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The 121 mph BMW 2500

Its performance alone stands out a mile

BMW 2500: 121 MPH, 0-60MPHIN9.3SECS. 22MPG
Mercedes 280SE: 115mph, 0-60mphin11.2secs. 18mpg
Triumph Stag: 115mph, 0-60mphin11.6secs. 22mpg

Reliant Scimitar GTE: 119mph. 0-60mphin10.9secs. 22mpg
Ford Capri 3000GT: 113mph, 0-60mphin10.3secs. 21mpg
Triumph 2.5Pi: 106mph, 0-60mphin11.5bsecs. 23mpg
Vauxhall Ventora: 106mph, 0-60mphin12.1secs. 21mpg
“In absolute terms it can accelerate faster than a Jaguar XJ6 4.2, a Mercedes 600, the Reliant
Scimitar 3-litre and every four-seater we have tested, disregarding big American cars which
have engines well over twice the size”
{Quotation from Autocar 28 August 1970 — performance figures from Autocar)

Test drive the 121 mph BMW 2500 Sports Saloon. At £1984 you save over £1000 on the U.K.
retail price of the BMW 2500 as a member of the Armed Forces serving overseas. Alternatively
you can buy a new BMW from as little as £1155

To: BMW Concessionaires GB Ltd., Export Division, 56, Park Lane, London W.1.
\ Tel: 01-499 6881
: "'__‘ Please send me details of the BMW range and my special privileges.
X : For information in W. Germany contact:

Guy Burn, Detmold 493 Obern Garten 2, W. Germany. Tel : Detmold 28997

D | am serving abroad | am being posted abroad [::]

(please tick whichever applicable)

Name

Address

Q2 iy
u n beata b'e ‘ Telephone
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Service for

\

Doves can helpy
Buy, Sell or Hire a Car

The Dove Service for the Services is efficiently administered
by ex-Service men with wide experience of the servicemen's
motoring needs.

All makes of cars can be supplied with credit facilities arranged
through us or NAAFI or as required.

Personal needs and requirements can be discussed by post and
the chosen car will be ready for you when you arrive.

Cut out the coupon below for the free Brochure or write and
tell us your requirements, to Services Liaison Dept. The Dove

Group, White Rose Lane, Woking, Surrey. Telephone : 04 862 4515

O S S SO S NI CEST GS SES E E SE G S S
To:-  Lieut. Colonel J. H. Walters, O.B.E.,
Services Liaison Executive,
The Dove Group, White Rose Lane,
Woking, Surrey.
Telephone: 04 862 4515

Name

Address

Doves look forward.... to serving you
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One of the exci

We can’t make traffic lights change any faster.

But we have made sure that when they do change, the
new Viva gets away with a zip.
The new 1256cc Viva has lots
of high torque low down which
means improved performance.
It means better acceleration
with less gear changing.
Better uphill pulling.

The top speed is only up a few mph because
we've concentrated on giving you easy driving when
vou need it most — in the restricted conditions of
evervday motoring. The new 1256cc Viva has lots of
space, comfy seats, the largest boot of any car in
its class, underbody seal, safety steering column
and 11-coat paintwork. And it's been exhaustively
tested at Millbrook, Vauxhall's own proving ground.

Way out in front.
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ingthingsyou'lldo
while driving the nevgll)ll%ge::lzagngi’n21256viv :

,/ | Hill climbs come easy.

In Western Germany contact: Egbert Menke, 4050-Moenchengladbach-
Rheindahlen, Erkelenzerstr. 8. Tel: 02161/29091.

Fahrzeughaus Wiegmann, 2800 Bremen, Waller Heerstrasse 199.

Tel: 0421/383244. ;

Horst Baecker, Automobile, 2850 Bremerhaven, Industriestr. 27/29.
Tel: 0471/24442. Telex: 0238801.
Neotechnik, Goethe & Prior, 4800

Bielefeld, Herforder Str. 110/114.
Tel: 0521/61637. Telex: 0932513, :

Wichmann & Co., 1000 Berlin-31, Wilhelmsaue 39/41. Tel: 031 1/862350.

Telex: 0183501.
Feldmann & Co. GmbH., 4770 Soest, Arnbergerstr. 7. Tel: 02921/3842
Schwarzwald-Auto, 7630 Lahr, Offenburger Strasse 5. Tel: 07821/2378.

el . -
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CTOR?

Why not sign on
with Stanley Gibbons
who can help you
with your hobby

STANLEY GIBBONS LTD.
| APPROVAL DEPT. (S)
| 391 STRAND I
LONDON WC2R 0LX
|Please send me your colour brochure and a trial
selection of Mint/Used.................. stamps on approval.
| NAMIE. ..o vneiersssisisiio o T S |
ADDRESS

Tommy Atkins’ Children

by Col N T St John Williams

Relates the fascinating but little-known story of the Army’s education
of its children over the past 300 years. The story begins in 1675, with the
school at Tangier provided for the Garrison’s soldiers and children by
Charles II, when he received Tangier as part of his wife’s dowry, and
ends with the formation of the tri-Service Organisation established in
the Army Department with a world-wide responsibility for the education
of all service children.

CHILD EDUCATION

‘—a story of magnificent concern for the education of the children of
Service personnel—packed with fascinating extracts from the drmy’s
professional records—'

ARMY QUARTERLY AND DEFENCE JOURNAL
*This book is well documented, and some of the extracts quoted by
the author are entertaining as well as revealing’.
£1.75 (by post £1.84)

Please send your orders or requests for free lists of
titles (specifying subject/s) to Her Majesty’s Stationery
Office, P6A(SOL), Atlantic House, Holborn Viaduct,
London ECIP 1BN :

HMSO
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Securicor have just the job
for you in Givvy Street

Securicor is Britain’s largest and fastest growing security

organisation with more than 190 branches all over the

country. ; :

This means that when you leave the Service, there sa

good chance that Securicor can offer you a job that's right . Y
up your street. A well-paid job with plenty of activity, variety, security, promotion
opportunities, free uniform, sick pay and pension schemes. :

Start securing your future now. Read Services Re-Settlement Bulletin No. 2/71 and
have a chat with your Re-Settlement Officer about the excellent career
opportunities with Securicor. Then drop a line, giving your age, service career
details and where you plan to live. :

To: The Employment Officer, Securicor Ltd., 40, Wilton Road, London, S.W.I.
Phone: 01-834 541 |

sen“l‘il:nl‘ MAKE SECURITY YOUR BUSINESS

'_"Jl"fl“""II||!|IIIIIIIIlIIIII|||I||I““'"I"llll”llll"ll:' xrr — L - rr HOLIDAY Ac'ﬂ"“onl'ﬂo"

E s g : You can start your civilian job today! rov X1 AEFRES HOTELOR Titngton
= THE MOST CERTAIN WAY = H g g E Pl for brochure] 33456
Zis by means ulzn R.R.C. home study course. = Well, not quite, but you can start the preparation. Especially if you R::I:Ia(n?;ﬂar:::er.:': Ilr and Mrs E'i;rgl?ld.mlgl
= .C.E, A tancy, = inki i i I family hotel, 2 minutes o sea witl ouble
£ Banking. ivil Sereice, Computar Appreciation, 5 are thinking of starting your own business. and 1 'single badrooms on 3 foors. (ift for the
= Insurance, Law, Local Government, Marketing, £ Our Managing Director (an ex Regular Army Man) had exactly the elderly). Lounge, dining room and cloakroom
= Secretaryship, Taxation etc. Over 205000% 4 Y ground floor. Hot & cold, elec. heaters all rooms,
= successes. Many 1st places, To find out about = same problems. Part central ﬁeaﬁng.T.V.’Su?atangﬂl&sahfllé.t
= - = . L .w, B,
ey Ly Kyl it Perhaps having solved his, he could help to solve yours. oyl b oo o g gty
S THE RAPID RESULTS COLLEGE, = Start your civilian job today—write to:— Special party rates for clubs, senior citizens, etc,
S DeptIM2 Tuition House, London SW1S40S = KINGSBURY ASSOCIATES, 4th Floor Clarendon House thraughaut ha saeson, speciel sl S
S Tel: 01-947 2211 Accredited by C.A.C.C.= 11/12 Clifford Street, London, WI1X IRB. Royal Alfred Merchant Seamen's Society.
:IIIIIIIIIIIII‘II|IIIII“lllll|"|||i||"|”l||"|”‘|||||||||||;

EXPORT CARS™
AUSTIN . TRIUMPH . VOLKSWAGEN . M.G. . FORD

g cp:'_hgy.r

b e

% YOU SAVE MIONEY % Direct Shipment This is simple, you send the money and
Apart from the substantial savings of tax-free purchase, you can we arrange shipment of the car.
be sure of keen prices and fair part exchange from Weir Lodge.

% Part Exchange Any vehicle accepted in part exchange.

% U.K. Emigrant May purchase a new car at our concessional  Outstanding H.P. payments settled without fuss and bother.

prices, with use in U.K. for 6 months when it must then be exported

or P. Tax paid. % Guaranteed Repurchase
If you are on holiday in U.K. and

% H.M. Forces May obtain an additional saving on Triumph, Wwish to purchase a tax-free car, you

VW or Ford. may use it in U.K. for one year

r before exporting it or reselling it.

% Businessmen Again six months use in U.K. then a minimum  This scheme can save you

of one year overseas and two years on return to U.K. before you enormous self-drive charges.

sell the car will escape P. Tax altogether.

%* WE LOOK AFTER THE DETAILS
Paper-work is a problem—but just leave it to us we will take care of -----

all the details. Please sgnd me details of your export
WE|H lnnGE GABABE l'l'n l fzrr;siirt\:rcees.ted in the following car(s).
BRIDGE ROAD, CHERTSEY, SURREY. I NAME ... 000.oconsnsd s crisaE L
ADDRESS | .l iyvvasiivssininniis s S e
CHERTSEY 64264-62047
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YOURS FREE 3¢ WORTH £2
% 25 WEEKS TO PAY
PACKED WITH BARGAINS!

Only Wigfalls At Home offers you so
much. The best commission in the business.
And 25 weeks to pay. And a big, beautiful catalogue
that’s over 600 pages long. It's valued at £2 and packed
with bargains. And gives you the chance to make new

friends. It's worth looking into —there’s a lot to get excited
over. And all postal expenses are paid. With Wigfalls At Home!

Now the highest commission in the business!

1 WIGFALLS At Home

310KF

:_meALLs MAIL ORDER PO BOX 99, BOLTON, LANCS.

2
g Plea.se send me my own Wigfalls At Home catalogue and tell me about running I
family shopping groups. | am over 18. BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE.

I Name ! o .
g Rank & number |
. Address > .
|

el

BADGES, PLAQUES & SCARVES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks.
Also attractive WALL PLAQUES and CAR BADGES at £2-30p each. Fine
quality Saxony Wraps in regimental colours (University style 60" x 10%)
for £1-90p each; Regimental TIES £1-10p terylene, £1-50p silk. List from;

D. J. PARKINSON H.M. Services Hand Embroiderers

(Dept. S.) 124, VALLEY DRIVE, BRIGHTON BNI 5FF, SUSSEX
(Callers:- 15, ALBERT ROAD . BRIGHTON 1)

LIANEIVHIE

SOUNDNRIONS

FOR HOUSE PUREIASS NOW

barwick
associates
limited

4 York Row, Wisbech
Cambridgeshire
Tel. Wisbech 2711 (4 lines)

Member of
the Corporation of
Insurance Brokers

Please provide me with details
of the service you offer

Name
Address

S4n2
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bli.y a For larger items of

° this kind, there is
attleship? e
® the convenience of
a cheque book. It’s just a part of NatWest’s
service that you should not be without.
After all, life’s financial affairs have
a way of getting more complicated as time
goes on. But as soon as you open a bank
account you can bring everything under
control.
Because the bank is there to help and
provide you with an expert service.
Send us the coupon or call in and ask
for details of the bank’s services, and of the
preferential terms available to members
of the Services.

We have more than 3,400 branches
throughout England and Wales. And that
means we’re in more places than any

other bank.

& National Westminster Bank

Simply there to help

| Communications Department, National Westminster Bank, P.O. Box 34, 22 Old Broad Street, London E.C.2.
| Please send me details of your sérvices.

| __Address.
I

Name
{BLOCK LETTERS, PLEASE)

I
I

I

I

|

|

I

I

I

I

|

I
I
I
|
I
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
|
I
I
|
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
Itﬂ
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SOLDIER
to Soldier

Once again SOLDIER apologies for delays
in production. During the miners’ strike
the consequent electricity cuts reduced
the printers to a three-day working week.
Despite the difficulties and overall backlog
of work they made every effort to catch up
but were then hit by an overtime ban.

For SOLDIER the electricity cuts came as
an unexpected burden on top of the
difficulties of producing the last eight
issues with only half its writing staff of
two. A vacancy occurred in early July last
year and the writing staff will not be back
to full strength until a few days before
publication of this issue.

During this period the magazine uprooted
itself from Holloway, moved to Aldershot
and, leaving behind its locally living
employees who did not wish to move, had
to recruit a third of its staff.

But bear with us—all will be back to normal
as soon as is humanly possible.

*

This month SOLDIER offers a print of the
official portrait of the Prince of Wales in
the uniform of Colonel-in-Chief of The
Royal Regiment of Wales. Details are on
page 34 of this issue.

Also available now, at £3.50, is the 1971
bound volume. Fully bound volumes for
1964, 1965, 1966, 1967, 1968 and 1969 (at
£2.50 each) and for 1970 at £3.50 are also in
stock. These volumes are bound in red
buckram with title, volume number and
year in gilt on the spine.

Next month will see an extension of
military books available to readers through
the magazine. SOLDIER has for some time
offered titles in the “Famous Regiments”
series edited by Lieutenant-General Sir
Brian Horrocks and is to add other military
books by the same publisher, Leo Cooper/
Seeley Service, and also military books
from the publishing house of Frederick
Muller.

*

Readers who wish to see the full range of
military prints and meet the magazine’s
staff will want to make a diary note of the
1972 public displays at which SOLDIER
‘will have its own stand. They are the
Aldershot Army Display (17-18 June,
Rushmoor Arena, Aldershot); Armex 72
(30 June, 1-2 July, Dartmouth Park, West
Bromwich); Artillery Day, Larkhill (15
July); and the Royal Artillery At Home,
Woolwich (15-16 September).

And, while your diary is still handy, a
reminder that 13 May is the date of this
year's gala concert by the Band of the
Royal Military School of Music at the
Royal Festival Hall, London. Guest artistes
will be Vera Lynn and Roy Castle. Seats at
£1.20, £1.00, 80p, 60p and 50p are bookable
at the Festival Hall box office (01-928
3191), at agents and at the Royal Military
School of Music, Kneller Hall, Twickenham.
Anothereventinaid of the Army Benevolent
Fund—and charitable funds of The House-
hold Division—is beating Retreat, on
Horse Guards Parade, London, by the
mounted bands, trumpeters, massed bands,
pipes and drums of The Household Division,
This is on 23, 24 and 25 May and tickets
(seats £1.00, 50p: standing 25p) are
obtainable from 155 Charing Cross Road,
London WC2 (01-4341171) and 4/5 Charing
Cross, London SW1.

Big

for cash or HP

through Naafi

Naafi doesn’t actually sell you the.car or caravan.
Naafi's part of the deal is to see that it costs you

as little as possible. Thisis how:

DISCOUNTS FROM 71% to 13%
OFF THE BASIC PRICE of most
popular British cars and 7% to 10% OFF
touring caravans, bought through a Naafi
introduction, from a dealer in the UK for
UK or overseas use.

SPECIAL EXPORT DISCOUNT OF
15% OFF many Austin, Morris, Triumph
and Rover cars bought through a Naafi
introduction if you are being posted
abroad from the UK or from one overseas
country to another.

FIRST CLASS HP TERMS and low
H P charges without strings such as
annual subscriptions.

DELIVERY TO SUIT YOUR CON-
VENIENCE - car to airport when you
arrive in the UK to your home town or new
station ; your caravan to your home town
in UK or to an overseas port.

THESE ARE THE
WORLD WIDE ADVANTAGES
OF USING NAAFIHP

[] Entitlement to full dealer services re-
tained[ ] Free personal insurance[ | Insur-
ance cover against three quarters of your
liability to purchase tax and import duty
on a car — subject to simple conditions —
if prematurely repatriated from overseas
[ ] Naafi provides deposit saving facilities
to build up a deposit for a future purchase.

Naafi will also finance the purchase of
used cars in UK and Germany.

SEE YOUR NAAFI MANAGER FOR FULL
DETAILS OR IN CASE OF DIFFICULTY
COMPLETE THIS COUPON WITHOUT
OBLIGATION.

Car Sales Manager, Naafi, London SE 11
Please send me details of Naafi HP facilities
without obligation. I am interested in

NAME EE-X el bd e
(block lerters)

ADDRESS 2 ot - .
(block letrers)

o - future purchase)

[} New car forusein.....

State model. .

[[1 New touring caravan

[[] Used car PO.S ¢
Al this
[] Deposit saving (to
enable me to build today

up a deposit for a
Please tick whichever applies
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AIRFIX NEWCOMERS

D.H.C.2 Beaver
This multi-purpose plane —
originally designed for use
in Canada — has been
flown by some twenty air
forces.

The detailed 72nd scale
Airfix kit can be built as
either D.H.C.2 or U-6A
versions, with wheels, skis
or floats. Ideal modelfor
civil conversions.

Price 35p

H.M.S. Manxman
This 600th scale kit builds into

the high speed minelayer Manxman

as she was in World War ll. Accurate
detail includes pom poms, <
life rafts, paravanes and
searchlights. Price 25p

Porsche 917

A highly successful combination of efficient
power unit and lightweight streamlined body!
The 32nd scale Airfix kit builds

into Gulf promoted
version, with highly
detailed front and
rear suspension.
Price 25p

British Paratroopers
This action-packéd
29-piece set features
seven different
types of

figures all

in full combat
uniform —

including officer
with map case and
stengun, radio
operator and sniper.
Big, 32nd scale
means there’s plenty
= of detail in
uniforms and weapons.
Price 36p

Now E) £J €] kits in the Airfix range!

Available from all good hobby shops and F.W. Woaolworth: ask for the catalogue. There's also news,
articles, conversions for modefling enthusiasts every month in Airfix Magazine. 15p from your model shop
or newsagent
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BERKELEY
SQUARE

GARAGES
LIMITED

We believe our many Service
customers will readily agree

we offer really first class
personal assistance in supply of
new and used cars at most
attractive prices for both Home
and Export use.

Officially appointed dealers for
leading British manufacturers,
we can offer with very
competitive availability, all
models made by Daimler,
Jaguar, Rover, Austin, Morris,
M.G., Wolsely, Ford,

VYauxhall, Hillman, Humber,
and Triumph for whom we are
London’s main area dealer.

Write or telephone now to

our H.M. Forces Sales

Division at the address below
for quotations of those cars
which interest you, stating
specification of colour and
extras required, delivery dates
place if possible and whether
for U.K. or Export,

Free of Purchase Tax.

BERKELEY SQUARE
GARAGES LIMITED

South Side Vauxhall Bridge

59/61 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON, S.E.1.

01-735 5321

British Army headdress

Bell top shako
1835 - 1843

The bell top shako was authorised for use
by the British Army on 27 August 1835 and
followed directly after the regency shako
(SOLDIER October 1971).

