


















-Y CALLS 01.. I EOR.EIGN LKLLKBN THh 
Legionnaires seemed in a hurry 
to reach headquarters. It was not 
until their arrival that the reason 
became aooarent: the fortniahth .. ~ ~ ~~~~ ~~~~~~~ 

piane carrying mail and the GtLi't 
films from Algiers was due to 
arrive. Even the tough Foreign 
Legion relishes its amenities1 

At Sehha the British found 
tents pitched for them near a con- 
crete swimming pool.in bhe shade 
of palm trees. and for the dura- 
tion of their stav theie was much 
friendly coo&ation and hospi- H talitv. 

Besides French, there were 
Gtraans. Belgians, P o b  and a 
mixture of Slavs among the men 
of Ihe Foreign Legion. "But thay 
seemed to have g r d  en@-de- 
corpe," said Serjeant Gott, ex- 
pressing the opihion of the entire 
BdWt party. "They h e ' a  lot 
rougher &an we &, hut they live 
well." be added. 
*wt AB came ouistandang with the mosnent arrival of from the 

Ceirc hy rtr of Colold P. A. 
Clayton, one oi the leadexs of the 
war-time Long Range Desert 
Group. who had commanded a 
d.ri raid on Murruk, son& of 
Wlm, in January 1S41. Opera- 
ting with him on that occssion 
h d  been members of the Roe 
French from Lake Ond. It waa 
the first time theue forces had 

and the news gave 
. . . -. -. French ResistaEca 
9n their opc 
W h o .  They attack & 
ming pool b-tu-, ppo and a New 

Anteiican truciis) aad the two Zealand soldier Serieant Her- 
parties moved off together to- 
wards Brat and Sehha, slurting 
the soft "sand seas" on the m y .  
A few g-lle and one hustard 
were the only wild Me they saw. 
Sleeping i n t h e  open air or in 
deserted forts, they reacbed their 
destination, Sehha, three days 
later. Here. at the headquarters 
of Colonel Sarazac, the French 
Administrator of the F m ,  they 
were greeted by a guard of hon- 
our from the Meharistea (Sahara 

On the final day of travel the 
British party had noticed th.1 the 

Camel Corps). 
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son, were tilled, ani  i t  was to 
pay homage to these ho'scldiea 
that Colonel Clayton now made 
this pilgrimage. A guard of 
honour fmm tfle Legiomairw, 
Camel Corps awi Cameron High- 
landers greeted him at the air- 
strip at Sehha, then escorted biin 
and Colonel S u p u c  (who had 
also taken part in the operation) 
to Murzu!& Here the two colo- 
nels. British and Freqch. laid 
wreaths on the twin graves while 
Corps the Foreign and Lefpon, the $he Camel 
British contingent 

Soldiers of the Saharo 
C a d  Corps turned out in 
honwrof the Britkh patrol. 

i Below: The going was nal all sand. Somatlnm dab8 
of rock had to be manhandled out of tha jeep' peth. 
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This powerful t-aHle-piece is 
from.theoriglnat painting by Lady 
Butler. It i s  a@ i m p t ~ i o n  of the 
28th Regiment'rr uamat Quafre 
Bms on. the a8ernoon of $6 

' ' 

throwing the sturdy Englkh sol- 
diem who.hud taken-up il pwitim 
at Quotre Bras, the great W e  
of Waterldo. whereoo the Duke 
rested 'his ' .  hopes, cwld never 
have been fought. Had the squarss 
been part of the solid ea* they 
could &,,haye proved more im- 
mowble. 
print r a p r o d 4  by couriory of e Pvkq Gdllefy, Albemarle 
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.- 4 -This Headline T h r i l l 2  Llanisl,,,, Mi I 
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It won't be long now.. . The 
rough shaft of steel IS being 
wrought into a lethal wea- 
pon of highest precision. 
Note mon with callipers. 

The .ZO-pounders on Britain's Centurions are the 
pride of the Royal Ordnance Factory near Cardiff 
where gun-machining has been'grecltly speeded 

is the reddish brown of oxidised the lathe turning at .about 25 
iron. The separate breech rings revolutions a minute. The resul- 
are big cubes of steel with rough tant bore was accurate to within 
openings cut into them. . six-or seven-thousandths of an 

Before these main components inch. Now a "floating" cutting 
can become one mechanism 56 head of special steel is used and 
separate operations must he per- the lathe tums at 450 revolutions 
formed on the barrel and 126 on a minute. Stepping up the lathe- 
the breech. It is the pride of speed to 450 from a normal maxi- 
carddff Royal Ordnance Factory mum of 80 was in itself no mean 
that since the war, by evolving feat of mechanical engineering. 
new techniques. they have halved The resultant bore is armrate to 
the time taken to perform these within one-thousandth of an inch 
operations without setting up along its entire length of 210 
any new plant. It still takes a inches. No honing is needed; five 
gun six weeks to'two months to minutes suffice to peel off any 
go through the factory, but the irregularities with a cutting tool 
shortening of each operation which was developed in the 
means that more guns can be Cardiff factory and has since 

been adopted by other armament dealt with at  the same time. 
From lathe to lathe the 25- factories. By these methods the 

hundredweight barrels are moved whole operation of boring has 
by travellihg overhead cranes- been reduced from 13 hours to 
The main task is the cutting out. 45 minutes. 
of the full-size bore and it i s  here Various parings have to be 
that the great saving in time has made from the outside of the 
been made. Formerly this was barrel. Each lathe does its special 
done with a fixed cutting head, part of the job, peeling off shav- 

ings of hardened steel as easily 
as if it were peeling potatoes. 
If the barrel bends. it is taken to 
a hydraulic press to he bent back 
again. The ends are supported 
and the press comes down on the 
middle - and a great steel gun 
barrel bends like a bow under 
the pressure, its ends cocked in 
the air and its middle nearly 
touching the work-table. Then 
the barrel is pressed down and 
released and pressed down again 
until the kink has been straight- 
ened out. 

