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FRONT COVER: Happy divers
at the Joint Services Adven-
turous Training Centre in
Belize are LCpl John Farrell,
Capt Phil Ashcroft, LCpl Si
Mead and Cfn Dave Standidge.
A feature on the drawdown of
the British garrison and the
creation of the British Army
Training Support Unit Belize is
in Pages 18-23.

and Page 5.

® RWANDA: British soldiers soon
start “making a difference”. This page

® N IRELAND: The Vikings show a
friendly face in East Tyrone. Pages

® ARNHEM: Speciél Sdth anniversary
feature, book reviews. Pages 36-39.

'pufsues peace at the “round table“\
Pages 25-27.

13-15. / ® FAMILIES: Cari Roberts on the
: stresses of break-up - and how
\. BOSNIA: British commander SSAFA is helping. Page 29. /

Coming up smiling: Cpl Andy Shoreman, RLC 82 Airbore Supply Specialist, with.fortunate locals in

Rwanda. His job during his first few days in the country was to move stores in the Kigali Airfield area

BRITISH troops deployed to
Rwanda on Operation Gabriel,
the UN refugee relief opera-
tion, have established a tem-
porary base at Kigali’s
international airport.

First in theatre were the
British commanding officer, Lt
Col Mike Wharmby, and 15
staff drawn from 5 Airborne
Brigade, 29 Regiment RLC, 30
Signal Regiment and Army
public relations.

They had endured a 24-hour
flight from RAF Lyneham in a
Hercules C130 aircraft that
included refuelling stops in
Cyprus, Saudi Arabia and Dar
es Salaam in Tanzania.

By the end of the first day, 25
personnel and four trucks were
on the ground in the former
capital, with the remainder of
the 60-strong pre-advance
party arriving within days.

A makeshift camp was set up

Report: Siobhan Kenny
Pictures: WO2 Kevin Capon,
Pinfo, HQ UKLF

at Kigali airport, where the ter-
minal bears the scars of recent
fighting. An exploding mortar
had left a large crater in the
centre of the viewing platform
and small arms fire had pock-
marked walls around the air-
port.

Few windows were intact
and soldiers spent some time
clearing floors of shattered
glass before being able to lay
out their sleeping bags.

At night fruit bats, mosqui-
toes and other exotic creatures
shared the accommodation
with exhausted troops.

A satellite communications
detachment from 30 Signal
Regiment established a comms
link back to the UK.

Some troops reconnoitred

Rwanda team
gets to work

sites for a more permanent
base. In one, a former football
stadium, a football boot was
found with sun-bleached tibia
and fibula still in place lying on
the turf. The clear-up opera-
tion there would have been
daunting - 10,000 refugees
had made the ground their
temporary home.

Other soldiers have been to
Ruhengeri, where the main
field ambulance is being set up,
and Burumba, where sappers
have been working on the
water supply. Other Royal
Engineers, from 9 Parachute
Squadron RE, repaired a
bridge in the no-man’s land at
Gatuna between the Rwandan
and Ugandan borders, to facil-
itate the passage of aid and
other vehicles.

Most mornings, the British
contingent is wakened by the
® Turn to Page 5
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Op Gabriel gets under way
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with 82 Airborne General

Squadron, checks bottled water destined

for use by British troops in Rwanda

At Rwanda Airport, Cpl Mark Harris, a Royal
Logistic Corps supply controller serving

Support

® From Page 3
haunting sound of chanting
from the Rwandan Patriotic
Army scouting through Kigali
looking for recruits.

The Britons share the airport
building with Canadian and
American troops deployed as
part of UNAMIR (United
Nations Assistance Mission in
Rwanda). Facilities are basic.
There is no running water and
infrequent electric power.

A civilian contractor has
taken on the task of clearing

the football stadium, using
local labour. Until then, a
makeshift camp has been
established in a field alongside.

More medics from 23 Para-
chute Field Ambulance have
been arriving in theatre. Imme-
diately on landing, they were
being driven 80km north to
Ruhengeri to help establish an
Army medical centre.

Up to 2,000 refugees stream
by daily, all suffering different
states of exhaustion or malnu-
trition. The town had the third

da, Lt Col Mike Wharmby

Above — The hand of friendship: REME vehicle mechanic from 10 Airborne Workshops,
Cfn Hadrian Summerscales, pals up with a few youngsters in Kigall

Left — On an Overseas Development Agency-sponsored visit to the region, Liberal Demo-
crat MP Sir David Steel received a briefing from the Commander British Forces in Rwana-

Above — A sapper guides the first vehicles across the bridge. fhey

are part of an International Red Cross convoy carrying urgently

needed medical supplies

Left — Sappers of 9 Parachute Squadron, Royal Engineers race
against time to repair a damaged bridge so that UN convoys can

deliver aid

largest hospital in Rwanda
before the civil war, with 800
beds and more than 1,000
staff. Operations officer, Capt
Ian Johnson RAMC, couldn’t
believe his luck when he saw
the deserted building.
“Although it was filthy, it
had running water and plenty
of space for our 150-strong
team,” he said. “We found a
child abandoned by the hospi-
tal gate. We named her Gabriel
after the operation, and a local
family is looking after her.”

Some 600 soldiers have
deployed on Op Gabriel. They
have been drawn from a
number of units including 9
Parachute Squadron RE, 23
Parachute Field RAMC, 10
Airborne Workshop REME,
63 Airborne Close Support
Squadron RLC and 82 Air-
borne General Support
Squadron RLC, as well as ele-
ments of 5 Airborne Brigade’s
Logistic Battalion.

® Rwanda paras
miss Arnhem - Page 9



o
=
©
a
2
=
o
2
5B
o

A air of normality is returning to central Bosnia and the hand of friendship is being extended every-
where. Here the Adjutant General, Gen Sir Michael Wilkes, hands out 2 R Anglian Poacher badges to
Bosnian soldiers during a visit to British troops serving with the United Nations

Guards ready for
Hungarian Venture

GUARDSMEN from 7 Com-
pany, Coldstream Guards will
exercise with the former Hun-
garian Army south of Budapest
from September 5-25.

The 140 men, commanded
by Maj Alexander Matheson,
will train on the latest version
of the Warsaw Pact wheeled
Armoured Personnel Carrier —
the BTR 80 - which until
recently they were ready to
fight.

Training with 62 Mecha-
nised Brigade will include con-
ventional operations with T55
tanks and flying in Hip heli-
copters before working with a
new Hungarian Home
Defence Forces Peace Keeping
Company practising United
Nations-type duties.

The exercise, Hungarian
Venture, is the fruit of hard
work by the Defence Attaché,
Col Bill Ibbetson, and the
Hungarian Col Laszlo Sterbin-
szky.

It re-establishes an ancient
link: the Saxon royal family
sheltered in Hungary during
the Norman conquest and one,
the Scottish saint Queen Mar-
garet, is reputed to have

6

brought part of the Cross back
— and founded Holyrood in
Edinburgh.

Over the same period, 45
members of S Company, Scots
Guards will train at the Polish

o b

Armed Forces Peace Keeping
Training Centre.

A platoon and company
headquarters will operate with
Ukrainian, Romanian and
Dutch soldiers.

i

Pte Marvin Grange and LCpl Steven Tisbury (right) show

KIWIS from the 1st Battalion,
Royal New Zealand Infantry
Regiment and Queen Alexan-
dra’s Rifles were given a hard
time when they met soldiers of

The Royal Gloucestershire,
Berkshire and Wiltshire Regi-
ment on Salisbury Plain.

They were training for
Bosnia and had to learn to
react to hostile civilians — pro-
vided by 1 RGBW.

The 180 Kiwis, who
deployed to Bosnia in mid-
August, completed a 12-day
package covering urban secu-
rity, mine recognition, convoy
drills and patrolling.

Weapons skills were brushed
up at Bulford under the gaze of
a kiwi dug into the chalk hill at
the end of the First World War.
The bird likeness and a Kiwi
pub recall a short but friendly
association.

The New Zealand Expedi-
tionary Force began building
Sling Barracks, Bulford, in
1914 before moving to Alexan-
dria to train for Gallipoli. Bul-
ford became the base for the
4th NZ Inf Bde Reserve Camp
and Kiwis were trained there
before service in France and
Flanders. A convalescent camp
was part of the NZ command
depot, and 66 graves remain in
Codford St Mary.

P~

Picture: Mike Weston
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NZ Inf Regt and

Queen Alexandra’s Rifles the chalk kiwi left by New Zealanders stationed at Bulford during the First
World War. Both battalions were undergoing training for Bosnia

_NEWSLINE

Eighth soldier killed in Bosnia

A ROYAL Engineers bomb
disposal soldier serving in
Bosnia has been killed helping
local forces clear mines near
Gornji Vakuf.

Spr Barry John Nicholas, 20,
single, and a member of 21
Field Squadron (EOD), 33
Engineer Regiment (Explosive
Ordnance Disposal) based at
Wimbish, Essex, was killed on
August 16 while supervising
the clearing of a minefield in
the village of Bistrica. Two
Bosnian Croat soldiers were

Anti-sniper turrets

also killed, and a third was
wounded.

Spr Nicholas’s commanding
officer, Lt Col Chris Saxon,
said: “We are deeply distressed
at the loss of a fine soldier and a
colleague. The regiment has
great sympathy for his family.”

Spr Nicholas is the eighth
British Serviceman to die in the
former Yugoslavia since troops
were deployed there in 1992.
He is the second member of
the regiment to be killed in
Bosnia. Cpl Barney Warburton

for Saxons

SAXON armoured vehicles in
Bosnia have been fitted with an
armoured turret to counter the
threat of sniper artack against
vehicle commanders.
Previously, commanders
stood up in an open hatch.
Now they have enhanced pro-
tection in the form of an L37
turret which is fitted with a
general purpose machine-gun
(GPMG). This will enable
vehicles to return fire in self-

DRA develops
vehicle shield

ARMOUR plating and glass
has been sent to Bosnia to pro-
tect British soldiers from sniper
fire and shell fragments.

The armour, to be fitted to
eight types of vehicle, ranging
from Land Rovers to trucks,
was developed after attacks on
UN convoys.

Produced by the Defence
Research Agency in Farnbor-
ough in preference to the
Chobham armour used on
tanks, it gives full protection
without  affecting® drivers’
vision or performance.

Specially toughened wind-
screens will also be fitted, with
steel visors to give added pro-
tection to drivers and front-
seat passengers.

Project manager Mr Richard
Rawlins said that the protec-
tion was completed from con-
cept to prototype in 12 weeks,
despite a change in require-
ment halfway through.

defence if they are attacked.

The turrets are the same as
those fitted to the old FV 430
series of armoured personnel
carriers. As the APCs were
withdrawn from units sta-
tioned in Germany, turrets
were removed and put into
store. It is these stocks that are
providing enhanced protection
to Saxon commanders serving
with the lst Battalion, The
Duke of Wellington’s Regi-
ment.

The new system is also being
fitted with a modified wirecut-
ter to protect crew members
from wires stretched across
roads and tracks.

The original single wire
.cutter has been removed from
the front of the vehicle and
replaced by a double cutting
system mounted on the turret
immediately in front of the
commander’s hatch. The
modification was produced in
theatre.

Turrets and wirecutters were
fitted at Bugojno by two
REME equipment support
teams from Vitez and Split,
and the REME light detach-
ment of 1 DWR.

Turrets have also been fitted
to a number of Saxon vehicles
in service with UK-based
units. They will be used by
units undergoing pre-Bosnia
training.

The Saxon entered service in
1983. Described as a battle-
field taxi, it is capable of travel-
ling across very rough terrain
and fording more than 3ft of
water.

died last March after an impro-
vised mine detonated during
clearance in Stari Vitez.

In Northern Ireland, an off-
duty soldier has been mur-
dered by IRA terrorists. Cpl
Trelford Withers, 46, was a
part-time member of the 3rd
(County Down and County
Armagh) Battalion, The Royal
Irish Regiment.

He was shot by two terrorists
in his family butcher’s shop at
Crossgar, Co Down on August
8. Cpl Withers was married
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with five children.

In Canada, 18-year-old Pte
James Stewart Willson, single,
of 1st Battalion, The Devon-
shire and Dorset Regiment,
was killed during a training
exercise involving a Warrior

.vehicle. Two other soldiers

were slightly injured in the inci-
dent on July 20.

Pte Willson was the fourth
British soldier to be killed this
year during battle group train-
ing at the British Army Train-
ing Unit, Suffield.

Central
Bosnia
feature:
Pages 25-27

Picture: Mike Perring

A snug fit! Pte Anthony Simpson, 1 DWR tries out the first L37 turret
fitted to Saxon in Bosnia. Note the angled wire-cutting device in
front of his hatch and the smoke dischargers

Stanley Fort flag lowered

THE FLAG was lowered over
Stanley Fort, Hong Kong, for
the last time by the rearguard
of the 1st Battalion, The Black
Watch, before its move to Pir-
bright. Also returning to the
UK was the Commander
British Forces, Maj Gen Sir

John Foley, who will become
Chief of Defence Intelligence
at MoD. He has been replaced
by Maj Gen Bryan Dutton,
former Director of Infantry,
who will hand over to the com-
mander of the People’s Libera-
tion Army in 1997.
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NEWSLINE

Rwanda paras miss Arnhem

A NUMBER of British air-
borne soldiers have had to give
up the chance of taking part in
a 50th anniversary parachute
drop at Arnhem because they
have been sent to assist the
United Nations humanitarian
relief efforts in Rwanda.

However, the Army has still
gathered 800 paras from all air-
borne units.

They are to lead the com-
memoration of Operation
Market Garden in Holland
with a spectacular massed drop
from RAF Hercules aircraft
onto the original wartime drop
zone (DZ) at Ginkel Heath,
watched by the Prince of Wales
and the Queen of the Nether-
lands.

Their landing will be preced-
ed by a jump of 18 VIP para-
chutists from a single Dakota
of the Battle of Britain Memor-
ial Flight. About 200,000 spec-
tators are expected.

After the main drop, six air-
craft, including three Dakotas,
will discharge their cargo of
Second World War veteran
parachutists in tow waves. Solo
jumpers will exit the aircraft at
2,500ft, while tandem-jumps
will be made from a height of
4,500ft.

The same afternoon, a
marchpast of Arnhem veterans
will culminate in a moving cer-
emony at Oosterbeek. Each
soldier will walk hand-in-hand
with two schoolchildren from
the Hartenstein  Airborne
Museum to the bank of the
River Rhine.

Four new bells have been
installed at Arnhem’s Eusebius
Church. The largest, one of the
biggest made in Europe, has
been bought by public sub-
scription in Britain. The
18,000Ib bell is inscribed with
a Pegasus, a symbol of The
Parachute Regiment, and the
words: “The best way to suppose

Nijmegen remembered: At the formation parade in London of Nijmegen Company, Grenadier Gua

rds,

the Duke of Edinburgh meets veterans of the battle after which the new unit is named. The taking of the
bridge at Nijmegen 50 years ago this month produced one of the regiment’s principal battle honours of
the Second World War. Behind the Duke, who is the regiment’s Colonel-in-Chief, is his equerry, Capt
Jonny Walker, Gren Gds. Nijmegen Company will carry the Colours of the 2nd Battalion, which goes
into suspended animation in November under the Options for Change cuts

what may come is to remember
what is past 1944-45."

Hundreds of veterans are
expected to attend a service of
remembrance at Oosterbeek
war cemetery, attended by the
Prince of Wales, where local
children will lay flowers on
each grave.

Main events planned for the
Commemoration of Operation
Market Garden are:

Thursday, Sept 15. Service
to commemorate the battle of
Arnhem in the FEusebius
Church.

Friday, Sept 16. Memorial
Service at Willem III barracks
in Apeldoorn. Memorial ser-
vice followed by military
parade in Nijmegen.

Saturday, Sept 17: Para-
chute drops at former DZs
in the Arnhem/Oosterbeek

5 Airborne in Poland

THE contribution of Polish paratroopers to operations at
Arnhem 50 years ago will be recalled when 60 members of 5
Airborne Brigade Headquarters jump into Poland for a
short exercise with the Polish 6th Air Assault Brigade.
Soldiers from both brigades will train together for a few
days before the British and Polish paras jump together at

Arnhem in mid-September.

AID TO AFRICA

KEYS to five Land Rovers and
trailers — previously earmarked
for disposal by the British
Army - were handed over by Lt
Col Jonathon Clough, Com-
mander Logistic  Support
British Forces, Hong Kong, to
the international charity
Médicins sans Frontiéres for
use in Rwanda.

A team of 18 soldiers and 20
civilians from the Logistic Sup-

port Regiment worked for four
days to overhaul the vehicles
and paint them white, before
they were flown to Entebbe in
Uganda.

Each was packed with 40
water-carrying cans, and one
trailer held a 150-gallon water
pod.

Bundles of blankets, vehicle
spares and medical supplies
were also included.

area, followed by a marchpast
accompanied by  vintage
military vehicles; flypast of
Second World War aircraft in
the Nijmegen/Groesbeek area;
several memorial services at
various monuments in the
area; marchpast at Arnhem
Town Hall; reunion of veterans
at Rijnhal, Arnhem.

Sunday, Sept 18. Several
commemoration services in
churches at Arnhem,
Nijmegen, Oosterbeek and
Driel. Firework display at the
Waal bridge, Nijmegen. Prince
Charles will attend services at
Qosterbeek war cemetery.

Tuesday, Sept 20: com-
memoration of historical Waal-
crossing and a farewell party
for all veterans at Nijmegen.

® Arnhem 50 - Page 36

HORSE POWER

THE Ministry of Defence is
purchasing a new specialist
role vehicle to fill a need for a
heavy duty, medium utility
truck for Britain’s Joint Rapid
Deployment Force.

Austrian company Steyr-
Daimler Puch has been award-
ed a contract to provide 394
Pinzgauer 4 X 4 light trucks.

Some will replace the One
Tonne Land Rover, in service

with the British Army for many
years. The remainder will be
issued to 5 Airborne Brigade, 3
Commando Brigade and 24
Airmobile Brigade.

The Pinzgauer will be used
to support frontline units
during airborne, airmobile and
amphibious operations.

Named after an alpine work
horse, the vehicle has been in
production for almost 25 years.
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From his lofty position way above Hong K

equipment which the Royal Navy has no
base on Stonecutters Island.

1 :
ong's impressive skyline, Sgt Ho Chi Kau

ications
i dismantles part of the communica
ot e e o SquadrG?urther need for since its move to a new

"

Qver on an exchan-

c Me and my
ge visit for a couple
of weeks were Sgts shadows g

Al Williams (left)
and Michael Blount
from the American National Guard, who were shad-
owing permanent staff instructor SSgt Alan Foster of
Manchester-based 201 (HQ) Squadron, 75 Engineer
Regiment RE (V), who were their hosts. Not only did
the pair claim to be impressed by the “discipline and
dedication of the unit personnel” but found that British
sappers had to be more versatile in the operations
they could perform. Nice thinking, guys.

Transport
of delight. . .

Catriona Poxon is
used to creating a bit
of history. Two years
ago, she set the trend
by becoming the first
female soldier appli-
cant to pass a class 3
Driver RLC (Special-
ist) Tank Transporter
Course with 7 Trans-
port Regiment RLC.

Now, Catriona — a
section commander
with Sennelager-

based 3 Tank Trans-
porter Squadron —
and husband Sam, a
fellow lance corporal
with the squadron,
have created a corps
and regimental first by
becoming the original
“Mr and Mrs Tank
Transporter”. Both
served together in the
regiment on a six-
month Bosnian tour
last year.

n

Picture: Gareth Griffiths

Happily displaying the American Legion of honour
award which he had just received from Brig Andrew
Gadsby. Commander RAC Centre, is LTC Harry
Owens with daughter Elizabeth and wife Beverley.
Harry, who was recognised for the “exemplary
work” he has done as Deputy Commander of the
Royal Armoured Corps Gunnery School, Lulworth,
is returning to America to the Reserve Officers’
Corps in Pennsylvania.

Silver
sergeants

RN NN S N T PG N )

Pride of place in Nottinghamshire's newest museum — the Territorial Army
Royal Artillery unit's museum in Bulwell — goes to a display of miniature
historic fighting vehicles, lovingly crafted by former gunner Reg Cutter
over thousands of hours. Centrepiece of the exhibits, some of which can
be seen with Reg and (left to right) Gnr Greg Revelle, LBdr Darren Tab-
bott and Gnr Perry Coppins, is a model of the 25-pounder field gun and
tractor used during the Second World War.

ot

Plane sailing r Steve A1

Drummer Steve Gibson of 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards,
found himself in a tri-Service situation when he visited the regi-
ment'’s affiliated ship, HMS lilustrious. The vessel was playing
host to three Harrier GR7 dedicated ground attack aircraft —
normally based at the RAF Strike Attack Operational Evaluation
Unit, Boscombe Down — which were carrying out trials.

Picture: PO(Phot) Everitt, HMS lllustrious
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Picture: Mike Weston
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It's the calm before the storm as kids from the Paddington Play Centre prepare to do battle on the pole with members of 22 Field Hospital, Alder-
shot. Facing the children — members of a party of 40 co-hosted by the Variety Club of Great Britain who were taking part in an “It's a Knockout”
series of events — are LCpl Sharron Skully, Pte Stuart Sylvester, LCpl Andy Hardy and Pte Lee Fogg.




If you’re leaving the Forces, we’ll help make it come true.

SSAFA Reg Charity No: 210760. FHS Reg Charity No: 20!

Settling down in civvy street is a lot easier if you've got somewhere to and after you've been discharged. Last year we helped over 1,000 4

move into. That's why SSAFA have set up the Housing Advisory ex-Service families find accommodation. This year it'll be more 5 S A FA

Service specifically for people leaving the Forces. In a difficult time, it's one less thing to lose sleep over. HE SOLODIER
We've over 11,000 contacts in private sector housing in the UK If you think we can be of help, contact your local SSAFA branch 3 :vt:r ; “”.
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Vikings show

CHRISTMAS came late for
Sgt Steve Woffindin of the 1st
Battalion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment.

