














O F  HAMM T*H.E STATIONMASTER 
ROBABLY you have often wondered about Karl Straeter, 
the Stationamaster of H.mm during the w u  and the P mort-bombed man In Germany. 

Yem ago, when the BBC announcer recorded with mono- 
tonous regularity that "a large force of heavy bomben attacked 
targets in the Ruhr and dropped bomb8 on the marshalling 
yarb at-Hamm" I thought I'd like to meet hlm (although I 
didn't know hb uame then). 

I found him several weeks ago, job that 'ha was sent to ~ a m m  
llvlng In a two-roomed flat at from Dulsbuq early In 1940. 
8'1 Orundntrcuse, Hamm. with his Hamm ha8 always been one OF 
whlte-hdred wife. the Ruhr's &le4 rdl  communlca- 

Karl Straaer Is retlred now - tions c e n h d  ,and the Nazis want- 
he wcu pensioned off wlth a ed a aood mm there when tha 

tained attack by heavy bombers 
wiped out the passenger 'station 
which runs alongside the mar- 
shalling yards and part of the 
yards themselves was seriously 
damaged. All tracks going east 
were blocked, signal houses were 
destroyed and there was no 
communication by rail with 
Bielefeld or Miinrter. The raid 
began at.1130 hours, and I t  says 
much for the organising ability 
of Straeter that by the evening 
he had a single-line service run- 
ning in and out of Hamm. From 
that day ihe yards were subjected 
to some of the heaviest abtackl 
of the war and when the Amerl- 
cans entered the clty there was 
nc4 one line Intact and trafHc was 
at a standstill. Ctraeter had fought 
agaihst overwhelming odds and 
had lost. 

Yet, in spite of the scores of 
attacks that were made on the 
marshallina yards Karl Straeter 

danger area approached. "It was 
travelling at about 20 miles an 
hour. but I flung myself on to one 
of the steps and hung on, until I 
was out of range of the bombs." 
Another time he took shelter In 
a one-man concrete box above 
ground while bombs crashed 
down on the lines. "When I got 
out there were craters every few 
yards except in a circle about 
50 yards from my shelter. I don't 
think I was meant to die that 
way." 

Straeter spends his time now 
readlng books on railways bor- 
rowed from his friends. Occw\on- 
ally he walks down to the mar- 
shalllng yards to chat with the 
new Stationmaater. Heinrich 
Decker and some of the men who 
were at the yards with him dur- 
ing the war. "But he's always 
so sad when he com,es back," 
says Elira, his wife. "I think it  
um.ets him to see the dnmaae and 

b 
mntbly snm of 550 marks a 
year ago. A bluff, chubby, qulck- 
to-smile and slow-mavlng man, 
Karl Straetar Is like all good 
railweymen the world over - he 
th inb  there Is only one jub worth 
doing and that  is helplng to run 
rdlwaym. Ever dnce he Flrst join- 
ed tbe German IaflWaYs 08 a 
boy over 50 yearn ago he has 
talked, dnsnud,  and lived for 
h b  job. Now at the age d 61 he 
L unable to enjoy readlng the 
dorem of books on ralhvays that 
ha put an one si& for his retire- 
ment, unable to play wlth the 
models oi trains and goads yard8 
he made wlth hls own hands over 
tha past 20 yearn. They wont up 
In flames when the laut oi the 
three homes he llved In at Hamm 
w a  desttayad by RAP bombs. 

ter was kamly lmemsted in hls 
It WE1 JUSt becaUM Karl StrBe- 

- 
expeckd alr-attackr came. 
W h e n  Straeter arrived Hamm 

goods yard, the largest In Bumps. 
had already assumed increased 
Importance as the centre through 
whlch all heavy war material and 
weapons p a d  to the German 
Amled in Prance, Bdgkum and 
Holland Later, when Hitler at- 
tacked Russla, Its strateglc lm- 
poTtlILce wan further heighthed. 
for from Hamm went vest quantl- 
ties of war matarlal and food to 
sustaln the German Armies fight- 
Ing on Ula RU~SIM Pmnt. 

Straeter was given the job of 
keeplng Hamm marshalling yards 
In operation at all costs and he 
did so against terrlfic odds until 
Hamm was Itnally pounded Into 
a mass of rubble and twisted steel 
hy RAP and Amerlcan "heavlas" 
just before the end of the war. 
The Brat raida on Hamm to- 

"Onu u p p  a t k o  there were400 separate 
t.mks... praatar till8 hlq bomb story. . - 

~. 
was uninjired (unless you count i i  makes hlm think of all t i e  old 
the t h e  when he was blown 
down an embankment by the 
blast of a nearby bomb and broke 
the little finger of his right hand). 
He had many narrow eacapes. On 
30 May 1944 he was In one of the 
engine sheds when a heavy attack 
began. Bombs fell all round him. 
Several times he was hurled off 
his feet and he was prepared to 
be blown to-blts when a t r ah  
carrying workers out of the 

~~ ~ ~ ~~~~ ~~ 

friends who loot their lives in the 
ralds." speak to Vienna or any European 

Yet today more than 40 per- capltal after a one-mlnute delay), 
cent of the tracks are In working and used 400 separate tracks. 
order again and carrying coal The work of reconstmction will 
and food to dlstant parts of the take several years hefore H a m  
British Zone. Before the war will he able to deal with the 
H a m  Marshalling yards handled trafHc on a pre-war scale. "Old 
1200 wagons a day, had the best men don't have much ambitlon." 
telephone system in the world Straeter told me, "but before I die 
(you could pick up the receiver I want to see the goods trains 
at the Stationmaster's OfHce and shuntlng In and out of the yards. 

