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A @ENTURY A m ’  THE ROYXL ENQINEERS 

WENT TO BRITISH COLUMBIA TO HELP . 
W U D  A NEW F L O N Y  AND TO KEEP LAW 

AND ORDER. NOW. THEY HAVE RETURNLD, 

DR-m IN THE UNIFORM OF THE PERIOD, 

TO TAKE PART IN THE CENTEIYARY CELL 

BRATIONS OF THE LAND THEY DCVLLOPED 

0 

. 

APPERS aosoiog the quare of the 150-year-old Brompton 
BnrrprLs rubbed thoii eyes Y disbollef. There, drilling in a style 
Bromptoahasnot seen for me& a a party of Sappers 
Rspleoawt in scarlet tuaics and -P--d 

amled wits L e o r s s t a ~ h  ri&s. As tbe OM Ilaraedulfi? rJiBw, 
S 
who MP weathtg a soelredkt, 
the wits his loft Cominandant of the Royal F- 

mneers. who is at nresent living 

SAPPERS HELPED 
1 

- ~- ~ 

incanha.  
The Royal Engineers wenrasked 

to take part in the &bration$ 
because the sapasl-s wm there 
at the be$nning of British 1 
Columbia’s history. I 

It was they who assisted in j bringing law and order to the 
infant d o n y  when hordes of 1 
adven- flocked to it from as 
far away as Hawair and Central 
and South pmrica afta gold 

Fra6er RIver. It was the Royal 
Ertginetts who survcyed and lad 
out many of the cities and toms 
of today. And it was they who 
pnpared the first designed 
the 6rst churrbcs, the 6rst post- 
age stamps and establish& the 

Committee’s invitation w made 
to mark the Royal Engineers’ 
pioneering work. 
From 1858 until 1863 the Royal 

Enginars’ detachment in British 
Columbia, about 150 strong, was 
commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel R. C. Moody, who be- 
cam British Columbia’s first 

had ban dmowml along the 

firstobsmatory. Thecentenary . 

, 

* m m  And 
HEN the cdmhl sec- 
retary, sir Ectrprd 
Bolner Ly(ton, W&d 

the Royal Ensheers and a Com- 
p o y  ofsnppa and Miners eade 
op of 150 NC(k nod men,” he 
exueeteda great ded ofthem. 

Not o j y  won they to agnt the 
G m ,  lama Douglas, head 
of the Hudsop‘s Bay Compny 
on the %ilk mast, in keeping 
order in a country infested with 

W i n 1 8 5 8 t o S e n d t o  
WtLh COhIbh “M effir% of 

goldakking, lawless adventurers, 
but they wen “to swcy those 
parts of the wunW which may 
be considacd most =ita& for ?%‘ 
seufemnt, to mark out allot- I ments ofland for public ~umose%, 
to suggest a site for ulb Scat of 
government, and to point out 
where roads should be made.“ 

In fact, they achiewd in five 
yem far more than even the 
colonial ssretary dared to hope. 

Describing the quality of the 
men he was sendw out, the 
Colonial Secretary wrote to 
Douglas: ‘The superior discipline 
and intelligenoe of the Fom, 
which affords pound for expect- 
ing that they wX be Far less likely 
than ordinary soldiers of the line 
to yield to the temptation of 
desertion offered by the goldfields, 

.~ *I=--I -;-_YY- ~-~~ ;= -=- .. -. 
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TO BUILD. :A. ~COLONY’. 
Chkf Commissioder of’ Lands detachmnt in 1858 was .atso a . C a p t n i n  G. R. 
and Works and a &ber of the CarZfully c h o w  body pf m n  Ga!hr rco l r  i n -  
Governor’s Exscutive Council. representingevexy tradeandcall- W t r  & * U 
C O I O ~ ~ I  M ~ Y  &ted the site ing that might EX usefd in setting mk ”2: 
of &e colony’s capital, namd. up the framework of the new -* lo ,-- New Weatminaer by Quctn Vic- Colony). 
toria. Theif camp near the capital . For the centenary visi{, some 
via’called sapperton, thenam y j u f 0 ~  of the Md. wen2 
still swiving as a suburb of idodiAedfro~~otheroldur&forms 
&rn New Westminster. . ‘in the Royal En$-? M 