Its body, of black beaver for officers and
black felt for other ranks, was originally
six inches high but this was raised to 63
inches in 1842, The top was of black glazed
leather sunken half an inch and 11 inches
across. The top and headband of the shako
were bound in leather and the sides were
strengthened by a broad leather V which
connected the top and bottom bands. The
peak was of black lacquered leather. The
chinscales were of brass backed with leather
and were attached to either side of the
shako by an ornamental boss.

The shako plate was in the shape of a
large seven pointed star and was of regi-
mental pattern. The 8th (King’s) Regiment
plate bore the garter belt with motto ‘“Honi
soit qui mal y pense” with the running
horse over the Roman numerals VIII. The
Rifle Brigade fittings were all in bronze,
the plate bearing the brigade badge and
battle honours.

A worsted ball tuft ornamented the top
front of the shako, white for Grenadier
companies, green for light infantry and the
Rifle Brigade and red and white for the
remainder. The other ranks’ helmet plate
was of cast brass, round in shape and bound
round the edge with a wreath of oak and
laurel leaves surmounted by a crown. In
the centre was the number of the regiment.

The 7lst Regiment (Highland Light
Infantry) wore a similar pattern shako to the
infantry of the line except that it was in blue
cloth and had a diced border around the
headband. This regiment was also permit-
ted to wear black plaited caplines, a privi-
lege which continued until 1878 when
the regiment continued with the shako in-
stead of adopting the home service or blue
cloth helmet (SOLDIER January 1971).

C Wilkinson-Latham

You can open a bank account
with Lloyds Bank.

After 1st April, the Army can
only issue your pay through a bank
account. And the only way you can
draw your money out is to open your
own bank account.

Lloyds have been bankers to the
Army for over 200 years now and that
means we know a very great deal
about providing a full banking service
for soldiers.

And we'll be very happy to tell
you all about the ins and outs of a
bank account, including savings,
investments, loans, insurance or any
other money matter you care to
mention.

So if you're one of the Warrant
Officers or Sergeants without a bank
account we'd be delighted to see you.
Call in at your local Lloyds branch
either in your home town or
regimental depot, and we'll be glad to
open a bank account for you.

Further details can be obtained
from your Unit Paymaster. If you are
stationed abroad, you should contact
vour Unit Paymaster or the Services
Liaison Officer, Lloyds Bank Limited,
6 Pall Mall, London SW1Y SNH.

Lloyds
Bank
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Three thousand servicemen sail to the Caril_a_b_ean
for Britain’s biggest joint services amphibious
exercise since World War Two EEE

un pirate

: T was dawn. A great golden scarab, the
Pictures: sun climbed the Caribbean sky, bath-
Arthur Blundell ing the horizon with brilliant intensity.

Martin Adam Off Vieques Island, some 20 miles south-
east of Puerto Rico, a task force of six
Royal Navy and Royal Fleet Auxiliary
ships stretched across Chiva Bay like a great
steel band.

On board some 3000 men of the Navy,
Army, Air Force and Royal Marines waited
impatiently for the signal to start Exercise
“Sun Pirate.” Many licked their already
drying lips. The sun was already making
itself felt. By high noon it would be as great
a force to contend with as the “enemy”
waiting on the island. For most it would be
their first experience of such climatic
conditions.

Almost two weeks earlier the task force of
the dock landing ship HMS Fearless and
logistic landing ships Sir Tristram, Sir
Geraint and Sir Bedevere had sailed from a
wintry England for the ten-day trip down
the Atlantic. Almost immediately they had
been hit by a force ten gale in the dreaded
Bay of Biscay.

Sir Bedevere, a casualty of mountainous
seas which loosened one of the Mexe-flotes
strapped to her sides, put into a Spanish
port for repairs. The two-day delay post-
poned the exercise for 24 hours.

Now, after months of joint planning by
Flag Officer Carriers and Amphibious
Ships and HQ 24th Airportable Brigade,
after days of back-breaking work loading
enormous quantities of stores and supplies
aboard the ships, all of which were on over-
load, the moment of truth had arrived. Now
Britain’s largest and most complex joint
Services amphibious exercise since World
War Two was about to begin.

A flare arcing the sky signalled go. Land-
ing craft, helicopters, all else that could
float or fly, began bringing men and equip-
ment to the beach. It looked chaotic but in
a very short time the beachmaster and his
team marshalled troops and vehicles in-
land while maintenance units, recovery
vehicles and medics stood by ready to go
into operation if required.

Waterproofed Land-Rovers bounced
down landing craft ramps, cascaded water
in all directions, roared up the beach and
disappeared into the bush. One Land-
Rover, hustled ashore, hit the sandy beach
hard, catapulting a sergeant from the back
straight into the sea. Dragged out of the way
and with boots squelching, he ran after his
vehicle. His language was basic—and un-
friendly to beachmasters.

The attacking force was to secure a beach-
head, consolidate and then drive hard some
eight miles across the island to Cerro
Camacho.

The force comprised 1st Battalion, The
King’s Regiment, and 1st Battalion, The
Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, supported
by Royal Engineers, Royal Signals, 25
Light Regiment, Royal Artillery, with
six 105mm howitzers, plus the guns of

PAGE 13
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Above: Brigadier K Perkins, Commander 24th
Airportable Brigade (left) and Major-General
G C Gilbert, Commander of 3rd Division.

the frigate HMS Phoebe, and two troops of
The Royal Hussars with their Centurion
tanks and Stalwarts.

Along the dust tracks long columns of
troops wound their way like the island’s
now-extinct snakes, eliminated by the im-
ported mongoose which now itself invests
Vieques. Carrying packs of up to 60 pounds,
young soldiers from un-exotic Barrow,
Carlisle, Wilton and Bulford slogged on and
up to the forward positions, their sweat
mingling with the dust on their faces.

On one of these tracks SOLDIER met
tall, deep-voiced Lieutenant Gordon Roper,
a ship’s draughtsman in civilian life and
now in charge of the only Territorial Army
Volunteer Reserve troops involved in the
exercise.

“We were asked only a few weeks
before Fearless sailed—we came by sea—
if we would like to join the exercise. We
jumped at the chance. The lads are delight-
ed. They wouldn’t have missed it for the
world. It meant that employers had to be
asked to give the men six weeks off work and
they responded magnificently.” As Lieu-
tenant Roper led his 33 Lancastrian Volun-
teers away their broad Lancashire humour
confirmed that their tails were up.

b Xty s
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Above: A four-ton lorry ploughs into the
water before landing on Vieques Island.

Below: Soldiers of The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment after their arrival on Vieques.

-

On the left flank the “Dukes” had run
into a minefield. Sappers of 3 Field Squad-
ron began the laborious and delicate pro-
cess of sweeping and probing. While held
up the Dukes camouflaged themselves
against air observation from the Sioux and
Scout helicopters of 666 Army Aviation
Squadron buzzing around the area.

As the long hot day drew to a close the
troops prepared for the night and for a
particularly unpleasant inhabitant of these
Caribbean islands, the tarantula spider.
Dusk became known as ‘“‘tarantula time.”

The second day saw continuation of
“winkling out” the enemy and live firing
by the infantry, the pack-howitzers of 25
Light Regiment and guns of The Royal
Hussars” Centurions.

Most of the enemy were captured but
some escaped to the British Virgin Isles
80 miles away. Ordered to finish them off,
the Dukes and King’s embarked aboard
Fearless and Sir Bedevere and, like Sir
Francis Drake centuries before them, sailed
down into the sapphire seas of his channel,
anchoring two miles off Tortola, haven of
those old seafarers.

Somehow the sleek grey ships seemed
absurdly out of place—one searched the
horizon for tall-masted, white-sailed ships
flying the skull and crossbones and ready to
drop anchor in “Deadmans Bay” or off
“Dead Chest” Island.

Norman Island, reputedly Robert Louis
Stevenson’s Treasure Island, was very
different from the glamourised Hollywood




s e FRONT COVER

Men of The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment making an amphibious
landing at Chiva Bay, Vieques, a
small island 20 miles east of
Puerto Rico, during Exercise Sun
Pirate held in the Caribbean.
Picture by Martin Adam.

BACK COVER
Men of A Company, 1st Battalion,
The King’s Regiment, on hilltop
reconnaissance on Norman Island
(said to have inspired the book
“Treasure Island”) during Sun
Pirate’s Virgin Isles phase.
Picture by Martin Adam.

version. The beach of Benures Bay where
the attackers had to land was but a few feet
wide; the troops were immediately con-
fronted by perverse vegetation. Tall trees,
densely packed, and the space between
them profuse with vicious thorn bushes and
enormous cactus plants 12 to 15 feet high—
all of it seemingly impervious to lustily
swung machetes.

It was nature’s own barbed wire and a
formidable obstacle. Making life even more
difficult, the enemy crested Norman Hill,
450 feet above the beach. And the inevitable
sun burned down.

The first wave of troops entered Benures
Bay in the early hours of the morning in a
landing craft. Its coxswain was astonished
to see a small fleet of American-owned and
very expensive yachts, cabin cruisers and
power boats anchored there, leaving him
very little room for manoeuvre, With con-
siderable skill he piloted his ungainly craft
between two of them only to be met with a
hail of “fire” from the enemy. During a
lull a head poked out from a porthole and a
weary American voice drawled, ‘“Hey,
buddy, if we surrender now can we get back
to------ sleep ?”’

The SOLDIER team went in with A
Company of the King’s, commanded by
Major Colin Denning, a calm, quietly
spoken ex-paratrooper who knew exactly
how to get the best out of his soldiers. His

Above: A trio of sappers sets to work making
this “minefield” harmless to the attackers.

Below: With the blue Caribbean waters and
lush green vegetation providing a backdrop,
a Scout of 666 Army Aviation Squadron
lands on the flight deck of HMS Fearless.

Eighteen
hours
a day

Behind the scenes Captain Ted Stark
and his small team from 29 Movement
Control Regiment, Royal Corps of
Transport, worked an average of 18
hours a day, manning the exercise move-
ment control 24 hours a day seven days
a week.
Captain Stark and his team of six,
headed by Staff-Sergeant Vince Bar-
ratt (at his desk, above), arrived in
Puerto Rico 16 days ahead of the main
force. The detachment handled in some
ay every ship, aircraft and vehicle
nnected with Exercise Sun Pirate and
was responsible for organising trans-
portation, utilisation and co-ordination,
accommodation, messing, repatriation
of compassionate cases—there were
three—and casualty evacuation.
In addition the team personally off-
loaded a Royal Air Force Britannia
which had landed at another United
States base and loaded and lashed loads
on an RAF Andover. On two occasions
small teams were sent to Vieques
Island to document Andover flights.
As if that were not enough these human
dynamos also helped the Royal Navy
stores detachment and in the first two
days of the exercise handled 155 pack-
ages from Ark Royal, there in con-
nection with the visit of Princess M
garet to the British Virgin Islés. And
they arranged some 70 sorties for the
RAF Andovers.
The success of Sun Pirate was in no
small degree due to the enormous
energy and expertise of this hard-work-
ing detachment whose parent unit has,
since the beginning of 1971, operated
in 38 countries.
Captain Stark made the point that the
troops and their commanders were
exercising—mistakes could be of value
in teaching a lesson for the future. “But
for the detachment it’s for real. We are
not exercising but doing our job and if
we make mistakes the exercise could be
stopped or impaired in some way,
probably seriously.”
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Wherever the soldier is he expects his
mail—and the Royal Engineers see
that he gets it. Exercise Sun Pirate,
admits Staff-Sergeant D Cooper,was one
of his more difficult tasks. Staff Cooper,
of 3rd Division Postal and Courier
Communications Unit, was given the
job of setting up and running three
field post offices to cope with incoming
and outgoing mail. One dealt with the
mounting base at Roosevelt Roads, the
second with the troops on Vieques
Island and the third handled, from
Bridgetown, Barbados, the round-the-
islands flag-flying tour which followed
the exercise.

Above left: First day of the second part
of the exercise. The “enemy” forces unload
stores from a helicopter on Cooper Island.

Above: Soldier hacks away at stubborn growth
while clearing landing area for helicopters.

Far left: Major Bill King gives instructions
at a dawn briefing of the enemy before they
take up their positions on the four islands.

Below left: A Land-Rover trailer is offloaded
by ship’s crane from Sir Bedevere on to the
quay at Tortola in the British Virgin Isles.

company achieved all its objectives and
rounded up the enemy ahead of the sched-
uled time despite Trojan efforts by the
enemy of Royal Engineers, Royal Signals,
and Royal Pioneers, all under the command
of Captain C S Boxhall-Hunt, Royal Horse
Artillery.

Then a hair raising, skin-ripping scramble
from the crest of West Hill down to the
beach 425 feet below to be picked up by
naval Wessex helicopters. A short flight
back to Fearless and Exercise Sun Pirate
was over.

Major-General G C Gilbert, commanding
3rd Division, told SOLDIER that he was
very pleased with the way that the Army
had moved into amphibious warfare so
smoothly considering that it was the first
time since the last war that so large a force
had moved from an English winter into a
climate of such sharp contrast and had been
able immediately to conduct an exercise
on that scale.

He also said he was impressed by the
performance of the troops “due no doubt
to the maintenance of their fitness at sea
despite the extremely bad weather they
encountered, and to their discipline in
water consumption.”

He was delighted to know there had been
remarkably few heat casualties and that
those who did succumb were very soon back
in the exercise.

General Gilbert expressed great appre-
ciation for “the tremendous co-operation
from the Royal Navy and the American
Marine Corps, whose COIN (counter-
insurgency) aircraft worked so well with
the British forces.”

There was praise too for the co-operation
of the Government and officials of the
British Virgin Islands during the busy high
season holiday period.




Captain Rory Stewart, of 1st Battalion,
The King’s Regiment, who calls him-
self “a bitof a middle-distance runner,”
was challenged to a three-mile race by
the champion of the US Marine Corps.
Despite not being fully acclimatised
and despite an uncomfortable trip out—
he is not a good sailor—he accepted.
At the start line the Marine was full of
advice—*‘. . .it’s a hot day, man, and
wegota long ways to go. A slowstart and
a fast finish is the best way.” Captain
Stewart replied by taking an immediate
50-yard lead and beating the American
out of sight by over a minute for the
full course.

Above: Men of A Company, 1st Battalion, The
King’s Regiment, disembark at Norman Island.

Right: Major Colin Denning, King’s, in hot
pursuit of the enemy through dense jungle.

Below left: Twilight and there’s time for
a quiet chat on the deck of Sir Bedevere.

Below: Troops squat in the undergrowth and
keep a watchful eye open for enemy patrols.




s

Who's for
rallying?

Story by John Walton

HE voice on the telephone was calm

I and reassuring. “I’ve got a car in

which I’'ve done a bit of rallying and
thought you might like to have a ride in it.”
A nice little spin in the countryside—how
pleasant! So off went a SOLDIER team to
meet the owner of the voice, Major John
Hemsley, a company commander at the
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst.

The car, a Group 2 British Leyland Motor
Corporation Maxi, which had competed in
five major international rallies in the pre-
vious 12 months, was at the end of its ral-
lying career. But, just for SOLDIER, it
would do a lap of honour on the Old Dean
Common at Camberley.

Soon we were tearing along muddy
tracks, through puddles, becoming air-
borne over hump-backed ridges and sliding
round sharp bends. “Don’t worry, this
car’s never hit anything yet” grinned the
major as a pine tree jumped out into our
path and then disappeared again.

A few minutes later Major Hemsley pull-
ed up, handed out crash helmets and told us:
“Now I expect you’d like to experience the
real thing!” With a confidence we were far
from feeling we nodded, gritted our teeth
and- were off—through a terrifying mael-
strom of hills, valleys, ruts and chasms,
miraculously avoiding such obstacles as
trees which had fallen across the track.

“The navigator usually doesn’t look at
the road at all,” said the ice-cool major as
we sped through puddles like small ponds
at 60 miles an hour. Not surprising, we
thought, particularly when we considered
the bewildering array of dials and gadgets on
the dashboard. The navigator’s role in ral-
lying is clearly vital. :

The nightmare switchback continued
with the driver imparting more bits of val-
uable and confidence-building information
... “The trouble with this car is that it is
- clapped and the sump guard is liable to
come off. In that case we shall either pole-
vault over it or it will rip the mountings
off.”

Suddenly a housing estate came into
view and the ride was over. We looked at
- our watches—less than ten minutes with a
thrill a second. Yet on rallies cars often travel
thousands of miles in far worse conditions.
The Maxi, in its hectic year of life, had
completed 14,000 miles of rallying. Driven
by Major Hemsley and Artificer Sergeant-
Major Frank Webber, of the School of
Mechanical and Electrical Engineers, it
made its first appearance in the 1970 RAC
Rally.

In the 1971 Monte Carlo Rally it was put
out only five hours from the end, when
leading its class, with an electrical fault. Two
hours from the end a broken drive shaft
put paid to its Circuit of Ireland hopes—
again when it was well placed.

In the Scottish Rally the car took second-
in-class award and in the 1971 RAC event
won the Garrard Trophy, the Services
award. Owned by Whites, a Camberley
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Rally car becomes airborne for a moment as it hurtles over a slippery ridge at 60 mph.

garage, it is rallied under the auspices of the
British Army Motoring Association, with
highly trained Army crews in support.

As we tottered away to a sedate saloon
car our legs were weak but there was a
strange sense of exhilaration—rallying cer-
tainly has something.

The final word lay with Major Hemsley:
“The sort of rate we were doing today is
what you would do with a car which was
very sick indeed. You just hobble along.”

How do | join?

So how do I join the British Army Motor-
ing Association to become a rally driver or
navigator ? The answer, if you are a serving
soldier, is that you do not—you are already
a member of the association.

BAMA was formed in 1960 with the ob-
jects of improving the standards of driving
and servicing Army motor vehicles, encour-
aging road safety by sponsoring and con-
trolling competitive motoring in the Army,
laying down rules and regulations for the
conduct of competitive motoring within the
Army, controlling the entry of Army teams
in outside motoring events, and controlling
any forms of motoring activity within the
Army which might be considered to have
training or recruiting value.

BAMA is allowed to enter only two inter-

national rallies in a year but for ordinary E

closed and home events there are no re-
strictions. A soldier may be able to enter a
unit Land-Rover in a rally under the BAMA
flag in which case he will get his petrol sup-
plied and any repairs will be carried out in
Army workshops.

The association has a representative in most
districts and, says its secretary, Lieutenant-
Colonel James Lowe: “If a chap fancies
being a driver or a navigator he should con-
tact the representative and say he is inter-
ested.

Every other year the British Army driving
championships are held under the auspices
of BAMA and in Britain a rally event is run
for the Reserve Army.

A soldier can enter his own private vehicle
in an outside event as a member of the
association as it is recognised as a club
affiliated to the Royal Automobile Club.
International rallying forms only a very
small part of BAMA activities and there are
only about 40 members who take part in
international events.

Says Colonel Lowe: “Rallying is a recog-
nised form of training, which is why
drivers get the use of petrol and so on. Com-
petitive driving turns out a better driver
because it makes him self-reliant. If the car
stops he has to be able to find out why. Itis

finishing which counts—not speed in the

early stages.”

:




Wining and Dining
on the Western Front
by LARRY
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““ This goes to MOD, this to UKLF, this is the
scrambler and this is the Old Boy network.’’
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Introducing
HQ UKLF

N the most significant change the
IArmy in the United Kingdom has

seen in more than 60 years, the present
four commands are to disappear and be
replaced by a single command—Head-
quarters United Kingdom Land Forces,
based at Wilton, near Salisbury.