' 

filled wlth food and coal for all 
parts of Germany and carrying 
the products of industry to far 
away places where they need it 
most. I want to see all the liner 
re-laid, the signal boxes rebulli, 
the trains coming in and going 
out and Hamm once more the 
sumlv centre for Germanv. Then 

warn8 me ena of IUIU were, by 
comparison L wlth the attacks 
made in 1944, 8mall and ineffec-. 
tlve. "But they didn t seem In- 
effective at the tlme". says Strae- 
hr.  "The first the  the RAP came 
over and dropped bombs they 
blew up a few rallway lines and 
damaged a couple of tralns, but 
It dldn't tnke many hours to put 

the damage right. Your bombers 
kept comlng very regularly after 
that and almost always dropped 
a few bombs on the yard.. but 
compared with the 'catastrophe' 
raids in I S U  they were Just a 
hUIMnCe. A Few hours after each 
of those ralds we had the linea 
working again." 

Than on 25 March 19U a sus- 

' 

I idant  mlnd dying." E. J. GROVE. . 

-_ . ' : ' Arms 'for the Wastarn Front, arms for th 
' partially by the RAF at H a m .  Today 

i; 

:: 
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Above: Relics afthe last great strafe. The earlier damaaa was ear - - a.+-* 
bulldlng. the only affice lee standing In Clomm'r Marrhalllng 

-master Stra.hr dlruted op.ratlonr dupins the war. In here you could slt and ~ o y ~  !:Re, ._ ~ p f t "  
But rotds oRen cauaht. Stroabr In th. omn. 

"Throu hout 1010 and the flrsf half of 1941 attacks contlnued 
to b. ma& on the marshalllng ord at Hamm, whlch never w a ~  
and never souid b. a bottlenwl In the German rallway rystm; 
therm are far toa many manhallln yards In the Ruhr arw for 
any ractlcable attack on them tolava an ,dwlslve ar Ialtlng 
d A o n  the running afthe mllways. and t h i f a d  was to bm full 
apprwloted In tha s u c c d u l  attack on communlcatltion~ wMci 
avantually brought the German war machlne to a stop. As It 
wa$, It Is va doubtful If oyr attacks in 1940 had any ap rwlable 
affect, evan%r a few hours, an the Mlclency evmn o! the one 
'marshallin yard at Hamm."-hfarsWo/#bs RAF Sir A r f k  I "B&&# 5 1 d s .  in "B~W O f w u e . "  
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A M E R I C A  I G R E A T  B R I T A I N  (1) 

SUSPENDED ANIMATION? 
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WlVetW&lU in Cof1ier's: . t  

_ *  :'People wed to picture th+'Infantryman as-.. foot wl#er 
plodding. througb a sea of mud. Today he is far .from that. 

"You see him' now parachuflng 'from an'alrplMe.. . hitting the 
ground flghtbg. Ha charges down snowy ilopda on &e. Ha M.kr 

He storm beache4 from landing-craft and LYIault boats. He r , m s  
, across c-try in e e m r e d  vehtcles, +f 'car# .nd . jeeps. 
Ws e ~WIIIM battee, Erlng rockets fmn bzoukaa .nd. r.~oi l .W 
rifles. HE demoiiahes: maddne-gun nests wtth flame throwon. ne. 
"A# ou t s td ing  a? his wartime record 1s the Ini&trpnm's .long' 

hbtory of nrelce to the natlon in paaestime. fn h e s  of diurter - 
flood, fire, hurrlcme - It is ueU%lly the Infantryman who brings 
relief, food, rupplies to ,aid stricken @WZMS~ 

'TmstaOt research 18 heing dwoted to developing new fomB .of 
equlpment . . . asW vehicle.. . new techniques of operatlon td t o &  
the Infantry rteadily on the rod. to gr-ter effoctlvenas. 

"It's an exciting, .sd#enturous. out-ofdoors llfe. It .may mean 
im-veling ahroad, seeing foreign fanda. reprasnttng Uncle Sam in' 
occupied wuntriea. At home or abroad; 11 meam an lnterestlng, wel,l- 
pald career that holds .the Mgh respect of your .fellow cithens.''~ 

Another US recfuitlng advertiaement .states that 60 Arherlcan 
gsnerols rose frop the ranks. , 

, ,  , .  

. Today he is @e, mdst v 4 l e  soldier on'earth. 

. lofty mountaia: peaks with .U pack. Ha 0-t. td .euthln glldeni 

dam all WS - and more. 

