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be itsfacercsolutelyagamatheBill. 
By 1913 a new fador had 

if the Royal Navy were Wable 
to defend the Straits of Dover. 
The advent of the submarine and 
bombiog aircraft, said the 
schhe's supporters, made a 
Channel the safety tuond of Britain. a vital factor in 

Many d t a q  kaders who 
had previously objected to the 
scheme were now in favour of 'it. 
Lord S y d c n h  of Cabe; a 
fonner Wetpry ofthe Imperisl 
Defence C d w  told a Par- 

appealed to the Govmunmt 
"not to let tbii pmibk conquest 
by the genius of man ova the. 
rude t o m  of nature be prc 
maturely clowl and a b a n d d  
because of old world fears and 

came out in cupport of the t t m d  
project Sir Mhur Cooan Doyle 
wrote: 'The b t  intdigmt 
thingthathpebeeadoeehigur 
generation waa the rdusal to 
buildtheCharmdTund Ifthe 

. 

7" 
Govgnment,& ' e u q  out tbe 
scheme it might prow to be a 
natioool inv- epual or 
superior tothe SIlcZ cmal" 

world war onc broke ont 
~ t b i e ~ w a v e o f a p p  
P o n f o r t h e t u r m a o o t J a ~  

ardcnt supportn for the acbeme, 

burbden  the Wsr W M  
ovar Sir Artbur Fdl MP. an 

was worrying the Govmnmtnt 
again. He said the tunwl Would 
make London the m t r e  of the 
world for express train trawl. It 
would own England to wealthy 

to Enslsnd because of the un- 
pleasant Channel crossing by 
boat and would improve tra& 
with the Contincat and under- 
standing between naticms Yet 
another Par- Commit- 
tee was s.t up in 1919 to re 
examinetheproblem,butonce 
more the view of the Impwial 
DefalCaCbmmlaa ' apethut"it 
waanotadvi&icnorclrpod*at" 
tpbddthetraaaa 
IamCbimQd~ 

wrc pewming Prdimwla for 
aothoritytoj&atbscroshafte 
WhiDhhad-beeClMlnlronboth 
~ o f t h c c h p n n d y r a r s b b  
fori. ThistkytbeIraperipl 
Defieos commma cpuedon 
annmcrcial, 6nand and trw 
portuportsforth+rviswsand 
antetotbec.ua&wm that* 
advan- were not oommgl- 
nuats With the disadwltages 
from the def- poinf 0 Vmv? 

Company, which had besn 
formed m 1887, aaked Park- 

todrivea 

~spnpaas1oofeetlsdowthesas 

fmignm who feared to jomey 

In 1929 therChanwl L e l  

llfent p a o t ~ ~ D o v s r a n d  for . .  

bed., tuonel lffhm* could be w%%?!e . the 
and goods trains from 

Enslsnd to France and another 
aimilat tunnel to tlln 
with the fint could be con- 
straetcd to take trailk in the 
opposite direction. This led to 
the most thorough expmination 
of Parliamdary the scheme Conimitte~ yet made. con- The 

sulted industry, shipping cnn- 
Panh and trade unions, and 
came tothe conclusicm that the 
tltaasl would be of gene& 
d 4dvantagc to Britain. 

lal Defence com- 
to abandon ita 

h o 8 t i l c ~ .  Themotionin 
hvoa ro f theanure lwaadb  
f ~ i n t h e H o u s e o f c O m m o n s  
by only &vm votes. 