He and his colleagues
arrived in Dungannon in mid-
December for a six-month
roulement tour as the East
Tyrone battalion, so his family
kept its surprises for the
summer holidays following his
return to Colchester.

The bartalion deployed with
its headquarters and two com-
panies at Dungannon, and a
third company at Cookstown.

Under operational control
was 22 (Gibraltar) Bartery,
Royal Artillery from 32 Regi-
ment. It was based in Auch-

nacloy. The wisdom of being
alert from the outset was
proved when a proxy bomb
arrived at the front gate of
the  Cookstown - Security
Forces base very soon after the
Vikings’ arr-
ival. It failed
to go off.

“We had
to  practise
proxy bomb
and fire alarms anyway,’
Lt Adam McRae.

The “ground holding” com-
pany, with nine multiples at
Dungannon and two detached
to Coalisland, was A Com-
pany.

The family of the officer

3

said

Report: Gordon Skilling

Pictures: Mike Perring

a friendly face

commanding, Maj Robert
Knox, once owned the whole
of Dungannon, having moved
from Glasgow during the plan-
tations of Protestants in the
17th century. The site of the
family home
is now the
R .oy al
School, and it
was poignant
for Maj Knox
to see the gatehouse and streets
named after his ancestors.

His family left Dungannon
between the wars and the next
three generations served in
The Northamptonshire Regi-
ment.

A Company looked after the

security of the camp but was
also constantly on the ground
to carry out vehicle checks,
interfacing with the public and
trying to deter the few terror-
ists.

“I like to look on us as the
friendly face of the Security
Forces, out on the streets every
day,” said Maj Knox.

Finds of bomb-making
equipment were very much the
result of methodically going
through an area and applying
the drills they had been taught.

Also based at Dungannon
was the operations company. It
did no guard duties but was

® Turn to next page
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friendly face

® From Page 13
regularly on patrol. Over one
five-week period it was on
operations every day.

The battalion made a dozen
worthwhile finds, ranging from
a magazine to 1,500lb of
home-made explosives. Dur-
ing one patrol LCpl Lea Lewis
investigated a track away from
the search area and found
explosives, and Pte Tristan
Green found 500Ib more, plus
booster charges and detonators
when he searched the attic of 2
derelict building.

Rural Dungannon proved
harder work for Pte Green than
Londonderry in 1991 when he
completed a tour with the old
second battalion before amal-
gamation. There was much
more walking then.

Just before he went on leave,
Pte “Bomber” Brown struck
lucky when he uncovered two
large barrels with ammunition,
detonators and firing packs.

At Cookstown, C Company
was reinforced by 21 soldiers
from Battalion HQ and 30
more from the mortar platoon.
It operated seven multiples,
with another two in Pomeroy.

Areas where activity could
be expected were carefully
mapped out and the company
“searched its heart out,”
according to Company
Sergeant Major W02 Gary
Webb.

With a sensitive finger on the
battalion pulse, the Ops staff in
HQ under Capt James Hart
14

Y,
Above: The “old gits” who
served together with A Com-
pany 20 years before: CSgt
Rob Neal, RSM Bob Grenfell
and WO2 Mick Hamilton

Left: While Pte Mark Luckman
keeps guard, Pte lan Buckles
wears his beret to check cars
at Cookstown

Right: Spr Gareth Walton
watched by Sgt Tony Gauci of
25 Engr Regt examines a dis-
used well which was drained
after bomb making equipment
was found in it

Vikings show

Salamanca claims
another victim

CAPT Ian Astley is the only
serving soldier to have fallen
at Salamanca!

The famous battle, fought
against the French during the
Peninsular War in 1813,
claimed its latest victim when
the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Anglian Regiment celebrated
the victory with an officers’
mess dinner in Dungannon
during which Capt Astley fell
and broke his wrist.

He had earlier covered
himselfin glory by reciting “A
Pompadour’s Poem”, which
he had written to extol the
exploits of the 22nd Essex

Regiment in the battle during
which it captured a Napo-
leonic eagle.

Capt Astley left the old 3 R
Anghan to join the new 1st
Battalion when the regiment
reduced to two battalions.

The “Vikings” of the new
1st Battalion willingly adopt-
ed some old Pompadours’
traditions. Operations in
Northern Ireland were not
allowed to interfere with cele-
brations of Salamanca and a
Vikings’ main battle honour,
Minden, though a few liber-
ties had to be taken in shifting
the dates of the dinners.

were always ready to reflect the
situation on the ground with
tactical signs on the operations
map.

The regiment was one of the
first to merge three battalions
into two under Options for
Change. Since the 1950s seven
regiments had contracted to
the present two battalions, and
the new first battalion, with its
“Vikings” nickname restored
by the regiment, endeavoured
to keep the best of a varied his-
tory alive.

Sub units were marked on
the operations room map by
different icons. Horned hel-
mets indicated Vikings loca-
tions and activity on Lough
Neagh was shown by a long-
ship. Top cover was shown by

a Pompadours’ eagle in
memory of the old 3rd Battal-
ion.

A tam-o’-shanter depicted
visiting King’s Own Scottish
Border units, and a twisted
knot the Staffords. If things
became depressing there was a
“morale cloud” ... soon dis-
persed when the Vikings
looked at pairs of boots sur-
mounted by bearskins, indicat-
ing that the Scots Guards were
soon to replace them.

There was much less pres-
sure on younger soldiers when
the RSM, WO1 Bob Grenfell,
patrolled at Dungannon 20
years ago. With him in 3 Pla-
toon of A Company were the
present regimental signals war-
rant officer, W02 Mick Hamil-

ton, and the messes manager,
CSgt Rob Neal.

“As a young lance corporal it
was a real fun place to be
because you were given your
head,” said the RSM.

Instructions then  were
simple. A patrol section of
eight men would be “given”
Dungannon for four hours and
told to get on with it. The
approach was often unsophisti-
cated, soldiers carrying out
searches with pitchforks and
scythes.

Today, highly  trained
searchers have technical equip-
ment, and most movement is
by helicopter rather than road.

Old-fashioned courtesy is
now a potent weapon. The
original A Company members

¥ .
The commanding officer,
Lt Col Roger Brunt

knew areas where two-year-old
children would automatically
make rude gestures. Twenty
years ago it was unheard of for
old men to talk to soldiers,
unlike today, said the RSM.
“People just want to see the
back end of it all,” he said.

Last time they were in
Northern Ireland, the Vikings
were told they would be back
in south Armagh in 14 months.
There was much better news
for them in Dungannon - they
learned they would exercise in
America, then in Kenya the
following year.

This was a real tonic for his
soldiers, said RSM Grenfell.
Over the past six years many of
them had alternated between
Colchester and south Armagh,

County Fermanagh and east
Tyrone. To know they were
bound for America was a great
incentive.

When RSM Grenfell joined
in 1972 his first tour was after
30 months and the second five
years later.

Despite day-to-day pres-
sures and very long hours,
CSgt Neal was happy to have
his sons Steve and Andy serv-
ing with him in Dungannon.
He has seen big changes in
them as old heads developed
on young shoulders.

“Soldiering is still good
fun,” he said. “If you’ve joined
for good wages, you are in the
wrong profession, but if you
joined to see life, you are

right.”

But three tours in five years
are no fun for wives and girl-
friends, as LCpl Steve Neal
found when he started plan-
ning his wedding. It fell
through when the initial train-
ing and commitment to the
previous tour in Northern Ire-
land caused too much turbu-
lence.

Weddings were, however, on
the horizon for several Vikings
after the tour, including Pte
Andy Neal and Capt James
Hart.

Commanding officer Lt Col
Roger Brunt was well satisfied
with the tour, which he felt was
a good experience for the bat-
talion. He was concerned how-
ever that every time the gap
berween tours reduced to less

bove: Pte ndy Itcell, is Green, Tim Tawse and Rick Jones
pack their kit before going on patrol

Below: Cpl Pte Ward and Pte Dave Mitchell on patrol

than 24 months, it cut down
training time for primary war-
fighting skills.

“We went at it very hard for
six months at the right level of
intensity, kept the lid on and
had one or two good finds and
very good arrests,” he said.

There had been a subtle
change in attitude since he was
in Londonderry in 1981 and he
found it very encouraging to
detect a feeling that terrorism
could be stopped.

“Any battalion worth its salt
will welcome the challenge of a
roulement tour because we
joined to wage war on the
Queen’s enemies,” he said.
“We now have a unique cata-
logue of skills no other army in
the world can match.”
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FOR THE next two years or
s0, Catterick Garrison is going
to be, as its commander, Brig
Peter Lyddon, puts it, “one big
building site”.

But any inconvenience will
be to good purpose, as the
Yorkshire establishment pre-
pares to take on the mantle of
the largest garrison town in the
British Army.

By April 1995 there will have
been a total of 24 moves of
units into, out of, and within
the garrison since March this
year and around £100m will
have been spent on 28 major
projects.

“By 1996, our overall num-
bers will be about 13} thou-
sand,” said Royal Green Jacket
Brig Lyddon, “making us, I
believe, the biggest garrison in
the UK and one of the biggest
in Europe.

“I think I am right in saying
that Osnabriick at its height
was only 12% thousand.”

The transformation at Cartt-
erick, brought about as a result
of Options for Change, began
with the closure of 11 Signal
Regiment last spring and the
handing-over of Helles Bar-
racks by them to the Infantry
Training Battalion — a new unit
formed from the Guards and
Parachute Regimental Depots
to carry out Phase Two train-
ing.

Additional living accommo-
dation had to be
provided for the

Brig Peter Lyddon, Commander Headquar-

ters Catterick Garrison

too, came in from Colchester
and is now based in newly-
refurbished accommodation,
and their support unit, the
armoured 24 Field Ambulance
RAMC.

At the end of the year, 8
Signal Regiment moves to
Blandford when the advance
party for the Infantry Training
Centre (ITC) moves into the
garrison.

H's good
news for the

unit. Report: Phil Wilcox local population

(OLILIT kil Pictures: Mike Perring in  Richmond,
racks, on the Darlington and
disbandment of north York-

2nd Infantry Division Trans-
port Regiment, Royal Corps of
Transport, and the move of 60
Squadron to Colchester, was
handed over to 15 Field Work-
shops, REME, who moved in
from Ypres Lines and re-roled
as armoured close support
workshops.

Other changes have
involved, among several other
locations within the garrison,
Gaza Barracks.

There, in the early part of
last year, 24 Air Mobile
Brigade HQ and Signal
Squadron departed for Colch-
ester and did a straight swap
with 19 Brigade HQ and Signal
Squadron, which was convert-
ed from an infantry to a mech-
anised unit.

Also based at Gaza is Head-
quarters 19 Brigade, which,
16

shire,” said Brig Lyddon.

“They are delighted the gar-
rison is expanding, although
they and we shall be sad to see
the Royal Signals go.”

With the transfer of RAF
Catterick to Army control in
June, when it became Marne
Barracks, the main garrison
and its surrounding training
areas of Feldom and Bellerby
now cover almost 34 square
miles of land.

There is accommodation for
more than 6,000 single person-
nel and, spread across 21
estates, more than 2,000 mar-
ried quarters, many of which
will need extensive modernisa-
tion.

“A pretty sizeable propor-
tion of the Army is recruiting
from the north east, and people
do seem to enjoy it here,” Brig

Lyddon - who
himself started
as a trooper with
The Royal Hus-
sars at Catterick
back in 1963 —
explained.

With the
arrival of new
units, changes in
role and new
and additional
training require-
ments, facilities
at the Catterick
Training Centre

are being
upgraded.
On the Fel-

dom training
area, a perma-
nent defensive
position is being
prepared by
Royal Engineers
to provide train-
ing facilities for
the ITC.

At Bellerby,
two extra ranges are to be pro-
vided and, on the Catterick
training area, the track system
is being improved and upgrad-
ed to take armoured vehicles,
for low level deployment train-
ing.

Man with the main responsi-
bility for juggling the training
review, changes in budgetary
structures, a catering strategy
study, the handing over of
2,100 married quarters to a
housing trust by April 1995

Catterick’s big

and the move of all three
infantry battalions currently
based at Catterick later in the
year is Lt Col Mike Dent,
Chief of Staff at Garrison
Headquarters.

Like the commander, he fre-
quently finds himself working
seven days a week “trying to
find the time and space for all
thar is going on”.

Apart from the major pro-
jects (total value about £100
million) and the training area
work (£11 million-plus), he
has been up to his neck in
market testing. The garrison is
the first such establishment to
be involved.

“Our property management
budget last year was £30 mil-
lion: you are looking at a big
investment in cash,” he said.

“We needed to upgrade
these barracks — it is not being
done for the sake of it.”

In October next year, it will
be 80 years since the first huts
at the new “semi-permanent”
training centre designed for
40,000 troops on the orders of
Lord Kitchener were occupied
on the site.

Gen (now Fd Marshal) Sir
Peter Inge, visiting the garrison
in his former capacity of Chief
of the General Staff, described
it as “the showpiece of the 90s
Army”. As Lt Col Dent says:
“Some people think that Catt-
erick is a sleepy, quiet back-
water. It may have been in the
past. It certainly isn’t now.”

Above — All going according
to plan: Col Steve Knowles RE
(right) discusses the next
stage of development at the
Megiddo Lines construction
site with Stephen Ball, project
manager of White Young Ltd

Below — Hectic life: Lt Col Mike
Dent, Chief of Staff at Garrison
Headquarters

Vimy/Helles Barracks Cessa-
tion of training by 8 Signal Regi-
ment in October; regiment will
close in December, hand over
barracks to advance party of ITC
Catterick. ITC, comprising a
headquarters, two training bat-
talions based in Vimy Barracks
and training support battalion in
Helles Barracks, will open on
April 3, 1995 and be fully estab-
lished by July. Construction of
new living accommodation for
more than 200 soldiers, a junior
ranks' mess and physical train-
ing complex under way, plus
modernisation of existing build-
ings. ITC’s annual throughput
will be some 12,400 Regular and
TA trainees undergoing Phase 2
training.

Gaza Barracks Conversion
includes new garage and work-
shop facilities.

Alma Barracks Current home
for newly-formed 1st Battalion,
Royal Gloucestershire, Berk-
shire and Wiltshire Regiment,

\due to depart in January 95 to be

Catterick Garrison projects
under way and unit moves

replaced by 1st Battalion, The
Royal Irish Regiment.

Somme Barracks 1 Green
Howards depart in August,
replaced by 1st Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers,
coming from Warminster.

Bourlon Barracks Currently
being rebuilt to house Warrior-
equipped armoured infantry bat-
talion by April 95. Barracks will
be taken over by 1st Battalion,
The King’s Own Royal Border
Regiment, who arrive in Wathgill
Camp in January. Temporarily
accommodated there until work
completed.

Cambrai Barracks The Royal
Scots Dragoon Guards re-roling
(due for completion by Novem-
ber) to become armoured regi-
ment equipped with 50 Chieftain
main battle tanks. Depart this
month, replaced by The Queen's
Royal Hussars from Falling-
bostel, who will eventually con-
vert to being Challenger-
equipped regiment, based on 38
MBTSs.

Megiddo Lines A major (£14.5
million) development adjacent
to Cambrai providing garages
and working areas for the
Armoured Regiment and office,
technical and workshopaccom-
modation for 15 Field Workshop
REME, who will move from Col-
burn Barracks when project is
complete early next year.

Marne Barracks Formerly RAF
Catterick. 5 Regiment, Royal
Artillery moved in June from
temporary accommodation at
Strensall, to be joined by 8
Artillery Support Regiment RLC,
coming in from Munster. Work
includes provision of large park-
ing area for DROPS vehicles
and new build vehicle workshop
for REME, who support both reg-
iments.

Beach Head/Ypres Lines
Approx £3.15 million being spent
to adapt and extend the living,
office and working accommoda-
tion to provide facilities required
for expanded Provost Companu
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In a special six-page feature, Laurie Manton describes events in Belize as the British Army presence there is transformed

from a garrison to a training support unit. Pictures by Mike Weston

LAST Infantry battalion to
serve a roulement tour in
Belize was the 2nd King
Edward VII’s Own Gurkha
Rifles, commanded by Lt Col
William Shuttlewood.

For the first part of its tour,
the battalion manned observa-
tion posts and patrolled along
the Guatemalan border, while
establishing a presence within
Belize itself.

Recce Platoon underwent
intensive  specialist training
before deploying into the
jungle.

After successfully mounting
a series of operations, its com-
mander, Capt Simon Gilder-
son, was awarded a
commendation from the Com-
mander British Forces, Brig
Iain Johnstone.

When  Britain  formally
ended its operational commit-

ment to Belize at the beginning
of this year, the 2nd Goorkhas
became involved in drawing
down the Belize military estate
and its subsequent handover to
the Belize Defence Force.

The BDF has been
increased to battalion strength
and 2 GR was committed to
run a series of courses on its
behalf.

Belizean soldiers were put
through sniper and GPMG
(sustained fire) cadres, while
senior NCOs took a platoon
sergeant’s battle course.

The wide expanse of land
comprising the Baldy Beacon
range area proved ideal for a
live-firing mortar exercise.

During this period, the
Gurkhas moved out of Rideau
and Holdfast Camps, which
were handed over to the BDF,
and took up residence at Air-
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The Commander British Forces Belize, Brig lain Johnstone, hands :

a commendation to Rfn Kajiram Thapa, who showed great personal
courage when he apprehended two intruders
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BELIZE

port Camp. There, Rfn Kaji-
ram Thapa patrolling with
guard dog Duke showed great
personal courage and devotion
to duty when he came across
four intruders, one armed with
a large machete.

He managed to arrest two of
the men without having to
release his dog.

The other two were arrested
subsequently by civil police.
Rfn Thapa later received a
well-deserved commendation.

On returning to Hong Kong,
2 GR amalgamated with the
6th Queen Elizabeth’s Own
Gurkha Rifles to form 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Gurkha
Rifles.

All down

to the
last five

RESPONSIBILITY for draw-
down in Belize has fallen on the
shoulders of five British sol-
diers who make up the Theatre
Drawdown Team.

Tasked with running down
British Forces Belize by the
end of September, they have
had to organise the withdrawal
of more than 1,500 personnel
and the removal of 1,100
tonnes of ammunition, 150
tonnes of stores and 500 vehi-
cles.

Fifteen bases, ranging from
Salamanca Camp to firing
ranges and Rapier short range
air defence sites, have been
returned to the Government of
Belize.

Perhaps the most exotic
location handed back was
Hunting Caye, a small island
that offered British squaddies a

Holdfast Camp is handed over to the BDF by the OC Theatre Draw-

down Team, Maj Gary Littlechild (centre). The event is witnessed by
BDF Quartermaster, Maj Mike Gleeson and the 2nd Goorkhas QM,

Capt Milanichandra Gurung

taste of the Robinson Crusoe
existence.

Thirteen soldiers had been
sent there to man OPs and
establish a presence on an
island claimed by neighbour-
ing Guatemala. They also
logged shipping and patrolled
nearby islands.

The OC, Maj Gary Little-
child and Capt John Balding,
Sgt Dave Gilbert, L.Cpl Stan
Lawrence and Pte Mark Mears
are co-ordinating the move of
the remaining personnel on a
trickle basis. This operation

should be completed next
month.

They have produced an
equipment table for BATSUB
and have ensured that the sup-
port unit will have first choice
of in-theatre equipment. The
rest will be loaded on to three
Royal Fleet Auxiliary logistic
landing ships and returned to
the United Kingdom.

Following Parliamentary
approval, a separate “gifting
package” of trucks and equip-
ment will be handed over to the
Belize Defence Force.
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Army and RAF chefs have been taught how to make proper Gurkha curries by

LCpl Aran Kuma Gurung (front right)

See you later,
alligator . . .

... and the jaguars, barracudas,
lobsters, dolphins and moray eels

FOLLOWING the British
Government’s decision to pull
out of Belize, garrison staff
have spent the past few months
organising their own withdraw-
al from the former British
colony and establishing an
Army training team at Airport
Camp.

The Royal Logistic Corps’
78 Supply Squadron had been
responsible for maintaining
stocks of combat supplies and
materiel for use by British
troops in Belize. It looked after
the garrison’s reserve of stores,
vehicles and ammunitions.

Once stocks have been run
down, soldiers from the
squadron will depart, leaving
behind a nucleus of ten men to
provide a small supply section
for the newly-created British
Army Support Team which
will conduct training for
infantry companies visiting
from the United Kingdom.

Before the last roulement
battalion - 2nd King Edward
VII's Own Gurkha Rifles — left
Belize, its cooks taught the
RLC chefs how to make a
proper Gurkha curry. The
Force Catering Warrant Offi-
cer, WO1 Mark Golden,
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explained that while his chefs
tended to use curry powder
from a packet, the Gurkhas
took a lot of trouble to make up
their own sauces using herbs
and spices ground down to a
powder.

There are two types of
Gurkha curry. One for the
“Sahibs” (intended for British
troops) which has no bones.
With the other, Gurkha sol-
diers themselves just cut up a
whole chicken including head
and feet and boil it up. There is
no wastage, but as WOI
Golden pointed out, the aver-
age British soldier would prob-
ably be upset to find a chicken
claw on his plate . . .

On occasions, there have
been difficulties for the
squadron’s catering staff. The
bulk of the rations came from
America or the UK. Belizean
products such as oranges and
bananas are shipped to Miami
and have to be bought back in
again by the Army.

“It is a case of ‘when the
boat comes in’,” said WOI1
Golden. If, for example, we
need tomato sauce, bacon and
sausages for breakfast, they are
not dispatched until the ship-

ping container is filled. We
have to order in advance to
make sure supplies don’t run
out,”

One element of British
Forces Belize staying put is the
Joint Service Adventurous
Training Centre (JSATC)
based at St Georges Caye,
which offers courses in canoe-
ing and diving, and, with addi-
tional instructors, can also
provide training on windsurf-
ing and dinghy sailing.

‘Adventurous training is of
great benefit to soldiers,” said
the centre’s chief instructor,
SSgt Simon Lymn. “It instils
leadership  qualities  and
encourages self-reliance.

“l believe the Services get
good value for money from it.”

Students also have an oppor-
wnity to view some of the
wildlife. Schools of dolphins,
barracuda, lobster and moray
eels are a common sight in the
waters around the centre.