P E  SHRtKES OF ElCWSTATT 
IiEN the Mftlrh uptlva tn a prtwner-of-wu camp 
in k v u k  told tbe ccrmCm~gnu& thbt l kq would 
Il lcm ~KS~UI~  to cllmb a trre now and .pdq the 

offtcen. They spmt all thelr time 
'ketchlng- beping 1 0 ~ ~  trapping 
and w n g  maldng n a t b g  

at6 intbnrt m e  prisanen took 
in the barhed wlre ronnd the 
camp hadho U t e r  dgnUiNnce~ 
they were watching the r&i- 
backed h*ke (the hutcher bird) 
Impaling Ita VfcUme on the barb.. 

One of these ortllth- 
01- wuu MajorPeter Stocker, 
of the Rlfle Brlgade. He 
came out of capthlfy wttb two 
volume# of sketchcm in h b  bap. 
sack-vol- which namwly 
esuped destructiom, along Mth 
thelr wasrer, Rom aerlal mach e. 
pndng on the road to Hhentgn. 
Now one of these t&m is in th- 
hands af a puhlhher, and 1s 
ex ected out this yoar. 

#he camp in which Major 
Stocker WM conftmsd wore at 
Laufen. mchstatt and Wch. H e  
rememben Elchstrtt, not b e c w  
it wm a moddonuus dump, but 
because It WM situated in 
excellent shrike couptry. All the 
nests WtahUshsd in ths camp were 
well docwuanied, and the nbsUings 
chsckad and docketed CoWpta- 

I _.._ ..- _.._. __... .., -. --- .... 3: hansbvely a the human i n e t e s  
M0jorPbtmrStpck.r. RlfliBrlgade. of the camp. 

~ ~ n , " " ~ ~ ~ v ~ ~ a  

tree to erect a iei@g bog, 
was no cunning plot to 
t waa Jylt that the bird- 
bua had bitten U16.e 

4U STR I k  
Now, Lt the agm of 65, Mr. cox 

he* retlnd from the Lqndon 
Undorgmunds Lute and 8qcda- 
tors Department. &ere Ha wee 
4, @harp. of pumps, 

A# a Isd of 16 In the Royal 
P d l e r s  MUIWe In 1880 Cax was 

one of k,ooO who muc2lad past 
~Quean Plain. A Vletorie year later on he Salisbury hought 

hlnnelf ont md f o d  a job rnth 
a Ha~vor tb  gunpowbr ractoy 
plintulg C a n t s l e n .  mm the 

hm joinad fbo R o y d  Dmgoons. 
In I R n  he pald his e18 and wai 
out again. Came a inell nf hrla- 
Iaylng and in 1907 he wee in ohu 
thorn - the Royd Fudlhre Spec- 
Id Rwrve. tbIs the, But by 
1WB ha had le p u r o b W . h b  
d l b p .  an ? joInln.6 tbm old 
Dlstrlct itellway a t  Earl's doud 
In 1014 he joined thm Royal 

IlmIuullng.. Ha was com- 
mlmdoned In t h m  fleld and p n  the 
MC at Cabbral. But In 1820 
when he flnblly loft PO Adny he 
decided tq rllck to one lob-end 
dm 

%outlr AfrlCM War b& out and 

TREASURE-HUNT 

c 
I 
l h l w  tlma he bou M hi&, 
out dthm Army: Mr. Tfomw Cox. 

NEW CROSSES 
1 C H A N N E L  ISLES 1 

BPMAN cunoltles burlmd U Carmany had black u d  yUte  G Maltese crosses bbutng a s w a a t b  on tbelr gravos: tn Brlteh 
they were given the reguhtlon phLn whit. OMSOL - Idmntiul wlU 
the one1 gtvul (0 our own m. 

But there was one place in Brltdln where enemy dead w e n  given 
the croues of thelr own country. During the flvc-yoar occupatlon of 
Jmey 224 Germans were buried there. The crossos have now bmmn 
changed for BNW OM. 
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THE FIRM WHICH 

N World War Two the Army achieved a better reputation been formed elsewherel. No. 1 
than ever before for putting square pegs into square holes ~ ~ ~ , o ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
and never can it  have had better-fitting pegs than Nos. 1 caot. nnrrv stow, who had 

JOINED UP 
and 5 Boring Sections, Royal Engineers. 

For these two sections consisted almost entirely of  members 
of the same firm. who went from civilian clothes into khaki 
in their own worka a n d  served togPlhPr in France. in Asia 
Minor, across North Africa, in Sicily a n d  up the "leg" of  Italy, 
doing th r  lob they did together as civilians. 