A four-foot square caIv@ and . and two compktelyge wtci we ReIor: &in, 1858 
pajnted wooden plaqtie+n un- made m* 1858 @t &.:‘a , , styie. hfi to r i a :  

Urenr<O&er w. gi-’ badge of 1898-i~ to be and ts, was bornwed fromthe Fomr. sn6an, D. 
presented by the Corps tb the Royal Army Ordnance Corps. TRn - , - -  
City of New Westminster. The +mgimentaltailoratBrompton ~ N . ’ M & , -  
plaque will be hung at the en- had a busy t i ~  prod- these corpon~.~&ud 
trance to the City Hall and will uniforms for wluch the belt bad- K. Ilbxr. 
serve as a reminder of the lone- 

. .’ 

larscd Wca of the qo*-Ea- cl* includLgt tbWbbie8 4; upfain G . I h e d ,  

standing association between tL 
“Royal City” and the Royal 
Engimas. 

Led by Captain G. R. Gather- 
cok, the Royal Emmars’ party 
consiptS of Warrant officer W. A. 
Foster of 25 Corps Engineer 
Regiment, Sergeant D. 0. Tucker 
and Sapper K. G. Thomas of I2 
School of Mditary Engineering 
Regiment, LanaCorporsl N. E. 
Miller of 17 Port Trainmg Regi- 
mt, md  orp pond M. G. 
King, School of Military Survey. 
Thay wen sclated by Captain 
Gatkcole on the mwmmenda- 
tion of the commandine offiars 
of the various units, the aun being 
to have as wide a representation 
of the Corps as possible (the 

... mro cast in the S a p ’  WO&- 
shops Six a Lancaster chatham. percuacion rifles, 

bayonets and a scabbard of the 
‘cxoct pattern ussd by Sappers 
100 years ago, w m  loaned by the 
Royal Artillery Institution from 
their Rotunda collection at Wool- 
wich. Other bayonet scabbids 
were made in 25 Field Engineer 
Regiment worlcsho&m. 

During their visit to Canada 
the Sappers am stationed at the 
Royal Canaden School of Mili- 
tary Enginann& in the same 
ChBiwack country surveyed by 
Captain R. M. Parsons, one of 
Colonel Moody’s officers, and his 
small pr ty  100 years ago. 

K. HANFORII 

Gold - Did , Not Tempt Them ~ , 

and their capcity at once to pro- sisted of two subalters (Lieu- and printed the first British Lynn Valley after Sappa John . 
vi& for thcmaelns in a country tenants Lempricm and palmr) Columbia Gazette. They in- Lynn who settled there after the 
wlthout habitation, appear t o m  Staff Assistant S-n J. V. augurat4 on the mainland the detachment was disbanded; ssd- 
to renpCr them especially suited U, a station on the Canadian 
for tfus duty. Whilst by their women and 34 children under the theatre and schoolhouse. National Railway, honours the ’ 
Savias as pion- in the work commandof CaptainH.R.Luard. The Sappen also designed and detachmqt’s surgeon and on . 
of civilisat~on. in ornine UD the Vanoouver Island is Lee&town. 

Seddall, 118 NCOs and mcn, 31 

The first two mum left Em- 

first budding Society, social club, 

built the first Rotatant church 
of ihe cduntry; bj. the 

in laying the foundation of a 
futun city or seaport, and. in 
carrying out the numemu8 engin- 
eering wprks which in the earlier 
stagg ‘of colonisation alt so 
tsdential to the progreas and 
w l f m  of the cotmmnity, they 
will probably not only be pre- 
served from the idleneas which 
may cormpt the discipline of 
ordinary soldm, but establish 
themselves in the popular good- 
will of the emigrants by the civil 
bcncfrts it will be. in the.regular 
net& of their 0cCupatibn.to 