Away from the breezy off-
shore cayes, sappers from 34
Field Squadron Royal Engi-
neers have been hard at work in
one of the more remote jungle
areas constructing a scientific
research station for the British

ford in extracting teeth
from a patient
hospital in the Belizean
capital, Belmopan

at a

Natural History Museum and
the Belizean Forestry Commis-
sion. The 140ft long wooden
building’s laboratories will
enable 16 scientists at a time to
study a variety of research pro-
jects, including 1trees and
moths.

The sappers, normally based
at Waterbeach, faced attack
from jaguars as they made their
way along a jungle track from
the construction site to their
nearby tented accommodation.
Soldiers had to travel in pairs

Optronics technician Cpl Des Brewer
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tests a Clansman radio

and shotguns were available for
self-defence.

The REME’s 16 Field
Workshop supported all units
in Belize. It offered first and
second line support. Its crafts-
men offered a spread of spe-
cialist and ancillary trades,
from vehicle mechanics to
telecommunication and instru-
ment technicians and armour-
ers, metalsmiths and
electricians.

Quite unusually in Belize,
the workshop also had ship-

Vehicle mechani

wrights to work on the landing
and supply craft once held on
garrison strength. Under draw-
down, the field workshop will
reduce and provide an artificer
sergeant major and eight sol-
diers to an equipment support
detachment for BATSUB.
Vehicle dependency will drop
from more than 500 to less
than 90.

“It has been quite difficult
keeping vehicles serviceable
because steering and suspen-
sions take a real battering due
to the horrendous state of the
roads in Belize,” said the OC,
Maj Bill Taylor. “But our
policy of ‘total quality’ has seen
my workshop staff respond to
any emergency. Getting the job
done right first time is very
important.”

The garrison ammunition
store adjacent to the main air-
port found it had an intruder
on site. An alligator had taken
up residence in a small pond at
the store. But it was not a big
problem. . .

“It is only small and we tend
to ignore it,” ammunition tech-
nician, Cpl Steve Fallan, said
with a shrug.

Military staff at 24 Trans-

cs Kate Eden and Louise Sincock pre|

port Squadron RLC include a
movement control detachment
of a sergeant and two NCOs.
Working  alongside RAF
movers at the administrative
hangar, the soldiers have been
kept busy dealing with all
aspects of movement, includ-
ing roulement flights for
infantry units, standard troop-
ing flights by RAF VCI10 air-
craft and the movement of
shipping containers by sea.

The squadron also: main-
tains a postal and courier
detachment which provides a
post officer counter service six
days a week.

The squadron has employed
a fleet of Bedford trucks to
ferry soldiers around the local
training areas. Until earlier this
year, iis maritime troop was
equipped with ramp-powered
lighters which supplied the
Army’s Battlegroup South.

Alpha Troop and ten
attached TA drivers took part
in Exercise Great Descent, an
expedition culminating in an
abseil down a 1,000ft waterfall.
Previously the soldiers climbed
the 3,000ft Victoria Peak,
which is said to have been the
first point seen by Columbus.

pare to fit a Land Rover engine

So inaccessible is it that it took
troops four days to approach
from their drop-off point.

The Army Air Corps 25
Flight is equipped with Gazelle
helicopters, and added the
RAF’s main flying role to its
responsibilities last month. It
has its own REME detach-
ment. WO2 (AQMS) Trev
Taylor has five aircraft and two
avionics technicians working in
his department, plus an RLC
NCO in the First Aid Aircraft
Office (FAACO) and a techni-
cal storeman who is responsi-
ble for tools and test
equipment.

The Royal Military Police
provost detachment on Belize,
commanded by WO2 (CSM)
John MacDonald, has three
four-man shifts which are kept
busy dealing with petty theft,
robbery and other offences
committed against Servicemen
and women.

A Serviceman was shot by
muggers in one of the more
dangerous areas of Belize City.

Perhaps that’s why they have
nicknamed the detachment the
“Caribbean Precinct” . . .

® More pictures on next page
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LCpl David Short and chief instructor, SSgt Simon
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Tailors by appointment to:

The Household Cavalry.
1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards.
The Queen’s Own Hussars.
Royal Tank Regiment.
Corps of Royal Engineers.
Royal Corps of Signals.
The Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire.
The Royal Irish Regiment.
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment.

ol i NOW THEY
s e e s e NEED US...

The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters. PLEASE H ELP . 5“I

Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment. TH EM IN THEIR | ANNIVERSARY

The Light Infantry. 1944-1994 &
7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles. HOU R OF N EED e sl
The Army Air Corps.

The Royal Army Chaplain’s Department.
The Royal Logistic Corps.
Royal Army Medical Corps.

The Army Benevolent Fund provides help to any man
or woman and their families if they are serving or have

Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. served in the British Army and are in real need. This help is
The Adjutant General’s Corps. given in two ways: through grants to supplement Corps or
R ey Regimental aid and by financial support to over 70 national

Small Arms School Corps.
Rioyal Avmy Daritel Gorpa: charities providing for the special needs of those in distress.
Intelligence Corps. Our overall aim is to bring help to the many cases where
Army Physical Training Corps. state assistance is inapplicable, inadequate or unable to
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The Inns of Court and City Yeomanry.
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Trouble-shooting

-around the table

of p

SOLDIERS who served on
earlier Op Grapple tours would
be surprised at the level of
peace existing in central Bosnia
as a result of a ceasefire agree-
ment between Bosnian Croats
and Muslims that came into
force earlier this year.

No longer do the two sides
fight across the streets of
Gornji Vakuf and the Muslims
have ceased trying to capture
the Croatian enclave of Vitez.
Towns and villages that once
echoed with violence are now
mostly calm.

As the agreement was imple-
mented, the British comman-
der of UNPROFOR’s Bosnia-
Hercegovina command, Gen
Sir Michael Rose, quickly
realised his area of responsibil-
ity was too large and contained
too many troops to be effec-
tively controlled by a single

headquarters.
So he divided his command
into three sectors, Sector

North East centred around
Tuzla, Sector Sarajevo, and
Sector South West based at
Gornji Vakuf.

Briton in charge of keeping

The United Nations commander of S

concept for Joint Commission meetings has paid dividends

the peace around Sector South
West is Brig Andrew Ridgway,
who has 8,500 troops under his
command, drawn primarily
from Britain, Canada, Spain,
Malaya and Turkey.

i

]

Cpl lan Johnson and LCpl Terry Crossley of 1 DWR on patrol in

il 4

Gorniji Vakuf. This picture would not have been possible earlier this
year because the town was the scene of bitter fighting

There are also Belgians and
a newly-arrived company of
New Zealand infantry soldiers
who will serve with 2nd Battal-
ion, The Royal Anglian Regi-
ment, providing an extra
company to BRITBAT 1
based in Vitez.

Normally Brig Ridgway
commands the 7th Armoured
Brigade in Germany. In
Bosnia-Hercegovina, he is res-
ponsible for an
area of 12,500
square kilome-
tres  covering
most of central
Bosnia from Maglaj in the
north to Mostar in the south.
Within it lies more than 80km
of confrontation line — both
between the Serbs and the
Bosnia Government Confeder-
ation Forces, and along the
former confrontation line
between Bosnian Muslims and
Croats.

He told Soldier that he also
had troops stationed in the
Gorazde pocket. “To deter

ector South West is Brig Andrew Ridgway. His “Round Table”

Report: Laurie Manton

Pictures: Mike Perring

Serbian attacks on the disputed
Muslim-held area, the 1st Bat-
talion, The Duke of Welling-
ton’s Regiment has been
deployed as the UN’s Gorazde
Force,” he said.

“Their battalion headquar-
ters and two infantry compan-
ies have been joined by a
Ukrainian company, Norwe-
gian medics and some Royal
Engineers.

“They have
done a fantastic
job under ex-
tremely difficult
circumstances.”

The brigadier also com-
mands all the British Forces in
the former Yugoslavia. Under-
standably, he finds himself
quite tied to his UN duties
where the focus remains on
forward operations. Much of
his work as COMBRITFOR
has fallen to his deputy com-
mander, Col Chris Lunn, and
chief of staff, Maj Nick Eeles.

Since the agreement was

@ Turn to next page
25



R SRR B B e R SRR TR .
Central Bosnia steps out into the light

® From Page 25

signed, the sector headquarters
has been heavily involved in
implementing the peace.

Said Brig Ridgway: “We are
constantly engaged in negotia-
tions — often at a low level,
dealing with minor issues on
the ground, and often at a high
level.

“The key to our success is
the Joint Commission that was
set up by senior military and
civilian' leaders in Sarajevo.
Authority to develop the peace
in central Bosnia was first dele-
gated to my predecessor, Brig
John Reith and his 4th
Armoured Brigade troops who
did so much to establish this
headquarters and sector, and
then to me.

“I chair the Commission’s
policy committee which con-
sists of the leaders of the new
Confederation’s joint Army
Staff and military and civil
leaders from both sides.”

It meets every second week
at the brigadier’s headquarters
to formulate policy for devel-
oping the peace. To ensure
there are no arguments about
who sits where, he tasked the
Royal Engineers to construct
an Arthurian-style round table.
In place of knights’ coats of
arms, the sappers have affixed
the badges of the Bosnian
Muslim, Croat and United
Nations committee members.

“I also have two executive
committees which are in per-
manent session as trouble-
shooters. Personnel from both
sides live on camp and operate
daily entering negotiations and
solving problems,” he said.

One of the United Nations’
main mandates for being in
Bosnia-Hercegovina is to facil-
itate the delivery of humanitar-
ian aid. Until earlier this year,
troops were heavily engaged in

Gornji Vakuf liaison officer, Capt

Robert Schofield, QRH holds the
symbolic connector of HVO and BiH communications wires. The
historic link-up means both side can pick up their field telephones
and talk to each other. In this way, problems can be sorted out with-
out resorting to fighting

26

escorting and protecting con-
VOys.

During consecutive Op
Grapple tours, the Cheshires, 1
PWO and the Coldstream
Guards sent armoured vehicles
out virtually every day on
escort duties. It proved diffi-
cult and dangerous work.

Primary aid is no longer
escorted. UNHCR convoys
now take aid to its warehouses
alone. Virtually all secondary
distribution is also unescorted.

“This is a dramatic change
from a few months ago, when
everything brought in had to be
escorted every step of the way,”
said Brig Ridgway.

“The fact is that the peace
process in central Bosnia has
been so successful, not only
does aid move freely, but so
does commercial traffic.

“There is virtually nothing
you cannot buy in the shops,
including fruit and vegetables,
and you can buy petrol in Sara-
jevo cheaper than you can in

Above — On the heights of a
medieval fort in Maglaj, Canadi-
an Master Cpl Mike Poitras (left)
pints out a landmark to Lt Mark
Polhill, Cpl Dwayne Johnson
and LCpl Keith Norman

Left — A United Nations Sector
Southwest morning conference
at Gornji Vakuf sees Brig
Andrew Ridgway and his multi-
national staff surround the “bird
table”

At a joint checkpoint near Gornji Vakuf, Cpl Pete MacKay makes friends with BiH policeman Amir Cehaja and
HVO police officer Ivo Pavic

Germany. We are having prob-
lems with banditry, that will
have to be addressed.”

But sector staff are not rest-
ing on their laurels.

“We are constantly striving

for improvement. You
wouldn’t recognise this coun-
try compared with a few
months ago. Then it really was
hell on earth. It was dark and
cold. There were no facilities,

no traffic moved and there was
no food available other than
aid that was delivered or what
people grew themselves.
“Now, as a result of the Joint
Commission, power has been

| 9

former confrontation line

restored across the region.
Water is freely available, and
the sewers are working. The
schools are re-opening, prima-
ry health care is being brought
back and the lives of the Bos-
nians have been transformed.

“These improvements are a
fundamental military activity
to keep people out of the
trenches. We are working hard
with humanitarian organisa-
tions to show residents they
now have something worth
living for.

“They have found out to
their cost that war is a pretty
unpleasant experience. We
want them to realise that if they
go back in the trenches, they
will lose everything. They
won’t be able to take a bath,
have electric light or send their

British troops have started manning UN checkpoints along the

*r“

children to school.”

Admittedly there are still
some tensions, but the changes
are noticeable. British soldiers
wearing blue berets instead of
helmets are now patrolling
Gornji Vakuf across what was
the old front line. Bosnian
Croats and Muslims, once at
war, are talking to each other
on the streets.

In the Maglaj finger, the
Light Dragoons and the 2nd
Battalion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment have now estab-
lished bases in some of the pre-
viously inaccessible areas of
central Bosnia.

There remains much to be
done, but Brig Andrew Ridg-
way and his soldiers continue
their work. They have achieved

a lot and they are proud of it.
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[SPECIALISTS IN CELLULAR CONMUNIEATIONS |

“FREE PHONE”

YOU KNOW THE SITUATION - away from

home, your barracks, family and fellow
Servicemen.

EE=d BE IN TOUCH no matter where you may be. ik

We are giving away a Maxon hand-portable* with 16 hour standby

battery, rapid recharging system, 198 name number memories,

etc, etc.
Simply ring us with your personal details and we will deliver direct

to your home or unit, or write for further details.
* Connection to primetime tariff * Subject to status

Anders Square, Perton, Wolverhampton WVé6 7QH.

SREuRcr Telephone: 0902 746191 & eiro

cellular services

IF YOU ARE A SOLDIER SUBSCRIBER, PLEASE
REMEMBER TO INFORM US OF YOUR NEW
ADDRESS - AT LEAST FOUR WEEKS BEFORE
YOU MOVE.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER SUBSCRIPTIONS, PARSONS
HOUSE, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS
GUIT 2DU OR TELEPHONE ALDERSHOT (0252)
347353

This applies to individual subscribers and Army unils%

HOUSING FOR
SERVICE FAMILIES &
SEPARATED WIVES

There are VACANCIES
in CAMBRIDGESHIRE
& TYNE and WEAR.
En-Suite Rooms, Self Catering,
TV Lounge, Laundry, Playroom,
Dining Room and Large Garden.
Spend a few weeks re-adjusting
into civilian life, with the help of
caring and supportive staff.

SSAFA

THE SOLDIERS

Highly recommended by past residents-

LOW RENTS.

Further information available from
SSAFA Central Office,

19 Queen Elizabeth Street,
London SE1 2LP. Tel: 071 403 8783

SAILORS" AND
AIRMEN'S FAMILIES

ASSOCIATION

HOMEWARD BOUND

Reg Charity No 210760

FOREIGN SERVICE MEDAL

CLASPS NOW.
® OCCUPATION OF AUSTRIA

® AUSTRALIA
@ BERLIN AIR LIFT |

COMMEMORATIVE
CRIMSON-GOLD-BLUE BLUE-GOLD-CRIMSO

S MALTA

® FRANCE 1940

®INDIA

# CEYLON

@ EAST GERMAN BORDER
@ FALKLANDS GARRISON
® NORTHERN NORWAY
@ BERLIN GARRISON

® CARIBBEAN

@ FAR EAST

@ WEST GERMANY

@ CYPRUS

® HONG KONG

® BELIZE

@ GIBRALTAR

®SUEZ

@ THAILAND

@ MIDDLE EAST

8 SINGAPORE

® MALAYSIA

® PAPUA NEW GUINEA

@ VIETNAM

®SOUTH EAST ASIA

©® NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES
® NORTH AMERICA

® GREAT BRITAIN

@ NEW ZEALAND

® OCCUPATION OF JAPAN
® KOREA

® UNITED NATIONS FORCES
® BORNEO

®SOUTH WEST PACIFIC
#INDIAN OCEAN

OBVERSE

This medal is to commemorate overseas service
that has not been recognised by any award.

Both this superb medal and its miniature are
STRUCK in bright cupronickle. The design is  esoutHen ocean
deliberately reminiscent of the by-gone days of ~ #80M8& MNE CLEARANCE
‘Empire’. Cost: Medal @ Aust. $75; Clasps @ soar”

Aust. $35. ® GREECE

E ; ? ® CRETE
This is a Commemorative — and like all other  eraLesTing
Commemoratives it is unofficial. It must NOT ~ JNEWS
be worn by members of the Armed Forces in  enortHAFRICA
uniform. In civilian dress this Commemorative *®SFECIALOPERATIONS

x L3 @ EMPIRE AIR TRAINING

should be dlsplayed below Official Awards. ® OCCUPATION OF GERMANY

® OCCUPATION OF ITALY

For an application form with full details, please  eoerencEoFNATO

send a self addressed 3!4" X 8%" envelope to: e 42

® MEDITERRANEAN
SERVICE COMMEMORATIVES PTY LTD ::ggﬁ f_f;":m
PO BOX 173, DROMANA, VIC. AUSTRALIA  «southatianTic
3936 ® PACIFIC OCEAN

e

ZIPPO LIGHTERS

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH
YOUR REGIMENTAL CREST

The original petrol
windproof lighters.

Guaranteed for life or
repaired free of charge.

Delivered duty paid UK
or duty free overseas.

Minimum engraved

order 50

For information on models available with no minimum order
requirement please tick =]
For full details complete the coupon below and send to:

WAINGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD., UNIT 27 GRAND UNION CENTRE,
3368 LADBROKE GROVE, LONDON W10 5AX

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters engraved
with my Regimental Crest.
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Lincoln
success

NEW briefings and semi-
nars will be added to the
already successful pro-
gramme of the Lin-
colnshire Armed Forces
Resettlement Group
during its second year of
operation.

The partnership bet-
ween Business and Arm-
ed Forces was successful
in the first year, and
many more employers
were becoming aware of
the high " employment
potential of Service
leavers, said Maj Oliver
Hackett of 49 (E Mid)
Brigade.

Group offer

THE UK 200 Group of
practising chartered ac-
countants is offering a
free initial meeting with
Service leavers to dis-
cuss financial and tax
matters. Anyone inter-
ested in the offer should
contact Sally Wise or
David Turnbull on 0252
333511. The group has
offices in many parts of
the UK.

Discount hols

SPECIAL holiday dis-
counts are available for
Service personnel, ex-
Service  organisations
and MoD civilians at
selected hotels, camping
centres and summer
houses in Denmark.
Details from The Gra-
nary, Church Road,
Bacton NRi12 0JP
(tel/fax: 0692 651086).

MPs visit Naafi

THREE Members of Par-
liament visited Naafi
Headqguarters at Ames-
bury, Wiltshire on August
4 to learn about the role
of the organisation as
part of a programme to
educate them about
Britain's Armed Forces
as members of the
Armed Forces Parlia-
mentary Scheme.

Interest down

From September 1, inter-
est charged on the
accounts of Naafi's
100,000 budget and
charge card holders fell
from 2 per cent to 1.8 per
cent for accounts paid by
direct debit or salary
deduction and from 2.2
per cent to 2 per cent for
accounts paid by other
means.

Friends in high places:
Tommy with the Prince

FOR FAMILIES
Ready, teddy, gone!

IT IS ALL too much to bear -

for SSAFA's Tyne and
Wear Office in Newcastle
upon Tyne.

Tommy, one of four
fund-raising teddies from
the branch, has gone

AWOL while on a four
month temporary tour of
duty with the Army.
Normally housed in a
bottle-green flight bag com-
plete with his documents —

including an autograph
book signed by Prince
Charles — Tommy was last
seen in the Army Public
Relations Office in London
at the end of July.
Described as being
about 12 inches tall, made
of golden mohair and wear-
ing a red scarf and sweater
with two SSAFA badges
attached, he is urgently
needed to report for his

next mission later this
month, when he is sched-
uled to descend by para-
chute with the veterans into
Arnhem.

Anyone who has any
knowledge of Tommy's cur-
rent whereabouts should
contact Diane Hurley,
SSAFA’s Teds Liaison Offi-
cer, on 0670 353446 or Sol-
dier Magazine as soon as
possible.

Anne’s influence
still guides us . ..

IT'S GOOD to see that the
new Army Wives Guide
carries a dedication to the
late Anne Armstrong MBE.

As the wording says, she
worked in support of Army
families — as well as the
Servicemen and women
and the wives and families
of the other three Services.

Much of her work cen-
tred on improving the chan-
nel of communication
between the chains of com-
mand and the families.
That channel is hardly ever
more vital than when a
family structure breaks
down and the wife — and
possibly the children -
have to leave the Service
community to begin life
again in the civilian world.

To civilian eyes the
sudden cessation of entitle-
ments and  privileges
seems brutal. In fact, if
you're in that situation, it
probably feels just as heart-
less.

Many women, now living
without the Services, have
said as much to me or to
the people who care for
them. Their language is
loaded with judgements.
“The Families Officer and
his side-kick . . ." said one
of the staff she had dealt
with.

Others dredge up the
clichés of Service life that
are no longer universally
true. Being addressed as
“wife of", having to cite your
husband's “last three” and
having no privacy are
among the complaints that
always come up.

Yet, if you look at the

results of Continuous Atti-
tude Surveys it's often the
hidden prejudices that
cause the most distress.

One wife was moved to
remark that just because
her husband wasn't an offi-
cer, she was expected to
drink lager, read the Sun
and play bingo. Not that
there’s anything wrong with
any of those — they just
weren't her style.

In a time of crisis, such
as the break-up of a family,
its vital that no one
becomes the victim of
another's prejudice. |It's
also vital that women who
have tried to sustain their
family despite the difficul-
ties of Service life are
helped back into the civilian
world. If being cast out of
your MQ and refused entry
to the barracks feels brutal |
don’t think it can compare
to the chill of civilian incom-
petence and diffidence.

SSAFA's Stepping
Stone project, which now
has two houses in Newcas-
tle and Cambridgeshire, is
making an excellent contri-
bution to this kind of reset-
tlement.

Fenlands Lodge in Cam-
bridgeshire, which has
been running for some

» COUNTERPOINT

has to be faced, and faced
realistically.

She also hinted that
there may be more news
time, has just had its official
opening.