APartfiantheoocPsional 
q d o n  in the House of CQn- 
mollq nothiDg slse hpppoed 
until 1949, when yet enother 
.*lrssctuptogiveitsvadid iOiet committee of bothHouaes To 

UlisbOdythecilamdTrmnd 
CQnP8ny proposed tht the tun-* 
ne1 should ratemi from a point 
~ m i l s s a n t h e L o n d a n s i d e  
whcrc of Dover it to would h&tattc join in the F-, main 

Cplais-POlis railway. It was to 
be 44 miles long and would cost 
about pany &mated &5O,~,oOO. that The more Corn- than 

through 2,000.000 the topcl each would year. pass 

rsDcwedrproposai Toda it ia probable for a that channel any 

tunnel totheNorthAt*atk would have to be Ft rcaty up 

I ~ ~ ~ e u I ~  
say thut a hostile power could 
drop an mwraiollLform more 
npldly by m. a&with a 
b c a a ~ o f & c u i n g s u r -  
prhe. W b S t ~ m a W m b a a b  
hmnei would have M anybody's oea long Busg sobmprine 

Tunnel But su 6% rtora of the chonnef 
ingitbuilt. live T h e o r i g i r u l d -  in hopCS of etc. 

inge public -at vicw Doveraarred by wire f a n w  from and 

hi& mtSs--err p~cserved by 
Brarsh Railways. If ew'the 
Govenuacnt permits the turmel 
to be constnrted. it would not ~ 

take long for the site to be 
clcared and for work to begin. 

Epch ycar the'rharehotdcn of 
the ChanneI Tunnel OwJPpny 
tRaet in h&n.to  d b k a  their 
pkas and dslarr a anall &vi. 
danL Thisyeraribodpkrapn 
s a i d i b 0 r e - a - W  
~ ~ f f f e ~  
Tundbatthepoiitidditatt 
waa not yet Wt for a w w  

bemadetothe 

At the -meeting one of 
the ~ m ,  82-year-old 
Mr. F. H. WoMiward, had P 
n o d  idea for using the ane-and- 
aquprta milss of tuancl which 
has already been driven under 
the sea at Dover. H e  -id it 
should be extended to take it 
outside the thro? miksterritorial 
limip Thenanunderground 
casino coold be built-and 
champPeae WOUM be dutY4r8e. 
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. 
They Flew 

NE of the 1ea.t .n orthodox unit8 
operated under 

th.1.aanMcdfaBhLt 
I W * M d r d k r h Y M t b  
-Yd.” Itopcntcdhpn. 
thayhtkhtsnadbo(i 
ddrnuldofullsllb.k” 

Its h i s  was four Austsrs 

Royal Air Force. The p ats 
of the W i t  belong to the 
Glider Pilot Regiment 
which, now that the Army 
no longer uscl gliders, flits 
all Army- controlled light 
liaison aircraft. The ground 
staff are soldiers and airmen. 

To supplement the Flight’s 
Austers came five more, 
with nine Glider Pilot Regi- 
ment pilots, from the Light 
Aircraft School at Middle 
Wallop. Then there were 
two of the Army-controlled 
Sycamore helicopters, 
piloted by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bernard Repton 
and Captain John Spittal. 
Colonel Repton used to fly 
Field-Marshal Sir William 
Slim, when he was Chief,of 
the Imperial General StaE; 
and Captain Spittal now 
pilots Field- Marshal Sir 
John Harding. 

The Royal Navy con- 
tributed two Draaontlv heli- 

“AmYcOaholnr 

of 1912 Light Liaison F yk 

A 
7 

‘ 1, 
cannon i s  lowered to t h  

. ve . but been it on wasn’t. otomi 

COST $43lY263” 
OR “Battle Royal” spestatorn Ameriau~ 28o-mlllbnebe 
detachment demonstrated their gun-drill at Senndgger. Two 
battalions of the guns, which can lire atomic shdls and have . 
a nnge of U) mile, toot part in the exercise. 