ment, all carefully chosen volun- 
tan, Set ofF for British Columbia 
in parties, under the com- 
mand bf Licuteqnt-Colonel R. C. 
Moody. The first section of 20 
inetl, led by Captain R. M. 
l’%sms, were mostly sumyor~;  
the second group of -12 under 

ain J. M. Grant, mostly 
nters.. The main body con- 

The Royal Engineers’ 

land in Sepm-berS’1858 a d ,  
travelling via Panama, arrived in 
time to taLe patt m the formal 
launching of the Colony in 
November. Themainbodyleft 
Gramead in the di*r ship, 
Thames City in October and, 
trawlling via Cape Horn, did not 
arrive at New Weatminstcr until 

‘thefdlowmgApril. pc41unt 

weekly new8 ahkt called ‘The 
of the voyage, in the 9 6m1 of a 

Emigrant SoldisR Gazette and 
Cape Horn Chmnicle: is still in 
the Royal F&ua& Libmy at 
Chatham. 

As wll w keeping law and 
O n k  the sappen surveyed prac- 
tically all the mwns and large 
a m  of the country; they located 
and superintended all the trails 
and built many roads, including 

RWd. 
They drew, lithographed and 

prtntod all the Colony’s maps. 
They €ouned the Lands and 
Works Dcpartmplt; &abBhed 
the Government Printing office 

portions of the famyus cariboo 

on the mi&d and designed 
many others including the original 
Hdy Trinity in New Watminster. 
They designed the Colony’s first 
coatof-arms, the first postasa 
stamp and established the Ant 

’ permanent observatorywherethey 
kept continuous metcomlogiEal 
observations. They also had the 
first privata hospital and library, 
both of which won later to bsneft 
the citizens of New Weatminspr. 

In 1863 the Sappm detach- 
m t  WBS disbanded aftd the 
OffiOM and men wen g i w  chc 
Choke Of- Y &CXSW 

Columhia as civilians.. The last 
survivor, Sapper pirillp Ja&n+, 
dizd in 1927. 
Today, the memory of many of 

thcsaptKla who kdped to f d  
British Columbia, U w  on in 
place names. Port Moody is 
named after Colonel Moody; 

named afta Sapper h t ec  M h :  
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p r l ~ m r s  on his own and 
s w i g  three Poles who fired at 
him (and d) and then threw 
down tkir arms. 

By 2 am. on I. July the force 
was all ashore and in pcaition 
with its right on the of 
St. Euphenua and its left towards 
st. Blagslo. Gencral Stuart then 
issued a pmc!a!nation callins on 
Calabrians to Jom him to Rpel the 
army of loaeph Bonaparte. Few 
Calahrians appcamd in arms and 

New ncnU. 
rrtbrv of tk Rasheat ~*n 1877. Tk Re&eWutk O d y o n e f n t k i W t ~  
to beu tk h i e  h9mw "KiIiaw&ro,*' wan in Eu, Atiita ls W d  Wu OM. 

T k  Loyal#' depot hmuch# n ham, the &e&/ d 

as no new of any more distant 
support cam in cmrral Stuart 

to think about roeanbark- 
i a  troops. Thw\ he beard 
that the French General Regnier, 
with a fora exceeding his own, 
waa encamped at Maida, about 
tcn miles away. He decided to 
IR&t the French. 

