
















.V &- - 

’ Thew% a breakhless hush.. . 
As the bodt oamer iiowri- 
H o t  a thundering crush , 
That would sbake a town, 
Nor a rteel-shod heel, 
On a crisp right wheel, 
Clattering and sparking on a concrete square. 
For the leather soie has gone 
And there’s rubber welded on- 
Silence Is the order now, so stamp who darel 

‘ 

THERE’S A CLAMP ON THE 1 CLUMP! 
I 

NanfunllLPrd-iSdescend- 
on the Army’s drill 

u n n n . T h f . m i l i s r d  
o f ~ s t r r d d a d b o o t r ~  

1 

lnfwdhg f a  is fading fast. 
Rarely has a ehadge of equipment 

provoked so much public emotion. It is 
nlmoat a year since tbe Army aunounced 
that l e a t h e r 4  boots were to be 
qlaced-and the indignation lipgers 
SUU. 

Drill tsturnedp l ea t the  

hepds ofdly . . . and old soldiers ~~Iuu&- 
out the country blanched at the thought. 

iirmly and mmound that, despite the 
march of pfogre~s, they would continue 
to wear old-fashioned LOUD boors for 
duty. It was some small consolation. 

Thcy are cheaper, last longer and are 
more comfortable. So despite public 

a , . . ~ p a l a i o m L t h e i r  

only the Guards put their foot down 

But ruhber-soled boots had t~ CO-. 

opinion the Army stood finrn and 
ordered 417,140 pairs. 

The ancestor of today‘s Army boot 
was inaduced in I 13. =re this, 
handsewn BZuchwr (o?d-fashioned high 
shoes nmned after a Russian field- 
marshal) were issued. But with the 
world on the briak of a war these could 
never be mufaawed in suflicient 
quantities, and the mnss-produced Army 
ankle boot was born. 

Perhaps unlike any other item of their 
equipment, soldiers regexd their boots 
with something a . affeaon. 
The great, bM?%?%ings  that 
crippled raw reauits soon became supple 
enough for them to march for miles 
Wibut  discomfort. 

At home and abroad, in the greates 
wan the world has ever seen, ‘‘Wets, 
ankle, general service” stood up to the 
test. During World War Two, 70 mil- 
lion pairs were made in Britain’s 
blacked-out fectories and three million 
pairs were supplied to the Russian 
Army. 
An old encyclopedia describes a boot 

as “one of a pair of coverings for the 

lower &ties of the body.” But it’s 
not quite that simple. The Army has 
boots,-. . ;boare,mluchin& 

rubber, jungle; boots, cold, wet; boots> 
motor cyclist; boorr, rubber, this$, and 
a host of others. Special fao- for 
special jobs makes the British Army 
one of the heat shodin the world. 
An immense amount of research and 

experiment into the productim of 

has now accumulated such a wealth 
of experience that foreign attach& fre 
quently ask for advice on d e ,  
manufixmre and supply of Service 

ski; b o o r s , T m ~ ;  boots, 

the Army’s $“ ootwep~ and the War Oflice 

footwear. 
Old soldiers can recall being h t  

issued with a pair of brown boots of 
untauned leather which had to be 
blackened, while more recent recruits 
remember toiling with candles, irons 
and bone handles to remove the 
wretched, persiStrmt pimples on a pair 
of chrome leather boots. 
No National Servicunnn will forget 

evenings of melted polish, spit, small 
circles, aching fo&ingem and the frus- 

trations involved in get?.& that *A- 
like finish that seemed just about the 
most imporpnt thing in their lives. 
Much of the blame for thinking up that 
lot c%n be laid at Beau B m e l ’ s  door- 
 when^^ in the 10th Hussars he 
insisttd that d e s  of boom should be 
polished and discovered that the moat 
brillisat shine was obtained by mixing 
boot blacking with fintst champagne. 

except for minor modi6cations like 
anunuaition boots, which were made 
with reinforced toecaps and studless 
boots so that drivers’ feet would not dip 
on pedals. 