Speaking on Counter-
pointon BFBS Pam Evans,
from Fenlands Lodge, said
that the women who arrive
there are in quite a trauma-
tised state. Many had never
had any contact with the
DSS before and found the
whole process very difficult.
Many women travel great
distances to come to the
Lodge but, once there, they
find that the mutual support
of each other's company a

great help.
There has been a lot of
discussion about the

stresses placed on mar-
riage and family by life with
the services. Pam high-
lighted the problem of the
men going away frequently,
often just having time to
catch their breath before
the next duty.

Jessica Lawlor, from
SSAFA HQ, welcomed the
success of Fenlands and
said that it's a shame
there's the need for such
places because their suc-
cess comes from people's
distress — but the situation

‘Clichés of Service
life no longer true’

later in the year about more
projects of the same kind.

Finally, a quick note
about a new book called
Arrive Alive (see Book
Reviews, August 8). Writ-
ten by Graham Yuill, an ex-
RMP who now trains
people in the skills of defen-
sive driving, it is a mixture
of the more mundane, but
vital, aspects of personal
safety when out on the road
and the dramatic, but

increasingly frequent,
action needed if you're
attacked.

| would heartily recom-
mend the book to anyone
who spends long spells dri-
ving.

When Graham appeared
on Counterpoint | asked
him if he thought Service
and ex-Service people
made better drivers than
civilians.

He said he did and high-
lighted the fact that, if as
Service person broke the
rules of the road the conse-
quences were likely to be
more severe, and more
likely to affect his personal
lite, than if he was a civilian.
It's an interesting thought.

You can get in touch with
Cari c/o Soldier or by writ-
ing to her at BFBS, BFPO
786.
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Bear necessities
of life in Canada

“IF YOU run, you’re dead,”
was the advice given to A Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, The Royal
Welch Fusiliers, by Maj Quinn
Hough, RE(V) during six
weeks in Western Canada on
Ex Pond Jump West.

He was not changing battle
drills — he was advising on what
not to do if they encountered a
bear during five days’ adven-
turous training in

ing Liaison Officer at the
Jasper National Park was to
organise a wide range of activi-
ties for visiting soldiers.

These included white water
rafting, mountain biking, horse
riding, abseiling, ice climbing
and canoeing, all of which were
designed to provide “a chal-
lenge, and even a fright for sol-
diers under strictly controlled

circumstances.”

one of the world’s
most ruggedly
beautiful areas.

Despite the
dangers of attract-
ing the interest of
these furry beasts,
the fusiliers
agreed Maj
Hough had the
best job in the
Army.

His task as Ad-
venturous Train-

structor

Rock climbing in-

Cpl

Fermor of Recce Pin

Rafting on the
1,000-mile Fraser
river took soldiers
over grade four
rapids by the
“Rearguard Falls”
just inside the
provincial border
of British Colum-
bia.

The fact that
the river was fed
by glaciers did not
bother Fus Steven

Dave

McCabe. “It was brilliant,” he
said. “We got a good soaking,
but when you’re wearing a wet
suit, waterproof, life jacket and
helmet, you don’t get cold.”

Cpl Dave Fermor of the bat-
talion recce platoon was top
rope and abseiling instructor
for a group of soldiers mostly
new to the concept of descend-
ing a vast slab of rock and
dropping directly into a
swirling river.

A  20-strong party of
canoeists was taken through
fast, tricky waters under super-
vision of Cpl Mark Wood and
three instructors in kayaks.
After a familiarisation lesson
on the lake next to their tented
forest camp, the soldiers were
launched on a 10km white-
water canoe run in two-man
teams. Footsloggers turned
donkey wallopers under L.t
Huw Nightingale, who took 14
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Fus Michael Jones of A Coy
takes a break from canoeing
on the Athabasca river

Fusiliers out riding. As the new
Welsh cavalry unit set out on
its 10km patrol, CSM Mike
Donnelly was heard muttering
to himself in despair.
Mountain  biking  took
another party past the thunder-
ous Athabasca Falls, where
Fus Tony Dean, a TA member
of the 3rd barttalion, was
amazed at the spectacular
scenery and friendly people.
But despite the thrill of the
wild outdoors, the highlight for
many Welshmen was on the
rugby pitch, where the Jasper
rugby team were given a
thrashing of 48 points to nil.

Sappers in
Sardinia
base check

CHECKING essential services
at the BAOR Expeditionary
Base in Sardinia was the task
offered to seven members of
522 Specialist Team Royal
Engineers  (Works) from
Hameln.

The team had to re-evaluate
the basic water and power
supply as well as the drainage
system of the villa, which is just
ten metres from the sea.

The villa is used by the per- !

manent staff of one officer, one
NCO and seven men, with
only the communal area, bar
and ablutions being used by
expeditionary troops.
Ablutions consisted of one
wash basin, two WCs and two
working showers, but could be
required by up to 72 soldiers at

A British Columbian icefield is a striking backdrop for LCpl Wayne
Roberts, Drum Major lain Blair and Fus Gareth Hughes of the Band
of the 1st Battalion, The Royal Welch Fusiliers

Recruits at the Army Training Regiment, Pirbright, will have more
scope during their external adventurous training week at Frem-
ington, Devon, now that the regiment has bought 12 mountain
bikes. Taking delivery of the bikes from shop assistant Leila are
LSgt Gary Smith, LCoH Paul Walsh and Cpl Mark Hughes

one time. The water supply
was contaminated by kitchen
waste, and the electrics were
inadequate for the demands of
even the permanent staff, who
were often left without power
when the system shorted.

The team found time to
enjoy windsurfing, scuba
diving and snorkelling, as well
as the hospitality of HMS Not-
ungham, which was docked at
Cagliari, the capital of the
island.

RLC’s Eagle has

landed in Poland

THE POLISH eagle returned
to its homeland on British
Army berets when 7 Transport
Regiment RLC carried out an
adventurous training exercise
near Krakow.

The emotive emblem is the
cap badge of the regiment,
which employed many Poles
on tank transporter squadrons
as part of the Mixed Service
Organisation after the Second
World War.

Led by 2nd Lt Sarah Delap
and WO2 (SSM) Brian
Hughes, both from 16 Tank
Transporter Squadron RLC in
Fallingbostel, the 12 soldiers
had to contend with major
flooding after heavy snow.

A party of climbers scaled a
number of peaks over 2,000m
in the Tatra mountains as well
as completing many quality
rock climbs and some spectac-
ular ridge walks.

The main phase was canoe-
ing 150km of the river Donajec
in under five days to raise
money for a minibus for a
Polish  rehabilitation  and
orthopaedic centre for sick
children.

Directed by Cpl Eric Perry,
the soldiers had to fight a 15ft
rise in water level on the river
Donajec.

Before the exercise 7 Tpt
Regt RLC raised more than
£2,000 for the centre, and after
their exertions, the soldiers vis-
ited it and distributed toys and
sweets.

The expedition, understood
to be the first adventurous
training foray into Poland, is
the start of what may become a

permanent link with the
Zakopane region.
The tank transporter

squadrons descend from the
Poles who survived Nazi con-
centration camps and prisons
only to be displaced by the
Soviet communist regime.
Many Poles joined transporter
units in 1947, and gave 40
years of exceptionally loyal ser-
vice until disbanded in 1987.

Both 16 Sgn and 3 Sqn,
which inherited the Polish
mantle of 617 Sqn in Hamm,
have been proud to continue
the tradition and Poles who
served at Hamm still work with
the regiment as civilians.

The regiment hopes to
return at regular intervals,
starting with a second visit in
the autumn to present the
minibus once it has been
reconditioned with money
from the sponsored canoe
expedition.
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Service medals
should combine

I SHOULD like to suggest that
the Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal be merged
with the Meritorious Service
Medal.

The latter is at present
awarded only to even longer-
serving member of the Armed
Forces. Nowadays the MSM is
no more than an extension to

the LS and GC. Another few

I DON'T know if it is the
custom of any other British
regiment to carry weapons in
church (Letters, July 25). I can
only speak for my own.

During the tercentenary of
the 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment
on July 7, 1989, when the
Colonel-in-Chief, the Prince
of Wales, presented new
Colours, they were escorted up
the aisle of Chester Cathedral
with bayonets fixed.

I am sure other regiments
have done the same when old
Colours were laid up in the
local church or cathedral. —
Eddie Dean, Winsford,
Cheshire.

years of service with the usual
CO’s recommendation suffice
— normally a total of about 25
years. Needless to say, this
ruling could also apply to any
other force with entitlement to
LS and GC medals, such as the
Police, Fire Service, Ambu-
lance Service, WRVS, and Red
Cross.

After all, if I may say so, any

Long Service and Good Con-
duct Medal sounds to me like a
Sunday School or Cub Scouts’
good attendance and good
behaviour award, whereas an
MSM is by far better-sounding
and more worthy to the Armed
Forces, — Capt (QM) (Retd)
Richard A Steward, LS and
GC (late IEME/REME),
Sidmouth, Devon.

Three days when
the Gordons met

AS A SON of the regiment, I
can confirm that the 1st and
2nd Battalions, The Gordon
Highlanders did meet at
Gibraltar early in 1935 (Let-
ters, June 27) but I know of two
other occasions when they met.

One was at Ladysmith in
September 1900 — the 2nd Bat-
talion at the Siege and the 1st
at the Relief. There is a paint-
ing of the occasion by Snaffles.

According to The Life of a
Regiment (Vol 2, Page 309) the
regiment united for the first
time on October 3, 1898 at
Deolali. The 2nd Battalion had
just arrived in India; the 1st
were homeward bound from
Gharail.

As a point of interest the 1st
Bn completed 15 years service
abroad when it returned to

Scotland in 1935 (Turkey
1920, Malta 1921, Turkey
1922, Malta 1923-24, Egypt
1924, India 1925-33, and

Palestine 1934-35).

May I also mention that my
father, who served from 1920,
did not qualify for the India
General Service Medal,
although he served on the
NWFP, nor the General Ser-
vice Medal (Palestine) and fin-
ished his Pontoon (21 years)
with LS and GC only. -
“Snowie” Warden, ex-lst
Bn, The Gordon High-
landers 1950-76, Inverness.

PLENTY IN
RESERVE

I CANNOT equal Maj
Ken Smith’s multi-capbadged
career (People, July 25).

But as a Reservist I complet-
ed 40 years of unpaid Crown
service in the Royal Naval
Mine Watching Service, the
Royal Naval Auxiliary Service,
the Royal Naval Reserve, the
Royal Observer Corps, the
Special Constabulary and HM
Auxiliary Coastguard (in
which I am still serving).

On another topic, could you
give further details of the new
Conspicuous Gallantry Cross,
which replaces the CGM (Let-
ters, July 25). — M P Cocker,
Cleveleys, Lancs.

® Although the CGC has been
approved by the Queen, a Royal
Warrant cannot be issued until the
design of the medal and ribbon are
also approved. Further details of
the medal will be announced later.
— Editor

“I had the most horrible dream last night ...
predecessors had forgotten to amend the milk contract!”

our

@ Belize story - Pages 18-23

Tribute to Hampshires

YOU mentioned (June 27) that
veteran Albert Louis Burton l
had his ashes committed to the ‘
sea off Normandy on June 6. |
Another veteran, Mr Ron ]
Thomas, of Ryston, expressed ;
a wish to have his ashes scat- ‘
tered on the beach at
Asnelles’/Le Hamel (Gold
beach), where he landed on D-

comfort of a passenger car combined with the excitement and
fun of an off-road vehicle.
So whether you're planning on 48
hitting the road, the trail, the &
mud or the sand, take a
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Introducing the stunning new RAV4 from Toyota, the
world’s leading 4WD manufacturer.
With class-leading power and sophistication, it has all the

test-drive in the new RAV4 first. @ Permanent 4-wheel
drive. @ 2-litre, 16 valve engine, @ 0-60mph in 11.6 seconds
(manual). @ Fully independent suspension. @ Automatic
gearbox option (GX only). @ Driver’s side airbag. @ Side
. impact beams. @ Alarm/immobiliser.
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Day with the 1st Battalion,
The Hampshire Regiment. His
wish was carried out by his ex-
CO, Brig Nelson Smith, on
June 5.

Ron was a pre-war Territori-
al with the regiment and trans-
ferred to the commandos
serving with Mid East Com-
mandos and Layforce until
injury resulted in his transfer
back to The Hampshire Regi-
ment.

May 1 thank you for your
excellent coverage of the D-
Day commemorations. It is a
shame that the 50th anniver-

sary of the Salerno landings on
September 9, 1993, were not
afforded any media coverage,
which proved a very sore point
for the veterans who visited
Italy for this event.

In fact the commune at Pon-
tecagnano Faiano, Salerno,
erected a plaque in Via Mar
Adriatico to The Hampshire
Regiment, calling it “Hamp-
shire Lane”, an honour indeed.
—John H Evans, Hon Secre-
tary, Southampton Branch,
The Royal Hampshire Regi-
ment Comrades’ Associa-
tion.

9~9-1843

P s

9~9-1898

SUL SENTIEROC DEGLI
HAMPSHIRE
PER LA NOSTRA

LIBERTA

The plaque erected in Via Mar Adriatico (“Hampshire Lane”) in

Pontecagnano Faiano, Salerno, in honour of The Hampshire
Regiment's role in the Italy Campaign

J

MAY 1, through Soldier, pass
on my sincere thanks and
appreciation to the Army per-
sonnel involved in this year’s
Nijmegen Four Days Marches.

I am particularly grateful to
those who assisted my Sgt Phil
Underwood on day three when
he collapsed through heat
stroke. I am equally grateful,
however, to those who worked
tirelessly providing refresh-
ment to prevent the rest of us
suffering the same fate.

May I finally congratulate
those who had an “easy life”
just strolling around for four
days to collect a medal, and
commiserations to those who
didn’t quite make it on what
was my seventh and hardest
time. — Inspector Geoffrey R
Phillips, Addlestone Divi-
sion, Surrey Police.

How could
they die
SO young?

A CEMETERY in Dover has
some graves marked “Aged 16
years - died of wounds
received in Belgium or France,
19407,

Reports of anniversaries and
commemorations show graves
and memorials marked “Aged
16 or 17 years”. One stone in
Normandy is marked “Aged
16 years — Army Air Corps”.

How could this be, for such a
specialised service?

The relaxation of the age
rule for service in the First
World War was not allowed
from 1939 — the minimum age
to go into action being 19
years.

During 1940 parents were
known to protest about sons
being sent out before the age of
19. — Alf Blake, Northfleet,
Kent.

Drumming up
information

IN THE course of correspon-
dence with the military artist
Douglas Anderson on the film
The Four Feathers he sent me a
cutting from the Gordons’ reg-
imental journal recording that
100 men of the regiment had
taken part in The Drum and
had filmed in Wales.

This surprised me as the ter-
rain in the film seemed so
authentic. The Dolgellau area
archivist officer, however, told
me the film was shot in the
Cwm Bychan area and Llanber
in 1937.

According to an album of
cuttings in the Meirionnydd
County Library, the London
Scottish was also involved,
although there is no mention
where the Indian troops came
from.

Does any reader have this
information? - George
Robinson, Edinburgh.

SCOTTISH STABLE BELTS

I CAN assure Mr A A Bolland
(Soldier, July 11) that Scottish
regiments do have their own
regimental stable belts, each
one depicting their respective
tartan.

I write as a former member

of the 1st Battalion, Queen’s
Own Highlanders (Seaforth
and Camerons), soon to be
known as The Highlanders
(Seaforth, Gordons and
Camerons). - M ] Thomson,
Hill of Beath, Fife.
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Australia
looks back
with thanks

FROM Australia and Canada
comes news which will be a great
morale-booster for those who feel
they have been unfairly deprived
of recognition for service to their
country.

Mr Hal Bowden writes to Soldier
from Melbourne detailing his Gov-
ernment's agreement to award
medals for past efforts to tens of
thousands of ex-Service person-
nel and civilians hitherto unrecog-
nised for their contribution to
Australia's defence.

The decisions, resulting from a
review of all aspects of the Aus-
tralian system of honours and
awards, were described by
Defence Minister Gary Punch as
“belated but heartfelt thanks from
a grateful nation”.

They include the establishment
of a new Australian Service Medal
1945-75 recognising “service in
prescribed peacekeeping and
non-warlike operations” and a
Civilian Service Medal 1939-45.

More good news for veterans
came in the Australian budget,
with the administration of war
widows' and widowers' support
pensions being transferred from
Social Security to the Department
of Veterans’ Affairs.

Also welcomed was a new
Repatriation Medical Authority set
up to streamline claims resulting
from the link between veterans’
diseases and injuries and war ser-
vice.

Coincidentally, British medal
campaigner “Suezvet” (name and
address supplied), has written
enclosing a cutting from the Cana-
dian Forces Personnel Newslet-
ter.

He says: “The Canadians have
introduced a Special Service
Medal and issue it to members of
their armed forces who have per-
formed a service ‘under excep-
tional circumstances, in a clearly
defined locality for a specific dura-
tion, not necessarily in a theatre of
active operations'.”

“Retrospective claims are con-
sidered and | have been informed
that a NATO bar has been given
for service over 40 years ago.

“A similar award initiated by the
MoD would solve at a stroke the
wrangle over the Suez Emergency
Medal and quite a few other griev-
ances where troops feel their
efforts have been overlooked.”

Sandwich
course. ..

TWO former soldiers were plan-
ning to walk 200 miles in the West
country in late August with the aim
of raising £2,000.

Mr John Holland-Hobbs, of
Sandwich, Kent, and Mr lan East-
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ham, of Gosport, Hants, were due
to take a route from Bristol to
Dorchester via Exeter and Ply-
mouth, ending with a civic recep-
tion by the Mayor of Dorchester.

Sponsors include 69 Field
Squadron, Queen’s Gurkha Engi-
neers, of Kitchener Barracks,
Chatham, and the 2071st Medical
Company National Guard, Michi-
gan, USA.

Money raised by the trek,
between August 21 and 31, willgo
to the six-year-old British Army
Association, of which Mr Holland-
Hobbs is national membership
secretary, and the newly-opened
Sandwich Town Museum.

York service
for veterans
of Kohima

MORE than 500 international vet-
erans and their families from the
“Forgotten Army” of the Second
World War's Far East campaign
gathered in York to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the Battle
of Kohima.

Culmination of a nostalgic
weekend for the old soldiers of the
Second Division, who gathered at
the city's Imphal Barracks, was a
service in York Minster.

Among those inside the historic
building, where the veterans were
addressed by the Rev Gus Clax-
ton — himself the chaplain of the
Second Battalion, The Dorset-
shire Regiment in 1944 — were
Chief of the Defence Staff, Fd
Marshal Sir Peter Inge; Chief of
the General Staff, Gen Sir Charles
Guthrie; and GOC Eastern Dis-
trict, Maj Gen Patrick Cordingley.

The previous evening, Fd Mar-
shal Inge had announced to the
delighted old campaigners that
Headquarters Eastern District,
based at Imphal Barracks, would
in future be known as Headquar-
ters Second Division.

Eulogy to
the 8th

SO STRONG is the bond between
one former soldier and his old reg-
iment that he has put his emotions
on paper under the title “Eulogy”.

Subject of Mr Richard Napier's
black-edged tribute to the 8th
King's Royal Irish Hussars (“the
finest regiment in the British
Army”, he adds).

The Queen's Royal Irish Hus-
sars, as it became known in 1958,
amalgamated with The Queen's
Own Hussars last September to
become the The Queen’s Royal

Poignant mont as Khodao Yantan, aNa oul from the 14th

Army who had worked alongside the British in 1944, lays a wreath
in tribute at the Kohima memorial in York Minster gardens

Hussars (The Queen's Own and
Royal Irish).

Mr Napier, whose autobiogra-
phy From Horses to Chieftains
was published in 1992, chronicles
the regiment’s history through to
Korea, lists the distinguished com-
manding officers under whom he
served, and ends:

“With amalgamation on amalga-
mation, is one expected to forget
those glorious years? Well, | can't
and | will not.”

Sapper VCs
for museum

TWO Victoria Crosses and a
George Cross will be added to the
Royal Engineers Museum medal
collection on September 6.

They will join 22 VCs and two
GCs already on display at the
museum in Brompton Barracks,
Chatham, Kent.

The VCs were won by Maj (later
Maj Gen) William Trevor in Bhutan
in 1865 and Lt Claud Raymond in
Burma in 1945.

Lt Raymond, most recent
sapper to be awarded the VC, was
a member of D Force raiding
behind Japanese lines in Burma.
He succeeded in clearing the
Japanese positions but died of his
wounds 12 hours later on the hos-
pital ship Karoa.

The George Cross was award-
ed to 2nd Lt Alexander Campbell,
a bomb disposal officer, for his
gallantry in dealing with an unex-
ploded 250 kg bomb which fell on

the Triumph factory in Coventry on
October 15, 1940.

After working for 48 hours to
expose the bomb he found it was
fitted with a delayed action fuse
which could not be extracted.
Accepting the extreme danger
involved, he removed the bomb by
lorry to a safe place while he lay
alongside it listening for activity
from the fuse. Sadly he was killed
the next day — October 18 — while
dealing with another bomb.

Raymond’'s VC, which is being
lent to the museum by his nephew,
and the other two medals, which
are bequests from relatives, will be
received on behalf of the Corps of
Royal Engineers by Maj Gen F G
Sugden, chairman of the museum
trustees.

Discovering
war secrets

GEN Sir Anthony Farrar-Hockley,
former C-in-C Allied Forces North-
ern Europe, is one of the military
experts contributing to a new
satellite television series about the
covert developments of war tech-
nology. {

Starting on September 1 on the
Discovery Channel, Secret
Weapons has 13 parts, each
examining a physical or tactical
weapon of modern war, and
recounts some of the successes
and failures.

The series is hosted by
Desmond Hammill, the former ITN
Northern Ireland veteran and chief
foreign correspondent.

® 1 Tp, 3 Fd Sgn RE (1989-93):
Anyone who served with 1 Tp
between 1989 and 1993, especial-
ly in the Gulf War and Bosnia, is
asked to contact Sgt Jason Till for
details of a proposed reunion.
ACIO Cambridge (tel: Camb Mil
765 5030 or 0223 301673).

