


















Beer mats do more than just ooze 

an occasional trickle of booze. 

They advertise strippers 

and Service Corps tippers 

- tbey’re~even a recruiting ruse. 

And a soldier, if mildly keen, 

travelling about the world scene, 

with hardly a thought 

can collect the sort 

that turn tegestologists green 
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The Army has 
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with such disastrous rcSults that‘ the 
Recruiting Liaison officer of the rst 
Trainlnp B a w o n  appealed to tegesto- 
logists not to collect the new mat as it 
was s p u i l h g  its recruiting value. 

The Sapper mat left a space for 
potential recruits to fill in their name and 
address and this caught the imagination 
of a schoolboy at an annual Combined 
Cadet Force camp who obligingly wrote 
the name and address of his headmaster 
under “I would like to know more, 
without obligation, about the Royal 
Engineers. . . .” One keen recruiting 
05cer who followed up a beer mat 
inquiry was led to a mental hospital. 

Black Watch Temtorial battalions 
had mats made in the shape of their 
regimental badge, while the Home 
Counties Brigade even produced a set of 
six. The 41st Signal Regiment (PMcess 
Louise’s Kensington Regiment), Tem- 
torial Army, ordered their beer mats 
urgently by radio when they found their 
pint pots standing on an appeal to 
“join the Kmt Yeomanry. . . .” 

The actual acquisition of beer mats is 
a testy point among enthusiastic collec- 
tors. Mr Derek Reedy, secreta~y of 
the British Beer Mat Collectors Society, 
points out that “recognised” tegestola- 
gists always ask publicans or breweries 
for them-they are never slipped fur- 
tively into a pocket with shifty glauces! 
Beer mats (they are oonfusiogly called 

drip mats by manufacturers) have an 
understandable appeal to collectors be- 
cause of their enormous v a r i a .  They 
first appeared in pubs in England in the 
Roaring Twenties replacing fragile por- 
celain or pottery tankard stands known 
as “coasters,” a term still used for beer 
mats in America and Australia. 

In England 300 million beer mats are 
used every year soaking up many gallons 
of beer and advertising countless ro 
ducts. There is a mat advocating fun: 
day opening in wales . . . anoher 
advertises a snip club in Japan. . . while 
some candidates in the last General 
Election used them for canvassing. 
Some Continental mats depict local 
dress and customs and two German 
breweries have issued a series of 206 
mats bearing cartoons and a set backed 
with nursery rhymes. 

Three island+including the Isle of 
Wight-have produced beer mats in the 
shape of the island with principal rmds 
and towns marked. The United States 
Eighth Arm Club in Korea has its own 

units haM seized upon tbem *as a red and y e i m  pulpboard “master:’ , P recruiting medium. SOLDIER has A German bee mat collecting society 
traced the distribution of more than holds an Banual competition to lind the 
300,000 and the total may be nearer enthusiast with the world’s largest 
half a million. collection, the winner receiving a solid 

The Green Howards claim credit for gold beer mat. The record is reputed to 
first dreaming up the idea. Their mat, be held by a Stuttgart man with 18,000 
drawn by Captain W H G Kingston, beer mats. He is a teetotalk. 
showing the transformation of a civilian As a recruiting medium in the Army, 
into a soldier, was produced in 1956 to beer mats have a big drawback4ere is 
catch the eye of.potential recruits in no way of knowing what measure of 
public houses. It is still so popular that success they have had. However, it is 
no one ever writes to the Regimental generally agreed that even if they do not 
~eeruiting officer for recruiting litera- result directly in an ~I+X of recruits, 
ture, pnly for more beer mats! they do keep the name of the Army in 

When the Royal Engineem copied the front of the public in places not normally 
idea, a sharp-eyed collector pounced on bedecked with recruiting posters. 
the new mat and spread the glad news RUSSELL F MILLER 

. i 
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N infectious epidemic of teges- The British Beer .Mat Collectors 
tologyissweepingthecountry. Society, formed in 1960, now has a 

that people frequendng public even a beauty queen named simply, if 
h o w s  are more liable to catch the not glamorously, “Miss Beer Mat of 
bug. So far nearly a thousand people 1962.” Its soldier members are in an 
- m m y  of them savicemephave enviable position, tegestology-wise. In 
registered as addicted tegestologists their wand- round the world they 
and a sociqty for their mutual can collect beer mats that turn other 
whence  has been formed. members green with envy. 