been hi; second->n-command, took 

98 men in each section, the skill- 
ed men were from Stow'r, By 
~~~~~t 1940 t hey  were equipped, 
t l ir firm p i u v i d l n q  the technical 
rquipment again and the Army 

(If 5 Section. O f  the . . 

. , 

The germ of the idea which led 
to their formation was born in 
World War  One. Then Capt. 
George Stow (OBE, twoMentioni1, 
an  expert in  water engineering, 
was a d j u t a n t  to the CRE of  
Plumer's 2nd. A r u y  while the 

time railway engineer who fre- 
quently needed tu consult him. 

w a t e r  Supply Officer was a pence-  

At Munich time, when war  
was  ohviouily coming, ex-Capt. 
( k a r g e S t n w ,  rnaiiagin!] director uf 
George Stow and Ca., Ltd., water 
engineers, remembered his square- 
peg-in-round-hole experieiire a n d  
decided i t  wouldn't  happen again 
a f  he  could help i t .  The Army was 
going to have the hole;  he had 
the peg to h t  i t  and he wris going 
1 0  pi it i t  in. 

So,  a t te r  consultation with lhis 
sons, executives of the firm, he 
wrote tu  tl ie War  Ofhre a n d  of- 
fered t u  form a water supply un i t ,  
pointing out that with reservists 
dnd likcly volunteers among the 
employees, a n d  his sons who held 
R E  commissions in the Trrrito:ial 

.4rrny, the t r m  could form a! 
least the nucleus of a unit. 

The W a r  Office was d e l i g h t d  
with t h e  idea a n d  the hrm went 
ahead and farmed its m in it. On 
1 Septpmber 11139. Nb. 1 Horing 
Section mobilised in the firm's 
works ,  using the office ds ~ I I  o r +  
'ily room. The W a r  Off i ce  had 
not  Iheen able to obtain authority 
for the technicdl equipment, so the 
firm pruvided i t  without authority 
and  the cost was repaid later. 

After s!x weeks of teaming to 
be soldiers a t  the R. Berks. Depot 
at Reading, the Section was shipp- 
4 to France. W i t h  their four 
' 'rigs", mobile boring machines 
each manned by a ~ i i l i - s e c t ! o n ,  
they made barr-holi%s totdlling d 
mile a n d  a l id i f  in dcpth in Franc? 
liefore two-thiids of them left via 
Dunkirk a n d  thc remainder 
through St. Niizdire. They lost all 
I l i c ~ r  cquipmcnt anti hail 13 ~ ~ 3 s -  
ilaltiei. 

Back in England,  they split 
the experienced men into ~ W O  
sections, with  new recruits, and 
to 1\11,, 1 Secllo!, was  l i d i l r d  Ai l .  5 
Sect ion I ? ,  3 a:id 4 h a d  m ~ ~ c i t i w h i l e  

ThetwoOC'r, Capt. Harry Stow. M C  (left), and Malo' Royrnond 
Stow (centre), with their father. Capt. George Stow, OBE. 
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"N i e r  from George Stow 
ana CO.. 01 >iougn led to the formation of 
No 1 Boring Section well hefore WGT broke out. 
L . . ,  , ,  . .  

q i v i n g  them dn, n&Wy 
equipment. Aiter some jobs in 
Britain KO. 5 Section went to 
Middle East a t  the end of 1Y40 
d n d  No. 1 Section e a r l y  i n  1941. 

the Western Desert a n d  shared 
the triumphs and hardships of 
Wavcll and Aurhinleck u n t i l  
Eighth Army was driven h a r k  to 
Alamein, when No. 5 Section, 
which had bi.en operating in the 
rest of  Middle East. changed pla- 
ces  wlth them. No. 5 Section went 
Ihrough to  Tunis wi th  Eighth 
Rrmy, Capt. Harry Stow collect- 
ing d n  MC on  the way when they 
were working on the New Zea- 
landers' "left hooks", miles in- 
lacd in the seemingly waterless 
desert. 
. No. 1 Section iarrded in Sicily 

o i l  D-plus4 and  No. 5 Section at 
Salerno on D-plus-1. Then, No. I 
with 8th Army and No.  5 with 
5th Army,  they r d n  pdrd l l? I  ~ o u i s .  
es  u p  the lenght 01 1:aly u t~ ) i l  
the end of !he campaign. 

Today, as they work on water 
suppiy for the new homes and 
industries of Bhtain, the men of 
the two s c c t i m s  swap yarns about 
adventures m "George Stow and 
Co.'s Own", a5 they called thnm- 

.ri,erc r;<?. I srctlon went 

selves. When the veterans 01 No. I 
S r c t i o a  recilll how they were 
mruled at Knightsbridge a n d  Bir 
Hakirn. Nn. 5 miinter with the 
story of Lawrerici: '~ we l l .  This 
w ~ l l ,  111 Trdr is la idl in ,  was men- 
t ioned by 'r. E.  I . m r c n c e ,  who 
raptiiied d Gerradrt ~ v e l l - b o r ~ ~  
Wli" Ihad bccn dttaciled to tile 
'Turks; he had I X l i C d  lilt, well and  
Lawrence Ihdd piohled  by i t .  but  
i n  thii inli'rvill betweeu the wars 
t h ~  wel l  iiad b w n  silted up and 
Inst. The RE offered d joh inr the 