® The Light Dragoons Regi-
mental Association: Second
annual reunion dinner-dance,
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, Septem-
ber 10. Details from Regimental
Secretary, HHQ The Light Dra-
goons, Fenham Barracks, New-
castle-Upon-Tyne NE2 4NP (tel:
091-239 3140/3141).

® 19 Air Formation Signals
1943-71: Reunion September 15.
Anyone who served in the regi-
ment is eligible to join the 19
Signal Regiment Association and
attend the reunion . Details from
the Secretary, Mr F Fordyce, 10
Woodstock Place, Edinburgh
EH16 6BE.

® RAVC  Association: 66th
annual reunion and dinner at the
Defence Animal Centre, Melton
Mowbray LE13 0SL on September
24. Details from Regt Secretary
c/o DAC (tel: 0664 63281 ext
8646).

® 209 Support Workshop REME
(V): 12th annual reunion dinner-
dance, Wilmslow Moat House
Hotel (ex-Valley Lodge),
Cheshire, September 24, 7 pm.
Details from Ray Patterson, 1
Haddon Grove, Sale, Cheshire
M33 1TT (tel: 061-976 2084).

®56 Signal Sgn (V), East-
bourne: All ranks past and pre-
sent reunion dinner, October 7.
Details from PSAO, 56 Sig Sgn
(V), TA Centre, Seaside, East-
bourne, E Sussex BN22 7NL.

@ Air Despatch: Tenth annual Air
Despatch reunion takes place on
October 8-9 at the Duke of
Gloucester  Barracks, South
Cerney. This reunion will have the
50th anniversary of the Battle of
Arnhem as its theme and will
include a drumhead service of
commemoration on Sunday, Octo-
ber 9. Former air despatchers who
would like to attend should contact
WO2 (SSM) P Lovell, 47 Air
Despatch Squadron RLC, RAF
Lyneham, Chippenham, Wilts
SN15 4PZ (tel: Lyneham Mil 6515
or 0249 890381 ext 6515).

® 1st The Queen’s Dragoon
Guards: Annual Cardiff dinner will
take place on October 21, Details
from Regt Secretary, Home HQ,
QDG, Maindy Bks, Cardiff (tel:
0222 227611 ext 8213).

® Small Arms School Corps and
ex-permanent staff, Small Arms

Wing, Hythe, grand reunion,
Hythe, November 11-13. Details
from Fred Gray, Blaenblodau,
Dryslwyn, Carmarthen, Dyfed
SA32 8RN (tel: 0558 668719).

® 71 Signal Regt LAD REME:
25th anniversary reunion, TA
Centre, Bexleyheath, December
10. Details from SSgt Pallett, LAD
REME, 71 (Yeomanry) Sig Regt,
Phoenix House, Watling Street,
Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 7QQ (tel:
0322 529225).

® Chattenden WOs and Sgts’
Mess will close no later than Feb-
ruary 28 next year following the
amalgamation on September 10
of 12 RSME and the Depot Regi-
ment RE. Any ex-member who
wishes to reclaim items of mess
property should write to the PMC,
Chattenden WOs and Sgts’ Mess,
Chattenden Barracks, Rochester,
Kent ME3 8NQ by November 30.
Unclaimed items will reside in an
RE mess, wither at 33 Engr Regt
(EOD) or ATR Bassingbourn.

® Former military ship's company
of HMHS Oxfordshire sought for
reunion. RAMC personnel, med-
ical officers and nursing sisters
served aboard while the ship was
used by the military between Jan-
uary and June 1946. Replies to
Harry Mitchell, 3 Florence Road,
Southsea, Hants PO5 2ND (tel:
0705 830158).

® J H A Smith wishes to contact
former colleagues in TBRE

Chatham (189 Party), 1935-36; 5
Fd Coy RE, 1936-40; 84 CW Coy
RE, 1941-42; D Sqgn , Glider Pilot
Regt, 1942-45; TBRE Lockerbie,
1946-47; 12 SME Regt, 1951-52,
Army Recruiting Staff, Chatham,

1952-60. Replies to 49 Ernest
Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 5PT.

® 2nd Battalion, Essex Regi-
ment: Mrs M Callaghan wishes to
trace anyone who knew her broth-
er, Pte Patrick McGowan
14437699, killed on June 11, 1944
in or near Caen. Replies to 55
Albion Street, Birmingham
B13EA.

® Any member of JLRRA, Game-
cock Barracks, Bramcote, 1981
intake who remembers Gnr Puma
Reid is asked to contact Mr V P |
Vjatschslav, 134 Kinture Avenue,
Linwood, Renfrewshire, Scotland
PA3 3JB.

Brigadier - W R Short — To be
Comd Med HQ UKLF, Aug 19.

Colonel - M C Dorward — To be
Comdt PMC, Aug 8.

Lt Cols-R A D Applegate RA —
Tobe CO 19 Regt RA, Aug 8; J M
Kane RLC — To be CO 1 GS Regt
RLC, Aug 8; C L Le Gallais, R Sig-
nals - To MoD, Aug 9; P C C
Molyneaux RA — To MoD, Aug 8; J
A Ris RE - To MoD, Aug 8; RC A
Thwaites, R Signals — To MoD,
Aug 8; MH G Croft RE - To be CO
75 Engr Regt, Aug 14; P J Water-
man REME — To SEME, Aug 8; D
S C Gamble RAMC — To BMH Rin-
teln, Aug 12.

B Armitage RA — To HQ Chilwell
Station, Aug 15; S J P Clifton
AGC(ETS) — To RAS, Aug 21; M
W B Faulkner RDG — To be CO
RDG, Aug 16; C Greasley

AGC(ALS) — To HQ BF Cyprus,
Aug 15; N K P Hope, R Signals —
To HQ UKLF, Aug 15; P J T
Maggs RLC — To MoD, Aug 15; A
M McPherson REME - To be CO
7 Bn REME; Aug 16; G A Middle-
miss KOSB - To FG & IMRO(N),
Aug 15; D P Roberts RLC - To
MoD, Aug 15; W R Rollo RHG/D -
To be CO Household Cavalry
Regt, Aug 15; R F Rutherford, R
Signals — To MoD, Aug 15; M
Smith RGJ — To MoD, Aug 15; M J
Wright AGC(ETS) — To AG Corps
Trg Cen, Aug 15; W Bonnici
RAMC — To 24 (Airmob) Fd Amb,
Aug 15.

RETIREMENTS

Colonels - L J Masterson, late
RADC, Aug 9; A G Witheridge,
late 15/19H, Aug 16.

®ITB Strensall, formerly The
Depot Kings Division, will be draw-
ing down by July 1995. Units or
individuals who have made a pre-
sentation to the WOs' and Sgts’
Mess and who would like it
returned are asked to contact
WO2 (RQMS) D S Quinton at the
WOs' and Sgts' Mess, ITB Stren-
sall, Queen Elizabeth Barracks,
Strensall, York YO3 5SW. All
postage, packing and insurance
costs will be paid for by those
requesting return of presentaton.

® The British WOs' and Sgts’
Mess, and QOGTR British Offi-
cers’ Mess, Gun Club Hill Bks,
Hong Kong, BFPO 1, will close in
October 1994. Units or individuals
who require presentation items to
be returned are asked to contact
the QM, Maj (QM) D J Winkle (tel:
HK 7322181). Packaging and
postage will be paid for by
unit/individual. Items not claimed
by October 1994 will be trans-
ferred to 10 Tpt Regt in Colch-
ester.

® The QOGTR Gurkha WOs’
and Sgts’ Mess, Gun Club Hill
Bks, Hong Kong, BFPO 1, will
close in October 1994. Units or
individuals who require presenta-
tion items to be returned are asked
to contact the PMC, WO2 (RQMS)
Narendrakumar Tamang (tel: HK
7322184). Packaging and postage
to be paid for by unit/individual.
Items not claimed by October
1994 will be transferred to 10 Tpt
Regt in Colchester.

® 48 Gurkha Infantry Brigade
Officers’ Mess, Hong Kong, will
close in October 1994. Those who
presented an item to the mess are
asked to contact Capt MA
Thompson REME, 50 Hong Kong
Workshop REME, Malaya Lines,
BFPO 1 to inform him of their
wishes on its disposal. Some
items will be transferred to the new
Station Mess though the bulk,
assuming donors agree, will be
given to the Gurkha Museum or
disposed of locally. Those who
wish to claim back items are asked
to establish their bona fides and
pay for the return.

® A memorial to RASC Air
Despatchers who lost their lives
while attempting to re-supply Air-
borne Forces at Arnhem in Sep-
tember 1944 will be unveiled and
dedicated at 1600 hours by Gen
Sir John Hackett on Sunday, Sep-
tember 18 (not November 18 as
previously stated). Location of the
memorial is 200m from the
entrance to Oosterbeek Ceme-
tery. Details from Maj W M Carlisle
RLC on RAF Lyneham 6515 or
0249 890381 ext 6515.

35



Market Garden: The
did not die in vain

Fifty years ago this month,

Montgomery's plan to shorten the
war — Operation Market Garden —
proved a costly and bloody failure.

“Market” involved the landing of
three carpets of airborne troops in
Holland to seize and secure key
strategic crossing points over rivers
and canals. “Garden” intended that
ground troops from the British 30
Corps thrust forward up what
became known as Hell's Highway
through Nijmegen and link up with
the airborne troops in Arnhem.

In recent years, the events have
been shrouded in controversy as
today’s military historians rake over
the still smouldering arguments.

One year after the Battle of
Arnhem, Soldier staff writer Capt J
W Shaw wrote of the bravery of the
1st Airborne Division.

This is his story . . .

i
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A YEAR AGO, for eight days in Septem-
ber, the men of 1 Airborne Division
fought in a grim attempt to force the end
of the war by the following Christmas.

Their final objective was not achieved,
but Arnhem was not a failure. The men of
1 Airborne did not fight and die in vain.

The war ended five months after expec-
tation, but the heroic stand of the Division
unquestionably shortened it. They so dis-
rupted the enemy’s rear that the main
body of the British Second Army swept
forward 50 miles to Nijmegen, from
where, later, the great Maas-Rhine push
was to be mounted.

This was the position by September 16:
The Siegfried Line was to be turned and
the great Rhineland rivers crossed in one
bold thrust. The Second Army would
surge forward and link up with three sky-
borne forces, set down like stepping
stones on the way. The places selected
were Eindhoven, Nijmegen, and Arnhem.

A daring plan perhaps, but its designers
calculated that the Boche, so disorganised
by the airborne landing in his midst,
would not be able to halt the main drive,

One of the first pictures sent back from Arnhem was this study of Cpl Tierney of 1st

Battalion, The Border Regiment and his 3in mortar team of 1 Border manning their position
on the western side of the Oosterbeek perimeter. The photograph was taken by a member
of the Army Film and Photographic Unit. An AFPU photographer wrote: “It is the fourth day
of fighting and camera work is almost out of the question. All day we have been under shell,

mortar and machine-gun fire”.
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which could be expected to join up with
the furthest force in about 48 hours.

Two American airborne divisions — the
82 and 101 — were chosen for the Eind-
hoven and Nijmegen landings. Britain’s 1
Airborne would be landed at Arnhem.

On the Sunday morning of September
16, 1944, people in eastern Britain going
home from church saw the start of the glo-
rious adventure. Dakotas, Stirlings and
Halifaxes; tug-planes with their gliders;
the fighter screen. More than 3,000 air-
craft of all types made up the great air
armada. They came up from 25 airfields,
from Lincolnshire southwards. Operation
“Market” was on for 1 Airborne.

Arnhem is a compact town, about two

.miles across, lying on the northern banks

of the Lower Rhine. Because of heavy flak
in the area, it was decided to make the
landings about eight miles west of
Arnhem.

The strength of 1 Airborne Division
was two parachute brigades, one airland-
ing brigade and divisional troops consist-
ing of an independent parachute
company, a reconnaissance squadron,
two anti-tank batteries RA, a light regi-
ment RA, divisional signals, provost com-
pany and elements of RASC Supply
Company, REME workshops, RAOC and
field security personnel.

Each parachute brigade comprised
Brigade HQ, three barttalions of The Para-
chute Regiment, a Parachute Squadron
RE and Parachute Field Ambulance. The
Airlanding Brigade was made up of a bat-
talion from each of KOSB, Border Regi-
ment and South Staffordshire Regiment,
with a Field Company RE, Field ambu-
lance and the men of Glider Pilot Regi-
ment. A Polish Parachute Brigade Group
was in support. Altogether nearly 8,000
men went in.

Because of the shortage of aircraft the
whole division could not be put down in
one day. It was flown in on three lifts. One
Parachute Brigade and the Airlanding
Brigade with Div HQ went in on the first
day.

The drop went well. The Independent
Parachute Company leapt some minutes
beforehand and set out their ground indi-
cators to mark the dropping and landing
zones.

From 1330 onwards they came in.
Multi-coloured parachutes like bunches
of giant flowers, red, blue, yellow and

white, sailed down bringing men and °

stores. The Brigade battle-cry “Whoa
Mahomet”, picked up from the Arabs in
Tunisia hailing each other and their cattle,
ran through the air. Gliders skimmed the
tree-tops to make perfect landings. Casu-
alties were negligible.

The Red Devils were in Holland.

The Parachute Brigade soon formed up
at their rendezvous and set out by three

Led by their teachers, schoolchildren from Arnhem and Oosterbeek file past the gra

. e i

b s e

ves before laying flowers in 1946. More than 600 next-of-

kin wanted to make this, the first Arnhem pilgrimage organised by the Airborne Forces Security Fund, but there was room for only 100. More

were able to attend in subsequent years

roughly parallel routes towards the town.
Light opposition was encountered at first,
but they soon came under heavy fire.

On the way a company was dropped off
to seize the railway bridge and send a party
round to the southern end of the main
bridge. Some were on the bridge when the
enemy blew it.

Instead of
encountering only
static administra-
tion and Ack-Ack
troops they were
faced within a few
hours of landing,
by elements of
two German
Panzer Divisions
which, unknown
to us, were refit-
ting in the area to
the north of Arnhem. They were moved
into the battle fairly early and outweighed
the paratroopers who only had 6-pounder
anti-tank guns and PIATSs to drive them
off.

At 1945 the first troops reached the
northern end of the main bridge — Brigade
HQ, remnants of one battalion, REs,
Field Ambulance, RASC, and Signals,
not more than 600 men. They were
equipped with 6-pounders and PIATs.

A column of enemy horsed transport
was crossing the main bridge when they
got there. A platoon was sent to reach the
southern side under its cover, but they
were seen and had to withdraw after suf-
fering heavy casualties. A compact defen-

sive perimeter was then formed in the
buildings covering the brigade’s northern
approach.

The two other battalions meanwhile
were fighting fiercely on the outskirts of
the town but could not break through.
The gap in the German defences had been
closed. The fight-
ing lasted for two
days. They were
gradually split up
into small groups,
suffered grievous
casualties and
were for the most
part overwhelmed.

Bad weather in
England delayed
the arrival of the
second Parachute
Brigade. by the
time they came in during the afternoon
the defenders were closely engaged round
the perimeter of the dropping zone.

News had been received that the
bridgehead party were having a tough
time. One of the reinforcing parachute
battalions and another from Airlanding
Brigade set out to try to relieve them.
They were unable to get through.

On the night of Tuesday September 19,
it became clear that the original plan
could not be implemented. The Polish
gliders had come in during the afternoon
with fresh supplies. The remnants of the
Division were scattered over a wide area
and were in danger of being broken up
into tiny pockets. It was therefore decided

to form a small, solid bridgehead about
three miles west of Arnhem in the Ooster-
beek region. There was no alternative but
to leave the men at the main bridgehead to
their fate until relief came from the
Second Army’s advance.

Repeated German attacks were held
off, but a heavy bombardment caused
many casualties. A further attack across
the bridge by armoured cars and half-
tracks was equally unsuccessful. Then
from the east came tanks and self-pro-
pelled guns of the Panzer Divisions.

The PIATSs were waiting. Many wrecks
were left behind when the others turned
tail.

Through the night infantry tried to infil-
trate. Attacks increased in vigour next
day. Ammunition ran low. There were no
PIAT bombs left. Tanks and SP guns
approached to within a few yards of the
houses and systematically pumped shells
into them. The six-barrelled Nebelwerfers
were never silent; phosphorous bombs
were used to burn the house down one by
one.

When the fires cooled down the Ger-
mans rushed the temporarily vacant
buildings. Counter-attacks drove them
out but it was a costly method of defence.
Attacks were intensified on the Wednes-
day and many key buildings had to be
evacuated.

The paratroopers withdrew to slit
trenches dug in gardens.

That night of September 20, some 300
wounded huddled in the cellars of a big

@ Turn to next page
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__REVIEWS

Words that
anger those
who fought
at Arnhem

ARNHEM was the last major
battle lost by the British Army.
If successful, it would probably
have ended the war in Europe
by Christmas 1944.

It was not — and of the air-
borne force of 11,920 taking
part, almost 1,500 were killed
or died of wounds. Another
6,500 were captured or left
evading capture.

In Arnhem 1944: The Air-
borne Battle, Martin Middle-
brook combines detailed study
of historical documents with
first-hand accounts of many of
those involved.

According to the author, the
men who fought there are
angered by the facile use of the
phrase © “‘the = failure. = iat
Arnhem?”. If it is recognised, he
says, that the strategic concept
of Operation Market Garden
was sound, then the tactical
defeat at Arnhem was mostly
the result of actions taken by
others; few errors can be laid at
the door of the airborne sol-
diers who fought and fell at
Arnhem, OQosterbeek and
Driel.

He suggests a number of rea-
sons for the failure of the oper-
ation, among them the fact that
the 1st Airborne Division was
not adequately warned of the
danger from the known pres-
ence of two Panzer divisions,
denying units the opportunity
to substitute anti-tank
weapons for other parts of their
load, and the Royal Air Force’s
refusal to fly two lifts on the
first day.

Also criticised are the Ist
Airborne commanders who
failed to impart to unit com-
manders of the 1st Parachute
Brigade the absolute necessity
of relentless speed and dash in
moving towards the Arnhem
road bridge in the first hours of
the operation. That omission
has haunted The Parachute
Regiment ever since.

It is felt that there was a lack
of sufficient “push” by Gen
Dempsey at Second British
Army and 30 Corps. Mont-
gomery’s order that the ground
attack should be “rapid and
violent without regard to what
is happening on the flanks” was

not complied with. The casual-
ties of 30 Corps were less than
1,500 compared with more
than 8,000 British and Polish
at Arnhem.

The personal accounts of
battle are riveting. The gal-
lantry of the RAF pilots and
aircrew attempting to drop
supplies to the beleaguered
force is particularly nocewor-
thy.

Arnhem 1944 will be read
avidly, not only by veterans,
but by anyone interested in the
heroism of British Forces. —

LM

Arnhem 1944: The Airborne
Battle by Martin Middlebrook.
Viking, hardback, £18.

Two years after Arnhem, sur-
vivors attended a memorial
service at Oosterbeek ceme-
tery. Here the parents of LSgt
John Baskeyfield, South
Staffs, show Maj Gen Roy
Urquhart, who commanded
1st Airborne, the Victoria
Cross their son was posthu-
mously awarded

The pictures here are from our Frank
Finch cartoon archives. Find ten dif-
ferences in detail and you could be
£50 richer or win a new book. Just
circle the differences in the right-hand
picture, cut out the whole panel,
add your name and address and send
to HOAY 594, Soldier, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot GU11 2DU by Sept
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your envelope. More than one entry
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entered into.

23. Do not include anything else in issue.

The names of the winner of the
£50 first prize and two runners-up
will be announced in the October 17

WIN
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N £53’
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Address:

Competition No 591 (July 25 issue): Congratulations to WO2 Anderson, of C Coy, 6 R Anglian, TAC Chelmsford, Essex, who wins
£50. Book prizes go to runners-up Pte J C Corstin, of Mortar PIt, D (Sp) Coy, 2 R Anglian, Vitez School, BFPO 547 and Cpl Cole, MT

Section, 157 Tpt Regt RLC, Maindy Barracks, Cardiff.

Anonymous report points the finger

SEPTEMBER 17, 1944 is
burned into the annals of 2
Para’s regimental history.

On that day 31 officers and
478 ORs parachuted into Hol-
land for the start of operation
Market Garden and the heroic
fight for the bridges of

Market Garden: They fought like lions

® From Page 37

enemy closed in until the bridgehead

themselves strong in houses and gardens.

house. Two medical officers worked in
most appalling conditions, dressing
wounds, saving lives. The house caught
fire. A truce was called to surrender the
wounded. Enemy infantry infiltrated into
the gardens so that the positions could no
longer be held. Withdrawal was made to a
nearby warehouse. That was soon sur-
rounded. Only 100 men were left. Most
were captured. A few survivors got back to
England three months later.

In the Qosterbeek perimeter a tremen-
dous bartle went on until the following
Monday, September 25. The Germans
continually attacked. The British were
thin on the ground. All specialist division-
al troops weré now fighting to make up the
strength. The few anti-tanks guns were
knocked out. Smaller weapons were not
sufficient but despite that they bagged
some 25 tanks and SP guns. Slowly the
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occupied little more than 1,000 yards
square.

Foraging parties got what vegetables
they could from the land. Ducks on a
pond were shot; so0 was a goat that ran into
a garden. Efforts were made to bring sup-
plies by air, but the dropping area was
now so small that the canisters mostly fell
into enemy-occupied territory. It was
decided to withdraw across the river that
night. The evacuation was made by com-
pass in the darkness. "Shells, mortar
bombs and machine-gun bullets harassed
them all the way. Men lay for hours under
that barrage on the mud flats waiting to be
ferried over in a handful of boats brought
up by Canadian REs. Casualties were
heavy. No more than 2,000 got away. The
gravely wounded had to be left behind.

German observers wrote: “The British
paratroopers fought like lions. They made

Every window became a fire-spitting
fortress, every basement a machine-gun
nest. Only when the roof crashed in, the
tall walls crumbled, and the whole house
was about to be devoured by a sheet of
flame did they leave these strongpoints.
They were the most hardy warriors we
have met in the whole invasion. They
resisted to the end with knives and pis-
tols.”