But there is no cause for panic; these Down-to-earth soldiers undoubtedly 
are not the facts from some alarming regard beer mats merely as thctional 
health report. Tegestologists are less objects which soak up the occasional 
harmful than their awe-inspirhg. title trickle of beer that might inadvertently 
might suggest-they are simply beer escape over the rim of a pint, or as a 
.mat collectors. And tegestology (de- missile that can be flicked in a satisfying 
rived from the Latin reges, meaning fasbionacrossaroom. Buttherecanbe 
mat) has become a fast-growing hobby. few soldiers who do not know at least 

A UsuaUy reliable sources reveal membership approaching I-d 
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one collector or cannot immediately 
recall a beer mat display in a barrack 
room or canteen. 

A typical enthusiast is Apprentice/ 
Lance-Corporal Peter Illingworth who 
has the largest co l l ec t i0~12oo in  the 
Junior Tradesmen’s Regiment of the 
Army Catering Corps at Aldershot. He 
is one of 15 collectors in “A” Company, 
and about 500 beer mats are pinned 
round the walls of his bunk. “The 
trouble is, I have to take them down at 
the end of each term,” he said. “Then 
when I get back I pin the whole lot 
up again-it’s quite a job.” 

Beer mats have more than just a 
passing connection witb the Army. 
Dozens of Regular and Territorial 
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L HIGH LIFE IN' T H ~  PYRENEES 

I 

APTAIN James Lee, leading 
the descent, cut a s m a l l  hole C in the cornice of snow below 

the peak and slipped through on to 
the steep glader. His feet did from 
under him and he hurtled towards 
the crevasse. Junior Trooper Peter 
French dug in his ice-pick, held on 
against the pull on the rope joining 
the two climbers, and checked the 
fall. The crisis was over. 

But, for this lirst-ever joint Junior 

, a tough ordeal ahead. The soft snow 

I 

, Leaders' Pyrenees expedition, there was 

had gained a hard crust of ice, tuming 
what had been a comparatively safe 
climb into a treacherous and tertifying 
descent. 

Foot by foot the eight climb-four 
men and four boys-threaded their way 
gingerly between yawning prevasses 
down the vast expanse of ice. At last 
they made it and took a well-earned bite 
and a drink, the conquest of the 
10,4ooft Ballaitous behind them, and 
a routine descent ahead. 

Then, as the final lap began, Junior 
Trooper Roger Pike fell, wrenching his 

i 

ankle. With dusk approaching, Captain 
Lee and Sergeant Glover decided to 
spend the night on the mountain with 
the young climber while the remainder 
pressed on to join the main party and 
return with a stretcher party. 

Cocooned in sleeping bags and with 
enough food for at least a week, the 
trio spent the night drinking chocolate 
melted in hot water and eating great 
hunks of French bread. Soon after 
lirst light the rescue party appeared- 
complete with stretcher, stove, frying- 
pan, and bacon and eggs-and provided 
breakfast in sleeping bag! 
. The expedition had set its sights on 
the 11,000ft Vignemale, highest moun- 
tuin in the Pyrenees. Junior Trooper 
French and Junior Private Maghill, 
with Captain Lee and Sergeants Glover 
and Redfearn, set out for the peak, 
covering the six-hour approach to the 
refuge in four hours. 

They were away from the hut by six 
o'clock next morning and caught their 
lirst glimpse of the glacier within the 
hour. Where there had been good 
smooth snow the year before, there were 

IXmbbg tbe &1Litom +ier ww a 
~ompuatissly d e  ventme, but the 
W t  wan a very d i i l m m t  story. 

now crevasses and patches of soft snow 
on ice. It was not an encouraging sight. 

A Spanish guide, following with a 
climber, said the best approach was to 
climb away from the peak then back 
across the glacier above the crevasses. 
Two hours later the A r m y  team looked 
down on the glacier from the base of the 
rock below the peak. Here they waited 
for the guide, intending to allow him to 
precede them to the summit. 

An 
Englishman-Lord Russell-had been 
the fist  to climb V i g n d e ,  and the 
English, said the guide, had always 
climbed it well. So the soldiers carried 
on, to be joined at the top by the guide 
and his climber. The seven climbers 
shared a meal, at the same time feasting 
on the spectacular view of France and 
Spain from the roof of the Pyrenees. 

But he would not hear of it. 
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"By jove. in ten years of teaching unarmed combat you're 
the first one that's got the better of me, brigadierl" 

. 
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"That's done it-properly messed up the leave roster." 

' .  

m 
8 
m 
a 
8 .  