d u r a t i o n  t o  anyone who ci~ii ld 
find i t  and a n  elderly Arab a t  
once dug d few feet down i n  <! 

W O d i  d n d  IOlllltI the to,, < , I  l i t ( .  
boreholc,  which No. 5 Section g o t  
back in to  working  ardt!r. The 
Arab w-as given d job as watc;i- 
man and took rl new wife to  
celebrate. 

No. 1 Section wi l l  recall how 
two of 11s subsect ions wen! out 
with the Long Range Duscrt 
Group to make borc-holes at re- 
mote spots l ike Jardbub,  and No. 5 
Sect ion will describe how Lliey 
rntered Naples to find t l i ~  rt:si- 
dents drinking from sewers arid 
puddles because t,he Germans had 
wrecked t l ie town's water supplies 
before leaving; they will thtm go 

I 
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We don't know the Egyptian for "Blimey, jus! the lob!" but 
that's what the man on the right is saying, inspired bythe  
right of o coil of old rope  or a cracked sheet of p e n p e r  
Below: portroit of o man buying up the British Army 

It isn't every day on Army leaves Egypt. This crowd of buyers on the Alexandria waterfront become so excited at the 
bargains on view that the auctioneer, eorly in the afternoon, hod to call the'whole thing off and shoo everybody away. 

Somebody has bought Lot SO, and with 
a n  luck it will be  ruold once o r  twice 
bAore somebody finds a use for It. 

Notice me man wiin me wnire crou-nrop 
bshlnd the rostrum. The Erltish Mi! keeps 
order  e v e n w h e r e  -even at jumble soles. 

. 

I 



IHECOLOWEL . , 

WHO BECAME 
ABATMhH 

THE MAN WHO 
EARNED €2000 ' IN THE GUARD-ROOM 

- 

AY bacL in 1010 m e r  Hunmond ut 8arlb. 
bllng on Mtn of -. Moat of W mlQBllng ha dld W an a lrentle table in a crowded N l u a  hut and his 

collekguw W n I l b g  to go on guard had to content themwlven 
with spy available #pace left in ordedef to write to their wlver. 
For bmmond had pride of place. He WM writlng a novel. 

It suttee the others well. ... Oh, ._ very well. I'll tell hlm. Is 

go ,jEe Innes Despatchss To, be 

Pot two months the. flickering 
Iimi shone on lhe industrbus 
gunner, fmpc@vlour to the chatter 
,that +rent on bound him. Then 
one ekning Harmnond was 'not 
so k e n  on swopping sentry: 
go. fdr. the unpopular turn. .HI6 
n o v 4 . w ~  bided. , . 

tYPd.  .. 
and 'I 'get 4s. 6d.- a-day. D& 'I 

baok to night school." . 
Most of hls cornpantons were 

rather dazed by the news.but to 
Hammond It we8 Just part of hL 

flrst book but probably hls bhst 
at that4ime. Lite most euthom 
he looked upon bh 5rst three or 
four as the w w  for developlnq 

call It. I see I &all have to go 

Job. "Attack Alarm" W M  not his 

M& man had fo&h his individual Mhni*. 
A8 a schoolboy he had always about it'wben the Ueld telephone 

the dhty of the air sentry 10 take following hls father into a bar4 
down messages dnd he beard the did lS3' whbn be !eft 

brook School and there'wai a 
dump on: Try'as be might he ing ih five d?fferent. centres In headquarters. 

."Gtmner &&?.Yes; WE have could End no q d n g  In joairnal- Italy. What w l q  coverlng the 
a man of that name. He's whal? ?am, ro'he'bscame a. teacher for.. hvasioa . of Southern . Prance. 

a .brief period d t h g  the P10r-e dtbn,  
~ then f 0 d . a  Job in crime reporting 'in Rome and 

a publfrulias Naples add actlhg as'hdminl- 
house. In 1932 he strauoq offlcer. Major IMES (M 

the daif Of ,:he became).found l i t k  t h e  for 
the Pfnnnctd NBWS. ' . wii* novels. 

gave its splut tem rung. It W M  wrtte and the'iden Of 

not wpeal' 
volce of the .clerk et rkimental It , i  ; , . .  .. 

, 

: 
ywn later his -0- he WM +ad IMt' 
book wa' pub- year he dedded to'abMdopJour-. 

bE- a ' full-tl- 
author. It wa! a gamhly but he .a few poundr There 

foflowed four more yas  33 and it was now or never. 
but it %vas Hi. publishem, gave him a small 

' .  retaining fee  +id he wiote his 
' Brat post-war book,. "Dead and 
-Alive'*' whlle still in Italy. It bar 
been serialised recently in Unlon 

' .  liShed, nallm , 

Breathe", 
wved 'la 
= c a .  

and Harmond. be- 
. , " m e  Gunner Inner. HE ?etumd to &glond &d at-  

He saw the Eaitle d ,  the beghIng ot'laat year wrote 
.. ' B r i W  fmm K&ley 'The b n d y  Ski-er",,the ibry of 

aerodnmei after that how. e group of 'people ate Iao- 
he w ~ c o m m i u l o a ~ ~  lsted in a larorbound hut a: the 
-4 @lned.the Slghth A l p  When th87 IFp to le&& fa 