The battleground of the Red Devils at
Arnhem remains today almost
untouched. Their red berets still lie in the
scarred fields. White crosses mark the
graves of some 1,100 men who fell. Our
friends the Dutch tend them; fresh flowers
betoken their gratitude.

In the words of Mr Winston Churchill, late
Prime Minister: “Not in Vain” may be the
pride of those who survived and the epitaph of
those who fell.

Arnhem. Within a few days all,
except 17 ORs who were even-
tually rescued, were either
dead or captured. The battal-
ion was annihilated.

When its sergeant major
lined up the survivors at
Nijmegen for a roll-call he was
heartbroken, recalls Robert
Peatling in Withour Tradition —
2 Para 1941-45.

The book, we are told, con-
tains “a substantial amount” of
previously unpublished mater-
ial by the late Maj Gen John
Frost, wha gave permission for
his war diaries to be used.

It also includes the personal
stories of many paras as well as
a wealth of maps and other
illustrations, and places on
record the history of 2 Para in
North Africa, where it also suf-
fered enormous casualties.

Peatling, a private soldier
with the battalion who, after
evading capture at Arnhem,
spent seven months with the
local resistance group, puts
forward two reasons from an
unsigned report for the failure
of Market Garden.

First the air plan was bad.
Experience and common sense

pointed to landing all three air-
borne divisions as quickly as
possible and not in two lifts
separated by 24 hours.

The report then proceeds to
blame the ground army for
being late ... “considerable
blame must attach to the plan-
ners and possibly the comman-
ders and troops connected with
this failure . . .

“Arnhem need not have
failed. That it did is due to
putting inexperienced people
in charge of a highly complicat-
ed operation. In civil life such a
failure would result in dis-
missal; in Russia, a court mar-
tial; in Allied 'democracy it
results in nothing.”

The report concludes: “No
one has the courage to speak
openly or to act.”

A name on that report,
though, might have lent con-
siderable enhancement to
those thoughts. — JM

Without Tradition - 2 Para 1941-
45 by Robert Peatling. Published
in hardback by and available from
the author at 36 Park Lane, Wim-
borne Minster, Dorset BH21 1LD.
Price £16.95 plus £2 postage.

BOOIKS IN BRIEF

We Were Soldiers Once . . . And
Young by Lt Gen Harold G Moore
USA (Retd) and Joseph L Gal-
loway. Commander and journal-
ist's devastating account of la
Drang - “the battle that changed
the war in Vietnam”. Airlife Pub-
lishing, Shrewsbury, hardback,
£18.95.

Ragged War by Leroy Thompson.
Vietnam veteran's country-by-
country study of unconventional
and counter-revolutionary war-
fare. Arms and Armour, hardback,
£14.99.

Irregular Soldier by Col M G M
(Bing) Crosby. Completed shortly
before his death last November,
this remarkable but modest auto-
biography by a highly-decorated
former SOE man tells of risky
operations in Norway, North
Africa, occupied France, Burma
and Korea. Published by XB Pub-

lications and available at £6.75,
including postage, from Capt
Gordon Frost, Royal British
Legion, 2-4 Great Union Street, St
Helier, Jersey (tel: 0534 36463).
The RBL benefits by 50p per copy.

New Osprey Military softback
titles: Elite 52 — Wellington's
Foot Guards by lan Fletcher,
illustrator  Bill  Younghusband,
£8.50; Elite 53 - International
Brigades in Spain 1936-39 by
Ken Bradley, illustrator Mike
Chappell, £8.50. Campaign 31 —
Yarmuk 636AD by David Nicolle,
£9.99; Campaign 32 — Antietam
1862 by Norman S Stevens,
£9.99; Campaign 33 — Aspern
and Wagram 1809 by lan Castle,
£9.99. Warrior 7 — Samurai 1550-
1600 by Anthony J Bryant, illustra-
tor Angus McBride, £8.50; Warrior
8 — British Cavalryman 1792-
1815 by Philip Haythornthwaite,
illustrator Richard Hook, £8.50.

Gen Frost’s book reissued

SADLY Maj Gen John Frost’s
death last year denied his wit-
nessing the 50th anniversary
commemorations this month.
His classic book of the
Arnhem battle, A Drop Too

Many, has been reprinted with
minor revisions.

A Drop Too Many by Maj Gen
John Frost. Leo Cooper, hard-
back, £16.95.
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PRESTON, PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:-
VAUXHALL  [C]| CITROEN [] NAME
FORD (1| PROTON ] RANK UNIT
ROVER C1{ o™HERMAKES ] appRess
RENAULT (1) USED CARS
LANDROVER (]| LHD O
VOLVO | RHD &
PEUGEQT O FINANCE O APPROX DEL. DATE REQUIRED
NISSAN O PARE Exs%r?ﬁﬁE [] HOME TEL NO.
o0 (| PR AR:  WORK

SOLDIER
Too good to dismiss —
take out a subscription
now!
Telephone: ° Engh?hthade
0252 347353 L ::ﬁ?nz smsgle

& muiti- coloured
designs
@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTS LTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA,
Tel: 0737 645113 Fax: 0737 645892

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN

* T-SHIRTS

* SWEATSHIRTS
* POLOSHIRTS

* RUGBY SHIRTS
* SWEATERS

_/—;-—.

For free full colour brochure and
information pack from the UK's
leading supplier to H.M. Forces
contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett, inj

Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB.
TEL: (0793) 849888

IFANADVERT
IS WRONG,
WHO PUTS
IT RIGHT?

We do

The Advertising Standards
Authority ensures advertise-
ments meel with the strict
Code of Advertising Practice

So if you question an
advertiser, they have o

answer Lo us

To find out more about the
ASA. please write to Advertising
Standards Suthority,
Department X,
Brook House,
Torrington Place
London WCIE 7HN ASA

This space Is donated in the Interests
ol high standards in advertisemenis,
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~ SOLDIER MART

SOLDIER

Too good to dismiss -

WE'LL GIVE YOU THE CREDIT FOR BEING WELL DRESSED

UNIFORMAL

take out a subscription
now!
SCE HOTLINE Telephone:
0367 241225 0252 347353
SWENTERS SWEATSHIRTS EPAULETTE
POLO SHIRTS BADGES SLIDES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER

No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of our goods

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.

S.A.E. for price list.

High quality. competitive price:
BFPO tax-fres
Send for our new pricelist
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGH STREET, LINCOLN LNS BAP
Tel: 0522 513333 Fax: 0522 530383 144

d prompt delivery

Lancashire Embroidery & Insignia Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 051-546 5161/2. 7o

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

Catalogue and Price List

on request
MILITARY |t
CHURCH HOUSE
CHURCH STREET

LONDON E15 3JA
Telephone: 081-534 3851
Fax: 081-555 7567

ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS

53A HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS WD2 1EE
T 081-9500500 Fax:081-9508511

PEUGEOT APPOINTED EXPORT AGENTS

“Excellent service &
unbeatable prices’ cheaper prices”

Maj Harrison

TAX FREE & TAX PAID
TRY US FOR THE BEST PRICES ON OTHER MAKES, TOO!!

Full Finance, Insurance & Part-Exchange facilities

PART-EXCHANGE YOUR 5iHD CAR IN THE UK AND

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW REGULATIONS!!
CLIP COUPON FOR FULL DETAILS AND FREE COLOUR BROCHURE

NAME & RANK

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE EXT

I am interested in a new (make & model)

TAX FREE FOR EXPORT [] TAXPAID FORUKUSE [] FINANCE []

INSURANCE [] DELIVERY DATE
PART-EXCHANGE

Please post to: ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS, 53A High Rd, Bushey Heath, Herts WD2 1EE. o

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
KN =

For Warrant Officers and Sergeants of most Corps:

MESS DRESS WITH
CHEVRONS, SHIRT & BOW TIE

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps please contact us (see below)

UK: Van Dungie; Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds L526 ONU. Tel: 0532 826102.

Germany; Tel: 05751 15087 7pm - 9.30pm Mondays~Thursdays or answerphone other times,
Fax: 05751 14889. (For credit card orders the UK number gives fastest despatch of goods.|

SOLDIER accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of
advertisements, or for any matters arising, or losses suffered
by readers as a result of an advertisement. Whilst SOLDIER
takes care to ensure that advertisements comply with the
British Code of Advertising Practice, the acceptance of an
advertisement for publication does not endorse that product
or service, and readers are advised that they should take
adequate precautions before sending any money, or entering
into any legally binding agreement.

BI26

RAMGERS
TAX FREE CAR SALES

THE NEW PEUGEOT 306

BUYING IT WON'T
HURT YOUR POCKET

Right now, we'll offer you the kind of
finance you've only ever dreamt of on a
brand new Peugeot!

* Forces discounts on full Peugeot range*
*17%2% more on your part exchange*
*German or UK delivery*
SOUNDS LIKE A DREAM COME TRUE

Ring Rick Barton 0980 653434, from Germany 0044 980 653434 or write to
Rangers TMS, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury, Wilts
Vi SP4 8BR, England (No stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK

BAME AND RN e T S i e e i

Part exchange details .....

670 Y o T e e RN g SR S o CURRIR R
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SOLDIER MART

HIGH

PERFORMANCE LTD

* SUMMER BALL * MESS NIGHT * CHILDREN'S PARTY
* THEME NIGHT * GAMES EVENING * CHRISTMAS DRAW
WHATEVER THE OCCASION WE WILL PROVIDE
THE ENTERTAINMENT TO MAKE YOUR EVENT
VERY SPECIAL BOTH IN THE UK AND OVERSEAS.
We are an Agency specialising and dealing solely in military
entertainment. We have hundreds of artistes on our books, all of whom
have wide experience of military venues. We can offer you individual
advice to suit your needs.

Contact us now on 071-935 4118

6 DORSET STREET « LONDON « WIH 3FE

o7

REGIMENTAL GOLD

WIRE BLAZER BADGES
£10 inc. p&p
In 5" x 5" frame £12 inc. p&p
Fairbairn-Sykes Commando knives £20 plus £1.50
pé&p. Green Commando berets, leather band, draw
cord E‘l 1.50 inc p&p.
MOTIFS OF OLDHAM
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.

ROVER

SCE HOTLINE
0367 241225

Telephone 0706 846648 o

SOLDIER Advertising
0252 347352

ATTENTION!

UNIT PRI SHOPS AND
SPORTS OFFICERS

Do you want to save your personnel/club serious money on a wide
range of Practical, Lightweight Performance Clothing and
Equipment for the autumn winter seasons; applicable for Military
use and Outdoor Pursuits from Leading Manufacturers with:
% No Minimum Order Size
* Savings of up to 40%
* Direct Supply
% Unit Demonstrations arranged
* BFPO Service available
Then contact:
OM SERVICES, GREENWOOD CLOSE,
BURY, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE17 INZ

Tel/Fax: 0487 812640 (24hr Ans)
For full price and brochure information on:

SNUGPAK - Sleeping Bags MERRELL - Outdoor Footwear
CALANGE - Outdoor Clothing MARDALE — Outdoor Clothing
TIMEOUT - Rucsacs/Gaiters VENTURA — Webbing Systems
SAUNDERS - Tents & Clothing EDELRID - Ropes

We specialise in a Service to the Services!

Hodoes
?e |

CIVILIAN, MILITARY, SPORTING AND LADIES’
BESPOKE TAILORS UNIFORM SPECIALISTS

Hodges <& Co bespoke tailors
since 1935, offer the very best
in quality and service using
only the finest materials
tailored by experienced
craftsmen. All garments are
supplied with a full fitting
service.. A full range of
accoutrements are available
from stock, including mess
dress shirts, spurs, mess
wellingtons, George boots,
ties, blazer badges, miniature
medals and badges of rank.
For further details please
contact:

HI]IIGES @5’ (0

Claro Court Business Centre, Claro Road, Harrogate, North
Yorkshire HG1 4BA
Tel: 0423 560369 Fax: 0423 520996

Also at Cambrai Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire

LOST Your Medals?

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS we can replace them
Sweaters - Sweatshirts NOW TEI: 0752 872672
T Shirts - Sports Shirts bﬁvﬁrrc

f L
Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties :
- Full Size & Miniatures.
Mounting Service & Ribbons.
S.A.E. for Replacement List
Toad Hall, Newton Ferrers,
Plymouth, Devon,
England PL8 1DH 1014

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0602 274469

Jesse Garron
presents

THE HISTORY OF
ROCK N’ ROLL

ANYWHERE, ANYTIME

THE BEST ROCK 'N’ ROLL
SHOW IN THE WORLD

Phone Jamie 0836 567556/0563 850400 Fax: 0563 850100
e

JOY'’S
ROSES
& CUDDLES

Someone somewhere is waiting
to hear from you

A GIFT OF LOVE

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the U.K.
f or N. Ireland.
A Include your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in mind.

Someone — somewhere is waiting to hear from you

12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
Bouguet special mixed £22.50
Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £17.50
Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern £14.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG (Pale Pink) 10" long
AND THREE PIGLETS {Pale Pink) 7*long £22.75
THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS
EMBROIDERERD WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL
\ LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY ,l'
\ No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter. /
Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red
WINSTON BEAR  (Beige. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80

WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B—Red 14" high £18.95
a RUFUS S UIHHEL Gold Jointed) Green-D/B-L/B-Red-Yellow 11" high £14.756

&\ (Not suitable for underTr
(Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red

CHUBBY BEAR
( Prices and order forms available upon request.

Prices include P&P + VAT
~. i VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY
7 DATE

11" high

Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey GY2 4WB

Telephone: (0481) 46708
Fax: (0481) 43406




PRESENTATIONS & AWARDS

An exciting range of Glass angd
Silverware engraved with
Regt/Coy/Sqn/Bty Badges etc.
Also: Military Plaques, Past &
Present. Sports Trophies & Awards.
Comprehensive Engraving services
& supplies.

AND LOTS LOTS MORE
For more information: ring or write
ENGRAVING & TROPHY SERVICES
25a Whitcliffe Lane, Ripon HG4 2]N
Tel: 0765 601484

D6

LOST MEDAL

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre

CASH’S NAME TAPES
For marking children’s clothing
Mailed in 28 days from receipt.

7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H THA
Tel: 071-930 1979
0374 133493 18127

QUALITY SHEFFIELD
PEWTERWARE

Engraved Regimental
Badges, Ship’s Crests etc.
FREE brochure available

WL 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield S1 3]A. Tel: (0742) 725676 Jm

3 doz (same name) £6.60
6 doz (same name) £7.30
12 doz (same name) £9.10
State RED/BLACK/BLUE/GREEN
Please enclose Cheque/PO
payable to Boddingtons.
Boddington's Name Tapes
‘Doodles’, Cannons Lane
Hatfield Broad Oak
Bishop’s Stortford,
Herts CM22 7HX D5

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and ““cold
cast bronze" figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk and
Polyester.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

MR107
(25¢cm)
£50.65

 WCARICATURES

= Hilarious caricatures

" ‘Groups’ or ‘Singles’

For your own design we offer a free
coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.

Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.

Minimum order 25 printed ties.

or B&W by a

professional Send crossed cheque/P.O. with order or S.A.E.

for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (0474) 365511.

Fax: (0474) 537166

“Cold cast bronze”

W oift for all occasions.

Also cartoonists for VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,

MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA
TELEPHONE: 0737 645113 1667

FAX 0737 645892

Rick's Caricatures: 081-441 6607
D4

FREE CATALOGUE

“BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIERS OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS”
MARCH IN - KIT OUT

DANNER DANNER
ACADIA OLYMPIC

HITEC
~

*x DPM SAS SMOCKS
* PLCE BERGENS
* SAS BERGENS

* DESERT BOOTS
* JUNGLE BOOTS

* SNUGPAK S/BAGS 5 * AMMO BOOTS
A * KSB BOOTS

i et S T * SORBOTHANE INSOLES
* BERGHAUS VULCAN g . * SPECIAL FORCES BOOTS
* KlTBAGS .‘.Leather;‘cmdu{a \-lgh!;ar Alll_ealnerl,onslmcuon * GEORGE BOOTS
* BIVVI BAGS Smem::;a;val‘.!:ag:art team 8 tv’v‘sor‘r;%:gedur;ee\ * 58 WEBBING
* KIP MATS o Wy 4oy * PLCE WEBBING
* DPM COMBAT JACKETS DANNER BRITTON BOOTS * PLCE CHEST RIGS
* BERGHAUS ROC FORT LEWIS (GO FAST) * COMBAT VESTS

B - A FEE * US WEBBING

* MILITARY SLEEPING BAGS
* FLEECE S/BAG LINERS

* MERAKLON S/BAG LINER
* DANNER BOOTS

* BRITTON BOOTS

* HI TEC MAGNUM

* Q/R BELTS

* 44 W/B POUCHES

* SUIT POUCHES

* RATION POUCHES

* SAS POUCHES

* SA 80 SLINGS

* BERETS @ BADGES * SOCKS * PTI TOPS (OLD PATT) * PTI VESTS @ RON HILL TRACKSTERS * TRANGIA COOKERS
* KARRIMOR RUCKSACKS @ MILITARY TENTS % QUICK ERECT TENTS % KFS % SHEMAGHS * MAGLITE ¢ PELICAN
* US ARMY TORCHES * G10 WATCHES @ GREY WATCH STRAPS @ SEIKO MILITARY WATCHES * CASIO WATCHES
@ TIMEX WATCHES * COMBAT GLOVES @ GORETEX SPLIT PALM MITTS @ PONCHOS * FACE PAINT * OFFICER'S KIT

* SURVIVAL KIT # NBC KIT * BARBOUR * HELLY HANSON
POST & PACKING ALL ORDERS ADD £2.99

PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION PHONE 0717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

2 SILVERMAN’S (DEPT S), MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS

EXN @B Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm [ @

Mmoo

Developed with the Fort

The very latest in hi leg
Lewis Go Devils waterproof boot
All leather construction Leather lined: £48.99
£184.99 Cambrelle lined: £58.99

* ASSAULT BOOTS Assault boots £45.00

D&
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To advertise for a pen pal
send your name, age, brief
description and interests
together with a cheque/postal
order for £11.75 to the address
below. Remember to include
your full name and address for
replies to be forwarded.

D6

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Your envelope must be no larger than
8"x4"” and should only contain a letter,
and photograph if requested. Replies
received more than three months after
the cover date and large, heavy, or
poorly addressed envelopes will not
be forwarded.

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GUI11 2DU.

Lyn, 39, 5', petite, short fair hair,
widow. Interests include step aerobics,
home life, quiet drink, walking by the
sea and country music. I’d like to hear
from honest people, 36+ ALA. P16 &9

Gary, 32, single. Served in TA and
police. Varied interests and a crazy
sense of humour. I live in London and
would like to hear from females any-
where. P17 1894

Diane, 26. Anyone with a good sense
of humour wanted in return for long,
regular letters. I am 5'8", brunette and
enjoy going out, music and writing.
P18 1894
Attention! I'm a 28-year-old good
looking female, and have served in the
Army and now with the TA. I miss
army life and the unique Army sense of
fun, Write with a photo please. P19 1a54

Hi, I'm Debra, 27, 5'3", attractive
and have an outrageous sense of
humour. I enjoy most music, motor
sports and travelling. If you have a wild
sense of fun, write now, P20 18194
Joanne, 31, 5'8", fair hair and green
eyes. I'm a divorced graduate with a 7-
year-old daughter. Interests include
walking, cycling, gardening, cinema,
sewing and the outdoors. I like pen pals
aged 30-40. P21 E 1894

Hello, I’'m Sandra, 29. I like to spend
my time socialising and I'd like pen pals
anywhere. I will answer all letters
received. P22 1894

Steve, 26, 6', single, soldier. I’'m
medium build and have blue eyes and
black hair. I like walking, golf, socialis-
ing and all music. I’d like pen pals aged
28-38, photo appreciated. ALA. P23

18/94

Julie, 23, 5'7" with dark hair.and green
eyes. I'm a down to earth person and
my hobbies include swimming and
keep fit. I'd like pen pals aged 25-35.
P24 1894

Male officer, 45, fit, medium build
with average/good looks. Has many
interests and gsoh. Would like to hear
from any attractive ladies. Photo appre-
ciated, ALA. P25 18/94

Linda, 34, attractive, slim, green eyes
and blonde hair. Works as a secretary
and leads a busy life. Would like to hear
from single men of similar age. Photo if
possible, ALA. P26 1894

Calling all single, genuine, tall soldiers
with very good sense of humour. Can
you make me laugh? I'm Janette, 33,
5'7", attractive and I would like to hear
from you. Photo appreciated. P27 1a0s

Divorced mum, 25, 5'7", with one
young daughter. Soon to become a
mature student, likes music, step aero-
bics, dining out and cosy nights in.
Looking for a forces fella 30-40 with
drive and ambition. P28 18794

Single soldier, 34, attractive, fair hair
and green eyes. Fit, active with many
interests and gsoh. Serving overseas.
Seeks attractive, slim lady, 20-30 to
exchange letters. Photo appreciated.
P29 18/94

Denise, 5'3", 30s, blue eyes, fair hair
and slim build. Likes sports, reading,
cinema, lorries, music, planes, travel.
Divorced, happy go lucky LGV class 1
driver. Seeks pen pals 27+. P30 1504

Lucy, 26, single, 5'6", blonde hair,
green eyes, size 12. Seeks lonely soldier
with good sense of humour, home or
abroad, photo appreciated. P31 1a0¢

Sarah, 29, 5'5", slim build. Interests
include reading, music, history, keep
fit, dancing, and working for Hospital
Radio. Seeks pen pals aged 25+. P32

18/94
We are three absolutely fabulous
babes aged 24-25 seeking our very own
officers and gentlemen. Vgsoh and lots
of interests. Age etc unimportant,
please send photo if possible. P33  1a0s

Ivana, 42, Tralian born, 5'2" with
brown eyes. Interests include music,
travel, walking, voluntary work, eating
out and letter writing. Would like pen
pals aged 28-42 anywhere. P34 1894

Ann, 24, 52" with dark hair. Likes
include music, holidays and Golf GTis.
Would like pen pals in their 20s serving
overseas, send photo if possible. P35

1894

Survival Books, books for armourers,
bodyguards, police and military sci-
ence. Martal Arts, gun collectors,
competitive shooters. Books on special
forces. Thousands of books to choose
from. Free catalogue. Outdoorsman’s
Bookstore, PO Box 15, Brecon LD3
7YX. Tel: 0874 84660. 1449

“HEAD-DRESS BADGES OF
THE BRITISH ARMY” by Kipling
& King. The badge collector’s bible,
indispensable to the collector,
researcher and historian. VOLUME
ONE 1800-1920 £65. VOLUME
TWO 1920-1979 £42.50 POST
FREE. H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB. Tel: 0252
716303. LIMITED PRINT SELL-
ING FAST. 1721

Military Books, sae for catalogue. We
buy history books about British, Com-
monwealth and Empire Land Forces,
particularly Regiment histories; single
volumes or collections. Free specialist
booksearch. John McKenzie, Carpen-
ters, Cary Road, North Cadbury,
Yeovil BA22 7DE. Tel: 0963 440557.