9 
8 
m 
8 
m 
m 
rn 
8 
m 
8 
8 
rn 
8 

rn 
8 
rn 
rn 
8 

8 
rn 
rn 
m 
8 

rn 
8 

rn 
8 

8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
rn 

Just 
A 

Shower -- 
I 

A 

I - 
8 



to train further afield than Germpay 
and ahead of them lay a fortnight in the 
sun and a vast new experience beyond 
any previous training in weekend or 
annual camp at home. So keen were 
these volunteers that most of them 
counted the formight as their annual 

- 
EVER- READIES 

IN THE SUN 
As a curtain raiser to the big “Ever-Rea holiday--e “holidac on Regular 

my, shared with Renulor coma 
exercise in Hong Kong next month, 
“corps d’ebte” have been p p i m i m  

. thb 
, ... Libya 

OPpmple,tycoons,filmstars Force BritmniO as it took off from 
and stage celebrities took Lyneham in a bliuard were 28 “Ever- T themlelvn off to  bask in the Readies” of the Queen’s Royal Riiles, 

Caribbean sun, leaving behind a Territorial Army. Only a few hours 
shivering Britain. But they were later, and in the balm of a North 
not the only ones who cheated the African night, they touched down at 
snow.. . . El Adem, inland from Tobruk. 

Relaxing comfortably in a Royal Air They were the first “Ever-Readies” 

he  2nd Green J&, King‘s ROM 
The Green Jackets were in Libga 

for a month and the “Ever-Readies” 
joined the Battalion, as they would in 
an emergency, as a reinforcement 
platoon The platoon, commanded by 
Captain Dominic Beddard, d e d  itsdf 

Rifle corps. 

the platoon flew out in two Royal Air 
Force B&&e helicoptm to hhhili, 
a cluster of huts and a waterhole fsmiliar 
tomanyEighthArmyveteram. There 
they met men ofthe 1st Batmhon 
Demmshk and Dorset Regiment, who, 
with the ‘%ver-Readies," were to act 

; 

. , 
. ,The *.I 

‘.,.-, ... 

On theit lnet day in Libya the “Ever 
Readies” visited the wat CemCtQk 
around Tobrulr, laying a wrath on th 
grave of Ritleman John &eley VC 
of the Khfs Royal Riflc Corps. An1 
so, by Royal Air Fonv Conrst, b a ~  
to WhDt Riflsmnn T a y  Moore, 
butohcr, described os “cold storage.’’ 

I.ces when next the Queen’s &y %r ’ c’Eva-kadh” get the 

~ h n n c e J % b ~ r m s ~ e d ,  saidonec 
them. Onlyafewhad ‘ouslJtbac 
abroad, either on holi r ya or duria 

Thae will arrei41Jr be a rush fc 

WQtO O V e r s c p S ~ .  

National Service. All were en&* 
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GURKHAS ON PARADE 
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That Sewice Spirit . 
The London Ambulance Service 

' REQUIRES MEN A N D  WOMEN 
AS DRIVE R/ATTE N D A N T S  

F clvlllan soldlelr have left 
their mark on the Army (your 
article In appreclatlon af the 

National Serviceman, Janua ), 
the Army has certainly left(t7ts 
Im rrulon on my flrml 

&e are potato and vegetable msr- 
:ham in Lincolnshire m d  of the 
,tan of 20. 14 rarved m the ~ o r t a  
juring and after World War Tw- 
12 in the Army, one in the Fleet Air 
4rm and one in the Royal Air Force. 
The n h e n  i r e  either too young. 
unfit, or were reserved on the land, 

Our combined service in the Regu- 
lar Army, Territorial Army, National 
Service and during World War Two 
totals 84 yean. Between us we hold 
12 medals. Them are: 

I Twent -one campaign medals: six 
1939/45 1 tars, one At lmtk  Sur .  one 
Burma Sur ,  three African Stars, 
three Itfily Stars, three France and 
Germany Stars, one Korea Medal and 
t h w  General. Servicm Medals; 

Sevc~kesn Service medals; 
OM Coronation Medal; 
One Terrltorlal k r a t i o n ;  
One Terrltarlal EfRcienq Medal; 
And one United Nations Medal. 
The divisions In which e served 

included 1st Airborne & North 
Africa, Sicily, Ita1 and at Amhem), 
6th Airborne (&Day and in the 
Ardennes), 4th Indian (El Alamein t o  
Cassino). 10th Indian (Iraq), 17th 
Indian (Chin Hills and Imphal), 
Commonwealth (Korea), IhhGurkha 

(Malaya) and 2nd (Rhine Army). 
The iments and mr were: 

The R$fW.michh~rc. #ee'Roy?.l 
Lincolnshire, The R I Leicester- 
shire, The Royal The East 
hashire  and The Northampton- 
shire regiments. The King'. Shrop- 
shire Ught Ihq. The Royal Ulster 
Rifles, 10th Gurkha Rifles. Royal 
Engineem I Para Squadron), Royal 
Artillery. Signals, Royal Elec- 
trical and Mchanial En lneen and 
the Auxi l fy  TerrHorhI L i c e  (our 
secretary wam U War OfRce). 