This new headquarters came into being
at the beginning of this month and the
headquarters of Southern Command (at
Hounslow) and Army Strategic Command
(also at Wilton) have already disappeared.
HQ Western Command at Chester will be
phased out in August and HQ Northern
Command (York) in December. The
reduction of the present 12 district head-
quarters to ten will be completed by 31
March next year.

Through the new UKLF headquarters
the Commander-in-Chief UKLF (General
Sir Basil Eugster, formerly GOC-in-C
Southern Command) will command all
troops in the United Kingdom—Regulars,
reservists and cadets. He will have a
lieutenant-general as deputy and major-
generals as chief of staff and in charge of
administration.

Scotland and Northern Ireland districts
will continue to be commanded by
lieutenant-generals with headquarters re-
maining at Edinburgh and Lisburn. South
East District, at Aldershot, will be up-
graded to lieutenant-general and the re-
maining seven districts will still be com-
manded by major-generals.

The two reductions are achieved by
incorporating the present East Midland
District (headquarters, Nottingham) into
Eastern District with headquarters remain-
ing at Colchester, and by amalgamating
the present Yorkshire (Yarm), Northumb-
rian (Catterick) and North West (Preston)
districts to form North East District
(new headquarters at York) and North
West district (Preston).

Headquarters 3rd Division is to remain,
with command of the field force fully
integrated into HQ UKLF.

The new headquarters is deliberately
being kept small and compact as it will be
an executive headquarters and will not get
involved in the day-to-day detail of
administration (which will be handled at
district level). It will deal with any ex-
ceptional issues which arise from district
headquarters and 3rd Division, apply
Ministry of Defence policy, undertake
planning tasks within the United Kingdom,
exercise training and operational control
of the Army in UK and meet the need for
direction and co-ordination ~between
districts.

There will therefore be a considerable




degree of delegation of authority, particu-
larly to district commanders who, without
constant reference upwards, will be able
to take many more of the day-to-day
decisions necessary for running the Army
in the United Kingdom. They will have
far wider financial powers and, for the
first time, their own financial advisers to
help them. These advisers, district sec-
retaries, and their staffs, will be an integral
part of the new district headquarters and
will also manage civilians employed by the
Army in their districts.

The command structure changes arise
from an Army Board decision in 1969 to
set up a special staff, headed by Major-
General C H Stainforth, to examine
the possibility of a single headquarters.
The Army had become smaller and it was
felt that there were ‘“‘too many chiefs and
not enough Indians.” General Stainforth’s

“‘ Yes, this is command headquarters, administra-
tion branch, Brigadier Biggles’ office—and this
is 607 Private Jones, defaulter, speaking !”’

staff quickly came to the conclusion that a
single headquarters would work only if the
vast majority of day-to-day business was
carried on at a lower level and hence
advocated “‘management by exception”
under which three broad categories would
be referred upwards from district level—
cases where the commander lacked the
necessary resources to meet a need, where
decisions should be made by someone of
greater experience or broader vision, and
where co-ordination was required.

The Army Board accepted the proposals
and a small staff was then appointed, under
Brigadier R P S Erskine-Tulloch, to
monitor the re-writing of all regulations, a
mammoth task which is now well in hand.

General Stainforth’s staff had begun
its studies by going back to the beginning
of this century when a similar dilemma
faced the Army. The Boer War had gone
badly and one of the major reasons for
this had been the lack of initiative and
power of decision-making at lower levels.

In the report of a reorganisation com-
mittee in 1904, Lord Esher wrote: “The
natural results of an inordinately centralised
system have been the destruction of
initiative throughout the Army. Officers
have been brought up in peacetime to
refer everything to superior authority and
to shun the responsibility of taking action.”
The Esher report brought sense to a
chaotic command structure by forming the
Army Council (now the Army Board),
creating a trained General Staff and
setting up four command level headquarters
to deal primarily with training and opera-
tions, with eight districts handling day-to-
day administration.

But the problem was not solved for all
time. History repeated itself and over the
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¢ | sometimes feel I shall remain
a half-colonel all my life.”’

years the command structure grew while
initiative at lower levels became more
strangulated.

Sixty-eight years after the Esher changes
the Army in the United Kingdom has been
reduced to one command and ten more-
autonomous districts to create a greater
sense of awareness and purpose at all levels,
to improve efficiency and maintain the
British Army as the finest professional
force in the world.

One UK command—and at the turn
of the century there were 17 commands
each headed by a lieutenant-general or a
major-general

From a report by Major George Forty,
of Major-General Stainforth’s staff.

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike

but they differ in ten details. Look
at them carefully. If you cannot
spot the differences see page 41.
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Is this our tree?

VERY spring since 1959 two
rare fish-hunting hawks have

winged their way thousands of
miles from North Africa to a remote
eyrie in the Scottish highlands—where
withunerring instinct they have selected
the same pine tree in which to nest.

The birds—ospreys—have become a
summer attraction. So much so that
last year an estimated 40,000 visitors
went to their nesting spot near Loch
Garten to view them through field-
glasses.

But they have also attracted less wel-
come attention. In 1966 a crank sawed
through two-thirds of the tree’s trunk,
now held together by metal supports.
Last year the eggs, which command a
high price from unscrupulous collec-
tors, were stolen.

When the ospreys return to Loch
Garten this April they will find their
summer home more secure—thanks to
men of 2nd Battalion, 51st (Highland)
Volunteers, based at Elgin.

The Volunteers spent a weekend in
the area, surrounding the battered tree
with rolls of barbed wire. This will be
supplemented by other security pre-
cautions taken by the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds to ensure that
this year the ospreys can rear their
young in peace. Verdict of the Volun-
teers 7—“A really worthwhile job of

work.”
\}
t‘
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OUR tanks stood defiantly in the
spring sunshine—two minutes later

they were engulfed in sheets of flame
—victims of the Army’s new 105mm towed
light gun, designed by the Royal Arma-
ments Research and Development Estab-
lishment and said to be the best of its kind
in the world.

The occasion was the unveiling of the
new gun by the Royal School of Artillery,
Larkhill. Accepted into service last August,
it will be with all of the Royal Artillery
regiments in the strategic reserve by the
autumn of 1974.

Draft requirements for a gun to replace
the 105mm pack-howitzer were drawn up
in 1965. What was needed was a high-per-
formance gun capable of being transported
and operated in widely different terrains.

htgun

The new 105mm light gun has been
exhaustively tested in temperatures ranging
from —30 degrees Centigrade to +53
degrees Centigrade, from hot wet and hot
dry conditions in Australia to freezing con-
ditions in Canada. Its mobility has also been:
tested over snow in Norway. It has emer-
ged with flying colours.

Its range, using the same ammunition as
the artillery’s Abbot self-propelled gun,
is about 17,000 metres (or more than ten
miles). By using a different barrel and
breech, changeable in the field, the com-
plete M1 ammunition system at present used
by pack-howitzers may be fired. Maximum
range with this combination is 11,500
metres; 1t will be employed in training in
order to use up existing shell stocks.

In addition the M1 shell can be fired




from the Abbot barrel providing a specially
designed British charge system is employed.

The new gun can be brought into action
from a folded position within two minutes
and in only one minute if unfolded. Its
maximum rate of fire is six rounds a min-
ute with three rounds per minute as a
sustained rate.

Its airlift capability is such that the gun
can be split into two loads in a matter of
minutes to enable it to be airlifted by Wes-
sex helicopters. But by using the larger
Puma helicopter the gun can be lifted com-
plete. Together with its towing vehicle it
can also be airlifted by short-range trans-
port aircraft such as the Andover.

In British service the new gun will be
towed by the one-ton forward-control
Land-Rover with a 3} litre engine, per-
manent four-wheel drive and differential
lock.

Its impressive performance on the range
at Larkhill amply illustrated why more than
a dozen overseas countries have shown an
interest in buying the new 105mm.

Left: Heave! The gunners manhandle the new b a2 » , T — . ‘#1,-,:,.;...- WAy Ay
105mm gun on to the turntable before firing. 5 : e N— -

& bl .
Below left: The new weapon is speedily and
easily linked up for towing away operations.

Right: The airborne shell is seen in this
shot of the 105mm firing at the high angle.

" Below: Rough terrain presents little problem
for the gun—towed by a one-ton Land-Rover.




Above: Captain Mervyn Lee (right), leader of
the expedition, follows a porter on a 5500
feet descent from base camp to Tamur River.

Top: The tranquil scene as members of the
Green Jackets expedition enjoy a rest day
at base camp 8500 feet above sea level.

Left: Corporal Lawrence uses a wet paint

brush to collect specimens of insects. The

rare jumping spider was caught in this way.

Far left: Heavily burdened with up to 120
Ibs on his back this Nepalese porter finds
this typical river bridge quite hard going.

T

Jackets went to Nepal—the roof

of the world and homeland of the
Gurkhas—and returned with more than
700 rare specimens of Himalayan insect
and plant life,

The idea was born in Germany two
years ago when Captain Mervyn Lee and
Lieutenant Simon Stanford-Tuck were
serving with the regiment’s 2nd Battalion.
Captain Lee had spent 18 months in
Nepal and learned Gurkhali before his
German posting.

Soon plans were under way and the
British Museum’s natural history section
said it would accept any specimens brought
back by the expedition. Battalion and
regimental support was forthcoming and
the eight-man team gathered at the Rifle
Depot in Winchester. In addition to
Captain Lee and Lieut Stanford-Tuck as
leader and deputy leader it included
Lieutenant R N R Jenkins, photographer;
Second-Lieutenant T G Bowring, treasurer;
Sergeant B A Beckett, storeman; Corporal
M R Cox, clerk; Corporal R A Lawrence,
medical orderly; and Lance-Corporal B
Croucher, assistant photographer.

The party left Britain by air, finally
travelling by train and road to Dharan
Basaar, headquarters of the British Gurkha
Line of Communication, where boxes were
opened and contents sorted into porter
loads. The 37 porters carried between 90
and 120 lbs each while the eight expedition
members bore a mere 40 lbs per man.

The expedition arrived at the market
village of Taplejung, 75 miles away, a
week later. Two days after that a base camp
was established 8500 feet above sea level
and the bulk of the porters were paid off.

Specimen-collecting trips lasting five
days each were carried out three times by
each of three teams. The trips averaged
50 to 60 miles at heights ranging from
3000 to 13,000 feet. Staple diet throughout
the expedition was locally purchased rice,
supplemented by 24-hour Army rations
and “goodies” brought from Britain.

Corporal Lawrence and Corporal Cox,
suffering from cartilage trouble and a
torn hamstring respectively, took the
specimens back to Dharan while the rest
of the party prepared for the long trek to
the fabled capital of Khatmandu. During
the following three weeks the party was
able to see much of Nepalese customs,
dress and daily life.

Lieutenant Stanford-Tuck says: “The
one common factor was the generous
and charming nature of the Nepalis.
They are extraordinary people—despite
their extreme poverty and perpetual hard-
ship they have an inborn sense of pride and
nobility.”

Christmas Day was spent en route. It
was a clear day with a covering of snow
everywhere and bright sunlight by which
to eat the Christmas dinner of chicken and
Christmas pudding.

For the eight Green Jackets the trip
would be remembered all of their lives.
Remarked Lieutenant Stanford-Tuck: “The
cost and planning involved was a small
price to pay for an experience like this.”

EIGHT men of The Royal Green

Above: A breathtaking sight—a waterfall
which froze on its way down the mountain.
Capt Lee is the tiny figure in the middle.

Left: Porters prepare a typical Nepalese
meal of rice and “dal.” Expedition members
supplemented this with “goodies” from home.




Right: Those were the days. . . Fore-and-aft
caps, battledress, service stripes and, of
course, check before leaving the pay table.

From pay
parade

to bank
account

ET another change in the Army’s

i pay system emphasises the soldier’s

new place in the society. From the
beginning of this month the warrant officer
and senior non-commissioned officer gets
something which his junior management
equivalent in civilian life has had for some
time—a monthly (instead of weekly) salary
paid direct into his bank account.

The new system—compulsory for ser-
geants and above—is also available on a
voluntary basis for lower ranks. Under it
the pay is centrally transferred into the sol-
dier’s own bank account monthly in arrear
(this credit transfer system has already been
operated by some units on a unit basis).

Tapes containing information of pay and
allowances to be credited to bank accounts
will be run off from the Royal Army Pay
Corps computers at Worthy Down and
passed to the Bankers Automated Clearance
Services for credit to accounts. An identical
operation will be used for soldiers in Rhine
Army where the tapes will go to the
Commerzbank in Frankfurt for credit to
bank accounts in Germany.

Elsewhere, notifications will be sent to
Army pay services in each command for dis-

_bursement to bank accounts. Payments to

overseas banks will in the first instance be
limited to Rhine Army (for payments in
Germany, excluding Berlin, and at
AFCENT), British Honduras, Brunei,
Cyprus, Gibraltar, Hong Kong, Malaysia,
SHAPE, Sharjah and Singapore.

At the Ministry of Defence, SOLDIER
asked about the new system:

How will the Army wife cope with the
change from weekly ro monthly pay 7—*“We
have no advice on how to conduct house-
keeping but if necessary will give the soldier
an advance of 28 days’ pay to tide him over
initially. This will be repayable over a
period of nine months.”

What about bank charges >—“We have
obtained group terms which give the sol-
dier very advantageous rates which vary
slightly between banks. For instance if he
holds £100 in credit he may be allowed up
to 30 debits a half-year without any charge.
If he has between £50 and £100 credit he
may be allowed up to 30 for 75p and, with
under £50, 30 or fewer debits may cost
him £1.50.”

How many soldiers will the new system
cover 7—*“We expect that about half the
Army will become banking soldiers to
start with.”

What about changes in pay rates ?—If
the amount due is more than £10 a sup-
plementary payment will be made into the
bank account—if not it will be added to the
next payment.”

Is there any change for soldiers not on the
new system 7—‘‘Yes. In future they will be
paid in cash at their unit, fortnightly in
arrear, except where the commanding
officer considers it necessary for his unit to
be paid weekly.”

What are the advantages of the new
system ?—*“The idea is not just to economise
but because the Army recognises that the
soldier, particularly the sergeant and above,
is a much more responsible man and is now
in the pay stratum which really leacs him to
having a bank account.

“This means that we are doing away
with some of the paternalism which has
surrounded the soldier but it does not mean
we are going to leave him high and dry. We
shall still pay his allotments although we
hope in time that the soldier will graduate to
doing this through normal banking facilities
such as standing orders.

“If he cannot get to the bank and draw
money we shall allow him to cash a cheque
through his unit imprest account.”

Left: Controlling console of the Pay Corps
computer, opened at Worthy Down in 1960.

Below: Operating a card punch, an operation
on one of the Army’s first large computers.




Right: Captain Keogh’s horse Comanche held
by Trooper Korn, Comanche’s attendant. Left
is Lieutenant (later major-general) Nowlan.

Comanche
rode
alone

USTER’S last battle was over. His
‘ body and those of some 200 officers

and men under his direct command
littered the ridge by the side of the Little
Big Horn river in Montana.

When the scouts of General Terry’s
main column reached the battlefield soon
after Colonel Custer’s defeat, they surveyed
the gruesome scene. Many of the bodies
had been stripped naked and mutilated by
the victorious Indians.

Only one living thing moved among the
piles of dead. The lone survivor was a
horse, Comanche, the charger of Captain
Myles Keogh. Comanche was a sorry sight,
badly wounded by arrow and bullet; his
saddle had slipped under his belly. He
hobbled from body to body apparently
seeking his dead master.

Captain Keogh was a soldier of fortune.
Born in Ireland in 1840, he was the son of
an officer of the 5th Royal Irish Lancers.
After spending two years at Dublin
University, Myles Keogh embarked on a
life of adventure. '

He served with the French army in
North Africa and with the private army of
Pope Pius IX.

Keogh arrived in the United States in
1862, during the civil war, and joined the
Union forces. He was commissioned a

“Do you mind if I sit down for
a while, General Custer?”

lieutenant and served as aide to Maijor-
General McClellan. Keogh was cited
several times for bravery in action and so
distinguished himself that he gained the
temporary rank of lieutenant-colonel.

After the war many high-ranking officers
were reduced in rank. Keogh was returned
to the junior grade of captain. And Major-
General George A Custer—who had been
promoted brigadier-general at the age of
23—was returned to the rank of lieutenant-
colonel. Custer was appointed to command
the 7th Cavalry and Keogh became one of
his troop commanders.

Custer took a liking to a tune that Keogh
often whistled and sang, “Garry Owen,” a
favourite song of the 5th Royal Irish
Lancers. Custer adopted the rollicking tune
as the regimental march of the 7th Cavalry.
It became the best known military tune in
the United States. Custer’s bandsmen
blasted out the tune across the plains as
they rode into action and the Indians
called it “devil music.”

Then came the battle of the Little Big
Horn. Custer had divided the regiment into
three sections. He led the first, the second
was commanded by Major Reno and the
third by Captain Benteen. Reno and
Benteen fought and survived on another
part of the battlefield. All those under
Custer’s direct command perished in the
fight.

The cavalry horses that did not die were
run off by the Indians. Only Comanche
remained, so badly wounded it was
decided to shoot him.

But Lieutenant Nowlan, a friend of
Keogh, intervened and saved the horse’s
life. It took a year of careful nursing for
Comanche to recover.

Trooper Korn, the 7th Cavalry black-
smith, was detailed as Comanche’s personal
attendant and the two of them became firm
friends. The horse was never ridden again.
He was excused all routine duty and
officially designated second-in-command of
the regiment.

For the rest of his life Comanche was the
much-respected mascot of the 7th Cavalry
and on special parades took his place at the
head of the regiment.

In an evening he and Korn would stroll
over to the canteen and drink beer together,

Comanche had developed a taste for beer
and when he got a little drunk he often
kicked up a din.

He led a happy life until he died in 1891
—it is said of a broken heart. In December
1890 his old friend Korn was killed in the
battle of Wounded Knee (last major action
in the Indian campaigns) and Comanche
just pined away. This celebrated warhorse
was stuffed and is on display at the
University of Kansas.

PETER NEWARK
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DEFENCE WHITE PAPER

New ‘‘flexible’’

LOSER co-operation and a “greater
‘ identity of view” is needed between

European countries within the West-
ern Alliance, says the 1972 White Paper on
Defence Estimates. In keeping with the
sum of its resources Europe needs both to
exert more influence on the major issues
affecting Western security and to assume
increased responsibility for its own defence.

The defence budget estimates for 1972-73
total £2584 million, remaining at about 5.5
per cent of the gross national product, a
figure which Defence Minister Lord Car-
rington told a press conference was higher
than for any of Britain’s major NATO
European allies.

The continuing threat to Western secur-
ity is illustrated by the fact that the Soviet
Union is currently devoting about eight per
cent of its gross national product to defence,
The White Paper says that in the years
ahead Soviet defence expenditure can be ex-
pected to rise by up to five per cent each
year in real terms and that the large amounts
the Soviet spends on military research and
development will continue to ensure that
Warsaw Pact countries are equipped with
the most modern and sophisticated weapons
systems.

While Western efforts to bring about a
relaxation of East-West tension continue
the alliance must remain resolute in avoid-
ing any premature lowering of its guard; it
must also insist that the imbalances in the
forces confronting each other in Europe,
which favour the Warsaw Pact, are taken
fully into account in any negotiations on
arms control or force reductions.

NATO will be the main beneficiary of a
~number of British Forces improvements

which have been decided on, including
the restoration of four infantry battalions,
acceleration of the naval construction pro-
gramme and orders for the Royal Air Force
of additional Buccaneer and Nimrod air-
craft.