18-23

A PRICE ON
MY HEAD

< ¢ Hiri
by Major Iéﬁv&l?MCallag an,

With Terry Gorry
An exceptional autobiograph-
ical account of Britain's most
decorated peace-time soldier
recalling his exploits as a bomb disposal
operator at a time when the [RA were evermore
ingenious and evil
“Brilliantly retold , , . abounds with bravery, crackles
with action and spiced with humour”
- Manchester Evening News
Ilustrated. £8.95. ISBN 1 873888 50 3
Send Sterlin%chequei only for £8.95 to
Owl Books, 0. Box 60, Wigan WN1 2QB
(P&P FREE to readers of SOLDIER magazine.
Allow 10 days for delivery.
Registered Ofice: Royal Bank of Scoiang Chambers. Market Steet, Legh W7 1ED
Member of ine ndependen! Pubishers Guid D5

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

CLASSIFIED

CHELIFER BOOKS
Military books bought
and sold
Send SAE for catalogue to:
Mike Smith, Todd Close,
Curthwaite, Carlisle,
Cumbria CA7 8BE

Tel: (0228) 711388 .

Licensed restaurant; 50 seats and
guest house. Superb owners accommo-
dation, South Humberside. Ex-WO
chef moving on to new venture. Free-
hold £145,000, finance available. Tel:
0472 357122. 18194

Northumberland. Why not do what I
did in 1989, Services to self-employed
dairyman. Ideal first venture, excellent
accounts. Box 254, Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants
GUI11 2DU. 1894

Cameo Entertainments (Licence No
E359). Quality acts, fair prices, fully
computerised. UK or BAOR, Kent
based. Tel: Bob - Medway (0634)
280828. 1621

Militaria

Winchester
Annual militaria exhibition and fair.
Sunday, September 18, Main Hall,

Society.

Guildhall, Winchester. 10.00am to
3.00 pm. 17-18

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £23.00 FOR A YEAR'S SUB-
SCRIPTION IN UK, £13.80 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £32.20 (OVERSEAS SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-

SCRIPTIONS  DEPT,
ROAD, ALDERSHOT,
2DU. (Cheques to Soldier).

SOLDIER Magazine Binders — collect
your copies of Soldier in our easy to
use binders. Sold in sets of two, the
binders feature a full colour magazine
style cover, and will each hold up to
thirteen magazines. Cost per two
binders, inclusive of VAT and p&p, is
£8.75 UK/BFPO/overseas surface
mail, and £11.50 airmail. To order
your binders send your name, address
and cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to
Soldier Magazine Binders, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

TC
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway,
Shipston on Stour CV36 4RD. Tele-
phone and Fax 0608 663770. Mini-
mum order 25 shields. £9.95 no VAT
outside the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50.

ORDNANCE
HANTS GUI11

e
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British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £1. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. 1520

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, schpol, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2 X25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside L41
2SY 1117

VOLUNTEERS POCKET BOOK.
Valuable info on wide range of sub-
jects. Every Soldier should have one.
Includes Plastic Wallet Cover. £4.75
plus 50p p&p (UK). THE SA
80/LSW - SKILL AT ARMS &
SHOOTING. Training Tests &
APWT conditions pass first time. First
class diagrams and explanation of the
weapons. Fits into Volunteers Pocket
Book Plastic Wallet. £3.25 plus 30p
p&p (UK). Special prices for ten plus
copies. Order direct from publishers.
Cheques or POs payable to MILI-
TARY POCKET BOOKS, PO Box
28, Leven, Beverley, Hull HU17 5LA.
Tel: 0964 542878, Tie

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTT kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0717 900 900 Info 0717 905 257,
Order 0717 905 585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London E1
4PS, TC

Tune Belt, the original Radio Cassette
Holder, £14.95 inc p&p. From Tune
Belt UK , Belle Vue, Hornby, Lancs
LA2 8LX. Tel and Fax 05242 11259.

17-20

Full/miniature size medals mount-
ed for wear or display. Send for full list
of new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars, clasps
etc., and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. SAE appreciat-
ed. Worcestershire Medal Services, 25
Golden Cross Lane, Catshill, Broms-
grove B61 OLG. Tel: 0527 835375.

EOI 84

Military Cross Stitch. Thousands of
Army, Navy and Air Force designs to
cross stitch. Association enquiries wel-
come. Free catalogue. Tel: 0905
423785. 1822

SAS and Para smocks, shemaghs, Hi-
Tec Magnum boots. For catalogue
send sae to: CK Supplies, 28 Hillbrow
Road, Bromley, Kent BR1 4]JL. 18/94

Military Clothing, Equipment -
John Bull. Mail order 0765 604071.
Retail Hildyard Way, Catterick Garri-
son, N Yorks 0748 833614. Full list on
request. PRIs. Visa/Access. | B Military
Clothing (S), 12 Littlethorpe Park,
Ripon HG4 1UQ. 36p SAE. 0765
604071. EOlg4

Military Insignia, 1994 illustrated
catalogue, 54 pages, £2, refundable on
first order, lists hundreds of current
British insignia including officers’
badges, DZ flashes, anodised, plus
worldwide elite insignia. Lapworth (S),
15 Woodside Grove, Bristol BS10
7RF. 1518
Special Offer - Army Air Corps flying
boots, black, Hi-leg pattern, soft
leather, slight seconds, few only
available - £24.99 postage paid.
Frary’s, Lodge Farm, Ilketshall St
Lawrence, Beccles, Suffolk NR34 8JN.
Tel: 0986 781620. 17-18

SOLDIER Shield - the ideal gift for
the military enthusiast, or to add to a
collection. The Soldier shield shows the
magazine’s official insignia on a dark
wood base, and measures
180 % 140mm. The cost of the shield,
inclusive of VAT and p&p, is £17 UK
and £19 elsewhere. Send your
cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to Sol-
dier Shield, Ordnance Road, Aldershort,
Hants GU11 2DU. "

45



John Bull Military Clothing.
Shemaghs £7 Genuine. Black/green/
white, black/sand, black/red/white.
Catterick Garrison 0748 833614. Mail
order — Littlethorpe Park, Ripon HG4
1UG. Full list 36p sae. PRI, Police,
MoD. EOIg4

Professional Medal Mounting and
anodising service. New miniature and
replacement medals supplied. Wire
blazer badges, qualification, trade and
mess kit insignia. Quality display fram-
ing. Excellent service, sensible prices.
Details from Art Militare, 39 Park
Lane, Middlesbrough, Cleveland TS1
3LQ. Tel: 0642 232650. 18:21

Mobile Phones - £19.95, including: -
New NEC P100 phone, battery and
charger - connection to Cellnet Prime-
time tariff — 2 years repair and replace-
ment warranty — delivery by courier.
UK and NI only. Standard line rental
and call charges apply. For more infor-
mation, or to order, phone Michelle on
061-998 2020 (offer subject to status).

1894

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2x25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside L41
28Y. TIc

H. W. Slim and Sons (Magro
Sports). Military clothing and equip-
ment for PRI shops and Units. Hi-
Tech Magnum all leather boots. Black
and green Shemaghs. Genuine SAS
and Para smocks available. Full price
list from: 30-44 Shilton Road, Barwell,
Leics LE9 8HA. Tel: 0455 843730.
Fax: 0455 840218. 18:21

Available FS replacement Medals/Campaign Stars
WWII, Br/UN Koreas, Army/RAF GS Medals, GEO VI
& E Il R Period copy bars: PALESTINE, SE ASIA 45-
46, PALESTINE 45-48, MALAYA, CYPRUS, NEAR
EAST, ARABIAN PENINSULA & BRUNEI, Campaign
Service 1962 Medals copy Bars: BORNEO,
RADFAN, SOUTH ARABIA, MALAY PENINSULA &
N. IRELAND, all IGS Medals GEOV & GEO VI,
Jubilee 1335 & 1977, Coronation 1937 & 1853, LS &
GC, MM, MC, GC, GM & GULF WAR MEDALS.

Collectors’ Badges & Medals - a speciality. Please
write AIR MAIL for price list with 50p BPO.

Regimental orders for Officers Slip-on Rank
Badges, metal Badges/Titles & Blazer Badges in
wires undertaken against samples.
YOUSAF & CO
10 THE MALL
LAHORE 3, PAKISTAN 5400003:«9

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
50p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. e

Hand Embroidered Wire Bullion
Blazer Badges. Specialist in Army,
Navy, Air Force and uniform acces-
sories. Leslie & Company, Commis-
sionier Road, Sialkot 1, Pakistan. Fax:
02-432-558815.

British military cap badge collection
for sale. Guards; Cavalry; Imperial
Yeomanry;  Yeomanry, Infantry;
Corps, Territorial and Volunteers. List
No 2 £1. Callers or mail order. Full
money back guarantee. Access/Visa/
Amex cards welcome. Open Monday
to Saturday 9.30am-6.00pm. Phone/
fax: 071-930 5974. Gallery of London
Ltd, 1 Duke of York Street, London
SW1Y 6]JP. 17418

Military postcards. Gurkhas, SAS,
Para, Scottish. SAE for sample card

0821

and catalogue. Geoff White Ltd,
Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol
BS19 3]JA. 17.18
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Complete bagpipe band instruments
and uniform needs. Embroidered
badges, banners, metal collector
badges etc. Send your enquiries to:
Geoffrey Enterprises, Railway Road,
Sialkot, Pakistan. Catalogue free on
request. EOI94

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks
YO14 9HV. 2204

MILITARY BADGE

AUCTIONS

POSTAL AUCTION

12 September
1994

comprising over 500 lots of
carefully vetted and
accurately described military
cap badges, collars, titles &
cloth formation signs
Ilustrated catalogue £3.50
(inc postage)
PO Box 1989
Marlow
Bucks SL7 1INP

Tel: 0628 488188
Fax: 0628 488111
Genuine lots now being
accepted for our
November sale

For quality Scottish products like
bagpipes, bagpipe accessories, practice
chanters, reeds, plaids, shawls, kilts,
spats, balmorals, glengarries, hackle
feathers, waist and cross belts, bugles,
drumsticks, drummer’s aprons, music
card pouches, sporrans etc. Hand
embroidered all kinds of badges,
sashes, flags, family crests, clan crests,
bagpipe banners and all other items.
Scottish/Irish and masonic jewellery
such as waist belt buckles, cap badges,
collar insignias, brooches, buttons, kilt
pins. Write for lists and prices to:
Tango Trading Co, 4/369 Mori Gate,
Sialkot 51310, Pakistan. EOI20

Service families. Top quality chil-
drenswear, low prices, instant commis-
sion, free delivery. Send for catalogue:
Flossies Childrenswear, 39 Grattan
Road, Bradford, West Yorkshire BD1
2NA. 18/94

Printing at low prices. For free
quote, on any form of printing, call
0305 835150. 17195

[ GiftServices |

Why not give someone “A Title for a
Tenner”. What a gift/presentation idea!
Details from S A Survival, East Seaton
Farm Cott, By Arbroath, Scotland
DDI11 58D.

18-02

Paintings from photos. Ex-Para
artist creates paintings based on your
favourite snaps. Details: RCH, 1113
De Montfort House, Oxford Street,
Leicester LE1 5XW.

18-23

[ Foideys = |

Simply the lowest air fares. We
guarantee to beat any genuine quota-
tion. Do call, Gem Travel on 0202
310317. 17-18

Belvedene Property Management.
Experts at letting property in London
and south of England. Our ex-military
staff provide a comprehensive reliable
and professional Property Manage-
ment Service, adapted to meet the
needs of HM Forces. Our fees are com-
petitive and inclusive. Contact our
Head Office now for our brochure.
Belvedene Property Management,
Millmead House, Ratfyn Road, Ames-
bury, Wilts SP4 7DZ. Telephone 0980
625066/7. Fax: 0980 624544. e

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

WE PROVIDE A COMPLETE,

COMPREHENSIVE AND  EFFICIENT

LETTING AND MANAGEMENT SERVICE
AT THE LOWEST RATE OF 10%.

WE LOOK AFTER YOUR PROPERTY

USING EXPERIENCED STAFF
SPECIALISED IN DEALING WITH HM
FORCES.

'PHONE OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE:

GREENFIELD HOUSE,
DOWLANDS LANE, COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX.

TEL/FAX: (0342) 718671 (24 hrs)

Wyvern & Sarum. With offices in
Salisbury and Warminster and 200
properties, our ex-Service staff are very
experienced in managing properties for
Service Landlords. Telephone 0722
421701 or 0985 846905. TIC

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management

HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
tenants, manages your property and ensures its
return to you as and when required. With a base in
Leicestershire we also cover the East Midlands
counties of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.
For further information please ring:
0509 266151
or write [o;
59 WESTFIELD DRIVE
LOUGHBOROUGH
LEICS LE11 3QJ

D5

CHARITY
COMMISSION

Charities connected with the Worcestershire
and Sherwood Foresters Regiment.

Scheme for the general re-organisation of the
Charities.

Ref: RLB-154106-5C (RB1)

The Charity Commissioners for England and
Wales propose to make an-Order establishing a
Scheme for this and other purposes. Any objection
to the proposed Scheme or suggestions for
modifying it should be sent in writmky within one
month from the date of this notice to the Secretary,
Charity Commission, Woodfield House, Tangier,
Taunton, Somerset TA1 4BL, quoting the reference
above.

Copies of the proposed Scheme will be supplied
on written request to the Charity Commissioners
(quoting the reference above) and may also be
seen at the following address: RHQ, WFR,
Norton Barracks, Worcester WR5 2PA. o7

MESS CLOSURE

The QOGTR British Officers’
Mess, Gun Club Hill Bks,
Hong Kong, BFPO 1

will close in October 94. Units or
individuals who require presentation
items to be returned are asked to
contact the QM, Maj (QM) D J Winkle,
Tel: 7322181. Packaging and
postage to be paid for by univ
individual. Items not claimed by
October 1994 will be transferred to
10 Tpt Regt in Colchester.

D7

MESS CLOSURE

The QOGTR Gurkha WOs’ &
Sgts’ Mess, Gun Club Hill Bks,
Hong Kong, BFPO 1

will close in October 94. Units or
individuals who require presentation
items to be returned are asked to con-
tact the PMC, WO2 (RQMS)
Narendrakumar Tamang, Tel: 7322184.
Packaging and postage to be paid for by
unit/individual. ltems not claimed by
October 1994 will be transferred to 10
Tpt Regt in Colchester.

D7

MESS CLOSURE

The British WOs’ and Sgts’
Mess, Gun Club Hill Bks,
Hong Kong, BFPO 1
will close in October 94. Units or
individuals who require presentation
items to be returned are asked to
contact the QM, Maj (QM) D J Winkle,
Tel: 7322181. Packaging and
postage to be paid for by unit/
individual. Items not claimed by
October 1994 will be transferred to

10 Tpt Regt in Colchester.

D7

Camping/Army Surplus Shop for
sale. South coast location. Walk into a
profitable established business. Busi-
ness and freehold premises with ample
storage (accommodation?) £55,000 +
sav. Offers considered for sale of busi-
ness only. Box No 252, Soldier Maga-

zine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. 1618
New Milton, Hants. Charming

detached 2/3 bedroom bungalow, near
schools. Half mile level walk to town
centre and main line station. Seafront
two miles, New Forest four miles. Easy
reach Southampton, Bournemouth
and local industry. UPVC d/g, gas ¢/h,
secluded sunny garden, outdoor heated
swimming pool, sun terrace/patio,
garage and car port. £110,000. For full
particulars phone 0202 404554, office
hours. 18794

Cnoc Bhar, Dornoch
Sutherland

Large modern detached dwelling house
in rural setting approximately 3 miles
from the Royal Burgh of Dornoch.
Extensive grounds, lounge, dining
room/bar, sun lounge, kitchen, utility
room, upper lounge, 3 bedrooms and 2
bathrooms, garage, range of outhuildings,
full central heating, Carpets, curtains and
curtain poles included in the price. Area
of ground attached with outline planning
permission for one dwelling house
(currently being reviewed).

Offers over £88,000 in Scots Legal Form
are invited for the whole, but separate
sale of house or plot negotiable.

Further particulars available on request.
Messrs Ewan, Harris & Co,
Solicitors, Notaries, Estate Agents,
The West Deanery, Castle Street,
Dornoch, Sutherland
Tel: 0862 810686 Fax: 0862 811020,

[ Services ]

Photographic - Mess functions -
Summer Ball, Christmas Draw, social
events, professionally photographed.
For an excellent package send sae to:
Mark Hopper Photography, 7 Meltori
Street, Barnsley S73 0XT, or tel: 0226
341720. 1322
Low cost household insurance,
covers MSQ, MFO, tenants, liability
etc. From £45 per year. Household
and General Insurance Services,
FREEPOST (SE8601), London SE1
7BP. Tel: 0956 283902.

Cheaper car insurance. Telephone
the Quoteline on 0903 204409, quot-
ing reference 7132L. You could save
pounds! 13.22

02-25



Lost touch with friends or colleagues
from your Service days? We are dedi-
cated to helping you get back in touch.
Forces Connect Association, 57 Nor-
wich Close, Lichfield WS13 78]. SAE
please. 17-18
We specialise in supplying military
units with trophies, farewell gifts and
other memorabilia. No engraving job
too small. Speedy service. For cata-
logue contact 0324 826636. 1618

LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

~ Tenants and Homeowners welcome.
— No interviews, Confidential service by post
— Good benefits if you settle your loan early
For quotes, written details and free advice
Tel: 0929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days
(from overseas 0044-929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE 2019
Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers

GULF WAR MILITARIA
BOUGHT BY HISTORIAN

Badges, propaganda leaflets,
photographs, printed ephemera
and souvenirs etc.

Laurie Manton, c/o Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU ,

Grenadier Guards, Victorian,
Edwardian, George V colour badges.
George V WO1 cap grenade, Guards
RSM KC arm badges. Must be gen-
uine, excellent prices paid. Private col-
lector. 0624 842311 anytime. 14-18

WO2 Wrist Strap insignia, King’s
Head. Woolliss, 245 Scartho Road,
Grimsby DN33 2EA. 0472 878209.

Tl

AN ADVERT
IS WRONG,
WHO PUTS
IT RIGHT?

We do.

The Advertising Standards
Authority ensures advertise-
ments meel with the strict
Code of Advertising Practice.

So if you question an
advertiser, Lhey have to
answer to us

To find out more about the
ASA, please wrile to
Advertising Standards Authority.
Dept X. Brook House,

Torrington Place,
London WCITE THN.

ASA

This space is donaled in Lhe inlerests
ol high standards in advertisements.

 CLASSIFIED

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE —
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the
following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not ag rove
whether an order shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space being available. The Publishers reserve the right to make
any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval.
The Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a
reason.

While euer{ endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is
scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement
in a series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in
sufficient time to allow amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For
Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions, Services,
Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings will be applied if
deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the
above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void insofar
as they are in conflict with them.
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ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

AUGUST 6, 1994 AUGUST 13, 1994
First (372 runs, £2,000) WO1 H. Shearer, First (375 runs, £2,000) WO2 J R Elvin, RPO
ACIO Inverness. Chester.

Second (357 runs, £1,000) Sgt A E Second (337 runs, £1,000) Lt P G Nicoll, 1

BW, Pirbright.

Parsonage, BFPO 825.

Third (353 runs, £500) Sgt C Sweeney, BFPO
804.

Fourth (351 runs, £400) Sgt W A M Little,
ACIO Norwich.

Fifth (348 runs, £300) LCpl G W Cooper, 7 Bn
REME, BFPO 41.

Sixth (347 runs, £200) Cpl M A Concepcion,
249 Signal San, Bulford.

Third (329 runs, £500) Cpl K D Meadows, 2 Bn
REME, BFPO 38.

Fourth (326 runs, £400) C Sgt R Dewar, Belize
Log Bn, BFPO 12.

Fifth (323 runs, £300) Pte L Dalton, 1 RGBW,
Catterick.

Sixth (318 runs, £200) LCpl J Thompson, HQ
2 Inf Bde, Shorncliffe.

Seventh equal (312 runs, £50) W02 R
Atkinson, 25 Engr Regt, BFPO 808.

Seventh equal (312 runs, £50) SSgt M J N

Seventh (345 runs, £100) Cpl M A Willson, 3
RSME Regt, Blackwater.

Erskine, Scottish Tpt Regt RLC (V),

Dunfermline.
D&

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

26 27

29 30

WORDS AT 30p
X INSERTIONS
BOX NUMBER

VAT AT 17.5%

TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM Ck
BOX NUMBER, IF REQUIRED, @ £2.00 + VAT PER INSERTION
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

]
laa N aa i ea i an i nal

(Payable to SOLDIER)

0. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS

SOLDIER

ORDNANCE ROAD

ALDERSHOT

HANTS GU11 2DU o
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ATHLETICS

POLO  DIVING

CRICKET

|| SPORT

%

Picture: Mike Perring

Cpl Kelly Holmes: European
silver in Helsinki

Kelly canters to silver

ALDERSHOT-based PTI Cpl
Kelly Holmes put in a strong
burst metres from the line to
deprive Russia’s Yekaterina
Podkopayeva of a silver in the
1,500m final in the European
athletics championships in
Helsinki.