General Stuart moved on 3 July, 
prefedcd by his Advance Brigade 
under Colonel Kempt. he 
afternoon the outposts of YO 

armies and both men Drcpand in sight of for each battk. other, 

The French, it waa af?envards 
lramt, thought they wouldquiddy 
drive the British into the a. Thc 
British were anxious about prov- 
ing themlvcs worthy of their 
ancestors of Blsnhcim and other 
mighty t i 0 d  U l U n Y .  conllii with the hdi- 

At daybreak on4 Ju1y.W whole 
British force was in motion. Sooq 
the commander d v e d  new 

men were glQunbercd by the 
blankets carried on their backs, 
halted the line so that the blankets 
could be thrown off. This pause 
was taken by the Fmch for hesi- 
tation, and they came on with 
quickened pace and bloodcurd- 
l i  shouts. But the British 
Infantry first fired a Wslldireacd 
volley and then with cheers 
resumed their own advance, this 
time with levelled bayonets. The 
Frenchstillcamonuntil therival 
lmyomts unwed, whm, "at that 
amlling moment, French enthu- 
siasm sank before British intre- 
pidity and the bloody shock of 
actual conflict with thc bayonet: 
their battalions broke and Red; 
they were instantly overtaken 
amidst deafening shouts, and 
assailed with such fmy that in 
a few minutes 700 dead lay on the 
spot and 1000, induding General 
cMnP;re, mrc madc prisoners. 
The 1st Brigack had now come up, 
and they broke and drove Wore 
than at the point of the bayonet 
the Frsach 4241d Regiment and 
two battslidns of Pdcs; they then 
paused and poured into them an 
inascont.fire of musketry, in8ict- 
ing immaLpc has on the ennny." 
Defeated at his let? and centre, 

Regnier attempted with his 
cavalty to overwheh the British 
I& flank. Repem from the 
front, the horsemen did get round 
the kft flank, hut were then 
themelves assailed hy flanking 
fire from the 20th Foot. The 
b o r n  &d in disorder. 
Tbc bmeJ of the Freoch in 

killed, wounded, and prisoners 
were over 4ooo: the British lost 
44 killed and 284 wounded, the 
majority in the L a t  Battalion 
and the Advance Brigade. 

Fouowing up the advantage 
gain& at Maida, the British cap 
t d  a number of form and 
magpzines, and so delivcrrd 
Calabria from the power of 
Napoleon. The exped!tionary 
force then rdurncd to Sinly. 

The Loyal RCeirrmt (North 
Larrpthire) to this day have 

'I among their Mess treasures a 
silver-mounted snuff box made 
from the carapace or protective 
shell ofa tortoise. In the Reeiment 
the story goes that the tortoise 
strayed into Colonel Kempt's tent 
soon after the landing at St. 
Euphmia and was killed and 
cooked to make a meal for the 
hungry b r i d e  commandex and 
hisstaff. - 

Namlmn. a k  the battle of 
Wat&loo, is kported to have said : 
"The French soldien had a great 
contempt for the English troops 
at pmhapa the keginning by the failure of.the of war, the caused 

ditions under the Duke of 

sue M d l  Tart& ( w w  k #box  
P a x e d n d o n  o & o l ' d i u n d g h )  
OIU p . u c l 4  d / r  4 h u g y  
d a d .  lk U. uho ate r k  torroist 
IaM had tk M I  mcmmd in s i l w  
url prrrauu) it 14 LII Regimt .  
m s h  advance posts and the 
misfortunes which befell your 
armies. In this they were fools, 
as the E&h were well known 
to be a brave nation. It was 
probably by a similar error that 
Rcsnier was beaten by General 
Shuut, as the French imagined 
you would run away and be 
driven into the sea. . . . It is dfi- 
cult to conceive how link the 
French soldim thought of yours 
tilltheywenUughtthecontrary? 

The young re&ment of Loyal 
Lincoln Volunteers played a big 
part in teschi that karon! 

NEXT MO- lbe Royal 
€hmp&&eRdmes&atMidn. 
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WO OLD FRIENDS 
S the newly baa R-t nwdd in review order ~ e m ~ 8  a 

bnrrack quare h G a p . a y  the rain stopped and the aun asln 
to sbhe. A It was a happy onoea. spelling a br&t future for The 

Devonshue apd Donet Regiment. the second new Reguncnt to be 
formd mder the Army's reorganhtion plan for amalgamating 
U) Infantry mgimmts in pai~% 