RECRUITING

A strong upsurge in recruiting has been
felt in the last year. If current trends are
maintained the figure for male other ranks
enlisting will be in the region of 46,300—
an increase of 65 per cent over the low
point of 1968-69. Recruitment of officers
has also improved.

Lord Carrington told the press conference
he believed there were four reasons for the
rise—unemployment, which meant that
youngsters leaving school thought the Ser-
vices a good job to go to; good pay; the feel-
ing in the country about the disciplined
way in which the Army was acting in North-
ern Ireland; and Government efforts to put
some certainty back into defence affairs.

However, the White Paper notes the
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engagements

prospective decline in the number of young
men in the recruiting age group which will
make it difficult to maintain recruitment at
the level which has now been achieved. The
forthcoming raising of the school-leaving
age to 16 will accentuate this problem.

NORTHERN IRELAND

Lord Carrington said it was difficult to
estimate how much the Northern Ireland
operations were costing but it obviously
added quite a substantial amount to the
defence budget.

The White Paper says that the develop-
ment last year of the IRA’s campaign of
violence and destruction added a new and
serious dimension to the Army’s task of
assisting the civil power in the maintenance
of law and order. Over the year there were
some 1000 bomb outrages and more than
1700 terrorist shooting incidents with 43
members of the Army and five of the Ul-
ster Defence Regiment being killed by
terrorists.

3

The countering of terrorism rather than
the prevention of inter-communal riots has
become the main role of the armed forces
in Northern Ireland. They have made sub-
stantial progress in undermining the strength
of the IRA—during 1971 the security for-
ces uncovered 26 machine-guns, 244 rifles,
92 shotguns and 244 pistols and revolvers,
with other weapons, more than 156,000
rounds of ammunition and more than one-
and-a-half tons of explosive.

The White Paper records: “The Ser-
vices are discharging their responsibilities
with impartiality and with exemplary for-
titude and restraint. They will remain in
Northern Ireland for so long and in such
strength as they are needed.”

DEPLOYMENT, OPERATIONS
AND EXERCISES

The rundown of forces in Singapore and
Malaysia was completed according to plan
and the withdrawal of forces from the Gulf
was completed without incident. The Sul-
tan of Oman’s forces, which included loan

personnel from the Royal Marines, the
Army and the Air Force, have been en-
gaged in operations and Royal Artillery and
Royal Air Force Regiment personnel have
been temporarily deployed to assist in the
defence of the airfield.

Royal Engineers laid the foundation for
an automatic navigation light on the island
of Rockall and carried out several other
tasks in Scotland, including the construc-
tion of an airfield on the Isle of Skye. They
carried out development projects in aid of the
civil community in countries including
Anguilla, Kenya, Malta, Oman, Solomon
Islands, Thailand and Zaire.

During the year British forces helped to
plan and took part in the annual CENTO
and SEATO exercises. Army units took
part in small-scale exercises in Australia,
Fiji and West Malaysia and carried out
reciprocal exercises in Jamaica and Ghana.

RESERVE FORCES

The reserve and auxiliary forces are said
in the White Paper to have “a vital role in
the defence of the country—they supple-
ment the regular Forces in time of war or
emergency with trained men and women
able immediately to take their places in the
Services (i

The Territorial Army Volunteer Reserve
rose in strength from 49,100 to 56,300
between March and December 1971. The
TAVR expanded by a new armoured car
regiment and 20 infantry-type units and
there was a steady increase in the strength
of existing units. It includes 2000 women.

The Regular reserves for the Army,
which include 177,100 former National
Servicemen and ex-Regulars to whom the
National Service Act applies, total 295,600.

The Ulster Defence Regiment, formed
in January 1970, increased in strength to
6700 by January 1971. The regiment was
called out for extended service for two
periods totalling five weeks in 1971 and
also continued its nightly and weekend duties
of patrolling the border, manning road
checks and guarding key points.

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE

Major improvements during the year
covered pay, local overseas allowances,
pensions and the “notice engagement.”

In Northern Ireland the many new facil-
ities provided included travel concessions,
refrigerators for married quarters, improved
telephone facilities, travelling libraries and
fish-and-chip vans, TV sets and film pro-
jectors and a central welfare agency staffed
by the Women’s Royal Voluntary Service.

In addition, substantial and rapid progress
has been made in improving temporary
accommodation occupied by the troops. An
additional £500,000 has been allocated to
improving unit canteens, cleaning up and
partitioning living accommodation, build-
ing a swimming pool for troops in the Bel-
fast area and a variety of other measures.

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Collaboration between Britain and her
allies, particularly in Europe, continues to
grow in importance. Germany and Italy
are co-operating with Britain in the joint
development and production of two main




artillery systems—a 155mm towed medium
gun (already well into development) and a
self-propelled 155mm howitzer (just enter-
ing full development).

In 1970 Belgium became a partner in the
programme for the development and pro-
duction of a family of airportable, tracked
aluminium armoured combat reconnais-
sance vehicles. The first of these, Scorpion,
will start to enter service with the Army in
the next few months.

Other major projects on which work will
continue include the Rapier airportable
surface-to-air guided weapon system with
blind fire attachment; Swingfire, the long-
range anti-tank guided weapon; Blowpipe,
a unit self-defence surface-to-air guided
weapon; Clansman, a net radio system for
communications in the field; and a new
trunk communication system.

Other Army equipment projects include

improvements to the automotive, fire con-
trol and night vision systems of the Chief-
tain main battle tank; an amphibious com-
bat engineer tractor; wheeled airportable
aluminium armoured vehicles, primarily
for reconnaissance and surveillance; and
development work in the fields of weapons,
instruments, specialist vehicles, engineer
equipment and chemical defence.

IN BRIEF

The strength of United Kingdom Ser-
vice personnel on 1 January 1972 was
372,100. The Army stood at 18,500 officers,
149,400 other ranks and 5500 WRAC and
QARANC. The number of civilian staff
employed by the Ministry of Defence on
1 April 1972 was expected to be about
323,000—a drop of 21,000 on the year.

A new armoured vehicle launching
bridge and a new anti-tank mine system
will be introduced into service with the
Royal Engineers this year.

The Armed Forces Act 1971 is planned to
come into force on 1 July 1972. It brings
the disciplinary provisions of the three
Services more closely into line and places
them on the same statutory basis.

The Jungle Warfare School in Malaysia
closed at the end of 1971. A new Malaysian
Army Training Centre opens at the same
location this month and arrangements have
been made with the Malaysian Government
for British jungle warfare training to con-
tinue there.

An expanded tri-Service programme of

adventurous training in the United King-
dom and Rhine Army will start in 1972-73
and be fully effective in 1973-74. It will
include mountain training, skiing, gliding,
freefall parachuting, subaqua diving and
offshore sailing.

New flexible engagements

During the year the Services undertook a funda-
mental review of their engagement structures for
other ranks. The main conclusion to emerge was
that they needed to be made more flexible.

Says the White Paper: “Under the present

rules a boy or man who enlists or re-engages must
accept a firm commitment for a fixed period of
years. For many this arrangement is perfectly
acceptable; others may jib at the restriction of
personal choice inherent in such a system, and
thus be deterred from enlisting or prolonging.”
On 1 May 1972 a system of flexible engagements
will be introduced which will apply both to those
who enlist as adult servicemen and those who
mature from boy service. The Services will apply
the scheme to their adult intake in different ways
depending on length and type of training but bas-
ically it gives the serviceman the right, on com-
pletion of training and after 18 months’ product-
ive service, to give 18 months’ notice of leaving.
The “notice engagement ” is being offered as an
initial engagement to adult recruits and applies
also, in a modified form, to the women’s Services.
Existing long-term engagements, rewarded by
higher scales of pay, will continue for those who
prefer them but some shorter engagements will be
superseded.
Recruits below the age of 17} will be given the
option at 18 of confirming their original engage-
ment or converting to the ‘“‘notice engagement,”
Also all men and women who have served for nine
years or more will be granted a similar right to
leave the Service at 18 months’ notice.

When the Services had their

IKE most nine-year-old schoolboys
young Bill Cunningham was an ardent
stamp collector, but unlike most he had

something rather special, something that
sparked the curiosity and excited the envy of

With an expert’s eye Major J W Cunningham
looks through his album of military stamps.

his classmates. He was the proud owner of
some examples of the military seals and stamps
issued to the British Forces in Egypt for near-
ly eight years from 1932 to 1940. They had
been collected when his father, the late Col-
onel J] A Cunningham, Royal Engineers and
a holder of the sappers’ Haynes Memorial
Medal, was stationed at Abbassia.

Today that schoolboy philatelist is Major
J W Cunningham, Royal Army Ordnance
Corps, commanding the supply depot at
Aldershot—and, from a mere handful, his
collection has expanded to more than 400
stamps and seals currently worth more than
£200.

When Egypt increased her postal rates from
one piastre to 14 piastres in 1932, this so in-
censed the British Forces stationed there that
representations were made to the War Office.
And for a payment of £16,000 to the Egyptian
Government to compensate for the loss of
postal revenue a concession was secured by
which the old one-piastre rate was retained
for the Services.

The seals, as they were called before they
achieved the status of “stamp,” were fixed to
the back of an envelope and sold at Naafi
canteens and at Post Offices. Only letters des-
tined for the United Kingdom benefited from
the concession and there was a special cheap
rate of three milliemes for Christmas cards.

Although both seals and stamps were issued
over a comparatively short period they make
interesting and valuable collections. Camels,
sphinx and pyramids figure largely on the seals
which changed colour each Christmas. The
original design was the work of Sergeant
W Lait, Royal Army Service Corps. Some of
the stamps feature successively the portraits of

own stamps

King Fuad and King Farouk in green and an
attractive shade of carmine and these were
fixed in the conventional position at the top
righthand corner of the envelope.

Among the more valuable items in Major
Cunningham’s collection are a pair of first
issue used black-and-azure ‘“Xmas’ seals on
cover cancelled in red ink and worth at least
£10, a block of 20 “Xmas” seals for which he
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The unique block of four jubilee commemo-
ratives with the experimental perforations.

paid £22 and now catalogued at about £75,
and a group of jubilee commemoratives of
1935. These gentian blue jubilees were the
only stamps issued in a foreign country to
commemorate the silverjubilee of King George
V and Queen Mary but what makes Major
Cunningham’s block of four unique is that it
is the only known example of a perforation
having been experimentally added to the
series by the printers to facilitate tearing.

Over the years some 21 different date-
stamps were used from nine Army post offices
—at Abbassia, Abu-Qir, Abu Suein, Alexan-
dria, Cairo, El Daba, Mersa Matruh, Moascar
and Port Said.
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Above: Aftermath of the horror blast at the
officers mess of 16th Parachute Brigade at
Aldershot in which seven people, six of them
civilians, were killed. Rescuers clear away
debris from the blitzed barracks while firemen
stand by.

Right: The first of the new M110 self-pro-
pelled guns, which are coming into service
with Rhine Army. The first regiment to be
equipped with the new gun is 24 Missile Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery. Despite its size the
M110 can move with astonishing speed across
the most rugged country and can move info a
firing position, fire and move on long before
its opponent has had time to pinpoint its
whereabouts and refaliate.
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§0 COMMANDED AND LED THE

IN THEIR FIRST MAJOR ML
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Above: This plaque was erected in the new
Farnborough Community Centre which is the
only building left on the site of the former
Elles Barracks, razed to the ground to make
way for a new civic centre. Among the guests
of the Farnborough branch of the Royal Tank
Regiment Association at the unveiling cere-
mony was Colonel R M Jerram, Regimental
Colonel of the Royal Tank Regiment. The 2nd
Battalion, Royal Tank Corps, was stationed in
Aldershot for more than 20 years—up to
1941—at the Pinehurst (later Elles) Barracks
and established an all-time record in Aldershot
Command for military efficiency and sporting
prowess.

Above: Sappers from 10 Field Squadron, Royal
Engineers, erected this footbridge across a
busy road at Woking, Surrey, so that boys
from Gordon Boys’ School could get across to
their sports field. The school (SOLDIER,
August 1969), founded in 1885 and named
after General Gordon, was for many years
under the dual control of a commandant and a
headmaster and is proud of its long military
tradition.

Left: It’s not just the perspective of the pic-
ture—these Irish guardsmen really do get
shorter as you go further along the line. The
occasion was an unusual “size parade” at
Stanley Fort, Hong Kong, when 1st Battalion,
Irish Guards, formed a new No 4 Company to
replace F Company, Scots Guards, returning
home to rejoin their reformed 2nd Battalion.
Atter officers, non-commissioned officers and
key personnel had been allocated, the remain-
ing guardsmen were lined up with the tallest
forming No 1 Company, the shortest No 2
Company and those in between making up the
new company.

United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority Constabulary

has vacancies for

Constables

at Authority Establishments in England and Scotland
A worthwhile civilian career

Salary: £1145-£1635 per annum for 40 hour week. Opportunity for overtime.

Qualifications: A good Service record—physically fit—minimum height: 5° 7"—R.N. and Marine Educational Test I secures
exemption to entrance educational test. Age: 19-50 years.

Housing: Authority housing available at most Establishments.

Pension: Contributory pension scheme.

Write to: The Chief Constable, U.K. Atomic Energy Authority Constabulary, Building F6-A, A.W.R.E., Aldermaston,
Reading, RG 7 4 PR,
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Left,
Right and
Centre

Right: Man at the centre. Lieutenant-General
Sir Harry Tuzo, General Officer Commanding
Northern Ireland (centre) with a Royal Military
Police escort, walks through the border town
of Newry.

Left: Major Ted Moorat, representing Hong
Kong Military Service Corps, hands over a
surplus four-ton Bedford engine for use as an
instructional aid in the voecational training
cenfre of St James’ Settlement, one of the
colony’s church foundations. Technicians
from 50 Command Workshop, Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, were responsible
for preparing the engine and their winch
vehicle was used fo take it to the settlement.
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boy is trained
for leadership
at The Indefatigable

Whatever he plans to do in life—whether captain of a vessel or cap-
tain of industry—he couldn't get a better start than the adventure and
character training provided at this famous school, beautifully sit-
uated overlooking the Menai Straits. He'll learn practical seamanship,
engineering, science and communications and be encouraged to
enter the Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme.

It's a great life for a boy between 144 and 15} years of age and he'll
come back a man—confident, healthy, ready to tackle the world. Fees
are modest and include board, training and uniform on admission.
Apply for complete details by posting the coupon below:-to The
Registrar, Dept. S, The Indefatigable, Oriel Chambers, 14 Water
Street, Liverpool L2 8TI
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Your money

Maybe you don't give much thought to
finoncial matters ond perhops at the moment
your return to civilian life seems guite distant,
together with the financial questions that will
arise then. Part of a Serviceman'’s life is never
knowing what the future will hold; but when
you're thinking of money matters you can
eosily lose out by net planning chead. Many
hundreds of Servicemen have handed their
financial matters over to us knowing that
whatever happens they will have our first
class advice to rely on.

Why IAS?

Because |AS have advised so many
Servicemen, we know oll about the special
gircumstances that surround your lives. We
are big and we are experts. We have
investment advisers throughout the country
who will be pleased to call on you atany
time to fell you more about ourselves and
particularly about our QUOTEL computer
service. Basically this is o system for selecting
the very best policy, tailor made for you,
SO yOu can use your money in the most
advantageous way.

1S

(Life & Mortgage Brokers) Limited | |
41 Gay Street, Bath BA1 2NT. Tel: Bath 27695/6 l

Member of the Association of Insurance Brokers

I would like on investment adviser to call and discuss how IAS can make my .

money work harder

Name_____ T
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Right: As an ex-member of The Green
Howards (and his father before him) the
Mayor of Teesside, Alderman Ron Hall, takes
a keen interest in his old regiment. He and
his wife were paying a second visit to the
1st Battalion at Minden in Germany. In
April the regiment, which holds the Freedom
of Middlesborough and Redcar, will be
granted the Freedom of Stockton, Thornaby
and Bellingham—thus extending it to the
five boroughs which make up the giant
Teesside area.

Above: As a keen member of the Aldershot
and District Medals and Militaria Society,
carpet sales representative Mr Frank Chard
felt something special was called for in the
re-carpeting of the pavilion at Bisley. So his
firm, the Carpet Manufacturing Company, of
Kidderminster, came up with this design,
incorporating the National Rifle Association’s
insignia—a man with a longhow and another
with a rifle.

Left: The Lord Mayor of Manchester, Alder-
man Douglas Edwards (right), visited B
Squadron of 14th/20th Kings Hussars, a
regiment with close links with Manchester,
when visiting the Colony at the invitation of
the Hong Kong Trade Development Council.
At a married quarter he met 18-month-old
Deborah Anne Schofield, daughter of Corporal
Joe Schofield, and (centre) Sergeant and
Mrs Roy Standish.

You only have to
test-drive a

Mercedes-Benz 220
to know you’re
making the right
decision.

The luxury car that can cruise all day in the
nineties with a top speed of over 100 mph.

For full details, telephone 01-629 5578 and ask
for Armed Forces Sales Department.

Or post the coupon.

Mercedes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz (Great Britain) Ltd. NATO Sales Div.,
Avenfield House, 127 Park Lane, London W-1.
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HRH
The Prince
of Wales

RINTS of the first official portrait of
PI’rince Charles in Army uniform,

which was featured on the front cover
of SOLDIER in May last year, are now
available to SOLDIER readers at special
concession rates.

The original painting of the Prince of
Wales in his uniform of Colonel-in-Chief of
The Royal Regiment of Wales was com-
missioned by the regiment and is the work
of Major Aubrey Davidson-Houston, now
retired and formerly of The Royal Sussex
Regiment.

The six-colour prints are offered in two
sizes. The larger, measuring 194 inches by
27%inches (50 x 70cm), is printed on white
imperial sheet 24 inches by 37 inches (6C
% 93 cm). Published at £5.50 it is available
to SOLDIER readers at £4.50 including
packing and postage.

The smaller print measures about 20 x
30 cm and is offered to SOLDIER readers
at the reduced rate of £3.00 including post-
age and packing.

Prints can be posted to any part of the
world. Orders should be sent to SOLDIER
(PW1), Clayton Barracks, Aldershot, Hants,
Cheques, postal orders, money and inter-
national money orders should be made out
to “SOLDIER.”

VACANCIES for
EX-SERVICEMEN

Airwork Services Limited
offer employment to ex-
Service Aircraft and Elec-
tronic Technicians who
wish to continue their
trade after termination of
Service,

Opportunities exist in
many parts of the U.K.
and Overseas offering
accompanied and un-
accompanied posts.

Enquiries to the
Personnel Manager:

AIRWORK
SERVICES LTD
Bournemouth
(Hurn) Airport
Christchurch Hants

COURAGE (CENTRAL) LTD.

offer you a

MANAGEMENT CAREER

Would you and your wife like a job worth up to £2,000 a year
with other benefits, as Managers of one of our Public Houses?
The qualifications required are enthusiasm, the ability to get on
with people, to organise a small staff and to run 'a happy house’.
Suitable applicants will go on a training course and, if successful,
will be offered one of our Managed Houses in the general area of
Berkshire, Hampshire, Surrey, Buckinghamshire or West London.
If you are leaving the Forces shortly and are interested in further

details, write to:
Tied Trade Manager,

Courage (Central) Ltd., The Brewery, Reading, Berks.

SELF DRIVE CARS

FORCES
CONCESSION
RATES

FORD
Escorts, Cortinas

AUSTIN
Minis, 1300s, 1800s

HILLMAN
Avengers, Hunters

VOLKSWAGEN
ESTATE CARS—Automatics
VANS—12 Seaters

A PERFECT HEAD OF
HAIR FOR

£8.50

The latest
fibre (washable)

wig at a o
fraction of the =) A
price you would £
expect to pay.