On its two transporters, the through a small arc. By using 
84 feet long cannon, weighing jacks mounted above wheels on 
85 tons, manoeuwed smartly the turn-table, however, the crew 
into position. The driver of the lifted the rear of the carriage 
front transporter controls the and the whole gun was then 
throttle and brakes of the rear balanced on a large steel br“ 
one, as well as his own, but they and was traversed full circle. 
are steered independently. It The crew of the gun consistc 
takes- considerable training for of an officer, a noncommi 
the drivers to co-ordinate their sioned officer, a gunner (wt 
steering over a telephone. looks after the controls), seveu 

The transporters lowered the cannoneers, two drivers and two 
gun to the ground, then un- assistant drivers. In the normal 
hitched themselves and drove way they can bring the gun into 
off. This left the main weight of action in 12 minutes. 
the piece resting on a turn-table Stencilled on the cannon was: 
and a plate supporting the rear “This item cost $431,263.” The 
of the carriage. By hand-wheel, transporters were each priced 
the gun could then be traversed at $77,318. 
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i .. A shall from Its cow&”, ~ ’ 

-x led.  The 
Northland enemy was at hand. 
Tanks of the 17/21st Lancers 
came into sight, accompanied by 
Dutch Infantry. Tank guns, 
bazookas, small arms and still 
more thundedashes shook the 

The tanks were stopped in 
the approach roads, and the 
Canadians withdrew into the 
town, leaving the defence of 
the bridge to the parachutists. A 
Party of Dutch Infantry attacked 
through woods on the river bank 
and had almost reached the end 
of the bridge before they were 
repulsed. Another Dutch party 
croBsed one ann of the river, but 
were eliminated on the river 
bank by machine-gun tire from 
across the water. 

Canadian Infantry returned to 

U. 

-- --- - - --, 
modern bridgm over the EmS. 

Canadians held the approaches 
on behalf of Southland. For the 
Northland aggressors, 61 British 
Lorricd Brigade attacked the 
bridges, captured them and were 
then driven back. 

It was Saturday, and that made 
a great deal of difference to the 
course of the battle. The pre- 
vious day, Territorials scattered 
over Fhgland, Scotland and 
Wales had knocked off from 
their civilian jobs and flown to 
Buckeburg as 46 Parachute 
Brigade Group. Now they were 
at the disposal of Lieutenant- 
Genaal A. F. Tromme, of the 
Belgian Army (Southland). 

The weather was not good 
enough for them to use their 
parachutes, so they “drouDCd” 

munition €room woods and 
behind hedges indicated that it 
was an opposed advance. 

Within an hour and a half, 
however, the tirst parachutists 
were in sight of the bridgea. They 
joined up with the Canadian d e  
fence screen and withdrew with 
them. The focal point of the 
battle became the little qua re  
on the north of the bridges. 
Here tanks of Lord Strathcona’s 
Horse and Infantrymen of the 
Royal Canadian Regiment were 
covering the approaches. 

Around tlpm was a steadily 
growing crowd of German spec- 
tators. As the action speeded up, 
the numbers of watchers rose 
from hundreds to thousands. 
Along came a squad of green- 
coated German oolice (under an 

copters, with th& ground- 
crews. Finally, two light 
aeroplanes were provided by 
their makers. One of these 
was the de Havilland Beaver, 
B six-passenger aircraft 
whch is made in Canada 
and is in use with the Ameri- 
can Army. The other was 
the four-passmger Restwick 
Pi-, which is made in 
Scotland and is in service 
with thc Royal Air Force. 
Each was piloted by a 
Zivilian eager to show the 
iircraft’spaces. SOLDIER 
iccepted a ride in each and 
an vouch that they are both 
apable of climbing faster 
than is good for a delicate 
stomach, and of landing in 
#n alarmingly small space. 

The duties of the light 
iaison organisation included 
in air despatch lmer d c e ,  
which was mahly entrusted 
o students, officers and non- 
:ommissioned officers from 
Middle Wallop who had 
m l y  just earned their 
‘wings.” Other jobs included 
rrrying passengers, includ- 
ng press photographers 
ieeking aerial pictures, 
wualty evacuation, recon- 
laissance, photography and 
tropping light supplies. The 
lirrraft could also have been 
rJed for laying nignal cables. 