. . Army' M n.captain. gold lost In translt from Praqce 
He ' w n t  to. Sicay, to Gemaauy. 'A few montha later 
WM .wecuated to Elm rights were sold to Gains: 

Saledfllm r~Ms@tt i I r  book brought one- borpltal lolea 'borough. The film unit 41- 
time Gunner n n u  a sum "e ulvalent to the ,, the 'staff of Unton ready' been to the Haute Savoie' 
revdrd of ten years tail" in hJs prewar job. Jackwpfch waJ,prlnt- , to pet the location. shots for Prw 
9ffi.E..22' , 1. . . 

. .Britaidwanttowar Ja~k ,  , 

, 

.i 

.~ I . .  . , ,  . 
. .  

, .  

The.afhar unners wrate idten home: Hammand innes wmte 
a novel. %day he is in the front rank'of thriller w e n .  

s t & x * c t b n  ww $LYine Once a Crook 111 th. 
whem hq Joined the U In 191h 
He won founq hirmclf a real- I 

life cadet-not at Sandkurit but 
at Aldershot. He want oLt,tO 
India where be rarved wi@ the 
1st. w e b  Regfment, did etaif 
dutiw ta Bombay and 0- cent- 

in tbe 

A year ago be 
Bruaie Won& 
catch up a f t 3 v e r  five m r s  
away fmn the professional eta- 
HE walked into an agent's omm 
the EWE day and a scout tram 
the Rank orgapimtion offerrcl blm 
a still contract in tke on uniform the #pot. of a liam 
colonel' he w h  asked to plpy thr 
part of n !3ckwy ba in 
"'Hungry plnyed in Hill." "The PdlOwIng?& Qowthem be bf 

Benkd-" md thea came 
Blg featare past in "The %to!: 
W theBowEmak8"wlUIPntrldn He is now 'tryy In''Wbn Roc. 

You *rill not n e  the name 
Patrick Parson# in the cqt. He . 
alwaya acts under &is rtagonanu . 
of Patrick =It  

- 

ducer Dave PW'er t .  Victory") 
Macdonald and Aubrey' Eating,' . 
neociate pro- for ,Sydney 
Box. 

'How much d o k  Hammond 'get 
out .of Itl A 6 equivalent to . 
the rewacd of 10 yean totl'in hh 
old Job.  AB^ usual in the flki 
'world, the author's title hM beem * 

ide&d in Auguet. 
Hammond meennhlle U v ~ w i t h  

hts wdfe, e x - i c m  Dorothy IMW 
who at "e ttme~.organised and 
ran' the Bruaels Da-ai;you-Ple* 
Club fa< troops, ,at Aldbourne, 
near Merlborough, Wilts. . He 
writ&. awey~ all day and bktl 
Completed' "pddon's Rock;' d; 
.pedal, versl of ,+ch. la bein 
8edallWd bl,the gc. Ia J w ' h  
goer to NOIWEY with-the b a ~  
of Gairuborough Plctura to' 

pound Of ths f@dR-.. , . ' . f  

cplanged. "snqwbound will be 

duce a stow eLagain8t the baek 3 
Maybe one day"& will write", 

rtmak about a gunner lcrlbbllng! 
away in the 'light of a hurricane, ' 
1-p In a NtUrm but and of a .  .. 
mrprba call '  ova' thd Ueld , 

7. Caq an RSM. win the 

~ 8. You've haard of Mn. 
Mlnlver. What is miniver? 

MAn1taI-y Cmu? 

King..',' What ' kind d 
Jangunse Is. that? ' 

a. What is signifled by a light 
yhlning Jn, the tpwer a w e  
Big Ben?' . .  

d:,Tranrlata into Its usual 
form: . , .  

.''~nWa&. rcinlilhy, 
#!&U& Vidfic. 

Fhv w.1 im "y 
U a b e l p r e i f i c r  

9. "Scribe to an,architectuwi 
feature'' mtght rug eat 
stars Clark do Gable. t h w  Which sua&: k m  _ _  

Policeman to n field- 
marshal. 
Sfuart in Stone. king to a worker 

Thrurh tD a fairy klng?~ . 
10. Which of thar  ,h out d 

'@loco: Camembert;. Gru- 
ere: bunlop; 'Cheddar: 

h t a n ;  Gorgonzola; Par. ' 
.mman; Minestrone. 

11. Whlch well-known gen- 
erals a n  today (a Gover- 
nor-Gmerd' of' kanadq; 
b) .head of the Brltith 

.run Louhctl:ec the %teFP" a i n t d  to 

12. How .many years h q  
puroli been running - 

mximataly 50. 100, ?B. Zoo? 
,(A& or M ~ 3 5 ) ' .  

1. In thle picture yau see:- ~ 

, (a) Alr hostesses of Brltbh 
Overreor ,Aimay% . 

, (bj. SSXFA; Le a i '  ' ad i i i en  of 

Gwman pdimworhen; , . 
American Red Craar 
rellef worken. 

Which? " - 
2. W)an Brltoln t&k over 

German ,New 'Guinea In 
1914the.nativerwere tdd: 
"Non you ve three feller 

master, No more"Um' 
Kaiser 7 Gbd Save 'Urn. 

chqn. beong ? new feller 

5. One d these sfatemsnb is 

rmng Ca ln.1 - wh'cht M@istcrs are 
the n d  allowed Prur. ta write for 

Lunatics are not allowed, 
to Vel% . , 
Chlldren are nol allow- 
ed to rw."H" (Horror) 

. ~ .  flimr. 
' Dkorcees are not aiiaw- 
d!o workfor the BBC. 

6. "Good-bye" is a contrac- 
tlon of a longer phrase; 
What Is It? 

. 

telephone. 
PETER LAWRENCE. 
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"Fr,eddie" de Guingand began 
the war as Military Aisistant to 
Mr. Leslie Hdre-Belisha. then 
Secretary of State for War, and 
deacribes the events that led 
to Hare-Belisha's resignation: 
"Strong.pressure must have been 