GENT'S FIBREWIG § V

£8.50

MOUSTACHE £1.75 SIDE BURNS
£2.50 CHIN BEARD £3.50

Send hair sample for matching.
Prices include p. and p. Fixing
instructions and accessories.

LONDON WIG CO
(MAX’'S Dept. S1)
186 Stoke Newington High Street
London, N16
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CORPS OF

COMMISSIONAIRES
Founded 1859

Another career when
Service engagement ex

Divisions in 10 cities of the

United Kingdom.

Call or write :

Exchange Court,
419a Strand, London

WC2R OPX

Phone 01-836 6453

NOW IN OPERATION AT
R.A.F. BRIZE NORTON
Phone: Carterton 325

LOW RATES
NO MILEAGE CHARGE

SEND FOR
OUR LATEST BROCHURE

your
pires.

EDWARDS of EPSOM

28-38 UPPER HIGH STREET
EPSOM, SURREY

Cables EDWARDSCAR
Phone: 25611 EPSOM
Telex 929908
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MOUNTAIN
RESCUE

The villages of Brougha and Anjhit are both
at sea level but to get from one to the other
the traveller has to pass through extremely
mountainous regions. The road, which is
very narrow, is one way only for vehicles.

Last winter there was a detachment of
soldiers in each of the two villages but due
to the severe weather one detachment was
cut off for two weeks.

Eventually supplies were delivered from
the other village by their comrades. Appar-
ently the round trip took rather longer than
usual and it was not until the 17th day after
starting out that their war cry echoed in
triumph across the mountains on their
arrival back at the village.

The route, not to scale, indicates the

altitudes in feet of some of the points in the
road. From Low Camp the terrain rises
steeply to the summit of the North Face,
exactly 11,001 feet higher than the Camp.
Mount Singha is the highest point on the
road with an altitude of slightly more than
25,000 feet. Clare Glacier at 11,006 feet is
4003 feet higher than Camp G and the lat-
ter is lower than Camp H by 11,002 feet.
Flagpole is just over 8,000 feet high. Base
Camp is a mere 1001 feet above sea level.

From the information given can you say:

(a) Which village was cut off ?
(b) Who were the soldiers involved ?

Send your answer on a postcard or by
letter, with the “Competition 167” label from

COMPETITION 167 :

LA AL R T P T )

ssesserne

this page and your name and address, to:
Editor (Comp 167)
SOLDIER
Clayton Barracks
Aldershot
Hants.

This competition is open to all readers at
home and overseas and closing date is Mon-
day July 24. Answers and winners” names
will appear in the September SOLDIER.

More than one entry can be submitted
but each must be accompanied by a “Com-
petition 167" label. Winners will be drawn
from correct entries.

Prizes

1 £10
2 £5
3-4 £3
5-6 £2
7-8 £1
9 Stereo LP

10 SOLDIER free for a year
11-12 SOLDIER free for six months

Dingha Pass
15002

BROUGHA

A Mt Singha

A Ranjhit Col 21004

Flagpole

@F Low camp 1008

A Nénh Face

Holme Pass
9010

Base Camp

ANJHIT
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LETTERS

Tribute

I have many times been moved to write to you after noticing some
technical mistake in SOLDIER and have also felt indignant when
there has been a change of format, but when it came to sitting
down to write I was just too lazy. I am now moved to action by
recent events in Ulster. As an ex-private soldier of the 1948 Mal-
ayan campaign I am full of admiration for the conduct of our troops
in Northern Ireland. As night after night I read reports and see
television coverage of the task confronting my modern counterpart
I can’t help but wonder at the discipline of the troops and further-
more doubt if I, or my fellow comrades of 1948, would have reacted
with the fortitude of today’s Army. My best wishes to the soldier of
today in his arduous task.—J Beasley, 6 Finney Drive, Chorlton-

rm-r

Oates memorial cover

The 5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards sponsored a
philatelic cover on St Patrick’s Day to commemorate the 60th
anniversary of the death of Captain L E G Oates, 6th Innis-
killing Dragoons, who died on Scott’s Antartica expedition on
St Patrick’s Day 1912, which was also his 32nd birthday.
Each cover shows a full colour representation of ] C Dollman’s
famous painting, “A Very Gallant Gentleman,” depicting
Captain Oates walking to his death in a blizzard to try and
save his comrades. A ninepenny British explorers stamp
depicting Captain R F Scott is fixed to each cover and cancelled
with a special one-day British Forces Postal Service hand-
stamp.

Each cover costs 3.33DM or 40p posted under separate cover
and, on orders for ten or more, 3DM/36 per cover. Cheques
and postal orders should be crossed and made payable to the
Central Fund 5 Innis DG and sent to the Philatelic Officer,
5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards, BFPO 17. Any
profits are being donated to the regimental museum fund to
help defray the cost of improving the regimental museum at

SRS

cum-Hardy, Manchester, M21 1DS.

Campaign awards

I suspect that few, if any, would ques-
tion that service in the Canal Zone was as
dangerous and deadly—in the most lit-
eral sense of the word—as in any sim-
ilar theatre of operations. Should there
be some who do, reference to Gregory
Blaxland's masterly survey of the British
Army since 1945 (““The Regiments De-
part”) will soon disabuse them. Why
then is it that those who soldiered there
have been left out of the distribution of
campaign awards ?

Like a number of your correspondents I
enquired, after many years, and the
reply 1 had recently merely told me that
no award for Canal Zone service had
been made. No reason was given.

I have been waiting for some comment
from any source, official or otherwise, to
the points raised in your columns and
find it significant that there has been
silence on the subject.

So I wonder if 1 may suggest a reason ?
I think it may be political. Egypt was in
diglomatic terms a friendly country
whereas this consideration did not apply
to Palestinians, Kenyans, Adenis and
Cypriots, all of whom were, at the time
the GSM was available, some kind of
British subject. So diplomatic delicacy
dictated that troops on active service in
the Canal Zone would be unhonoured if
not unsung.

If I am wrong, as I hope I am, then I
think two questions deserve a reply:
‘Who establishes the criteria for campaign
awards ? Why are these criteria so var-
iable ? If on the other hand I am correct
then surely the time is long past when

Canal Zone service should be recognised

with, say, the Africa GSM, without fear

of diplomatic repercussions—18 years
is a long time back.

May I go further and suggest that this
articluar question, and that of the al-
ocation of campaign awards and com-

bat badfes is one that would repay, in

goodwill and heightened morale, study
by the powers that be.

In the meantime may I invite those pow-
ers to r g to the correspondence so
far I"—B?J Blancharde (formerly of

35 LAA Sgn, RAF Regt, El Hamra,
Canal Zone), 86 Allerton Crescent,
Whitchurch, Bristol, BS14 9P X.

Two errors inadvertently crept into a
letter from *Richard James’’ (February).
In the second paragraph it was stated
that he retired from the Army “some 13
months ago™ instead of ‘““13 years ago”
and in the following paragraph his ser-
vice in the ranks before being commis-
sioned appeared as ‘‘eight weeks™ in
stead of “eight years.”

These errors might have caused readers
to doubt the veracity of the other points
in “Richard James’s” letter.

e e

|

Carrickfergus Castle.

Rifle bucket

The short rifle bucket was standard
equipment for the yeomanry up to 1914,
Soon after mobilisation we were issued
with swords and the long bucket with
the short LE rifle. —Oswald Garrish
(late SSM B Squadron, Rough
Riders Yeomanry, 1908/1919), Strel-
na Cottage, Bovey Tracey, Newton
Abbot, Devon.

Awards and insignia

I have been following with interest the
many letters in SOLDIER regarding
awards and insignia that could be award-
ed and worn by the British soldier.
Mention has been made of an
award similar to the American combat
infantryman’s badge. The United States
also awards a combat medical badge for
medical personnel who have served in an
active service zone and makes similar
awards to tank crews and artillery
personnel,

I think it would be a good idea if awards
on similar lines were introduced into the
British Army as, to quote the Americans,
“the wearing of awards and insiﬂ\ia
produces an incentive to work.” Also
it shows that the wearer has at some

time or other been engaged on active

duty.

I agree with Mr R Spruth (February
Letters) that a cloth unit shoulder in-
signia would smarten up the British
Army’s No 2 dress
P Starling RAMC, BMH Iserlohn,
BFPO 24,

Singapore
Guard Regiment

I was v interested in the picture
(SOLDIER, December) showing part
of the farewell parade of The Singapore
Guard Regiment. One mistake, how-
ever. You say it took its present title in
1955 when it severed its connection with
the Military Police.

I served in the regiment as CSM of D

Company from late 1950 to February
1952 and our title was The Singapore
Guard Regiment RMP. We were then
stationed at Kay Siang Camp, Singapore.
At that time all the officers and warrant
officers were Euro . I believe that an
earlier name had been 21st Guard Reg-
iment RMP.—W W H Carﬁli&e:
(ex-CSM, CRMP), 62 Chapel 4

Harlow, Essex.

Y

Morcott Hall, Boarding School for Girls

Boarders taken from 7 years
to IB years., Full courses to
G.C.E. “O" and “A" levels.
Excellent examination re-
sults—well qualified and
graduate Staff. Moderate Fees.
Recognised as Efficient by the
Department of Education and
Science.

Apply Morcott Hall
School, Nr. Uppingham,
Rutland.

I
St. Andrew’s School

Girls’ Independent Day and

T e

The School is situated on the outskirts of Malton, within easy reach of the open country,
and of Scarborough, York and Leeds. The School is in spacious grounds, with new
Laboratory, Domestic Science Department and good sports facilities. Main School
11-18 years, prepares girls for ‘O’ and ‘A’ level G.C.E. and University Entrance, Pre-
paratory Department 4-1 | years, Day Boys 4-84 years, Girl Boarders from 7 years of age.

MALTON, YORKSHIRE.

Boarding School (Recognised)

—

Founded 1707.

Small Classes, Individual

THE LORD WEYMOUTH SCHOOL
Warminster, Wiltshire
Educational Trust, Recognised as Efficient by
Department of Education & Science.
Boys' Boarding and Day School.
Girls—post 'O" Level.
Full courses to 'O'‘Level & CSE, ‘A’ Level and University Entrance.
Attention,
Prospectus from The Bursar—Telephone Warminster 3358-3038.

10-18.

Highly Qualified Staff.

For prospectus apply:

BRAMDEAN SCHOOL, EXETER, DEVON
A preparatory school for day boys and boarders.
Inspected and Recognised by the Ministry of Education
Founded 1907 A

The Secretary, Bramdean School, Exeter.

Tel. 73387

THORNLOW

Recognised as efficient
of Education

for creative and recreational activities.

Prospectus from:

Good boarding facilities for boys from: 7 to 17 in a family atmosphere with full opportunity

A wide range of subjects is taught by experienced and well-qualified staff. Very good record
of passes at G.C.E. and technical examinations.

The schools are only § mile from the sea and enjoy exceptional views over Portland Harbour.
There are 7 acres of gardens and playing fields. b

The Secretary, Thornlow School, Buxton Road, Weymouth, Dorset.

SCHOOL

by the Department
and Science,

Robert W. Ferguson & Co.,

P.R.l. & H.H.O. Supplies & Recruiting aids
Regimental crests, Insignias, Badges, Motifs etc., incorporated on
to 100's of lines. Large Discounts for Quantity orders. We are main
suppliers to over 40 units including T. & VR.

Send now for our fully illustrated catalogue and lists covering all lines
(Dept. S) 70 Dundee Street,
Edinburgh, EH11 1A0. Telephone 031-229-3467.
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OLD SARUM

The Royal Air Force station at Old Sarum, Wiltshire, now |
closed, was acquired by the War Department in 1917 and be- |

came the home of 98, 99 and 103 (Bomber) squadrons, Royal

Flying Corps. The following year the newly formed Royal Air -|

Force assumed responsibility for the station.
In 1920 the School of Army Co-operation was established at
Old Sarum to train pilots in reconnaissance duties. Addition-

)

7.

om0

ally, during the period between the two world wars, 4, 13, 16

and 59 (Army Co-operation) and 107 (Bomber) squadrons

were based at Old Sarum at various times. The school, which |

expanded during World War Two, was renamed the School
of Air Support in 1944. As a result, a staff of officers from all

three Services was established at Old Sarum and for the |

i

first time the school ceased to instruct- Air Force officers in |

flying and concentrated instead on academic instruction.
In May 1947 its name was again changed, this time to the

School of Land/Air Warfare. On 29 June 1956 Salisbury con- |
ferred its Freedom on RAF Old Sarum, and on 5 November |

1962 the city council granted the station the honour of incor-
porating a part of the city coat of arms, which dates from 1565,
in the station badge. The Joint Warfare Establishment was
formed at Old Sarum on 1 April 1963 by amalgamating the

School of Land/Air Warfare and the Amphibious Warfare |

School from Poole. Appropriately the first commandant was an
airman, Air Vice-Marshal C T Weir.

To perpetuate the tradition of Old Sarum’s unique record of |

joint Service activity involving not only United Kingdom and
other Commonwealth Services but also those of Britain’s allies
in peace and in war, the name Old Sarum will continue to
be used as the address of the Joint Warfare Establishment.
The officers’ mess is to be called Old Sarum Officers’ Mess

| and suitable mementoes associated with Royal Air Force Old

Sarum will be placed in the custody of the Commandant
Joint Warfare Establishment. Administration of what was

' RAF Old Sarum has been assumed by the Army Department.

60-year slip

The uniform worn by The Black Watch
soldier depicted on the lp Gibraltar
military stamp in the November SOL-
DIER (page 6) is incorrect for the year
1845. In that year Highland regiments
(kilted) were wearing the coatee (a
short-skirted jacket introduced about
1796) and not the doublet which was
authorised in 1855, first as a double-
breasted garment and then, in 1856, as
a single-breasted one.

The gauntlet cuffs were not introduced
until 1868, slashed cuffs being in use
until that year.

From the appearance of the doublet and
the weapon (which seems to be an
SMLE .303in) I would place the date
of the uniform between 1906 and 1914,
not 1845.—William L McCaughey,
333 S Glebe Road, Apt 310, Arling-
ton, Virginia 22204, USA.

% The Black Watch Regimental Head-
quarters, which did not see a proof of the
stamp, confirms that the uniform ts incor-
rect and puts its date at post-1900.

Wot, no soccer?

It was disappointing not to see any re-
port or result in the Press of the Army
UK soccer cup final played at Aldershot
on 15 February. I am sure many sold-
iers, particularly those in, say, Northern
Ireland, would be awaiting the result.
When the Royal Engineers played the
Royal Army Service Corps in the final
in 1937 I heard the result over the radio
in a small unit canteen in Jaffa. There
were splendid accounts in almost all the
national dailies too. Was this because
we did not have any PROs in those
days ?—Lieut-ColI G Thomas (Retd
Fairway, Highlands, Heath End,
Farnham, Surrey.

% No, Colonel. Army PR informs the
Press of forthcoming Army sports events
but obviously cannot itself “‘cover” them.
Certain national papers still cover some
Army sport, eg rughv, squash, freefalling,
hockey, and would probably use other
reports and results if submitted to them
immediately

i
i
i

Military stamps

The island of St Vincent in the
West Indies has issued a set of
three stamps, depicting 18th cen-
tury military uniforms, in values
of 12, 30 and 50 cents. The 12-
cent stamp shows a private in the
Grenadier company of the 32nd
Regiment of Foot (1764); the 30-
cent an officer of the 31st Foot of
1772; and the 50-cent a private in
the Grenadier company of the 6th
Foot, also 1772. i

The Gibraltar Government has
issued three special military stamps
to mark the bicentenary of the
Royal Engineers in Gibraltar. The
stamps, in values of 1p, 3p and 5p,
depict respectively a soldier arti-
ficer of 1773, a modern sapper
engaged in tunnelling work and
two members of the corps in
“ancient and modern” dress flank-
ing a badge of the Royal Engineers.
These stamps are a follow-on to
the military uniform stamps issued
in Gibraltar last September.

SOLDIER had to drop sport because of
the magazine’s long mfraductmn cycle and
becanse results a reports twere just

forthcoming—the small editorial
mzﬁ’ could not sg:nd a disproportionate
amount of time chasing these. Within the
year SOLDIER hopes to shorten its
production cycle with a new printing con-
tract and will then once again endeavour

to carry Army sport.

FIGURES BY: OLIVE—STANDISH
~LASSET—HINTON HUNT—ROSE
~LAMMING—HINCHLIFFE—ETC.

YOUR 1N TERNATIONAL
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE

DECALS BY: STOPPLE—A.B.T.—
DRI-DEC—ALMARK—RIKO/YEO-
MAN—ETC.

54mm METAL FIGURES BY 'STANDISH’

British Napoleonic Figures 10 Royal Fusilier

1 Duke of Wellington 11 Royal Fus. Drummer

2 Duke of York Royal Fus. Sergeant

3 Lord Combermere, in Light f:i Foot Guards Officer
Dragoon Uniform 14 Foot Guards Private

4 Earl of Uxbridge in Hussar Uniform 15 Foot Guards Drummer

5 Highland Officer in Trews 16 Rifle Brigade Officer

=

21 Light Infantry Officer

22 Light Infantry Sergeant

23 Light Infantry Private

24 Light Dragoon Officer

25 Royal Horse Artillery

26 Royal Scots Greys Trooper
27 Household Cavalry Officer
28 Household Cavalry Trooper
29 Dragoon Guards Trooper

32 Napoleon as 1st Consul
33 Revolutionary Grenadier

ur:
35 Poniatowski

Uniform
37 ADC to Murat
38 Marshal of France
39 Cuirassier General

36 Jerome Bonaparte in Carabinier

43 Dragoon of Imperial Guard Officer
44 Dragoon of Imperial Guard Trooper
45 French Lancer Officer

46 Carabinier Officer

47 Light Infantry

48 Light lnhnl? Voltigeur in Bushy
49 Grenadier of Imperial Guard Officer
50 Line Infantry Grenadier

51 Line Infantry Grenadier Officer

6 Highland Officer in Kilt 17 Rifle Brigade Private 30 Officer of Foot Guards 1816 40 Colonel Gourgand 52 Llne lnfgn Fusilier

7 Highland Private 18 Line infantry Peninsular Officer 41 Chasseur A Cheval of Imperial 53 C: cer in B ki

8 Highland Piper 19 Line Infantry Peninsular Sergeant French Napeleonic Figures uard 54 C Trooper in B ki

8 Highland Drummer 20 Line Infantry Peninsular Private 31 Napoleon 42 Hussar Officer in Shako 95p each
Badges Of The British Army £1.50 Uniforms Of The Marlborough Indian Cavalry Regiments 1880- American Soldiers Of The Revo- Sea Battles £1.25
Buttons Of The British Army £1.50 ars .25 £1.75 lution £2.00 The Churchill Tanks £2.00
‘Regiments at Waterloo £1.75  French Lancer Regiments £1,75 German Pistols & Revolvers 1871~ Russian Infantry W.W.II £1.50 German Tanks W.W.II £4,75
Infantry Uniforms 1724-1855 £1.50 Cavalry Uniforms £1.50 1945 £4.95 Russian Tanks 1900-1970 £5.50 Soviet Combat Tanks £1,40
Infantry Uniforms 1855-1939 £1,50 French Army Regiments 1.50 German Infantry & Uniforms Wehrmacht Divisional Signs German Combat wupon. of
British Infantry Regiments 1660« French Napoleonic Artillery £1.75 W £1.75 1938-45 £1.65 W.W.11 £3.80

1914 £1.35 Drfg%% Regulations For The Army a0 Ge\:‘rmw1 Artillery & Uniforms e Btituh Military Markings 1938- Jupannle Combat Wnpont of
g E £1.75

Dress Regulations 1846

Foot Guard Regiments

The Life Guards

The Dress Of The Royal Artillery
Scoltish Regiments & Uniforms

THE FDOT GUARDS
REGIMENTS

Compiled by

A. H. Bowling

This is a comprehensive pictorial
record of the dress, equipment, and
men of the best known British Infantry
Regiments. Complete with nine colour

Scottish Swords & Dirks
The Collectors Pictorial Book Of
£

Bayonets nia 1933-1945

German Army Uniforms & Insig-

Ernlsh Military Longarms 1715-

How To Go Collecting Model

£1.70
Btiti:h & Amom:nn Tanks W.W.lIl
£4.25 Advanced War Games

plates the volume makes a fascinating  British Cavalry Standards £1.75 The Waffen “SS"" £225 AirWar Games

and nostalgic reminder of military life  The Bengal Horse Artillery 1800- £4.25 German Combat Uniforms 1939- Naval War Games

around the turn of the century. British Smooth-Bore-Artillery £4.25 £1.25 War Game Campaigns
Paperback £1.25 Hardbound £1.75  British Infantry Colours £1.50 American Civil War Infantry £1.35 Introduction To Battle Gaming

Bmtle Practical Wargaming
Japanese Army Uniforms &
Equipment

Tl‘nku & Armoured Vehicles

The Fighting Tanks
U.S. Military Vehicles W, W.II
Scale Model Soldiers

£1.25

bl 4 g
RaBRERE

THE FOOT GUARDS
REGIMENTS %

INFANTRY FIGURES 80p

LINE, DRAGOONS OF THE LINE, GENDARMES.