During the Korean campaign a new 
mukbuk boot was induced ,  made of 
water repellent canvas with rubber soles 
for dry, cold weather. In Malaya, the 
1st Battalion, The Loyal Regiment, 
wore out I O , ~  pairs of jungle boots. 

Maleyan jungle, wore hockey boots in 
preference to jungle boots when they 
found that hockey boots left the same 
imprint as the ferronsta . ’boots. 

Tbe fust -- uced boots Of 
1913 have remain P basically unaltered 

Gurkhas, also fighting terrorists in the 

pearance in the Army during World War 
Two when commendOS used them for 
night taids-ordinary boots were too 
noisy. The major Mereace now is that 
the cornpoeition Nbber sole is vulcanised 

The n w  boots underwent mensive 
aipls in difierent climates and terrain 
all over the world. In England they 
were tested srrifidplly in hot and cold 
chambers wwe, on a boot track, soldiers 
“marched them” over Merent surfaces 
to test their durability. 

Soldiers should feel the bentfit of the 
new boors in that they are more com- 
fortable, do not need ‘‘breakbg in” and 
the towap and heel counter are of 
smooth 1eathu-m more boning. 

At John White’s bctory in Northamp 
tonshire, where mole than half the new 
boots are being made, production has 
reached 6,000 pairs a week. The boots 
start as a “side” of leather; the uppex 
components are cut out, stitched to- 
gether and fixed on a last and finally the 
sole is vulcanised direct to the upper. 
During the whole opemtion only one 

directontotheupper. 

,VU UVIIS VJ -4 a man who 
spends his days with a mouthful of tacks 
spitting them out and hammedug the 
upper to the last. The inevitable did 
once happen when one of these men 
nonchalantly crammed a handful of 
needle-aharp tacks into his mouth . . . 
and gulped1 He swallowed the lot, but 
apparently soon recovered. 

A major problem in the development 
of the new boot was its effect on the 
health of the feet. Porous leather soles 
allow vmtilation; composition soles do 
providing not. The a problem porous was nylon overcome sock in the by 

boot which allows air to circulate around 
the foot. 

So despite the scnrlet expletives of 
“quiet” boots 

once declared: “The most important 
item of equipment for a soldier is first, 
a gwd, serrriceable pair of boots; second, 
another pair of boots; and third a pair 
of half soles.” Half soles won’t be 
needed now but, loud or  quiet, the new 
bwts should iill the bdl as the soldier’s 
most important item of equipment. 

are ”Y1‘ ere drill to s t a y T % k e  of Wellington 
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Tribesmen in. the Nor,thern Frontier District. forgot. ~L 
their feuds when the Army brought mock war to their‘ 
doorstep. They took a keen interest in East Africa 
Command’s exercise and even did a little “sabotaging” 
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I ’  
luad.odobdothtlrrnwwnmdralend-Rwerot 

o f 8 ~ a I t a e c o e ~ A n a y  A i r ~ b e v ~ k m d .  
2 4 l s b n e g ~ m o v a s  up to theYmnt.”Au Ab 

A brid lull In tho b d o .  and two Gordon Hightanden 
taking h easy under the shade d a thorn bwrk A herd 
d buck appn a (ew hundred y a d  m y .  “tsn’t it 
mandlous. rrp c m  Hi hlmder. Hem w are in th+ 
middle of a war and &t%t h.r to butt In.” HI: fel lw 
3mam replier: “Osh use p u r  irnaginatron. mon. 
That’s our Cavalry!” 

V V  native population declares -SEnburu warriors wodd amble m s a  
the event an ungfficial public the bush and sit under them to be out 
holiday-herds of cattle are le& to of the sun! 
fend for themselves, mud-hut vil- Despite the attention of the native 
lagesaredesertedandcenturies-old populace, the exercise proved a com- 
feuds are forgotten as the Africans plete success even if at times the war- 
flock from miles around to watch like &ea was rather spoiled when a 
the white b w m  playing at war. Turkana headman, with about a dozen of 
During East Africa Command’s latest his wives, was found in the middle of the 

exerase, in the Northern Frontier hottest battles offering to let soldiers 
Dmtricf, Samburu and Turhna tribes- take pi- of his enfourage for the 
men and the more civilised Somalis odd shiZJingi-an offer readily accepted, 
had a great time, and for seven dap the particularly by visiting men of the 9th/ 
4200BritishandAfricanvoopsinvolved 12th Royal Lancers and The King‘s 
in ‘‘Sharp Panga” provided the scantilv 

the and animals more than ~ISO one m e  wldier intothe can p i a  expect 

Free drinks in his home “local” when he 
recalls the night an elephant or lion 
crossed his path while he was on patrol. 