With 10 much in mmman In our 
backgrounds. we are a happy flrm 
with hlgh morale. which I attribute t o  
our Service training. 

No strikes. I few mild arguments. 

complaints f+irly,prbrented an'd fairly 
dealt with, no resentment after a 
ticking-off because they. know that 
once they are "off the carpet" no 
resentment or grudges linger.from 
the other side of the table. Goad 
humour in abundance, wnvenations 
larded with expressions gained in a 
tqreofcountrier. reminiscence when 
ipp l icablc i t  is  as if we all went to 
the same school or univanity! 

The Service splrit. 10 sadly lacking 
In many spheres of industry or com- 
merce. is prdrcnt here-and I am 
more than glad and grateful for it.- 
A J Sudlow, TD. Director. W D 
Cook and Son, Ltd, Potato and 
Vegetable Memhants, Doninaton. 
Spaidlng, Lincs. 
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Ap Iy to  The Officer In Charpc 
(%.l/Aplol,l) London Ambulance Service 

50 Waterloo Road, S.E.I. 

Basic pay f 12 0s. (42-hour week) including 
fim-aid and running repairs allowances. 
Shlft workers' pay n n p  L13 ISs.-f14 I&. 
Initial training with pay. Uniform provided. 
Pald holldays. Pension scheme on permanent 
appointment. Applicants wed 2145 must be 
experienced driven in goad health. 

Vacancies for Constables 

ADMIRALTY CONSTABULARY 
wWn& 

LETT I awar&d makin a bal total of fS00 a ycar. Uniform and boo& 
are pronded. Acre are good prospcts of promotion. Candidate 
muscbcofunnDlarvchsraEur.be1~21 and48vcanofase.at 

I l a  5 A. 7 in.h height @a& fat), and of Britib nation%ty. 
Prior to appointment they will be uind to pass a medid ex- 
amination and an educational tat (Xs holding a scrvics cati- 
licate of Education). Educational tats arc held quartrrly in 
Portsmouth, Devonport and Rosyth; and at Londonderry. 
Northern Ireland. 
Further !+formarion rmd application f o r m  can be obtoined from: 

lb CMd W e ,  Admhryr C m s t h h y  (AS.) 

' 

-. Lalm, sw.6 

Challenge Rallies 
"Why Are We Waiting P" '- 

A MAGNIFICENT GIFT FROM A SOLDIER 
The Historic Knife of the Gurkhas 
WALL ?LAQUE. A pair of Horn Handled Kukries. with 
r u s s - p d  .nd mmmved b l d e  md six Silver-plated Gurkh. 
Rifle8 Crest.. .U raovnred DI 2 polished r w d m  board. for 
wli dacoiiciom md r+limmul mu*eumi:- 
&in. a 7% sin. i? IU.. U im. 11.i~. bidr  U. 

SWAGGERISWORD STICK, with white and hi& horn work. steel blade inride (Ienzch 
367. f l  16% SWORD 0ATON. U of above d-riprion (7.4'). f I  Ir 

P.O. Box 17. 39 Lytton lad, DOOM STEELWORKS DEHRADUN, INDIA 

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS 
Eueahe clue exambatkm for u-Foma adihtra, Junc 1963 and 196r 
[Bauc grade nsa to over f1,m); good promotlon opportunities. Ckrka 
Clam exlllnhntiDD for a-Forcm udhta, October 1963 and 1964 
(kmrOhlkn 18-22, Mamh 1964andReradrrOhlkn 19-21. Februm 
1964; cxcca8ion of age huts  for Foraa scrvia. 
Wrln U o I k  aw, Forcu *lice. ,,c, m 

CIVIL SERVICE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
10 STATION PARADE, BALHAM HIGH RD., LONDON,  S.W.1: 
- 

flo,m INITIAL LIFE COVER %I&~~%$:""%.: '"mz 
naor v. nvt 

Udr -  and hu d Birth 10: 

AT LIWDOWY IHWuI(CE ERONEM 
LTD. 

W.II, U 1  
T.I.Chn.1 Yl6I 

- .' ~ d m 8 w ~  U. n O u . t  ciuunt, n-wb a c n~d 1.1 tll &i.e. 
U' h i.*.rrhm &E. 
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.J M i d l a n d  
Bank 
HEAD OFFICE: POULTRY, ,LONDON, E.C.2 

OVER 2,380 BRANCHES IN 
ENGLAh'D AND WALES 
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