CAVALRY FIGURES £1.65

R CYR, MURAT and PONIATOW

Infantry figures are available in the following ranks: officer, standard bearer, N.C.O., drummer and soldier. Also in
any of the following four positions: attention, present arms, marching, attack march, FOOT GRENADIERS OF THE
GUARD, FOOT CHASSEURS OF THE GUARD, TIRAILLEUR CHASSEURS, FUSILIER CHASSEURS, FUSILIER
GRENADIERS, TIRAILLEUR GRENADIERS, SWISS and DUTCH GRENADIERS, NATIONAL GUARDS OF THE
GUARD, GRENADIERS, FUSILIERS, VOLTIGEURS OF THE LINE, FOOT ARTILLERY OF THE GUARD and OF THE

All mounted figures listed below are available as officers, standard bearers, trumpeters and soldiers. HUSSARS;
Revolution : 1805-13, 1813-15. CHASSEURS OF THE GUARD. Full dress or service dress CHASSEURS OF THE LINE:
Centre or Elite Company HORSE ARTILLERY OF THE GUARD OF THE I.|N
GUARD, MOUNTED ELITE GENDARMES HONOUR GUARDS, MOUNT!
THE LINE, NAPOLEON 1st and MARSHALS BERTHIER, BESSIERES, MORTlEﬁ DAVOUT, SOULT, COUVION St.

SK
SENIOR AND ASSISTANT STAFF OFFICERS and AIDES de CAMP, CUIRASSIERS 1804-15. LANCERS OF THE
GUARD and LINE, FRENCH, POLISH and REDLANCERS, CARABINIERS,

x * x» x HISTOREX PLASTIC KITS

MOUNTED GRENADIERS OF THE
D DRAGOONS OF THE GUARD, or OF

* e

ROYAL NORTH Hl!rrIBH
DRAGOONS 2nd Dragoo
/SCOTS GREY'S 'Il‘l!-llts
Officer—Guidon—Trumpeter—.”
Dragoon all in full dress,

IMPERIAL GUARD SCOUTS,

1813-14

Mounted Figures

No. T12 1lt Rlol Scout
Grenad|

N‘E) T3 2nd Regt Scout

No. 714 :ml Regt. Scout
Lancers.

FOOT FIGURES

No. 715 Engineer Corps of the =

Guard 1810-14. Officer-N.C.0.'

—Drummer—Soldier 80p each

T D P Sian bl
PACKING

{Min. Charge 10p). Over
£5.00 post free. C.0.D. Charge 15p.

B.M.W. MODELS 327-329 HAYDONS RD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, $.W.19 01-540 7333/4
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Fear Naught roses

At the 2nd Royal Tank Regiment re-
union in London last November I pre-
sented some Fear Naught rose bushes
(Letters, November) to the regiment
and these were accepted by Major-Gen-
eral P R C Hobart, the Colonel Com-
mandant.,
I understand three roses have been
giantccl at the RAC Tank Museum at
ovington Camp in Dorset and that
three are being planted at the Fort Pitt
cemetery at Chatham where several ex-
members of the regiment are buried.—
Lionel Pearce, Fear Naught, 65 Wil-
son Avenue, Rochester, Kent.

Rifle Brigade

I am endeavouring to compile a collec-
tion of songs, poems and monologues
that were originated by or were applic-
able to The Rifle Brigade. I would ap-
reciate it if any of your readers who
ow of any would let me have details,
even if incomplete.—D A Haighton, 34
Morden Way, Sutton, Surrey.

“Blues”’

Some months ago you published a letter
of mine regretting a Daily Telegraph re-
port that “blues’ are to be abolished and
deploring the use of the pullover as nor-
mal day dress. The response from your
readers was considerable!

All the letters were unanimous in de-
riding my sentiments, saying that I am
out of touch with modern times. Some
said that “‘blues,” or an equivalent formal
dress based on traditional patterns, are
not applicable to the “Swinging Seven-
ties.” Others reminded me that we are
in the “Space Age” and not Victorian
England—although I do not see that the
American exercise of putting a man on
the moon need colour our Army’s dis-
play of pageantry on formal occasions.
I took a pace backward and re-examined
my ideas. I can now report that T still

find no change in my position. Surely
the pattern of life in the Army is
divided into two separate spheres: (a)
The job of work, for which the most
appropriate clothing is essential. An
up-to-date combat suit for exercises
(and bartle) or overalls for cleaning a
tank, But neither of these, nor a pullover,
can look anything but incongruous
behind the adjutant’s desk! (b) The
ceremonial side, which makes the Army
different from any other way of life and
must rely heavily on tradition to justify
its retention. The purpose of it is to
give outward display to the long pageant
of history on which regimental pride is
based, and to stimulate it in young
soldiers. Why else would there have been
a public outcry to “Save the Argylls ?”
I did some market research on working
dress and asked my bank manager why
he did not wear a pullover at work as it
is “smart and comfortable.” He replied
that the pullover is smart and comfort-
able around the home but not applicable
to the formality of business life.

Again I ask, is the Army to be less smart
than civilians ? Am I wrong in thinking
that smartness and formality are part
and parcel of the Army system ?

Oddly enough, all my replies were from
other ranks. What do officers think ?
CaptR Armstrong-Wilson, Blawith,
Ulverston, Lancashire.
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Church to
Museum

The Green Howards appeal for
funds to convert a redundant
medieval church, in Richmond,
Yorkshire, into a regimental
museum has been so successful
that the original target of £52,000
has been raised to £60,000 to
enable the final conversion phase
to be completed professionally.
The English Tourist Board has
loan assistance on gen-
erous terms and the regiment
hopes that any Green Howard
so far not reached, and any
individuals with the regiment’s
interests at heart, will help.
The 14th century church of Holy
Trinity, in the centre of Rich-
mond, will also house the regi-
mental headquarters and, since
the regiment has offered to preserve
part of the building as a small
chaﬂel, the church will still be
a place of worship.

It is hoped the museum will re-
open by Eastér 1973,

The Gulf in verse

“When the purple Oman mountains
Edge the ochre sand

I'm haunted by the beauty of

That ancient empty fand."”

Thus begins one of the items in a
collection of verse by the former
Deputy Commander, Land Forces
Gulf, Colonel F W E Fursdon,
(now with Rhine Army), which he
published when in Bahrain.

The book, “Grains of Sand,” was
produced by Gulf Headquarters

typists and duplicators on repay-
ment. Many of the poems, concerned
with Arabia, previously appeared in
the BOAC monthly publication
Gulf Jet and in the Gulf Mirror.
Colonel Fursdon’s love of the Gulf
area shines through in all of these
pieces. His “Bedu Call” and “The
Sands” evoke the spell of the desert;
he is humorous in ““A Bahrain Fleet”
(of donkeys) and whimsical as in
“Gulf Gremlin” (an imaginary tour
of the Gulf by BAC One-Eleven).

Camel racing, white Arab stallions
and the south of Bahrain complete
the Arabian section. Then Colonel
Furdson turns to love and to a
general pot-pourri “Of Events and
Fancies.” These include his impres-
sions of London during two trips
home and conclude with the philo-
sophical “A Place in the Sun.”

“Grains of Sand” is obtainable
at 75p plus 5p postage from Fine
Feather Production, Elm Tree Cot-
tage, Ridlands Lane, Oxted, Surrey.

Buoth these men are wearme the mew Esgire wigs

that completely satwral and stylish ool
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More and more men

See how the natural hair and longer styling aives them

arewearingwigs that give them a modern
hairstyle in seconds. ..

Get todays casual look!

-« EG50

How often have you felt let down by

your hair? Perhaps you feel it’s too short ?
Sometimes it just won’t go right or

maybe thinning to the extent that it's
impossible to wear a modern hairstyle.
Now you can change all that with the new
natural fashion wig for men. Stylishly
casual, this wig gives you today’s modern
look in seconds! Made from the highest
quality synthetic fibre, simple to put on.
Easy to wear. A comfortable ventilated
stretch base ensures a perfect fit. The
longer styling gives you that undetectable
look so often missing with shorter styles.
Unlike hair-pieces, this is a wig. It ¥
needs no special fixing. Just slip it on
and you're ready to go! Natural, stylish
and with ten colours to choose from,

easily the widest choice available. G
R e s i s s D i
[ AER)
| Pleasesend me........... (total number) wig(s) 1’." -~

at £6.50 each including postage and packing.
I have indicated below the number wanted in
any one or more colour(s).

%

Black Light Blonde &
Dark Brown Reddish Blonde []
Mid Brown 1 Auburn B
GoldenBrown [ Dark Grey

Dark Blonde Light Grey 0

. =

Befare the transformation !

sl
made payable ro
(rotal amoumt)

| enclose cheque/P.0. No
ESQUIRE WIGS for Men for £

A Must for Holidays!

|
|
|
|
Name I
|
|
|
|

f Don’t leave your hair Street
to the mercy of the Fown
sun and sea. Take :
: County .
your wig and look OUNt}
your best for evening Send off completed coupon to :
fun—instantly! LES(LL'IRE WIGS for Men, 38 Poland St, London W.1 5




National ,,
' Army Museum |

Since the National Army Museum

was opened in London’s Chelsea |
! district by the Queen on 11
November, more than 15,000
visitors have seen its exhibits
illustrating the history of the |
Army up to 1914. The collection, |
already of remarkable dimensions
and quality, is growing continually
and many generous gifts have
been received since the opening.
They include the Colour of an
18th century independent com-
pany; a ceremonial silver kukri
presented to General Sir J F S
Coleridge by all ranks of the 8th
Gurkha Rigcs of which he was
colonel from 1925 to 1949; and
the Victoria Cross and Military |
Cross won by Captain A H Barten-
Pooll, Royal Munster Fusiliers, |
in World War One. i
During 1972 it is planned to open
a display of weapons, communica-
tions and transport on the ground
floor of the museum and to revise |
the display at the Sandhurst E
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branch of relics of the Irish
regiments disbanded in 1922 and
the colonial collections.
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REUNIONS

I8th Armourers. Reunion Saturday
13 May, Royal Green Jackets Drill Hall,
56 Davies Street, Mayfair, London W1,
1830 hours. Open to all who are serving
or who have served at any time as arm-
ourer or artificers weapon in RAOC or
REME. Details and application forms
from Maj M G Chetwynd, REME, EME
Branch, HQ South East District, Steeles
Road, Aldershot, Hants.

South Wales Borderers London
Branch of The Royal Regiment of
Woales, Old Comrades. Reunion 22
April. Apply hon treasurer, Maj S P
Hardy, 26 Billington Road, London SE | 4.
The Queen's Own Hussars. Reunion
dinner Saturday 6 May, Criterion in
Piccadilly, London W|. Dress optional.
Tickets £1 40 each, obtainable from Maj
J S Sutherland (Retd), RHQ The Queen’s
Own Hussars, 28 Jury Street,Warwick.

3rd Monmouthshire Regiment Old
Comrades Association. Reunion din-
ner 6 May, Details from Hon Sec, Mr H

Jones, Argyle House, Argyle Way,
Stevenage, Herts. Phone Stevenage
52468.

Middlesex Regiment (DCO). Al-
buhera Service 1430 hours Saturday
I3 May at Regimental Baptistry, St
Paul’'s Cathedral, London EC4. Annual
reunion 1900 hours 13 May, Porchester
Hall, Queensway, London W2.
14th/20th King’s Hussars. Regimental
reunion, " Aliwal Barracks, Tidworth,
5-7 May. Details from Home HQ
14/20H, TA Centre, Clifton, Man-
chester, M27 2PU,

2nd Searchlight Regiment Royal Ar-
tillery Reunion Association. Annual
reunion all ranks, Royal British Legion
Hall, Wimborne, Dorset, 20 May. Church
service, Cranborne Parish Church, 21
May. Details from L C Scott (Hon Sec),
Wyncroft, |3 Victoria Road, Wimborne,
Dorset.

IN TRANSIT

Competition 162 (November) was a
fairly simple exercise in mind-bending
and produced a large number of entries.
The three answers required were: 40
(age of the Scotsman); 245609 (Army
number of the man posted to Nicosia);
staff-sergeant and widower (rank and
marital status of the Englishman),
The full solution was: 245542 Private
Thomas (20), married, Welshman,
osted to Catterick; 245764 Corporal
?ohnson (30), single, Irishman, posted
to Berlin; 245609 Sergeant Smith (40),
divorced, Scotsman, posted to Nicosia;
245999 Staff-Sergeant Brown (50),
w]'liclower, Englishman, posted to Alder-
shot.

Prizewinners:

1 5/Sgt (F of §) M Taylor, Training
Wing, 16 Sig Regt, BFPO 35.

2 M J Emsden, c/o HMB (Officers
Mess), Dover, Kent.

3 WO I (SSM) J L Halsall ROAC,
School of Ordnance, Deepcut, Cam-
berley, Surrey.

4 WO II (RQMS) J Edwards, 49 Fd
Regt RA, BEPO 30.

5 M P Connor, 8 Brownlow Road,
Redhill, Surrey.

6 Maj G K Gillberry, 7 Northfield
Road, Chilwell, Beeston, Notting-
ham, NG9 5GS.

7 Clare Storey (age 13), West Grove,
The Raise, Alston, Cumberland.

8 S/Sgt P Burrell, c/o RNZEME
School, Army Training Group,
Waiouru, New Zealand.

9 T B J] Coombe, The Picton, Wel-
lington College, Crowthorne, Berks.

10 Sgt T Hannam RAPC, c/o Com-
mand Pay Office, Hounslow Heath,
Hounslow, Middlesex.

COLLECTORS’ CORNER

M Stephenson, 83 Greenbank Road,
Darlington.—Seeks copy of old Batsford
book entitled ‘‘Helmets and Body Armour
in Modern Warfare.” Good price paid;
alternatively can anyone loan a copy?
Peter Newark, 86 Park Road, Brent-
wood, Essex.—Requires all types of il-
lustrations on American history, especially
prints, engravings of Western pioneer life:
cowbays, Indians, outlaws, guns, Civil War,
steamboats, trains. Will exchange fine b/w
engravings of Indian Mutiny, Crimean War
and various British battles and generals.
N R Smith, 27 Winchester Way, Rain-
ham, Kent.—Requires Household Cavalry
sword belt.

PC 900 TD D Harris, c/o Metropolitan
Police, Traffic Division, Station Read,
Hampton, Middlesex.—Requires any
items appertaining to The Buffs or Cold-

stream Guards. Exchange or purchase.

J M Brereton, Painscastle, Builth Wells,
Brecknockshire.—Willing to buy any
regimental histories published before 1939.
Bjorn Martensson, Atterbomsgt 16,
75430 Uppsala, Sweden.—Wishes pur-
chase complete volumes SOLDIER Mag-
azine 1946-1954. All replies answered,
Rudy W Basurto, US Department of
Justice, Bureau of Prisons, Federal Cor-
rectional Institution, Lompoc, Califor-
nia, USA.—Wishes expand his worldwide
collection of military insignia. ¢
Capt D C Saunders, 71 Willow Way,
Farnham, Surrey.—Collects British mil-
itary brass, silver and gilt buttons 1800-
1950. Purchase, exchange or sell. All cor-
respondence answered.

James Moran, Rt |, Carl Junction, Mis-
souri, USA 64834.—Wishes exchange US
military cloth and metal insignia for any
type West German military items. Also US
military uniforms or any European uniforms
R J C Darley, 39 College Court, Maid-
stone, Kent.—Requires cap badges Royal
Military School (Edward VIl and George VI
cyphers) also pre-1881 numbered glen-
garry badges 87 and both types of 103.

F € McDonnell, Adjutant, Basildon
Drum and Trumpet Corps, 121 Great
Mistley, Basildon, Essex.—Wishes on
behalf of corps to start collection of cloth
and metal Army badges, also buttons
and militaria generally. All letters will
be answered.

David Girdwood,  Beechcroft, -5t Bos-
wells, Roxburghshire.—Wishes purchase
World War Two plastic infantry cap
badges. Please state prices. All letters
answered.

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

(see page 21)

The two pictures differ in the follows
respects: 1 Top right branch of Ie
cactus. 2. Handle of bucket. 3 Size
of window in left wall. 4 Back o
chair. 5 Top rung of ladder. 6 R in BAR.
7 Horse's mane. 8 Width of left mountain.
9 Handle of axe at right. 10 Direction of
road at bottom left.

PROTECT
your copies

- with
SOLDIER Easibinders

with the SOLDIER
Easibinder

« red leathercloth spine

* matching ‘milskin” cover
* magazine title in gold

* twelve wire rods
 volume number panel

70p each

UK and BFPO
including postage and packing
(overseas rates on application)

Binders (13)
Clayton Barracks, Aldershot
Hants.

Cheques etc payable - SOLDIER

THE GORDON BOYS’ SCHOOL

The National Memorial to General Gordon

A boarding school for boys 12 to 18 years. Stands in fifty acre
land. It has a very high proportion of sons of servicemen and is
particularly sympathetic to their educational needs. Courses to ‘O’
and 'A’ level. Fees allied to Service Education Allowance. Wide
range of sports facilities and heated swimming pool.

Full details may be obtained by writing to The Head Master,

The Gordon Boys® School, West End, Woking, Surrey.

s
s of

SERVICES

JOBFINDER

SEE ALSO PAGES
6, 30 & 34.

THE VICTORY
EX-SERVICES CLUB

2 minutes Marble Arch.
The perfect centre for
sight-seeing. Ideal for
reunions. Details and
form from

The Secretary,
Victory Club,

63-79, Seymour Street,
London, W.2.