This marriage, between two old friends and W a t  country neighbours 
who have fought side by side in many a battle sincc Welhgton's days, 
was a particularly happy affair, as IS only nght and proper between 
II nnrh" *nn I rnan 

others which will soon be formed .by amalgamation. It is made up of 
two regiments with similar customs and bound together by strong 
tics forged on the field of battle. 
S i  1812 the Devon8 and the Dorsets s h a d  many baffle honours, 

including those of Wellington's victories in the Pyrenees, the North- 
West Frontier campaigns and the Relief of Ladysmith. In Burma, the 
1st Devons were the left-hand battalion of U) Indian Division and the 
2nd Dome6 the right-hand battalion of 2 British Infantry Division. 
The 2nd Devons and the 1st Dorsets served together throughout the 
siege of Malta and with the 1st Royal Hampshires formed the Malta 
Bripade which took uart in the assault landings in Sicily, Italy and " --", -.--_ l-.. 

The wedding took place at Minden when members of the 1st Bat- 
talions of the two old regiments, wearing for the first time the cap 
badge of the Wessex Brigade, which will also be the badge of the new 
Regiment, formed up as one battalion. Among the spectators was 
General Sir Dudley Ward, Commander-in-Chief of Rhine Army, who 
served in the Dorset Regiment. 

After the Queen's and the Regimental Colours of both former 
regiments had teen 'carried on parade the Battalion was inspected by 
the new Colonel of the Regiment, Major-General G. M. Wood 
DSO, MC,.who took the salute 'at the march past. Then. led by the 
6Cbstrong Regimental band, the new Battalion marched or in miew 
order to carry on the traditions of two famous regiments. 

The Devonshire and.Dorset Regiment is more fortunate than most 

Nobandy. 
One of them was 

dress. All members of the Devonshire and Dorset Regiment will wear 
the Devons' red and green lanyard but it is still not known if they will 
also wear the red and green ribbon of the Croix de Cue.?, awarded. 
to the 2nd Devons for gallantry during the German sprmg offensive 
in Belgium in 1918. 

A compronh has bum rtached with officers' mess kit which will 
induds the , D o e '  green waistcoat with a jacket'bearing the 
Devo~' white piping and @e Dorsets' green facms. 

New Colours (to be plsaarted by fbe Duchcss of Kent, the Colonel- 
inchief of the new Regiment) arc bemg designed but the battle honours 
to go on them have ye-t to be b i d e d .  This problem is cased, however, 

But the new Regiment has had its problems. 

. 

aa both fonner R-ts b r e d  many battle honours, particularly 
in the two World mrs. In World War One they shared three (Ypres, 
Somm and Hindenbtug Line) and @ World War Two four (Normandy 
Landing, Caen, Sicily and Malta). 
Thc future of a larg quantity of silver is still being amsided and 

each mgimmt has placed all silver worth + than fu) i n a  common 
., , pool to be shared between the new 1st Battalion, Territorial Army 

..<;'I and Cadet Force units in both counties and overseas .U& units of 

I 
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both former re&lKalts. 
The Devm have the, regimenial &The Battk of Wagon Hill 

6 January, 1900, The Baffle of Bois des Buttcs, 27 May, 1918 at 
The Battle of Salamanca, 22 July, 1812. The Dome6 have t b  
The Battle of Plssscy, 23 June, 1757, The Bauk of Kohima, 13 May, 
1944, and The Epic of the "Sarah S d , "  11 November, 1857. AU 
six regimental days will be celebrated in the new Regiment. 
Thc future of the two regiqlents' Old Comrades Aapoeiatiom, which 

have branches as far apart aa the Channel Islands and Binningbam,,is 
uncertain, and will crate 8 legal problem for the Charity C o m -  
sioners. 

In deciding the Eomposition of the 1st Battalion of the'Devonshirc 
and Donst Regiment emphasis has ban laid on the right man for 
the job rather than a rigidly equal distribution between the two e- 
mmts. Lisutsnant-Colonel G. R. Young, fprmv Conur1811ding m 
of the 1st Battalion The Devonshire Regiment, will command tbe 
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