The largest exercise to be staged in 
Kenya for many years, ‘‘Sharp Panga” 
was a test of endurance and for 
the 2nd Battalion, Scots Guards; 1st 
Battalion, The Staffordshire Regiment; 

8; 1st Battalion, The Gordon Highlandnr 
3rd Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery, 
and the ancillary units. 

But despite a temperature which -_ 
clad natives with-top-line “entertaiii UVLR . . . 

.. 

operation in the field between British A 

R I  
units of U Infantrv Brigade Gmuu and 

tion.network in the exercise area, men 
of the Royal Corps of Sianals tested 

were missing! 
It was later learned that to a Samburu 

warrior, wire is a treasured possession, 
not only for its domestic uses but also as 
a feminine adornment, and from then on 
it was commonplace to see the local 
belles sporting necklaces and bracelets 
made from DIO cable. 

The Royal Air Force, providing 
tactical air support, also had problems. 
The exercise was intended to end with a 
dummy bomb drop in the desert by 

ASambnrnh  mm-, 
phts with h 3 h e . 4  

1.0svls6nm+of A 
Pi==ddebnkOsa  
mr-hh., 4 w+ 

I r q - a o M e W n e c L -  
UmLtgthirD.Ljmd- 

J! 

I 

Curno alrcnft of the Kenya Police, 
Air Wing. acting as eliemy bomkm, 
roved quits effective in dmppln 

h o u r  bombs.” Crled one ho d u f  
nowcovered lancesorpod .4 t~ 
Suffordrhir-: “Sir. I’ve been blown 
to piec- I go back to Nalrobi?” 
“Csrtainly not,.’ replied hb resource- 
ful officer. “Take a drink d water and 
imagine ou’p been cured by a * awg. 















I'. . . And wipe thot opinion off your face!" 

I 

..-quest immediote releose--wish 
to rtond for Porliament--over." 

erol-he's'ruih domn bed for&." 

". . . So it's E a t e r 4  whcrt7" 
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"Con we do three hundred and eight dointy teas? 

.. 

"Your transport's outside. Sergeont!" 
IIIJ 
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BALLOON 
HISTORIC shed, built at 
Aldershot in 1892 for the A School of Ballooning, has 

been demolished to make way for 
new barracks. But before the 
bulldozers moved in, a last bal- 
loon was launched to mark the 

' 1 1 demolition of the first permanent 
home of military aviation. 

The  corrugated iron shed was the 
headquarters of flying when the 
Royal Engineers were experimenting 
with ballooning. Soon after, a Royal 
Engineers' Air Battalion was formed 
which eventually became the nucleus 
of the Royal Air Force. 

A Guard of Honour at the cere- 
mony was made up of Sappers, 
Gunners and airmen and also present 
was go-year-old Brigadier F R S 
Gervers, who was adjutant of the 
Roval EnPineer comuanv which in- 

LEFT 
IT 

, -~  
LIided the first ballodn &ion. 

Making the last balloon ascent were 
Wing-Commander G Tumbd,ofthe 
Royal Air Force, Captain J R Hill, 
Royal Engineers, and an offiaal 
photographer. It was a boisterous, 
windy day and the basket collided 
with the shed and narrowly missed a 
chimney stack before the balloon WBS 
buffeted into the air as the Royal 
Engineers Band played "Will Ye 
KO Come Back Again." 

The balloon did not come back- 
but got no funher than 'a field five 

m 
AND 

CENTRE ................ 