Available all F.S. replacement Medals/Cam-
paign Stars of WWII, British/UN Koreas, Army
& RAF G.S. Medals: GEQ VI & E Il R period
(with any Clasp: Palestine, S.E. Asia 45-46,
Palestine 45-48, Malaya, Cyprus, Near East,
Arabian Peninsula & Brunei), New Br G.S
Medal bar BORNEO, RADFAN & SOUTH
ARABIA (copy), Africa G.S. Medal Clasp
Kenya, New IGS Medals Clasps 36-37 or
37-38, Jubilee 35, Coronation 37, Coronation 53,

& GC, MM, Pakistan Medals, Indian Indep
Medal & WWI. F.S. Medal Ribbons at 30p a yard.

Fine Woollen Carpets hand made, Sam Browne
Belts, Blazer Bad & Collectors Bad. &
Medals—a speciality.

Please write by AIR MAIL for price list with 20p
B.P.O.

YOUSAF & CO., 10 THE MALL,
LAHORE 3, PAKISTAN

[ MOUNT DRCHIDS

ORCHID
 CORSAGE

:GIVE HER A PRESENT
VSHE WILL NEVER FORI

A fabulous
real orchid
corsage,
elegantly packed
in beautiful presentation
case. A wonderful gift
ANY TIME—Birthdays,
anniverseries and all those special =
occasions, LASTS FOR WEEKS in the water
sealed tube supplied. This exotic Orchid Cor-
sage is supplied complete with asparagus fern
and special pin, Order NOW enclose your mes-
sageand we willdespatch for youat the time you
request. ONLY 90p. plus 10p carr. etc. 2 in
one pack for £1-50 carr, free.
MOUNT ORCHIDS (SD11)
Otterden, Faversham, Kent
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“Military Musical Pageant” (Excerpts
from the Army Benevolent Fund’s Military
Musical Pageant performed at Wembley
Stadium on Saturday 3 July 1971) (Producer:
Major A F Jackman) (Musical Director:
Major ] H Howe) (Principal Guest Conductor:
Lieutenant-Colonel R Bashford) (Philips
6308078) .

This LP is vast in every sense of the word—
sheer magnitude of sound, resources, scope,
imagination, number of participants and
above all the skill and quality of the whole
enterprise.

And for the first time in my experience the
record engineer’s name is at the top of the
sleeve among the conductors instead of
in its usual place in the bottom right-hand
corner. His name is Peter OIlliff and to
him is due the whole credit for capturing on
disc this great musical occasion.

Most of you will remember the first Wem-
bley pageant (LP reviewed SOLDIER, Sep-
tember 1970). This one is even bigger in
scope, involving about 1200 musicians plus
horses, guns and vehicles all used to musical
ends. Every branch of Army music is repres-
ented and this may well be the high peak of
military music as we have known it for 400
years. Its like may never be seen or heard
again—certainly nothing so comprehensive—
so your collection of records will never be
fully representative without this LP. You can’t

afford to miss it.
MILITARY @

PAGEANT

Three kinds of fanfare—bugle, cavalry
trumpet and herald trumpet—open the page-
ant and announce the entry of the massed
bands of the Foot Guards playing Ketelbey’s
“Knights of the Queen” and Flotsam’s
“Changing of the Guard.,”

A great army of pipers, including the Gurk-
has, performs the slow march “My Home”
and then “The 79th’s Farewell to Gibraltar,”
all of which is merely a prelude to the
showpiece of the evening, “The Battle of
Waterloo.”’

Although you cannot see them, Wellington
and Napoleon and their staffs survey the
scene and direct operations while Major
Jimmy Howe, from the rostrum, tic-tacs their
decisions to the “troops.”

A tremendous kaleidoscope of sound and
effects—bugle and trumpet calls, guns, rifle
volleys, cheers and counter-cheers—creates an
atmosphere never quite caught before on
record. Even the Prussians’ late arrival on the
battlefield is depicted.

Side two begins with mounted music, a
massed cavalry and corps bands item of great
ingenuity at Wembley but here reduced to
two pieces, Wagner’s prelude to “Lohengrin”
and the “Nibelungen-March.” Yet again the
“Light of Foot” prove one of the show’s
highlights as The Light Division “do their
thing” at 160 to the minute. At one stage the
Gurkhas reach 168 in outdoing their col-
leagues. Thrilling stuff—and to hell with
the drill books.

The massed bands with the aid of the Knel-
ler Hall trumpeters vary the image with two
pop-type numbers, “Theme and Rock-Out’*
and *“Trumpets Wild,”” and all remain in the
arena to form the main body for the finale
when, to this mass of musicians, are added the
bugles of The Light Division and Gurkhas,
the pipes and drums of nearly every Scottish
regiment, the many corps of drums, mounted
Household Cavalry bands and sundry direc-
tors of music and bandmasters.

A list of the music played ? Why worry—
you’ll never have heard it played like this
anyway.

No other army in the world could ever
have produced such a glorious pageant
and if the apogee of military music past, pres-
ent and probably future is of any interest to
you, then here it is. Buy some fine stereo
equipment to go with it. RB

“Great Film Themes” (Band of the Scots
Guards) (Director of Music: Major James
H Howe) (Fontana 6309 012)

I seem to remember giving the Scots Guards
a “pass with honours” for their last LP—but
not this time. The band plays well enough, if
without much gusto, but who can blame them
with such dull stuff as most of this music is ?
And the arrangements are even more unin-
spired, making of the whole thing, instead of
a sparkling Technicolour 1970s super-film, a
dreary British B picture of the 1940s. The
themes are famous, but with one or two ex-
ceptions not great. The engineers too have
done a less-than-brilliant job this time.

Ron Goodwin’s three contributions are
wisely separated by the whole length of the
record for the first track is the theme from the
“Battle of Britain,” a poor imitation of his
own great and terrifically effective ““633 Squad-
ron” which ends the LP. Also from “The
Battle of Britain™ is his “Luftwaffe March,”
a very pale and unmemorable imitation of the
German march style.

Maurice Jarre’s music for “Lawrence of
Arabia” is altogether more virile stuff but
even here the general effect is uncommitted.
The only perfect gem on side one is a straight-
forward version of “Voice of the Guns” by
that reliable composer of film music, Kenneth
J Alford. Typical music for an epic film drama
(or in this case TV series) is “Victory at Sea”
by Richard Rodgers, who should have stuck to
writing great songs; it is absolutely awash
with MGM Western-type clichés and ex-
ceedingly  dull to boot.

On side two are a puerile arrangement of
“The Valiant Years’ (also by Richard Rod-
gers), “The Dambusters March” by Eric
Coates, the theme from “Exodus” played too
slowly, a “Longest Day"” march of many long-
ueurs, a nostalgic theme from “The Way to the
Stars,” a highly risible “Warsaw Concerto”
from the weepy ‘“Dangerous Moonlight,”” and
the onereally bright spot, ““633 Squadron.” RB
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“World Tour” (Band of the Scots Guards)
(Director of Music: Major James H Howe)
(Philips 630068)

I go along with this Scots Guards record
though. Like the recent Royal Engineers
disc it takes us on a world tour but this time
to many more countries, The Scots Guards
are indeed, as the sleeve claims, the most-
travelled band of recent years and no doubt
several of these marches were picked up on
their journeys.

For collectors the start of the tour with the
over-recorded “Liberty Bell” is a disappoint-
ment but there are rarities to follow. Holland
is represented by Stenz’s ‘“Manoeuvre
March,” a very typical and good example,
and Scotland by Major Howe’s own “‘Pride of
Princes Street.” A march called “Gunkan”
from Japan is a little disappointing too, for
like most Japanese march composers I know,
Tokichi Setoguchi has studied his Western
counterparts too assiduously; more interest-

ing than most of its kind though. Then comes
a “great” from France—“Quand Madelon,”
Allier’s fine adaptation of the old tune.
Canada has a two-tune medley, “Land
of the Maple and Beaver,” and Germany,
I’m afraid, “Old Comrades.”

One of the finest of all time, “The March
of the Belgian Parachutists” by Leemans,
opens side two. I have long wanted to record
it for the Grenadiers have the original score
and were the first to play it here many years
ago. A sturdy march “Sons of New Zealand™
is well worth its place as is “Espafia” on
themes from Chabrier’s “Espafia’ but why,
since all the other arrangers are mention-
ed, is that old warhorse W T Hughes (now
84) not given his credit ?

The choices for England are Alford’s
“Army of the Nile” and a bit of “Pomp and
Circumstance No. 1 but Austria’s “Wien
Bleibt Wien’ is not too overdone. Australia
is represented by “Waltzing Matilda.” RB



Build your

savings
with

Provident

Justas ourarchitects designed
our Head Office for us we will
design a savings plan for you
to fit your term of service and
future prospects.

We will take into consideration
any unusual requirements you
may have and produce a tailor-
made assurance plan for your
- [ Te consideration.

| 1
I n E I L I F E To: Provident Life Association of London
Limited, Provident House, 246 Bishopsgate,

THE .INSURANCE SERVICE FOR THE SERVICES London E.C.2. Tel: 01-247 3200.

Please ask one of your Life Assurance
Specialists to call,

Name and-Rank........c.c.oivan i s

Address................

- PROVIDENT LIFE

ASSOCIATION OF LONDON LTD. s
PROVIDENT HOUSE, 246 BISHOPSGATE EC2

Toke rapid action about new
__Triton Sport-Canoe

The Latest Concept in Watersport Fun

-

Travelling light
Sport Canoe is 9’ 3"
yvet weighs less than 38 Ibs

Sport Canoe is the ultra-fast
way [0 get maximum enjoyment from
sea, surf, river or lake. The brilliantly practical aercdynamic hull fairly skims across the surface,
yet with positive buoyancy and no well to fill is totally unsinkable. Beautifully-finished, no-
maintenance, glass fibre construction in choice of mind blowing single and duo colours.®* Simply
sit in the moulded cockpit and GO! Price £39.50 inc. carriage, England and Wales only, or
complete with 7' paddle, £42.50. -
*lce White, Tropical Red, Deep Blue and Rocket Yellow. State colour for hull and deck. ==

Get moving fast by ordering now or by writing for full details to : WESTCOAST-GM SALES, HOLYWELL HOUSE, EXETER ROAD, EXTON, DEVON.
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Purely
Personal

GALLANTRY AWARDS

In the first list of awards for service in
Northern Ireland since the Prime Minister
announced that service in Ulster would be
eligible for the full range of awards, no
details of the actions for which they have
been given are being released. This is in the
interests of the personal safety of the recipients
and their families.

Brigadier F E Kitson is awarded the
CBE for gallantry while Lieutenant-Colonel
R Eccles, The Green Howards, and Lieu-
tenant-Colonel R K Guy, The Royal Green
Jackets, both receive the Distinguished
Service Order.

The OBE for gallantry is awarded to
Lieutenant-Colonel C R Huxtable, The
Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, and Lieu=
tenant-Colonel G H W Howlett, The
Parachute Regiment.

There are four awards of the MBE for
gallantry, They go to: Captain C R M
Kemball, The Royal Green Jackets, War-
rant Officer I T B Latham, The Green
Howards, and Captain A R Redwood-
Davies, The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment.
The other was to Padre Gerry Weston,
the Roman Catholic Chaplain who died in the
bomb explosion at Aldershot.

An MBE for meritorious service goes to
Major P W Graham, The Gordon High-
landers.

Three officers of The Royal Green Jackets,
Major I D Corden-Lloyd, Lieutenant
C L Burrage and Second-Lieutenant
M Smith receive the Military Cross for
gallant service as does Major P H Kingston,
The Parachute Regiment.

The George Medal for outstanding bravery
is awarded to Captain A J Clouter, Captain
D Markham and Warrant Officer II
T J Green, all Royal Army Ordnance Corps.

Eight Military Medals are awarded. They
go to: Colour Sergeant E Bright, The
Royal Green Jackets; Corporal E W Fisher
and Corporal G Crossland, The Green
Howards; Corporal C R Chinn and

Private C J Butler, The Queen’s Regiment ;
Corporal B Togg and Private S Burlace,
The Parachute Regiment; and Sapper A G
Young, Royal Engineers.

Trenches cocktail

A cocktail created by members of the Machine
Gun. Corps in World War One brought a
prize to a veteran who still drinks it, 80-year-
old Major D O Dixon (above, right),
secretary of the corps’ Old Comrades
Association.

Major Dixon won first prize, six bottles of
Dubonnet, in a drinks recipe contest for
“Bonny Dutch.” This drink, a rare treat
for the soldiers in France during 1914-18, is
composed of a third of gin, two-thirds of
Dubonnet and a splash of soda.

T g —

Well, is it?

“Is it cold up there ?” is the sort of smart-alec
question which Irish Guardsman Stephen
Mallett (above) must be heartily sick of.
For Stephen, a towering seven feet two
inches, is the tallest man in The Household
Division and possibly Britain’s lankiest
soldier. The little chap hovering round his
knees is three year-old Jimmy McGookin,
who measures only 36 inches in his socks
and is the son of another soldier serving
with the Irish Guards in Hong Kong.

Minister at Mons

When Lord Balniel, Minister of State for
Defence, paid an official visit to Mons
Officer Cadet School, Aldershot, he had a
surprise meeting with his cousin, Officer
Cadet Valentine Cecil, aged 19. Above:
The Minister tries his hand with a general-
purpose machine-gun.

Two-star karter

Even a general can be a novice in some
things. On this occasion it was Major-
General W Holme, commanding Near East
Land Forces, when he visited the Episkopi
Go-Kart Club in Cyprus. Equipped with
two-star plates to match his rank, General
Holme (above) “put up a very creditable
performance,” report the karters.

Ski secretary-general

Captain Jan Lundgrum (left), of the
Swedish Army, has been nominated to act
as Secretary-General of the first military
world ski championships to be held in
Sweden next year.

Recently Jan has been in Austria helping
in the langlauf course setting for 4th Division,
British Army of the Rhine, and the Army ski
meetings. He describes the British army
ski-ers as “‘hard triers. They have improved
a great deal over the past few years and there
are quite a few who display first-class
techniques.”
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Lk
 have news
from home

No news is bad news. Forces
Bookshops help keep you in
touch with daily events at
home via newspapers, give
you leisurely reading in
magazines and offer many
an evening’s entertainment
in books. If you have any
difficulty obtaining them
fill in the coupon for details
of nearest Forces Bookshop
S N WS N AN R PR TS S R AT

SERVICES CENTRAL BOOK DEPOT

CLOCKTOWER ROAD, WORTON ROAD,
ISLEWORTH, MIDDX.

Please send me details of my nearest
Forces Bookshop.

Name
Address

38
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Medals

“British Battles and Medals”’(Major
¥ L Gordon) (Fourth edition, revised
by Edward C Joslin)

“Collecting Military Medals: A Be-
ginner’s Guide” (Colin Narbeth)
This new edition of Major J L
Gordon’s standard reference book
for medal collectors has been com-
pletely revised and brought up to
date by Mr E C Joslin of Spink’s
medal department. A major work on
a fascinating subject, it describes in
some detail every campaign medal
to be awarded since the Armada with
the historical reasons for their award
and the names of ships, regiments
and Royal Air Force squadrons
whose personnel are entitled to them.

Thus, for the Seringapatam Medal
the following regiments are listed as
having taken part in the campaign
which culminated in the capture of
the fortress on 4 May 1799: 19th,
22nd light dragoons, 12th, 33rd, 57th,
73rd, 74th, 75th, 77th, 102nd, 103rd
regiments of foot; Scots Brigade
(94th), and Régiment de Meuron,
composed of Swiss mercenaries. In
addition, all the native units are
listed such as detachments of Bengal
Artillery, Bombay Artillery, Madras
Artillery, Coast Artillery, Madras
Engineers, Madras Cavalry and num-
erous infantry units,

A whole page is devoted to this
award giving detailed information
varying from such intriguing intel-
ligence as the distribution of the
£1,140,000 prize money awarded

Warriors and
Fighting Men

KEITH ELLIS

for the capture of Seringapatam—
£100,000 for the commander-in-
chief, £7 for a private—to the num-
bers of gold, silver gilt, silver, bronze
and tin medals struck and details
concerning their suspension.
The many illustrations include a
100-medal coloured ribbon chart and
there is a wealth of information of a
more general nature such as the
sections on shooting medals, Indian
Army ranks and their British equiva-
lents, a table of British cavalry and
infantry regiments, each accompa-
nied by a few key words of regimental
history. A useful glossary, a biblio-
graphy and a good index round off
a satisfying volume. Expensive, but
well worth it to the keen collector.

A beginner’s guide is the apt sub-
title of Colin Narbeth’s expertly
compiled and thoughtfully written
book. This it most certainly is and a
little bit more besides for, in addition
to setting down in uncomplicated
language all the background infor-
mation necessary to a budding medal
collector, the author helps the novice
to extract the maximum fulfilment
from his new hobby.

The first two chapters deal with
Army and Navy medals while other

sections concentrate on Waterloo, the
Crimea and medals issued for ser-
vice in Africa, India, China and
other theatres of war. There are some
useful tips on display and a chapter
on the naming of medals includes
some handy advice on how to spot a
forgery. Some 48 photographs illus-
trate the text and there is a full-col-
our reference plate of 36 well-known
ribbons.

Recommended reading for the
beginner.
1 Spink, £10

2 Lutterworth Press, £1.50 JFP]

Men at arms

“Warriors and Fighting Men” (Keith
Ellis)

It is asking rather a lot to cram the
history of warfare into a mere 128
pages even though they do measure
11 by 8 inches, but Mr Ellis makes a
fair job of skimming the surface to
present a lucid and readable survey
of men-at-arms.

Perhaps the most outstanding
feature 1s the clarity with which he
traces the development of weaponry.
We see the disciplined Roman le-
gions breaking the age-old phalanxes
only to give way to the charging
cavalry horde, The horseman rode
supreme until he faced the deadly
longbows of Plantagenet England
and the equally lethal 18-foot pikes
of the Swiss.

The infantryman was well on the

way to resuming his ancient suprem-

acy when gunpowder came on the
scene to confirm it. It is easy then to
follow his steps from musketeer to
fusilier to rifleman and machine-
gunner.

Mr Ellis goes on to examine the
thoughts and careers of generals and
military theorists—Gustavus Adol-
phus, Frederick the Great, Marlbo-
rough, Napoleon, Clausewitz, Moltke
—and then brings the story right
up-to-date with discussions on air
power, guerilla warfare and nuclear
warfare,

Despite its brevity,and the need to
exclude so much, this book is well
illustrated and makes an excellent
introductory volume to any serious
study of warfare.

Wavyland (Publishers) Ltd, 101 Gray’s
Inn Road, London WC1, £2.25
Jcw

Green berets

“Four Five: The Story of 45 Com-
mando, Royal Marines 1943-1971"
(David Young)

I have read many regimental and
unit histories but cannot recall any
previous instance of killing an enemy
with one blow of the fist. This hap-
pened during the crossing of the
River Weser in 1945, the most fierce-
ly opposed of the four major river
crossings undertaken by 45 Royal
Marine Commando during the
North-West Europe campaign.

As A Troop’s commander, Cap-
tain Dudley Coventry, led his men
along the river bank an SS man leapt
out at him from behind a hedgerow.
For a brief moment the two oppo-
nents confronted each other in sheer

disbelief but the marine gathered his
wits first and felled the SS man with
a mighty punch to the jaw. The
padre went to give first aid and
found the German was dead.

Mr Young, who served in the

Royal Marines from 1960 to 1970
and did two tours with “Four Five,”
covers the stirring history of this
splendid unit, from its formation in
1943, across the beaches of Normandy
into the heart of Germany, from



Malaya to Tanganyika, from Cyprus
and Aden to Belfast and *““the sorrow-
ful task of peacekeeping within our
shores.”