brought on the Prime Minister. 
Hore-Belisha could not have 
been considered the right man 
by the other Ministers in the 
War Cabinet. Further, therd 
must have been thole at the 
War Office who wished for his 
removal. and had not been back- 
ward in making known their 
views. The turn of events was 
a bitter blow to my chief, for he 
had a very genuine love of the 
Army. What I riisliked we$ the 
rcheming that went on, and.how 
capital for bringing about his 
downfall was made from his very 
genuine efforts to help Gort." 

Prom the War Office, de Guin- 
' gand went to the Planning branch 
in the Middle East, where he 
became involved in the Greek 
campaign, which mllitarily he dis- 
liked from the start. "If Greece 
had asked for assistance, then 
we were in honour hound to dff 
our best, but I contend weanisled 
her as to our ability to help. We 
led her to believe that this help 
would be effective. The (/rounds 
for arriving at fhis view appeared 
extremely scanty. And the re rM 
was that we lost many lives. all 
our valuable equipment, and 
jeopardised our whole position. 
in the Middle East. We brought 
about disaster in the Westerh 
Des& and threw away a chance 
of clearing up as far as Trlpoli. 
Whether the politician forced 
the roldier's hand I do ,not 
knnOW." 

Next, .de Guingand, to his sur- 
prise, was appointed Director of 
Military Intelligence, Middle 
East, and then Brigadier, General 
Staff, to Eighth Army. at tinat 
time back at Alamein. and ner- 

was: "I am sum you want a new 
man altogether. someone who 
hasn't any sand in his hair. The 
only ones I knew i n  the old days 
who very obviously had the 
necessary , qualifications were 
Montgomery and Slim.'' 

These two, de Guingand be- 
lieves, stand out as  really good 
field wmmanders, but he doubts 
whether the others, with the 
exception of Alexaoder, will be 
ation. remembered by the next gener- 

When bfonigomery .reached 
Eighth Army. he told de Guln- 
gand: "I will be making some 
changes shortly.. If you happen 
to be one of them I will see that 
you get something good." That 
was the last de Guingand heard 
on the subject; he had found 
his niche in the Army. and the 
two redlained together until the 
end of the war. 

One of the reasons for their 
success was that they were in 
co!nplete agreement on the rela- 
tive spheres of a 'commander 
and' his chief of staff. Mont- 
gomery always worked the chief 
of staff system: he dealt with de 
Guingand on all matters and 
gave him power to make .de- 
cisions in Montgomery'r name, ' 
laying down the broad policy 
and knowing that de Guingand 
knew jects. his views on moat sub- 

Practising what he later 
preached, de Guingand took detail 
and other work off Montgomery's 
shoulders. "There must be com- 
plete mutual confidence and trust 
between the C-in-C and his Chief 
of Staff," he writes. "In their 
discussions no subject should be 
banned and the Chief of Staff 

,must at all times be open and 
frank. Unpleasant facts must 
never be hidden from the Chief, 
although there are right and 
wrong times to present them." 

"I don't think I remember 

REED a1 Ut from hia own ruling, 'The Chief of Stafl 
should keep in &e backgroand and #e1 on With hlr work," 
Major-General Slr FJranch de Gningand, Chief of Stafl 

to PM. Montgornery both in EIghth Army and 21 Amy Group, 
ha recorded hi8 story of the war in "Operalion Vlctory" 
jHodder and Sloughto& 25s). 
, It b a pezsonal qccount of associates, demolishing with 
what happened in high plac'es fact the ill4nformed but much- 
%@ea thb fa te  of v i e s  wan publicised criticism the Amer- ' being decided, disposing by ican Ralph Ingersoll levelled 
WEighfforward narrative of at Montgomery'a handling of 

, uabqpnced s t o r h  which the situation in Normandy; 
' alleged strained relations be-, and relatlng how high-level 

Waen war leaders, particul- planners faced difficulties in 
ally Montgomery and his the field. 

The pldure on-the left, token jW bsfore the Rhine crouing. shows 
General de Guin ond on one of the few occaalonr when he 
was photo ophe with hi8 Chief. Below I o map, ado ed 
from FM. %antgome s book, illustroting h e  problem w ich .-'" long be debotd%y histo * would a qyick thrust from the 

n over the Rhine in 19% have ended the wor earlier? 

~ 

! 

.. 
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# \  I bonally commanded by Gen'eral having had' one 'IOW' with my 