II 
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CURTAIN UP! IT'S THE RED 



b YOUR REGtMENT “Stick it, the Welch,” cried the dying captain. And in many a tough sp ve l i v e k n d  dieb-by that creed 

BATTLE HONOURS WON AT SEA 
p** &44&& 

I 

E WELCH RE 

VEN the cloud of smoke that 
hung above The Welch Regi- E ment’s fire-ravaged officers’ 

Mess at Pembroke DOCL in 1-5 had 
a silver lining. The building and 
contents, including the Regimental 
silver, were completely destroyed, 
but someone saved the Colours by 
throwing them through the window 
-and 24 buckets of silver were 
salvaged from the wreckage1 

That mass of precious metal became 
a magnificent L3000 .centrepiece, 
honouring a previous ooca81on when the 

Colours were in danger-at Inkerman, 
in 1854, the last time they were carried 
in battle. When Ensign John Stirling, 
who carried them, was shot dead, a 
Russian seized one end of the Colour 
pike. But Sergeant-Major Daniel Ford 
grabbed the other end, won the e n s h g  
tug-of-war and earned the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal. 

Welshmen were in the thick of this 
epic soldiers’ battle, fiercely contesting 
every inch of ground, inspired by such 
leaders as Captain Hugh Rowlands 
whose charge to rescue Colonel Haly of 

. 

the 47th won him the Victoria Cross. 
His was not the first Victoria Cross 

eamed by the Welch at Inkerman. A few 
days before, at “Little Inkerman,” 
Sergeant Ambrose Madden gained the 
award by leading a party of men in an 
audacious raid, capturing a Russian 
officer and 14 men. 
Inkerman was fought only 23 years 

after the 41st of Foot became known 
as The Welch Regiment of Infantry, 
but the origins of the 41st go back much 
further, to 1719 and the formation of the 
oldest new-born regiment in the Army. 

With active units needed to fight the 
French, out-patients of The Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea, were enrolled to 
form a “Regiment of Invalids.” The old 
soldiers did sterling service, quelling 
riots, seeking out smugglers and doing 
garrison duties for 68 years, becoming 
the 4 1 s  of Foot after 32 years and finally 
handing on to younger men. 

But this was only part of the heritage 
of today’s Welch Regiment. In 1881 
the 4ISt was amalgamsted wlth $e 
6gh of Foot, from South Lincolnshue, 
whose links with Wales stemmed merely 
from fomt ion  in 1754 as the 2nd Bat- 
talion of the 24th of Foot, later The 
South Wales Borderers. 

The 69th had a spectacular early 
career as Marines, fighting in the capture 
of Belle Isle from the French in 1761, 
and serving boldly under Rodney and 
Hood in the victorious naval Battle of 
the Saints, earning the thanks of Parlia- 
ment and being awarded a Naval Crown 
superscribed “12th April, 1782”-a 
unique battle honour. 

The 69th’~ Marine service ended 
dramatically with a detachment aboard 
Nelson’s ship, Captain, playing a swash- 
buckling role in the boarding and 
capture of the San 30sef at St Vincent. 
Private Matthew Stevens smashed a 
stern window for Nelson to board the 
Spanish ship and Private John Ashcroft 
struck the Spanish Colours and hoisted 

the British while the deck was still a 
battlegound, the two men helping to 
eam yet another unique battle honour. 

Just 18 years later the 69zh fought at 
Waterloo under the Duke of Wellington, 
who had served as a lieutenant in the 
4Ist, a regiment which had also won its 
share of unique battle honours, notably 
Demit and Miami, gained while helping 
to hold cltnada for the Emuire durinn = the War of 1812. 

Durinn World War One the Reniment 
raised 3 i  battalions, took a full-share 
in 79 battles and actions, earned three 
Victoria Crosses and lost nearly 8000 
men. By September, 1914, the 2nd 
Battalion was in the thick of the battle 
of the Aisne, crossing the river under 
heavy fue with Captain Mark Haggard 
making a dash for an enemy machine- 
gun post and shooting three Germans 
before falling mortally wounded. 