Despite initial problems of ac-
ceptance by “blue” marines, the
green berets have more than upheld
the tradition of the corps and none
more so than those of “Four Five.”
Mr Young does full justice to them in
a book which deserves a wide reader-

ship.
Leo Cooper, £4.20 JCW

Battle Group
Peiper

“Massacre at Malmedy”
Whiting)

Joachim “Jochen” Peiper could well
have been the archetype of the SS
man. A dedicated, brave and ruth-
less fanatic, he fitted almost exactly
the blueprint laid down by Hitler
and Himmler. That was why, at 29,
he had command of the 5000-strong
1st SS Panzer Regiment and why
this veteran of a hundred bitter
battles found himself spearheading
Hitler’s last throw, the Ardennes
attack of December 1944.

It could have been a ride to imper-
ishable glory. Instead, Peiper’s tanks
drove to everlasting infamy with the
massacre of some 70 captured Amer-
ican artillerymen on their record. The
US official history estimates that
Peiper’s command also murdered
about 300 other US prisoners and at
least 100 Belgian civilians.

Battle Group Peiper finally ran
out of steam when surrounded in the
village of La Gleize. The colonel led
his survivors out on foot and regained
the German lines on Christmas Eve.

Mr Whiting sets out to trace the
fortunes of Peiper and his men. He
had done his research well and inter-
viewed many witnesses, even track-
ing down Peiper in embittered re-
tirement in Stuttgart. Unfortunately
he has chosen an episodic style of
presentation. The result is a some-
what disjointed narrative, Mr Whit-
ing is much happier when following
the fate of the SS leader and his men
at their subsequent interrogation and
trial for war crimes. Indeed his des-
cription of the game of legal cat-and-
mouse which followed is both lucid

(Charles

Bachelor at war

“Little Hodge” (The Marguess of
Anglesey)

Modern wars are recorded for pos-
terity by the all-seeing TV camera
and the professional journalist. The
result is a clinical analysis of cause
and effect so impersonal that each

before. How refreshing it therefore
is to read the scribbled diaries and
letters of a participant who wrote for
himself.

Colonel Edward Cooper Hodge,
4th Dragoon Guards, was not an
outstanding soldier. Although a
Regular, he hated the idea of
campaigning in the Crimea and
was much happier reading Scott’s
novels or collecting flowers to send
home to his mother. Yet he was an
honest conscientious man, devoid of
ambition and as tidy in his personal
habits as any bachelor in the Army.

Even though he was involved in
the charge of the Heavy Brigade at
Balaclava his comments are inter-
esting because of the minor details
so many others missed—how well
fed the French were, the extensive
use of camels, the trouble caused by
snakes, ants and mice and the fact
that all the British plans were repor-
ted in advance in The Times.

A very well-edited book of a fas-
cinating character greatly enriched by
a wide range of illustrations and clear

maps.
Leo Cooper, £3.15 AWH

Professional
soldier

“Blaise de Monluc” (edited by Ian
Roay)

“This was the first execution I did at
coming from my own house without
sentence or writing ; for in such mat-
ters, I have heard, men must begin
with execution, and if everyone that
had the charge of provinces had done
the same, they had put out the fire
that has since consumed all.” This
extract from the “Commentaires”
of Blaise de Monluc is striking proof
that our century has no monopoly of
violent men.

Monluc was a Gascon who served
in Italy at Pavia, Cérisoles and Siena
during the long Hapsburg-Valois
wars, His loyalty to the throne was
such that he won the patronage of
the notorious Catherine de Medici. As
a devoted servant he was ordered to
Guienne to suppress the Huguenots
—and did so with brutal efficiency.
He was badly wounded when his
face was shattered by an arque-
bus shot and for the rest of his
life wore a mask.

Although a hard professional

The Valois-Habsburg
Wars and the
French Wars of Religion

Blaise de Monluc

Edited by law Ruy

much in common with the tradition-
al cavaliers of Gascony like d’Artag-
nan and Cyrano de Bergerac. He too
was just as proud, ambitious and
boastful as he was brave and quick-
witted. ;

While the aim of the “Military
Memoirs” series, introducing the
general public to relatively unknown
personalities, is worthwhile, Mon-
luc’s text, even in translation, would
be difficult to follow without the
biographical notes and glossary.
Longman, £3.50 A

Lupin palm trees

“Airfix Magazine Annual” (edited by
Chris Ellis)

How good are you at recognising
historic military vehicles ? Could you
pick out a Vickers light tank Mk
VIC and an Alecto 95-millimetre
self-propelled gun from wartime
photographs ? Whether you could or
not, you will certainly be fascinated
by the pictorial “Military Quiz”
which is a feature in the Airfix
Magazine Annual,

This annual is the first of its kind
and contains expanded and updated
articles from Airfix plastic model-
lers’ magazine as well as original
“jumbo” sized features by regular
contributors. Chris Ellis, an expert
ggj model armoured fighting vehicles,

ts

and gripping.
Leo Cooper, £2.75 JCW

succeeding war seems like the one

soldier thriving on war, Monluc had

both the magazine and the
annual.

ARMOUR IN ACTION No. |

THE VALENTINE IN
NORTH AFRICA 1942-43

Bryan Perrett

First in new series. Deals with im-
portant types of armoured vehicles or
engagements in which use of armour
was paramount. This is an epic of
courage and endurance, told from the
crew members’ point of view. The
text is supported by 48 pages of
dramatic photographs.

81" x 53"
80pp (plus 48pp illustrations)

£1.80

FIGHTING VEHICLES OF
THE RED ARMY

Bryan Perrett
First book to provide a complete

reference of every wheeled, half tracked
and tracked vehicle in the world’'s
largest army. Not only is the history,
design and development of vehicles in
current service fully detailed but the
story is taken back to the date of the
Revolution.

NATO ARMOUR
Bryan Perrett

The principal vehicles which are, or
have heen, in service with NATO are
described and illustrated here, in"
the order British, American, French
and West German.

7+ x4 £1.50 7" x 9" (landscape) £2.10

104pp (fully illustrated) 128pp (fully illustrated)
.-——————————————————t\

Orders can be made | Please send me a copy of \

through bookshops, ; your book list N\

or direct fo the : NAME “..iiiivininennnvsinisvisssniaad e N

publishers. Please

i remittance, | ADDRESS ... icinuiivieiinnsassnnsvas iy i >

p.fus 10‘0 per £ for I ............................................ sir e . 7

postage and Pack- | .............cc..cccierriisesenneanancet R 7

ing. {in U). | Terminal House, Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 8AS. Y

PAGE 45




more books

Royal Dilley, president of the
British Model Soldier Society, de-
scribes how to make a Long Range
Desert Group diorama with items
from commercially available kits
using lupins as palm trees and plastic

FAMOUS REGIMENTS

A series edited by Lieut-Gen Sir Brian Horrocks

(] THE QUEEN’S ROYAL REGIMENT (WEST SURREY) £1.25

[0 THE ROYAL FUSILIERS £1.25 putty to make berets and arab head-
[] THE ROYAL NORFOLK REGIMENT £1.25 fgesséh()thgllmgltgrylﬂmCICg’ s
[ - Uurci T1Age. ayer word-
(] THE SOMERSET LIGHT INFANTRY £1.25 fisk torpedo bomsber, Meliesichaiii
(] THE GREEN HOWARDS £ Me262 jet aircraft, and Eighgh
[J THE ROYAL HAMPSHIRE REGIMENT £1.25 i _ﬁ?gg;fogg:"e‘;‘;"dfe“el:;;f;“
[] THE ROYAL BERKSHIRE REGIMENT £1.25 Services”—suffers from poor i g
[] THE KING’S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS £1.25 wcﬁ{k which anyway is in black-and-
white,
[] THE YORK AND LANCASTER REGIMENT £1.25 The annual has 96 pages with 246
[J THE HIGHLAND LIGHT INFANTFRY £1.25 photographs and provides a fund
[] THE ROYAL FLYING CORPS £1.25 gf Pracﬂcald mfomtlaﬂm for both
eginner and expert.

[] THE 10TH ROYAL HUSSARS £1.50 Patrick Stephens, £1.25 HH
[J THE 17TH/21ST LANCERS £1.50
] THE SCOTS GUARDS £1.50
() THE SUFFOLK REGIMENT £1.50 The Diary of a Desert Rat [l G ol 3]s |
] THE SOUTH WALES BORDERERS £1.50 e the peace
] THE BLACK WATCH £1.50 Edited by Alex Bowlby P .
(] THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS £1.50 G e, Bevecs” (M
(] THE ARGYLL AND SUTHERLAND HIGHLANDERS £7.50 While it is ‘fashionable in 'some
[] THE WILTSHIRE REGIMENT £1.50 quarters to knock the United Nations,
[] THE RHODESIAN AFRICAN RIFLES £1.50 ;E:;ogifgf: g ]:h? a:;a?;:;mlﬁgeg'
[] THE WORCESTERSHIRE REGIMENT £1.75 peace during the third quarter of
[] THE KING’S OWN YORKSHIRE LIGHT INFANTRY £1.75 this century. In this excellent and
[] THE ROYAL HORSE GUARDS (THE BLUES 1 by Toads e Do

) £1.75 bottle, one-time chief of staff of the
[] THE ROYAL NORTHUMBERLAND FUSILIERS £1.75 UN force in Cyprus, asserts that

there is nothing to replace the peace-
keeping machine of the United
Nations. It has no national, inter-

[J] THE BEDFORDSHIRE AND HERTFORDSHIRE REGT £1.75
[[] THE DUKE OF CORNWALL’S LIGHT INFANTRY £1.75

[] THE DORSET REGIMENT £L75 naIt_iIonz:il olr transriational sublsatlitute.

. e declares: “It is essential that
D THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON’S REGIMENT £lrs the machinery be made as workable
[ THE EAST YORKSHIRE REGIMENT £2.10 as possible. The will of the inter-
[J THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE REGIMENT £2.10 national community must be aroused

on matters of vital future interest to

(] THE OXFORDSHIRE & BUCKINGHAMSHIRE LINF  £2.10 the world—inciuding the sl 1

[[] THE LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS £2.10 United Nations’ peacekeeping in
[] THE ROYAL TANK REGIMENT (Special) £2.10 . restricting and ending violence, in
1 thy
[ THE LIFE GUARDS £2.10 Taro, china \Er%l%ggc}f:ng:eac;; uiecﬁﬁ‘i‘e“‘;'éicﬁ
[0 THE ROYAL SCOTS GREYS £2.10 The Diary of a Desert Rat” (R L fullyh 3nd just settlements can be
. “The Diary of a Desert Rat” reached.”
[] THE 11TH HUSSARS (Special) £2.10 Crimp) i One cannot disagree with him
[ THE ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CORPS (Special) £2.10 Banker Crimp landed at Suez in  after reading his catalogue of United
[0 THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS £2.50 July 1941, a rifleman in a London-  Nations successes—Egypt 1956-67,
) recruited battalion of light infantry Congo 1960-64, Cyprus 1964-71,
[] THE RED DEVILS (Special) £2.75 in which he later became a signaller. West Irian (formerly West New
[ THE ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS 305 He served with his unit throughout Guinea) 1962-63, Korea 1950-53
the dgsert C‘t}llﬂ‘l!)%ilgﬂ- Hehswaf}m’-s and all the observer missions be-
............................................................ aroun in t e ue wlt a oc tween 1946 and 1971.
column, one of those self-contained The author has aimed at presentin,
MEN AT WAR p g 9
formations that sprang from the in his 157 pages a “guide book” to
[] VOL 1 BROKEN IMAGES (4 War Journal) £1.75 %mlcbblilau{’ (&J:f I\}/Ilajor-Genstal Jolck the more prominenat efforts, dgscriébl; 4
¢ . 2 ampbel . He manned a tele- ing the causes and effects of ea 1
[J VOL 2 LION RAMPANT (I5th Scottish Division) L5753 phone on a minefield gap at Ala- co;gaﬁict then covering the conduct of
[] VOL 3 THE FORTRESS (Anzio and After) £2.10 _mein,;vas cut off with cflus unit wl'tlgn the operations themselves. He cer-
[] VOL 4 PRISONERS OF HOPE (Chindits) £2.10 it made an epic stand against the tainly achieves his object in a book
panzers and soldiered on to see the which every soldier likely to wear
............................................................ Afrika Korps surrender in Tunisia. - the blue begt should read and digest. ;
For desert veterans he provides a Nor should readership be confined i
[ THE BLUE BERETS (UN Peacekeeping Forces) £2.10 wealth of nostalgia, and for young- . to soldiers. The more people who
................................................. sters perhaps a few ecye-openers. get this message the better.
"""""" There are the bull of infantry base  Leo Cooper, £2.50 JCW
[] FOUR FIVE (45 Command RM) £4.20 depots at Geneifa and Beni Yusef,

Send to

SOLDIER (BK 26), CLAYTON BKS, ALDERSHOT, HANTS.

Enclosed cheque/PO for £
Please mail titles as marked above to:

payable to SOLDIER

leave in Cairo with visits to the
YMCA in Sharia Soliman Pasha and
to the Berka, desert char brewed over
a petrol fire, and the eternal flies.
There is also the old soldiers’ slang
with Middle East additions. Lin-
guists may like to try this one: “Taro,
china, just shufti this! The kooloo’s
zift. Duff scoff peachy if Ombasha

For wargamers

“The Alma 1854 (Major H E D
Harris)

All too often for the enthusiastic
wargamer one side or another in a
particular battle has a clear advantage
in numbers, fire-power or leadership.

R e R - v PSR R N can’t buddly ’em.”* In this latest addition to Knight's
""""""" Ex-Rifleman Crimp offers no “Battles for Wargamers” series
TR e LR e S e s S U SO profound thoughts on warfare, just they will find in the Alma a battle
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a simple, intimate and illegal diary
of very active service.

Leo Cooper, £2.50 RLE
*“One moment, pal, just look at
this! The whole lot’s bad. Rotten
meal soon if the corporal can’t get
them exchanged.”

which either side could have won at

almost every stage. There were no

cavalry charges worth mentioning,
no real hand-to-hand infantry
mélées, no attempts at encircling, no
efforts to reconnoitre or even co-
operate with supporting units.



The British, French and Turks
landed in the Crimea in 1854 with
the specific purpose of capturing
Sevastopol. On the heights of the
Alma they encountered the Russians.
The huge allied force of 63,000
men and 128 guns lumbered into
position and after hours of delay
launched a frontal attack. For a
moment the issue - hung in the
balance as some regiments withdrew
but the Highlanders and Guards
saved the day.

Little more than a tactical victory,
the Alma is characterised by the
age and ineptitude of the British
generals.

The French, who have previously
received less than their share of
credit, were far superior.

A wuseful, small and
volume.

Charles Knight, 90p

compact

AWH

Sense of duty
“Gunner  Subaltern 1914-1918”
( Fulian Tyndale-Boscoe)

In 1914 the young cadets at Cannock
Chase camp celebrated the out-
break of hostilities so boisterously
that it nearly provoked a riot.
Convinced that the war would be
great fun and would last but a few
short weeks, they made desperate
attempts to enlist in any unit going
overseas. With his admitted lack of
training the author was lucky to
find a place in the Royal Horse
Artillery.

After a short period of intensive
training the regiment found itself
near Ypres and the reality of trench
warfare. Constantly irritated by
rats and lice in the cratered land-
scape, its men saw close friends
mutilated and killed by gas and shell.
Occasionally the madness was made

more unrealistic by leaves in Pic-
cadilly. Inevitably, at the Somme,
the author was hit.

Recovered from his wound he
went to Egypt and then Palestine
where he saw Lawrence and Allenby,
swam in the Dead Sea, chased
“Johnny Turk,” visited Nazareth
and suffered sand flies and dysentery.

Despite the frightful ordeal which
the author and his generation en-
dured they did not lose their sense
of fun. Their sense of duty was
even more impressive and it is
unlikely that we will ever see the
same again,

An interesting, simple account of
war through the eyes of a young
man.

Leo Cooper, £2.50 AWH

In brief

“British Cavalry Standards” (Dino
Lemonofides)

Concise yet comprehensive, this
guide to the standards, guidons and
drum banners of Briush cavalry
regiments from 1660 to the present
time comes as a companion volume
to Mr Lemonofides’s ‘“British In-
fantry Colours” and so completes
his coverage of British regimental
standards. Colour prints, photo-
graphs and line drawings support an
informative text made the more in-
teresting by its historical content. An
appendix giving the sizes of stan-
dards and guidons will be welcomed
by modellers.

Almark, £1.75 (hard cover), £1.25
(paper cover)

“Insignia, Decorations and Badges of
the Third Reich” (R Kahl)

This detailed, well-illustrated work
covering the whole insignia spectrum
of the Third Reich is conveniently

divided into six sections. The first
shows nearly all the known Nazi
party and state insignia while section
two concentrates on orders and dec-
orations. Section three provides the
collector with much-needed infor-
mation on the donation and propa-
ganda badges of the period, 270
examples out of a possible 32,000
being cited. Sections four and five
deal with the insignia and awards of
the Dutch and Norwegian Nazi
movements and the last section
gives a few examples of “foreign”
Nazi organisation badges.

A A [Johnston, Pitney, Langport,
Somerset, £4

“Collecting Militaria”
Fohnson)

Badges, swords and daggers, uni-
forms, books and maps are some of
the many aspects of the fast-
growing-hobby of amassing militaria
covered in this collector’s handbook.

(Derek E

Collecting

R

Militaria

At the end of each chapter is a
list of typical prices at auction which
enthusiasts will find useful as a
guide in building up their collections
or for putting a price tag on their
unwanted pieces.

Nearly 30 pages are devoted to
German militaria—imperial and
nazi—a branch of the hobby which
has a special appeal as items become
scarcer and consequently more costly.
Arthur Barker, £2.00

“German 88-mm Anti-aircraft Gun™
An American reprint of a once-re-
stricted US War Department tech-
nical manual, this is something for the
specialist. It covers, as one would
expect, every facet of the German
88mm anti-aircraft gun from de-
scriptions of the breech and recoil
mechanisms to conversion and firing
tables. The illustrations and dia-
grams will be welcomed for their
detail by the expert and mechanic-
ally-minded.

Military Arms Research Service, PO
Box 941, San Jose, California 95108,
USA or A A .ZFohnston, Pitney,
Langport, Somerset, $4.95 (post paid)

““A Collection of Pistol Points” (Gerry
Ford)

For this entertaining and attractively
presented handbook Mr Ford has
chosen 23 British and American
pistols. These he briefly discusses
against their historical backgrounds
—regimental campaigns, land and
sea actions and individual incidents
in which the weapons figured. Each
cameo, for that is what they are, is
illustrated by two line drawings—
one of the pistol itself, the other an
action picture. Easy and informative
reading.

Ford Graphics, Room 505, 1 New
Burlington Street, London W1, 60p

Wendy'’s got
something

special
for you...

Winkworth & Co. Penel Orlieu, Bridgwater, Somerset
Wendy please send me details of your export scheme

Name — = -

Address

| am interested in

for use in

SBN 11 720704 7

— Rank

WEIMERGE

. a Chrysler car!

nodel, name the p

and Winkworth & Co will
waiting for you at airport «
taxed, insured, ready to driv

Your Avenge

. Rap

whatever you choose¢

plus th

Winkworth’s pe
post the coupon
phone her at Brid
She’ll send you all th

b
w

Winkwol

ler D¢

PAGE 47