Auchinleck. When de Guingand Chief:' says de Guingand. "There 
went to the desert. Auchinleck was often a lot of smoothing out 
was thinking of returning to to be done when my Chiet had 
Cairo to resume his work as been on the warpath or explan- 
Commander-iu-Chief' and, con- ation in more silky phrases 
sidering the appointment of a .after a 'Monty-gram' had gone 
new commander for Eighth Amy,  forth. A 'Monty-gram' was the 
asked de Guingand whom he name given to a signal written 
would nominate if he had the by Montgomery himself when 
choice. De Guingands reply he was makina his views.'muite 

SINGLE TllRUST PO1 

B R d a D  FRONT POU'CY 
(MONTGOMEW) I . 

(EISENHOWER) I 

clear - with n; r w m  for doibtl' 
"I very soon learnt how to get 

what I wanted and even on 
occasion to make him change his 
mind. One had to wait for the, 
right mood; it was no good 
tackling him with anyone elae 
there . . : It has often been said 
that Mon'lgomery never issued 
paper or read documents. Ih ts ,  
of course, is not strictly true...  
He did read papers, but I reduced 
these to the very .minimum and 
normally had the meat produced 
out of them. As a genea l  rule, 
however, we conducted all our 
business verbally." 

De Guingand tells how at 
Sousse (Tunisia)' the ADC's laid 
04 a carefully prepared plot, 111 
which a sweet young French 
woman came up to present the 
General with a bouquet of 
flowers at a ceremony and said: 
"Will you kees me?" The Army 
Commander recoiled slightly, but 
rebounded to deliver a siiarp 
peck on the lady's blushing 
cheek 
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R -me W.D~~ISI  a w m  
10&-loldu (cklc & #olden) 
Capt. Nlad Niwlmn, aqS a ol th. uplol& of tL. 

MMb d. bB- h% 
IBP, hnidi Italy lad ,North- . Wed sao).. 

Oceaslonally In the imper- 
sonal nerratiw you get glimpses 
of the men - "Ueut C. 0. M. 
Wills . .. rw&d forward, shout- 
ing and wen flnmg tlme to 
blow his huntlng horn. knocked 
out three machine.guns almost 
d n g l r h d n d  and was mthu-  
lng along the ridge 'to deal 
wltb a fourlb when a hnllet 
tltled plm outri,ghc 

Or glimpmn of the flghtlng 
condltlonr UL. the 3rd. &It. 
dion's bo0gebup POSIUOM in the 
IWian mountdns, Autumn1844: 
"The llln fIUed their trenches, 
dnd a trench wu the only place 
when e mm could dnd Ihel1.r 

from #hell-5e. He WM par- 
manently soaked to the skln and 
permanently In danger. He rpant 
hir day among shattered trees, 
hundreds of ' water-logged shell- 
holes., the unhuried corpses of 
Amarlcan and Csrman soldiers. 

MODEST UfUe book wblch won't tell you mythlng you 
D h O U W t  b o w  L "lhL WM Tbe ATSS." by COrpOnl 

Ado C.v.dlni (Dorofhy Crlsp Ltd. 6s 6d). As tu as 

Tbat 1s why It is revlewsd ln such ~ t l n ~ c d  wmpany. 
"I am a 21-year-old Londoner, dark. olive-skinned and 

have hazel eyes: says Corporal Cavaduu. She tells, naively, 
a straightforward story of her life in the ATS; of the 
Canadian soldiers who whls4led after her and tried to carry 
her bag; of the ever-preaent peril of putting on weight; of 
waiting to use the iron; and wondering whether her atockIng 
reams were straight. Perhaps you didn't know that ATS 
wear blue-and-white striped pyjamas? Or that they put on 
their tles without undoing the knot? Well, you do now. 
Corporal Cavadlni should have told us rather more about 
mme of her companionr, such as the Jamaican girls who. 
were given electric radlators to contoit them in the English 
climate. or the girl from the Salvation Army. or 18-year-old 
"Ack-Ack" who couldn't stand the noiae of a gunute. 

Lack of sophistication is not a thing to reprokh anyone 
with, hut it tends to make flat reading at times. Who is 
go99 to wrlte a lively, cheeky book about the ATS? 

A SOWIRR knows. it Is the lint book wrtttan by en ATS girl. J 

"Perhaps you didn't know thot ATS 
wore blue-and-whlte striped pyjomarl" 

sopplng blank- and rustd 
rattan tins." - 

There is a ludicrous touch in 
this rtory of the hrqk-through 
into Germany: "In OM vlllage 
a German colonel WM found on 
hle front lawn, and lost no time 
in expldnhg how dellghtsd he 
w u  to meet the Brigade d 
Guardr' again, dnce he had 
stayed with the Coldstream In 
1911." 

But the book M l y  codInas 
itself to btory. In it tha Grcna- 
dim will see hls own pictuns- 
behind the nmative.  

, .  
, 
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