< -- ~ ~~~~~ 

fiom lorries, in enimy teiritory officer who had commanded a the . north of the river and 
three miles or more from Waren- Wehrmacht banalion on the the Territorials withdrew into the 
dorf and marched OE towards , Russian front) to control them. &:hiz&EqbEd ~~~w~~ 
the bridgca The sounds of As the first of the Airborne 
thunderflashes and bla m- troops reached the bridge, a came and announced a “stand- 

fast.” From behind the 
“knocked-out” tanks of the ! 
17/21st Lancers appeared an- 
oiher column of parachutists. A 
lieutenant-colonel of ’the umpire 
staE explained. ‘‘The troops are 
so mixed up, it is impossible to 
umpire any more, so we have 
stopped the fighiing to let them 
sort themelves out. The bridge 
is blown‘and the battle is over.? 

i 

1 
The Southlanders had 8uc- . 

OaQd in their object of denying 
the bridges to the enemy, and 
camg damage to his forces, b& 
the casualties to the Airborne 
briuade were officiallv described 

? 

their husbandn make a triumphal 
entryintothetown. 
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Serjeant lrlwyn Williams. RAF, simulates torren- If the script calls for faat- 
tial rain. In his spare time he writes futuristic steps on the gravel, there’s a 
thrillers (his publisher ordered six at once). built-in “path” in the studio. 

In BFN’r mobile 9 tion. SerJeant Eric Ha, f the Denis Scuse, former . Gunner major. is 
station dlrectar. From his contra1 room he Royal Air Force. rests nir outsidk braadcasting egulpment 
can see into almast all the studios at once. 

matically take over. If the break- 
down lasts longer than four 
hours a diesel generator stands 
by to provide the power for 

i 

where in Germany, and a testing 
room from which any fault in 
the Network’s transmission or 
reception can be traced on a 
machine. 

BFN is on the air for an 
average of 17 hours a day, every 
day of the year, and it produces 
about eight hours of its own pro- 
grammes each day. The rest are 
relayed from the BBC, whose 
Light Programme shares BFN’s 
wavelength. Programmes have 
to be prepared four weeks in 
advance. T o  perform this task 
the Station Director has the sur- 
prisingly small British staff of 
seven and a team of German 
technicians. 

Alastair McDougall, former 
Gunner, who produces the popu- 
lar Mid-Week Magazine feature. 
is the programme compiler. BiU 
Crozier, ex-Royal Air Force, is 
in charge of all variety pro- 
grammes. John Mead is head of 
presentation and Gerald Sin- 
stadt, formerly a serjeant in the 
Intelligence Corps, is responsibl 
for classical music and sport! 
He went to Berne to broad 
cast commentaries of the Worl, 
Football Cup matches i 
which England and Scotlanu 
took part. Serjeant Islwyn 
Williams of the Royal Air Force, 
author of six mystery-thrillers, 
prepares all the news broadcasts 
and produces BFNs weekly 
programme sheet. All do their 
share of announcing. 

For outside broadcasting, 
which is in the hands of RAF 
Serjeant Eric Hamer, BFN has a 
mobile wireless station made 01 
of an old Humber staff ca: 
Years ago its inside was tom out 
and recording equipment was 
built into it. It has travelled to 
every part of the British Zone, 
covering maneuvres, visits by 

royalty and sports meetings. 
The oldest member of BFN is 

ex - Company Quartermaster- 
Serjeant Tom Cousens of the 
Royal Signals, the Technical 
Adviser. During the war he 
served with the Forces radio 
station BLA 2 and helped to 
establish the first British static 
radio station in Germany at 
Norddeich early in 1945. He 
was one of the original members 
of BFN when its headquarters 
were set up in Hamburg. 

Although BFN i s  now 
stationed several hundred miles 
from Hamburg it has not lost all 

connection with that city. From 
a small studio in the Army 
Kinema Corporation Cinema 
there Chris Howland, son of one 
of the first BBC announcers, and 
a member of the Network’s staff 
for several years, contributes a 
weekly film review. One of BFN’s 
two call signs is still the tune 
“Moonlight on the Alster” which 
BFN adopted in Hamburg in 
1954. The other is “Strings on 
Parade,” composed by the well- 
known BBC conductor Ray 
Martin who was once a serjeant 
at BFN. 