Despite heavy rifle and machine-gun 
fke, Lance-Corporal William Fuller 
dashed forward 100 yards and carried 
Captain Haggard back to cover. The 
captain’s dying words, “Stick it, the 
Welch,” have been recorded in gold 
beneath the clock at Maindy Barracks, 
Cardiff, home of the Regiment. Corporal 
Fuller was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

The second battle of Ypres cost the 
1st Battalion 28 officers and 795 other 
ranks, and the 38th Welsh Division lost 
1600 men in taking Manetz Wood in 
the battle of the Somme. And many 
more costly snuggles lay ahead, with 
numbers depleting but honours mount- 
ing through to the breach of the Hinden- 
burg Line and the sweep to victory. 

World War Two began disastrously 
for the 1st Battalion which emerged 
from invaded Crete with only a handful 
of men. Six months later, near Benghazi, 
the Headquarters and two companies 
were overrun by the Afrika Korps after 
fighting another rearguard action. 

The boot was on the other foot two 
years laqr as the Battalion drove north- 

RivueGwilymJepcs gwe-Li.&LI- 
i tbs htslt d a  bq lb efUB.LL.yogm~~y.~o 
d Eaaq t d idwdy ,  k t b s l b y d H d . l l m  
R q i m m  ha w. g m  mrrr( “o”ehE#z* .irs 

rar-yamklrs t h s - W P , d  
- - L a m  &U** 22 L i ? % S i 7 t b s  Rsgbrm’. ttnes 

wards through Italy. Even then the 
price of progress was high, the offensive 
against the German Gothic Line again 
reducing the Battalion to cadre strength. 
But after reinforcement the Battalion 
had the last word in an advance along 
the line of the Senio River. The and 
Battalion had a quiet time in India 
until 1944 but later met fanatical 
Japanese resistance along the jungle- 
fringed Toungoo-Mawchi road through 
Burma. The Regiment’s sixth Victoria 
Cross was won by a Territorial of the 
Ist/Sth Battalion, Major Tasker Wat- 
kins (see SOLDIER, May, 1962). 

Since the war the Regilnent has had its 
full share of action, notably in Korea 
where the Welshmen relieved the 
Gloucesters, After constant patrols 
through the bitter Korean winter, the 
Battalion took over the defence of 

One regimental I-’”‘- 
name of The Welch R 
ment is “The Ups 
Downs”4n allusion to 
the “69” which reads the 
same upside dpwn. 
Another is “The Old 
Agamemnons,” referring 
to the 89th’s adventures 
under Nelson aboard 
HMS Agamemnon. h d q  from an aseault boat on the Havebee during the 1st Battalion’s busy tour in &din. , 

~ .. . ._ 
hill 355, key to thesmmonwealth 
Division’s defence. On the many bold 
patrols, men of the Welch earned three 
Distinguished Service orders, three 
Military and many Crosses, Mentions-in-Dispatches. three Military Medals 

There were Mentions, too, for the 
rugged anti-terrorist work of the Welch 
in Cyprus, where two men were killed 
and s&en seriously wounded. 
In October the 1st Battalion returns 

home after two-and-a-half years in 
Berlin-one of the longest and busiest 
periods of service any regiment has 
carried out there-and will move to 
Warminster to become demonstration 
bandion at the School of Inh t ry .  

. .  

, :. .~ , , 
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UG8Y has long been the premier game of The Aldershot and Northsrn l r e w  D .~ 

~. . .  
.i!, 

the Sinnaimre. Calcutta, Bombay, Cawnpore, in the 120 and 220 events the previous year. ,. ,,. .~ 

Welch Regiment and the Regiment has every The Regiment .Ire borsr .~ 
claim to being the leading Rugby unit of the triple Army ochampion and record-holder in’ 

British Army, havin won the Army Rugby Cup a Lieutenant J E J Lane. He won the 120, 
record ten timer. t has also won the all-India 220 and 440 yards hurdles in last year’s 
Rugby Cup four t i m e  and, on its travels, has won Army championships, having set up records 

. I . . .  
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(Italy), and Order of El Nahda-  

f m A ~ o g W & ~ & ~ $ g $ ; A , ,  
2nd Class (Arabia). youqma m wham he referr and in 

