see this side of
the world — and the
weather definitely
beats the UK. But the
heat does get to you,
there is no changein
the temperature —and **
sometimes | actually miss being cold.

Interviews: Andrea Frazer Pictures: Graeme Main

Welcome to Asia

We asked Brunei-based soldiers to highlight the best and the
worst aspects of service life in Asia’s 'kingdom of unexpected
treasures’ and to list the home comforts they miss most

LCpl Tracey McMullin AGC (SPS),
assistant chief clerk Brunei Garrison

The heat is definitely
the best bit. | love the
opportunity to travel
and experience
different cultures. The
facilities here are
limited and there isn’t
much to do during the
week except work . . .
and PT.

| miss the freedom
that | have back in the
UK to go to cinema,
bars and cafés. | also
miss my dog and a pint of lager.

Cpl Hombahadur
Gurung, 1 RGR

The Gurkha leave
scheme is the
best bit and gives
us an allowance
each year to travel
outside the country. The
accommodation here is
not so good . . . it's small
and cramped, and some-
times there are problems
with air conditioning. |
miss my family back home in Nepal.

Capt Ed Rankin AGC
(ETS), SO3 Visits

Working in Brunei
Garrison is a
challenging and
demanding posting.

| have the privilege of
working alongside the
Gurkhas and the reward
of meeting people from
different backgrounds. It's
a wonderful opportunity to
travel around South-East
Asia and learn about
different cultures. | miss the Yorkshire Dales.
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VOLVO
for life

The Volvo range starts from

£10,675

ARE YOU POSTED OVERSEAS?

;r;" WHETHER YOU ARE POSTED OVERSEAS OR CURRENTLY BASED IN THE UK IT'S WORTH KNOWING THAT VOLVO BRITISH MILITARY SALES ARE THE ONLY
@5 AUTHORISED SUPPLIER OF TAX FREE VOLVO CARS TO THE MILITARY. DEALING DIRECTLY WITH VOLVO BRITISH MILITARY SALES MEANS YOU WILL HAVE
ﬂ S  ACCESS TO THE FULL VOLVO RANGE AT TAX FREE PRICES WITH EXCLUSIVE OFFERS DESIGNED WITH YOU IN MIND. YOU WILL ALSO EXPERIENCE THE
HIGH LEVELS OF CUSTOMER CARE AND EXPERTISE YOU WOULD EXPECT FROM VOLVO. PLEASE CONTACT YOUR NEAREST BRITISH MILITARY SALES OUT-
LET TO DISCOVER THE NEW VOLVO RANGE TODAY
UK OFFICE GUTERSLOH
Volvo Car Ltd (British Military Sales) Autohaus Markétter
PO Box 200, Hatfield, AL9 7AR DammStr. 41n 33332 Gutersloh
Tel: +44 1707 262388 Tel: 0524195906 Fax: 05241 58 65 2
Email: bms@volvocars.com E-mail: Markoetter-export@t-online.de
MONCHENGLADBACH OSNABRUCK
Bonsels-Weitz Ellers International Car Sales
Krefelder-Strasse 674 41066 Monchengladbach Pagenstecher Strasse 16 49090 Osnabruck
Sales: 02161 9699973 Service: 02161 9699921 Tel: 0541 66 88 64 6 Fax: 054196 1233 3
Admin: 02161 9699938 E-mail: bms@bonsels-weitz.de Email: taxfreesales@ellers.de

100KM) TO 148 MPG (190 L/100KM), EXTRA URBAN 65.7 MPG (4.3 L/ 100KM) TO 269 MPG (105 L/100KM),
) HAS CO5 FIGURES OF 142 G/KM TO 309 G/KM. “VOLVO 540 1.6 MANUAL




K
CIax

OFFICIALLY EUROPE S LARGEST TAX FREE SPECIALISTS

- EXCITEMENT Al AN
AFFmABLE PRICE

_Citroen Saxo EXCLUSIVE
14 port 3dr " TOEMC

Vauxhall Corsa : « Power Suerig

le CD
. 1 2' 16" SXI 3dl‘ ¥ & . = ?I:jc; eWmdows Sunroof
Alloy wheels ¢
Biemote central locking

+ Elec windows & Mirrors bt Foglights
+ Alloy Wheels
+ Remote control locking

PRICEX6795

inc Metallic Paint and LHD Lights

Peugeot 106 1.4
_ﬂj‘ ‘ Quiksilver 3dr
'RQ e . | &
oy Wheel b flosta _jNN - h Rem(conlollokg
@ *_“‘_‘“ - PRICE£7460 — ﬁ DPR|CE£6795

e’[al'ncPam( inc Metallic Paint

ALL CARS ARE' UK SUPPLIED WITH A PINK LOG BOOK

Galaxy 2.3 Zetec

Galaxy 1.9 TDi Zetec

Galaxy 2.3 Ghia

Galaxy 1.9 TDi Ghia (115BHP)
Galaxy 1.9 TDi Ghia (130BHP)

PLUS LOW COST INSURANCE PHONE FOR DETAILS
Complete this slip and return it to us by Freepost if you are interested in these or any of our other fantastic offers.

In association with Cuff Miller Ford. For more details and to order call Naniaank o e X

y ‘ Steve, Scott, Lee and Simon. Unit/Tour Address .
E lw _ | GERMAN FREEPHONE Sy

TAX FREE 8001 860183 —, I

Expected change date am e ecssssssssmsssssssssens
UKPHONE 01323739675 | w8001 8270332, i
www.emctaxfree.com - Make & model.. M Oy it
UK FAX 01323 734560 — X ¥ Send to: EMC Tax Free, UK Freepost (BR 1394),

UK FREEPOST (BR 1394), CAVENDISH BRIDGE, * FREE INSURANCE IS SUBJECT TO TERMS AND Cavendish Bridge, Eastboumne BN21 5TD
EASTBOURNE BN21 5TD CONDITIONS AND CUSTOMERS MUST BE AGED 21+. e=Cut ak o