As each operation is completed 
tests are carried out to ensure 
that no mistakes have been made. 
It saves time, labour and material 
to correct any fault on the spot 
rather than wait for the final in- 
spection and then perhaps have 
the whole gun rejected. 

The main test comes when the 
harrel is subjected to 20 per cent 
more pressure than it will have 
to stand when a shell is fired 
through it. Besides detecting any 
flaws in the metal. this process 
compresses it sa much that the 
molecules are forced closer 
together, making the steel 
tougher and more elastic. 

Meanwhile the breech ring is 
passed along another line of 

machines. The rough hole is cut 
out to an accuracy of less' than 
a thousandth of an inch, the 
grooves which clamp it to the 
barrel are tooled and the whole 
ring is ground and polished. The 
breech block goes through a 
similar process. A profusion of 
nuts. bolts. saews and springs 
for the working parts -all known 
to the Army by their individual 
names - are manufactured and 
coated with corrosion-resisting 
metal. Finally the gun is assembled 

and passed to the inspection 
shop. The chief inspecting officer 
owes Ministry his of allegiance Supply only and'to to the the 

troops who will have to fire the 
gun. If there is the slightest irre- 
gularity it will go back for re- 
machining. It may occasionally 
happen that the gun is rejected 
outright: yet even with inspec- 
tion standards which are higher 
in Britain than in any other coun- 
try, this rarely OCCUIS. 

With each weapon goes a 
history of all that has happened 
to it since it began as a mass of 
steel. This record accompanies it 
everywhere and entries are made 
of tmas .mus , ina  all its adven- 
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hundred years time, when the 
men who made and fired it are 
forgotten. it will still be possible 
to trace the life story of any 
particular gun. its chemical com- 
pounds, where it was forged, 
where and by what method it 
was machined and what happen- 
ed to it when it left the produc- 
tion line ready for fitting into 
Britain's latest tank. 

The factory bas a secondary 
activity: the reclamation of 
wrecked armoured cars and scout 
cars. "Wrecked" is too mild a 
word to describe most of the 
rusty derelicts which have been 
collected from battlefields all 
over the world. At first sight 
there does not appear to be a 
smare foot of sound nlatina on 

conditioned and used again. 
Sand-blasting strips away the 
rust and special processes deposit 
a new skin of metal over the 
parts, after which they are 
ground and polished. 

The cars are completely re. 
built. starting from the chassis 
frame. Every part which can 
possibly be straighiened out and 
reconditioned is put back into 
service. The others are replaced. 
When the re-assembly is com- 
plete, a thick coat of paint is 
added and the cars leave the 
factory as good as new. 

The cost of reclamation may 
have been as much as the cost 
of a new car. but the point is 
that it can be done in a factory 
which does not normallv Droduce 

PTAKE I T  TO . 
The modern regimental taiior not only 
makes the uniform fit, he also sells elec- 
tric irons with which to keep it pressed 

7 . 

/ 

N the tailor's shop at Meeanee BMaclu, Colcheder, a 
National Serviceman put a battledrau on'the counter. ' ~ + 

"Can this be pressed for Saturday morning's parade, 
pleaser '  he  asked. 

Behind him stood another In 1923 the Army abolish@ 
National Serviceman with a suit soldier tailors. except for those 
for dry-cleaning. Coming in the in the Household Cavalry, Fwt 
door was a serjeant with a new Guards and kilted regimentr..Un@ 
blouse on which he wanted then @e trend had been to mill- 
stripes. titles and medal-ribbons tarise services to troops. What. 
to be sewn. And outside, half a influenced the decision was the 
dozen recruits were bracing them- ~ abandonment of full dress. 
selves for a fitting parade; there Since then, the work of making 
would be more than a hundred of uniforms fit has been given to 
them before the day was out. civilian tailors on contract Most 
To Mr. William JoUiIfe. who of'the men whose milltary jobs 

stood behind the counter, it was were abolished by this strnke. 
a familiar start to the day's work. like Mr. Jolliffe. put on civilian 
He has been a civilian tailor to suits and took the contracts. 
the Army since 1923. and before The soldier has gained from 
that he was a tailor in uniform, the new system. Contracts last 
in the South.Staffordshire Regi- only a year, and there is keen 

competition for them - which ment. 

'I 
&em. Their engines ire j&t a vehicles. ~ b i s  ensures - a  supply 
mess of rust and wreckage. After of armoured vehicles for the re- 
the dismantling team has been to armament drive without disturb- 
work on them twisted and batter- ing the production programme of 
ed hits of rust-red metal litter the the car manufacturers. who can 
floor like banes in an elephants' continue to concentxate on civil- 
graveyard. Yet a surprising num- ian vehicles for dollar-earning 
ber of parts can be salvaged, re- export. TED JONES 

The factory olro drips derelict armoured UJK from the world's 
L-'flefields - --> turns out again as good as new. 

mr. joiime prepares 10 pur m e  rope 
measure on some off-the-peg greatcoats. 
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dusters. brushes, mirrors, cd 

Mrs. JoyceBush, who 
in MI. Jolhffr's shop for ni 








