He received pmis ion  from the mm hir drnd~ would m s ~ e  
late King George V at an investi- following mmmcoe. 
ture to decline the CB and the j o b ~ ~ ; ; ; m ~ & ~ ; ~ ~ , ~  DSO, the insignia of which were tslrca 1- ksomc ~ -pm 
returned from Buckingham Palace nnd w doubt “mmnd s a w  m ~ ,  
to the Central Chancey of the onwuponnbe,. prrng “gma”mt.  In my cm y-’ cxpmkce I have yet 
Orders of Knighthood. The declin- m m u n ~ ~  tk ah sshom you 
ing of the British awards is referred -pdmt hr W.  odd- th- 
to in “The Letters of T E Law- M. w i ~  ,the civil .%mice, P few of thc 
rence” published by Jonathan Cap. ~ ~ ~ ~ ‘ & ~  &kmktkyxz 
branch of the War Ofice on same mld m a “ruddy typist“ I c m  
date before 31 Fly, 1924, that rsfur m @ Isa I do a fair mount 
he did not wish to receive the gyW&-my it Of 
insignia of his foreign decorations. T~ mm ~h.t .II j o b i n t h e  

Thus it would appear that Wu Dsprtmcnt should be the exclusive 
Lawrence -er received any &CO- right of OlOldiers ” ao fi-mnaidrred and 

quits ampid & I do M t  wish m ration or award other than in the belitrle objecr uaaldim in 
abstract. civil seniec, nnd I .gKtchurhey have - agree th.r they+ only they- 

know mything at all P b U t  the wu 

1 
Psta o*roda in 

‘ t b n b d T E  -A- LawreneL in  
TismmdQgfPediDgF’ r B e - e n t h .  
rbe bwrencc ofhbia ,  m a 

0Qd.tS and demnaons in a 
i~boxpnii.dumpedthemonthe lector,” Orders and Medals 
Vw og6;a. We do not know why Sodety of Amefi-, 4x69 
w ured a. shoebox, but maybe Charlene Drive, Loo W e s  
hst is not important. What we 43, Callfornig USA. 
E k m t e d  in now is their The shoebox story is jut so much 
a$erabomf.~ Prewmably the hokum. Lieutenant-Colonel T E 

y to Lawrence qualijiud for the follauing 
awards:-CB, DSO, 1914/1915 
Star, British War Medal, Victory 

now Medal, Legion d’Hmneur (Cheva- 
m+- -w R Poatr, A n d -  lier) and Crmx de Guerre (France), A, “The Medal Col- Silver Medal for Military Valour But 

Idmrmm OQ 

f i t Bfpiqlle, *ed all his 

He notified the appropriate don andndaor& de 
~a a 

much experi- in WD mattem, but I 

I 

Others find it heavy going. It’s the same 
when it comes to managing money. Some 
do. Some don’t. But whichever kind you 
are, you will certainly find an account at 
the Midland Bank an enormous help in 
dealing with your money problems. Ask at 
your nearest branch of the Midland for 
details of how we can help you. 

.. 

\ BUYING YOUR OWN mSXNlEfS? I 

“Crack” Regiments 

wule rW!nz *e. em,, -la. etc., 10 
CIVIL SERVICE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 

10 STATION PARADE. BALHAM H I G H  RD.. LONDON,  S.W.1 

r .. 
The London Ambulance Service 
REQUIRES MEN AND WOMEN 
AS DRIVER/ATTENDANTS 

Basic m y  €12 b. (42-hour wek)  including 
first-a/d‘md runnhg repairs allowances; =~.>:.=;*; 
Shift workers’ pay range €13 15r.-€14 I,@j,;:,.:’,., 
l n i t i d  t n i n i n m  with DIY. Uniform orovidCa.’ . . . . .  ... --,~ ~ . .  ~ 

Paid holidays. Pension scheme on iermment “ j - .  ’: 
appointment. Applicants aged 2145 must be :.:::.. 
experienced drivers in good health. I 0 VER 2,380 BRANCHES IN 

ENGLAND AND WALES Ap Iy to The Officer in Charge 
\LtkI,A,3lOO,S) London Ambulance Service 

50 Waterloo Road. S.E.I. 
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