E J. GROVE 

HE Army’s radio station with the I q a r t  Usteniog public, t b ,  
British Forces Network in Germany, now broadcads from the 
smallart yet one of the most modem &dim in h o p e .  T After spending nine years amid the plush and statuary OC 

Hamburg’s famous Musikhalle. with its richly furnished theatre of 
cream, scarlet and gold, the Net- 
work has taken up residence in 
two villas in the Marienburg dis- From studios designed in the 
trict of Cologne. latest manner and including 

Outslde the hgdquartan ot British f i r -  Network in Colaane Here there is none Of the every modern refinement in 
a converted staff car Is loaded up an outside broad opulence of Hamburg’s Musik- equipment, BFN continues to 

broadcast to the British and 
Canadian Forces in the British 
Zone of Germany and Berlin. 
Reception is as good as it has 
ever been. 

The house from which the 
station sends out its programmes 
was bombed to the ground in 
World War Two. It was rebuilt 
in 1948 O(I atcmpomy home for 
a Bri- gamrai snd later b e  
came na o B c d  mess. When 
Rhine Army decided to move 
BFN fmm Hambm the houm 

halle, but BFN has no regret 

1 

I 

operating. 
The disc studio has an enviable 

refinement in its three glass- 
topped turn-tables, each covered 
with a baize mat. When the 
record is held by a finger-tip the 
glass turn-table continues to spin 
silently so that when the record 
is released the music or sound 
effect is brought in immediately 
and at the correct speed. 

The floor of the features and 
drama studio is of the latest 
three-tier type-ne half has a 
base of wooden parquet, the 
other is covered with linoleum 
with a layer of carpeting over 
both. According to the type of 

arranged to obtain the best 
acoustic effects. The sound 

. . effects room contains a bath- 
unda the direction of British , , , room for making “live” water 

sounds and a cubicle in which a 
The new dation hps a unique narrow footway, half covered 

n)rstem of inca-wun with gravel and half with wood, 
studios and wntrd r - 2  has been. let into the floor for 
divided by aound.proof glnss, -. making the noise of footsteps. 
and a preau-button systcm of Close by is a play-back studio 
communhtion. m. station * where producers check their re- 
Dim$or, Denis Scuss, a f- corded programmes before they 
Gunmr major. can kxe from lus ’ ~! go on the air. There are record- 
& mto most of tbs atodios ing rooms fitted with the most 
*e proqammeo are bdDg modern machines and there is a 
broadcost A pMducsr in the gramophone library in which 
dnmn studio can keep an eye on !~ 64,ooO records are filed. They 

include long-playing transcrip- 
tions of BBC variety shows and 

UtecoDtiDuity StudioattheOthCr 
d ofthe buildiog’w that if the 
cublight lystnn of orchestral concerts and hundreds 

of sound effect records which tion b w k s  down 
,ppB bs d. can reproduce almost every 

Every possible prefautioo known noise, from a baby crying 
been taken against BFN go! to a sea-lion diving into a lake. 
off the .air by accident. If In the basement are work- 
local power line breaks down shops, a blacksmlth’s shop for 

repairing heavy equipment at large batteries, always kept fu  
charged in the basement, au ., the two receiver stations else- 

! , . programme the flooring is 

,olrcs*~&uiit, this ~- 
” .  

and German radio cnpincers. II. 

Ex-CQMS Tom Cousens, formerly of the Royal Signals. has an 
unusual hobby: he runs a mink farm at  the bottom of BFN’s garden. 
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NO 
arc T h s ~ l a t i o n h p l r ~ m r  

annourn, of 17 b r a  daily. Ih hs pckr/s  ..I 
Burnett, of one million records. It has sumved ea 

typhoons, power cuts and the Bavag 
AurOnliu-00ntrolled Two boon-mike by a dog One of ~ t s  stal 
tb &M@h are administered Lieutenant Pat Kavanagh, son of ITM 

1 ll,I PAGE 
PAGE 23 






