Hers was the first medal won
by a British woman over the
distance at a European cham-
pionships. After returning

SIGNALS’

SUCC

ROYAL Signals continued to
dominate the Army Inter-Unit
athletics team championships
despite the absence, through
injury, of a number of their
Army and Combined Services
stars.

Strength in depth, a firm tra-
dition in discovering talent
such as Kris Akabusi, Clarence
Calendar and Les Wood, and a
hard training regime continue
to pay dividends.

At the end the signallers ran
out winners in the Major and
women’s competitions and
were second and third overall
in the Minor Units Cup.

Best performances of the day
came in the shorter events.
OCdt Alderson (RMAS) a
former signaller, who could not
find a commission with the
favoured corps, won both the
200m (22.3sec) and 400m
(48.3sec) — an excellent time.
He looks set for a fine athletics
career once he reaches the out-
side world.

LCpl John Smith (2 Sig
Regt) cruised the 800m (A
string) while Cpl Boston, (2
Sig Regt) surged through to
take both the 800m (B string)
and 1,500m (A string) in quick
succession.

The hurdles, a technical
event at 110m and a mankiller
at 400m, was dominated by the
Army and Inter-Services
champion Cpl Tim Tompkin-
son (2 Sig Regt), his time of
14.6sec being just outside the
Army record.

Cpl Carl Richardson com-
plemented Tompkinson by
winning the 110m (B string)
and running 55.9sec to win, by
a street, the 400m hurdles.

48

It was encouraging to see,
after an absence of many years,
The Cheshire Regiment in the
Army finals. Like the Royal
Signals, the battalion has a fine
tradition in Army athletics and
it is to be hoped they will regain
the standards which made
them the team to fear in the
late 1950s and 60s.

For the Cheshires, Lt Gill
won the pole vault (3.40m)
while Pte Dunn won the javelin
with a respectable throw of
48.22m — a distance incidental-
ly bettered by Cpl Taff Dunbar
of 200 Sig Sgn, who threw
50.88m.

RMAS Sandhurst cadets
came second in both the Major
and women’s team champion-
ships. The cadets are largely
unseasoned and have little time
to train properly during their
busy Sandhurst course. Their
raw talent and spirit on the day
bodes well for the future of
Army athletics.

The Minor Units competi-
tion was convincingly won by
BAD Kineton from 21 Signal

briefly to barracks, she was fly-
ing out to Victoria to partici-
pate in the Commonwealth
Games.

After that, Holmes will have
a tough choice to make. She is
due to begin a sergeant’s
course later in the year, but
said: “I feel now that I could be
world number one in this event
— I shall make a decision on my
career on my return.”

Regiment (Air Support). Kine-
ton athletes were seldom out of
the first three in each event and
dominated the field events.
Cpl Cairns (ATR Bassing-
bourne) won the 1,500m
(4min 4sec) and 5,000m

Holmes has made a dramat-
ic impact on British women’s
athletics during the past two
years, and currently holds the
national 800m record of 1min
58.64sec.

At the start of this summer
she switched to the four-lap
distance and almost immedi-
ately made her mark by setting
one of the fastest 1,500m times
in the world.

Sig Chris Palin makes sand fly
in the Major Units tr '

(15min 32sec) — no mean feat
on the same day — while LCpl
Bretherwick (Comms and Sy
Gp) won the 3,000m steeple-
chase in 9min 44sec — an excel-
lent time and 12 seconds faster
than the Major Units winner.

ERER T e S B R A S S PO e e T R

Men, Major Units:

100m (A) LCpl Dick (7 Sig Regt). (B) LCp!
Francis (1 (UK) ADSR). 200m (A) OCdit Alder-
son (AMAS). (B) Sig Hoole (1 (UK) ADSR).
400m (A) OCdt Alderson (RMAS). (B) LCpl
Brown (12 Regt RA). 800m (A) LCpl Smith (2
Sig Regt). (B) Cpl Boston (2 Sig Regt).
1,500m (run with Minor Units) Cpl Boston (2
Sig Regt). 5,000m (with minor units) Sgt
Bailey (2 Sig Regt). 110m H (A) Cpl Tomkin-
son (2 Sig Regt). (B) Cpl Richardson (2 Sig
Regt). 400m H (A) Cpl Richardson (2 Sig
Regt). (B) Cpl Tomkinson (2 Sig Regt).
3,000m SC Sig Ellis (2 Sig Regt).

High/long/triple jumps Cpl Love (7 Sig
Regt); Gnr Campbell (12 Regt RA); Gnr
Campbell (12 Regt RA). Pole vault Lt Gill (1
Cheshire). Discus Cpl Curtis (2 Sig Regt).
Hammer Cpl Jones (2 Sig Regt). Javelin Pte
Dunn (1 Cheshire). Shot SSgt Killen (2 Sig
Regt).

4x100m relay 1, 2 Sig Regt, 44.5secs; 2, 1

(UK) ADSR, 44.8; 3, 7 Sig Regt, 45.0; 4, 12
Regt RA; 5, RMAS; 6, 1 Cheshire. 4x400m
relay 1, 2 Sig Regt; 2, RMAS; 3, 1 Cheshire;
4,1 (UK) ADSR; 5, 12 Regt RA; 6, 7 Sig Regt.

Teams — 1, 2 Sig Regt, 201 points; 2,
RMAS, 144; 3, 1 (UK) ADSR, 136; 4, 1
Cheshire, 133; 4, 12 Regt RA, 105; 6, 7 Sig
Regt, 79.

Men, Minor Units

100m Cpl Williams (21 Sig Regt). 200m
SSgt Tyler (12 Spt Regt RLC). 400m Pte
Arliss (BAD Kineton). 800m Sgt McCullum
(ASPT). 1,500m/5,000m (run with Major
Units) Cpl Caims (ATR Bassingbourne).
400m H LCpl Rutterford (BAD Kineton).
3,000m SC LCpl Bretherick (Comms & Sy
(UK)). High/triple jumps LCpl Pearce (BAD
Kineton). Long jump LCpl Gates (BAD Kine-
ton). Discus LCpl Phoenix (200 Sig Sgn).
Javelin LCpl Dunbar (200 Sig Sgn). Shot
SSgt Durrant (BAD Kineton). 4x400m relay 1,
BAD Kineton; 2, 21 Sig Regt; 3, 200 Sig Sgn.

Teams - 1, BAD Kineton, 90; 2, 21 Sig
Regt, 69; 3, 200 Sig Sqn, 64; 4, 12 Spt Regt
RLC, 53; 5, ATR Bassingbourne, 49% (2
wins); 6, ASPT, 49% (1 win); 7, Comms & Sy
(UK), 44.

Women

100m LCpl Sutton (27 Tpt Regt RLC). |

200m/400m Sig Michalska (8 Sig Regt).
800m/1,500m Sig Morris (8 Sig Regt).
3,000m 2nd Lt Rayner (1 (UK) ADSR). 100m
H Sig Hunton (8 Sig Regt). High jump Lt Car-
penter (10 Tpt Regt RLC). Long jump OCdt
Turnbull (RMAS). Discus OCdt Spikes
(RMAS). Javelin LCpl Hunt (27 Tpt Regt
RLC). Shot Sig Judge (8 Sig Regt). 4x100m
relay 1, 8 Sig Regt; 2, RMAS; 3, 27 Tpt Regt
RLC.

Teams — 1, 8 Sig Regt, 75; 2, RMAS, 72; 3,
27 Tpt Regt RLC, 61; 4, 10 Tpt Regt RLC, 55;
5, 1 (UK) ADSR, 37; 6, York Garrison, 32; 7,
14 Sig Regt (E.W.}), 30.

Pi'ciure. Mike Weston

Cavalry keeps up appearances

THE RHINE Army Polo
Association (RAPA) Dbeat
Chiemsee in the final of the
German low goal (0-4) cham-
pionships in Berlin.

RAPA, who could raise only
a 0-goal team, struggled in the
first two chukkas as
Chiemees’s Tommy Winter
(+4) forced Maj Richard
Pinney (QRL) and Capt Henry
Bouskell (QDG) to go on the

defensive. Despite some RAPA
ponies having to play twice in
the last chukka, the game
opened up and Lt Tom Moon
(LD) scored a winning ' goal
from the sidelines in the clos-
ing minutes — securing RAPA’s
victory by 41/ 2-3 in a cliff-
hanger of a match.

The tournament, tradition-
ally a British event, was organ-
ised. ‘for the first time

9_Iean sweep

for the Army

TWO shrewd decisions by out-
going coach WO2 (QMSI)
Mike Kempson APTC were
instrumental in the Army
diving team winning all four
major trophies and titles in
both the men’s and women’s
events in this vear’s Inter-Ser-
vices diving championships.

Immediately after the Army
championships, Kempson
opted to divide the men’s train-
ing up for the competition, so
that all four members of the
tearn concentrated on one
board only.

So while Lt Christiaan
Munro (2 RTR) and ATpr
Neil Wilson (4 AAC) compet-
ed on the three-metre spring-
board, Kempson (based at 5
TA Trg Regt RLC) and Sgt
Amos  Greenfield APTC
(Comms and Sy Gp UK) dived
the five-metre highboard.

Adopting this plan allowed
maximum time allocation to be
spent on one specific board
throughout the team’s training
in Portsmouth before the
event.

The other decision which led
to the outstanding success
achieved by the team was the
full use made of the bubble
machine in Guildford’s Spec-
trum Centre.

This allowed all members to
learn and perfect dives of a
higher degree of difficulty
without injury to themselves.

Christiaan Munro won the
three-metre springboard with a
staggering 329.7 points — the
first time anyone has passed
the 300 points barrier.

With an insuperable lead (65
points) between him and Chris

Brisley (RN), second and third
places were much more close-
ly-contested, with Neil Wilson
being pipped to the bronze by
the narrow margin of two
points (262.7 pts).

With team spirits high, vic-
tory soon followed in the
women’s events, with Cpl
Amanda Davies (14 Fld Regt
RA) victorious in the spring-
board for the second consecu-
tive year, a clear 20 points
(165.5) ahead of Mandi
Bridgeland (RN), with Lt
Susie Griffin (3 AEC) third
(120.0 pts).

Davies quickly followed her
initial success by winning the
highboard with 133.4 points,
with Griffin close on her heels
in second place (121.0 pts),
scoring well on her newly-
learnt inward 1) somersault.

Then the unconquerable
Amanda Davies — who had
already won a gold, silver and
bronze at the British Masters
highboard and springboard
events earlier in the year —

exclusively by the Berliner Polo
Club. Set on the Maifeld, it
remains the most prestigious
event and attracted eight spon-
sored teams from all over Ger-

many.

Thanks largely to a run of
goals by Lt Martin ffrench
Blake (QLR), RAPA won all
their preliminary games over
the two weekends to earn their
place in the final. The players

were from three BAOR-based
cavalry regiments.

Because of RAPA’s links
with local clubs, there is plenty
of scope for British officers and
NCOs who want to play. The
future for British polo in Ger-
many is bright, with a full fix-
ture list for the rest of the
season and another cavalry reg-
iment, The Scots Dragoon
Guards, arriving next year.

)

Seven up! The victorious men’s diving team show off the inter-Ser-

Picture: Mike Weston

vices men’s shield which they have just won for the seventh year in
succession. Left to right: ATpr Neil Wilson, Lt Christiaan Munro, WO2
(QMSI) Mike Kempson, Sgt (Sl) Amos Greenfield

made it three in a row by lifting
the Tina Childs Trophy for the
women scoring the most points
throughout the competition in
the two women’s events.

The men’s highboard team
continued the Army’s winning
ways, with title holder Amos
Greenfield - who started
diving in 1988 when he was
one of Mike Kempson’s PTIs
with 22 AD Regt RA — ensur-
ing first place (303.55 pts), a
clear 37 points ahead of Chris
Brisley (RN). Kempson him-
self collected the bronze with

CRICKET

DESPITE totals of 105 and 54
respectively by Ian Redfern
and Christopher St George
(both 7 Coy Coldm Gds), the
rest of the Army side, chasing
quick runs against the MCC
YC at Shenley Park, suc-
cumbed to 241-9. With the last
six wickets only realising 26
runs, the strong MCC YC bat-
ting saw them through to a win
with ten overs to spare. On a
“pudding” pitch and a wet out-

field at Bath, the Army’s score
of 191-9 in 55 was a fair total,
but the Civil Service never
looked in trouble, needing 24
runs off eight overs, with six
wickets standing. But some
excellent fielding and accurate
bowling produced an exciting
finish, with four runs needed
off the last ball and the last man
in. A boundary settled the
matter.
(RAF victory — Page 50)

259.7 points. Diving for the
last time for the Army, 23 years
after his debut, Kempson
wanted to leave the Inter-Ser-
vices championships on a high
note with a good dive.

To scores of 8s and 7's from
the judges, and rapturous
applause from the spectators,
he achieved just that, with a
back dive piked to near perfec-
tion, helping to bring home the
men’s team shield for the sev-
enth year in succession.

Results: Women: Army 21, RAF
12, RN 5. Men: Army 20, RAF 10,
RN 10.

® Although WO2 Kempson
is due to leave the Army in
March 1995 — with any luck to
take up the appointment of
national diving coach in
Cyprus — he will not be forgot-
ten. He has donated a cup in
his name, for the highest scor-
ing dive, including degree of
difficulty, performed in the
men’s competition.

In a close contest to be first
recipient, Christiaan Munro
just had the edge over Sgt
Greenfield, who is taking over
as Army diving team coach.
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Upsets and discoveries

THE 74th Army lawn tennis
championships, held over six
days on the lawns at the site of
the former Royal Aldershot
Officers’ Club, heralded some
excellent, hard-fought tennis,
some dramatic upsets and the
discovery of new and hidden
talent, writes Martin Rose.

As if in response to the glori-
ous sunshine with which the
111 competitors taking part in
the 14 separate events were
blessed for much of the time,
the tennis was of a high stan-
dard and played with much
enthusiasm and in the tradition
of good sportsmanship.

The men’s open singles
event was, as ever, keenly con-
tested between the 62 competi-
tors.

The final brought a repeat of
last year’s encounter between
nine-times champion Capt
Nigel Watts and the young pre-
tender, Spr David Ingram.

With Watts unbeaten on the
Aldershot lawns and the sapper
recalling his narrow defeat in
the 1993 final, the match was
destined to be a close and, at
times, tense affair.

It took Ingham two sets (6-4,
6-3) to wrest the title away
from the long-standing cham-
pion and lift the singles trophy.

Two rounds earlier, Ingham
had had to negotiate a strong
challenge from OCdt Ralph
Holah, a newcomer who looks
certain to make his mark on
Army tennis.

As in his other matches,
Holah played with flair and
with flowing shots which
earned him the award of Most
Promising Player of the cham-
pionships.

Forgetting their rivalry in the
singles, Watts and Ingham
paired up for a second vear to
provide a formidable doubles
partnership in the men’s open
doubles, fighting off the chal-
lenge of Maj Alan Butterfield
and Capt Richard Determeyer
in the final.

In the Inter-Arms and Corps
doubles, the duo of Watts and
Capt Bill Herlihy, in a hotly-
contested victory (6-4,
4-6, 6-1) against Butterfield
and WO1 Steve James, suc-
ceeded in bringing the magnif-
icent silver trophy back to the
AAC - a fifth time for the corps
and a third for this combina-
tion.

The ladies’ competition con-
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LCpl Clare Whitney (left), who proved she was a force to be

reckoned with by taking the open singles title and, with Capt Anna

Swayne, the ladies doubles crown.

firmed LCpl Clare Whitney as
a force to be reckoned with, as
she took the open singles and,
with Capt Anna Swayne, the
ladies’ doubles honours.

Maj Kirsty Richards (for-
merly Philips) underlined her
consistency and gritty play by
appearing in the singles, dou-
bles and mixed doubles finals,
achieving her sole success in
this final category, winning 6-
4, 4-6, 6-3 with Butterfield as
partner.

Once again, the veterans’
tournament was well-support-
ed, with the introduction of a
round-robin competition in
the open doubles proving a
popular innovation.

It was in these champion-
ships that Maj Clyde Aylin was
“re-discovered” after an
absence from the competition
of some 20 years.

In the long and absorbing
veterans’ open singles final,
Avlin defeated Lt Col Richard
Noutch 6-2, 4-6, 6-4.

This was part of a gruelling
day’s competition for the
“young-at-heart” Aylin, in
which he was to play eight sets
in all, finishing as the sun was
setting.

Reaching the latter rounds of
all the veterans events does
have its drawbacks!

However, he was not to have
it all his own way in the veter-

Picture: Mike Weston

ans handicap singles final the
following day when he con-
fronted title-holder Brig Barry
Reeves.

The champion kept his hold
on the trophy with a 6-1, 1-6,
6-3 victory in very hot condi-
tions before partnering Lt Col
David Hughes to the veterans
open doubles title over former

champions It Col John
Woodliffe and Mr Paul
Weaver.

The junior Army entry for
the championships was well
down on the extraordinarily
large numbers of last year.

However, thanks to the ster-
ling efforts of Bernie Freman
and Lt Lorna Hambly,
Princess Marina  College,
Arborfield and the AAC, Har-
rogate fielded enthusiastic
squads.

Having to return to training
by Monday of the champion-
ships, the juniors competed in
all three events (including a
plate event) during the first two
days’ play.

AT Dunstone from Arbor-
field won the junior Army sin-
gles title, beating his fellow
apprentice from PMC, AT
Cook. Along with AT LCpl
Joyce, he also lifted the junior
Army  inter-unit  doubles
trophy for PMC

Speaking at the prize-giving
ceremony, Army Lawn Tennis
Association president Gen Sir
Charles Guthrie said that the
Army Tennis Centre was fast
becoming a reality and com-
mended this excellent facility
for Aldershot and for Army
tennis in particular.

The successful RMAS members
who won the Army women team
competition at the Army swim-
ming championships. Minor
unit team winners were 22 Field
Hospital RAMC; major unit win-
ners were 21 Engineer Regi-
ment; water polo champions
were 36 Engineer Regiment,
who defeated 3 RSME Regiment

Swim team’s winning smiles

Airmen claim
cricket crown

The Royal Air Force beat both
the Royal Navy and the Army
in thrilling finishes at
Aldershot to win the Inter-
Services. Details in next issue.

Picture: WO2 Kevin Capon, HQ UKEF=



YOUR MOST EXCITING POSTING
THIS YEAR!

BCB'S NEW ADVENTURE

MILITARY CATALOGUE

Ready for inspection: more than 300 items of
professional clothing and equipment (most
NATO approved), all illustrated and described in
our FREE 24-page colour catalogue OUT NOW.
Many exclusive and hard-to-find lines, including
the genuine SAS Smock, DPM and other

IR- proof clothing, survival kits and tools,
cooking/firelighting aids, webbing, innovative
bergens, knives and much, much more.
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*:’
Make outdoor life more practical
and comfortable, no matter how fough the
conditions. Clip the coupon or ring foday.

INTERNATIONAL LTD.

Send to: BCB International Limited, Clydesmuir Road Ind. Est.,
q’ Cordiff CF2 205 Telephone: 0222 456900 (24 hours)

Send to BCB Internatanal Limited, Cydesmuir Rood Ind, s, §
Cordiff CF2 205 Telephone: 0222 456900 (24 hours)

: ‘I Name

1

1

2 : 1
f -4.“ )f-_ 1 Address I
s |

|

|

|

‘tj Zes (L

- Al

YOUR DUTCH
PARACHUTING WINGS
IN A FEW DAYS!

Paracentrum Texel organises weekly courses for
novice parachutists.

After five jumps you qualify for the internationally
recognised A-licence and receive the Dutch wings.
Call your military contact for information and
prices daily:

Simon Woerlee
010 31 2220 11464
or write to
Paracentrum Texel, Postweg 128,
1795 JS De Cocksdorp, Texel,

The Netherlands
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' JOIN OUR ARMY

| OF READERS

i

: Yes, I'd like to sign up for my regular

) copy of SOLDIER every fortnight

I Please enter my subscription for:

I

i 0 1year £23.00 UK £32.20 overseas £13.80 BFPO
e years £40.00 UK £60.00 overseas
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I Return to: Soldier Subscriptions, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,

Hants GU11 2DU. Telephone 0252 347353. Photo-copies accepted.

‘Leaving the Army was a big step for me.
The resettlement advice in SOLDIER really
helped to make my start in civilian life
easier’

Commander i the
Middic East w
~

SOW b

Gen Wavell

‘The competitions are fun
and always worth entering.
I sent in an observation
test and won £50!

| Cnl Sparks CinB

i 193¢ g lastic b
M wadle ‘3’:“9“\9 oy L-dl plasti
o

a Viciou
oy
yin G r:;ub“s ed

e >
n n v ‘ :
erans are plarwﬁ"’“ Swd in the man's n

SO MANY |\ée‘Narmaﬂd¥ o \gﬂf:ﬁ € g(\uo‘-"r‘:‘\ ¢a2 50 pt hum alive until ar
to feturn 19 L exiye ward® = nardo lance armved
pray ‘;i:m:oreners nave @rass™t Ihe man lost six
|‘:!I?d their books for the ween blood but survived w
June 6 1ssailant charged with

B

From Rouen 10 Bayux

essage is the same l?
ccommodation left

roups. But according 10
ndrea Daly, who uwn.a
2 Bayeux, thereé are ¢
gites and mobile home

murder
Rrooks

‘I lost contact with a
bunch of good mates
I served with during World
War 2 - | couldn’t believe
for smal\:‘:’epgg:;?ng P it when Searchline got us
da:s:xlndlng el back in touch!
D-Day Logement, charg=
£5 a person, and can be Co
Cio The Black Swan Mill, B

DEX,
1 Bayeux CE
11494.. Erance (tel: (01033)
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Wearing the uniform of Honorary Commodore of the
Royal Naval Reserve, Prince Michael of Kent represented
the Queen at the 115th Sovereign’s Parade at the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst on August 5. To the left of
the picture are the Commandant, Maj Gen Hew Pike, the
Academy Sergeant Major, WO1 David Cox Gren Gds,

who retired from the Army after the parade, and Capt

Charles Whittaker LD, Prince Michael’s equerry.

Picture: Mike Weston
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